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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS RELATING TO

THE EMPLOYMENT OF U.S. FORCES IN LEBANON (U)

FIRST INSTALILMENT
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Deputy Under Secretary of State Robert Murphy, in
8 letter to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
3tarf, requested the urgent preparation of an
operational plan "for poasible combined U.S8.-U.XK.
military intervention in the event of an imminent
or actual coup d'etat in Lebanon and/or Jordan.”
Mr. Murphy proposed that the plan be prepared by JCS
officere in collaboration with British military
authorities in the US, He emphasized that the Dy
project would be on & contingenoy basis only, as no o
deoision had been taken to intervene in Jordan or
Lebanon under the contemplated circumstances,
cos 3528?8Ltr, DepUSec8tate to CJCS, 8 Nov 57,
C

-23257) seo 2. | e .
According to the New York Times, a violent "“;;; _:w
Egyptian radio and prees campalgn against Jordan's A

.oy

King Hussein, openly calling for his assassination,
had been golng on for several days. The Egyptian
propsganda barrage was causing Western and neutral
diplcomats to fear that a new crisgls was in the
making in the Middle East,

NYT, 9 Nov 57, 1l:4.

The JCS designated Maj Gen Verdli B, Barnes, USA,
Chairmman of the Joint Middle East Planning Committee,
to represent them in planning with representatives
of .the British Chiefs of Staff for peoasible US-UK
military intervention in the event of a coup d'etat
in Jordan or Lebanon. (en Barnes was instructed to
use a8 basic guidance the plan recently prepared by
JMEBPC for unilateral US military action in the same
circumstances and to take the forces allocated in
that plan a3 the maximum possible US force
contribution. JC8 believed the forthcoming plan
should be written in terms of a coordinated opera-
tion by US and British forceces, without a combined
command structure. It should not envisage any US
logistical support of British unita but should if
possible provide for use of British facilitles on
Cyprus for US air operations and staging purposes.
To maintain close liaison and gain planning
assistance, (Jen Barnes wae authorized direct contact
with CINCNEIM and USCINCEUR. Plans produced by the
US-UK representatives would be submitted to the JCS
for final US approval. -

49} Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, and
CINCSAC, JCS 932741, 152359Z Nev 57, CCS 381
(8-23-57) sec 2. .

Following JCS-State agreement on the text, JCS
sent & mesesage to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, and CINCSAC
defining the plans urgently required for rapid US
military action to re-~establish order and the
authority of a government friendly to the US in
Jordan or Lebanon should the govermment of either
country be overthrown by coup d'etat. The pians
FEUBMME OFLAN 215-56 and
tearms of reference in the current message, derived
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15 Nov 57

16 Nov 57

: JEn

instructed CINCEUR to prepare plans in coordination
with CINCNELM for the movement of forces. CINCNEIM,
in his role as CINCSPECOMME, would have operational
control of the forces upon thelr arrival in the
Middle East. He was instructed to prepare plans
in coordination with CINCEUR for employment of the .-
forces to asccamplish the mission. ' Coordination of -
planning with the UK might be direoted later, but
no discussion with British personnel would take
place until ordered. .
(*8) Msg,; JCS to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, and
CINCSAC, JCS 932740r 1523532 Nov 57, reproduced in
¢rs) Jcs 1887/410, "plan for U.S. Military Action
in Jordan or Lebanon (#8)," 18 Nov 57, CCS 381
(8-23-57) sea 2, . .

The US Ambaessador in Amman submitted his estimate
of what the Jordanian public reaoction would be to
U8-UK support of Iraqi and Saudi Arabian interven-
tion to help put dovn a coup egainst King Hussein.
He foresaw no serious repercussions so long as
US-UK support was chiefly logistical and involved
no- appearance of Western forces in or over Jordan,
Active alr support, however, would cause a strong ) -
adverse reaction, and a full military effort that
placed Western ground forces in Jordan would
generoie violent revulsion, a wave of friendship
for the USSR, and charges of "imperialist" inter-
ference. Direct US-UK support of King Hussein 1n
the absence of Iraqi or Saudl Arablan intervention
would have the moat seriocus repercussions of all,
and would result in the eventual removal of Hussein
once the Western powers withdrew. In sum, unless
Iraq and Saudi Arabla would be willing, in the event
of & coup beyond Hussein's power to control, to
make a substantial effort to continmue the pro-
Waatern monarchy in Jerdan, no govermment with a
Western orientation could exist in that country
unless the U3 and UK were willing to turn Jordan
into a permanent military base amidst a hostile
population. On the other hand, if & successful N
coup were allowed to occour in Jordan, the successor
goverrment would be dedicated to immediate union
with Syria, and Jordan would shortly cease to exist
as an independent country. -

) Msg, Amman to SeoState, 988, 15 Nov 57, .
CcCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 66. .

Acknowledging the JCS instructions of the previous
day conzerning plans for US intervention in case

of a coup d'etat in Jordan or lebanon, CINCSPECOMME
pointed oul the importance of avoiding a situation
requiring the 8ixth Fleet and USAFR to carry ocut an
emergency evajuation while engaged in combat
operations, He recommended¢ that plans be coordinat-
ed at once with the State Department for evacuation
of US nationals from at least Jordan, Lebanon,
Syria, and Egypt, beginning not later than the
alert for Phase I of the intervention plan. Two
days later JCS informed him that the question of

timely evacuation would be disocussed with the State
Department.



16 Nov 57

18 Nov 57

18 Nov 57

18 Nov 57

19 Nov 57
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¢78)y Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 1617262 Nov
55; Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 932833,
1818202 Nov 57, reproduced in Jos 1887/411.
Both in cCS 381 ({B8-23-57) seo 2. ’

A

The US Ambassador in Jeordan reported that King .
Hussein planned to take immedlate steps to form

a close relationship with Iraq and Saudl Arabia,

His project aimed at political, economic, and

military understandings among the three Western-

oriented countriea, Husseln also expressed concern

over the possibility of internal uprising or an

attack from outside by Syrian and/or Israell forces,

In either event he planned to request Iraqi

military assistance.

(P8) Msg, Amman to SecState, 1000, 16 Nov 57.

Planning discussions began between the JCS
representative and representatives of the British
Chiefs of Staff regarding possible US-UK military
intervention in Jordan or Lebanon., The staff
conversationa.ended, with completion of the plan,
on-25 November.
P8) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JC8 932915, 3 -
1921552 Nov 57, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 2. +28)
Briefing Sheet for CJCS, for JC3 Mtg on & Dec 57,
Agenda Item No. 3, same flle, sec 4,

CINC3PECOMME informed the JCS that he had completed
a draft Tab A to Course of Action 8 in the revision
of his OPLAN 215-56 sutmitted on 27 September,
designed to serve as the plan for possible US
intervention in Jordan or Lebanon outlined in the
JC3 lnstructiona of 15 November. Meanwhile,
CINCSFECOMME requested the earllest possible JCS
action on his proposal that the above-mentioned
revision to OPLAN 215-56 (which would become OPLAN
215-58) be approved as the basic plan covering the
case under consideration and similar situations in
the Middle East,

g@a?' Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 182356Z Nov 57, ..
ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 2.

At a joint meeting in Damascus of Syrian members
of the Chamber of Deputles and visiting members
of Egypt's National Assembly, the legislators .
unaninmously called on the governments of Egypt !
and Syria to eatablish a federal union of the two :
countriea. In Cairo, the Egyptian Parilament
seconded the move. )
NYT, 19 Nov 57, 6:d.

In answer to &an urgent plea from Nasser, the
Soviet Unlon agreed to give Egypt econcmic
assistence. A Soviet announcement also stated
that the two countries had reached agreement on
"military matters.®

NYT, 20 Nov 57, 1l:3.
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25 Nov 57
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The US Ambassador in Jordan waa informed of the

S position that a closer asscclatioen among Jordan,
Iraq, and Saudi Arabia would be considered a
constructive development, provided 1t were a
spontanecus indigencus move. Hence the US would
not actively aponsor King Hussein's project in this

_regard, but the US would continue to encourage Irag

and Saudl Arabla to give political and economic
aasigtance to Jordan and, in the event of need,
military support.

Mag, SecState to Amman, 1227, 20 Nov 57.

The US Ambaesador in Lebanon reported that the
lebanese Government had taken steps on 18 and 20
November to improve internal security. Besides
establishing controls over the Palestinian refugees
and visa requirements for Egyptian nationals, the
penal code had been modified to permit the death
penalty for terroriam, :

(8T Msg, Beirut, to SecState, 1660, 21 Nov 57.

Lebanon and Pakietan issued a joint communigue
ammouncing their agreement to strengthen the
seourity of the twe countries againat “any form of
subversion now threatening them." The communique
also stated that the two govermments planned future
tallks aimed at strengthening their economic and
cultural ties,

NYT, 25 Nov 57, 2:3.

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that at a formal
audience King Hussein had reviewed at length current
US-Jordan relations and had requested a reappraiaal
and definition of the basic US position on the
Israell problem. Husgein felt that the US should
adopt firmer restraints on Israel and a clearer
policy in support of Jordan. Expressing grave
congcern over the economic situation of Jordan, the
King desired assurance of continuing US financial
support for the future,

£8) Meg, Amman to SecState, 1074, 25 Nov 57,

The U3 Ambassador in Amman was authorized to inform
Jordan that the US was prepared to make available
up to $10 million in FY 1958 to help finance
Jordanian development projects, The program should
concentrate on & limited number of major projects
to stimulate local eoonomy, particularly land and
water development and phosphate and potash
production,

48T Msg, SecState to Amman, 1276, 25 Nov 57.

The Jolnt Chiefs of Staff approved the plan for US
military action in Jordan or lLebanon prepared by
JMEPC. A summary of the plan had already heen
tranemitted on 15 November 57 to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM,
and CINCSAC for use a8 a basls for the preparation
of detalled plans,

¢r9) Dec On JCS 1887/410, "Plan for U.S.
Military Action im-Jordan or Lebanon (&), ccs 381
(8-23-57) seo 2.

i
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27T Nov 57

28 Nov 57

3 Dec 57

215-58 (U)," 26 Nov 57, cCS 382 (3-14-49)1530 5.

-

The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved Tab A of
Appendix VIII (Course of Action 8) to Annex A to
CINCSPECOMMB's OPLAN 215-58 for emergency use and .
pending final approval, subject to certain specified N .-
modifications, The approved Tab A covered deploy- Z o
ment of U3 forces to Lebanon or Jordan in the event o
of 8 coup d'etat. S

¥sg, J¢S to CINCSPECOMME, JC3 933 32, X
2722572 Nov 57f derived from (22) JCS 2034/41, Memo
by Chm JMEPC, "Recommendations on Tab 'A' of
Appendix VIIT to Annex 'A' of CINCSPECOMME Op Plan

The Joint Chilefs of Staff informed the Secretary
of Defense that they had prepared a tentative plan
for US military actlon in Jordan or Lebanon in case
of a coup dletat in either country, and that the
planned gperdfions were dependent on (1) staging
bases for US forces at Adana, Turkey, and in Libya .
and Cyprus, (2) overflight rights in Israel, and .
(3) steging and overflight rights in France, Italy, S . =
Greece, England, and Canada., The Secretary was Rt -
asked to communicate this information to SecState ke
and request him to take action to insure the
availability of these rights. i
= On 6 December, the Assistant Secretary of o
Defense (ISA) informed the Chalrman of the Joint :
Chiefs of Staff that he had personally presented
the above memorandum to Mr. Willism M. Rountree,
thea Assilstant Secretary of State concerned with
Middle Ezstern affairs, ’ ) :

¢#8) Memo, CJCS to SeoDef, "Staging Rights
in Turkey, Libya and Cyprus Plus Overflight Rights
of Israel (8)," 27 Nov gg, CcCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 3,
darived from bas) JCS 1887/410, same file, sec 2.
(U) Memo for Record, sgd Kearmey, & Dec 57, attached
to above (0JCS memo,
The Secoretary of State instructed the US Ambassador )
in Jordan to reassure King Huasein of continuing US

‘interest in the stabllity, independence, and

integrity of Jordan. As evidence of the US attitude,
the Ambassador would cite the current aid progrsms _
and past US action toward aggression as demonstrated . .,
in the case of the Israeli invasion of Suez.
4%) Msg, SecState to Amman, 1294, 28 Nov 57.

The JCS informed CINCSFECOMME that his draft OPLAN
215-58 (revision of OPLAN 215-56) had been approved,
subject to certaln modifications, Pending
development by CINCSPECOMME of supporting sections
and snnexes, the JCS approved references to OPLAN

'215-58 for interim guidance, and the use of suitable

portions of Appendix VIII to Annex A to OPLAN 215-58
in completing the Jordan-Lebanon contingerncyr plan,

- (rS) Meg, JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 933492, 0314562
Dec 57, derived from (P8Y JCS 2034/39, Rpt by JSPC,
"Draft CINCSPECOMMH_€peration Plan 215-53 {U),"

22 Nov 57, GCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 5,
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The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed the Secretary

of Defense that they believed the unsatisfactory
politico-military situation in the Middle East posed
a .serious threat to the security of the U3 and the
Free World. Exploitation of that situation by the
USSR resulted in a spread of Communist domination
that could not be prevented by military measures
alone, Hence, immediate and decilalve US political

- and diplematic action was imperative to stabilize

the Middle East under conditions favorable to the
Free Yorld., The Joint Chiefs of Staff declared that
the US political effort must directly attack the
basio Arab-Israell problem, from which all other

.difficulties in the area stemmed, They considered
" that 1ts resolution depended on: (1) the fixing of

agreed boundaries for Isrsel, (2) & Western guarantee
that Israel would atay within the boundaries thus
fixed, and (3) sattlement of the Arab refugee
problem, The Joint Chiefs of Staff affirmed that
the threat to US security i1f the U3 failed to take
the initiative in solving the problem was so great
as to tranacend the interests of any minority group

-within the U3. If SecDef concurred, JCS recommended
- that he forward the above views to 3ecState with the

reoccmmendation that the matter be brought before
tne Natlonal Security Council as a matter of urgency.
@8) Memo, CSA to SecDef, "Resolution of the

”3lnladle East Question (U)," 4 Dec 57, derived from
. {.ga-% Jcs 1887/409, same subj, 18 Nov 57, ccs 361

10 Dec 5T

27 Dec 57 -

3-5T7) sec 4,

The Assistant Ssoretary of Defense (ISA) informed
JCS of the State Department's opinlon that
accelerated delivery of a squadron of F86F aircraft
to Iraq, &8 had been reccomended by the JCS, would
be politically unwise at present, but that the
early establishment of an air-defense capability
in. Iraq was politically important. Hence the
State Department favored an immediate survey to
determine the minimm requirements of the Iraqi
Air Force in this regard. The Assistant SecDef
indicated that the Department of the Air Porce
would be requested to undertake the survey, as a
step toward refining a military assistance program
for Iraq. —_

Memo, Asat SecDef (ISA) to CJCS, "Military
Assistance to the Middle East {U)," 10.Deec 57,
olrculated as ﬁm JCS 1887/420, 16 Dee 57, CCS 381
(8-23-57) sec 4, - .

The Jeoint Chiefs of Staff noted the conclusions
in a report by the Joint Middle East Planning Com-
mittee that (1) US military support should be pro-
vided to Iragq and Saudl Arabia if those nations
were to take military asction to counter a cou
d'etat in Jordan, and {2) details regarding Eﬁia
1tary support would require discussion with
milltary representatives of Irag and Saudi Arabila.
The support would include airlifting advance Iraqi
and token Saudl Aragian ground forcee into Jorcan,

A



31 Dec 57

8 Jan 58

10 Jan 58

15 Jan 58

" Bes u.

-

and providing supplies for these forces, fighter-
bomber aircraft for Iraq with malntenance and
training support, and information and assistance
through US liaison teams posing as observers.
Meanwhile US forces would maintain ailr surveillance
of Jordan's frontiers and stand ready to 1ntervene
in-the operation if necessary.

Dec On JCS 1887/423, "U.8. Military
Support for Military Acticn in Jordan by Iraqg and
Saudi Arabia LﬂBj,“ 27 Deo 57, ccs’ 381 {8-23-57)

s ..:- w3

Foreign Miniater Rirai of Jordan ntated that his
country would need an average of $50 million in US
aid a year for flve to ten years to help finance
her eooncmy and armed forces, :

NYT, 1 Jan 58, 1l:4.

e Joint Chiefs of Staff reportasd to the Secretary
of Defense on the advisability of furnishing mili-
. tary equipment requested by-the Lebanese Army,
Unwilling to endorse the entire Lebanese request
bescause of 1ts excessive concern with major end
items, the Joint Chiefa of Staff certifled that US
military objectives in.the Middle East would be
‘sarved by supplying selected items of military
equipment that would give Lebanon inereased cap-
ability to maintain internal segurity and scme
capnbility to defend against aggression,

- (38) Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Requeat from ‘the
Lebanon Army for U.S. Military Equipment (&7,"
8 J’an 8, derived from (28T .TCS 1887/426 ccs 381

11-19-u7) seo 67,

The Joint Chiefs of Stafr 1nformed the Secretary of
Defenase that the plan requested by the Deputy
Secretary of State on 8 November 1957 for possible
oombined US-UK military intervention in case of an
imminent or actual coup d'etat in Jordan and/or
Lebanon had been prepared. on reviewing the plan,
the JCS had found it to be a sultable basis for
detailed operational planning. They considered,
however, that such planning-should not be conducted
for the time being because of the possibility of
compromising the plan and thereby Jjeopardizing the
US positicn both in the United Nations and with the
remainder of the Arab world, The Seoretary was
requested to obtain the concurrence of Sec3tate in
these views,

(#8) Memo, CJOS to SeaDef, “COntingency Plan
for U.8,-U.X. Milltary Acticn in Jordan and/or
Labanon (T8)," 10 Jan 58, derived from (88} JCS
1887/427, ccs 381 (8- 23-57) seq 5.

The Joint Chiefe of Staff informed the Secretary of
Defense that to insure adequate commuanications
support of the plan for possible U3 military inter-
vention in Jordan or-iebancn they recommended the
clandestine establishment, if politically feasible,
of a military medium~high-power redio transmitter
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15 Jan 58

20 Jan 58

22 Jan 58

in Amman, Jordan. The JCS requested that SecDef
cbtain the approval of the State Department for this
undertaiking,

(#8) Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Plan for U.S. Mili-
tary Action in Jordan or Lebanon {(U)," 15 Jan 58,
derived from (T3) JCS 2034/46, ¢CS 381 (3-14-49)
seo 6. . '
The US Embassy in Damascus reported a strong revival
of:the Syrian movement for union with Egypt, backed
by most Syrian poiitical leaders. The Embassy
suggested that the US was in no position to check
this movement and would be wasting its prestige in
opsnly opposing sc popular a cause, Wwhile domination
of.3yria by Nasser was obviously far. from attractive,
it-seemad the lesser of two evils when compared with
the only apparent alternative: Communist entrench-
ment in Syria so substantial that it could only be
dealt with by force from outside,

Msg, Damascus to ‘SecState, 134, 15 Jan 58.

The JCS approved the final version of Tab A to
Appendix VIII {0 Annex A& of CINCSPECOMME's OPLAN'
215-58, asubject to certain modifications made after
the tentative approval of Tab A on-27 November 1957
and to the following: The plans should be
sufficiently flexible to permit implementation with
fewer than the total allooated forces, if the JC3

" determined that the total forces were not needed.

The JCS also informed CINCSPECOMME that they approv-
égrige prestocking of certain supplies at Adana,
@87 Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR and CINCNELM, JCS

" 935644, 201621Z Jan 58, derived from (28] JCS

2034/46, Rpt by JSPC, 'Tab 'A' to Appendix VIII to
Annex 'A' of CINCSFECOMME Opesration Plan 215-58
(B),” 7 Jan 58, CCS. 381 (3-14-49) sec 6.

The Naticnal Security Council adopted NSC 5801/1,
*Long-Range US Policy Toward the Near East," which
superseded N3C 5428, approved 23 July 54, NSC
5801/ was approved by the President on 24 January

1958.

i NSC 5801/1 described four major US objectives
in the Middle East; (1) to maintain for the US and
its allies the resources, strategic positions, and
passage rights of the arsa, and to deny to the Soviet
blos strategic positions and control of Middle East
resources; %2) to maintain stable, friendly, and
progressive governments in the Middle East; (3) to
achleve an early resolution of the Arsb-Israell
dispute; and (4) to prevent further extension of
Soviet influence and reduce existing Soviet
influence. ~ . ‘

To achieve these objectives, the US would, in
general: (1) provide Free World leadership and
assume major responsibility for the Free World in
the Middle East; (2) seek to guide Middle Erst
revolutionary and nationalistic pressures into
orderly channels, not antagonistio to the west;

. . -~ - : )
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(3) encourage the economic development of the area
and be prepared, if necessary, to increase US
eoonomic aid; and (4) provide military aid to
friendly countries..

In support of this general guldance, the Us
would, among other things: ‘

1. Implement the policy established by the -
American Doctrine; support btut not jJoin the Baghdad

- Paoty and, if necessary, accept & neutralist

orientation of Middle East states and provide
.assistance to neutralist statea in order to develop
" local anti-Communist strength.

2.. Proclaim US support for the ideal of Arab

.huﬁity. Discreetly encourage the ultimate federation
~:of ‘Sandl Arabia, Jordan, and Iraq, or of two of

~thase states, and to this end strengthen Iraql and
Saudl influence in Jordan, while at the same time
providing economioc ané milltary ald to Jordan.
Seek continuing Israeli anquioacenoe in these moves
soncerning Jordan,

3, Seek to counterbalance Egypt's preponderant
poaition of leadership in the. Arab world by

. strengthening more moderate Arab states, Sesk to

i

“ determine if the West could profit from Nasser's - -
“neutralist policies, and, 1f Bo, assist Egypt where
a clgﬁr-cut cuid oro auo could be arransed.

.- - e -}
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27 Jan 58

+ Malntain support of the present Iraqi

+ regime, but encourage trends toward the peaceful
* establiashment of & more broadly-based moderate

el YA,

yrogressive govermment., Encourage Irag to exercise
conatructive leadership within the Arab world.

6. Provide Lebanon with political support and
with military aaaiatanca for internal security
problems,

7. Keep the UK ourrently 1nformad, and work
with it on Middle East problems to the extent -
compatible with U3 area objectives. Inform the
-French generally, but with caution, and consult
and exchange views with other Free World countries,

J8) NSC Action No. 1845, 22 Jan 58.
N3C 5 01/1, "ILong-Rang US Policy Toward the Near .
Eaat, 24 Jan 58, ccS 381 EMMEA (11-19-4T) BP pt 7.

The U3 Ambaesador in Beirut was instructed to adviee

President Chamoun and Foreign Minister Malik that

the US had decided to provide & limited number of

modern jJet fizhters to Lebanon, the exact number and

type to be determined later, and to facilitate the

purchase of additional aireraft by Lebanon. He was

also to advise 'them that the US was considering

other forms of aid for Lebanon. (The US planned to

supply six Hawker Hunter Mark VI jets, with the

expectation that Lebanon would purchase six more, S
and was contemplating additional grant military by
assistance to 1nc1ude.a small number of light tanks,) i



36 Jan 58

30 Jan 58

1 Feb 58

3 Feb 58

5 Feb 58
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(8) Msg, SeoState to Beirut, 3020, 27 Jan 58,

The U3 Ambassador was instructed to inform Jordan

that $20 million from US FY 1958 funds were ear-

marked for budgetary aupport dur Jordan's FY 1959,
(2) Msg, SecState to Ammen, 1828, 30 Jan 58.

At the final public meeting of the Baghdad Pact

- gonference in Ankara, Secretary of State Dulles told

the delegates that the US was fully committed to

back up the defenmes of the Pact powers, He stated
~ that Congressional approval of the American Dootrine
- had the same effect as actual US mtherahip in the

‘.Blshdad Pact.

‘“NYT, 31 Jan 58, 1:1.

Egypt ‘and Syria issued a proclamaxion announoing

their intention of uniting as one state, to be
named the United Arab Republie, with "one flag, one
army, one people.” Presidents Kuwatly of Syria and
Nasser of Egypt were toc address their parliiaments on
S‘February, and the peoples of Syria and Egypt were
-howvote in a pleblscite within 30 days on the
question of union and tha cholce of a head. of state
for the new nation. The proclamation hailed the
prospective merger as a step toward a general union

oL Arab states, ' |
sv,‘f‘}":*s NYT, 2 Fed 58, 1:3, llg]_’ 5:1. R

me US Ambassador in Jordan was officielly informed
by-Jordan that Saudl adherence to the proposed Arsb

“Union of Iraq and Jordan was contingent upon Iragi

withdrawal from the Baghdad Pact. Saudi Arabia had
also indicated that it would be impossible to provide
the $15 million promised Jordan for the next FY.
Meanwhile, the Soviet Union had made overtures to
Jardan regarding the establishment of diplomatic
relations and had offered unlimited economic and
technical aid. Therefore, Jordan requested public
support by the U3 for the proposed organization of
pro-Western Arab states, no U3 oppoasition to Iraqi
withdrawal from the Baghdad Pact, and $60 million
in U3 assistance for all purposes, including replace-
ment of the Saudl default.

(&} Msg, Amnman to SecState, 1433, 3 Feb 58,

The US Ambassador in Iraq reported on a meeting
called by Crown Frince Abdulillah, which the British
Ambassador also attended., According to Abdulillah,
the véry existence of Iraq wes being threatened.by
the imminent union of Egypt and Syria., Iraq there-
fore contemplated taking various aotions, including
military intervention, to overthrow the Syrian
regine prior to the plebissite scheduled for 21
Pebruary, and thus frustrate Nasser's project. The
Crown Prince desired an indication of the attitude
of the US and UK toward the Iraqi proposal, as well
as the extent of support that might be expected
(28} Mag, Baghdad to SecState, 12835, < ™eb 58,

\—
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5 Peb 58 The Secretary of State instructed the US Ambassador
. : in_Jordan to inform King Hussein that, although the
US “favored Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Lebanon
establishing cloger political relations among them-
..~ selves, any public expression of U3 approval in the
-.Absenoe of subatantial progress toward realizing such
. a'goal would serve no useful purposs, The Ambassador
““was also instructed to convey reassurances that
; ,4.Jorda.n‘a eassential_needs would continue to receive
“sympathetic consideration by the US;
e t(,s') Msg, Seostate to: Amun, 1873, 5 Feh 58

5 Peb 58 “President Kuwatly of Syﬁ.a romuy anncunced
e 28yria's union with Egypt. In:the same speech he
' "?nmted President Nassar-of: t to be President
f.-ot.the United Arab Republic (UAR) and said that he
would be -the first to.vote- for Nasser in the _ .
.plehiaioite to:be held on: 2LFebmn.ry T
ey NER, 6 Feb 58, 5:1.. ey : ‘

7 Peb 58 'I.'ho U3 Ambassedor in Iraq reported that he had been
: - advised by Crown Prince Abdulillah that Irag was
;.oaxpreparing to move troops into Jordan as soon &a.
““possible, should they be requested by K:Lng Hussein
s when he and King Faisal met on 9 February .
~ st (28) Meg, Baghdad to.Sec3tate, 129u "7 Peb 58,

8 Peb 58 Jn-:analyais by,the Us*mbasay in Damascus discounted
®doubta expressed in other quarters about the dura-
» 7« #bility of the Egyptian-Syrian UAR, streasing: (1) the
= Tunifying influence of sthe_existence of Israel;
ﬁ;(a) the lack of Syrian nationalism except as part of
- T"Fthe "Arab nation"; (3) the awareness of Nasser of -
the poseible threats within Syria to the union; and
4) the strong internal politiocal reasons for
yria.n adherence to.the union, :
(8) Msg, Damascus to SecState, 2207, 8 Peb 58

12 Peb 58 Nuri informed .the US Ambasaador in Baghdad that he
had been asked to form a new Iragi government, but
his acceptance depended on U3 wlllingness to provide
Iraq with adequate alr strength. He specifically

.. Wanted two squadrons of jet interceptors, with
" necessary training personnel, before he would agree
to aasume office,

- «(¥8) Meg, Baghdad to SeoState, 1327, 12 Feb 58.

14 Peb 58 I.raq and Jordan signed an agreement for the union
of ‘the two kingdoms, Under the Arab Union agreement,
both King Falsal II of Iraq and King Hussein of
Jordan were to retain their thrones, but there was
to.be a large measure of unification in defense and
-administration. Miring its five months' existence,
the new state was sometimes called, in the press and
elsewhera, the Arab Federation, but in the coffieizl
usage of the US 3tate. Depart:nent it wae the Arab

Union {AU
! )IZ Feb 58, 1:2.
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18 Peb 58 A Lebanese Foreign Ministry epokesman announced
- that Lebanon would join neither the UAR nor the
Arab Union.
e NYT, 19 Peb 58, 2:3.

20 Feb 58 E

.
}

The eatablish-
"“ment of the Arab Union would not solve the most

and might, indeed, make some of_ them more serious.

.. The radical nationallsts in.Iraq, however, would

“, probably not oreate & serious securlity problem, and
the principal internal threat would come from
~Jordants Palestinian population. Nevertheless, if -
the Arab Union survived its initlal difficulties

. w~&nd was able to capitalize.on_Iragl economic

Iy renourceztzits long-term prospeots would be favorable,

'—'-'.:‘. dag Ui,
20 Feb 5Y..

S
TR T LM R B A B 7

. .-_,_ ““-‘-w
21 FPeb 58 The Joint Chiefa of Staff directed CINCNELM to pre-
.. pare a basig operational plan, based on CINCSPECCMME
;,.,« wom 215-58, for US military actiocn in-limited war-
situations in the M1iddle East, The plan should.pro-
) ,ﬁ;.vide the basic -intelligence, logistics, communica-
. .-y /tlons, and command arrangements required. Tabs to
; 4-the plan should then be prepared to cover certain
specific operations (for which operational plans
were already in existence): protecticn of US
nationals and Interests, astion to deter or inter--
" vene in Arab-Israell hoatilities, and intervention
in. Jordan and/or lLebanon. -Data for preparation of
additionsl tabs would be furnished by the JCS when
they f£3lt the situation called for further specific
operational plans.
@e) 8M-126-58 to GINCNEIM. "mntary Planning
for the Middle Eaat {€)," 21 Feb 58, derived from
" (@) JCS 1887/433, CCS 381 EMMEA 11-19-u7) sec 68.

21 Peb 58 In plebiscites in Egypt and-Syria, voters gave almost
unanimous approval to the joining of the two
countries in the United Arab Republis and elected

" Nagaer the first President of. the UAR.
NYT, 23 Peb 58, 1:2,

BLEE

25 Feb 58 The US Government officially reco, 1zed the govern-
ment of the United Aradb Republic In a state-
" ment announaing recognition, the State Departmenty
said that it had noted the assurances of the UAR
that 1t intended to respeoct and observe its inter-
national cbligations, ineiuding all existing
obligations of Fgypt and Syria.
Dept of State Bulletin, Vbl XIXVIII. No. 977
(17 Mar 58), p. Hlﬂ.

-
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26 Peb 58

28 Peb 58

3 Mar 58

5 Mar 58

7 Mar 58

A visit of UAR President Nasser to Damascus was
reported to be'arousing enthusiasm among the Moslem
population of nearby Lebanon. Many of the Lebanese
Moslems were travelling to Damascus to Jjoin in the
pro=Nasser demonstrations in that city. Christian
leaders in Lebanon were reportedly fearful that the
formation of the UAR might endanger the independent
future of their country.

NYT, 27 Feb 58, 5:5.

According to a CIA report, Ali Abu Nuwar, exiled
former Jordanian Chief of 3taff living in Syria,

was plotting fo overthrow King Hussein and to bring
Jordan into the United Arab Republic. Also
associated with Nuwar was an Iraql clique planning
to overthrow King PFalsal and bring Iraq into the UAR,
11 Mar 58, DA IN 99925 {12 Mar 58),

Nurl became Premier of Iragq. He had resigned from
this position in June 1957 becauae of 111 health,
but his great prestige made him the.only possible
leader to head the Iraqi Cablnet during implementa-
tion of: the Arab Union, recently fomed by Iraq and
Jordan,

NYT, 4 Mar 58, 3:5.

Lt. Col. Abdul Hamid Serraj, the Syrian Army's
"strong man," charged at a news conference in
Damescus that King Saud of Saudi Arabla had attempt-
ed to procure the assaseination of President NaBsaser
and a Syrian Army coup d'etat, led by Serraj, who
was then to form a new Syrlian Goverrment not allied
with Egypt. ©Serra] showed reporters photostats of
three checks from Saud totaling 1,900,000 pounds,

He asserted that Saudt's go-between had stated that
the US Govermment was aware of these plans and would
lead the way in recognizing the new Syrlan Government
that Serrs] was supposed to establish

NYT, & Mar 58, 1:2,
C

o] , USCINCEUR to JCS,7 Mar 58, DA IN
99028 (8 Mar 58), ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 5.
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8 Mar 58

11 Mar 58

11 Mar 58

12 Mar 58

President Nasser of the United Arab Republic and

the Crown Prince of Yemen signed &n agreement

federating their two countries. Under the agreement

Yemen wasa to retain its existing regime and inter-

national status, but the federation was to have

"unified srmed forees" and a united foreign policy.
NYT, 9 Mar 58, 19:3.

In Manila for the SEATO Conference, Eritish Forelgn
Seoretary Selwyn Lloyd told Sacretary Dulles that
during his stopover at Baghdad he had found Iraqi
leaders in a very Jittery state, visibly worrled
about the continued existence of the regime. Un-~
settling faotors appeared to be the impact of
Nasser's appeal in Ireq and the unpopularity of the
projected Iragi tle with Jordan in the Arab Unlon.
The Iraql leaders had pressed Lloyd for British
asaistance, which the UK was willing to give, and
Lloyd now turned to Seeretary Dulles for US support.
Specifically, Lloyd desired & U3 extension of credit
to Iraq and the provision of fighter aireraft to
that country.

(.m& Msg, Manila to SeoState, SECTO 12,
11 Mar 58, CCS 381 EMMBA (11-19-47) seo 68.

In responsa to Secretary of State Dullea! report of
his conversation with Selwyn Lloyd (see above item),
the State Department provided the Secretary with a
suggested reply to the British request, The US
Govermment agreed to the urgent necessity of support-
ing the Arab Union and was willing to match the pro-
posed British contribution of the 50,000 pounds for
an Iraql propaganda project. The US would find
greater difficulty in extending credit, but 1t was
prepared to consider assisting individual develop-
ment projects in Jordan and Irag. While willing to
give assurance of the intention of providing Irag
with fighter aireraft, the US Govermment could not
80t untll the report of the US survey team, scheduled
to leave shortly for Irag, had been received. The
US wished to impress the Iraql leaders with the
importance of making the Arab Unlon a real federation
within which Irag would assist Jordan, The US also
wished to emphasize its bellef that Irag and Jordan
should not attempt any military move against the UAR,

Msg, Sec3tate to Manila, TOSEC 22, 11 Mar
58, CCS 361 EMMBA (11-19-47) sec 8.

The US Ambassador in Baghdad, in reporting his
eatimate of the position of the Iraql regime, stated
that the Iraql Amy and policy showed no signs of
disaffection, and no effective leadership or
organization existed among the political opposition,
Purther, he felt that Prims Minister Nuri and the
Crown Prince could weather Nasser's expected prop-
sganda offensive, .

(#%) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 1513, 12 Mar S8.
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12 Mar 58

12 Mar 58

13 Mar 58

14 Mar 58

18 Mar 58

The US Ambassador in Lebanon predicted that the new
United Arab Republic of Egypt and Syria would
generate increasing tensions in the Middle East.
He anticipated that Lebanon would be subjected to
savere internal and external preesuree, which might
lead the govermment to ask for fulfillment of
existing British, French, and US promises of support.
The Ambassador felt that the American Doctrine would
not be applicable in this case, unleass the UAR
moved aloser to Coammmnism than seamed probable at
the moment. He suggested that the S8tate Department
"might wish to have in mind what answer to given
when I am summoned to Pelace at midnight and -asked
for instant help," : o

{8} Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3033, 12 Mar 58,
DA IN 100429 (13 Mar 58). '

The US Ambassador in Jidda reported that the
Egyptian millitary advisers to Saudl Arabis had left,
and that the USMIM had been requestad by the Saudi
Minister of Defense to assume expanded training
reaponsibilities, .

£9) Msg, Jidda to SecState, 881, 12 Mar 58.

The National Security Council noted the President's
request that the Department of State, in consulta-
tion with the Department ofDefense, urgently explore
what types of US support might be given to the
governments of Irag, Jordan, Lebanon, and Saudi
Arablia 1f required or requested in the lmmediate
future. This was N3C Action 1875, approved by the
President on 15 March, ]

28) Memo, Dep SecDef to SecArmy, et al.,
"possible U.3., Actions in Support of Pro-western
Nations in the Near East (&8)," 19 Mar 58, encl to
¢£2S) JCs.1887/442, Note by Secys, same subj, 24
Mar 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 69,

The State Department directed the US Ambassador
in Jidda to inform King Saud that the US was will-
ing to undertake to the fullest extent possible
the functiona formerly performed by the departing
Egyptian military advisers,

Msg, SecState to Jidda, 1284, 14 Mar 58,
ccs 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 68.

The US Ambassador in Beirut was reguested to
apprise Chamoun of the US position on lLebancn's
presidentizl election and efforts to smend the
eonstitution to permit Chamoun to succeed himself.
The US viewed the lssue as & domestic political
problem which, though having & bearing on the
internal security situation, could only be decided
by the Lebanese, Therefore the US would remain
impartial and alocf. For the Ambassador'’s informa-
tion, the US would not attempt further to dissuade
Chamoun from seeking re-election and at the same
time would avoild any indication of supporting him,
However, if ciroumstances so required, covert
asplstance might be considered,

(Ps) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 3626, 18 Mar S8.

- 15 =

o

B Eth

i
=



18 Mar 58 [:;

18 Mar 58

22 Mar 58.

23 Mar 58

27 Mar 58

.|
(o) o

20 Mar 56 DA 1IN luedby (21 Mar 59).

The US- Ambasaador in Beirut was instructed to renew
to Foreign Minister Malik the assurances of the US
determination to support the territorial integrity
and independence of Lebanon in the face of external
aggression and internal subversion, The US would be
prepared to consider gilving Nasser a direct warning
if convincing evidence appeared that he was planning
an essive move against Lebanon,
Msg, Sec3tate to Beirut, 3629, 18 Mar 58,

The Joint Chiefs of Staff requested CINCSFECOMME to
prepare, as 8 matter of priority, plans for dealing
with a possible coup d'etat in Saudl Arabla. The
plans were to cover sctlion to protect UB.natlonals
and interests, to maintain order, to re-eatablish
the authority of a friendly goverrment, and,.
posBibly, to deter a coup if one seems 1mm1nent.
28} Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME et al.

938896, 22 Mar 58, derived from (msT'EUS 1887/438

ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 5.

King Saud issued a decree vesting the main responsi-
pility for the formulatlon and execution of Saudi
Arabiin domestic and foreign policy in Crown Prince
Paisal,

L@} Msg, Jidda to SecState, 943, 23 Mar 58,
NYT, 25 Mar 58, 1:4,

CINCSPECOMME submitted an outline operation plan
for dealing with a possible coup dtetat in Segudi
Arabia, in accordance with his instructions of

22 March, On 7 April 1958 the Joint Chlefs of Staff
gave general approval to this plan, pending sub-
migsion of the completed version for review.

(#8) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 27 Mar 58, DA IN
104661 (29 Mar 58). (29} Msg, JCS to CINCSPFECOMME,
JCS 939730, 0722382 -Aer 58, derived from (B8] JCS

18877846 'all in ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 6.
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27 Mar 58

28 Mar 58

28 Mar 58

28 Mar 58

1 Apr 58

The US Ambassador in Belrut reported that a meeting
to erystallize opposition to the re-election of
President Chamoun took place at tha hame of former
Poreign Minister Henri Pharaon. The 80 participants,
including prominent Christians and Moaslems, signed
a .resolution that called for & combined Christian
and Moslem effort to oppose Chamoun's re-election
and warned that the people were justified 1in using
all available means to prevent a renewal of the
presidential term. Ambassador McClintock believed
Chamoun would seek another term, in which case
internal disturbances might lead to a civil war.

(€) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3242, 28 Mar 58,
DA IN 104691 (29 Mar 58),

The Joint Chiefe of Staff recommended that the
Seoretary of Defense request the Seoretary of State
to resonsider the deoision not to undertake negoti-
ations for staging and prestocking rights at Adana
Alr Pleld in Turkey. :

£P8) Memo, CJC3 to SecDef, "Staging and Pre-
stooking Rights in Turkey, Libya and Cyprus (&),"
28 Mar 58, Ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 6, derived from
(#%) Jcs 1887/439, same file, sec 5.

The Chief of Staff, Army, pointing out that NATO
shleld forces in Western Europe might be weakened
at a critical time by the withdrawal of US Army
combat troops for contingency operations in the
Middle East, recommended that the CONUS-based
Strategic Ammy Corps be used as an alternate source
of troops for such operations, On 15 May 1958, at
the request of its originator, this recommendation
was withdrawn from consideration by the JCS.

(28) JcS 1887/444, Memo by CSA, "Utilization
of Strategic Army Corps (STRAC) for Contingency
Operations in the Middle East " 1 apr 58, and

} N/H of JCS 1887/444, 15 May 58, CCS 381 EMMEA
11-19-47) sec G9,

The Department of Defense recommended to the Depart-
ment of State that an appropriate agreement be
negotiated with Iebanon, or a Presidential deter-~
mination instrument {under the Mutual Security Act)
be instituted, in order to make Lebanon eligible
for grant military aid, specifically the items of
military equig'nent recommended by the JCS on
8 January 1958, :

&) Ltr, Spec Asst to Dep Asst SecDef (ISA) to
Spec Asst for Mutual Security Coordination, Dept
State, 28 Mar 58, encl to N/HE of JCS 1687/£26,
7 Apr 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 67.

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) informed
the Joint Chiefs of Staff that the 3tate Department
considered the clandestine eatabliishment of a

radio transmitter in Amman, Jordan, to be political-
1y infeasible at the present time, (See item of 15
January 1958,) .-

-
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7 Apr 58

9 Apr 58

10 Apr 58

10 Apr 58

L28) Memo, Asst SecDef (ISA) to CJTS, "Plan
of U.S. Military Action in Jordan or Lebanon (U),"
1 Apr 58, reproduced in (#S) JCS 2034/55, Note by
Secys, same subj, 8 Apr 58, CCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 8.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed the Representa-
tives of the British Chiefs of Staff that they
considered the plan prepared by US and British
staff officers for poesible US-UK military inter-
ventlon in Jordan or Lebanon to be a suitable basis
for detalled coordination operational planning.
However, the Joint Chiefs of Staff 4Aid not believe
that such detalled planning was required at the
present time, : .

(®8) SM-252-58 to Reps of Br Chfs of Staff,
"Gontingency Plans for U.S.-U.K. Military Action
in Jordan and/or Lebanon s 7 Apr 58, ccs 381
(8-23-57) sec 6, derived from (3€) Jos 1887/427,
same file, sea 5,

The US Ambassador in Belrut transmitted a formal
Lebanese request for $15 million in US aid., The
ald was to be applied to urgently needed economic
and technical development projects, the specific
nature of which would be determined in subsequent
negotiations. The Lebanese Goverrment hoped the
requested funds could be allocated immedlately
from US appropriations for foreign aid in the
current fiscal year ending 30 June 58.

- (&7 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3395, 1l Apr 58.

CINCSPECOMME submitted to the Joint Chiefs of
Staff for review his completed plan for possible
military intervention in Saudl Arablsa, 1in accordance
with his instructions dated T April, The completed
plan was in the form of a Tab B to Appendix VIII of
Annex A to CINCSPECOMME OPLAN 215-58, :

) Ltr‘ CINCSPECOMME to CJCS, "CINCSPECOMME
OPLAN 215-58," 10 April 58, Encl to (@8) JjCS
2034/58, Note by Secys, "Supplement to CINCSPECOMME
OPLAN 215-58 (U)," 6 May 58, CCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 8.

The British milltary member of the US-UK Working
Group told the Qroup that the British disagreed with
the JCS view, expressed in the memorandum of 7 April,
that detsilled coordinated operational planning for
possible US-UK milltary intervention in Jordan or
Lebanon was not required for the time being. He
said the British would like to have a team of
planners work with the JCS in rewrlting and extend-

_1ing the plan, in view of changed circumstances in

the area, and that they belleved the major area
commanders, at least, should be included in the
planning. .

(®8) Memo for Rec by Col S,L., Harding, USA,
Aast for Near East Affeirs to Asst SecDef (ISA R
"Working Qroup Meeting, 10 Apr 1958," 11 apr 58,
ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec 6. '
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13 Apr 58

14 Apr 58

19 Apr 58

23 Apr 58

23 Apr 58

29 Apr 58

29 Apr 58

——

The New York Times correspondent in Cairo reported
that The Egyptian propaganda campalgn against
Jordan's King Husseln had increased greatly in
severity and was apparently aimed at stirring up a
pro=Nasser revolt among Jordan's Palestinian
popuiation,

NYT, 15 Apr 58, 5:2.

The New York Times correspondent in Beirut reported
that skitmishIng Detween goverrnment and opposition
forces in Lebanon had reached the point where the
country was on the verge of civil war. The Lebanese
Army was being deployed to prevent a Syrian-support-
ed revolt by northem tribes, -

NYT, 15 Apr 58, 2:3.

Crown Prince Faisal of Saudi Arabia announced that
his Government would not join the United Arab
Republic or the rival Arab Unicn, but would
cooperate with both.

NYT, 20 Apr 58, 1:7.

The JSSC submitted a report on the responsibilities
to. be assigned the US Military Representative for
the Middle East and the optimum lccation for his
headquartera, On 13 June, this report was withdrawn
from further consideration by the JCS.

£¥%) JCS 1887/450, Rpt by J9sC, "U.S, Military
Representation in the Middle East (U)," 23 Apr 58,
and (PS) N/H of JeS 1887/450, 13 Jun 58, CCS 381
MA (11"19"“7)‘ seo 69.

The State Department informed the British Embassy
in Washington of the US decision to supply jet
aireraft to Lebanon, Jordan, and Irag. Twelve
Hawiter Hunter Mark VI alrcraft were going tc Jordan,
and aix to Lehanon, within the next three months,
all to be supplied through offshore procurement in
the UK. The US requested the UK to assume
responsibility for training. A squadron (15 air-
craft) of F86's would go to Irag, with & emall
number of these being provided, and training started,
as soon as possible. .

Msg, SecState to London, 7564, 23 Apr 58,
CcCcS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 69,

The US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to inform
Malik, in response to a Lebanese request for US
grant aid from funds appropriated for FY 1958, that
all such funds had already been committed, Further,
because of constitutional limitatione governing
appropriation procedure, the US was unable to make
& long-term commitment to suppeort a Lebanese develop-
ment program but could only consider assistance on a
year=-to-year basis.

. f7 Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4106, 29 Apr 58.

The US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to deliiver
a letter from the Secretary of State to Mallk, which
was intended to forestall any possible repudiation
of the American Dottrine by Lebanon because of mis-
interpretation of 1ts impljicatlions. The letter
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29 Apr 58

29 Apr 58

30 Apr 58

30 Apr S8

30 Apr 58

4 May 58

———

emphasized that adherence to the Dootrine placed no

obligation on febanon and involved no cammitment to

agsist the US in the:event of hostllitlies between

the US and any country. The relationship between

the U3 and Lebanon continusd to be based on the

principles of the UN Charter and the US desire to

gee Lebanon maintalin its independence and sovereignty.
L&) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4107, 29 Apr 5B,

In a mepsage to Secretary Dullea,_Iraqi Poreign
Minister Jamali declared that US ‘support of Lebanese
President Chamoun was esasential to keep Lebanon
aligned with the West and thus prevent Nasser and
the USSRE from daminating the Middle East,

. (&) Msg, Khartoum to SQGState, 913, 29 Apr 58.

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that Xing
Hussein, at the specific request of Chamoun, had
agreed to provide 500 small arms with a supply of
ammunition as soon as possible., Thasa weapons were
to be used to equip Chamoun's personal supporters,
rather than the regular Lebanese armed forces.

081 Meg, Amman to Seostate, 1850, 29 Apr 58,
The State Departmant direoted the uws Ambaaaador in
Baghdad to inform Nurli and King Falsal that the US,
following the survey team report and consultation
with the UK, had deoided to provida Iraq with a
aqg:drgg)of 15 F86F jet aircraft (see item of 23
April

Meg, SecState to Baghdad, 2827, 30 Apr S8,

CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47} Bea TO,.

UAR President Nasser conferred for three hours with
Saviet Premier Khrushchev in Moscow,
NYT, 1 May 58, T:l.

The State Department announced the release of certain
blocked funds of Egypt (now UAR), in recognition of
the satisfactory agreement recently concluded between
the UAR and the Suez Canal Company.

Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 986
(19 May 58}, p. 830,

The US, British, and French Ambassadors in Beirut,
believing that the Lebanese situation was likely to

.become critical withln another week, agreed on a

Joint appreciaticn of the situation, for urgent con-
sideration by theilr governments. President Chamoun
was almost certain to seek amendment of the conati-
tution and stand for re-electlon, but disorders would
have to be expected 1f he wasa successful. The three
Ambassadors concluded that the West, faced with a
choice of supporting Chamoun or standing aloof, would
have to support Chamoun, desplte the risks, since
Western fallure to back him would have an adverse
effeot on the friends and alllea of the West in the
entire Middle East.

(®8) Msg, Belrut to SecState, 3647, 4 May 58,
0CJCS files,

~

- 20 -

‘Jhr



z‘lﬂ&"vnna.

B8 May 58

8 May 58

10 May 58

11 May 58

11 May 58

11 May 58

Iraql Foreign Minister Jamall told correspondents

that the Iragi- Ambassador in Calro had been directed

to proteat strongly to the UAR Poreign Minister over

inflammatory Calro radio broadcasts aimed at Iraq.
NYT, 9 May 58, 2:3.

Nassib Metni, a "crusading” lebanese editor, was

ghot down outaide his Beirut home by two gurmen 1in

what was generally regarded as a political killing.

Metni, whose paper was considered pro-Communist, had

been an outspoken critic of the Chamoun govermment.
NYT, 10 May 58, 6:1. : .

The Lebanese Army moved into Tripoll to restore
order affer the United States Information Service
1ibrary in that city was sacked and burned late the
previous evening by armed men demonstrating against

the Lebanese Government. The rioting had been set off

by the assassination of opposition editor Nasaib
Metni, on 8 May,

The US Embassy in Beirut urgently recommended an
airlift of police equipment to Beirut to support the
Lebanese seocurity forcea. The recommended equipment
included tear gas projectiles Erenadea, guns, and
masks, and sutmachlne guns, rif es, and ammnition.

: Msg, Beirut to Seo3tate, 3770, 11 May 58,
OGJCS files, . : ) '

The US Ambassador reported that the orisis in
Lebanon was "rapidly resching a very serious state.”
President Chamoun had that morning rejected an
opposition demand that he resign, Later in the day
loebanese Army commander (en Chehab had declined a
proposal by moderates that he become Prime Minister
as a compromise measure that would allow Chamoun to
complete his term yet forestall his re-election. An
outbreak of vliolence appeared likely as the next
step.

- &) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3772, 11 May 58.

The US Ambassador in Beirut forwarded President
Chamoun's request that the US airlift twenty tanks
with ammunition to strengthen Lebanonts Becurity
forces. While advised by the- Military Attache of
the current impracticability of such an eirlirt,
Ambassador McClintock reccmmended on political
grounds that the US Goverrnment make an immediate
favorable response to the Lebgnese request., He
believed that nothing short of arrival of the tanks
within two weeks, by whatever means, would sustain
the confidence of lLebanese leaders in the pledges
of support the US had given,

After presenting the request for tanks to the
Ambassador, Foreign Minister Malik saild that he and
Chamoun, "thinking out loud," were wondering if the
time had not come to plan for the deployment of a
US Marine division in the event Syrian-Egyptian
aggression, now indirect, became more overt. On
receiving McClintock's strongly unfavorable reaction,
Malik stressed that "sHis was the “most tentative
sort of thinking,"
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12 May 58

12 May 58

12 May 58

12 May 58

12 May 58

48T Msg, Beirut to SeecState, 3775, 11 May 58;
(&) Meg, Beirut to Sec3tate, 3782, 12 May 58.

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported his fimm
belief, based on conversationa with Chamoun, that
the Lebanese President intended to request President
Elzenhower to send US Marines if Syrian foreces,
irregular or otherwise, appaared in any nmumbers on
Lebanese soll,

¢PS) Msg, Beirut to SeoState, 3783, 12 May 58,
OOJUS files,

The U3 Ambassador in Lebanon transmitted Mallk's

reply to the Secretary of State's letter of 29 April .

58. Malik concurred generally in the views
expressed by the Secretary and suggested that what-
ever misunderstandings existed about the relationship
between Lebancn and the US under the Amerdcan
Dogtrine were the result of enemy propaganda explolt-
ing the past inadequacy of US ald to Iebanon. In
order to eliminate that propaganda vulnerabllity he
requested a US commitment of substantial financial
assistance for the first year of Lebanonts six-year
econcmic development plan, Malik also expressed
concern over reaction to any appearance of US
repprochement with Nasser; he recommended the U3
poaition be made clear to reasgure those who might
misinterpret 1t,

.(-c') Msg, Beirut to Secstate, 3797, 12 May 58.

The British and U3 Ambassadora in Beirut stated in
a8 joint appreciation that Gen Chehab had the means
to control the situation without outside help, unless
there were massive lntervention from Syria. He will,
however, "was vacillating at best, and lacking at
worst." His resolution would be strengthened if
Chamoun were to declare publlicly that he did not
intend to seek re-election.

(& Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3806, 12 May 58,
0CJCS files.

The Secretary of State requested the Ambassadors
in Jordan and lebanon to adviee those two govern-
ments that the US would supply on a grant basis
12 British Hawker Hunter Mark VI Jets to Jordan and
6 similar alreraft to Lebanon. Additional numbers
would be provided in the future as the capacity to
absorb and maintain them was establlished,

{oU0) Meg, SecState to Amman, 2514, and to
Beirut, 4252, 12 May 58.

An armmed insurrection in pBeirut, aimed at overthrow-
ing the Lebanese Government, was put down by army
troops and the pelice after a day of intermittent
street fighting. One of the three US libraries in

the capital was sacked and wurned, and a mejor pipe-
line of the IPC was cut. A state of alert, one step
from martial law, was decreed and a curfew imposed

in Beirut. Tripoll was reported still in a state

of slege, with fighting going on between insurrection-
ists and the army. The Cairo and Damascus rudlos
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12 May 58

13 May 58

13 May 58

13 May 58

were on the air all day, urgzgé the Lebanese to
overthrow their government,
NYT, 13 May S8, 1l:1l.

The Arab Union of Iraq and Jordan was formally
established,

NYT, 13 May 58, 4:5.

At a meeting in Beirut during the morning with the
U3, British, and Prench Ambassadors, President
Chamoun described the situation in Lebanon as "very
grave,” although not yet desperate, and requested
eash Ambassador to forward an oral messege to his
Chief of State recalling the guarantees given to
Lebanon regarding the maintenance of 1ts integrity
and independence. The Ambassadors should stress the
possibility of a need for armed intervention within
24 hours of an appeal by the President or Govermment
of Lebanon. Chamoun had not yet decided to ask for
foreign troops, but would probably make his decision
within the next 24 hours. All three Ambassadors
suggested to Chamoun that an appeal to the UN
Seourity Council be made simultaneously with any
request for tripartite intervention. :

- {p8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3826, 13 May 58,
OCJCS files.

The US Ambassador in Belrut warned the State Depart-
ment that, if the U3 intervened to maintain the
integrity and independence of Lebanon, 1t would be

a "capital political mistake" to support a second
term of office for President Chamoun, . Such support
would provide grounds for charges that: Western
"imperialist" powers were intervening in local
politics against what would be presented as the. "will
of the people," '

(®%) Msg, Belrut to SeoState, 3832, 13 May 58,

" ocJes files. -

Seoretary of State Dulles authorized the (S
Ambassador in Beirut to inform President Chamoun
that a request for Western military assistance should
be made only under the most compelling necessity,
where the integrity of Lebanon was genuinely
threatened and where its own forces were insufficient
for protection. Nevertheless, upon request from the
President and Qovernment of Lebanon, the US would
send combat forces to that country with the dual
mission of protecting US nationals and property and
of assisting Lebanon "in its military program.” To
meat US constitutional requirements the Lebanese
request ashould be made in terms of this mission and

.not as an appeal under the American Doctrine, since

President Elsenhower was not authorized to send
troops with an avowed purpose of fighting for
lLebanon's independence unleas there was armed
aggression from a country controlled by International
Communism. In practice, however, the presence of

US troops would free Lebanese forces from guard
duties, and the exerglse of the right of self-defense

might further engage@ US forces in operations against
the rebels.
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13 May 58

13 May 58

17.[ (( '12]'1 l‘

The US Govermment stated three further con-
ditions regarding the circumstances under which
Lebanon might ask for intervention: (1) at least
concurrently with any public request to the US,
Lebanon would complain to the UN Security Council
about outside interference in its internal affairs;
(2) some Arab states would publicly support the
Lebanese appeals to both the US and the Security
Council; and (3) Chamoun would not push his candidacy
for re-election should this appear to divide. seriously
the support necessary to preserve the integrity and
Weatern orientation of Lebanon.

The U3 Ambassador was informed that the US and
UK, working in concert, believed that French partici-
pation in the military operations would be "unpro-
ductive," but that the French Ambassador in Beirut
might be informed of the above.

gws Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4271, 13 May 58,
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

Wishing to be certain that the Lebanese sltuation
was truly understood, the US Ambaasador in Beirut
emphasized the following points: (1) Chamoun had
been legally elected President of Lebanon, and his
term did not expire until 23 September 58; (2) Chamoun
had not been charged, even by his most bitter
political opponents, with any crimes or misdemeanors
inm office; (3) the extreme opposition demand that
he resign "inastantly®” had no legal basis, Chamoun
had made no public statement regarding his intention
to seek to amend the constitution to permit his
re-election; (4) therefore, the call of the opposition
for a general strike and resistance to Lebanese law
enforcement agencies was outright "sedlition and
rebellion.”

¢C) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3840, 13 May 58,
DA IN 115907-C (14 May 58).

Ambassador McClintock reported indlcations that
pro-Chamoun supporters had hegun to falter because
of their belief that the Lebanese Army would not
decisively control the security situation. It was
felt the only solution was to form a new cabinet
with Gen Chehab as Prime Minister. Chamoun was
said to have agreed tentatively to this plan, but
Chehab was willing to accept the position only if
the general strike and armed disobedience ceased
and providing he had complete support from Parlia-
ment. An opposition sPokesman, however, had told
the Ambassador it was "too late" for any scheme that
retained Chamoun in office. Opposition forces would
accept nothing lesa than Chamoun's "immediate
resignation," with Chehab to be Prims Minister-
Preaident or a "national govermment,"

g Beirut to SeoState, 3847, 13 May 58,
DA IN' 1160 (14 May 58)

The State Department authorized Ambassador
MeClintock to evacuabe himself, US government
employeas, and their dependents from Lebanon when-
ever he determined it was necessary, He was informed
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13 May 58

13 May 58

13 May 58

14 May 58
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~days and 18 tanks in approximately two weeks,

———

that the US Navy had ordered two destroyers to
proceed to a position six hours from Beirut, with an
estimated arrival 1321002, These ships were to be
used for evacuation only 1f commerclal means were
not avallable,
{(8) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4259, 13 May 58,

L8Y Meg Secstate to Beirut, 427h, 13 May 58, DA IN

115928 {14 May 58)

The US Embassy in Beirut was instructed to inform
the Government of Lebanon that internal security
equipment would arrive by air within the next few

} Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4273, 13 May S8,
DA IN 115933 (14 May 58).

CNO directed CINCNEIM to sail amphibicus forces
with both Marine battalions toward the Eastemn
Mediterranean as soon as practicable, without
publicity.

Msg, CNO fo CINCHELM, 24953, 132307z May
58, cC8 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

Sk

In a conversation with US Ambassador MeClintock oo
during the evening, Gen Chehab said the situation :
in Lebanon was under control, although the Army was
stretched to its utmost. He stated that he had told :
President Chamoun he could not guarantee the loyalty -
of the Moslem elements of the Army in the event of R
Western intervention, ILater, McClintock saw Chamoun, i
whe seemed more relaxed and confldent than earlier
in the day and who now said he did not think it would
be necessary to send for forelgn troag

(®8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3863, 14 May 58.
OCJCS files,

Lebanese Foreign Minister Mallk, at a news conference,
accused the UAR of being directly responsible for
"massive interference' in his country, He cilted a
number of incidents as evidence of UAR responsibllity
for the Lebanese revolt. Lebanon, he said, had
sent a note of protest to the UAR. Fighting
continued throughout the country, and parts of
northern Lebanon were reported to be in rebel hands.
MYT, 14 May 58, 1:4. ,

US Ambassador McClintock presented in detail to
President Chamoun the US Qovermment's answer to the
Lebenese President's appeal of the previous day (see
relevant items of 13 May). Chamoun expressed the
hope he would not need foreign aid, but thanked
MeClintock for this immediate and Impressive mani-
festation of U3 support. He agreed with the US
ressrvation concerning PFrench participation, doubted
that France would be in a position to send troops
anyway, and explained he had felt 1% necessary to
include France in his appeal since PFrance had given
guarantees to Lebanon. Chamoun also left no doubt
that he fully understood the US stipulation that he
would not push his-candidacy for re-election if this
course appeared dangerous to Lebanese stability. &
Mag, Belirut to Secstate, 3869, 14 May 58, st
OCJCS files, .

Ty
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14 May 58

14 May 58

14 May 58

14 May 58

14 May 58

14 May 58

—

Confirming e telephone call to CINCNELM by Vice Adm
R. E. Libby, Deputy CNO (Plans and Policy), JCS
direected Adm Holloway to note the recent State
Department message to the US Embassy, Beirut (see
item of 13 May 1958), and to act in general con-
sonance with the contingency plan for US-UK military
astion in Jordan and/or Lebanon, Adm Libby's call,
the JCS message, and a subsequent CNO message con=-
stituted authority for CINCNELM to ‘engage in com-
bined planning with the British,

, gm') Meg, JCS to CINCMNELM, JUS 941734, 1412002
May 58, come-back copy in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58)
sec 1, 3ee also gy"Sunnary of U.3.~U.K. Cambined
Planning with Respect to Lebanon," Bnel to (T3)
DM-162-58, D/JS to Gen Warren, Qff Dep SecDef,
"gS-UK Combined Planning in Connection with the
Situation in lebanon," 19 May 58, same file. (FS7
Msg, CNO to CINCNEIM, 25022, 1415372 May 58.

The JCS informed USCINCEUR, CINCLANT, and CINCNELM
that in view of the internal situation in Lebanon,
President Chamoun might soon request US aasistance.
These commands, accordingly, ware directed to take
appropriate precautionary steps in order to be able
to implement on short notice the plan for US military
aption in Jordan and/or Lebanon,

o Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al,, JCS 941732,
1415167 May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

The Joint Chiefs of Staff Informed CINCNEIM of the
British view that combined forces used in & Lebanon
operation should be under US cocmmand, and that US
forces should precede British forces into Lebanon.
These two polnts were agreeable to the State Depart-
ment and the JCS.

grs) Msg, JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 941872, 1422282
May 58, cC3 él Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

The US Ambassador to Lebanon cabled that in view
of the worsening situation in Tripoli, he was sdvis-
ing Americans there to evacuate to Beirut. The
British were taking similar action, and hoth
Embassies were attempting to arrange the evacuation
in a manner to avoid creation of panic among Lebanese
Christians in North Lebanon.

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3875, 14 May 58,
DA IN 118067,

The French Charge in Washington expressed to
Assistant Secretary of State Rountree his Goverrment's
determination to participate in any intervention

in Lebanon, whatever the risks, Rountree emphasized
the dangers of putting Prench troops into Lebanon
andiindicated strong US opposition toc.French partici-
pation. :

¢¥8) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4298, 14 May 58,
0CJCS files,

The US Goverrment anriounced that it was doubling

the strength of the Marine force with the Sixth
Fleet and that & shipment of police equipment was
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being airlifted to Lebanon. The State Department
issued a statement of encouragement to the Lebanese
Qovernment, but President Eisenhower, at his press
conference, refused to comment on the situation. In
Lebanon 1itself, the situation was reported as
improving, despite continuing sgitation by Cairo
and Damescus radioca and repeated demands for the

- Labanese opposition that Chamoun resign immediately.

m.' 15 May 58, 1:2-3, 1"":1"'3.

14 May 58 The Government of the UAR in Cairc refused to accept
the lLebanese note of protest that charged the UAR
with "massive interference" in Lebancn,

NYT, 15 May 58, 5:l4. '

The US Embassy in Baghdad reported that Prime
Minister Jamali had sent a message to Leébanon
pledging Iraq's willingness to assist the lebanese
Govermment in any wvay considered feasible in the
present crisis, and encouraging that government to
resist to the utmost the "aggression being undertaken
by forces of Nasserism and Communism.”

- §&) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 1870, 15 May 58,
DA IN 116320, -

15 May S8 Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik gave the US
Ambassador an urgent msasage from Chamoun. Exelted
by reports of alleged Syrian troop movements across o
the border, Chamoun wanted the US to lmow that he v
might need armed help "not in 72 hours or 48 hours
or 24 hours but in 6 hours." Ambassador McClintock
attempted to calm Malik and atressed the need to
verify what appeared to be rather vague and
unreliable intelligence reports. Reporting to the
State Department, McClintock noted that he had
informed Chamoun on 14 May of the presence of US
destroyers six hours from Beirut (see item of 13 May),
which, the Ambassador suggested, might have accounted
for Chamoun's six-~hour time limit,

. (®8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3906, 15 May 58,
0CJCS files, :

15 May 58 As authorized by the State Department, Ambassador
MeClintock told gen Chehab that the highest
authorities in the US Government were ilmpressed with
the manner in which the General was handling a
difficult situation, and that they had sent him thelr
best wishea for success, This greatly plsased Chehab.

(&) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4292, 14 May 58;
(&) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3941, 16 May 58. Both
in OCJCS files.

15 May 58 CINCNEIM informed JCS that two amphibious groups,
each carrying a Marine BLT, had sailed for the
Eastern Mediterranean, with the first echelon
expected to arrive in an area about 60 miles west
of Beirut at 130900Z May, and the last echelon at
211900Z May. Task Force 60 would leave at high
speed at 1607002 May to conduct exercises in the
Yonian Sea, Prelinimary staff level planning talks
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15 May S8

16 May 58

16 May 58

;6 May 58

r—

were held with the British on 15 May. They were
progressing smoothly and would be continued on
16 May in hopes of completing a draft outline plan
as quickly as possible,

{P%) Msg, CINCNELM to JCS, uaaa. 1522262 May
58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

King Hussein advised the US Ambassador in Jordan
that he intended to consult with Iraq on joint
intervention should the UAR take open military
action in Lehanon. He requested that the US urge
Chamoun to appeal to the UN Security Council
immediately, before the situation detericrated to a
point where outside intervention was the only course
left to preserve Lebanon.

Mag, Amman to SecState, 1343, 15 May 58.

In & conversation during the morning with US
Ambassador MeClintoclt, Gen Chehab expressed his
contempt for Lebanese politiclans on both sides,

but stated his fear that, unless the fighting ended,
there was great danger cof open Moslem-Christian
strife. He, himself, refused to head the govermment,
end would stand by Chamoun until the end of his
legal term of office, but not beyond that time.
Chehab still believed a fagesaving solution was
possible (presumably without intervention), if
Chamoun would give guarantees to all elements in
Lebancn of his intention not to succeed himself, He

"felt that the three Western Ambassadors should

immediately impreas upon Chamoun the need for these
guarantees,

(®8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3937, 16 May 58,
O0CJC3  files.

The US Ambassador in Belrut, on his own inltiative,
emphasized to President Chamoun the importance of
Chamoun's issuing a statement that he did not seek
re-election. The President made no comment except
to thank him,

" {2&) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3949, 16 May 58,
OCJCS flles.

In response to a query from CINCSFECOMME, JCS
informed Adm Holloway that the State Depariment had
becn requested. to secure overflight and staging
rights from Turkey, Libya, France, Italy, and Greece,
The Department, however, was reluctant to approach
these (Jovernments until the decision was made to
intervene in Lebanon. In the absence of such rights,
CINCSPECOMME was nevertheless to proceed, ignoring
the legal questicn to the extent required to execute
his plan,

g.m Mag Jcs to CINCSPECOMME, JC8 941355,
1617082 May 5 Mag, CINC3PECOMME to JCS,
4196, 1520362 May 58. - Both in CCS 381 Lebancn
(5~ 13-58) sec 1,
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16 May 58

16 May 58

16 May S58.

16 May 58

Alr Marshal Sir ¥William Dickscn, Chalrman of the
British Chiefs of Staff, informed General Twining
of the great satisfaction in London with Admiral
Holloway's cooperation and the progress of US-UK
planning. With regard to the immediate situation,
he expressed the anxiety of the British Goverrment
over the fact that, until the US amphibious force
then moving east in the Mediterranean actually
reached the Levant, effectlve assistance could not
reach Lebanon in less than 48 hours 1f called for,
Diskson suggested advancing the readiness of US
and British forcea to be flown into lLebanon, urging
particularly that consideration be given to bdring-
ing US forces in Germany to an immediate state of
alert.

Mag, Ministry of Defense, London, to BJSM,
Washington, WFD 42, 1618102 May 58, partial copy in
ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13 58) seo 1.

The JC3 directed USCINCEUR and CINCNELM to bring
one battle group and the necessary airlift for it
to-a state of readiness to permit arrival on
Lebanese airfields. within 24 hours of an execution
order, asauming such airfields were safely held by
the Lebanese Army. JCS asaumed that USCINCEUR and
CINCNEIM would arrange for fighter cover, British
troops on Cyprus were being brought to the same
state oﬁ readiness.

JC3 to USCINCEUR, CINCNEIM, JCS
gtugg'r. 16222ﬁz May 58, C0S 381 Lebanon (5-13-58)
sec 1.

CINCSPECOMME sutmitted outline plan BLUE BAT, the
US-UK plan for combined milltary intervention in

Lebancn, to the JCS., The plan had been given general

appreval by the British Chiefs of 3taff. In
substance, BLUE BAT provided for Adm Holloway to
command the combined US-UK forces as CINCAMBRITFOR,
with other US offlcers commanding US-UK land, air,
and naval forces, in an intervention to support a
friendly ILebanese Govermment or, 1f necessary, to
re-establish 1ts authority; the forces would assist
in the maintenance of order and protect US-UK
nationals and interests. The operation would
include two US airborne battle groups, two US
Marine BLT's, and a British infantry brigede group,
supported by U3-UK naval and air forces, with US
foreces being committed first, The initial
objJective of the operation was the Beirut area,
after which operations would be expanded to include
other essentlal areas,

Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4650, 1620012
May 58, CCS 351 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1.

The JCS held a meeting with State Department
representatives to discuss the latest political
and military information regarding possible
intervention in Lebenon. It was believed that
Jordan, Iraq, and Tupkey were all willing to give

open asslstance if the U3-UK intervention in Lebanon

oceurred.
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16 May 58

16 May 58

——

Unsigned Memo for Record, "Executive
Session of the JCS with the State Department on
16 May 1958," 19 May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58)
sec l. .

In response to NSC Action 1875 (see item of 13 March
58), the Joint Chiefs of Staff submitted their views
to the Secretary of Defense concerning posslble US
aotions in support of pro-Westerm nations in the
Middle East. They noted that plans had already
been prepared for possible military intervention in
the area, including specifically the deployment of
US forces to Jordan, Lebanon, or Saudl Arabia. They

. emphasized, however, that if the long-range US

objectives in the Middle East were to be achileved
without resort to force, bold political action and
carefully planned economic measures were necessary.
Accordingly the Joint Chiefs of Staff renewed their
earlier recommendation (see item of 4 December 57)
that three steps be taken to resolve the baasic
Arab-Israsell problem: sgreement on fixed boundaries
for Israel, establishment of a reascnable guarantee

that Israel would not thereafter expand territorially,

and solution of the refugee problem, :

In the politico-military realm, the JCS
recomiended that the U3 Goverrment consider seeking
an invitation to provide additional support to the
UN. Emergency Force in order to broaden its misgsion
in maintaining the Arab~Israeli armistice., The US
might also take measures to make affiliation with,
or support of, the Arab Unlcon more attractive to
Saudi Arabila. Purely military actions that JC3
recommended the Department of Defense propose o the
State Department included the following: (1) provide
Iraq with one or two squadrons of fighter/bomber
aireraft, as previocusly recommended; (2) improve
existing limited early warning and air control
radar capabilities of the countriea under considera-
tion; (33 expand the MAAG in Iraq to deal with Aradb

" Unlon matters; {4) assist the Arab Union and Saudi

Arabla in developing a greater capabllity for
coordinated internal security by giving mlilitary aid
and training support; and (5) establish a small
training mission in Iebanon.

" On 1 July 1958 the Assistant Secretary of
Defense (ISA) informed JCS that all the above
recommended military actions had been approved;
some had been implemented in part while others
found to be politically infeasible at present would
remain under actlve consideration,

(#%) Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Possibdble .S,
Actions 1in SupPort of Pro-Western Nations in the
Near East (€}," 16 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47)
sec 70, derived from JCS 1887/452, same file,
sec 69. (28) N/H of JCS 1887/452, & Jul 58,

In a public address upon his return to Cairoc from
the USSR, Nasser charged that Lebanon was attempting
to turn its "purely domestic dispute" into an inter-
national incident with the UAR, in order to invoke
foreign assistance. He asserted that the UAR had
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17 May 58

17 May 58

17 May 58‘

17 May 58

17 May 58

————

no part in the dispute and had no intention of
interfering in lLebanese internal affairs, but would
not accept other foreign interference.

) Msg, Cairo to SecStates, 3008, 17 May 58,
DA IN 117303 (18 May 58). -

At a Saturday morning meeting, the Joint Chiefs of
Staff approved plan BLUE BAT as submitted by
CINCSPECOMME on 16 May. Notification of this action
was sent to CINCSPECOMME at-1616Z.

) "Summary of U.S8.-U.K. Combined Planning
with Respect to Lebanon," encl to (TS) DM-162-58,
D/J3 to Gen Warren, Off Dep SeoDef, "US-UK Combined
Planning in Conneotion with the Situation in
Lebanon," 19 May 58, 2!2 MBg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME,
Jc3 9419 5, 1716162 May 58.. Both in CCS 381
Iebanon {5-13-58) seo 1. o

...-,-i—k.‘nﬂ'—.. - -

The Joint Chiefs of Staff diaapproved a propoaal
by ‘Adm Holloway to furnish plan BLUE BAT to the US
and British Ambassadors in-Beirut, to be held by
them until an actual operation was directed and then
passed to the senior friendly Lebanese military
commander., The JCS directed that information given
to the Ambassadors be restricted to the broad
outlines necessary to facilitate exacution of the

s

Msa;é Jcs to CINCNELM, JCS 9“1930,

215332 May 58. (@8 Msg, CINCNEIM to JCS, 4592
1620512 May 58. Both in CCS 381 Ledanon (5- 13-58)
B“ R \.l.b.' .

- T ,.‘%

CIHCUSAFE informed CSAF that to aatisty the sirlift
requirements for BLUE BAT, he would need an
additional 26 C-124's to depioy the entire airborme
battle force in 24 hours, or-12 C-124's to deploy
it in 72 houra. With no augmentation, a total of
five or six days would be required. Less than two
hours later, USAF directed COMMATS to deploy
immediately 26 C-124 aircraft to bases in Europe.
-Meg, CINCUSAFE to CSAP, ODC 8 RM 975,
1716162 May 58, DA IN 117124; (28) Msg, USAF to
COMMATS, TS 9720, 171752Z May 58. Both in CCS
381 Lebanon {5-13-58) ses 1.

In identical communications to the US and UK, the
Government of Pakistan voiced ite concern over the
situation in Lebanon and expressed the hope that
the lawful Goverrment of Labanon would receive
necessary assistance,

¢€) Msg, Karachi to Seostate, 2882, 17 May 58.

The Department of State isaued a atatament confirming
reporta that consideration was being given to the
sending of US troops to lLebanon to protect American
lives and property if the Lebanese security forces
were unable to do so and if the President of Lebanon
requested the US troops. In another statement, the
Department said that planned arms shipments to
Lebanon, augmented 41T some cases, were being speeded
up, 80 that the Lebanese Government could defend the
territorial integrity and 1ndependence of Lebanon,
NYT, 18 May 58, 1l:4.
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18 May 58

19 May 58

19 May 58

19 May S8

The Soviet Qoverrment, through its official news
agency, accused the US of hatching a new plot in
the Middle East by interfering in the internal
affairs of Lebanon. The Soviet atatement said that
the US Sixth Fleet had received urgent orders to
support the political maneuvers of certain Western
Embassies in Lebanon, and warned that these Western
activities would lead to "serious" consequences for
Lebanon and the Middle East,

NYT, 19 May 58, 8:3.

Seoretary Dulles and his advisers met with JC3, 0SD,
and CIA representatives to discuss the necessity of
tinding a solution to Lebanon's internal political
problems without intervention and of lessening the
British "enthusiasm" for immediate military action.
Intervention would put the US in the position of
supporting Chamoun's continuance in office against
the terms of the Lebanese constitution and possibly
without Lebanese Army support. It was agreed that
the State Department should endeavor to discourage
the presentation of & Lebanese complaint to the UN
Seourity Council, since disadvantages of & UN
presentaticon seemed to outweigh the advantages. The
group also concluded that, since the Lebanese Army
apparently had the situation in that country under
control, the US should de-emphasize the proaspect of
military actlon and play down military preparations,
but in view of the "great explosive potentialities”
in Lebanon, the readiness of US forces must be
maintained, Meanwhile, efforts should be made to
induce Chamoun to find a solution to Lebanese
internal political problems on his own, It was
mentioned that messages inatructing the appropriate
US Ambassadors to request overflight and staging
rights had been prepared, for dispatch when an
actual decision to intervene occurred.

(#%) Memo, Col D, J. Decker, JMBPC, to Adm
Burke, "Meeting at Department of State, ‘1115 Monday,
19 Miy 1958," 19 May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon {5-13-58)
sec 1.

CINCNELM reported that the Sixth Pleet was now well
into the Eastern Mediterranean, The Carrier
Striking Force would be held approximately 12 hours
steaming time from a position to support a landing
in Lebancn, and amphibious forces would be approxi-
mately 12 hours from Beirut.

zma) Mag, CINCNELM to CNO, 5513, 191641Z May 58.

The JCS informed CINCSFECOMME that, in view of the
possible international repercussions, it was pre-
ferable that he remain in London rather than board
his flegship, unleas, in his opinion, the situation
required his presence.

(®5) Mg, JUS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 941961,
1917322 May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon {5-13-58) sec 1.
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19 May 58

19 May 58

19 May 58

20 May 58
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The US Ambassador in Beilrut reported that his
British and French colleaguessald thelr Govermments
were separately sending small amounts of autcmatic
weapons for use by Lebanese security forces. The
Ambassador also noted that the recent US shipment
of five plane-loads of police equipment had very
much gratified the commandant of the Lebanese
gendarmeas, ' Gen Chehab, with more trained pilots
than aircraft, had asked the UK for three Vampires.
The Ambassador learned the following day that the

. British had decided to provide four Vampire jets,

probably to arrive on 22 May.
(287 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4028, 19 May 58;
Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4043, 20 May 58, Both
in OCJCS files.

The State Department instructed the US Ambassador in
Lebanon to make clear to Chamoun that if he reached
the point of requeating US-UK military intervention,
the US would strongly object to French participation
in the operation. The Ambassador was to ask Chamoun
to restrict any approach to the French to a requeat
for other forms of assistance, specifically excluding
French. armed forces.

(®28) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4390, 18 May 58,

The State Department directed the US Ambassador in
Beirut to raise the gqueetion with Chamoun of broaden-
ing his Qovermnment as one means of averting civil
war n lebanon, If Chamoun replled that this was
impossible without his renouncing & second term, the
Ambassador was to emphasize the importance of insur-
ing the continuous existence of a genuinely
independent lLebanon znd the continuation of pro-
Wesatern policies. This approach had been agreed to
by the British and French.

(#3) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4400, 13 May 58.
0CJCS filles. : '

The Franch Ambassador in Beirut told his US and
British colleagues that the right-wing Christian,
pro=Chamoun Phalangist Party had requested France to
provide 1t with arms and demolition experts and to
ask the Government of Isrsel to undertake dlversion-
ary measures, presumably against Syria. Paris was
willing oniy to supply arms and had given Ambassador

- Roche discretionary power in the matter. The US

and British Ambassadors both argued strongly against
the provision of arms to any but duly constituted

~ Lebanese Government security forces.

ochscggi Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4046, 20 May 58,
8.

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that the
Government of Lebanon had decided to submit lebanon's
cage to the UN Security Council, and on the following
morning had sgreed to lodge a complaint with the
Councll of the Arab League as well,

£8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4084, 21 May 58.

-~
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20 May 58

22 May 58

22 May 58

23 May 58

23 May 58

In a press conference discussion of the applicaticn
of the American Doctrine to the situation in Lebanon
Secretary Dulles pointed out that the authority of
the Doctrine was not limited to cases in which
international Communism was involved. He noted
that the Mansfield amendment, added by Congress to
the Administration‘s original version of the Doctrine,
declared the independence and integrity of the Middle
Raat nations to be vital to peace and the national
interest of the US, and that this was "certainly
& mandate to do scmething if we think that our peace
and vital interests are endangered from any quarter,”
Questioned further, he declined to say categorically
that this provisilcn gave the Administration clear
authority to go to the defense of an independent
country without further recourse to Congress.

Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 989

. (9 3un 58), pp. 945510, 9B,

The Lebanese Govermment lodged a formal complaint
with the UN Security Council, charging the United
Arab Republlc with endangering peace in the Middle
Bast by interfering in Lebanon's internal affairs.
According to the complaint, the United Arab Republic
was responsible for the infiltration of armed bands
from Syria into Lebanon and for supplying ams to
individuals in rebellion egainst the legal govern-
ment of Lebanon. Co . .

NYT, 23 May 58, 1l:2.

CINCSPECOMME, pointing out that the Sixth Fleet, with
Marines, was scheduled to remain within 12 hours of
Lebanon, reconmmended that the BLUE BAT alert status
of the Armmy battle group and 1ts airlift--permitting
deployment from Europe to the objective area within
24 hours--be changed to one permitting deployment
within 48 hours, He added, however, that the
additional C-124's flown to Europe for BLUE BAT
should be retained there until the Lebanese
situation eased.

&) Msg, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6537, 221651Z
May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2.

In response to CINCSPECOMME's recommendation of the
previous day, the JCS approved reduction of the
alert status for BLUE BAT of the Ammy battle group
and its airlift to permit arrival in the target
area within 48 hours instead of the previocusly
directed 24 hours. The JCS also indicated the air-
1ift augmentation stationed in Eurcpe might be
reduced. :

(#8) Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al., JCS
942223, 2315092 May 58, CCS 381 Lébanon (5-13-58)
sec 2.

The State Department informed the US Ambassador in
Beirut that it shared his concern over the likeli-
hood that the political initiative in Lebanon might
pass to the opposition, and that, when this occurred,
Chamoun might seek Ioreign intervention as his
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27 May 58
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"trump card." _ The Department directed the

Ambassador to reiterate to Chamoun the conditions

necessary for US intervention, emphasizing that

Western forces should be requested only under the

most compelling necessity. Under no circumstances

would US forces intervene where Labanese forces -
were unwilling to fight. Chemoun, directed the .
Department, ghould be disabused of any idea that

he could refrain from decisive action to solve the

Lebanese political problem because he felt he could

count on foreign forces to bask him against domestic

opposition. .

ocacsﬂgfzegsg, SecStgta to Beirut, 4482, 23 May 58,

Less than 72 houras after & Lebanese request to US
officlals for mortar ammunition, 1,000 rounda each
for 60-mm and 8l-mm mortars reached Beirut. The
speedy delivery was greatly appreciated by Lebanese
security officials,

Msg, USARMA Belirut to DEPTAR, CX 97, 23
May 58, DA IN 119205 (24 May 57), JMEPG Lebanon

ﬁBGiNCEUR'reported to JC8 that, in respconse to the
JCS directive reducing the BLUE BAT alert status of
the Army battle group and its airlift (see item of

23 May 1958), USAF had indicated its desire to

withdraw the MATS augmentation aireraft from Europe.
USCINCEUR belleved that these aircraft were still
necessary for the execution of his misslon, and he
recommended that they be retained in his theater
until the alert status was further reduced to 72
hours or more, The Joint Chiefs of Staff disapproved
this recommendation the following day.

) Msg, USCINCEUR to JC3, EC 9-2778, 2716582
May 58, DA IN 119998 (28 May 58); (®8) Msg,JCS to
USCINCEUR, JCS 942490, 282011Z May 58, Both in CCS
381 Lebanon {5-13-58) sec 2, :

The UN Security Council met to take up the Lebanese )
complaint sgainat the United Arab Republic.,
scussion of this questlion was postponed, however,
until conclusion of the Arab League Council's
consideration of it. See items for € June./ -
—N-Yl_r-, 28 May 58, 10:2. M T,

Premier Saml Solh of lebanon, in a naticnal broad-
cast from Beirut, stated that his Govermment did
not intend to amend the Constitution to permit
re-election of the President and that President
Chamoun had never approached the Premier on this
question. However, he did not say categorically
that Chamoun would not seek a second term.

NYT, 28 May 58, 8:4. =

CINCHELM reported that a squadren of the Iraqi

Alr Force and approximately 1,500 Iraql Army troops
had arrived in the Amman areasa in mid-May to
participate in the "gerdan Army Day Parade on 25 May.
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The withdrawal.of some 3,000 Saudi Arablan Amy
troops from Jordan was completed on 20 May.

Msg, CINCNELM to DNI, et al., 8234/8186
2717062 May 58,

28 May S8 A US Navy vessel bearing 18 American tanks, with
ammuniition, arrived at the port of Beirut and tegan
unloading. The Lebanese Army took direct delivery
from shipside.
g Beirut to SecState, 4310, 28 May 58,
DA IN 12047 (29
28 May 58 The US Govermnment recognized the establishment of
the Arab Union of Iraq and Jordan.
Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 930
(16 Jun 58), p. 992,

29 May 58 Ambassador MeClintock reported that the Lebanese
political impasse continued, but efforts were being
made to find a compromise solution, mostly centered
around Chehadb becoming Prime Minister. Since Prime
Minister Solh's declaration two days earlier that
his government would not sponsor Chamoun's
re-election, demands that Chamoun resign immediately
were less Btrong except among extreme oppeositionists,

ﬁ Beirut to SecState, 4333, 29 May 58,
DA IN 12104 (31 May 58).

30 May 58 The Patriarch of the Maronite Catholle Church in
- Lebanon stated at an unusual press conference that
he feared the situation in Lebanon had become too
grave for compromise, and suggested that the time
would scon come for President Chamoun to "take a
trip." He had previously propesed that Chamoun be
permitted to serve out his term as President after
turning over actual control of the Government to
Gen Chehab, the Commander of the Lebanese armed
forces.
NYT, 31 May 58, 1:6, 5:1.

30 May 58 The US Alr Attache 1n Ankara reported that the
Turks continued to be deeply concerned over the
crisis in Lebanon and were seeking every opportunity
to lend support te Chamoun. On 23 May, according
to Foreign Minlster Zorlu, the Turks had begun an
airlift to Lebanon of 1,000 submachine guns and
ammunition.

» USAIRA Ankara to CSAP, 300845Z May 58,

CAF IN 9322 (31 May S8).

2 Jun 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut described the current
sltuation in Lebanon as a precarious lull brought
on by a military and political stalemate. There
were indications of a ateady build up of anti-
government lrregulars but no evidence that any
centralized rebel command corganization existed.
The main political issue was quieted for the moment
by the fact that the regular Parliamentary session
had concluded without considering a constitutional
amendment to permit<LChamoun'!s re-election, &
special session would be called later to elect a
new President.
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-™'{nyoked and the insurrection to .be quelled by US

—

¢} Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4393, 1 Jun 58,

DA IN 121474 (3 Jun 58), (#8) Msg, Beirut to
SecState, 4404, 2 Jun 5 8

The US Ambassador in Iraq tranamitted a formal
Arab Union representation regarding the Lebanese

.. 8ituation. The Arab Union Government believed the
time had come for the American Doctrine to be

and British forces as the only way to save Lebanon.
...~ £8) Msg, Baghdad to Amman, 1999, 4 Jun 58.

i

US intervention could keep any pro-Western
government in office, but it would be difficult to
create a stable situation not clearly dependent on
US forces, A US-supported regime would be widely
opposed and probably would not long survive the
withdrawal of Western forces, ;

. UAR reactlon against US interventlon would be CaF
sharp, and would include increased propaganda, con-
- tinued covert assistance to the Lebanese rebels, and
probable sabotage against Western oll interests, e
" The govermments of Jordan and Iraq would welcome -
the interventlon, but there would be strong adverse :
pepular regetion, Saudi Arabla would probably seek
to avold involvement, as would Israel., Turkey, Iran,

end Pakistan would almost certainly support the US
move, Adverse reaction would be intensifled if
the UK participated in the operation.

Soviet reaction to U3 intervention in Lebanon
would probably be confined to vigorous diplomatic
and propaganda act*on. If the intervention were
extended to include-US military action on UAR

. __!_
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territory, the Soviets would react more strongly,
poesibly in increasing milltary assistance and
- providing “volunteers." It was unlikely, however, , 2
. that the USSR would take any action that 1t -
estimated would involve serious risk of general

--_—w«-(:vé)f-: | ) “:)5 Jun 58,
4
/ i

i {
_+%"drea conflagration™ was likely within the next
T, year or-so as the result of a collapse of Jordan,
an-Iaraell preventative military action, or.a
resort to force by Nasser or his opponents. Purther,
the eituation in Lebanon might develop in a way
.that would bring the hostile forces in the Middle
_&?S-Eaat into open -conflioct, AR S S TR
MesevIntLebanon the UAR was aming and. encourasing
T “the predominantly Moslem opposition to President
- Chamoun, Should Mcslem elements gain the upper hand,
_____ ~.they would probably not be able to take all of
.Labanon into the UAR, but Moslem parts of the
ountry might attempt to secede, which would almost
_s+-0ertainly precipitate a civil war. Whatever the
7 imiedliate outcome of the Lebanese crisls, however,
--#:the trend.in that country would probably be in the
. direction of neutralism. T TR s e+
CUEes..In Iraq the conservative anti-Nasser regime
" was considered to be in firm control. Although
-+ there was opposition and little popular support,
the government controlled the army and was likely
to-be able to maintain 1tself in powser tor the next

several VEIB .

i js.nmsa

5 Jun 58 QI.ebanese Parliamenta.ry Speaker Osseiran summoned ST
- all. deputies to convene on 24 July to eleot a new R

5 Jun 58

i P“Bidaﬂt. - !” i
= $€) Msz, Beirut to SecState, 4439, .&m 58, _ .
X DA IN 122853 (7 Jun 58) , ,g : ‘ o
L Mg S 5
6 Jun 58 The Joint Chiefs of Stafe approved the reomnda.- it

< tion of Adm Burke that, since the situation in the

.. Maditerranean had beoame relatively stable, all
amphiblous forces (and attached units) assigned to
CINGCSPECOMME 1n sugmentation of the normal strength
of the Sixth Fleet should be withdrawn at the
earliest possible date. CNO was authorized to allow
CINCNELM to return these augmenting forces at his
discoretion. Adm Burke indicated that he would

. coordinate with the State and Defenase Departments
" before dispatching-the authorizing message to

. CINCNELM. . -
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£8) Memo, Dep Secy JCS to Control Seotion,
JCS Sect, "Navy Purple, Serial 00403P61--Retwum
to the U.S5, of the Amphibious Augmentstion
presently assigned to CINCSPECOMME t&j
58. (#) Memo, CNO to JCS, "Return the U.s.
of. the Amphibious uﬁmentation presently assigned
to CINCSPECOMME 6 Jun 58. Both in CC3
381 Lebenon (5-13- é) sec 2. _

6 Jun 58 The Arab League Council concluded its meetings -
in:Benghazl, Libya, on. Lebanon's complaint of
interference in Lebanese intermal affairs by the
--nited Arab Republice, without adopting any
resolution.

- NY2, 7 Jun 58, 3:2,

6 Jun 58 Dr: Charles Malik, Foreign Minister of Lebanon,
opened Lebanon's case against the United Arab
Republic in an address befors the UN Security
Council, Much of the address dealt with specific
instances of gun-running, bombings, and _
.~assassinations inside Lebanon, and press and - -
“radio propagenda from abroad, all of. which he , R
"charged to the United Arab Republic, These
sctivities, he said, constituted "massaive,
illegal and unprovoked intervention® in Lebanese
internal affairs and had an "urmistakable
aim--to overthrow ths present regime in Lebanon
and to replace 1t with one that would be more
subservient to the will of the United Arab ..
... Republic." He requested the Security Council _ -
to stop the UAR's interference in Lebanon, e
His charges were immediately denied. by
Cmar Loutfi of the United Arab Republic, who
8ald that Lebanon's troubles stemmed from
domestic oppeosition to President Chamoun and
were all internal, and that the UAR had not
intervened in, and had no desire tc impair the
independence of, its sister Arab state,
The Soviet representative characterized.
Malik's presentation as "unconvincing." The
representatives of the U3, Britain, and Franoce,
however, appeared to regard Loutfi's disclaimer
as insufficient to offset the evidence preucntad

by Mallk. fienotey
NYT T Jun 58, 1:7, . . “
7 Jun 58 In a conversation with the US Ambassador in

. Cairo, Nasser denied that he sought to incorpor-
- ate Lebanon in the UAR or dominate its government.
All he wanted was a Lebanese govermment that would
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not be hostile, He renewed proposals he had
made earlier for a joint US-UAR approach to the
Lebanese problem. This would have called for
Chamoun to finish his term, Chehab to become
. Prime Minister, and amnesty to be offered to
' Lebanese rebels, with Nasser doing his best
t0.induce the Lebanese opposition to' accept
... this plan., A US offer to forward these ideas
_ . to.Chamoun, without endorsing them, was
%.yiewed by Naseer as being of dubious value,
. since Chamoun would not accept them unless
they had US backing. He suggested, however,
-, that the US might offer these ideas as 1ts
“ " own, after which, if Chamoun reacted favorably,
Nasser would do all he could to gat the Lebanese
opposition to go along with them,
. Ambassador Hare concluded that, for reasons
. not clear and probably rather complex, Nasser
~desired to liquidate his commitments in. Lebanon
and bi@s' the cggiis :hege gg %n eggﬁl 7 . 58
. 2 Mag, ro to Sec8tate s T .
"“7(2%) Msg, Cairo to SecState, 324,78 Jun 58. ,

9 Jun 58 ‘Daring a White House consultation between President
-z, Bisenhower and Prime Minister Macmillan, with
.- thelr advisers, Secretary Dulles stressed the

- objectives of maintalning a pro-Western govern-
.. ment in Lebanon and supporting the Arab Union
- +--of-Jordan and Iraq. He believed that recent
... Lebanese developments were in a direction. that
" -~ made a need for US-UK intervention less likely,
but he warned that "we are not in the clear yet
by any means." Armed intervention he deseribed
aa the lesser of two evils, but still an evil.
Prime Minister Macmillan thought 1t would be
very difficult to keep President Chamoun in
power for a second temm. President Elsenhower
sgreed, saying that to attempt it "would be
. asking for even more rebellion." Regarding the
- possibility of finding a vigorous pro-Western
agggegsgr todaupport, a State Department
official said Gen Chehab was probab :
_ available prospect. : v nd th‘"?OPF
: } Memorandum of Conversation, )
Macmillan Talks, 9 Jun 1958, MCT MC/3 and
MOT MC/4, encls to (28) CM-141-58, Twining
to Taylor, Burke, White, and Pate, "Eisenhower/
Maemillan Talks, Washington, 9-11 June 1958,"
27 Jun 58, Joint Secretariat Control Division
Hot Box File, '




TOP

9 Jun 58

10 Jun 58

10 Jun 58

10 Jun 58

16:Jun 5

President Eisenhower, Prime Minister Macmillan, and
their advisers diacussed the provision of aircraft
to Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq {see items of 23 and
30 April 1958). The US representatives restated the
US intention of purchasing by offshore procurement
in the UK s8ix Hawker Hunter VI aircraft for Lebanon
and twelve for Jordan. The UK representatives
indicated that three of these ailrcraft could be pro-
vided to each of the two countries within aix weelms
after receipt of a letter of intent from the US, with
the balance being provided within six months. Gen
Twining stated that every effort would be made to
provide the letter of intent within a week. It was
agreed that the RAF would conduct the training of

. Lebanese and Jordanian forces receilving the alrcraft.

Gen Twining agreed to have four F85F alrcraft flown
into Iraq, within two weeks, with the balance of

11 aireraft (making a full squadron) to be delivered
within three months. Training in Irag would be pro-
vided by the US.

L®8) Asst SecDef (ISA), Memo for Record, "MAP
Planes for Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq,” 10 Jun 58,
encl to éﬁ!ﬂ JCs 1687/463, Note by Secys, same subj,

CC3 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec Tl.

Lebaneae Government forces won a crucial test of
strength against a larger rebel force under Kamal
Jumblatt, who had made A surprise attempt to cut the

'Beirut-Damascus road. At the same time, the Govern-
- ment defeated an effort by other rebel forcea to take

Tripoll,
| NyYT, 11 Jun 58, 3:4; 12 Jun 58 u 5

The US Ambassador in Iraq reported a political crisis
wag developing because of the Arab Union's financiszl
predicament. Prime Minister Nuri had offered his
resignation to King Falsal, declaring that the Arab
Union could not stand unless its immediate budgetary
problem was quickly asolved and long-term financial
strength was gained by adding Kuwailt to the Union.
The King had told the British Ambassador he feared
Nuri's resignation would mean the end of the Arab
Union and in very short order the royal family "would
find 1t impossible to carry on as they would have
nothing to offer." FPaisal desired that his views:
be conveyed to Prime Minister Macmillan in.Washington
for urgent consideration by him and the President.
The US Ambassador concurred in the reocommendations
made by his British colleague that the U3 and UX give
immediate assurance of financlal assistance to cover
the AU budget deficit, agree tc seek ways of solving
the long-term financial difficulties confronting the
Arab Union, and prevail upon Kuwalt to join the Union.
MBg, Baghdad to SecState, 2039, 10 Jun 58.

Jordanian Prime Minister Rifal told the US Ambassador
that King Hussein was deeply concerned that Lebanon
would 8lip intoc the UAR orbit if Jordan and Iraq

d1d not fake positive action to intervene. The King
proposed that Iraq and Jordan arm selected tribes
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10 Jun 58 [;

10 Jun 58 [:l”"

11 Jun 58

11 Jun 58

11 Jun 58

.directed to King Hussein of Jordan, who had relayed

—

living along the Syrian border and encourage raids in
an effort to pin down UAR security forces. Also he
favored shutting off road and rail communications
into Syria in order to squeeze the UAR economically
and generate dlscontent among Syrians already
irritated by UAR controls. So far, however, Hussein's
attempta to arrange discussion of his proposal with
Iraqi officials had been rebuffed, :

¢8) Msg, Amman to SecState, 2130, 11 Jun 58,
DA.IN 123920 (12 Jun 58).

]

The Lebanese Government's
request for this assistance had originally been

1q;t06£1 .
DA IN 125078.

The State Department directed the US Ambassador in
Beirut to inform Chamoun that Naaser had indicated
he might be willing to use hls 1nfluence to end
dissidence in Lebanon provided it was understood that
Chamoun would finish his term, Chehab would become
Prime Minister, and the opposition would be granted
amnesty. The US was forwarding this to Chamoun as
a matter of loyailty to Iebanon, and not because it
endorsed or trusted Nasser's proposal. When informed
of this proposal, Chamoun replied that he diatrusted
Nasser and was unwilling to deal with him.

{28) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4710, 11 Jun 58;
{@%) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4629, 11 Jun 58. Both
in 0CICS files.

L R
S S

:116 Jun 58,

'5’.

The Jolnt Chiefs of Staff directed CINCNEIM to. pre-~
pare a contingency plan that would expand C

OPLAN 215-58 to provide for implementation of the ;-
American Doctrine in Iraq. : s AT
T )} Msg, JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 943139, 1120312
Jun 58, derived from (T8 JCS 1887/458, CCS 381 RMMREA
(11-19-47) sec 70. '

The UN Security Council, by a vote of 10 to O (the

. USSR abstaining), adopted a resolution authorizing

the Secretary General to send a UN obaerver group
to Lebanon "to ensure that there 18 no 1llegal
infiltration of personnel or supply of arma or other
materiel across the Lebanese borders.,"

- Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 994 "
(14 Ju s8), p. 90—

-
-

.
Gonsl
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12 Jun 58

12 Jun 58

—

UN Secretary General Hammarskjold set up a three-man
commission to Amplement the Security Council reso-
lution requiring the sending of an observer group
to Lebanon. Hammarskjold made clear that the observers
were "not a police force," like the UN Emergency Force
on-the border between Egypt and Israel. The observers
would not intervene with direct action; rather, he
conasidered that their presence was "essential and
useful as a contribution to the preventing of possible
illegal traffic." They would stay within the
boundaries of Lebanon, would be assisted by fileld
agents detached for the purpose from the UN Truce
Supervision Organization, and would report any
smggling of arms or persomnnel through the UN Secre-
tariat to the Security Council.

NYT, 13 Jun 58,

President Elsenhower and Prime Minister Macmillan

-gent a message to AU Premier Nuri in regard to

12 Jun 58

‘ -~ nv—v—tl-u-

financial support for the Arab Union. On the
assumption that the Union would become operative on
1 July 58, the US was prepared to make available up
to $25 million for the period 1 July - 31.March 59,
which would cover the entire Jordanian share of the
Union budget and leave an eastimated excess of $6.25
million %o be applled to the Iraql share. The UK
would contribute up to $4 million to the Union
budget

LGT Msg, SecState to Amman, 2730, and to Baghdad,
3233, 12 Jun 58,

In a memorandum to the Secretary of Derense, the
Joint Chiefs of Staff stated that they had found
acceptable from the military point of view a draft
political directive, prepared by the US-UK Worlkdng
group on the Middle East, to be addressed to appropri-
ate military commanders should the US and UK decide
to intervene militarily in Lebanon.

The. directive stated that the US and UK were
entering Lebanon at the request of the lebanese
Government to provide military assistance in the face
of massive interference from the outside that had
disrupted Lebanese security and gravely threatened
the country's independence., Western forces were being
Provided to help protect US-UK lives and property:and

'to assist the Government of Lebanon in its military
program for the preservation of the independanca;and
integrity of Lebanon." Operations would be limited
to Lebanese territory and would employ the minimum
force necessary to attain the objectives, with
military taaks being turned over to lebanese authori-~
ties as soon as possible. Withdrawal would be carried
out a8 soon as the labanese (Qovermment was able to ;
act with sufficlent force by itself. A US-UK warning
had been iasued that any interference with the
operations in lebanon would be met with force; The
directive instructed the military commanders to seek
advice on political matters relating exclusively to
Lebanon from the US arid British Ambassadors in Beirut; |
whose views would be ¢ontrolling. (The final clause :
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13 Jun 58
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above reflects the addition of a clarifying sentence
approved by JCS on 17 June 58,)

¢Ps) JCS 1887/465, Note by Secys, "Lebanon
S8ituation (U)," 18 Jun 58, and (P&) N/H of JCS
1887/h65, 26 Jun 58, cc8 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2.

Prime Minister Nurl of the Arab Union, upon receiving
the message of 12 June from Fresident Elsenhower and
Prime Minister Macmillan, expressed bitter disappoint-
ment over what he considered an inadequate amount of
US-UK financisl support for the Untion's budget.
Horking himself up to a dramatic pitch, he delivered
.an ultimatum to the effect that either.the US and UK
~'would provide an additional $6 million to cover the
“-estimated nine-month AU budget deflcit, and Kuwait
would be made to join the Arab Unlon, or he would

--rasign and allow the Arab Union, along with Western

13 Jun 58

14 Jun 58

influence in the Middle East, to collapse., The US
Ambassador commented on Nurli's emotional reaction as
evidence of the low value placed on the Arab Union
by its two partners, and as confirmation that the US
would have to underwrite ita budget if the Arab Union
.were to become a reality.
e {,e') Msg, Amman to SecState, 2153. 13 Jun 58
g '
‘The US Ambassador 1n Beirut cabled that the Lebanese
Government had urgently requested 8,000 rounds of
75=-mn ammunition., Ambassador McClintock estimated
that the cost of airlifting this smmmition was beyond
Lebanon's financial resources, and he strongly
‘recommended that the USAF fly one C-124 with an
.idnitial shipment to Beirut without charge. The
balance could be sent by sea at commercizl rates,

. (&) ‘Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4684, 13 Jun 58,
DA N 124620 (14 Jun 58).

Fairly serious fighting took place in Beirut, origl-
nating in an attempt by opposition forces to liberate
pelitical prisoners who might have furnished

ineriminating evidence to the UN observers. lebanese

~ Army actlon frustrated the attack. At 1700Z, Prime

Minister Solh informed the US Embassy that either the
UN Secretary Genersl should lmmediately furnish
police forces or the US might wish to send units.of
the Sixth Fleet to protect US lives and property;
He said the situation in Beirut was out of contrel
and asked the US Ambassador to bring his message;to -

-the attention of President Eisenhower. Reporting

on this, Ambassador McClintock said that while the
siltuation in Beirut was grave, he did not believe

it was necessary to do more than place the Sixth
Fleet on immediate alert., He did, however, urgently
recommend that the two US deatroyers within six hours
steaming time of Lebanon be moved closer in at dawn
of 15 June and that he be authorized voice radio
commnication with the ships.

£®8]) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4726, 14 Jun 58,
0CJCS files.
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14 Jun 58 At about 1600Z, Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik
) telephoned Aasistant Secretary of State Rountree
ardi saild that he had heard from Chamoun that the
situation in Lebanon was. critical. Malik did not
request US intervention but indicated that such a
request might be imminent. Later reports from US
aources in Beirut showed the immediate situation to
be somewhat inmproved, but indicated that the long-
term prospects remained gloomy.
Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4773, lh Jun 58,
OCJCS rilea. :

2, = o ....."1»"
- 13 e : T N kT

14 Jun 58 Secretary of State Dulles was aurriciently diaturbed
by the flareup in Beirut to leave a class reunion
at-Princeton and return to Washington for an emargency
conference at the State Department and a telephone
conversation with US Ambassador McClintoek in Belrut.
He then told reporters the situation in Beirut was
"serious but not alarming.”

NYT, 15 Jun 58, 1:8, 15:1, 19 1.

14 Jun 58 [:

14 Jun 58. o _ LT

s " 7116 3un 58,
" maztl— Jisams

15 Jun 58 In response to a request from the US Ambassador in
Belrut, COMSIXTHFLT ordered two US destroyers: to
take stati®sn 30 miles off Beirut, out of sight of '
the shore, The destroyers might be used for 2 show
of fomce or to fire a covering bombardment for the .
evacuation of US nationals. They were to contact
the US Embassy in Beirut every half hour on a
clandestine circuit, COMSIXTHFLT also directed the
two destroyers to be prepared to escort a US attack
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15 Jun 58

15 Jun 56 |

- e |
s i L!

—

carge ship .carrying three LCM's f'or the Lebanese
Government into Beirut or to scme other designated
point, at the call of the US Naval Attache in Beirut.

(#8¥ "Intellizence Summary," encl to (28) Memo,
CNO to CJCS, "Lebanon,"” 15 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon
(5-13-58) sec 2.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malilk, having requested an
urgent Sunday morning meeting with Assistant Secretary
of State Rountree, explained that Chamoun had inf'ormed
him that the situation in Lebanon had again deterio-
rated, with Syrian parachutists and Egyptian-trained
Palestinians jolning the fighting. Chamoun wanted
an immediate answer, to give to the Cabinet, to the
question: would the US intervene militarily at once
if asked? Rountree replied that he could give no
answer suitable for transmission to Chamoun by
telephone, but that an answer would be sent through
the US Ambassador in Beirut. Later in the day, Malilk
asked Rountree if he could tell Chamoun, with US
approval, to "hold firm--do not yield." The
Aasistant Secretary replied that he could not, since
this could readily be misinterpreted, While the
US &greed that Chamoun should not yield on any matter
fundamental to Lebanon's independence, he should not
refuse any reascnable internal political com?rcmise.

' State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "'lLebanon,'
15 Jun 58, encl to (@S) CM-140-58, CJCS to Taylor,
et al,, same subj, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon
15-13-58) sec 3.

The State Department informed the US Ambassador in
Belrut of Assistant Secretary Rountree's conversation
with Malik that morning (see above item) and directed

‘him to inform Chamoun that the US position on military

intervention in Lebanon had not changed., He was to
recall for Chamoun the US terms that the declared
purpose of intervention would be to protect US lives
and property and to assist Lebanon "in 1its military
program” for the preservation of the country's
integrity and independence, and that Lebanese security
forces would have to exert a maximum effort to
defend their country, The Ambassador wasa &lso to
streas the changed situation resulting from the fact
that Lebanon had recently sought and obtained:a UN
Security Council resolution placins observers ‘in. the
country. The US would find it very awkward to. take
actlon that would appear to disregard the existence
of this UN effort.

Accordlngly, i1f Chamoun, accepting the US terms
relterated above, came to believe that intervention
was necessary, the US suggested that an emergency
UN Security Council session be called. There Lebanon
would report that a stepped-up campaign to axtinguish
Lebanese independence before the UN observation effeort
could be organized was obviously in progresa, that
Lebanon was no longer able unaided to protect both
foreign life and property and its own independence,
and that therefore certain countries were being
invited to send troops to protect their nationels,

- 4§ -

et L
ek 2 S
1]



15 Jun 58

15 Jun 58

—_——

freeing the Lebanese forces to concentrate on defense
of the country's integrity.

~ (P%) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4790, 15 Jun 58,
OCJCS filles.

At 18302, Malik telephoned Secretary of State Dulles,
He said that any Milddle Eastern country inviting
arped intervention by the West would be the subject
of ""shame and reprocach” for generations, and, there-
fore, there were three prerequisites to such &
requeat: (1) it should be made only in extremis;
(2) there should be some Arab participation Ifi, or
support of, the intervention, even 1f token, perhaps
by YIraq and Jordan; and (3) the action must have the
moral support of either the UN Security Council or
General Assembly. Secreftary Dulles told Malik that
this was a statesmanlike approach, and coincided with
the US view, -

State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon,'
15 Jun 53, encl to {#8) CM-140-58, CJCS to Tayler,.
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 lLebanon
T?‘H-Sa) sec 3, . , . , .
At-a late Sunday afternoon White House meeting, the
President and representatives of the State and Defense
Departmenta, CIA, and USIA discussed the situation
in Lebanon, Secretary Dulles sald that Malik's latest
telephone call (see above item) had been helpful,
although the views expressed were not necessarily
those of Chamoun or the rest of the Lebanese Qovern-
ment., The Secretary warned that intervention under
present condltlions would lay the US open to charges
of. undermining the UN observation effort, which
Lebanon itaelf had requested. He agreed with the
view expressed 1n a measage just received from the
British Foreign Secretary, that military actlon in
Lebanon should be withheld until a further attempt
to settle the matter in the UN had been made.

The President discussed the wealmess of Lebanese
leadership, the danzers of intervening before the UN
had reported 1ts own action was ineffective, and the
difficulties that would be imposed by unfavorable
popular reaction in Lebanon, If the U3 intervened,
it might well have to remain indefinitely, and he
recalled as pertinent the arguments the US had' advanced
against the Anglo-French intervention in Egypt in:
1956, particularly "Where would 1t lead; where would
it end?" Secretary Dulles stated, however, and the
President agreed, that if Chamoun requeated US inter-
vention, and the US did not respond, every pro-Western
government in the area would disappear. The US,
therefore, had little or no choice,

The President commented that 1f thae US was
forced to act, everything possible should be done to
make the intervention under the most favorable auspices
amnd circumstances, and the Lebanese Army should be
bolatered so that US forces could be quickly with-
drawn. He directed Gen Twining to have the JCS study
the "military possibilities and problems involved,”

- -
- --

- 47 -

LY
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15 Jun 58

15 Jun 58

15 Jun 58

- DA IN 12502

———

(Assigned to JMEPG, this study was cancelled on
22 July 58.) He also asked for examination of the
possibility of giving Lebanon "massive military
support,"” posaibly accompanied by techniclans, as
an alternative to intervention. :

State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon,"
15 Jun 58, encl to GESj CM-140-58, CJCS to Taylor,

et al,, same subj, 27 Jun 58. (U) N/H of JCS 1887/uTh,

22 7dl 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3.

On the recommendation of Ambassador McClintock that
deterioration of the Lebanese situation made it
‘necessary, the State Department declared a Phase I
emergency for lLebanon, directing that dependents
desiring evacuation be moved to Italy.
63% Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4750, 15 Jun 58.

. {8) Mag, SecState to Belrut, 4793,

15 Jun 58, DA IN 125180 (16 Jun 58).

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported to the 3tate
Department his conclusions after a long talk with
gen Chehab. Chehab saw no prospect of quelling the
insurrection by his own means, although he was willing
to continue to fight defensively. US.military
officers 1in Belrut, however, felt that the lLebanese
armed forces, led with initiative and conviction,
could put down the civil war, although at & high coat
in casualties, Nevertheless, 30 long as Chehab was
in command, the lebanese Army probably would not act
to end the fighting. Chehab d4i1d not welcome the
prospect of Western intervention but felt it was
inevitable, His troopa would not oppose this inter-
vention and would probably cocperate in a lukewarnm
‘manner. It was necessary, concluded McClintock, to
"Yget a new general” before the West intervened.

) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4746, 15 Jun 58,
0CJCS files. :

In a conversation with the US Ambassador in Beirut,

Chamoun declared that it was clearly imposasible for

the Lebanese armed forces to restore order until

Gen Chehadb was removed from command. Chamoun feared,

however, that Army demoralization after Chehab's

dismigsal might permit the rebels to gain control

of Beirut., Hence it seemed to_him safer to wait

untll after a Western landing to remove the Gensral,
) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4756, 15 Jun 58,

0CJC3 files. -

The US Ambassador in Beirut concurred in the recom-
mendations of the US UN Ambassador that the U3 should
encourage the Secretary (eneral to enlarge the UN
Qbserver Oroup in Lebanon quickly to a total of sbout
500 men,. Ambassador McClintock pointed out that

the UN observers could not succeed in their mission
unless they were pfesent in sufficient numbers to
patrol the means of access to Lebanon.

£8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4760, 15 Jun 58,
OCJCS files.
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15 Jun 58

15 Jun 58

15 Jun 58

16 Jun 58

16 Jun 58

16 Jun 58

(16 Jun 58, 0C3CS files.

WD LU AR G

The French Ambassador in Beirut expressed.to the
US Ambassador nis feeling that any US-UK intervention
in Iebanon should include a tolken French partici-
pation. Ambassador Roche sald that with DeQaulle in
power it was practically certain that France would
insist on participating,

) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 11767, 16 Jun 58,
0CJCS files.

The-French Embassy informed the State Department
that a French warship was moving %o the Lebanon ares
with instructions to remain outside territorial
waters for the present., The action was designed
solely to protect French nationals and had not
resulted from a lebanese requeat for assistance, The
French naval commander had been cordered to establish
contact with US and British commanders in the area

~wpon his arrival there.

48] Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4811, 16 Jun 58,
0CJCS files.

UN Secretary General Hammarsikjold announced that he
would go to Lebanon to investigate the situation
there. Meanwhile, Norwegilan Maj Gen Odd Bull, the
first member of the three-man UN Obaserver Group,
arrived in Beirut,

NYT, 16Jun58 18 3:2.

During the morning the US Ambassador in Beirut gave
President Chamoun a letter conveying the US terms
for intervention, in accordance with the State
Department's instructions of the previous day (see

"4tem of 15 June 58), Chamoun read the letter care-

fully and said he agreed with all points, Ambassador

- MeClintock, speaking for the three Western Ambassadors

in Beirut, urged Chamoun to take resoclute steps
against the opposition and to announce definitely
that he would not be a candidate for re-election.
The Ambassador alsc stressed the US objections to
French participation in any intervention, and Chamoun
agreed to limit his request to the French to one
seeking materlial only.

Msgs, Beirut to SecState, 4773, 4T7T4,

GERT
The U3 delivered five FB6F aircraft to n-aq.,l The
ten remaining planes of the squadron being provided
Iraq were scheduled for delivery by 17 September -

(ss') N/H of JCS 1887/&52 8 Jul 58, ccs 381

m«m (11-19-47) sec 69,
:At 18252, a US attack cargo ship completed transfer

of three ICM's to Lebanese crews at a rendezvous
20 miles west of Tripoll, as arranged by the US Naval
Attache in Beirut. -

I8) Memo, Navy Dept Duty Ofer to CNO, "Situation
Report No. 10, Readiness of U.S. Naval Forces for

.¢rouble in Lebanon, as of 0800 a.m, EDST, 17 June
';1958 " 17 Jun 58 cC3 381 Lebanon (5- 13-58) sec 2.
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16 Jun 58

16 Jun 58

16 Jun 58

17 Jun 58

17 Jun 58

17 Jun 58

w3 . P LAY

At 1915Z, Chamoun summoned a US Embassy official and
gave him a handwritten Arablic text of a resclution
signed that day by each member of the Cabinet
authorizing Chamoun to call for friendly military
intervention "when he thinks f1t." Chamoun appeared
desperate, as evidenced by the fact that he entrusted
not only this document but also his wife's Jjewels
to the American official. He definitely feared an
attack on the palace that night.
Msgs, Beirut to SecState, 4795, 4818,

1T Jun 58, OCJCS files. .
Fighting in Beirut dwindled to & few aporadic out-
bursts of rifle fire and explosions, but rebel leader
Salazam said there would be & full civil war if '
President Chamoun did not resign.

NYT, 17 Jun 58, 1:6.

The US Atlantic Fleet announced that a five-ship
amphibious force and a Marine battalion of 1,800 men
would depart for the Mediterranean on 25 June to
relieve a similar force retailned there beyond its
scheduled date of return.

T ‘N-Y_.T,_ 17 Jm 58’ 2:6.

'In a mnrning conversation with the US Ambassador in

Beirut, Chamoun was calm and apQlogetic over his
excitement of the previous evening (see item of
16 June 58), indicating that matters were well in
hand. On instructions from the State Department,
Ambassador MeClintock reiterated that Chamoun should
make every attempt to solve Lebanon's problems
through the UN before asking for Western intervention.
With regard to the Cabinet's authorization to call
for friendly interventlon that Chamoun had received
the Previous day, the President emphasized that this
was 'for stand-by use” and that he had no intention
of calling for outside assistance except as a last
resort,

(@S] Msgz, Beirut to SecState, 4812, 17 Jun 58;
(2%) Meg, SecState to Beirut, 4814, 16 Jun 58. Both
in OCJCS files, '

The French Ambassador in Beirut informed his US and
British colleagues that Chamoun had said he would
include France in any request for Western asaistance.
The French, however, would apparently send ofily!'a
warship to protect French lives. In another con-
versation that day, Chamoun told a US representative:
that he would only ask for French participation in
military staff work, a possibility that the US. :
Ambassador regarded as dangerous., On 18 June, Chamoun
made a similar statement to the British Ambassador,
who ipmediately argued against the idea, :

(&) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4833, 17 Jun 58.
(P87 Msgs, Beirut to SecState, uéus, uéss, 18 Jun
58. All in OCJCS files.

At his news conference, Secretary of State Dulles

described the Lebanese crisis as one causing
"consilderable anziety' to those who believed in the
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17 Jun 58

18 Jun 58

18 Jun 58

18 Jun 58

18 Jun 583

19 Jun 58

CINCSPECOMME 1nformed CNO, among other things, that g '*ﬁ

'Cyprus. CINCSPECOMME believed French participation

‘The US Ambaasador in Beirut reported that Britiah

P WD PoF e war we— ———

FE B

independence  and integrity of thé countriea of the . -
Middle Easat. le declared that the US was ready to : -
support any move to increase the size of UN border
patrols in Lebanon. Moreover, he stated, if the US
were called on to provide physical as well as
diplomatic support for the Government of Lebanon,
i1t "would be inclined to go along with that also." , .
_ NYT, 18 Jun 58, 1:1, text, 14:2-6, . -

The Iragl Government asked the UAR press attache

‘in Baghdad to leave the country, accusing him of

activities against the intereats of the Arab Union.
NYT, 18 Jun 58 3 5.

the readiness of British ground forces to participate
in BLUE BAT was not affected by the situation in

should be excluded if posaible, since French associ-
ation with the US-UK venture would be politically
damaging and operaticnally confusing
Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 371# 1801412
JMEPG Lebanon Mﬂg File.

B
Ead

e

=l
W

intelligence had definitely identifled a lLebanese o
working with the UN Observer Group as anh Egyptian }
spy whose mission was to keep the UAR informed of B
contemplated movements of UN observers. The British e
ambaasador had informed Gen Burna of the UN Observer ©
roup. =
(D8) Msg, Beirut to Secstate, 4859, 18 Jun 58, '
OCJCS files.

T e s PTRTR
- : ..vr-_

Speaker gsseiran of the Lebanese Parliament warned
the US Ambassador in Beirut that if there ware

. foreign intervention in Lebanon, he would regard it

as an infringement of Lebanon'!s sovereignty and would
personally lead the battle against the foreign forces.
French participation in a foreign intervention, he

sald, would be even worse, because of the deep-seated

- anti-French feeling in Lebanon. ' Reporting on this -

conversation, Ambassador McClintoclkc commented that
Osseiran undoubtedly represented & majority of.
Moslem Lebanese, who were violently oppoeed to-any
Western intervention. il

(®8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4861, 18 Jun 58

0CJICS files. S '- o

In response to a question at his press conrerance,
President Eisenhower said he would not forecast the
circumstances under which the US might take military
action in Lebanon. Such action, he sald, would be
dependent upon the Jjudgment of the UN cbserver team
in Lebanon and of Secretary General Hammarskjold,
who was due to arrive there on 19 June.

NYT, 19 Jun 58, 14:7, text, 20:1-8,

UR Secretary General Hammarskjold arrived in Beirut ﬁéia 4
and began talks with UN observers &nd Lebaneae R :
leaders on the question.of bringing peace to Lebanon. & i
, NYP, 20 Jun 58, 1:2-3. g b
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19 Jun 53

20 Jun 58

20 Jun 58

20 Jun 58

——

Jordanian Prime Minister Rifai told the US Ambassador
that Turkey had informed both Iraq and Jordan that
if they wished to send troops to aid lebanon, safe
passage across Turkish territory was guaranteed and
the Turkish Government would provide both sea and
air transport for the final move from Turkey to
Lebanon. Jordan was not responding favorably to
this proposal, since it was learned that the Lebanese
appeal for Iragqi-Jordanian assistance, via Turkey,
had been originated perscnally by Forelgn Minister
Malik in Washington and not officially by Preaident
Chamoun, .

4&F Msg, Amman to SecState, 2197, 19 Jun 58.

‘The US Ambassador in Beirﬁt gavé'dhamoun a lengthy

message from Secretary of State Dulles explaining
the President's remark at his press conference of
18 June. In sum, Dulles restated the US view that
Lebanon should call for an emergency seasion of the
DN. before requesting US help, that the US had con-
fidence in Chamoun and would do all it could to
assist him, and that Lebanon had the capacity to
solve ita problema without recourse to foreign
military aid. Chamoun replied that he would not
request intervention "unless the knife is at my
throat." Reporting hils conversation, Ambassador
MeClintock concluded that Chamoun was in one of his
optimistic moods, but that he was doing little or
nothing to find a sclution to the situation.

- {D8Y Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4890, 19 Jun 58;
(387 Mg, Beirut to SecState, 4938, 20 Jun 58.
Both in OCJCS files, e

| The Joinmt Chiefs of Staff informed USCINCEUR that,

for political reasons, the State Department was
unwilling to negotiate for additional staging rights
at Adana, Turkey, on a long-term basis. The Depart-
ment was prepared to request these righta on an
urgent basis in the event of the implementation of
BLUE BAT, and no difficulty was anticipated. The
previous JCS instructions directing necessary action
even in the absence of these rights st1l1l applied.
On the question of prestocking rights, however, the
State Department was willing to approach Turkey.
Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, JCS 943672,..: .
202130Z Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon {5-13-58) Bea 2.
: sangie

CINCNELM and the British Chiefs of Staff diseussed
proposals made by C-in-C British Middle East land
Forces to enlarge the forces and extend the planning
for BLUE BAT in view of the apparently increasing
morale and determination of rebel forces in lebanon.
CINCNELM opposed these changes as unnecessary,
holding that BLUE BAT was adequate to meet initial
obJectives and that the plans were sufficilently
flexible to be expanded as the situation dictated.
CINCNEIM's position was concurred in by CNO.

{28) JCs 1887/469, Memo by CNO, "Report of
CINCNELM's Discussion With British Chiefs of Staff,"
26 Jun 58, and (@) N/H-of JCS 1887/469, 27 Jun 58,

CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3,
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20 Jun 58

22 Jun 58

26 Jun 58

26 Jun 58

26 Jun 58 °

27 Jun 58

27 Jun 58

-
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During a conversation with the US Ambassador in
Beirut, Chamoun confirmed once more that he did not
desire Iraqi or Jordanian military intervention at
that time.

K8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4941, 20 Jun 58,
0CJCS files,

UN Secretary (eneral Hammarskjold arrived in Cairo
for talks with UAR President Nasser. "Diplomatic
sources” in Beirut said he would ask Nasser ta halt
his antl-lebanese propaganda campalgn and to close
the Syrian-Lebanese frontier in order to stop the
movement of supplies to the Lebanese rebels.

NYT, 23 Jun 58, 1:6, 3:1.

‘CiNCSPECOMME submitted to the JCS hia estimate of the

military and political situation in Lebanon. Desepite
reports of a formidable build-up of rebel forces, he
did not view the fighting strength of the insurgents
&8 commensurate with their numbers, Hence the BLUE
BAT operation remained feasible, although there would
probably be a longer period of fighting and higher
caaualties, especially among the Lebanese.

= CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 60kk, 261706Z
Jun 38, Gc8 351 Lebenon (5-13-58) sec 3.

Former Lebanese Premier Rashid Karami, rebel leader
in Tripeli, told reporters he would fight any UN
police force sent to lLebanon. He denled receiving
aid from Syria, but warned that he expected outside
help in case of an "attack" on Lebanon. Karami said
he supported Gen Chehab for the presidency.

: NYT, 27 Jun 58, 4:6,

‘The Soviet press denounced the idea of a UN police

force for Lebanon as "foreign intervention” and a
threat to peace. It warned that the USSR would not
stand 1dly by in such an event,

NYT, 27 Jun 58,

Adm Sir Michael Denny of the BJSM, Washington,
presented an alde-memoire to JCS in which the UK
called for a revision of BLUE BAT to include
similtaneous landings at both Beirut and Tripoli,
Roting that opposition strength had inecreased: and.
the effectiveness of the lebanese Army had lessened
since the plan was first drafted, the British saw.
& danger of rebel violence against US and British
lives and property in Tripoll in the event of a
Hestern landing at Beirut alone.

UK alde-memolire, "Operation BLUE BAT,"
27 Jun 58, EncI & To [&) JCS 1887/471, Note by

_8ecys, "Lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon
(5-13 58) sec :)-

Lebanon charged in the UN that the movement of
weapons and personnel across the border from Syria

. into Lebanon was continuing and, indeed, had actually

increased, despite the presence of UN observera.
The Lebanese delegatton jssued this charge after it

.became known at the UN“that Secretary Hammarskjold
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29 Jun 58

30 Jun 58

1 Jul 58

"pA IN 129292,

'The three Western Ambassadors in Beirut

R ] LARCIIN B L T WY ]

—_—

‘would not recommend a UN police force to guard the

Lebanese border.
e, 28 Jun 58, 4:8.

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported Prime Minister
Rifai‘*s statement that both he and King Hussein were
gravely disturbed that Dag Hammarskjold's recent
visit to the Middle Eaat had not generated forth-
right UN action on the lLebanese problem, since they
believed that unless a UN or US-UK police force were
provided to seal the Syrian-lebanese border, the
Chamoun government was doomed. Chamoun's fall would
further elevate Nasser's prestige in the Arsd world
and would encourage insurrection in Jordan, Iraqg,
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. In discussions with
Hammarskjold during his visit, Rifai had made clear
that if. Jordan became convinced the UN was elther
unable or unwilling to resolve the Lebanese situation,
the Jordanian leaders would not wait for an
emboldened Nasser to step up his subversive campalign
against their country but would launch a counter-
attack against the UAR.

- 48) Msg, Amman to Secstate, 2271, 30 Jun 58

At a meeting between Secretary Dulles and Lebaneae
Foreign Minister Malik, the latter made pointed
quaries regarding the value and validity of the US
pledge to assist Lebanon. Secretary Dulles replied
that the US intended to take every practical measure
to prevent a victory for Nasser and Compunism and

to demeonstrate to Middle Eastern governments that
friendship with the West was an asset, not a liability,

. He stressed, however, that US intervention in present

circumstances would generate great opposition both

in the area and within the UN, since it could not
honestly be said as yet that the UN effort in Lebancn
had failed. Dulles urged that Chamoun busy himself
with selecting a successor to the presidency who
truly reflected the Lebanese spirit of independence
and would not compromise with Nasser, The US would
help such a succeasor with economic and other

.fasaistance.

. 49T Mag, SecState to Beirut, 5097, 30 Jun 58,
35 H!— ifs

President Chamoun to attempt to reach a po tlchlﬁ
solution by announcing hils intention not toiaeek
re-election and by forming a widely based government
of national union in order to facilitate an eventual
‘compromise. Chamoun's reply was an angry one, in
which he blamed his difficulties on his 1dent1r1cat10n
with the West. He declared that had he broken his
Western ties and turned to a policy of "positive
neutrality" he could easily have been re-eldoted for a
second term, Charging that the US, UK, and Prance
were weakening in their guarentees of Lebaneas
integrity and independence, he demanded to know where

. he 8tood with respect to these guaranteea, US
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Ambassador McClintock ilmmediately replied that, as

1 Jul 58

2 Jul 58

far as the US was concerned, there had been no
lessen of readiness to intervene if necessary.

4%2%'Msg, Beirut to SecState, 14, 1 Jul 58,
0CJCS filles.

At a news conference in Detroit Gen Nathan F. Twining
declared that the US was ready to send troops into
ILebanon if the eituation reguired 1t. "We are pre-
pared for any eventuality--all-cut war or limited
war--right now," he said.

NYT, 2 Jul 58, 4:5,

The Joint Chiefs of Staff replled to the British pro-
posal that BLUE BAT be revised to include simultaneous
landings at both Beirut and Tripoli (see item of

27 June 58). The JCS shared the British concern for
Western lives and property in Tripoli, but, after
consultation with Adm Holloway, they had concluded
that the operational concept of BLUE BAT was sound
and that all of the forcea allocated were required

to execute it. Should the UK nevertheless consider
it essential to secure Tripoll as part of the initizl
operations, this might be aceomplished by landing
additional British forces at Beirut and deploying
them northward overland, or by & simultaneous

operation by additicnal British forces againat Tripoldl.

If this was agreeable, the JCS would direct Adm
Holloway, as CINCAMBRITFOR, to modify BLUE BAT to
include planning for this additional phase of the
operation. .

(2%) Memo, CJCS to Denny, "Operation BLUE BAT,"
2 Jul S8, reproduced in (2%) JCS 1887/471, Note by

. Secys, "lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, cCS 381 lebancn

2 Jul 58

- 0CICS files.

3 Jul 58_

3 Jul 58

(5-13-58) see 3.

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik gave Secretary Dulles
an informal note outlining a suggested program for
solving the Lebanese problem short of Western inter-
vention. It called for increased political and
material support for Lebanon by the West, including
provision of military and technical advisers. Malik
also suggested a larger UN observer group and- renewed
action in the UN, “prudent” Iraqi and Turkish troop
movements, and measures to explolt the intermal

Aifficulties in Syria. - el

flresi
£25] Msg, SecState to Beirut, 31, 2 Jul'58,!

President Chamoun confirmed to Weatern representatives
that the Lebanese Government had made tentative
approaches to Irag about the poasibility of Joining
the Arab Union or otherwise forming a defensive
military alliance with Iraq and Jordan,

Msg, Belrut to SecState, 100, 3 Jul 58;
£8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 113, 4 Jul 58. Both

in OCJCS files,

. “'; Vb f‘-l:i'
The Lebanese Ambassador in Washington submitéid a

request to the State Department for $40 million in
economic aid, $20 miilion of which he sald was
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3 Jul 58

4 Jul 58

4 Jul 58

6 Jul 58

7 Jul 58

needed urgently. The 3tate Department representative
with whom he talked pointed out certain practical
difficulties but said the request would be studied.

£L8¥ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 50, 3 Jul 58,
OCJCS files.

UN Secretary Qeneral Hammarskjold stated at a news
conference that, to his lnowledge, there was no
foundation for a charge that "massive infiltration”
of men and arms into Lebanon was currently taking
place.

The UN Observer Group in lLebanon, in its firat report
to the Security Council, failed to confirm Lebanon's
charges that men and arms were belng smuggled across
the border from Syria. Some success had been
achieved by observer teams in penetrating rebel-
held territory, but they had often been handicapped,
or entirely frustrated, by firing in their vicinity,
mined roads, destroyed bridges, or a simple refusal
of opposition leaders to admit them to areas under
those leaders' control. In all the foregoing
instances, the report sald, the observer teams
"appear to have touched upon sensitive spots which
are in areas claimed by Government sources to be
supply and infiltration routes." Those rebel bands
that the observers had been able to inspect were
found to be equipped with mortars, bazookas, machine
guns, hand grenades, and land mine3s of many makes,
It had been impossible to determine how these arms
had been acquired, or whether any of the men had

-infiltrated from outside Lebanon, though there was
1ittle doubt that the "vast majority" of the men were
" .lebanese, _

NYT, 5 Jul 58, 2:3-8.

A French Foreign Ministry spokesman sald it seemed

"incontestable" to his Government that there had

been "considerable infiltration” into Lebeanon.
YT, 5 Jul 58, 3:3. '

A British Foreign Office spokesman stated, in effect,
that his Government was holding to its position.that
Lebanon had justified her charges against thsinited
Arab Republic in the UN Security Council. . THej UK.

_saw no reason to modify the stand previocusly-take

by 1ts representative in the United Natiecns. = -
NYT, 7 Jul 58, 1:6, 4:5,

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik told a reporter at
the United Nations that his Qovernment tock "strong
exception" to the report by the UN Observer Group
in Lebanon. He noted the diatinction between the
term "massive infiltration,” used by Hammarskjold,
and the "massive intervention" charged by Lebanon
ageinat the UAR in the Security Council. The latter
term, Malik said, included Cairo radio broadcasts
and also money sent by the United Arab Republic to

"the rebels. -

~ -
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g Jul 58

10 Jul 58

11 Jul 58
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The Lebanese Government's comments on the
Qbserver Group's report were set forth in detail in
a formal statement made public the next day and
circulated among members of the Security Council,
This statement challenged the validity of the UN
report, since its conelusions all related only to
rebels and weapeons that the rebel leaders had allowed
the Observer Group to see, Lebanon asserted that
the rebel-held weapons included heavy types that
only governments could supply, that rebel training
and assembly camps were being coperated 1in Syria, and
that the UAR radio and press attacks on the Lebanese
Government were as virulent as ever. Therefore, the
atatement concluded, Lebanon's charges against the

United Arab Republic remained "undiminished and : &

intect,”
_NE’ 8 Jul 581 5:1; 9 Jul 58: 8:3-8,

The US Ambassador in Beirut, at the direction of %

the State Department, informed Chamoun that the US
considered any formal relationship hetween Lebanon
and the Aradb Union a matter to be decided between
those two Governments {see item of 3 July 58). The
US suggesated, however, that any overt step such as a
defensive military pact might be inopportune and
might further disturb matters in Lebanon. Chamoun LT
made no comment on this presentation. ~
{387 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 206, 8 Jul 58;

J87 Mag, SecState to Beirut, 96, 7 Jul 58, Both . R

in OCJC3 files. . . .wf

The Pakistani Finance Minister suggested to the US
Ambassador in Karachi that if UN intervention in

Lebanon did not materialize, Turkey, Iran, amd ﬁ*

Pakistan might encourage Irag to give Lebanon mili-
tary assilstance.

&) Msg, Karachi to SecState, 85, 10 Jul 58.

President Chamoun of Lebanon made a firm statement

for the first time that he would leave office on

23 September 1958 and not seek re-election, He made

the statement to the Asaociated Press in Beirut.
NYT, 11 Jul 58, 6:1

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported various ': °
indications, including a statement to him by the-
Commandant of the lLebanese security forces, that -
military intervention by Iraq, or by Iraq endiTurksy,
was bel considered by President Chamoun.

n? Msg, Beirut to SecState, 243, 10 Jul 58;
(#8) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 256, 10 Jul 58. Both
in OCJCS files.

In a conversation with the British Charge in Beirut,
Chamoun stated that Chehab was the only man who
could receive sufficient votes on 24 July to be
elected President. Asked if it would help Af the
three Western Ambassadors told Chehab separately
that he should accept the preaidency, Chamoun agreed.

- T
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12 Jul 58

12 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

e SECRET

The US Ambassador recommended to Washington that
this step be taken.

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 325, 12 Jul 58,
0CJCS files. .

Acecording to the Lebanese Minlster of Finance, the
Lebanese Cabinet decided to postpone indefinitely
consideration of a defensive military alliance with
the Arab Union.

48) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 342, 13 Jul 58,
QCJCS files.

The UN Observer (roup in Lebanon announced an agree-
ment with rebel leaders by which 1t achieved at least
limited access, for the {irat time, to all lebanon's
172-mile frontier with the Syrian province of the
United Arab Republic,

NYT, 13 Jul 58, 23:1.

The US Ambassador in Baghdad reported that a group
of Iraql Army officers had executed a awift c¢o
d'etat at 0230Z. PFighting had been limited, by
dawn the capital city appeared relatively normal,
except for local patrol activity and jubilant crowds.
The formation of a "Republican Government of Iraq,"”
with a cabinet of Colonels and leftist civilians,
had been announced over Baghdad Radio..

(U) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 52, 14 Jul 58,

During the morning, President Chamoun summoned the
US Ambassador in Belrut and demanded US military
intervention in Lebanon within 48 hours. Chamoun,
sngered and highly excited, charged that the Western
_governments had consistently underestimated his
warnings of danger in the Milddle East, and now
developments in Iraq had proved him to be right, Not
only had the US ignored his warninga, but the UN
had been "blind," and Secretary General Hammarsicjold
had given carte blanche to Nasser, Chamoun wanted
U8 intervention without any more inguiries or
specifications or conditions, If the Sixth Fleet
was not there within 48 hours, he would at last
imow where the US stood with respect to its
assurances cof support. The Lebanese President said
he had already made a similar request of ths British
and would shortly ask for French intervention,.. .
although he understood that the French lacked:the
means to undertake anything beyond a token operation.

Reporting on his interview with Chamoun, the US
Ambassador noted that the lLebanese President's
request had been made orelly and without any other
intelligence than what he had heard from the Cairo,
Damascus, and Baghdad radics, plus & single message
from the British Embassy in Baghdad.

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 358, 14 Jul S8,

CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3,

The US Ambassador in Iraq sent an assesament of the
aituation in Baghdad following the coup d'etat,
admittedly based on limited informa¥ion.” The revolt
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14 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

14 Jul S8

appeared to have wide backing from the Iraqi public,
Army, and Alr Force, with no indications of a counter-
move by any loyalist forces. Numerous conflicting
reports had been recelved of the fate of King Faisal,
Nurl, and the Crown Prince. Although he had reports
that one American had been injured and perhaps two
killed in mob violence, and the sentiment of street
crowds was clearly anti-Western and pro-Nasser, the

 Ambassador saw no sign of strong anti-American

feeling. He predicted, however, that any US inter-
vention in Lebanon would produce strong hostility
toward the US,

gg Baghdad to SecState, 116, 14 Jul 58,
DA IN 1328 (15 Jul 58& &) Msg, Bagndad to
Secstate, 117, 14 Jul 5

The State Department informed the US Embassy in

Beirut that the President was meetling with Congression-
al leaders at 1830Z. Barring strong opposition at

this meeting, 1t was likely that the response to
Chamoun’s request for intervention would be in the
affirmative.

LP8Y Msg, SecState to Beirut, 189, 14 Jul S8,
OCJC3 filea.

l
Ambassador MeClintock reported certain discrepancies
in the statements made by President Chamoun to the
US, British, and French Ambassadors, The most
important was Chamoun's request for US military inter-
vention in lebanon within 48 hours, whereas the
British and French had received a 2lU-hour demand.
All three diplomata were struck by the fact that
Chamoun had made this important request solely on
the basis of reports from radios Cairo, Damascus,

‘and Baghdad, whose broadcasts he would normally have

distrusted. Noting that as yet there was no hard
evidence of an increased military threat to Lebanon,
Ambassador MeClintock felt that the decision to
intervene must be taken in Washington in the light

of broader considerations affecting the entire Middle
East. "So far as Lebanon alone is concerned, we
cannot %s of mid-day discern need for so portentous
a atep.

£P8%) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 366, 14 Jul 58,
DA IN 132609,

The US Ambassador to Lebanon learned through“t i
Prench Ambassador that upon first hearing the news.
from Iraq, Gen Chehab had passed word to opposition
leadera that they must not take any actien. Chehab
appeared confident that the Lebanese rebels would
remain quiescent under this threat.

Msg, Belrut to SecState, 383, 14 Jul 58,
DA IN 132716,

The Joint Chiefs of Staff forwarded to the Secretary
of Defense the text of warmings to aircraft and
shipping in the area of BLUE BAT operations, which
had been approved by both the Britiah and US Chilefs

of Staff., The Secretary of Defense was requested to
obtain State Department approval for the dissemination
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14 Jul 58

4 Jul 58

14 Jul =8

14 Jul 58

———

of these warnings upon the initlatlon of military
operations.

L1287 Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Special Warnings
in Connection with U.S./U.K. Military Operationa in
Lebanon (#T)," 14 Jul 58 ¢CS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58}
sec 3; derived from (&) JCS 1887/4G8, same file,
sec 2.

King Hussein urgently requeated through the US
Ambassador in Jordan that the US provide tankers
and emergency pipelines for the importation of
petroleum products into Jordan via Agaba in order
to meet the needs of his security forces, He also
informed the Ambassador that he had assumed authority
a8 acting President of the Arab Union in the absence
of King Faisal, and intended to put down the Iraqi .
rebelllion by using the Jordanian Army and loyel >
Iraql units. Hussein, greatly concerned over the &
lebanese situation, urged the US to intervene
militarily, if necessary, t¢ keep Chamoun's pro-
Western governmment in power.
Msg, Amman to SecState, 79, 14 Jul 58,

Following completion of the regular NSC meeting, the

President held a special meeting in hia office to 3%’

congsider the current developments in the Near East
in the light of a briefing by the Director, CIA.
Present at this meeting were the Vice President, th-»

Secretaries of State and Treasury, the Acting n

Secretary of Defense, the Chairman, JCS, the Director,
CIA, the Speclal Assistant to the President (NSA),
and other staff offlcials.

¢®3) Record of Actlons by the NSC at 1ts 3724

Meeting, 14 Jul 58, | | %1

President Eisenhower requested an emergency meeting
of the UN Security Council as early as practicable
on the morning of Tuesday, 15 July, to consider the
situation in the Middle East. He decided on thia
course after a series of conferences with Congressional
leaders and other offilcials.

NYT, 15 Jul 58, 1:8.

Prime Minister Macmillan, near the end of thae,
ordered 6,000 Eritish troops to prepare for: qul
movement to the Middle East. This order follg an
a Cabinet meeting of six and a half hours a :
@Government leaders discussed emergency plans for
Joint action with the United States in regard to the
COou d'etat in Iragq. The possibillty of armed
ntervention in Iraq with British paratroop forces
from Cyprus was discussed at the Cabinet meeting,
according to "informed sources" in Lomkion, in case
it should be necessary to protect the lives of more
than 2,700 British and Commonwealth citizens in Iraq.
The Prime Minister ala¢ discussed the Middle Rast
situation with President Eisenhower by telephone
during the day,
NYT, 15J’u158 1:5, 4:3.
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14 Jul 58

14 Jul 58

The United States cut off all military aid to Iraq

until the situation there could be clarified.

Officials stated that the move was without

prejudice to any policy decision in the future,
NYT, 15 Jul 58, 5:5.

The US Ambassador to Saudi Arabia cabled that news
of the Iraqi monarchy's downfall was jubllantly
received by all levels of opinion in Saudl Arabla
except the King's entourage and that the event was
being hailed as a victory for Arab unity. Most
Saudis appeared to believe that establishment of a
pro-UAR regime in Iraq would make likely a closer
:aaociation of the Saudi Arabian Govermment with
he UAR.

¢ Msg, Jidda to SeoState, 50, 14 Jul 58,
DA IN 132773 (15 Jul 58).

g8 [

14 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

|
'f)f_ o Jis o
5 .

58:& IN 132884,

Jul 58, DA 132904,
At 22232, CNO directed CINCNEIM and COMSIXTHFINT o
land Marines in Lebanon at 1300Z, 15 July, and to
sail the entire Sixth Pleet eastward as soon &s
possible. The Lebanese were not to be notifiled
of  the forthcoming landing prior to 1000Z, but the
US Naval Attache in Beirut might be informed
earlier. In & further message at 22492, CNO said
execution of ELUE BAT Situation One in its entirety
had not been ordered because discussion was in
progress concerning whether the British would follow
the Marines into Beirut or go into Iraq. CNO
diyected, however, that the BLUR BAT oconcept be
followed as far as possible.

Magé CHO to CINCNEIM, COMSIXTHFLT,

1422232 Jul 58; (TS) Msg, CNO to CINCNBLN,
COMSIXTHPLT, 1h2

49Z Jul 58. Both in CC8 381
Lebanon (5-i3-58) sec 3, e
B

The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed USCINUEUR.and
other commanders of the scheduled Marine landing in
Lebanon and directed them to take no astion that
would disclose the imminence of US military opera-
tions. After the landing, CINCEUR was to bring one
battle group and its airlift to a state of readiness
that would permit arrival at Beirut airfield within
24 hours of an execution order, or, if aird was
required, within 36 hours. CINCEUR was to be
prepared to follow with a second battle group.
Twenty-six C-124's were being flown to Eurcpe, with
their movement to be complated within an estimated
36 hours. COMTAC was directed to provide day-fighter,
fighter-bomber, and reconnaissance airoraft fop
BLUR BAT, scheduling_.their arrival at Adana to begin
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15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

15 Ju 58

15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

20 hours after issuance of an execution order.

Msg, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al., JC3
944751, 150031z Jul 58, ¢CS 381 lLebanon (5-13-58)
sec 3. ZFbr a study of the timing and the selection
of action and information addressees of this and
other important messages, see (B8) JCS 2293/1,
"Raview of Actions Related to U,.3. Military Inter- : .
vention in Lebanon (U)," 23 Oct 58, CC3 381 Lebancn ) T
(5-13-58) sec 5,7 d

At 0336Z, the State Department informed the US
Ambassador in Beirut of the forthcoming Marine
landing in Lebanon and directed him to infomm
Chamoun no later than 1000Z--that 1s, at least three
hours prior to the landing--that this action was
being taken in response to Chamoun's request and
that the US expected full cooperation from the
Lebanese armed forces, Shortly before the landing,
the Ambassador was to request that the Lebanese
Govermment close the Beirut ailrport.

&) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 204, 14 Jul 58,
OCJCS flles,

'Ijhr

N
el
I
.
A
o

Sixth Fleet units were underway at 05002 and were
proceeding toward the objective area at their best
apeed, : e T ' :

: ga‘[ Msg, COMSIXTHFLT to CNO, 1168, 1505552
Jul 54, o : .
At 08302, the US Ambassador in Beirut informed
Chamoun of the forthcoming U3 landing and restated
the poliitical terms under which it would ocour. He
oautioned the President against disclosure to
members of the Govermment who might transmit the
news ‘outside Lebanon prior to the beginning of the
operation. Polnting out that the British were not
landing in the initial phase and might not land at
all, the Ambassador also suggested that 1t. was
unnecessary to request French participation., A few
minutes later, he repeated this observation to the
French Ambassador, who agreed that since-the landing
was to be solely a US operation, there was no need

for F nih participagign.s 3tat 0. 1 8

ocycs' Filelo8, Belrut to Sectate, 39 ',__s?-_.";‘“",.;ﬁ,.:iis ’
v ' LR SN

Ambassador McClintoock, agreeing with Pre _"LyT

Chamoun that there would be psychologic
in making the initial US landings with ag i
a show of force as possible, sent a message:to: the
Task Force Commander suggesting the fullest use of
tanks and air cover,

£23) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 393, 15 Jul 58,
DA IN 132987,

The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that Chamoun
had kept CGen Chehab uninformed of the imminent
landing of US Marines in order not to allow time
for staging an Army coup. Upon recsiving defintte .
word of the cperation from the Ambassador, Chehab 3
had urgently requested that the actual disembarka- -
ticn of troops be aveided lest reaction to that
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15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

event cause the dlsintegration of the Lebanese
Army, inactivating the forece that theretofore

had loyally sustailned the Chamoun regime. The
Ambassador promised to convey Chehab'a professional
opinicn to the Task Force Commander and to
recommend that, if possible, the ships be docked
in Beirut with the Marines remaining on board. The
Ambassador subsequently learned hls message had not
reached the comnander in time,

2 Beirut to SecState, 401, 15 Jul 58,
DA IN 13306

Minutes before the scheduled Marine landing in
Levanon the US Ambassador telephoned Gen Chehab
about a report that the General was sending troops
to arrest President Chamoun., Chehadb expressed
astenishment but said that he did fear an Army
coup against the President. Chehab regeatad that
his hand would be strengthened by a delay in the
US landing. The Ambassador warned Chehab that US
forces were landing in support of the legltimate -
govermment of Lebanon and that there would be most
disasgreeable consequences if the Lebanese Army
moved against the chief of state., Chehab,
aoccordingly, said that he would frecommend” that
the coup against Chamoun be stayed,

Msg, Beirut to SecState, 402, 15 Jul 58,
0CJCS files,

The 24 Battalion, 24 Harinea » lanced at Beirut uc
1300Z. By 14102 the airfield had been secured.
COMSIXTHFLT reported that the 34 Batallion, bth
Marines, would land at about 1650300Z July.

. Msg, COMSIXTHFLT to CNO, 1530, 1514202 Jul
581 5 Meg, COMSIXTHFLT to CNO, 1375, 1516552

Jul 58,

President Elgsenhower announced that, in response

to an urgent request from President Chamoun, he was
sending "a contingent of United States forces to
Lebanon to protect American lives and . . . encourage
the Lebanese Govermment in defense of Lebaneae
sovereignty and integrity." The initial announcement
came in the form of a statement to the prltl lt
13202. Later in the day, the President-
message to Congress and made & radio and;
speech to the natlion. All of these sta
substantially the same. Mr. Elsenhower auphnsl:od
that US troops would be withdrawn as soon as the UN
took "further effective steps designed to safeguard
Lebanese 1ndependence.“

The US Hilitary Attache in Amman reported that lack
of petroleum and other supplies would prevent any
offensive action by the Jordanian Army. The Army
was currently taking precautions against internal
diatrubancea--not preparing for a move into Iraq.
%81 USARMA Amman to ACSI DEPTAR, C 28,
1513172 Jul 58 DA IN 132952,

-
-
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15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

—

At the UN, US Ambassador Lodge pledged that the
Marines would be withdrawn fram Lebanon as scon &s
the UN was able to ensure Lebanon's continued
independence, He declared that events in Iraq and
Lebanon had "demonstrated a ruthlessness of
aggressive. purpcse which tiny lebanon cannot combat : )
without support from friendly nations," Lodge .-
introduced & resolution calling for: (1) immediate
cessation of illegal support of the lLebanese rebels;
(2) continuation of the activities of the UN
Observer Group; (3) consultation by the Seoretary
General with Lebanon and other UN members to make
additional arrangements, including the use of an
international military forece, to protect Lebanon's
territorial integrity and independence; and (4)
full cooperation from all governments oconcerned,
The US position was supported by the British, French,
and Canadlan delegates., Earlier, the Soviet Union,
backed by the UAR, attacked the US intervention,
charging that the US had committed an "act of
aggression against the Arab world' and introducing
a resolution that called on the U3 to withdraw its
troops forthwith., One Soviet delegate told a 3 -
reporter that Soviet and other "volunteers' might : ' -
g0 to.the Middle East. .

, NYT, 16 Jul 58, 1l:4; UN debate extracts,
4:1-8,75:1-8.

i1

CNO directed CINCLANTFLT to outload and prepare %~
sail to the Middle East the 2¢ Marine Divisicn
gmigus) and such Marine aviation units as could be
1 ed. M

a1 580 Msg, CNO to CINCLANTFLT, 29340, 1514192

The State Department directed the US Ambassaedor in

Beirut to arrange a meeting at the earlliagst’

opportunity between the US military commander in

Lebanon and the head of the UN Observer Oroup. The

Ambassador was to see that no actions were taken in

the field that might allow the US to be blamed for . T
a premature withdrawal of the Observer Group.

- %) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 213, 15 Jul 58,
0CJCS files. P

it .
AL

The Joint Chiefs of Staff directed CINCSPFROOMMR,
USCINCEUR, and other responsible commandsrys:to.
execute the U3 portion of BLUE BAT, as modified by
thelguggiitution of COMTAC aircraft specified earlier
on Y. :

(#%) Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, et al., JCS
944755, 1515082 Jul 53, CCS 381 Lebafion {5-13-58)

sec 3,

King Husseln urgently requested the US Qovermment *o
rellieve Jordan's desperate petroleum situation by
airlifting sufficient fuel cil and gasoline to meet
minimm civil requirements.

te) Msg, Amman to SecState, 101, 15 Jul 58, b
DA IN 13@51. -.;... ’ L

- 64 -




15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58
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15 Jul 58

—

The US Ambassador to Jordan reported that both
King Huseein and Prime Minister Rifal enthusiastical-
ly endorsed the US lntervention as the only means
to preserve Lebanon's integrity and independence.
With regard to Iraq and the King's intention of
maintaining an Arab Union Government, Hussein had
daoided not to form a new AU cabinet at present,
but instead had asiked Rifal to assume the added
positions of AU Foreign Minister and Minister of
Defense. The Ambassador was advised that the Iragi
regiment etationed near Amman had been permitted
to return to Baghdad with full equipment because of
Hussein's desire to avoid blocdshed; the Iraqi
commander had threatened to use force if he were
detained.

48T Msg, Amman to SecState, 104, 15 Jul 58,

The Soviet news agency Taas denounced the US landing
in Lebanon as an "open act of aggression" and
ridiculed President Eisenhower's explanation.
Pravda characterized the move as “a direct act of
war and open piracy." The Goverrnment of the United
Arab Republic reacted similarly, charging that the
US landing in Lebanon constituted "another Suez."

" NYT, 16 a1 58, 15:5, 1:5,

Lebanese rebel leaders issued a statement accusing
the US of aggression agalnst their country. The
US, said the statement, had "destroyed its claim
of faithfulness" to the UN Charter and had "failed
to respect the principles of freedom of peoples to
decide their own fate." One rebel leader, Saeb
Salaam, called on all Lebanese "to stand and defend
your fatherland with your blood."

NYT, 16 Jul 58, 12:5.

The US Ambasaador in Beirut complained to the State
Department that, contrary to the instructions con-
tained in the BLUE BAT political directive (see
item of 12 June 58), US military commanders were
not heeding his instructions concerning what he
felt were political matters., This was interfering
with his "extremely delicate endeavor" to kesp the
Lebanese Army from "disintegrating." Moreover,
the Lebanese Army looked to him to interpret US
military actions, but, almest four hours after the
start of the operation, he had not been able to
eatablish contact with the US commanding offiocer.
He requested that the US military commander be
inatructed to get in touch with him and to take
his Jjudgment on matters of "vital politigal
importance,”

(28] Msg, Beirut to SecState, 406, 1518367 Jul

?8, DA IN 133525 (16 Jul 58), ¢C3 381 Lebanon
5-13-58) sec 3.

The Prench Govermment informed the State Depaprtment
that 1t approved of US intervention in Lebanon but
did not consider it desirable to join in the
operation at preSeant, particularly since the British
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were not involved. The French were, however,
maintaining a smalli navel force in the Eastem
Mediterranean.

(&) Msg, SecState to Beirut, 228, 15 Jul 58,
DA IN 133522 (16 Jul 58).

A flood of unconfirmed and often contradictory T
reports about the situation in Iraq gave a murky
picture of events in that country. The fate of
King PFaisal, Premier Nuri,and Crown Prince Abdulillah
was unclear. HMartial law had been extended to all
of Iraqg, and assemblies of more than five persons
were banned. The situation appeared to have beccme
calm, zlthough there were rmmors--denied in
Baghdad--that scme Iragl Army units and tribes had
refused to accept the new regime. Iraql troops in
Jordan were reported to be withdrawing toward the
Iraqli border, and the Amman radio claimed that these
forees were marching on Baghdad to counterattack
the rebels, The Baghdad radio declared that Xraq
had broken its Arab Union tie with Jordan.

NYT, 16 Jul 58, 1:2, 1l4:2.

The new Prime Minister of Iraq, Brig Gen Abdul - ==
Karim Kassem, assured the US Ambassador that his T
regime desired friendship with the US. He deolared
that American lives and property were safe, but 1if
the Embassy should conclude that it was negessary
to evacuate its ¢itizens, safe convoy overland or

Y
Vi

* freedom of air flight would be guaranteed. The

15 Jul 58

15 Jul 58

Ambassador also reported a radio announcement that
Nuxi had been hanged,

4€Y Msg, Baghdad to SeoState, 139, 15 Jul S8,
DA IN 133190 (16 Jul 58).

The US Ambassador to Jordan repcrted that King
Hussein had asked the UK what action it and other
Baghdad Pact members proposed to take to orush the
revolt in Iraq and restore the pro-Western govern-
ment, Feellng that nothing short of substantial .
military intervention in Iraq could preserve the .
Free World's position in the Middle East, Hussein
was disturbed that a day had passed without a
Britiah reply. Should the Baghdad powers intervens,
he was willing to send Jordan's amy into Iraq to
participate in the actlon, if meanwhile U3. troops .
entered Jordan to maintain internal saourdty. As
another move against the new Iraql regime, Bissein
requested the US CQovernment to freeze all Arad
Union funds in the US and release them only when he,
as the AU'B legal head, authorized the withdrawal,
, Amman to SecState, 107, 15 Jul 58,
DA IN 133255 (16 Jul 58).

In a radio statement at 18002, President Chamoun
sald that his government, beset by plotters againat
Lebanese freedom and sovereignty and disappointed

by the fallure of the Arab League and the UN.to help
matters, had sought guarantees under the UN Charter,
particularly Article-ﬁl, to regain peace and fresdom,
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Hia short statement made no specific mention of the
West or the US landing, but his remarks were
followed by a resume of President Eisenhower's
ennouncement that US forces were being dispatched
to Lebanon.

(u) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 412, 15 Jul 58,
0CJCS files,

In a statement 1ssued by the Turiish PForeign
Minister, Turkey expressed its complete approval
of the US action in Lebanon.. The Prime Minister
of Sudan alsc supported the US landing and called
the event the "turning point towards stability."
The official Yugoslavian news agency, however,
oriticized the unilaterel US action in Lebanon as
threatening to precipitate a new world war,

m, 16 Jul 58’ 9:1, 1135’ 15:7.

At 2100Z, CINCNORAD directed subordinate commands

to assume a state of increased readiness in.con-

formance with CONADR 55-3, 1 Nov 55, as amended,
AB8% Masg, CINCNORAD to COMMFEMR STEAART éﬁ}g{

AFB, et al., 152100Z Jul 58, CAF IN 63346 (

58), TREFE Lebanon Msg File. .

The Joint Chiefs of Staff forwarded to CINCSPECOMME
a revised political directive for BLUE BAT (see
item of 12 June 58)., The State Department also
sent a copy to the US Ambassador in Belrut. As
compared with the draft approved by JCS8 in June,
the revised version: .

l, omitted all references to the UK;

2, did not refer to "massive interference
from cutside" as the reason for the Lebanese
request for assistance; .

3. used more difeect phraseclogy when
deseribing the US purpose as "to assist the
Govermment of Lebanon in maintaining the
independence and integrity of the country and
to ensure the protection of US life and
property";

4, stated that US forces would ba withdrawn
when the Lebanese Govermment was-able to act
with sufficient force by itself, opr after tha

the UN had asasumed the responsibilIties
undertaken by the US;

5. directed CINCSPECOMME to establish lialson
and cooperate with the UN Observer Group;

6. omitted the statement that a warning had
been issued that any interference with the US
operations would be met with force; and

T. strengthened slightly the instrmuction to

regard the US Ambassador's views as controlling

on political matters relating exclusively to
Lebanon.

Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 944787
152125z Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3.

Msg, SecState to Beirut, 217, 15 Jul 58,
0CcJCS files,
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