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8 Nov 57 

8 Nov 57 

14 Nov 57 

15 Nov 57 
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Deputy under S.ecretary of State Robert Murphy, in 
a letter to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, requested the urgent preparation of an 
operational plan "for possible combined u;s.-u.K. 
military intervention in the event of an imminent 
or actual coup d'etat in Lebanon and/or Jordan.~' 
Mr. MUrphy proposed that the plan be prepared by JCS 
officers in collaboration with British military 
authorities in the us. He emphasized that the 
project would be on a contingency basis only, as no 
decision had been taken to intervene in Jordan or 
Lebanon under the contemplated circumstances. 
~ Ltr, DepUSecState to CJCS, 8 Nov 57, 

CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 2. 

According to the New York Times, a violent 
Egyptian radio anQjprees-campilgn against Jordan's 
King Hussein, openly calling for his assassination, 
had been going on for several days, The Egyptian 
propaganda barrage was causing Western and neutral 
diplomats to fear that a new crisis was in the 
making in the Middle East. 

NYT, 9 Nov 57, 1:4. 

The JCS designated Maj Qen Verdi B. Barnes, USA, 
Chairman of the Joint Middle East Planning Committee, 
to represent them in planning with representatives 
ot.the British Chiefs of Staff for possible US-UK 
military intervention in the event of a c~p d'etat 
in Jordan or Lebanon. oen Barnes waa ins ructed to 
use as basic guidance the plan recently prepared by 
JMBPC for unilateral US military action in the same 
circumstances and to take the forces allocated in 
that plan as the maximum possible US force 
contribution. JCS believed the forthcoming plan 
should be written in terms of a coordinated opera­
tion by US and British forces, without a combined 
command structure. It should not envisage any US 
logistical support of British units but should if 
possible provide for use of British facilities on 
Cyprus for US air operations and staging purposes. 
To maintain close liaison and gain planning 
assistance, Oen Barnes was authorized direct contact 
with CINCNELM and USCINCEUR. Plans produced by the 
US-UK representatives would be submitted to the JCS 
for f1nal US approval. -

("!'!f) Mag, JCS to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, and 
CINCSAC, JCS 932741, 152359Z Nov 57, CCS 381 
(8-23-57) sec 2, 

Following JCS-State agreement on the text, JCS 
sent a message to USCINCEUR, CINCNEIM, and CINCSAC 
defining the plans urgently required for rapid US 
military action to re-establish order and the 
authority or a government friendly to the US in 
Jordan or Lebanon should the government of either 
country be overthrown by tiEc&&ieg;~ The plans 
were to be based on CINCS 215-56 and 
terms of reference in the current message, derived 
frail an outline pll!!l produced by JMBPC. The JCS 
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15 Nov 57 

16 Nov 57 
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instructed CINCEUR to prepare plans in coordination 
with CINCNELM for the movement or forces. CINCNEIN, 
in his role as CINCSPECOMME, would have operational 
control or the forces upon their arrival in the 
Middle East, He was instructed to prepare plans 
in coordination with CINCEUR tor employment of the 
forces to accomplish the mission, · Coordination of 
planning with the UK might be directed later, but 
no discussion with British personnel would take 
place until ordered, 

(JlSt Mag; JCS to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, and 
CINCSAC, JCS 932740~ 152353Z Nov 57, reproduced in 
f'!'S') JCS 1887/410, 'Plan tor u.s. M111tary Action 
in Jordan or Lebanon ~)," 18 Nov 57, ccs 381 
( 8-23-57) sec 2, 

The US Ambassador in Amman submitted his est1m8te 
ot what the Jordanian public reaction would be to 
US-UK support or Iraqi and Saudi Arabian interven­
tion to help put dotm a coup againat King Hussein. 
He foresaw no serious repercussions so long as 
US-UK support was chiefly logistical and involved 
no· appearance of Western forces in·or over Jordan, 
Active air support, however, would cause a strong 
adverse·reaction, and a full military effort that 
placed Western ground forces in Jordan would 
genet•nte violent revulsion, a wave or friendship 
tor the USSR, and charges or "imperialist" inter­
ference, Direct US-UK support of King Hussein in 
the absence of Iraqi or Saudi Arabian intervention 
would have the most serious repercussions or all, 
and would result in the eventual removal of Hussein 
once the \~estern powers withdrew. In sum, unless 
Iraq and Saudi Arabia would be willing, in the event 
ot a coup beyond HUssein's power to control, to 
make a substantial effort to continue the pro­
Western monarchy in Jordan, no government with a 
Western orientation could exist in that country 
unless the US and UK were willing to tum Jordan 
into a permanent military base amidst a hostile 
population. On the other hand, if a successful 
coup were allowed to occur in Jordan, the successor 
government would be dedicated to immediate union 
with Syria, and Jordan would shortly cease to exist 
as an independent country. -· 

'-'"'B-) ~lag, Amman to Secstate, 988, 15 Nov 57, 
ccs 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 66. 

Acknowledging the JCS instructions of the previous 
day con'lel"ning plans for US intervention in case 
or a co~ d'etat in Jordan or Lebanon, CINCSPECOMME 
poi!'ltiia ourliieimportance or avoiding a situation 
rcquirlng the Sixth Fleet e.nd USAPE to carry out an 
emergency eva~uation while engaged in comba~ 
operations. He recommended that plans be coordinat­
ed at once with the State Department for evacuation 
ot US nationals from at least Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Egypt, beginning not later than the 
alert tor Phase I of the intervention plan. Two 
days later JCS inf~d him that the question or 
timely evacuation would be discussed with thP. Stat~ 
Department. 
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16 Nov 57 

18 Nov 57 

18 Nov 57 

18 Nov 57 

19 Nov 57 
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~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 161726Z Nov 
57; ~ Mag, .JCS to CINCSPECO~ JCS 932833, 
18182oz·Nov 57, reproduced 1n ( JCS 1887/411. 
Both in CCS 381 (8-23-57) seo 2. · 

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that King 
HUSsein planned to take immediate steps to form 
a olose relationship with Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
His projeot aimed at polltioal, eoonan1o, and 
m111tar,r understandings among the three western­
oriented oountries. HUSsein also expressed concern 
over the possibility or internal uprising or an 
attaok fran outside by Syrian andfor Israeli forces. 
In.either event he planned to request Iraqi 
m111tar,r assistance. 

~)Meg, Amman to SeoState, 1000, 16 Nov 57. 

Planning discussions began between the JCS 
representative and representatives or the British 
Chiefs or Starr regarding possible US-UK military 
intervention 1n Jordan or Lebanon. The starr 
conversations.ended, with completion or the plan, 
on.: 25 November. 

('fS'l Mag, JCS to CINOSPEOOMM!, JCS 932915, 
192155Z Nov 57, CCS 381 (8-23-57) seo 2. f'i'B") 
Briefing Sheet for CJCS, for JCS Mtg on 4 Dec 57, 
Agenda Item No. 3, same file, seo 4. 

CINCSPECOMME informed the JCS that he had completed 
a draft Tab A to course or Aotion 8 in the revision 
or his OPLAN 215-56 subnitted on 27 September, 
designed to serve as the plan for possible US 
intervention in Jordan or Lebanon outlined in the 
JCS instructions of 15 November. Meanwhile, 
CINCSPECOMME requested the earliest possible JCS 
aotion on his proposal that the above-mentioned 
revision to OPLAN 215-56 (which would become OPLAN 
215-58) be approved as the basic plan covering the 
case under consideration and similar situations in 
the Middle East. 

~Mag, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 182356Z Nov 57, 
COS 381 (8-23-57) sec 2. 

At a joint meeting in Damascus of Syrian members 
or the Chamber of Deputies and visiting members 
of Egypt's National Assembly, the legislators 
unanimously called on the governments of Egypt 
and Syria to establish a federal union of the two 
countries. In Cairo, the Egyptian Parliament 
seconded the move. 

~· 19 Nov 57, 6:4. 

In answer to an urgent plea from Nasser, the 
Soviet union agreed to give Egypt economic 
assistance. A Soviet announcement also stated 
that the two countries had reached agreement on 
"mill tary matters." 

~· 20 Nov 57, 1:3. 
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20 Nov 57 

21 Nov 57 

24 Nov 57 

24 Nov 57 

25 Nov 57 

27 Nov 57 
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The US Ambassador in Jordan was informed of the 
US position that a closer association among Jordan, 
Iraq, and Saudi Arabia would be considered a 
constructive development, provided it were a 
spontaneous indigenous move. Hence the US would 
not actively sponsor King Hussein's project in this 
regard, but the US would continue to encourage Iraq 

· and Saudi Arabia to give political and economic 
aeeistance to Jordan and, in the event of need, 
military support. 
~ Mag, SecState to Amman, 1227, 20 Nov 57. 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that the 
Lebanese GOvernment had taken steps on 18 and 20 
November to improve internal security. Besides 
establishing controls over the Palestinian retugees 
and Visa requirements for Egyptian nationals, the 
penal code had been modified to pe~t the death 
penalty for terrorism. · 

(.BtMsg, Beirut, to SecState, 1660, 21 Nov 57. 

Lebanon and Pak1etan ·issued a joint camnunique 
announcing their agreement to strengthen the 
security of the two countries against "any form of 
subvl!!rsion now threatening them." The communique 
also stated that the two governments planned future 
talks aimed at strengthening their economic and 
cultural ties. 

NYT, 25 Nov 57, 2:3. - . 
The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that at a formal 
audience King HUssein had reviewed at length current 
US-Jordan relations and had requested a reappraisal 
and definition of the basic US position on the 
Israeli problem. HUssein felt that the US should 
adopt firmer restraints on Israel and a clearer 
policy in support of Jordan. Expressing grave 
concern over the economic situation of Jordan, the 
King desired assurance of continuing US financial 
support for the future. 

f61 Mag, Amman to SecState, 1074, 25 Nov 57, 

The US Ambassador in Amman was authorized to inform 
Jordan that the US was prepared to make available 
up to $10 million in FY 1958 to help finance 
Jordanian development projects. The program should 
concentrate on a l~ted number of major projects 
to atuulate local economy, particularly land and 
water development and phosphate and potash 
productio:l. 

~Mag, SecState to Amman, 1276, 25 Nov 57. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff approved the plan for US 
military action in Jordan or Lebanon pre~sred by 
JMBPC. A BI.Uillllary of the plan had already been 
transmitted on 15 Novembe:o 57 to USCINCEUR, CINCNELM, 
and CINCSAC for use as a basis for the preparation 
of detailed plans. 
~ Dec On JCS 1887/410, "Plan for u.s. 

Military Action in-.4Qrdan or Lebanon (.ll81 !' CCS 381 
(8-23-57) sec 2. 
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27 NOV 57 

28 Nov 57 

3 Dec 57 
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The Joint Chiefs or Starr approved Tab A or 
Appendix VIII (Course ot Action 8) to Annex A to 
CINCSPECOMMS's OPLAN 215-58 tor emergency use and 
pending final approval, subject to certain specified 
modifications. The approved Tab A covered deploy­
ment or US forces to Lebanon or Jordan in the event 
or a f?3} d'etat. 

Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMMS, JCS 933332, 
272257Z Nov 57 r, derived trom (!!:&) JCS 2034/41, Memo 
by ChiD JMEPO, 'RaoOIIIIIendations on Tab • A 1 or 
Appendix VIII to Annsx 1 A' ot CINCSPECOMMS Op Plan 
215-58 (U)," 26 Nov 57, CCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 5. 

I 
The Joint Ch1ets ot Starr intormed ths Secretary 
ot.Detense that they had prepared a tentative plan 
tor US military action in Jordan or Lebanon in case 
ot a c0p d'etat in either country, and that the 
plenne operations were dependent on (1) staging 
bases for US forces at Adana, Turkey, and in Libya 
and Cyprus, (2) overflight rights in Israel, and 
(3) staging and overflight rights in Prance, Italy, 
Greece, England, and Canada. The Secretary was 
asked·to communicate this information to SecState 
and request him to take action to insure the 
availability of these rights. 
·· On 6 December, the AssiStant Secretary of 

Defense (IBA) informed the Chairman or the Joint 
Chiefs or starr that he had personally presented 
the above memorandum to Mr. Willl&Dl M. Rountree, 
the AssiStant Secretary ot State concerned With 
Middle Eastern atta1rs. · 

'{.e) Memo, CJCS to SeeDer, "Staging Rights 
in Turkey, L11l7,8 and Cyprus Plus overtl1ght Rights 
ot Israel ~I 1 27 Nov 57, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 3, 
derived from \~) JCS 1887/410, s8Dl8 file, sec 2. 
(U) Memo tor Record, sgd Kearney, 6 Dec 57, attached 
to above OJCS memo. 

The Secretary or State instructed the US Ambassador 
in Jordan to reassure King Hussein or continuing us 
'interest in the stability, independence, and 
integrity or Jordan. As evidence or the US attitude, 
the Ambassador would cite the current aid programs 
and past US action toward aggression as demonstrated 
in. the case or the Israeli invasion or Suez. 

~Mag, SecState to Amman, 1294, 28 Nov 57. 

The JCS informed. CINCSPECOMMS that his dratt OPLAN 
215-58 (revision or OPLAN 215-56) had been approved, 
subject to certain modifications. Pending 
development by CINCSPECOMMS or supporting sections 
and annexes, the JCS approved references to OPLAN 
·215-58 for interim guidance, and the use or suitable 
portions of Appendix VIII to Annex A to OPWI 215-58 
in completing the Jordan-Lebanon continger.c,· plan. 

· (-'l'S) Mag, JCS to CINCNEUt, JCS 9331192, 031456Z 
Dec 57, derived from~ JCS 2034/39, Rpt b¥ JSPC, 
"Dratt CINCSPECO~eperation Plan 215-58 ( U)," 
22 Nov 57, CCS 381 (3-14-49) sec 5. 
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10 Dec 57· 

27 Dec 57 

'n1e Joint Chl.ei's oi' Statr intormed the Secretary 
or Defense that they believed the unsatisfactory 
politico-military situation in the Middle East posed 
a .serious threat to the security of the US and the 
Free World. Exploitation of that situation by the 
USSR resulted in a spread of Communist domination 
that could not be prevented by military measures 
alone. Hence, immediate and deoia1ve US political 
and diplomatic action was imperative to stabilize 
the Middle East under conditions favorable to the 
Free world. The Joint Ohl.efs of Statf declared that 
the US political et'fort must directly attack the 
baaio Arab-Israeli problem, fran which all other 

.. dift1culties in the area ste111118d. They considered 
''that its resolution depended on1. (l) the fiXing of 

agreed boundaries for Israel, ( 2) a Westem guarantee 
· that Israel would stay within the boundaries thus 

fiXed, and (3) settlement of the Arab refugee 
problem. The Joint Chl.efs. of Staff affirmed that 
the threat to US seour1 ty if the US failed to take 
the initiative in eolving the problem was so great 
as to·transoend the interests of ~minority group 

·within the us. It'.:SeoDef concurred, JCS recommended 
· · that he forward the above viewe to SeoState w1 th the 
·· reoCIIIIll!ndation that the matter be brought before 

the National Security council as a matter of urgency • 
.. ~ (e-) Memo, OSA to SeoDef, "Resolution of the 

··i'M1ddle East Question (U)," 4 Dec 57, derived from 
.. ~) JCS 1887/409, same subj, 18 Nov 57, cos 381 

( 8-23-57) sec 4, . . 
I . . . 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense (l:SA) informed 
JOB or the State Department's opinion that 
accelerated delivery or a squadron of F86F aircraft 
to Iraq, as had been reo011111ended by the JOS, would 
be politically unwise at present, but that the 
earl¥ establishment of an air-defense capability 
in.Iraq was politically important• Hence the 
State Department favored an immediate survey to 
determine the minimum requirements of the Iraqi 
Air Force in this regard. The Assistant SecDef 
indicated that the Department of the Air Force 
would be requested to undertake the survey, as a 
step toward refining a military assistance program 
tor I~~9· _ 
~ Memo, Asst SeoDef (ISA) to OJOS, "Military 

Assistance to the Middle East (U)J" lO.Dec 57, 
oiroulated as(~ JOB 1887/420, lo.Deo 57, cos 381 
( 8-23-57) seo 4. 

The Joint Chiefs or Statr noted the conclusions 
in a report by the Joint Middle East Planning com-
1111ttee that (1) US 1111litary support should be pro­
vided to Iraq and saudi Arabia if those nations 
were to take military action to counter a c~R 
d'etat in Jordan, and ·(2) details regarding is 
OS military support would require discussion with 
military representatives of Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 
The support would include airlifting advance Iraqi 
and token Saudi Ara~ ground forces into :ordan, 
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31 Dec 57-

8 Jan 58 

10 Jan 58 

15 Jan 58 

and providing supPlies tor these forces, fighter­
banber aircraft for Iraq w1 th maintenance · and 
training support, and information and assistance 
through US liaison te1111111 posing as observers. 
Meanllllile US forces would maintain air surveillance 
ot .. Jordan's frontiers and stand read7 to intervene 
incth,_ Cl{leration it ·necessary; - · 

t'fl51 Dec On JCS 1887/423, "U.S, Mill tary 
Support for M1litsr7 Action in Jordan b¥ Iraq and 
Saudi Arabia £,2') , " 27 Dec 57, CCS 381 l8-23-57) 
seo 4, - - --

·'· -.·;.· •.. _ ..... -· -,O·•;:-..:.,;.r::o:i'·;-.'_,.-. 

Poreign Minister H1ta1 ot -Jordan stated that his 
countey would need an average ot $50 million in US 
aid a year tor five to ten years to help finance 
her econany and armed forces, 

N'lT, l Jan 58, 1:4. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff reported to the Secretsr7 
ot .. Detense on the advisability of .furnishing mill-

. tary equipment requested by-the Lebanese AJ."fft1", 
UnWilling to endorse the entire Lebanese request 
because of its excessive concern with major end 
items, the Joint Chiefs of Staff certified that US 
military objectives in .. the Middle Bast would be 

'cserved by suppl.ying selected items of military 
equipment that would give Lebanon increased cap­
ability to maintain internal security and sane 
capability to defend against aggression, 

--.. ~ Memo, CJCS to SecDef, "Request fran the 
Lebanon AJ."JJt1" for U ,S. Mill tary Equ1pnent (.at'," 
8 Jan ~8, derived from <.zr JCS 188'7/426, CCS 381 
BMMEA (ll-19-47) sec 67. -

The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed the Secretary of 
Defense that the plan requested by the Deputy 
Searetsr7 of State on 8 November 1957 for possible 
canbined US-UK military intervention in case ot an 
imminent or actual coup d'etat in Jordan and/or 
Lebanon had been prepared. on reviewing the plan, 
the JCS had found it to be a suitable basis tor 
detailed operational planning, They considered, 
however, that such planning-should not be conducted 
tor the time being because of the possibility of 
compromising ·the plan and thereby Jeopardizing the 
US position both in the united Nations and with the 
remainder of the Arab world, The Secretsr7 was 
requested to obtain the concurrence of SecState in 
these views, 

(-!!!? Memo, CJCS to SecDet, "Contingency Plan 
tor U,S,-U,K. Military Action in Jordan andfor 
Lebllnon (TS)," 10 Jan 58, derived f.'ran (Jill!') JCS 
1887/427, CCS 381 (8-23-57) sec 5. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff informed ttte Secretary or 
Defense that to insure adequate communications 
support of the plan for possible US military inter­
vention in Jordan o~~banon they recommended the 
clandestine establishment, if politically feasible, 
of a military medium-high-power radio transmitter 
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15 Jan 58 

20 Jan 58 

22 Jan 58 

• WE LSI 

1n AmDan, Jordan. 'lbe JCS requested ·that SeeDer 
obtain the approval or the State Department tor this 
undertaking. 
~ Memo, CJCS to SeeDer, "Plan ror u.s. Mili­

tary Action in Jordan or Lebanon (U)," 15 Jan 58, 
derived from (TS) JCS 2034/46, ccs 381 (3-14-49) 
aeo 6. . . . 

The US Embassy 1n Damascus reported a strong revival 
ot.::the Syrian movement for union with Egypt, backed 
b7 most Syrian political leaders. 'l'he Embassy 
suggested that the US was 1n no position to·cheok 
th1a movement and would be wasting ita prestige in 
openl;v opposing eo popular a cause. While domination 
of-Syria by Naseer.was obviousl)" rar.trom attractive, 
it-seemed the lesser of two evils When compared with 
the onl)" apparent alternative: COIIIIIUIIiet entrench­
ment 1n Syria eo substantial that it could onl)" be 
dealt with by force tram outside. . 
~ Mag, Damascus to ·seoState, 1341 15"'Jan 58, 

'lbe JCS approved the final version of Tab A to 
Appendix VIII to Annex A of ODICSPECOMME 1 B OPLAN · 
215-58, subject to certain moditioations made after 
the tentative approval or Tab A onc.2TNovember 1957 
and to the following: The plana should be 
sufficiently flexible to permit implementation with 
tewr than the total allocated foroes., it the JCS 
determined that the total foroes wre not needed.· 
Tbe JCS also informed OINCSPEOOMMB that they approv­
ed tbe prestocking or.certa1n supplies at Adana, 

Turkefesr Meg, JCS to USCINCtroa-~d OnlcNEur, JCS 
935644 20l621Z Jan 58, derived tram t:M1 JCS 
2034/46, Rpt by JSI'C, "Tab 1A1 to Appendix VIII to 
Annex 'A' or CINCSPECOMMB Operation Plan 215-58 
(U) ," 7 Jan 58, ccs 381 (3.,14-49) eeo 6. 

The National Security council adopted NSC 58ol/l, 
"LOng-Range US Policy Toward the Near £aet," which 
superseded NSC 5428, approved 23 JUly 54. NSC 
5801/1 was approved by the President on 24 January 
1958. . 
· NSC 5801/1 described tour major US objectives 
in the Middle East: (1) to maintain for the US and 
ita allies the resources, strategic positions, and 
passage rights or the area, and to deny to the Soviet 
bloc strates1c positions and control of Middle East 
resources; {2) to maintain stable, friendly, and 
progressive governments in the Middle East; (3) to 
achieve an earl¥ resolution of the Arab-Israeli 
dispute; and (4) to prevent further extension of 
Soviet influence and reduce existing Soviet 
influence. 

To achieve these objectives, the US would, in 
general: (1) provide·Pree world leadership and 
aasume major responsibilit;v tor the Pree World in 
the Middle East; ( 2) seek to gJ.lide Middle EP.st 
revolutionary and nationalistic pressures into 
orderly channels, n~t antagonistic to the west; - . ' -
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(3) encourage the econanic development of the area 
and be preparea, if necaesa17, to increase US 
econom1c aid; and ( 4) provide mill ta17 aid to 
friendly countries •. 

In support of th18 general guidance, the US 
would, among other things: 

1. Implement the policy established by the 
American Doctrine; support but not join the Baghdad 

. · Pact;· and, if necassa17, accept a neutralist 
orientation of Middle East states and provide 

. &BII1Btance to neutralist states 1n order to· develop 
· local anti-c011111Un1st strength. 

2 •. Proclaim US support tor the ideal of Arab 
.. uni.t)". Dillcreetly encourage the ultimate federation 

,._., ot -~Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and Iraq, or of two of 
thalia atates, and to this end strengthen Iraqi and 

·Saudi. influence in Jordan, while at the same t1me 
providing econanic and mil1ta17 aid to Jordan. 
Seek continuing Israeli aoqui.escence 1n these moves 
concerning Jordan. · 

3. Seek to counterbalance Egtpt•s preponderant 
pollition of leadership 1n the. Arab world by 

. 11trengthen1ng more moderate Arab states. Seek to 
'detel'lll1ne it. the West could profit trcm Nasser's 

.. ···neutralist policies, and, it ·eo, aa11ist Egypt where 
· a -~l~Ct auid oro auo could be e.rraruted. 

,, l . 

27 Jan 58 

_ __, ~ Ma1nt~- ~po~ ~f the present Iraqi 
·., reg1.me, but encourage trendll toward the peaceful 
' elltabllabmant ot a more broadly-ballad moderate 
progressive government. Encourage Iraq to exercise 
constructive leadership within the Arab world. 

6. Provide Lebanon with political support and 
with military assistance for 1ntemal security 
problema. 

7. Keep the UK currently informed, and work 
with it on Middle East problems to the extent 
compatible with US area objectives. Inform the 

···French generally, but with caution, and consult 
and exchange views with other Pree World countries. 

(~ NSC Action No. 1845, 22 Jan 58. ~ 
NSC 5801/1; "LO~-Rang US Policy Toward the Near 
East,• 24 Jan 58, COS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) BP pt 7. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to advise 
President Chamoun and Foreign Minister Malik that 
the US had decided to provide a li.mited number of 
modem jet fighters to Lebanon, the exact number and 
type to be determined later, and to facilitate the 
purchase of additional aircraft by Lebanon, He was 
also to advise"them that the US was considering 
other forms of' aid for Lebanon. (The us planned to 
supply six Hawker Hunter Mark VI jets, with the 
expectation that Lebanon would purchase six more, 
and was contemplating additional grant military 
assiStance to incl. I.\.~ a small number of light tanks. ) 
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30 Jan 58 

30 Jan 58 

1 J'eb 58 

3 Feb 58 

5 Feb 58 

~ Mag, .SeoState to Beirut, 3020, 27 Jan 58. 

The US Ambassador was instructed to inform Jordan 
that $20 million from US FY 1958 funds were ear­
marked for budgetary support during Jordan's FY 1959. 

_ (S') Mag, Sees tate to Alzlman, 1828, 30 Jan 58. 

At the final public meeting of' the Baghdad Pact 
-- ocmterenoe in Ankara, Seoret&l'f or State Dulles told 

the delegates that the US waa tully committed to 
baok up the defenses or the Paot powers. He stated 

-- that Congressional approval of the American Doctrine 
----.had the same erreot as aotual. US ~rahip in the 

. ,_:Baghdad Paot. . 
· <::·:_:;;;c~":NY'l', 31 Jan 58, l:l. 

·- .:.~-~:_·::-~,~ 

Bgpt and Syria issued a proclamation announcing 
their intention or uniting as one state, to be 
n1111111d the IJnited Arab Republic, With '.'one t'lag, one 
army, one people." Presidents Kuwatly or Syria and 
Naaser or Egypt were to address their parliaments on 
5 :February, and the peoples or Syria and Egypt were 

· •. , to:;. vote in a plebiscite Within 30 dQa on the 
_' 'qUestion or union and the choice of a bead. or state 
- tor the new nation. The proclamation hailed the 

prospective merger as a atep toward a general union 
--,-))t~,lrab statea. - _c ·. .. 

~-"·~-~'-'~·!!!!· 2 Feb sa, 1:3, 4:1, 5:1.­
. ._:J~r;~-

Tbe US Ambassador in Jordan waa officially informed 
by-Jordan that Saudi adherence to the proposed Arab 

··· t1n1on or Iraq and Jordan waa contingent upon Iraqi 
withdrawal f'rom the Baghdad Pact. SBUdi Arabia had 
alao-indicated that it·would be 1mpoasible to provide 
the $15 million promised Jordan for the next FY. 
Meanwhile, the Soviet union had made overtures to 
Jordan regarding the eatablishment or diplomatic 
relation& and had offered unlimited economic and 
techn~cal aid. Therefore, Jordan requeated public 
support by the US for the proposed organization of 
pro-Western Arab atates, no US oppoaition to Iraqi 
withdrawal from the Baghdad Pact, and $60 million 
U1.US assistance for all purposea, including replace­
ment of the Saudi default. 
~ Mag, Amman to Secstate, 1433, 3 Feb 58. 

The US Ambassador in Iraq reported on a meeting 
called by Crown Prince AbdulillBh, which the British 
Ambassador also attended. According to AbdulillSh, 
the very existence or Iraq was being threatened. by 
the imminent union or Egypt and Syria. Iraq there­
tore contemplated taking various actions, including 
military intervention, to overthrow the Syrian 
regime prior to the plebiscite scheduled f'or-21 
February, and thua truatrate Nasser's project. The 
Crown Prince desired an indication or the attitude 
ot the us and UK toward the Iraqi proposal, as well 
as the extent or aupport that might be expected; 
~ Meg, Baghdad to SeoState, 1283, ~ ~Pb 58. 
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5 Peb 58 'l't1e Secretary of State instructed the US Ambassador 
1n_Jordan to intorm King HUSsein that, although the 
m·:tavored Jordan, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and Lebanon 
establishing closer political relations among them­

. Bel vee, any pubUc expression ot tiS approval in the 
.. absence ot substantial progress toward realizing such 

_ a'l!loal would serve no usetuLpurpose, The Ambassador 
-~-·waa also instructed to conve;y reassurances that 

:·.(~:Jordan's esaential-needli would continue to receive 
· ···aJIIIP&thetic consideration b;y·the US~ 

• :.-.:;,' .,. ~ Mag, Secstate to c.Aaman, 18'73, 5 Peb 58, 
,:· ~~-·--:'1i!' '··. ~........ r.--·---t-_ .·:.,.- -~~--

5 Peb 58 ;·rresident Kuwatl;y of .. S;vri.a to~ announced 
... /'~SJTia•s union with Eg;ypt, :t:n.:the same speech he 
·:;<·#nCIII1nated President Nasser--ot:Bgpt to .be President 
.. ·ii~f ot.;.the tnnted Arab Republic ( UAR) and said that he 

., . ..;<''',.ould be ·the first to . vote· tor Nasser in the · · . 
····'{'"'plebiaicite to:be held on:.2:t:Pebrilar;y, · _--. 

:c·::r•>·-·-,--NY'l'; 6 lleb 58, 5:1.- ..... , .~ · 
.. ~ .. :.t;:.~. . ::.;·~:'"'"'~--- .... 

7 Feb 58 . The US Ambassador in Iraq reported that he had been 
· advised b7 crown Pr1nce Abdul1llab that Iraq was 

.:·,;,·~J!repar1ng to move troops into Jordan as soon as. 
~·~<(:possible, should the;r be requested b;y·King I!Wisein 

8 Feb 58 

·::,:·c· when he and King Pa1sal met on 9 Pebl'll&I7'. · "'' 
.. · ·>r .. : (.JlS} Mag, Baghdad to .SeoState, 1294, 7 Feb 58. 
v~·~n. ~-

• AftcanalJ'SiS b;y; the. US:Embass;y in .IllmaBcus discounted 
-··''"'i1oubts expressed in other quarters about the dura-
'" ~'biUt;y·ot the Eg;yptian-S;vri.an UAR, stressing: (l) the 
· ""''un1ty1ng intluence ot:the-enstence ot Israel; 
.. ._..,, ( 2) the lack of Syrian nat1onaUB111 except as part of 
~the nArsb nation•; (3) the awareness ot Nasser ot 

the possible threats within S;vri.a to the union; and 

- ~ ~~:e a~~~c!n~~~~ ~~~~cal reasons t:o~ ·.·· ' 
- (.a') Mag, Damascus to SecState, 2207, 8 Feb 58. 

12 lleb 58 Nur1 !ntormed.the US Ambassador in Baghdad that he 
had been asked to form· a new Iraqi government, but 
hil acceptance depended on·us W11Ungnesa to provide 
Iraq with adequate air strength, He specifically 

14 Feb 58 

.... ,,,wanted two squadrons ot jet interceptors, with 
·. neoeasar;y training personnel, before he would agree 

to.assume office, 
., .. :~(.21 Mag, Baghdad to seoatate, 1327, 12 Feb sa. 
Iraq and Jordan signed an agreement tor the union 
ot the two kingdana, under the Arab tnnon agreement, 
both King Fa1sal II of Iraq and King HUSsein of 
Jordan were to retain their thrones, but there was 
to.be a large measure ot unification in defense and 

.adlll1n1stration, fPJr1ng 1ta five months 1 existence, 
the new state waa sometimes called, in the press and 
elaewhere, the Arab Federation, but in.the oft1c1al 
uaege ot the us State-Department it was the Arab 
Union (AU).7 · 

mrr, !4 Feb 58, 1:2. . . . 
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18 Feb 58 

,' ' --,--l- ,_ 

''~ ~' -~ l.fHJ\tf:.ll L 

A Lebanese Fo~ign M1nistey epokeBIIIIIIl announced 
that Lebanon would join neither the UAR nor the 
Arab union • 
. ·.~· .... Nrr. 19 Feb sa. 2:3. 

20 Feb 58 [" 

. \ 
l 

"1 Tne establish­
·--::-ment ot the Arab un1on would not s'ii!ve the moat 
~~1mportant daaeatic problema of',either Iraq or Jordan, 

· ...•... ,.and 1111ght, indeed, make acme ot...:them more·serious. 
-~Mi;'rhe radical nationalists ill-Iraq, however, would 

·:•, probably not create a serious secll1'1t;v problem, and 
· the principal internal threat would come from 

· ·'Jordan •a Palestinian population. Nevertheless, it ·­
the Arab un1on survived ita initial dif'ticulties 

.. ,,.and waa able to capitallze,on:Iraqi economic 
::-~~~:mit: ita 1oM-tam nroaliBcts ~d _be r~vor~ble. 

.. · .. \_~ .. 7 ••....... -·;-~.'-''-"!···-··~~~~~!..~~--i.~:.~--~c.r-.·~:;~3~¥~~~:~_::,~-:~;.:;~l:--~-- .. -
21 Feb 58 The Joint Chiefs of' Statf' directed CINCNELM to pre-

.. ·,::,pare a basic operational plan, baaed on CINCSPECOMME 
*'"·'~OPLAN 215-58, tor trln111taey·action in·l11111ted war­

,_a1.tuations in the Middle But. The plan should-pro­
c ·;.:.vide the basic ·intelllgl!llce, logistics, c0111111unica-

. . :;;.,ttons, and COIIIIIBlld arrangements required. Tabs to 

21 Feb 58 

25 Feb 58 

·;; ~>;.the plan should then be prepared to cover certain 
specific operations (tor wh1oh operational plans .. ·· · · · 

.. were already in existence): protection of US 
nationals and interests, action to deter or inter-· 

·· vena in Arab-Israeli hoatil1t1es, ,and intarvention : 
1n. Jordan and/or Lebanon. ·Data for preparation of 
add1tional tabs would be tum1Bhed by the JCS when 
they f'~lt the situat1cn called tor fUrther apecit1c 
operational plana. · · · · 

(.&l!t) SM-.126-58 to CINCNELM, "Mill tary Planning 
tor the Middle East~.· 21 Feb ~8, derived from 
~ JCS 1887/433, CCS 381 EMMBA (11-19-47) sec 68. 

Ill-plebisc1tea in Egypt and-Syria, voters gave almost 
un11l111Dous approval to the jo1.ning of the two 
countries in the tJn1ted Arab Republic and elected 
Naaeer the tiret Preeident of'. the UAR. 

NYT, 23 Feb 58, 1:2. - .. ,_, __ 

The US Government of't1c1ally reco~ized the Govern­
ment of' the united Arab Republic \ UAR). In a state­
ment announcing recognition, the State Department 
aa1d that it had noted the aaeuranc·ee of the UAR 
that it intended to respect and observe its inter­
national obl1.gatione, 1ncluding all ex1st1ng 
obl1.gations of Egypt and Syria. 

Dept of State Bulletin, Vol xxxv:tii, No. 977 
(17 Mar 58), p. 418. . .,· 

-;.. 
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26 Feb 58 

28 Feb 58 

3 Mar 58 

5 Mar 58 

7 Mar 58 

-

A visit of UAR President Nasser to Damascus was 
reported to be· arousing enthusiasm among the Moslem 
population of nearby Lebanon, Many of the Lebanese 
Moslems were travelling to Damascus to join in the 
pro-Nasser demonstrations in that city. Christian 
leaders in Lebanon were reportedly fearful that the 
formation of the UAR might endanger the independent 
future of their country. 

,m, 27 Feb 58, 5:5.• 

According to a CIA report, Ali Abu Nuwar, exiled 
fol'lllflr Jordanian Chief of Staff living in Syria, 
was plotting to overthrow King Husaein and to bring 
Jordan into the United Arab Republic, Also 
associated with Nuwar was an Iraqi clique planning 
to overthrow King Faisal and bring Ir~ into the UAR. 

ktJ1 Meg, CIA to JCS, TDCS - :;!/348, 169 , 
ll.Mar 58, DA IN 99925 (12 Mar 58), 

Nuri became Premier of Iraq. He had resigned from 
this position in JUne 1957 because of ill health, 
but his great prestige made him the.only possible 
leader to head the Iraqi Cabinet during implementa­
tion of: the Arab Union, recently fo:nned by Iraq and 
Jordan. 

,m, 4 Mar 58, 3:5. 

Lt. Col. Abdul Hamid Serraj, the Syrian Amy's 
"strong man," charged at a news conference in 
Damascus that King Saud or Saudi Arabia had attempt­
ed to procure the assassination of President Nasser 
and a Syrian Amy coup d 1etat, led by Serraj, who 
was then to form a new Syrian Government not allied 
with Egypt. Serraj showed reporters photostats or 
three checks from Saud totaling 1,900,000 pounds, 
He asserted that Saud•s go-between had stated that 
the US Government was aware of these plans and would 
lead the way in recognizing the new Syrian Government 
that Scrraj was supposed to establish. 

NYT, 6 Mar 58, 1:2, 
C-

DA .IN 
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8 Mar 58 

11 Mar 58 

ll Mar 58 

12 Mar 58 

Ui §idRE'l• 

- ,-- --------------- --

-:;-:·· 

President Nass~r of the United Arab Republic and 
the Crown Prince of Yemen signed an agreement 
federating their two countries. under the agreement 
Yemen was to retain its existing regime and inter­
national statue, but the federation was to have 
•uznried armed forces" and a uznted foreign policy. 

!!!!'.· 9 Mar sa, 19:3. 

In Manila for the SEATO Conference, British Foreign 
Secretary Sel~-n Lloyd told Secretary Dulles that 
during his stopover at Baghdad he had round Iraqi 
leaders in a very jittery state, visibly worried 
about the continued existence or the regime. un­
settling factors appeared to be the impact or 
Naaser•s appeal in Iraq and the unpopularity of the 
projected Iraqi tie with Jordan 1n the Arab Union. 
The Iraqi leaders had pressed Lloyd tor British 
assistance, which the UK was Willing to give, and 
Lloyd now turned to Secretary Dulles ror US support. 
Specifically, Lloyd desired a US extension of credit 
to Iraq and the provision ot fighter aircraft to 
that country, 

(,2) Meg, Manila to SecState, SECTO 12, 
11 Mar S8, CCS 381 EMMBA (11-19-47) sec 68. 

In response to Secretary or State Dulles• report of 
hie conversation with Selwyn Lloyd (see above item), 
the State Department provided the Secretary with a 
suggested reply to the British request. The us 
Government agreed to the urgent necessity of support­
ing the Arab Union and wee will1ng to match the pro­
posed British contribution of the SO,OOO pounds for 
an Iraqi propaganda project. The US would find 
greater difficulty in extending credit, but it was 
prepared to consider assisting individual develop­
ment projects in Jordan and Iraq, l>lhile willing to 
give assurance of the intention of providing Iraq 
with fighter aircraft, the US Government could not 
act until the report of the US survey team, scheduled 
to ~eave shortly tor Iraq, had been received. The 
US wished to impress the Iraqi leaders with the 
importance or making the Arab Union a real 1'ederat1o~ 
within which Iraq would assist Jordan. The US also 
wished to emphasize its belief that Iraq and Jordan 
s~d not attempt any military move against the UAR, 
~ Meg, SecState to ManilaJ TOSEC 22, ll Mar 

S8, CCS 381 EMMBA (ll-19-47) sec o8, 

The US Ambassador in Baghdad, 1n reporting his 
estimate of the position or the Iraqi regime,.stated 
that the Iraqi Army and policy showed no signs or 
disaffection, and no effective leadership or 
organization existed among the political opposition. 
Further, he felt that Prime Minister Nuri anrt the 
Crown Prince could weather Nasser's expected prop-
aganda ot'tensive, · 
~ Meg, Baghdad to SecState, 1513, 12 Mar 58. 
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12 Mar 58 

12 Mar 58 

13 Mar 58 

14 Mar 58 

18 Mar 58 

1J! 223!£1' 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon predicted that the new 
United Arab Republic or Egypt and Syria would 
generate increasing tensions in the Middle East. 
He anticipated that Lebanon would be subjected to 
severe internal and external pressures, which might 
lead the government to ask tor tult1llment of 
existing British, French, and US promises ot support. 
The Ambassador felt that the American Doctrine would 
not be applicable in this case, unless the UAR 
moved closer to Communism than seemed probable at 
the mcment. He suggested that the State Department 
"llligllt wish to have in mind what answr to given 
men I am s1.1111110ned to Palace at midnight and ·asked 
tor instant help." . . 
~ Mag, Beirut to Seo8tate, 3033, 12 Mar 58, 

DA Dl 100429 ( 13 Mar 58) ; . 

The US Ambassador in Jidda reported that the 
Egyptian military advisers to Saudi Arabia had left, 
and that the USI:fl'M had been requested by the saudi 
Minister of Defense to ass\11118 expanded training 
responsibilities, . 

{S1 Mag, Jidda to SeoState, 881, 12 Mar 58. 

The National Security Council noted the President •s 
rsquest that the Department of .State, in consults• 
tion with the DepartmentofDetense,urgentl~ explore 
what types of US support might be given to the 
governments ot Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, and Saudi 
Arabia it required or requested in the 1mmediate 
tuture. This was NBC Action 1875, approved by the 
President on 15 March. . 

(!Rt) Memo, Dep SeaDer to SeoAmy, et al, , 
•possible u.s. Actions in S~ort ot Pro:weitern 
Nations in the Near East (~, 19 Mar 58, enol to 
~ JCS·l887L442, Note by Seoys, same subJ, 24 
Mar 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (ll-19-47) seo 69, · 

The State Department directed the US Ambassador 
in Jidda to inform Klng Saud that the US was will­
ing to undertake to the fullest extent possible 
the functions formerly performed by the departing 
Egyptian military advisers. 
~ Mag, SeoState to Jidda, 1284, 14 Mar 58, 

ccs 38l'EMMEA (11-19-47) sao 68. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut was requested to 
apprise Chamoun of the US position on Lebanon's 
presidential election and ettorts to emend the 
constitution to permit Chamoun to succeed himself, 
The US viewed the issue as a domestic political 
problem which, though having a bearing on the 
internal security situation, could only be decided 
by the Lebanese, Therefore the US would remain 
impartial and aloof. For the Ambassador's informa­
tion, the US would not attempt further to dissuade 
Chamoun from seeking re-election and at the same 
time would avoid any indication of supporting him. 
However, it circumstances eo required, covert 
assistance might be considered. 

(.lm'J Meg, SeoS!-§.te to Beirut, 3626, 18 Mar 58. 

- 15 -

-~;'. 

.. ·-· 

-



11 " 'J!W- n , .n :. ,. 
~3 !Si · .. -

18 Mar sa [ 

(S) c: 
20 Mar 58, JJJ\ l.N .LU~'I01 ~ 21. Mar 5tl) • 

18 Mar 58 The US· Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to renew 
to Poreign Minister Malik the assurances of the US 
determination to support the territorial integrity 
and independence of Lebanon in the face of external 
aggression and internal subversion. 'l'le US would be 
prepared to consider giving Nasser a direct warning 
if convincing evidence appeared that he was planning 
an ~~ssive move against Lebanon. 
~ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 3629, 18 Mar 58. 

22 Mar 58· The Joint Chiefs of Staff requested CINCSPECOMME to 
prepare, as a matter of priority, plans for dealing 
with a possible coup d'etat in Saudi Arabia. The 
plans were to cover action to protect UiJ,nationals 
and interests, to maintain order, to re-establish 
the authority of a friendly government, and,. · 
possibly1 to deter a. coup if one seems imminent. 

(.Jif!"J Msg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME et al., JCS 
938896·, 22 Mar 58, derived from (l'I!'/J'C'S' 1887/438, 
ccs 381 (8-23-57) sec s. . . 

23 Mar 58 King Saud issued a decree vesting the main responsi­
bility for the formulation and execution of saudi 
Arabian domestic and foreign policy in Crown Prince 
Paisal. 

27 Mar 58 

znu 

~ Msg, Jidda to SecState, 943, 23 Mar 58. 
NYT, 25 Mar sa, 1:4. - . 

CINCS?ECOMME submitted an outline operation plan 
for dealing with a possible coup d!etat in Saudi 
Arabia, in accordance with his instructions of 
22 March. on 7 April 1958 the Joint Chiefs of starr 
gave general approval to this plan, pending sub­
mission of the completed version for review. 

(.2') Mag, CINCSPECOMMK to JCS, 27 Mar 58, DA IN 
104661 ( 29 Mar 58), .(.slS') Meg, JCS to CINCSPECOMME, 
JCS 939730, 072238Z·A,r 58{ derived from (l81 JCS 
1887/446. All in CCS 381 8-23-57). sea 6. 
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27 Mar 58 

28 Mar 58 

28 Mar 58 

28 Mar 58 

1 Apr 58 

The US AmbaSsador in Beirut reported that a meeting 
to crystallize opposition to the re-election of 
President ChamO\Ul took place at the hane or former 
Foreign Minister Henri Pharaon. The 80 participants, 
including prominent Christians and Moslems, signed 
a .resolution that call.ed for a combined Christian 
and Moslem effort to oppose Chamoun 1e re-election 
and wamed that the people were justified in using 
alL available means to prevent a renewal of the 
presidential term. Ambassador McClintock believed 
Chamoun would seek another term, in which case 
1ntemal disturbances might lead to a civil war. 

(.e1 Meg, Beirut to SeoState, 3242, 28 Mar 58, 
DA m 104691 (29 Mar 58). 

The Joint Chiefs of starr recommended that the 
Secretary or Defense request the Secretary of State 
to reconsider the decision not to undertake negoti-
ations for staging and preetook1ng rights at Adana 
A1r P1eld in TUrkey. 
~ Memo, .CJCS to SeeDer, "Staging and Pre-

stocking Rights in TUrkey, Libya and CypruB (8)," 
28 Mar 58, ccs 381 (8-23-57) seo 6, derived fran 
~ JCS 1887/439, same file, seo 5. 

The Chief of starr, Amy, pointing out that NATO 
shield forces in Westem Europe might be weakened 
at a critical time by the withdrawal of US Army 
combat troops for contingency operations in the· 
Middle East, recOIDIIended that the CONUS-based 
Strategic Amy corps be used as an altemate source 
ot troops tor such operations, On 15 May 1958, at 
the request of its originator, this recommendation 
was withdrawn from consideration by the JCS. 

(.:i«) Jcs 1887/444, Memo biJsA, "utilization 
ot Strategic Am~Y Corps (STRAC for contingency 
Operations in the Middle East A" l Apr 58, and 
~) N/H of JCS 1887/444, 15 May 5 , CCS 381 EMMEA 

1-19-47) eec 69, 

The Department or Defense recommended to the Depart-
ment or State that an appropriate agreement be 
negotiated with Lebanon, or a Presidential deter-
m1nation instrument (under the MUtual Security Act) 
be instituted, in order to make Lebanon eligible 
for grant military aid, specifically the items of 
military equ1B.ent recOIDIIended by the JCS on 
8 January 195 , . 
~ Ltr, Spec Asst to Dep Aeet SeeDer (!SA) to 

Spec Aeet for MUtual Secur1~ Coordination De/&t 
State, 28 Mar 58, enol to N/H of JCS 1A87 26, 
7 Apr 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 67. 

The Assistant Secretary of Defense ~!SA) informed 
the Joint Chiefs of Start that the tate Department 
considered the clandestine establishment of a 
radio transmitter in Amman, Jordan, to be political-
ly infeasible at the present time. (See item or 15 
January 1958.) -.;,.. 

- 17 -

--

·,.:... .. 
··'1' .. ~ ... -..... ~ 
·~ ·-:~· . 



WI 

7 Apr 58 

9 Apr 58 

10 Apr 58 

10 Apr 58 

.J,:l!fn Memo, Asst SecDet' (ISA) to CJCS, "Plan 
ot' U.S. Military Action in Jordan or Lebanon (U)," 
1 Apr 58, reproduced 1n l-i!'S') JCS 2034/55 Note by 
Secys, same subj, 8 Apr 58, CCS 381 (3-14~49) sec 8. 

The Joint Chiefs ot' Starr informed the Representa­
tives ot' the British Chiefs or Starr that they 
considered the plan prepared by US and British 
starr officers t'or possible US-UK military inter­
vention in Jordan or Lebanon to be a eUitable basis 
tor detailed coordination operational plannlng. 
However, the Joint Chiefs of Staff did not believe 
that such detailed plannlng was required at the 
present time. . . 

(.s1 SM-252-58 to Reps or Br Chi's or Starr, 
"Contingency Plane t'or U.S.-U.K. M111t~ Action 
in Jordan and/or Lebanon ~," 7 Apr 58 ccs 381 
(8-23-57) sec 6, derived tram~ JCS 1~87/427, 
same file, sea 5. 

The us Ambassador in Beirut transmitted a formal 
Lebanese request for $15 million in US aid. The 
aid was to be applied to urgently needed economic 
and technical development projects, the specific 
nature or which would be detel'tllined 1n subsequent 
negotiations. The Lebanese Government hoped the 
requested funds could be allocated immediately 
from us appropriations for foreign aid in the 
current fiscal year ending 30 JUne sa. 

· ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3395, 11 Apr 58. 

CINCSPECOMME submitted to the Joint Chiet'e of 
starr for review his completed plan t'or possible 
military intervention in saudi Arabia, in accordance 
with his instructions dated 7 April. The completed 
plan was in the form of a Tab B to AppendiX VIII ot' 
Annex A to CINCSPECOMME OPLI\N 215-58. · 

~) Ltr CINCSPECOMME to CJCS, "CINCSPECOMME 
OPLAN 215-58,A 10 April 58, Enol to ~ JCS 
2034/58, Note bf Se'1Ys, "Supplement to CINCSPECOMME 
OPLAN 215-58 ( U)," 6 May 58, CCS 381 ( 3-14-49) sec 8. 

The British military member ot' the US-UK Working 
Group told the Group that the Bri t1sh disagreed w1 tll 
the JCS view, expressed in the memorandum of 7 April, 
that detailed coordinated operational planning t'or 
possible US-UK military intervention in Jordan or 
Lebanon was not required for the time being. He 
said the British would like to have a team of 
planners work with the JCS in rewriting and extend­
ins the plan, in view of changed circumstances in 
the area, and that they believed the major area 
commanders, at least, should be included in the 
planning. , 

~) Memo for Rea by Col S,L. Harding USA, 
Aest t'or Near East Affairs to Asst SeeDer (rsAl, 
"Working Group MeetingJ 10 Apr 1958," 11 Apr 58, 
CCS 381 (B-23-57) sea o. · 
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14 Apr 58 

14 Apr 58 

19 Apr 58 

23 Apr 58 

23 Apr 58 

29 Apr 58 

29 Apr 58 

~g 9 !2!!1 

The New York T1mes correspondent in Cairo reported 
that"""ttle""Egypnan-propaganda campaign against 
Jordan's King Hussein had increased greatly in 
severity and was apparently aimed at stirring up a 
pro-Nasser revolt among Jordan's Palestinian 
population. 

~· 15 Apr 58, 5:2. 

'Ihe New York Times correspondent in Beirut reported 
that-sKi~etween government and opposition 
forces in Lebanon had reached the point where the 
country was on the verge or civil war. 'Ihe Lebanese 
ArmJ was being deployed to prevent a.Syrian-support­
ed revolt by northern tribes. 

~. 15 Apr 58, 2:3. 

Crown Prince Faisal or Saudi Arabia announced tnat 
his Government would not join the united Arab 
Republic or the rival Arab union, but would 
cooperate with. both. 

~. 20 Apr 58, 1:7. 

Ttie JSSC sui:mitted a report on the responsibilities 
to.be.ass1gned th.e US Military Representative for 
the Middle East and the optimUm location tor his 
headquarters. On 13 JUne, this report was withdrawn 
fran further consideration by the JCS. 
~ JCS 1887/450, Rpt by J8SC, "U .8. Military 

Representation in th.e Middle East (U)," 23 Apr 58, 
and ~) N/H of JCS 1887/450, 13 Jun 58, CCS 381 
~ (11-19-47), seo 69. 

The State Department informed the British Embassy 
in Washington or the US decision to supply jet 
a1roratt to Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq. Twelve 
Hawker Hunter Mark VI aircraft were going to Jordan, 
and six to Lebanon, within the next three month.s, 
all to be supplied through offshore procurement in 
the UK. The US requested the UK to assume 
responsibility for training. A squadron ( 15 air­
craft) or F86•s would go to Iraq, with a small 
number or these being provided, and training started, 
as soon as possible. 
~ Meg, SecState to London, 7564, 23 Apr 58, 

CCS 38l.EMMEA (11-19-47) seo 69. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to inform 
Malik, in response to a Lebanese request tor US 
grant aid fran funds appropriated tor FY 1958, th.at 
all such funds had already been committed. Further, 
because ot constitutional l~tations governing 
appropriation procedure, the US was unable to make 
a lOllg-term commitment to support a Lebanese develop­
ment program but could only consider assistance on a 
year-to-year basis. 
~ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4lo6, 29 Apr 58. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut was instructed to deliver 
a letter from the Secretary of State to Malik, wh.ich. 
wae intended to forestall any possible repud~~tion 
ot the American Do~rine by Lebanon because of mis­
interpretation of its 1mpl1cations. The letter 
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30 Apr 58 

30 Apr 58 

30 Apr 58 

4 May 58 
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.. 

emphasized that adherence to the Doctrine placed no 
obligation on tebanon and involved no commitment to 
assist the US in theoevent of hostillties between 
the US and any country. The relationship between 
the US and Lebanon continued to be based on the 
principles of the UN Charter and the US desire to 
sea Lebanon maintain its independence and sovereignty. 

k91 Mag, SecState to Beirut, 4107, 29 Apr 58. 

In a message to secretary Dullea,, Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Jamall declared that US ·support of Lebanese 
Preeident C!Uimoun was essential to keep Lebanon 
allgnad with the West and thus prevent Nasser and 
the tr.?S!J fran dCIIIinating the Middle Bast. 

, ~ Meg, Khartoum to SecStata, 913, 29 Apr 58. 

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported that tung 
HUssain, at the specific request ot Chamoun, had 
agreed to provide 500 ema11· arms with a supply of 
ammunition as soon as possible. These weapons were 
to be used to equip Chamoun•s pereonal eupporters, 
rather than the regular Lebanese armed forces. 

· ~ Mag, AniDan to SecState, 1850, 29 Apr 58. 

The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 
Baghdad to inform Nuri and tung Paisal that the us, 
following the survey team report and consultation 
with the UK, had decided to provide Iraq with a 
squadron of 15 F86P jet aircraft (sea item of 23 
April 58). . 
~ Mag, SecState to Baghdad, 2827, 30 Apr 58, 

CCS 38l.EMMEA (11-19-47) sao 70. 

UAR President Nassar conferred for three hours with 
SoViet Premier KhrUshchev in Moscow. 

!!!· 1 May 58, 7:1. 

The State Department announced the release of certain 
blocked funds of Egypt (now UAR), in recognition of 
the satisfactory agreement recently concluded between 
the UAR and the Suez Canal company. 

Dept or State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 986 
(19 May 58), p. 830. 

The US, British, and French Ambassadors in Beirut, 
balleving that the Lebanese sltuation was llkely to 

.became critical within another week, agreed on a 
joint appreciation or the situation, for urgent con­
sideration by their governments. President Chamoun 
was almost certain to seek amendment ot the consti­
tution and stand for re-election, but disorders would 
have to be expected if he was successfUl. The three 
Ambassadors concluded that the West, faced with a 
choice or supporting Chamoun or standing aloof, would 
have to support Chamoun, despite the risks, since 
Western failure to back him would have an adverse 
effect on the friends and allies ot the west in the 
entire Middle East. 

~Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3647, 4 May 58, 
OCJCS tiles. 
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11 May sa 

11 May 58 

Iraqi Foreign Minister Jamali told correspondents 
that the Iraqi-Ambassador in Cairo had been directed 
to protest strongly to the UAR Foreign Minister over 
inflammatory Cairo radio broadcasts aimed at Iraq. m. 9 May sa, 2:3. 

Naasib Metni, a "crusading" Lebanese editor, was 
shot down outside his Beirut home by two gunmen in 
what wae generally regarded ae a political killing, 
Metni, whose paper was considered pro-COilJll1.UUst, had 
been an outspoken critic of the Chamoun government. 

NYT, 1o May sa, 6:1. -
The Lebanese Army moved into Tripoli to restore 
order after the united states Information Service 
library in that city was sacked and burned late the 
previous evening by armed men demonstrating against 
the Lebanese Oovermsent, '!he rioting had been set off 
by the assassination of opposition editor Nassib 
Metni, on 8 May, 

!!!· 11 May 58, 1:4, 20:5. 

'!he US Embassy in Beirut urgently recommended an 
airlift of police equipment to Beirut to support the 
Lebanese security forces. '!he recaDI!Iended equipment 
included tear gas projectiles, grenades, guns, and 
maeka and sutmachine guns, rl.fles, and 8Dl111Wli tion, 

: ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3770, 11 May 58, 
OCJCS files, · 

'!he US Ambassador reported that the crisis in 
Lebanon was "rapidly reaching a very serious state." 
President Chamoun had that morning rejected an 
opposition demand that he resign, tater in the day 
Lebanese Army commander Gen Chehab had declined a 
proposal by moderates that he become Prime Ministe~ 
as a compromise measure that would allow Chamoun too 
complete his term yet forestall his re-election. An 
outbreak of violence appeared likely as the next 
step. 

· k81 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3772, 11 May 58. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut forwarded President 
Chamoun•s request that the US airlift twenty tanks 
with ammunition to strengthen Lebanon's security 
forces, While advised by th~Military Attache of 
the current impracticability or such an airlift, 
Ambassador McClintock recommended on political 
grounds that the US Government make an immediate 
favorable response to the Lebanese request, He 
believed that nothing short of arrival or the tanks 
within two weeks, by whatever means, would sustain 
the confidence or Lebanese leaders in the pledges 
or support the US had given, 

After presenting the request ror tanks to the 
Ambassador, Foreign Minister Malik said that he and 
Chamoun, "thinld.ng out loud," were wondering if the 
time had not come to plan ror the deployment or a 
US Marine division in the event Syrian-Egyptia~ 
aggression, now i~direct, became more overt, On 
receiving McClintock•_s strongly unfavorable r'3action, 
Malik stressed that·~is was the ·~ost tentative 
sort of thinld.ng," 
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~Mag, Eeirut to SecState, 3775, ll May 58; 
(a') Meg, Beirut to SecState., 3782, 12 May 58. 

The us Ambassador in Beirut reported his firm 
belief, based on conversations with Chamoun, that 
the Lebanese President intended to request President 
Btllenhower to send US Marines it S11'ian forces, 
irregular or otherwise, appeared in any numbers on 
Lebanese soil. 

~) Meg, Beirut to SecSte.te, 3783, 12 May 58, 
OCJOf! tiles. 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon tranmnitted Malik's 
reply to the Secret817' of State 1 e letter of 29 April sa. Malik concurred generally in thll views 
expressed by the Secretary and suggested that what­
ever.m1eunderetand1nge existed about the relationship 
between Lebanon and the US under the American 
Doctrine were the result ot enemy propaganda exploit­
ing the past inadequacy of US aid to Lebanon. In 
order to eliminate that Pl~paganda vulnerability he 
requested a us commitment ot substantial financial 
assistance for the first year ot Lebanon's siX-year 
econamic development plan. Malik also expressed 
concern over reaction to any appearance ot us 
r~pprochement with Nasser; he recommended the US 
position be made clear to reassure those who might 
m1SintenJret it. - ' - . -- -

-.·. ,,~ Meg, Beirut to SeoState, 37971 12 May 58. 

The British and US Ambassadors in Beirut stated in 
a joint appreciation that Oen Chehab had the means 
to control the situation without outside help, unless 
there were massive intervention from Syria. He will, 
however, "was vacillating at best, and lacking at 
worst." His resolution would be strengthened it 
Chamoun were to declare publicly that he did not 
intend to seek re-election. 

~Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3806, 12-May 58, 
OCJOS files. 

The Secretary ot State requested the Ambassadors 
in Jordan and Lebanon to advise those two govern­
mente that the us would supply on a grant basis 
12 British Hawker Hunter Mark VI jets to Jordan and 
6 similar aircraft to Lebanon. Additional numbers 
would be provided in the future as the capacity to 
absorb and maintain them wae established. 

(OUO) Mag, SecState to Amman, 2514, and to 
Beirut, 4252, 12 May sa. 
An armed insurrection in Beirut, aimed at overthrow­
ing t~e Lebanese Government, was put down by army 
troops and the police after a day of intermittent 
street fighting. one of the three US libraries in 
the capital was sacked and ~urned, and a major pipe­
line of the IPC was cut. A state of alert, one step 
tram martial law, was decreed and a curfew imposed 
in Beirut. Tripoli was reported still in a state 
ot siege, with f1ghj;1!:!S going on between 1nsul•rect1on-
1Sts and the army. "''he Cairo and Damascus ~·t.::!1os 
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were on the air all day, urging the Lebanese to 
overthrow their government. 

!!!· 13 May 58, 1:1. 

The Arab Union of Iraq and Jordan was tomally 
established. 

!!!!• 13 May 58, 4:5. 

At a meeting in BeirUt during the morning with the 
US, British, and French Ambassadors, President 
Chamoun described the situation in Lebanon as "very 
grave,• although not yet desperate, and requested 
each Ambassador to forward an oral message to his 
Chief ot State recalling the guarantees given to 
Lebanon regarding the maintenance or its integrity 
and independence. The Ambassadors should stress the 
possibility or a need tor armed intervention within 
24 hours of an appeal by the President or Government 
ot Lebanon. Chamoun had not yet decided to ask for 
foreign troops, but would probably make his decision 
within the next 24 hours. All. three Ambassadors 
suggested to Chamoun that an appeal to the UN 
Security Council be made simultaneously with any 
request tor tripartite intervention.- · 

· ~ Msg, Beirut to SeoState, :;826, 13 May 58, 
OCJCS tiles. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut warned the State Depart­
ment that, it the US intervened to maintain the 
integrity and independence ot LebanOn, it would be 
a •cap:l.tal polltical mistake" to support a second 
term or ottice tor President Chamoun,. Such support 
would provide grounds tor cbargea that: Western 
•imperiallst" powers were intervening in local 
poll tics against what would be presented as the. "will 
ot the people." 

(~ Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 3832, 13 May 58, 
OCJCS tiles, 

13 May 58 Secretary or State Dulles author:l.zsd the US 
Ambassador in Beirut to inform Pree:l.dent Chamoun 

W Z!J ... Aa:;• 

that a request for Western mil:l.tary aae:l.stapce should 
be made only under the moat compelling necessity, 
where the integrity or Lebanon was genuinely 
threatened and where its own forces were insufficient 
tor protection. Nevertheless, upon request from the 
President and Government of Lebanon, the US would 
send combat forces to that country with the dual 
mission ot protecting US nationals and propertr, and 
ot assiSting Lebanon "in ite mil:l.tary· program.' To 
meet US constitutional requirements the Lebanese 
request should be made in terms or th:l.s mission and 

. not as an appeal under the American Doctrine, since 
President Eisenhower was not authorized to send 
troops with an avowed purpose of fighting for 
Lebanon's independence unless there was armed 
aggression from a country controlled by International 
Communism. In practice, however, the presence of 
US troops would tree Lebanese forces from guard 
duties, and the exer~ise of the right of se1t-defense 
might further engagtJ1Js forces in operation~> againat 
the rebels. 
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13 May 58 

The US Government stated three further con­
ditions regarding the circumstances under which 
Lebanon might ask for intervention: (1) at. least 
concurrently with any public request to the US, 
Lebanon would complain to the UN Security Council 
about outside interference in its internal affairs; 
(2) some Arab states would publicly support the 
Lebanese appeals to both the US and the Security 
Council; and (3) Chamoun would not push his candidacy 
for re-election should this appear to divide. seriously 
the support necessary to preserve the integrity and 
Western orientation of Lebanon. 

The US Ambassador was informed that the US and 
UK, worle1ng in concert, believed that French partici­
pation in the. military operations would be "unpro­
ductive," but that the French Ambassador in Beirut 
might be informed of the above. 

£.ilr) Mag, Seas tate to Beirut, 4271, 13 Mar 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

Wishing to be certain that the Lebanese situation 
was truly understood, the US Ambassador in Beirut 
emphasized the following pointe: (1) Chamoun had 
been legally elected President of Lebanon, and his 
term did not expire until 23 September 58; (2) Chamoun 
had not been charged, even by hie most bitter 
political o~ponents, with any crimea· or misdemeanors 
i~office; {3) the extreme opposition demand that 
he resign "instantly" had no legal basis. Ch&moun 
had made no public statement regarding his intention 
to seek to amend the constitution to permit his 
re-election; (4) therefore, the call of the opposition 
tor a· general strilce and resistance to Lebanese law 
enforcement agencies was outright "sedition and 
rebellion." 

, ~) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3840, 13 May 58, 
DA IN 115907-C (14 May 58); 

Ambassador McClintock reported indications that 
pro-Chamoun supporters had begun to falter because 
ot their belief that the Lebanese Army would not 
decisively control the security situation. It was 
felt the only solution was to 'form a new cabinet 
with Gen Chehab as Prime Minister. Chamoun was 
said to have agreed tentatively to this plan, but 
Chehab was willing to accept the position only if 
the general strilee and armed disobedience ceased 
and providing he had complete support from Parlia­
ment. An opposition Sf,Okesman, however, had told 
the Ambassador it was 'too late" for any scheme that 
retained Chamoun in office. Opposition forces would 
accept nothing lees than Chamoun•s "immediate 
resignation," with Chehab to be Prime Minister­
President of a "national goverrment." 

fe1 Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3847, 13 May 58, 
DA IN'll602B {14 May 58). 

The State Department authorized Ambassador 
McClintock to evacuaie h1mBelf, US government 
employees, and their dependents from Lebanon when­
ever he determined it was necessary. He was 1.nformed 
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13 May 58 

13 May 58 

13 May 58 

14 May 58 

that the US Navy had ordered two destroyers to 
proceed to a position six hours from Beirut, with an 
estimated arrival 132100Z, These ships were to be 
used !'or evacuation only if commercial means were 
not available, 

~) Msg, SecState to Beirut 4259, 13 May 58. 
~ Meg( SecState to Beirut, 4274, 13 May 58, DA IN 
115928 14 May 58), 

The US Embassy in Beirut was instructed to ·infonn 
the Government of Lebanon that internal security 
equipment would arrive by air within the next few 
d&JB and 18 tanks in approximately two weeks, 

t-al Meg, Secstate to Beirut, 4273, 13 May 58, 
DA IN 115933 (14 May 58), 

CNO directed CINCNELM to sail amphibious forces 
with both Marine battalions toward the Eastern 
Mediterranean as soon as practicable, without 
publiC?!~¥· 

1,.!J1a1 Msg, CNO to CINCNELM, 24953, 132307Z May 
sa, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

In a conversation with US Ambassador McClintock 
during the evening, Oen Chehab said the situation 
in Lebanon 1·ras under control, although the Anny was 
stretched to its utmost. He stated that he had told 
President Chsmoun he could not guarantee the loyalty 
ot the Moslem elements of the Army in the event of 
Western intervention, Later, McClintock saw Chamoun, 
who seemed more relaxed and confident than earlier 
in the day and who now said he did not think it would 
be necessary to send tor foreign tro~ps. 

·~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3663, 14 May. 58. 
OCJCS files. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik, at a news conference, 
accused the UAR of being directly responsible for 
''massive interference" in his country, He cited a 
number of incidents as evidence of UAR responsibility 
for the Lebanese revolt. Lebanon, he said, had 
sent a note of protest to the UAR, Fighting 
continued throughout the country, and parts or 
northern Lebanon were reported to be in rebel hands. 

~. 14 May 58, 1:4. ' 

US Ambassador McClintock presented in detail to 
President Chamoun the US Government's answer to the 
Lebanese President 1s· appeal or the previous day (see 
relevant items of 13 May). Chsmoun expressed the 
hope he would not need foreign aid, but thanked 
McClintock for this immediate and impressive mani­
festation of us· support, He agreed with the US 
reeervation concerning French participation, doubted 
that France would be in a position to send troops 
anyway, and explained he had felt it necessary to 
include Prance in his appeal since Prance had given 
guarantees to Lebanon, Chamoun also left no doubt 
that he tully understood the US stipulation that he 
would not push hia-~andidacy tor re-election if this 
cours~ ~epeared dangerous to Lebanese stability. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3869, 14 May 58, 

OCJCS files. 
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14 May 58 

14 May 58 
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Confirming a telephone call to CD!CNEUI b:[ Vice Adm 
R, :S:. L1 bby, Deputy CNO (Plans and Policy) , JCS 
directed Adm Holloway to note the recent State 
Department message to the US Dnbassy, Beirut (see 
item or 13 May 1958), and to act in general con­
sonance with the contingency plan tor US-UK military 
action in Jordan and/or Lebanon. Adm Libby's call, 
the JCS message, and a subsequent CNO message con­
et1tuted authority tor CD!CNEIM to ·engage in com­
bined planning with the British, 

. (.i'S1 Meg, JOS to CD!CNElM, JOS 941734 141200Z 
~ 58 1 come-back COpY in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
eeo l, See also ~) "Slmlll&l'Y of U.S.-U.K. Combined 
Planning with Respect to Lebanon," :s:ncl to (TS) 
DM-162-58, D/JS to oen warren, orr Dep seeDer, 
•us-UK Combined Planning in Connection with the 
Situation in .Lebanon," 19 May 58, same tile. (.!rSJ 
Mag, CNO to CmcNBIM, 25022, 141537Z May 58. 

The JOS informed USCD!CEUR, CD!CLANT, and CD!CNELM 
that in view or the internal Bituati·on in Lebanon, 
President Chamoun might soon request US assistance. 
These commands, accordinglY, were directed to take 
appropriate precautionary steps in order to be able 
to implement on short notice the plan for US milita~; 
aotion in Jordan and/or Lebanon • 

. ·· . .£.!fe1 Meg JOS to uscmcEUR, et al, JCS 941732, 
l41516Z May 5~, CCS 381 Lebanon (;:1J=5~) sec 1. 

The Joint Chiefs of Starr informed CD!CNELM or the 
British view that combined forces used in a Lebanon 
operation should be under US coamand~ and that US 
forces should precede British forces into Lebanon. 
These two points were agreeable to the state Depart­
ment and the JCS. 

(Rs1 Meg~_ JCS to CD!CNBlM, JCS 941872, 142228Z 
May 58, ccs 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec l. 

The US Ambassador to Lebanon cabled that in view 
ot the worsening situation in Tripoli, he was advis­
ing Americans there to evacuate to Beirut. The 
British were taking similar action, and both 
Embassies were attempting to arrange the evacuation 
in a manner to avoid creation of panic among Lebanese 
Chrj.stians in North Lebanon, 
~ Meg, Beirut to SecState, 3875, 14 May 58, 

Dll IN ll6o67. 

The French Charge in Washington expressed to 
Assistant Secretary or State Rountree his Government's 
determination to participate in any intervention 
in Lebanon, whatever the risks, Rountree emphasized 
the dangers of putting French troops into Lebanon 
and indicated strong US opposition to.French partici-
pation. · 
~ Meg, SecState to Beirut, 4298, 14 May 58, 

OCJCS tiles, 

The US Government amiounced that it was doubling 
the strength or the Marine force with the Sixth 
Fleet and that a shipment of police equipment was 
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being airlifted to Lebanon. The State Department 
issued a statement o!' encouragement to the Lebanese 
Government, but President Eisenhower, at his press 
conference, re!'used to comment on the situation. In 
Lebanon itself, the situation was reported as 
improving, despite continuing agitation. by Cairo 
and Damascus radios and repeated demands !'or the 

. Lebanese opposition that Chamoun resign immediately, 
NYT, 15 May 58, 1:2-3, 14al-3, 

The Government o!' the UAR in Cairo retused to accept 
the Lebanese note o!' protest that charged the UAR 
nth "massive interference" in Lebanon, 

NYT, 15 May 58, 5:4. ' ·-
The US Embassy in Baghdad reported that Prime 
Minister Jamali had sent a message to Lebanon 
pledging Iraq's willingness to assist the Lebanese 
Government in any ~lay considered feasible in the 
present crisis, and encouraging that government to 
resist to the utmost the "aggression being undertaken 
by forces o!' Nasserism and Communism.• 

· ~ Mag, Baghdad to secstate, 1870, 15 May 58, 
DA IN 116320, . · . . , 

Lebanese Poreign Minister Malik gave the US 
Ambassador an urgent message !'rom Chamoun. Excited 
by reports of alleged Syrian troop movements acrose 
the border, Chsmoun wanted the US to know that he 
might need armed help "not in 72 hours or 48 hours 
or 24 hours but in 6 hours." Ambassador McClintock 
attempted to calm Malik and stressed the need to 
verify \ihat appeared to be rather vague and 
unreliable intelligence reports. Reporting to the 
State Department, McClintock noted that he had 
informed Chamoun on 14 May o!' the presence of US 
destroyers six hours !'ram Beirut (see item of 13 May), 
which, the Ambassador suggested, might have accounted 
for Chamoun•s six-hour time limit, 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 39o6, 15 May 58, 

OCJCS files, 

As authorized by the State Department, Ambassador 
McClintock told Gen Chehab that the highest 
authorities in the US Government were impressed with 
.th11 manner in which the General was handling a 
difficult situation, and that they had sent him their 
beet wishes for success, This greatly pleased Chehab. 

~) Mag, secstate to Beirut, 4292, 14 May 58; 
t9t Meg, Beirut to SecState, 3941, 16 May 58. Both 
in" OCJCS files. 

CINCNEUI informed JCS that two amphibious groups, 
each carrying a Marine BLT, had sailed for the 
Eastern Mediterranean, with the first echelon 
expected to arrive in an area about 60 miles west 
ot Beirut at l90900Z May, and the last echelon at 
211900Z May. Task Perce 60 would leave at high 
speed at 160700Z May~o conduct exercises in the 
Ionian Sea, Prelimitmry start level planning talks 
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16 May 58 

were held witq the British on 15 May. They were 
progressing smoothly and would be continued on 
16 MBY in hopes of completing a draft outline plan 
as quickly as possible. · 
~ Mag, CINCNELM to JCS, 4232, 152226Z May 

58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58} sec 1. 

King Hussein advised the US Ambassador in Jordan 
that he intended to consult with Iraq on joint 
intervention should the UAR take open military 
action in Lebanon. He requested that the US urge 
Chamoun to appeal to the UN Security Council 
immediately, betore the situation deteriorated to a 
point where outside intervention was the only course 
lett ~~-~reserve Lebanon, 
~ Meg, Amman to SecState, 1943, 15 May 58. 

In a conversation during the morning with US 
Ambassador McCl1ntoclt, Gen Chehab expressed his 
contempt for Lebanese politicians on both aides, 
but stated his fear that, unless the fighting ended, 
there was great danger of open Moslem-Christian 
strife. He, himself, retused to head the government, 
end would stand by Chamoun until the end of his 
legal term of office, but not beyond that time. 
Chehab still believed a facesaving solution was 
possible (presmnably without intervention), if 
Chamoun would give guarantees to all elements in 
Lebanon or his intention not to succeed himself. He 
·felt that the three western Ambassadors should 
immediately impress upon Chamoun the need for these 
guarantees, · 

~} Mag, Beirut to SecState, 3937, 16 May 58, 
OCJCS · files. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut, on his own initiative, 
emphasized to President Chsmoun the importance of 
Chamoun•s issuing a statement that he d~d not seek 
re-election. The President made no comment except 
to thank him. 

(~) Mag, Beirut to SeoState, 3949, 16 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

In response to a query from CINCSPECOMME, JCS 
informed Adm Holloway that the State Department had 
been requested.to secure overflight and staging 
rights from Turkey, Libya, France, Italy, and Greece. 
The Department, however, was reluctant to approach 
these Governments until the decision was made to 
intervene in Lebanon, In the absence of such rights, 
CINCSPECOMME was nevertheless to proceed, ignoring 
the legal question to the extent required to execute 
his plan, 

~) Mag JCS to CINCSPECOMME, JCS 941355, 
161708Z May 5~. ~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to JCS, 
4196, 152036Z May 58. · Both in CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58} sec 1. 

---
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16 May 58 

Air Marshal Si~William Dickson, Chairman of the 
British Chiefs of Staff, informed General Twining 
or the great satisfaction in London with Admiral 
Holloway's cooperation and the progress of US-UK 
planning. With regard to the immediate situation, 
he expressed the anxiety of the British Government 
over the fact that, until the US amphibious force 
then moving east in the Mediterranean actually 
reached the Levant, effective assistance could not 
reach Lebanon in lese than 48 hours if called for. 
Dickson suggested advancing the readiness of US 
and British forces to be flown into Lebanon, urging 
particularly that consideration be given to bring­
ing US forces in Germany to an immediate state or 
alan. · 
~ Mag, Ministcy of Defense, London, to BJSM, 

washington, WPD 42, 161810Z May 58, partial copy in 
ccs 381 Lebanon (5·13-58) sec 1. 
The JCS directed USCINCEUR and CntCNEIM to bring 
one battle group and the necessary airlift for it 
to-·a state of readiness· to permit arrival on 
Lebanese airfields.within 24 hours·or an execution 
order,· assuming such airfields were safely held by 
the Lebanese Army. JCS assumed that uscmCEUR and 
CINCNELM would arrange for fighter cover. British 
troops on Cyprus were being brought to the same 
state o~ readiness. 

. (.21 Mag, JCS to USCntCEUR, CntCNELM, JCS 
941927, 16222qz May 58, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 1. 

CINCSPECOMME submitted outline plan BLUE BAT, the 
US·UK plan for combined military intervention in 
Lebanon, to the JCS. The plan had been given general 
approval by the British Chiefs of Staff. In 
substance, BLUE BAT provided for Adm Holloway to 
command the combined US-UK forces as CINCAMBRITFOR, 
with other US officers commanding US-UK land, air, 
and naval forces, in an intervention to support a 
friendly Lebanese Government or, if necessary, to 
re-establish its authority; the forcee would assist 
in the maintenance of order and protect US-UK 
nationals and interests. The operation would 
include two US airborne battle groups, two US 
Marine BLT's, and a British infantry brigade group, 
supported by US-UK naval and air forces, with us 
forces being committed first. The initial 
objective of the operation was the Beirut area, 
after which operations would be expanded to include 
other essential areas. · , 

Ul8t Mag~ CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 4650, 162001Z 
May 58, CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

The JCS held a meeting_with State Department 
representatives to discuss the latest political 
and military information regarding possible 
intervention in Lebanon. It was believed that 
Jordan, Iraq, and ~Y were all willing to give 
open assistance if the US-UK intervention in Lebanon 
occurred. 
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16 May 58 

16 May 58 

~ unsigned Memo for Record, "Executive 
Session or th~ JCS with the State Department on 
16 May 1958," 19 May 58, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec l. 

In response to NSC Action 1875 (see item of 13 March 
58), the Joint Chiefs of Staff subnitted their views 
to the Secretary of Defense concerning possible US 
actions in support of pro-western nations in the 
Middle East. Thsy noted that plana had already 
been prepared for possible military intervention in 
the area, including specifically the deployment or 
US · t'orces to Jordan, Lebanon, or Saudi Arabia. They 

.emphasized, however, that it' the long-range us 
obJectives in the Middle East were to be achieved 
without resort to force, bold pol1t1cal action and 
caret'ully planned economic measures were necessary. 
Accordingly the Joint Chief's or Starr renewed their 
earlier recommendation (see item or 4 December 57) 
that three steps be taken to resolve the basic 
Arab-Israeli problem: agreement on t'1Xed boundaries 
for Israel, establishment of a reasonable guarantee 
that Israel would not thereat'ter expand territorially, 
and solution of the refugee problem. 

In the politico-military realm, the JCS 
recommended that the US Government consider seeking 
an invitation to provide additional support to the 
UN. Emergency Force in order to broaden its mission 
in maintaining the Arab-Israeli armistice. The us 
might also take measures to make affiliation with, 
or support or, the Arab Union more attractive to 
Saudi Arabia. PUrely military actions that JCS 
recommended the Department or Defense propose to the 
State Department included the following: ll) provide 
Iraq with one or two squadrons of tighter/bomber 
aircraft, as previously recommended; (2) improve 
existing limited early warning and air control 
radar ca~abilities of the countries under considera­
tion; (3) expand the HAAG in Iraq to deal with Arab 
Union matters; (4) assist the Arab Union and Saudi 
Arabia in developing a greater capability tor 
coordinated internal securit¥ by giving military aid 
and training support; and (5) establish a small 
training mission in Lebanon. 

· on 1 JUly 1958 the Assistant Secretary or 
Det'ense (ISA) informed JCS that all the above 
l'ecamnended military actions had been approved; 
some had been implemented in part while others 
found to be politically infeasible at present would 
remain under active consideration • 

.(.e1 Memo, CJCS to SeeDer, "pOssible tJ .s. 
Actions in Supp,ort or Pro-western Nations in the 
Near East ~.' 16 Mai 5~, ccs 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) 
sec 70, derived from ~ JCS 1887/452, seme file, 
sec 69 • ~) N/H of JCS 1887/452, 8 JUl 58. 

In a public address upon his return to Cairo from 
the USSR, Nasser charged that Lebanon was attempting 
to turn its "purely domestic dispute" into an inter­
national incident w~th the UAR, in order to invoke 
foreign assistance.- He asserted that the UAR had 
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17 May 58 

17 May 58 

17 May 58 

17 May 58 

17 May 58 

r ' 

no part in th~ dispute and had no intention of 
interfering in Lebanese internal affairs, but would 
not accept other foreign interference. 

~) Msg, cairo to seoState, 3oo8, 17·May 58, 
DA IN 117303 (18 May 58). .·· 

At a Saturday morning meeting, the Joint Chiefs or 
starr approved plan BLOB BAT as sutmitted by 
CINCSPECOMMB on 16 May. Notification or this action 
was sent to CINCSPECOMMB at~l616Z. 

(.fs) "S1.1111111al'Y or tr.s.-u;x. Ccab1ned Planning 
with Respect to Lebanon," enol to·(TS) DM-162-58, 
D/JS to Gen Warren, Ott Dep SeoDet, "US-UK Combined 
Planning in Connection with the Situation in 
Lebanon," 19 Mq 58. (.:11!') Mag, JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, 
JCs 941935, 171616z May sa._ Bo. th 1n ccs 381 
Lebanon (5-13-58) seo 1. ··:-·.:-- ·· 

.-- - "'4-b~~ ~ -

The Joint Chiefs ot Statt disapproved a proposal 
by Adm Holloway to turn1sh plan BLOB BAT to the US 
and British Ambassadors in:Beirut, to be held by 
them until en actual operation was directed and then 
passed to the senior friendly Lebanese military 
OCIIDB.Ilder. The JCS directed that information given 
to the Ambassadors be restricted to the broad 
outlines necessary to facilitate execution of the 
plan. --~r ::.' ·· 

:-- ·· f'l'S) Msg JCS to CINCNELM, JCS 941930, 
~71533Z May 5~. ~ Meg, CINCNBUI to JCS, 4592 
162051Z May 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-5~) 
sec l. · ·-·-· ,J),;;li:,:.'-

. __ .,_:-, -~·-..:-~~--~ -

CINCUSAFE informed CSAP ttult • to satiety the airlift 
requirements tor BLOB BAT, he· would need en 
additional 26 C-l24 1 e to deploy the entire airborne 
battle force in 24 hours, or-12 C-124•s to deploy 
it in 72 hours. With no augmentation, a total or 
five or six days would be required. Less then two 
hours later, USAP directed COMMATS to deploy 
immediately 26 C-124 aircraft to bases in Europe. 

~.Meg CDICUSAFB to CSAF, ODC 8 RM 975, 
171616Z May 5~, DA IN 117124; ~ Msg, USAF to 
COMMATS, TS 9720, l71752Z May 58. Both in CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 

In identical communications--to the US and UK, the 
Government of Pakistan voiced its concern over the 
situation in Lebanon and expressed the hope that 
the lawtul Government or Lebanon would receive 
necessary assistance. ·''· 

~ Msg, Karachi to SeoState, 2882, 17 May 58. 

The Department of State issued a statement confirming 
reports that consideration was being given to the 
sending or US troops to Lebanon to protect American 
lives and property if the Lebanese security forces 
were unable to do eo and it the President of Lebanon 
requested the US troops. In another statement, the 
Department said tha~ planned arms shipments to 
Lebanon, augmented·-4.1f sane oases, were being speeded 
up, so that the Lebanese Government could d~tend the 
territorial integrity and independence of Lebanon. 

~· 18 May sa, 1:4. 
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18 May 58 

19 May 58 

19 May 58 

19 May 58 

The Soviet Government, through its official news 
agency, accused the US of hatching a new plot in 
the Middle East by interfering in the internal 
attairs of Lebanon. The Soviet statement said that 
the US Sixth Fleet had received urgent orders to 
support the political maneuvers or certain Western 
Embassies in Lebanon, and warned that these Western 
activities would lead to "serious" consequences for 
Lebanon and the Middle East. 

!!!• 19 May sa, 8:3. 

Secretary Dulles and his advisers met with JCS, OSD, 
and CIA representatives to disouas the necessity of 
tinding a solution to Lebanon's internal political 
problema without intervention and or lessening the 
Br1tish "enthusiaem" for immediate military action. 
Intervention would put the US in the position of 
supporting Chamoun 1 s continuance in ottice against 
the terms of the Lebanese constitution and possibly 
without Lebanese Army support. It was agreed that 
the State Department should endeavor to discourage 
the presentation of a Lebanese complaint to the UN 
Security council, since disadvantages of a UN 
presentation seemed to outweigh the advantages. The 
group also concluded that, since the Lebanese Army 
apparently had the situation in that country under 
control, the US should de-emphasize the prospect of 
military action and play down military preparations, 
but in view of the "great explosive potentialities" 
in Lebanon, the readinsss of US forces must be 
maintained. Meanwhile, etrorts should be made to 
induce Chamoun to find a solution to Lebanese 
internal political problems on his own. It was 
mentioned that messages instructing the appropriate 
US Ambassadors to reqUest overt'light and staging 
rights had been prepared, for dispatch when an 
actual decision to intervene occurred. 
~ Memo, Col D. J. Decker, JMKPC, to Adm 

Burke, "Meeting at Department of State, 1115 Monday, 
19 May 1958," 19 May 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 1. 

CINCNELM reported that the Sixth Fleet was now well 
into the Eastern Mediterranean. The carrier 
Striking Force would be held approximately 12 hours 
steaming time from a position to support a landing 
in Lebanon, and amphibious forces would be approxi­
matel¥_~2 hours from Beirut. 

~) Meg, CINCNELM to CNO, 5513, 191641Z May 58. 

The JCS informed CINCSPECOMMS that, in view of the 
possible international repercussions, it was pre­
ferable that he remain in LOndon rather than board 
his flagship, unless, in his opinion, the situation 
reqUired his presence. 

(~ Msg JCS to CINCSPECOMMS, JCS 941961, 
191732Z May 5~. CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 1. 
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19 May 58 The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that his 
British and French colleagues-said their Governments 
were separately sending small amounts of automatic 
weapons for use by Lebanese security forces. The 
Ambassador also noted that the recent US shipment 
or five plane-loads of police equipment had very 
much gratified the commandant of the Lebanese 
gendarmes. · Gen Chehab, with more trained pilots 
than aircraft, had asked the UK for three Vampires. 
The Ambassador learned the following day that the 
British had decided to provide four Vampire jets, 

· probably to arrive on 22 May, 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4o28, 19 May 58; 

~ Meg, Beirut to SecState, 4o43, 20 May 58. BOth 
in OCJCS files. 

19 Mar 58 The State Department instructed the US Ambassador in 
Lebanon to make clear to Chsmoun that if he reached 
the point or requesting US-UK military intervention, 
the US would strongly object to French participation 
in the operation. The Ambassador was to ask Chamoun 
to restrict any approach to the French to a request 
for other forma or assistance, specifically excluding 
prenoh.ermed forces. 

~) Mag, SeoState to Beirut, 4390, 18 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

19 May 58 The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut to raise the question with Chsmoun of broaden­
ing his Government as one means of averting civil 
warjn Lebanon. If Chamoun replied that this was 
impOssible without his renouncing a second term, the 
Ambassador was to emphasize the importance or insur­
ing the continuous existence.or a genuinely 
independent Lebanon and the continuation or pro­
Western policies. This approach had been agreed to 
by the British and French. 

~) Mag, SecState to Beirut, 44oo, 19 May 58. 
OCJCS files. · 

19 May 58 The French Ambassador in Beirut told ,his US and 
British colleagues that the right-wing Christian, 
pro-Chamoun Phalangist Party had requested France to 
provide it with arms and demolition experts and to 
ask the Government of Israel to undertake diversion­
ary measures, presumably against Syria. Paris was 
willing only to supply arms and had given Ambassador 

·Roche discretionary power in.the matter. The US 
and British Ambassadors both argued strongly against 
the provision of arms to any but duly constituted 
Lebanese Government security forces. 

20 May 58 

~) Meg, Beirut to SeoState, 4046, 20 May 58, 
OCJCS files. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that the 
Government or Lebanon had decided to submit Lebanon's 
case to the UN Security Council, and on the following 
morning had agreed to lodge a complaint with the 
Council or the Arab League as well. 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 4o84, 21 May 58. 
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20 May 58 

22 May 58 

22 May 58 

23 May 58 

23 May 58 

In a press conference discussion of the application 
of .the American Doctrine to the situation in Lebano, .. 
Secretary Dullea pointed out that the authority of 
the Doctrine was not limited to cases in which 
international Communism was involved. He noted 
that the Mansfield amendment, added by Congress to 
the Administration's original version of the Doctrine, 
declared the independence and integrity of the Middle 
Bast nations to be vital to peace and the national 
interest of the US, and that this was "certainly 
a mandate to do something it we think that our peace 
and vital interests are endangered trom any quarter." 
Questioned turther, he declined to say categorically 
that this provision gave the Administration clear 
authority to go to the detense of an independent 
countr'J without turther recourse to Congress. 

Dept of State Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 989 
(9 Jun 58), pp. 945-946, 949. 

The Lebanese Government lodged a formal complaint 
with t~e UN Security council, charging the United 
Arab Republic with endange~ing peace in the Middle 
Bast by intertering in Lebanon's internal affairs. 
According to the complaint, the United Arab Republic 
was responsible for the in~iltration of armed bands 
frcm Syria into Lebanon and for supplying anna to 
individuals in rebellion against the legal govern­
ment or Lebanon. 

NYT, 23 May 58, 1:2. 

CINCSPECOMME, pointing out that the SiXth Fleet, Hith 
Marines, was scheduled to remain within 12 hours of 
Lebanon, recommended that the BLUE BAT alert status 
or the Army battle group and its airlift--permitting 
deployment from Europe to the objective area within 
24 hours--be changed to one permitting deployment 
within 48 hours. He added; however, that the 
additional C-l24 1 s flown to Europe for BLUE BAT 
should be retained there until the Lebanese 
situation eased. 

(~ Msg~ CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6537, 22l65lZ 
May 58, COS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

In response to CINCSPECOMME's recommendation of the· 
previous day, the JCS approved reduction of the 
alert status for BLUE BAT of the Army battle group 
and its airlift to permit arrival in the target 
area within 48 hours instead or the previously 
directed 24 hours. The JCS also indicated the air­
lift augmentation stationed in Europe might be 
reduced. 

(~) Meg, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al., JCS 
942263, 23l509Z May 58, CCS 381 teeanon (5-13-58) 
sec 2. 

The State Department informed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut that it shared hie concern over the likeli­
hood that the political initiative in Lebanon might 
pass to the opposition, and that, when this occurred, 
Chamoun might seek tOreign intervention as his 
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"trump card.", The Department directed the 
Ambassador to reiterate to Chamoun the conditions 
necessary for US intervention, emphasizing that 
Western forces should be requested only under the 
most compelling necessity. Under no circmnstances 
would US forces intervene where Lebanese forces 
were unwilling to fight. Chamoun, directed the 
Department, should be disabused of any idea that 
he could refrain from decisive action to solve the 
Lebanese political problem because he felt he could 
count on foreign forces to back him against· domestic 
opposition. 
~ Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 4482, 23 May 58, 

OCJCS files. 

23 May 58 Less than 72 hours after a Lebanese request to US 
officials for mortar ammunition, 1,000 rounds each 
fol" 60-111111 and 81-mm mortars reached Beirut. The 
speedy delivery was greatly appreciated by Lebanese 
securit¥ officials. 

(.Q.) Mag, USARMA Beirut to DEPTAR, CX 97, 23 
M~ 5S, DA IN 119205 (24 May 57) 1 JMEPG Lebanon 

27 May 5.8 

27 May 58 

27 May 58 

27 May 58 

::Mag Pile. 

USCINCEUR reported to JCS that, in l"BBponse to the 
JCS directive reducing the BLUE BAT alert status of 
the Army battle group and its airlift (see item or 
23 May 1958), USAF had indicated its desire to 
withdraw the MATS augmentation aircraft from Europe. 
USCINCEUR believed that these aircraft were still 
necessary for the execution or his mission, and he 
rec0111111ended that they be retained in his theater 
until the alert status was further reduced to 72 
hours or more. The Joint Chiefs or Starr disapproved 
this recommendation the following day. 

~) Meg, USCINCEUR to JCS EC 9-2778, 271658Z 
May 58, DA IN 119998 (28 May 581; (~) Msg,JCS to 
USCINCEUR, JCS 9424901 282011Z May 58. Both.in CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

The UN Security council met to take up the Lebanese 
complaint against the United Arab Republic. 
~scussion or this question was postponed, however, 
until conclusion of the Arab League Council's 
consideration or it. See items for 6 June~ 

~~ 28 May 58, 10:2. 

Pl"Bmier Semi Solh of Lebanon, in a national broad­
cast from Beirut, stated that his Government did 
not intend to amend the Constitution to permit 
re-election of the President and that President 
Chamoun had never approached the Premier on this 
question. However, he did not say categorically 
that Chamoun would not seek a second term. 

NYT, 28 May 58, 8:4. 

CINCNELM reported that a squadron of the Iraqi 
Air Force and approXimately 1,500 Iraqi Army troops 
had arl"ived in the Amman area in mid-May to 
participate in th~·eerdan Army Day Parade on 25 May. 
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28 May 58 

29 May 58 

30 May 58 

30 May 58 

2 Jun 58 

The withdrawal.of some 3,000 saudi Arabian Army 
troops from Jordan was completed on 20 May. 
~ Msg, CINCNELM to DNI, et al., 8234/8186, 

2717o6Z. May 58. -- . 

A US Navy vessel bearing 18 American tanks, with 
ammunition, arrived at the port of Beirut and began 
unloading. The Lebanese Army took direct delivery 
frOIII shipside. 

~Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4310, 28 May 58, 
DA IN 120476 (29 May 58). 

The US Government recognized the establishment of 
the Arab Union of Iraq and Jordan. 

Dept of State BUlletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 990 
(16 Jun 58), p. 992. 

Ambassador McClintock reported that the Lebanese 
political impasse continued, but efforts were being 
made to find a compromise solution, mostly centered 
around Chehab becoming Prime Minister. Since Prime 
Minister Solh 1s declaration two days earlier that 
his government would not sponsor Chsmoun 1 s 
re-election, demands that 0hsmoun resign immediately 
were less strong except among extreme oppositionists. 

fa1 Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4333, 29 May 58, 
DA IN 121044 (31 May 58). 

The Patriarch of the Maronite Catholic Church in 
Lebanon stated at an unusual press conference that 
he feared the situation in Lebanon had become too 
grave for compromise, and suggested that the time 
would soon come for President Chamoun to "take a 
trip." He had previously proposed that Chamoun be 
permitted to serve out his term as President after 
turning over actual control of the Government to 
Gen Chehab, the Commander of the Lebanese armed 
forces. 

~. 31 May 58, 1:6, 5:1. 

The US Air Attacl1e in Ankara reported that the 
TUrks continued to be deeply concerned over the 
crisis in Lebanon and were seeking every opportunity 
to lend support to Chamoun. en 23 May, according 
to Foreign Minister Zorlu, the TUrks had begun an 
airlift to Lebanon of 1,000 submachine guns and 
amnunition • 

.fe't Msg, USA:mA Ankara to CSAF, 300845Z May 58, 
CAP IN 89322 (31 May 58). 

The US Ambassador in Beirut described the current 
situation in Lebanon as a precarious lull brought 
on by a military and political stalemate. There 
were indications of a steady build up of anti­
government irregulars but no evidence that any 
centralized rebel command organization existed. 
The main political issue was quieted for the moment 
by the fact that the regular Parliamentary session 
had concluded without considering a constitutional 
amendment to pennit~hamoun•s re-election. P. 
special session would be called later to elect a 
new President. 
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~ Meg, Beirut to Secstate, 4393, l Jun 58, 
DA IN 121474 (3 J\.ln 58), ViS1 Msg, Beirut to 
SecState, 4404, 2 J\.ln 58. 

3 J\.ln 58 The US Ambassador in Iraq transmitted a formal 
Arab Union representation regarding the Lebanese 

5 JUn 

;: s1.tuation. The Arab Ul'lion Government believed the 
time had come for the American Doctrine to be 

,.,''invoked and the insurrection to be quelled by us 
and British forces as the only way to save Lebanon. 

, .... ..:· -ja) MBg, Baghdad to Amman, 1999, 4 J\.ln 58. 
~t,l<_cc · . 

58 I-
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US intervention could Keeilany pro-Waste~ 
government in·office, but it would be difficult to 
create a stable situation not clearly dependent on 
US'forces, A us-supported regime would be widely 
opposed and probably would not long survive the 
withdrawal of Western forces. 

UAR reaction against US intervention would be 
sharp, and would include increased propaganda, con-

- t1nued covert assistance to the Lebanese rebels, and 
probable sabotage against western oil interests. 
The governments of Jordan and Iraq would welcome 
the intervention, but there would be strong adverse 
popular reaction, Saudi Arabia would probably seek 
to avoid involvement, as would Israel. Turkey, Iran, 
and Pakistan would almost certainly support the US 
move, Adverse reaction would be intensified if 
the UK participated in the operation. 

Soviet reaction to US intervention in Lebanon 
wOUld probably be confined to vigorous diplomatic 
and propaganda act'3:on, If the intervention were 
extended to inclu~~ military action on UAR 
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5 JUn 58 

5 JUn 58 

6 JUn 58 

territory, the Soviets would react more strongly, 
poseibly in increasing military assistance and 

· providing "volunteers. 11 It was unlikely, however, 
that the USSR would take any action that it 
estimated w_ould involve serious risk ot general 
_war~ (-') r;-'" 
.-""'"'-:-- ~ "-'-

J~ .ru.-1 sa; 
.,..._. ~---'-==~="'--==~~-

~ ·:"'" 

~-:f 1/ . ~-·An· 
.;·, .... 

. ~,a·•area contlagrat1onM waaUkely within the next 
·· year or· so as the result ot a collapse ot Jordan, 

an.:Israel1 preventative military action, or.a 
resort to force by·Nasser or his opponents. FUrther, 
the situation in Lebanon might develop in a way 

... that would bring tha hostile forces in the Middle 
.-~East into open ·conflict. ·- ·-~'C·,r-J.&t~i'i"~'"''~--- ... .,. 
::~-·...,-:-;.;"~Lebanon the UAR was am1ng and encouraging 
''-the predominantly Moslem opposition to President 
... ~Cbamoun. Should Moslem elements gain the upper hand, 
·-:they would probably not be able to take all ot 

- -.':;.'Lebanon into the UAR, bUt· Moslem parte ot the 
·--~.::country might attempt to secede, wbich would almost 
·_"";certainly precipitate a civil war. Whatever the 

·. iDIDediate outcome ot the Lebanese crisis, however, 
.-.,:;~the. trend. in that country would probably _be in the 

. ·,-direction ot neutralism. · .. -.-·. ·J·%·.~·-c.""'~'""-'· · ___ _. 
. ·:.';,•:.,--- .• ;tn Iraq the conservative anti-Nasser -regime 

· was considered to be in firm control. Although 
., there was opposition and little popular support, 

the government controlled the army and was likely 
to-be able to maintain itself in power tor·the next 
several yprs • 

. t'S) IJ... 
. ( . 

l ___ _ .::ts .run sa . 
_Lebanese Parliamentary Speaker osseiran summoned 
'al1.deputies to convene on 24 JUly to elect a new 

... ·. · P~si~ltMsg, Beirut to Secstate, 4489, 6'~Jiji~~~. 
~.:iE:}l~;;~~t~2~~L~7 ~ .. _s_a> • .. --. ; :; __ ,,_:)~~-f~\HU · .. 

'l'be Joint Chieta ot Statt approved the reoCIIIIIIBnda­
t1on ot Adm Burke that, since the situation in the 

.. Maditerranean had become relatively stable, all 
amphibious forces (and attached units) assigned to 
CINCSPECOMME- in augmentation ot the no~ strength 
ot. the Sixth Fleet should be withdrawn at the 
earliest possible date. CNO was authorized to allow 
CINCNELM to return these augmenting forces at hie 
discretion. Adm Burke indicated that he would 
coordinate with the State and Defense Depar~ta 
before dispatching-the authorizing message to 
CINCNELM. ..;-
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TCW ZCI&T 

6 Jun 58 

~ Memo, Dep Seoy JCS to Control Section, 
JCS Sect, "Navy Purple, Serial 00403P6l--Return 
to the u.s. or the Amphibious Augmentation 
preeently assigned to CINCBPECOMMB l-81," 6 Jun 
58. (-s') Memo, CNO to JCS, "Return io.the U.S. 
of. the Amphibious AUfMentation presently assigned 
to CINCSPECOMME { 8) 1. 6 J'Un 58. Both in CCS 
381 Lebanon (5-13-5~) sec 2. . 

The Arab League council concluded its meetings 
in: Benghazi, Libya, on Lebanon •a complaint of 
interference in Lebanese internal affairs by the 
tJn1ted Arab Republic, without adopting ~ 

·resolution • . ,. m. 1 .run sa, 3:2. 

6 .run 58 Dr; Charles Malik, Foreign Minister of Lebanon, 
opened Lebanon's case against the United Arab 
Republic in an address before the UN Security 
Council. Much or the address dealt With specific 
instances of gun-running, ba~~bings, and 

7 Jun 58 

. :eww-

·.'.~·assassinations inside Lebanon, and press and 
···t<adio propaganda from abroad, ·au ot .. which he 
'cbarged to the united Arab Republic, 'lbese 
activities, he said, constituted "maasive, 
illegal and unprovoked intervention• in Lebanese 
internal affaire and had an· "unmistakable . 
at.--to overthrow the present regime in Lebanon 
and to replace it With one that would be more 
subservient to the will ot the united Arab 
Republic." He requested the Security Council 
to stop the UAR's interference in Lebanon. 

·;· 

.. ~""" 
·.~: 

His chargee were immediately denied. by 
OUr Loutt1 of the united Arab Republic, who 
said that Lebanon 1 a troubles steDIIIed from 
dameetic opposition to President Chamoun and 
were all internal, and that the UAR had not 
intervened in, and had no desire to impair the 
independence or, its sister Arab state. 

The Soviet representative characterized· 
Malik's presentation as •unconvincing," The 
representatives of the us, Britain, and France, 
however 1 appeared to regard Loutfi' a discla1mer 
as insufficient to offset thaevidenoe presented 
by Malik. . '':.:1\Jl:.: 

NYT, 1 .run sa. 1:1. · ·· · 

In a conversation with the us·Ambassador in 
Cairo, Nasser denied that he sought to incorpor­
ate Lebanon in the UAR or dallinate its government. 
All he wanted was a Lebanese government that would 

-39 -­' 

··': 



TIIJ. £33£1: 

not be hostile. He renewed proposals he had 
made earlier for a joint US-UAR approach to the 
Lebanese problem. This would have called for 
Chamoun to finish his term, Chehab to becane 

.. Prima Minister, and amnesty to be offered to 
· Lebanese rebels, with Nasser doing his beet 

to.induce the Lebanese opposition to· accept 
this plan. A US offer to forward these ideas 
to·.Chamoun, without endorsing them, waa 
.viewed by Nasser as being of dubious value, 

·. e1nce Chamoun would not accept them unless 
they had US bacld.ng. He suggested, however,, 

::: ... that tl'le US might offer these ideas as its 
·. ·· om, after which, if Chamoun reacted favorably, 

Naaser.would do all he could to get the Lebanese 
opposition to go along with them. 

· Ambassador Hare concluded that, for reasons 
not clear and probably rather complex, Nasser 

. , ~,desired to liquidate his c0111111 tments 1n Lebanon 
._,.:;;_,:,and bring the crisis there to an end. . . 

9 Jun 58 

'.<:C,. ~) Msg, Cairo to SecStat!'1. 3241, 7 JUn 58. 
_ ... ~ Msg, Cairo to SecState, 321141 8 JUn 58. 

·Daring a White House consultation between President 
:z: Bi.sl!nhower and Prima Minister Macmillan, with 

\,: their advisers, Secretary Dulles stressed the 
''·'objectives of ma1nta1n1Dg a pro-westem govem­

ment in Lebanon and supporting the Arab Union 
· :z: · ot.:·Jordan and Iraq. He· believed that· recent 
. ;:: . Lebanese developments were in a direction. that 

made a need for US-UK intervention lese likely, 
but he wamed that "weare not in the clear yet 
by any means." Armed intervention he described 
aa the lesser of two evils, but still an evil. 

Prime Minister Macmillan thought it would be 
very difficult to keep President Chamoun in 
power for a second term. President Eisenhower 
agreed, saying that to attempt it "would be 
asking for even more rebellion." Regarding the 

•·: possibility of finding a vigorous pro-weetem 
successor to support, a State Department 
official said Gen Chehab wa~prObably the best. 
available prospect. . ···. · · 

~) Memorandum of Conversation, 
MaCmillan Talks, 9 JUn 1958, MOT I«l/3 and 
MOT MC/4, encls to (llS") CM-141-58, 'I,'W1n1.ng 
to Taylor, Burke, White, and Pate, "Eisenhower/ 
MaCmillan Talks, Washington, 9-11 JUne 1958," 
27 JUn 58, Joint Secretariat Control Division 
Hot Box File. 
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9 Jun 58 

10 Jun 58 

10 Jun 58. 

10 Jun 58 

President Eisenhower, Prime Minister Macmillan, and 
their advisers discussed the provision of aircraft 
to Lebanon, Jordan, and Iraq (see 1terna of' 23 and 
30 April 1958). The US representatives restated the 
US intention of purchasing by offshore procurement 
in the ·UK six Hawker Hunter VI aircraft for Lebanon 
and twelve for Jordan. The UK representatives 
indicated that three of these aircraft could be pro­
vided to each of.the two countries within siX weeks 
after receipt of a letter of intent from the US, with 
the balance being provided within eix months. Gen 
Tld.ning stated that every effort would be made to 
provide the letter of intent within a week. It was 
agreed that the RAF would conduct the training of 
Lebanese and Jordanian forces receiving the aircraft. 

' Qen 'l'W1n1ng agreed to have four F86F aircraft flown 
into Iraq, within two weeks, with the balance or 
ll.aircraft (making a full squadron) to be delivered 
within three months. Training in Iraq would be pro-
vided by the US. . 

.(.liS") Asst SecDef (ISA), Memo for Record, "MAP 
Planes for Lebanon Jordan, and Iraq," 10 Jun 58, 
encl to (~ JCS 1~87/463, Note by Secys, same eubJ, 
16:Jun 58, CCS 381 EMMEA (11-19-47) sec 71. 

Lebanese Government forces won a crucial test of 
strength against a larger rebel force under Kamal 
Jumblatt, who had made a surprise attempt to cut the 
Beirut-Damascus road. At the same time, the Govern­
ment defeated an effort by other rebel forces to take 
Tripoli. . . . . .. 

NYT, 11 Jun 58, 3:4; 12 Jun.s8, 4:5. 
:... .. ,.- ,.· 

The US Ambassador in Iraq reported a political crisis 
waa developing because of the Arab Union's financial 
predicament. Prime Minister Nuri had offered his 
resignation to King Faisal, declaring that the Arab 
Union could not stand unless its immediate budgetary 
problem was quickly solved and long-term financial · 
strength was gained by adding Kuwait to the Union. 
The King had told the British Ambassador he reared 
Nuri's resignation would mean the end of the Arab 
Union and in very short order the royal family "would 
find it impossible to carry on aa they would bave 
nothing to offer." Faisal desired that hie view, 
be conveyed to Prime Miniater Macmillan in :lf8all1Dston 
for urgent consideration by him and the Prealdent. 
Tbe US Ambassador concurred in the reaammend&t1ona 
made by his British colleague that the US and UK give 
immedlate assurance of financial assistance to cover 
the AU budget deficit, agree to seek ways or solving 
the long-term financial difficulties confronting the 
Arab Union, and prevail upon Kuwait to Join the Union. 
~ Meg, Baghdad to SecState, 2039, 10 Jun 58. 

Jordanian Prime Minister Rifai told the US A:baasador 
that King Hussein was deeply concerned that Lebanon 
would slip into the UAR orbit if Jordan and Iraq 
d1d not take positill§. action to intervene. The King 
proposed that Iraq ~ Jordan arm selected tribes 
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living along the Syrian border and encourage rai<ls in 
an effort to pin aown UAR security forces. Also he 
ravore<l shutting off roa<l an<1 rail communications 
into Syria in order to squeeze the UAR economically 
and generate discontent among Syrians already 
irritated by UAR controls. So far, however, HUSsein's 
atteupts to arrange discussion of his proposal with 
Iraqi officials had been rebutte<l. 
~ Mag, Amman to Secstate, 2130, 11 Jun 58, 

Dl.IN 123920 (12 Jun 58). 

10 Jun 58 · r:. 

10 Jun 58 c·· J 

~The Lebanese Government's 
request for this assribance ha<l originally been 

. <11rected to King Hussein of Jorclan, who had relaye<l 
:1tcto I~. - ] · 

· ~H- · , 16 Jun 58, 
DA IN 12507tl. . .. 

11 Jun 58 The State Department directed the US Ambaaaa<lor in 
Beirut to inform Chamoun that Nasser had inoUcated 

ll Jun 58 

he might be willing to use his influence to end 
diasi<lence in Lebanon provi<1e<1 it was un<1erstoo<1 that 
Chamoun would finish his term, Chehab would become 
Prime M1ri1ster, an<1 the opposition would be granted 
a~~nesty. The US lias forwarding this to Chamoun as 
&.matter of loyalty to Lebanon, an<1 not because it 
endorse<l or truate<l Nasser's proposal. When informe<l 
ot this proposal, Chamoun replied that he <1istruate<1 
Nasser an<1 was unwilling to <leal with him. 

~) Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 4710, 11 Jun 58; 
~ Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 4629, ll Jun 58. Both 
1n OCJCS files. 

The Joint Chiefs of Stat'.f <lirected CINCNEIM to:.pre­
puoe a contingency plan that would expand CINCSrBOCIIII 
OPLAN 215-58 to previae for implementation ot .. ~~. i . 
Allerican Doctrine in Iraq. . , .:;f.,ll!iil~;,;: .. · 
· 411&) Mag, JCS to CINCNEIM, JCS 943139, ll2031Z 
Jun 58;-derived from~ JCS 1887/458, CCS 381 BMMBA 
(11-19-47) sec 70. · 

ll Jun 58 The UN Security Council, by a vote of 10 to 0 (the 
. USSR abstaining), a<1opte<1 a resolution authorizing 
,the Secretary General to sen<1 a UN observer group 

panrm 

to Lebanon "to ensure that there is ·no illegal 
infiltration of personnel or supply of arms or other 
•teriel across the Lebanese borders." 

Dept of state Bulletin, Vol XXXVIII, No. 994 
(14 Jul 58), p. go. --
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12 Jun 58 

12 Jun 58 

12 Jun 58. 

--.J. 

·w ~~ nn "Jl! eJ ~~- hll (f_ 

UN Secretary General Hammarskjold set up a three-man 
commission to implement the Security Council reso­
lution requiring the sending of an observer group 
to Lebanon. Hammarskjold made clear that the observers 
were "not a police force," like the UN Emergency Force 
on-the border between Egypt and Israel. ,The observers 
would not intervene with direct action; rather, he 
considered that their presence was "essential and 
useful as a contribution to the preventing of possible 
illegal traffic." They would st&¥ within the 
boundaries of Lebanon, would be assisted by field 
agents detached for the purpose from the UN Truce 
Supervision Organization, and would report any 
smuggling of arms or personnel through the UN Secre­
tariat to the Security Council • 

.. .!!!!• 13 Jun 58, 4:1. 

President Eisenhower and Prime Minister Macmillan 
. sent a message to AU Premier Nuri in regard to 
financial support for the Arab Union. On the 
assumption that the Union would become operative on 
1 July 58, the US 11aa prepared to make available up 
to.$25 million for the period 1 July- 3l.March 59, 
which would cover the entire Jordanian share of the 
Union budget and leave an estimated excess of $6.25 
million to be applied to the Iraqi share. The UK 
would contribute up to $4 million to the Union 
budget. 

· ke1 Meg, Secstate to Amman, 2730, and to Baghdad, 
3233, 12 Jun 58. 

In a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense, the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff stated that they had found 
acceptable from the military point of view a draft 
political directive, prepared by the US-UK Working 
Group on the Middle East, to be addressed to appropri­
ate military commanders should the US and UK decide 
to intervene militarily in Lebanon. 

The directive stated that the US and UK were 
entering Lebanon at the request of the Lebanese 
Government to provide military assistance in the face 
of maseive interference from the outside that had 
disrupted Lebanese security and gravely threatened 
the country's independence. Western forces were-being 
p,rovided to help protect US-UK lives and properi;;r:allll 
'to assist the Government of Lebanon in its ~~ 

program for the preservation of the independeDOi[and 
integrity of Lebanon." Operations would be 11JII1nd 
to Lebanese territory and would employ the m1n1111um 
force necessary to attain the objectives, with 
military tasks being turned over to Lebanese authori­
ties as soon as possible. Withdrawal would be carried 
out as soon as the Lebanese Government was able to 
act with sufficient force by itself. A US-UK warning 
had been issued that any interference with the 
operations in Lebanon would be met with force'• The 
directive instructed the military commanders to seek 
advice on political matters relating exclusively to 
Lebanon from the US aria British Ambassadors in Beirut; 
whose views would be dpntroll1ng. (The final clause 
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above reflects the addition of a clarifying sentence 
approved by JCS on 17 June 58.) 
~ JCS 1887/465, Note by Secys, "Lebanon 

Situation (U)," 18 Jun 58, and~ N/H of JCS 
1887/465, 26 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

13 Jun 58 Prime Minister tlur1 of the Arab Union, upon receiving 
the message of 12 June from President Eisenhower and 
Prime Minister Macmillan, expressed bitter disappoint­
ment over what he considered an inadequate smount of 
US•UK financial support tor the Union's budget • 

. .. Working himself up to a dramatic pitch, he delivered 
. an ultimatum to the effect that either. the US and UK 

···would provide an additional $6 million to cover the 
estimated nine-month AU budget deficit, and Kuwait 
would be made to join the Arab Union, or he would 

... resign and allow the Arab Union, along with Western 
intluence in the Middle East, to collapse. The US 
Ambassador commented on Nuri's emotional reaction as 
evidence of the low value placed on the Arab Union 
by· its two partners, and as confirmation that the US 
would have to underwrite its budget if the Arab Union 

.... were to become a reality. . ..... . . . . · 
· ::~,.::· '-"1 Mag, Amman to SecState, 2153, 13 Jun 58. 

:·-·;:;:.~·-... .--~;,.: ,; .. -· ,_/ · .. 
13 Jun 58 ·The US Ambassador in Beirut cabled that the Lebanese 

Government had urgently requested 8,000 rounds of 
7~-mm ammunition. Ambassador McClintock estimated 
that the coat of airlifting this ammunition was beyond 
Lebanon's financial resources, and he strongly 

·recommended that the USAF fly one C-124 with an 
initial shipment to Beirut without charge. The 

·-balance could be sent by eea at commercial rates • 
. , . : ~·Mag, Beirut to Secstate, 4684, 13 Jun 58, 

14 Jun 58 

DA IN 12.4620 (14 Jun 58). 

Pa1rly serious fighting took place in Beirut, origi­
nating in an attempt by opposition forces to liberate 
political prisoners who might have furnished 
incriminating evidence to the UN observers. Lebanese 
~ action frustrated the attack. At 1700Z, Prime 
Minister Solh informed the US Embassy that either the 
UN Secretary General should immediately furnish 
police forces or the us might wish to send units.or 
the SiXth Fleet to protect US lives and property,0• 
He said the situation in Beirut-was out ot c~~l 
and asked the US Ambassador to bring his meaaaii•:;to · 
the attention or President Eisenhower, Reporting 
on this, Ambassador McClintock said that while the 
situation in Beirut was grave, he did not believe 
it·waa necessary to do more than place the SiXth 
Pleet on immediate alert. He did, however, urgently 
recommend that the two US destroyers within six hours 
steaming time or Lebanon be moved closer in at dawn 
of 15 June and that he be authorized voice radio 
communication with the ships. 

· ~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4726, 14 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 
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14 Jun 58 

14 Jun 58 

14 Jun 58 

15 Jun 58 

7 w 

At about 1600Z, Lebanese Foreign !Unister Malik 
telephoned Assistant Secretary of State Rountree 
and said that he had heard from Chamoun that the 
situation in Lebanon was. critical. Malik did not 
request US intervention but indicated that such a 
request might be imminent. Later reports from US 
sources in Beirut showed the immediate situation to 
be somewhat improved, but indicated that the long-
term I?I'Q__!Pects remained gloomy. · -- - -
~ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4773. 14 Jun 58, 

OC.JCS files. 
-, '-~ .-.~~ .. ~ -'-

Secretary of State Dulles was sufficiently disturbed 
by the f'lareup in Beirut to leave a class reunion 
at--Princeton and return to Washington for an emergency 
conference at the state Department and a telephone 
conversation with US Ambassador McClintock in Beirut. 
He-then told reporters the situation in Beirut was 
"serious but· not alarming." 

~· 15 Jun 58, 1:8, 15:1, 19:1. 

[ 

14 Jun 58.J 

C.' 
(S);L 

DA IN 1J~2. 

:;~: 
' .......... ,jf k;_; 

In response to a request from the US Ambassador in 
Beirtit, COMSIXTHFLT ordered two US destroyers to 
take stati~n 30 miles off' Beirut, out of sight-of · 
the shore. The destroyers might be used for a show 
of'. foDCe or to fire a covering bombardment for the 
eYacuation of US nationals. They were to contact 
the US Embassy in Beirut every half hour on a 
clandestine circuit. CQMSIXTHFLT also directed the 
two destroyers to be ~&pared to escort a US attack 
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15 Jun 52-

15 Jun 58 

@! EFT 

...j'-,·filf CJW I'll •·· 'II' 

cargo ship :carrying three LCM's for the Lebanese 
Government into Beirut or to some other designated 
paint, at the call of the US Naval Attache in Beirut. 
~ "Intelligence Summary," encl to ('i'!rl Memo, 

CNO to CJCS, "Lebanon," 15 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
( 5-13-58) sec 2. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister MaUle, having requested an 
urgent Sunday morning meeting with Assistant Secretary 
of State Rountree, explained that Chamoun had informed 
him that the situation in Lebanon had again deterio­
rated, with Syrian parachutists and Egyptian-trained 
Palestinians joining the fighting. Chamoun wanted 
an immediate answer, to give to the Cabinet, to the 
question:· would the US intervene militarily at once 
it aslced? Rountree replied that he could give no 
answer suitable for transmission to Chamoun by 
telephone, but that an answer would be sent through 
the US Ambassador in Beirut. Later in the day, Malik 
asked Rountree if he could tell Chamoun, with US 
approval, to "hold firm--do not yield." The 
Assistant Secretary replied that he could not, since 
this could readily be misinterpreted. While the 
US agreed that Chamoun should not yield on any matter 
fundamental to Lebanon's independence, he should not 
refuse any reasonable internal political comp,romise. 

· 1.:»81 State Dept, Memo of Conversation, 'Lebanon," 
15 Jun 58, encl to ~ CM-140-58, CJCS to Taylor, 
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
TS-T!-58) sec 3. 

The State Department informed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut of Assistant Secretary Rountree's conversation 
with Malik that morning (see above item) and directed 

·him to inform Chamaun that the US position on military 
intervention in Lebanon had not changed. He was to 
recall for Chamoun the US terms that the declared 
purpose of intervention would be to protect US lives 
and property and to assiSt Lebanon "in its military 
program" for the preservation or the country's 
integrity and independence, and that Lebanese security 
forces would have to exert a maximum effort to 
defend their country. The Ambassador was also to 
stress the changed situation resulting from the fact 
that Lebanon had recently sought and obtained:& UN 
Security Council resolution placi~ observers·in.the 
country. The US would find it very awkward to.:take 
action that would appear to disregard the existence 
ot this UN effort. 

Accordingly, if Chamoun, accepting the US terms 
reiterated above, cwne to believe that intervention 
was necessary, the US suggested that an emergency 
UN Security Council session be called. There Lebanon 
would report that a stepped-up campaign to axtjnguish 
Lebanese independence before the UN observation effort 
could be organized was obviously in progress, that 
Lebanon was no longer able unaided to protect both 
foreign life and property and its own indepenctence, 
and that therefore certain countries were being 
invited to send troops to protect their natione.ls, 

-~-- . 
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15 Jun 58 

• S£6Mlf• 

-

treeing the Lebanese forces to concentrate on defense 
of the country's integrity. 

. ~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 4790, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

At l830Z, Malik telephoned Secretary of State Dulles. 
He said that anv Middle Eastern country inviting 
armed intervention by the West would be the subject 
or·•shame and reproach" for generations, and, there­
fore, there were three prerequisites to such a 
re9uest: (l) it should be made only in extremis; 
(2) there should be some Arab participation in, or 
support or, the intervention, even if token, perhaps 
by- Iraq and Jordan; and ( 3) the action must have the 
moral support of either the UN Security Council or 
General Assembly. Secretary Dulles told Malik that 
this was a statesmanlike approach, and coincided with 
the US view • 

.LM1 State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon," 
15 Jun 58, encl to ~ CM-140-58, CJCS to Taylor, 
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
\:i-13~58) sec 3. 

~·-_..:;.. :::: ,.~-.... ,;:._.-·. 

Ato:a late Sunday afternoon White House meeting, the 
President and representatives of the State and Defense 
Departments, CIA; and USIA discussed the situation 
in·. Lebanon. Secretary Dulles said that Malik's latest 
telephone call (see above item) had been helpful, 
although the views expressed were not necessarily 
those of Chamoun or the rest of the Lebanese Govern­
ment. The Secretary warned that intervention under 
present conditions would lay the US open to charges 
or. underrp1ning the UN observation effort, which 
Lebanon itself had requested. He agreed with the 
view expressed in a message just received from the 
British Foreign Secretary, that military action in 
Lebanon should be withheld until a further attempt 
to settle the matter in the UN had been made. 

The President discussed the weakness of Lebanese 
leadership, the dangers of intervening before the UN 
had reported its own action was ineffective, and the 
difficulties that would be imposed by unfavorable 
popular reaction in Lebanon. If the US intervened, 
it·might well have to remain indefinitely, &ad he 
recalled as pertinent the arguments the US had:. advanced 
against the Anglo-French intervention 1n Blgpt''in: 
1956, particularly "Where would it lead; where would 
it end?" Secretary Dulles stated, however, and. the 
President agreed, that if Chamoun requested US inter­
vention, and the US did not respond, every pro-Western 
government in the area would disappear. The US, 
therefore, had little or no choice. 

The President commented that if the US was 
forced to act, everything possible should be done to 
make the intervention under the most favorable auspices 
and circumstances, and the Lebanese Army should be 
bolstered so that US forces could be quickly with­
drawn. He directed Gen Twining to have the JCS study 
the "mlitary possibilities and problems involved." 

-:'. : ..... . . '·• 
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15 Jun 58 

15 Jun 58 

15 Jun 58 

15 Jun 58 

(Assigned to JMEPG, this study was cancelled on 
22 July 58.) He alae asked for examination of the 
possibility of giving Lebanon "massive military 
support," possibly accompanied by technicians, as 
an alternative to intervention • 

.Llie1 State Dept, Memo of Conversation, "Lebanon," 
15 Jun 58, encl to ~ CM-140-58 CJCS to Taylor, 
et al., same subj, 27 Jun 58. (uj N/H of JCS 1887/474, 
~.Jill 58. Both in CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

On the recommendation of Ambassador McClintock that 
deterioration of the Lebanese situation made it 

·necessary, the State Department declared a Phase I 
emergency for Lebanon, directing that dependents 
desir;ne evacuation be moved to Italy. · 

t61 Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4750, 15 Jun 58 • 
. DA IN 125026. ~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 4793, 

15 Jun 58, DA IN 125180 (16 Jun 58). . 

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported to the State 
Department his conclusions after a long talk with 
oen Chehab. Chehab saw no prospect of quelling the 
insurrection by his own means, although he was willing 
to continue to fight defensively. US_military 
officers in Beirut, however, felt that the Lebanese 
armed forces, led with initiative and conviction, 
could put down the civil war, although at a high coat 
in.oaaualtiea. Nevertheless, so long as Chehab was 
in command, the Lebanese Arm¥ probably would not act 
to end the fighting. Chehab did not welcome the 
prospect of Western intervention but felt it was 
inevitable. His troops would not oppose this inter­
vention and would probably cooperate in a lukewarm 
·manner. 'It was necessary, concluded McClintock, to 
·."get a new general" before the West intervened; 

~) Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4746, 15 Jun 58, 
OCJCS files. 

In a conversation with the US Ambassador in Beirut, 
Chamoun declared that it was clearly impossible for 
the Lebanese armed forces to restore order until 
Gen Chehab was removed fran cOIIIllalld. Chamoun feared, 
however, that Arm¥ demoralization after Chehab'a 
diamiaaal might permit the rebels to gain control 
or Beirut. Hence it seemed to_him safer to wait 
until after a Western landing to remove the Qeneral. 

(.:ll&) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4756, 15JUD.58, 
OCJCS files. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut concurred in the recom­
mendations of the US UN Ambassador that the US should 
encourage the Secretary General to enlarge the UN 
Observer Group in Lebanon quickly to a total of about 
500 men. Ambassador McClintock pointed out that 
the UN observers could not succeed in their mission 
unless they were p~esent in sufficient numbers to 
patrol the means of access to Lebanon. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4760, 15 Jun 58, 

OCJCS files. 
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15 Jun 58 The French Ambassador in Beirut---ei;pressed. to the 
US Ambassador his feeling that any US-UK intervention 
in Lebanon should include a tol<en French partici­
p&tion. Ambassador Roche said that with DeGau1le in 
power it was practically certain that France would 
inSist on participating. 

~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 4767, 16 Jun 58, 
OCJCS tiles. 

15 Jun 58 Thill French Embassy intonned the State Department 
that a French warship was moving to the Lebanon area 
with instructions to remain outside territorial 
watere for the present. The action Has designed 
solely to protect French nationals and had not 
resulted from a Lebanese request for assistance. The 
French naval commander had been ordered to establish 
contact with US and British commanders in the area 
upon his arrival there. 

· ~ Msg, SecState to Beirut, 4811, 16 Jun 58, 
OCJCS tiles. 

15 Jun 58 UN Secretary General Hammarskjold announced that he 
wOuld go to Lebanon to investigate the situation 
there. Meanwhile, Norwegian Maj Gen Odd Bull, the 
first member of the three-man UN Observer Group, 
arrived 1n Beirut. 

16 Jun 58 

16 Jun 58 

NYT, 16 Jun 58, 1:8, 3:2. - ·-·· . . . .. 
During the morning the US Ambassador in Beirut gave 
President Chamoun a letter conveying the US terms 
tor intervention, in accordance with the State 
Department's instructions of the previous day (see 
"item of 15 June 58). Chamoun read the letter care-
tully and said he agreed with all points. Alll!lassador 

·McClintock, speaking for the three Western Ambassadors 
in Beirut, urged Chamoun to take resolute steps 
against the opposition and to announce definitely 
that he would not be a candidate for re-election. 
The Ambassador also stressed the US objections to 
French participation in any intervention, and Chamoun 
agreed to limit his request to the French to one 
seeking material only. 
~ Mags, Beirut to SecState, 1!773, 4774, 

16 Jun 58, OCJCS files. 
. ' ' . ~~-it:;·_:·· 

The US delivered five F86F aircraft to Iraq,,;,,~ 
ten remaining planes of' the squadron be~ proYtded 
Ireq were scheduled for delivery by 17 Stptember · 

. 1951:1. 
. ~ NIH of' JCS 1887/452, 8 Jul 58, CCS 381 
·~ (11-19-47) sec 69. · 

16 Jun 58 At 1825Z, a US attack cargo ship completed tranaf'er 
or ·three LCM's to Lebanese crews at a rendezvous 

p 6£61£! 

20 miles west of Tripoli, as arranged by the US·Naval 
Attache in Beirut. . 

(21 Memo, Navy Dept Duty Otcr to CNO, "Situation 
Report No. 10, Readiness of U.S. Naval Forces for 

.. trouble in Lebanon, as of' oBOO a.m. EDS'l', 17 JUne 
:1958," 17 Jun 58, cc~ ~81 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 2. 

:??~ ~~--
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16 Jun 58 

16 Jun 58 

16 Jun 58 

17 Jun 58 

17 Jun 58 

17 Jun 58 

''T LLGI&f • 

At 1915Z, Chamoun summoned a US Embassy official and 
gave him a handwritten Arabic text of a resolution 
signed that day by each member of the Cabinet 
authorizing Chamoun to call for friendly military 
intervention "when he thinks f1 t." Challloun appeared 
desperate, as evidenced by the fact that he entrusted 
not only this document but also his wife's jewels 
to the American official. He definitely feared an 
attack on the palace that night. 

~) Mags, Beirut to Secstate, 4795, 4818, 
17 Jun 58, OCJCS files. . 

Fighting in Beirut dwindled to a few sporadic out­
bursts or rifle fire and explosions, but rebel leader 
Salaam said there would be a full civil war if 
President Challloun did not resign. 

~. 17 Jun 58, 1:6. 

The US Atlantic Fleet announced that a five-ship 
amphibious force and a Marine battalion of 1,800 men 
would depart for the Mediterranean on 25 June to 
relieve a similar force retained there. beyond its 
scheduled date or return. 
~ •. 17 Jun 58, 2:6. 

In a morning conversation with the US Ambassador in 
Beirut, Chamoun was calm and apqfogetic over hie 
excitement or the previous evening (see item or 
16 June 58), indicating that matters were well in 
halld. On instructions from the State Department, 
Ambassador McClintock reiterated that Chamoun should 
make every attempt to solve Lebanon's problems 
through the UN before asking for Western intervention. 
With regard to the cabinet's authorization to call 
tor friendly intervention that Chamoun had received 
the v,revious day, the President emphasized that this 
was 'for stand-by use" and that he had no intention 
or calling for outside assistance except as a last 
resort. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState 4812, 17 Jun 58; 

~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 4814, 16 Jun 58. Both 
in OCJCS files. 

The French AmbaSsador in Beirut informed his US and 
British colleagues that Chamoun had said he would 
include France in any request for Western aaa1a~e. 
The French, however, would apparently send"oDI;t.j'a· 
warship to protect French lives. In another ·con­
versation that day, Chamoun told a US representative 
that he would only ask for French participation in 
military staff work, a possibility that the US. 
Ambassador regarded as dangerous. on 18 June, Chamoun 
made a similar statement to the British Ambassador, 
who immediately argued against the idea, . 
~ Meg, Beirut to Secstate 4833 17 Jun 58. 

~Mags, Beirut to SecState, 4S46, 4S55, 18 Jun 
$8. All in OCJCS files. 

At hie news conference, Secretary of State Dullea 
described the Lebanese crisis as one causing 
"considerable aru~iety"-to those who believed in the 
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17 Jun 58 

18 Jun 58 

18 Jun 58 

independence-and integrity or th-e-countries of the 
Middle Eaet. He declared that the US was ready to 
support any move to increase the si~e or UN border 
patrols in Lebanon. Moreover, he stated, if the US 
were called on to provide physical as well as 
diplomatic support for the Government or Lebanon, 
it·"would be inclined to go along with that also." 

. ~· 18 JWl 58, 1:1, text, 14:2-6, 

The Iraqi Government asked the UAR press attache 
·in Baghdad to leave the countcy, accusing him or 
activities against the interests or the Arab Union. 

~~ 18 Jun 58, 3:5. 

CINCSPECOMME informed CNO, among other things, that 
the ·readiness of British ground forces to participate 
in BLUE' BAT was not affected by the situation in 
Cyprus, CINCSPECOMMB believed French participation 
should be excluded if possible, s1nce·French associ­
ation with the US-UK venture would be politically 
damaging and operationally confusing, 
. . ~ Mag, CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 3714, l8014lZ 

Jim ~8, JMEPG Lebanon Mag File. . 
. " . ..;:: -;:,.. · ..... {:_:. ·. - :. ~ - .. ..,.,_ --· . . -· .•. :··- -· 

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported that British 
intelligence had definitely identified a Lebanese 
working w1 th the UN Observer Group as an Egyptian 
spy whose mission wae to keep the UAR informed or 
contemplated movements or UN observers, The British 
Ambaasador had informed Gen Burns or the UN Observer 
Group.· 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 11859, 18 Jun 58, 

OC:CS files. ,,~- ;, ... ·c· :'i-c · ., , .<--
18 Jun 58 · Speuer osseiran or the Lebane.ee Parliament warned 

the US Ambassador in Beirut that if there were 
foreign intervention in Lebanon, he would regard it 
aa an infringement or Lebanonla sovereignty and would 
personally lead the battle against the foreign forces. 
French participation in. a foreign intervention, he 
Said, lfOuld be even Worse, because Of the deep-seated 

·anti-French reeling in Lebanon,· Reporting on this 
conversation, Ambassador McClintoclc conaented that 
Oeee1ran undoubtedly represented a majority or .. 
Moelem Lebanese, who were violently opposed to'aar 
Western intervention. _ . .-.iq~Ji,<,~~-· 

41'8') Msg, Beirut to SecState, 4861, 18 .run-· 58, 
OC:CS files. . . -';'· .-·· 

18 JWl 58 In response to a question at his press conference, 
President Eisenhower said he would not forecast the 
circumstances under which the US might take military 
action in Lebanon, Such action, he said, wOuld be 
dependent upon the judgment of the UN observer te11111 
in Lebanon and of Secretacy General HammarskJold, 
Who was due to arrive there on 19 June, 

NYT, 19 Jun 58, 14:7, text, 20:1-8. 

19 Jun 58 UN Secretacy General Hammarskjold arrived in Beirut 

i£! II!UMT 

and began talks with VN observers and Lebanese 
leaders on the question-GC bringing peace to Lebanon, 

~. 20 Jun 58, 1:2-3. 
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19 Jun 58 

20 Jun 58 

20 Jun 58. 

20 Jun 58 

·-~~S!l~C~R£~-tr• 

Jordanian Prime Minister R1fa1 told the US Ambassador 
that Turkey had informed both Iraq and Jordan that 
if they wished to send troops to aid Lebanon, safe 
passage across Turkish territory was guaranteed and 
the Turkish Government would provide both sea and 
air transport· for the final move from Turkey to 
Lebanon. Jordan was not responding favorably to 
th1s proposal, since it was learned that the Lebanese 
appeal for Iraqi-Jordanien assistance, via Turkey, 
had been originated personally by Foreign Minister 
Malik in Washington and not officially by. President 
Chamaun. 

~Mag, Amman to SecState, 2197, 19 Jun 58. 

. The us·· Ambassador in Beirut gave Chamoun a lengthy 
message from Secretary or State Dulles explaining 
the President's remark at his. press conference of 
18 June. In sum, Dulles restated the US view that 
Lebanon should call for an emergency session of the 
UN. before requesting US help, that the US had con­
fidence in Chamoun and would do all it could to 
assist him, and that Lebanon had the capacity to 
solve its problems without recourse to foreign 
111111 tary aid. Chamoun replied that he would not 
request intervention "unless the knife is at ffiif 
throat." Reporting his conversation, Ambassador 
McClintock concluded tllat Chamoun was in one or his 
opt11111stic moods, but that he was doing little or 
nothing to find a solution to the situation. 

· .J:IB'T Mag, SecState to Beirut.._ 4890, 19 Jun 58; 
(:l8f Meg, Beirut to SecState, 493l:l,. 20 Jun 58. 
Both 1n OCJCS files. " . 

The Joint Chiefs of Starr in!onned USCINCEUR that, 
for political reasons, the State Department was 
unwilling to negotiate for additional staging rights 
at Adana, TUrkey, on a long-term basis. The Depart­
ment was prepared to request these rights on an 
urgent basis in the event of the implementation of 
BLUE BAT, and no difficulty was anticipated. The 
previous JCS instructions directing necessary action 
even in the absence or these rights still applied. 
on the question of prestocking rights, however, the 
State_pe~artment was willing to approach Turke .. y. 
~ Mag.._ JCS to USCINCEUR_, JCS 943672,.;.-: ... 

202130Z Jun 5tl, ccs 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) ~~if,:; ~ . 
CINCNELM and the British Chiefs or starr diaouaeed 
proposals made by C-in-e British Middle Bast Land 
Forces to enlarge the forces and extend the planning 
for BLUE BAT in view of the apparently increasing 
morale and determination or rebel forces in Lebanon. 
CINCNELM opposed these changes as unnecessary, 
holding that BLUE BAT was adequate to meet initial 
objectives and that the plans were sufficiently 
flexible to be expanded as the situation dictated. 
CINCNELM's position was concurred in by CNO, 

L!»81 JCS 1887/ll69, Memo by CNO, "Report or 
CINCNELM's Discussion With British Chiefs of Staff," 
26 Jun 58, and '-"1 Nllt-Rf JCS 1887/469, 27 Jun 58, 
CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13:S8) sec 3. 
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20 Ju."l 58 

22 Jun 58 

26 Jun 58 

-- ·.·.~o;:.·: 

During a conversation with the US Ambassador in 
Beirut, Chsmoun confirmed once more that he did not 
desire Iraqi or Jordanian military intervention at 
that time. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 491~1, 20 Jun 58, 

OCJCS files. 

1lll Secretary General HIUIIDarskj old arr1 ved in Cairo 
tor talka with UAR President Nasser. "Diplomatic 
sources" in Beirut said he would ask Nasser to halt 
his anti-Lebanese propaganda campaign and to close 
the Syrian-Lebanese frontier in order to stop the 
movement of' supplies to the Lebanese rebels • 

. : _m, 23 Jun 58, 1:6, 3:1. 

CINCSPECOMME submitted to the JCS his estimate of' the 
m111tacy and political situation in Lebanon. Despite 
reports of' a formidable build-up of rebel forces, he 
did not view the fighting strength of the insurgents 
as coumensurate with their numbers. Hence the BLUE 
BAT operation remained feasible, although there would 
probably be a longer period of fighting and higher 
casualties, especially among the Lebanese • 
. • ·.PlS'T Mag~ CINCSPECOMME to CNO, 6044, 2617o6Z 
Jun 58, CCS 3~1 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

26 Jun 58 Former Lebanese Premier Rashid Karam1, rebel leader 
in Tripoli, told reporters he would fight any UN 
police force sent to Lebanon. lie denied receiving 
aid from Syria, but warned that he expected outside 
help in case of an "attacl~" on Lebanon. Karam1 said 
he supported Gen Chehab for the presidency. · · ·;.m. 27 Jun 58, 4:6. 

26 Jun 58 · ·The Soviet press denounced the idea or a UN police 
force for Lebanon as "foreign intervention" and a 
threat to peace. It warned that the USSR would not 
stand idly by in such an event. 

NYT, 27 Jun 53, 4:5. 

27 Jun 58 Adm Sir Michael Denny or the BJSM, Washington, 
presented an aide-memoire to JCS in which the UK 
called for a revision oi' ELUE BAT to include 
simultaneous landings at both Beirut and Tripoli. 
Noting that opposition strength had increaaed:and. 
the effectiveness or the Lebanese A~ had lessened 
since the plan was first drafted, the Britilh· .. aaw. 
a danger of rebel violence against US and British 
lives and property in Tripoli in the event of a 
Western landing at Beirut alone. 
· .L:wrt UK aide-memoire, "Operation BLUE BAT," 
27 Jun 58, En~ to t»B7 JCS 1887/471, Note by 

. Seoys, "Lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, ccs 381 Lebanon 
'(5-13-58) sec 3. · 

27 Jun 58 Lebanon charged in the UN that the movement or 
weapons and personnel across the border from SJria 

. into Lebanon was continuing and, indeed, had· actually 
increased, despite the presence or UN observers. 

@[ 3261&1' 

'l'be Lebanese delegaj;~n.j.ssued this charge after it 
became known at the UN""that Secretary HIIIIIIJIIU'sk.jold 

'0,"1. -.. _, 
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29 Jun 58 

30 Jun 58 

l Jul 58 
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would not recommend a UN police force to guard the 
Lebanese border. 

NYT, 28 Jun 58, 4:8. 

The US Ambassador in Jordan reported Prime Minister 
Rifai's statement that both he and King Hussein were 
gravely disturbed that Dag Hammarskjold's recent 
visit to the Middle East had not generated forth­
right UN action on the Lebanese problem, since they 
believed that unless a UN or· US-UK police force were 
provided to seal the Syrian-Lebanese border, the 
Chamoun government was doomed. Chamoun 1 s fall would 
further elevate Nasser's prestige in the Arab world 
and would encourage insurrection in Jordan, Iraq, 
Kuwait, and Saudi Arabia. In discussions with 
Hammarskjold during his visit, R1fai had made clear 
that if.Jordan became convinced the UN was either 
unable or unwilling to resolve the Lebanese situation, 
the Jordanian leaders would not wait for an 
emboldened Nasser to step up his subversive campaign 
against their country but would launch a counter-
attack against the UAR. . . . 
.. ·. ·• ~ Mag, Amman to SecState, 2211, 30 Jun 58, 

DA IN 129292. .. .. . .. : .. :·. .· .. ,.,,._. ::,.:,-,:.;;-:·:· . 
.. : .. ·' 

At a meeting between Secretary Dulles~ Lebanese· 
Poreign Minister Malik, the latter made pointed 
queries regarding the value and validity or the US 
pledge to assist Lebanon. Secretary Dulles replied 
that the US intended to take every practical measure 
to prevent a victory for Nasser and Communism and 
to demonstrate to Middle Eastern governments that 
friendship with the West was an asset, not a liability, 

.He stressed, however, that US intervention in present 
circumstances would generate great opposition both 
in·the area and within the UN, since it could not 
honestly be said as yet that the UN effort in Lebanon 
had failed, Dulles urged that Chamoun busy himself 
with selecting a successor to the presidency who 
truly reflected the Lebanese spirit or independence 
and would not compromise with Nasser, The US would 
help such a successor with economic and ether 

.•. • aesis tance , 
--~Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 5097, 30 Jun 58, 

, ''- : ,;·;;~~~·;·,; if..:j: . 
The three Western Ambassadors in Beirut ~~~L'<'• 
President Chamoun to attempt to reach a poUUC&l .. 
solution by announcing his intention not tOhiitek 
re-election and by forming a widely baaed government 
ot national union in order to facilitate an eventual 
·compromise. Cham.oun•s reply was an angry one, in 
which he blamed his difficulties on his identification 
with the West, He declared that had he broken hill 
Western ties and turned to a policy or "poe1tive 
neutrality" he could easily have been re-elected tor a 
second term, Charging that the us, UK, and Prance 
were weakening in their guarantees of Lebanese 
integrity and independence, he demanded to know where 

. he stood with respect to these guarantees, US 
~----
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2 Jul 58 

2 Jul 58 

3 Jul 58 

3 Jul58 
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Ambassador McClintock immediately replied that, as 
far.as the US was concerned, there had been no 
lesse~~or readiness to intervene if necessary. 

~Msg, Beirut to SecState, 14, 1 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. ' 

-

At a news conference in Detroit Gen Nathan F. Twining 
declared that the US was ready to send troops into 
Lebanon if the situation required it. "We are pre­
pared for any eventuality--all-out war or limited 
war--right now," he said, 

~. 2 Jul 58, 4:5. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff replied to the British pro­
posal that BLUE BAT be revised to include simultaneous 
landings at both Beirut and Tripoli (see item of 
27 June 58), The JCS shared the British concern for 
Western lives and property in Tripoli, but, after 
consultation with Adm Holloway, they had concluded 
that the operational concept of BLUE BAT was sound 
and that all of the forces allocated were required 
to execute it. Should the UK nevertheless consider 
it essential to secure Tripoli as part of the initial 
operations, this might be accomplished by landing 
additional British forces at Beirut and deploying 
them northward overland, or by a simultaneous 
operation by additional British forces against Tripoli. 
If. this was agreeable, the JCS would direct Adm 
Holloway, as·CINCAMBRITFOR, to modify BLUE BAT to 
include planning for this additional phase of the 
operation. . 
~ Memo, CJCS to Denny, "Operation BLUE BAT," 

2 Jul 58, reproduced in ~ JCS 1887/471, Note by 
Secys, ''Lebanon Situation," 3 Jul 58, ccs 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sec 3. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik gave Secretary Dulles 
an informal note outlining a suggested program for 
solving the Lebanese problem short of Western inter­
vention. It called for increased political and 
material support for Lebanon by the West, including 
provision of military and technical advisers. Malik 
also suggested a larger UN observer group and·renewed 
action in the UN, "prudent" Iraqi and Turk111h .troop 
movements, and measures to exploit the internal 
difficulties in Syria. - ,.,,'.j!£:_, .. ·:. 
~ Mag, SecState to Beirut, 31, 2 Jul'i 58,' 

. OCJCS files. ·. · 

President Chamoun confirmed to Western representatives 
that the Lebanese Government had made tentative 
approaches to Iraq about the possibility of joining 
the Arab Union or otherwise fo~ng a defensive 
militi!JT alliance with Iraq and Jordan, 

~Msg, Beirut to SecState, 100, 3 Jul 58; 
~Mag, Beirut to SecState, 113, 4 Jul 58. Both 
1n OCJCS files. ·L :_. -. :. 

•;J~~k;~.? 
The Lebanese Ambassador in Washington subm1t~ed a 
request to the StataD&partment for $40 million in 
economic aid, $20 mil!lon of which he said was 
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3 Jul 58 

4 Jul 58 

4 Jul 58 

6 Jul 58 

7 Jul 58 

-
needed urgently. The State Department representative 
with whom he talked pointed out certain practical 
difficulties but said the request would be studied • 

.(.et Mag, SecState to Beirut, 50, 3 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. 

UN Secretary General Hammarskjold stated at a news 
conference that, to his knowledge, there was no 
foundation for a charge that "massive infiltration" 
or men and arms into Lebanon was currently taking 
place. 

NYT, 4 Jul 58, 1:2, 6:4-5. 

The UN Observer Group in Lebanon, in its first report 
to the Security Council, railed to confirm Lebanon's 
charges that men and arms were being smuggled across 
the border from Syria. Some success had been 
achieved by observer teams in penetrating rebel­
held territory, but they had often been handicapped, 
or entirely frustrated, by firing in their vicinity, 
mined roads, destroyed bridges, or a simple refusal 
or opposition leaders to admit them to areas under 
those leaders• control. In all the foregoing 
instances, the report said, the observer teams 
"appear to have touched upon sensitive spots which 
are in areas claimed by Government sources to be 
supply and infiltration routes." Those rebel bands 
that the observers had been able to inspect were 
tound to be eqUipped with mortars, bazookas, machine 
guns, hand grenades, and land mines ot JDaZl¥ makes. 
It had been impossible to determine how these arms 
had been acqUired, or whether any or the men had 

. infiltrated from outside Lebanon, though there was 
.little doubt that the "vast majority" or the men were 
Lebanese. 

M!!· 5 Jul 58, 2:3-8. 

A French Foreign Ministry spokesman said it seemed 
"incontestable" to his Government that there had 
been "considerable infiltration" into Lebanon. 

NYT, 5 Jul 58, 3:3. --. 
A British Foreign Office spokesman stated, in ettect, 
that his Government was holding to its poa1t1011.that 
Lebanon had justified her charges against tlililt,Uiibed 
Arab Republic in the UN Security council. , 'l'tfilij!UK.'; 

. saw no reason to modify the stand prev1ouslJ:t~n 
by its representative in the United Nations. · 

M!!· 7 Jul 58, 1:6, 4:5. 

Lebanese Foreign Minister Malik told a reporter at 
the United Nations that his Government took "strong 
exception" to the report by the UN Observer Group 
in Lebanon. He noted the distinction.between the 
term "massive infiltration," used by Halllllarskjold, 
and the "maasive intervention" charged by Lebanon 
against the UAR in the Security Council. The latter 
term, Malik said, included Cairo radio broadcasts 

.and also money sent by the United Arab Republic to 
the rebels. -
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8 Jul 58 

9 Jul 58 

9 Jul 58 

10 Jul 58 

11 Jul 58 

•or srcnw 

The Lebanese Government's comments on the 
Observe·r Group 1 s report were set forth in detail in 
a formal statement made public the next day and 
circulated among members of the Security Council. 
This statement challenged the validity of the UN 
report, since its conclusions all related only to 
rebels and weapons that the rebel leaders had allowed 
the Observer Group to see. Lebanon asserted that 
the rebel-held weapons included heavy types that 
only governments could supply, that rebel training 
and assembly camps were being operated in Syria, and 
that the UAR radio and press attacks on the Lebanese 
Government were as virulent as ever. Therefore, the 
statement concluded, Lebanon's charges against the 
United Arab Republic remained "und~nished and 
intact." 

~· 8 Jul 58, 5:1; 9 Jul 58, 8:3-8. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut, at the direction or 
the State Department, informed Chamoun that the US 
considered any formal relationship between Lebanon 
and the Arab Union a matter to be decided between 
those two Governments (see item of 3 July 58). The 
US suggested, however, that any overt step such as a 
defensive military pact might be inopportune and 
might further disturb matters in Lebanon. Chamoun 
made no comment on this presentation. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 2o6, 8 Jul 58; 

jB1 Msg, Secstate to Beirut, 96, 7 Jul 58. Both 
in OCJCS files. · ' 

The Pakistani Finance Minister suggested to the US 
Ambassador in Karachi that 1f UN intervention in 
Lebanon did not materialize, Turkey, Iran, and 
Pakistan might encourage Iraq to give Lebanon mili­
tary assistance. 
~ Mag, Karachi to SecState, 85, 10 Jul 58. 

President Chamoun of Lebanon made a firm statement 
for the first time that he would leave office on 
23 September 1958 and not seek re-election. He made 
the statement to the Associated Press in Beirut. 

~. 11 Jul 58, 6:1. 

The US Ambassador in Beirut reported various 
indications, including a statement to hilll by: t;be· · 
COIIIIlalldant of the Lebanese security forces, tbllt:· .: 
military intervention by Iraq, or by Iraq ~~key, 
was be~ considered by President Chamoun. · 

~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 243, 10 Jul 58; 
~) Meg, Beirut to Secstate, 256, 10 Jul 58. Botn 
in OCJCS files. 

In a conversation with tne British Charge in Beirut, 
Chamoun stated that Chehab was the only man who 
could receive sufficient votes on 24 July to be 
elected President. Asked if it would help if the 
three Western Ambassadors told Chehab separately 
that he should accept the presidency, Chamoun agreed. 
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12 Jul 58 

12 Jul 58 

14 Jul 58 

14 Jul 58 

14 Jul 58 

-

The US Ambassador recommended to Washington that 
this ~te~ be taken. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 325, 12 Jul 58, 

OCJCS files. 

According to the Lebanese Minister of Finance, the 
Lebanese cabinet decided to postpone indefinitely 
consideration of a defensive military alliance with 
the Arab Union • 

.{-a')' Msg, Beirut to SecState, 3112, 13 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. 

The UN Observer Group in Lebanon announced an agree­
ment with rebel leaders by which it achieved at least 
limited access, for the first time, to all Lebanon's 
172-mile frontier with the Syrian province of the 
United Arab Republic. 

~· 13 Jul sa. 23:1. 

The US Ambassador in Baghdad reported that a group 
of Iraqi Army officers had executed a swift ~ 
d'etat at 0230Z. Fighting had been limited, -ana by 
dawn the capital city appeared relatively normal, 
except for local patrol activity and jubilant crowds. 
The formation of a "Republican Government of Iraq," 
with a cabinet of Colonels and leftist civilians, 
had been announced over Baghdad Radio •. 
, (U) Msg, Baghdad to SecState, 52, 14 Jul 58. 

Dur1ng the morning, President Chamoun s1mm0ned the 
US Ambassador in Beirut and demanded US military 
intervention in Lebanon within 48 hours. Challloun, 
angered and highly excited, charged that the .Western 
governments had consistently underestimated his 

·warnings of danger in the Middle East, and now 
developments in Iraq had proved him to be right. Not 
only had the US ignored his warnings·, but the UN 
had been "blind," and Secretary General HaDmarskjold 
had given carte blanche to Nasser. Challloun wanted 
US intervention without any more inquiries or 
specifications or conditions. If the Sixth Fleet 
waa not there within 48 hours, he would at last 
know where the US stood with respect to ita 
assurances of support. The Lebanese President said 
hs had already made a similar request of tha British 
and would shortly ask for French intervention,>::,,_. .. 
although he understood that the French lacklld t!1ollli' · . 
means to undertake anything beyond a tokan operation. 

Reporting on his interview with Challloun; tha US 
Ambassador noted that the Lebanese President's 
request had been made orally and without any other 
intelligence than what he had heard from the Cairo, 
Damascus, and Baghdad radios, plus a single message 
from the British Embassy in Baghdad. 
~ Msg, Beirut to SecState, 358, 14 Jul 58, , 

CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 

The US Ambassador in Iraq sent an assessment of the 
situation in Baghdad following the ~d'etat, 
admittedly based on limited informa~. fne revolt ---
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appeared to have wide backing from the Iraqi public, 
~. and Air Force, with no indications of a counter­
move by any loyalist forces. Numerous conflicting 
reports had been received of the fate of King Faisal, 
Nuri, and the Crown Prince. Although he had reports 
that one American had been injured and perhaps two 
killed in mob violence, and the sentiment of street 
crowds was clearly anti-Western and pro-Naaser, the 
Ambassador sa\'1 no sign of strong anti-American 
feeling. He predicted, however, that any US inter­
vention in Lebanon would produce strong hostility 
toward the US. 
~ Mag, Baghdad to SecState, 116, 14 Jul 58, 

DA IN 132806 (15 Jul 58). ~ ~!Bg, Baghdad to 
Secstate, 117, 14 Jul 58. 

The State Department informed the US Embassy in 
Beirut that the President was meeting with Congression­
al leaders at 1830Z. Barring strong opposition at 
this meeting, it was likely that the response to 
Chamoun's request for intervention would be in the 
attirmative. 

~Mag, SecState to Beirut, 189, 14 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. 

Ambassador McClintock reported certain discrepancies 
1n the statements made by President Chamoun to the 
US, British, and French Ambassadors, The moat 
important was Chamoun'a request for US military inter­
vention in Lebanon within 48 hours, whereas the 
British and French had received a 211-hour demand. 
All three diplomats were struck by the fact that 
Chamoun had made this important request solely on 
the basis of reports from radios Cairo, Damascus, 

'and Baghdad, whose broadcasts he would normally have 
d1struated. Noting that as yet there was no hard 
evidence of an increased military threat to Lebanon, 
Ambassador McClintoclc felt that the decision to 
intervene must be taken in Washington in the light 
ot broader considerations affecting the entire Middle 
East. "So far as Lebanon alone is concerned, we 
cannot as of mid-day discern need for so portentous 
a atep." 

~) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 366, 14 Jul 58, 
DA IN 132609. •· , 

The us Ambassador to Lebanon le~ed throush:~r~J; 
Prench Ambassador that upon first hearing the· nen· 
trom Iraq, Qen Chehab had passed word to opposition 
leaders that they must not take any action. Chehab 
appeared confident that the Lebanese rebels would 
remain quiescent under this threat. 
~ Mag, Beirut to SecState, 383, 14 Jul 58, 

DA IN 132716. 

The Joint Chiefs of Starr forwarded to the Secretary 
or Defense the text of warnings to aircraft and 
shipping in the area of BLUE BAT operations, which 
had been approved by both the British and US Ch1eta 
ot Statt. The Secret!ln_or Defense was requeeted to 
obtain State Department>approval for the dissemination 
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of these warnings upon the initiation of military 
operations. 

~Memo, CJCS to SeeDer, "Special Warnings 
in Connection with U.S./U.K. Military Operations in 
Lebanon ~," 14 Jul 58, CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) 
sec 3; derived from ~ JCS 1887/468, same file, 
eec 2. 

King Hussein urgently requested through the US 
Ambassador in Jordan that the US provide tankers 
and emergency pipelines for the importation of 
petroleum products into Jordan via Aqaba in order 
to meet the needs of his security forces. He also 
informed the Ambassador that he had assumed authority 
as acting President of the Arab Union in the absence 
of King Faisal, and intended to put down the Iraqi 
rebellion by using the Jordanian Army and loyal 
Iraqi units. Hussein, greatly concerned over the 
Lebanese situation, urged the US to intervene 
militarily, if necessary, to keep Chsmoun's pro­
Western ~overnment in power. 

~) Msg, Amman to SecState, 79, 14 Jul 58. 

Following completion of the regular NSC meeting, the 
President held a special meeting in his office to 
consider the current developments in the Near East 
in the light of a briefing by the Director, CIA. 
Present at this meeting were the Vice President, th~ 
Secretaries of State and Treasury, the Acting 
Secretary of Defense, the Chairman, JCS, the Director, 
CIA, the Special Assistant to the President (NSA), 
and other staff officials. 
~ Record of Actions by the NSC at its 372d 

Meeting,· 14 Jul 58. · 

President Eisenhower requested an emergency meeting 
of the UN Security Council as early as practicable 
on the morning of Tuesday, 15 July, to consider the 
situation in the Middle East. He decided on this 
course after a series of conferences with Congressional 
leaders and other officials. 

!!!• 15 Jul 58, 1:8. 

Prime Minister Macmillan, near the end of tbe;,.dV,. 
ordered 6,000 British troops to prepare for!q\lleiki<J· .. 
movement to the Middle East. This order fo=:J;: 
a Cabinet meeting of six and a half hours a · : 
Government leaders discussed emergency plana tor. 
joint action with the United States 1n regard to the 
~d'etat in Iraq. The possibility of armed 
~rvention in Iraq with British paratroop torcea 
trom Cyprus was discussed at the Cabinet meeting, 
according to "informed sources" in London, in case 
it should be necessary to protect the lives of more 
than 2,700 British and Commonwealth citizens in Iraq. 
The Prime Minister also discussed the Middle Bait 
situation with President Eisenhower by telephone 
during the day. 

NYT, 15 Jul 58, 1:5, 4:3. - ,. ·--
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The United States cut off alr-military aid to Iraq 
until the situation there could be clarified. 
Officials stated that the move was without 
prejudice to any policy decision in the future, 

!!I!'.• 15 J\11 58, 5:5. 

14 J\11 58 The US Ambassador to Saudi Arabia cabled that news 
of the Iraqi monarchy' a downfall was jubilantly 
received by all levels or opinion in Saudi Arabia 
except the King's entourage and that the event was 
being hailed aa a victory for Arab unity, Moat 
Saudis appeared to believe that establishment or a 
pro-UAR regime in Iraq would make likely a closer 
association or the Saudi Arabian Government with 
the UAR. 

+e1 Mag, Jidda to SecState, 50, 14 JUl 58, 
IlA. IN 1 '1277'1 I 1 <; J\.ll 58!. 

14 Jul 58 [_ 

14 J\11 58 

15 J\11 58 

E!. WS! g. 

58,J>J'1h32884. ~) c:. 
__j'~5 Jul 58, DA iN 13290ti. 

At 2223Z, CNO directed CINCNBIM and CCIISirl'lnrill' ta; 
land Marines in Lebanon at 1300Z, 15 JUly, and to 
sail the entire Sixth Pleet eastward as soon as 
possible. The Lebanese were not to be notified 
of. the forthcoming landing prior to lOOOZ, but the 
US Naval Attae~he in Beirut might be into~ 
earlier. In a further message at 2249Z, CNO said 
execution of BLUE BAT Situation One in its entirety 
had not been ordered because diae~ussion was in 
progress Clone~erning Whether the British wauld follow 
the Marines into Beirut or go into Iraq, CHO 
directed, however, that the BLOB BAT concept be 
followed as far as possible. 

4 
. t2rJ Mag,. CN~O to CINCNBIM, CCIISU'l'HPLT, 

1 2223Z Jul. 5o
4
· TS) Mag, CNO to CINCNBUC, 

i.':n~~=h=5~) ~~CI ~~ 58. Both in cca. -~1 
- :t::·~'Jii::.:j:::i•·-

Tbe Joint Chiefs of Start info:nned tr.ICII+"""Iiiid 
other c011111anders or the scheduled Marine ]g<!tn1 1D 
Lebanon and directed them to take no action that 
would dise~lose the imminene~e or US militar,r opera­
tions • After the landing, C INCBllR was to bring one 
battle group and its airlift to a state or read1aeaa 
that would pennit arrival at Beirut airfield Witbin 
24 hours or an execution order, or, if aird~ ... 
required, within 36 hours. CINCKUR was to be 
prepared to follow with a second battle group, 
TWenty-six c-124 1 a were being flown to Blll'ope 1 With 
their movement to be caDpleted within an ea.-ted 
36 hours. COMI'AC was directed to provide dQ•flabter, 
1'1ghter-bombar, and reconnaiuance aircraft tcrr 
BLUB BAT, sohedulill!S~eir arrival at Adana to be&in 
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20 hours after issuance of an-execution order. 
ki8r Mag, JCS to USCINCEUR, et al. 1 JCS 

944751, 150031z JUl 58, ccs 381 LiDanon (5-13-58) 
sea 3. ffor a study of the t1m1ng and the selection 
of action and information addressees of this and 
other important messages, see (2!1 JCS 2293/1, 
"Review of. Actions Related to U.S. Military Inter­
vention in Lebanon (U)," 23 Oat 58, CCS 381 Lebanon 
(5-13-58) sea 5~ 

At 0336Z, the State Department intomed the US 
Ambassador in Beirut of the forthoaning Marine 
landing in Lebanon and directed him to inform 
Chellloun no later than lOOOZ--that is, at least three 
hours prior to the landing--that this action waa 
being taken in response to Chamoun 1a request and 
that the US expected full cooperation tram the 
Lebanese armed forces. Shortly before the landing, 
the Ambassador was to request that the Lebanese 
Government close the Beirut airport; 
~ Meg, Secstate to Beirut, 204, 14 JUl 58, 

OCJCS files. 

SiXth Fleet units were underway at 0500Z and were 
proceeding tovmrd the objective area at their beat 
speed~ · · · 
JUl. 5~ Meg, COMSIXTHF'LT to CNO, 1168, 150555Z 

At 0830Z, the US Ambassador in Beirut infomed 
Chellloun or the forthcoming US landing and restated 
the political terms under which it would ooour. He 
cautioned the President against disclosure to 
members of' the Government who might transmit the 
news ·outside Lebanon prior to the beginning ot' the 
operation. Pointing out that the British were not 
landing in the initial phase and might not land at 
all, the Ambassador also suggested that it.was 
unnecessary to request French participation, A t'ew 
minutes later, he repeated this observation to the 
French Ambassador, 'iiho agreed that since·the landing 
was to be solely a US operation, there was no need 
for F~rixh participation. · · 
oc.rosl"Effe~~g, Beirut to SeoState, 390, 15 Jill 58, 

Ambassador McClintock, agreeing with 
Chamoun that there would be PSl,oh.olc:~gi,oal 
in making the initial US .o.""'""'lll!ia 
a show or t'oroe as poasi , sent a JleiiBiiie 
Task Force COIIIII&Ilder suggesting the 
tanks and air cover, 
~ Meg, Beirut to SeoState, 393, 15 Jill 58, 

DA IN 132987, 

The US Ambassador in Lebanon reported that ChiiiDwl 
had kept Gen Chehab uninformed or the imminent 
landing of' US Marines in order not to allow tima 
for staging an Army coup. Upon receiving det'Snite 
word of the operation tram the Ambasaador, Chebab 
had urgently requested that the actual di~­
tion of' troops be ;8Jio1ded lest reaction to that 
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event cause the disintegratiOn of the Lebanese 
Army, inactivating the force that theretofore 
had loyally sustained the Chamoun regime. The 
Ambassador promised to convey Chehab 1s professional 
opinion to the Task Force Commander and to 
recommend that, if possible, the ships be docked 
in Beirut with the Marines remaining on board. The 
Ambassador subsequently learned his message had not 
reached the commander in time. 
~ Meg, Beirut to secstate, 401, 15 J\11 58, 

DA IN 133o66. 

Minutes bef'ore the scheduled Marine landing in 
Lebanon the US Ambassador telephoned Oen.Chehab 
about a report that the General was sending troops 
to arrest President Chamoun. Chehab expressed· 
astonishment but said that he did f'ear an-~ 
coup against the President. Chehab repeated that 
his hand would be strengthened by a delay in the 
US landing. The Ambassador warned Chehab that US 
forces were landing in support of the legitimate 
government of Lebanon and that there would be most 
disagreeable consequences if the Lebanese Army 
moved against the chief' of state. Chehab, 
accordingly, said that he would •recommend" that 
the c9up against Chamoun be stayed. 
~ Meg, Beirut to Secstate, 402, 15 J\11 58 .• 

OCJCS .riles. 

The 2d Battalion, 2d Marines, landed at Beirut 11.t 
l300Z. By l410Z the airfield had been secured. 
COMSIXTHPLT reported that the 3d Batallion, 6th 
Marines would land at about l60300Z J\lly. 
. -~ Msg, COMSIXTIIFLT to CNO, 1530, l51420Z J\11 

58. . Meg, COMSIXTHFLT to CN01 1375, 151655Z 
J\11 5 • . 

President Eisenhower announced that, in response 
to an urgent reqUest frail President Chamoun, he was 
sending "a contingent of 1Jn1.ted States f'orces to 
Lebanon to protect American lives and • • • encourage 
the Lebanese Government in defense of LebaDaaa 
sovereignty and integrity." The initial l¥,!1l0Uilcement 
c1111111 in the f'orm of a statement to the Pl'll .. :·at 
l320Z. Later in the day, the President·· · : .:.i' 
message to Congress and made. a radio lllllli · ' 1011 
speeoh to the nation. All of these eta · · · · wn 
substantially the same. Mr. Eisenhower -.plwdsed 
that us troops would be withdrawn as soon as the UN 
took "further effective steps designed to eate~ 
Lebanese independence." 

~· 16 J\11 58, 1:8: texts, 2:3-8. 

The US Military Attache in Amman reported that laok 
of' petroleum and other supplies would prevent any 
offensive action by the Jordanian ~. The Arm¥ 
was currently taking precautions against internal 
distrubances--not preparing tor a move into Iraq. 

(:a) Msg, USARMA Amman to ACSI ISP'l'AR, C 28, 
l51317Z J\11 58, DA IN 132952. .. ~-~-
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At the UN, US Ambassador Lodge pledged that the 
Marines would be .. ithdrawn from Lebanon as soon as 
the UN was able to ensure Lebanon's continued 
independence.· He declared that events in Iraq and 
Lebanon had "demonstrated a ruthlessness of 
aggressive purpose which tiny Lebanon cannot combat 
without support from friendly nations." Lodge 
introduced a resolution calling for: (1) immediate 
cessation of illegal support or the Lebanese rebels; 
(2) continuation or the activities of the UN 
Observer Group; (3) consultation by the Secretary 
General with Lebanon and other UN members to make 
additional arrangements, including the use or an 
international military roroe, to protect Lebanon's 
territorial integrity and independence; and (4) 
full cooperation from all governments concerned. 
The US position was supported by the British, French, 
and Canadian delegates. Earlier, the Soviet union, 
backed by the UAR, attacked the us intervention, 
charging that the US had committed an "act of 
aggression against the Arab world• and introducing 
a resolution that called on the US to withdraw its 
troops forthwith. One Soviet delegate told a 
reporter that Soviet and other "volunteers" might 
go to.the Middle East. 

NYT, 16 Jul 58, 1:4; UN debate extracts, 
4:1-8';""5':1-8. 

CNO directed CINCLANTPLT to outload and prepare ':" 
sail to the Middle East the 2d Marine Division 
(minus) and such Marine aviation units as could be 
litted. . 
~ Mag, CNO to CINCLANTPLT, 29340, 151419Z 

JUl sa. · · 
The State Department directed the US Ambassador in 
Beirut to arrange a meeting at the earliest· 
opportunity between the US military commander in 
Lebanon and the head of the UN Observer Group. The 
Ambassador was to see that no actions were taken in 
the field that might allow the US to be blamed' for 
a premature withdrawal or the Observer Group. 

· ~ Mag, Secstate to Beirut, 213, 15 Jul 58, 
OCJCS files. 

. ··~; :. },"~~ :. : ·.,. 
Tile Joint Chiefs of Starr directed CINCSfiCQIRB, 
USCINCEUR, and other responsible commander•: to. 
execute the US portion of BLUB BAT, as mocU.fied b7 
the substitution of COMTAC aircraft specified earlier 
on 15 July. 

(~ Msgl JCS to CINCSPECOMME, et al., JCS 
944755, 15150~Z Jul 58, CCS 381 LebanC)n-r5-l3-58) 
sec 3. 

King Hussein urgently requested the US Governme~t ~o 
relieve Jordan's desperate petroleum situation by 
airlifting sufficient fuel oil and gasoline to meet 
minimum civil requirements. 

~ Meg, Amman to SecState, 101, 15 Jul 58, 
DA IN 132951. • • -. -
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were not involved. The French were, however, 
maintaining a small naval force in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. 
~ Mag, SecState· to Beirut, 228, 15 Jul 58, 

DA IN 133522 (16 Jul 58). 

A flood of unconfirmed and often contradictory 
reports about the situation in Iraq gave a murky 
picture of events in that country. The fate of 
King Faisal, Premier Nur1, and Crown Prince Abdulillall 
was unclear. l1artial law had been extended to all 
of Iraq, and assemblies of more than five persons 
were banned. The situation appeared to nave become 
calm, although there were rumors--denied in 
Baghdad--that some Iraqi Army units and tribes had 
refused to accept the new regime. Iraqi troops in 
Jordan were reported to be withdrawing toward the 
Iraqi border, and the Amman radio claimed tnat these 
forces were marching on Baghdad to counterattack 
tne rebels. The Baghdad radio declared that Iraq 
had broken its Arab Union tie with Jordan. 

~. 16 Jul 58, 1:2, 14:2. 

The new Prime Minister ot Iraq, Brig Gen Abdul 
Karim Kassem, assured the US Ambassador that his 
regime desired friendship with the US, He declared 
that American lives and property were safe, but if 
the Embassy should conclude that it was necessary 
to evacuate its citizens, sate convoy overland or 
treedom ot air flight would be guaranteed. The 
Ambassador also reported a radio announcement that 
Nuri had been hanged, · . 

ke1 Mag, Baghdad to SecState, 139, 15 Jul 58, 
DA IN 133190 (16 Jul 58), 

The US Ambassador to Jordan reported that King 
HUssein had aslced the UK what action it and other 
Baghdad Pact members proposed to talce to crush the 
revolt in Iraq and restore the pro-Western govern­
ment. Feeling that nothing snort of substantial 
military intervention in Iraq could preserve the 
Free World's position in the Middle East, Hussein 
was disturbed that a day had passed ~<ithout a 
British reply. Should the Baghdad powars intervene, 
he was willing to send Jordan • s army into Iraq .to 
participate in the act!. on, 1t meanwhile us. .. tl"'CCPII 
entered Jordan to maintain internal seouritTo' Aa 
another move against the new Iraqi regime, m&llllein 
requested the US Government to freeze all Arab 
Union funds in tile US and release them only ldlen he, 
aa the AU's legal head, authorized the withdrawal, 

~Meg, Amman to SecState, 107, 15 JU1 58, 
DA IN 133255 (16 Jul 58). 

In a radio statement at l800Z, President Chamoun 
said that his government, beset by plotters against 
Lebanese freedom and sovereignty and disappointed 
b;y the failure or the Arab League and the UN. to help 
matters, had sought guarantees under the UN Charter, 
particularly Artiol.~ ·51, to regain peace and freedom. 

. -
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His short statement made no specific mention or the 
West or the US landing, but his remarks were 
followed by a resume or President Eisenhower's 
announcement that US forces were being dispatched 
to Lebanon. 

(U) Mag, Beirut to SecState, 412, 15 JUl 58, 
OCJCS rues. 

In a statement issued by the Turkish Foreign 
Minister, Turkey expressed its complete approval 
or the US action in Lebanon. The Prime Minister 
or Sudan also supported the US landing and called 
the event the "turning point towards stability." 
The official YUgoslavian news agency, however, 
criticized the unilateral US action in Lebanon as 
threatening to precipitate a new world war. 

]!!, 16 Jul. 58, 9:1, 11:5, 15:7. 

At 2100Z, CINCNORAD directed subordinate commands 
to assume a state of increased readiness in.con­
rormance ~th CONADR 55-3, l Nov 55, as amended • 

...1-87 Mag, CINCNORAD to COMMF'EMR STEAART /Bic7 
AF.B, et al., l52100Z Jul. 58, CAP IN 63346 (lo JUl 
58), "JRRrnn Lebanon Mag Pile. · 

The Joint Chiefs or starr forwarded to CINCSPECOMME 
a revised political directive for BLUE BAT (see 
item of 12 June 58). The State Department also 
sent a copy to the US Ambassador in Beirut. As 
compared with the draft approved by JCS in June, 
the revised version: . 

1. omitted all references to the UK; 

2. did not refer to "massive interference 
from outside" as the reason for the Lebanese 
request for assistance; 

3. used .more direct phraseology when 
describing the US purpose as "to aBB1St the 
Government or Lebanon in maintaining the 
independence and integrity of the country and 
to ensure the protection of US life and 
property"; 

4. stated that US forces would be witbdl'llwn 
when the Lebanese Government was· able. to act 
With sufficient force by itself, or·atter the 
the UN had assumed the responsibiirtiea 
undertaken by the US; 

5. directed CINCSPECOMME to establish liaison 
and cooperate with the UN Observer Group; 

6. omitted the statement that a warning had 
been issued that any interference with the US 
operations would be met with force; and 

7. strengthened slightly the instruction to 
regard the US .Ambassador • s views aa controlling 
on political-matters relating exclusively to 
Lebanon. 
~ Mag JCS to CINCSPECOMMB, JCS 944787, 

152122Z Jul 5~. CCS 381 Lebanon (5-13-58) sec 3. 
~Mag, SeoState to Beirut, 217, 15 Jul. 58, 
OCJCS files. 

--




