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flights, and on 9 June, U.S. aircraft struck Pathet Lao gun posi­
tions.end damaged a Pathet Lao head~uarters. Sou;~nna Phouma 
temporarily \tithdrev: his pemission :for· anned escort in response 
to vigorous DRV.and Chinese protests, but renewed it on 12 J~~e. 
See Balt:iJrcore Sun, T, 9, 10, 13 Jurie 1964. · Also, New York T:ir.les, 
9, 10 J~~e 1964. 
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1964 (L~ Vi.etne!:l. 381:· 
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Ne;; York Times, 22 June 1964; Hashington ·post,· 23 June 1964. 
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star, 9 June 1964. 

Canadien delegation (Saigon) message to U.S. Department of State, 
20 June 1964 (in Vietnam 381: ll-30 June 1964) (TOP SEC:;u:r). 

See BunC.y !:lemcrend.um to Secretar-; Rusk, "Highlights of Honolulu 
Conference, " 3 June 1964 (in stete Department Haterials, Vol. I) 
( SECR.t,~). See also discussion in Unit eel States-Vietnc..:n Relations, 
1945-1967, IV. c.5, "t!oilitary Press:t:res Against North Vietna:n: Action 

.. and Debate, Fcb-Jun 1964: '.' :pp. 34-35 (TOP SECRET). 

10. · ·.Robert J.:arming memorandum to P!'csid~nt Johnson, "Information Program 
for Southeast Asie," 16 June 1964 (in Vietnam 381: 11-30 June 1964) 
{ TO,.P SEC REI') . 

12. ·From "Pertine:~t l!istorical 3acxground, lhlles of Engae:ser.t--Southeast 
.Asia," (U:!dsted) 1966, notes compiled by Assistant SecreterJ of 
Defense (.ISA) i·lcraugtton (in t.Jc:·'f.!ughtor, VIII) ('I'D? SEC§'l'). 
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·14. Secretary NcNamara, before Senate Foreign Relations and Ar:::ed Services 
Com.'lli tt ee:s, 6 Au;;'ust 1964 ( in Nci::augbton VIII) (TOP SEC PSI') . 

• . I 

15. CJCS mei:lorand= to SecDef, "North Vietna:'il Operations (S)," 19 May 
1964 (JCSi 426-64) (TOP SECREI'). 

16: SACSA mE::loranda to SecDef, "Operations Against North Vietnam," . 
13 June 1964; 1 July 1964; 28 July 1964 (in Vietnam 381: Sensitive 
File) (TOP SECRET). 

17. Rusk message to Vientiane ELbassy, 26 July 1964 (State 89) (in 
"Sout.heast Asia, J'..l:le-July 1964," CF .15) (2:'0P SECRET). See also, 
CJCS ~=orand= to SecDef, "U.S./GVI·< Cc:obined Pla::ming," 24 June 
1964 (in Vietnam 381: 11-30 Ju."le.l964) (TOP SEC?.ET). The internal 
policy o:f cont:rove·rsy on cross-border operations during the first 
half of 1964 is described to some extent in United States-Vietnam 
Relations, IV. C. 5. (TOP SECRET). 

. 18. 

.. 19. 

20. ·. 

The specific rec00."!lendatiqns appear in i I·1cGeorge Bundy memorandum 
to Secretary RuSk, et. al., ·~raft Basic-Rec~endation a~d Projected 
Course of .Action on Southeast .Asia," 25 l·!ay 1964 ( w/Attachl'!:ent) ( i:l 
State Department tf;aterial, Vol. I) (ToP SECREI'). The disposition of 
these recommenQatio~s is discussed in United States-Vietnam Relations, 
IV.C.$., pp. 22-40 (TOP SECRET). 

;.;) \ . . 

Proceedings of the. Honolulu Conference, dealing with the question 
of pressures against north Vietnam, are discussed in United States­
Vietnam Rela.tions, IV. C.;~~) pp. 28-34 (TO?_SECR!:T). 

Secretary l'!cNamara, £E. cit., 20 February 1963, :pp. 9, 10, 15, 28. 
See. also Ted Sell. in the \·lashi.."lgton Post, 8 August 1964. 

21. Ibid, pp: 31, 32. Assistant Secreta!'j- l-icNaughton, before the Senate ('"":':: 

i;64~~ 2~e~:;i~~66 cr=;~;:~s;.~~~~Ii'r ( ~~c~:r) ~u~:! ~l~~o. u :s. t%t ... \ - :. 

22. 

·. :,~.:~~;~:-,!~b;o~::~o:~· .:.!:;;' ~~0 ·~:.:~"i;iil' . ···I~Mt"! 
1-icl~a.mara, 01). cit .. , 20 Februa!J' 1968, pp. lO, 13; 1-lcNaughton, ;'.':·:·:" ... 
·Ojl. cit., Ed.·.rin 1. ~le,. Jr., New Yorl·. Times, 4 .August 1964. 

;:::;; ...... 

23. In Nev York Times,: 4 August· 1964 . 

24. 
.. 

J.!cNa::Jara, 01), cit., 20 Februsr.f 1968, J'P· 17, 18, 28. 

From "Proof of Attack, " notes compiled by a.ssistent Secretary 
McNaughton (in Hc!·laughton VIII) (TOP SECRE:r) and l·lcN=ara, oo. cit., 
20 February 1968, :;:?· 10, 15, 11; 35-37. 
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26. Ibid. · See also public accounts in New York Times and B:;1t:i!!lore 
Sun, 5 August 1964, in i\e·.; York Herald. Tribune, 9 August 1964, 
and in Ne;r York Times, l; February l96':i. 

27-

28. 

29-

30. 

31· 

32-
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McNamara, o-o. cit., 20 February 196S; pp. 17,.J..8, 57, 66, 92. See 
also CTG -:'2.1 to CINCP.AC?LT, 041452Z, C'~1515Z; 041542Z an6. 041727Z 
August 1964 (SECREI'); . - - . - -

McNamara, op. cit., 20 February 1968, pp. 10, ll, 48·; see also 
·.chronology of the Tor.kin crisis in New York Herald Tribune, 9 August 

1964. Quotation fro:n Finney, o-o.· cit .. , 10 January 19o:::. 

Ibid., PP·· ll, 89 · 
. ~ .. . · .. · 

Ioid., pp. 58-6o, -oassb. See also CTG 72.1 to CTII'CPACFLT 041727Z, 
04l848z AOJgust 1964; JCS to CINCPAC, 042ll9Z August 1964 (JCS 7720) 
(TOP SECRLT). 

Before the Senate Foreign Relations C~ttee, 20 February 1968. 

See accounts ill the New York Times a.'1d Th~ Hashi.'1gton Post", 5 August 
1964; also the Chronology, Ne·.; York Heral<l. Tribune, 9 P.u.,-ust 1964. · 

33. Quotations fz:-0;;) Secretary HcNawara' s testil:lony before Congressional 
C=nittees, 6 August 1964 (TOP SECP.,'£). See also McNamara, O'P· cit., 
20 February 1968, pp. 14, 15, 26, 29-31. 

34. See Paul W. ',;ard, Baltimore sun; 6 August 1964 and James Reston, 
Ne;r York Times 1 6 Aue..:.st 1904. 

35· 

36. 

37· 

39· 

McNamara, O!l • cit., 20 February 1968, PP· 32 (The date given in the 
testimony is in error). 

Ibid. ' .. 

McNamara news conference, 5 August 1964, in Ne;r York Times, 6 August 
1964. See also JCS to CTII'CS, 050o43Z 4 Aug>.lst 1964 (JCS 7729) (SEiJREr). 

·See Solbert memorandum to SecDef,. "Alert Posture for Southeast Asia," 
26 Septe."liber 1964, approved by Secretazy l-lcNemara on t!:lat date (in 
V:l.etna1u 381; September f;LJ.e) (TOP SECRET). · See also JCS to CJ:l•!C?AC 
and Cll:CSTRIKE/CIHCi(EAFS.£;, 241630Z October 1964 (JCS ll77) (SECREr): 

The Washington Post, 6 .4ugust 1964. 

Congressional Record, Bouse or·R-~resentatives, 7 August 1964, pp. 
17951~-17969, -::ass:L~!. · 

COI!U:littee on Foreig11 Relations Report, ''?rt"lO!loting the gair.ter.nnce of 
lnte:natio:-aal Peec~ and Seci.U"ity in Sc:1thc~st Asia, 11 U.S. SenateJ 
88th Congress, 2rd Session, 6 .G.ug-.1st 1964 . 
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. 42. 'Floor debate on proposed Joint Congressional Resolution,· U.S. 

·Senate, 6 August 1964. 

43. See Unlted Ststes-Vietn~.In Relations,·tv.C.5., pp. 26, 31, '38-40, 
i'or a dis~ussion 01' the rationale behi.r-1 the initially proposed . 
Congressional Resolution. 

· 44. Text in Ne• York Ti:"es, 6 August 19@+. 

45. Verbat:in text of ~::essege handed directly to Canadian Thlbassy, 
Washington, D.C., ·for trans.'nittal to Nr. Seaborn. State. Depart­
ment Drai't:i.Dg Ofi'ice copy, 8 August 1964 (in State Department 
Y~teriels, Vol I.) (TOP SECRET). 

46. See account of U.S. calculations and policy decisio!l in early 
June 1964 in United States-Vietna!'l Relations, IV.C.j).,_ pp. 25-27, 
34-40, (TOP S.ECEE·I') . . . ~ :..) · 

. 47 •. 

48. 

. . 

51. 

52. 

Great Britain and the Soviet Union (Geneva Co-C'nai:n:len); 'canada, 
India and Poland (!-1en:bers of the Geneva-appointed I.C.C.); and the 
tripart~te Iactian goverr:nen~. See_~-., :P• 27. 

Henry Tanner, Ne"' York Times, 27 July 19@+, 

Unger message to Secretary R.;.sk, 27 July 1964 (Vientiane 170) 
( in CF 15 ) ( TCP S.ECRt.""T) . . . 

i-Tillisn :Bundy, "Nernorandum on the Southeast Jl.sia Situation," 
12.June 1964 (in State "Department Materials, Vol. I) (SECR.::.""T) . 

. · 
This viewpoL~t reflected in Department of S~ete message to 
Vientiane, Saigon embassies and CINCPAC, 14 Au.:,oust l964 (State 439) 
(in "Southeast Asia, Aug.lst 19@+," CF l6) (TOP SECRt.""T). 

·Tbe i'oregoing is available through public sources. See New York 
Times. i'or the respective dat_es. · 

53· . Bundy memorandum, .12 June 1964. (SECREr)' .. _· ... · 

54. Se,~! Jack Lan&,"'Uth, tlew York T;'l!.es, 31 July l9@+. · 

55. Unger to Rusk, 27 July 199+ (TOP SEC Rill'). 

6 T '! . v · "'· 2 A t 19"'' 5 . Hen~r an~er, ,.ew _orf. l~es, ugus ~~-. 
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Department of St,.te messaGe to I:! any addressees, 14 Aug-.;.st 1964 (TOP. 
SECTL..9'). s~e ols:::>, Rl;lzl~ =.es~:~e to Vientiar:e and other e!!;bassies, 
7 A~Jo'"USt 1964 (Btste 135) ( I..>1 "So·.;.theast As is, August 1964," CF 16) 
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Rusk to Vientiane, et. al., 7 August 1964 (SECREr). 

59. See New York Ti:T,es, 9 and 21 August 1964; Christian Science 
Monitor, _o August 1964. 

6iJ. Rusk to Vientiane, et. al., 7 August 1964 ( SECREJ.'). 
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Compere last paragraph in Ibid • ..,ith argument-s in Bundy memorandU!:l, 
12 Ju..TJe 1964 (SECRET). . 

. · .. 
Taylor message to Secretary Rusk, 9 August (Sdgon 363) (in CF-16) 
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See Ibid·; Rusk message to Vientia:Je, et. al., 7 August 1964; CJCS 
m~ilorana.u_rn to SecDef, 11!1!ext Courses of' .Action in Southeast Asie., n 

14 AUo"USt 1964 (JCSi,i~701~64) (in Vietnam 331: .August file); CINCPAC 
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1964 (in CG 16) (TOP SECfu.'"T), 
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JCS!-H46-64, 26 August 1964 (TOP SECRET). 

N;sistant Secretary HcNaughton, "Plan-of Action for South Vietnam" 
(2nd Draft), 3 September 1964 .(in State Departcent Materials, Vol. 
(TOP SECru::I'). 

JCS Talking ?Dper for CJCS, "lk:;,.-t Courses of Action for 
7 Septe'"'o:er 1964 (in Vietnam 381: S!!r:s:tive files) (TOP 

'tr11''M It 

"''"' SECRE'I'). 

88. Ibid. , (TOP BECRt."'r) . 

" 

II) 

·- .. _89. Rmd·.;ritt~rJ notes of the \·:bite House I:leeting, 7 September 1954 (SEC~F.T). 

.o:::;;;;::.· .. 



- ·.:::: ... ··········-

--· 

~-:_ . 
• ... -

90. Willie.::: Bundy r:;e:::~randu:n to SecDef, et. a1., "Courses of Action 
of Action for South Vietna!:l," 8 September 1964 (in Vietnam 381: 

. August file) (SECFL?). . 

91·· McNauehton, . "Plan of Action. for South Vi.etn=;" (TOP SECREr). 
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