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Overview

• Political Activities by Military Personnel

• Access to Installations by Candidates 

• Political Activities by Civilians—not going to 

address



Key References

• Political activities by military personnel

• DoD Dir 1344.10, Political Activities by Members of the Armed 
Forces, February 19, 2008

• Political activities on military installations

• USD(P&R) Memo, subject: Policy Guidance for Visits to 
Installations by Candidates for Political Office, November 4, 2008 

• SecDef message, 281449Z Jan 08, DoD Public Affairs Policy 
Guidance Concerning Political Campaigns and Elections

• Political activities by civilian employees

• DepSecDef memo, subject:  Civilian Employees’ Participation in 
Political Activities, November 17, 2007



Political Activities by Members 

of the Armed Forces

• Members on Active Duty should not engage in 
partisan political activity, and members not on 
active duty should avoid inferences that their 
political activities imply or appear to imply official 
sponsorship.  DoDD 1344.10, para 4.

• Members of the Armed Force may not wear the 
uniform during or in connection with furthering 
political activity or when an inference of official 
sponsorship for the activity maybe drawn.  DoDI 
1334.01, para 3.1.2.



Wear of the Uniform –

Furthering Political Activity 







DoDD 1344.10

Applicability

• Members of the Armed Forces on Active 
Duty

• Expands coverage for some provisions to 
include members of the Armed Forces not 
on active duty

• Defines active duty to include full-time 
National Guard duty 



DoDD 1344.10

Organization

• 4.1.1 Permissible Activities

• 4.1.2 Prohibited Activities

• 4.2 Nominees or Candidates

• 4.3 Additional Limitations: Nominees, 
Candidates, Campaigning

• 4.4 Holding and Exercising U.S. 
Government Office

• 4.5 Holding and Exercising State or non-
U.S. Government Office



Permissible Activities by

Members on Active Duty

• Register to Vote

• Express personal political opinion -- in personal 
capacity. Caution!

• Encourage others to participate in political 
process. 

• Sign a petition for a specific legislative action
• As private citizen 

• Write letter to editor
• Not part of organized letter-writing campaign 

• Can't solicit votes

• Disclaimer now required



Permissible Activities by

Members on Active Duty
(cont.)

• Donate money to political organization, party, or 
committee
• Caution -- Member on AD cannot give to or receive from 

another member on AD

• Caution -- Members not on AD must consider JER 

• Display normal-sized bumper sticker on

car



Permissible Activities by

Members on Active Duty
(cont.)



Permissible Activities by

Members on Active Duty
(cont.)

• Attend political fundraisers, meetings, rallies, 
debates, conventions as spectator
• Caution -- not in uniform

• Caution -- may not participate 



Soldiers Greet Senator 

McCain at Political Rally 



Republican National 

Convention 



Prohibited Activities by

Members on Active Duty



Prohibited Activities by

Members on Active Duty



Prohibited Activities by

Members on Active Duty (cont.)

• Participate in partisan political fundraising 
activities 

• Publish partisan political articles, letters, or 
endorsements that solicit votes

• Speak before a partisan political gathering 

• Participate in any radio, television, or other 
program or group discussion as an advocate for 
partisan party, candidate, or cause

• Engage in fundraising activities for any political 
cause or candidate on military installation 

• Display partisan political sign, poster, banner 
visible to public in post housing 



Criticism of Senior 

Government Officials

• Contemptuous words against

• President 

• Vice President 

• Secretary of Defense

• Secretary of a Military Department 

• Congress

• Secretary of Transportation 

• Governor (when on duty or present in State, Territory, 

possession)

• Commissioned Officers

• Retirees?



He’s not only the President, he’s the 

Boss!

New York Times
General to Be Disciplined For Disparaging President
By ERIC SCHMITT, 

Published: June 16, 1993

An Air Force inquiry has concluded that a two-star general made disparaging remarks

about President Clinton, and the general now faces disciplinary action that will effectively

end his career, senior Air Force officials said today. 

The Air Force inquiry found that the officer, Maj. Gen. Harold N. Campbell, called Mr.

Clinton a "dope-smoking," "skirt-chasing," "draft-dodging" Commander in Chief, in a

speech last month in the Netherlands. 

*  *  *  *

General Campbell's superior, Gen. Ronald W. Yates, the head of the Air Force Materiel

Command, is expected to meet with the general on Thursday and give him one of two 

types of written reprimands:  either a written reprimand or a more serious written rebuke

that typically includes forfeiting pay.  General Yates has ruled out a court-martial, Air 

Force officials said. 

*  *  *  *



He’s not only the President, he’s the Boss!

(cont.)

“

“Now the President wants to make criminals out 
of thousands of innocent, patriotic gun owners by 
outlawing so-called “assault rifles”. Therefore, Obama 
is a liar and could [sic] care less about our 
Constitutional rights. It is imperative that if you believe 
in the 2nd Amendment, you contact your 
representatives and senators and implore them to 
vote against any attempts to reinstate the ban.”
--CJ.  CJ is “an opinionated Soldier who tells it like he sees it. Growing up a Libertarian, he has 
very conservative values. He believes in extremely limited government, especially at the federal 
level. The U.S. Constitution is the source of all his beliefs and a document which he will give his 
life to defend.”



Nominees or Candidates
On Active Duty

• Regular; Retired Regular or RC member on AD 

call or order > 270 days

• Requires Secretary Concerned permission

• Cannot be delegated below Secretary Concerned

• Retired Regular or RC member on AD call or 

order ≤ 270 days 

• No permission required. 

• All must complete Acknowledgement of 

Limitations. (Encl 4)



Nominees or Candidates
On Active Duty (cont.)

• Limitations: 

• No campaign activity 

• No work behind the scenes

• Must document efforts to inform 

campaign workers of limitations

• Freeze Web sites, stop advertisements



Nominees or Candidates
Not On Active Duty

• Use military rank and service affiliation

• But clearly indicate retired or reserve status 

• In Campaign Material:  
• Include current or former duty titles and positions and 

photographs with other biographical information 

• Include ―prominent and clearly displayed disclaimer‖

• Photographs may not be ―primary graphic 

representation‖













Holding and Exercising 

the Function—Federal

• Applies to: 

• Elective office, 

• Appointed by President (Senate confirmation 

immaterial), or

• Executive Schedule 5 USC §§ 5312-5317.



Holding and Exercising the 

Function—Federal

(cont.)

• Regular member; regular retiree or RC on AD call or order > 270 
days may not hold or exercise (unless otherwise authorized by 
law)

• Retired Regular or RC member on AD call or order ≤ 270 days may 
hold and exercise the functions

• Provided no interference with duty

• See 10 USC § 973 

• Still subject to the same list of do’s and don’ts of DoDD 1344.10, 
para 4.1.



Holding and Exercising the 

Function—Non-Federal

• Regular member may not hold or exercise 

• Retired regular or RC on AD call or order > 270 days

• May hold—BUT NOT exercise 

• Secretary Concerned must grant permission (non-delegable)—
more strict than 10 USC § 973

• Retired Regular or RC member on AD call or order ≤ 270 days may 
hold and exercise 

• Provided no interference with duty

• Still subject to the same list of do’s and don’ts of DoDD
1344.10, para 4.1.



Section 77.1 of title 24, 

Louisiana Revised Statutes

• A.      In accordance with Article III, Section 4(F) of 

the Constitution of Louisiana, for each legislator 

who is ordered to active duty in the armed 

services for a period of one hundred eighty days 

or more, a person shall be designated to act as a 

temporary successor to his powers and duties in 

the manner provided in this Part during the 

period the legislator is on active duty in the 

armed forces. . . .



Political Activities

 Regular Reg Ret / RC 

< 270 

Reg Ret / RC > 270 

Candidate/Nominee NO, except 

w/ SEC 

permission  

(4.2.2.) 

YES, may remain or 

become, provided no 

interference w/ duty 

(4.2.3*)   

NO, except w/ SEC permission.  

(4.2.2.*) 

Hold Fed Office NO (unless 

assigned) 

(4.4.2.) 

YES, provided no 

interference w/ duty 

(4.4.3.) 

NO (unless assigned) (4.4.4.) 

Execute Fed Office NO (unless 

assigned) 

(4.4.2.) 

YES, provided no 

interference w/ duty 

(4.4.3.) 

NO (unless assigned) (4.4.4.) 

Hold non-Fed NO (4.5.2.) YES, provided no 

interference w/ duty 

(4.5.4.) 

NO, unless SEC grants permission 

after determining no interference 

w/duty (4.5.3.2.) 

Execute non-Fed NO (4.5.2.) YES, provided no 

interference w/ duty 

(4.5.4.) 

NO (4.5.3.) 

 

*Requires Statement of Acknowledgement 



Access to Installations by Candidates

• Memorandum, Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, 
subject: Policy Guidance for Visits to Installations by Candidates for 
Political Office, dated November 4, 2009

• No campaign or election-related activities on military installations

• Does not limit Candidates: 

• With official business on the installation

• Who wish to take advantage of activities available by law and 
policy 

• However, they may not engage in any campaign activities when on the 
installation

• Candidates who are not current office holders or serving government 
officials should not be limited any more than any unofficial visitor



Access to Installations by Candidates 

(cont.)

• Analyzing Requests for Access by Candidates

• Is the request to conduct Official, Personal, or Campaign 

Activities?

• Presumed Political:

• Requests from campaign organizations

• Requests from spouses or family members (not otherwise 

personally entitled to access)

• Requests for access that include campaign staff/press    



Access to Installations by 

Candidates (cont.)

• Examples

• Chelsea Clinton to visit Vieques

• Cindy McCain to visit the Comfort

• Senator McCain to Visit Annapolis

• VP Candidate Palin to Address 1st BDE, 

25 IN DIV, Ft Wainwright

• Senator Obama to visit Landstuhl



Senator Obama to Landstuhl –July 2008

• ―He could go as a United States Senator, but it was pretty 

clear from the guidance that we received from the Pentagon 

that the trip would be viewed as a campaign stop. . . . Given 

the information that we had received, Senator Obama made 

the decision that we were not gonna have wounded men 

and women become involved in a campaign event or what 

would be perceived as a campaign event.‖ –Robert Gibbs

• ―He made time to go the gym, but cancelled a visit with 

wounded troops. . . . Seems the Pentagon would not let him 

bring cameras.  John McCain is always there for our 

troops.‖ –McCain campaign TV Ad





Let’s Move Forward…



Questions?


