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Mr. Les Brownlee became the 27th Under Secretary of the Army on November 14, 2001, following his nomination by President George W. Bush and confirmation by the United States Senate.  He became Acting Secretary of the Army on May 10, 2003.  As Acting Secretary, Mr. Brownlee fulfills statutory responsibilities for recruiting, organizing, supplying, equipping, training and mobilizing the Army and managing its $80 billion annual budget and more than 1.3 million active duty, National Guard, Army Reserve, and civilian personnel.  Mr. Brownlee served on the Republican staff of the Senate Armed Services Committee beginning in January 1987, under both Senator Strom Thurmond and Senator John Warner.  From 1987 to 1996, he was the Principal Senate Armed Services Committee Professional Staff Member responsible for Army and Marine Corps programs, special operations forces, and drug interdiction policy and support.  In addition, as Deputy Staff Director, he was deeply involved in policies and programs relating to ballistic missile defense, strategic deterrence and naval strategy, shipbuilding and weapons programs.
In March 1996, Mr. Brownlee was designated Staff Director of the Senate Committee on Armed Services by then-Chairman Senator Thurmond.  In January 1999, he was designated Staff Director for then-Chairman Senator Warner, serving through the recent change in control of the Senate. 
Mr. Brownlee is a retired Army colonel.  He was commissioned in 1962 as a lieutenant in the infantry through the ROTC program at the University of Wyoming.  He is a distinguished honor graduate of the U.S. Army Ranger Course, an honor graduate of both the Infantry Officer Advanced Course and the Command and General Staff College, and a graduate of the Army’s airborne course as well as the U.S. Army War College.  Mr. Brownlee served two tours in Vietnam.  During the last two and a half years of a four and a half year tour in the Pentagon, before retiring in 1984, he was Military Executive to Under Secretary of the Army James Ambrose.
His military decorations include the Silver Star with Oak Leaf Cluster, the Bronze Star with two Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Purple Heart.  He holds a masters degree in business administration from the University of Alabama.
STATEMENT BY 

THE HONORABLE LES BROWNLEE

ACTING SECRETARY OF THE ARMY

Mr. Chairman and distinguished members of the Committee, I appreciate the opportunity to come before you today and testify on the tremendous accomplishments of our soldiers and the great progress they are making in “Winning the Peace” in Iraq.  I know that many of you have just recently returned from Iraq, and on behalf of the soldiers who are serving our country, let me begin by expressing gratitude for the exceptional support that you have provided to our soldiers and their families.

I have been asked to come before you today to talk about the great work our soldiers are doing and the tremendous progress that is being made each and every day in Iraq.  I was in Iraq in June and returned again last week.  While there, I had the opportunity to speak with commanders and soldiers at every level and am grateful to have the opportunity to share what I learned with you.  

We appreciate the service and the enormous sacrifice made by our soldiers and their families as we meet the challenges and risks posed by the Global War on Terrorism – with the current higher operational tempo and frequent, extended deployments.  We are committed to finding ways to lessen the impact of these deployments on our soldiers with unit rotations, unit manning, and by re-balancing our forces.  I would also like to highlight the sacrifices made by our Reserve Components.  These soldiers have left behind families and jobs and made invaluable contributions to our success in Iraq and around the world.  We appreciate all of the sacrifices of their families and their employers.  

One fact is clear: the dedicated service of the Army’s Total Force has been invaluable.  The steady progress in the war on terrorism has been possible because both Active and Reserve Component forces have fought together, along with our sister services, to win decisively on battlefields where terrorism once flourished.  Now we are engaged in bringing peace to these regions and creating an environment where democracy can take root.  

The insurgency being waged in Iraq includes foreign fighters and terrorist groups, making this the central battlefront of the war on terrorism.  After a lightning ground attack into Baghdad and overwhelming military victory by coalition forces, the mission in Iraq remains clear – to win the peace.  Vice President Richard Cheney made a key point when he said, “we will help the Iraqi people to build a free, sovereign, and democratic nation.  That free nation will stand as an example to the entire Middle East, proving that freedom and the hope of peace have far more power and appeal than ideologies of hate and terror.”

As the President said on the same day that he announced the end of major combat operations, “We have difficult work to do in Iraq.  We're bringing order to parts of that country that remain dangerous.  We're pursuing and finding leaders of the old regime, who will be held to account for their crimes.”  And he added, “The transition from dictatorship to democracy will take time, but it is worth every effort.”
Our soldiers understand this mission, and their commitment to getting the job done is having an extraordinarily positive effect on the people of Iraq.  They are working with the Iraqi people, our coalition partners, and the international community to achieve a better Iraq for the Iraqi people, the region, and the world.  Our soldiers understand that helping the Iraqis build a free and democratic society will help make our own country safer, and they continue to make remarkable progress in that direction every day.

During my visits to Iraq, I have witnessed the progress being made, and I can tell you that things are getting better, and will continue to get better, both for the people of Iraq and for the men and women serving there.  Saddam and his supporters ran that country from 1979 to 2003, and they ran it into the ground.  We’re helping the Iraqis get back on their feet.  

Here are some of the great things happening:

· Local government councils exist in over 90 percent of the country and are taking increasing responsibility for civic administration and services.  Our Army divisions are training Iraqi police, facility protection forces, and civil defense corps to assume responsibility for local security and law enforcement.  The Iraqi people are getting their own country back from the thugs who stole the country decades ago.  In areas of operations north, the Army has trained over 1,400 police officers.  

· Our units are helping get Iraqi schools running again.  In the Baghdad region, Task Force Wisdom will have 820 schools refurbished by the end of October; this includes school supplies, furniture, playground equipment, and more.  They are being helped in this effort by numerous American communities back home, which have been sending the troops additional supplies to distribute to the Iraqi children.

· We are continuing to make things safer for the people of Iraq and our own troops by removing ammo caches from around the country, including those stored in schools and hospitals.  In the Baghdad region alone, we have cleared over 12,000 short tons of ammunition.  That’s over 180 C-17 sorties’ worth, from just one part of the country.

· The nation’s infrastructure was badly neglected under the Ba’ath Regime, and we are trying to help get things restored and modernized.  For example, Task Force Pothole has hired Iraqis to fix 285 kilometers of roads thus far around Ninevah province.

These are but a very few of the thousands of things our Army is busy doing for the people of Iraq these days. 

For our troops: 

· Last month, soldiers began taking advantage of the Rest and Recuperation (R&R) Leave Program.  Under the program, soldiers deployed between their third and 11th month may be authorized 15 days of chargeable leave and a flight, at government expense, to and from an aerial port of debarkation, either in Germany or the United States.  In addition, each division has established R&R policies to supplement those of CENTCOM and the Department of Defense.  These are important programs, which are providing our soldiers much needed time to unwind and stay fresh and fit.

· Since my last visit to Iraq in June, we’ve opened 31 new dining facilities for our troops.  Internet cafes are open and permit troops to stay in closer touch with their families back home.  Most soldiers are living in hard structures or climate controlled billets, with climate controlled facilities so troops returning from patrols can relax.  There are chapels, mini-exchanges, and other support facilities to make life a little better for our men and women overseas.  

In Iraq, the mission for our soldiers is the same.  They must attack and eliminate remaining anti-coalition forces and establish a secure environment where the values of freedom and democracy can take root.  An integral part of this campaign is assisting interim governments to deliver basic services ​– security, food, water, power, and education – to their peoples.  Our soldiers must simultaneously conduct combat operations and provide humanitarian assistance, often shifting between the two in the course of a single day.  

The magnitude of the effort is staggering.  For example, in Iraq, soldiers are executing more than 2,000 missions every day.  Each mission is important, and each one is dangerous.  Nonetheless, our soldiers are performing as professionals – with skill, courage, and dedication.  We all know this will take time, and that for now, the Army, as part of the joint team, will bear the brunt of the fight. 

The operations tempo is high and so is the pressure.  We’ve established a unit rotation plan to give the combatant commanders the forces they need to accomplish their missions while giving soldiers and their families more predictability through deployments of up to 12 months, while.  We seek to use active forces from all services whenever possible, using reserve volunteers and reserve units not recently mobilized to balance deployment stresses across the Army.  To balance risks from other possible contingencies, we are cutting back on exercises and other commitments.  We will seek more contractor support in the areas of logistics, training, and other functions, thereby freeing up soldiers for other duties.  

We will make better use of the troops and units we have available.  We will seek to achieve a better balance between the Army’s Active and Reserve Components, including rebalancing within the components.  There are several high-demand, low-density career fields and units that we need more of, like military police, aviation mechanics, intelligence analysts, and civil affairs specialists.  We are going to find ways to provide for these critical needs.  

The Administration is aware of these concerns and requirements.  President Bush has asked Congress for the resources to help fight the war on terror and they are addressed in the FY04 Supplemental.  We urge Congress to quickly pass this legislation.

We are in a dangerous business.  Our men and women and their families recognize the obligations that come with the uniform, and they have not flinched.  I have visited with many of them at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  Without exception, they deeply impressed me with their dedication to duty and their units, their good spirits, and their faith in the United States.  Their families – mothers, fathers, relatives – and friends whom I’ve met there and elsewhere are the same.  They understand that freedom is not free, but is the most precious thing we possess.  These soldiers and hundreds of other service men and women know this and have paid for the freedom of other Americans they will never meet.  They are American Soldiers in the greatest traditions.

Despite remarkable successes, our fight is far from over.  Our enemies are committed and believe we lack the resolve to “Win the Peace” in Iraq.  I can assure you that this is not true.  The progress we have made in the past five months is a testament to our force’s ability to quickly adapt and respond to the many complex challenges they face.  Our commanders and troops are optimistic and feel that we are gaining momentum in our fight.  

In years to come, when historians write the story of this critical period, they will note that in Iraq and around the globe, the unwavering commitment, courage, and compassion of the American Soldier led the way in the fight against terror and lit the lamp of freedom and democracy for millions who had known only oppression.  By carrying the fight to the enemy, the Army is destroying terrorism today at its core and spawning grounds, providing the greatest assurance of protection to the American people, and striking fear in the hearts and minds of our terrorist enemies.

For more than 228 years, the Army has never failed the American people – and it never will!  

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank this Committee for the opportunity to appear before you today, and for your continued support for the men and women in our Army, deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan, and throughout the world fighting terrorism.  I look forward to answering your questions.  

