LOCAL LEADER ATTENDS

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONFERENCE

(Name of Participant) of (Hometown), has accepted an invitation from Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld to participate in the Defense Department’s Joint Civilian Orientation Conference (JCOC 66).  The program, which will be held June 8 – June 14, 2003, will give participants an opportunity to learn first-hand about U.S. military personnel, their equipment and capabilities, and national defense strategies.

As a JCOC 66 participant, (Participant’s Name) will visit military bases of the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.  Very few people, even those employed by the Department of Defense, get the opportunity to interact with such an encompassing cross-section of military leaders and service members of all ranks.  Participants will fly on military aircraft; experience aircraft landings and launches from Navy ships; observe amphibious landings, urban area combat techniques, special operations assaults, and other warfare demonstrations.

The program begins in Washington, D.C., where (Participant’s Name) will meet and be briefed by Defense Department leaders including Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Richard B. Myers, and other senior military and civilian officials. 

After the Washington, D.C., orientation, the JCOC team will travel by military aircraft to the U.S. Central Command Headquarters at McDill Air Force Base, Florida where they will meet CENTCOM’s leadership and updated on current operations.  Due to a refocusing of military resources in the United States on Operation Iraqi Freedom, the conference adjusted what has been a U.S.-based agenda to one focused on the key command centers engaged in winning the global war on terrorism. While seeing soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and Coastguardsmen in action they will learn more about everything from conducting military operations to day-to-day activities of being a service member.  

This conference was initiated in 1948 by Secretary Forestal and is the Department’s premier civic leader program.  Forty-five U.S. citizens are selected from hundreds of candidates nominated by military commands worldwide.  JCOC 66 participants pay all of their own expenses, including travel to and from the conference, lodging and meals.
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