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APFENDIX ¥
JOINT FERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER
PART I.  INTRODUCTION
A, BACKOROUND

In this capacity, the JPAC would be the

coordination autharity and focal point for all post-

SAR recova matters,

;. Tied in to JPRC activities was the eatablishment

of evaslon and escape procedures, vwhich were disseminated

to all sirerews.

Appendix F
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PART IX. INCEPTION OF JPRC

A. ) COMMITTEE COMMITTEE ON PRISONER3 AND DETAINEES
In June 1965, the Embassy Mission Council in Seipon

established a Committee on Prieoners and Detainees with
membersahip composed of repregsentatives from each elément of the country
Mission Team. Under Embassy chalrmanship, the Committee was
&iven the primary responsibility for formulating po;icy racom~
mendatlens and coordinating actilons relating to US military prilsoners
and ecivilian detaineef held by the Viet CQng;!g)South Vietnem., The
Committeer was also tasked to formulate policy recommendations to
the Mission on the rollowing additional categories of detained
perscna: US prisoners held by the Democratic Republie ;f Vietnam (DRV)
in North Vietnam; and third country civilian detainees and military
priscners held by the___VC ____in South Vietnam, except non-Us
civilians. The Commlittee was rUther tasked te inltigte necessary
lisison wWith Vietnamese authorities and to coordinate any necessavy

7 "ssion asction that might be required concerning US prisoners or
«etalnees in third countries, specifically Laog.?

W JOINT RECOVERY CENTER
1.

{S) Acting on the recommendations of the Commlttee, and with

the concurrence eof the Misslon Councll, the hrbessador, General
Maxwell Taylor, established a Joint Reecovery Center (JRC), which
wanld:
&. Be manned by Andividuals provided by the Departmeét of
Defense (DOD), US Overseas Mission (USOM), US Information

b. Be directly responsible te the Ambassador for all opera-
tional matters,
¢, Coardinate cperations in adjacent areas, particularly Laocs,

with the appropriate embassy or command.*?

Jolnt AMEMBASSY/MACV Msg, 1405252 Jun 1965 =
) History of JPRC dated 1 January 1967
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ZL’LEQT/;: speaﬁing to the DOD manning requirement for

~~he JRG, the Ambassadar indicated the need for 10 profeasionally

,Malified milltary representatives. Furthér, 1t was recommended
that the DOD agasign a USAF colonel having the techn}cal qualifi-
cations and command experience as the JRC's Director,

3. The Offlce.of the Secretary aof Delense (0SD) requested
that the Joint Chiefz of Stafl tazke appropriate action to fernish
the requested officer, if the Joint Chlefs of Staff concurred.

The Joint Chlefa of Staff, in turn, requested comments and
reconmendations concerning commend arrangements and deaign?tion

of the JRC.* CINCPAC concurred in the establishment of a recovery
center, manning and eommsnd arrangements, and the terms of reference.
CINCPAC suggested the term JPRC be used to mean Joint Pé;sonnel
Recovery Center gince the term JRC was presently used to designate
the Joint Reconnaissance Center {(JRC) within the J-3 Directorate,

Joint Chiefs of Staff.?

A

4, Upon reviewing the prisoner recovery problem in

Twuthesst Asia, 'COMUSMACY, in September 1965, indieeted that, in
.08e cooperatlon with the American Embassy —an
aggressive program to determline the locabtion of, and mssist American
prisoners held by the VC, the nnv;_gﬁh the Pathet Lao had been
initlated. With the concurrence of the Americen Embassy, COMUSMAGY
wlthdrew the request for appointment of a Director for the JRC
avellable
indicating that the officer would be provided from/ personnel, $3#

C. JOINT PERSONNEL RECOVERY CENTER {JPRC)

1. (@5 During an evasion and escape (EXE) plenning conference at
CINCPAC Headquerters in December 1965, & recommendation was made

that a recovery center be established in Southeast Agla whieh would

W 0 -3 o N oW N

|
o

11

include personnel recovery oﬁerations after search and rescue (SAR) 1/29

S Msg 2320502 Jun 1965
CINCPAC Meg, 0322H12 Aug 1965
) COMUSHACY Msg, 1511362 Sept 1965

SECRET P-3 Appendix F
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efforts had been términated, It was visualized, by CINCPAGC, that
~—the functions of the JRC, then operating in Vietnam, would be
ibsorbed within this new organization. A éeneral conecept of &8
pogsible avrangement for post-SAR recovery operations envisioned
by CINCPAC would be as followa:
a. Recovery operations would involve forees and/or activities
varied both as to parent organization and 1ocatiop. The locale
ol recovery cperations might inelude South Vietnem, North Vietnam
and Laos. Therefore, to maximlze the erfectiveness.of.auch
cperations, COMUSHMACY would be designated as coordinating
authority f{or posgt-SAR matters,
b. COMUSMACV would establish a Personnel Recovery Center to
aid in his coordination.authority role. The center sould serve
as a foecal point for the collection and collation of all Anforme-
tion and intelligence bearlng on personnel reecovery, and would
plan and coordinate the operaticnal aspeects of recovery/assistance
of US/All1ied personnel detainéh/held‘prisoner by, or evading
enemy lorces, . ’
c. Actual conduct of recovery operations would continue to be
& functlon of the department/agency or Service component to
which forces engaged in gpecific recavery operations were asslgned.
d. Diplomatic arrangements for exchange of priasoners and
release of personnel would continue to be a function of the State
Departmen
) CINCPAC requested comments from COMUSMACY on the possible

arrangement outlined above, and submission of proposed terms of
reference (TOR) for the Center. CINCPAC 4indicated that the TOR shonld
recognize the requirement for appropriate ccordination with the
various US Chiefs of Mission and with the representatives of US
departments and agencles within the Mission. Further, the TOR should
also recognize Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Ailr Force (CINCPACAF)

functions and responsibilities for SAR matters, 85 established by

-
-,

2 RET P-4 Appendiz F

M 0 =~ th W W N

———m A At —— e -

1o
11



TO

s

CRET

CINCPAC IHSTRUCTION 3130.1C of 25 June 1965 and the functions aof

/’ " the Southeast Asia SAR Center which CINCPAC directed he established

\
in

of

March 1966,
3. The terms of reference, pertaining to the establlahment
a JPRC, proposed by COMUSMACY and coordinated with the 7Tth

A Mr Force, and the US Embasay, Saigon, were as follows:

\l

"a,. PUAFOSE: The purpose of tha JPRC ia to éstahliah 8 caph-
bility within MACV Studies and Observatlions Group {MACSQG) for
personnel recovery operations subsequent to termination of search
and reascue (SAR) efforts.

Pp, RESPONSIBILITIES: MACSOQ will be responsible for cper-
ating the JPRC, for collating intelligence data perteining to
detalned/misslng personnel recovery planning, and for conducting
vperatlons relzbted Lo the recovery of US and allied personnel
detained by unfriendly forces within SEASIA.

"o, FUNCTIONS:

"(4} Performs liaison and coordinstion with US and allied
Departments and Agencles to'inSure maximum utilization of
avellable resources and to achleve minimum resetlon time for
launching recovery operations.

"{5) Menitors anad coordinates operations with agencies
external to MACS00 during sxecution of spproved plans.

"d, FORCES:

"(l) Primary forces for Tecovery operations will be those
aselgned to MACS0G; nowever, these forces will be augmented by
MACY component forces as required for specific operations,

"{2) If US forces, in addition to those currently under
MACV control, are required for recovery operatipng, they will be
requested from CINCPAC. If feagible, they will be placed under
operational control of MACSQ00 for the operations.

"{3) If cases arise in wnich the use of MACS0D or MACY
component forces are not advisable, the iise of indigenous forces
is indicated, and MACY 1is tasked to gecomplish the miselon,
MACS0@ weuld act as the coordinating authority for MACV. Advice
and assistance will be furnisned by MACSOG as reqguested and

appropriate,
: CFBS E:;CFAC msg, 270016Z April 1966

Tap

CRET F-5 Appendix F
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"e. RELATIONSHIPS:

(1) The JPRC will function as an element of MACSOG,
under the command and eontrol of COMUSHACV.

n(2) Aress of operation mnd appropriate coordinating
agencles are as follows:

"{g) South Vietpnam: coordination affected with USEMB,
Saigon .

"(b) Leos: Coordination affected with USEMB, Bangkok
and approved by USEMB, Vientisne and CINCPAC prior to initiation
of' operations. -

“(e) North Vietnam and Cambodia: Coordination with
USEMB, Bangkolt or USEMB, Saigon and approved by CINCPAC prior to
initiation of operations,

e "{d) Red China: Not envisaged at this state of develop-
ment. R

In providing CINCPAC with the above proposed TOR, COHqSHAGV noted
that as of 15 June 1966, a total of 315 personnel, predcminantly
US were either detsined or miszsing., COMUSHACY fupther indlicated
that the rising total from 22 in 1964 to 172 in 1965 and to the
mid-June 1966 figure of 315 peqéonnel 11lustrated the rapiﬁ

increase resylting from expanded US and allied operations.

) In September 1965, the Joint Chiefs of Staff approved

t following terms of reference mn proposed by CINCPAC and

concurred in by the American Embassies ln Bangkok, Vientiane and
Sgigon: #s
" ..Terms of Reflerence

"a, PURPOSE: The purpose of the JPRC l1s to eatablish & capa-
b1lity within COMUSMACV for pepsonnel recovery operstions
subsequent to termination of sesrech and rescue (SAR) effort.
COMUSHMACY 1= desipgnated the coordinating autharity for post-SAR
recovery matters ln South Vietnam, Horth Vlietnam, Lsos,
Cambodia and Thailand.

"b, FONCTIONAL RESPONSIBILITY: COMUSMACY will be responsible
for operation of the JPRC, which will perform the fellowing
Tunctionsa:

sg, 021235Z July 1966
2308Z sept 1966

EEREBERERERRBEREREEEEEEEEREIER © oo v ie wm -
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n(5) Coordinate and establish lisison with US and allled
departments and agenoles to inaure maximum utilization of
avallable respurces end to achieve minlmum reaction time for
launching recovery operations. .

t "(6) Monitor and coordinate operations with agencles
external to COMUSMACY during execution of approved plans,

"ea, FORCES: Primary forces for recovery operations will be
thoae sssigned to COMUSMACY.

"{1) I US forees in addition to thode curreatly under
COMUSMACY operational control are required for recdvery apera-
tions, supporting forces will be requested from CINCFAG.

CINCPAC will gpecify command and gontral arrangements at the time
arrangements at the time supporting forces are designated.

"(2) In esses where indigenous forces are utilized,
COMUSHACY wlll aet as the coordipating autherliiy and provide
advice and saslstance as requested and sppropriate,

"4, COMMAND HELATIONSHIPS:

"(1) The JPRC wlll functlon as en element under the command
and aperatlonal caontraol of GOMUSHMACY.

"(2) Areas of cperation and appropriate coordlnating
agencles are as follows:

"(a) South Vietnam: Recovery operations will be
coordinated with the American Embassy, Saigon prior to
initigtion,

“(b) Laos: Recovery operatlons wlll be coordinated
with the Amerlcan Embagsy, Saligon and American Euhagsy,
Vientlane and approved by CINCFAQ prior to initistion.

"(c) Thailand: Recovery operations entering Thai
airspace, staging from or through Thailand, or utilizing
Thailand based foroes will be coordinated with the American
Embassy, Bangkok prior to initiation. -

"{d) Morth Vietnam end Cambodia: Rec¢overy operations
¥Wlll be coordinated with the American Embassy Saigon and approved
by CINHCPAC prior to initiatlion. Coordination with American
Embassy Vientiane will be effected when overflight of Laos
if involved.

"(e) Communist China: Not envisioned at this time.Mt

CINCPAC, in providing authority and gufdance to COMUSHACY 4in estab-
llshing the JPRC, requested thelr plans for early activaticn of
.he center in accordance with the above TOR.*¥

C Msg, 1602322 Sept 1965‘

F-7 \ Appendix F
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D. 8) JPRC ACTIVATION ’

%;/j{fﬁzéke JPRC was established on a temporary besie within
MACSDG ,by COMUSMACY on 29 August 1966, and officlally activated
on 17 September 1966 upaon receipt of the suthorlty massage frono

CINCPAC, onn temporary additional
duty from the 13th Air Force, initially served as Chlef, JPRC.

Upon activetion, the following perscnnel were asslgned to the

-

-center:

Grade Title

06

Qah

04 erations & Plans Offlcer

5 e

E5 erk-lypls .

E3 01erk-Typist

2. ) Early in September 1966, the JPRC effectsd coordination

and ‘established a communications 1link with the Joint Search and
Rescue Center (JSARC) and the 7th Alr Force for the purpose of
having these activities forward io the JPRC all pertinent dska
on downed ailrcrewmen and results of SAR efforts. This data would
.en be closely menitored by the JPRC to determine i1f and when
MACSOG or other assets could be utllized in recovery aperations.
3. COMUSHACY determined, that,as m separate staff element
of MACSOG, the JPRC would be responsible

to insure complete utilization of all CINCPAC rescurces and capa-

billitles, Any initial conceptusl planning would be the responasi-
billty of the JPRC, and when MACSOG resources were utilized in
recovery operatlons, the gperational plannina'anh execution would

be the responsiblility of the HACSOG Stnrr Further, operational
control and executlon would be performed in t;é sagme manner as other
MACS0G operaticns. VWhen other than MACSOG resources were used to

effect recovery, operational control would be as prescribed by the

TOR.

JP _SECRET F-8 Appendix P
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‘1

¥ COHUSMACY msg to CINCPAC and other addressees, COMUSMACY
2102262 September 1966
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PART III. JPRC HISTORY - 1966

A ( JPRC ACTIVATION

. ( On 22 Septepmber 1966, COMUSMACY sent a meszage of
notfrication of zctivation of the JPRC to military and State
Department agencies operating within the CINCPAC area of
_responsibility. The moseage stated that the purpose of the JPRC
a3 to establieh a capability within MACV for persommel r;eovery
operations subsequent to termination af SAR effort. Further, it
would also serve as the coordination authority and foesl point for
all post-SAR recovery matters in South Vietnam, Horth Vietnam, Laca,
Cambodia and Thalland, COMUSMACV listed the following functions that

the JPRC would perform:

A ——————————

d. Prepare basic cperatlonal procedures mnd plans for the

recovery or Bsgilstance of detained US or allied personnel.

e, Coordinate end establish liaison with US and Allied depert-

ments and agencies to insure maximum utilizaticn of available
resources, and to achleve minimum reaction -time for launching
recovery opersations.

. Monitor and coordinate operations with agéncles external

to MACV during execution of approved plans.

2. COI'USMACY requested all message addressees tp forwzra LO

Headquarters, MACV, JPRC by the most expeditious methoac, and on a
~ontinuilng basis, all data pertaining to missing or detained

-rsonnel in Southeast Asia.t®

e

-'/L:Im'coz{usmcvfr-:su, 2700387 Sant 1966
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HET
a;,pqsi'ég;usuacv also advised the major military cozmands

1

( "mder MACV of the Betivation of the JPRC, and indicnted that the 2
\ /giciname BRIGHT LIGHT had been assigned for JPRC messaged. 3
For the JPRC to accomplish its purpose, COMUSMACV requested L]

the following dpta be passed to the JPRC by tha most expeditious 5

r means , 6
) a. Information cancerning missing and/or captuéad parsonnel., 7

) b. Alleged or confirmed locations of priscner of war (POW) 8

! camps or holding areas. 9
¢. Information which would indicate the policies of any 10

of' the hostlle forees toward the handling of Allled prisoners. 11
Subordinate commands were also apprised of means by whigh they could 12
communicate dlrectly wlth the center, and COMUSMACY direated that 13

no element of the command would initiate operations designed solely 14

or primarily for the release of eaptured personnel without coordinationl’

and appraval of the JPRC.*? A . 16

COMUSTIAGV Msr, 0612262 Oct 1966
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sg, 0111382 Hov 1966
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m: above E and E procedures for aircrews were epproved

for implementation effective on 1 October 1966, and CINCPAC re-
quested COMUSHMACY, CINCPACAF, and CINCPACFLT take expeditious

action to inform airerews of the proocedures.t

!

Ll |l L Lo i Lo | 1o
lm lu- la. lu lu IH lo e |2 J9 v Jon l& Jw (0o [

“
5 19

f Es CINCTAC Msg, 2803152 Sept 1966
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::P!'Si ippenaix V tc Annex M, 1966 MACY Command History dated
5 May 1967
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F. )} POLITICAI, RESTRICTIONS ON HECOVERY OFERATIONS
("‘ 1, sg;; A problem area vas noted by COMUSHACV, in November 1966,
+
relitive to the amount of coordination required when conducting cross-

border recovery operations. An example was given of an cperation
which involved an airman downed in Laos which required recovery teamns

(Y]] i~ 19 [1¥] X

ny

to be staged through an Air Bage located in Thailand, It was felt
that the time required to effect coordination with tHe Amerioan

Embassies in Salgon, Vientiane, and Bengkok, and aluo.ﬂINcPic in order :
to launch a cross-~border recovery seriously limited the the cép&bili:: z
of the JPRC to raspond promptly. It was further noted that the blanke: 22

authority granted by CINCPACto conduct operations for evading or Ly
escaped airmen in NVN without prior CINCFAC approval would help 12
slleviagte & aituation.* . 13

1=
1~

) The following specifio recovery operation 1s pited to

=
in

atrate the impediments to immediste reaction and restrictions in

[
th

the use of MACV pecovery assets ogeasioned by the system of coordingtiss

e
-3

requlred.

-

"z. On 23 September 1966, the JPRC wes advised that a beeper
signal was heard i1n the Laotian panhandle aren, Although velce
contact could not be established, instructions to turn off the
beeper were promptly complied with on two oceasions. The locesiszn

of the signzl correlated most elcaaly
-._> with a who went down in this genswra.

vieinicy on 12 September. On September, the JPRC requested =zo
ares be visually searched by low level, prap driven atreraft.

That night a strobe light was reported in the viecindty of the
previously reported beeper signal.

%b. The American Embassy, lLaos. was querlied En 24 Sep
concerning )

zed to conduct the Tecovery operation.

: I§S§ COMUSMACY Msg, 011138Z Nov 1966

TOPSECRET P-18 ) Annendiy P
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eagive delay, the

"d. agd A to the axs Hama."_:_
cgndigteddu pointed qut these wWekknasses in zre
planning and oonduct of the operstion: . .

%{1) A1l the tearm nembers Also, the sanw:

team made contsct with local villagers, and guesticned <hem
c:ncerning the downed airmen. This peena particulanly mouiae

for two rensons: . .

"(a) It alerted the locsl populace to the possibilssy
that a US airman might bhe dawn in the ared.

*(b) Irmnere Observing the team fron Rliina
.this set oo only reinforce any idea hs might have [

that rlendly forces. It ia entirals Fossible
that ght have seen the search tea&,’t:: g

8ucceasfully evaded it in the belief that it vas ezx=
of unfriendly forces. Posed
Al

"(2) The searcn team committed by the American Enbassy, oos
was not specifically trained in search/recovery operztizcza,

The team MACV haed in standby status had been specifically
trained to perform this function. The upshot was tha= g Ta

“(3) Wnile the loyalty of the search team used in this sper=zion
1a not being questicned, it meema unlikely that 1t cou~d be
as highly motivated &8s a team led by elite US personne. sgzrzhing
for a fellow countryman,

"(4) Pinally, the American Embassy, Laos, took cognizz=se 52
the fact that the pilot might be hiding and refusing to expcae
himaell until he saw an pceidental face. ©On 1 Qctober,
COMUSHMACY received a meassege from the Embassy suggeatizg tihet
B team lad by US personnel be dispatched fop & Tinal saz—si.
In 1light of the amount of time which had elspsed sinece axny

&

&

8lgnal had been received, plus the search metivitles stish ked * °

been conducted in the area, COMUSMACY felt it was higzly =nie
likely that the airman would atill be in this vicinity ==% she
team was not dispatched. .

"e. It may never be known cancluéivel-y whether _7::-
indeed any US airman, was in fact down at this ocation. =3 <ae
same token 4t will never he kn or not _the MACTT =ao

covery
it seeqls Rpparen The oes rces avaliable ST LEs

15-

Zsweaver,

in this operation. This 1a difricult to tountenance whers tne lives

of American airman might be at atake."¥

: IEgi hncsca Suoblemental Data Sheet, Sub): Politiecal Restricticrs
dated B October 1966

ToP

on Militgry Cross-Border Operations,

CRET . R=19 Appendix ¥



a. ¢ OPERATIONS , 1066 -
< 1. ) Upon sctivation in September 1966, the JPRC

irnmediately commenced recovery operations. Generally speaking,
these operations took one of two forms. One was the raid-type
operation ageinst knowh aor suspected enemy prisaoner af war (POW)
camps. The other type of operatlon conducted by the center
involved the search of an area where personnel who w@re evading,
* or Who had escapsd, wers ¥nown or strongly suapscted to be
hiding.t
2«

} In Ootober 18566, JCS stated a need for current and

ely E&E"End PW infofmation. CINCPAC, in turn, renuegted that
COMUSMACV prepare a weeklv messaze BRIGHT LIGHT report to eover
activities to that date.*® For the purposes cr'future-anéiisis, a

thronology of recovery operations and other related ineidents re- -
ported by the JFRC during 1966 folleowa., The information provided
is taken directly from the weekly, MACV BRIGHT LIGHT message reports

which were prepared by the JPRC, -~

- - - oy = -

a, Operat}ggae;él_ffptember-Sl Oetobér 19664

(1)_F1rst Recovery Uperation

(a) On 24 September, SAR notified the JPRC that US planes
had heard and fixed a beeper at:__Jon the morning of
23 September. ‘They advised that the area had been searched
with negative results and that they were suspending their
effaorta. JPRC, after evaluation and collation of all avail-
able data on alrerew members down in the vicinity, determined
beeper transmission could have been F-105 pilot, USAP

at a point approximately 45 nm north of reported besper fix.

f I?Ei Appendix V to Annex M, "1966 MACY Command History,"
/::/z;g%gfﬁpuay 1967 .

-

COMUSMACY Msg, 011138Z Nov 1966 _ .__
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{2) JPRC requested that & low-level visual recormalssance
be flown the night of 24 September. The missicn was flown
and a strobe observed for approximat‘ely four to five saeconds.

(3) A BRIGHT LIGHT team was immediately Blerted &nd
approval to launch the team raquested from CINCPAC, AMEMB
Vientiane gnd AMEMB Bangkok, as 1t was planned that the
team would be launched from Nahkon Phanom. Approval wae
received from CINCPAC and AMEMB Bangkok, but AMEMB
Vlentiane denied approval to launch team stating that they

had resources capable of performing cperatilon.

(3) AMENB Vientiane launched search team on 26 September.
Search continued until 3 October with negative results.
Operation terminated as of this dats, '

b. Second Recovery Operation
(1) On 29 September, an F=-4C was reported downed at

- One pllot was recovered by SAR and the other

pilot's parachute wWas in sight, but the pilot had not been
recovered. On 30 September, SAR notified the JPAC and
requested assistance.

{2} After securing necesgary approval, &8 BRIGHT LIGHT

team wa3s launched. The body of | NN

-]Has recoveraed at approximately 011635H October 1965.

The body was recovered at‘ which is in NVN rather

than at-]aa reported, which is in Laos.

(3) Pilot's death mpparently caused by fall af upproxi—
mately 100 feet when he released himself from parachute

harness during the night of 2% September. )

¢. Operation CANASTA 572

(1) At 220149Z Qctober 1966, a Navy A-—l :all sign,
CANASTA 572 was downed in the vicinity of-]
Voice contaet was made with the pilot and his exact loca-
tion determined, but rescue efforts on 13 and 1l October
vWere not successful due to the fact that some enemy were
in the area, and tao inability to get sling to pilat
through heavy foliage. JPRC was called for assistance

an 1l QCctober. '

4n +ha ama= e o dmabd VA kees b .1 _TM3 . 4. .=
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(2) A BRIGHT LIGHT team was readied snd launched that
evening. 1t mrrived on the carrier, INTREPID, at approxi-
mately midnight and was prepared to launch at Cirat 1{ght,

15 Octaber. Weather on 15 October was such that it was not

1
2
3
4
feasible to launch the operation. 5
{3) The team was helo-lifted to the area of the downed 6

airman and landed at & point approximately 800 meters from 7

= his last known location At 160930H Qct. Plan was to gWeep 8
toward pilot in skirmish formation. At a point approximately 9

100 meters from target, team encountered a large trail under 10
Jungle canopy. This trail was teken under surveillence. 11

After approrimately 15 minutes, en NVN wniformed patrol, 12
obviously engsged in mearch, approached the team to within i3

10 meters and the team leader thought they had been detected. 214

The patrol was engaged and all four membera were killed, As 15

team was compromised, team leader requested exfiltration. 16

(4) During exfiltration, one helicopter was hit by ground 17

fire and EVantually lost., Three team members {(one US, two 18

VH) ,were wounded when the helicopter was hit. Wounda were 19

not sericus, - . 20

(5) Electronic and visual search of the area was con- 21
tinued for aseveral dsys with negative.reaults. 22
d. Operation CRIMSON TIDE . 23

(1) On 30 August 1966, a 17 year old VC rallied to 24
Chieu Hol. 1Interrogation revepled that on 25 August 1966, é5
he had observed an American Negro priscner being held by 26
the V¢, He gave a detalled descriptioﬁ-of the lopesation of 27
the prison site. Aerial photography of the avea was 28
requested and flown, but yielded nething conclusive, The 23

ralller was reinterrogated on 28-29 September, and based on 30

infermation acquired in this interrogation, low-level N
photography was requested. AF combat cameraman, using 32
hand-held camera from 9-1 aircraft, cbtalned excellent 33
photographs. On 9 Detober 1966, the photos were flown to 34
2 EEﬁE?u&rnyu:- UN Y UCLULED 1¥0D, LOE PAULUS WEre [10WD TO -
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Can The and ghown to the rallier, who positively ifdentified
the prison area. The rallier agreed to & polygraph test,
which was administered op 11 October. Hesults of the test
indicated rallier probably wes telling the truth. Final
arrangements were made with the Senior Corps Advisor to
conduct & rpid. ,

{2) On 18 October, a company-sized recovery'rorcg was

heliborne to the prison site. Contact with the VC was made,

W o = e U o W A

but no US personnel were recovered. Interrogatlion of two

("]
o

VC selzed during the raid produced no information concerning
US prisoners, 11
(3) Inasmuch as scurce accompanied the raiding.force and 12

accurately pointed out fortifications and areas where bochy 13

traps were located, it appears he was telling the truth. 14
e. Cperation SWITCH-I . . 15

(1) on 12 October, JPRC received a spot report to the 16
effect thg? a Vietnamese woman had escaped from a VC prison 17
camp at aﬁprozimately 112300H October. She reported that 18
this camp contained elght Americans and 22 ARVN prisoners. 19
On 13 October, JPRC received TALK QUICK reguest from G-2, 20
I FFORCEV, requesting authority to launch a recaovery apera- 2l
tion utilizing a Speclal Forces B team and elements of the 22
lst Cavalry Division. Authority was granted and a member 23
of the JPRC was sent to Phu Cat to monitor the operation. 2k

(2) Upon arriving at Phu Cat, JPRC representative found 25
that information which lst Cavalry Division had concerning 26
camp was considerably different than that originally 27

recelved by JPRC. Deputy Division Commander. alse said that 28
JPRC~-trained forces should be used for tha operation rather 29

than 1st Cavalry forces. o

(3) JPRC 1s of the opinion that information presently 31
avallable 1s far too incomplete and contradictory to justify 32

' recovery operaticon., J-2 assistance in obtaining additional 33

information was requested. Information obtained indicates 3

TOP CRET P23 Ansamadt: ™
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that prisgners are not now at reported location, if indeed,
they ever were. It seems highly doubtful that this opere-

tion will materialize.

f. Operation SWAP

(1) On 13 October 1966, 0-2 III MAP advised that a
Catholic priest near Hue had been contacted by the VC
regarding possibility of exchanging two American prisocners
held by vhem for a VC Captain and & VC Lieutenant. JPRC
contacted AMEMB Saigon, and it was declded that it would
be desirable to secure V¢ officers for the exchange froo
prisoners recently captured by US forces &nd not yet turned
over to ARVN control. G-2 at I FFORCEV waa contactad snd
asked to screen prisoners from Operation IRVING r;r
poasible VC officers who could be used in the exchange.
They indicated shortly thereasfter %that two suen prosoners
had been located, and G=2 éII MAP was instructed to pioceed
with negotiations.

{2) When JPRC recelved detalls on prisoners selected by
I FFORCEY, they were found not to be suitable, After con-
sulting the AMEMB Saigon and MACV PM, 1t was decilded to
task J-2 with providing sppropriate Fnemy prisoners. They
currently are trying to locate same.

(3) The priest has been contacted and indicates he has
been in contact with the VC, who have elarified their
terms for the exchange. The priest says he would liie to
have the negotiations handled by the ICARC we word of bhis
particlpation has leaked and he leels ﬁla'lire might be
in danger. AMEMB Saig?n was contacted and advised that
ICRC participation was not posa;ble. 5;15 ;ord has been
passed ta the fleld. JPRC has advised intelligence
officers 1n the field to try to keep the negotistions open

until sultable prisoners for an exchange ¢an be located.

has arranged a meeting with the priest
for 31 Octover. Future of this operation is very much in
dount .
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[ eration RIP TIDE ,

(1) On 16 September, a Vietnamese source reported that
he knew the location of throe Amerié;n being held prisoper
on & sampen Just inside the Cambodian bordex. The squad
leader who 413 in charge of the prison guard 1s the sourcels
brother-in-lsw according to the source and i3 interestad in
defeating. Source stated he was willing to go baeck to
rrisen boat apd bring out further proof of the faet ££at
Americana are being held there.

{2) On 17 September, representative of JPRC met with
source, and gave source a letter to take to priscners and
a small camera with which to take prisoners! pictyrea.
Source departed for prison boat that day. During period
rollowing source's departure from ?aigan. the'area in which
the prison bost purportedly is locsated was heavily flooded
making travel in that region extremely ailfficult. )

{3) Aerial photography of the area deseribed by sourc-
was requeSted and has been flown. A boat whleh answers
description provided by source haa been located on photo-
graphs approximately one kilometer inside the Cambodian
border.

{4) On 12 October, source alleges he received camera
containing pletures of prisoners as well as letters from
prisoners from his brother-in-law, the VC squad leader in
charge of the prison guard. Source further allegea that
88 he was departing the area where these items were passed
to him, he was challenged by two VC who-héd Tollowed him.
They threw a grenade in his boat, which_nanfc_ flong with
camera and letters, according to source. Source was
vWounded in leg, but managed to escape and ultimately was

hospitalized at Csn Tho.

shortly after being discharged from the

(5) Source was contacted—ilz

hespital. He provided all information at hnis disposal

TOP BECRET F-28 Armanmas =

~

LSPpavas. AF Prevadeu all ANioImation av nis aisposal

- . WY I = R R T

NN NN RN RN N N el [* Y [ ]

31

33
34

[



TOP

T

concerning prison camp, but stated he did not feel he should
attempt contact with his bdrother-in-law again. He stated,
however, that perhaps contzet could be established with the
VO sguad leader through bis, the scurces, mother-in-lau.
He ;tamed VC squad leader was still interested in defecting.
(6) Another letter to the prisonerz has been prepared.
At the present time, BAn gttempt is being wmade 4o place this
letter in the hands of source's mother-ip-law. )
h. Operation PIRST LETTER
{1) On 26 October, JPRC was notified by CB IIT MAF that

aerlal photo taken on 25 October revealed an 'extended para-

chute with the-]nearby. Comparative photography

taken 13 October, revealed no evidence af either parachute
or letter. Pozitien of sighting was approximately one
kilometer north of the DMZ. .

(2) A BRIGHT LIOHT team;Haa alerted and SAR was msked
to perform visual reconnaissance of the area. Two SAR A-ls,
acoompanied by one BRIGHT LIGHT team member, performed
visual recohnalssance for .two hours. Negatlve sightinga
vere made: and the miaslon terminated vwhen one of the air-

craft received 15 hits from automatic wWeapons fire in the

search ares.

(3) Further efforts have been suspended pending additional

indications that airmen might be evading in the area. At
present time, this 1s considered unlikely. ‘
1. Operation SHARK

(1) At approximately 1B10H, 27 October, an F-105 went

down in the — A forward air controller

working in the agrea in conjunction with a SHINING BRASS

operation established voicecontact with the downed airman:
(2) A radlo message was sent to Dak To reguesting hell-
copter be sent for a recovery operation. Two UH-1B gun-
shlps and one armed hellcopter were dispatched.
(3} The pilot was,located when he fired three pen gun
flares. Utilizing his landing ‘ght, the unarmed UH~1B

i
plcked the pllot up at approximately 1900 hours.

flares. Utilizing his landing ‘ght, the unarmed UH~1B

L - I - Y. T -~ ST R U
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(R) The helos refurned and landed at Dak To. The
recovered pilot was then flown to Pleiku in an O-1E
elreraft,

(5) No contact with enemy forces wae made during the
recovery operation. The operatlion wee carried cut in
eoordinatien with the SAR misslon commander in the
Crown aireraft. d

4. «( Recovery Operations, 1-9 Nov 1966%

8. Operation SWITCH-I. Further efforts have been suspended

pending receipt of additlonal information eoncerming possible

a
-

location of US prisoners.
b. Operation SWAP

{1) On 31 October 1966, the Catholic priest was inter-
viewed. He was advised that his efforts uere.appreeiated
and he would be glven names of VC prisoners &3 soon ag they
could be obtzined. The priest stated he will continue to
try and do his best to obtgin the relemsse of the Americans.

{(2) It.ﬁppeara the channel for a possible exchange
remains open; however, it is doubtful that Frovince
Officials have authority to exchange prisoners, The J-2
da having difficulty locating suitable VC prisonsrs.

c. Operation RIP TIDE. A Vietnamese source departed
Sailgon in an attempt to give another letter to the mother-in-
law (ML) of the V¢ squad leader. Source reports ML is afpaild
to carry the letter to the wife of the VC, who lives in
Cambadla, Efforts now being made to have fife travel to SVN
to obtain letter and give it to her husband,.the VC squad
leader. It 1s not yet kngwn if the wife will agree to gilve
her husband the letter.

d. Operation PIRST LETTER. MNo additional evidenece has been

receilved to indicate that airmen may be evading in the area.
This operation was terminated.

e. Operation CANASTA 572. Operation CANASTA was terminated.

f;ﬁ"si:ccwusn'ncv Msg, 1011522 Nov 66
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f. Fourth Recovery Operation. On 8 Rovenmber, an gbservation

alrcraft was downed by hostile fire in SVN. Observer was
recovered by SAR. He reported FAC was dead. On 9 Rovember,
7th Alr Force requested an attempt be made to recover the body.
On that date, body was recovered by & SHINING BRASS racovery
team. ,

g. Operation DOUBLE TALK., Interrogation of a ;allier en

1 November indicated ncthing of JPRC interest; however,
reinterrogation on 7 November indicated alleged ourryent loca~
tion of several US prisonera. Observation flight on 9 Noveaber
did not confirm the suspected area. Attempt Hll& again be nade
on 10 November to locate the area. If this observation eonfirms
the rallier's data, JPRC will assume planning and coordination

action soonesi,

5. { ) Recovery Operations, 10-13 Mov 19664 .

a. Operation SNHAP B

(1) On 10 November 1966, the Hue —
— submitted the names of two VC

Prisoner: as possible candidates for the prisoner exchanse
being negotiated by the Catholic priest. Review of back=-
ground of these prisoners indicates they meet qualifications
as laid down by VC who have been in contact with priest.

(2) VC prisoners currently veing held by lst ARVH
Divizion who have agreed to hold them only until 17 Novezber.
{3) JERC adviszed Hue_to contact Cathelle
priest soonest and provide him names and background of VC

prisoners.

(4) Deputy Senior Adviser, I Corps was lostructed ta
contact lst ARVN Division and attempt to make arrangements
for them to retain prlsoners beyond 17 November date, if
exchange negotiatlions continue beyond that date,

b. Operation RIF TIDE. No new developments since last

report.

COMUSMACY Mao, 1509297 Nov 66
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¢. Operation DOUBLE TALK

{1) Rallier was reinterviewed on 12 November. & trained
phota interpreter was on hand to assist in pinpointing loca=-
tion of POY camps fyom aerial photos. Although results not
entirely conclusive, enough positive identification of land
marks obteined to look promiﬁ}ns.

(2) On 14 November, a request was made to Tgh Alr Forece
Tor both low-level aerial phatography with a hand held
camers &nd medium-level strip photography of guspected POW
camp area. Both of these mlasilons have been fragged and
will be flown as soon as weather permita. d

(3) Arrangements have been made to have rallier undergo
polygraph examination.
d. Operation LATE NIGHT

(1) On 10 Movember, JPRC notified by lat Bde 19lst_Abn

Div that three former VC prisoners had been recovered at

(2) Interrogation of one former detainee disclosed that
he had been held prisoner at a camp located two Lo BiX
kilometers southwest of the point where he was taken into
custody by US troops. He stated that the camp contained
115 t¢ 18Q priscners and wae guarded by 10 ta 30 VC. He
volunteered to lead US forces te the camp.

(3) 1st Bde requested permission to exploit this informa=-
tion and permission was granted verbally by TALK QUICE on
10 November and by message on 11 Novembfr.| Additionally,
JPRC provided information on all holdings concerning prison
canps in that vicinity. . ¢ - - |

{4) In view of large number af prisoners allegedly beling
held in this camp, it is thought hignly unlikely that
American POWs being detained there. If evidence of US
prisoners develops, however, have requested that JPRC be
notified sognest in order that representative mzy be sent

to observe ogperation.
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{5) No further word received from 1st Bde since
oh to explolt information granted.

Recovery Operations, 14-20 Nov 1966*

a. Operation SWAP

{1) This operation received & major astback when the
two VC prisoners eelected as candidates for the exchange,
escaped {rom 1st ARVN Division custody on the ﬁight nf
13 November.

’ {2) Messages were immediately dispatched to the G-2's
of I FFORCEY and the III MAF to be on the alert for VC
captives in their areas of operation who might be suitable
subjects for the proposed prisoner axch&nge. Thege ve
Prisoners, when and if located and identified, are to
remain in US costody throughout the period of negotiations.

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No new cdevelopments since last

report. A status repert from the person who acts as inter-

mediary betwean JPRC and the VG squad leader's wife is expected

>

EOCI.

¢. Operation DOUBLE TALK

{1) The rallier reporting the prison camp information
underwent a polygraph examinetion on_16 November. Paly-
graph results show no deception indicated.

(2) The gerial photography of the suspected prison campn
area which was Tequested on 140 November was not flown
during the reporting period due to persistent bad weather
in that area. The photo missions have been fragged, haowever,
and will be flown &t the first oppcrtunity:

d. Operation LATE NIGHT . o

— -

(1) On 15 November, the lst Bde, 10lst Abn Division
informed the JPRC that thelr forces had overrun a sizeable
deserted VG prison camp in the vicinlity al-] The
prison camp had been very hastlily abandoned as evidenced by
the fact that weapons, foodstuffs and medical supplies were
left bpenind by the Deeing VC, /

¥ HMessage, COMUSMACY to CINCPAC, COMUSMACV 230201%Z Nov 5675)

TOP_BECRET P-3n
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(2) llth;ugh this prison camp is located in the same 1
general vicinity as the camp Teported by the recently 2
liberated VG detainee, it iz not at the precise locstion 3
he provided and there 1s some doubt aa to whether this 4
ia the camp he deseribed. 5

(3) A message has been dispatched to CO of the 1st Bde, 6
1018t Abn Division requegting that they advise’JFRC if 7

- they foel this is camp desoribed by former Vﬁ.detninn;, er |
i they intend to continue thelr efforts to logate thip 9

eamp. 10

e. Operation CONMANDO 01 . n

12

(1) On 16 November, an AF AIG of the'l4th ACW, eall

sign COMMANDO 01, went down at— 134—

Three perscns were aboard the aircraft and al) exited the, 1k
aircraft successfully. ) v 5
(2) SAR efforts were 1n€%1ated irmedistely, and the 16
pilot and co-pilot were recovered. The crer chief, who 17
was the first man to leave the disabled aircraft, was not 18
foupd. The pilot stated that he had definitely seen the 19
erew chitf with a good chuts. 20
(3) JPRC was notified of above developments by SSARC. 22
Since crash/beilout area was very c.lt;ae to a 22
a3

24

appraised of the situation, and
asked to provide search recovery forces if deemed feasible. 25

(%) At 161710R Nov, — contacted

JPRC and advised that they considered & search feasible znd 31

were preé-positioning feorces for Anfiltration Ainto the zrea 32

on 17 November.
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(5) At sunsst on 16 Novemhex:, an Air American Dornier
made & loudspeaker flight over the area advising the downed
girmen to build a fire for recognifion purposes as & night
low-level recce would be flown that evening and that
indigenous recovery forces would be_ searching the area
beginning the following day. An A-26 sircraft performed the

’ low=level recoe gt 162010H with negative resulés. .

{6) On 17 November, a recovery team of 40 personnel wéa
infiltrated into the &rea utllizing HH-3C hellcoptera of
the 20th ACS and search operations began.

(7) On 18 November, the search force was aﬁgmented to &
Ltotal strength of 150 personnel. Search operations con-
tinued tlroughout the remeinder of the reporting period with
negative resulits. . '

7- ( Recove arations, 21-27 Nov 1966# )
8. Operation SWAP. No new.developments since last report.
b. ngrat%Pn RIP TIDE. No change

¢. Operation DOUBLE TALK. Bad weather continues to hamper

Picture taking efforts. A photographer is standing by and
pictures will be taken f{irst opportunity
d. Dperation LATE NIGHT -
(1) Cn 16 November, the 1st Bde, 10lst Abn Division

discovered an abandoned POW camp at-] There were

two slck peaple left st the site. They indicated that

other prisecners had been evacuated west on 15 November.

(2) T™his terminates Operation LATE NIGHT.

e. Operation COMMANDO 01

(1) Operation was tarminated 241800H Nov,
(2) The main body of troops which searched area where

-]parachute was belleved to have fallen found no

sign orﬁor his parachute. Villages in the area were
abandoned. The villagers found claimed to have no knowledge

ch Msg, 290830Z Mov &6 :
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{3) 1t ia felt th&t_uu eithar killed or
eaptured within 24 hours after bailout. The early dis-
chute indicates enemy presence,
The area wh 2 balieved to have fallen 1a
heavy jungle whers retrieving a chute would require an

appearsnos of

effort beyond the capabllity of ope mpan. ;
(8) During the eight-day pericd. 161105Y Nov to .
241800H Nov, a total of

f£lovn.

(5) Refugees, ralliers, prisoners and visitora.from
the Ban Fhone are& will be monitored in &n attempt to

gaipn information on-

Recovery Operations, 28 Hov-i Dec 1966%

a. Operation SWAP. No chdnge. .

b. Qperstion RIYP TIDE. NRo change.

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. Poor weather continues to

hamper photo efforts.

d. Operation LIGHTNING. On 3 December, 25th Inf Div

requested authority to condudt a search and destroy mimaion

on & VC element which may have one captured U3 sgldler,

Authority was granted.

e. Operation SCRAMBLE .

(1) A Delta Team, recon unit of 5th SF Qp, of two US

and four indigenous,

During an

h five crewmembers

attempted helo exfiltration,
was shot down. Last cantact with team was 0210408 Dec.

(2) Concurrence to leunch a persennel Tecovery operation

was received from CINCPAC, -

_ Bad weather prevented visual recce of recovery

ared.

t CV Msg, 0700342 Dec 66
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(3) A recovery temm is on alert and-will be lawunched,
il feasible, when weather permits. :
£. Operation ROWHOAT

{1) On 3 December, two strobe light sightings were

en 4 Decembar produced negative resulis.

(2) In anticipation of deploying & recovery tezm in a

rescue effort, permissicn was obtained to move the team to

W o ~ h v & W A

Nahkon Phanom and deploy through Lima Site 36 after sddi-
tional information 1s learned. No contact was estgblished 0
on § December. 11

g. Operation ALPHA OMEGA. A apot report was received which i2

initislly appeared to have some validity concerning location 13
of & captured US soldiler being detained by the ¥VC. After & 14
complets debriefing of the source on 4 December, it was deter- 15
mined he had only observed the' American when the VG were 16
passing thrcgsh the source's village. Source Was unable to 17
furnish additiconal information concerning the priscner's 18

current loc

Recovery Operationa, 5-11 Dec 19664 20

a. Operation SWAP. No Change. . 21
b. Operation RIP TIDE. HNo change. 22
c¢. Operation DOUBLE TALX. Photography was cobtained /,Jﬂl_._.?
1l December. Currently being read out, . 25
d, Operation LIOHTHING. 25th Inf Div lasunched an sir- 25
mobile attack in the vicinity where an allgged US prisoner 26
was being detained. There was nc evidence ta indicate any 27
prisoners had been in the -area although limited contact was 28
made with the enemy. Operation has terminated. 29
e. QOperation SCRAMBLE . 30
(1) On 5 December, two indigencus Delta Team members 31
were observed on the ground and picked up by hela. They 32
reported having last seen the two U3, vicinit- 33&-
on 2 December, Also, that onz indigenous was KIA and 34

other pelieved captured. 35
ST 56:::;;‘31\0‘2 Mag. 1402002 Dec &6 ——

— 7
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14.

{2) On 9‘December, a recovery team infiltrated into area
by hele with additional forees on 10 December. They found
the remaing of five persons who were downed in the helo
which was attempting to exfiltrate the Delta Team, 2 Dec.
The bodles had been burned, mutilated and heavlly booby
trapped.

{3) On 10 and 11 December, the recovery r;réea wars
exfiltrated by hela. . . )

I'. Operation ROWBOAT. Personnel recovery team was deployed
to Nahkon Phanom on 5 December. After negative strohe and day-
light visusl checks, operation was terminated on'§ December,
Peraonnel recovery team réturned to Xontum on 8 December.

Operation terminated.

} Recovery Operations, 12-18 Dec 19664

8. Operaticn SHAP. No change.
b. Operatlon RIP TIDE
(1) It hae been learned thet the ML was afreid tao crass

the border after observing the activity in that area. A

different approach is now being made.

(ﬂ‘he contact who was Anjured in previous attempt

to return the camera and letter, will be offered & large
inancial reward to assist in possibly securing the release

of the U5 personnel.

AT T Y. ST I R FTR ¢ JW)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

c. Operstion DQUBLE TALK. The photography made on 11 December 24

was of no value in pin-pointing the suspected US prisoner loca-
tlon. TIII MAP has been tesked to conduct ground recce to con-
firm or deny the suspected US prisoner locatibn.

d. Operation SCRAMBLE. On 14 December, an ARC LIGHT strike

* —

was made on the downed helo. Subséquently, a ﬁ;rnet Force,
approximately 35 personnel, inflltrated into the area by helo.
Two complete bodies and partial remains of an unknown number
of others were pecovered. All remains were exflltrated by the

Hornet Force on 14 December. Operation terminated.

Wv Mag, 2007152 Dec 66 -
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e. Operation RAGGED DAGGER 1

2

3

4

5

]

7

]

11, ¢15) Regovery Operations, 19~25 Dee 1966 9
a. Operstion SWAP. HNo change. 10

b. Operation RIP TIDE. No change. 11

c. Operation DOUBLE TALK. IT MAP has tasked the 34 Marine 12
Division to conduct the ground recce to confirm or deny the 13

suspected US prisoner lecation vicinityMSw. Pro~ 14

Jected launoh date is 26 Dee 66. Estimated durgtion of operationis

is three to five daya. A . 16
d. Operation COBRA TAIL 17
(1) On:éS December, msource was debrie}ed in detail 18
utilizing oblique photos. Several discrepancles were 19

eliminated from info contained in initial debriefing. These 20
Here probably due to the language barrier dirficulties. 21

(2) On 25 December, AMEMB, Salgon concurred in 2 personnel 22
recovery operation 23

(3) On 25 Decembar, source was debriered-uains vertical 24
photography flown on 24 December, This debriefing revealed 25
the following significant factora: . 26

(a) The camp location wes re-established and is now 27

thought to be at a point 30 meters inside Cambodian 28
borderm : 29
{b defenses were obtained in detail, 30

(¢) A VG force of, from 200-300 is located approxi- kAl

pately three kilometers Horth of the camp. 32
{d) Source sketched the layout of the camp and 33

proaches to it. 34

P CV Msg, 2707112 Dec 66 3
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(&) Sourée will be returned to his home on 27 Dacember,
which was date initially azgreed upon with source. Pro-
visions for re-contact have been made should this become
necessgry.

&5) Upon receipt of proper authority, all available
data an the prison camp will be paaéed to the appropriate

Army commender along with the recommendation that a raid

- on the prison camp be undertaken.

*12.

W o - AU W N

Recovery Operations, 26 Dec 1966 = 1 Jan 19671
4. Operation SWAP. Instructions have been prepared fox
dispateh to the Catholic priest at Hue, He is being requested 11

o
[=]

to re-contact the VC and determine ir captured VC from reglons 12

other than T CTZ would be acceptable in the prisoner exchange. 13

Captured VC of the desired rank have not become available in 14
I cTZ. 5
b. Operation RIP TIDE. Na.bhange. B 16
¢. Operation DOUSLE TALK. A representative from JPRC was 17
aent to Danarg on 26 December to monitor the ground recce to 18

be conducted by III MAF. Adverse wegther prevented conduct aof s

the coperatlon the entire week, and the JPRC representative 20

returned to Salgon on 31 December. The 34 Marine Division is 21

holding the recce force in ready status and will launch the 22
operation as soon as weather permits. 23
d. Operation COBRA TAIL. Operaticn was condueted on 24

30 December with negative prisoner personnel recovered.l 25
26

Detalled final report on operation forwarded earlier in

COMUSMACY Msg 3011502 Dec 66 (T8¥ Operation has terminated. 21

e. Operation HOT SNAP. On 28-29-30 December 1966, reports 28
were received from three separate source: concerning six US as

POW's being held by an NVA Bn in the 1st Air Cavalry Division 30
area of operations. These prisoners believed to have been 31

taken when lst Cav Artillery emplacement overrun on 27 December. 39

OMUSMACY Msg, 0309202 Jan 67

TQOP SECRET F-37 | Appendix P
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d

On 31 December lst Cav requested JPRC permission to conduct
personnel recovery operation based on above information.
Permigaion waa granted and a repressntative of JPRC was dis-
patched to monitor operation on same date. Operation con-
ducted on 2 January 1987 with negative personnel recovered.
Detalls of coperation not available present time. 'Hill be
Ancluded 1in next week's report. ‘ -

L. Operation OREEN PATCH. On 31 December JPRC recesved

msg from 67 Recon Tech Sq, Yakota, Japan, stating that rezdcut
of photography from TROJAN HORSE mission Ilewn on 25 Dacember

revealed possivie [ |
very hear designated pick=-up point 1n_] Reece

pilots reported that code letter appeared to be hatural
phenomenon consisting eof a diteh and stones. Photo recee has
been ordered and will be carfully studied to determine whether

letter 1s natural or man-made.‘

b ]
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H. JPRC EVALUATION, 1966

1. ring the pericd 1-13 Hovember 1956,-

a member of the Spacial Operatlons Division,

Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency and Speclal Aqtivities,
Joint ‘Chiefs of Staff, made &n inspection trip to Vietnam. One
ol the purposes el the inspection was 'to assess the operational
status of the JPRC. Poallowing the trip, in & Memorandum for the
Record, he made the following observationa cnncérnine_the status
ol the JPRC: ’

&. The JPRC was operating as a major c¢omponent of MACS0G,
and reporting to COMUSMACY through MACSOG. The Center was
locatad in MACSOG Headquerters in Salgon, end thg.organiza-
tional location of the Center seemed to be both lbsical and
erfficient since much —HEB derived
from MACSOQ reaodin;s, and the bulk of the opsratiocnal

foroes which were bheing used to a58iBT in personnel recovery
. .

were assigned to MACSQG.

b, ThesCenter was serving as the primary fotal point for

In tuprn, MACSOC

recomeended action by exant MACSOG rescurces to COMUSMACY.
No target had been found against which resources outside of

MACSOG were required. If such a target developed 1n-the

future, COMUSMACY could directly assess deployed US units
with the misslon, under such command anf contfol arrangements
88 were deemed appropriate.

¢. It 1is 1mperat1ve‘that reaction time be held to the
absolute minimum 1if succesaful recovery operatlons invelving

escape or evading personnel are to be conducted. When

TOP _SECRET P=39 . Appendix F

g m——— =

e EEERRERERBEEEREBEIREEEBIBEIL© i~ ivisjovme



recovery operations are mere extensions of SAR efforts, it
would appesr the the JPRC (COMUSMACV) should bave ths authority
to conduct recovery operations withcu! prior approval from the
various Embassles. The regional approach, invelving timely
coord-ina.tion. is not acceptszble for operations designed to

recover the evadee or escepse. ?

ey

¢

cord dated 18 Nov 1966 . — -, -

/wa Colonel W. A. MeClean, USA, SACSA Memorandum for the.
e

TOP-SECRET P-40 Appendix F
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PART IV. JPRC HISTORY - 1967

A, JPRC QRGANIZATION

At the end of 1967, there were five officera and five
enlisted men essigned the JPRC. The addition of two officers and
tWo enlisted men during 1967 reflected the increased data
: gollection and cperational workload placed on the ce?te:-. The

JTD, at that time, was as follows: ) -

TITLE SERVICE GHADE
Chier AF 06
. Opns & Plans A a4
AR of
i N oy
e’ A . o4
pns A ESB .
Intel Analyst A Eb .
Chief Clerk N ES®

EVASION AND ESCAPE PROGHAM

T Appeadix V to Annex G, USMACV Command History, 1967.
‘;:’Lyj,ﬂﬁﬁgSMhCV Msg, 1io02h72 Jag 1967
JFRC 1tr of 20 January 1967 to CQ, 1st Plt Det, Nha Tr ;
subjf: Survival Kits. ) ' anki

.JP CRET F=k1 Appendix ¥
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fg/jéﬂgfgzrvival School Training. Representatives of the Tth
(”"“Air orce, Directorate of Operations Services (D00S) coordinated

with the JPRC, in 1967, on a study then being conducted to

updete training material on Eif procedurss at USAF aurvival achools.
AB a result of this coordination, the JPRC provided

DOOS, with material on JPRC doctrine and techniques to be uaed to

update instrTpetion at survival schools.? /

W o - ohn e ow

ppendix ¥ oto Annex G, MACY 1967 Command History.
[ ) COMUSPACY Msg, 2310102 Itay 1947,
#%% () Appendix V to Annex G, COMUSMACYV 1967 Command Higtory.

10P_SECRET . F-h2 Appendix F
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5. (P5 Alrcrew Eriefings, Aa a continulng polley in 1967,
JPR repreaentatives presented 26 briefings on the JPRC mission,
organization and personnel recovery capablilitiea to giverews and

. EBE personnel attached to the 7th Alr Force, Tth Fleet, smd Army

aviation groups operating in SEASIA.®

1. Acting on & proposal submitted ty the JPRC, CINCPAC in

Apr{l 1967 recormended that the Joint Chiefs of Staff approve &
Reward Meney Program for the recovery and return of missing US
personnel in Laos and NVN. It was envisicned that the Hew;rd
Money Program would supplement the current Blood Chit Program then
in effect in SEASIA. (The Blood Chit 4s a small'eloth chart
depicting an American flag ahd & Statement printed in several-
languages to the effect that ;nyone asststlnshkhe.%earer to‘aarety
will be rewarded,)
N

LIS Pendix V to Annex G, COMUSMACY 1967 Command History.

f::jfﬁg;gg;usm§cv I'sg , 2110502 Feb 1967.
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.

_ 2. Easentially, the Reward Program offered immedinte
(/ “mone ary rewards to gny person in Lacs or NVN who, in any wey,
helpad US airmeyn or other qianing personnel, This help would
range from actually returning US eirmen to frlendly control, to
providing information or ather evidence which would reveal the
ftatus or dispogition of US missing perscns., The an?unt of
J
money to be offered would be determined by the JPRC after
'reviewing the facta concerning each recovery but would be limited
to a maximum of $2,000 to be paid to Laotians and a maximum of
$5,000 to be paid to Vietnamese, Proposed reward scales fer Laos/
NVR were: ) .
A. $2,000/5,000 for returning a US missing person.to friendly
eontrol. .
b, $250/$500 for previding information leading to the recovery
of mlssing US personnel by friendly forces. -
¢. $200/4%00 for Teturning & deceased US missing person to
friendly conﬁyol.
v d. 3160/3550 for providing information which would lesd to
the recovery af a decensed Us'misains persan.
e. $100/150 for providing information, or returning

equipment, which revemled the disposition or status of miasing

U8 personpel.
3:/L4f§/;§ envisioned by CINCPAC, the program would be widely

publlcized by the use of leaflets and radio broadeasts from tha
Volce of Freedom and the Volce of America. The peychological

objectives of this program were to induce the inhabitants in various

26

areas of Laos and NVN to support the program by helping downed airmen 27

and missipg persons to return to friendly consral,.and to furﬁish
information and to return equipment or other evidence revealing
the status of U3 missing persons and which led to their recovery
by friendly farces,*

Zjﬁ’;‘czz:uc:_uc'nsg, 2523307 Apr 1567.
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b, The Joint Chiefs of Staff, upon spproving the program
in June 15967, further approved a recommendaticn that it

include Cambg 88 well as Laos snd NVN.®
5. MACV-PD and JUSPAA developed leeflets to disseminate

inrormatién on the reward program, and in July and August
36 milldon of these leaflets were dropped from alrcraft in NVN

and 3.5 million were draopped in Laoa. In Qctober, an additional

- two million revised leaflete were Aropped in NVN.#% Ip

December, the Royal Laotian Qovernment denied the Untiled States
permission to use A& Laotian language reward leaflet. The reason
Eiven for the deniAl was that such a leaflet would mekmowledge

U5 presence in Laos which might be exploited by the opposition and

produce "psychologlcal shock” among Lao traops who would compare

D D A th U1 2 o N

s BB

13

rewards for Americans with efforts expended for thelr own recovery.¥#Hl

At the end of 1967, two other lsaflet programs were under develop-
ment; one for the Vietnameae—Camépdian border, and cne for ;elected
argss in SVN. Teb 3 13 an English Version of leaflet prepared
for SWH.
6. ) Rewards vere paid to the following individuals in

-~

1967 in accordance with the provisicns of the Reward Program:
&. TWo Montagnard villagers near Pleiku for assisting
in returning to US control

15
b1
17
14
19
20
21

22 &

e€r ne survive e crasn of &an OH-23 helicopter on 8 September, 23

b. A Chieu Hoi,_a former VG interrogator,

was rewarded for identifying

priscners of the VC.
¢. A revard was pald to four Vietnamese fishermen who‘ -

recovered and returned to bs coentrel the b;Ey ;} A member of

the 199th Light Infantry Brigade whe had drowned during a combat

operatlon.

: [8:5) Fsp, 021552Z Jun 1967.
:/,451)’Apbendix V to Annex 6, 1967 COMUSMACV Command History.
C

. OMUSHACY Msg, 1213002 Dec 1967.
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d, In Decemger. Montagnards near Pleiku were rewardsd for
- returning the body of & 4th Infantry Division soldler who
had been killed in action.®
B, { FULTON RECOVERY SYSTEM
1, y In February 1967, the JPRC conducted eaxercises employing
the Fulton Reoovery System {SEYHOOK) in order to determine if this
retrieval system would give the Center o capability of recovering
-personnel in denied areas in which recoverles had not previausly
been attempted. -
Encouraged by the demonatrated capabllities of the

System, the Center inltiated a briefing program on the use of
the SKYHOQK to airerews in SEASIA, At the same time, Fulton
Recovery Klts were prepositioned for subsequent deldvery by high
performance aircraft to downed aircrews.tt )

3. In &n attewpt to recover two crewmen who were shot
down 30 miles southwest of Hanoi,‘NVN, a Fulton Recovery Rit
was dropped to these pilets on 21 May 1967 during recovery copera-

- tion GAMBLER., Although the kit landed with 100 yards of ™
me af the pllots, it was recovered by North Vlietnamese, gnd
the Pulten Recovery operation was ahorted.

L, } A3 a consequence of Opsration GAMBLER and other
operations, the following appralsal was made of the SKYROOK
recovery concept’

"The FPulton Recovery System has proven to be of doubtful
use in the recovery of aircrews downed in hostile environ-
ments. If SAR forces are unable to recover downed girmen
due to the presence of hostile troopa, sutomatic Weapons,
antiaircrart artlllery, etc., it is extremely unlikely that
the use of the Fulton System wlll succeed where they have
falled, The drop of a Fulton kit to a downed alrecrew may
give away their position, and the amount of time requirsd
to retrieve and activate the kit gives hostlile forces ample

time to locate and capture' the aircrew, or-prepare an
ambush for the alrcralt making the pick-up."?if

*:,PTS ppendix V to Annex G, 1967 COMUSMACY Command History.
ACY Msg, 1410262 HNar 1967.
L] Appendix V to Annex G, 1967 COMUSMACY Command History.
TOP ET F=lg5 - Appendix F
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E. (wgf RECOVERY PROCEDURES IH LAOS 1
=« < 1. {x§ A Joint Memorandum of Agreement (see Tsb ) was 2
initiated by the American Embassy, Vientiane gnd eoncwrred in 3

- by the JPRC and the 7th Air Force in August 1967. The Agreement 4
set forth procedures to be followed and tasks to be accomplished 5
ralative to the post-3AR recovery procedurea for sirvmen ]
downed in Laga.? < / ' 7

} 2, Procedures and tasks that were set forth in the ) 8
Agréement are summarized below: ‘ ‘9

3 &, Procedures 10
(2} In normal circumstances, SAR missiona in Laos 1

are sccomplished by the air rescue resources of the 7th 12

and 13th Alr Porces based in Thailand end deployed in 13

forward arsas of Leos. : 14

{2) CQccasionally, when special eircumstances werrant, 15

rescue 18 efrectad under— 15
-w.‘l.th air support assets either from Thailand 17

or from Laos, ) 18

(3) It 4a only when the above rescurces ere uneble to 19

accomplish a resacue that the JPRC ia brought into aation. 20

. 21
22

23

25

25

26

27

28

29

30

n

32

CONyUSHACY Msg, 1422062 Aug 1967,
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Iyﬁ)/o;ﬁy.nmzsl 1967 .

j;,4ﬂﬁj’hecovery operations engaged in pﬁ the JPRC during 1667
were predominantly the prisoner of war (POW) type within SVR. Of

-

the 19 of this type in 1967, 12 PQW recovery operations did not ,
progress beyond the planning stages due to insufficlent intelligence
or information on POW camps that proved to be false upon detailed

4
*

analysisa,
- 2. In the 1967 Command History, COMUSMACV outlined the

W o =1 &N N = o N

prodlem areas Anvolved in POW recovery operations ss follows:

-
o

"a, To date, the greatest problem has been in obtziming
sufficlent accurate data with which to plan and initiate
PW recovery operations. This problem iz a2 result of the
following Yactors: .

"(1) VC security of PW camps is excellént; they are
usually located in ipacceseible aress Wbich are under
VG control. ) .

"(2) U.S. PWa are segregated from other PHe and are
usually kept in small groups of no more than five men.

"(3) U.8. PUs are frequently moved, apparently B8 &
matter ¢f routine.

- "(4) Indications are that a number of U.S. PWs have
been taken to Cambodia where information collectlons
13 difficult.

"b. In an attempt to¢ solve these problems, JPRC has taken
the following steps:

(1) Contact has been made with the Provincisl Recon-
nalagance Unit (PRU), Saigon. The PRU employ amall
indigenous reconnaissance teams under U.S. leedership
that have the capabllity to operate in YC controlled
areas, not normally mccessible to U.S5. personnel ox
indigenolts sources employed by the U.8. intelligence
community. At the end of 1967 the PRU were involved
in two potential recovery operations. -

"(2) JPRC has

In addltilon, newly
darrivea lnvelligence personnel now receive a JPRC
briefing at an corlentation course sponsorea by the
525th MI Group."

TOP_SECRET ' F-48 Appendix F
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3. ) Following is & chronology of recovery cperations
'eonducted and other related activities during 1967. The informa-
tion is taken directly from the weekly MACV BRIGHT LIGHT reports
which were praepared by the JPRC. In certain instances,
gperations which Were initiated in 1966 are continued in this
chranology.
) a. Operations, 2-8 Jan 67% .

{1) Operation SWAP. Mo change.
(2) Operation RIP TIDE

{a) On & Jan.‘wife of the Vietnamese

who was injJured while previously atteopting to confirm
the US Pis presence traveled to Saigon. She advised
tnatffiff tne £vera on the prison vost, nag stolen
several weapons and when this was discovered, he fled
to another area in Cambodia. 'haa kept Ain contact
with the camp alituation-‘through cutauta and has learned
his augcesaor,_jwho is a good friend, would like %o

rally to SVN. 1s willling, within reason, to aid 1n
reancing the U3 peraonn'el. ”beneveanwﬂl
cooperate,

{b) The previous letter has been rendered unusable
by continuous handling. A new letter was glven to-
whe will give the letter to her husband who will
give 1t to- She departed Sgigon gn 7 Jan.
{3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. HNo change. Weather con-

tinues to hold up ground recce of suspected PW camp.

(4) Operation GREEN PATCH. Low level recce was flown

and pilots reported that what appeared .as a.code lettez: in
aerial photos locked like & natural formation consisting
of a ditch and rocks. Additional photography has been
requested, but has not been flown due to adverse weather

conditions.

ST COMUSMACY Mag, 136/110247Z Jan 67
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(5) Operation HOT SNAP. On 2 Jan, lst Air Cav Div

launched a prisoner recovery operation vicinlty
Light VC contact was made, but no evldence was found which
Would suggest the presence of US Pis either then or in the
recent past. Revised {igure of US perscnnel captured on
27 Dec is one. The other five persona previously reporsed
missing have been accounted for. A JPRC repreéentati_ve
W&S on hand to monitor the entire operation which hes
terminated.

b. Recovery Operations, 9-15 Jen 19670

(1) Operation 3WAP. No change.

(2) Operation RIP TIDE. No change. -

(3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. At 131025H Jan 67, patrel 3A1
wWas inserted in vieinity of coordinates‘a.ud estab-

lished a radio relay station. At 131700H patrel 3F was

inserted 1n vieinity of cnordinates-land moved to

vieinity _Hhere they established & night position.

At 14093GH, patrol 3F commenced moving east from night
poeltion &nd establlshed an operation vicinity

At 141220H, patrol 3F sighted four priscners with full packs

and cne guard moving south. THey returned heading north at
14512508 with empty packa. No Americans have been sighted.
Surveillance and reconnalssanece will continue.

(4) Operation GREEN PATCH. Adverse weather conditions

continue +to hamper photo mission. Photos will be taken

83 Boon &3 veather improves.

c. Recovery Operations, 16-22 Jan 1967#%

(1) Operation SWAP. , No change.

— - -

(2) Qperation HIP TIDE. Mo change.

(3) Operation DOUBLE TALK. Marine patrol 3F was led to

the POW camp by the source, on 16 Jan. The camp

consisted of three huts, one on west side

OI{USMACY Msg, 238/1707402 Jan 67
)} COMUSMACY Msg, 335/2407202 Jan 67
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of trail and two on east as previcusly deseribed by Lap.
The huts were partially destrgyed and the cap had not been
used for at least one month. positively identified

the camp. The patrol became engaged in firefight whilé

trylng to take pictures of the camp and were forced to

leave the mrea. Patrol was extracted by holst through

heavy oancpy of virgin forest viecinity at
1615154 Jan 67. Helos and men under sparadic small arms
Iire during extraction. Patrol killed two VC during the
operation and captured cne rifle. The patral suffered
no casualties., Communts of team :I.ndicate.performed
in excellent manner. He has been paid h total of.VN

$15,000 and has been returned to & Chieu Hol Center.

This operation is terminated.

(5} Operation MONGRAL AJR. On 20 Jan, JPRC received

notification from 13th Reece Tech that

has been preadout on phetography flown 19 July. Location

is Immediate visual recce was

ordered and flown on 20 Jan. Recce pilots report letter
peems to be formed of foliage which is eith;r growing or
very recehtly cut., Pllots also report letter abpeara to
be man-made. A survival kit containin;_food, water, &
radio and flares was prepared by 7th AP aﬂa flown to Udorn
on 20 Jan, On 21 Jan, JPRC notified that JLG had reported
that letter was there when their forces were pushed out of
the area, some time ago. Additionally, debrief of pilots
#ho flew visual recce revealed that letter constructed of
growing elephant grass. Qperation terminated on receips

of this information and interested agencies notified.
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d. Recovery Operations, 23-29 Jan 19579

{1) Operaticn SWAP. Ho change.
(2) oparation RIP TIDE. No change.

(3) Operation CANOPY SHADER. ‘Haa gightec

from & photoe readout by the 432 RTS, Uderm, 25 Jan, vie

- NVN. 7th AP S0Q was tasked 26 Jan for visual

recce and additional photo recce of =ightings. A SEINIRG

BRASS team was alerted 26 Jsn for possible infiltraticr into
area of sighting. MNecesmary coordination made with AQEHE,
Sajgon, Vientiazne, Bangkok to preposition team at NHahkon
Phanom and stage through LIMA SITE 36. Hegative results
from photo and visual recce. HMiaslon was refraged 28 Jan
and readout of photeos indicated object sighted was natural
growth. Operation terminated 28 Jan.

(L) Operation TEAMSTER. sighted

2706182 ° _ Fire sighted in vie

code letter. FL, Udern, Thel, alerted. JIL4 indicated tnsy

had asseta in close proximity of asighting that could be used
Af photo/visual recce positive. Photo Tecce flown on 28 Jan
produced negative results, Aircrews flying Neil aircraft
made viaual recee into target area on 28 Jan. They recelved
ground fire and repeorted no sighting of code letter., Code
ietter apparently removed and enemy in area. Speculate tnat
evadees captured. Operation terminated 29 Jan 67.

¢. Recovery Operstions, 30 Jan—~S Feb 1967%*

(1) Operation SHAP. Thia operation remains At a stand-
still due to lack of suitable VG prisoners for possible
exchange. The Senlor Advisor to the lat ARVH Infantry '
Division 1s of the opinion that this unit is perhaps not
cooperating fully in the attempt to secure the VC prisoners.
He reasons that this attitude may stem from the fact that

certain 13t ARVN Divisicon Officers may be resentful of the

CONUSNACY Nsg, 476/3107312 Jan 67
) COMUSMACYV Msg, 587/071039Z Feb 67
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fact that their counsel and gid were not solicited at the
outset of this operation and that, in fact, 2ll planning

vas taking place without their lnowledge.

He is of the

further opinion, however, that diaclosure of sufficient

information to secure ARVN support would very probably

result in a compromise of the Cathollc priest geting as

!
the go-between in these negotiations and place his 1life

in Jjeopardy. In light of this, the Senior Adviscr ’

recommends that disclosure of information concernin= the

operation be withheld from lst ARVN Division officials

un%il such time as sultable VO prisoners become avallable.

JPRC concurs in this recommendation.

In view of the

virtual impasse outlined above Bnd the length of time which

has Elapﬂed aince this coperation began, JPRC sges little

chance for suegess of this cperation.

{2) Operation RIP TIDE. ' No word has been received from

Kgia, the original source ¢of the information conoerning

this POW cemp, or his wife, who deperted Saigon on 7 Jan

with the letter to the US FOWs,

to report on this aperation.

(3) Operation SYCAMORE, Two separate intelligence reports

dated 7 Jan 67 and 19 Jan 67 indicated the presence of a POW

camp in the vicinity of

POHWs are allegedly being held in this camp.

There is no further progress

Either two or three US

Aerial photog-

raphy was flown on 29 Jan, but was not useful due Lo cloud

cover of target srea. The mission was reflown on 2 Feb.

Pnoto interpreter readout of thils photography reveals a

gtrong possibility of the fact that a camp af some sort‘had

indeed exlsted at this locale, but that it has recently been

abandoned. On 5 Feb, an intelligence report dated 2 Feb was

Aerial photography of this new

recelved which indicated that the camp at

moved to‘on 28 Jan.

location is on order. 1f the photography reveals a possible

prison camp at the reported location, one of %two courses of

CRET ' F-51
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action will be taken: {a) If the photggraphy readout ?evenla
8 strong probablility that a camp exifts 8t this location, a
recomzendation $o lsunch an operation will be submitted;

{b) i1f the photography is inconolusive, an attempt will be
made to infiitrate an agent into the area to obtain more
definite information. Both sites mentioned are very near the
Cambodian border. - ¢

f. Recovery Opsrations, €-12 Feb 1967+ . .

{1) Operstion SWAFP No change.

(2) Cperation RIP TIDE. -]the orisix:ml source is
having trouble with his leg and requested permission to turn
the letter over to a rriend,m for an attempted
delivery to the US POWs. Pe 3 granted,

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Additional aerial‘phntography
has been reguested. Photography mentionsd in 1rst report

was flown end readout revefls very promising srep st extreme

edge of strip covered which is seversl hundred meters west

of location provided by source. Locatlion af what appears to
be POW camp 15“ This ls approximately 150 meters
into RVN from Cambodian border.

(4) Operation TOMAHAWK .
{a} An O-1 was downed 061200R Peb vicinity-

downed airman; however, voice conpact was terminated

Covering aireraft had good volee contaet with

when airman sdvised he had to evade hostiles. Later
volce contact was reestablished and SAR helc effected
pick-up of downed alrman and was um;ed:la'cely taken under
intense ground fire, It exploded and craghed into karst

at_ One PJ was thrown c¢lear by the
blaat and was able to deploy him chute. A mecond JOLLY

OREEN picked up the PJ. There was no evidence of other

survivors.

5) COMUSPACY Msg, 637/1411002 Peb 67

.CRET ©  F-5] Appendix P
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Bacause of this plus

s
extremely small likelihood of crash swrvivors request
for mearch withdrawn. Operation wae terminpated.”

‘ (5) Operation CANHONBALL .

. (2) At 1222208 JPRC was notifiad :ma-
-
mp— =5

(b)

Low level
visual raoce wad regueated for first light en 13 Feb.
Concurrently 7/13 was prepared to drop one of the pre-
positis;ed JPRC survival bundles.

(c) Visunl recce at 200 feet reveals letter was
formed by flare chute canopies and thare was no evidence
to indicate the the chute had been prepositioned by an
avadees, The area did not appear to be oecupied and ne
emergency signals were observed. Operation wae terminated,

g+« Recovery Operations, 13-19 Feph 19678 .

{1} Operation SWAP, No change.

{2) Operation RIF TIDE. -,]the original source,

returned to 135th MI Grp, Can Tho, on 17 Peb. He had with

hin an untrenslated letter and 4 map of_the suspected POW
compound. These documents were dispatched to JPRC arriving
18 Feb. Documents given to QP-34 for translation,

(3) Qperation SYCAMORE. On 14 Peb, Chief, JPRC, briefed

MAC COC onoperation and requested autherity to contract

IIFFORCEV for planning purposes. JPRC representatives

‘;ﬂ‘é—ﬂy ACV Msp, 787/2108202 Feb 67
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briefed G-3, IIFFORCEV on 15 Peb and were directed to contact
25th Infantry Division. Approximately 1700, 15 Feb intelli-
gencoe wWas reseived by JPRC wnlch indicated the POW camp was
not in the area it was originally thought to be, but in
Cambodia. Aerial photography flown on 13 Peb verified a lack
of populace agnd livabie huts in area of interest but did
indicate people that farm area live in a villa%e Just_across
- the Cambodian border. Further information revealed that a
friendly operation was scheduled to take place in the area on
19 and 20 Peb. PFFVII and 25th Infantry Division were noti-
fied that the operaticn was temporarily suspended. Qperation
will be suspended until further intselligence reports pinpoint
the loc¢ation of the FOWs.
{4) Operation ANGLER. On 9 Feb, JERC received & Spot
Report on the location of & VC POW camp 1n vicinity of
Two US prisoners are allegedly being held-in the
gamp. Aerlal photography of the terget & €B wae received on
10 Feb, aﬂh passed to the 149th MI Group, the originators of
the Spot Report, for attempted annotation by the source af
information. The 149th MI QGroup Special Agent returned to
Salgen on 19 Feb with detained annotaticn of the a rial
photography. The source e¢laims to have seen the US POMs as
recently as 5 Peb, and enjoys a reliabllity rating of C. Tne
information obtatned has been rated 2. It ;hould be_nated
that these are field ratings, not official J-2 ratings.

(5) Operation WIGWAM. Sighting of approximately 200
US/ARVN prisoners was made in the vicin.icy. or_un
12 Feb., This sighting was unusual in that {0 separate
sources wWere involved. Coordination was made with MAC COC
on 18 Feb and a TWX dispatched to III MAF requesting that a
recon team be placed in the area to pinpoint the logcation of
the auspected POW camp. IIT MAF was requested to take medium
level photography of the area to identify If possible the

suspected FOW camp as well as L2s and other pertinent data

necessary to mount a POW rald operatlon,

TQP KRTORET
_Suspected POW camn as well as 178 and Athar memtdnant Aaka
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{6) Mo name was assigned this operation as JPRC only
alerted forces. At gpproximately 15558, 16 Feb, JSARC
called JPRC to inform them an F-100, call sign *Dusty 71"

was do JSARC indicated rescue

WV w3 O WN oy W

efforts had been in progress for some tims, that one HH-3
pilot hed been killed and another wounded. Although
rescue efforta were being continued JSARC reqd;atad JERC

- slert forces in the event a ground effort becamne necemsary.

bP—35 was

glerted and preliminary arrengements made to launph & HORNET 12

Force intc the area &8s esrly as passible on 17 Peb, At 13
approximately 1730H, JSARC notified JPRC that the downed 14
pilot had been recovered. A few minutes later, JPRC _ 15

Teceived a reply 16
at first 17
light 17 ;eb. JPRC prepared a message -cungz-atulating 18
them on the Aispatech with Whieh they had responded to the 19
situation and also on the timely notification to JPRC. 20
Operation terminated. . 21
h. Recovery Operations, 20-26 Feb 19679 22
(1) Operation SWAP. HNo change, . 23
(2) Operation RIP TIDE. The letter and map have been 24
translated and provided no eddisional information to confirm 25
or refute data already in JPRC possession. They wers pre- 26
pared by Attempt is being made now -to have & confron- 27 €—

tation with way formerly the head guard on the brison 28 4?‘

sampan. The letter referred to apove also indicates that 29
lthe present head guard 1s giving serious thought to 30 &
rallying. 1If this occurs, every effort will be made to AN
arrange a confrontation with him, 32

5 j COMUSHACVY [ag, 880/211050Z Feb 67
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(3) Operation SYCAMORE. Large scale friendly operations
in area precluded additional progreas. Upon ccupietion of
friendly cperation an assessment of the area will be made
and future action will be determined at that time, '

(4) Operation WIOWAM. Pour separate reports of prisoner
aightings have emanated from vicinity- Sources
were reinterviewed znd the infermation did not appear a»
valid as inditially assumed; however, III MAF had amerial
photegraphy flown in suspect area. It was inconcluasive,
due to the dense jungle canopy. III MAF will infiltrate s
ground recee team in ares to confirm or deny-the alleged camp
loeatien. <

(5) Operation ANGLER. After revieving serlal photography
of the suspected camp area as annotated by the source, a
JPRC representative went to II1 MAF. Source was polygraphed
and no deception was noted? Additiona low level photography
wasg rloun-and readout of the area falled to diselose any of
the 1tems‘ Previously annotated by the source on linitisl
photography. This area 15 heavily forested; however, it
did ralse scme doubt as to whether it was in fact the terget
area. Source will return to the area carrying a concesled
radio beacon. If the prisoners are still in the area, ths
beacon wlll bg left at a predetermined distance and direction
from the camp, Electronic recce will be flown aften sourcs
has had time to put the beacon An place.

(6) Operation BLUE ROPE. On 23 Reb JPRC received notifi-

cation from 7/13 AP that the -was observed at
_ Visual and photo recce was flown and vis-ual

produced negative results. Photos revealed what appeared
to be

team was
put into the area on 25 Peb and reported the letters wera
formed by logs which had fallen recently due %o fires in the

area. Additlonal recce at location af initial sighting has

fajled to confirm the letter in the area. Operation terminated.

TrhrRTm
area. Adaltlonal recce at location af initial stiehtine hae
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-!‘ormer VC priscners returned to friendly control.
JPRC representative interview them ASAP; however, they were
unable to furnish datz concerning setual locatien of other
prisoners. They wera, however, knowledgeable on the con-
dition of several other US priscnera they had Fncountéred
during captivity. ‘ -

A. Recover erations, 27 Pebp~5 Mar 1957% -
(1) Operation SWAP. No change.
{2) Operation RIP TIDE. ‘the original source, was

interviewed on 27 Peb and the following was learped:

{a) The letter to the US PHs has been turned over to
Toan whe ig a camp guard. does hot have gegens Lo
PYH and doubts if he can get the letter to the Pus.

(b)‘]is hiding out in the vicinity of Phnon Penh.
His wife knows his locatdon and will attempt to contact
him so‘he may be brought to Saigon for s detailed
debriefl.

(3) Operation SYCAMORE. No change.

(4) Operation WIGWAM. Two recon patrols have been in

the area with negatlive results. CG IIT WMAF plans to continue

the search,

(5) Operation ANGLER. MNo change

(6) Operation GEYSER. On 28 Feb 67, JPRC was notified

n Adrcraft were in voice vontact but SAR forces were

unable to reach the pilot due to weather. JPRC requested
IIT1 MAF to effect a ground rescue, A BRIGHT LIGHT Recovery
Team was also alerted as an alternate force. Qn 2 Mar 67,
the Weather cleared and the pilot was picked up by SAR
airerafy.

J. BRecovery Operations, 6-12 Mar 1967%¢

(1) Operation SWAP. No ¢hange.

S -UOMUSTACY Mag, 563/0702172 M+ 67
) COMUSMACV Msg, 1061/141026Z Mar 67
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(2) Operation RIP TIDE, Attemps to coneactm the
original head guard of the prison sampan, and arrange for
him to come to Saigon for detailed debriefing are atill
in progreas.

{3) Operation SYCAMORE .

_ (a) On 5 Mar 67, & returnee, was
interrogated by Special Forces Unit B-~32 1n the vicinity
of Tey Ninh, During the initisl interrogation the source
claimed to have been assigned to the securlty force orf
the camp which i3 the objectlive of this operation. BHe
confirmed previous reports of 25 ARVF priahners and the
general location of the camp. $

(b} The source was brought to Saigon on 9 Mar for
more comprehensive interrogation. During thiz interro-
gation, the acurce stated that the only US PWs he hsd
ever seen were a group of 10 U3 PHs being moved into
Cambnd{a for eventual return to US control.

(c3 Because the information concerning US PWs cone-
flicts sharply with previous information, both the
interrogator and the JPRC representative were of the
opinion that the sourcs might very possibly be telling
less than all he knowa. In an effort to refute or
confirm this opinion, the source was polygrephed on
12 Mar. Results of the polygraph indicate no attempted
deception on the part of the gpurce,

(@) Preparatlon are underwsy to insert indigenous
agent resources of the 5th Special Porces Oroyp to re-

check the suspected.area. - ¢ e -

(4) Operation WIGWAM

{a) A new intelligence report, received l0 Mar,
indicated that a debrilef of two Vietnamese natjonals
released by the VC in December 1966 tied in very closely
with the originazl intelligence which gave rise to this

0 B -~ O N o owul N
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one kilometer south of the original location, but agrees
with the origingl repcrt in other particulars. Thls most
recent report contains s detailed sketch of the camp
complex as well as the route followed by the saources as
they left the camp. The sources have agreed to lesd
friendly forces to the cemp area.

(b) A call was placed to G-2, III MAF, ‘on 11 Mer and
attention was invited to this latest intelligence ;eport.
G-2, IXI MAP indicated that the report would be evaluated
for possible action.

(5) Operation ANGLER., A homer beacon has -heen procured

and will be concealed in a walking stick to be cafried Anto
the'camp area by the original aource of the 1nrormat1a; an

the camp. The beacon hszs s battery life of elght days and

will not be activated unti% gource has reconfirmed the

presence of the US PWs in the camp.
(6) gperation CHINOOK

(a) On 10 Mar, a message was received from G-2, US
Army Ryukyus. The measage stated that the debrief of

—]had narrewed the location of the

prison camp Irom wWhich they were released to five possible
locationa. All locations lie within a six square )
kllcometer area. The mespage also stated that & detalled
overlay and summary would be forwarded as soon aa possible.

(b} JPRC has ordered serial phatography of the
suspected camp site area and hopes to have this on hand
for immediate collation when the ove;léy and summary
arrive.

— - -

. Necovery Operations, 13-19 Mar 19674

(1) Operation SWAF. Mo change. In light of laek of

progress on this operation over a protracted period of time,

it is belng placed in the inactlve files and will not he

f%')":'o_c TUSMACY Msg, 1159/210933Z Mar 67
TOP_8ECRET F=61 Appendix P
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mentioned in future reports unless significant developments

warrant its inclusion.

(2) Operation RIP TIDE
{a) The originel source of information on this PH

camp ,‘returned to Chau Doe and reported through the
Sector Intel analyst. He complained that he had not been

]
L]

paid recently.

(b) This was the Tirat indication received by 3?35
that-]waa recelving pay for supplying informatdon.

A check with the VN Army officer who had been acting as
go=between Hith-indicated that he hed indeed been
receiving pay, and in rather amiable amounts. ;This places
the validity of his information in an entively diffevent
light. ) ‘

(¢) The VN Army orr%uer and the 135th HMI Group were
both contacted and mutual agreement was reached th;t cOon-
trol or-would be passed to the 135th MI Gp. The
first order of business now will be to attempt to persuade

to submilt to a polygraph examination.
{3) Operation SYCAMORE .

(a) Arrengements were made with Det B-5T, 5th Speclal
Forces QGroup, to infiltrate two of their indigenous apent
agssets into the arsa in an attempt to relocate the POW
camp. .

{b) All indications are that the camp has been moved
inte Cambedila due to elose proximity of US mllitary opera-
tions to the originally suspected ca;p‘site-

(4) Operation WIGHA@ .

{a) On 18 War, JPRC received a report from G=2 IIZ

MAF, The report indicated that two recon teams, one from
5th Special Forces Grqup and gne from ITI MAF, had com-
pleted a thorough search of all target areas. Though
there were many well-used trails in the area, no evidence

of a POW camp was discovered.

TOP CRET F.R3
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(b) The teams have successfully exflltrated, and
this coperation is terminated.
(5) Cperation ANGLER

{a) The homer beascon device was concealed within &
section of bamboo of the sort which a Montagnard might
logleally carry. It was turned over to the case
officer on 17 March. ] -"

(b) The cese officer eatimates that it Hill,téke
two days to get the device to the source and an additional
eight days for the gource to walk into tge POW camp area.
An additional two days will be allowed to.ulapse before
electronic reconnaisaance will begin.
(6) Operation CHINOOKX

-{a) Aerial photography of the suspected camp site
areas has been received. Preliminary readout i1s incon-

cluslve. N

(b} Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam (CICV) 1s
in the process of ‘preparing a complete study cf the target
area to include enemy OB.

(c) Tne overlsy and summary of tne-

bebriefing are expected momentarily.

Recovery Operations, 20-26 Mar 1967%

{1) Operation RIP TIDE
(n)-tha original source of the PW informatien,
has been turned over to the 135th M1 Oroup. He iB

currently belng interviewed in detail and is scheduled

to be polygraphed on 3 Apr.

{b) Unconfirmed data learned by JPRC representative
while at Can Tho 1nélcates some dis;;pea;ce around
original injury. It 1s anticipated that the current inter-
views and polygraph exam will dictate how and 11‘-]Hill

be retained.

-~
?’fs;icon;us“m'w‘ﬁsg, 1315/2807262 Mar 67
mm”nvr MBE, LJILD/ <0V {C0L Mar oY
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(2) cperation SYCAMORE
{a) Two indigenous agents were infiltrated by helo

vicinity 8t last light on 20 Mar. After limited
Tecce they were discovered and moved into a heavily
forested avea,.

(b) They spent the night in the forest and moved into
& large elephant grass field adjacent to the forest, They
were taken under hostile fire and requested exrilé}ation.

LB - T B ST N M L I

Suceessful exfiltration was effected approximately 211800

o)
Q

Mar under heavy hostile fire.
{e) Currently, the situation is being.reevaluated and 31
a new plan wlll be developed which wlll reinsert S.rnz:l.gf.u':m.w12

personnel in the alleged PW camp area. ° 13
{3) Operation ANGLER. An unexpeeted delay wes encountered 14
when the Montagnard carrying the walking stick, with the 13
' 16

homing beacon, was bitten by a snake. He is recoveri-ﬁg but

a delay has been incurred, It is anticipated the source will 17

not arrivé in the target area until approximately 2 April. 18
Hls determination of PWs in the arega should be completed 19
about ¥ April, at which time he will depart the area. 20
(4) Operation CHINOOK _ 2l
{a) Aerisl photography readout reveals some of the 22

debriefing information Irom-correlates 23

well; however, the Jungle cancpy is quite dense apd 24
precludes mores complete locatlon of the camp area, 2‘5
. (b) A Tepresentative from bilat MI Det, Dkina'ua who 26
was in on the debriefings at Okinawa is enroute RVN. 27

28

He 18 intimately familiar with the area and situation.

After his arrival, the overall situation will be evalua- 23

ted with a view toward launching a recovery type operation.3o
(5) Operation CHEYEMNE 31
(a}-reporh was recelved which indicated approxi- 3¢

mately 100 S POWs located mmm—
- Although there 1s no confirming

CRET
F-64 Appendix P
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data aveilable, acticn has been taken to attempt to
debriel source 1n detail. Signal electronlc agenclea
have been alerted to maintain a listening watch for
trarfic concerning the suspect area.

(b} Since the reliability of the source and validigy
of the information bhas not yet been determined, the next
action wlll be contingent upon the results ér the ?ource's
detailed debriefing and the signal intelligence agenciles.

m. Recovery Operations, 27 Mar-2 Apr 19671

(1) Operation RIP TIDE
{a) the original source of the 'P¥ camp informz=-

tion, was polygraphed earlier than 1hit1ally enticipated.
The results of the exsm were inconclusive; however, there
did gppear to be some validity 1n- statement con-
cerning the PUWs. .

(b) Plans are being made to bring ta Saiéﬁn for
additional detailed debriefings and another polograph
exanina?tion- Time frame for these confirming checks has
not been determined.

{2) Operation SYCAMORE. Planning is underway to insert

indigenous agents in the area at night by parachute when an
agent team is5 mvallable.

{3) Operation ANGLER. The Montagnard carring the walking

stick contalning the homing beacon departed for the PH camp
oh 27 Mar. It was anticipated he would be in the PW camp
area about 2 Apr. The electronic survelllance of the beacon

¥1ll be flown for the first time on 3 Apr.
(4) Operation GREY BULL (Previously Reported as CHINQOK)

{a) Representative from b44lst MI Det, Okinawa,
arrived 28 Mar,

{b) Aerlal photography of the area confirms some af
the detaills furnlshed by!uhile'some items auch as
trails and location of h not confirmed. This may

COMUSMACY Msg, 1416/0411012 Apr 67
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mtha originel source of the
PW camp infermation, will b to Saigon 10 Apr. He will

be due to the heavy foliage in the ares or posalbly

confusion by-l

(c) ILIFPV wae briefed on 2§ Mar. They designated )

5th SFG to conduct a raid on the camp provided additlional
confirming data could be obtained. A SP lndigenous agent
%as inserted and returned with the informatlon that
nostiles were in the avea. He was not able’ to confirm

the presence of the US PWs.

(d) Based upon the informaticn from the SF agent and
other @yaluations, a reccmmandation will be made to IIFFV
that a personnel recovery operation be attempted.

(5} Operation CHEEYENNE. No change.

Recovery Operations, 3-0 Apr 19674

(1) Operation RIP TIDE.

be debriefed in detall and ,another POlygraph examination will

be adminigtered. PFurther cperaticnal planning, ir appropriate,

will be bgaed on results of the debriefling.

{2) Operation SYCAMORE

(8} Twa indigenous agents from Speclal Forces assets
were infiltrated by parachute from & helo on 3 Apr. Helo
was radar vectored to the DZ. '

{P) The sgents encountered no difficulties and eecom-
plished the ground recce; however, it was subsequently
fetermined they were infiltrated in the wrong area. On
5 Apr, they were exfiltrated. Purther efforts to inmert
indigenous agents in the arsa are bélné planned,

{3) Operation ANGLER - . .
(a) The Montagnard carrying the walking stick con-

« taining the homing beacon learned through inquiries in

the suspected camp area that the PWs were moved from

j:P?Si EE;USHECV Mag, 1516/2108102 Apr 67
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{b) Further attempts to find the PWa, utilizing the
same source, will continue. This operation will no
longer be considered active unless additionzl informa-

tion is obtained.
(4) Operation GREY BULL. A raid was conducted on the

suspected PW camp on 6 Apr by 5%h SPF. A thorough sweep
of the area revealed nothing. Obviously, thid‘ was not the
camp although the raid 4id ocour at the location as derdved

from map back-tracking based upon debriefings or-

- This operation is suspended pending receipt of

further information. * .

{5) Cperation CHEYENNE. MNo change.

0. Recovery Operations, 10-16 Apr 1967*%

(1) Operation RIP TIDE .

(a)-che original source of the PW information,
has been debriefed in dgtail snd pelygraphed. 'l‘he-re WAE
no evidence of deception noted during the polygraph and
the ag;an\-. hendler is of the opinion that.-is Bince:.'e
in hia efforts. motivation appears to be the
desire to assure his financilal mt;.u-e.

{b) has never abserved the PWs nor haa he been
inside the gamp. He belleves thatl who 1s currently
assuned to be 1n charge of the VC prison guards, would be
willing to assist in recovering the PHs. -ha‘a no
legitimate reason to be away from the camp 1n exeess of
24 noura without hie absence arousing susplcion.

(c)!romer VC squad leader, -J.s.thought to be in
Prnom Penh; however, hils wife 1s living in a CambodXan

village near the RVN border. Current plans c¢all for
-]t.o JearnIactuaJ lecation, through‘wire,

and attempt to bringl]tn Saigon for a datailed
debriefing. At this time.-cannot furnish adequate

information for purposes of planning a recovery operation.

COMUSMACY Msg, 1690/1807422 Apr &7
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{2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change.
{3) Operation CYEYENNE. No change.

P. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Apr 1967¢
(1) Operation SWAP

(a)-revealed that during his last

contact with VC, they indicated a.willlngneasa to accept
VC officer PWs from areas other than I CIZ. Screening

for appropriate P{s, under the new criterla, cortinues.

AT - I I - TS I R TR CRrery

(RO N A A

(b) will attempt to determine eurrent

™)
o

VC attitude toward a prisoner exchange.

[
| aud

(2) Operation RIP TIDE ]

(a)-,—_]the original source of the PW information, 12
1s preparing to travel to Phnom Penh. He !-rill attenpt to 13
bri;:gn the former V0 guard squad leader, to Saigon for 14

debriefing, Currently, documentation 1s helng prepared . 15
for B0 he may travel-to Salgen from Phnom Penh. Upon 16
return from Phnom Penh,-]will stop at the village 17
or-] uncle. His wnele will be asked to query- 18
concerning the US PHs. 19

(b) Aeriel photography reveals cccupled heavy 20
weapons emplécements and huts in suspected target area. 21
(3) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. 22
{4) Operation CHEYENNE. Mo change ) 23
(5) Operation HAVANA . , 2h

(a) A sighting of two US and 30 ARVN PHa by an ARVN 25

coded source in vicinity-rias received on 21 Apr. 26

This report coincided with previous similar reports in the 27
area East of Tay Ninh eity. . - - . 28

{b) The 1st Infantry Division is cwrrently conducting 29
Operation MANHATTAN in the vicinity and have been requested 30
te confirm or deny accuracy of information., If information 31

appears agcurate, a recovery operation will be effected. 32

S) COMUSHACV Msg, 1736/2508392 Apr 67




0P

k]

q. Recavery Q_E!ntioruj 24 - 30 Apriy _ﬂl 1
(1) operation SWAP . 2
(a) MACY ACofS, J2 was contacted and appralsed that 3
YC had indicated a willipgness to accept VC priscpers from §
any CTZ for thes exchangs., J2 han notified all CTZ commanders 5
to bs on the lookeut for prisoners suitable for exchange. 6 )
(b) No word haz been recelved r:rm_ 7 &—
) concerning current VC attitude toward the exchange.’ 8
- 9
10 4— .
11
12
13 {E—
14 '
15
16
17
18 &
19
20
(3) operation SYCAMORE 21
(a) A coded agent of Det B-57, 5th SF Gp was infiltrated 22
into the general target area. He did not, however, succeed 23
in checking on the prime suspect locations. 2h
{v) Although the agent did not personally ses a.m; us 25
PHe during the course of hie recomnsissance, he was told of 26
8 VC hospltal in the genesral vicinity of his search which 27 -
is used to treat wounded US FPWs. The US PWs are reportedly 2§
held at the hospltal only until sufficienfly recoversd to ‘29
travel at which tlme they sre moved to s permanent F¥W camp 30
in Cambodia, Location of the Cembodian PW camp was not 3l :.
specified. 32
N 4
MUSHNACY Msg, 1B856/021158Z May 67 1;
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(4) Operaticn CHEYENNE. No change.
(5) Operation HAVANA

(a) Elements of the US 1st Divislon conducted a theorough
sweep through the target area. RO evidence of recent
occupency, inhabltants or activity was discovered in the
target area or the immediante vicinity thereof.

(b) T™his operation is terminated. 4
(6) operation DEEP SIX . .

{a) Just uefore midnight on 24 April, JFRC recelved a

message from Commander, Task Group 77.0 lndicating that an
ABA was down at—] The crew of two had Buccessfully
ejected, were geen on the ground snd had been in voice
contect with their wlngman. They Were last aee; making
their way to an area of good cover and concealment located
approximately & mile from the point at which they lendsd,

CTG 77-0 indicated that ghen and if volce contaect with the
downed crew was reestablished, he would request activation
of s ERIGHT LICHT tean.

(b} A ERIGET LIGHT team was placed on selert at Eue Fhu
Bal, and a Navy Cli alrcraft and crew were standing by at
Tan Son Nhut to trensport the team to the carrier Kitty Hawk.

(c) Because of extensive enemé OB in the area of the
downed ¢rew, plus the fact that it appeared to be beyond the
range of SAR helos, JPRC recommended to CTIG T77.0 that a more
realistic plan would be to attempt the recovery w#th the '
Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) equipped HC-130, 4 (ombat
Spear crew was placed on alert at Nha Trang, and 7 AF placed
two FUCs on alert at Danang to effect a high speed drop of
the Fulton kit uhich-had been packedﬁln an Mba contalner.

(d} At the suggestion of Combat Spear crewmen, the

operation was planned as follows:

CRET F=170 Appendix F
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1. after volece contact was eat_.ahlisbed, & Fulton
kit would be dropped toc the downed crew ai last light
of that dsy. The delivery airc;'a.ﬁ. would notify the
downed crew to expect pickup at a predesignated time
daring that night.

2. At the predesignated time, the Cambat Spear alr-
eraft would make thelr pickup run. They &ould be covered
by appropriate MIG CAP, and coordinated strike missions
would be flown 1n the area at the pleckup time,

{e) Ko further electronmic contact could be re-epsteblished
with the downed crew and, upon recelpt of CINCPAC -mﬂsaa.ge
prohiblting use of BC-130 due to the high risk ares, the
operation was terminated, ’

(f) This operation is thought to have bsen quite worth-
while as it provided a realistie .exercine in migsion planning

and of the alerting ayateﬁz.
r. Recovery Operations, 1-7 May 1967#
(1) Operation SWAP. ‘TIT MAF indicates they have ceptured
a VU Warrant officer who may be suitable to use in the priscner

exchange. They have been instructed to keep him in custody
until reports on the VO attltude regarding the

exchange.
(2) Operation RIP TIDE

(a).the ariginsl source, returned to-to

attend to one of his children who 18 sick. He will return

to Saigon on 11 May.

(b) Upon return to Saigon,-];dn be interrogated
concerning scme Arregylarities which arcse in connection with

his old Cambodian documents. If the :Lntezrrogat:!.on does not

reveal that‘has been using this situation only as &
vehlcle to cobtain velid Cambodian travel papers, new

: ;Eiic;_r-lugm' ACY Msg, 1955/090807Z May 67
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Cambodian documents will be preparad and he will be
digpatched 4o Fhnom Penh., Document preparation cen be
accomplished in U8 hours.

(3) Cperation SYCAMORE. No change.

{4) Operation CHEYENNE. No change. .-

8. Recovery Operstions, B-1l May 1967+ p

(1) Operatlion SWAP

\nm--:mm.:rwm;—:

(a)_w&s econtacted and advised that the - L
two US PWs which he hoped to negotiate for escaped in
early May. This is the first indication or' eny sueh esceape. 10
Attempts are being made to confirm or deny the alleged 11
escape. Attempts are being mede to confirm or deny the 12
alleged escape, _are the P 13 é—
asgumed to have escaped. If thim 1s true, the operation 1y
will be terminated inasmurh as they were the only Us- PHs 15
of which Dong possessed a.ﬁy knowledge. 16

{p) Prior to learning of the alleged escape, AMEMB, 17
Salgon was contected concerning the possibility of 18
exchanging VO personnel captured and/er held by GVR. 19
AMEMB 15 oow willing to intercede with GVN in an attempt 20
to obtain GVN eontrolled VC FWs. 2l
(2) Cperation RIP TIDE 22

(a)‘the original source of the information, 23 &—
returned to Saigon and wes interrogated on the irrégularities‘ 2j

which arcse with his old Cambodian documents. BEe was 25

polygraphed and no evidence of deception was noted, 26
(b)-departed Ssigon on 13 May for Fhnom Penh. 27 &

It 1s anticipated he Will return about 2C Hay, He has 28

documentation fo the orlginal camp guard commender, 20 $

to return teo Saigen provided.onsents. 30 é—

C iy 5§, 202371810052 May 67
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(3) Operation SYCAMORE. MNo change.

(4) Operation CHEYEMNE. No change

(5) Operation NEARLY

{a) In early May, a Revolutionary Development (RD)

Cadre Advisor, stated one of his personnel had made
centact, through several cut-outs, with a V0 officer
who wished to rally to the OVN with 13 US Fis. Further
that he desired to be rewarded for the raturned US
peraonnel. All contacts were made in IV CT2.

(b) A meeting with the wife of the VC officer was
arranged for 6 May but she did not show up. ©Cn 9 May,
she appeared and stated she would be at Cheu Dpe on
13 May with proof of the identitiesa of the PHa, Further,
she was to have her husband's plan wWhich weuld reveal
the detalls concerning the release. 3She did not Eﬂow
where the release would.atake plsce, nor was it lmown if
it would be necegsary to engage a hoatile force to effect
the re;ease.

{c) MACV tasked SA IV £TZ to effect a recovery opera-
tion, upen obtaining the informatlion from the wife of the
YC, if it looked feasible.

(d) On 12 May, the female source arrived, one day
early, without any evidence of the US PWs allegedly being
held by her husband. She stated attempts were made to
contact her husband for the information, and details of
the release, but due to the emount of activity on the
SVN/Carbodian border she was unable to make contact.

(e) Although this operation is gonsidered terminated,
the female source was advised how to contact representa~
tives from the 135th MI Group but that she should only
make contact when she posaesses evidence of the PHs.

(6) Other Activities. During interrogation of a captured

VC on 12 May, information was obtalned concerning the loca-
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Acting on thiz information, a body search was conducted
and the remains of what appears to be a Caucasian dressed
in deteriorated fatigues was recovered. Remalny were
evacuated and attempts to identlfy the deceased are being
made. Although not a specific mission of the JPHC, it
hgs, on several oc¢casions, coordinated and requested body

searches. -

&
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t. Recovery Operations, 15-21 May 1967+
(1) oOperation SWAP

(s) Absolutely no evidence can be located which would
indicate that two US FWa have recently escaped VC control.
Berring the extremely unlikely possibility that the two
have been in evasion status since early Hayrﬂiéhoﬁt meEXing
contact with friendly farces, it must be conéluded that
the reported escape was spurious informstion. )

(b) If the gbove is true, some credence is lent to the
hypothesis that this may beﬁ way of terminating
his econtacte with US personnel. .

{c) In light of the sbove, thie operetion 15 being
dropped from the active 1ist pending recelpt of further
information which would werrant its reactivatlon.

{2) Cperation RIP TIDE. Ko chanée.
(3) Operation SYCAMORE. ko change.
(4) Operaticn CHEYENNE. Since no progress has been made

on this ope?ation since.it was begun in mld-March, 1t is being
dropped from the active list pending further developmenta which
would warrant 1ts reactivation.
(5) Operation GAMBLER
{a) In the late morning hours of 19 May (190311Z) ean
AGA from the carrisr ENTERPRISE, cell sign Raygun 502, was

ghot down 30NM SW of Hanoi. Both crewmezn ejected guccess-
fwlly, landing at Thelr point of landing was
near the center of but while this is
excellent terrain for evaslon, it lias well within the SAM
envelope and 1s considered & high threat area.

(b) Vveice contact.was mad; with t;; da;ned crawﬁen.
It was discovered that the pilot was uninjured, but that

the bombardier/navigator (B/N) had suffered a badly broken

COMUSMACY Msg, 2178/2310102 May 67
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leg. Ho rescue operation was attempted frcm the east

utilizing Navy SAR resources due to the exlstence of the
high threat sres 81l the way from the coast to the target
area. Assistance from JFRC was requesgted.

{e) JPRC notified the Joint Search and Reseue Center
{(JSARC) &t Ten Son Nhut, and asked that feasibility for
launch of a SAR effort from the west utilizing USAF-SAR

TeBourcee be studied. A plan for launch of SAR amsets to

be covered by multiple air strikes taking place simulteneously

in the same ares was devlised. Commander 7AF, vetoed thls
plan on grounds that the area was too well defended to risk
SAR acsets. . .

{d) JPRC presented a plan which called for the drop of
Fulton Recovery System (SKYHOOK) -kits by high performance
elrcraft. If the drop was made successfully, an attempt
would be made for a SKYBODK pick up at a pre-determined time
the nigqy followlng the drop. The plan was approved for
execution late in the evening of 20 May. A JFRC representa-
tive was dispatehed to D;Nans, the base fram which the drop
mission wWould launch, to act ms operation coordinator.

(e) A flight of AF FUCs was leunched on the morning of
21 May to effect the drop. Contact was established wilth

the B/N of the downed crew, and a successful drop accemplished

at approx 210320Z. A total of three M4A containers were
dropped. Two containers carried a two men Fulton ground
station and the third, survival equipment. The two Mias
containing the Fulton gear landed approx 100 yds from the

downed crewman. The survival centainer landed approx 200

yds from hls position. The downed man indicated that although

he was injured, he thought he would be able to make his way

to the Fulton gear,.

CRET F-7 . Appendix P

5
6
7
8
8
10

11
12



e

TOR-GZCRET*

(f) The Combat Spear aircrart which would attempt the
Pick up was launched on schedule a?'zlllhlz. The plan
called for high performance aircraft to make & rinal flight
over the target area a few hours prior to the scheduled
Plck up time, make a last minute check on t?a fituation of
the downed crewmen, and inform them of the pr;cine time the
pick up would be attempted. A flight of FUC's was lsunched
for this purpose, and upon contacting the B/F of th; downed
erew, vere informed that all three of the contalners had beeﬂ
recovered earlier by North Vietnamsge. The Combat Spear
alrcraft was notified of this development, and aborted st
2113372. Before departing the area, an FiC aireraft dropped
a container of survival equipment in the vicinity of where
he had last seen one of the downgd crewmen's strobe ight.

{g) Meetings were he%ﬁ on the night of 21 May and agein
on the morning of 22 May yith representstives of Jﬁi&, TAR
and 7th Fleet present, in en effort to determine what
further§ECtion could'he taken. Consensu$ was that no further
recovery action seemed feaslble at this time, due proximity
hostlle forces. -

(n) A total of three flights were flown over the area
of the downed alrerew on 22 May. Negative contact of any
sort was made. This coperation is terminsated.

(6) other activities. The body reported recovered in last

week's report haes been positively ldentified through dental

missing since 12 May &6.
u, Recoverg;Ouerationa,_22-28 Hay 1967* .
(1) Operation RIP TIDE - .
(a)m the principle source, returned from Phnom
Penh, r g that he hed succeeded in contacting XY,

the former prison guerd comrandar. He reports that KY

;}?}%}. MACV lisg, 2298/3001482 May 67
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Tefuses %o come back t¢ VN as he is doing well financially
in Phnom Penh and he fears the VO willl gssasinate him if
he returns.

{v) On his return trip,-again stopped at the
home of the uncle of the man who replaced
prison guard commander, He was told that-buA been
transferred to a VC munitions factory a few kilcmeters
from the glleged PW camp but on the VN slde of the l-abrt\er.
-contenda that the US FWs are 8till at the original
locaticn.

(c)‘greed, according to his uncle, to draw a
map of the route into the PY¥ camp, ‘has be_en dispatched
t.o-to pick up the map.

(2) operation SYCAMORE. No change.
{3) Operation OLD EBINE . ‘
{a) This operation began with a very eompleted—

intelllgence report af a PY camp a.t-] The report

was obtained from a newly recruited source of the 140th

MT Gp.

(b) Plield Activities Branch (FAB) of MACY J-2 tasked
the Combined Intelligence Center, Vlietnam (CIGV) to procure
and annotate aerial phatagraphy and complete a study of
the FW camp area,

(¢} The CICV photo reasdout revealed an unusue.‘u_.y cloae
correlation with the intelligence report, particularly with
regard to lotatlon of PW camp buildings.

(d) At this point, FAB centacted JPRC and the cperation
was named. Concurrently FAB instructed 149 MI Gp to -
relnsert the agent in-t.o the a::ea to r;conr-im the pz.'esence
of US PWs,

(e) The agent returned from the area on 25 May, and a
polygraph operator was flown to Rach Gla to examine the
agent. JPRC provided the EEI for the examination,

CRET FP-78 Appendix F
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{f) Preliminary ocutcome of the polygraph examination 1
casts some doubt on the presence of US FWs &t this locatlon. 2
As 1t appears now, the gource actually has not seen US FHa 3
there since 1865. "oy
. () If it appears worthwhile after the prePent 5
debriafing is completed, the agent will ag;ig.be sent 6
‘ into the target arca. 4 i 7
- (h} This operation doss not appear very promising and 8
will not be reported further unless future developments ) 9
warrant. 10
v. Recovery Operations, 29 May - 4 Jun 1957+ 11
(1) oOperation RIF TIDE . 12
(a)‘ the original source of the information, 13 4~
returned tao Salgon with a detailgd sketch of the FW camp 11
allegedly drawn by the VO who formerly was in charge 15 4&-
of guarding the US Pus, remaing 4in the genergi-araa 16 ér
and is able to elieit info out of the camp. 7
(v) ﬁhen shown célique aerlal photography of the area 18
taken from the Vietnamese side of the border, ne identified 19
pollice poats, border eheck polnts, mine fields and other 20
items which he has consistently reported in the past. PI 21
personnel assisted in the debrief and con.firmed- 22 é—
findingsa. 23
{c) adviged the camp was located further inside 24 &~
the Cam border in an area not covered by the photogrephy. 25

On 4 June a request was forwarded to CINCPAC for permissicn 26

to fly medivm level photography. 27
{2) Operation SYCAMORE. No change. . 28
(3) Operaticn ANGLER. Referegnce 13 made to ERIGHT LIGHT 29

report for the period 3-9 Apr; dated 11 Apr 67. Report advised 30

the operation was no longer consldered active, however, further 31

jﬁsém}sc MACY Msg, 2423/060540Z Jun 67
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attempts to locate the Fus, utalizing the same Source, would
continue.

(a) The source, & Montagnerd, has sgain located the
US P¥ camp, ucha personally observed two US.
He furnished sketches wnich indicate the camp is well
defended. -

{b) To obtain the precise loeation of thé camp, the
source has been re-dlspatched to the ares caxTying ;he
welking stick containing the homing beacon. The beacen
will be monitored by tactlical airerart.

Ww. Recove rations, 5-11 Jun 1967+
(1) Operation RIP TIDE

{a) Due to JCS disapproval of the request r;r mediom
level photographu, this coperation ig at & standstill.

(b) Nghia the original aourcé has advised that the
area will he flocded by Q;July. At that time the ﬂ;lsonera
willl moet likely be returned to the sampan.

(¢} The collection effort continues and will ba

sy monitored for faverable changes.

(2) Operation SYCAMORE. MNo change.
(3) Operation ANGLER. The source wes delayed and should

have been redispatched by § June. HNo conflrming data has been
recelved.
(4) Operation CHEYENNE .
(a) Reference 1g made to ERIGHT LIGHT report f;r the
period of 15 - 21 May 67 DTG 2310102 Ref ERIGHT LIGHT

report dropped this operation fram the active 1ist pending

further developments. *

{¢) This operation is terminated.

COMUSMACV Mag, 2562/131250Z Jun 67
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(5) Operation SUAP

(a) A source who wishes s identity to remain unknown,

has reported thatm(the presumed
PWs) are dead and he KNows empts whatever.
The bedies are reportedly loceted nesr Bue.

{b) Followup is being made to determins the detells of
the deaths and location of the bodies with a‘%iew toward

0

recovery action.

(6) Operation GRENADE
{a) Information was received on 10 June from the 135th 10

MI Group at Can Tho that two US PWs were being held vieinity 311

or-] The source of the information was ceptured 12 é"‘

by the VO on 3 Jan 1957 snd escaped at 1900 on 6 Juna 1967. 13

W & -~ th N &= ta A e

The source stated the two US were brought into the camp on 24

3 June 67 snd were there at the time of his escepe. 15

(b) Aerial photography was flown on the afternoon of 16

S June and the sources description of the camp was verified 17

by the photo 1nterper;er. It was still inhablted at that 18

s time, . 19
(c) A JFRC representative was dispatched to Gan Tho on 20

10 June for additional debriefing of the source end to obtain 21

the photography. 22
(d) MAC COC was briefed on 1l June and the Senior 23
Advisor IV CT2 was tasked by COC to deterzine the feasibility 2V

of an operation, 25
(e) If an operation is feasible it is anticipated that 26

1t will be conducted on 12 ar 13 June. 27

X. Recovery Operations, %2-18 Jun 1967+ o 28
(1) Operation RIP TIDE. Mo change. - 29
(2) Operation SYCAMORE. Since no progress has been made on 30
this operation since 30 April, it is being drapped from the N
active 1list pending further developments which warrant its 32
reactivation, ' 33

Msg, 2703/200955Z Jun 67
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(3) Operation ARGLER. Source was not dispatched on 9 June
ag planned. Unknown to JPRC, III MAF was awelting instructions
from MACV to proceed with the operation. Instructions have been
issued t¢ evaluate and determine the feasibility orf the operation
in the new aresa and this is in process at the PTEEFnt time,
The source will not be dispatched until a concept of action
has been determined which can be acted on expedf%iouslx.

(4) operation SWAP. No change.

(5) Operation GRENADE
(a) The operation was deemed feasible and the Senior

Advisor, IV Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ elected to conduct the
operation the night of 12 June. The concept waa-tn ingext
& Seal Team by helicopter during the hours of darkness,

12
13

conduct the rald at first light, then exfiltrate by helicopter.1y

The 9th ARVN Recon company was the standby reaction force
with the 43rd ARVN Battaljon on one hour alert. -

(v) During a last visual reconnaissance the afternoon
of 12 Juﬂe a discrepahcy was noted in the ares described by
the source and that which was photographed. Another ares
webs determined to be the correct target area. A 24 hour
delay was called to permit photography and re-planning,

(c) The concept remained the same and the plan waa
executed on 13 June with the insertion of the Seal Tesm at
2359 hours. The team made contact at 0630 hourg with 5 ve.
Results - 1 VO KIA, 2 WIA. No frlendly casualtles. Several
huts were destroyed, one resulting in & secondery explosion.
The search disclosed no US or ARVK PWs. The Teem successfully
exfiltrated at lhO?OB_Jun 67. ) _ L

{d) The source acccmpanied the ratd fo;ce and, after
getting into the target ares, determined that this was not

the location where he had been held.
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(e) On 16 June the source reported that he has now
learned that the camp was moved on 7 June, the day foliowing
his escape. He has learned of the posslible relocation site
and 18 attempting to determine Af the US PWs are there.

¥. Recovery Operations, 19-25 Jun 1967+

(1) operetion RIP TIDE. Additional low level cblique
was confronted

Photography of the ares was obtained.
with this photography and picked out the same area ror'the w
camp that had been previocusly plcked by photo Intreperters.

Tha area 1ls very heavily vegetated and no man made canstruction
is visible. will returp to on 27 June to obtain
rreclse measurements from landmarks to the huts al%egedly

containing the Wis.
(2) operation ANGLER. The source was redispatched on

23 June with.the UHF homer. ZEFlectronie survelllance willl

commence on 2 or 3 July. a -

(3) operation SWAP. No change.
{4) Operation GRENADE. No change.

i 2. Hecovery Opberations, 2956 Jun - 2 July 1967#»

(1) operation RIP TIDE. No change.
(2) Operation ANGLER. No change,
(3) Operation SWAP. HNo change.

(4) Operation GRENADE. No change.
(5) Operation QUICK TIME

(a) This operation commenced to develop 10 Jun; 67 when
JYRC recelved information through Sth SFG that fonr US PHs
were belng held Just inside Cambodia at coordinates
m Source 1s s PRU reconnaissance unit member who
poses as & trader aléng the border. Tihe inrcrmatiéh was

provided by several Cambodian traders who stated that there

s

T 7 COMUSHACV Msg, 2853/27075G2 Jun &7
%::f;é§7;OMUSHACV Msg, 2977/0407152 Jul 67
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had been s;ven US PWs but three had been taken awsy to an 1
unknovn destinstion. The FRU source personally observed 2
the house (known as‘house) from a distance of 3
300 yards but dad not see the US FWs due to & high fence y
arocund the house, 5
(b) This information tallied with previous information 6
furnished by CRD, Reg IV in March and April from another 7
source that this same house 15 used as a temporary detention 8§
point and wey station. It is also alledged that the house 9
- 1ls used for high level V¢ briefings. This source iz a 30
Canbedlan businessman who lives in the area, On 7 April 11
the source saw four US FWs at They were 12
being displayed in the area for propagandsa pu-rpo'sea- 13
(c) Another sighting reported two US PWs kept in this 14
vicinity for several hours and then moved to an unknown 15
destination. ) - 16

(d) CRD, Reg IV and 5th SFG were requested to continue 17

- the eoll2ction effort. Their combined effort, uslng the 18
Ay PRU agent, disclosed that the four US FWs reported on 19
10 June were seen by & trader to be taken into the house 20

on 6 or 7 June and they were moved by venhicle north on 21

Route 93 at 0600 hours, 11 Jun 67. They had beep detsined 22

there approximately five days. 23
(e) Current atatus 1s as follows: 2y

d. A detailed description of the house and 25
surrounding vicinity has been received. 26

2. Oblique photography has beén flown but not ae 27

yet received by JPRC. ) . 28

3. Surveillance has been increased to permit the 29
earliest possible report of the renewed presence of 30

TOP SECRET

US FWs 1n order tc be able to launch a recovery operetion3dl
within the detention pattern time frame of ons to four 32
days, 33
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(6) Operation BANDITO

(a) On 27 Jun 67, JPRC received informaticn that a 1
platoon of the HOA HAO reinforced by 400 Khmer Serad 2
fought a VC unit in Cambodis on 20 mnd 21 Jun 67. The V€ 3
lost and the Khmer Seral gained custody of ni.fxe US FPua; Y
five Caucasian and four Negros. They &are béiné held 5
approximately 20 km inside Cambodia opposite’Tinh Elen &
District, Chau Dot Province, ) 1

(v) The source departed on 27 Jun to obbtain photographs K
and identities of the PWs with the suggestion that 1f datae 9
provese setisfactory he can arrange a meeting along the 10
border. . 11

(¢) Information has been furnished CRD, Reg IV, as to 12
the amount of money that may be gaid for each returned Py 13
and, upon the return of ﬁpe souree, a JPRC representative 14
wlll go to Chau Doc to aspist in negotiating the detalls of 15
the release. 16
(7) operition STIFF JOINT 17

Raiand (a) Pintail 02, an F+105, was reported d.mm- 14
_ CAF sircraft remained on scene with SAR 19
gircraft, JOLLY GREEN and AlBs, to arrive 1B55H. Flntall 20

01 had reported a good chute and strong beeper. Alreraft on 21
scene did not have pllot in sight but hold a strong beeper. 22

(b} SAR aircraft errived on scene 1508H and had 23
difficulty establishing electronlec contsct. AlEs reported 24
recelving ground fire from valley to west of site. At 25
1950K JOLLY GREEN established voice contact with Pinteil 02 26
and alsc reported receiving gx:ound ﬂ_z;e. JOILY GREEN-was 27
unable to loesllze the downed pllot end a.t- 20218 ell forces 28
departed area to resume SAR effort at first light. 29

(e} 7th AF contacted JFRC and requested & BRIGHT LIGHT 30
Team be made availlable for a joint rescue effort to be 31

launched from Nakhon Phanom RTAFB on morning 3 July 4f pilot 32

TOP-SECRET \
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location could not be pinpointed. The BRIGHT LIGHT Team
closed at NKP at 0326H. 4dditionally, s Combat Spear
sircraft with M4A contalner was deployed to Danang to be
on station there avallable to effect & highpperformance
drop by FUC of Fulton Ground Staetion and sul_zsft}uent HC-130
Plckup if needed.

(d) ALEs returned to area after first 1ifht 3 July and
estanlighed volce contact with Plntall 02, RESCAP £lights
fterilized the ares and JOLLY GREEN $9 moved in for the

1
2
3
h
5
£
7
8
9

plckup at 08558, This time JOLLY GREEN was sble to pinpeint 10

downed pilot's location and, although receiving ground fire, 11

was able to mske an ARRS combat save. Survivor was 1n good 12

conditlion.

{e) BRIGHT LIGHT assets were returned to base after SAR

effort successfully termi_na.ted.

&
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aa. Recovery Operatlons, 3-9 Jul 19671

(1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) Late on 7 July, the source, was peturned to

Saigon. On B July, the following information was passed to
JPRC: the former pr.isnn guard commander, has now been
tranaferred from the wmunitions factory bae.k- c::.guard duty at
the PW camp. The camp has been moved some 1,600 meters north
af its previous location. There are now six US Pus ;.n the
camp, all in relatively good health. 15 most anxious to
return to GVN contrel as a Chieu Hoi and wishes to bring the
six US PWe with hlm,

(b)_is currently performing duty from g,zoo to
2,400 a5 gusrd over PWs. There are two other guards, The
only other force in the vicinity_is a leoecal force VC Pletoon
ecme distance a\my.‘will dispose of the two guaras,
cut the chains which secure the PWs during the hou; of
darkness and lead them over land to the MeKong River (a
distancd af three to‘ four kilometers) where ‘will be
walting with a seven-meter sampan to move them all down
river to the border,

(c) Preliminary planning is being conducted with a view
to use of USN River Patrol Boats in conjunctlon with

helicopter gunships to rendezvous with-&.t the border,

off-load the US P‘Hs,-rrom the smpan which
would then be sunk, and return to _}Hhich

ls the staging area for the patrol.
{d) Detailed planning and coerdination will be conducted

early next week with & view toward execution late in -the

week. In the meantime, a plstol with silencer and chein

dutting toola capable of being smuggled by-into tha

camp are being obtained,

— e - ——— e -

[— I

kefs) COMUSHMACY Msg, 3106/1108552 Jul &7
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(2) Cperation ANGLER. III MAF survelllance for the UHF
homer on 4 July, As of the end of the reporting period it

had not beasn detected.

{3) Operation SWAP. No change.

(4) Operation ORENADE. Mo change.
(5) Qperation QUICK TIME. Three different atfempts have

been made to gailn usable photography of the area of interest,
Hone of the photography received has been satisfactory and
- efforts continue to obtain higher quelity photography in order
to pin point the house and surroundings for planning purposes.
(6) Operation BANDITO
Reference: COMUSMACY message (S) MACS0G CITE 3023,
dtg 0707002 Jul 67. It 1s understtod that the RVNAF chain

of command is working out details of the letter of agreement

that will grant permissicn for the three Kmmer Sera: Companies 15

to enter SVN. The CG, IVJETZ 1s hopeful of receiving it or
furthersinstruetlons’ prier to & meeting acheduled for 11

whay July with the Hoa Hac negotiator. The Senler Advisor, IV
CTZ willl have an observer at this meeting.

bb. Recovery Operations, 10-16 Jul 19677

{1) Cperation RIPTIDE

(a) The recovery plan remained as reported previously
with two minor changes; (1) Due to duty perlod the
operaticn was slipped 24 hours 8o that he had the 2200-2400
watch, and (EJ-]would accompany-bo the edge of the
camp and backup-hile he killed the guards, at which
time Iwould then go into the camp to aasistugn

freeing the prisoners.

(b) The JPRC field temm met withUon the morning of
13 July. then informed the team that he had been in the

camp on the previous day and that the silenced 22 platel and

the hacksaw had been buried in the camp.

Y;Wéc?/musmci)‘nsg. 323471811227 July 67
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(¢) 'The operatiocn was activated .on 14 July with the
PBRs on station in the Mekong River Just below the border
by 2230H. The bhoats remained on station until first light

walting Cor the Sampan. Neither the Smpan,.or-]

appeared and surveillance was terminated. _ |
(d) On the contingency that‘and the Prisoners had

4
been able to exeapt, but were unable to reach the yiver and

were rfareed te hide durdng the day due to the presgnce of

U o -~ onoowm e W N

hostlle forees, the operation was set up to run again on the
night of the 15 July. No contact wae made this night, snd the 1D
cperation was terminated, ‘ 22

(e) The 135th MI Op personnel are making every effort to 12
determine the events wWnleh precluded the successful recovery 13
aof six US prisaners. ~ . 1%

——

(2) Operation ANGLRER, The source should report back about 2223 15

July with information on the' loecation of the cemp and the 16
status of bhe UHF homer, Electronic aurveillance was maintained 17
through 16 July with negative results. 18

{3) Operation SWAP. 4s no progrees hes been made on this 19
cperation sinte 9 June, 1t ia dropped from the active 14t 20
pending further developments which warrant it's activation. 21

(4} Operation GRENADE. As no progress has been made on this 22
operation since 16 June, it iz being dropped from the active 23

list pending further developments which warrant it's fetivation. 24

(5) Operation OUICK TIME. No change. v 25

(6} Operation BAHDITO. - . 26

(8) The metting listed in the last report taok place 27

a% 1635 hours on 11 July.at Can Tho. - - - 28

(h)-]cnier MSS, and ARVN S-2, Kien 29

Phong Province conducted the meeting with co, 30

,|CRD, Region IV, repregented 3

S/, IV CTZ, 32
CRET F-8¢ Appendix F
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of the new location (approx 18 kilometers East South East of

CRET

(C)[-l:ald -that he would begln negotiations

to return the Khmer Seral to GVN once proff of the nine Bys

1a received..asreed to arrangs a meeting with‘na

quickly as possible and believes he can bring the proof of

possession to Can Tha about 28 July. Proof is to consist of

a4 group photo of the nine US PHa and a list of their names,
&

ranks and serviee numbers.

ec. Recovery Operations, 17-23 Jul 19670

{1) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) Ro further information has been received which would

1nd1cate'rate._] wife has quéried the Chau Doc
CRD representative several times as to-lﬂhereaboucs.

(b) Efforts are continuing ta determine why the opergtion
falled.
(2) Operation ANOLER

(2) The source returned to Trg Bong District Readquarters

on 14 July end was debiricfed on 17 July,
(b)aThe source arrived in the camp on 2 July, found the
PTi30ners wWere gone and 4id not metivate the UHE homer.
(e} The source stated that the US prisoners departed
the camp on 30 June accompanied by 500 VC headed towards Laos,
(d) This operation will nct be reperted on unless future
developments warrant reactivatign,

(3} Operation QUICK TIME. The PW way statlon in Cambodia known

on 1 July. photogranhy

the old location) has been requested. Periodie surveillance

of this location will be initilated as sgon ag possible.

(%) Operatian BANDITO.

(a)-departed Can Tno late in the afternconm on 12 July.
His original estimate of returning by 18 July with proof of
the U.S. PWs was slipped by CRD Can Tho to 19 or 20 July.

TTUSHACY Wsg, 3367/2512127 Jul 67
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(b)
(5) Other activities.

{a) On 18 July MAGIC STONE 404 (Oriskany AUE) was
SAR effort wvas

has not surfaced as of this date.

downed in the vicinity of
suspended until rirst light on the morning of 19 July due
heavy automic weapons fire in the vicinitj'o?'the downed
pllot. JPRC was queried at this time as to the availlability
of a Bright Light team or other possible JPRC assets. It
was determined that the use of a Bright Light team wss not -~
feasiple due £o the hostile AAA envircnment, and the necesslzy
to successfully exfiltrate the tesm by helo arter the pillot
had been located.

(b) At first on the 19th SAR was again nctfvated on HAGIC
STONE 404. The rescue helo was subsequently shot down while
attempting to get in position fér the pickup and SAR was

-
—

again suspended. .

(¢) JPRC explored tée feasibility of employing the Fultcn
Recavery equipped 05130 aircraft ror a night pickup, and it
wat determined to be not feasible due to the heavy
concentration 6f AW/ARA/SAM in the immediate vicinity.

{d) Contact was maintained with the downed piloet
through the 19th end on the morning of the 20th. Two Ala
picked up two JPRC M4-A survival kite at DaNang and
delivered them to the site of MAGIC STONE 404 at 210015H.

(e} There hes been no further information on ﬁAGIc

STONE hoiy,

dd. Recovery Operations, 2U4=30 Jul 1967*

(1) Operation RIP TIDE .

(a} -]wire nade an unannounced Trip to an

undiselosed place for three days on 27 July. Indications are

that she could very possibly have some information on the
whereapouts of

(b) She will be debriefed on her trip and knowledge
of her husbands ‘activities in the immediate future.

CRET
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(2) Operation EANCITU
(a).returned to the 135th MI group on 25 July. Tam
stated that he ran into "difficultles” and was unable to
obtain the identifying data on thaz US PWs.
(b)-was redispatehed on 28 July am.‘: 1_nftructed to

get the identifying information and report back net later

than 3 August. d

Recovery Operations, 31 Jul - 6 Aug 1967

{1) Operation RIP TIDE
(a)mh'ife was debriefed by the 135th MI GP with
no furt owledge or-whereabuuts determined.
{2) Uperation QUICK TIME. No change .
(3) Operatiecn BANDITO
(a)_naa not reported back as directed.

{b) The sincerity or-is seriously deubted, &nd he

is rated as a very poor gource.

(c) Collection efforts are continuing.

(4) Operation SAHARA

(a) Thiz operation was initisted upon receipt of a .
debriefing of & PRU wmember who was a VC prisoner for & year.
He was imprisoned in the vicinity of WQ 02 77,

(b) During the first six months of his imprisorment he
was kept 1in the same hut with six US PWs. These Blx wvere two

Negroes and four caucagians. One of the negroes told the FRU

member that he was a medic and had been captured at Hai Yen.
(¢} In January the camp was moved with the VN and US PWs
placed in two different camps. The PR.U member spent the rest
of' his 6 months imprisonment Towing EI.._IJOE.E daily from the
Vietnamese camp to the US camp carrying rood for the US Pys,
(d) A detatled list of EEI has been furnished the 135th
MI Group for use in a more detailed debriefing,

- ——— - - ——

SHACY Msg, 3525/0110122 Aug 67 -
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(e) Photo and visual recce will be flown on the suspected

area.
(5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN

(a) Sipee Jun 67 there have been an increasing number of

1
2
3
4
TS P¥ sightings in the BS grid zone west of Quang Ngai. S
. (h).bG TF Oregon has been advised and JPRC has offered ta 6
Bend & repregsentative in order to bring available inteliigence 7

into focus and to discuss potential operations. L. 8

{¢c) Intelligence agencies in the area have been tasked 9

to increase their efforte in this arez in order that PW camp 10
locations may be pinpointed.
(6) Other Activities . 12

(a) Agent reports have indicated up to nine US PWa being 13

held by elements of the B-3 Front in Cambodia vieinity YA 54 SO44
(b} Liason trip betwéen JPRC end representativee of the 15

co Uth INF DIV have been accomplished. 16

(¢)sCG ith INP DIV has been granted authority to attempt 17

oy a battle fleld prisoner exchange. 18
(d) The 135th MI CP has furnished the CO 4th ID an 19

) experienced agent handler who is familisr with JPRC and third 20
country operations. The agent from the 135th will advise 21

CO 4th INF DIV of the most suitable method to contact the 22

B-3 Pront Commander. 23

ff. Recovery Operations, 7-13 Aug 1567 - 24

(1) Operation RIP TIDE. No information has bezen received 25

) as to-]rate or location. As no progress has been made 26

on this operation since 15 July it is dropped from the list 27
pending further develcpménts which would™warrant its reactivetion. 28
(2) Operation QUICK TIME. Photogrephy received did not cover 29

the target area due to camera malfunetion. The mission has been 30

re-Tragged, 31

COMUSMACV Msg, 3722/0811422 Aug 67
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(3) Operation BANDITO. During the reporting pericd it was 1
learned that the Deputy Commapnder of the Hoa Hao unit ,- 2
mwas dispatehed on 5 Aug 67 with a camera to get pietures af 3
nine US PWa, As of the close of the period he has not 4
returned. -t 3
(%) Operation SAHARA. It has been discovéreqrthat the source, )

a prisoner released by the VC, 1s not a member of the PRU as 7
alledged. Attempts to verify his story continue as does m search 8
for a second source of information. o
(5) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEM. 10
(8) A JPRC representative Spent the pericd B-10 Aug 67 11

with Task Force Oregon. Much of the information’collated by 12
JPRC was not known to that hesdquarters. The C~2 was given 13

a thorough briefing on the accumilated sighting data and 14
the TF collectilon effort has been intensified. —_ 15
{b) Documents that have been recently captured in the 16

TAOR wexe sent to CDEC for expedited translation, The initial 17
screening indicates some diselosure °of names, paesible 18
locations, and csdres of PW camps. 19
(6) Other Activities: On 11 Aug 67 a JPRC represedtative 20
visited Headquarters, Lth Inf Div, to confer with the CO and a
G~2. Their plan of action to contact the B-3 Pront Commander to 22
negotiate a prisoner exchange was to be presented te the CG a3
for approval on 12 Aug. JPRC assistance was offered to locate 24

NVA prisoners Irom that Pront er funds to pay for release, should 25

elther of these be the exchange price. Recrulting continues for 26

& sultable individual({s) to establish contact. ) 27
Recovery Operations, 14220 Aug 1967% - - ’ 28
(1) Operation QUICK TIME 29

(a) Photography flown was again not suitable and is being 30
re-flown. It ia expected to be avallable on or about 23 Aug 67, 3

1sg, 3895/1511452 Aug 67

RET P-g4 Appendix 7

IT\



TOP SECRET

{b) Although no new informaticn has been recsived
concerning the new location of the suspected way station
several reports have been received indicating PU camp
Caucasian PWs are slleged to be held along with 40 to 50
Vietnemese, Cambodian and Chinese PWs at the latter locatilon.

Another source has reported a PW camp in tree houseg a.t.

-NO US were reported held here.

{¢) In view of all of this eetivity in the general

Ww m =~ M W - o ony

[
o

vieinlty the collection effort continues.
(2) Operation BANDITO ) 11

(a)_]deputy, oet with'(the lgader of the 12
Khmer Sersl) on 5§ August refused o furnish esny praof 13
of the US PWs a2 he did not bengvlwuten statement 1k
that his Khmer Seral unlt would be accepted into the GVN with 13

n:-'.aa Hao unit.-will not release any US PWs until 156

he sees- Hos }13,9 cross the border into Vietnam. It the 17

o~ Hoa Hao are allowed 1n,-[u111 follow with the Khmer 18
¥ and the US Puws. 1§
(b).was detained by in Cembedia for a short 20

perdod of time Gue to distrust or.Dur!.n 2l

detention he obssrved two US PW'a, the descriptions were 22

passed to-] whoin turn informed the CRD Can Tho. The 23
deseriptions included one negro and one caucaslan,, one of . 2k

whon repaired radios ror[-] 25

(c) If the GVN will not allow the Hoa Fao and Ehmer Serai 2€

into SVH without proof eof the US PHs,'will terminate 27
negatiations with.}lf negotiations are teminated',i el
has suggested that his forees can effect the release of the 29
PWs 1f furnished ammunitlon for Bren guns, BARs, Thompson 30
submachine guna and hand grenaces. 31

5) GOMUSHACY Msg, 4041/221406Z Aug 67
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{d) As of the close of the period.bad not arrived

at Can Tho to pass the zbove information to

the negotiator for Cd, IV CTZ. JPRC believes that the
CG, IV CTZ, iz not disposed to continue negotlations
without some proof of possession being furnished by[‘-l_l
and-:]although from our standpoint there 1s little
to be logt and poasible much to be gaineé by going along

oo [ acance.
Bl

(3) Operation SAHARA. An erronecus trenslation of the

ariginal Vietnamese debriefl of described him as & PRU. Hhen

re=checked, it was found that he was a Popular Porces saldier.

The collectlon effort contlnues. R
{4) Operation SHAMROCX SEVEN. No change

(5) Other Activities. There has been no change in the
status of the P¥W Exchange negotlation effort being initisted
by €3, 4th Inf Div, "

« .
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hh. Recovery Operations, 21-.27-August 1967*
(Ib\‘ (1) Operation QUICK TIME. Photography flown on 23 August

vas unsultable., Pertinent peracnnel have been briefed on
the photography required and sultable photography ie
expected shortly. - -

(2) Operation BANDITO, No change. ,

(3) Operation SAHARA, A photographic mosalc of the area
of Ainterest has been constructed. If the source is sable to

D =~ O W oW N

identify the camp, raid plenning with SA IV CTZ will commence. 10

1
“ (4) Operatlon SHAMROCK SEVEN. JPRC received sdditianal 11
intelligence on the area from III MAF. A JPRC representative 12
wa3 dispatched to €O III MAF to brief selected personnel 13
on information which JPRC has collated in the area. Aerial 1}
photography and infra-red imagery failed to confirm the 15
location of two alleged camps. III MAF intends to pass 16
existing intelligence to CG.Task Force Oregon for further 17
evaluation and study. |, 18
g (5) Oge:ation LUCKY LEAF 19
(a) JPRC received an abbreviated debriefing report of 20
N PW soldier who was captured by the VO in 1962, and escaped 22
on 9 August 1967, 9Two U.S. persennel were brought to 22
the camp during April of 1965. One of the US was a negro 23
Master Sergeant, the other being a caucasisn Captain. 24
(b) In February 1967, the source was detalled to camp 25
Work parties whieh obtained fish and cut wood, He was 26
able to escape from his guard while fishing. 27
{c) Photography of the area was shown to the source and 28
he was able to identily work &nd fishing sites. Subsequently 29
he was flown over the area by a PAC, and was able to 30
localize the camp location by tree patterns to within 31
200 metears, 32

MUSHACV Tisg, U4183/2911312 Aug 67

~
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TOP
{d) Source wes polygraphed with no deaeptlon noted. 1
-, {e) On the basis of the aource being sble to 2
( J localize the cawmp, with corroborating informatioen, 3
. raid planning was {nitiated. Planning for this mission 4
continues with a target date for execution approximataly 5
13 Septembar 1967, - 6
) (6) Other Activities. &th Infantry Division Exchange 7
. Program. No further informatiom. b ]
11, Recovery Operations, 28 August-3 September 19673 v 9
- (1) Operation QUICK TIME, No change. 10
(2) Operation BANDITO. No change, ] ) 1
(3) Operation SAHARA 12
13
1y
15
(b) The source stated that he was willing to domtset & 16
friend who was the camp :ommander in an effort to persuade 17
- him to rally with the three US PWs allegedly held, 18
(¢) The sgurce was polygraphed with gquestionable results,l9
(d) Debrief of the source is continuing. 20
(4) Operation SHAMROCK SEVEN 21
(a) On 1 September, the 2nd Bn, 502nd, Airborne 22
Infantry of Task Force OREGON raided PW campa at- 23
- TWenty-two indigenous persennel wers 24
removed from the camp at[-] The breakdov,;n of ‘25
the perscnnel is as follows: One VC 26
One RF PVT 27
One CIDG PYT 28
Three Civil Defendents 28
Sixteen Innocent Civilians 30
(b) The camp at-did not contain any 'prisuner:,Bl
however, the raid force reported evidence that US PWs had 32
. been held in that leocation. Battlefield interrogetion 33
g MATV Misg, 4299/051140Z Sep 67
" TOP_SECRET P-58 Appendix F
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of the individuals recovered at ‘.ndicated

(— that US P¥s had been in the camp, but evacusted
approximately 30 days previoualy.

(¢) A1l recoversd YNs have been turned over to the
135th MT AP to determine their knowledge of US PHa, and
camp proeedures.,

(d) The SHAMROCK SEVEN area remains an :';raa ef _1intense
interest to JPRC and information concerning US PW= in

this vieinlty will continue to be metively pursued,

~d
(5) Operation LUCKY LEAF. JPHC ims pttempting to move
the reild target date from 15 September to 9 September in
an effort to execute the raid gs sgcn as practilesal.
{6) Other Activitiea. bth Infantry Division Exchange
Program. No change, .
a3y
- D ‘
~
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J3. Recovery GOoerations, 4-10 September 1967* 1
{1) Operation QUICK TIME : 2
(a) Suitable photography of thils area has been obtained. 3
Initial readout falled to verify the location of the sus-~ 4
pected way station. - - 5
{b) A detail analysis of the photogréph; ¥ill be made, 6

{2) QOperation BANDITQ - 7
{a) No contact has been made with-or Hoa Hso arHB

of the Khmer Seral since 5 August. 9
(b) €O, Region IV 135th MI GP has been requested to 10

develop new sources or means of communicating with the Hoa Hadl

and Xhmer Serai units who allegedly hold the US priscners. 12

(3) Operation LUCKY LEA® 13

(a) This operation is scheduled to be ¢oncdugted an 14
1 October under control of SA IV CT2Z. The postponement 15
from the previously acheﬁuled date of 13 September was 16
made to,permit additdonal time for planning and rehearsal 17
by personnel who will conduct the operation. 18

{b} The tentative plan is to use Special Forces personnel 19

to g&ssault and secure the camp whlle a reserve force is kept 20

T

&~

in poasltion to react immedietely to the needs aof the 21
situation. 22
(4) Operation SAHARA 23
(a) The source,‘waa unable to locate the PY camp 2h &—
on & photographliec mosaic of the erea, a5
(b).WIll be flown on an aerial reconnaissapce of the 26
area. ) 27
(5) Operation SHAMROCK VII. KNo further ififormation. 28

(6) Other Activities. U4th inrantry Diviaion Exchange Program.2?

The unlt 1s stlll trying to develop a suitable source to 30

contact the B-3 Pront Commander. 1

f ]Ej éOHUSMIEU ksg, U435/121211% Sep 67
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kk. Recovery Operations, 11-17 September 1967#
Ve £1) Operation QUICK TIME _

{a) Detailed readout of photography failed to
indicate the location of the suspected way station.

(b) Because Anformation has not been developed as
expected, this cperation is being dropped Trom the motive
1ist of projecte. s
- (2} Operation BANDITO. No new developmenta.
(3) Operation LUCKY LEAP
< (a) Planning continues.
{b) JPRC furnished SA IV CTZ with area,analysis charta
cbtained for them from the Combined Intelligence Center

Vietnam,

(4) Operation SAHARA. !uaa flown on 8 VR on 16 September.

He pointed out, as the camp location, an area 20 KM SW of the
area originally claimed, J%Hc requested Reglon IV, 135th
MI Gp, to attempt to reconclle this discrepaney.

(5) Opetation SHAMROCK VII. No further information.

(6} Other Activities. 4th Infantry Division Exchange.

No ohange.

11, Recovery Operations 18-24 September 19§7#%

3

(1) Operation BANDITO _

(a) No contact has been made with the oripinsl source

{v) Region IV, 135th MI GF, has been unshle to develop
8 new source o contact the RHoa Hao or Ehmep Sarai. Unless
reerulting efforts are =2uccessful py 30 September 1967,
this operation will be dropped from the sctive 1ist of
projects, .

(2) Operation LUCKY LEAF

(a) Planning continues.
(b) US 25th Infantry Division will provide a battallen

gized reaction force for this operation.

CV Msg, 460371912322 Sep 67
COMUSHACY Msg, L776/2612182 Sep 67
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(3
(4)

(c) Schedule of events:

1. 1 Oectober - Infiltration by Special Porces
personnel,

2. 1-5 Ootober - Movement to and reconnaissance
of target. A determipation will be made 24 to 36
hours after infiltration as ta-recommsnﬁgd movement
time of the reaction force. ) -

3. 4=6 October - Movement of reaction force to
staging area and deployment. Linkup of reaction and
reaovery force and extraction of POus,

B, 6-8 October - Debriefing of recovery force and
preparation of after actlon report. .

Operation SAHARA. MNo new developments.

Operation SHAMROCK VII _

(a) Recapitulation. .This nickname wes assigned to an

area in vhich a large number of FOW sightinga ha@ been

made. & rald conducted in this area on 1 September resulted

N

in the recovery of 20 VN personnel held captive by the

ve.

Interrogation of returnees has not revealed any new

information on US PWs eor VO camp procedures.

(b) Reference to thle area es SHAMROCK VII area iz no

longer conajdered ugseful and will be discontinued with this

report. Future operations in the area will be asgigned

individual nickmanes,

(5) Operation BATON ARROW

(a) On 22 September, the JPRC received a report indicating

that two US POWe were being exhibited by a VC foree in Vinh

Binh Provinee. This.information was.received from xéa

separate Bsources who belleved that they knew where additional

exhiblts were to be held.

{b) Acting upon this information, a JPRC representative

visfted Can Tho to determine if a recovery operation was

feaslible,

F-102 Appendix F
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(c) At present, there i1s Ansufficient intelligence 1

to launch an operation; however, all avallable resources 2
are being utilized in an attempt éo digcover the location 3

l af the POWs, 4
(d) The nickname BATON ARROW has been assigned to this 5
activity. - - 6
{6) Other Activities. U4th Infantry Division Exchenge, 7

No chanpge. - 8
mm. Recover erations, 25 Sentember~l Octobar 19670 9
(1) Operation LUCKY LEAF 10
{a)} Operationa began as scheduled with the infiltration 11

of Special Porces peraonnel into the frea on the night of 12

‘ 13

1-2 October,
{b) The reaction force for this operatliorn 1s a battalien 14

from the US 9th Infantry Division. The BRIGHT LIGHT report 15

for the pericd 1B through 25 September 1967 erronewmsly 16
reported this unit a9 a gattalion from the 25th US Infantry 17
Division. 18
(2) Operation SAHARA. HNo new developments. 18
(3) Operation BATON ARROY 20

{a) There has been no sighting of the U3 POWs since the 21
ones reported to JPRC on 22 September. 22

(b) No information has been received from the original 23
sources slnce 21 Septeaher, . a4

{c) A measenger has been dispatched to re-essablish 25
contact with the ¢riginal sources. 26
{U) Operation BANDITO - 27

(a) Ho contact with the original scurce-ne_gs.on v, 28
135¢h MI GP, has been unable to reerilt a” source to 29
contact the Heoa Hao or Xhmer Seral. 30

(b) This project 1s being dropped Trom the active list n

of prajects, 3e
:Iﬁﬁiggﬁusﬁxcv Msg, £919/0311472 oct 67
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nn. Reaovery Operatiqns, 2-8 October 19671
{1) Operaticn LUCKY LEAP . .

(a) The U3SF team was infiltrated into the area early
I
in the morning of 2 October. The team remained in the

area for 35 hotrs searching for 2igns of the ecamp.
The team was exfilled at 1700 on 3 October without finding
svidence of B camp and without contact with hoatile forces.
{b) The Vietnamese source was returned' to Can Tho and
turned over to the Vietnamese Special Ferces 3-2 for
interrogation. .During this interrogation it became apperent
that the source had falsified several statements. He hag
been previocusly polygraphed with no adverase reacti_c:_!_m.
(c) Thisa cperation was terminated on 3 Qotcber without
committing reaction.forcea.
(2) e;atian SAHARA

(3) Operation BATON ARROW. The messenger has not returned,

and po further information is avallable,
(4) ush Infantry Division. No change.

=Y CM:LT?“.. ACV Mag, 5039/101108Z Oct 67
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oo. Recovery Operations, 9-15 October 1967¢

) (1) Operation LUCKY LEAF, This operation terminated
cn 3 October 1967. Subsequent interrogation of source

fgiled to reveal any new information. This report 1s being
dropped from the active list,

(3) Operastion BATON ARROW, No new developments,
{4) Operation RIP TIDE, This operation was closed out

on 13 August 1967; however, the source of the operation,
-haa been arrested by the HS3 and being interrogated

by them.
{a) Operation RIP TIDE wea executed on.l4 and 15 Jyly

1967 .with regative resulgs, —
{b) The concept of tbe ocperationh was as follows:

three remaining guards and release the six US POWs.

2. Upon the release of the POUs .-]and

the POWa were to travel plick

up & sampan that had been hidden there, and bring the

3+ The sampan was to be met just below the border by
8ix PBRa, the pecple taken off and the sampan deatroyed.

(0 e rane vere on Y ;.=

below the border on the night .of the 14/15th until fidet
light with no contaet. The forces were returned to the
surveillance area the night of the 15/16th in the hope that
the release had been delayed 24 hours by!for an

unknown reason.

COMUSMACY Msg, 5207/1713242 Oct 67
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(d) Preliminery interrogation cf-hy the 135th
MI QP indicates:
1. The PONs probably were there during July.
2. ‘I‘hat-di.d not carry out his part of the
cperation due to fear of he:!.rfg unsuccesaful,

- {s) has been turned over to the M3S for a
n thorough interrogation. s
. (5) lith Infantry Division., 1%9th NI OF has been d:;..ractad
to recrult and develop & source to contact tha B-3 front
commander,
'pp. Recovery Operatlions, 16-23 Octcber 1967%

(1) Operation SAHAR

dsiernd,

OHUSMACV Msg, 5348/2412142 Oct 67
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(e) This project is closed. .

(2) Special Recovery f
(8) On 181120 October 1967, a villager from

I | - t2e: o
Americans were trylng to get into South Vistpam from
Cambodia. The Anformgtion was passed thrnugh Special
Fuprces and CRD channela. Repreaentatives o} both .

these organizations took actions to recover the personnel.

{b) On 200600 October,Muho olaims to be a
Hungarian, managed to elud horities, crossed

the border into SVN, and turned himself in at a FF outpost
in Chau Doe Province _j -waa taken to the
24th EVAC Hospltal, Long Binh.

(c) Initlal interrogation reveals that he has no know-
ledge of US POWs, [-_]amms that he voluntarily.
entered Cambodla, and that he was being held by Cambodlang
PHNOM PEHH for deportation to Hungery, _]elected to
eacape from Cambodia and attempt entry intec SVN. He was
accompanled in his escape by an individual, one of twelve,
who clsims to have been working for the US in SWN.
and this man parted company at the Cambodian/SVN border when
they wers taken under fire by a Cambodien outpost. Subse-
quent information indicated that this man has been
recaptured by the VC. The twelve individuals mentioned
above -Were dressed in camouflage sults cof the same type
Worn by CIDGQ personnel, -

(d)-lphysical condition is considered to be good.

He was initially interrogated.by members of the 135th MI GP,

(e)The AMEMB, Saigon, is aware of
actlion to determine his status.

{f) This is a one time report.

QR SEgggg F-107 Appendix F
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qq. Hecoverir Operations 24=30 October 1967%

2, (1) Operation BANDITO
( (a) This operation was dropped from the active 1ist

- of projects on 3 Octeober 1967 because no tontact could be L
made with the original source,g and a suitable £
source could not be resruited to re-esteblish contact 6
wWith the Hoa Hao or Khmer Serel unlts in Cambodia, 7
. (b) On 23 Qctaober 1967, & new source came to the 8
attention of JPRC. states that he was g
i sent to Saigon to contact representatives of the io
Vietnamese government for the purpose of negotiating an 11
agreement to return a 620 man Hoa Hao Unit, now located in 12
Cembodia, to governmment control. !has been at this 13
effort in 3aigon since 15 May 1967, ik
(¢) The documents carried by ppear authentic, 15
M alleges that the Hoa Hao unit holds elght US persomnnel. 1€
For this reason, and be:;:aun of the similarity between this 17
and thespast history of BANDITO, this development will be 18
[ ! explored further by JFRC. 19
(2) Operation WAYRARER 20
- (a) Since 9 September 1967, there have been 11 reports al
of US FOWs being sighted in Dinh Tuong Frovince. 22
{b) Each report refers to two or three US POWs being 23
escorted by & heavily armed VC force. 2L
(¢) In an attempt to increase the collection e-:l‘fort, 25
and £ix the locatlon of the POWs, a JPRC representative 26
- will brief representatives of the intelligence collection 27
agencles operating in the area of the reported sightings, 28
1d) The code name WAYFARER has been assigned to this 29
operation, 30
(3) bth Infantry Division Neogitations. No new 31
developments. 32
F%ng, 5542/0213362 Nov 67
N
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1

rr. Recovery Opeprationa, 31 Oectober-6 November 1967%

. (1) Operatlion BANDITO

|
., (e) Sevaral meetings have been held with_

-)to dlscuss the situation and conditicns for release
of the US personnel being held by the Hoa Hag. Thers

have been no new developments.

(b) Investigation ofﬁ backgrounc{ leads to doubts
eoncerning the valldity of hils statements; however, the
eharacter of the VN individuals who are sponsaﬁng@
i1s such thst a certain amount of credence must be given
to his story.

{c¢) JPRC will continue to develop this situation.

{2) Operation WAYPARER. No new developmenta.

(3) 4h Infantry Division,  No new developments.
(4) Other Activitles,

Redlo Hanol has announced that three

US Army sergeants,

)
are to be relezsed by the NLF aof VN, JPRC 1s monitoring
the actlons being taken to recelve these indlviduals if and
when they are relessed,

83. Recovery Operations, 7-13 November 1067##

(1) Operation BANDITO

{a) Continued interviews and investigations of_ .

‘ the new source, revezled him to be a prevaricstor
whe had fabricated his bona fides,
(v) Thils operatlion will be held in abeyance until a new

source 1s found.

(2} Operation WAYFARER, No new developments.

(3) 4th Inrantry Division. No new developments,

{4) Prisoner Release

OMUSIAACV Msg, 5698/071255Z2 Nov 67
COMUSMACY Msg, 5822/1013072 Hov 67 .-

F-109 Appendix F
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{a) JPRC coordinated and planned with other agencles ta

ny

arrange for immedliate care and debriefing of the three

US POWs released in Cambodia by the VC. These efforts

rr

were negated due to the clreumstancea of releasa.

{b) The three sergeants will be debriefed in CONUS by

in

members of the 525th MI GF, USARV, who are familiar 6

=3

with and respeonsive to JPRC requirementa,

‘N

- (5) Bescue of US Personnel. On 8 November, this organization

eoordinated g rescue effort In Laos that resulted in the g
recovery of four US personnel, S04 assets alse logated six 1¢
U5 KIA in the aresa., These six had previously been 1listed 11
as MIA as 8 result of the same inecident. . 12
tt. Recovery Operations, 1L-20 November 1967% 13
(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developmenta, 1
{2) Operastion RIP TIDE _ . 15
(a) the soureg of this operation, has been 16
debriefed by the MSS. A recapitulation of the RIP TIDE 17
operatign is given in the BRIGHT LIGHT report for the 18
period 9 October through 15 October 1967. DNebriefing 19
failed to reveal any reason forg failure to ocarry 26
out his part of the operation other than that he was too 21
scared. 2z
(h)E_j the MSS captain who debriered- 23
believes that there is some valldity to the basic story . 28
preaented byﬁ The captain visiten and has 25
made contact with another individual |_»mo has knowledge 26
of the camp. jintraduced this source to@ 27
(e} who states frankly that he is motivated 28

by the poesibility of the reward, believes that he can 29
develop other sources of information on this camp locatilon, 0
and possibly carry off a recovery operation. n

: 17 COWUTTACY Mag, S9T1/211044Z Yov 67
TOP SE@ F-110 Appendix F
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(d)!]doeg not trust @ and does nat intend
to have him asscciated with the operatlon -;m
coordination with a special agent of the 525th MI GP is
developing a plan of operation.

(e) JPRC will monitor end assist.

(3) Cperation DAMP ABBEY

hy

LYY

i

m

{a) On £ November, a walk-in source at Pet B-55, 7

5th SFGA, Saigon stated that he knew of twa US POWs who ;

were belng held in & tunnel under a pagoeda near My Tho ) g

= . 1c
{(b) He stated that he would return to Det B-55 on 11 12

November with a friend from MY THO who had seen the POWa 1z

&nd would produce photographs of them and provihe the 12

exact location of the tunnel. 1L

{(e) Source fatled to return on 11 November and it was 1s

subsequently learned tha% he had been errested by the 1€

National Police on ar ab;ut 14 November. He 1s being held 17

in Jail™in Saigon, charge unknown. 1g

~dsi (d) Military Intelligence {tnhe Central Registry Detachment)l®
) 15 now bandling the case snd will attempt to contact the 2c
' saource or hie wife in order to learn the identify of the 21
individual in My Tho who is the actusl source of information 22

concerning the US POWs, 23

(e) The name DAMP ABBEY has been assigned to this 25

operation, . ' 25

{4) 4th Infantry Division._ No new developments. 26

(5) JPRC submitted EEI to the USAINTC for detriefing of 27

JPRC 1is closely monitoring 2k

the debriefings of these individuals with a view towaéd 29
determining the exact location of the camp or camps in which 30

they were held. ) 3
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uu. Recovery Operatlons, 21-27 Novembar 1957%
L
(1) Operation WAYFARER

{a) on 22 November 1967, two reports were received

of sightings of US POWs 1ln the WAIFARER area on 15

November 1947. Both sights were of US POWs.being

moved under VC guard.

’
4

{b) On 25 November 1967, a report wss received of &

lone US POV being held in a cottage in a hamlet reported

to be pratected by two VC companles.

(¢) In both above instances 1t was not possible to

take metion msince the source's information was dated,

(d) Attempted recovery operation in the amea would

be extremely difficult for the fallowlng reasong:

2. Tt 13 difrlcult to cbtain detalled timely

information on US POWa in the area since the srea is

under V¢ control,

a 2. The US POMs appear to be heavily guarded by the

VC.
Wik

9 September 1967 indicate they have been chperved moving

2. It 18 @ifficult to filx the locatlon of the US

FQOMa mince a majority of the reporta received since

under VC escort. They do not appear to be kept in the

same grea for more than a rew days and there is no

indicetion of a permanent POW camp in thils area.

(2) Operation RIP TIDE

(a) as been released by the MSS and is no longer

&ssoclated with the operation,

(b) @or the MSS in coordination with & -

speclal agent of the 525th MI GP 1s attempting to develop

new sources In the CHAU DOC area.

";Eé‘ﬁéﬂrcomu HACY Msg, 6088/2813092 Nov 67
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(e) JPRC will monitor and assist,

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY
(a) Special agents of military intelllgence {the

Central Reglatry Detachment) have been denlied access %o

the walk-in source who 18 presently in }all in Salgon

-

under ¥N control.
{b) They Bre now attempting to locate gnd contact the
wife of the walk-in. She is reported to know the -

individual in MY THO who 1s the actual souree of informatien

concerning the US POMs,
(4) Uth Infantry Division Exchange .

(2) The Uth Infantry Division proposes to dispateh
a NVA priscner, Yrecently captured in DAX TQ aréa, to
the B-3 Pront Commander with & message that proposes a
Battlefield exchange of PQWs,

{b) The letter, in ﬁfth English and Vietnames@, would
propose & one-~for=one e;change of prisoners of comparable
rank. *The letter provides detalled information for the
B=-3 Pront Commander as to methods by which he can
communicate his acceptance or rejection of the proposal,
or hls willingness to negotiate the exchange. A sultable
location in SVN, near the SE NAN River border with
Cambodla will be proposed as the site of the exchange, or
negotiatlons if required. The letter further stipulatea
that should he agree to the exchange or tao negotihte the
exchange, erch delegation shall not exceed ten men; each
delegation will display & white flag of truce, and the
displey of Natlonal Flags will be prohibited; the combat
forces of either Eiée ey be no closer than 5 kiloheters
from the exchange site; that the exchange or negotiatlons
will be without ceremecny and that photography will not

be permitted.
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{c) The plan envisions a one-for-one €xchange as &an
initial proposal. However, the Wth Divislon will be pre-
pared to negotlate for an ilncreased ratle of NVA to US
should they so request. Also, JPRC has indicated that a
sum of up to $5,000 may be offered during any, initisl

. negotiations for each Uth Div member now in the hands of
the NVA. ’

{d} 4th Div has requested authority to dispatch the
NVA prisoner with the letter proposing the exchange of
the 4th Div prisoners now in the hands of the NVA for a
like number of NVA prisoners captured by the 4th Div.
Additionally, they have requested authority to.negotiate
the number and rank of priscners to be exchanged for
personnel now held by the NVA. | I

{(e) Permission has heen passed for 4th Div to__

' initiate theirpproposed.plan.

2. JPRC representatives will visit Can Tho on

28 Nov to pass available information to the IV GORPS
G-2 and G-3 advisors and Company D, 5th SFOA.
Possibilities of a recovery operation will also be

discussed.

_— !
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1

2

3

%

vv. Recovery Operations, 28 Nov-8 Dees 1967% . .. . 5
(1) Operation WAYFARER. HNo new developments. [
(2) Operation RIP TIDE. JPHC has made arr;ngementa to 7
transport of the MSS and a speclal agent of the . 8
525 MI QP to Chau Doc to initiate & program to develop new S
sources of information on the camp location as proposed by 10
in mid~-Novemher. ) 11

(3) Operation DAMP ABBEY . 12
(a) 525 MI GP hac been unable to make contact with 13

the walk-in source of information for this operation, 14

vho is being held in jaikl in Saigon. —_— 15
(b} Investigation Oflli police record indicates 16

that 113.\ July 1957, he ne dismissed by USOM, AMEMB, for 17
1llegal use of government equipment; and in August 1950, 18
he was arrested for organizing the NATIONAL SALVATION 19
PRONT and eharged with plotting treason. There is no 20
record of the action that was taken in either case. 21
{¢) The 525 MI GP is attempting tc contact with wife 22

of to determine whether or not she has knowledge of 23
the information passed byﬁ . -2
(4) Operation DARK JUNGLE 25
(a) On 24 Nov, CI, ITI MAF received a report from the 26

3d Marine Division which indiecated the possibility of = a7
28

VC prison camp containing 100 prisoners located within

the grigd squarm 25

(b) There have been three other reports of VC camps 30
being located in that general area. 31
‘;ﬁ'éﬁm Msg, 6221/051253Z Dec 67
TOP ET P-115 Appendix F
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{c) An airecraft on & photography mission over the

r
LTS

An aireraft equipped with infra-red sensors

area drew fire from positions estimated asﬁmd

flew a second mission over the area and glso drew ground
fire from unknown positions., Thls aircraft .detected
numerous heat emlssions from this area.

{d) additional photography of the area .H‘ill be flown
as soon &8s weather permita, and Ar the location of cemp
can be flixed, a recovery operation will be conducted.

(e) The name DARK JUNQLE has been asgigned to this

operation.

(5) Ath Infantry Division Exchange. No nev developments.
(6}

ww, Recovery Overations 5-11 Dec 1967%

(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments.

;Eﬂ"ﬁco:musm'cv' Msg, 6389/121300Z Dec 67
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(2) Operation RIP TIDE. yaf the MSS end & Special
Agent of the 525 MI GP are presently in Chau Doc¢ setting up
& program to develop the new sources of information on the

loeation of the PW camp in Cambodia.

{3) Operation DARK JUNGLE . - =
(a) Aerial photography of the operationfl area flouwn

on 7 Dec falled to confirm the locatlen OQ'existance ol
the suspected camp containing ARVN PYs.

(b) Enemy strength in the arsea prevents ground
reconnalssance. The nearest point at which helicopters
can land is five kilometers from the suspected camp sita.
A sBurprise airmoblle assault against the camp would be
imposgsible,

{¢) Unless new infeormaticn developsa which would
warrant commltting a large force in a recovery aperation,
there 13 no plan to take immediste action agalnst this
alleged site.

(df Activity in this area will be monitored, but no
further reports on this operation will be made unleas
signiflcant information develops.

(4) Operation TEAMSTER

(a) Since early Nov, JPRC has received three reports
from the 525 MI @P indicating lour posaible PW camps
along the Blen Hoa-Long Khanh Province border, northeast
of Xuan Loc.

{b) On 8 Dec, a JPRC representative visited Zuan Loc
and discussed the situaticn with intelligence personnel
there. Since there.zre no other sources .avallable with
access 1o the area where the camps are allegedly located,
it was decilded to send a small reconnaissance team into
the area.

(¢) The team will be provided by the Long Khanh
Provinelal Reconnaissance Unit (PRU), and 1s tentatively

scheduled to infiltrate the area late next week. Its

i
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£ mission is to determine 1f there are camps containing 1
l US PWs in the area gnd obtain sufficient data to launch 2
a recovery operatlen. 3

(d) In order to assist in the reconneissance, JPRC ]

will provide the Chief, Long Enanh PRU with.all availl- 5

able data, to include seriel photography, %Pformation 6

reports, and EEI. . 7

) {e) This operation bas been given the code name . 8
TEAMSTER. L

{5) Operation DAMP ABBEY . 10

(a) A special agent of the 525 MI dF éontactad the . 11

vwife of the walk-in. However, she was unable to provide 12

him with the identity of the individual in My Tho, who 13

allegedly knows the location of-the two US Pis, 14

{t)} It 15 balleved that the walk=-in, presently in 15

Jail 4in Saigon, is the only person who can identify the 16

_ 1ndivi§yal in My Thp. Thus far, the 525 MI QP has been 17
denied access to the walk-in by the Rational Folice. 18

(¢) Purther attempts will be made to contact the 19

walk=in through an OSA liaison officer to the National 20

Police. If this i3 unsuccessful, the operation will be 21

terminated. 22

{6} Wth Infentry Division Negobiations 23

(a) JPRC representatives visited the headquarters of . 24

the 4th Inf Div and were briefed on the status and progress 25
of this operation. -
(b) A message will be dispatched within 10 days to the 27

B-3 Front Commander -via a captured V£ soldier. . 28

) T N 2
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X%. Recovery Operations, 12-18 Dec 1967%

(1) Operation WAYFARER

{(a) There have been no reported sightings from the
WAYFARER area since 24 Nov.

COIUSMACY Nsg, 6529/191241Z Dec 67
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{b) This project is being dropped from the sctive

list pending further information which would warrant

1ts reactivation.

(2

) Operation RIP TIDE
(n)ﬁor the MSS and the Special_ Agent of the

525 MI GP returned from Chau Doc on 12 Daec.

of

a
(b) ﬁhas established contact with a number

individuals who he believes will be able to provide

infoermation on possible US prisoners being held in

Cambodia.

{3) Operation TEAMSTER. No new developments.
{4) Operation DAMP ABBEY .

{(a) US intelligence collection agencies have been

unable to gain access to the original socurce, ?

-tho We believe to he in the Saigon jall. On_l4 Dec,

representatives of the National Pollce Were querled as

to

his ‘atatus, and they denied that he had ever been

arrested, This 1is contrary to information recelved on

21

Nov from Deputy Chilef, Planning

Pivision, Speclal Pelice Branch of the National Police
who stated thatl‘had been arrested for 1llegal

possession of false papers on or atout 14 Nov.

the OSA Advisor to the Special Branch, Vietpamese.National
Police who will use it to attempt to obtaln aeccess to DUC.

(b) This conflicting information has been given to

{5) 4th Infantry Division Negotiations. No new develop-

ments.

{6)

ET
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yy. Recovery Operations, 19-25 Dec 1967*%
(1) Operation WAYFARER. No new developments.

(2) Operaticn RIP TIDE. No new developmenta.

- (3) Operation TEAMSTER. MNo new developments.

{4) Operation DAMP ABBEY. ©No neWw developments

(9) Operation BLACK KNIGHT

' “ag, 6665/2612452 Dec 67
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26=31 Dec 1967%
(1) Operation RIP TIDE. Ko new developmenta,

%zz. Recovery QOperations

{2) Operation TEAMSTER. HNo new developrments.

r
{3) Operation DAMP ABBEY. No new developments.
(4) Operation BLACK KNIGHT

-

() JCS stated that unless addltioenal intelligence

dictates the requirement for mn immediate reaponse, the

operation should not be executed until at leest one week

Washington approval.

<)) cgmu‘Fs NGV Msg, 20/0212562 Jan 68
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CINCPAC Hemdquarters to undertake a comprehensive study of

MACSOG programs. The team conducted a survey of tha JPRC,
- its zmetivities, plans and programs, and provided phe

followlng conelusions and recommendations concer&ing the

Center: YCONCLUSIONS

- 4

t

TOP

g

JPRC EVALUATION, 1967
} CINCPAC Joint Survey Team

a. In Hovember 1967, & Joint Survey Team convened at

D -1 v I &> W N

"{1) The new JTD, modified to retain the one o4
intelligence officer space, will be adequate to accom-
plioh the JPRC missien.

n{2) The terms of reference provide adequate
authority for the JPRC to perform itz functions and
discharge its responsibllities.

®{3) Sufrfiecient communications facilities are avail-
able to the JPRC to permit the full scope of epera-
tione envisioned by the missicn. -

m(4)

"(5) The largest single problem in location and
recovery of detained US/FWMAF personnel is the lack of
timely and accurate intelligence data.

"(6) The JPRC is operating in accordance with the
germs of reference lssued by CINCPAC, as approved by
CS.

%(7) The present JPRC has very high potential, com-
petent, well qualified leadership, and all personnel
possess the required skills and are well motivated
toward the miasion. -

"(8) Escape and Evasion programs condueted by the
services in SEASIA are progressing in a satisfactory
manner. JPRC ls monitoring these progrem closely in
an attempt to standardize casualty/MIA/detainee
reporting procedures.

"(g) The JPRC post~hostilities plan {wow in draft
form) 1s adequate, and will fulfill the prisoner de-
btriefing requirementa.

YRECOMMENDATIONS

"(1) That the 04 intelligence officer's pasition be
retained vice the 03 recommended in the new JTD,

"(2)

relating to confinement and movement of US/FWMAF
detalnees. To this end, MACSOG should coordinate with

T
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TAF to arrive at a mutual agreement on- sorties, data to
be collected, area of interast, ete. "If Tequilred, a
SICR should ba igsued to obtain this data.

"(3) That COMUSHMACV design a standard procedure for
casualty/MIA/detainee Teporting and the maintengnee af
peracnal data riles (photos, authentlcation syatems,
egiggency addresses, eti.) for use by all services in
SBASIA. ...

"(U) That the JPRC contime in Ats present line of
endeavor. It serves an extremely useful purpose in that
no other grganizatlon or agency provides a central paint
or focal point for data on MIA/detainees in SEASIA.

#(5) That MACSOG explore the feasibility of developing
singleton agent assets specially qualified and trained
for introduection inte NVN for the purpose of penetrating
POW camps for intelligence purposes and to persuade
selected POW guards to defeet with prisoners, or permit
elandestine operations within the prison.”*

b. COMUSMACVs cemments on the above recommendations were

as followva:

"(1) Recommendaticn: COMUSMACY should take aection to:

Retain the 0} intelligence officer's pogition. .
in the new JTD vice the ‘recomended 03.

MACY Comment: Concur. A change request will be
forwarded as soon ag the proposed MACS0G JTD, dated
30 Oct ™67, 1s approved.

"{2) Recommendation:

‘ relating !o !conrinemen!!movement of

U.S8./ FWHAF detalnees.

MACV Comment: oneur,

3 foruarded
om MACY to CINGCPAC on 12 Jan , Btating the
requirement for lncreased intelligence collection
relating to confinement or movement of prisgners of
war, -

"{3) Recommendation:

Design a standard procedure for casualty/MIA/
detainee reporting and for the maintenance of
personnel data fllea for use by all Services in
Southeast Asia. .

MACY Comment: MACY non-concurs in the CINCPAC/
JCS Joint Survey Team reccmmendation that a standard
procedure far casuallty/HIA/detainee reporting and
for the malntenance of personal data flles for use by
all seryices be established in Southeast Asia. Each
military service has developed procedures and forms
to satisfy their particular requirements. ‘The infor-
mation required by the JPRC is contained in all three

.

~

ormats; therefore, a standardized form l1s not required.

regquired.

5) CINCPAC letvter serlal 0001 of 2 January 19683 Subject:
Report of Revlew of MAGS0G Programs {G)

CRET F-125 Appendix
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7{h) Recommendation:
Explore the feasibility of introducing singleton
agents into FOW camps in NVN to persuade guards to

defect or permit clsndesting operations within the
priscn.

MACY Comment: MACSOQ has evaluated the feasibility
of introcducing singleton agente into POW camps in HVN.
Such an operation is feasible if qualified”personnel

can be ‘recruited. Existing TIMBERWORK Teams are not
! conaidered capable of such operations At this time, ™®

2. ( AD HOC Evaluation Group

a. COMUSMACY, in December 1967, formed an AD HOC Evsluation ,
Group (AHEG) to examine the operaticns of MACSOG and determine
whether the results achleved were commensurate with the resources
cormitted o its support. The Evaluation Oroup's evaluation of
the JPRC 18 contained in Tab S. | .

b. Aware of the survey of MACS0G conducted in Novembepr 1967,
the AHEG related their concluslons ané recommendations to those
of the CINCPAC Survey Team. éénclusiona and reccmmendations of
the AHEG whlch pertained to the JPRC are provided below:

"(1) Comtluslons: The AHEQ concludes that:

"{a) JPRC mission and terms of reference are appro-
priate and adequate.

"(b) The organization and mamning level of JPRC as
provided for in the ITD submitted for approval is ade-
quate. Personnel assigned are highly qualified and
motlvated.

"(e) Procedures for obtalning resources for recovery
operations and for conducting and coordinating opera-
tions are adequate,

"(d) Intelligence raceived by JPRC has not been
adequate for successful recovery operations primarily
because collection nhes not been sufficiently responsive.

"(e) The key element in recovery operatians is
timely and reliable intelligence. Further, that the
dbsence of this element 1s at the heart of our lack ef
Buccess to date. Analysis of the collectdon efrord
reveals three areas in which improvement may be possible.

"1, Emphasis on low-level agent potential to
. ¢ollect information on US PW loecatlons within RVN.

"2, Increased emphasis on collectlon ocutside
of RVN.

"3. Focusing of the total MACV effort through
provision of an overall, coordinated PW information
collection program.

~ COMUSMACY Letter of 17 March - 768; ‘ubject: Report of
eview of MACSQG Programs (C) \
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n{2) CINCPAC Conclusions/Recommendations:

“(a) The AHER offers the following in consideratian
af the CINCPAC Jaint Survey Team conclusions:

f1.,Concluaion: The new JZD, modified to retain
the one 0-4 intelligence Officer space, will be
adequate to accomplish the JPRC mission,

- - e

"COMMENT: Concur

"2.Conclugion: The terms of reference’ provide
adeguate authority for JPFRC o perform its functions
and discharge its responsibilities.

NCOMMENT: Concur

n3_ iConclusion: Sufficient communicetion facili-
ties are available to the JPAC to permit full secope
of operatlons envisloned by the missian.

"OOMMENT: Coneur

"4, conclusion:
ue an &aditlonal source of information on prisvners/

HI1A personnel. Systems should be used in suspect
&reas in SVN and LAOS to locate prisoners and to
gather infermation on prisoner movements, -_—

DCOMMENT: All sybtems with a capability to
cellect against knowrr potential sources of US FW
information are,approprlately tasked. No diversion
or ‘toncentration of any specific system is copsid-
ered useful, The present effort 1s productive anad
rapid (38 significant reports in the period Ostober-
December 67). Responsible psrsonnel are alert to
the criticality of this problem and a2ccord it all
the emphasis possibla.

"5, Conelusion: The largest single problem in
location and recovery of detained US/FWMAF personnel
is tpe leck of timely and accurate intelligence data.

ACOMMENT: Concur

"6, Conclusion: The JPRC 1s operating in accordanca
With the terms of reference lssued by CINCPAC, asg
approved by JCS. )

PCOMMENT: Concur -

"7, Coneclusion: The present JPRC has very high
potential, competent well qualified leadership, and
all personnel posses the requiresd-skills and are well
motivated toward the mission.

BCOMMENT: Cancur

"8, Conclusion: Escape and Evasion program conducted
by the services in SEASIA sre progressing in a satis-
factory manner. JPRC is monitoring these programs
closely in an attempt to standardlze casualty, MIA/
detainec reperting procedures,

HCOMMENT: Concur

-127 Annenddiy ®
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Ya. Conclusion: The JPRC post-hostilitles plan (now

in draft form) 1s adequate and will fulfill the
priacner debriefing regqulrements.

"COMSENT:  Concuy

*{b) The AHEG offers the following in consideration of
the CINCPAC Joint Survey Team Recommendatlons:

®10. Recommendation: That the 0-4 1nt§1ifgence
officer's position be retained vice the 0-3 recem-
wended in the new JTD. s

NCOMMENT: Concur. A field grade officer is
requirsd for an advisory and coordination role on a
recovery operation. Three officers are needed for
necessary Ilexlbllityr

suspect areas to collect

a relaving to confinement and move-
ment of US/FWHAP detaineea. To this end, MACSOG
should coordinate with TAP to arrive st a mutual
agreement on sorties, data to be collected, area of
interest, etc. If reguired, a SICR should be issued
to obtain this data.

"COMMENT: Concur. See comment on conclusion
above. . J—

*12,.Recommendation: » That COMUSMACV design & stand-
ard procedure for casualty/MIA/detainee reporting
and the maintenance of peracnal data Tiles {photos,
authenticatlon systems, emergency addresses, etg.)
for use by all servieces in SEASIA.

"COMMENT: The deslrability of such a program
should be examined ecarefully before implementation
to be sure that the gains that might accrue are
worth the cost of the effort.

"13.Recommendation: That the JPRC continue in its
present line of endeavor. It serves an extremely
useful purpose in that no other organization or
agency provides & central point of contact or focal
point for data on HIA/detainees in SEASIA.

PCOMMENT: Concur. However, the provision of a
focal point for information is secondary to its
potential aa a recovery agency.

714, Recommendation: That MACSOG "explore the feasi-
bility of developing singleton agent assets specially
qualified and traiped for introduction into NVN for
the purpose of penetrating POW camps for intelligence
purposes and to psrsuade selected POW guards to
defeet with prisoners, or permit clandesting opera-
tions within the priscn.

"GOMMENT: Concur.

TOP_SECRET F-128 Annandi~ ©
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%(3) AHEG HRecommendations: It is recommended that:

"(a) CINCPAC Joint Survey Team reccmmendations as
concurred in by this group be approved,

"{b) Steps be taken to focus ARVN attention on the
collecting of information on US FWe; that.hls collec-~
tion effort be given priority over all but the moat
urgent‘tactical requirements; that US advisors to
ARVN intelligence officers at Corps level #nd below
be directed to presa this program, and that they be
provided the means to induce aggressive agent and
agent penetration operationa t¢ recover PHWs within

"(c) A conference be conducted by COMUSMACY involv-
ing all potential collectors of US PH information in
LACS, CAMBODIA and NVN to determine improverd means and
coordination on measures required for developing
greater emphasis on this progranm.

"{d) MACV J2 prepare an overall, coordinated collec-
tion plan or program of overridins priority for PW
information."®

D

> COMUSMACY 1tr, dtd 14 Fehruary 1968
Evaluation aroup
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PART V. JPRC HISTORY - 1968 (
A. (32" ORGANIZATION
1!
Cen

billet from an 05 to an 05 grade;

)

Based on the previous years' experlence in cperations, the
rts JTD was revised in 1968. It downgraded the Chief, JPRC
gnd upgraded the Operstions/FPlans

position from O to 05. Further, a stenographer (B5) and a_yeoman

“(ES) were gdged to the Stalf.

B.

2. The JTD, in December 1968, was aa

tle Service

Chief AF
opns/Plans Officer AF

A

N

A

A .

A

A

EVASION AND ESCAPE

follows:
Qrade

. 05
05

EGd

Ei;/S;Hﬁ’gz;vival Kits, As the result of lessons leasrned from

A
sE-after actlon reports, the survival kits were modlfied to provide

«he evader with all essential items of equipment consistent with

his

capabllity ta carry it. Those items which could be pre-packed

into a ruscksack without increasing the possibllity of damage were

packed to enable the avader to gquickly recover the items and leave

the

vieinity of the drop.?

3. (19 Briefings. In 196§, JFRC representatives continued to

present brlefings on the JPRC mlesion, organization snd personnel

recovery capabllities to alrerews and E&E personnel of the Tth Alr

Force, 7th Fleet, and Army Aviation Groups.

of the Fu

TOP

RET F-130

Live demanstrations

on Recovery System were included in the briefings.?

S) Appendix XI to Annex F, COMUSMACY 1960 Command History

Appendix F
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. 1
1. North Vietnam ; 2
“ 8 .As part of the continuing program to publieize the 3
Reward Program for the recovery and return of missing US personnel, ]
4.65 million reward leaflets were wind drifted ipto.the coaatal 5
plain of NN on the night of 25 January 1968. 'The area ]
cavered was from Phu Dien to Dong Hol and along Hipghway 7 7
between Muong Sen apd Cna Rao. Plens were made to drop an . &
additional 1% mililcn in these sazme aress during the following 5
month utllizing C-130 aireraft based at Ubeon, Thalland. ) 10
b. In July 1968, the Joint Chiefs of Staff requested comments 11
and recommendations from CINCPAC on the desirability of 12
continuing the reward Learlet Program in NVM. This request 13
was generated in view of the negative results, up to th;t time, 14
and the fact cammunist £ilms oz U3 PWs had wade extensive_ 15
propaganda use of the unsuccessful efforts on the part of the 16

US to buy freedom for downgd alrcrews through the Reward Program.® 17
&
¢. CINCPAC, in reply to the request from the Joint Chiefs of 18

Staflf, recommended that the rewaprd leaflet program in NVN be 19
continued, and based this recommendation on the following 20
rationgle: 21

1) Disseminatlion of the Reward Program to US combatants
provides each man with the knowledge that efforts are being made
to assist him should he become an evadee or PH., Additionally, it
ensures that the NVN populmer is aware of the program.

n (2) The leaflet drops in NVN will probably not ald signifi~
cantly the return of downed pilote becsuse of the internal
security and population .control exercised by .the Governm;nt or
North Vietnam (GNVN). However, the fact that the CNVN finds it
necessary tc counter the lealflet drops with a psychological

program of thelr own, attests to thelr concern on the attempts

on the part of the United States to convert their population,

JCS Msg, 20621592 Jul 1969 ’
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t.

“(3) Discontinuance of the program would bave an adverse 1

( elfect on the morgle of US pllots hald in NVN gince propaganda 2
£1lms indicate they are aware of the program. If the Reward 3

Program were gstopped, Hanol would impart this fact to US L
prisoners in an effort Lo create & feeling of'haﬁelesnneas.“' 5

" 2. ) South Vietnam. A3 g NMeans of stimulatingsthe Reward 6
.Progfzm in SVN, the JPRC, in March 1968, determined that leaflet 7
dropd should be made in target areas where intelligence indicated 8

PW camps might be located.%* Subsaquently, leaflets were delivered 9
over selected targets 1n SVN in 1968. 10

3. ( Cambodiza., In order to enlist the assistance of the 11
Canb€dian people living along the SVN border in rescuing allied 12
personngl from enemy detentlon campa, the JPRC instituted a 13
Cambodien leaflet program. The leaflet &ropa were conducted from i
wLEEIETEVN'by‘ﬁiﬁﬁj&f@fﬁing’1éar1%ta'aiEHE‘EEFEéE_trdbEn that, T 15
ran through populated areas and éhmmunication routes in Cambodia.®™ 16

L, (P5) Laos & ‘ 17

&. A pasychologleal program,to advertise the JPRC Reward Program 18

_ in Laos was initlated in Cctober 1968, It was determined that 19
- the basie medla would be a series of leaflets targeted on 20
segments of infiltration trails in Lacs, ##%# 21

b. The US Misslon in Vientiane, in November 1968, disapproved. =22

the leaflet program in Laocs and stated that: - |
. . '"WYor a variety of internal politicel Treasons gnd the
_probability of increasing the jeopardy of the downed U.S.
——. _Pilots in Laos, we do not want apy reward leaflets addresaed
to the problem of V.S. captured personnel in lacs produced
or dropped at this time." ¥

5. §) Reward Payments. A review of the weekly BRIGHT LIGHT 24
magSage reports lndicates thaE the following ;;waraa were diatributed 25
in 1968+ 26

WCPAC Msg, 1917412 Aug 63

MUSMACY Msg, 2610552 Mar 68
: OMUSMACY Msg, 0505052 Aug 68 )
M i,/gPS,BUMUSHACV Msg, 2210372 Oct 68 )

COMUSMACY Msg, 031106Z Dee 1968

)
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8. A Montagnayd source was rewsrded $153 for providing
information as to the locatioh of a VC FW camp.

b. A SVA national, who helped raturn
US control, was rewardesd $153.

e. A $200 veward was paid to
team who recovared the body of

to

missing
in Laos since 1967, -

on the loocation of a PW camp which was raided in Operaticm
MILWAUKEE ROAD in July 19648.

€. The crew of & SVN fishing boat, who rescued gn KP 101
pilot off the Vietnam coast was paid 3$100. a

. A SVN agldier, wha escaped the VC, was paid $300 for
providing information on the status of two US civilian
prisonera captured by the VC. . —_—

g« Two SVH sources were pald $400 for helping racover the
body

. {»¢) INTELLIORNCE
Cbllection Reguirements

- —— e =

- 1. ) ¥Mingful of the requirement to continuously publicize

the need for ipformatien relative to the identifieation, locaticn,

and recovery of missing and captured peraonnel, COMUSMACY, in
March 1968, published & more comprehensive Prisoner of War

3pecific Intelligence Colleetion Requirement (SICR D-7CX=-20000)

which superseded SICR D-1E6-12883, So that the JPRC could

- recelve intelligence information rapidly encugh to yeact to
it, cocllectora, undsr MACV control, were tasked by the new
SICR to report PW intelligence information Alirectly to the
Center by the most expeditious means consistent with security

and the value of the information,

TQP RET F-133 Appendix F
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xf;jmsiﬁz;:the nev SICR was developed, information reguirements
' “relative to0 places of confinement, carmp secessibility, camp
security, snd identification of priaonﬂék were extracted from
the SICR and published as a Significant Information
Requirement {SIR). The SIR, in turn, was translfteq‘into

Vietnamese for dlstribution within the Republic of Vietnam
Armed Forces.* A copy of the SIR is contelned in“Tab 6.

( LAOS_JOINT MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
1. Operation TEXAS CREST

B. On 27 Februery 1968, nine crewmen balled out of a Navy

alrcrart that was shot down over Lass. During the search gnd
rescue (SAR) operations (TEXAS CREST) being condueteq by
JSARC, seven of the erewmen wers rescued by helicopter. An
elghth orewman was ocontaoted by voice'?adia, but eould not be
plicked up becaunse of heliuoptey holst problems and impending

darknesas, The ninth.man was net contacted.

D, J3ARC launched another recovery force at first 1ight on

\
28 Pebruary; however, no contact was made with the elghth crewman,

and 1t was assumed he had broken or lost his radio during the
plckup atfempt on the pravious day. JISARC decided that a
limited ground search would be required, and requested the
JPRC provide them a BRIGKT LIGHT team for this purpose.

¢. Because of the delay encountered in cbtaining clearance

Initially, the team was landed in a secondary SAR area because of
bad weather at the bailout site. Due to heavy fire, the team was

extracted. In the afternoon of the 29th, Epe ﬁFam was

agailn launched but returned to Nahkon Phanom, Thalland when
the area where the survivor had been seen on the previous day
could not be accurately relocated. The SAR was subaequent ly

termingted due to the lack of an objective.

SMACV ltr of 25 Jul §8, Subj: Recovery of Missing and
ersonnel (U

o]
Capture
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SA
} AS) JPRC 1tr of 12 Apr 68, Subj: Vientiane-JPRC Joint Memorandum

2. Revlsion cof Agreement
a. As a result of Operation TEXAS CREST, the JPRC initiated &

proposal that the Joint Memcrandum of Agreement with the 7Tth
Alr PForce apd the American Embassgy, Vientiane be revised. The
JPRC polnted out that the agreement ovgrlooked the_gperational
altuation where the JSARC had to employ ground search teams
to carry out its rescue mission. It was recommenéed that the
agreement be rewritten to permit the JPRC ¢o furnish ground
search teams to the JSARC on an emergency basis without further
clearance but wlth the understanding that close coordination
would be established as scon a8 possible.?

b. Following working level dlacussions, the Joint Memorandum
of Agreement was modified to permit the JPRC to furndsh a
ground search team for SAR employment in Laos, on request,

prior to termination of 3AR efforts.¥¥

)

I

CS0Q Itr of 9 Mar 68, Subj: Improved Reaction Time for
n Laos (U)

of Agreement (U)
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F. ) OPERNTIONS - 1968

(-\ :/ls/) Operational Procedures. MACS0G, in January 1968, by
- megfis of an internal directive, updated 50G brench and section

responsibllities and procedures for implementing personnel recovery
actions. The dirgctive is found in TAB 7 and is provided for
purposes of future analysis. In accordance with the MACS0R internal
organization, and as listed in the directive the aerd 1 oP-80,

“the Operations and Training Division is OP-30, and the Qround Studien.

(a). Subsequent to the tasking of intelligencd collectors

in the fleld to provide the JPRC with F¥ information by the most

expedltious means, the center began to receive a great volume

of tenuous information on PW sightings within a few hours after

it had occurred. This brought to light the problems of rapid

operational reaction required fo exploit this type of training

information. Formerly each operaticn was carefully planned with

confirmad lntglligence along traditional lines, and no PW

operations could be conducted without JPRC coordination and

- approval. This type of exercise ylelded virtuslly no results.

- Analysis showed that the enemy was taking advantage of planning
delays, and was moving prilsoners whenever a gecurity leak was
suspected.

(b). In April 1968, COMUSMACY issued a new polfhfgsgggtraging

field commanders to be alert to the posaibilit& of taking

— immediate actlon to recover captured U. S, perscnnel when
sufficient information was avallanle, The f;ctjgggaped PWa might
be able to lead the first forces they contacted to the loeation
where other PWs were being held, was sighted as an example of

perishable information, since a situatian of this kind offered

0P HET R=136 Appendix F
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the best, and sometimea, the only pos§1b111ty of recovery.
d ] A3 an additional meansg of encouraging rapid resction to
highly perishable PW intelligence, COMUSMACV, in April 1968,
: cancelled the requirement whnieh required prior approval of
the JPRC before recovery operations gould be conducted. #
(e). Encouraged by several very successful ?ecovery
operations following the polley change in Aprii, COMUSHACY,
- in September 1968, re-emphasized the importance of field
forces to take lmmedlate aatlon to recover PWs whenever

= sufficlenpt evidence was available. ¥a

3.
ed prior to, and durdng 1968, MACS0G concluded that:

Review of Operations, In 2 review of cperations con-
du
"a. Prior to 1968, JPRC hed conducted 16 PY recovery opera-

tlione wlth only one success wherein 20 Vietpnamese prisoners were
recovered. 13 addltional railds were cancelled because intelli-

gence could not be sufficiently geveloped. It wems evident
that information reporting was too 8low and inseccurate, and
operational response was even poorer, Too much time was spent

in trying to develop a classical intelligence case snd a tradi-

tional operatlon with detailed planning and rehearsal. In
the spring of 1968, the JPRC pelicy was redirected toward
fagter inpuge and immediate local explaitation of the informa-
tion agquired. The Antelligence collection effort was signi-

{ Ticantly increased and broadened to include all sgencles in

¢ SER. 'The reyult has been that in 1968 JPRC has conducted
32 P¥W vecovery cperatlons with B successes yielding a total of
155 SV military end political priscners. Only one operation
was cancelled for lack ol intellijence development.

"b. In the fleld of post~SAR operations for the recovery of

evading alrerewmen, JPRC opportunities have continued te deecline
With the increase in SAR capabliities. Prior to 1968, JPRC had
executed 13 post-SAR missions with 5 partial succesgses., 5 live
airerewmen and 13 bodles were reccvered., In 1968, air getivity

over hostile territory was sharply curtailed and SAR Tarces

A JR - B B - ST R~ O P T

&

i1
12

Bchleved an in-flight refueling capability. The result has been

that in 1968 JPRC had only 5 post-SAT alerts and completed but

two mlssions, Although 5 bodies were recovered from & dovned

Egloiin Cambodla, restrictions against launching recovery
gaions

i, } Chronology of Operations ~ 1968. Follewing 1s the
weekly chronology of recovery operations as Féporied by thé JPRC
during 1968,

e

* A5} COMUSMACY Msg, 2104552 Apr 1968
OMUSMACYV Msg, 141210Z Sept 1968
L) S) MACSOG Year~End Review 1968

TOP RET P-137 Appendix P
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a. Recovery Operations , 1-7 January 19682

Uth Infantry Division Negotiations

{1) A JERC representative visited the 8th Infantry

Division at Pieiku and was briefed on the status of this
actlvity. . - aa
(2) A NVN goldier captured approximabely tWo months

ago has agreed to carry a message to the B-3 Front Commander.

A suitable backup courier is on hand, and all documents L.

and plans have been prepared to carry out the operation.
Rowever, CG, 4th Infentry Division conslders 1t mdvisable
to walt until after TET to release the messenger., JPRC

concurs. -

b. Recovery Operations .- 8.15 Japuary 196644

(1) On 031300H Jan 66,
Co, 3/60 Infantry, 9th Dividion, disappeared from his guard

post in ths vieinity of,
(2) On 08rh00H Jan 68,
in the vicinity af

was s8lghted in VC hands

{3) Intelligence agencles in the Dong Tam - My Tho srea
Intensified their collectien effarta. 2nd Brigade, 9th
Division, at Deong Tam was brlefed on the avallable informatilon
and agreed to conduct s recovery operatlion if a suiteble
opportunity arose. .

(4) On 10 Jan 68 a JPRC representative,ﬂ departed
Tor Dong Tam to act &s llaison between JPRC and 9th Division,
(5) The situation did nobd develop to the point that an

operation could be conducted. - - .

(6) At 121115 Jan 68, an armed helicopter from the 114
Agsault Helicopter Company attacked a sawmpan at caordinates
hat contained_and two VO guards.

Was recovered, one of the guards was killed, and the

other guard probably escaped.

———

sg, 137/0912452 Jan 48 _
COMUSMACY Msg, 272/1618527 Jan of '
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{1) ﬁwu taken to the 24th EVAC hospltal at 1

(’ Long Binh, He did not receive any wounds or injures and 2
- his present health and welfare is good. He is baipg dedbriefed 3
by agenta of the 525th HI Group. 4

€. Becovery Operations . 16-22 Janu ig958" 5

(1) Operation QLD CROW _ T 6

(a) This 1s an opening and closing repodt, 7

) (b) At 241759H an EB 66 was shot down at g
approximatel Four EWO crewmembers sjected 9

from the bomb bay, followed by three crew members from the 10

pilots compartment. Weather precluded immedinte 11
recovery attempts. 12

(¢) A SAR heucopterﬁ crash'ed at 13
151727H while en route to the eres in which 1k
crevw members were suspacted to EE downed. By 171440QH 15

end three of the 16

Jgn 68 all five crewmen ;f
seven crewmen of . had been recovered. SAR efforts 17
continued, but wers hampered because of weathern, 18

(a) At 191200H Jap 68, Chief, S0Q, approved proposal 19
to use two BRIGHT LIGHT teams to search the areas in which 20

- the ﬁ crewmen were downed. ,—:l Tth AP, 21

was briefed on the proposal and approved the allocmtion of 22

alr assels to support the operaticn. 23

{e) At 200910H two CH-3 helicopters with BRIGHT LIGET 24

teams aboard, departed Nakhon Phanom (NKP) for the‘ " 25

. ipsertion area. While en route, one helicopter was forced 26
down by mechanicel difficulties. Landing was made at 27

(THAILAND), and the other aireraft set down 28

nearby. A spare halicupter arrived snd both teanms ;roeeeded 29

on their mission. After landing for fuel at LIMA SITE 30

36 {L-36) 1in Laos, the helicopter continued, Teams were 31

unable to find suitable landing site in the target area. 32

Fuel supply =nd approaching darkness forced the helicopters to 33

Teturn to NKP via L-36. Misslion was to be attemoted again 34
on-the 2lst, 35
COMUSHACY Msg, 427,2313012 Jan 68 -
| mwwmsa Vv GnG Yia 4mJus FUAIAUVH A3 LU US GLLETDGEA BgaLn vz



{f£) Misalon was not executed on 21 January because of
bad weather and additional planniqg neceasitated by lack
of landing site and hostile fire encountered the
previous day. At 2117000 a meeting was held by JPRC
task force commander at NKP to determine if all elements
involved in the operatlon could support the proposed concept.
The representatives of the helicopter unit,:whn were
responsible for insertion of the teams into the terget area,
could not support the concept as proposed becguse of hoist )
limitations of CH-3 helicopters. 3Since no sultsable
alternatives were available, a decision was made to cancel
operations. .

{g) On 22 Januery a strong radlo signal waea racelved
from the target area and a rescue hellecopter was sent to
investigate, As the JOQPY GREEN made its approach to the
area, it came under extremely heavy ground fire. —;; is aus=-
pected that the afe% ia now under positive enemy control,
and thé% the remalning crewmen of PREVIEW 01 are in
thelr hands.

(2) Cperation BLACR KNIGHT, Phase I of this operation

(Intelligence collection) is continuing., Several promlaeing

contacta have been established with local fishermen and
businessmen who operate in the area in which CPI' Rowe 1s

suspected toe be held, This effort is being conducted wlth

as much caution as posaible so as not to disclose the special

interest involved.

{3) Operstion TEAMSTER

(a) The suspected PN campsite a was képt
under survelllance during the period 17-19 January by a
PRU unit. No enemy activity was observed,

{b) This operation 1s belng dropped from the sctive

list of projlects,

1OP 2ET P-140 Appendix
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{4) Operation DAMP ABBEY. There have been no new

' developments in this operation, and it is being dropped
\\ fron the active list of projecta.

(5) Return of
(a) At the time of this report we have unconfirmed and
incomplete information that two U,S. personnel

UsSMC, and S Army have

been returned to U,S. control.
captured on 14 May 1967 in the vieinity o
an on 28 December 1966 in the vicinity

i

of Both individuals are reported to be under=
(b) The individuals were recovered in the vieinity of

Tam Ky. Whether or not they were released voluntarily

by the Y0, or recaptured by U.S. action has not been

determined.

(6) Return o

(a)™0n 22 January 1968
viously reported KIA on.7 January 1968, an
‘report.ed YIA on 7 January 1968 were returned to LSO
contral at Danang.

(b) The men allegedly escaped when their VCA guard
fell asleep.

. {e) Both men are in good physical condition and ave
undergoing debriefing at Headguarters, III MAFR, D;nang.
&. Recovery Operations, 23-30 January 1968% _

(1) Return of

{a) At 231130 Jan 68 LCPL, USMC,
USA, were returned to U.8.
control after being released by theilr VC captors about

230700H Jan, 15km west of Tam Ky

/Tﬁﬂ COPUSHACY Msg, S545/3014172 Jan 68 :

“~
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(v) was captured 14 May 1967, and 1

( 28 Decamber 1966. After inltial medical 2
exemination and an overmight stay at Chu Lal where they 3

were interrogated for tactical information L

was transferred to III MAP, Danang, an to 5

24th Army Evac Hospital at Long Binh. Both were under 6

MI escort, ’ . 7

) (c) Initial debrier indicated that both men had been . 8

. led away from their prison camp end walked for eight days 9
before being released. They atated that they knew 10

nothing of othepr U.3. PWs or the location of thelr camp. i1

However, sbout 252008 under detsiled examnauon,— 1
dchansed his story end admltted walking only four 13

days from the camp, and stated 10 other U.S. PWs were in 14

the camp. He could identify three, and confirm the_death 15

of another. ? . 16

. (d) At 262100H, when confronted with this evidence, 17
{ also changed his story. He produced a 14
written list naming 10 U,S. PHs alive in the camp, confirmed 19

the death of another (same man as name%}}] 20

and gave information which may lead to identification of a 2

caucasian living with the VC guards at the camp. a2

(e) Erforts are continuing to determine the losation of 23

this camp, .24

(2) Proposed Release of Pilots by NVN., A meeting was held 25

at Tan Son Nhut AB at 291530H Jan 68, ta discuss plans for 26
handling 27

2B

n

the immediate future. Partiecipants included representatives from29
JPRC, 7th AF ELE Office, 7th AF Information Office, NAVFORV, and 30
Det 5, 6439th SAG. 3

{3} Operation NINE LIVES (4th Infantry Division Megotlation.) 32

This operation was initfated on 3t Jan 68, with the release of 33
a8 NVA prisoner with a message for the B-3 Front Commander {rom 3h
€4, Uth Division suggesting a battlefield exchange of PWs, 35



TOP 3
.- e. Recove erations, 31 Jenu = 5 Febru 1968%
(’ Operation NINE LIVES x

k.

—

{1) A PH, PVT Hguyen Van Be, 3rd Battalion, 17ith KVA
Regdment, captured on 15 November 1967, in the battle for
Dak To, was released at 0850 hours, 30 January 1968, at
coordinates- The PW carried a 1ette'r from the
€@ 4th Infantry Division to Commander B-3 Fronmt. _

{2) The letter stated that the CG 4th Infantry Division
was prepared to execute & direct exchange of one NVA officer
and elght NVA enlisted men for one U.3, Harrant Officer and
eight enlisted men held captive by the B-3 Front, Als¢ the
€8 ith Infantry Division stated he would be prapared to
negotiate., The CG B-3 Front could communicate his reply by
elther messenger or radlo. HRadio frequencies, dates (1 Mar
to 7 Mar 68) and time for cormunications were included

{3) The PW was instruected to deliver the letter perscnally
to the CG 5-3 Front., When las} observed the PW was walking
at a quick\pace west on Highway 512 towards the Cambodian
border.

f. Recevery Operations, 6=12 February 1G68%¢

(1) Operation BLACK KNIORT. (Attempt to releaseﬁ

Phase I (intelligence collection) is continuing.

{2) Recovery Operation at Song Be
{a) On 11 Pebruary 1968, JPRC received a report from

1st Brigade 1012t Alrborne Division, Song Be, that a PW
camp containing 30 US PHs 13 loecated Along the Song Be River
at approximately

(b) A JPRC representative was dilspatched teo Sang'Be
to verify the information, and start coordination of
recovery plan. It was learned that further contaet with
information source was to be made 12 February to obtain

preclse locatiaon aof the c¢amp and identity of Pus,

. OMUOSMACV Msg, 645,061248Z FPeb 68 .
CINCPAC Msg, 160209Z Feb 68
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(e} On 15 Pebruary, a VC defector from the ecamp is 1

due to report to lst Brigade Headquarters, and may be 2
willing to laad 8 recovery force to the camp site. 3

, (d) Coordination is belng effected with MACV COC and 1/101 &

Alrborne to mount a recovery operation if ;n{qpmation is 5

' confirmed, 6
' & Recovery Operations, 13-19 Pebruary 1968% ° _ 7
i (1) Operation RIVER SPIKE (Recovery Operation at Song Be) 8
{a) See ERIGHT LIGHT report for 6-12 February 1968. | 9

{(b) Further contact with the source was made on 12 10

February, and a descriptlion and drawing of the camp was 12

. obtained including alleged disposition of PWa, gefensive 13
measures and¢ tentative location st An alleged 14

VC interrogator was scheduled to come out between 15 and 15

18 Pebruary, and provide,additional information. _ 16

(c) Source was againscontacted at 170900, but the V¢ 17
1nterro§ator had not come out. .4 recovery operation was 18
1aunchea at 171015 using U.S. Special Feorces Det, B-56 19

SIGHA assets and air support from II FFV. 20

(d) The objective area was thoroughly searched by 21

ground forces and heliecpters, smploying sourae ias guide. 22

Ho evldence of the PW camp was found. PForces were extracted 23

at 171630, 24

(e) Source ig.being intensively debriefed. This is 23

the cloaing report. 26

(2) Operation LINCOLN LIGHT (Recovery operaticn at Ban Me Thuotdl

(a) JPRC received information on 18 February of PW camp 29

vieinity Camp was reported_by escapee, and 29
allegedly contains nine U.S,, 29 VK and 32 Montagnard PWa, 30
Source has given names of important VN PWs, and ° 1)
has identifled area of camp from air on visual recce. 32

e

(:;}S) CINCFAC Msg, 2101002 Feb 68
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(b) JPRC representative was dlspatched to Ban Me Thuot
20 February to evaluate information and coordinste potential
recovery operation. Tactical forces will he US Special.
Forcea Det B=50 OMEGA a@ssets and 173rd Alrborme Brigade.

{e) B-50 reconnaisssnce team was Anfiltrated at
200900L to verify report and camp location: .6peratinn for
PY recovery planmed 1f reconnaisaance warrants.
Recovery Operations  20-26 February 19687
(1) Operation LINGOLN LIGHT

{a) JPRC received information on 18 Pebruary of PV

camp vielnity Camp was reported by escapee, . and
allegedly contained nine U.S., 29 VN and 32 Hoqtasnard PWs.
(b) New information galned from other releasees
pame PW camp indiecated camp movefd to—’) Reconnslssance
team moved south to naw.}ocation. Tean made contact
211300H with six VC 1,000 meters from PW camp sit;T-
Team extracted under cover air strike.
(cf‘One ARVN Ncé escaped from PW camp during gsonfusion
caused by air strike. He returned to friendly control on
23 February and verified presence of 31 SVN PWs,
{d) ™o companies 173rd Airborne lended 220930H to
gveep area, Third company landed 2315C0H to block escape
to east: Five reconnaissance teams inserted around area te
watch exit tralls,
(e) At 231640H abandoned PW camp located
Had been vacated 24 to 48 hours. Elementa of 173rd Alrborne
completed sweep 24 Pebruary with no ;ontaot, and were
extracted 25 February. -

— -

(£) At 241045H tratl watch team found blood trall at

Trail followed toﬁwhere lost at

eams unable to relocate %$rall and were exflltratead

on 25 February.

;ﬁ—"}‘icgm—“ﬁ‘: FAC WSg, 2800262 Feb 68
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(g) This is closing report. 1

(2) Operation DUVAL SANDS (Recovery operatlon in Hue area) 2
{a) On 23 Pebruary, two US PHs escaped from group or 21 3

PHs in transit vicintty These eScapees were i
membera of 525th MI GF captured on 1 Februsry at Hue and 5
were able to account for whereabouts and c;néiiion of 25 6
other US PWs, 4 7
{b) Pive PHg in poor physical condition held in 8
fortified NVA camp vicinity-as of 19 February, 9
One PW separated from rest in South Hue § February. 10
Remaining 19 PWs proceeding west rrongun rfoot with - 11
four guards, Steted destinastion pervanent camp seven days 12
walk west, ] 13
(c} JPRC representation in Danang planned to ingert 13

two BRIGHT LIGHT teams to 1nteréept PW party on 26 February. 15
Reactlon force, First A{% Cavalry, standing by to effect 16
rescue if contact is made. Insertion delayed because of 17
zero zeTo weather. .As of 271600H unable to insert. 14

1. Recovery Operations, 27 February-5 March 1568# 19
(1) Operation DUVAL SANDS. Insertion of the BRIGHY LIGHT 20
teams was delayed until 281100H because of bad westher in 21
objective ares. Two temms moved into awmbush positions. 22
No contact wigh PW group established and teams extracted €3
aj

G11300H March, This is closing report.

(2) Operation TEXAS CREST (Recovery of Navy OP2E Crew 25

Members in Lagps) 26
(a) On 27 Pebruary 1968, nine crewmen balled out of & 7
28

Navy OP2E alreraft that was shot down-over Laos. Sewen were

- -

rescued by SAR hellcopters. The eighth crewman was located 29

but contact was lost at sunset before rescue was affacted, 30
On 28 February, Joint Search and Rescue Center (JSARC) 31
32

requested JPRC provide BRIGHT LIGHT team far SAR amployment.

" ?f:c;u"‘cp‘c‘ Hsg, 0602472 Mar 68
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(b) The plan was to insert the team at the location 1

of the known downed crewman on 28 Féhruary to0 conduct a 2
limited srea ground eearch and ez;ract the team the sama 3

day. A delay was encountered in obtsining permission ]
from AMEMB Vientiane and permission was finally granted 5

for operationa on 29 February. - ()

(c) A team was inserted briefly in the merning of 7

- 29 Pebruary at a seconfary landing zone because of-baﬂ 8
weather in the prime search areas, They were extracted ’ 9
because of heavy fire in the 2. The primary area was 10
searched for three hours from the &ir in the afternocen 11

but the survivor's location could not be pinpointed 12
sufficilently to warrant insevtion of the team. 13

{d) The SAR effort was terminated at 1700H on 29 b 2
Pebruary because of laok‘of objé;tive {no contact sinoe 15

27 February). The BRIGHT LIGHT teams were returnéz-to 16
Danang 292230H, 17

{e) Special recé;naiaaance will be flown over the area 18

I continuing through 6 March in erder to detect evidence 18
of survivora. JPRC 1s prepared to immediately launch 20
teams to the avea 1f the erewmen are located. Steps are 21
being teken to streamline procedures with Vientiane in 22

) order to'expedite such emergencey assistance to JSARC. 23
(3) Operation BLACK KNIGHT. This operation 1s still 24

actlive and intelligence collection as t- locatlon 25
26

1s prooeeding slowly.

J. Recovery Overations ., 6-12 March 1968% 27
Operation TEXAS GREST ‘ 28
(1) See weekly BRIGHT LIGHT report for 27 Pebruary-5 March 196E 29
{2) Special reconnalassance was flown over the TEXAS CREST 30

area during the pericd 2-7 Mapreh. No signs of activity assoclated 31

With possible survivors were observed. 32
(3) This is closing report. i3

f C‘i‘f?cﬁcmc Msg, 1223532 Mar 68
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k. Recove erations . 13-19 Harch 19684 1
Operation NINE LIVES. There bas been no ¢ontaet with 2

the B-~3 Front Commander by radic or letter. This operation 3
dropped from amctive list pending further developments. q

1. Recovery Operations, 20-2§ March 1968s% - ™ 5

Y {1) ARVN Recovery Operation in Di Linh Areas On 21 March 6
. the 23rd ARVN Ranger Bn received a report from ons of their 7
agents indieating that two DS advisors were being detained «~ B

Tha advisors 9

from 525th MI GP, were captured 181200H Harch 10

1968, At present, the 23rd ARVN Ranger Bn 1s searching for 1

the PV camp, ) ) 12

(2) SEAL Operation in Rach Oia Area. On 13 March prior 13

to conducting an operation a the SEAL unit at 14

Can Tho requested a photo i%cce. The photos showed what 15
appeared to be occupled PW ;ages. Their operation was post- 16
poned and ®oordination ‘for possible PW recovery operation 17

was accomplished with JPRC, The SEAL unit hes tentatively 18
Planned a rald in this area on or sbout 1 April, 1%

m, HReeove eretions , 27 March-2 April 1968%#x 20

{1) ARVH Recovery Operation in Di Liph Area. The 23rd ARVN 21

Ranger Bn has conducted a thorough gsearch of the area in which 22

Were reported to be held. 23

€7 lound no evidence of prisoners being held in ar-near the 24
suspected area., Tnls operation has been terminated. 25
{(2) SEAL Operations in Rach Gia Area’. No developments as 26

of eclosing time of this report. . 27

— - .

(3) Operation MAPLE SUGAR

NCPAC Msg. 1920437 Mar 68
OMUSHACY Mag, 1636/2610552 M r 6P
) CQUUSMACY Msg, 1779/0211592 spr 6&
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(b) The VC Security Chief of Phu Long District, who
1s also deputy camp commander of a detention camp, wants .
to defest and bring four US PWs with him. ROIC scurces
are In contact with representatives of the sequrity chief,
and have been told that they will be provided_the names of
the US PHs, The wvalidigy of the atory will Pn confirmed
if the namea of the U3 PHs are received.

JPRC will provide assisatance a3 required,

(4) Operation DADE BEACH -

(a) On 28 March, JPRC received Anformatien that an RP

soldier had eacaped from a FW camp in the vicinity of
The RF soldier stated tﬁat he had seen two US

soldiers at the camp and was willing to lead & racovery

Torce to the camp aite. . _—

(b} A JPRC representgtive went $o Danang to ccordinate a
BRICHT EIGHT oparatipn. 500 forces were alerted, and were
moved t; an area from which they could be launched into the
target area, Planning continued through 25«30 March. The
source made an aerial reconnaissance and confirmed the
general location of the alleged camp. Insert of a BRIGHT
LIGHT team was sacheduled for 31 March with appropriate
reactlon forces standing by,

() On 29 March, e US Marine patrol was operating
approximately 4-5 kllometers north of the suspected camp
glte., Enemy activity foreced them to deviate fyom their
planned patrol route, and they traversed the area which
the BRIGHT LIGHT team was scheduled to search, At th;
suspected give they found an abandoned bivouac site,

{d) The Marine patrol conduected a thorcugh search of the

area in whiech the camp was suspected to be, fupther search

was considered unnecessary and thls operation waa terminated.
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n._Recovery Operations, 3-9 Aprid 1968%

(1) SEAL Operations in Rach Gia Area. The SEAL toam was
inserted on April 1 but has not yet reasched the building and
cage shown in pre-strike photograph, The Anvestlgation of this
area 18 8 secondsry mission and will be accomplished when

- o

faasible.

(2) Operation MAPLE SUGAR.

W @ ~f vl o oW A

5

ke

(3) 9th Division Operation in Long An Province. On 26 Harch ga

a source of the 9th MID peported two US PHs in transit 13
vicinityq By 5 April after several transient 2%
sighting® oncluded that sufficient information wes 15

' evailable far the 9th Divi%}on to conduct sweep vicinity 16
Operation was conducted with three companies en 17

5 April. Wa indications of US PHs were found in the area. 18

(4) PRU Operation near Ban Me Thuot. On 6 April JPRC was 19

formed that a Montagnard had escaped from PW camp vieinity 20

n 3 April. Held at this camp were three U8 21

eivilians captured during Tet: 22
23

24

The camp was found but apparently had been- 25

- abandoned socn after the Montagnard eacaped. 26
a. Recovery Qperationa _ 10-1§ April 1958%2 27
(1) PRU Operation near Ban Me Thuot (RECAPITULATION) 28

(a) On 6 Apri) 68 JPRC was informed that a Montagnard 29
had ezcaped from a VC PW camp in the vicinity ax- 3a
on 3 April. Held at this camp were three US civilians captured 3:

OMUSMACY Msg, 191370912122 Apr 68
COMUSMACY Mag, 203471612092 Apr 68
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(b) The Montegnard source gulded the assault. There

wes a brief contact with a VC element 25 the force was

s landed by helicopter. The camp was entered; but found
recently abandoned. Plgs and chickens were found caged,
and a large Tice stock was located. PW bulldings were
open, and the layout was as described by the source,

The force was axfiltrated on the morning of B Ap;il.
(c) The source provided outsatanding eervice, and was
rewarded 18,000 £VN (3153 US) as provided for under MACY

[

Reward Program. He plans on returning to the areg to

search for the new lccation of the PW cagp &8 soon as he 18

sble (he is currently suffering from Tuberculosis):
. )
(2) Intelligence Collection Effort in the Cambedisn

Border Area
{a) On 11 April JPR{ recelved a report from the 25th
Infantry Division that a VC PW camp conteining 24 US
PWs was logcated in the vicinity or_ several
hundred meters from the Cambodisn border. This is a VC
stronghola,
(b) In an attempt to flx the location of the camp the
followlng steps are being taken: )
1. The source who was allegedly a priscner at the
camp will be flown over the area
2. Photo reconnaissance will be flown. .
3. An 1ndiga-noua source of the 525th MI Gp was
acheduled to be sent into the area on 14 Appil.

326 Engr Bn, lst Bde, 101 Abn Div, APO San Francisco, 96347
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{a) on the afterncen of 15 April 68
returned to US control in Bao Loc, Lam Dong Province, RVN.

(b- who had been captured on 2 March 1968 in the
vielnity of Phan Thiet, RVN, escaped on 1 April whlle being
moved to an area his guards identified as the Liberation
Army Headquarters. In making good hils escapaﬁ
killed two of his five guards. The other té;ee vere
asleep, evaded 113 the area northwest of Bao Loc
until the morning of 15 April when he reached Huy 20 ebout
7 km southwest of Bao Loc. A Vietnamese civilian aided him
in reaching Bao Loc and US Advisory Team 38.

(e)— clnim;.d ot to have seen any other IWs;
however, on the afternoon of 27 or 28 March he was told
that he was 1000 to 2000 meters from a hospital where two
wounded US PHs, a lieutepant and a FFC vwere being held.
{Probably captured
east of Bao Loc on 18 Mareh 1968.)

N
{d) On the morning of 16 April,juaa Tlown on a
visual reconnaissance and estimated his position on 27-28

March to be vicinity_j An attempt will be made to

locate the hospital near thia position in whieh the two

wounded US are held,

(e)_s being debriefed at the 24th Evae Hospital,
Long Blives . . .

p. Recovery Operations, 17-23 April 1968%

(1) Recavery Opsrntion near Sa Dec

(a) on 19 April the Navy Intelligence Lialson Officer
(NILO) at Sa Dec reported that a Vietnamese had escaped
from a PW camp vicinity The escapee believed two

US PWs were held in a pagoda at that location, and had

30

heard their volces. He had not seen the US cgptives, but hag 31

heard the guards talking about them.

COMUSMACY Msg, 2145/231230Z2 Apr 68
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(b) Later cn 19 April, a sesond escapee oconfirmsd
the report of the location of the PW canp; hoWever, the
second source had no knowledge of US Pis.

(c) As a result of this infarmation, the US advisor at
8a Dac¢ conducted an airmoblle assault on the.BW camp using
Vietnamese Reglonal Foreces. The faorce was %gnded at
2215301 and extracted at 221830H, The initial repart clai=s
elight enemy KIA, three capbured, and some mundtions
captured, No PW prisoners found., No friendly ecasualties.
{2) SEAL Operations in Rach 0ia Area. SBEAL operations ware

terminated in this area without reaching the secondaery
cbjective. This ocbjective was to inveatigate a budilding found
on pre~mission photography which resembled a PW cage, The
reconnalssance team was pinned down by heavy fire and forced
to exfiltrate on 13 April. -Since there is no evidence of PY
being held ip this ares ant’no indication the buildings seen
in the phofograph were -An use, this target 1s not considered

worth further expenditure of resources,

(3) Operation MAPLE SUGAR.

Puprther attempts are being made

to locate the alleged VC boapital in the Bao Loec area, Aeriel
infra-red Teconnalssance and camouflage .detection photography
are being flown this week. The general area pointed out by
n hils visual recomnaiseance on 36 Aprll was vic;nity
A JPRC representative will arrive in Bao Loao 24
April) to collate results of reconnalssance and recommend

further action.

RET F-153 Appendix F
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q._Recovery Operations  _ 204-30 April 1968"
(’"‘ (1) Operation MAPLE SUGAR.

- (a) Attempts to locate the alleged VC hompital identified

by Hartin in his debrief have not produced sufficient

information to lmunch & Tecovery operation. JPRC will

continue attempts to localige the facllity where_]

and may be held. .
(b)

the South Vietnamesa natlonal who helped

return o US control, has been paid an 18,000
plaster reward (3$153). Local publicity was given to stimulate 15

raporting on the locatlop of

r. Recovery Operations  1-7 May 19681

(a) On 6 May,

USA, was recovered

- during a hallcopter gunship raild on & VC basa camp area in

Kien Glang Province. (VS grid square).

from his capt‘ors 83 the gunships attacked and was picked up

by helicopter,

{b) -was taken to 2ith Med Evac hospital in Long
Binn for medical treatment and debriefing. He haéd been

MIA since 20 March 68 when his 0-1 birddog was overdus from a

recece light out of Chau lLang vicinityﬁ

Initial

debriefing indicates the 0-~1 pilot was killed 4in the “orash.

He has no knowledge of other US PW,

OMUSMACY Msg, 227973012582 Apr 68
COMUSMACY Mag, 2400/071113Z May 68
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{2) Operation DAYTON INDIAW

(a) 11th ACR (BLAGK HORSE) received information during

week 22 April that three csucgslian PWe wWere held by VC

vieinit

not locate PHW.
(b) French director of Ong Que rubber pleptation

They conducted intensive recce but did

,
confirmed three ocaucaslan FWs alleged held in vicinity and

offered to set up negotiations with VC.

(ec) JPRC received this information 3 May and authorized

1lth ACR to asontinue to estgbliash negotiations with

payment up to $5000 for each US P recoveréed IAW currant

MACY directive,
(d) On 4 May 1lth ACR contacted the plantation director,

’

but he was unable £o establish contact with the V0 because

of the renewed fighting., Further attempts will be made

vhen current operations subside,

8. Recovery Operstions, 814 May 1968%
Y

(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN

(a) The 11 ACR S-5 ccntactedﬁ the plantation

director, on 10 May 1968,

had 30 PHs whose nationalities and status are unknouwn.

The enewmy wants us to supply names of the PWa they are to

return, and have requested one million pimsters for each PW

released.

suspects that the VC want ta get

meney Tor the PWs before the Paris negotiations cause their

release.

(b) On 11 May, JPRC asked 11 ACR to continpue negotiations

-

with a monetary limit of 600,000 piagters_{35000) per PW

released, but not to give names to the VC.

They were asked

to explolt the VC fears that they would get no money alter

the Paris talka, and try to get the PWs now.

. :IET‘%%mUBﬁEUV Msg, 2518/1411502 May 68
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{e) ARPA was contacted, &nd asked to modify their word
of mouth program for spreading the reward payment Iucor.
They will not include the poasibility that the rewards
would be stopped 1f there 1s & cease fire.

(2) Oparation RAYBURN CANE I

(a) On 13 May JPRC received information from CI team

Ban Me Thuot that two Montagnards had e:capéh a vC F9

They confirmed that three

held in a cave at The prisoners had been moved
7 April from the camp at which was railded by
the PRU on 8 April. .

(b) A recovery cperation using PRU tesms has been set up
to inflltrate to the cave from & distant landing zone on
14 May. The VN prisoners had cccasionally carried food to
to the cave whers the Amiricans are held, and will accompany
the raigins force., ,[There are alleged to be only two
guards at the cave,

(¢} A JPRC representative was sent to Ban Me Thuot

on 1l May to coordinate the operation.

Recaovery Operstions, 15-21 May 1968%
(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN, No new develcpments.

{2) Opevratsion RAYBURN CANE

{a) The aperation was scheduled to begin on 1% May,
but was delayed becamuse of the physicel ccondition of cne of
the two escapees who was to accompany the recovery force.
(b) During the delay the escapees were interrogated in
greater detail on their knowledge of_the exact locstion of
the cave in whieh vere alleged to
be held., The escapees admitted that they had never actually
sgen the cave as they had claimed earlier., They had been
told about the cave, but they knew its general location,
They were positive that the three eivilians were there, and

that they could lead a recovery force to the site.

RUSMACY Msg, 2663/2111412 May 68
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tnat vney coudd lead a recovery force to the site.
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(c) At approximately 191000 May 68, a six man team
(4 PRUS, one escapee, and cne PP soldier} was inserted at
coordinatesg Thelr mission was to inflltrate
to the ecave, neutralize the guards, and eall for helicopters
to evacuate themselves and the recovered prisoners to aafety.
A reaction force was avallable to assist 83 ,peaded.
All team memhers Were dressed gs VEC to rgcilitate their move-
ment in the area. It was estimated that the infilivation
would take six or seven dayas. .

(d) The teams movements were restricted from the outset

because of extensive enemy activity in the area. The tearm

0 o O~ oW = oW N

v
[=]

11

made contget with-an enemy unit on the night of*May 20.Because 12

the team!'g presence in the area had been compromised, and
their movements so restricted, they requested that they be
withdrawn, The team was“exfiltrated at 210915H May
(e) Alternative apprdaches to the prablem are being
examined. .
u. Regovery Operations 22-28 May 19660

13
1
15
15
17
i8

(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN. The 11 ACR centactedi 19

the plantation director, on 24 May. He had not been able to
recontact the VC during the part week because aof enemy
gctlvity. He wlll contlnue efforts at negotiations for PW

release.

(2) Operation RAYBURN CANE .

(a) The PRU team inserted a-n 191600H May

1968 to infiltrate to the cave in which the eiviliang

IR - =11ccc0 to be held was

exfiltrated on 210918H May because of-enemy aetivity in
the area.
{b)} The team and the ex-PW were extensively debriefed.

Intelligence personnel ¢oncluded that the three UW PWa had

been moved in April from the camp a

of movement was along the stream between

Their route

20
21
22
23
25
25
26
21
28
29
30
3
32
33

-Additionally, the cave in whi~h the three were supposed tdf

be held was in the vicinity of

—jrather than at BP

35
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{c) On 2509001 May, two Special Forces (CIDG) recon

teams, led by US personnel, were ipserted in & landing

reconnoltor the

zone ab Thelr mission:
gtream from One of the teams
will receon the cave aite at A_regetion force
1e avallable 1f needed. )

{d) Both teams have made frequent sightings of

enemy Torces. On the afternocon of 28 May, one of the

W o ~1 WM = oW N e

racon temms became heavily engaged with an enemy unit,

' A platoon-size reaction forece is being committed to aasist 10

them in breaking contact. The other team continues its 11
mission. . 12
(3) Recovery Operation near My Tho 13
(a) On 24 May, informzation was received that an 14
unknovwn number of US personnel were being detalned by a 15
VC unit in the viecinity -brm On 25 May, a VN 16
sourece Eeported that he could lead a force to a loeation 17
at_j where several US and VN personnel were 18
being held prisoner. 19
(b) The 9th Infantry Division conducted & recovery 20
operation in the vicinity of the ebove coordinates. The 21
VN source accompanied the force. The operation was 22
terminated on the evening of the 25th with negative 23
results, . 24
V. Recovery Opeprations, 26 May ~ 4 Jun 1968% 25
(1) Operation RAYBURN CANE . 26
(a) On 29 May, the reactlon force that had been 27
committed to replace one recon team recovared btwo V‘N-PH 28

on a trail, vicinityg On 30 May, these 25
individuals led the force to a PW camp al- 30

where two VN PW were recovered and one VG guard was,KIA. 31
The force was then led to a deserted PW camp, vicinity 32

L

COMUSHACY Msg, 2885,/041300Z Jun 68
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Later in the arternoun‘«hile searching the
area, two more individuals who were identified as VN FW
vere recovered and another PW was found hiding in a
cave. Finally, on 31 May, three more PW were recovered
as the team prapared for extraction from ap L7 &t

The force and PW were extractec} on 31 May.

(b) After debriefing at Ban Me Thuot, 1t was deter-
mined that the recoversd F¥ had not see
-aince shortly after the PRU raid on § April when
the Americans were moved to another eamp. All of the
PW were employed as farm laborers by the VO and had been
held at the camp at!juntil they fled during
the attack by the reaction force on 30 May. The PW had
been afrald to escape because the VC told then théy
would be Kkillled by the Amerilcana. .
(¢) On 30 May, the pbeond recon team was exfiltrated
after e.‘}:r. days on the ground. It was replaced by a
platoon-size force accompanied by one of the original
eX~PW mources. Shortly after the force left an LI at
they recovered a PW who was recognlzed by

the source, These two individuals then led the reaction

Torce to a PW camp, vicinity‘- and a cave used
as a PY camp ag Both vere deserted, but the

camp had been recently occupled and hed three buildings
8t1ll under construction. The force was extracted on
31 May. _

{d) As a result of the operation; 11 PW were
recovered, two VC were KIA and cne weapon taken. Fi;e
of the recovered PW had been village offlcials. Two of
the PW camps -a.nd_were destroyed.
There were no friendly casualtles.

{e) This area remains of intense interest to the

JPRC. It is a known WC P detentlon area and the VC are

unlikely t¢ leave the area since the valley running from

CRET " F-159 Appendix
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to ”15 a maJor source of food gnd
water. Although the American PY were not recovered,
it is felt that they ere still in the area since at last
report, they were in poor physical conditlon, and the VC
will probably keep them near the foad and water supply.
Efforts will contlnue to localize PW camps within the
;

area.

(2) Recovery Operation hy 173d ABN BDE

{(a) On 24 May, JPRC received information that on
1% May, two US negro PH were seen a B
On 28 May, a company of the 173d ABN BDE conducted an
assault into the area. No PW were found, bubt 1) detalnees
were taken. One of them atated that one US P¥ had been

there, bhut had besn moved to_lo days

ago. .

(b} On 30 May at 1208H, two companies of the 1734
ABN BDE made a combat asssult on An Do. No US personnel
were ro;nd, nor was any evldence 1qcated that would
verify the reported information.

(¢) Although this operation was fruitlesa, the quick
reaponae by the 1734 ABN BDE to thie perishable informa-
tion was laudable. Suech operations in accordance with

recent MACV PW recovery instruetions will insure a higher

probability of succeas in future recovery efforts.

(3) Return o
(a)
USHC, were captured by the VC on 301045K May 68 in the

and
vieinity or They wWere moved o an area in
the vieinity o The men escaped at about
010900 June 68 under cover of an ARVH attack, and made
thelr way to the ARVN unit who returned them to US

contrel.

CRET F-160 Appendix ¥
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other Americans had been ¢captured and were being held
nearby. However, the locatlon of the captured Amerilcans
could not be fixed wlth enough accuracy to warrant making
a recovery attempt. . - -

{c) Debriefing o— whose physical

condition 1z good, continues.

. Recovery Operations, 5-11 Jun 19§64

(1) Operation DAYTON INDIAN. No new developments. This

gperation will be placed in inactive files untll the VC

conteet the plantation director again.

{2) Operation PREBLE RID E .

{a) There have been repeated reports of US PW be'ing
held in several camps along the Song Qiang River, west
of Quang Ngai. Up to 18- US may be held betveen __

N S| -

(b]aA JPRC representative is in Danang ¢oordinating
plana for the inzertlon of recon teams into this area.
These SO0 teams will be.supported by reaction forces from
the American Division when required. Tentative insertion
date is 13 June.

Recovery Operatlons, 12-18 Jun 1968%%

Operation PREBLE RIDGE

(1) Pour recon teams were inserted in separate AO-vieinity

on 15 June. All four

came under enemy attack on 16 June and were extracted.

Friendly 1 WIA, enemy 2 KIA. No evidence of PW camps loeated.

Division 1s planning to sweep area.

mission to recover US PW.

{2) Since area appears to be enemy bmese camp, Americal

in planning for operationas

CV Msg, 3021/1108182 Jun 68

COMUSHMACV Mag, 3147,/1813037 Jun 68
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¥. Recovery Operations, 16-26 Jun 196B%

Operation PREBLE RIDGE. The Americal Dlvision is

aweeping the area. Thus far, they have experienced light

contact with the enemy and have not found any PW camps.

Z. Recovery QOperations, 26 Jul - 2 Jul 1568"_ .

Operation PREBLE RIDGE
I
{1) The Americal Division 1s conducting e battalion-

sized operation through the PREBLE RIDOE AO., Xrown as
VANCE CANVON, the operation commenced at the east gide of
the area on 21 June &nd will last as long as operations
in the area are productive.

(2) During the first week's operations, there was
light enemy contact., An arme cache was captured at

n 26 June. Total results for the week were:

friendly - § WIA; enemy - 6 NVA KIA, 46 individual _

wWweapans and nine crev-served weapons Were captured. HNo

PW camps Were located.,

™

MACV Msg, 3276/2513052 Jun 68
COMUSMACY Msg, 3408/0213332 Jul 68
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aa. Recovery Operations, 3-9 Jul 196§
Operation PHEELE RIDGE. The En opEration conducted by

the American Divieilon in the PREBLE RIDGE A0 was terminated
thls week with no further significant contact. No signs of
recent PYW activity were found, and this area has.been

removed from the high probability PW camp areas.
*

bb. Recovery Operations, 10-16 Jul 1968#4 .
(1) Operation. On 9 July an element of the

Sth Special Poreces Group conducted an operation againzt a PW
camp alleged to hold 26 PW including an ARVN officer. The
position aof the camp -] was reported by an alleged
escapee on 7 July and was confirmed by a US FAC. The PW
camp was found as described; however, i1t had been abandoned.

(2) 25¢h Division Operation

{a)} On 9 July, the JPRC received reporta concerning

an underground bunker a“ alleged to hold
‘ 20-40 QE and OVN PW, and coordinated the planning cof &

recovary operation with the 25th Division.

(b) Operation commenced at 161200 July with 4/23D
Mech attacking from the road in the vielnity or-

to seize the PW camp,.

(e¢) The source who provided the information is
accompanying the attacking force. At the time of this
report, the force had not located the alleged came site.

cc. Recovery Operatlons, 17-23 Jul 196B5ama

(1) 25th Division Operaticn

(a) The operation by 4/23D Mech to leeate an alleged
underground PW bunker was conducted en 16-July in bhé
vielnity ox—with negative results. The
source accompanied the APCs but was unable to locate the
burker. He stated that he belleved the PW camp to be 2
kan further NE.

AUSHACY [lsg, 3544/091255Z July 64

MUSMACV I'sg, 3697/1613012 July 68
COMUSMACV Mug, 3830/2313202 July 68
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(b) Another sweep was conducted om 20 July in the
vicinity o 1th negative results. The 25th
Division is conducting other operatlons in this AQ and
#1ll be alert to recover the PW 1f located.

(2) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD - e

{a) on 21 July, the JPRC received a repert of two
separate sightings of three Caucasian PW 1n'the vicinity
of Quan Lol A JPRC representative arrived at
Quan Lol on 22 July, and 1t was declded to launch a
recovery operation on 23 July using & platoon of PRU and
a platoon from S00 assets. The lat Bde, 18t Inr would
provide a company, reaction force, and artillery and air
support.

(b) The operation commenced at 230630H, with two
platoons landed by helo a.t- A Hontagnard
souree Accompanied the férece, which proceeded with light
enemy csntact tovard the objective. At 2313300 the force
located‘an enemy base camp & consisting af
14 buildings and 15 to 20 bunkers with blankets, tools
and medical supplies, The camp contained no PW and only
& two or three-man guard force.

(c) As of the time of this report, preparations are

being made to extract the forces.

dd. Recovery Operations, 24-30 Jul 1968# .

(1) Operation MILWAUKEE ROAD

(a) The base camp located a-had been

abandoned within the hour. The PRU and S0G teams were

extracted by 231700H.end the base camp was destroyed }y
artillery fire.

(b} The Montagnard source and gulde was debriefed on
the evening of 23 July. He was very frightened by the
helo ride and shooting, but affirmed that they had reached
the base campe where the PW had been sighted five days

eviously,

COMUSMACY Msg, 3975/3012032 July 68 i
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(2) 173d ABN Operation

{a) On 28 July, the JPRC received information that
sources of the 1734 ABN BDE had reported the presence
of four US POW in the Cay Giep Mountains The
1734 ABN BDE has planned and started &n opgration to
recover the PW.

(b) At 290300R twWo seven-man 1ong—range'patrols {LRP}

were inserted by boat a Thae

teams area to infiltrate to two camps reported at
_reapectively. As of the time
of this report, the LRP are proceeding norﬁml].y and have
made no contacts. .
(c) Artiliery, gunships, FAC end a company reaction
force Are gvailable for support. If the LPR operation
falls to locate the FW, it 4is ;ala.nned to insert two FRU

for additional reconnaissance.

ee. Recovery Operations, 31 Jul - & Aug 19631
o

{1) 1734 APN BDE Uperation

{a) The filrst LRP completed its misaion to investi-
gate alleged PW activity at— on 3 Aug with
negative results, and was extracted.

{b) The second LRP located an occupied enemy camp at

on 2 Aug. One VC who aWoke &nd dlgaovered
the LRP was silently killed. The team investigated

their target a-wit.h negative results. On
3 Aug the team returned to the camp qt_g
that

Tinding it just abandoned. A bullding was found
hed been used to house PH. GI Books.and A web belt were
Tound indicating presence of US PW. A list of 995 VN PW
and other documents were taken.

(c) On 4 Aug a BN cordon and search operation was

canducted at Kuan Vinh village with negative results,
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(d) Aaditional egent reports located posaible PW
aites will be investigated during the next few days.
The abandoned PW camp will be plated under surveillance
by 7 Aug. A JPRC representative 1s at Bon_s _S?ng to

asslst in planning further recovery opaeratlions in this

-,
’

area.

{(2) 1l1lth LT INF BDE Operations

{a} JPRC received information on 2 Aug that an agent
had reported a PW camp on 31 July alleged to ceontain 30
US and 25 ARVN PW at—] The camp was reported
to have been active about one month, and the source was
¥Willing to guide a rescovery operation.

{b) The 1lth LT IHF BDE conducted a company airmobile
assault on 4 Aug, landing al:- The source led
them down several traills,but became disoriented aﬁg-loat.
The company aea.rched‘ the entire valley to the south without
enemy cgnhnct, and was extracted at 041600H at BS 5864.

£f. Recovery QOperations, 7-13 Aug 1968%

Operation CUSTER LANCE (Formerly 173d ABN BDE Operation)

(1) Company cordon and gearch operations were conducted

on villages ot

;)n 7 - 11 Aug. HNo priscners were found, ang
detainees questioned provided no new information on FY
locations.

(2) Five LRP are engaged in searching. for reported PW
canmpe throughout the mountain area. The abandoned PW camp
at was placed under surveillance on 7 Aug. Two
Sandia saismic detectilon devices wera emplaced near the
camp on 12 Aug.

(3) The 173d ABN BDE forces were gugmented by two BRIGHT

LIGHT teams of 12 men each on 9 Aug. One team 1s attempting

a military prisoner snateh in an AQ vicinitvg and

F%IMCV Mag, 4303/1312262 Aug 66
TOP/B‘ﬁ P-166 Appendix F
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willl investigate a cave at reported to contain
three P¥W on 9 Aug. The second team 1s employed with the
Sandis devices to monitor the abandoned PW camp and search
another A0.

(4) Many enemy have been aighted by the recon-teams,
end some light contact has been made. Operatiogs are planned
in this area for two more weeks in attempts to iocate the
four allegedq US PW.

gg. Recovery Operations, 14-20 Aug 1968%
Operation CUSTER LANCE. The two BRIGHT LIOGHT teams were

extracted 16 Aug upon completlon of theilr missions and
returned to Panang om 17 Aug., The 173d ABN BDE conmtinues to
monitor the Sandis devices, and to keep the PY camp at
ﬁunder surveillance. Operations in and arcund the
Cay Ciep Mountain area will eontinue for another week -4n
attempte to locallze any US PH.

hh. Recovery Operaticns, 21-27 Aug 19604%

.

Operation CUSTER LANCE. The 173d ABN BDE has thoroughly

searched the areg and belie;es the enemy forces and PW have
moved out. The PW camp located a” was the only
evidence of US PW found. All forces have been removed from
the Cay Ciep Mountain area because of other operational
commitmenta. However, the Sandia devices near the abandoned
PY cemp are belng monitored from the azir, and a reaction
force 1s avallable il the enemy returna,

i1i. Recovery Operations 28 Aug - 3 Sep 1968%%%
Operation CRANBERRY BOG

(1) On 2§ Aug, JPRC received a report—from Can Tho that

two Vietnamese escaped from a PW camp a_on

27 Aug, and alleged that the camp contained 35 VN priscners
and eight US PY. The camp was guarded by only edght VC. A
JPRC representative was flown teo Can Tho.

)

USMACY Meg, 4476/201304Z Aug 68
) EOMUSMACV Msg, 4635/271158Z A ' 68
COMUSMACY Msg, 4790/031122Z Sep 68

T % _ru 7 CUAUSMAGY Megz, 447672013042 Aug 68
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(2) A Provincial Reconnaigsance Unit (PRU) raid was
planned for the night of 30-31 Aug. The raiding party oon-
sisted of ona US SEAL PRU Advisor, the two escapees, and
ning PRU. Special equipment was provided by JPRC ineluding
radies, IR strobe lights, 8 small life-raft, explasive bolt
cutters and starlight scopes. The team was 1nagrtaﬂ at
1800 in an AHVN outpost aﬁabout 3006 meters from
the PW camp. At midnight, they began their infiltration to
the camp under cover of a US PAC employing the starlight
scopes. The raft was used to transport the radios and
weapans across the rlver to the PHW eamp. '

{3) At dawn, 8 reeciion force of 60 PRU was aivrborne in

helos near the camp site, and was supported by four gunships.

The raiding party attacked the guards and killed two VC
while the others ran. The raction forge lended and ogrdoned
off the grea. A total of 1%9'VN priscners, mostly ARVH and
R¥F-PF, wer%‘round shackled and standing in trenches filled
with water chest deep. They were liberated, and interro-
gated immediately regarding the US PW. There were no
Iriendly casualtiles.

(i) It was determined that the US PW has been removed
fram the camp on 28 Aug by an estimated enemy Bn, snd taken
in an unknown direction. A search of the area revealed no

clue as to the fate of the elght US. Detalled interrogation

. of the VN prisoners is continuing. The two sources were

rewarded by CORDS for thelr services. -

JJ. Recovery Operations, 4-10 Sep 1968%

Operation CRANBERRY B0G - -

{1) Debriefing and colation of information gained in
this operation continues.

(2) 15 willlon leaflets in the following mix are to be
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of captured allied personnel, ¥ million‘weapons reward,
4 million Chieu Hol, and 2 million sale conduct leaflets.
kk. Recovery Ocerationg, 11-17 Sep 19684

Operation DOGWOOD KNOT
(1) ©n 13 Sep, JPRC recelved information that..two

US PW were bheing held atﬁ They are kept in a
hut at night along the RVN side of a atream tha‘t is the
border between Cambodia and RVN. In daylight hours, they
are dispersed in sampans on the river.

{2) Reportedliy, one of the VC guards wants to defect
wlth the PW, but is unable ta get them away {rom the
viliage. The source Was returned to the area to gain
further intelligence.

{3) Planning is undervway for a recovery operation in

the early morning hours of 19 Sep whether the source returns

'

-—_] A company-sized CIDG unit #1ll be landed immediately
by helo to search the huts along the stream. Sufitable gsir

assets and reection forces are avallable to support the
misaion.
11. Recovery Operations, 18-24 Sep 1960%%

{1) Operatiion DOGWOOD RMOT

(&) The operation planned for 19 Sep wWas canecdled

because of dated intelligence, inundated landing zones

making ap airmobile assault marglnal, and the likelihscé

of enemy fire support from and PW removal to the
Cambodian side of the stream. - -

(b) On 21 Sep, new intelligence was received when

the agent returned from the village at- ne

two US PW have been moved to the vieclnity of a Cambodizn

cutpost 1000 meters inte Cambodia at._]

OMJSMACY tsg, 5073/1710362 Sep 68
COMUSMACY t'sg, 5235/2411402 Sep 68
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{¢)} The agent has returned to the area and was
instructed to try to have the sympathetlc guard bring
the US P¥ out for the revard money. The sgent iz due
to report out on 2l Sep.

(d) Attempts are being made to confirm the presence
and obtain the identity of the two US allesgd prisoners.
The area 1a under c¢close survelllance in the'event the
prisoners gre returned to RVN, and plans have been
formulated for a recovery operation. Because af the
thin intelligence and the 11 Americans gtill detainsd in
Phnom Penh, no clearance for an o¢peration into Cambeodia
1s sought at this time. .

(2) Operation AZALEA CREEK

{a} A female prisoner escaped from a VC prison camp
vicinity'an 17 Sep. The camp ¥vas alleged_to hold
70-100 VN prisoners and -two US PH. The source was willing
to guiQE a recovery.operation. N

{b) A JPRE representative was gent to Can Tho, Bag
Lieu, and ¢z Mau to coo;dinate the operation. After
naceasary caordination with SA IV Corps, 2lst ARVM Div,
SA An Yuyen Provinoe and the Province Chief, an operation
vias launched at first light 21 Sep.

(c) A RF Company with US advlsors and command element
was landed by helo. Tacticel aiy and naval gunfire
support wWere available but not required. The camp was
located, but had been abandoned. Further ground search
located 2% Vietnamesae prisoners hidden in elephant
grass and guarded by one female VC. — -

(&) The guard and three VC suspects were captured,
and the prisoners 1liberated. Debrief of the prisoners
reveals that the operation was compromised. The VC
removed the prisoners at midnight before the operation

in two gréups. The second group of about 20 VN PW was

1
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moved toward the U-Minh forest, and was not found. The

prisoners had hesard of two US PW being kept in the area,

but had never seen them. There were no ce&sualties,

(3) Operation CUSTER LANCE. The 173d ABN BDE continues
patrol activity in the Bong Son area to investlgate spot
reports of US PW in the area. The Sandla devlices which were

I
planted at the abandoned PW camp a'—}on 10 Aug are

still actlve and being periodically monitored from the air.

mm. Recovery Operations, 25 Sep - 1 Oct_1968%

Operation SAGINAW LAKE

(1) On 10 Sep, the llth Armored CAV REG received informa-
tion that a PW camp was lccated in an enemy base area vicinity

Agents were sent to gain confirming information., On

27 Sep, additional information was reported from two different
sources, alleging the presence of nine US PWH, a hospital,
ammo plant and supply area which i2 heavily defenged.

(2) Deteiled planning and coordination is underway for a
multi-battalion cordon and search operatlion to recover the
PW and destroy the base camp. JPRC is participating in the
planning and will provide special teams and equipment to
aecure the PW Af reguired.

nn. Recovery Operations, 2-8 Qct 1068m%

{1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE

(a) Planning for this operation continues., On 2 Qct

a JFRC representative visited the 1lth Armored CAV REG

to asalst them in formulating a concept for the operation.
The tentative plan envisions a multi-battalion cerdon and
reaction force to exploit intelligence af.the target'area
obtalned by Special Forces or PRU recon teams, A target
date for executlion of this operation has not been estab-
lished at this time due to other tactilecal priority

misslons.

Q..USHACY Msg, 5395/011214Z Qct 68
COMUSHACY Nsg, 5532/081118Z Oct 68
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{b) Intelligence updating on the target arez will
continue until forces are available te conduce the
operation.

{2) Unilateral Recovery Operations

(a) On 5 Oet, the Vinh Binh PRU conducied.a uni-
lateral prisoner recovery operatlon against a VC camp
at ' -

{b] The camp location wes provided by & woman who
recelved a clandestine message from her husband who was
being held in the camp. She reported the information
to a PHYU noldier who passed it to his US advisor.

{c) This cperatlon resulted in the recovery/libera-
tion of 27 VN prlaonera. There vere no Iriendly
casualtles. .

{d) Datailed debriefing of the recovered priscners
is being conducted to determine possible knowledge of
Us pW 12 the area. ,

(e) This is the third successful recovery operation

conducted in the Delta in little over a month.

oo, Recovery'Operations, 9-15 QOct 19460%

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE. Planning responsibility has

been shifted Lo CQ lst INF DIV because of the scale of the

regquired operation. Current concept ¢alls for verification

ol PW cemp peositiona by PRU Trecon teams followed immedirtely

by cordon and segrch operations, extractlon of any PW

located, and destruction of the snemy base area. This target

will not be struck untdl after 20 Oct due to prior commitments.

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH - -

(a) On 15 Oct, JPRC receilved information that a VC PW

camp was located at- The source, the wife of

a VC guard, alleged there were five U3 and 80 VN PW in the

camp guarded by 40 VC, One of the US is reportedly a

Oct 68

OMUSNMACV Msg, 5681/151312Z
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Captain in poor health. The VC guard has agreed to
protect tbe priscners during & raid in return for &
reward and his freedom. His wife must return to the
camp on 16 Oct, as she was out on a J8-hour medical
pass. - .

{b)" A JPRC representative was I"lown 1mm€diate1y
0 Ca Mau where IV Corps representatives we;e planning
for a recovery operation. The concept is not firm &t
this time, but wlll involve o PRU raiding force supple-
mented by other IV Corps assets. This operation will
be conducted ASAP.
Recovery Operations, 16-22 Oct 19684 .

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE
(a) Since 17 Oect, three attempts have been mﬁhe with

PRU recon teams $0 confirm the location of the PW gamps.
In one case, the PRU teah leader was killed, and the
camps h?ve not been ,.confirmed.

{b)} Further attempts are being made to insert recon
teams in the area. CG 1st DIV is prepared to conduct
the operatlon as soon as verification of the PW locatiloen
1s achleved.

(2) Operation SAGE BRUSH

{a) A recovery operation was conducted on 1B Oo%t at

A 120-man PRU -force

the alleged PW camp at
with US leadership searched the area for four hours
without locating any PW or enemy activity. A VC viilage
was located 2 im from the site with only women and
c¢hlldren present. The village fortifdicatdons wWere
destroyed, wlth no casaulties on either side.

(b) Extensive debriefl of sources, guldes and village
residents 135 belng conducted in order to determine the

causes and motives for the apparent deceptlon and

uSHALY Msg, 5841/221037Z2 Oct 68
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compromise. Preliminary investigation indicates that
a PW camp was widely rumored to be in the area, and
the sources and his female relative thought that =
large operation might locate and recover the PW and
they would get the reward. The elaborate details and
notes were fabricated in order to generate a recovery
operation. '

(3) QOperation QUSTER LANCE. No agctivity has taken

place 1n this 173d ABN BDE AO this month, and this operation

haa terminated.

N
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99. Recovery Operations, 23-29 October 1968 #
(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE ‘
(a) The II FFV LRRP Company has been committed to

the recon mission for thias operation. The coperation
ocommenced on Oct with the lnsertion of foun teama for an
estimated three day mlasion. An air eavalry feaction rarce
is available, and up to two battalions can 6; committed

from the lst Diviasioen if recon results warrant exploitation.

v oo ~ o\ o N

A JPRC rep has been present at all planning meetings, and
the LRAP have been furnished silenced/weapons and chain 1o
cutters. 11

(b) Two of the LRRP'a made conteet with enemy forces 12

of unknown size shortly after insertion and required 13
extraction. The other two teams are still on the ground 14
and are operational. The-two extracted teams will bhe re- 15
inserted today. * 16
(2) Operation JUNIPER BERRY 17

(a) On 27 Oct JPRC was advised that & woman had escaped 18
from a PY camp at—_]on 24 Qet. The oamp was 1%
alleged to contain 1 U.5., 56 ARVN, and 20 civ prilgoners, 20
and to be guarded by 12 V.C. AJPRC rep was flown to Can 21
Tho, and & PRU qperation planned for 28 Oct. 22

(b} The escapee, the wife of the Chief of Staff (ARVN) 23
for Ba Xuyen Province, would not accompany the raid. At 24

0800 on 28 Oct a force of 50 PRU was landed on the target 25

without opposition. Some bunkers were loeated, but 1t did 26
not appear to be 2 PW site. The force was moved & 27
q a more likely looking area, and two VC were detained. 28
The area vwas searched from the alr and ground until 1030 29
when all forces were extracted. A detalled debriefing is 20
underway. 31

Msg, 5969/291210A Oct 568
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rr. Recovery Operations, 30 October to 5 November 1968 *

(1) Operation SAGINAW LAKE

(a) Four LRRP teams were maintained on the ground in
the AO from 29 Oct through 3 Nov. They thoroughly searched
the area finding enemy patrols, fighting posliions, and
other evidence of enemy occupation but no 13?39 canps of
facilities.

(b} A conventional hattallion sweep of the aresa
commenced on 5 Nov and will be terminated on 6 Nov unless
results warrant a larger effort.

8a. Recovery Operations, 6-12 November 1968 **

(%) Operation SAYIGHNAW LAKE, A battalion sweep through the

A0 was coapleted on 6§ Nov. A small abandoned enemy camp was
located, but no evidence of & PW camp was found., This operation
is termipated. - —

(2) operation RAYBURN CANE III

(a) ;ﬁrther information has been gained from an excapee
from the camp complex in eastern Darlac Provinee. There are
three pnahible camp aite; where three U.S, missionaries may
be held. An operation has been planned to search for the
camp in the vielnity o

(b) A speciel leaflet has been produced designed to
encourage ald to the missionaries. These leaflets are mixed
with regular reward and Chieu Hol leaflets, and are to be
dropped in the base area complex on 12 Nov,

(c) A special recon team of 15 men will be inserted on
16 Nov with a planned search mission of three days. Alr
support and a company- reactlon force will he provided.by I
FFV. URC-6% radios, M-79 pump guns, a silenced M-16 and
speclal signalling equipment were provided through JFRC.#®

OMUSMACY Msg, 33539/051355Z Nov &8
COMUSMACYV Msg, 30898/12130%2 Nov 68
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tt. Recovery Operations, 13-19 November 1966 #

(1) Operation RAYBURN CANE ITII.
(a) Additional guestioning of source and visual recon

flown 15 Nov indicate source escaped from camp at-

This is in the immediate area of three PW camps
located on Operation RAYBURN CANE II in May 68, indicating
that the PW camp complex has been reoccuplied,

{b) A speecial recon team of three U.S, and 12 indigenous-
members was inserted at at last 1light on 17 HNav.
They are proeceeding toward the cbjective area with no enemy _
contact during first 48 houras. The team is prepared to
continue until PH 21 MNov and a company reaction forse is
standing by for insertion if an oceupled PW cite is located.

uu, Recovery Operations, 20-26 November 1968 wa

(1) Operation RAYBURN cn&n III. —

{a) This operation wes terminated 211150 Nov when the
recon tdam was extracted after being compromised and tracked
by enemy foreces. While making the 201700 Nov radio contact
the team had established a small perimeter vicg
when twe VC scouts walked up on the team and observed them.
The twa VC scouts turned and ran down the trail before the
team could react. Shortly after they vere compromised the
team heard two shots which are normally used by the VC in
that area to sound an alarm. )

(b) The team had observed a large VC village approx one
one kllometer west of their compromided location and they
Telt an enemy search force would soon saturate the area.

An extraction was réﬁuested. - il

(¢} The FAC on station selected an extraection L2 but the
team was unable to reach the LZ before dark., They selected
a secluded area to await [irst light and as soon as the

morning haze lifted on 21 Nov the team was extracted from

wlthout inecident,

OMUSMACY Msg, 36519/191305Z Nav 68
) COMUSMACV sg, 3810472612252 Nov 68
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{d) A plan i1s being developed to infiltrate Montagnard

i

fcoutsinto the area to determine if the U.S. prisoners were

s

moved as a result of the Tecon team belng observed. When the

-

PW camp locstion has been confirmed, a [ollow-up operation is

planned. . s S

{2) Operation NORFOLK TAR. 6

(a) An NVA rallier who turned himsell 1nfto tha_lat Cav 7

) Div last wesk has disclosed the location of & PF¥ camp at:- E
The ecamp ig reported to c¢ontain two U.S. and at o

least eight ARVH priscnera. Polygraph tests indicate the 10

source is probably telling the truth, ) 11

{b) Source believes he can giide a recovery to the camp 12

and has volunteered to accompany U.S. forces con this operation. 12

{c)} Co A, 5th Special Forces Group hes developed g 14
concept of cperation and,will execute B recovary attempt as 1=
of operation and will execute & recovery Attempt g soon BE 16

the congept is approved by II FFORCEV. The JPRC w111 continue 17

to monitor this operation and will provide assistence as ig
required. 19
vv. Recovery Operations, 27 November -3 December L968w rh]
(1) Operation NOHFOLK TAR. 2z
(a) The vperation was approved and supported by II FFV. azg

Co A, 5th SFQ waa to doncuct the raid on 1 Deg after 23
infiltration of a recon team on the night of 30 Nov. There 24
was a Bn from the 1lst Cav Div and one Troop of Air Cav aa 23
reaction force. 26
(b) The recon team was inserted at 2300 on 30 Nov and 27

wWas accompanied by the Hol Chanh. Aftsr moving towqrd the 28
objective for two hours, they observed a line of 25 to 3Q 29

flashlights moving abreast towards them. Artillery was called 32
in and the lights went out. About 30 minutes after the

3
artillery ceased the lights went on again and continued to 3z

COMUSMACV Msg, 39588/031106Z Dee 68
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- close. The recon team returned %o the LZ and waz extracted,
"\ and Spooky {AC-A7) was called in on the search party.
{a) Because of the compromipe and the OB indiecating
two NVA regiments in the area, the agsult waa termipated.
The source refused to return to the area. €o A, 5th SFG
. plans ta.redevalop the target ared wvhen enemy action
subaides, ’
{2) Operation SAGE BRUSH II. .
wd {a) on 18 Oct 68 & PRU foroe ralded an alleged PW camp

_l The source for this cperation was reporting 10

hearsay evidence of a Py camp in the area, and had not actually 11

W o 9 M EF W N

seen the camp. The camp was not found on the raid. 12

(b) On 1 Dec an escapee from the same camp wes re- 13

coverad by the PRU. He has been extenslvely interrogated 1y

and polygraphed. He was in the camp at the time of_the 15

October raid, and heard the loudspesker aireract which were 16

— employed. He estimates the actual camp position about 1500 17
meters from the ralded site (about . Thias source 18

confirms that there Bre ;hree u.s. in the aamp. 19

" (¢) Planning is underway for a second recovery operation 20

in the next 72 hours. A JPRC representative is present, and 21

special egquipment will be furnished. 22
(3) Recovery of Bodies from Helo Crash. 23

(a) On 27 Nov a UH-1 from the USAF 20th Helo squadron 24
was shot down in Cambedia at i}with 10 persons on 25
board. Five men were rescued alive by ancther helo from 26
the 20th squadon. The remaining filve were believed killed 27
in the fire, . ~- - - 28

{(b) On 29 Nov a recovery team was inserted at the site. 29
After checking for booby traps and finding no sight of enemy 30
activity, the team recovered the remains of five persons, The 31

team was extracted without contact, 32

ij’ \
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ww. Recovery Operations, 4-10 December 1968 *
(T (1) Operztion SAQGE BRUSH II

{a) The raid commenced st noon on 8 Dec with one PRU

company and two mobile strike force companieg from Co D,
5th SFQ inserted by helo on the primary target. vi:.

but had been

avandoned at least 24 nours earlier. The camp was exactly
as the escapee had described it with the exceptien of two

L.

new structures built since his excape. Tﬂeﬁty pounds of
doeumentq and samples of leg stock leg irons and medicines
were captured and the eamp set on fire. 50 detainees were
taken from a nearby VC hawlet for questioning.

{b) At 1400 hours a helo participating in the pperation

sighted another previously unknown cemp and personnel at

and the reserve moblle strike lorce company was

and the gusvrds and
approxlmately 60 Vietnamese prisonere fled. Seven Vietnamese
civllian prisoners vere recovered. Near the extraetion L2
a brief fire fight ensued wlth 2 VC captured and 4 VC KIA.
A total of approximately 37 structures were destroyed in
the camps and near by ¥C hamlets during the operation
after vhich air strikes were called in to complete the
destructicon of the primary target PW camp, causing one
secondary explosion. There were no friendly casuaslties.
{c) Battlerield interrogation of the ¥ prisonere ;e-
covered revealed no knowledge of U.S. prisoners. Further
interrogation of these returnees and the 50 detainees is
underway, and the documents are belng screendd by CDEC for

any information on U.8. prisoners,

COMUSMACY Mag, 41173/101251Z Dec 68
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J (1) Operation ELM STREET
(a) ELM STREET 1s the code name which has been given

x%. Recovery Operations, 11-17 December 1958 a

to the pending operation being developed by IV Corps Hq
and the Ministry of Chieu Hol in Kien GQlang Prbvince,

(b) Information cobtained on 16 Dee indicgtes there are

probably six U.S. prisoners being held in the camp instead

of the four prisoners previously reported.

{c) The VC platoon leader has been provided with a

gemall gamera and a note book with inatructions to obtaln

plctures of and blographical data on the prisonera.

(d) Hegotiations will continue in an attempt to effect

their release.

(2) Operation

SAGE BRUSH II

(a) Information is s€11) filtering out of the area in

o
which this operation was conducted. Local inhabitants have

stated fhat seven VC'cadre were killed by the gunships at

—j They further stated that the prisoners were

moved hecause of & planned naval operation in the area.

They said they had no forewarning of the recovery operation.

(b) Documenta captured during this operation consist

ol notebeoks, memoranda, perscnal letters, interrogatiocn

reports and PW rosters as well as rosters of the VO Securisy

Section in Cail Nouc District and other Security Agenciles of

Ca Mau Province, and VC MR-3, In addition, the PW camp SOP

and regulations, interrogation instruction booklets and VC

EEI were among the captured documents. Initlal readout of

these documents revedl there 1s a complex of gix separate

camps in the area containing 444 prisoners. A detailed

readout of these documents is in progress,

(e} It is believed the priscners will be moved to a

new location as & result of this operation. PRU assets are

Cv I'sg,

TOP RET
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attempting to determine where they will be moved in
order to conduet another recovery operation.
{d) Photographs taken in the P¥ camp wlll be for=-

warded under separate cover.
yY¥. Recovery Operationg, 1B-2h December 1968 #- ..

(1) Operation ELM STREET ,
(a)} Authorities of the Gia Dinh Chieu Hol Center and

Mr Anh of the Ministry of Chieu Hol have presented the KKK .
terms of rally to Fresident Thieu for consideration by
the Government of Vietnsam. *

{b) The KKK are reportedly willing to rally end return
the six U,S5. PY two days after being informed of the GVH's
acceptance of them as Hol Chan.

{(¢) At the last meeting between Chieu Hol officials
and KEX representatives mo mention was made of VC elements

being involved in the rally or of enemy held U.S. PW.

{2) Oggggtion SEATTLE FAIR

{a) A 525 agent from Phan Thiet, who operates in the
yicinity or- rep::rbed 13 V.S., 26 RCY, ) Philipino
and numerous Vi PWs were lacated in the vielnity of Ong
Hountail— The 302 VC Bn is charged with security
of the enemy's installations in the ares. Allegedly this
Force was moved out of the area on 20 Dec till af'ternoon
of 22 Dac. NADPhan Thiet decided that they would react
to this information on 20 Dec.

{b) NAD initiated plsnning immediately snd noticed the
JPRC with an intent message on 21 Dec. JPRC reps were
dispatched and attended a final missien br-lefing at aiIGDOH
Dec. IFFV designated Task Porce South as the Command element.
In order to accomplish the mission before the 302 VC Bn
returned 50 the area the action team had to be inserted,

fix the target and liberate the PW by 221200H Dec 68.

s Meg, U4164/2411252 De 8-

TOP SECRET F-182 Appendix F
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(c) The action team was inserted at last light on
on 21 Dec. During the evening and night the team could
not find a high speed trall and had not reached their
objective by 221200H De¢. At thie time the decosopm was

was made to agbort the mission. - s
(d) The JPRC has requested that an increased intelli-
F 4
gence collection effort be mounted in thls area by both

1 and IIFFV., When more information becomes avallagble this

W o N ovyon e o

operatlion willl be relnitiated.
{3) Unilateral Operaticn Conducted by ARVN in An Yuyen Province.l0

On 19 Dec the An XUYEN Province Chief directed & four company 11
unilaterel prisoner recovery operation in Cal Nouo bDistrict 12
vic This 1g in the same general area in which 13
Operation SAGE BRUSH II was conducted but was based on what 1y
was thought to be more eurrent intelligence. Thers Hag_yegative 15
enemy ¢ontact during instruotion and very few people were 16
in the objg?tive area. The reported camp was not found. 17
One V¢ hoagital, completely stocked with medical supplies and 18
equipment was rfound. One cache consisting of an B2mm mortar 19
and seven rounds of mortar ammunition was also found in the 20
area. There were no {riendly caualties. Ho personnel were 21
recovered. 22

{4) 25th Div Qperation. lst Bde, 25¢th Inf Div, in coordi- 23
nation with & representative from the JPRGC, has formulated .24
& tentative plan to conduct this recovery operation as socon 25
as forces are available. The Deputy €O, 25th Diy was briefed 26
on the concept on 19 Dec and has approved it. No date has a7
been set for the conduct of this operation. _ o 28

TOPASECRET F-183 Appendix P



zz. Recovery Operations, 25-31 December 1968 *

( )

(2) OPERATION ELM STREET. The GVN ig considering conditions

for the rally of the KKX. However,— an employee

of USAID, 13 in contact with the KKK concerning the return
of the U.8. PW. The JPRC 1a continulng to monitor these
discussions,

(3) RECOVERY OF ARVN PRISONERS IN AN XUYEN PROVINCE. The
ARVN 32nd Regiment recovered 83 ARVN PW during a search and

clear operation nerth of CA.MAU in an XUYEN Province vieinity
ﬁon 23 Deo. Although this was not a Recovery
Operatlon, elements of the ARVN 32nd Regiment discovered
the PW camp in theilr A0, surprised the guard forces and - e
released the 83 pPU'a,
{4) RELEASE OF 3 U.S. PW FROM EASTERN NAM BO. The enemy

has stated they released the three men on 22 Dec 6B, As yet
they have hot returned to U,S. CONTROL: Another discussion
meeting with the enemy is acheduled for 0101007 Jan 69. The
JPRC 18 continuing to monltor the progress of thig release.

(5) 25TH_INF_DIV OPERATION. Delayed by the enemy threat

to TAY NINH CITY.

(6) PRU_OPERATIONS .

(a) PRU copducted an aperation in VINH BINH Province
to recover 3 U.S, and 10 VN PW's. Allegedly held in the

vicinity ofﬁ The operation conducted op 27 Dec

CIKCPAC Msg, 0103042 Jan 69
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resulted in capsure of six enemy. Detriefing of the
captured VC may revesal the validity of the information.
{b) The Baclieu FRU conducted an unilateral PW
recovery operation on 27 Decexber in the vicinity or-
—J This raid resulted in recovery of 20 civilians

and three ARVR FW and 23 enemy captured.

(7) FP=105 PANDA 01, DOWN IN LAOS.
(a) 25 Dec JSARC reported an ¥-105,

7

s

down at- The pilot was cbeerved hanging from

hia chute in the treea. JOLLY GREEN 17 went 4in for the

plck up and a PJ vas lowered to the ground where he was
. WIA. At this time JG-17 came under attack and wgs forced

out of the area. During the course of his maneuvering the
hoist cable was broken, dropping the aircrevw member and
negating any chance of racovering thes PJ. JSARC notified
JPRC and requested a bright light be initiated, JSARC almo
indicatid that both men were posaible KIA and omly an

electronic search would continue.

(b) 26 Dec: AlE's received strong beeper signals from

the erea where the PJ and pilot were lost

A bright light team was positioned at NKP and

placed in a hold atatus pending further word for JSARC.

At 271200H Dec Tth AP deternmined that a rescue attempt

vould not he feasible and JSARC notir_ied JPRC te¢ cancel

the oright light alert and return the team %o Ata duty

station.

TP CRET

———

F-185

(8) ﬁﬁIGHTIHG IN LADS. SAR reported a&
-—aightins in Laos viclnityh An A-1

SANDY PILQT reported he observed
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- PART VI, JPRC HISTORY, 1969 -

( A. (p&] OROANIZATION )
ssionsg/Functions
1. ¢ In June 1965, MACSOG published an Organization and

Bns Manual which set forth the mission and functions of

Pune
the Center. The JPRC is identified within the MACSOG organiza=-
tion as Recovery Studies Group, MACS0G-80, and under JPRC
Dire?tnr is divided intec Admindistrative, Intelligence and

“ Operations tlons.
) Tab _§ contains the mission of the Center and the
funetions of the Director and the Intelllgence and Operations

Division =3 prescribed in the manual.

EVASION AD ESCAPE (E:iE)

Survival Kits

a. The Seventh Alr Porce, i& coordination with the JPRC,
took ateps, in 1969, to update and incorporate recommended
changes in thé ELE aerial delivery kits.

( b. It was determined that two kits would be pre-positioned

at both Danang AFB and Nahkon Phanom RTAFB.

I 0:bte 110
a. On 31 December 1gss,m escaped

from the VC after having been & priscner for five years.

The information provided by!w&a determined to be

invaluable in assisting the JPRC to develop guidance and

procedures for future recovery operations.it
b. His debriefing Contained the following information:

) . |

Seventh Alr Force Regulation 67-23, 15 July 1969,
¢ CIMCPAC itag. 0918552 Jan 69,
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Program Review. In conjunction with JUSPAD and the

June 1969, began a long-range review of the PW psychologleal
operations and reward program for the purpose of making the
entire program more effective. Major areas to be reviewed yvere

media, themes , target audience, arid locale. It was expected

__that this revieu_‘would take several months to aceomplish and
A]

first six months of 1969, the following rewards were pald

as part of the reward program.

A. A Vietnhamese farmer recelved $400 for recovering the

remains of _’ 1st Cavalry Division, who

had been MIA since 1 April 1968. .

B. A Vietnamese farmer was pald $400 for recovering the

remains ot—] 9th Infantry Division, who

had been MIA since 19 February 1968.

¢. A reward payment of $100 was made to-~a Vietngmese

civilian who located the remains ofu us

Navy.

d. -Hho recovered the bodies of twe Alr Porce

officera found at an A-26 ecrash site were pald $400.

P-188
TOP 3 &T Appendix F
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} Field Pracedures. In 1969, fleld force commandera

profulgated standardized procedures in order that recovery
operaticns for PUWs could be launched with a minimum loss of
time. Thess steps were initiated as the result of tthe -COMUSMACY
polliey change which encouraged field oommanders to bg glert to
the possibility of teking immedlate action to recover PWs when
-surricient information was available. Tab 10 ie &n example of

a directlve of thls type which was published by Headquarters,

I Field Forces Vietnam. ’

MACS00 Support of JPRC. Because of the continuing

diffieculties encountered in cocrdinating conventional force
operations, MACSCG, in July 1969, tasked sach of the three
command and control (C&C) Detachments to be prepared to provide,
on call, an exploltation force of~up to one company of men to
conduct PW recovery operations.® “'The TOR which esteblished this
additional suppngt te the JPRC by HACSOG forces is contain;d in
‘ab 11 .

Chronology of Operations, 1969. PFollowing 1s a

clogy of rvecovery operations and related activities during
the perdod 1 Januvary 1968 tc 2 September 1969 as reported by
the JPRC.
a. Operations, 1-7 Jan 1969%%

(1} Operation ELM STREET

(a) e USAID employee, Was in contact
vwlth the alleged VYC camp commander on 3 Jan and the
defection of the VC guards with five US PWs was “arrqpsed“
for 041430 Jan. According to the information provided

by- the PW camp was located in Xien Giang
Province, near Ha Tien atﬁ(approximately one

kilometer south of the Cambodlan border).

R — —

S)AACS00 Msg, 3106102 Jul 69. —
1 COMUSMACV Mag, 133670711212 Jan 69.

——
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{b) The VC commander said he would ignate & yellow
amoke grenade at 1530 hours to mark his and ths Pus
location. The C&C helicopter would land at that loca-
tion, covered by gunships and LOHs, piek up the defeo-
tors and the PWs s&nd take them to Ha Tden. . _

{e¢) To msvoild an ambush and to provide a force to
sweep the area once the pickup had been madé: a
reactlion/precovery force of one CIDG company would be
avallable from the Ha Tien Special Foroes camp.

(d) At 041430 Jan, the recovery hellcopter was
over the target area but there was no signal from the
ground. A% 1500 hours, the CIDG company was inserted,
the area was sealed off and a thorough Searph of the
ared was conducted. The ares is. flat, relatively open
With very little cover or concealment for a camp. _The
avweep revealed that therd was no camp nor peopls in
the tar§et area, .

(e and his Magsets” could not explain
why theres was nothing in the area or why the pre-

arranged "defection" did not materialize.

{2) 25th Infantry Division Operstions. Thisp operation

is being delayed by the enemy threat to Tay Ninh City.

TOP

> IR

{a)
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4, VC indoctrination techniques.

5. PSYWAR techniques used by the VC and
Trecomendztions for countermeasures by U3 forces,

6. Escape and evasion technigues.
.1. Confinement procedures.

8. Camp locationa and sketchea of the main
camp, .

+ (b) The initial lesson learnmed from first debriefing
seaslon with Major ROWE Andicate the acourauy-;f PW camp
sightings reported in the intelligsnce colleotion effort
known as Operation BLACK KNIGET. Casual sourge and Hoi
Chan reports of F¥ camp sites within the FW installaticn
were very close to locationa provided by Major ROWE.

(c) The information pertaining to camp locations
provided by MSG PITZER who was released in Oct 67 was
extremely scourate. -

(d)“The legsons learned from the initial debriefing
are belng collated by JPRC and forwerded to field units.
(4) Release of Three US PWs from Eastern Nam Be

(a) On 1 Jan 69, the VC returned SP4 BRIGHAM,
SP4 JONES end PPC SMITE to US eontral

(b) Initial debriefings by 525th MI Oroup and JPRC
representatives disclosed the followling:

1. During thelr detentlon, they observed or
heard mentioned 10 other US prisonersa. Thepre ia
some confusion as to the names of theme 10 Pus
and the 525th MI Group 1s developing this list.

g._'appeared to be
highly confused concerning datea, times and
locations. Based on the initial debriefings, it.
appears they wildl have only limited knowledge or
information that will assist the JPRGC.

3. Even though they were detained for a
relatively short perioed of time, they were not
a5 alert or responsive as Major ROWE was during
his debrierlngTT
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h. Operations, 8-14 Jan 1969%
(1) Attempt to Recover Dowmed USAF 0-1 Pilot in IV CTZ

{a) On 11 Jan 69 at approximately 1630 hours, the
JPRC was notified by JSARC that 0-1 BIRDPOG was elther
ahot down or ¢rashed in the IV GTZ at ” The
crash site was approximately five kilomecers‘NE of Cao
Lanh. A JOLLY GREEN which was on the scene, inserted
& PJ who reported that the pilat

and a Vietnamese backseat observar were
not in the aircraft nor in the immediate area of the
crash site. He reported the O0-1 was not héavily
damaged; there was nho apparent battle damage and he
@id not see any blood in or around the aireraft. A
recovery force of one RF/PF company was on the ground
to guard the airecraft and to asearch the area for the
missing crew. -

(b}, The JPRC took immediate action to notify
NAVFORV of the situation to alert gll Navy vessels in
the area of the possibility that the 0-l1l erew might
have been captured, in which case they would probably
be moved by sampan. A reward leaflet drop was re-
quested and flown over the search area. The ground
search continued until dark.

(¢) At approximately 1610 heours 12 Jan 69, LTC
LONG, Deputy G-2, If CTZ, telephoned JPRC and stated
that contact had been made through fpriendly villagers

by the captors of -and the ARVN observer

and that they were willing to release them for threé
million piasters each. A representative from JPRC was
sent to Cac Lanh to attempt & negotlation far the
release. JPRC, arrived at Cap Lanh at
121815 Jan and coordination was initlated. ARVN

agents were sent out to establish contact with the

T [TE] COMUSMACY Msg, 2745/141105Z Jan 69. oo
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captors and to arrange details for armeetiing. The
44%n STZ planned an operation %o séél aff the area
of interest in the event the negotiation failed. At
' and an ARV

interpreter {lew to an outpost north of Cag Ianh to

0900 hours 13 Jan 69,

attempt to looate the enemy negotiator or a }1aison
party to establish contaet. Upon landing aé the out-
post, the ARVN company commander of the outpost
etated that two of hie agents had spotted the body

of an Americen in the vieclnity of

Were sure that it was

nnt.‘u‘ied- PSA, of the situatilon.

was inserted into the area and the body was rscovered

One ocompany

at 131050 Jan. Apparent causge af death waz multiple
gunshot wounds. The ARVN Lt 1s MIA.

—

{2) 25th Infantry Divisidn Opervation. The JPRC 1s

drapping e{forta to have an operation conducted in the

25th Division AD to recover five US and an unknown number

ol ARVN PWs reported at The initial intelld-

gence on this target was obtained on 30 Nov, but the

25th Div has not been able to mount an operatiaon due to

the enemy threat to Tay Minh City. Chances for a

successful operation at thia late date are remote,

(3) US_PW Sighting in III CTZ -

{a) On 9 Jan 69, the JPRC received & Teport from
IFFV rated -3 with information on a possible sighting
of three US PWs in Bo Trenar Hamlet, Phouc Long
Frovince at The source reporta there are.
only six enemy guards with the prilsoners,

{b) The JPRC has recommended to II FFV that a
recovery operatlon be conducted In that ares using PRU

or Speeclal Parces assets, This target is within five

kilometers of the Bu Dop Special Forces camp,

ng -193
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¢. Operations, 15-21 Jan 1969%
{1) Operational Planning for Recovery of US PHs in
IITI CTZ. 'the JPRC recelved & message from USAINTC (Fort

who was
stated. that his

Holabird) re: +he debriefing of
released by the YC on 1 Jan 69.
first place of confinement was in & cave at the‘ base of
either Nui Ba Den or Nul Cau. This was the t-h.';.rd unre-~
lated report of a VC PW camp ay one of the above loca-
tions. A8 wany as five US PWs have been reportgd in the
same genersl area a- On 18 Jan, the JPRC sent
&4 message tp II PFV recommending & recovery operation be
conducted against this target. Coordination has been
effected between JPRC, II FFV and Co. A, 5th SFQdA to con=-

duct a reecovery operation between the perioed 25-29 Jan.

{(2) US_Pv sighting in 111 m G-2, 1L
FFV reports that these PHa fiave been moved to an unknown

location. s .

A)

(3) Movement of US PWs into Cambodia

(a) Since the escape and recovery 01‘ ]

‘J the JPRC has received several uncenfirmed

reports of US PWe belng moved into Cambodia.

(b) It 1s too emrly to verify these reports or to
conclude that as a result ur! escape, the
enemy is attempiing to preciude friendly recovery -of
US priscners by moving them across the border, How-
ever, US field commanders are beilng glerted to this
poasibility.

d. Operations, 22-28 Jan 1960%# - -

(1) BUI BA DEM Operation

(1) on 2% Jan 69, the female Hoi Chanh knowledge-
able of the PW cave at Nul Ba Den was escorted by JPRC
personnel from the Natlonal Chieu Hei Center in Saigon

to Co. A, 5th SPGA in Bien Yoa. She was intarrogated

OMUSMACY Mag, 4285/2L0915Z2 Jan 69.. )
COMUSMACV Msg, 5815/281U4452 Jan 9

(alalalale]

/1':."(’5““\-’5“50" Mag, 42U5/4L09L5Z Jan oY._ - -
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by Co. A personnel and will stay there for several
daya. Co. A has condutted & visual reconnaissance
(VR) with the male Hoi Chanh snd plan to conduct a
VR with the female Hoi Chanh as soon as possible.
{b) Also on 24 Jan 69, JFRC personnel acgompanied
by personnel from Hq, 525th MI Group, visited the 3d
Bn {Provisional), 525th MI Group snd tasked "their
asgets with the mission of determining if the cave
installation in the Nul Ba Den area 1a stlll astive.
{2) Prisoner Sightingas. Information has been raceived
that on 23 Jan 69, & large group, exact number unknown,
of ARVN and two US priscners were in the vicinity of Tan
Thanh{H) _ Tan Hoe(V), Giong Trom(D), Kien Hoa(P).
Reports have been received of a V¢ PW camp in the vicinity
of but this is the first report of US FHs in
the vieinity. On the requedt of 4th Oroups G=-2, a JPRC
representﬁgive departed on 28 Jan 69 to coordinate a
Irescue operation.

€. Operations, 29 Jan-4 Feb 1969%
(1) NUI BA DEN Operation

(&) The recovery operaticn against the Nui Ba Den
cave ingtallation is planned for 8 Feb 69. It has
been reported that there are slx U3 PYs belng held in
the cave and they are guarded by an eatimated forge
of 50 Ve.

{b) Co. A, 5th SPGA will attack this target with
one reinforced mobile Strike Force Go. The 25th Inf
Div will provide one battalion gs a ready reactlon. ’
backup force,

(c) The insertion of the Special Porces recovery
farce will be preceded by a CS gas strike five minutes

prior to target time.

COMUSMACY Msm. 7205/041204Z Pev 69, ~ _ "'
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(d) It As anticipated that the majorlty of the
enemy's early varning pests in thé target areg will
be neutralized shortly before inseriion of the
recocvery force,

{g) Representatives from the JPRC will- aceompany
the recovery force and the C&C element to a?sist in
any was possible.

(2) hecovepry COperation in XIEN HOA Provinece., On

30 Jan, word was received Irom an agent in the vieintty
of the reported PW camp that the US prisoners
had been moved to an unknown locatlon. Flanning for this
cperation was stopped pending further information ‘on the
new locatlon of the US PWs. Intelligence collection

effort on this target will econtinue,

f. Operations, 5-11 Feb 1969* —_

(1) NUI BA DEN Operatior’
(a).0n A Feb 69, Do Van Ba, the male source, was

administered a polygraph examination at Co. A, 5th
SFG. The test was conducted in the Vietnemese language
vwith the ass stance of & Vietnamese interpreter.
Source was tested to determine whether or not he has
knovledge of five US PHs being held by the Viet Cong.
{b) During the pre-test interview, source was
required to cover his entire background, his story
about hls VG mctivities, and his ssory concerning the
US PWa. After relating his story twice, he started
changing minor detalls and later staried changing
major details. He was then interrogzted and confegsed
that he had never been a YC and that he favricated the
entire story of the US P¥Ws. He confessed that he had
never seen any PWs and had never been to a cave on
Nui Ba Den. He had heard rumors of five US PWs being
held on Hul Ba Den and when he was turned over to the

25th Infantry Division, he embellished on the stary

f !33 COMUSMACY Msg, 8688/1115272 Feb 69.
TN D prm

<Jth JAnfrantry Division. he embellished on tha atnrv
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to please Americans because of the superlor treatment
accorded him. He aleo etated that no one hed dlrected
him to tell the story to try to lead U. 8. troops into
a trap.

(¢) The ARVN 81last Ranger Bn,-presently cperating
on Nui Ba Den, will move to the locatlon of..the cave
previouzly reported by & female Hol Chanh. The informa-
tlon reported by her 1s seven months ol4d. ' -

(2) Recovery of U.S. Army Air Crewmen from LOH Crash

N

in Kien Tuong Province

(a) At 051820H Feb, & 9th Aviation Battallon LOH

on &4 route reconnaissence mission oraghed in tl;e VAM CQ TAY
River viuinj.ty- Kien Tuong PFrovince, IV CT2.
Membera of the ARVN 21l6th Reglenal Faorece (RF) Company on &
witnessed the erash
and irmediately launched campans in a rescue attempt. ﬁ

I - N -

were in the rear seabts were recovered alive gnd taken to

the Speaisl Porces camp gt Hoo Hoa, _

and who were in the front seats could

security misaion Vicinity

ot be found immediately.
(b) The RF Company continued the search and on 7 Feb

s

some diatance down stream from the crash site. .

69 recovered the bodies of

{3) Recovery of U 8 Remains in Vinh Binh Province

{a) On 7 Feb 69, and.

9%t Inf Div, Tell into the Raeh

8180 Khau River vicinity Vinh Binh Province,
IV CTZ.. Attempta to recover the bodies were un-
Jucceasful and they were reported missing.

(D) On 9 Feb 69, populer Force soldiers from the
local area recovered the bodles and returned them to US

authorilties.

ET '
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B. Operations, 12-18 Feb 1969%
(1) Chuong Thien Operations. A representative of the

JERC has depgrted for the IV 6TZ to investigate the re-
ported sighting of three US prigoners onh & canal a!_
and to agsist in planning a reccvery operation if

investigation warrants. '

(2) Release of OERMAN NURSE., Information presently-

turned over to US or GVN authorities, but rather turned

over to & nearby village chief in Kontum Province. Plans

are being made to lend appropriate assistance to.

(3). Identification -of Downed-iirmen. Captured enemy

newspapers dated 24 and 26 Nov 68 _}_r.e—

vealed that an RF-4C was shdt down in Quang Binh Province,

NVN at 231317 Local Nov+68, and the pilot captured. Thia
nevws item revealed an F-4C shot down in Quang Binh
Frovince at 251230 Local Nov 68 and the pllot captured.
Turther claimed to have shot doen an "A-3J" in Nghe An
Province at 251030 Local Nov §8, This is belleved to be
an RA=-5C with on borad.
The article claimed capture of the "pllot." The Combilned
Document Exploitation Center has been requested to provide
a Tull trensglation of these articles,

h. Operations, 15-25 Fel 1969% - -

(1) Recovery of Body by VN Fisherman in IV CTZ

{(a) At 171330 Feb, 1097th Boat
Company, 9th Infantry Division fell from an LCM into

USMACV Msg, 10257/181407Z Feb 69.
) COMUS™ACY Mag, 11631/251226Z Peb 69, .

RET

13745y COMUSTIACY Mse. 11£31/2512262 Feh 09, -
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the Vam Co River. Attempts to recover the body met

with negative results. .

{b) On 19 Peb the body of ﬁ ¥was recovered
vic by two VN fishermen. The body was sub-
sequently returned to 9th Div headquarters gt Dong
Tam,
(¢) Reward Payment %o the Two Fishermen is peing
coordinated,
(2) Capture of Pour -U.S. Airerewmen Downed in Cambodia
{a) On 12 Feb 1969 & U-14 (OTTER) from the 1li6th

AVN Co was downed in Cmmbodia by ground fire vic_

The U«~lA carried- the following crewmegbers:

(b) A PAC in the areg reported he saw the crewmen
being captured but could.mot determine if the captors
weres Caqbodian or VC/NVA.

(0)‘On 18 Pep the French Ambassador in Phnom Penh
reported that according to an unidentified source all
faur crewnen were taken into custody by Cambadians and
Were being moved to Phnon Penh. According to the repert,
none of the crewmen were injured,

1. Operations, 26 Peb=4 Mar 1969*

(1) Recovery Operation in IV CT2

(a) On 1 Mar 69 a Hol Chanh reported ta the US 9th
Infantry Division that he c¢ould lead recovery forces to
a VC PW ca=mp where five U.8. and 30 ARVN prisoners were

A

being held. . - -

(b) On 2 Mar 69 elements of the lst Brigade, 9th
Infantry Divisien, two STRIKE FORCE companles from the
5th SPGA and KIEN PHONG PROVINCE PRUs canducted a re-
covery operation agalnst thils target vic

The camp was located but was vacant. During subsequent

* (57 .COUSMACY 1'sg, 134TA/051237% Mar 69.

TGF_ZZCRET
<

-

BREEEBRERRREEREBEBEBREFEEEKE[E @@ =@M ie



TOZ

e

Bearch of the ares contact was made with an estimated
VC company size force. Resultsa: 13 VC KIA; three VC
captured; three suspects detained; two friendly WIA.
(a) One of the detailnees who cooked for the VC
rep?rted she hesrd the VG say they vere bug}Q}gg a4 new
PY eamp on "Canal 2B." Ancther recovery operation is

being planned against the second target.

(2) Information on U.8. PWs Detained in Cambeodia., A

Cambodian smuggler from Chau Doc JProvince has reported to
a 525th MI source that for a price he can provide
blographical data on rive U.S. prisoners belng detained
by the VC in Cambodla. The 525th M,I. 1s attemptipg to
to contact the smuggler to determine what information he

may have

J. Operationy, 5-11 Mar 1969% _

(1) Recovery Operation in I3 CTZ
(a) 1st Infantry Division received several reports that
N

the enemy had a PW camp site vicinity- They worked
on developing this information on 46 Mar 69.

{b) Combat response was teken to expleit this in-

formation on 6~8 Mar 69 through use af ambush and re-

connalssance in force. No evidence was found to suggest

that a PW camp was ever located near
& Qerman
Hation ng, ol'fensive
in Kontum Clty, was returned to Kontum citg 9 March 1969.

She was accompanied by aeveral Montagnards from the time af
her release in Kon So Bai,m until her re-
turn to Kontum City. She eard that a US

Negro had been held at one of her camp sites. She stated

she had been indoctrinated and had made releases for radio

COMUSMACY Msg, 14758/111125Z Mar 69.
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and TV broadcasts. An AMEME Salgon representsiive Ilndiecates
her comments to the press will got favoer United Statea posiltion.
He also stated that a Military Intelligence session might prove
counterproductive so a request for a formal.debrlefing was

not pursued, .
4
{3) Four US Air:zrewmen Held by Cambodia. A representative

Trom the Australilan Embassy in Phnom Penh brlefed AMEMB Saigon

and selected MACV personnel on the status of _J
. F | - vciicves tnat these

men will be released shortly arter the Cambodian Government

receives Preaident Nlxon's message, -

K. Operations, 12.18 Mar 19694
o) I ezeose.

sighted in Laos in the vicinity of

Savannakat on 13 Mar 1969. ,Jpre notifled 4802 JLD and JSARC

to be alert for the- and to attempt te confirm and

make contact with the evader, oOn 14 March an Al was directed

was

by the AAIRA. from

into the area. The pillot located the and eonflirmed
that there were several people in the area. Opn 16 March 4802
JLD identified the evaders as FAR personnel, soldiers and
dependents gathered for evacuation.

(2) Poasible US Prisoner dighting by One of Four US

eased by Cambodia. While

was belng led into what appeared to be a VC training

camp, approximately 20-27 miles northwest ¢f do Dau Ha,

he observed three persons of large build with aacks over

thelr heads and their hands tied, Because of thelr size-

thought they ﬁlght have been US Pus,
1. Operations, 19~25 March 19694%

(1) Unilateral PW Hecovery by the Ninth Infantry Division

(a) At 231625H Map 69 A/3-60th operating nearq

galned information from their Intellligence GCivic Actiam

Patrol that an enemy PW camp was in the vielnity.

+ (97 USMACYV Msg. 16431/181141Z Mar 49,
(T37 COMUSHACY Msg, 18066/2509252 Mar 69
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{b) Ten Vietnamese PWs were reqoéered from two
locations. Included in the releaaéd were & GVN District
Chiaf, three ARVN soldlers, and two ARVN Intelligence
Agents,

- o ey

{2) IV corps Tactienl Zone Activitles

{a} On 19 Mar 69 IV Corps conducted a PW/recovery
aperation vicin:lty_using a Ravy flotilils aof
PBRs and LCVPs with a reactlon force from the Vinh Binh
Provincial Reconnalssance Unit (PRU). The oamp was
located and found empty but shouzed signs of reocent
occcupancy. The PRO learned 40 PW, including two US,
had beaen evacuated from the camp site earlier that
morning.

{(b) At 2402004 Mar 69 the enemy attacked and over-
ran Mohil Advisory Team 49 vicinitygmundﬁé
and capturing two US adVi;ors. A JFRC representative
has been~dispatched to coordinate on pending recovery
attempt.

(c) Province officials in Long Xuyen have been
contacted by an indlvldual claiming to be a spokesman
Tor a V¢ who alledgedly i1s a guard for one US and five
VH PW's, The VC guard desires to rally and e¢laims he
can brlng the PW's with him.
(3)-L513ht1ng_1n Laos. A

November was reported viclnity_]by the 432nd RITS on

19 Mar 69. 'rhis-'} vas confirmed by Histy 41 on 20
Mar 69. JPRC notified 7th AF who responded immediately

and dispatched 366th TFW-FH'S inte the area to deliver.CTU—l/A
survival kits., The kilts were dellivered on target at

1470 three hours after confirmation of the letter. As of

this date the kits have not been opened. JPRC has asked

the 4802 JLD to consider diverting a team into this area

to evaluate the situation and recover kit components.

CRET P-202
Appendix F
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(4) Parachute Shelter and Mirror Fiashes (C). On 20
Mar 69 a F1l00 FAC reported seeing a parachute shelter and
recelving mirror flashes from vicinity_in Laos.
JPRC asked 1802 JLD to investigate the sighting and re-
quested Yth AP continue to fly VR'es in the area.  JLD i3
preparing a' team for infiltration and has scheduled to
launch the team on 27 Mar 69. d

m. Operations, 26 Mar 1969%-1 Apr 69*%

Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flaahea.

The JLD Team that
was to have besn launched on 27 Mar to investigate parachute

shelter and mirror flashes vieinity ?] sray charllie

one two eight six has been delayed. Rescheduled {qr 31 Mer,
No report at this time.

n. Operations, 2-8 April 1969#?

(1) Dnilateral PW Recovery by 21st ARVN Inf Div. On 3
Apr 69 the 21lst ARVN Infantny Division Treacted to informstion
gained from two Hel Chanhs and recavered 33 eivilians and

D

tWwo ARVN soldiers from

{2) Parachute Shelter and Mirror Flashes. Ag of this

date the JLD Team has not reported back on the results of

the search vicinit:f[-j

{3) A-26 Crash Site, On 4 Apr 69 a

team

of an A-~26 tall

number' This would be the crash site or—/l

missing 27 Aug 67. Remains of aircrew will be turned cver

found a crash site, vicinity

to USAF fop positive identification.

{4) Unknown A/C Crash Site. On 7 Apr 69 USAF FAC,

_ observed A/C ,crash site vicin;ty- ‘

A is going to seareh this area in an attempt

to locate the downed A/C.

ZMuSMACY Msg, 19721/011223Z Apr 69.
COMUSMACY Mag, 21144/081140Z Apr 69.
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( . {4) Possible Evader. On 31 Mar 69 12th RYTS notified
’ JPRC of a sighting of & possible evader vielmit

m As this location 4s in Horth Vietnam
desired to obtain additional photo coversge before
committing additional assets. Concurrently & gopgingency

* plan was developed by Tth AF and JPRD which eu}ed for an
02 FAC to drop a small EZE kit contalning two r:adioa,
water, and rationa into the evader ance the confirming

i photography was availasble. On 7 Apr £9 additional coverege
was obtalned and CDR 7th AP directed EXE kit drop. However,
weather wag below minimums on 8 Apr 69. '
0, Operationg, ~4ul5 Apri1969* .

(1) Unilateral Recovery Operations by 4lst ARVN Ranger

Battalion, On Apr 69, the §lat ARVN Aangers operating in

Kien Tuong Province found a.PQ camp vioinity,
and freed 15 VN PW's and detalnees. HKoae of those fread

- had any knq‘wledge of US,PH's,
( (2) PY Recovery Operation Conducted by US 9th Infantry

Division, Based on infermation provided by an ARVN esncapee,

- the 1lgt Bde, 9th Infantry Division conducted an operation
vic.‘mit.- on 9 Apr 69, The reported PW camp contalned
an unknown number of ARVN and U.S. prisoners, The alleged
camp could not be found and no priscners were recovered.

(3) Sighting of Approximately 80 Former CIDG Solders. A

montagnard Hoi Chan was captured by an unidentified Marine
unit O/A 7 Apr. Marine interrogation reyealed that the Hoi
Chan knew of approximately 80 former CIDG soldiers belng
held at a camp vicinity-. G-2 III MAF reports )
that XXIV Corps is planning to conduct an cperation to
recover the detalned CIDG, target date TBA.

(4) Possible Evader North of DMZ. An ELE kit and a

survival radic were dropped into the area_on

. ) COMUSMACY Msg, 22695/151100Z Apr 69.
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g Apr 63. HNo visual or electronic contact has been
egtablished wlth the posalble survivar. ARRz smearch
suspended by JSARC at 110830Z Apr 69. If any further
leads develop, this mission will be reopened.

(5) Crash of F-4 On 12 Apr 69, -JSARC re-
ported that an P-I

had crashed at
The navigator was pieked up at approximately 1211407 Apr
69, One platoon 3d Bn, 503 Abn Inf was inserted 141130H
Apr into the area to search for the aircraft commander.
Due to the rugged terrain, the ground movement is very
slow. One parachute was located by the ground troops,
however, a check of fhe "peg number” revealed that’the
ehute belonged to the navigator who was plecked up. Search
for the missing crewmember continues.
P. Operationa, 16-22 April 1969% _—
(1) Escape/Recovery of U.S. PW in IIT CTZ

Gp, 75th Zngr OUp Was observed on

) 3628 Engr
the ground by an LOH crew at He was picked

up and taken to the lst Bde, 25th Inf Div C.P.

{b) stated that he had escaped from a
VC prison camp vicinityl-|approximat:e1y 20 days
ago. He was taken to 24th Evac Hospital where it waa
initially determined that he was suffering from mal-
nutrition and dehydration.

{c) He was captured on 10 Feb 68 -ﬂm when
the convoy he waa in was ambushed by &n e€s ated VC

bl

company . - -
(d} The initial debriefing revealed there were seven
other U.S, PWs held in the camp from which he escaped.

-cauld identify four of the seven prisoners

and provided enough information to make a posgsible

identification of one ather prisoner, U.S8. identified

) COMUSMACY Msg, 2424272211302 Apr §5.
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{2) Recovery Operation MONROE BAY in IY CTZ .

(a) On 3 Apr on 0-1 recon aircraft with a two man
ere¥ from the 35th TFH, Phan Rang AB, was reported missing
in II CT2.

(b) ©n 15 Apr JPBC received a report that five or six
VC platoons were camped at and they had two
U.S. prisoners with them who had been shot down vicinity

-on 3 Apr. According to the repart the Amepricansg

vere wounded but still alive.

{e¢) Reacting to the above information JPRC requested
4 80C BRIGHT LIGHT force with airlift and backup force
from IFFV,

CHE‘T ™ anf
a 30C BRICHT LIGHT force with airlift and hasckun force

BrERErEREREBEEREBREEEREEEEIR[EE P! 0 M= w0

52}
o2



TOP RET .

’ {d) At 170825 Apr the 25 man Bright Light force
wad lnserted without incident vieinity, The
team conducted a thorough search of the area with
negative enemy contact and negative sightings of enemy
activity, After checking the reported enemy campsite
and the reported crash site the team was extracted at

. 181305 Apr and the operation terminated, ’

{3) Crash of RP-8C (Sage 13). On 17 Apr the ground
search party reported they had reached the crash site and
positively identified it azs Sage 13, but there was no sign

of the miasing pilot

(1) Movement of U.S. PW'S from Cambedia

pa——

(a) The JPRC has recéived a report from GVN Military
security Service dated & Apr 69 indiesting the Cambodian
Govermment 1s exerting pressure on the VC to move all US
prisoners now held in Cambodia out of ACG territory.

It is peported that some prisoners have already been
moved into SVN and the VC have been gilven until the end
of July 1969 to move the remaining PW's,

(b) Oon 19 Apr 69 JPRC received an agent report from
the Ath Riverine Intel Officer, IV CTZ reporting & dispute
hetween a Cambodian Lieutenant and a VG Bn Commander
over US PW's in Cambodia Vicinity- The
Cambodian officer demended that the VC turn over all US
PWs to Cambodian autherities. During- the- ensulng aréument
the VG commander was shot and kllled.

(c) While these two unconfirmed reports do not indiecate
a trend or RCO position, 1t could possible cause the VC to
move US PW/s back into SVN where recovery operations

vwould be possible.

TOP_BECRET F-207 Appendix F
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(d) The JPRC nas alerved IFFY, IIFFV and IV CTZ
intelligence agenci~s to monitor any trend that would

b

indicate large scale movement of US FW's from Cambodla
into SVN.

Q. Operations, 23-29 April 1969% . o e

(1) PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ
r
(a) On 25 APR 69 two Hol Chanh's reported two U.S.

PlWs were belng held by the VC at The Hed
Chanh's volunteered to lead PRU foroces fto the PW camp.
{b) A one hundred man PRU force was inserted 261358
AFR 69 at Operatien concluded at 261710 APR
69 with followlng results: three VC EIA four

VC captured, The PW camp had been abendoned. Est

capaclty 300 man. FPW camp/base camp—j

abandoned. . .
(¢) The camps showed ;signs of being recently occupied
- and cook\ing fires were still warm. The buildings were
camcufl;ged and impoasible to see {rem the air, Mo
buildings were damaged or destroyed. This target will
. be checked again at a later date,

(2)-iPW'Ca.m2 Operaticn. Planning haa been,
completed ax_:d the JPRC concept approved ror an cperation to
conducted during the week 12-17 May. Although the 1st
Cavalry Division (AM) was tasked by IIFFV to conduct the
operatlion it appears as though MACSQG asseta willl be
utilized with lst Cavalry providing the _z-eaction forece and

The missing pilnc{ﬁ

16th TAC RECON SQ) has

the air assetss,

(3) CRASH OF RF-iC

been declared KIA by the 377th CMBT SPP @GP, Tan Son Nhut.

——

COMUSMACVMsg, 25752/2911217 &or 69,
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1. Recovary Operatiocns, 39 Apr-fMay 18698
(1} Gperation Trojan. 1lst Lav Div (AM) is continuing
to plan a8 P¥ reconnaisscance recovery operstion into the

arsa where wag imprisoned, The target 1s
An the vieinity - -

(2) Planned PW Recovery dperation in IV CTZ. NAVFORV
is planning two Joint Navy/Mebile Strike Farae‘sueep

operztiona between ? and 6 May along the Song Bo DPe river
in An Xuyen Provinee. During the conduct of these opera-
tionas, this joint foree plans to search for two reported
P¥ camp sltes at and TH; US PWa have
been reported in this same area.

8. Operations, 7-13 May 19649¥4#

(1) Operation TROJAN. Planning for this operation

continued up to the target date of 12 May for commencing
the aperation. On that daﬁz the JPRC received a nessage
from II FFY indicating ‘the lat NVA Division had moved into
the target area thus precluding a recovery attempt at this
time. Operation TAOJAN has been postponed lndefinitely
until enemy forees in the target #rea are such that a
Teasonable chance of sutcess is assured,

{2) PW Recovery Operation in IV CTZ. During the period

5-8 May & joint Navy/Mobile Strike Foree sweep operation

was conducted along the Song Bo De river in An Xuyen.

Prov Two reported PW camp loeations at and
Were searched with negative resultdy €re wae

no indication camps had ever been located &t these coordinates.

(3) P¥ Sighting in TIT CT2 (Blen Hoa Province)

{a) On 12 May 69 JPRC received a report that on 10

May three US.S. caucasian prisoners were brought to THAT

HUNG VILLAGE and displayed for propaganda pur-

poses, The priscners were then moved to an area vic!

HUSMACY Mag, 27147/0610152 May 69,
COMUSMACY Msg, 2867471311502 May’ 699 .

o ————— —
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(b) These PWs are possible the three civilians
captured near Long Thanh vicinity
{c) JPRC haz reguested further develop the
information an this repoxrt.
t. erctions, 14-20 May l959% .

(1) Crash Site Investigation Laos, On 16 May report
received from 7/13th AF UDORN that some villagers (Bre-

sumably refugees) arrived with scme pleces of aiveraft
and equipment. Aireraft identified as C-47. These items
included two (02) 38 Cal S/W USAF pistola SN K662356,
and an alreraft check 1lat with partial obliPerated neme

on the cover: Letterm The serial

pumbers on the weapons corregpend to two weapons listed as

BRERBEEBEEREEREELERIEI ™I 100w e

being aboard CAP-72, an EC 47 reported missing 5 Feb 69.
The check list name and service number correspond with thosae

ol

Coordinates of erash sipe are
-a:d report has beepn received that portions of five
bodies from the wreckage along with assorted amall arms have
been sent to UBON and arrived 1201H 19 May 69. Remsins will

be sent to TSN Hortuary to attempt positive identdfication.

{2) Recovery o
{8) on 6 May 69, wWas & crewmember of
River Assult Craft ATC-152-§. He fell aver the side of his 2%

boat at 2400 houra, vicinits-] My Tho Anchorage.

He reached the North bank in a state of shock and exhaust..‘:.on26

&

and wandered along the bank in a weaterly direction ror
four hours.

(b} At 0500 hours, 7 May 59-
encountered a sampan whose two occupanta were fishing.
Nelther aof the occupants could speak English, They took

to their home where a Vietnamese ucman-

spoke English. 3She gave dry clothes and

BREREERN]

COMUSMACV Msg, 30198/2011182 May 69.
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arranged for him to be returned to the PBR baee at My
Tho, 0630 hours, 7 May 69.
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u. erations, 21-27 1969¢

1

(1) F¥ Recovery Operation in III CTZ. On 23 May 1969, the 2
III Corps Mobile Strike Force conducted an operaticn against the 3
reported position of the Binh Duong provincial committee 4
detention canter ab- The detenticm cérter was 5
reported to be in two bunkers with 14 ARVN, ong Cancasian &
Amerlcan and 25 villagers detalned by & security platoon of 1
%0 men., The sweep revealed 30-R0 bunkers but no szigns of 2 ° 8
9

detention center.

{2) P Recovery Operation in IV CT2Z. 270630H May 1969, 10
IV Corps econducted an operation in the vicinity of 1
Agent source reported 3 U.S. and 30 ARVN FW'a at site with A2

35~50 guards. Oper;l.tion terminated 271230R Nay 69 with negative 13

results, . 13
(3) PH Recovery Qperation in IV €72, An agent ledoperation is 15
planned for afterncon of 27 May 69 in the An Xuyen Secto. 16
UEH catmp with two U.S. prisoners (not verified). Agent 17
who will lead the raid reported to be the chief guard in the 18
camp, No further information at this time. 19

V. Operationa, 28 May - 3 June 1569%%, 20
PW Recovery Operation in IV CT2. The operaticon conducted 2

27 May 63 in the An Yuyen Sector'waa completed with 22
negative results, a3
¥, Operations, 4-10 June 196g#e? ) ) 24
Recovery Operation in the Kien Hoa Provinee. 0On 2 June 1969 23

the Xien Hoa Provincial Recennaissance Unif (PRU) launched a

heliborne operation against & PW camp which a Hoi Chanh, -
located in the coastal area Thenh Pho District,” Xien Hoa Province. 28
Camp was abandoned, however, seven suspects were detained. Initial 29

interrogation revealed camp had been moved, PRUs wares extracted 30

and Anserted at the nev site with negative reaults, _ 31

WSNACY Msg, 2711132 May 6%
OIUSMACY Msg, 0311092 Jun 59
COMUSHMACY Msg, 1011012 Jun 69 -

P-212 Appendix F



\3

TOP_S

TOP

and four US advisors had been moved $0 8 new ;pquion. The

ARVN Tth Division is preparing to respond to this information.

[ 4
4
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x. Operations, 11-17 Jun 1969 * Ko operaticns during

this period.

¥. Operations, 18-24 Jun 1969 #* o operations during

this period.

2. Operations, 25 Jun-1 Jul 1969 B, o

(1) Pians for W Recovery Operation in IV CT Based on
a study compiled by the JPRC of reported PW camps and

sightings in the area bounded by coordinatea

planning a seriew of small recovery railds inte thls pre-

dominantly VC controlled area, Resulte of these paids will
bhe reported as they oceur, UP to four U.S. &nd 50-f0 ARVN
PWa have been reported in this general area in recent weeks.

(2) Potential Hoi Chanh and 21 US PWs Held in Cambodia

A Vietnamese civilian who claims to be a VC lialson agent

in the Chau Doe area of IV OTZ has contacted the National
Chieu Hol Center in Saigon and reported that hls brother i1s
a PY camp :ommander in Cambodia. The agent stated that he
and his brother desire to Chieu Hol with seven {7) security
guards and 21 U.S. PWs allegedly being held in the camp.
Representatives from JPHC and the Chleu Hol ministry met
with the agent and he elaims to be able to provide JPRC with

a list of names of the prisoners to include date and place

of capture. When and if the agent can provide the informstion,

te establish bils credibility, & firm plan will be formulsted
and a specific date selected for the ra;}y attempt. IV CTZ
G-2 advisor, IV CTZ Joint Intelligence Center and the C.O,
Co D, 3th 5P0 were briefed on 26 June op.the_posasible re-

quirement to support a plckup operation.

OMUSMACV Msg, 35770/171057Z Jun 69
;: COMUSMACY Msg, 37103/241123Z Jun 69

} COMUSMACV Msg, 38472/010935Z Jul 69

TOF RECRET n oAk
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aa. Operations, 2-8 Jul 1969%
{1) Plans for PW Recovery Operation in IV CTV. Planhing

continues for possible recovery operations in Tan Phu
District, Kien Hoa Province, Starting date for the serles
of raids against reported sites has not yet been assigned.
(2) ARVN Operation, Phong Dinh Province On § July 1969
an ARVN element discovered a PW Camp vie and
freed 9 ARVN and 27 civilian detainees. Cne VC was KIA.
4~2 Advigor, IV CT2 has been advised that & source cnse
reported three US PHs in that area, and the former detainees
will be debriefed for lmowledgeability on this subject.
(3) Potential Hol Chanh gnd 21 US PWs Held in Cambodia

Tentative plaps continue to be formulated regarding Ehe 13
Camp commander in Cambodia who desires to rally with seven
security guards and 21 US Pys. Difficulties are expectied
due to the mass return of KKK in the Chau Doc ('.
area on 7 Ju17 1969. A JRFC representative flew to Chau Doe
on 8 July to ascertain 1f any of the KKK were knowledgeable
concerning US PWs.

bb. Operagtions, 9-15 Jul 1949.%#

{1) PH¥ Recovery Operation in IV CT2., The operation based

on intelliggnce provided by the Joint Personnel Hecovery
Center and the Combined Intelligence Center, Vietnam, was
executed durdng the perliod 10-13 July 1969. Nicknamed
"Magnolie Chair", the operation involved 25 daytime heli-
borne inaertions in the area of Thanh Phu District, Kien
Hoa Province by the Provincial Reconnailssance Unit (PRU)
and a USN SEAL Team. Five separate PW camps were enterﬂé,
resulting in rive ARVN PWs liberated; five V§ KIA; 23 VC
KBA; 20 VO captured, 9 VC suspected detained; destroyed
102 sampans, 55 bunkers, nlne structures; captursd three
kilograms of documents; partially destroyed one grenade

factory and about 1000 hand grenades; and dlsposed af two

39942/0811132 Jul 69
comusmaCy Mas. §1173/1509432 Jul 69
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82mm mortar rounds. An airetrike at produced
one large secondary explosion. The five liberated ARVN PWs
had not =een or heand of UY PWs in the area.

(2) US PH Freed in I CT2. On 10 July 1969 a Hol Chanh
named led a FW recovery operation ingo a VC
hospltal vicinitym The heliborne assault was
executed by a Quang Win Province Task Force coﬁgiating of
elements of reglonal forces, PRU and a recon Co of the
5th ARVN Regt supported by helicopter assets of 10lst US

Airborne Division. led the rorces into the hospital

area whepe he had seen a US PW o/a 1 July 1969. The PW,

was found lying face down outside the
had reported seeing him.ﬁ]had a fresh

head wound (not a gun shot wound) and has been in a coma

hut whare

since recovery. The Sector Intelligence Advisor, Quang
Tin Province has recommended a reward of 120,000 $V¥ for
_ Psyehological exploitation of thls payment is planned.
(3) Pot:;tial Hol Chanh and 21 US PHg Held in Cambodia

Sentor Intelligence Advisor, Chau Doc, recently provided
information concerning the Phnom Ben Mountain area (VS $071)
where an alleged VC PW camp commander claimed to hold 21

US PWs. According to three meparate mgencies, this area i1s
under control of strong KKK force which 13 very hostile
toward VC. Further ¢ontacts with alleged VC csmp commander
and ooharts will have gecondary mission of possible exposurs

-

ol primary sourcs.

cc. Operations, 16~22 Jul 1969.% No operations during this

period. . — -

dd. Operations, 23-29 Jul 1369.%¥ No operations during this

perlod.

TOP

MUSHMACY Msg, 42529,2211047 Jul 69
COMUSMACV Msg, 4373672910202 Jul 69
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ee. Operations, 30 Jul-5 Aug 1969%
Possiple Sighting of-Five German Naticnals. Weasage

received from CG III MAP states that two civll defendenta
captured by the 37th Ranger Bn gave information which may
relate to the five (5) West German nationals (three female,
two malea} Teported missing from West Serman hospital An
Hoa, 27 Apr 69. First source reported two nale énd three
fenale caucaslans vic- on 15 Jun 69; second
observation of similar group of five at roadside vieinity

on 25 Jun 69; and third observation 26 Jun vic

walking single file. Second source reported
similar group vie_ on 15 Jun. All sightings
have the five under armed guard and in apparent good health.
AMEMB Salgon JPRC liaison officer was briefed and later
passed word that no repeat no recovery operation for EE}rd
oountry eivilian detainees ta be conducted without prior
approval AMEMB Saigon. Thls policy guldance passed separately
by messagea;o IIXI MAF, and applies also to in-gountry info

addressees,

ff. Operations, 6-12 Aug 1969%1

PW _Recovery Operation 199th Inf Bde. Agent reported an

NVA Detentlon camp contrining 20 PHs two of which were
On & and 9 Aug the 199th

Americans in the
Inf Bde conducted an operation in the area and discoverad
an enemy base camp., The area of the camp shoved no signs to
indicate that PWa were being held there.

g%. Operations, 13-19 Aug 1969.%%% No op;rations during

— -

bh. Operations, 20-26 Aug.1969.%%3% No operations during

this period.

Pl
¥ OMUSMACV Msg, 45103/0511362 Aug 69
: ) 2OMUSMACY Mag, 46434/12105492 Aug 69
OMUSHACY Msg, 47703/1908052 Aug 69

COMUSMACY Msp, 49116/2609322 Aug 69

CRET F=217 . Appendix F

TOP FECRET £ nan

O o N N koW N

10
11
12
13
14
a5
16
17
1e

20
21
22
23
24

26
27

28

30



TOP S

11. Operations, 27 Aug-2 Sep 1969¥

4
\ ) PW_Recovery Operation II CTZ. On 2§ Aug 69,-

3818t Avn Co, Camp Hollowsy, was re-

portedly captured by three VC in Kontum. On 27 Aug he met
8 Montagnard who took him to

The village salled Dak To Diat Hq and a heliecopter picke
up was accomplished. The possibility of JERC re';ard is
bing held in abeyance until further detalls ape dip~

patched and inveatigation terminated.

1

N .

ATV Msg, 50358/021013Z Sep 69
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{30
Ceompatrdots un the DMepublie of Vasinam
For pany years the ¥orth Vieimowase suthorities with the
sapport of invornational commimirs have been plotiing to domznate
South Vietarm by farce. The Army and poople of South Vietnam,
with thy help of allies 2ad friends, are fishting to.defend thelr
p

froadom, . ,
Some scldiers of Victnem's allies have sacxlfiesd thadr
Adves an support of the prople!s ciruggle against commumist .

totaliterionisy, Smme allied caldiers are held priscnors 11lezally
I!by the esmmmnisy Viebnemnss forces. Fricnds, pleaga help theso .
allied apldiers, rescrio them from eneany dat.antiox.: camps, Ering
them or give information of thelr locaticn to & distriet or pro-
vineisl grdefts offics of the RVH, or to an MVH or TS militaery
Post.,

Your ectdon w11l earn the gratitude of a1l fresdom-loving
people.  Yowr sction will aiso ba richly resard;d., end your cafety ~
will besassured. 1. For raseuing edlied personnal and retwrning
them to safe bases you will be reserded with 600,0008W, 2. For
giving informatien enabling ARWN or US forces to free these men
Irom commmist Qetention caxps you will be rewarded with 60,0008VN.

3. For giving exact informetion of the location of allisd priscners
held by the commmists you will be rewarded with 18,000$VN aftor

]

13

your information 1s authenticated.

F-227 Tab 3 to =~ -
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L.

JOINT MEMORANDUM OF AGHEEMENT

1, IRTRODUCTION: Recent efforts t;o racover downed
aircrewmen in lLacs point out the need for some atandardisation
of procedurea among Joint Personnel Recovery Canter, U.S.
Embassy Vientiane, and- Although edoh rescue
or reccvery effort musat be handled as the indiwidual
tactical situstion requires, certain communications, eontrol
and support pequirements remain the same.

2, FROCEDURES: In normal circumstances, SAR misgions
in Laocad are aocomplished by the alr rescue resources of
7th/13th AP based in Thailand and deployed in formward
areas of Laos, Coordination for the use of these éssata
in the case of airgrevwmen downed in Laocs 1s effeoted
between 7th/13th AF¥ headquarters in Tdorn and- \
Viuntliana.. acting for U.S. E:‘nbaasy Vientiana. Oscasionally,

when special circumstances warrant, rescue iz effectad
under—hauwptera nith
eir support ggaeta elther from Thalland or from ILaca,

It 15 only when these several resourcas are unable to
accomplish rescue that the Joint Personnel Recovery Centar

(JPRC) is brought into acticn.

- - Tab 4 to
SEC “F-228 Appendix F
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Experience thua
far has shown ap alimost immedinte need for three or four
CH3C hellaopters and a flight of AlE or A-26 eacort
aircraft. Such aircraft must be availabls on an slert
basis and backed up with sparea. 3Since op;rgéiunn of
this neture inevitably last for several days’ 1t will
8lso be requirsd that 7/13 AF make air support, inmcluding
close sir gupport, avallable as requested throughout
the operation. Succeeding day's eperations will be
aoordinated with 4802 JID on a daily basis and resouraes

phould be allocated as required from Vietnam based

aircraft zs vell as Thalland based airoraft,

mnl

[ ][]

« Succesaful rescue or recovery operations are usually
contingent upon rapid movement to secure necessapy areas,

A great deal depends on adequate USAP support and effective

,

SE Tab 4 tg
F-230 Appendix F



- egordination _ Therefore, regueat

thls memorandum be glven olose attention by all concerned
officers,

Coordination:
&
U.8. Embansy Vientisne Amb Sullivan

Y

JERC
4 Hqs 7/13 AF

bl

SEQHET Tab ¥ to
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Orrendeutfion?

a. Tho JPRC 1o & =myjor elesent of MACSOR and the Chief of JPRC
roporrs directly to Chizf, SXR.

b, 1h: JPRC i orpeaized duto throo branches: Intelligence
Brezneh, Opereticas snd Planm Hrinch, end a Support Drmach. The JPRC ig
currantly cuthorased five cfficory md thrso cnlioted =33, A moddfied
JID hzi baon aubnistad Lesad on the poct yoars'! exparience in operaticns.
‘The currently ruthorizad JID £ad the proptaed JID are shoun belons
I

Preseat JTD Propozed JTD .
IITL VG GR NR SVC_ ot AR
AP 05 1 A 05 1 :
A 04 1 A 04 1
® 04 1 N 04 1
or5/plang O AF 04 1 AF 04 1_
Intel 0 A 0& 1 A 0 1
TOTAL OFFICERS: 5 3
rl
Preaent JTD Propesad JID
ume~  S¥C 63 MR SvC 68 BR '
Opno 5zt A E8 1 A E8 1
eng 0 A E5 1
A 7 1 . A E6 1 —
A 2?7 1 A E7 1
oonaa ") -+ R B 1
TOTAL EM: 3 s

.
-

e JPRC 1 presently orgenizad and functiona aleng the lines desexibed
abovz, JPRC in considering recoszending that the propesad intelligonce
officar, 03, ba upgradad to 04 in order to hava threz ficld grade officers
g0 that at leeat opo will ba availgble te go to the scene of ap aperation
to act ac an odvisor end coordinator, The Chief and one alterznate ora SI
claarad and thadr freadom of travel 1e tesgricted, It ls considered desir-
able to have a field greda officer os on advisor on an operation.

L) [Reroureea Availeble/vaed/neaded:

a. No forces for recovary fve asgipned to or wader tha OPCOH of
JPRC. Houever, two reconnninoance teans from those uwsed in S0C cross-
bgrdor operaticna are pedntzined ea alart gtatus to provide a ready reaction
elenent,

3.

b. Forcen under OPCON of MACSOG arc used for operatioma uhenevar
possible. When larzger forcea are required or the sftuation indicates,

Tab 5 to .
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othar UACY olencats aie tusked oo cppropriaole through COC. Prinsty forcos
for recovery opsvotions cra thozs cosigued to MACV. If 2ddirienal foreas
beyond HACV eopabilitics aro roquirad, they moy be roquactsd from CIRCPAC.

t. TFor woacovery of US parpemnal Ju IV CIZ, II FFOQCEV ie toshed
to pvosride foreas zinee thure are no US troop tdto uvnder contyol of S\ IV
CTZ, An OPLAN 10-£7 of 31 July §67, delinaiten Lrsks ond tas?uasibiur.ics
of CG II I'700CuV which fnclude provisica of up to ene infaitry battalioa
and tuo poesylt halicoptar ecooprnios to be provided to OPCON of SA 1V CTZ;
one infautiy eoxpony within 12 hours and ono bartalion within 24 hours.

d. Cor=unicetionn avaflohle ta JPRC eve ajequete and dneluds o
securc volea caloplone eircuit batwzen JPRC and the Joint Scerch snd Rescus
Ceator (JSLRC) at Ten Soa Hhut, The neny cad varied commmicaticns chor=
nels ead pointc of contsct svallabla to HACSOG moke SOC An idenl organize=
tion to ecutrel the JERC,

8. Tha current arrsogenont for providing forcea for JPRC epars=
tions appeara lozical znd appropciato,

4. ¢ Plenaing/Conrdiitationt .

8. Recoznizing that anch operation ia umique, plunning for n
recovery oeticn Zolleus thile genczal pottomnt

(1} JeRC recelvae infommatlon or intollipgence comceming
locution of a Pi? camp or othor sipgnificont indicetor. Information may
ba raceived ay 4 spot roport from o field unit or ag tho result of an
interrozation of a capturad VC or a . CHIEU NOI rallier.

{2) An ares study is conducted for othor informatien nbout
Fila iu the dugadiaze area of tHz sllopad cazp.

(3) 1f the cource is avaflshle for iuterrogation, a poly~
groph 10 requested. Thio is coordinstad through 525th HI Group.

(4) IF nocagssory, EBI aro sent thyough MACV J2 to collection
agencles oparating in tho vicinity of che suapacted F¥ camp,

(5) Thotepreph sndfoc IR {unmery 1S requented, normally
throuzh 7th Ar,

(G) ¥hen gufficient Information 1s svallablo to indicate
that a PY cemp is located in s particular zrea, JPRC preseats thip fo~-
formation ta lACY COC and yaeozrands that the genior US coctical cormander
in tha aree be teskad to evaluota tho information Co determine 4f o rald
1o fopafble, If o zecovary operntiem 3s fernible, the cemmander in the
area ig teshed £o conduet thae roeovery bpe...atinn. .

o
- * = " e - -
! Tab 9 to
.
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bs Coordins=tion ond liaicoz s necoaplithed by JIRC as followa:

1) lisgioon/zoordipation is oalatcioed with AoMS, SATCON,
Throush these agenciec tha JFRC 15 abla to ugintsin tho
nccacsary ibw cry linigon with othar agescies such ag tha Msticael Folies,
CUADS, sud USAID, Poanta of cootact includa the Peliticsl 0ffics of the
AENS; FV, L0S, eod CHEDDIAN Affaiys Office, JUSPAD] gnd the Office of
Specisl Acsistonz, SOTMN Yo coctect i saintained wich other coumtry

sgancien in South Vietnins

(?) No parmsnont liziocen is waintaired with ‘out-of-cowntry
aguneics; Rotrarexy, ireguant contact iz mada with AISDE in VIDNTIAME and
BANGROE a3 w=1) oo (JENENNRCINCP/C, PACAT, PLCFLT, JL¥, end 7TR
Fleet, _

(3) A HACY leteer of 14 Jenuvary 1967, svbject: Coxmand
Relazionships, descr{bas tha in-eomitry relaticaships batusen S0S and
the senior US poctdcal conmondars within tha CT25. A & natter of prac=
tico, JPRC keops COC and key officars in cach CT2 informad as possible
operaticns within RW! becc=a apparent, Thie liaison hes sarved to perrdt
senlss S conemandars to plen chead an gperaticns develop snd to a lgzge
extont rvoid sudden md disruptdve drovdovas ou thelr coxbat cherations.
HAC GOC indicates this coordination has iuproved considerably in che past
your.

(&) Aroas of opsration and ageacies with vhieh JPRC eoexdi-
Aates recovery oparations sre:

(o) South Vietnsn: with AEE, SAIGON prier to
indicietion,

o (B) LAGS: with JHEMB, SAIGON, and approved AHHIE,
VIENTIANE ond CINCPAC prior to initiatfon., If THATLAND baocd forces are
involvad, recovary op=ruticns will alsp’be coordinated uith ATim
BAIGROX priocr to initiation.

(c) Morth Vietnao and CADODIA: with AMZMB SAIGON
and opproved by CIHCPAC prier to initiasrion. 1f overflight of LAOS is
involvad, coovdination with AMEME VIENTIANE is necessary.

{5) JPRS also monitors the Eacape and Evasion (ELE) program
in Southoost Asia on & careful gmd continucus basis. JPRC has influenced
and made coutributions to thiz program in tha following aresas: .

{z) Honthly code lettar. The JPUC 18 Tespemsibla for
the geloction end publication of the monthly eods letter used s a recoz-
oition eywbol by evading air erevmen without rodio comsmunication.

Tak 5 to.-
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o
{6} Survival Bitus: Survivel kica, copable of being
daiivared by eltlher hish or low porforranca aireraft, hawe been prepositicacd
in five rocatlonz ian SV eud twa lecetiona in THAILARD. These bits contma
iteas that would assint individuale in theily eveaipa cffores. JPRC is res-
ponsible for desipmating the comtents of thzoe Lkira, tecovmending preposi-
tim siiel, suporvi_inp packnning, tnd kit replacowent, anéd for dolivery of
kits to thu preprsitlon uites, -

()

{d) neward Leaflet Progrem: The Reward Laafler Prograu
ia algo & JPRT dir=cted activity. Sora 41.5 millign lesfleta have been
droppad in HVH ond LAOS. Plana are baing nzde to expend this program to
inaleda a CAMIODIAY lraguegn leaflat, A leaflet progran for the Svi/
CABODIAN border araz should corzemeca somezine in Pebrusry. .

S5a Cenduct of Operaiiens/Coordinatient

8. Av poinTed out enxlist, opureations aro normolly corvied out
tndar tha oporationzl control of the ocenior US tactiqal eoumander in the
8Yed. - i

b, Coovdireeicn writh mjgesties cutside the tectical commender's
sphera of inlluznca is acccaplished by JPRC. Such coordination noy includag

{I» Nequegting assets Erom MACY or CIHCPAC thet arc not
evailoble €o the loeccl cowandar, such 29 ncval support, epecial typa
veapons, &nd cpecially tyoinad personnzl.

(2) Coordination with other ageancles such aas AMEHBa SAIGON,
or VIENTIANE, JCS ond CINCPAC,

(3) Arrcnpement for evacuation and treaiment of returnees.
JPRC slev coordinates hospitalizoticn, cvactration and debriefing arronpe-
cents direectly vith thu coupozant cemmands,

¢, After o raid h2s beas conducted, plana call for evacuation of
returneea to a point dosigoated by the compoaant command, whore they under-
g0 preparaticns for evacuation to CGNUS, Hetumnecs are debriefed by intelw
ligence personnel frea their service. A tezm, usually consisting of tvo
men, will usually eccopzny returacas 2o CONUS. A JPRC representative is

preseat at the inicial debriefinz to defermine returnes knowlaedge of other FHa,

!
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€. Throughout the condust of thess oparaticns, JPRC ia vesporagi-
bic for keeping hiphar healquarters informad,

-
. -

6, Reoults Ohtainads

Sinta activstion, tha JPRC hes been-invalved 2d 53 individual
cperations, Thsza have {ncluded nix Toida apairat W comp eictes, five
recemnaldoenes pofralr against guopected PH camp cites, and four search
opcrations ta recover dotmad pilotuv. Tho paidec znd recoopaimsones patrols
have rocovered na US perasmnel, but tha four pesych operations regulted in
the secovery of thi btodics of two pllots wnd tho Tecovery of fiva dewmsd
airman, Twenty GV naticnplc beld prisoner by the VC ware tecovared dupe
inp yaida axginet Luo of tha csmp citds. On 8 November 1962, JPRGC goordi-~
nated a vescua effort fo LACS thabt rcsulted in the reeovary of four US
peraonnel, Six IS RIA uere slfo located in tho ovea. Thesa pix had pre-
viously bren 14gtod MIA £2 a Tesult of tha gaze fncident (lliu!.ng and
Captu.cd Porsopnzl An SEA gre at Imcloaurc 1).

B PR 4 Lozaea/Coat:

8, The eceentin]l natura of the JPNC apporation makes cost a
atcondary eonsisararfon. Actually the eost hee boen negligible unless
the forzew uaed Ir tho ocecversl rescue oparalions gra comsidared. In
vona inétancas battolion alzed forceswith hielicapter support wers employ-
ed with no resulta., This will undpubsedly hoppen ogein In tha future
becouse of the nature of tha tapgets.

b. ODperationrl axpmcag of JPAC lacs the forcen comeidtad have
bacn insignifirant, §253.75 has beca pafd under the reward progrem. Small
incldental expences For spazinl itema cuch as bolt cuttars, hacksava, and
waepon allensors hove been incurzad.

a, } PSTOPS: Tha JPRC 10 supported in ite revard leaflot pzopram
by JUSPAI vlio demigna the leaflets, by HACVPD wiio is yesponeible for deliv=
ering €he leaflezs, by Tth BSTOPS Group vhe printe them, in coordination

with &ih PSYOPS Group vho 3» teoptmeible for final packing of leaflets
before thoy are dalfvarsd by JAF, JPRC eoordinates 1te PSYOP progran pri=-
narily with MACER-aad JUSPAC,

’ Tab 5 to
F-237 | Appendix P

TOPAZARCRET . Fu027 ! Apnendix P

[



—_——

hd

&, JFRC ia in close doily cootact with the most importpont
sourcas of intalligencesr UMACT2, the Joint Search and Rescus Center {with
whoi a sseure folaphone 1link has beon established), CAS in SATGON apd
VIESTIATE, 525th #1 Group, Detachmchi 6, 6429th Special Activity Group,
HACVY COC, AP TACC, 7th Fleat CIC'a,ond US Ezbassies in Southeast Asia,
Close cosrdinntion is umalntained vith all ecooponentrn of MACY both 4n gain-

ing information ond in keeping the cirmponcnts informzd of PH intelligzencw
in their areas. .

10, Future Plang: *

Dincunsient

8., ‘Ihe nission and objectives of JPAC appear to bo adequataly
stated and complete. Tarmzs of reference provided by CINCPAC provide suf-
ficient authority for JPRC to conduct ire misslon. The priority that

TOP S . F- 238 Appendix P
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hos bemen atfordod to JPAC cffocts, to includa the provivion of forces lee,
03 indlested by cperations conducted, bean sufficlents WYhemevor am opara-
tion has been indieated tha zeeponse by all econcecnad has been rapid and
amazkod by thorocoglh coeparaticm ovan to the point of stuading down cothut
oparaticns to pernlk use of essentizl iesources.

b, The orgenization of JPRC cnd iks locatiocn withip HACSOG appazcs
appropricte to thz nature of tho cpovations end the availahility of cosauna-
cations ond lizigon facilicies affeadeds Thz proposad JTP changes will
iwprova the capzbilivy of JPRC to paTform its wiasion.

]

’
€. Tho reoousces avatlable eppoar to ba adsquate in that vir-
tuglly eny resourcas within MACY cen be provided as requirad nad asa Fur-
aiehed en the higlicat priacity becis,

d. Plraning end ecoordination procedurca Appear to heve besn worked
out over the tice sipes foxnmaricn of JPRC to & point whare the eperotions
¢2n be conducted vith xelotive czoothness end o sindrun of turbulence in
ather coubet operatians, Coerdination with MACY COC md the componencs has .
reached A point witera JPRC keeps 211 coscernad informsd of pozsible pending
recovory operaricas po thaot praperations em ba phased rather than to pre-
opent 4 last sinute disruption of other activitiea, .

8. Rosultos ebgained hgve been low. Howover, this is not an in-
dication of woskness in tha systeu. Rathey it cen be Ersced priuarily to
the lack of tipsly, accurate intelligemea dua in large par:t te the pre-
cauticns taken by the cacuy for security of PU3,

, Tab 5 to  °
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(2} ‘The second aren ic in colloction outcida of 5V, flers
ngain, tho probles cppesrs to be ewphesin and uotivation, Hoemms to achieve
caphaeis znd motivaticn amonp patontial collactors in LAOS, CANBODTA, end
HVN nacd to be found.

. () Third in thig orea i= tha apparent need for an overzll
coordinated collection ple or program estzblished by HACY J2 vhich would
tie together all possiblo collectore of PN informacion, establish appro=
printe pricrities wide~ranpe effort on this problem,

Contlusionat Tho AHEG concludesa thak:

JPIC niosion and terns of refereace ave appropriate and ade-
quata,

b. The organization and manning lovol of JPRC a5 provided for in
the JID gubmitted for spproval ip adequate. Personnel onseigned ara highly
qualified and motivated.

c. Procedures for obtaining rescurces for secovary operations and
for conducting and coordimating oparations are adequate, .

d. Intolligence received by JPRC hzs not been adequate Eor success=
ful recavary oparations primarfly because collection hae not been .sufficiently -

rospeneive,

a, The key clemant in recovery operations is timely and relinbie
intelligence, Furthar, that the absance of this clement 1a at the heart
of our lack of succesna to date. Analyals of the callection effort reveals
three aress in which improvewsnt may be pobeible,

(1) » Ecphosin on low~loval agent potentisl to collect infor-
mation en US PR locationg within RV,

(2) Increagad epphasis on collection outaide of RVN.

(3) Focusing of the total MACY effort through provisioa af an
overall, coordinated ¥ information collection program.

CIHCPAC Conzlusiomsn/Recommendationas

a, ‘The ABEG offers the folloving in consideration of the CINCPAC
Joint Survey.Toam conclusionsgs .

13

Conelusieny The new JTD, modified to retain the one G-% Intel-
ligence Officer space, will be adequate to accomplish the JPRC mission,

COMITHT: Concur.

Connlusion: The terms of reference prwida adeguate authority
for JPRC to parform its functions end discharpe its responsibilities.

COMMENT: Concur . - -

' Tab 5 to
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Coneluvdon: Sufficient cocmmication focilities ore avai-
1sbla to the JPUC to pernit full scope of operations eavisioned by the
misgion,

-

COIDENT: Coneur.

Congluzism

COIPEENTt All systoms with a capability to collect sgoiost
known potential sourcea of US Y inforustion are zpproprintely tasked. Ko
divarsion oY concentration of sny opecific systew is considered useful,
Tha present effort is productive end rapid {38 cipnificent reporta in the
period October~Dacezber 67). Recponsible personnel are alert to the
eriticality af thic problam snd accord it 21l the emphesim pogsible, -

Conclusiont Tho largest single problea in locaticn and re-
covery of detained US/FWHAF persomial is tha lack of tinely apd accurate
intelligence data,

COMTEXTs Coneur, -

Conclusion: The JPRC ia operating in accordance with_the
torms of reforence issued by CINCPAC, es approved by JGS.

o
LOWENT:  Concur.

Conelusion: %he preacnt JPRC has very high potential, compe-
tent well quoliffed lezdership, &nd all poroonnel poscss tho teguired skills
snd aye well potivated toward the mission,

ONMENT: Coneut.

Conelusiont Escape and Evasion programs conducted by the
servicen in SEASIA are progressing in & sarisfactory manner. JPRG i3
monitoring those programe closely in an attempr to atendardize casuslity,
MIA/detndinee reporting procedures.

COMMENT: Coneur,

L] L
Conclusion: Tha JPRC pest~hoatilitiea plan (now in drsft form)
le sdequate and will fulfill the prisoner debriefing requirenmenta.

COMRMENT: Comcur.

Tab % to -
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b, The AMIG offcrs the follot'ing in concideration of the CINCPAC
Joint Survey Tean Pecosnendations:

Recormindation: That the O=4 intelligence officer's positlon
ba reteinod vica tha U~3 vocoaranded in the new JID.

COICTENT: Concur. A fiecld grade officer 4m required for an
advisery &nd ccordinatipra role on o recovery opexatien, Thrge officers
aro nceded for necessary Flexibiliev.

rtnt snd rovensat of US/RILLF detoluwees, To this ead, HACSOS should eoor-
dinate with 2AP to arrive gt & wptual ggreezant on sortics, data to ba
collected, area of intcrest, ote, XL required, a SICR should be issued to

obtain this data.

COMMENT: Concur. Sce comment on conclusion szbove,

Racormandntiont That CONUSMACY design & stsndard procedure
for czoualty/liTA/detrinea reporting and the naintenance of parsanal data
files (phates, authonticatica systens, emergency addressess, ete,) for
use by all servicen in SEASIA,

COIRIENT: ‘The desirebility of such 2 program ghould be exawined
carafully bofore implacantation to ba sure that the gaing that might acerue
gze vorth the cost of the effoct.

Recomm=ondatioa: That the JPRC continye in ite present line of
endeavor. It gervags o extremely uséful purpese in that no other organiza=
tion or agency provides a central point of contact or focal point for data
an HIA/dctainees in SEASIA.

h
CIMICNT: Concur. MNowaver, the provisien of & foral point for

inforoatiea in secondary to its poteptial zs a recovary ageney.

Becommendationt: That HACSOG czploze the feasibility of develop=
ing singleton apent nssata specislly qualified and rrainsd for introduction
into WM for ths purpose of penctrating PO? cawps for intelligence purpoaes
and to pergundo selected POV guarde to defeet with prisoners, or parmit
clandeantine gperations withiu the prison.

T: Conenz,

AHEG Recomrendrtions: 1t is recommended that:

&, CRICPAC Joint Survay Tean recozme=ndations as concurred in by
this group be mpproved {see para 13b ebove),

N -
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b. Stepw be Lokton to focua ARVN pttention on the ecollecting of
information on US i4'"o; thet this pollaction effort be given priority over
all but Ltha most urpent tustical aquivaeenlo; thas US adviagors to ARVR
ingelliganea afficers &t Corpa laval gnd balew be dirceted to pressn this
progra, mad thet they be providsd the wecup to induce anpressive agent
and agent penetraticn eperntisns to racover Afa ulthin RV

€. A confeyence be conducted by COMLSHACY involvind 211 potential
collectors of US PR information in LADS, CAIMODIA imd HVH te determine iee
proved momg pond cooydinction on measures vequired f{or daveloping greater

emphaais on this progzrom,

é. MACV J2 prepare an ovorall, caordinated colleetion plzn or
progras of overilding prlority foi HI informaticn,

oY
& ‘ -
"
' T o . -
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HEADQUARTERS
UHITED STATES KILITARY ASSISTARCE COMMAND, VIETHAN
STUDIES ARD OBSERVATIONS GROUP
APO 96222

DIRECTIVE 23 Januery 1968
KUMBER 500-1 (306 - oOP=-80)

- -

ACTIONS TO SUPPORT OP-80 REQUIREMENTS (U

&, It must ba rTealized that tha facts and circumatences
spsoclated with each recovery operation may mnd propadbly will
be dlfferent than the previous or next recovery operation.
Therefors the instructions in this directive are genaral

in nature and will have to be tailored to esech specific
rocovary operatlon. It 1s imperative that all) perponnel
involved 4in a recovery action be aware of the necessity

for an expaditiouns, well planned response. Advance
preparation, insofar as possible, should be taken to
preclude time conBuming delays &t cerdtical times to insure
proper.ooordinastion and supervislon of actiona takan.

b. 0P=80 will provide “command and conirql for tha
operation, OP-30 will providge or arrange for reguired air support,
and OP=-35 will provide ground forcea. Other sections will
provide aup t 88 required.

3. 49) RESPOFSIBILITIES: The following responsibilities
are Aiated to provide all conceraed with the tasks each
Brunch/Geetion will be expected to execute.

a. OP-80,

(1) Alert 0OP-30 {(Operation and Treining Division)
and OF-35 {Ground Studies Oroup) to pending recovery
coperations ar soon ap the reguirement 18 knowa.

{2) Coordinate with OP~30 and OP=35 in formulating
the proposed reecovery plan.

{3) Provide task forcae 'commander for exeecution of
approved receovery plans, and advise OF-30 of additional require=
nents or changes in planes. Central control poipt will
established at 806G €CC.

(4) Conduct briefing of epproved plem for all task
force elements amslgned, .

{5) Provide guidance to all concerned regarding
Pproecedurea for procesdlng recavered personnel,

* This directive supersedes MACSGG Directive 500-1, 10
January 1967.

GROUP 1
EXCLUBED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWH-
GRADING AND DECLASSIFICATION
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IACS003 DIR 5C0-1
23 January 1968 - - .

(6) Coordinate end csteblish 1ipigen vith V.S, and A)lied departzen’
and agencics to insure additional supporting forces are tblaincd whon required,

.('f) Insurc that appropriste embassies have approved BRIGHT LIGNT bec-:
steging through thoir areas of interest vhen rcquired, and nocessory notifiestion
and acordination is cccompliched, !

(8) Insure that edequato quentities of emorgonsy cquipment/supplics
rigged for paradrop to perccnnel to ba racovared are prepesiticncd at designated
locationa, .

b- [3); -10: L

(1) Provide direction to the appropriste cperaticns sections as to
acticna to be taken,

{2) Establish ldaison with spprepriste agencies to insure that
correct linos of cexmunicaticns ars established for expoditious regponse to alr
support requiresents. The following proscedures perteining to the Seventh Ar Foreco
have bean establisheds: .

-
L]
1

o
. Oui-of-Country Supporis

3, Czll 7AF Coxezrder Operations Center (AUTOSEVCGH 3405
or Talk tk 412 and ask for the Senior Controller. Inform the Senior Gontroll
that & BRIGHT LIGHT requirement follows, outline the altuation and infeim hid when agr
suppord iF requdyred,

2. In-Country Suppo;'t: For immediste actien requests, call
7AF TACC Copmand Post (Tadk Quick 416) end msk for the Senior Controller. OCute
1ine the sijuation and inform him what aiy support is required,

{2} Monitor actions teken to insure they are exesuted properly and
expaditiously, o

{a) Upon netification that a resewory operation is to be executed,
0P-32 will take ths followlng actions: -

1. Asalgn en Mr Lipieon Officer to 0P-80 to monitof, adviss,
suparvise, and respond to alr support requirements, - . .

2. Submit air suppart requesta to Scvanth Alr Force Ceomand
Post which mey inglude but ave not limited to:

2+ Transport ('fJ.IEd wang/Hellcopter)

b, Forward Air Control -

Tab 7 to
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CAP \
Strike )
* Coomand and Comtrol ) .
. Resupply ’

I o
. ()

*
i)

3. Provide transportation for OP-80 task foree control party a.nd
alrlift of (P35 Iuroas ng yerired, '

g_. Yhen required, provide a tactlical &ir Medson repreaent.ative
for support to C & C Detachkmont du:ing thg comiur:t. of recovery operatlons. .

e. OP-351 : -

(1) Train reconnaiasa!zce teams and command and centrcl party o
qualify for execution of personnel recovery nissions,

{2) Upon receipt of order to cxesute 8 recavery n::lnsio.n exaecute tha
following actions:

- (a) Alert C & C Desachment to designate forces to exscute the
mission. ,

: (b) Insura that the designated forces are equipped with iden..-ii?ing
'f-n bands and English language carda, .

(c) Request that the Inmtelligence Divisicu ‘provide avallable napa,
order of battle, and curremt intelligence in mission ares.

(d) Provide OP~30 with air support requiremsnts,

(e) If requived, request that or=3Q p:o'dd.e & toetiesl sir uaisqn
repreaanttrbive to apsist thaC & C almen‘t.. :

{£) Designate 3 nisaion pro.jsct officer and advise all conserned, A

“
¢
L}

»

{g) Requast that OP--BO condw:t. the necessary coordination armd arrange
necessary clearance for personnel and/or equipment into cther countries conocerned.

(h) Coordinate with Chief, Commmications Branch and insure that
required camumications equipment scemmpanies reconnnlssanca team or will be
available at the launch aita,

(1) Deploy team as expeditiously as possible, -

" e m _—— m— s
1 T s e ——
PP v P E— - - = e
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a. JIntellirence: Provide svoilable maps, order of battle, zrd cwrent
intellipgencoe os requested by OP=30, OP=35, and OP=80. Coordinsbo requests for
serlol reconnalssance.

e. Commnieations: Provide comunications equipment and facilities as
requested by OP>30, OP=35, ond OP=30,

REPORTS: It 1s the responsibility of the senlopr OP-BO repressntabive
that pariodiq reports are subritted through svallable communieations chane
o the Chief, S0G. Reportdng times or frequency are not epseified; hewover,
roports should be submitted on a timely basie to keep &1l concerned appraiged of
the current status of aperations,

FPR THE GHIEF, SOGs

/8/ —

IVAN G. ELAND

176, USA

Exooutive Offiger ) .
JFFICIAL: C -
I.0. YOUIG, JR.
a2, USA
Adzin Offiecer - ' -
DISTRIBUTI Nz .
OP=gQ (1)
07=30 (1) .
Trted {1)
CP=32 (1) ,
P33 {1)
{P=34 (1)
OP=35 1)
Comm 1 . ]
C&C Dst 1 .
SALT 1)
Admin {1) -
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RECOVERY STUDIES GROUP (MACS0G-80)
MISSION X

rescue personnel recovery operations and as such develops

requirements for collection of intelligence and other

interested agenolas, - -
FUNCTIONS - - —n

L

Advisee the Chief on all matters pertaining to
US and allied personnel. —-— -
Supervises the operatlions of the Resovery Studles

e avae wom L aws. - - dmm e .

retovery operatlons and Escape and Evasion programs wlthin

the theater of operatilons,

invelving air, ground and naval recovery forées. .- C e E
INTELLIGENCE SECTION - . e e s

accurate intelligence and other data required for

personnel re ery operations, : - _

Collates, analyzes, evaluates and maintains
infelligence . files concerning detained and mlesing personnel,

Develops operaticnal intelligence and prepares

8tddies of areas cf interest to the Recovery Studies
Division to determine the feasibility of initlating

Y Tab 8 to .
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personnel regovery operations.

4, Briefs other intelligence agencies on the misaion,
opefations and intellipence requirecments of vhe Recovery
Studier Divlsion,

5. Provides DIA with requirements for the colleotion
o intelligence and other data in excess of looal
capabllities and provides DIA with information developed,
relative to oeptured and aisaing perscnnal.

6.
other US intelligence agencies to stimulate the flow of

Maintains close and asontinucus lialison with

Informatlon and intelligence pertaining to captored or
missing perscnnel. R Y . ~
OEERATIONS SECTION - - e

1. Formulates, coordinates and supervisea operational

protedures and plana for the recovery of capatured U3 or

allied personnal. - S -
paf;#Lsiféoordinatea and establlshed liaislon with US

and gllied departments and agencles to ensure maximum

utilization of -availabie resources and to achieve maximum

reantlion t

Acts as goerdinater/liaiscon to US and allied
foroes conducting recovery ovperations. e
jyﬂ;;;/LB?’ggudieﬂ and evaluates EAE equipment, survival
pmant and related items. In conjunction with aily and
Naval Foroess make recommendations for the procurement and
use of new equipment or the modification of existing equip-

ment,
evf;/L53’5;;era tactical unit Commanders and operations

perBonnel on the misalon and operation of the Recovery

Studies Division and advises them on the feaalbllity and

teshniques of prilsoner recovery operations,

o= Tab § to
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1
' DEPARTUENT CF TUB ARSTE - .
Neadquarters, 1 1218 Foree Viotnin

( T ATO Soh P:nnc.l..'.cq 26350 .
~ . ! ] -
NEGULATICN : i "« 27 Phbruary 1989
NOMEER 301-3 . R
- ] a (]
"' MILITAMY THTSLLIGENCH - aat
4
Procadures Eor Bceovery of FPMAT Prisonats of ¥ar (POM¥a) -

PURPOS81 To atandardize, procedures in order that recovery
or PRMAF POY3 can 12 launched with & pinlevn Joss of tize.

BACHGEOUMD: Exgarience galnad from cenducting FOW xecovesy
rations wdicatas that viat Cong PO gamps aré vultnerchle to cwife, .
oll planned helfbornz caida wheteln complats tactical gurprisa fo
¢ aghicved. Viet Cong POY eenps ofo ganerally guarded by o very ezall
force, but achieva thofz necuzity by virtua of: theix poalticning,
usually deep withan VC bace press. Tae VO nexwmally rotate FOW ermpa
through pra~zalected poolsfons at gbout thirty-doy intezvals, e
vhenaver they bslleve tha ecop location bns baen ecupréaigad by, an

ontapza, Hal-Chanbh or V2 flight, . . .
3. XNTELLIGENCS: : . oo e,
& Pelinitionn: . ' -
(1) FPerlshaoble intelligence ls thet intelligence whieh-wgst " Fe e
ba reactod to imzediataly er its waluz L2 lost,
B Ci)—'iia-ﬁ:p‘é;?l;ng;aﬂi;tclligcnca 15 that type of intelligenca . '

to which raacticn oparationy ave not inhiblted by restcictive time tr:a.n:‘%.

bs The bast intelligence is that intalligance which is derfved
fron comaone who has had eccess to the ecmpj G.ge SCCAPzes, guotds oF
labozers who are willing to lead & fesetion fozen beck dnto tha osea.

‘ - Tab 10 to
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fxp Yo 3813, NQ 1 BFODCIY, APO San Pronciscs 56350, 27 Fab 49 {Coatr'd)

e« A conpzehsnsive interrogation/dobrieling yuids is recooounded
for uzz to- interrogato NOI Citalilis and PO and to dobrief eccap=es.
Such & guida 1z attached at Incloanrs I. " af e

5. GUIDAXCE; All substantiva intalllzence repato of By cenp
ations will 3 rapotted by Flash opodaga to nddzeossss indicaved:

av COMDRIGY (ATTMe JFRO), .. .. o oas. awosze e . - ae .
be G, I PEQRCSY

o. DSA, TI'Crz R

d. 525th M Group ] X . .

- e
- LT 2V e
[ . - - whttnty, 4]

LR L T S

£. If U.S. prisoners are involwed, the subject of tha essags . .

" g S0

will k& “PRIGHT LIGET". The urgoncy of axpediticusly raporting AP
perishable intelligence, such a3 joformetion obtained from emcapies, . .- L~
aannet ba cvar-emphasised. . . . o heeen

e r -

z.qosn zopresentatives should ba informad immadiately ' .
to datermine whetber they bave additional infermation of hava agsats e .
that can gonfirzn or procure move informaticn. ! S

hes Pollouw-up action should be initiated imcediately to fully .
develop the EEI. 2xtrems cautlen must be exercised frem ¢ho outeet
to pcevont coopreaising the opsratlons U, §. unilatexal cetlon at -
this stege ig recammanded, IR v . 1

Lo G2 will ootlly JPRG, MACY, and arrange for JERC rapresentatiom
as raequired, / . . .o . )

§. 0RM) OPERATIONS: 1 N . ‘e et

a. Easad o tho intelligence genefated, imzadlate operatlenal

planning is Initlated unilaterally by the designated tactien] daroandar

or Province Sanlor Advisor, in coordipation with U, §. wilitary sdvisezy -
stafla Primary reaction forces to be con- '
sidered are U, S, tzoop units or

becavse of Inherent ropld reacticn

,Capabilitics and their abllity

to preserva the security of the operatica. Cacp and Mgbile Strike -
Porce unlts (CSFAISF) Lrom Company B, Sth Special Forcas Group Alre
borne should alse bes censidered as a ready reaaction force. .

s 2

loternal routing fnatructions will b2 focludod sa follows: COMUSMACY :
Lor JRRAC, HACI21l, MACI22, CG, 1 FFORCSY for G2; 525th M1 Group for M/CPIB.
Hotey Recovery propasals should NOT be inelyded in {ntelligence ressapes,
¥essages partaining to proposad pparations should be Zorwarded to G,

IFFORCEY only. 2 a
wdd g - gy -
L] ) -_ * ) .-
" . . ‘. ]
4 . ) - .
. Tab 10 to
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Rog Ho 3!‘1-3, HQ ICFORCSY, ADO Szn francisco 956350 27 Feb 69 (Cont‘d)

be The major tactical unit cozmanders, or the Province Sanfor
Advinore In the provinea whete U, 8. fotces era mot present will appelst
A Tosk Pofea mnd V. 5. combander to sexve ns the ovérall eocrdinator anmd

to inltlatc tactical plaoning,

€. Tho yecovery tesk forco cocmandar and tha alr missicn comnandas
will conduct a joint secial reccnnalssanca of tle area to solect tha

landing zone,

aisiog the opsratdoite

Te

3N) I BFORCEV/II CTZ SUPECT:

Fxtreme cautlion must be exarcised to prevent doapro-

a« Upon recelpt of substontive intelligence repovin of PO camp

locations by the 62, 1 FRORCEY, the major unit commandsr or Provines
Senler Advioor will be alerted by RQ, IFPORCSV of on imgarding oparatian.
A JFAC represcntativa will ba requssted, through MACWZ0Z, to ccze to
Headquatters, IFFOACEV.

bs ‘The') FFORCEY TCC will wonitor the operation,

Cs An After~iction Report will ba prepated by the Task Force
Gozmander upon coapletion ef tha opsraticn.

FOB THE COMMANDERZ

O0FFICIAY 2 J
Qmun Be BUS]JEg“ IR,
Colonal, AGG

Adgutant General

CONE NTIAL

JAMES G. RALZPGIS

Beigadizr Genezal, USA

Chiaf of Btafl

P- 261
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a. Provide the JPRC (Joint Personnel Reocovery Centar)
an increased capabllity to its theater PW recovery
programa,

b. Provide an experienced exploitation fores, up to
company size, for immediate reaction to perishable
intelligenca information on PW locations, primarily
U.8, Pis.

¢, Provide in=-country reastion capability 4in
additlion to established C&C AQs, -

d. To establish a minimum requirement for additlonal
spacialized training.

FUNCTTONAL RESPONSIBILITY:

GROUP 1
EXCLUDED FROM AUTOMATIC DOWN-
GFADIN® AND DECLASSIFICATION
. Teb 11 to
ERET F- 362 ! Appendix F
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TOP

employed to the maximum degree. ,°
\ - HMACS0G-35 will ldentify the‘foroﬂ to b& employed
and the external fire support assets required.

f. MACSOG-32 willl identify alr asset requlrements
based on MACS0G-35 force input; 1ift to launch points
will normally ba from 304 assets, while raid 1ift will
be provided from fleld force agsets,

g. The C&C Commander wilill provide an operations
offlcer to JPRC for planning and coordination when an
operation is pending. .-

h, JPRC will designate the TF Commander.

1. Cooprdination and lialson with external forces

responsiblility of JPRC. - -

erationa are one Exploitation Company at each C&0, to be
deslgnated by each C&C Commander, This force may be
compoelite and formed from platoone avallable at any glven
time. All CxC Exploitation Forces will be trained and

prepared to conduct FY recovery missions on call,
&. The FW recovery role will be 1n addition to other

responsihilities,
b. Forces will operate as preeently conatituted and
equipped. . - - emea

6. P recovery forca asaets will be drawn from more

than one C&0 Af tha siltuation dictates. - .-

d. When forces in additlon to those under HMACSOQ
operatlonal control are required for PYW recoevary,
supportlng foroea will be requeated from COMUSMACYV
resources, o
5. {U) Command Relatlonships will remain as currently

established,

TEh 11 to
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ipaxedlately upon receipt,

Text copled from MACS0G Lbtv, sulkj: Terms of Reference
for Additional Support of the JPRC (U), d%d 25 july 1969,

glgned by Gol S.E. Cavanaugh, USA, Chief S0G

—— - -
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