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TO: 

~:D:ORANPU~! FOR TilE PRES f HEN; 

The agreement is fpecifically designed for the sole purpose 
of deterring "all tin cats from the Soviet lJnion" to the ~<hole 
region, and is limited to threats caused by the Soviet llnion 
or "Soviet controlled forces from octside the rer,ion introduced 
into the region.'' Finally, the agreement provides that ''it is 
not directed at any state or grottp of stctcs "ithin the r6gion. 
It is intended solely for defensive pttrJ>oses a~ainst the above 
mentioned threat." The only miJitary exercises menti•)ncd arc 
"naval and air exercises in the eastern Mediterranean Sea." 
This docs not specifically exclude 1 and forces, but after a 
considerable negotiating strufcle, lt also docs not specifically 
identify land exercises, "hich ~<e were told ~<cttld have been 
seized on hy tl1e Arab nations as something inevitably directed 
against them. 

The other items in the agreement arc mostly procedural 
and all arc limited to activities designed to deter So\'iet 
threats against the ~<hole ~Iiddle ~ast. 

After sotnc very intense hargainin~, the atmosphere ~<as very 
good, and at both the luncheon and the dinner which l<e ga\"e for 
Minister Sharon he seemed plc:•scd, relieved ~nd, to som~ ~xtent, 
happy. 

As I mentioned, \\'C hac1 dispatched ~ team to Saudi /\rahia 
tc emphasize to Prince Sultan the nctrrcll·: :;cope of the agreement, 
and our Ambassadors in Egypt ••nd Jor<lan ~ill perrorM the same 
function.therc. Our b;,ck!~TOLinJ :>rcss ~ricfing \{i]l ~lso Clnpha
size that t<C have joined up ~<ith Israel in this agn,cment 
s01cly for the pur!JOS~ of dr-t.crring So\·ict thrc.:.ts :i~:;dnst the 
whole rcr.ion. 
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The ~nmc agreement will be offered to any moderate Arab 
state that wishes to sign or ~nter into oral agreem~nts to 
the same effect. While it is dotibtful that any will accept, 
it should be further evidence to them that the military sec11rity 
arrnngement is not unique r.or is it directed .against them. 
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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDHlG 

BETWEEN 

THE GOVEHNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES· 

AND 

THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL 

ON 

STRATEGIC COOPERATIOII 
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PREAMilLE -----
Thi3 Memorandum of Undcr:::tanding r~affir:n3 ll!<.: ':!O:c~.::mn bond~J of fr1cnd.3h1p 

between the United Stutes and l~racl und bulld~ on the mutu<tl security 

relationship that exists between the two nati0ns. The Parties recor.nize the 

need to enhance Strategic Cooperation to deter all threat!J fro1o the Soviet 

Union to the region. Uotlng the long-:-;.t.3.~c1ing and fruitful cooperation for 

mutual security that has developed between the two countries, the Partic!1 

have decided to establish a frar::~e-,.,ork for continuec! conoultation and 

cooperation to enhance their national sccuri ty by deterring such threats 

to the \Ihole region. 

The Parties have reached the followine agrccmcnt3 in ord~r to achieve the 

above aims. 

United States-Israeli Strategic Cooperation, ~s set forth in this flHlorandum, 

is designed agajn:c.t the threat to pGacc and security of the reflion caused by 

the Soviet Union or Sovict-~ontrollcd fordes from outside the region in~rojuccd 

into the region. It has the follo·"ing broad purpo~cs: 

a. To enable the Parties to act cooperatively and in a tim~ly r.;:mner to 

deal with ·the above mentioned threat. 

b. To provide each other with mil.ita:~y ~-o::;.sistance for operations of 

their forces in the area th~t rr.c1.Y be re:quircd to cope .~i th t~::~ U1re:a~. 

c. The Strategic Coop~ration Uct.\..'Ccn the Parties is not di.~ccted at any 

State or group of States within the rcr;ion. It i:; .intended :;olcly for 

d ... !fensi ve purpo3e:; against the above rcontioned thr(;il t... 
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1. The fields in which Strategic Cooperation ~ill be carried out to prevent 

the ahove mentioned threat from endangering the security of the region include: 

a. ~ilitary cooperation between the Parties, ns may be agreed by the 

l'arties. 

b. Joint military ex~rci3es, including naval and air ~xerci3es in the 

Eastern Hcditerrancrln Sea, as agreed upon by the Parties .. 

c. Cooperation for the establishment and maintenance of joint reaJincss 

activities, as agreed upon by the Parties. 

c. Other areas within the basic scope and purpose of this agreement, as 

may be jointly agreed. 

2. Details of activities within these fields of cooperation shall be worked 

out by the Parties in accordance with the provisions of Article III below. 

The cooperation will include, as appropriate, planning, preparations, and 

exercises. 

1. The Secretary of Defense and the thnister of Defense shall e<>tablish a 

Coordinating Council to further the purposes of this Memoranduc: 

a. To coordinate and provide guidance to Joint Working Groups; 

b. To monitor the implementation of ccopcraUon in the fields agreed 

upon by the Parties within the scope of this ae;r·eement; 

c. To hold periodic meetings, in Israel and the United States, for the 

'"urposes of discus3ing and resolving outstanding issue:: and to further the 

obj~ctives set fort.h in this r-~emorandum. Special rr.eetinp:s cnn be held at 

the request of cith<:!r p~ ... ty. The Secretary of Defcn!">c and l~inister of De:fcnst: 

will chair th~3e m~e:tings when~ver po:-;:::;iblc .. 
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Z. Joint Working Groups Hill acklress the follcn;ing issues. 

a. Military cooperation ben•een the Parties, inclucinz joint US-Israeli 

exercises in the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. 

b. Cooperation for the establishment of joint readiness activities 

including access to maintenance facilities ;mel other infra~tructure, consistent 

with the basic purposes of this aBreement. 

c. Cooperation in research and clevelop.llcnt, h11ildinp, on pa~;t cooperation 

in this area. 

d. Cooperation in defense tradc:. 

c. Other fields Hi thin the basic scope and purpose of this agreement, 

such as questions of prepositioning, as <Jgreed by the Coordinating Council. 

3. The future agenda for the 1wrk of the Joint \iorking Groups, their 

composition, and procedures for reportin~: to the Coordinating Council shall be 

agreed upon by the Parties. 

NUICLE IV 

This Memorandwn shall enter into force upon exclwnr.e of notificntion t.Jwt. 

required procedures have been completed by each Party. If either Party 

considers it necessary to terminate this Nsmorilndti!Tl of Unclerstnndinr!, it may do 

.so hy notifyinp, the other Party six months in 2dva"cc of the effective elate of 

tennination. 

Ali.TICLE V 

Nothing in the l·f~rnorandwn shall he consickrcd a:; clcro;!atin!! frr>:n prcvtOir~; 

agrcE:i:lents and unclerst;~ndin[!S br;th·c.:r;n thz.: Partie~ .. 
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The Parties share the understanding that nothing in tnis Mornorandun is intended 

to or shall in any way prejudice the rights and oblig:.tivns which devolve or 

may devolve upon either government unde~ the Charter of the United Nntions or 

under International l.aw. The Parties reaffirm their faith in the purposes and 

principles of the Charter of the United !lations and their aspiration to live in 

peace with all countries in the region. 

For the Government of the United States 

Caspar H. Weinberger 
Secretary of Defense 

For the G~vcrn~ent of Isr~el 

Ariel Sharon 
H.inister of Defense 


