LOCAL CIVIC LEADER ATTENDS

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE CONFERENCE

(Name of Participant) of (Hometown), has accepted an invitation from Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld to participate in the Defense Department’s Educators and Defense Conference.  The program, which will be held October 7 – October 10, 2002, will give participants an opportunity to learn first-hand about U.S. military personnel, their equipment and capabilities, and national defense strategies.

As a guest of the Secretary of Defense, (Participant’s Name) will visit military bases of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps.  Very few people, even those employed by the Department of Defense, get the opportunity to interact with such an encompassing cross-section of military leaders and service members of all ranks.  Participants will fly on military aircraft; visit crews on working aboard an aircraft carrier; observe amphibious landings, urban area combat techniques, and conducting training along side soldiers sailors, airmen and Marines.

The program begins in Washington, D.C., where (Participant’s Name) will meet and be briefed by Defense Department leaders including Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman General Richard B. Myers, and other senior military and civilian officials. 

After the Washington, D.C., orientation, the JCOC team will travel by military aircraft to Langley Air Force Base and meet fighter pilots and crews that have supported the world wide Air Force mission. Next they move to Fort Eustis, Va., where participants will train side by side with enlisted men and women repairing helicopters and managing water craft in a simulation trainer designed to train crews on water port procedures. After a short nights rest, participants move to the Joint Forces Command and visit the Defense Departments premier Joint War Fighting Center where leaders train in a simulated and real world training environment fighting tomorrow’s battles, today. Next they move to theU.S. Naval Facility, Norfolk, Va., where members will board an aircraft carrier, tour other Navy ships and submarines.  Next they will travel to Camp Lejeune, N.C., where the Marine Corps will execute an operations exercise showcasing the combat power of its’ Marine Air-Ground Task Force. The conference concludes Thursday, October 10.

This conference is Part of the Secretary of Defense’s premier civic leader program known as the Joint Civilian Orientation Conference or JCOC.  JCOC was initiated in 1948 and has introduced thousands of community leaders to the Department of Defense.  Although they get to experience the military first hand the participants pay all of their own expenses, including travel to and from the conference, lodging and meals.
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