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SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

NARRATIVE SUMMARY 

The following is a narrative summary of events beginning with 
report of the capture of the SS 1-'IAYAGUEZ by a Cambodian gunboat, 
and concluding with the extraction of the Marines from Kaoh 
Tang Island. All times used are Eastern Daylight Time (to con-· 
vert to Gulf of Thailand time add eleven hours) . 

r-~-- .. 
The incident became known in Washington at-.,9512 hours on 12 

May 75 when the NMCC received a report from the'Affierican Embassy 
Jakarta that the SS MAYAGUEZ had possibly been boarded. At .0730 
hours NMCC requested that a reconnaissance ,aircraft be launched 
from Utapao Airfield, Thailand, and at about lQOO hours, a P-3 
took off to begin coverage of the area. By mid~afternoon other 
reconnaissance aircraft had been added and continuous surveil~ 
lance was maintained until the end of the operation. First 
battle damage was incurred when a P-3 was hit by one round of 
small arms fire from a gunboat at 2116 hours.· During the after­
noon, the destroyer USS HOLT; the support ship USS VEGA, the 
USS CORAL SEA'carrier task group, and the destroyer USS WILSON­
had been directed to proceed to the vicinity of Kompong Som 
from various locations in the Western Pacific. All of these 
ships were to play a ~ignificant role in the operations on 14-
15 May. By midnight the MAYAGUEZ had moved from the vicinity 
of Poulo wai Island to near Kaoh Tang Island. 

On 13 Hay during the early morning hours, JCS directed CINC­
PAC to maintain fighter/gunship cover over the MAYAGUEZ to 
effect release of the ship or to prevent her movement into 
port. At 0619 hours an A-7 reported placing ordnance in the 
water to signal the ship not to get underway. During the re­
mainder of the morning, several small boats were observed 
moving to the MAYAGUEZ and between the ship and Kaoh Tang 
Island. It was concluded that the crew of the MAYAGUEZ was 
moved to the island during this time • 

,... - ,· ._, -

,/_,-c 

. At 1210 hours, CINCPAC was directed by JCS to move all 
available USAF helicopters and a detachment of Security Police 
to Utapao, arid to bring two reinforced Marine platoons from .1···'' 
CubiPoint, Philippines to Utapao. During movement of the 
Security Police, a CH-53 crashed due to unknown causes, kill-
ing all 23 persons on board. At 1512 hours on 13 May, JCS 
directed CINCPAC to move a Marine Battalion from Okinawa to 
Utapao. All the above deployments were completed by 0300 hours 
on 14 May. 
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During the remainder of 13 May and into early evening of the 
14th, efforts continued to prevent the MAYAGUEZ from getting 
underway until us forces could be positioned. Also, it was dur-[ 
ing this period, ·at 2020 hours, that an A-7 sank the first patrol 
boat of the operation while attempting to divert the craft. / 
Authority to sink this boat had been given by the President 
eight minutes earlier. Shortly thereafter, a boat was seen 
leaving the island proceeding towards Kompong Som with a group 
of people in the bow. The pilot of the aircraft who made the 
sighting reported that these people were possibly caucasians. 

!· / '/ 
Unsuccessful attempts to turn back this boat including using c- • • 

riot control agents and firing across its bow; however, the 
boat continued and subsequently entered the harbor. It was not 
taken under direct attack because of the probability of Ameri­
cans being aboard. One hour later, at midnight on the 13th, 
authority was given to attack and sink all small craft in the 
vicinity of Kaoh Tang. 

Just before one o'clock on the morning of 14 May, CINCPAC and 
USSAG/7AF were tasked by the Acting Chairman, following an NSC 
meeting, to make preparations to seize the MAYAGUEZ, occupy Kaoh 
Tang Island, conduct B-52 strikes against the port of Kompong 
Som and Ream Airfield, sink all Cambodian small craft in target 
areas, and plan to also use tactical aircraft from the USS CORAL 
SEA. Preparations were to be completed in.time for execution 
early on 15 May. The USSAG/7AF concept plan to conduct these 
operations was received in Washington at 1330 hours on 14 May 
and approved, with minor modification, by CINCPAC. The opera­
tional concept is attached at Tab _C_ and subsequent events fol­
lowed this scenario closely, with tactical air from the USS 
CORAL SEA being substituted for B-52s in the attacks on the 
mainland. 

The operation to effect the recovery of the SS MAYAGUEZ and 
crew from Cambodian control began with the military ex~cute 
order issued after an NSC meeting at 1652 hours on 14 May, fol­
lowing extensive planning and prepositioning of forces. The 
initial order directed CINCPAC to seize and secure the MAYAGUEZ . .:(.5· 
using Marines placed aboard the destroyer USS HOLT, and then to ~ 
sail or tow the ship to sea as soon as possible. This order 
also directed a Marine helicopter assault on Kaoh Tang Island. 
Locations of the ship and island are as shown on Map, Tab c. 
Tactical air from Thailand and the carrier USS CORAL SEA was 
authorized to support the operations as required, as was the 
use of naval gunfire and riot control agents. 
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· At 1714 hours on 14 May, th~ first helicopter took off 
from Utapao Airfield, Thailand, where all available USAF heli­
copt'ers and the Marine Ground Security Force had been position­
ed. Tactical air began to launch from Thailand to provide con­
tinuous coverage for the operation and the airborne command 
post, flying over the Gulf of Thailand, assumed overall control 
at the onset. The first three helicopters carrying 48 Marine 
Ground Security Force combat troops, six Military Sealift Com­
mand personnel, six US Navy explosive ordnance disposal techni­
cians, and a linguist arrived over the USS HOLT at 1858 hours,· 
Personnel transfer to the HOLT was completed by 1922 hours. The 
HOLT came alongside the MAYAGUEZ at 2045 hours, and 20 minutes 
later reported in full control of the ship. There were no per­
sonnel found on the MAYAGUEZ at the time of the boarding, but 
food found on the dining table and a warm kettle on the stove 
were evidence of a recent, hasty departure. 

At 1710 hours, based on word passed from an NSC meeting in 
progress, JCS directed CINCPAC to commence cyclic strike oper- '::.:·;· 
ations from the USS CORAL SEA on the Kompong Som complex, with 
first time on target specified at 2045 hours to coincide with 
the estimated time of capture of the MAYAGUEZ. This estimate 
proved to be exceedingly accurate. The first cycle was to be 
armed reconnaissance with Cambodian aircraft and military water­
craft as principal targets. Subsequent flights were to make 
maximum use of precision guided munitions to attack targets of 
military significance. The first cycle did not expend ordnance 
pro'bably due to some uncertainty because of a temporary divert 
after becoming airborne and their inability to positively iden­
tify principal targets as Cambodian. The second cycle struck 
the Ream Airfield. The runway was cratered, several aircraft 
were destroyed or damaged, and the hangars were badly damaged. 
The third and final cycle struck the naval base at Ream damag-
ing the barracks area and the Kompong Som port and P.OL refinery. 
Two warehouses were damaged in the port and a direct hit was 
scored on a large building in the marshalling yard. This ini­
tial bomb damage assessment is preliminary, based on pilot re­
ports and some photography, and may be refined as more inform­
ation becomes available. Photographs of the target areas are 
included at Enclosure 4 to Tab D. Operations against the main­
land terminated with final time on target of 0010 hours on 15 
May. 

The assault on Kaoh Tang Island (Photograph with Tab B) be-'..:' 
gan at 1720 hours on 14 May with the take-off from Utapao of 
the first three of eight total USAF helicopters transporting 
Marine assault forces. At 1909 hours, one of the first heli­
copters in the area of the island reported hostile ground fire. 
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Th,e fli,ght mechanic was wounded and became the first casualty 
of the operation. A second helicopter was reported hit and 
burning in the water six minutes later. The third helicopter 
from this flight'was reported crashed on the beach at 1945 
hours. Thirty minutes later insertion of the first assault B 
wave had been completed. Of the eight helicopters in the 
first wave, three crashed on the beach or in the water and two 
were disabled, one landing on a Thai island for fuel before 
proceeding to Utapao and the other returning directly to Utapao. 
The Marine Ground Force Commander had secured his initial posi-
tion at the northwestern landing zone by 2147 hours, and was 
receiving occasional automatic weapon fire and encountering 
claymore mine detonations. On the eastern landing zone, across 
the island from the main force, 22 personnel were isolated near 
the helicopter which had crashed on the beach. For photograph 
of the landing zones, see Enclosure 1 to Tab B. 

At 2223 hours a boat was reported approaching the island fly-
ing a white flag. The destroyer USS WILSON picked up the occu- .r! 
pants of the boat at 2305 hours. Shortly thereafter, it was re-r . 
ported that the entire crew of the MAYAGUEZ was accounted for c..,-: 
aboard the WILSON and that a11· were in good condition. The five­
man Thai crew of the boat which brought the MAYAGUEZ crew to the 
WILSON from Kaoh Rong San Lem was provided food and fuel. By 0025 
hours on 15 May, the MAYAGUEZ crew had been returned to their ship, 
and the ship was towed away from the island by the uss HOLT. 

The initial assault wave had landed approximately 180 Marines 
on .Kaoh Tang. Additional ground security forces had been request-
ed by the commander on the island to provide reinforcement for a 
successful withdrawal or to continue offensive onerations. The 
second Marine assault wave began to arrive in the area at about 
2345 hours on 14 May. The helicopters received ground fire and 
one of the first two was damaged. At eight minutes ·past midnight, 
the Marines were reported in good position with the enemy forced 
back. At 0049 hours on 15 May the order was given to 'immediately 
cease all offensive operations and to disengage and withdraw all 
forces from the area as soon as possible consistent with safety/ 
self defense. At 0121 hours, a helicopter from the second 
assault wave was hit at the island, and, along with two othet 
helicopters, returned to Utapao without unloading Marines. 

Initial efforts to withdraw forces from the island concentrated 
on extracting the 22,personnel in the vicinity of the downed heli­
copter on the beach, as this small force could have been rather 
easily overrun if left overnight. The helicopter making the attempt 
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was hit by ground fire at 0334 hours and recovered on the USS 
CORAL SEA. The main body of the Marine ground force, with a 
strength of approximately 213 personnel, had been unable to 
reach the downed helicopter or the.22-man Marine force, isolated 
on the opposite side of the island since approximately 1945 hours. 

The extraction of the ground force was complicated by the re­
duction in numbers of helicopters operational (seven total of all 
types) , the amount of enemy ground fire received by each inbound 
helicopter and the approach of darkness. Small boats from the . 
uss HOLT and USS WILSON began efforts to assist in the withdrawal 
and approached the beaches at 0615 hours, but aborted due to 
ground fire. Working with naval gunfire and TACAIR support and 
with the ground force commander's recommendation that the extract­
ion continue as necessary into darkness, helicopters recovering 
to the CORAL SEA were finally able to clear all USMC personnel 
from the island at 0917 hours, 15 May. Two hours earlier the 
sma!l group near the downed helicopter had been the first extr­
acted. 

' -
Latest reports indicate that there were 11. USMC, two USAF, and 

two USN killed in action, 41 USMC, seven USAF, and two USN wound­
ed in action, and three USMC missing in action. The missing per­
sonnel are members of a Marine machine gun crew last seen during 
the final helicopter extraction from the northwestern landing 
zone, Kaoh Tang Island. Debriefing and investigation to determine 
final status of these MIAS are still being conducted. 

A~ the approximate time of the extraction of the last Marines 
from.Kaoh Tang Island, JCS directed that the residual force of 
789 Marines at Utapao be retrograded from Thailand by daylight, 
16 May (Bangkok time) . The first C-141 aircraft with 150 Marines 
lifted off from the Utapao Airfield at 1156 hours with the last 
aircraft departing at 1710 hours, 15 May. 

With the extraction of the last Marines from Kaoh Ta~g Island 
and the retrograde of the Marines from T~_land, the operation 
was successfully concluded. Reconnaissance sorties were contin­
ued until 17 May to provide bomb damage assessment and to search 
for the missing in action. 
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DIA INTELLIGENCE APPRAISAL 

1. Several islands off shore from the Cambodian mainland have been 
disputed by the Vietnamese and Cambodians over ownership for some 
time, particularly due to the possibility of oil deposits on the 
continental shelf. It appears that the Khmer Communists (KC) have 
decided to garrison these islands before the Vietnamese Communists 
focus their attention on them. Puolo Wai and Kaoh Tang Islands 
are two of these KC garrisoned locations. 

2. Kaoh Tang Island (Encl l), the suspected retention site of the 
SS Y~YAGUEZ crew prior to initiation of Marine landing operations, 
is approximately 3 l/2 miles long and two miles wide at its greatest 
width. Two small islets lie about l/2 mile off the east and south 
coast of the main island. The island is rock fringed with its 
highest point at its northern extremity. Two shallow coves press 
into the eastern and western neck of the island's northern plateau. 
The eastern cove has a long shallow coral sand beach excellent 
for helicopter landings. A near surface coral reef excludes 
vessels of any draft greater than 3-4 feet from reaching the beach. 

3. No dwellings other than one or two small huts near the beach of 
the northeastern cove were identified prior to initiation of 
operations. Miscellaneous small fishing boats and navy patrol 
type craft were known.to ply the waters between the islands and the 
mainland. 

4. The following information was the best information available 
on the KC military situation in the area at_~~~_gnset of the 
operation: 

a. Khmer Communist 3rd Division directing operations in the 
coastal area; 1800-2000 troops. 

b. KC units sent to small islands. 

c. 150-200 KC possibly on Kaoh Tang; 
less rifles, 30 caliber, 7.62 mm and 
Rocket Propelled Grenade Launchers . 

82 mm mortars, 75 rnm recoil-
12.7 mm machine guns, B40/4l 

d. 1500-2000 KC vicinity Ream/K~mpong Som. 

e. Possible KC naval craft in coastal areas. 

16-18 Swift Boats 

.. 
l-3 Riverine patrol craft 

2 Landing craft utility 
4 Landing craft medium 

l-177 Foot patrol craft 

:I • -
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mix on naval boats. 

3 inch guns 
20/40 mm anti-aircraft 
50 cal./7.62 mm/12.7 mm machine guns. 

g. KC air defense capability. 

Unknown number 23 mm/37 mm AAA weapons with 37 mm sites 
known at Ream Airfield. 

h. Small number T-28, AU-24, AC-47 and helo gunships with 
unknown operational status and location. 

i. Tactical Communications probably fair using residual US 
equipment provided to the former Marine Navy Khmer (MNK), 
and Forces Armee National Khmer (FANK) • 

5. Post Operations Intelligence. 

a. The enemy force on the island is estimated at less than 
200 troops, and armed with weapons indicated in paragraph 4c, 
above, with the addition of unknown types of antipersonnel 
mines. The KC had prepared defensive positions at key 
locations, especially with automatic weapons on the northern 
most high ground that commands the northeast and northwest· 
coves and beaches. 

b. ""Sensi ti"v.e e~;;Otirces "indicate· tRat·· the KC suffered personnel 
casualties oi'47· kilied and 55 wou~ded in all strike areas. 
Included in this total were 10 dead boat pilots and an 
unknown number missing. 

c. Mainland bomb damage assessment (BDA) is presently being 
evaluated and portions of available photography are contained 
in Encl 4 to TAB D. BDA of sunken ships is also being 
evaluated with present probable losses in Encl 7 to TAB D. 

6. Encl 2, SS MAYAGUEZ debrief. 
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'· UNCLA,SSIFIED 

DEBRIEF OF MAYAGUEZ CREW 

The cr'ew of the SS MAYAGUEZ was debriefed twice; once by US Navy 
personnel of the USS WILSON and once by the US Naval Attache, 
singapore. Information presented in both debriefs is essentially 
the same and is outlined as follows: 

- 12 May - SS V~YAGUEZ challenged seven nm southwest of Paulo 
Wai Island by two PCF Swift boats; 50 cal machinegun fire 
across bow and down the sides. Boarded by seven armed 
men, none of whom spoke English. 

-Ship's Master told to take the ship to Kompong Sam; Master 
indicated he could not comply due to broken radar, remained 
anchored, night of 12 May near Paulo Wai. 

- On 13 May, ship moved to vicinity Kaoh Tang Island, anchored 
and disembarked to Thai fishing boat and Khmer boat; US 
TACAIR arrived on the scene. Thai fishermen gave food and water 
to crew. English speaking Cambodian asked about ship's cargo 
and mission. At dark, Khmer took Master and several crewmen 
back to ship to check out locked rooms. On arrival; flares 
dropped by US aircraft caused Khmer to return group to boats. 

- 14 May, Thai fishing boat with crew, preceeded by two 
Khmer patrol craft, headed toward Kompong Sam; patrol boats 
believed sunk by airstrikes. TACAIR placed gunfire across 
fishing boat bow and hit it with RCA but fishing boat with 
crew reached Kompong Sam. Boat then proceeded to Koh Rang 
San Lem Island. ------·-----"-'----- ··---------·---.. --·---------

- Master convinced Cambodians that he could get US forces to 
stop bombing/strafing if ship and crew released. 

On 15 May at 0530 hours local (Golf) crew was put in Thai 
fishing boat to return to ~~YAGUEZ and escorted to a point 
about one mile from Koh Rang Sam Lem Island and released. 
Crew put up white cloth on bamboo poles and continued 
movement until picked up by the USS WILSON at 0958 Local 
(Golf) and then returned to SS MAYAGUEZ. 

- MAYAGUEZ under tow at 1540 hours Local (Golf) and under own 
power at 1648 hours local 15 May. 

- Thai fishermen received food and water from the USS WILSON, 
diesel fuel from the USS HOLT and escorted out of the area to 
return to Thailand; fishermen reportedly held by the Cambodians 
for five months. 

UNCLASSIFIED 



.. $i. 

UNCr.ASSIFIED 

Ship's captain states that Cambodian fear of airstrikes and 
prompt US force response were the primary causes for release 
of the ship and its crew. 

' 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

OPERATIONAL CONCEPT 

Ref: ~lap attached. 

1. MISSION: Seize the SS MAYAGUEZ and conduct military operations 
to influence the outcome of US initiatives to secure the release 
of the ship's crew. 

2. CONCEPT: 

a. Assault to begin at sunrise 15 May. 

b. Using three USAF helicopters, insert 48 marines, 12 USN/MSC 
personnel, an explosive ordnance team and a Cambodian linguist 
on the USS HOLT. 

c. Using eight USAF CH/HH-53 helicopters execute a combat 
assault on Kaoh Tang Island, with 175 marines in the initial 
wave and subsequent buildup to a total of 625 Marines on the 
island. 

d. USS HCiLT, upon closure of Marine Security Force, conduct 
operation to seize the USS MAYAGUEZ and take action to remove 
the ship from the operational area. 

e. Marine assault force on Kaoh Tang Island secure the island 
and rescue members of the SS MAYAGUEZ that may be found there. 

f. Combat support. 

(1) Destroyers USS WILSON and USS HOLT provide naval gunfire 
and search and rescue support. 

(2) USAF TACAIR: A-7, F-4 and F-111 aircraft used during 
daylight and F-111/AC-130 aircraft used at night. Provide 
close air support for marine assault forces. Prevent 
movement of Cambodian small craft in the Kaoh Tang/Poulo 
Wai Island complex. 

(3) USN TACAIR: A-6 and A-7 aircraft engage Cambodian 
shipping in designated area. Maintain continuous armed 
reconnaissance during daylight. Prepare to strike mainland 
targets, if directed. 
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(4i B-52 force from Guam conduct conventional airstrikes 
against Ream Airfield, and ports of Kompong Som and Ream 
beginning approximately three hours after the assault on 
Kaoh Tang Island. As an alternate, USN TACAIR from the 
CORAL SEA instead of the B-52 force will strike designated 
mainland targets. 

(5) Search and Rescue: USAF HC-130 fixed wing and HH-53 
helicopters respond as required. 

(6) On scene coordination: Airborne command and control 
center in an EC-130 aircraft provide continuous coverage. 

(7) Helicopters for assault force: CH/HH-53 helicopters 
shuttle marine force to Kaoh Tang Island from Utapao RTAFB, 
Thailand. (3.5-4 hour turn around time - l hour 45 minutes 
flight one way). 

(8) Air refueling: SAC KC-135 tankers support USAF TACAIR 
requirements; HC-l30s support HH-53 helicopters. 

(9) Weather reconnaissance, forward air controllers, flare 
support, flak suppression, escort, rescue cover, electronic 
warfare, electronic intelligence, air refueling, search 
and rescue and other support actions conducted as required. 

(10) Landing zone clearing using the BLU-82 (15,000 pound 
special purpose bomb) authorized, as required. 

g. Command and Control. 

(l) Overall operational control of PACOM forces directed by 
CINCPAC as authorized by the JCS. 

(2) CINCSAC exercises operational control of committed B-52 
force for strikes that may be directed by JCS. 

(3) COMUSSAG/7AF exercises on scene coordinating authority 
for supporting forces as directed by CINCPAC. 
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SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

PERSONNEL CASUALTIES 

following is a summary of subject casualties reported by 

Service Headquarters as of 1430 EDT 20 May 1975: 

KIA MIA WIA 

USN 2 0 2 

USMC 11 3 41 

USAF 2 0 7 

TOTALS 15 3 50 
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SERVICE 

USAF* 

USN 

USMC 

SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

HELICOPTER SORTIES 
LOST/DAMAGED 

HELOS EMPLOYED SORTIES LOSS DAMAGE 

7 CH-53 20 CH-53 3 CH-53 4 CH-53 

8 HH-53 32 HH-53 6 HH-5 3 

2 SH-3G 4 

None 

CAUSE 

G·round fire 
Kaoh Tang 
Island 

* Does not include 8 CH-53 and 11 HH-53 deployment/redeployment 
sorties to and from Utapao nor CH-53 lost due to unknown causes 
during deployment. 
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SERVICE 

USAF 

SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

TACAIR OPERATIONS FROM THAILAND 

TYPE ACFT SORTIES 

F-4 164 

A-7 44 

F-lll 45 

AC-130 19 

C-130 6 

TOTAL 278 

TARGETS 

Close air spt 
vic Kaoh Tang. 

Close air spt 
vic Kaoh Tang 
and RCA on 
~1AYAGUEZ. 

Close air spt 
vic Kaoh Tang. 

Close air spt 
vic Kaoh Tang. 

LOSS/DAMAGE 

1 damaged - hole in 
inlet ramp. 

1 damaged - hole in 
wing. 

1 BLU 82 dropped. 
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SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

TACAIR OPERATIONS FROM CARRIER CORAL SEA AND 
BOMB DAMAGE ASSESSMENT, MAINLAND STRIKES 

SERVICE TYPE ACFT 

USN A-7 

A-6 

A-7 

A-7 

A-6 

F-4 

A-6 
• 

A-7 

TOTAL 

SORTIES 

5* 

2* 

2* 

4* 

2* 

18 

4 

10 

47 

TARGETS 

REAM/KOMPONG SOM AIRFIELD 

REAM/KOMPONG SOM AIRFIELD 

REAM PORT/POL STORAGE 

KOMPONG SOM PORT/POL FACILITY 

REAM PORT /POL STORAGE 

CAP/ESCORT 

CLOSE AIR SUPPORT KAOH TANG ISLAND 

CLOSE AIR SUPPORT KAOH T~~G ISLAND 

* Results of airstrikes Cambodian mainland. 

KOMPONG SOM PORT COMPLEX: 

- Two warehouses damaged and fires noted 

- POL refinery hit 

- Railroad marshalling yard building hit, no fire or secondary 
explosions noted 

RE~-"1 NAVAL BASE: 

- Barracks destroyed; POL fires noted 

REAM AIRFIELD: 

- Numerous A/C destroyed, 5 A/C damaged 
Hangars dampged, runway cratered, large POL fire, active 37 mm 
AAA site damaged. 
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SERVICE 

USAF 

USN 

~- . 

SS !I!AYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

COt•'JBAT SUPPORT AIRCRAFT OPEPJ,TIONS 

TYPE SORTIES MISSION 

OV-10 4 Fon-1ard Air Controller 

EC-130 6 Airborne Command and 
Control Center 

HC-130 8 Search and Rescue Control 
and HH-53 Refuelers 

CH/HH-53 3 Search and Rescue (_____ 

KC-135 49 'TACAIR Refuelers 

Sub Total 70 

KA-6D 6 Refueler 

KA-7D 2 Refueler 

El-B 4 Jl.irborne Early Warning 

Sub Total 12 

Grand Total 82 
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55 MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

RECONNAISSANCE SORTIES 

HAY 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th Total 

USAF -
"RF- 4C 0 4 6 4 2 16 

*U-2R 1 3 3 3 1 11 

RC-135 0 0 1 0 1 2 

USN 

EP-3E 1 0 0 0 0 1 

RF-SG 0 0 0 2 0 2 

**P-3 ----------------------------- 18 

50 

* Increased tasking from one/8-hr mission per day to 24-hr/day 
coverage for radio relay. -( 

** Continuous surveillance of Gulf of Thailand th=oughout 
MAYAGUEZ incident. 
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55 MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

RESULTS OF ATTACKS AGAINST 
CAMBODIAN NAVAL VESSELS 

Following is a recapitulation of the results of reported strikes 
on Cambodian naval vessels. 

Sinkings to Prevent Movement of 
55 MAYAGUEZ to Kompong Som 

Date/Time of Incident 
(all times are EDT) 

Struck by Type Vessel 

132020 May 75 

140040 May 75 

141406 May 75 

A-7 

F-4 

AC-130 

Patrol Boat 

2 small 
boats 

Patrol craft 

Sinkings to Protect USMC 
Forces on Kaoh Tang Island 

Date/Time of Incident Struck by Type Vessel 

Large barge 150100 May 75 F-4 

150140 May 75 A-7 Patrol craft 

150146 May 75 F-lll 2 small boats 

150540 May 75 USS WILSON Patrol boat 

Results 

Sunk NE 
Kaoh Tang 
Island 

Sunk between 
MAYAGUEZ & 
Kaoh Tang Is. 

Sunk 2 miles 
ENE Kaoh Tang 
Island 

Results 

Sunk North· 
Kaoh Tang Is. 

Sunk 6 miles 
south Kompong 
Som 

Sunk south 
Kaoh Tang Is. 

Sunk north 
Kaoh Tang Is. 

TOTAL 8 patrol craft and one 
barge sunk. 
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SS MAYAGUEZ/KAOH TANG ISLAND OPERATION 

RETROGRADE OF US MARINES FROM THAILAND 

It was directed that all USMC personnel be extracted from 
Thailand by daylight 16 May (Bangkok time). As a result, the 
~lilitary Airlift Command, using C-141 aircraft, began outloading 
from Utapao RTAFB immediately after termination of combat operations. 
There were 789 Marines for transport to Kadena Airfield, Okinawa. 
The first aircraft departed Utapao at 1156 hours (EDT) 15 May and 
the last trooplift aircraft departed Utapao at 1710 hours (EDT) 
15 Hay (approximately one and one half hours prior to Bangkok 
daylight) arriving Kadena at approximately 2225 hours (EDT) 15 May. 
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TIME 

120512 EDT 

120703 EDT 

120957 EDT 

121111 EDT 

121441 EDT 

121546 .EDT 

121829 EDT 

122116 EDT 

130225 EDT 

130617 EDT 

130619 ETD 

SS.J.\AYAGUEZ 
JCS LOG 
(120512 

EV£NT 

G ISLAND OPERATION 
OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS 
EDT THRU 150920 EDT 

V.AY 1975) 

US Embassy, Jakarta reports possible boarding 
of SS MAYAGUEZ. (Critic 0356) 

Deputy Director for Operations (DDO), National 
Military Command Center (NMCC) requested Paciffc 
Corr~and (PACOM) to launch reconnaissance 
(recce) aircraft from Utapao - Estimate time 
of launch 121000 EDT . 

PACOM reports that P-3 recce aircraft airborne 
(40 minutes to surveillance area), 

COMSEVENTHFLT tasks USS HOLT and USS VEGA to 
proceed to search area. 

CINCPACFLT directs USS CORAL SEA and escorts 
(TG 77.5) to proceed to vicinity of Kompong 
Som and directs Amphibious Ready Group (ARG) 
.(USS OKINAWA, DULUTH, BARBOUR COUNTY, MT. 
VERNON) to prepare to proceed to scene. 

JCS (msg) directs continuous P-3 surveillance 
and tracking of Cambodian naval units (observe 
12 mile limit) . 

TG 77.5 ETA Gulf of Thailand at 15030.0 EDT. 
USS WILSON underway with ETA of 142000 EDT. 

P-3 aircraft reports positive identification 
made of MAYAGUEZ - 09° 56N - 102° 58 E; 
two gunboats in vicinity - on 1000 yard· pass 
P-3 was fired upon and took one hit in vertical 
stabilizer. 

SS MAYAGUEZ is dead in the water at 10° 20 N -
103° 09 E; surveillance aircraft received 
small arms fire (tracer) from SS MAYAGUEZ, 

Message confirming telecon between J-3/JCS/and J-3/ 
CINCFAC: Directed to maintain constant 
TACAIR/gunship coverage of the MAYAGUEZ - auth­
ority granted to fire in vicinity of but not at 
small boats to prevent movement - authority 
granted to proceed within the 12 mile limit. 

A-7 placing ordnance in the water vicinity 
MAYAGUEZ as a signal not to get underway. 
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130642 EDT 

130644 EDT 

130705 EDT 

] 130716 EDT 

] 130753 EDT 

] 
130845 EDT 

131021 - 131040 

1 131041 EDT 

] 131200 EDT 

] 

131210 EDT 

EVENT 

Small boats approacnJ.ng MAYAGUEZ from vicinity 
Kaoh Tang. F-111 directed to make a low pass 
to discourage or slow their movement. 

Small boats tied up to ~ffiYAGUEZ. No reaction 
from people aboard the ship. 

Small boats departed }ffiYAGUEZ for Kaoh Tang; 
personnel appearing to be Caucasians sittin9 
with heads on knees. 

Thai Prime Minister states that Thai position 
on retaliation is that it should be between the US 
and Cambodia and should not involve Thailand. 

Two small boats at Kaoh Tang Island are off 
loading people onto the island. 

MAYAGUEZ is still ~ead in the water. All 
personnel appear to still be on the island. 
Surveillance aircraft is drawing small arms 
fire from the island. 

Two 50 foot patrol boats went to the MAYAGUEZ 
and then departed the ship; status of 
passengers unknown. 

USS HOLT directed to move to secure or disable the 
MAYAGUEZ upon arrival at the scene. 

JCS directed CINCPAC and USSAG/7AF that Kaoh Tang 
should be isoiated by intercepting all boats. 
Action should be reported to JCS within 10 minutes 
of occurrence. Decision to sink boats resides in 
Washington. Directive result of NSC meeting. 

JCS execute message dispatched: 

- All available helicopters in Thailand to 
Utapao. 

- Two marine platoons from Cubi Pt. to Utapao. 

- Marine battalion at Okinawa placed in advance 
deployability posture. 
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131422 EDT 

131512 EDT 

131705 EDT 

132012 EDT 

] 132020 EDT 

. , 

.j 
132152 EDT 

132255 EDT 

132353 EDT 

l4 0005 EDT 

140006 EDT 

140040 EDT 

J 
140048 EDT 

EVENT 

Reconnaissance aircraft observed personnel off 
loaded from MAYAGUEZ; TACAIR received ground fire 
from Kaoh Tang Island. 

JCS directs USMC battalion to move from Okinawa 
to Utapao via MAC airlift. 

Marine Battalion ~anding Team (2d Battalion, 9th 
Marines) began movement to Utapao; estimated. 
completion time of 140300 EDT. 

JCS relayed to CINCPAC and USSAG/7AF President's 
decision through SECDEF to sink a Cambodian 
patrol boat attempting to leave vicinity of the 
island. 

A-7 aircraft attempted to divert a Cambodian 
patrol boat; boat sunk with 10 survivors 
sighted in a raft . 

Fishing boat .with possible Caucasians aboard 
spotted moving toward the mainland northeast 
of Kaoh Tang Island. 

TACAIR fired across bow of fishing boat and 
dropped riot control agents on the boat to 
divert or stop its movement; vessel con­
tinued its course. 

F-lll aircraft received antiaircraft fire from 
an island west of Kompong Som. 

Authority given from President through SECDEF 
to sink four boats at Island and another patrol 
boat which previously fled island and now moored 
at another island. 

JCS verbal authority given to sink small boats 
and advises caution in actions against craft 
next to the MAYAGUEZ or at Kaoh Tang Island. 

Two F-4 aircraft expended 2,000 rounds of 20 mm 
on small boats in cove; one secondary explosion. 
Two boats sunk. 

ACJCS debriefed CINCPAC and major subordinate 
commanders on the NSC meeting and provided planning 
guidance for military operations to recover the ship 
and crew as follows: At first light 15 May, US Forces 
will be prepared to secure Kaoh Tang Island and simul­
taneously board the MAYAGUEZ. Also plan for strikes 
against Kompong Som complex using B-52s from Guam 
and TACAIR from the USS CORAL SEA. 
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14005.5 EDT ' 

140520 EDT 

140952 EDT 

141406 EDT 

141421 EDT 

141442 EDT 

141645 EDT 

1416 52 EDT 

141703 EDT 

141710 EDT 

141710 EDT . 

EVENT 

JCS message confirms verbal authority to sink small 
boats (item 140006 EDT). 

CINCPACFLT directed USS HANCOCK to sail in~ediately 
with troops and helicopters for MAYAGUEZ operational 
area. 

AC-130 aircraft directed by on-scene commander to 
prevent any boat from approaching the MAYAGUEZ. 

AC-130 gunship sunk a patrol craft two miles east 
northeast of Kaoh Tang Island. 

USS HOLT standing by 25 nautical miles northwest 
of Kaoh Tang Island. 

P-3 aircraft directed to locate Swedish vessel 
HIRADO. 

NSC Meeting to JCS: Directed forces to begin oper­
ations to board MAYAGUEZ and make a helicooter 
assault on Kaoh Tang Island, but excluded ~ir 
attacks on the Mainland of Cambodia. 

JCS gave verbal order to CINCPAC to initiate the 
operation- excluded mainland strikes. 

First flight of assault helicopters to depart 
Utapao at 1714 EDT - third flight of the first 
wave to depart at 1723. First three HH-53 
(Jolly Green 11, 12, 13) to go to USS HOLT 
and the remaining five (Knife 21, 22, 23, 31, 
32) to Kaoh Tang Island. 

NSC meeting to JCS: Directed cyclic strike 
operations from the USS CORAL SEA against targets 
in the Kompong Som Complex with first time-on 
target specified at 2045. Details of operational 
authorities and principal targets were included. 

JCS directed CINCPAC to commence cyclic strike 
operations against the Kompong Som Complex with 
the first time on target of 142045 EDT. First 
flight to be armed reconnaissance. Make use of 
guided munitions against targe.ts of military 
significance. 
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Hl742 EDT 

141845 EDT 

141858 EDT 

Hl909 EDT 

141915 EDT 

141922 EDT 

141930 EDT 

141940 EDT 

141946 EDT 

142028 EDT 

142029 EDT 

142044 EDT 

14.?045 EDT 

142047 EDT 

142048 EDT 

EVENT 

JCS msg confirms verbal execute order of 1652 EDT. 

Five flights of A-7 TACAIR launched for operational 
area. 

Three HH-53s arrived over the USS HOLT. 

Knife 22 (CH-53) received small arms fire at the 
landing zone (LZ); flight mechanic wounded. 

Knife 21 (CH-53) crashed into the water 1 nm 
north northwest of Kaoh Tang Island. 

Jolly Green 11 and 12 completed offload of 
marines on the USS HOLT and proceeded to provide 
SAR support for Knife 21 (crashed in water 
between Kaoh Tang Island and the USS WILSON) . 

Knife 22 reported to be losing fuel - Knife 23 
providing escort. 

Knife 23 and 31 reported rece~v~ng small arms 
fire from the tree line vicinity of the 
LZ on the northeastern beach, Kaoh Tang Island. 
Knife 31 subsequently crashed and burned on the 
beach waterline and Knife 23 crashed on the beach 
a short distance away from 31. 

Approximately 100 marines inserted on the 
island; difficulty in forming up; some hours 
before reinforcement possible . 

White House Situation Room forw·ards direction 
that COR~ SEA aircraft are not to release 
ordnance on Kompong Som Harbor. 

JCS informed CINCPAC not to use Navy TACAIR 
for strikes on Kompong Som Harbor. 

JCS directed CINCPAC to cease all cyclic 
strike operations from the CORAL SEA. 

USS HOLT drew alongside the MAYAGUEZ. 

White House Situation Room forwarded direction 
that the first wave from the CORAL SEA could 
continue mainland strike mission; report BDA 
prior to additional strikes. 

JCS informed CINCPAC of instructions from the 
White House (142047 EDT). 
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TIME --
142052 EDT 

142105 EDT 

142106 EDT 

142110 EDT 

142204 -
2215 EDT 

142223 EDT 

142236 EDT 

142250 EDT 

142254 EDT 

142301 EDT 

142314 EDT 

142316 EDT 

EVENT 

White House provided instructions that CO~.L SEA 
strikes should continue as planned; CINCPAC 
informed by JCS (NMCC) • 

Boarding party from the USS HOLT reported in 
full control of the MAYAGUEZ; no incidents. 

Marine assault force reported to be consolidated 
on the island; force commander instructed to 
preserve his force until reinforced. 

MAYAGUEZ boarding party reports that no one was 
found aboard the ship. 

Possible that two more cycles of seven helicopters 
would extend into the night; estimated departure 
of the second wave was 142300 EDT; ground force 
under heavy enemy fire and requesting naval gunfir.e 
from the USS HOLT. 

Boat flying a white flag reported to be approaching 
the island. 

Two tugs 60 miles from the MAYAGUEZ, enroute 
to pickup the ship and release marines for use 
on the island. 

Naval gunfire communications established with the 
ground force ashore. 

The boat with the white flag reported to contain 
caucasians. USS WILSON directed to secure the boat 
and its personnel. 

Time of CORAL SEA strike·at Ream Airfield reported 
as 142257 EDT. 

Entire crew (40} of the MAYAGUEZ and five Thai 
fishermen secured and identified by the USS WILSON. 

Marine ground force directed to pull back so that 
CORAL SEA TACAIR can provide suppressive fires 
to cover withdrawal operations. 
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14234l'EDT 

H2344 EDT 

142344 EDT 

.150008 EDT 

150010 EDT 

150020 EDT 

150038 EDT 

150040 EDT 

150041 EDT 

150049 EDT 

EVENT 

Ground force on western objective area reported 
one KIA and eight WIA (three serious) • 

SECDEF informed the CJCS that the third wave from 
CORAL SEA should strike as planned. 

CORAL SEA strike underway against the Kompong Som 
POL depot ordered to continue with all subsequent 
sorties devoted to close air support for the 
Marine force. 

Marines reported to be in a good position and 
consolidating with opposition forced back. 

SECDEF instructed the CJCS that efforts should be 
made to extract the Marines without further 
casualties. 

JCS advised CINCPAC that there was no commitment 
to keep the Marines on the island or capture it 
and request was made for extraction plan. Asked 
for recommendations for maintaining pressure on 
mainland targets. 

SECDEF informed the CJCS to cancel the CORAL SEA's 
fourth wave attack against mainland targets. 

B-52 alert cancelled. TACAIR to be used to 
cover marine withdrawal. 

CORAL SEA instructed to move closer to the island 
and to act as recovery base for the helicopter 
extraction. 

JCS directed CINCPAC to devote efforts to extract­
ing Marines - no further consideration to additional 
mainland strikes. 
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150050 EDT 

150055 EDT 

150121 EDT 

150140 EDT 

.150236 EDT 

150244 EDT 

150254 EDT 

150310 EDT 

150327 EDT 

150348 EDT 

150411 EDT 

150515 EDT 

150649 EDT 

150712 EDT 

150733 EDT 

150749 EDT 

EVENT 

SECDEF directed cessation of all offensive opera­
tions and to completely disengage all forces. 

JCS message implemented item 150050 EDT. 

Under cover of TACAIR, Knife 51 and 52 (CH-53) 
inserted reinforcements . 

A-7 aircraft attacked and sunk a patrol craft from 
which hostile fire was received. 

PAC informed NMCC that Knife 23 still had rac~o 
communication; one man aboard who could blow it up -
one man critically wounded, one with a head wound, 
two with leg wounds, and one dazed. 

USS WILSON destroyed hostile gun position in partially 
sunken gunboat vicinity of eastern LZ. 

Marine commander reported that he was ready for 
extraction using six helicopters; two into the LZ 
at one time . 

Reported to be 160 Marines on the northwestern LZ 
and 22 at the helicopter crash site on the eastern LZ. 

Extraction of Marine ground force to begin at 
150530 EDT. 

Report states that there are 261 Marines to be 
evacuated - seven helicopter loads - can get only 
four loads out before darkness. (total number 
clarified at 150359 EDT as: 213 on the island and 
48 aboard the USS HOLT). 

Night extraction under consideration. 

USS HOLT and uss WILSON to attempt to use 
boats to assist in extraction starting at 150615 
EDT - helo extraction moved to 150630 EDT. 

Boats launched towards shore. 

Helicopter extracted 25 personnel from the site 
of the two crashed helicopters; enroute to the 
CORAL SEA. 

BLUE CHIP (COMUSSAG/7AF) indicated that Marines 
may have to remain overnight, discussing with 
ground commander. 

Based on ground commander's recommendation 
extraction is to be extended into the night. 



. " 
•' I 

'!_~ ··.' 
150753 EDT 

.150917 EDT 

EVENT 

Reported that all personnel extracted from the 
east side of the island. 

Capt Davis, USMC extracted on the last helicopter, 
reported that he was relatively certain that all 
Marines were off the island. 

N~TE: COMUSSAG/7AF verified the final extraction from Kaoh Tang 
ISTa~d by message at 150920 EDT. 
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ACJCS 

Ampbhibious Ready Group 

A-6 

A-7 

Armed Reconnaissance 

BDA 

B-52 

Blue Chip 

Chairman 

CINCPAC 

CJCS 

COMSEVENTHFLT 

CORAL SEA 

CRITIC 

Cyclic 

DDO 

DTG 

EDT 

ETA 

·-----·-

GLOSSARY 

Acting Chairman, Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 

Configuration of naval vessels 
primarily designed to support a 
Marine amphibious assault 

Attack aircraft 

Attack aircraft 

Mission with primary purpose of 
locating and attacking targets 
of opportunity 

Bomb damage assessment 

US Air Force bomber aircraft 

Radio call sign of USSAG 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff 

Commander-in-Chief Pacific Command 

Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff 

Commander, Seventh Fleet (Western 
Pacific area) 

USS CORAL SEA Aircraft Carrier 

Critical.intelligence information 
released by the National Security 
Agency with a FLASH precedence; 
may require attention of the NSC. 

Launch/recovery of operation of 
carrier-based aircraft 

Deputy Director for Operations 

Date Time Group 

Eastern Daylight Time 

Estimated Time of Arrival 
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•• • ~LOSSARY continuea 

ETD 

F-lll 

J-3 

Kaoh Tang Island 

Landing Zone (LZ) 

Lift 

NMCC 

NSC 

Ordnance 

P-3 

POL 

PACOH 

PACFLT 

Reece 

Riot Control Agents (RCA) 

SAR 

SECDEF 

Sortie 

TACAIR 

2 

Estimated Time of Departure 

Attack aircraft 

Operations Directorate of a 
joint military staff 

Also spelled Koh Tang Island 

A specified location within an 
objective area used for the landing 
of aircraft; usually associated 
with helicopters 

Transport by helicopter 

National Military Command Center 

National Security Council 

Bombs, rockets, bullets, etc. 

US Navy turboprop long range 
patrol aircraft 

Petroleum, oils, lubricants 

Pacific Command 

Pacific Fleet (Euphemism for 
Commander-in-Chief of) 

Reconnaissance 

Chemical agents used as a non­
deadly means of crowd control 

Search and Rescue 

Secretary of Defense 

An operational flight by one 
aircraft 

Tactical aircraft (fighters, attack 
aircraft) 
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TOT 

Telecon 

US SAG 

USS HOLT 

USS VEGA 

continued 

USS 1-IILSON 

\'lave 

3 

Time-on-Target 

Telephone conversation 

United States Support Activities 
Group (Headquarters, Nakhon Phanom 
Royal Thai Air Force Base) 

US Navy Destroyer 

US Navy store ship (deliveries, 
provisions for at sea fleet elements) 

US Navy Destroyer 

A formation of forces (in this 
context a grouping of helicopters) 
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• VERBAL ORDERS RELATING TO RESCUE OF THE 
SS VJ.AYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FRO!ol SECDEF 

14 May 

0005 

1645 

1654 

1710 

234 4 

15 May 

0010 

0038 

0050 

Telecon OSD and OJCS: Authority given to 
sink four boats at island and also another 
patrol boat which previously fled island 
and now moored at another island. 

NSC Meeting to JCS: Directed forces to begin 
operations to board l'!.AYAGUEZ and make a heli­
copter assault on Kaoh Tang Island, but excluded 
air attacks on the mainland of Cambodia. 

I 
' SECDEF to ACJCS: Approved ultimatum to be 

used in connection with the operation. 

NSC Meeting to JCS: Directed cyclic strike 
operations from the uss CORAL SEA against targets 
in the Kompong Som Complex with first time-on 
target specified at 2045. Details of operational 
auth~=itics· ~~~ ~=i~=i~~~ ~2=;ct~ w2== i~=l~dcd. 

SECDEF to CJCS: Third wave from CORAL SEA 
should strike as planned. 

SECDEF on recommendation of CJCS: Devote 
efforts to extracting Marines without 
further casualties. 

SECDEF on recommendation of CJCS: Fourth 
wave from CORAL SEA should not be sent 
against mainland targets. 

SECDEF on recommendation of the CJCS: 
Directed cessation of all offensive operations 
and to completely disengage all forces. 
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.. . . 'VERBAL ORDERS RELATING TO THE RESCUE OF THE 

~~YAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FROM JCS 

14 May 

0004 EDT to CINCPAC: 

- JCS approved attack on small boats near island and 
ship, use caution around ship anc carefully observe· 
for presence of Americans on boats. 

0048 to CINCPAC: 

- ACJCS debriefed CINCPAC and major subordinate 
commanders on the NSC meeting and provided planning 
guidance for military operations to recover the ship 
and crew. 

a. At first light 15 May, US Forces will be prepared 
to secure Koh Tang Island and simultaneously board 
the ~~YAGUEZ. 

b. Decision will be forthcoming whether to put 
Marines aboard the HOLT or have the c~ew cf the 
HOLT handle it. 

c. Helicopter cycles will be maximized. 

d. Plan limited use of Guam-based B-52s and their 
related tankers for. strikes against Kompong Som. 
Priority of targets will be the ~arbor area and 
military shipping. 

e. Plan for TACAIR using CORAL SEA assets on multiple 
targets, particularly patrol boats not suitable for 
attack by B-52s. 

f. Plan to use US air assets based in. Thailand; 
however, Thailand-based assets will not be used to 
strike Cambodia proper. 

g. Deny Cambodian naval vessels the entry into or· 
exit from the areas around the island and in the 
vicinity of the ship. 
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h. The primary objective is to get into the area 
as quickly as possible, and extract the Americans, 
recover the ship and withdraw US Forces promptly. 
Above all, the operation must be professionally 
conducted. 

0143 to CINCPAC: 

- JCS provided planning guidance on use of CORAL SEA 
as halo/fixed wing platform if carrier close eno~gh to 
participate .in operations. 

1652 to CINCPAC: 

- White House relayed original execution order calling 
for boarding of ship and helo assault of Koh Tang Island 
but excluded attacks on the Mainland by either B-52s and 
naval TACAIR from the CORAL SEA. 

1710 to CINCPAC: 

- Commence cycling strike from CORAL SEA against Kompong 
Som target complex to coincide with seizure time of 
:;hip~ First. fli;~t tc ~e a:-::1ed recc-e ?'J"E'.i!;.s-1: ?.i:rc!.""~_ft 
and military watercraft. Subsequent flights to use 
precision guided munitions against targets of military 
significance in Kompong Som complex. 

1735 to CINCPAC: 

- In view of indications that the M.l\YAGUEZ appeared to 
be making preparations to get underway, instructions 
were passed that the ship was not to be allowed to move. 

1935 to CINCPAC: 

- Continuous post strike recce coverage after every 
mission. 
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VERBAL ORDERS FROH JCS (Continued) 

14 May (continued) 

2029 to CINCPAC: 

- Do not release Navy TACAIR for strikes on Kompong Som 
Harbor. 

2032 to CINCPAC: 

- Island landing and boarding of 5hip may continue. 

2034 to CINCPAC: 

- Use all possible communications to divert and cancel 
CORAL SEA TACAIR. Bay operate in accordance with 
Thailand based ROE. 

2044 to CINCPAC: 

2052 

2202 

- JCS directed cessation of all cyclic strike operations 
from CORAL SEA immediately. 

- Correction to previous order: First wave of TACAIR 
from CORAL SEA to strike Mainland targets. BDA is to be 
made and rep or ted to N~lCC. 

- NMCC passed on that General Scowcroft directed opera­
tions proceed \~i th all CORAL SEA assets as planned. 

- DDO indicated White House directed information be 
provided as to estimate of next insertion of Marines. 
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·VERBAL ORDERS FROM JCS (Continued) 

14 May (continued) 

2235 to CINCPAC: 

- Direct HOLT to send Marines to island as soon as 
possible.· 

2344 to CINCPAC: 

- Allow CORAL SEA strike currently inbound to proceed 
to POL depot. All subsequent CORAL SEA efforts to be 
close air support missions in support of ground security 
forces on island. 

15 ~lay 

0007 EDT to CINCPAC: 

- Request situation island - Situation as below: 
USMC - no imminent danger, opposition forced back, 
Jolly Green fully resisting (mortars) MG/minefields -
USMC ashore consolidating. 

0012 to CINCPAC: 

- Concentrate efforts on withdrawal of Marines from 
the island. 

0020 to CINCPAC: 

- Informed CINCPAC that there was no commitment to keep 
the Marines on the island or to capture it. Also, that 
there was interest in keeping pressure on the mainland 
and asked for an opinion regarding useful targets 
remaining in the Kompong Som complex. 

0039 to CINCPAC/CINCPACFLT/USSAG/7AF (GEN BRO\'IN to ADM GAYLER): 

- Stand B-52s down - Use TACAIR for Marines on island -
Question needs of Marine C.O. for reinforcements. Use 
TACAIR as needed. 
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VERBAL ORDERS FROM JCS (Continued) 

15 May 

0049 to CINCPAC: 

- Directed CINCPAC to devote total effort to extracting 
Marines from the island without additional casualties 
if possible. Informed him that no further consideration 
was being given to additional strikes on the Mainland. 

0158 to CINCPAC: 

- Discussing ADM Gayler/Weisner exchange - agree on 
chopper use. Directed to ''paste the place." 

0326 to CINCPAC: 

- When is extraction from Koh Tang due to start? 

0408 to CINCPAC: 

- On extraction of K-23 personnel, assume support will 
!:.e S?;::c:::N: "u""hip:; plu~ 'Yii:i..SON, plus CORAL SEA gunboats. 
Is that correct? Answer: Yes. 

0610 to CINCPAC: 

-Any info on TACAIR? Answer: 2 OV-10 for FAC, A7, 
F-4, AC-130. 

0733 Conference Call CINCPAC/BLUE CHIP/JCS: 

- Can't get GSF out tonight, going to tark to ground 
corrmander, COL Johnson, to make plans. Will keep 
SPECTRE overhead all night. Should have large rein­
forcements of Marine and helo from HANCOCK. Keep SPECTRE 
overhead all night. Hight consider using boats tonight 
under cover of darkness.· 

- FROM CHAIRMAN: Present concept is to bring Marines 
and helos from HANCOCK to CORAL SEA and plan for tomorrow; 
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. ,VERBAL ORDERS, FROM 
.. 
15 May (continued) 

0748 to CINCPAC: 

- Directed CINCPAC to discuss with USSAG/7AF the 
advisability of continuing the liftout during the 
night by boat or helicopters under cover of darkness 
as compared to major helicopter reinforcements and 
troop reinforcements if necessary in the morning. 

0748-0915 - Continuous monitoring, discussion, and coordina­
tion until the extraction was completed. 

1002 FROM NMCC to CINCPAC: 

- Break down the conference circuit. 

NOTE: The above orders were taken from logs and interviews. 
During the course of the planning and execution of the 
operation many specific details were discussed among the 
principals without the conversations being recorded. Many 
of the ideas which later were a part of the operation, such 
as including the EOD team with the SS ~lliYAGUEZ boarding 
party, were evolved in just such a manner. 
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' ,VERBAL o'RDERS RELAT-ING TO THE RESCUE OF THE 
HAYAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FROH CINCPAC 

l3 Hay 

2308 EDT to PSSAG: 

- Ordered acceleration of information on count of boats 
around island. 

14 Hay 

0132 EDT to USSAG: 

- Confirms telecon between CINCPAC and JCS. Reiterated: 
need to get Marines on USS HOLT; take island by helo 
assault; maybe B-52 strikes against harbor/airfield, Kompong 
Som and Ream; should happen within next 18 hours; work with 
SAC Liaison; need for constant recce from now till execution; 
no boats in or out of island - can sink to sterilize area; 
minimize reliance on Thailand-based TACAIR; B-52s will 
come from Guam. 

0238 (Admiral Gayler at JCS) to CINCPAC: 

~ Make transfers of Marines to USS HOLT at first light. 
CINC will get OK at Washington end. 

0246 to ALCON: 

- No execution today (1346 GOLF). Plan for first light 
tomorrow; p·.1t Harines aboard uss HOLT at first light. 

0327 (Admiral Gayler at JCS) to CINCPAC J3: 

- USS HOLT should be loading 50 calibers aboard; should 
be making up firebase location; also fabricating shields; 
put ASROCs in secure area; incoming helos should have flak 
jackets for sailors on USS HOLT; see no alternate except 
for Harines to go from helos while they hover, rapel down 
rope; don't hurry so much; be sure we have RCS on choppers 
(all acknowledged by USSAG/PACFLT in follow-on 
conversation. ) 
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VERBAL'ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (Continued) 

14'May (continued) 

0400 to USSAG: 

- Request update RF-4C coverage, soonest today, of 
Ream, airfield and port facility; Sihanoukville, 
from JCS; USSAG/Fleet ackno~o;ledged. JCS noted decision 
will be made this afternoon in \·lashington (now 1000 DC 
time) this afternoon we will be advised. 

0544 to USSAG: 

- (In response to USSAG report RF-4Cs did not get airborne 
due to nonavailability of aircraft and they plan coverage 
for first light tomorrow); Hold off on missions until 
we say OK. 

0940 to USSAG: 

-What is status of plan (not yet received) due at 1300Z. 

1110 TO USSAG, PACFLT, PACAF on conference line: 

- Followinq points made: Regarding any targeting done, 
replacing B-52 strikes, should stay vlii.:.i1 only lTLilit.cu.:y 
targets; on Swedish ship, P-3s should pursue looking 
for it--recce area--see what we can do. Will help 
internationalize situation. Noted that fleet not to 
interfere with primary mission, per JCS comment. 

1831 to COMUSSAG: 

- J<eep the info coming. MAYAGUEZ is not to be permitted 
to depart. 

1858 TO USSAG: 

- SITREPS from the USS HOLT are to be read over the 
secure conference when received. 

1905 to USSAG: 

- Give landing times of helos as soon as they land. 
Provide count of TACAIR over target. 

1910 to USSAG: 

- Directed put BLU-82s on launch alert. 
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14 May(continued) 

1920 to USSAG: 

- Directs launch BLU-82s and hold. 

1936 to USSAG: 

- Directs USS WILSON to render fire support. 

1938 to USSAG: 

- Authorizes ground commander to use 
he desires. 

1947 to USSAG: 

BLU-82s if 

I 
I 

- Directs KNIFE 43, 42 to land on island. 1 

2002 to USSAG: 

- Directs use USS WILSON for fire support. 

2058 TO USSAG: 

- Proceed with strikes as planned. Still need position 
ID on Merships as Cambodian before hitting. 
Have authority to use CORAL SEA TACAIR to support GSF. 
Can preempt Cambodia strikes if required. 

2100 to USSAG: 

- Request latest info from GSF. 

2106 to USSAG: 

- We just got a report that KNIFE 31 in the water 
with 10 survivors. Tell GSF commander not to hazard 
his force. Do not take offensive actions without 
waiting for reinforcements. 

2124 to ACJCS: 

- Need to get word out that we seized ship vice it 
was surrendered (ACJCS noted 'Yihi te House had done that) • 
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VERBAL ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (Continued) . . ' 

14.May (continued) 

2130 to USSAG (in response to question)_: 

- Mission of GSF on island is to secure island and make 
search. 

2204 to CJCS: 

- Contemplate insertion (buildup) of force into night 
hours. Plan to get some Marines from V~YhGUEZ/HOLT to 
help GSF (CJCS concurred) . 

2213 to USSAG: 

- GSF under heavy fire; provide fire support from 
the HILSON. 

2223 to PACFLT: 

- Investigate possibility of using CORAL SEA ASW 
choppers to move ~larines from V~YAGUEZ to beach; reinforcing 
the beach has priority. 

2232 to USSAG; 

- }love MACTHAI tugs (about 60 miles away) down to 
V~YAGUEZ. 

2332 to USSAG: 

- Authorized to hold up the helo flow. Pull back the 
GSF, so can provide suppressive TACAIR support. 

2342 to CJCS: 

- If needed, will use CORAL SEA TACAIR to support GSF. 
CJCS acknowledges this is within CINCPAC authority/ 
JCS guidance. 

15 May 

0010 EDT to USSAG: 

- Like to p~t in heavy air strikes before bringing 
in more GSF. 
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VERBAL 'ORDERS FROH 

15 Hay (continued) 

0012 to USSAG: 

I 
I 
I 

- Get the Marines in position for extraction. Suppress 
(resistance) with fire. 

0046 to USSAG: 

- Present intent to move CORAL SEA closer to island, 
use deck as shuttle for extraction. CORAL SEA now 
85-90 NM south of island. GSF commander not able to 
join up. Needs 100 more men - cannot secure LZ. 

0052 to USSAG: 

- Insure GSF commander understands we want to extract 
him now. Ask if he has secure LZ to put reinforcements 
on ground. 

0054 to USSAG: 

- Passed on CJCS concern about evacuating casualties 
from chopper on beach. 

0130 to USSAG: 

- Strike barge/boat (between Koh Tang and Mainland) 

0146 to USSJI.G: 

- Get TACAN reading on CORAL SEA. 

0150 to Fleet: 

- Can you move CORAL SEA closer? Send "BINGO" aircraft 
to U-Tapao. 

0153 to USSAG: 

- Expend TACAIR ordnance. 

0155 to USSAG: 

- Directs helos are priority one for cyclic air 
operations from CORAL SEA. Insure helos are unimpeded. 

0235.to USSAG: 

- Keep helos in area of the operation for extraction 
purposes. 
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'.'VERBAL ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (Continued) 

15 May(continued) 

0400 to USSAG: 

- Continue to muster maximum helos. Continue to move 
CORAL SEA closer. Evaluate situation with view of 
extraction tonight. Maximum TACAIR support. 

0412 to Fleet: 

- Want CORAL SEA close ASAP. Request estimate when 
within 10 NM (estimate 1015Z). 

0514 to USSAG: 

- After consultation with Fleet, extract crew 
with boat from HOLT/WILSON about an hour from now. 

0520 to USSAG: 

- Cautioned not to precede downed chopper operation 
too much with GSF extraction, lest forces have not 
enough protection. 

0522 to USSAG: 

- Recapped concept: Two ships go in as close as 
possible. Send in boats. Marines swim/push 
wounded few feet to boats. Use fire support as needed. 
Assume 4 big choppers and 2 ASW (confirmed by USSAG) • 

0528 to USSAG: 

- Keep 2 OV lOs up and over area. 
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''VERBAL ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (Continued) 

15 May (continued) 

0532 to USSAG: 

- Go at l730G (1030Z) with helo evacuation; soonest 
with GSF. 

0543 to PACFLT: 

- Have P~NCOCK test long-range tanks tonight in 
case needed tomorrow. 

0 5 4 6 to F 1 ee t : 

- Reaffirm with ''skippers," they are to go as close 
as possible. 

0554 to Fleet: 

- Expedite (closing of USS HOLT) as fast as possible. 

0607 to USSAG: 

~ Hold operation until both ships (WILSO~/HOLT) ready 
to go--but in daylight. Move to beach with fire as 
necessary. Give me the time. If it gets too hot, 
authorized to move off and we'll try it under cover 
of darkness. 

0609 to CJCS: 

- Recapped decisions made; chopper evacuation at 1030Z; 
other operation in daylight; both ships in use; 
alternative is to wait for daylight tomorrow. I have 
directed execution--in about 2 0 minutes. CJCS acknowledg'ed. 

0625 to USSAG: 

- Authorized to expend one (1) BLU-82 on island. Insure 
caution. Stay clear of Marines and choppers. 

0634 to USSAG: 

- Plan BLU drop in large part of island. Be sure clear 
of LZ and Marines. 
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VE~BAL.ORDE~S FROM CINCPAC (Continued) 

1~ ~ay (continued) 

0638 to USSAG: 

- Proceed with pickup of downed helicopter crew ASAP. 

0640 to USSAG: 

- In reading message from USS WILSON on ''possible'' 
evacuation, it is directed, they have the go - WILSON 
seems to be in doubt. 

0658 to Fleet: 

- Be prepared to launch maximum HANCOCK helos ·with 
Marine complement, to arrive at first light. 

0747 to USSAG: 

0750 

- Be sure to get GSF commander's view on coming out 
by boat tonight--as compared to bringing them out in 
daylight tomorrow with major reinforcements. 

- CINCP.l\C concurred ,.,.i th CO!-JUSSAG request ( GSF corrunander 
recommendation) to continue operation tonight by helo 
(primarily) and/or boat, as long as feasible. 

0837 to USSAG: 

- Report confirmation of all personnel out. 

0925 to JCS: 

- Debrief of CAPT Davies states he is ''relatively 
certain'' no mor~ Marines on island. I (CINCPAC) will 
wind down. 

0926 to ALCON: 

- Magnificant performance by all hands, under difficult 
circumstances. Well done. 
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VERBAL ORDERS FROJ.l CINCPAC (Continued) 

NOTE: The above orders were taken from logs and interviews. 
During the course of the planning and execution of the 
operation many specific details were discussed among the 
principals without the conversations being recorded. Hany 
of the ideas which later were a part of the operation, sucn 
as including the EOD team with the SS MAYAGUEZ boarding 
party, were evolved in just such a manner. 
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FRCJ:I, JCS 

h~ITT~N ORDERS RELATING TO THE RESCUE 
OF THE SS MAYAGEUZ AND ITS CREW 

1. JCS 140455Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(140055 EDT) 

- Confirms authority passed by voice 140406Z to sink small 
craft identified in vicinity of Koh Tang. 

2. JCS 140523Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(140123Z EDT) i 

' 
I 

-Suggests EOD team capability accompany boarding forces. 
I 
I 

3 · JCS 14 0 64 5Z May 7 5 to CINCPAC/CINCSAC/COI·lUSSAG/7AF /COHSEVENTHFLT/ 
(140245 EDT) CINCPACAF/CINCPACFLT 

- Direct planning for potential execution eariy 15 May to 
seize the PAYAGUEZ, occupy Koh Tang Island, conduct B-52 
strikes against mainland targets, and sink all Cambodian 
small craft in the target areas. 

4. JCS 042000Z Hay 75 to CINCPAC: 
(141600 EDT)· 

Request reconnaissance assets on board CVAs be placed in 
highest state of readiness. 

5, JCS 142059Z Hay 75 to CINCPAC: 
(141659 EDT) 

- Planning message concerning possible ultimatum which 
might be given to Cambodians. 

6. JCS l42142Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(141742 EDT) 

- Directs US Marines aboard USS HOLT to seize and secure 
SS MAYAGUEZ; directs Harine helicopter assault on 
Koh Tang Island; authorizes use of TACAIR and naval 
gunfire support fbr operations directed above; directs 
withdrawal of Marines from island as soon as possible 
upon completion of mission. 

7. JCS 142203Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(141803 EDT) 

- Directs execution of cyclic operation from CORAL SEA 
against targe~s in Y.ornpc~g Scm cc~plex. 
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\·1RJ;TTEN ORDERS - FROM JCS (continued) 

8. JCS 142321Z May 75 to CINCSAC: 
(141921 EDT) 

- Message confirms telecon placing B-52s on 1-hour alert 
effective.l42155Z May. 

9. JCS 142344Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(141944 EDT) 

- Approved PACFLT request to overfly Cambodian Islands 
and Kompong Som area. 

10. JCS l50044Z May 75 to CINCPAC: 
(142044 EDT) 

- Cease strike operations against Kompong Som complex. 
(Rescinds previous direction - see item 7.) 

11. JCS l50118Z May 75 to CINCPAC. 
(142118 EDT) 

- Rescinds previous direction to cease strikes against 
Kompong Som complex (see item 10). Directs operations 
proceed as previously approved against Kompong Som (see 
i tern 7) • 

12. JCS 150204Z May 75 to all Military Activities: 
(142204 EDT) 

Directs minimize on all communications to Southeast 
Asia. 

13. JCS 150455Z May 75 to CINCPAC/CINCSAC: 
(150055 EDT) 

- Directs terminate all offensive operations; disengage 
and >'<'ithdraw/:report when accomplished. CINCSAC resume 
normal readiness. 
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ACTTON J3J(2J) J~(13) 
OISTR OPR. CJCS I ("4) CJCS LJJS 

0 I A I i D I A I ( G 5) H C C C C I~ C 
CSAF IIASH OC 
CNO tiASn O_C 
C SA tl 4 S H f) C 
QP(,4 FILE C 1) 

(A~'\) 

TPA~9!T;I42G~32/1423G6Z/CUn10GG~P2'174 
Of .QUEKJCS ll\33~ 1342006 
Zo.JY SS!>SS 
0 !d208GZ HAY 75 
fH .ICS ;;~sH DC 
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RfFI JCS G233/121944Z MGY 75 (NOT!L) 

-

. . ' 

I. (S) REF PEOUESlED PHOTO RITCON~&ISSA~CE nF SELECT[D TAAG~T5 &Np 
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DJ:i. 
TERI~SVC OPR FILSVC CJCS(04)1-4 
SE CDE_F ( 0 If) 2 1-2 4 AS D: I SA( 0 7) 2 5- 7 -;:-'"-;:'i;::,;_~:....:,:~{-;:c.:;:..:.~-rr-~~::.:.,<:~~ 

(032) 

CSAF \-i/\SH DC 
CNO \·lASH DC 
CSA HASH DC 
FILE(Ol) 32 

tnA~~X7;S~2g592/l~~~~~~~~CO~DDGRP0347 
() E I? ll E i~ ~ C ::J U i ~: /' 1 l ~a 21 0 ~ 
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lJ.J(-0 f~;;::;-::_;;1/;/C~i-;C~~CF'I.\' :1/.;!~~L~f'A HY 
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j5(~1) ,J6(~1) i~~CC DOCCIV(Z~) SECD~F(Z~) SEGCEFI ASP!13A(~~~ 
ASDtPA.("!ll DIAl IDIAI(Z:!.l ii~i.\ CIIC 
CSAF' \·!A~ti DC. 

;Ct.tp WA~~H DC 
csA h'ASfl DC 
fi~E(~) 

~~2~) 

'tRA~SjT/1421~2Z/1~21~9Z/3ZmJ~7GRP045~ 
r::E F.li [;'(,Jr.~ t; H fl 9 '· 3 ~i 214 6 

:zr. y sssss 
-Z i 4 ?. 1 G 2Z ' 1 A V 7 ;; Z F' F' 6 ' - · · " 
T.l'.' .JCS ,, ASH DC 
'H R');;:C,·\r:'.\./C!;,CF/.C HO;;t)L.Ul.U l·jl 
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AhD TACAIR F~t~ CORA~ SEA AhD U5A[ TIIAI~AND BASED FoRCES 

,936 

AUTHORlZED 
J. S DES'~:.: f' A P Ph 0? 'II h T F:"i. . . 
e '

1 
C 0 ~m:: :, r. E !' J. id ~~ f' H £: Ll C 0 P T F. R A ':lS AU L T \J"' I( A 0 rl TANG I S LAND I A II R E r 1,•· 

US S 0 f 1\ A y .1. L G U l\T Pn: ;; II P PC R 7 A ··: '1 P C f. J fl f" H rJ ;.J C Q ii A L 3 f: A ,\ ~l D 
. USAf TV~IL~i·.l) f'ASo;!l FOflC:~S AUT":;!\!7.t.D AGAI"ST l{~nr; T.\NC' ISlA~!Q','" 

:C 1 US,\ :JlJ!;l;> 1-'-lil·T:.r.;qrl f"liOV, .COiiAl, $o:A A~'D uSAF THft!l.A~'D l!A::.t:o 
• f1 C R C. [ S A lJ T i1:;" i ::':: cl 'f 0 t: ~ G h G:: AND C ~: S T flO Y A l. L C A 1~ 8 0 D I AN C il A q ThAT' 
t.t-.YfRy~,-,r: !;-; !q:: ~~PA'l~:A 1 . 

•r-, hI T~Li'A>I ''A'll:!2 ~o;;::;wt;T TORC:C: f'RO'J. KADH TANG ISLA'!D ,,s SO!lN AS 
T!::t.~ I r,t,r. Ui'O~' r.O'\PU:T l Q,, Of' St.:,~ilCrl f'Cc,/:i:';:Qy.\L OF ~~A YAr.l)l:2 CRE~1 1 . 
: E 1 C f. A ~it.: D n ~ :o ~ T l C" S A 1\ !1 ~ 1 I 'i' i·: D f: .'. '' t, L L F 0 i\ C: l: S F R 0 i·l THE 0 P.A IH;.A AS 
·sCOt\ AS f'H:i!~Lt: MW Li?O~! co••PL:.:TION OF "!SS!oN',': . . 
T

1 
p.o 1 T P r:: ::::: ~ r; R IS ! A \J J C S. ;> U o '> A:; F 0 Lt ... o '..!::; I ; 

( :\ l S IT~': i' t: IIi::; Y :: I X H aU R S Co i·HH.: 1\ G I N G f I H 57 S T R I ~ (1' I N c ~ V D ~ 
tCO!TtO~A~ Pl.~~~~~~~ ~CTIDNS, I 
( (. ) A I- L :, \1 rl Tl t !; R,: P 0 ~ 7 US l \JG 0 P ;n:; P rt UP 0:\ C 0 ~~ P L[' I Hl ~~ E 1i 0 H :1 ! S S ! 0 ~ '," 
(. ~ ) ll S E: C P R i; P ;l f 0 H p! C I U EN T fi ~ P ;; Fq 1.1; G AS A P P rl 0 F' ii I, A i E 1 • 

I 
:3~ (5) ron CI~CSACi 

PR~V~~~ Ai~ ~~FU~LING SUPPORT A~ REQUEStED jN CODRDINAJION WIT~ 
'CJ!!CPACi 

. llo : .. : ·'·. 

t: .,
1
, ( u l i i1 ': i\;:: ! S T !1 r12 N 0 U t-. AUT H CH I 7. c D P U 8 L 1 C CD",,~ f' \' T 0 N T H ! S t-1 A 'r H R '1' 

t. ' Y '' ,. ·r ~ ''C.: ... I ' "' 0 n U" l. l " " 1U r·" I "'~ \..... T 0 " . C C ~ ·· ~ r·... 1'' I '{ ,J A r U n" ,. . ,, ;, ~: ·· ~ , . - v . ll .,; ' r · ·: 1.1 u • ..: ;, , ! . ..., • "t,; · -' t.: A • • :. r' I ~.- ~J n .·\ ·.1 ... I C 

NC C0M''~'~T U\:li!JOT<= n:Ci'!.Y A'di i:E C,\L!...EiJ P~~·,C.:Jl:,TU.Y to iHt: .I.TTL~'i!0'-1 
: C r A 5 1J C i' q y I ~ T H i; P A 1.~ AT C: H !1 f PI C ;.; k H, i '-< L: t;: 1 C C 1 AS [) ( P A l 1-! ! L ~; 
:c~o~D]~~T~ A'!D PROVlD~ fURTkER pU~L!C AffAI~S GUIDANCE As 
IFPROP~IAT~ 1 GD~ 63 
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WRITTEN ORDERS RELATING TO THE RESCUE 
OF THE 55 ~~YAGUEZ AND ITS CREW 

FROM CINCPAC 

1. CINCPAC 140325Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF: 
(132325Z EDT) 

- Amends previous photo tasking. 

2. CINCPAC 140625Z May 75 to CINCPACFLT: 
(140225 EDT) 

- Directs CINCPACFLT to take JCS suggestion for 
appropriate action. (See JCS item 2) 

3. CINCPAC 140750Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF: 
(140350 EDT) 

- Directs COMUSSAG/7AF to take such action as required 
to prohibit boat traffic into or out of Koh Tang Island 
areas and provide plan for; boarding ~~YAGUEZ, helo 
landing assault, sink all Cambodian small craft, B-52 
strike, full coverage recce, use of BLU-82. 

4. CI!~CI'~ .. C :!.~88:!.~2 ~~c.:z· 75 to CC:·1USSJI.G NKP: 
(140414 EDT) 

- Request for additional info on TACAIR tasking and 
arrival time of 40 Marines and MSC crew for embarking 
USS HOLT. 

5. CINCPAC 140837Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7l>.F: 
( 14 04 3 7 EDT) 

- Requests photo coverage of Sihanoukville/Kompong Som 
naval facility/airfield and Ream Airfield. 

6. CINCPAC 141722Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF: 
(141322Z EDT) 

- Directs COMUSSAG to maintain recon forces on short 
notice alert status. 

7. CINCPAC 142109Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF/CINCPACFLT/CINCPACAF: 
(141709 EDT) 

- MAYAGUEZ Koh Tang planning. 
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' WRITTEN ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (CONTINUED) 

8. CINCPAC 142110Z May 75 to JCS/CINCPACFLT: 
(141710 EDT) 

- Authorizes photo recce of Poulo Wai, Koh Tang and 
Hon Pan Jang islands. Requests authority to conduct 
Navy tactical photo recce of Kompong Som area. 

9. CINCPAC 142112Z May 75 to JCS and COMUSSAG/7AF: 
(141712 EDT) 

Approved USSAG/7AF plan subject to certain modifications. 

10. CINCPAC 142152Z May 75 to USSAG/7AF: 
(1417 52 EDT) 

Directs execution of landing at Koh Tang and boarding 
of ~AYAGUEZ at 142045Z. 

11. CINCPAC 142310Z May 75 to USSAG/7AF/CINCPACFLT/CINCPACAF: 
(141910 EDT) 

- Directs execution of landing on Koh Tang Island and 
seizure of ~~YAGUEZ as directed by CINCPAC and specified 
by \ICS. 

12. CINCPAC 151330Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF, CINCPACFLT,CINCPACAF: 
(150930 EDT) 

-Request data in addition that required by JCS. (See 
JCS Item 12) 

13. CINCPAC.l51337Z May 75 to JCS/COMUSSAG/7AF/CINCPACFLT: 
(150937 EDT) 

- Rescinds authority to conduct TACAIR recce and 
surveillance operations in support of recovery of MAYAGUEZ. 

14. CINCPAC 151523Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF, CINCPACFLT,CINCPACAF: 
( 151123 EDT) 

- Requests info previously requested be sent flash and 
indicate if incomplete. (See item 13) 

15. CINCPAC 151700Z May 75 to COMUSSAG/7AF/CINCPACFLT/CINCPACAF: 
(151300 EDT) 

- Requests additional data (see items 12 and 14) 
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WRITTEN ORDERS FROM CINCPAC (CONTINUED) 

16. CINCPAC 152143Z May 75 to various addressees: 
(151743 EDT) 

- Forwards public affairs guidance for ~~YAGUEZ operation. 

17. CINCPAC 152330Z May 75 to USSAG/7AF/CINCPACFLT/CINCPACAF: 
(151930 EDT) 

Confirms telecon to terminate all operations in support 
of recovery ~W.YAGUEZ. 
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it (U) TA<5 ~~r A ~·oR APPRC?R!AT~ ACTIO~~ DfRL.AUT~ A~CO~ AS 
RE~Uiii~i:i·,• 

·21 (C) ACYl~~ CI~CF~C l~Fo ALCCM ANV P~esLevs E 1'C~U~TER!O l~ 
~~'VIc!~~ ~en T~~M CAPA3l~tT!~S TQ ACCOMPANY SOARD!NQ ?A~lY; 
Gts;s1 
!!T 
U971 
.1.11'!0TcS 
1<1"."1 9~1 

! 
' ' 

.. 

2 -



J ..> ,.. 
··-. 

JOINT CHIEfS 0 f STAfF 

IIESSAGE C£11TER 

V%C~C~AYf~8 • . 
~u1. '( . , · 1 : . ·i:OiS6e· 

ACTION . · · . / 
OISTR CJCS:(04)1-4 DJS(03)5-7 SJCS(02)8-9k::J;3~S-PCJ' J3(0..B)t0- NIKC .. 

SECOEF(04)18-21 NMIC ASD: iSA(07)22-2'0 "y.T;JjQ(81)29I DJ;,~ . ~·cr 
OIA(l0)30-39 MCCC CMC I 
CSAF WASH DC - I I 
CNO WASH DC - EA I I 
CSA WASH DC -. I . OPS I I 
EPAD FILE(l) . _ I J>::cs Spt 1 · 

( 0 4 0 ) ·. I I SD I ' --:-- I I 
.I J3Z.1 I 

-~ -+1--:/:DP I I 

.. , 

;..-.. 

3 
.. · 



. \ 

( 

.. 

, 

JOINT CHIEFS Cf STAfF 

.,E~GE CEI;TER 

I;.' 

-' 

·. 
·. :~ .. 



· r=•·r·.v;• irr·,o,c.)i · -~·"": 
l~ >- ·.. i,.L...b- • '::}. :·-

'· . 

. I y Htd~ 0 !1 2 0 2 

llZCZCI\CC6~~ 
NI'.CC 
A'CT!O~ 
.riS)R cy~r.SI c~~~ DJS(Sl3) Sjc:S(i:2l ~31<;PCAT J3(~!:l) .N'~CC .I.DM G(~'il 

. sECCcif(~4l NHIC ASDIISAti2) ASDIPA(Z1l ntAI DIA(~Zl MC9C CMC 
CSM' \<ASH DC 
.CI.!P HAS"' DC 
CSA 1;'51.1 IJC 
cPA') F'!!.~(~l 

te~9l 

JCV Dj3T~ ~MCC . 
·~R~~StT/14?81~Z/14Z8!8Z/20~[24TOR~343816 
~E RUH~"~A ~1979 1343614 
:nv sss;,s 
·z 14?6~'' ~.v 73 

$~:lt,"]c 1. r.: cvd~n-~n:s i."~t. u ~o~ i 
'H ii·':'~.,~~;;;·':,.,,~~3 '<A'<i10N fi~AN0:-1 AP'IT TH 
:~r~ ~~~~J~s,~;~s ~ts~~~~,o~ nc 
R k H >; 9 ~ A I :': '! . 'C '"' ~ : i" :. T M q A i. A? A 1.1 I 
~UHG 0 3A/~Tr Q~V~~ SEVi~ 
·t~~/CGF~r?AC CAMP SM!TW 1.1! 
·RI-:~IOGOA/'.ISS Ol,;.=i(Jl.D E ;.:01., T 
·Rt'I~IPSAA/:J~; C0: 0 ,!.!. '::A 
:R~·HGOA uc;;~s~'r·:; .. ,T:'IF'I. T 
:RI-i~OG~l/COuc;s~ON T~O TH~EB 
:RUMORGA/C~~~TCOO~CnRU ~AKHO~ P~ANOM TH 
:Rfo.M?MAA/l!;iS 'J:;':~y 3 Wll.SON 

· Sl 
.--,.J:H/J3 SEN!lS 

... r£Irl'u.'!ZJ:;'g"FZA'!'lC~~.:;J U I 

~l \ 

• I c h c,.. ~I. l.'-" I~:. I. ; :1 v 7 5 ( f\ 0 Hi. l 
~~ CI~CPlCFLT !~~~37Z ~AV 75 
1

1 
IS) t:· !"c;!T!C''_I\'!"O_~"''<: ___ c::;:.__A.I-f<;-:\'jO[;"""'fAC'A'n~fASKl;:'\G•·{.t!D 

A'i~ _tV A t.-·TI"·c-:;;f.:_.e.iL. P!-:SAT E :iu I? f':; D :;.a 1 "(~ ~, . 5 r; ~ _ ic ,;,.i..,.~~ 
N.A..Y y I~ ~ .~ ":' r ' ~ i 'S .. (n'l- "' .. ;· " ~ ;: ~ ~ .l =._b.lll j, N c·>J ~' · •. - ~--~" "c..~ S 0 I R t A" T '-' ·• 

1 Gts~!:!:s"".........., .............. , ____ --~..,~:--.:..~''"'.7'.::~.:.:, '"'J&..J~>~-""~"'· 1 
.. • ·" ,. ·;i · 

Ell 
-U979 
AN~1 0Tc 5 
lrll''. H 9 :i 1 

Nl\tJt\ 
.1406:.SZ 



' . ~ t I 

i 

.ACTIO~ 
tjST~ C~~51(~~l DJS(!3) SJCS(Z2) 

(.e4~l 

N~lC AS~I!S&(!~l ASD!PA(Z1l 
.cSt.F' :~J. S,.; DC 
c~lv t.;~,s·~ r:c 
cSA n45'-' !l; 
E?AD F'!L~t1l 

~PV otsT=l ''~~c 
TRA~StT/•4~5!7Z/!42a52Z/2~ZI15TOR~342647 
:~E RUH~h~A =19~i 134lS4' 
:!h~ sssss zc~ ~~H~~oA 
·2 i43o~7Z ''AV 75 
·~~ CI~CP!C ~~~~LU~U ~I 
· T C ~ U ~ ~ !'\ ~ ~ I C j ::· ~ f ~ S.; G .. ! ~ ;' APR i T ~ 
·I~FD ~u=~J~~~~~b NA~H~~~~o~ tc 
R~!KJCS/.IA ''A~ni~GTO~ DC 
.RU~f~CA/~SAF •'S~I·•~TC~ ~C 
R~WT~KA/~I'C~,C Dff~TT A'B hE 
R~CSAA!JI~A~~=;~~C~~ OFFUTT AF'3 ~B 
·R~uyAAA/CI~C~tCAF ~IC11M AFa HI 
:R~HM~RAt~l~:~~=rLT ~AKALAP& wl 
Rh~IAAA/G~~ ~S AF :LAR~ AF3 QP 
qU~DS~A/t~2 T~~ UCO~~ &F'LD T~ 
Ruu~s~At4J2 =rs uc~H~ &FLO TH 
·RU~CS~l/~~ T~J UDDQ~ ArLO T~ 
l:>\iYCiOA/../C0";5VO':'iTrlF'I.T· 

I 
I . .. . . 
r 
I 1. fri!{_.~,. 

~ r,;,, r:: 0 II ,53 2 

1r' t J 
.. ·:, 

'. cc C~i'o 
52?e6 

seer·?~ or !5Qe99 

E'T 
~ ··~t'~~_;i .. l./~tVJ3 s::r-.os 
~!.CI::~ ~t<.,., , ..... ( ':1·~--~ 
1

1 
(Sl ~~~~eST ?~I~R!TY RE~U!R2ME~T EXISTS ~OR PH610 .cOVERAQE 

rC~~Ohl~~ TA;~~TSI 
._·,• Sln~i,-,:,:KVIL.Li:/i<~I"PD~'!J SOi~ ,\AVAL ;ActLifY AND Aj'\[IELD 

" · · ; :: 1 ·• ., :; " ~ ~· ' r 11 1 T v ~. \." ! 1 ~ ~ I - L- · 
·f, ___ t:., .-~; ,;,,::z~·;; : .,~..:Lf.;.""till'!'~ C~~:s·c·~ lim :::N·~! ~ 1 ~ N."r""~ t~! l'l'~.~~ .. ), :;lU~i 
r~l:"l"' .... ,..-.. 1\ ··- v ..... !- .... r· 4 1 -- --'-r·-~---~-~-· .,. -
«P , . .,_' • '~ I' ~ ·i , .. "'( ..... .. tj ·~ .• : H, .. :... r A"'':: ~ ~::: "'\ ~ I l \, ; · .... i. r· ~ ·"' '; :'·,' :I~ • 

~ 1 ( S ) = ~ l I .-. ~ V ~to. C HAfT ' ~:. A t ..; lu · .. l ; I 8:.. \ 7 ~~ I ~ 1 I ... r< ~ .!. 1.1 ! TVTT"r 
Alqfl~LC~ ~=;U~ST FLASH !PIR &~D VOIC~ PEPO~T VIA T~LECC~ J~ 

'C:l"!C?A:: Nil, 
•; IS) Cl~C?AC ASSESSMENT ~ILlTARY MlSKi MODERATEi !~TE~LlG~NCE 

F\.l Cl c _. 1 

5 -

·-.. 



------

~ .. 

• 

:GA!Ni HJ~ni PCl!TICA~ S~~SIT!V!TYI ~!GH; 
.~~ (Sl Tril5 CO~~IRMS T~~ECC~ TAS~ING CjNCPAC '/ B~UE -CNjP 1~!el3Z 
,.,_~ y. 7 5 ·•· 
GI;S~El3 
n 

!U9c2 
.1.1-.'iOTi:S 
WY.M 

P . .tae 2 

N l'i 'IIi 
.1~2B'2Z 

I 
I 



I 
; 

vzc~cH&Y~1~lLN823 
!-IULT 
HTT(1N . 

llEI':\In~lEi'iT OF DEFFi\SE \ 
[

:: ~ -! .. Jtl''if ClllffS Ill t;lhf I ' • .. ~ ~' ~ ~ .. 

'•'j_ -· ' ~ t ,'' '11) {I ~ .J • ~(SSAGf tl N II II ' . ,· : , '1 --1 il 
• "11 \: ·•'L:u£Q 

! 

Act.__, ' .. ,..- Pri .- Into 
J32 

I EA 
I OPS 

DTS"R CJCS I (04) CJCS 
SEcDEF{04) NHlC 
I<ICCC cr-~c 

OJS SJCS (~2, Hi (;0 ~~ qJ?:fSN¥,£!: URC 
S E C D E F I A S D II H ( 1 I'll B 0 I P *+;:;;-"' t';\'-;;)4~;-;If.l ~~T~F'~.,-,h--,.D"'I--,-1 C !I'll . 

I J32A I 

(~A~) 

CNO ... £$H r)(; 

CSA WASH I)C 
EP&D FILE(1l 

kUEFH~&;C5~F ~&SH!NGTON DC 

I ADP I i I Rc;OJt s i I 
Plans/ 

I J33 ! 1 

-
Pl-C DIV ROUTI:IG 

'RllWTEK&;CINCSAC OFFUTT APB NE 
RllC~AAD/SACRECCNCE" 11FFUTT AF8 NE 
RIJHVUA/CINCPH:AF HICKAK Hi.1 HI 
RHH~BRl/CINCPACfLT HAKlLAPl HI 
RHH!AAl/!3AF CLARK !R RP 
.Rtl~!'lSR&;432TRW UOCi<N AFLD TH 
RUHnSRA/432RTS UDORN AFLO TH 
i:lt'~"SR A/ 1 HRS UDORN AFLO TH 
RUH~OAA/COHSEYENTHFLT 

D!TE: ! ~c~-,-n"'Q - - - ~ .. r 
- -· r r CHIEF -- --
DICHE? I I 

BT -·J3 SENDS 
IlCOICif':3c--j ·--C 
--· 

.UJJ!IH 
HOTO RECON REOUESY (U) :ITAP BR 

SA ER l. ICS WiSH DC 1210t4Z MAY 75 (NOTAL) 
B. CINCPAC !22137Z HAY 75 (NOIALl SE~. 
C., r!NCPAC HONOLULU H~ 13234.51 MAY 75 (NOTAL) 
'O, CINCPAC HONOLULU HI ~~~325Z i'IAV 7~ C~OTAl 
EE. CINCPAC HONOLULU ~I 1~8~37! HAY 7~ I 

E3 
...... __.H .l • SC'P"'"'='"s . 

c I 
__]_ -~ 

I 
' 
I 

I ./ I 

v 

1: fC) REFS ! iH~OUCH f REQUESTED ~;~~r. PHOTO COVER4Gf SELECTED 
OBJ~CTIVES CAMBODIA. 2: CS) AUTHO;l!'i'Y REF' '3RLVO RtSt:I!-.10!!'0. RJC:F~ C:, O, lN, f: 
RfHAIN I~ EfFECT, ADOITIONALLYo HAINT~IN ~ECONNAiSSlNCE FORCES 
IN ALERT STATUS TO R!SPOND TO YASK:NG ON SHORT N~TICE UNTIL FURTNER 
~orvrsED. 
3. (C) FACE VA\..UE "S"a ~ST1E5 l""D'!GH '~o'IA"!'• PRtVTOLJSL'I' ALLOCATED 

PAC:" 1~ ~ t,cP 1 "1"1131'1 

e, \ \ q \l1 
l__f c 

6 



. ., ,... tT 

r _,.--- ·c\..r.;,•.• 
:~. -

. . . 

CZCNt~~587ll.~~:!l76 
cc 
V D!ST~ ~MCC f!LE(1l 
:!1) 

RUK~H~A #2ii7 1~42iZ4 
y sssss 
~4211l!Z ~,A'f 75 
Cl~~P£C HON~LUL0 HI 
RUEKJCS/JCS ~&SW!~GTC~ DC 

HMeqatci~C~ACFLT ~~K&L!PA HI 
ro nuH::;VA.Atcor,scv2:-~r~rt. T 
MCqG&/cCuUSSAG N~? APRT TH 
HG?3A/CTF !EVE~ 5~VE~ 
EKJCS/DIA ~ASh!NGT0~ DC 
~VAAA/Cl~CPACAF HICKAM AF6 HI 

J31~;J3 se~.i::S 
.... • • ,... t.: I ' I ' 

.. ~. 

(\ .. -..,; ... - \ ~ t 

c!NC?&CFLT ~AKALAPA HI 1"4i9i7Z wAv !5 (;~s~~~ 
JCS ~ASH VC 14Z~~1Z MA~ 75 (PASEPl 
JCS NAS~ DC 1219442 MAY 75 (NCTALl 
J~S ~~S~ ~C 142r~~z ~Ay 75. (~OTALl 

' . .. 
:·· . 

r 

/ 
... "':1. 

NHCC C'ir'O 
59626 

FDN5C:N J!i42/JCS/J~C (COL PENNINGTON) 1~le~ei ~A~- 75 (~O~AL) 
(Sl fOR C!NCPACFLTI 
A~ AUTH3RA q~:UEST 0 EF A TO CONDUCT NAV~ TACTiC~L puoyo RECtE 

MISSIO~S POULO ~At; KOH TAN~ AND KON PANJA~G !SLANllS; PURSUANT 

-



~· 

( 

( 

, 

ULI 1\l\ I JliLl' J VJ' ULJ:L;,.)L 

JOINT CHIEFS Of STAff 

MESSAGE CENTER 

• 

· .... -
~· . - . 

. . . . vz~7cH.I.YB7~ --·- .-····-

ACTION 
OISTR: 

• !1Sl82A 
. I S~CT 79 OF 59564 

TERMSVC J3:SPCAT NMCC J3(COL ATK!~ISON)(Ol)l FILE(Ol)2 
PRINTER COPIES TO: GEN JONES/ACJCS, GEN PAULY/OCJCS • ·LTG SITTON1J3 1 VADM TRAIN/DJSL MGEN SIMMONS, RADM·WELANDER 
LTG HUYSER, AND BG WHITE · 

1 

(02) 
4DV oiSTR N~CC . . ··--·--
TRA~SIT/1d2112Z/142!23Z/C~011!TOR!3~2111 
DE OUHOHOA ~2118 1342111 

. Zl-lY TTTTT 
Z t>!21!2Z HAY 75 
fM ~INCPAC HONOLULU HI 

. . . 
·--·-·-·· -- ... ---- ---

I 
SPECAT •··· ! • _ .. 

EXCLUSIV~ Tn RUEKJCS~JCS WASHINGTON DC 
RUH~RG1/USSaG/71F NA~HON PHANOM APRT TH 
I~~ F 'l !< U IH' H A I C INC?/.. C ~ F H I C K 1 H ,1. f 8 HI ;. 
Rl'H~OAA/CO~SE~ENTHFLT . copy' hO. _____ ( ____ _ 
Rl'W9E~A/CJNCSAC OFFUTT AFS NE 
R~H~BRA/ClNCPACfLT H1K1L1PA HI 
8 

/J3 SENDS 
PLANNING (S) 

[lASH ----

" 

U <>:, A u 1 7 o F I 4 1 7 3 .-, :L ;.; .;.··; i 5 . 
0 . ..... - • 

1. CTSl REF A APP~OVE~ SU~JECT TO FOLLOWING MODIFICATIONSI 
A. PARA !D[2)l CHANGE TO RtAD·AS fOLLOWSI "U~~~' MSC ~NO 

EI)D TEA~ ioi!LL BOARD HAYAGUEZ FROH USS HARDL.D E HOLT" • . 
. 6. PARA 10(9) I MOI)IFY Fli<ST SC:NTENCF: TO ><EAOI "USAF , , 

STRATEGIC AIR B•52D AIR .STRIKE~ AS DIRECTEO ~y ;cz ARE :~:·~~~~~=--~­
C. PARA 1G(2) (A)JI ~OnlFY TO READ A~ FOLLOwS I "8•52 STRIKES ' . 

AS DIRECTED BY JCS ARE AUTHORIZED ••• • GOS.85 
BT 
w2i•ll 
&t.iNOTES 
RU IS 59554 ·-
STAup THIS ~SG 5~ECAT•ExCLUSivE 
DJSTR ONE CY BY NAME IN A SEALED ENV TO GE~ JONES, 
GEN PAULY, LTG SITTON, VADM TRAIN, MGEN SI~MONS, .. 
RAOu WELANOER, LTG HUYSER, SGEN WHITE, AND COL AT~INSONt 
J3 ~&RO COPY DELIVERY TO COL ATKINSON By TGBE 
PH>~CC FOR DOO 
NUH::ER COPIES 
JFW JWM 

P.AGI!: 1 

NNNll 
!A2123~ ·-. 

•• "'I • . • 

..,..f: 0 ~~k'''. · · Ill \c• ,,. II' • • 
~.~ 



: 

. :-· 

DEI'AI\T~1El'\T OF DEFENSE 

•.: - .. -- -----·-: ..... . 

' ......... - ·----- -- ··-- -. 
----- -·-· 

J()U'Il t:HiffS Of STAff 

-~ES.SAf,E n .. ur. 

--.· -
__ .._ 

.... 1"· 

• 

qF.&C HsNS IN SUPPORT ONGOING SE~STA OPN~, R~MAlN VALID, MINIMUM 
"l TTTUOE SIX Tf~OUSAND FIVE HUNOi<::O FEET, PRE5CRI!'.E(l REPS, C AND D, 

'RFMA!N& IN EFfECT UNLESS SPECIFICALLY C~~N~ED BY CINCPAC, 
CONTINUE FLAS~ lP!R REPORTING (TO INCLUDE ~ETA!LED NARRATIVE), AND 
Fl~~H COMPaSS LIN~ SIGNIFICANT RESIJLT~ A!A~. AODIT!CNALLY, CONTINUE 
FLA~H voiCE REPORTS ~SN HIG~LIGHTS DIRECT riNCPAC ~UTY DIRECTOR FOR 
INT'LLIGENCE ON SECURE PHONE NUH8~RS 6215/5218 fnR IMMEDIATE PiSSING 
Tfl .tCS/D!A, 
G"S·B~ 
8T 
-~1'50 
A"NnTES 
.Ct:J<l5_1 

~ ... 



. •. 

.. /.· 

ACV DjST~ ~~CC . 
'tRA~SJT/i4215~Z/1422!4Z/!Z2Jl2TCR~34215' 
·tE RUHQH~A ~2~36 ~3~215~ • 
:!1\V TTiTT 
:! l:~t21~2Z ~'" ?;i 
·r~ ci~~PAC ~O\~Lu~u N! 
·~c RUKC~nA/US~&~/7AF NAK~ON PHANDM APRT TW 
·R~HMRRA/C!~C~~CfLT MAKA~APA HI 
·R~~YAAA/Cl''CPACAF ~ICKAM AP9 HI 

. ·thFO RUE~JCS/J~5 WA5HI~GTON DC 
·~U~GPMA/~Tr ~~V~~ SIX 
·R~NGD8l/CT~ ~~YEN SEVEN 
'RI,;•~R.I(: . .II~n' c~v~·~ '!I'!;; 
-~~~F~TA/CC~U~~1 ~CT~!' 6!NO~O~ 1H 
·R~WSCAA/~O''~~Y[~T~~~T 

,. '1:\1-:".0GOA/':Dv~'=:O"C·'! '!'"0. Ti-iREE! 
·:te'I/CGFMFPAC CA.i':~ SMfTH HI 
~T 

J3l../J3 SE"'I/5 · 
H HNG ijPS 

• 0 • • • 

; 
·: · .. 

.. 

. . 

,r • - -• ,·• 

... ~ 

'• 

' . 

! 
I 

A1 TELCON JCS VAD~ T~l!N A~D C!NCPAC MGEN ~ANG~ 
S1 ITSI EXECUTE ~AND!~~ AT KOH rANG iS~AND AND 30lRDINa MAYAGU~Z 
JT .~42~45Z MAY 75, REf PERTAINS, 
:ots~B; 
IH 
!~({38 
1.1\ 'JOTcS 
·stA~P TH!S HSG SPECAT;EXCLUS!YE 
·C~ST~ D\~ Cy ay ~&,•E I~ A 52AL5C ENy TO GEN JONES GEN 
.~Tn 5!TT~~ V&DM T~A!~ ~GEN Sl~~ONS ?ADM ~E~AN~ER 
.~TG HUYSEH RGeN WWITE AND CC~ AT~INSON/JJ 
•MARC .CO~V ~ELlVER TO CO~ ATKINSON By TUeE 
Nr.cc fOk D::lO 
t\U~SER CCF!ES 
IJ~ "l cse 

P~OE 1 ~ 

NhNN 
S.~22ZU 

. ';• ..... 

.'• 



ic· 
vzc;CH1Y11•ILN2~~ 

-r . ' ~,IJl7ARH1ENT UF IJEI·L\SE · 
L .... __ :_: ~-· _"' JOtNTCHIEFS~FsTAFF · . · .: :··) 

- • --I ;.:.: -=:J :• .. 
MESSAGE CENTER 

I 
I ' 

I 
I 
I 

I 
I 

I 
\ 

MUL" • 
4rTTON . . . . . . 
OTSTR CJCS: (04) CJCS OJS(O~) SJCS(C'.2) J3_1 (~4) J3_!10) NKCC, _ ~ ~ 

(fi~Cl) 

J R C. SEC 0 E F ( 0 4) II M I C SEC DE PI 4S 0 I I~ A U.~-'~.L!8 DIP A C"' p ". o·u I P' ~:o. 0 

DI~I Dll(!0) ~CCC CMC I J~2 I 
CS.lF WASH DC 
CliO WASH DC 
CSA WASH DC 
EPAO OPG! FiLE(!) 

EA. 

OFS 

AnV oiSH? NMCC I AD?, 
TR~4SITt\42JI~Zt!4231gztaeec0gToR!342318 1 Rq~~s 
D~. QUrlOHO.l ~2146 1342314 ----~~--?=1~~-n-s----~-----+-----
Z'lY sssss I J33 
Z !d2JI(IZ MAY 7~ 
F~ r.INCPAC HONOLULU loll I ElY.'.:.cA.F 
T~ Ru~ORG.ltUSStGt7AF NAKHON ?HANOM APRT THl 
RIJHV.lH/CliiCP~CAF 1-;!CK.lH AFB HI I LS/..R 

. RHH" BR AI C IN CP 1-CFl. T M A OL AP .l HI ----;-, ----.SCD 
lNF~ RUEKJCS/JCS ~AS~INGTON DC 

-RUHC.PKAtCTF SEV~N 5!~ 
RUHr.PSA/CTF SEV~N SEVEN 
RIIHrHD.l/CTF SEVEN NINE 
RHMFMTA/COHUSHACTHAI BANGKOK TH 

·:- J . 

RLII-I~O.l.l/COHS~V!NTHFLT 
RHH~GoA/CQ~OESQON Twn THRE! 
RUWTEKA/CI~CS.lC Df~UTT AFB NE 
RHM~GOA;USS MAROLD E HOLT 
RLIMTBK/AMEMB BANGKOK TI-l 

s~:-e.t 
__ ,..;_ __ =. "•" '-:-·,=~--~---

. -;--~.-~:~ .. -:~;~~ _ _.,_ ___ _ 
' .---- _ ..... 
--·-· ·, 

! ... 
PA<; DIV ROUTI:IG 

DATE: I J..CT I Il1FO 

-
11!'~<'H~GA/SAC AOVON loiAKHI'\N PHANQM RTAFB TM CRI2? I t' --
RH~<l&A.l/13AF CLARK AS RP 

. ZEN/CGrHFPAC CAHP SHITM Hl 

J3 SENDS 
H~R SEIZURE Of HAY.lGUEZ CU) 

A~ CINCPAC !421~2Z M~Y 7~ (~ASFP' 
8, JCS !93~/!42!42Z ~4V 7~ (?ASEP, 
1, ru> THIS IS AN E~ECUTE MESSAGE. 

D/CHE? ! 
IICOIC/S:c-!-
}.D'!Il! L 
"-·----1,..,;: h 'P B'1 I 
s.\Ji'l I 
-~-:1\i.'l I 

/co•n'"'l'"". , .... --.;...o ......... 

I v' 
I 
I 
I 
I 

v ! 

A-T--*011 'HIJG-}a' "'k 2, CS> CONDUCT ASSAULT LANDING OPERATIONS 
EFFfCT SEIZURE OF SS MAYAGUEZ AS DIRECT~[) ~EF 
REF B. 
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V7C:7CHI Tl>6fiiLNI55~ 
HULT 
ACTION 
OI!!TR CJUl: {;14) CJCS OJS SJCS (ll2) J31 (04l" 

S~CDEF{~~l NHlC sECDEFI ASDIISA(I~l 
HrCC CMC . 
C~AF II Bl< DC 
Cl-IO WAS~ DC 
CSA lOS~ DC 
Ei>AD N"CC3 >I~CC2 

(I\A15) 
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JOINf (HirrS llf SIAl I 

iU~"SA.r.f f:(NIIII 
•· . 

TOTAL T&Cll~ ·soRTIES rROM THAILAND AND TARG~T! 
TOTAL T&CAIR SORTIES PROH CORAL S~A ~NO TARGETS 
PER~ONNEL RESCUED/RECOV~R~O/IREAT~ENT/CONDITION 
PERSONNEL NOT RECOVERED, tr ANY 
TDT&L SUPPO~T SORTIEs, I,E,, SPECTREr ABCCC, f,\R 
CONntTION OF SS MAYAr,UEZ 
BATTLE OA~&GE ASSESSMENT 
&DAGUACY OF COM~UNICATIONS 
GSF REPORT ON INSERTION/EXTRACTION OPERATIONS 
AIR REFUELING SUP~ORT 

OTHER PEQTJNENT lN,OR~Ai!ON 
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..-..._ ·vzcz.cMt r I0JIL~ee"' -.-r-
MULT 
ACT!OH JJ(Ie' 

Ciil 
DICEI 
I!COICIS;;c 
4tl".T)1 ----;----;-----I 

ni~TR r:JC:SI (IH) r.JCS OJS SJCS(02) J31 (1'1"4) NMCC CO!I"(0
4

) 
NMIC .5ECDEF: HDIISA(!0) ASOIPA(01) DIAT~f....._......._.._I'-1--A+l-e-)---Mc-te 
C"C 
C!l.AF WJ.~H"OC 
Cl-lO liAS~ DC 
C'iA WAS~ De 
EPAO NHCC3 'II<CC2 

(04!5) 
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)()l~l CHH rs Of SJA.f r 

-.IH~SACf CO~ II R . . . 

THAT~!~ DIR~r.T SUPPORT OPERATION~ TO R~COVER MAYAOUEz ~NO CREW 
AR~ REr.INOEO ( R~fS A THROUGH~ PERTA!N)f ·PRlOR ~T&N~DODWN, eNSUR• 
ADA PHnTn CovERAGE ALL TACA~R ~TRIKES, SUBOEOUENT DDA ReecE, -
~E' F RECIND~D· REHA!NING fACE VALUR H!SSTON3 ON INDEFINIT~ 
DELAY. R!CON FQRC!3 RELEASED ALERT STATUS T"I3 T!"E, 
~~ (5, _FnR JCSI RECOMMEND RESUME OLYMPIC TORCH GCHEDULE 0' ONE 
PER DAY BEGI~JNG !52330Z MAY 751 (R~F G PERTAINS}, 
GOS·S:3 
"'T 
.!!2:3J6 
HINOTE~ 

KJ 9~1 
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-TJF.I':\1< I ~li'.N I Ul· Dl'.l·l·.i\~E 
JOINT CHitfS or STAFF 

.)-. . rp. f1 ""'""- ~ _ MESSAGf r.ENH R 
r.:•lj, •• ~., 
~:-·· .. :.~ , .. · ;"'- ------ ..... 

r. · .. '· · . . · · I ~ :""1 ·~ 'l rlll 
.• ;,;;.:; ·: ... · ... : . \ .... , ! .. :.~-~ ~~~ 

V!C7C!o~l T261 II_N7SA ~ . ·.I~:;. 
HULT • 
ACT! ON 

CJCS OJS SJCS (B2) J:li (tl4l J3 C !e) NMCC JRC 
NMIC SECDEF: ASDIISA(IO) ASO!PA(01) DIAl DIA(l~) 

DISTil rJCSI (~:~dl 
se-cnEF ('lA.) 
"'rcr: c~o~r. 
C~AF oJA~H DC 
C"'D wASH DC 
C~A WASH DC 
!!PAD FILE (I l 

l ~ --~ .... -·--·. --·-·1 
.c.. . -~~- . :i'l'i . · . ..,.- :::.~.r;) .,,1 

(i'l A I") 

--r--.1.'2 
I ""' (; 

-i---+---l-~.1 
I; 

---ij--u~,,--~,---~--~ 

--r-~S~O~D---~----~!,.,~J-
_---T-~J3~4~----~----~~ -

GO~? I ---+--.--,----+------+\. :>'.-:-:-1 
E?!:A I -
Strat I..__....... 
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111'.1".'\r, I :·:Ji',:~ I Ill' IH.l'l',i\~1~--

... ·:~1 CtiiEFSOfSTAFF 
.• . ';:. ;_ .;.'~;-\:~It 

YZCZCHl n~JIU~570 
HULT 

. ~ . : ·.; ~-

::t - ... 

"ESSAGE CENTER 

;. - ~· 

. ' ,.. '· ; . ~ ,_.. 
_ ... .-. -~ ~ ... ~-, ~_:; ~~ 

• 
.lCTIOt< 
OISTR rJCSI (~~) ~JCS OJS SJC3(fl2) JJi (~4) J300) NMCC JRC 

SF.CDEF(~~) NMIC SECDEFI ASDIIS~(!0) ASDi~AC01) DIAl OlA(l9) 
Mrcr. CMC: 

(('146) 

C!aF IIA~H OC 
C'-10 \lASH DC 
C~A WASH DC 
fPAD FILE(!' 

ODD SENDS 
KHMER SEIZURf, OF H~YAGU~Z (U) 
A, JC~ 23P6;1504~5Z ~AY 75 
B, C!~CPAC {513302 HAV 7~ 

I J32 . j fC J_ 

1- n::-.;_,-~-+---
--+1-'"Ei.n:._!!.A_F __ \. 
----'1-j ---:;;p AC-=----\ -:;::..:XC:•':o,;;-· " ·'1_ 

---t~-·~~~R I : \~ :( 
1
1 J34 I :I · 

GO~P \ :=~- \.- . -·1 
_ __,11----l \ I 

I E:-&A \ --~-----
1 Stret __ 

--t--1 -Jn35 I :JR.-C-__:\f-----r --
i =\ . I J33/ES .. r •. .,, '{ 

\ 

Exso i ;:···-~. 
_ !Lil sea \ "' 

---

~' CI~CPAC ;5)~23Z HAY 7~ 
t. lS) JN ADDITION To INFO RoD70 BY ~EFS INCLUDE! 

A, TOTAL NllHS!!:R Or MARINe:!l INSERTED ON _ZSL.ANDt8HIP 
e, METHOD USED FDA EVACUATION SHIP/H!L.O 
c. TIMtNG nF HAJO~ ACTION$ TO I~CLUO! 9U7 NOT LIMITED TO ~IRS 

!TPIKF., FI~ST HELD oN BEACH, FIRST HEL.O ON HOLT, TIHE HAYAOUEZ 
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DEP:\RHIENT OF DEFENSF: 
JOINT cHJEFS oF STAFF 

MEsSAGE CFNifR 

E~~~-~~~6vi~E6• ii~~ ivi~uAri6N START~6, iiH~ a~i~~ii6~ ~6~~Li~i6, 
~~ ru' THIS INFO ~EO IN D;Ci NTL !51g~~z, G~S•!J 
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I>El'AIU'MENT OF I>EFEi\SE 
JOINT CHI£FS Of SThrr 

.,ESSAG£ CErlH H 

UliCi.ASSiflEO 

· _ I J 32A I I 
r R .1. N sIT i 1 52 1 ~ 3 z 11 5 n 11 z 1 e e"' 1 2 e ToR l s :l 4 2 1 ~DP 1 1 
nf PliH!"lfJIH tt2;!7~ !3!52!!5!1 1 Rq::-,ts 1 1 
ZNY EEFEE . I Plans 1 
0 152t<l3Z ~-H 75 I 
F,.. rr N r P • c "'~ h o LuLu ~I I J

33 I I 
T 0 pH H"' fl R A I c I h c p ~ c F L T 'I A I< A LAp~ HI I U~LEJ..F I I 

• 

-

• 

!:<l'HVAA~/C!'>C~ACH ~ICKAII AF8 HI : ~ ?AC ~- l ;~ 
R U H n P G A ( C G ~ U ~ S A G IH K H 0 N F 1\ AN 0 H At R T = H · L_~AR -

R H 1-< f 1-< T U C Pl C ~ .l CC P .l L N 0 B g G K 0 I< T ---1'--rs~O,.::D ___ i-----fl..:·~e·::=::":;,-----
INFDIRII~C:CtA:ev;~sEVENTHFLT 1 J34 j ! ~ '"'"'"',_~--

: ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ ~ ~ ~; ~ E ~ E ;; ~; ~; N I GC!:? I I . =:""· . 
RUHr.P,..~iCTF ~EVEN SIX -·· E?&A I I 
RUHGONAiCTF SEVEN FIVE" I Strat I 1 
RU.lJt-IAI'IiCTf ~EVEN TWO J35/"r.C I 
RHt-lf MH ;CO "'U~,.. .AcT H A I B HI(;)( Of( T H : I J38/:C:S I I 
RHMPHA~[CC"'DESRON TwO THReE -----r-~~~~0~---+-------~-~---
RHHPHA.l/USS ~ARCLC E HOLT 
R H MIA A .A i 13 A f CLARK Jl8 R P ___ ...J__U_'i:.:l:_..S_eo.:.._ __ l._ ___ ...J. __ _ 

HNICG r"FPAr. 
.RHHPHAA itiSS ~ENRY e \o/ILSC" 
·RUHORG~!C~FLTCDCRDGRP _NAK~ciN PHANO~ APRT T~ 
Rl!HORK~/3~7 Ti'iol l(flRAT TH 
RUMOSRA~~21 TCS ~KP 
RUHMRG~t4~ ARRS ~~p 
RUHOAE~1e21 TCS CET ~ NKP 
RUMfl8HA~~7ATa~ 7 ACCS UTAPAO AFLD TH 

IWHnREA;56 SOw liKP 
RHMlAAAi7ACC~ CLARK AB RF 

RUHQRK~(56TH ARRS KQR.lT T~ 
RUH(l8H~;~r A~RS~6!5DW UTAFAO .lFLO TH 

RU~fl~RAil~ A> AQVO~ UDCR~ Af~O TH 
IWWTfKtiCINC~AC CI'"FIITT AFB N~ 

I,J!-IC~I.SSIFHD 

/0_ 
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DFP:\1(1'\IENT OF DEFENSE 

• • • 
Jnr~l CHIEFS OF srAn 

MESSAGE CfNTfR 

' . ·~ . 
UNCLASSIFIED 

RUE~Jc~iJCS oAS~I~GTO~ DC 
RllEKJC!t{'SO PA ~ASHPIGTO~ OC 
RUHJOFi/3AD!v A~OERSE~ AFB GUAH MI 
RHHOGoaiCI~CPACREPPHIL SUSIC BAY RP 
RUHN~!AiCI~CPACREP GU!M/TTPI 
RUHMWIA/PATRC~ FOUR 
RUYR~A~~CTG sEVEN TWO PT T~O 
RUHMWJ~tCTG ~EVEN T~O PT JHRE! 
RHwZ~C~icrG ~EVEN FIVE PT ONE 
RUHTBK~&MfMB BANGKOK TH 
RUHJM!lA~E~8 ~ANtLA RP 
RHWZScricTG •EVEN hiNE PT NINE 
RHHPSa.i 1uss ccR•L SEA 
er 
tJNCLAS F F T CI/J7~A sENCS 
MAYAGUFZ OPEQATIONS • PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
A~ CJ~C 0 AC ~~~2~9Z M&Y 75 

~· . 

• 

. . 

,, 

t, REF A Is CANCELLED. 
2, For LDWII.G PUALlC AFFAIRS t:;UIOANCE PERTAINS TO SS MAYAGUEZ 
OPER.ATT('NS I 

1-. • t L L i1 E L E AS E:; ~ ::.. t.. 3 E -.~ C ~~~~DC D . T U .:., .: "~?A C i= 0 R - f l N A l. 

•, 

RELf.~SF AUTHrRIZATION, 
R •. QUDTATIOhS BY MILITARy PERSONNEL I~ PRESS RELEAS£s ~lLL 

~E STRTcTLY LIMITED TO HATTERS WITHIN THE COCNIZAkCE ANO 
PfR~ONAL E~PF.~I~~CE OF T~E INDIVIDUAL, c: HOST CDU~TRY SEN3ITIVITIES. WILL BE STRICTLY CSSERVEO, 
PR~P~SF" ~ELFASE! DEALING ~ITH U,S, FORCES OPERATING FROM 
OVf~SEis BAsEs WILL BE COORDINATED WITH THf ~b5T COUNT~Y U.~. 
EMBASSY TH~OUGH THE S3MA EXCEPT THO~~ OEALl~C WITH THAILA~O 
wHICH wiLL BE CQ~RDINATED ~ITH AME~8 BANGKOK !HROUGH CINCPAC PA 
LNO R&Nr;I(OK, , o: IhfO~~ATION MAY.SE ORAWN PROM ASO/PA 5RIEfiN~S~ 
3. F"~FGOING GUIDANCE APPLIES TO ALL RELEASi!S, INTERNAL ANO 
fl(Tf.I'INAL • 
4 • M I 1 IT A R Y PER S 0 NNE L w i' C PAR TIC 1 P ~ TE 0 IN T lj f IH Y A G U f Z 0 P !': R A Tl 0 ~ S 
.I.RE AUTHORIZED TO HAVE HEClA INTERVIEWS WITH!N TH~ POl.l.OI:iiNG 
Gulr.ELINESI 
. ·A~- ~ILITARY PER~ONNEL ~ILL STRICJLY LIMlT THf!R COM~E~TS 
TO MATTERS ~tTHIN THEIR COGNIZANCE AND ?ERSOhAL EXPE~!ENCES, .a: MILITARY PERSONNEL MILL BE CAUTIONED TO R~Fr.AIN PROM 
ANY .ni~cUSS!~N CF THEIR OPINIONS OF' POLITICAL IMPACT C' TH( 
OPEP AT T Ql.l • 

,c~ ~C!T COUNTRY SE~SITIVIT!ES kiLL SE 08~ERVED, REQUESTS 
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DEI'ARniENT OF DEFEi\SE 
JOINT CHIHS Of STAff 

M(SSAG( ClNTER 

UNCLASSIFIED 

:·. . 

• 

f0~ INTE~Ylf~S •tLL BE CCCRDINATED WITH LOCAL ~ILITARY PUBLIC 
AFfATR~ oFFicER WHO WILL 8E PRESENT DURING ITtRVIEWS~ l~TIRVIE~S 
~~ THAILAND wiLL BE COONDlNATEC WITH CINCPIC PA LNO BANGKoK, 

o. P~OVtoE INFOR~ATICN TO CI~CPAC (BY KE~SAC~ OR PHONe) ON 
S!GNIFiCANT r~TE~V!EWS CO~DUCTEO, 

BT 
1t237.S 
A'-JNDTE~ 

CSR 951 

NNNN 
l!i2::!il7 

t.:NCLASSTFIEO Bl!11!1lel 



\ 

..... 
' ..; 

~ . 
t"'" .. J • 

• l· 

VZCyCMAy4g5Il~~~l 

Hl1 ~ T 
ACTION , 

DEPART~IENT OTl)EFE:\SE 
JOINT CHIHS OF "',TArF 

OISTR CJCS! (e4) CJCeCe!l OJSCe:ll SJCS C 

·.t--··~. ---..,7,.·,· 

·-~··~ Pri -,- Into 

SECDI.':~ (il4l _NHIC Sr!:COEFI A!lD i ISA{1F 
H CCC C i1 C ----]r---:[38[-+---J-_:..:.__:, 

.ceMn 

CllAF ljASH DC 
CNO ~AS~ DC 
CSA WA:;H DC 
EF'AD FILEC1l 

AOV OISTR NHCC . 
TR /.•J!) IT /15 2<i3 3!115 23::\:3 Z/l'IIH'll Cl :5TOR 1352-3-3 <~r-~·---tTJ~--1r:;:::;.:,;-
Df ~UHOKOA U23g' t3~~J31 ~' 
lNY ccccc 
Z i~23:10Z HAY 7~ 
P" CINCPAC_HO~OLULU HI 
TO RUIIORGA/U93A5/76F NAKHON PH.ANOM 
RHH'-~(lRA/C!I~C?t.t:;lLT i\AK,1l..H'A HI 
RU~VA.AICINCPACAP HJCKA~ ~~8 HI 
INrO RUE~JCS/JCG NASH!NGTON OC 
B --·-·---~-- .::.:: :-: ~-- i -----!L ·_, ~~- -~ .J . 

............. J~15/J3 ~!:NDS ' : :.·~-··:;,~ J 'r;-:~:_c~ 
H4YAOU Z/KOH T tlG 0? AT!CIJl) CCl --- -----
A. TELeCON 15/1S4~Z MAY 79 CINCFA~/CINCPA~A~/C!NCP&CFLT~CDHUS8A0/ 

TAP 
1~. ~Cl TERMINATE ALL 

.HAY!GUfZ AND CReW. 
2~ ·wl THIS CONPlRHS 
Gl)&aB1 
BT 
1123!! .. 
ANNOTES 
css g51 

OP~RATIONS IN SUPPORT OF R~COVERY SS 
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