
If-Asked Press Statement 

The Inter-American Region of the Office of the Assistant 

Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs has 

conducted a search of its files in response to a request from 

Honduran authorities for U.S. Government documents relevant 

to human rights investigations. In addition, the office has 

coordinated similar searches by the Defense Intelligence Agency 

and other Department of Defense agencies. The documents that 

have been found are being turned over to the State Department 

for consolidation with documents from other agencies for 

delivery to the Honduran Government. The search is continuing 

throughout Department of Defense agencies, and any additional 

documents uncovered will be submitted to the Honduran 

Government as they become available. 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

INTERNATIONAL 
SECURITY AFFAIRS 

1\ffiMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

.... 

2400 DEFENSE PENTAGON 
WASHINGTON; D.C. 20301-2400 

Donald Me Conville 
Office Director, ARA/CEN 
Department of State 

1-95/45881 

Director, Inter-American Aff~~~ 0 5 MAR 1997 
Prepared by William B. Seely, OASD/ISA-IA, 697-9301 (5 Mar 97) 

Request from Honduran Government Human Rights Ombudsman 
for United States Government Documents Relevant to Human 
Rights Investigations 

This is in response to the request from the Department of State to provide U.S. government 
documents pertaining to disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in 
Honduras in the early 1980's (Tab A). The enclosed documents (Tab B) are those which have 
been identified to date as a result of searches through archives and files of organizations within the 
Department of Defense, to include the Defense Intelligence Agency. These documents have been 
declassified and approved for release to the Government of Honduras. 

The Department of Defense has not concluded its search for documents which may be relevant to 
this request. Should additional materials be identified, they will also be forwarded to your office 
for transmittal to the Government of Honduras. 

COORDINATION: 

Attachments: 
As stated 

Department of the Army (~~ { 1~1 t> A\"'\<) 

OfficeofGeneralCounsel ~~~ (D~) 
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Ezecutive Secretary 
•ational Securit.r Council 

L 
H 

S/S 9519178 ~~ 
tTnited States Department fr'St• 
J1i1shinpon. D.C. 20520 

October 12, 1995 

.. 
:·._, 

RICK E. YARHUZZI 
Ezecutive'secretarr 
Central Intelligence 
~geacy. . 

. . A HARRER A. tJ'l'HE 
Ezeeutiva Seeretar.r 

YVONNE M. HARRISON 
Ezecutive Secretar.r 
Department of the Army i I L;;CWA 
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Defenae IutelligeDce Agenc.r 
f 

~-~B~R.~mm.ugc 
Executive Secretar.r 
DepartmeDt of Defense 

SUBJECT: Request from Ron~uran GOvernment Human Rivhts 
Ombudsman for Onited States Government Documents 
Relevant to Ruman Rights Investigations 

The Department of State hereby requests the cooperation ant 
assistance of the aa~ressee agencies in respondinv to a 
July 31, 1995, request from Dr~ Leo Valladares. hea~ of tbe 
Honduran Rational COmmission for Human Rights. for ·U.S. 
government ~ocuments pertaining to disappearances and other 
human rights abuses which occurre~ in Honduras in the early 
1980's. 

Tbe Department of State wishes to be as forthcominv as 
possible in response to this government-to-government request. 
The Commission hea~e~ by Dr. Valladares is a governmental 
institution, create~ by presidential decree in 1992. Honduran 
legislation subsequently establlshe~ the Human Rights 
Comndssloa.on e permanent basis. Dr. Valladares is a 
presidential appointee. · 

We ask addressee agencies to locate responsive documents; 
for the purpose of this request, •responsive documents• includE 
only those originate~ by the retrieving agency -- Cifher agency 
material oeea not be produce4. Each agency should review 
documents keeping in mihd the need to protect classified 
information. privacy interests, and other governmental 
privileges. The Department proposes to provide releasable 
documents to Dr. Valla~ares as they become available through 
our embassy in Tegucigalpa. Agencies should also be advised 
that released documents may find their way into the public 
domain. · 
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Also transmitted with this memoran~um are two separate 
requests from the Office of the Attorney General of Honduras·. 
These are: 

-- • June 13, 1995, letter from Honduran Attorney General 
Ednaunc!o Orellana aeekin9 all information in the files of 
u.s. government agencies concerning the 41sappe~rance of 
u.s. citizen Father James Francia Carney in September 1983. 
and · .: 

-- a June 15, 1195, request from Sonia Marlyna de Flores, 
Spec1•1 Prosecutor for HumaD RiGbtl (witbin.tbe office of 
the.Attorner General), seeking informetioA about CIA 
operations and coDtactl witb Hon4uraD officials, 
dl~appeared persona, 1r.m. trafficking, Battalion 316, and 
other matte·ra. 

ID its August lt95 interim response to the requests from 
tba Attorney General•• office, the Depar~ent noted with 
respect to the June 15 request that •• a matter of 
long-standing policy, the United Stetes Government ~oea not 
comment on u.s. intelligence activities overseas· •. At the same 
ti~e we expressed our willingness to provide documents that may 
be reaponaive •• they become eveilable as • result of ezistinv 
POLA requests. Similarlr. we ask that agencies bear these · 
reque•t• in mind •• they •••reb .for docwaeDt8 responsive to the 
Valladares re~uest, •u~ to indicate to us which documents to· be 
released to Valla~ares would also be responsive to the requests 
from the Attorney General•s office. We are ~ot asking other 
agencies to develop replies to questions posed in the Speci.al 
Prosecutor•s·Juae 15 request. We anticipate that an 
RSC-cbaired inter-agency working group.on Central American 
document issues will meet in the near future to coordinate the 
u.s. response. We request a reply to this memorandum by 
Rovember 15 estimating tbe number and type of responsive 
documents that might be releasable and when they could be 
provided to the State Depar~meat. · 

the point of contact in the Department of State for this 
matter is ARA/CER Office Director John R. Hamilton. Backups 
are Deputr Director Gary Maybarduk and Desk Officer Lynn 
Allison. They may be reached bt telephone (202) 647-4010; 
fez (202) 6(7-2517; secure phone (202) 647-1831 or 647-0083, 
secuEe fax 647-0905 (1n tbe ARA front office). 

. 
Your cooperation in this matter is greatly apprec1ated. 

Attaclunent&: As stated 

c 
C. Brill~ 
-~ecretary . 
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United States Department of State 

. · QE_FICFDF THE 
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October 21, 1996 

MEMORANDUM TO: 

_: ;;_:: -· RICK E. YARROZZI 
Executive Secreta~ 
Central Xntelligence Agen~ 

WARREN A. tJ7HE 
Executive Secreta~ 
Defense Intelligence Agency 

COLONEL JAMES N. MATTIS 
Executive Secreta~ 
Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: Request for Progress Report: Honduran Government 
Human Rights Omhudsman•s Request for USG 
Documents Relevant to Human Rights Investigation 

In an October 12. 1995 memorandum, the Department of State 
requested the cooperation and assistance of the addressee 
agencies in responding to a July 31, 1995 request from 
D~. Leo Valladares. head of the Honduran Rational Commdssion 
for Human Rights, for u.s. Government documents pertaining to 
disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in 
Honduras in the early 19so•s (see attachment). 

In that same memorBDdum we a_lso transmitted two separate 
requests f~om the Office of the Attorn~ General of Honduras. 
In these requests. the Honduran Government asked for all 
info~tion in the files of OSG agencies concerning the 
disappearance of u.s. citizen Father James Francis carney and 
infor-mation about CXA operations and contacts with Honduran 
.officials, disappeared persons, ar.ms trafficking, Battalion 316 
ana other matters (see attachment). 

On September 30, 1996 Dr. V~lladares visited the Department 
of State and inquired about documents that were to have been 
forthcoming from other OSG agencies. We wish to be able to 
provide Dr. Valladares and the Honduran government with a 
progress report. We understand that addressee agencies have 
been working on this request. 

U15527 /96 
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I would appreciate your cooperation in providing by 
November 1 1 1996 a status report on the work done so far by 
your organization pursuant to the Honduran government•s 
requests for documents. Please include the dates on which you 
expect to be 2~le to provide the Department with declassified 
documents that can be turned over to the Hondurans. This 
infor.mation will assist us in providing the Honduran Government 
with up-to-date infor.mation on the status of this project. 

· . .-~:~. The point of contact in the Department of State for this 
· ... .-~:.matter is ARA/CER Office Director Don McConville. Backups are 

Depu~ Office Director Paul Trivelli and Honduras Desk Officer 
William Meara. They may he reached by telephone at 
202-647-tOlo;· fax 202-647-2597; secure phohe 202-647-1831 or 
202-647-0083, secure fax 202-647-0905 (in the ARA front 
office). 

Your cooperation in this matter is greatly. appreciated. 

Attachment: As Stated 

,wi iam J. Burns 
cutive Secretary 
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:JF/HKZ 
Spanish 
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Tbe Nation1l Human Rights Commissioner 

llo. 522-DC/95 Tevuci;alpa, M.D.c •• July 31, 19~ 

Ezcallency: 

I have the honor to request Your Excellency's cooperation 

in obtainin; from your government information that will help tr 

shed light on human rights violations that occurred in our 

count~ durin; the past decade. 

Tbe information that we are requesting is of utmost 

importance for the investigations we ere conducting and for 

advancing the level proceedings that the Office of the Spec1el 

Human R1ghta Prosecutor has initiated. 

Our work is part of the process to eliminate impunity, and 

is vital to the strengthening of peace and democracy in 

Hondura•. 

Hie Excellency 
William T. Pryce, .---

Ambassador Extraor~inary and Plenipotentiiry 
of the Unite~ States of America, 

Tevuci9alpa. 
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Nitb tbi• ~eQuest, we•believe tbat we ere reapondlnv to 

re;ueat of the Clinton A~iaist~etioa •t the time of our 

initi•l re;uest iD December 1113 tha~ we be more~peciflc in 

iodicating tbe do~nts we •~• •eekiDg. We have, accordlag. 

-grouped the document• we ere retu••ctng tnto·three key 

c:atego~l••: __ 

1. Document•tion on elz caae• of •d!BappearaDcea;• 

2. Documantatloa on General Alvar•z Mertinez1 

3. Documentation on BattalloD 3-1&. 

More apacifically, wa have taken the liberty of iftdicatin· 

those u.s. Government •veAcie• ia wbo•e erchl••• tbe aocument: 

%equas~ed caD be loc•ted. Wherever possible, we have •l•o 

iDdicated time periods •nd ~•t•• on which the :1nfonnation .. we 

seek w•• venerated. 

Nith regard to St•te Department and CIA documents, we wish 

to point out that we ere not seeking cable reports, or speeche 
. . . .. 

by HoDduraas, or copies of FBIS article•. Nbat we are really 

l~oklng foe l• oew info~m•tioD tbat will allow u• to dlacover 

tbe t~utb about paat buman rivbts wiolations ln our eountr.r aac 

thua ldaatifr those responsible. 

We •re aot interested, either, la Jea~ning about methods Ol 

aourcea of intelligenc'; what we are tryino to find are CIA 

reports and detailed information on military and paremilltary 
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orvaaizatlons and on individuals responsible for human ri;hts 

abu•••· ,. 
!., 

Enclo•ed you wl!1 find our request for information in 

detail. together with a copy of two newspaper articles 

~tarring thereto. 

Finally, Mr. Ambassador, allow me to seize this opportuntt 

to express, through you, my sincere thanks for the support we 

haYe received in our task from the Clinton Administration and 

from many members of the United States Senate end House of 

Representatives. 

I avail myaelf of this opportunity to renew to you tbe 

assurances of my highest consideration and esteem. 

[Signature] 

Leo Valladares Lanza 
National Human Rights Commissioner 

(Official stamp] 
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The Mational·Human Rights·Commisaioner 
.. 

!_, 

Te;uci;alpa, M.D.c •• July 31, 19g5 

Dr. Edmundo Orellana Mercado 
Attorney General- of the Republic 
Tegucigalpa 

Mr. Attorney General: 

I have the honor to sen~ you a copy of the request that I 

have made., through Ambassador Willi.am T. Pryce, to the Unite" 

States Government for ~oeumentary information on the human 

rtvhts violations committed in our country durinv the past 

decade. 

As I explain in that letter, this is the secon~ request for 

information, foliowing the request of December 21, 1993, which 

coincided with our Preliminary Report on the Disappear~d in 

Honduras: -The Facts Speak for Themselves.• In its response, 

the United States -Government asked us to be more specific in 

indlcatia; what information we needed, whence this new request 

today. 
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~you know, we have.·in formulatinQ this request for 

iafor.mat!on from the United States Government, work~~th~r -

with tbe Office of the Special Human R!;hts Proeecut·or at ell 

times. 

We ere certain that the informati.on we receive .will advance 

the legal procee41nvs initiated by tba above-mentioned Office. 

aimed •t shedding light on ~he human rights violations 

occurring in our country ~ur1n9 the past deca~e. an~ is also an 

important contribution to the effort to eliminate impunity. 

Our work, Mr. Attorney General. is part of the mission 

•ested in us by Article 59 of the Honduran Constitution, •to 

guarantee the rights and freedoms- of all Hondurans. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the 

assurances of my highest consideration and esteem. 

(Signa.ture] 

Leo Valladares Lanza 
National Human Rights Commissioner 

(Official stamp] 
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Request for Documents bt the ,;· 
National Human Ri9bt8 commissioner to the 

GOYei'NDeDt of the UDited State• : . 

ICX CategQXJes: 

J. Documentatior- on •iz ca••• of •diaappeerencaa;• 

JI. Documenta~lon on GeDe~al Alverez Ma~tinaz 

III. Documentation·oD Battalion 3-16 

I. Ca~ gf Dtsappearencea 

We ~•quest detailed inlormatioa. reports. studia•• notes, 
~ 

paper•. c1bles. memoreada. briefing documents. talkinv points, 

~nutea of meat!n;s. biogrepbical material, aad any document 
.. 

whatsoever tbat might refer to the siz disappearances that 

occurre~ io Honduras in tbe early 1980'•· 

we apecificallr request information on tbe following: 

1. All recocds coucernin9 the diaappe~_rance of Tomas 

tfativi Galvez. 

RatiYi, • teacbec end union leader, was taken from h~ 

wi·fe •• houae aod -disappeared- by •iz lllasked .. n 

•bortlr after midaloht on June 11, 1981. His 
. :·:.:.-·-

colleague and fellow union leader Fidel Martinez was 
• 

also captured. Nativi•s wife, Bertha Oliva, identif!t 
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Capt. Alexander Hern'n~ez as one of the men who 

participated in the ab~uct!on. Tbe othe~swere D 

events. The Mlcareouan Ricardo •Cbino•:Lau mey a 

biY8 been iDYOlYed. 
. 

·All records con~arning tbe disappearance of Jose 

Edu•rdo Bee•rre Lansa. 

Becerra Lanza Mas •dis•ppoared• from 4owntown 

Teoucigalpa on August 1. 1982 by DNI agents. YeaJ 

later, a member of the Nicaraguan Contras who had 

worked in Teouci9alpa admitted in a press intetviE 

that he had participated in tbe killing of tbe .. yoo 

studeat. Be indicated that Capt. Alexander Hern'n 

turned Becerra Lanza over to him with instructions 

that be was to be executed end ·~isappeared." He 

that Hernandez told him that the orders ceme from ' 

AlYarez Martinez. Becerra Lanza was murdered and . . ... 
bod7 was buri•d somewhere between Tegueigalpa an~ 

Cboluteea. 

All records concera!ng the disappearance of Germ4a 

P'rez Alem,n. 

P4rez Aleman was •disappeared• on Augus·t.·ls. 1982. 

Six heavily. armed men captured the union leader in 

broa~ daylight on a busy street in Tegucigalpa. A 

Traffic Safety patrol car followed the vehicle that 
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P4rez ~emin bad·been force4 into and eauoht up viti 

the abductors. Second lieutenant Flores Murillo got 
o# 

out of the vehicle aDd i4ant1fied him~~elf :as • mefllbe 

of G-2. the~ebr te~a•tiag tbe pu~ault b.r tbe petrc 

ca~. Aecozding ~o • fo~r member of BattalloD 3-16 

tbe •~ucto~• took P6~•• Al--'a to TAmara, wbe~e che 

unit tevul•rlr kept prlsoaecs ia elendestine 

deteation. On May 2,, 1183 1 the Per,manent Mission Oj 

Honduras at GeaeYa informed tbe UH Horklng Group, 

based on info~ation submi~ted by the Honduran Armed 

Foxce•. that DRI w•• 1nvest1v•t1ng the caae. !he 

Honduran Government once aga1D informed the UK Workln 

Gcoup on Auvu•t 31, 1183, that an investigatioD ~~· 

beiAG coaducte4. Tbe investigations produced Ao 

results. 

4. All records concerning the C1sappea~ence.of Ine• 

Conauelo Murillo Schwadere~. 
. . ... 

OD Mal'eb 13. 1983, attorney and politic•l acti•lst 

lD4a Murillo &cbwa~arer was •disapp•ared• from ~he 

cltr ot Choloma by Mllbe~• of Battalion 3-16. Her 

abductors took her to • clandestine ~etent~on center 
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in San Pedro Sula, where she was brutally tortured. 

After .ore than e montb, abe wea transferr~e to a 

mllitarr facility near Te9uciqalpa. The ~,atings anc 

•bu•e• contiauec!. Durinv her d•tention, Murillo 

~•cotnlzed •econd lieutenant Ma~co 7U1io Regalado . . . . 
Hern,n4ez •• oDe of her tortuce~•· She elao heard tt 

voice of • u.s. visitor called •Mr. Mike• b.r tbe 

Hondurans. (According to te•t1mony vlvan to Congress 

1ft lt88 b.r CIA Deputy Director fo~ Oparatioas Richer~ 

Stolz, a CIA official did visit Murillo in b•r cell 

during the course ot her detention b.r Battalion 

3-1&.) on Mar 31. Murillo's etetu• was officially 

~eeognized an~ abe was transferred to DRI headquarter 

1ft ~eguci91lpa. The DNI, througb Major Juan Blas · 

Salazar Meza, took responsibility for her deteAt1on, 

despite tba fact that it wa• Military Intelli;ance 
. 

that bad •bducted, iDte~co;ate4r an~ ~ortura4 hec. 

After Mur111o•a detention wa• made public, sbe was 

t~ansferred to_• federal prisoD, •cEFAS,• ~here she 

remained for 13 montbs until beX release Oft July 5, 

1984. 
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All recorda concerning the ~1aappea~ance of Father ,. ., 

Jame• Francisco C•raay, known aa -Father Guadalupe. 

A u.s. prl••t workiao ia central America, Father 

Caraey (or F•~·~ Gu•d•lape) aros•e4.the .Hia•~•vua . 
borde~ lato HonGu~•• iD ~ulr 1113 wl~h a small 

vuer~111e column led ~ Jo•' -.ria R•r•• Meta • 

Accordino to testimonr provided hr Floreaeio 

caballero, a former member of Battalion 3-16. Hon~u1 

soldiers captured the vuerrilla vroup in a military 

operation dubbed •Patuca.• Carney was then ta~en tc 

tbe Coatr• eupply base at El Avuac•t•, questioned, a 

burled to hi• death f~om a helicopter. Caballero 

stated that the orde~• for C.rney•s disappearance ce 

from Armed Forces Cbief Alvarez Martinez durin; • 

planning meetin; for •operation P&tuca.• According

Caballero, u.s. personnel were pre•ent at the planni 

•easton. 1aclu4lav one P•~•on whom be knew oaly es 

•ar. M!ka,• when Alvarez ordere4 bla .en to kill 

Carner and Reyes Mat• after their inter~ogatioa. 
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All recor~s concerning the disappearance of Gu•tevc 

Adolfo Morales Punez. 
·"" . :·· 

AD ecoDomiat end formec uaio~ lea~er, Gustavo Mora: 

••• ·~1sappeare4• on Ma~cb 11, 1184, forced iato a . 
·blue van br ••v•~•l armed ~n. Sup~eme court ~udg' 

Lu~• Mendoza Fuo6n an~ a FUSEP [Public Security ro1 

officer on guard at the Fo~eign Minist~ witnessed 

abduction, wbich occur~ed in downtown Tegucivalpa • 

Numerous habeua.corpus petitions were submitted in 

dars following Morales's detention, but to no avai' 

Although Mendoza reporte4 to the preaa what he bad 

seen, no authority ra~ueated the Supreme Court to 

is•ue an official statement. This case was brought 

before the UN Working Group on Forced or Involuntat 

Disappearances. 

11. Qeoeral Gu•tevo 6lvarez Martinez·.; 

We request ~etaile4 info~mation. reports. etudiea. note~ 

papers. cables, memoran~a, brleflDV document•, talking point 

~nutes of meet!ags, biograpbleal ••terlal. aad any docu.ent 

whatsoever that ~ight refer to Hon~uran Ar~ General Gustavo 
:~:-=· .. 
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A1•arez Martine~ f~om 1'80, wben he beaded FUSEP, the Public 

&ecurtt7 Fo~ce, uatil ~reb 1J84, wben be was ezpetied ea Ch: 

of the HOAdu~aa Arme4 rorce•. 

Me specificallr ~equeet the followiDg: 

1. All records conce~ninv tbe work carrie~ out b.r Gener 

Alv•~•2 ••rtlaec ia •••kiftO iufor,mat!on oa •sub¥ersive• 

movements iD Rondur•• from lt80-84. "- woul~ li~e all recor4 

.mentioning Alvarez witb refe~ence to the use of abductions, 

dlsappe•~•ftces, •~d tortures di~ected against •subversive• 

vroups or individuals, and with reference to violations of. 

h~an ri;bts. eztra-leval operations, death squad activitl••· 

aod the malutenance of clande•tine priaons.· We seek recorc!s c 

the appointment of General Alvarez as a member of tbe Armed 

Forces ln Januar.r 1982, aa well aa all records coocerniag the 

bla estab11shmeat in lt82 of the Military Intelligence Unit 

kaown •• •Battalion 3-1&.• Flnallr, we would like any records . . .. 

tbat mention the oeneral'e connections with 3-16. up uatll 198· 

_ 2. All records concerning tbe general's c:ouec:tions with 

the·Argeatine ~me4 Forces from lt8D to 1984. We also seek 

records concerninG a r~est br Alverez to tbe Arventlne 

snilltarr to train members of the Honduran police fg:r:ce in 1980 
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when he headed FUSEP. •nd·recorda concerning Alvarez•• 

establishment, with Argentine assistance, of an anti-subversivt 

UDit within PUSEP calla~ the Special Operations Co~and (COE) • 

We al•o •••k records concerning the OD90iD9 COftD&Ct!ObS betweer 

tbe Arventinea and the Honduran m11ltarr th~ougb 1914; 

3. ADy record• wbetsoeYer tbat meAtioa General Alvarez· 

~itb reference to the apeclfic 41seppearance• of Tom'• Hativi 

:·· C'lvez (JUDe 11, lt81). Jose Eduardo Bece~r• Lanza (August l, 

1JB2). Ge~an P'r•~ Alem'n (Auvust 18, 1982). lnes Conauelo 

Burillo Schwadare~ (March 13, 1J83), Father James Francisco 

Carney, known as Fathe~ Guadalupe (July 1983), and Gustavo 

A4olfo Morales Funez (~rch lB, 1984). 

4. All records concerninv the ha~recks revolt against 

General Alvarez Martiaez in March 1~84 led by current Vice·

President of Honduras General Walter L6pez Reyes. 

III. S•ttalion 3-lfi 

. . . .. 

We request 4etalle4 iafor.matlon, reports, studies, notes, 

papers. cablea. ~cen4e, briefing documents,. talking points, 

•inutes of meet!ags, biographical ~aterial, end anr 4ocument 
. .-· 
~ ..... 
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whatsoever tbat might have ~een generated by u.s. Government 
,,. 

avenciea between 1979 aDd 1J84, iDcluaive, regar~ing Battalio: 

3-1&, a aailltary intelllgeace UDit aet up to monitor and 

de•tror •aubYer•ive• organlzetioaa •D4 iadividaels iD · . . . . . 
Honduras. Ne also 8eek •o.r document• wbatsoeYer that ~ght 

.. 

~•fer to the inatitutSoaal forarunnera of 3·1,, i.e., tbe 

:·· ~G~oup of 14, • a •peaial intelligence wdt comprised of ~nembez 

of the Honduran ~lltarr. established ia 1979 and dissolved 1~ 

1982. and the -Group of 1o,• • uDlt that ezisted for a few 

1n0nths in 1982. prior to the eat:ab11ahment of 3-lC later t:b"at 

"ar. 

He apecificall7 ~equest the following: 

1. All records coDcerning tbe orivins. structure, 

planning operations, trainiDg, aDd ~r• of the Group of lOw 

the Group.of l4w and Battalion 3-11 f~om 1'79 to 1984, 

inclusive. We would elso like 111 records tb•t make reference 

to· BattalioD 3-16 end th• otber g~oups mentioned with respect 

to·- the use of abduction•• disappearancee, 1:1d tort'Jre directed 

agaio•t •sub¥er•1ye• o~v•alaatioas end in4iv1duala. and witb 

referen~e to bumaa rigbts vlolat!ons, extra-lev•l op~ra~ions, 
.. -· 
.~_ .. 

death squad activities. and the maintenance of clandestine 

priaoas. 
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2. Any recorda whatsoever that mention Battalion 3-16 

•ad/or it•.foxarunners with refe%eoce to the •pacific 
,j 

disappearances of Tomi• ftativi Galvez (June l~, 198i),. Joae 

Eduardo Becerra Lanza (August 1, 1182), oa~an Pe~ez Alem6n 
. 

(AUgu•t 18, 1t82), Ines conauelo Murillo Schwaderer (Karch 13, . 
1113). Fatber James Prancl•co earner, known 18 Fatber Gua4e1Ui 

C~lr 1183), aDd Gu•t•vo Adolfo Morales Fune& (March 11. 1984) 

3. All records concernin9 tbe following individuals who 

were member• of Blttalioa 3-16, its forerunners·. or other 

•pecial HoDduren A~e4 Forces or police spacial enti-subve~si~ 

uaite: 

Juan ~pez Grijalva (G-l) 

Alexander Hetn,a4e~ (Bat~alion 3-1') 

Oscar R. Hernandez Cb'vez (Battalion 3-16) 

se;undo Flores Murillo (G-2) 

Juan Ram6n Pefta Pa& (Battalion 3-16) 

Floreocio Reyea Cabellero (Battalion 3•16-) 

Jos' Barrera Martiuez (8attal1oa 3-16) 

Marco TUllo Regalado Hern,ndez Lara (Battalion 3-16) 

Ma~io A3drube1 Qui&6nez (B•ttalioa 3~1&) 

... _ .. 
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Ciro Pablo Fern,ndez C. (Bettallon 3•16) 

Carlos Perelta (Group of 14) 

Luis A. Diacu• Elwir (Bettelion 3-16) 

Lui• Alonso Vllletoro V1lleda (Battalion 3~16) 

8111r F•r~~ado Jo7a ~Ddola (Battallao 3·11) 

Vic&Dte Rat••l C•aalea M4n•z (l•ttal1on 3-18) 

Ma~co TUlio A:rale Vindel (Battalion 3-16) 

Jordi Rem6n Montafiola (8attalion 3~16) 

Inocente Bor,aa Santos (Battalion 3-16) 

Juan Blo3 Salazar (DRI) 

United Statea Qoyerament AgencieJ 

We ~equest tbe United State• Government to seerch the files 

of tbe follo~ing •9eAciea fo~ do~nts relating to the three 

aub]ect ar••• refer~e4 to above. 

1. Ceotx•l Iotelligence Aqensr CXA 
. 

. ·-· 

We specif!c•llr requeat tbat the CIA search the records of 

tbe {OllowiDg unit• ox offices: 

- Directo~ate foe latelligence, African end Latin American 

Analyst.; Office .·:._. .. . 

- Nationel External Assessment Center, Political Analysis 
' 

Office 
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- ~ational Intelligence Office for Letin America 

- Legislative Liaison Office 

- Office of. the lnapector General 

- ClA StatioD, Te;uc191lpe 

He alao re;ue•t tbe Aaeaey to •••k detailed lnto~at!on 

reports •. studtea. not••· pape~s, eables, memoran~a. briefin~ 

documents, talk1D9 points, minutes of meetinga. biograpbiea: 

~terial, aDd aay document Mhatsoever generated between 197~ 

and 1984, inclusive. re;ardiD; various additional subjects: 

Me specifically re;ueat the followin9t· 

1. All records concerning tba training and equipment 

furnished by the CIA to Battalion 3-16 .and its forerunners, 

_includiug the training provi~ed jointly with members of the 

Argentine Armed Force• at • camp in Lepaterique. Hon~uras. 

&uch doc:uments should include an interrogat~on manual writter. 
= •.. 

bf the CIA for Honduras in 1983, and • later •revised• versic 

thereof. Additional documents sbould inclu~e a report from t 

CIA Inspector Gener•l lo 1988 oa t~a!nlnv ~iapensed b7 the CI~ 

to the HoDGuran A~ed Forces. 
:;:*: : 
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z. A copy of tbe letter written in 1986 by CIA Directc 

N1111•• C•••r to the Senate Select Committee on Intelligence 

d••cribiag human ~ight• iD Hondu~•• aDd 4i•cussinv the links 

betweea DR! an4 •ELACH,• a rtvht-Mlng de•th •quad • 

. 3. All ~•cord• generated b.r the Agencr ia re•poftse ta ' 

!a connection with an article in the •~ York Times magazine 

~une ,_ 1181. by James LeMoyne. dlacuss~ag tbe role of the c: 

in training the Honduran Army in interrogation techniques. 

4. All records generated by the Agency :ln re;ard.to a 

June· 1988 bearing before tha Senate Select Committee on 

Intelllvence •t which Depu~ Director for Operations Richard 

Stolz teetified on what the· CIA knew •bout a 198.3 •Honduran 

Interrogation Manual.• 

s. A copy of • CLA memorandum dated July 10, 1989, to t 

SeGete Select Committee on Inte111oence en~itled •stu~y on 

!nter~ovatlon Training in Honduras.• . . ... 

..
:,.. .. 
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II. Deportment gf Defenee (DQDl 

We specifically request the DOD to search the r.ecords of 

the following units or offices: 

- Office of tbe A8sistant Secretar.r of Defense for 

IntezDational Security Affairs (ASD/ISA) ~ Int·er-American 

Affair•; 

- Joint Corps- J-2, Western Hemisphere Division~ 

- Joint Corps, J-3, Western Hemisphere Division; 

- .loint Corps, J-5, Western Hemisphere Division; 

u.s. Southern Command, Quarry Heivhts, Panama; 

- u.s. M11Gp, Te;uci;alpa: 

- Joint Task Force, Bravo (JTF-8)., soto Cano Air sase, 

Honduras. 

We also request the DOD to seek deteiled information, 

reports, studies, notes, papera, cables, memore~da.·briefing 

documents, talkin; points, minutes of meetings, biographical 

material, and any ~ocument whatsoever gener~ted between 1979 

and"198C, inclusive, reQardlng one additional subject: 

We spe~ifically request all recorda generated in connection 

with the DOD inveatl;ation into human rights abuses by the 

Honduran Security Forces. Articles in tbe New York .. ri..mu anO 
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the Waahiogton ~. which we eaclo••• referred to the 1986 

1nveat1;at1on. 

. . . 
III. Defense rnt§llt;ence Agencr coxa> 

~ •pecificallr request tbat tbe DXA •••rch the records 

tbe followiav uoita or officea: 

- Directorate for Reeearch. West Europe/Latin America 

Division: 

DIWDIR-4; 

Defense Jntelli9ence Officer for Latin America; 

-···CAJIT (Central American Joint Iutelllgence Teem), · 

Hashin;too, D.C.; 

-~Office of the Defense Attache, Tevucivalpa. 

IV. United Stetes Acmy_ 

He apec1f1cally request the u.s. Army to search the record: 

of tbe following units or offices: 

·-"Office of .tbe Deputy Chief of Staff for Intellig•nc:e: 

~-Office of the Deputy Chief of Steff for Operations and 

Plana (ODCSOPS), Po11tical-Mlllterr Division, Regional DesJ 

for the Western Hemisphere; 

- U.S. Army Deputy Inspector General; 
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- United Stac•• A~ Intelligenc• and Security Command 

(JRSOOM). !Deluding the A~·s Foreign IntelliQ~nce 

Activit1••~ .. , 

~ l•••atb Special Fo~c•• G~oup (Airborne), Firat Special 

Forces Group, Fort Bravv. RC. 

w. request 1a particular a report on the vi•it to 8atta11or. 

3-16 on April 22, 1984, by Gen. Sydney T. Weinstein, ~ctar 

~~lle-URi.t.e4~ire--'4i.~.L.tra-~y-Re.s~b-Sc.boo 1 • A~ CeAt..ar. 
~aaander. u.s. Arttry lutellisenc& Ccater, aDd Ccnauuulaut, u.s. Army 
latelliaeoce School. Ft. Wachuka. A% · 

v.· Rational Seeurity·Council CNSC) 

we specifically reque•t that the NSC to search the .records 
. 

of tb• followino units or office•: 

-~Restricted Inte~-Avency Group (Central America). 

VI. Deportment of State (QOSl 

we·specitically request DOS to search the recor~s of the 

followinq uuits or officess 

-·central file• of the Department of Defense [sic]; 

.;.. .. Bureau of lntelllgence and Re•eal'cb: 

-·United States Embaasy. Teoucivalpal 

--Other u.S. Embassies, es appropriate (Argentina,.Mexico). 
. . . 
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We •l•o 1equa•t 6t•te"to seek detailed information, 

reports. •tudiea. notaa. papers, cables, memo~anda,~1br!efin 

documenta, talkinG point•, ~nate• of .. atings, b~oarephica 

mate&-1•.1, •nd anr documeat whetaoeYeE tene~ate~ baat .. n 117. 
. . 

aaG liiC, lDclu•ive, reverdiag oae ed41tiona~8ubieet: 

We epeclflca11y retu••t tb• followlags 

1. . Copiea •ad •11 d~af~ •n~ ver•lons of tbe annual b~ 

rivhts ~eporta produced by tbe u.s. Emba•sr ia Tegucigalpa t 

1980 to 1984, inclusiveJ 

2. All records re9a~dia; the temporary disappeerance. o 

~OU~Daliat O•ca~ Reyea aa4 bl• Wife Gloria. OD July 8# 1t82. 

Followin; tbeir capture b.r members of the militar,r, Ambasaadt 

· Regroponte c1iscua•ecS. tba case with Gu. Alvarez Martine&~ -·anc 

tbe couple wea eventuelly released; 

3. . All records venerated in reapon•e to the pres• 

confe~ence held in Mexico Citr la August 1982! br Col~ Leoni~ 
. . .. 

T~rre• Art••~ expelled lDtelliganca ehlef of tbe Honduran A~ 

Fo~cea. To~res Aria• di•cusaed tbe oper•t1ons of Battalion 

J•l& in gre•t ~etall, ineludln9 the uait'• 11nk to va~ious 

case• of disappearances: 
.... · : ...... 
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4. All records concerning a meetino in October 1983 
,. 

at the u.s. ~·••r in Te;ucigalpa between Scott !hayer, e 

political office~. •Ad member• of COFADEH (Co~~tee of 

Relatives of tbe Detained aAd Dl•eppeared ln Hondu~••); . 
s. All ~egor~ conceraiuv the Speci•l eollldttae to 

lave•tlgata .. clal• of Dlaappe•raaca• iD Honduren Tecrltory, 

eatabl!ahed on June 14. 1984, by Gen. Wel~er LOpez. Chief c 

the Armed Forces. Tbe documents should include those genet 

iD response to the Committee's report isaued on October 17, 

1985; 

&. All recorda vene~ate4 br state in Eeeponse or in 

relation to an article in the New York %1mes magazine by Jaft 

LeMoyne "'" June 5, 1918, which dl•cussed the role of. tbe··CIA 

providing training to the Hon~uraD A~ in iaterrogation 

techniques; 

7. . All records eoacerninv the •erdict banded down in J\ 
~ ... 

1'81 br tbe lAta~-American Court of Human Riobt•, flndlng tb£ 

Hondur•n Governm.nt vu11ty with respect to tba 41•appeerance 

An9el ReDfredo Vel••quea Rodriguez• 

.. ~· 
:;..• .. 
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October l4, l99S 
MEMORANDUM TO: 

?.i OCT 14 P~ :06 

S/S .--· MDREW D. SENS 
s/S(S) Ezecutive Secretary 

RICK E. YARNUZZ:I· 
Executive Secretar.r 
central lntellioence 
Agency 

ABA &ational Security COuncil 
L 
H 
A 
DRL 

\.~CWA 

NARRER A. Ut'HE YVODE M. HARRISON 
Ezecutive Secretar,r 
Department of the Army 

ExecutiYe secretary 
Defense Intelligence Agency . 

... . 
COL·. ROBERT P. MCALEER, USMC 
Executive Secretary 
Department of Defense 

SUBJECT: Request from Honduran Government Human Ri9hts 
Ombu~sman for United States Government Documents 
Relevant to Human Rights Investigations: omitted. 
Attachments 

REF: Memorandum ~ated October 12~ 1995. same Subject 

The documents attached were omitte~ from the refereneed 
memorandum (Tab 2). They are: 

-- English tranalat!on of a June 13, 1995. letter from 
Honduran Attorney General Edmundo Orellana seekino all 
information in the files of u.s. government ~~encies 
concernin9 the disappearance of u.s. citizen Fatber James 
Fraaeis Cerney in Septe~r 1983; and 

-- Envlish translation of a June 15~ 1J,S, request from 
Sonia Marlyna de Flores, Special Prosecutor for Human 
Rlgbta (withia the office of the Attorney Gene~al), seeking 
information about CIA operations and contacts with Honduran 
officials. disappeared persons. arms trafficking, ~.Jttallon 
316, and other lftatters. ·· ... -· · 

Attachments: As stated 

~ ,4~ 
Kenneth c. Brill 

Executive Secretar.y 
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REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS 
PUBLIC MINISTRY 

Tegucigalpa, MDC, 13 of June 1995 
Document No. FDH/220/95 

Excellency Mr. Ambassador: 

I have the honor to write to you in reference to the 
investigations which the Special Prosecutor for Human Rights is 

.... ~.onducting, in relation to cases of forced disappearances in 
·our countr.r during the decade of the 19ao•s. 

Among the cases qiven priority is that of James Francis Carney, 
.Priest, citizen oE the United States, better known as •Father 
Guadalupe,• who disappeared after bein9 captured alonq with Dr. 
Reyes Mata around the beginning of December (sic) 1983, after 
entering from Nicaragua. To obtain evidence in support of our 
work, we are conducting pertinent investigations, and in this 
sense :·t.re address you to request that we be provided all the 
infor,m~tion in the possession of the Department of State and 
other ·governmental offices of the United States, about the 
forced disappearance of Father Carney. 

We believe that the infor.mation you give us will contribute to 
the investigatory process and will give greater solidity to our 
intent to carr,y out the corresponding judicial actions. 

I thank you beforehand. for your attention to this matter, and 
avail myself of the opportunity to reiterate to you assurances 
of my consideration and respect. 

Sincerely, 

Edmundo Orellana Mercado 
Attorney General of the Republic 

His EXcellency William T~ Pryce 
Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of America 
At his office 

-. . .. 

.-· ·.• ... ·. 

~u: 
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REPUBLIC OF HONDURAS 
PtJBLIC MINISTRY 

Tegucigalpa MDC 
15 of June 1995 

Document No FEDH-0223-95 

Mr ~ Ambassador: ,. 
''~' 

. I have the honor to writa to you to ask your valuable · · 
assistance, in dir.ecting a request to the Department of State 

· .·:Cif the United States of America, to obtain the declassification 
of iDfo~ation about forced disappearances which finally will 
help us attain the historic truth which we seek.· • · 

We ask on this occasion, specific and concrete 1nfor.mation in 
reference to the following: 

a) 

b) 

c) 

c:h) 

d) 

e) 

f) 

g) 

From 1982-1986~ who worked in the office of the Central 
Intelligence Agency in Honduras. 

What activities the CIA conducted in our country. 

What Honduran persons worked ~ith the CIA agents. 

Which c~ officials participated in interrogations of 
detained persons. 

Which Honduran officials were trained in these types of 
activities. 

Who ordered, and for what reasons, the detention of citizen 
Nelson .. Mackay Chavarria. 

Reports on arms traffickin; in Honduras. 

Information about the -o~;anizatian and aomiuiatrat1ve and 
operational structure of Battalion 3-16# as well as 
information about its members from the latter years of tbe 
1970's to 1986. 

-t.. h) Structure of command witbiu tbe A~me4 Fo~ces of Honduras 
with respect to Battalion 3-16. 

i) 

j) 

What role was played by Papi Rainbow Saum with respect te·· 
the cases of Honduran citizens Nelson Mackay Chavarria and 
Miguel Francisco Carias. 

Who financed the activities of Battalion 3-16 and those of 
counterinsurgency~ and military intelligence and 
counterintelligence. 

,. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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k) Participation of the Hohahran citizens Roberto Suazo 
Cordova, Oswaldo Ramos Soto, Gustavo Adolfo Alvarez 
Martinez,. Walter Lopez Reyes, Alexander Hernandez Santos. 
Aadlcar Zelaya Rodriguez, Juan Blas Salazar Meza, Segundo 
Flores Murillo, C.ftales Nunez, Billy Peraando 3oya 
~ola, Luis Alonzo Discua ElYir, Dimas cargajal Gomez~ 
Daniel Bali Castillo, Juan Evangelista Lopez Grijalba. Juan 
Ramon Pena Paz, Jose Isaias Vilorio, Marco TUlio Regalado ~ 
Hernandez, Mario Asdrubal Quinonez Aguilar, Santos Inoeen(e 
Borjas, Luis Alonzo Moran Mo~el, Jose Ines Gradi: Turcios·, 
Pio Flores Godoy, J~se Blas Pena Pa~. Julio Cesar Funez; · 

··.·::.:·Alvarez, and Ms. Debora de Moss in counterinsurgency 
activities, or in activities related to iDtelligence.or 
eounteriDtelligence, the objective of wbich was tbe. 
Ph7Sical elimination of persoas. · 

1) Names of Honduran businessmen who incited, supported 
fiDancially. and participate4 in cases of forced 
disappearances • 

. 
11) Dates of the training received by Honduran soldiers and 

deserters from Battalion 3~16 Fausto Caballero, Florencio 
Caballero, Jose Barrera Martinez. 

m) Names of officers in eo~and of the Department of Special 
Investigations, also known as tbe Special Forces of the 
Public security Forces, 1982-1989. 

n) Names and dates of tenure of .tbe officers in command of the 
·unit called Prisoners• Guard located in the Barrio El 
Machen in Tegucigalpa. during the years 1982-1985. 

n) Original report of the police/military operation which took 
place July 8, 1982 in COlonia Florencia. Sur of Tegucigalpa, 
as vell as the names of the officers who directed and 

o) 

. p) 

commanded this operation- · 
~ -.· 

Original report of the police/military operation conducted 
· because of the burning of the COnsulate of the Uaited 
States of America in Tegucigalpa 1u April 1988. as well as 
the names-of the officers who directed and commanded this 
operation. Also information ·iD refe~enca·to the forced 
disappearanee of Honduran citizen Roger Samuel Gonzalez~ 

CIA reports or· documents in reference to the deatb of U.S..-·< 
citizen Jesuit priest James Francis Carney~ known as •Padre 
Guadalupe.· 



10 March 1997 

· SUMMARY SHEET -DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE DOCUMENTS SUBMriTED TO 
THE GOVERNMENT OF HONDURAS 

The following is a summary of documents attached hereto, for submission to the 
government of Honduras in response to their request for information pertaining to 
disappearances and other human rights abuses which occurred in Honduras in the early 
1980's. This is an initial submission; it is expected that an additional submission will be 
made in the near future. Except for redactions which have been made to protect sources, as 

· ·appropriate, as much information as possible has been retained in each document. 

#1 Response to congressional request for information on Father Donald. 
#2 Response to congressional request for information on GEN Alvarez. 
#3 Response to congressional request for information on GEN Alvarez. 
#4 Honduran Intelligence organization. 
#5 Honduran counterinsurgency capabilities. ~. 
#6 Information report on Father Carney. · 
#7 Background information on Father Carney. 
#8 Biographical sketch on GEN Alvarez. 
#9 Biographical sketch on LTC Discua 
#10 Biographical sketch on COL Pena 
#11 Biographical sketch on COL Lopez Grijalva. 
#12 Schooling information on Honduran officers. 
# 13 Argentine/Chilean military assistance to Honduras. 
#14 Argentine support to Honduran Army. 
#15 Information on GEN Alvarez. 
#16 Information on COL Lopez Grijalva 
#17 Remarks by GEN Alvarez. 
#18 Information on GEN Alvarez. 
#19 Remarks by GEN Alvarez. 
#20 Information on GEN Alvarez. 
#21 Honduran reaction to Argentine actions in Falklands. 
#22 Information on GEN Alvarez. 
#23 Information on GEN Alvarez. 
#24 Honduran/Salvadoran military operations. 
#25 Report on COL Lopez Grijalva 
#26 Intelligence summary on Honduran military. 
#27 Cuban reaction to GEN Alvarez. 
#28 Honduran military procurement. 
#29 Action against Lorenzo Zelaya organization. 
#30 Honduran psychological operations. 
#31 Information on GEN Lopez and GEN Alvarez. 
#32 Information on GEN Alvarez's death. 
#33 Information on LTC Lopez Grijalva 
#34 Information on BG Walter Lopez 



OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

INTtiERNATIONA&.. 
StiECUfUTV AP'F'AUtS 

Honorable Alan Cranston 
United.States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Cranston: 
.-·· 

WASHINGTON. 0. C. 20301-2400 

1 ~ SEP 1985 

In Reply Refer to: 
I-13983/85 

This is in response to your letter of August 23, 1985 concerning the 
involvement of United States servicemen on temporary duty in Honduras 
for a combined United States-Honduran military exercise in transport
ing Pather Donald, a United States citizen w~o was under arrest by· 
Honduran authorities. 

Our investigation into this matter determined errors in judgment on 
the part of United States servicemen on duty in-first complying with 
the Honduran request without seeking guidance from their superiors 
and second, in not reporting the incident up the chain of command. 
It also notes the Honduran military officer's role in making there
quest for improper use of United States military transportation. 
Recommendations were that United States military units be enjoined 
from assisting the Honduran Army in transporting any prisoners whether· 
civilian or military: and that the two United States servicemen in
volved be counseled in keeping the chain of command involved. The 
United States military commander has assured the American Embassy 
that the servicemen's decision to assist the Honduran military was 
motivated solely by interest in accommodating, whenever possible, 
requests by host country counterparts. It·was also clear that there-
was some doubt in the United States servicemen's minds as to Father 
Donald's true.nationality. The United States military commander 
agrees that errors in judgment were made, but also cites these other 
factors contributing to the incident. 

We are in the process of taking steps to close the matter and hopeful
ly avoid its repetition. First, we will raise the episode with the 
Honduran Armed Forces Chief .of Staff to express our strong concern 
over the lack of consular access, the mistreatment of a United States 
citizen and the fact that United States military assistance was sought 
in dealing with Father Donald while he was under detention. Secondly, 
the entire incident will be reviewed with the Commander, Join·t Task 
Force Bravo, the senior United States commander in Honduras, to 
ensure the above recommendations .are implemented immediately. 

DISTRIBUITION 

1 cy OSD/CCD 
3 cy CMD~ 
1 cy USD/P 
1 cy ASD/ISA 
1 cy ASD/LA 
1 cy DSAA.CongRel 
1 c:y Chron 

Sincerely, 
' 

rden 
Briga er General, US A~y 
Director, Inter-American Region 
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*=liUt I HOFBIN 
THE UNDER SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

POLIC,. 

·Senatqr Tom Barkin 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

-Dear Senator: 

\\'ASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 6 JUL 1987 

In Rep~y R~fer to: 
. I-21602/.87 

Reference: I-11794/87 

(0) The following is provided in response to your letter of May 
22 to Secretary Weinberger concerning General Gustavo Alvarez, former 
Co~nder of the Honduran Armed Forces: 

1. (0) The Department of Defense never awarded a contract 
directly to General Alvarez, nor has the General been employed as a 
paid consultant to the Department. General Alvarez secured employ
ment as a consultant with Sumner Associates, a.New Mexico based firm. 
Sumner Associates was awarded a contract by the Department of Defense 
to conduct a classified study of Central American insurgency. The 
State Department was aware of the contract award. Within the 
Pentagon, the proposed contract award was reviewed and concurred in 
by the normal complement of staff offices responsible for such 
matters, including the Office of the General Counsel, the Directorate 
of Budget and Finance, the OSD Study Coordinator, the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for International Security Affairs, the Defense 
Supply Service-Washington, and myself. General Alvarez was also 
utilized as a subcontractor by Rand Corporation to participate in a 
study of the impact of u.s. security assistance in Central America. ·
The study involved several people representing a broad range of 
Honduran opinion. 

2. (U) Other regional analysts were offered the opportunity 
to bid on •1ow intensity conflict" research. The Department of 
Defense determined that there were aspects of the study which did not 
require security clearances and for which Sumner Associates were not 
uniquely qualified. The study was therefore divided into two partsw 
the portion which included classified research was awarded to Sumner 
Associates on a sole source basis due to the unique expertise 
possessed by that organizat~on and the security clearances required 
for part of the study; however, it was subjected to challenge by 
other interested contractors in accordance with the the Competition 
in Contracting Act (CICA). The other portion of the study, involving 
unclassified research, was opened to full competition under the 
provisions of the CICA. Award of this contract was made to Eaton 
Corporation. To the best of our,knowledge, General Alvarez has no 
affiliation with Eaton. · 

3. (U) General Alvarez is not now nor has he ever been on· 
the •Pentagon payroll•. 

4. (S). Regarding the allegations of murders.being carried 
out by Honduran mil.itary personnel, the u.s. Embassy in Bonduras has 

~sa..,. oa! ·()ridiildWig .,,.=P .. ., 1fi1F! . NIIIIIH 
n , ,..... il&>44•.•..,.. 



investigated the charges and found them to be unsubstantiated 
allegations based chiefly on the testimony of one person, Florencio 
Caballero. In addition, several USG agencies have reviewed their~ 
records and similarly found no evidence to corroborate the charges 
made by· Mr. Caballero. 

2 

s. (0) The Department of Defense was aware that General 
Alvarez, as Commander of the Honduran Armed Forces, exercised command 
of the 316th Military Intelligence (MI) Battalion as he did over all 
Honduran military units. 

6. (S/NF) The Department of Defense has no ongoing 
relationship, either formal or informal, with the 316th MI Battalion. 
The U.S. Military Group has had no known security assistance 
activities with the 316th MI Battalion with the following exception: 
The u.s. Military Group oversees the personnel exchange program (PEP) 
in Honduras. Since January 1986, one u.s. Army PEP officer has been 
assigned to the Honduran Military Intelligence School as an 
instructor. It is conceivable that in the conduct of his instruc
tional duties, the PEP officer may have instructed a past, present, 
or future member of the 316th. If so, his contact would have been 
brief. In December 1985 and again in February 1987, two members of 
u.s. Southern Command's 470th MI Group provided instruction to a 
small group of 316th personnel (approximately 17) on screening 
techniques. The two-day course was oriented on preliminary 
interviews of refugees to determine debriefing potential. With the 
exception of this course, no other training of the 316th is known to· 
have taken place. The only other known Department of Defense 
relationship with the 316th is that of the Combined Document 
Exploitation Center (CDEC). CDEC, a combined u.s., El Salvador and 
Honduras organization was formed in early 1984 and disbanded in early 
1986. Two members of the 316th, a translator and a noncommissioned .. 
officer, were attached to the organization, as were several· members 
of the 470th MI G~oup. As a result, daily contact occurred between 
470th and 316th personnel who, however, were detached from their 
parent unit. · 

7. (0) Major Hernandez was formerly Commander of the 316th 
MI Battalion, and is currently in charge of .. the Advanced Officers 
School of the Honduran Army. 

(0) I hope that this information will be of assistance to you. 

Lt Col Conaway/IA/79301 

!?ISTRIBOTION 

1 CJ4' OSD/CCD 
CV:cys CMD 
1 cy DSD/P 
1 cy ASD/ISA 
1 .cy DSAA CongRel 
1 cy OSD/LA · . 
1 cy Chron · 

Sincerely, 

z.. 11-R.Jb 
r '"' 

F: ed c. Ikle 

. -·-·-·-. 
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THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON. D. C. 20301-2400 

29 OCT 1987 
INTERNATIONAL 

,--SECURITY Af'"f'"AIRS 

In Reply Refer to: 
I-17049/87 

Honorable George Miller 
Bouse of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 20515 

Dear Congressman: 

I am writing to you in response to your 9 October letter to 
the Secretary of Defense. You requested information on General 
Gustavo Alvarez, former Commander of the Honduran Armed Forces, 
and on w~~ther or not any individuals who are, or have been, the 
subject of·:: investigation by the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights have received, or are receiving, U.S. support of any 
kind. 

With respect to General Alvarez, the Department of Defense 
never awarded a contract directly to General Alvarez, nor has 
the General been employed as a paid consultant to the 
Department. General Alvarez secured employment as a consultant· 
with Sumner Associates, a New Mexico based firm. Sumner 
Associates was awarded a contract by the Department of Defense 
to conduct a classified study of the Central American 
insurgency. The Department of State was aware of the contract 
award. Within the Pentagon, the proposed contract award was 
reviewed and concurred in by the normal complement of staff 
offices responsible for such matters, including the Office of 
the General Counsel, the Directorate of Budget and Finance, the 
Director of Contractual Assistance and Advisory Services, the 
Onder Secretary of Defense for Policy, the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense (International Security Affairs), and the Defense 
Supply Service-Washington. General Alvarez was also utilized as 
a subcontractor by Rand Corporation to participate in a study of 
the impact of o.s. security assistance in Central America. The 
study involved several people representing a broad range of 
Honduran opinion. 

Regarding your second point, the Department of Defense has 
no information on any persons who are, or who have been, the 
subject of an investigation by the Inter-American Court of Human 
Rights having received, or presently now receiving, u.s. support 
of any kind. By way of background, the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights, which is based in San Jose, Costa Rica, has 
jurisdiction oniy over the nine governments which have agreed to 
accept its jurisdiction. The court has no jurisdiction over 
individuals.. The only active case it has now is against the 



. . . 
· .. 

Government of Honduras. Information available to us indicates 
that General Alvarez' name has been mentioned in this 
ongoing investigation because of his previous leadership 
positions wlthin the Honduran Armed Forces. No final judgement 
has been issued on this case. 

I trust the above information adequately answers your 
questions. 

.Sincerely, 

f~CHARD L ARMrrAGE 
Asaistant Seaetary of Oefens9 
(lntemationat Security Affairs) 

Prepared by LtCol Conaway/IA/79301 

DISTRIBUTION 

. /.1 cy OSD/CCD 
v3 cys CMD 

1 cy OSD/P 
·1 cy . ASD/ISA 
1 cy .DSAA CongRel 

' 1 cy OSD/LA .· 
1 cy C:hron . · 
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Honduran Intelligence Organization (U) 
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11te 316th MIB was formed in Jan-
as part of .the restl'u~ of the 

intelligence system (8ee _-fi~,ll!.. The MIB 
was originally to· be patterned after a US ter
rain exploitation battalion, with emphasis on 
technical specialties. Because of the limited re
sources and technical expertise available to the 
Hondurans, the MIB's role has been ·modified 
to· reflect a more clandestine role. The MIB is 
not fully staffed and its. growth has been mea
sured due to the necessity to be selective in 
choosing its personnel and- the length of time 
required to train new members. The MIB, in 
support of national intelligence requirements, 
has established covert operational sites in ma
jor cities and is working closely with DNI and 
its network of agents and informants. In ad
.dition. the MIB works closely with the Signal 
Battalion and the PSYOPS GP, while providing 
direct support to the Special Forces Battalion 
and FUSEP's elite counterterrorist unit, the 

. ~SQuadron or Cobras.· 
-- The MIB is organized into four com

parues: S"upport, Military Intelligence, Coun
terintelligence and Internal Security, and a· 
Special Operations Squadron (Support). The 
Support and Military Intelligence Companies 
are not yet operational and it is unlikely that 
they will be in the near future. Because the · 
MIB has a high priority, support is obtained di
rectly from the J-2, J-4, or the Logistics Center 
(CALFF AA Centro de Apoyo Logistico de Las 
Fuerzas· Armadas), making the need for a well 

, developed support c~mpany minimal. The Mili-



tary Intelligence (MI) Company is limited by a 
shortage of qualified personnel, so the office of 
the J-2 does provide direct and continuing sup
port. Technical skills in such fields as terrain 
analysis, photo interpretatio~ and SIGINT ap
pear to be slowly improving as personnel re- . 
ceive training and gain experience. Overall, 
however, development of the Ml Company is 

b bl not a high priority. 
. The Counterintelligenc~ (CI) Com-
pany e most developed part of the MIB 
and apparently enjoys the highest priority. The 
CI Company is not large, probab~y less than 50 
members. The majority of the personnel work- . 
ing in or with the CI Company are DNI a21ents. 

m1SS1on of the CI is to develop intelli-
gence, through covert means, concerning sub- ' 

· versive and antigovernment groups, factions, 
oli!!i!individuals who might pose a threat. 

Penetration of leftist groups throu·gh 
t e use of agents or infonnants is the principal · · 
means oy which the CI Company is attempt
ing to accomplish its mission. It has not been 
as successful as hoped because of inexperience 

and . the incompetence of DNI agents. Inex- · · 
perience is a function of the limited number 
of trained military personnel. However, it ap
pears that a significant impediment is the use 
of DNI agents. For th~! most part, these agents 
are poorly trained, corrupt, and prone to us
ing excessive violencP.; they frequently fail to 
coordinate activities, and they have a marked 
tendency not to share or report information 
through MIB channels. Because the DNI per
sonnel are still part of FUSEP. they appear to 
prefer to remain loyal to the FUSEP Comman
der, who controls their careers, rather than the 
n~onal intelligence system. 
~The Internal Security (IS) Company 

is in many ways a duplication of the CI Com
pany because it also is primarily a covert or
ganization. However, the IS Company does 
appear to concentrate on developing domes
tic political information and is more involved 
with PSYOPS, particularly in rural areas. The 
IS Company also does some background in
vestigations and cooperates with DNI in in
vestigations such as drug smuggling, official 
corruption, and surveillance of foreign nation
als. In addition, the IS and CI Companies are 
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-·fU) 316th Military Intelligence Battalion Organization 
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closely cooperating with experts from DNI and 
. the Signal Company to develop their electronic 
surveillance capabilities. At present, they have 
the capability to conduct multiple wiretap op
erations of domestic and international commu
nications in all major cities, they place and 
use listening devices, and they use cameras or 

· for surveillance. 

access to a 
great of information it has· the further 
responsibility to support the Special Forces 
Battalion and the Cobras. The Special Oper
ations Squadron acts as the coordinator for all 
required· support such as 'communications, in
telligence, and planning, and can provide ~r
sonnel, if necessary. In addition. the MIB now 
appears to be the primary agency to conduct in
terrogations o~ captured or detained 

·~thoug-~ ·the MIB has been in op,- ' 
eration for only little over a year and despite 
significant deficiencies, it has demonstrated the 
potential to be a major asset to the national · 
intelligence effort. Nevertheless, many in the 
military and civilian government are suspi
cious of the MIB due to its growing covert ca
pabilities, ability to develop domestic political 
information, and less than satisfactory sharing 
of information directly with the J-2. Therefore, 
until the J-2 ·can exert full operational con-

. trol over the MIB, its effectiveness will lag far 
behind its potential. · 
-·Directorate of National Investigations 

(DNI I 

·The DNI is a major force in Hon
telligence due mainly to its covert, 

investigative expertise, and· the fact that the 
past J-2 was formerly its head. DNI was orga· 
ni~ed to be the criminal investigation branch 

of FUSEP, but expanded its.operations to cover 
subversion, counterintelligence, and intelli
gence gathering in the of a dedi-
cated ...... ·. L&-..... 

.IJ'II:O''-CL'.L':)'II;; DNI is primarily a criminal in 
gation agency, it has never had the analytical 
or managerial capability to satisfy national in
telligence requirements. However, with more 
than 250 FUSEP statioll$ throughout the coun
try, DNI has access to a great deal of in
formation through its network of agents and 
informants, and thus the decision to use its 
assets rather than create a parallel military 
clandestine (see figures 5 and 

reDil&ind•n- of would remain. a 
part of FUSEP as the criminjal inves

tigation branch. In practice this arrangement 
has left much to be desired primarily because 
many DNI agents are poorly trained and cor
rupt. Moreover, the DNI personnel are tom 
between tvio masters, the FUSEP Commander 
who controls their careers and the J-2. As a 
consequence, the information flow is erratic. 
FUSEP, despite its paramilitary status and of
ficers who move between jobs in the Army and 
FUSEP, is basically a police force; admittedly, 
with access to a great deal of information, but · 
without the skills or mentality to serve na
tional:· · · needs on a permanent basis. 

t.' 



liaison and 
Coordination 

Region 1 -La Cetba 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Activities 

Region 2 - San Pedro Sula 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Activities 

Region 3 -Santa Rosa de Copan 
Criminal lrwestigation 

Activities 

Region 4t - La Espeqnza 
Criminal lrwestigation 

Special Activities 

Regin 5 - Comayagua 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Acdvities 

Region 6 - Choluteca 
Criminal lfMistigation 

Special AdMties 

Regioa 7 - Teguc:tgalpa 
Criminat lmrestigadon 

S.,.:lll Acdvides 

Region 8 - Puerto Lempira 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Activities 

Region 9 ~ Oanli 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Activities 

Region 10 - Juticalpa 
Criminal Investigation 

Special Activities 

-~ 

~· (U) DNI Organization 
I 
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Honduran Counterinsurgency Capabilities (U) 

i--J-:~ - . .., 
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· ---The military has not had extensive · 
· C~erience; however, between July and 

October 1983, it conducted successful COIN 
operations in Olancho Department. The opera
tions were necessitated by the infiltration, from 
Nicaragua, of 96 members of the Central Amer
ican Revolutionary Workers Party (PRTC) who 

----1 
"" ~ . ~ ... 
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intended to foment re~rOl1Lltl~Qn. 
was alerted to the · 

.... ~-· 
t~ ... ~~ ~ huiurg~ncy Threat 

Since 
the exception of PRTC'sl983 Olancha 

·debacle, there have been no serious efforts to 
foment revolution in Honduras. Nevertheless, 
during the last 6 years, security forces have 
reacted to possible guerrilla threats on a num
ber of occasions: when 4 suspected guenil
las were apprehended neax: Yoro in September 
1981; when approximately 20 Cuban trained 
would-be guerrillas who infiltrated into Hon
duras from Nicaragua were captured in Septem
ber 1984; and, most recently, in October 1986, 
when the Army began counterinsurgency 
operations south of La Ceiba, against sus
pected guerrillas. 

· Counterinsurgency Fo~ 
• I • \ 

----Although every unit in the Honduran 
~and FUSEP is supposed to be able 

. to assume a COIN role, in practice the avail
able forces are limited. The Air Force and 

'the Navy have no dedicated COIN forces. The 
Army has only three units with stated COIN 
missions:. the Special Forces Companies, the 
15th Infantry Battalion,. and the 316th Mili
tary Intelligence (MI) Battalion. There are 

-. 

• 
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also three units with 
,companies; 2d Airborne £..1G~~~ 
3d and 6th ~mtl~ ~ ....... ..a. 

it has a well-
trained 400-man urban counterterrorist 
unit, called the Cobras, FUSEP is not a cred
ible backup to the Army in any counterinsur
gency situation. 

ill 
I 

1PI' 
.. p (!.-

~The 316th MI Battalion can •.. suppo - • 
~ · modest 

intelligence capa -
Dft)Vl•1es SOme psyops and civic

actions support. However, the MI battalion is 
small (estimated 100 to 150 per8onnel), with too 
few ~ell-trained members, a limited capability 
to analyze and disseminate information in a 
timely manner, and an inability to sustain field 
operations for extended periods of time. 



INFORMATION PAPER 

Subject: Honduran Armed Forces--Human Rights and Corruption (U) 



-A us·tamily has received US Embassy and Honduran·government suppQrt in 
locating the remains of deceased US citizen Father James Francis Carney who 
disappeared in 1983. USDAO investigations and embassy reporting of the period 
indicated that Carney probably died of exposure after being left behind by a 
guerri 11 a band. However. the family had reports from witnesses c 1 aiming Carney was 
captured. tortured. and killed by the military--some witnesses·~laiming US 
involvement. The body has never been ·found. The Honduran government has recently 
obtained infonnation on a possible gravesite- for Carney. and the investigation 
continues .. So far. there is no hard evidence that the military was involved in 
Camey·s demise. · · 



,,;· :.· ........ • .... • 1.. 
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(U) Enclosure 6: Background infonmation on US citizens and human rights in 
Honduras. . 

1. ~A US fami~y has received US Embassy and Honduran goVirnment 
support in locating the remains of deceased US citizen Father James Francis 
carney who disappeared in 1983. USDAO investigations and embassy reporting of 
the period indicated that carney probably died of starvation and/or exposure 
after being left behind by a guerrilla band transiting to its operational 
a rea . The mi 1 ita ry intercepted the guerrillas and caught or ki 11 eel most. 
However. at ·least two guerrillas said they had left· the sick and weakened 
ca~ey behind and be 1 ei ved he died from starvation. The body has never been 
found. \ \ · 

2. --- The family had reports from witnesses claiming they .saw · 
carney being· detained and tortured by the military. and later taken away and 
·disappeared:. Some of the· •witnesses· may differ from those of US and 
canadian media accounts in 1987. The media accounts were based on interviews 
given by Flonencio Caballeno.-a self proclaimed a~ death squad member •. 
caballero claimed Carney was captured. tortured. and ultimately throtm from a· 
h~licopter. 

3. -.-....:.The Honduran govemnent. responding to Embassy requests to 
assist th~. has recently obtained information on a possible gravesite 
for Carney. This investigation continues. So far. there is no hard evidence 
that the. military was involved in Carney·s demise. 
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. BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH HONDURAS 

Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 
December 1983 

(U) NAME: Major General Gustavo Adolfo Alvarez 
Martinez (ABL~vah-rehs), Army. 

(U) POSITION: Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces and Commander of the Army, since 25 January 
1982. Major General Alvarez succeeded Major 

~--- General Policarpo Paz· Garcia. 
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(U) CAREER: 

1958-? 

1962 

1963 

HONDURAS 
Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

-·Entered Honduran Army, 12 April 1958. 
Cadet, Military Academy, Buenos Aires, A~gentina. 

- Platoon Leader, 2nd Infantry Battalion, Ojo de Agua, 
January through March 1963. 

- Commissioned Second Lieutenant, 1 February. 
- Student, Counterinsurgency Course, US Army Special Forces, 

October. 

- Personnel Chief. (S-1), Special Security Force (CES). 

2 



1964' 

1964 

1965 

1968 

. · 

1969 

? 

1970 

1971 

1973 

1974 

1975 

1975 

HONDURAS 
Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

Student, Riot Control Course, International Police Academy, .. 
Washington, D.C., September-December. 

Student, Inter-American Police Academy, Fort Davis, Panama. 

Promoted to First Lieutenant, 2 October. 

- Assigned to Operations~ A~ed Forces General Staff, from 
lB July. 
Promoted to Captain, 3 October • 
Student, Officer's School of Applications. 
Assistant, G-3, Honduran Armed ·F~rces General Staff. 
Student, Infantry Officer Advanced Course, F~rt Benning, 
Georgia, .5 April through January 1969. 

- Commander, Cadet Company, General Francisco Korazan 
Military Academy, from May. 

-·Student, Counterinsurgency Operations Cours~, Fort Bragg, 
North Carolina. 

- Operations Officer, General Francisco Morazan Military 
Academy. 
Commander, Salamar Training Center, 11th Infantry 
Battalion. 

--Student, English ~urse, George Washington University, 
Washington, DC. 

- Student, Peruvian Command and General Staff Course, 
Superior War School, Cborrillos. 

-·Promoted to Major, 3 October. 

--Chief of Operations, Armed Forces General Staff, from May. 

Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, 21 December. 

- Commander, 4th Infantry Battalion, La Ceiba, Honduras. 

- Commander, Fourth !hfantry Battalion, La Ceiba, from 
6 November. 

3 
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1978 

1979 

1980 

1982 

1983 

HONDURAS 
Major General Gustavo Adolfo ALVAREZ Martinez 

December 1983 

- Commander, 3rd Infantry Bat"talion and II Military Region, 
San Pedro Sula, from September-September 1980. 

- Promoted to Colonel, 21 December. 

- Chief, Public Security Forces (FUSEP), from September. 
- s~udent, Combined Operations Course, United States .ArmY 

School of the Americas, Fort Gulic:k, PaDaiiiB. 20 November-
15 December. 

- Commander in Chief of the Armed Forc:es and Commander of the · 
Army, from 25 January. 

- Promoted to Brigadier General, 19 April. 

- Promoted to Major General, December. 

4 
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH HONDURAS. 
Lieutenant Colonel Luis Alon~o DISCUA Elvir 

"February 1983 

(U) NAME: Lieutenant Colonel Luis Alonso Discua Elvir 
( dees=Kffii-ah') , ~y. 

(U) ·POSITION: Chtef of Intelligence (G-2), Army General 
Staff, since January 1983. 

_1111111111[~ CAREER DATA: ·colonel Discua vas an honor graduate of the infantry 
advanced course and graduated from the Command and Staff College. He recentlY 
completed the military intelligence officers course at the US Army School of the 
Americas, Fort Gulick, Pan8JJ'.ct. He has served as Commander of the Coq)s of Cadets, 
Commander of the Military Academy, and chief of the ·second and third sections 
of the 12th infantry battalion •. He ~as promoted-to Lieut~nant Colonel in December 19 
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BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH 

(U) ~: Colonel Juan Ramon~ Paz,- Honduran 
Army. 

.> ·.· ::-.... (i)":l'\7'\, 
····~ 

. HONDURAS 
Colonel Juan Ramon ~ Paz 

-December 1983 

I ·(U) ~SITION: Chief of the Presidential "Generall .. 
S~fL · . 

.. • . , : ... : . . . • • . .. , .• ~· .. ·'·. ···· .. ·>'::.Jo.: ...... ~.:· _.-~ .. ~- .... : • ·.' ........ : ··... ·. ::. 

r:-·CA'UER1 · 'J.'he Colonel ia 8 sftclaate &f die General Fraaciaco .. 
razan. Military Academy (1962). ·Be vas the Army ~1 .-(Personnel)· from 1978 to 

1980 and G-4 ·(Logistics) from 1980. In 1983, be became <2lief of the 
Presidential General Staff and was in charge of security on the 1983 
Presiden~ial trip to the United S~tes. 

(U) 1»ERSONAL DATA: The Colonel is married and baa 4 children. Be speaks no 
Eagliau. 

. . 
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- BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH HONJlURAS 
Colonel Juan LOPEZ Grijalva 

:January 1984 

(U) NAME: Colonel Juan Lopez Grijalva (LOH-pehs), 
Honduran Army. (He usually goes by his matronym, 
Grijalva). 

(U) POSITION: Chief of Intelligence, Armed Forces 
Joint Staff (J-2), since January 1983. 

(U) CAREER: 

196Q-1962 

1963 

-~.··· .. · .... ··· 
·~ . . 

,. 

-Cadet, Francisco Morazan Military Academy, Camayaguela,· 
Honduras. 

- Student, Cadet Course, US Army School of the .Americas, Fort · 
Gulick, former Canal Zone, 4 March-30 April •. 



:a--: 

1 

1969 

1972 

? 

? -· 

1974 

1976 

1977· 

? 

1978 

1981 

1982 

1983 

aoNDURAS. 
Colonel Juan LOPEZ Grijalva 

·January 1984 

Student, Basic Infantry Course, US Army School of the 
Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone. 

- Delegate to the lOth Pan-American Rifle Matches, U~ Army 
School of the Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone, 7-
22 February. 

- Territorial Commander. 6th Military Zone.· 

- Student, Counterinsur~·ency Course, US Army School of tlie 
Americas, Fort Gulick, former Canal Zone. 

Student, Command and Unit Staff Coarse, US Army School of 
the Americas, Fort Gulick, Former Canal Zone. 

-Guest Instructor, US Army School of· the Ameri~as, Fort. 
Gulick, former Canal Zone, JanUary 1974-February 1975. 

- Acting Chief of Intelligence, Array General Staff. 

- Deputy Commander, 6th Infantry Battalion. 

- Assigned to OAS Peace Keeping Force, Dominican Republic. 

-Chief, National Directorate of Investigations (DNI) of the 
Public Security Fore~ . from 3 May 1978. 

-Attended Conference : ·American Armies, Washington, DC, 
October. 

.. 
-·Chief of Intelligenc£. Armed Forces -General Staff (G-2), 

from l.February 1982. 

- Chief of Intelligence, Armed Forces Joint Staff (J-2), 
since January 1983. 

- Promoted to Colonel on 21 December. 
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TRAINING 00 ARE PRESENTLY TRAINING ~(,_'(·r!/4.~ -tk.' ::'
1
;:--il/ It_... 

OVERSEAS. THE LIST INCLUOES ~HE COUNTRY ATTEN0£0. THE COURSE. (U- '-l 
DATES. AND RANK Of THE INDIVIDUAL. THE LIST EXCLUDES HONDURAN 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

AR AND CI HAVE AGREED TO PROVIDE MILITARY 
• ON A VISIT TO AR BY COLS RIERA (t«lNNURAN ARMY 

G-S AND GONZALES (DIRECTOR. HJNOURAN C&GS SCKJOl). THE PRESIDENT 
OF AR AGREED TO PROVIDE CREDIT. COUNTERINSURGENCY TRAINING. AND 
ARMS TO HO. CREDIT TERMS ARE THREE LOANS Of OOLS 15 MILLION 
EADi. TOTAL Of DOLS 415 MILLION. AT 7 PERCENT IN:TER.EST. FIRST 
THREE YEARS NO PAYMENT. TEN YEARS TO.REPAY: TOP PRIORITY fOR NEV. 
OFF THE SHELF MILITARY EOUIPM£NT FOR COUNTERINSURGENCY USE; AND 
TRAINING TEAMS (MTT) SKILLED IN COUNTERINSURGENCY OPERATIONS. 
THE FIRST· MTT HAS ARRIVED If< CXXJNTRY. AN ARGENTINIAN OFFICER 
WILL BE ASSIGNED TO HO AS fULL TIME ARMY ATTADiE. TWO 
ARGENTINIAN OFFICERS HAVE RECENTLY VISITED THE PUERTO LEMPIRA 
(1516N 083~6W) AREA TO VISIT THE MISOUITO INDIAN REFUGEE CAMPS. 
THREE CHILEANS MET WITH THE KlNDURAN FOREIGN MILITARY SALES (FMS). 
COMMITTEE AND AGREED TO ASSIST HO IN THE COUNTERINSURGENCY FIELD 
(NFI). 

I 
• 

~CN=81286/031~5 TOR=81286/2216Z. TA0=81286/2221Z COSN=MAJ2~9 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT CHIEFS Of STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE FOLLOWING: 
A. MILITARY INSTITUTES PROGRAM OF STUDIES FOR THOSE 
TO WHOM SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE BEEN AWARDED. 
8. SUPERIOR WAR SCHOOL ~GAZINE AND BOOKS ~ROM THE 

·ARGENTINE MILlT.".RY CIRCLE COLLECTION (OFFICERS' LIBRARY). 
C. OTHER REGULATIONS. 

S. BEGINNING OF TALKS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE DESlGNATEO BY 
THE HONDURAN ARMY WITH THE O~ECT OF DETERMINING THE CONDI-
TION WHICH WILl BE MADE THE. SALE OF AN AliMJNITJON 

TE~JCAL ASSISTANCE TO OPERATE PHJSPHATE AND/OR 

24 SEP 01 

' 

HCN=81267/03557 TOR= : • - • I 81267/212!tZ 

' 

•• 

COSN=IU A376 . 
.-,·PAGE ·2· OF .2 . . 
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DEPARTMENT· -oF DEFENSE CEN.TER 
J.OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE 

JNE ARMY 
HOUNOURANS. 

1. DESIGNATION OF A SENIOR FIELD GRADE OFFICER (COLONEL) AS 
ARMY ATTACHE WHO WILL ASSUME HIS DUTIES IN DECEMBER 1981~ 
2 •. DESJGNATION OF ONE SENIOR FIELD GRADE OFFJCER.(COLONEL) 
ANb TWO OTHER FJELD GRADE OF-F·ICERS (LIEUTENANT- COLONELS) 
AS GENERAL STAFF AND WAR COLLEGE ADVIsoRs WHO WILL REPORT 
TO THEIR Y STATION IN ~ANUARY '1982. 

3. AWARDING OF THE RESPECTIVE SCHOLARSHIPS FOR COURSES TO 
BE HELD IN 1982. OUTLINED AS FOLLOWS: 
A. SUPERIOR WAR SCHOOL: 1 (ONE) 
B. INT£LLIGENCE SCHOOL: 2 (TWO) 

.C. NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY: S (FIVE)--ARTJLLERY. 
~ .• ENG .• CAVAL AND QUARTERMASTER. 
C. OOMSAT SUPPORT SERVICES SCHOOL: 
t.) AUTQM)TJVE MECHANICS NCO: 1 (ONE) 
2) ARTILLERY MECHANICS NCO: 1 (ONE) 
3) WEAPONRY REPAIR NCO: 1 (ONE) 
~) ARTILLERY AMMUNITION NCO: 1 (ONE) 

MCN=81267/0355) TOR=81267/2122Z ·TA0=81267/21-2~Z COSN=MIA376 

PAff_· 
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OEPARTHENT OF DEFENSE 
JOINT ·CHIEFS OF STAFF lt£SSAGE CENTER . 

I~CCoROANCE WITH THE .FOLLOWING: . 
' A. MILITARY INSTITUTES PROGRAM OF STUDIES FOR THOSE 

f TO WHOM SCHOLARSHIPS HAVE BEEN AWARDED. 
B. SUPER lOR ·wAR SCKXlL MAGAZINE AND BOOKS FROM THE 

\

·ARGENTINE MILITARY CIRCLE COLLECTION (OFFICERS' liBRARY). 
C. OTHER REGULATIONS. 

[ 5. BEGINNING OF TALKS WITH THE REPRESENTATIVE DESIGNATED BY 
' THE KlNOURAH ARMY WITH THE OIWECT OF DETERMINING THE CONO-I-
i. TJON WHICH VILL 'BE MADE T.HE'SALE OF AN AMCJNITJON 
. TECtflJCAL ASSISTANCE TO OPERATE PtOSPHATE AND/OR 

MCN=81267/03557. =81267/212ltZ 

\ 
.\ 

..· 

• ....... . 

·cosN=t'\.1 A376 . 
PAGE ) Qf 2 
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THE ll61H ICJ 81 ADVISED TN£ ESTAOO MAYOR THAT • 
. MAGIITlJ)[ Cf All OPERATI<II TO APPI£ID) 11CE 

FPI-ll MEMBERS ID£1TIFI£D SO fAR All) 11£ IIEDJ 10 CXIIDOCT 
n OPEILY Nm SIHII.TM£00Sl.Y, A 10 MllRARY llliT SfOl.D 

· 8£ TASUD. 1liEY WAII£0 THAT SUCH M OP£IAUCII IQJlD HAVE 
'. aJISID£1ABU Ml.JCm IMPACT Mil MXlD 8RIIIi mRR£SP(IID
• Illi PIJJI[STS flOC UfTlST ORGAIIIZATJCIIS D aDfTRY. 

. .. .. :..... . 

DEPARTMENT 0~ DEFENsE 
~CS MESSAGE-CENTER 

TOTAl COPIES Rf(.lJlR£0 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~INT CHIEFS OF STAFF M£SSAGE CENTER 

TO SOOTH NCERICA 

• Llt Dl ((LOPEZ)) GWALYA &-Z fOQ 

Of 3u : Almllllf£ IWJTMf JmU.IGEIC( TO ' 
IUAY PLANS fOR HlS OEPAJTUR£ FRCIC HliOORAS 121202 Of WHAT VAS 0 TO 
B! A Olf£ WE£( TRIP WIOf \QU TAU IIIN lmiAU.Y TO A&ITIICA 
MD THEil TO UlmJAY. 

0

, INTW.1G£11C£ MAmas-:-
-l - -· 

.· .. • 

. 
~ .0 
~ ': ,·_. 

~ I 

,.. 

MCN=B2336/04464 TOR=B2336/2253Z TA0=82336/22S3Z . COSN=Mil092. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

s 
HIS PCN£1/(U) . 
THIS IS Nl INFO R£1Qll. 11JT FINAU.Y fYAlUAT£0 ltffU. 

~ ..... _. (AI) TAIVAif (TV). 

~.._ .... HIS PCMR. (!) '){ , 

' 

i 

MCN=82116/03394 TOR•82116/2312Z TA0=82116/2312Z COSN=MII172 
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DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 
JOINT·CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

• Gl CUSTAW at.VAI£1~ CIE Of IIIIDIM· AIMED 
11 A I£Cm Sff£0C THAlTH£ IOtnARY VIU. CXI4E IXMI 

IIAID 01 T[IDJS( Ml) THAT THE PHJI.OSOM Of IUCM II&H1'S DS mT 
CIEATtD to PIJffi11£1D1StS All) SliVERSMS H lJM to PIDCJit 
MUC DISOIID. ALYOO ASO $lUI HIGHLY Of Ol IDlE BY CU. 
llOJ (0 Oli£f Of G£1£1Al. STAff} Of PROCJTJIIG IIIDUSTIY D Til 
SAl P£0~ StU Uszilf 08802V) AREA AND MAIIlTAIIIIIi PUBUC CIDER. 

10 FO. al. 
AHD RRlS. CM£ 

IXIIIICUO Cll T£1DISTS MD StiMRSMS. HE STAtm tHAT tHE 
• fJIIIlOSGIHY Of IUCAI UWS VAS JIJl CI£AT£D TO .fiJIICT T£1DISTS 
• SIIVEISMS. MD aDC TO I'IDIRt MLlC ·DIDDO. D·VAS n 

CI£ATED·to ~ 11GS[ H IEaJV[ TRAIIIIIE II SABOt& MD 
GUEIIJI.IJ CftiATICIIS. SPUDE lEfOR£ l W&£ UlDI:E tlllCii 
IICUIO NAif m IUSIIDS Mm UID UAD£RS II SAl ftDII) SULA 
ALVAII£2 SAID tHAT HE am£ TO DWYER nas ICESStiG£ II SM P£DII) 
SULA BECAIJS( 111£ em ts 111 IIIDUSTRIAl ltEART Of 11CE CIUIIIY MD 
111 PUC£ HI£ UnJST ACT1YJSM liAS BE£1 JClST II EVID£1CL HE 
rumo StATtD THAT TIE MUD FOitC£S Vlll MJT Al.l.Ot ltiiDISK TO . 
. TAl£ IXJl II Ttl[ lOST JJMTAIT IIDUSTIIAL S£a0R Of 11CE CXU111Y 
Aim Cll JIIIOCIIIO Of IIITIITM MD QUWj£ U£ VII.IJE 10 · 

~ ··. 
~-.. ~ .. 

·I. 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
"OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAG~ CENTER 

AT u RAl~mfj······ II) IOUTARY MD WIOSHJP FRT A 
-..;urn •·""' TO GO THQ&C mH THE lUll TAU£0-ABM N££TIIIi AND 
1111£f01£ VIU SOl) SWOR MiliTARY OffJCOS TO IEPR£SOIT 
IOIJURAS. tOIEVEI, tOIJURAS IS £SSmiAUY fUYIIG .RI.TIJC£ AND 
VJU Oft. Y OJSOJSS JmiATMS mHII 1M£ fiM£WRI: Of THEIR SU 
POUlT PfACE PW. Ttl tOIOORAIS VJU 1m AOORESS BJLATtRAl 
ISSUtS D AGREE TO MEASURES.WICH OilY AffECT tOIIU - 11fEY AR£ 
AIWWIT IN TH£JR POSfli«< THAT JffffiATMS ICUST HAVE A R£GIOIAL 
RXlJS. BG£11 AlVAREZ VJU lOT ATlOID THE" flRST mTIMi SIIICI n. 
Vlll 8£ All ImiAl. ·urs GET ~ITDr' SESSIOi, BUT fO'[S THAT 
TIQS VIU BE THE fiRST Of A S£11ES Of PARLm 111 WICH HE VJU 
mmJAUY PAITJCJPATt. I£PR£Smlli 1D0Jus VlU BE O:X. 
((BlQ))) IDSA, OO£f Of M Ill GEII£1Al. STAff. CXl ((BAll)) 
asTIUO, CDR Cf fUS£P. Ol UEI ((IOITOYA)). CDIII) IAVY. COl 
((IE&AlJDO)) UIA, 10 AIIMED FORaS JG, Ol ((SAICIIZ)) 
YAlJ.ADARES, COl 5TII INF 81. Ml) O:X. IJMJLO ((FEIR£1A)), CDR UTH .... 

MCN=821~0/02508 TOR=e21~0/15~62 TA0=821~0/15~72 COSN=MIAS92 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 
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... .- DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~OINT CHIEFS OF STAf.F MESSAGE CENTER 

.~ .. SliM: Cll. &USTAVO ((ALYAR£Z))·ICAITIIIEZ, CXIIWID£I Of 
til1llsUC S£CURDY F0RaS (FUS£P), VAS IIIAIIJOJSLY S£1.£CIID lAST 
II8Ir AS CXIMID£1 II OQEF. (CD£) OF 1H£ IOOJRAII AIMED FalCES 

. IY THE IATmW. CXIIii£SS. ALVAREZ, tftO VAS S£L£Cm) FDA UST 
Of 1IIIEE WIOI IIClJI)£D 01. IOITOrA (COtWI)[R Of 1ttE lAW) MID 
at FLORES TIIR£SJI (MIIIST£1 Cf O£fEIISE). VIU HEAD THE ARMED 
fliCES fOi A P£RJOO Of FM YEARS. PR£SS WRIT£-tiP Ill.A PR£ISA 
SAID Of ALVAREZ tHAT -.c£ IS COISIDERm A MAll VITH A mL DEfilED 
DmJXiY Aim CE Ill) IS A CDSTMT DEF00£1 Of ODURACY AS THE 
STSTtM Of GMRIICEif~ • 

I 
,. -·--

MCN=B2026/04063 T0Rc82026/2237Z. TAD=82026/2259Z· COSN=MIA767 
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OE!lARTMENT Of 
~OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

~IDDLSIKIIIOOIIAI Cit!( T£US IT UtE n 

THIS IS M liFO 1£f'Ofn. IIOT FINALLY fVAlUAT£1) INTEl 
l. (U) ORY: fONDURAS (t«)J 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

~OINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

mJRAS/iEl SALVAiiORJtOOJRAS/ El SALVADOR 
(U) 

fJNAUY EVALUATED JllTU 

Of liUST AVO Al.VAR£2 
llfi•I-Kl AND £S HAVE AGR££0 TO PAITlCJPAT£ IN A 

·axJIADIIiAT£0 OPERATIC* II THE PER(XJIN-IIQJATEII(ll[ BOLSOl 
AREA NORTH (f P£~111 TO RID TH£ AI£A OU AND Foi AU Of THE 
JISURGEIIT a.ctllTRATIOO 111 TH£ ZONE. BG Al.VAI£1 STAT[O THAT t«> 
IIITIALLY mA.D DEPlOY M BATTALIQIS (THE lOTH MD 11l Sll() TO 
OCOJPY BlOCUIIi POSfliOO WHi TH£ IIORTH£111 EIXit Of THE 
UQJAT£11~ BOC.SOII. KMYER, Oil THE OPEIATIOII GOT WIDERVAY. 
THE £S GEiiERAl.STAff HAD j(iR££0 TO Al.10I THE toOJRM FORC£ TO 
MEP THI EllTIRI BOLD AREA, 10 BY 11101, VIllf lH[ £S UNITS 
DEPlOYED THE BWmARY Of THE 110 lEal f48 

10: 
11. (U) COl.1. IGCT COOlS: DE 
U. (U) SPEC IIISTI: OIRC 10 

. . ., .. ' . ,. 
16. (U) £1Cl: lfA iiiillll OliG: NA 

\.. 
MCN=82176/04426 TOR•82176/23302 TA0•82176/23342 COSN•MII481 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
vOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF MESSAGE CENTER 

HAS TY TO GATHER INTEL, 60TH 

3. (U) Till£: UPDAT£ Olf fOIDURAII PUBLIC S£CURITY fORCES <FUS£Pi 
4 lllfO: IZOlll 

llaiTLY 111 fOHI OIIWIO or 11tE 
)), IECME CIIIC Of 1tl IIJIIDURAii AIMED fORCU AND 

VAS IEPUaD If· al UCIUDAS ((TORIES) l ARIAS, RIKRL\' Jl£ ,.z 
Cl Til[ MO fOICES W£W. STAff. ALYAID G£YEUftD 1H£ 
lfMATlCI Cl ltllli A RAID IOStD AID~ 
llll.IIATI'*S tO£ Mn-aMUflST. -

THRWiH TK£ 0111 AND A SPECIAL INVESTIGATIOOS/SUBVERSJV£ UNIT. 
THE 0111 OONC£NTRATES ON llfTERNAl. SUBVUSIOI AND THE SlBVERSIYE 
THREAT fD AR£AS ADJAC£NT TO tomuRAS' AN 

I lifO· BOVEEI fUSEP 

01/ ~1) 
MCN=S2071/0415.6 . TOR-=82071/2122Z TA0-=82071/2122Z COSNcMII793 ~~ 
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Individual Items Of This eport 
UNCLASSIFIED Unless Otherwise Indicated 

This Is An Information Report Not Rnally Evaluated Intelligence 

COUNTRY: Honduras (HO) 

TITLE: Hof'\.duran Military Intelligence Sunmary . 

REPORT DATE: 
CYYMMDOI 

REQ REFERENC 

DETAILS: __ _ 

1. (U) Political-Military Situation. 

a. (U) After virtually 10 years of mil ita~ governments in Honduras, elections were 
held 29 Nov 1981 to elect a civilian government which was installed 27-~n·1982. The new 
President of the Republic is Dr Roberto SUAZO'Cordova, a medical doctor~rom the town of 
La Paz, HO. The Provisional ·President, General de Division (equivalent to·US Maj Gen) 
.Polica~ PAZ Garcia, not only relinquished the Presidency, but also his roles ·as Chief 
of the Anned Forces and Conlnander _of the Anqy. These two posts were assumed by Anny COl 
Gustavo ALVAREZ Martinez. The National Congress was also installed 27 Jan 1982, and the 
President· of the Congress is Efrain BU Giron. 

. ·b. (U) The elections resulted in the mOderate liberal Party (PLH) winning 44 sea~s 
in the new 82 seat Congress. The National Party (PNH) won 34 seats, the Innovation and 

5Unity Party.(PINU) won 3 seats, and the Christian Democratic Party (PDC) took 1 seat. The 
4margin of victory for the PLH was approximately 150,000 votes over their c~osest rival, 
3the PNH, a virtual clear mandate from the peo~e to institute their programs unchallenged. 
2The previous administration, which was composed of senior m~litary officers and Liberal 
.land National Party politicians, proved to be too weak and divided to adequately deal with 

(I 
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_ the country's many economic, social, and political/military problems . 

.,_ 

. --: c. (U) The economic situation continued to deteriorate as the "caretaker" qovernment 
was unable to deal with the problems of increased oil prices, high interest rate·s and 
low investment, capital flight, low export volume, and pervasive corruption. In 1980, 
the Govemment sought assistance from the International Monetary Fund ( IMF), but, for 
domestic political reasons, was unwilling to adopt the austerity measures the IMF recom
mended, thu\ receiving no monetary help from that agency. The worsened situation forced 
the previous administration to institute the IMF recommendations. The new Government and 
military leaders have pledged thenselves to .. cleaning up11 the economic situation as their 
number one priority, and the prevalent corruption. If the new leaders of Honduras are 
able to solve these problems, or at least start making changes, then the tuture should be 
brighter for Honduras. 

d. (U) The unsettled conditions in neighboring El Salvador, Guatemala, and Nicaragua 
have begun to affect the isolation which Honduras previously enjoyed. There has been an 
increase in kidnappings, bombings, and robberies, but no US personnel have been targeted 
since the attack oh~ 5 US military members in Sep 1981. 

~ .. 
~-- g. (U) The Honduran militant left has limited its activities to assisting Salvadoran 

guerrillas a chi eve their logistica 1 needs th·rough the smuggling of weaponry and other, 
supplies throug~ Honduras. There is no hard evidence that these leftists have any signi~ 
ficant popular support locally.· Nevertheless, the tnstability and turbulence in Central 
America is feeding local pressure for changes in Honduras, which the new civilian Govern
ment has remised to try to rectify during their administration. 

~· 
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(U) Key Officials. 

a. President: Dr Roberto SUAZO Cordova. ·.• .. 

b. Ministee of Foreign Affairs: Edgardo PAZ Barnica. 

c. Min.is~er of Defense and Public Security: Col Jose SERRA Hemandez (Air Force). 

d. Chief of the Anned Forces and Conmander of the. Anny: Col Gustavo ALVAREZ 
Martinez (Anny). · 

e. Chief of the Anned Forces General Staff: Col Jose A BUESO Rosa (Ant\Y). 

f. Chief of Anned Forces General Staff Intelligence: Lt Col Juan LOPEZ Grijalva (Anny). 

g. Air Force Commander: Col Walter LOPEZ Reyes. 

h. Navy Comnander: Col Ruben H MONTOYA Ramirez (Anny). 

i. FUSEP Commander: Col Leonidas TORRES .Arias (Army). 

. . 
(U) Population: 3,838,000 as of 1 Jan 1981. 

a. (U) Males (ages 15-49): 839,000; physically fit, 498,000. 

b. (U) Ethnic Divisions: 90% Mestizo, 7% Indian,· 2% Negro, and 1% Caucasian. 

c. {U) literacy: 47% of population 10 years old and over (est ~970). 5.-
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