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Army Olympic Athletes Go for Gold in Athens 

Soldiers First, Olympic Athletes Represent United States, Army in International Competitions 

FT. CARSON, COLO.--- As the Summer Olympic Games approach, the United States prepares to send a strong contingent of athletes to Athens in hope of winning medals and gaining worldwide honor for the United States. One unique and often overlooked part of the U.S. squad hails from the United States Army. Building upon their core values of discipline, leadership and determination, the Army has developed several training programs designed to provide opportunities for these Soldiers-athletes to compete and succeed in elite athletic competitions, such as the Pan Am games, World Championships and Olympic trials. 


“The Army has really given me everything that I need to be successful,” said Captain Anita Allen, member of the Army’s World Class Athlete Program and 2004 U.S. Olympic Modern Pentathlon team. “The only thing that I had to provide was the sweat and hard work.” 

For more than 75 years, beginning with 1st Lt. George Patton in 1912 (Modern Pentathlon), the Army has sent Soldier-athletes to the Olympic Games to represent both the American military and the United States. During the Army’s participation in Olympic competitions, Soldiers have captured more than 131 medals in a variety of sports, ranging from ice hockey to track & field, rowing and shooting to boxing. Most recently, in the 2002 Salt Lake City Winter Olympics, Soldiers took three medals in bobsled events as Spc. Jill Bakken won gold in the women’s bobsled, 2nd Lt. Garrett Hines won silver on the USA I bobsled and four Soldiers, led by driver Brian Shimer, took the bronze medal, breaking a 46-year medal drought in the sport.  Army Soldier-Athletes pull double duty as representatives of both their nation and their service, especially given world events.

- more -

“Representing the Army and Soldiers worldwide is a great honor,” said Sgt. 1st Class Bret Erickson, member of the Army Marksmanship Unit and 2004 U.S. Olympic Shooting team. “It’s the biggest honor that we have as Soldier-Athletes, representing myself, my teammates and anyone who’s ever served in the Army.”
Depending on the sport, Army Soldier-Athletes train as a part of two distinct training programs: the World Class Athlete Program (WCAP) and the Army Marksmanship Unit (AMU). WCAP was originally developed in 1978 as the Army Sports Program to organize Army athletes and provide a formal training program. Later, in 1994, the Army Sports Program became WCAP and is currently housed at Ft. Carson, Colo. In addition to WCAP, the Army also established the AMU, at the request of President Eisenhower, to provide soldiers with extraordinary marksmanship skills a forum to train and compete in international shooting competitions. It has since evolved into the home of some of the world’s top marksman. Through these programs, Army Olympic athletes receive the best possible coaching, access to training venues and opportunities to participate in top competitions with the privilege of representing both their nation and fellow Soldiers around the world.

“WCAP and AMU are designed to help mold Army Soldiers into elite athletes by building and strengthening the Army’s core values,” said Maj. Michael Hagen, Commander of the World Class Athlete Program and six-time Armed Forces Triathlon champion. “We make the best Soldiers-Athletes better.” 

In sports ranging from Greco-Roman wrestling to marksmanship to the modern pentathlon, Army Olympic athletes excel in a variety of events and stand a strong chance at winning medals in the coming Athens Games. Currently, this year’s U.S. Olympic team features 14 Soldiers, including two wrestlers, two modern pentathletes, one rower, one track & field athlete and eight marksmen.  

For more information on Army Olympians, go to GoArmy.com 
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