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INTRODUCTION

"Laos is a peaceful country and the Lao people are dedicated
to peace; yet Laos for ﬁofc than twenty‘years has known‘neither
peace nor security." Thus did the Laotian King Savang Vathana
describe thé anomaly that is Laos today. A nation with scant
natural or human resources, Laos has been the scene of continual
skirmishing betweenanst and Yest. In the struggle for Laos,
both power blocs seel the realization of distinct political and
militery objectives. Ioreover, on the ideological plane, victory
in Laos would be.symbolic of ascendancy in Southeast Asia,; in
this manner, the contest in Laos becomes a ”play-within—the-play“
in the world struggle. To the victor in Laos might accrue |
successes grossly disproportionate to tixz political domination of
this diminutive juangle kingdom. Understandably, therefore, the
US Government, i 1ts national policy on Laos, has manifested
continuing concern about the Communist thfeat to Laos, and has
beén designed to prevent Communist domination of the kingdom.

In 1954, the ~ztionai policy promuizzted the following
courses of actlion concermnlng Laos:

1) Make every possible effort, not openly incbnsistent
with the U.S. position as to the armistice agreements, to
defeat Communist subversion and influence, to maintain
and support friendly non-Communist [government] in.

Laos.

2) Urge that the French promptly recognize and deal
with. . . Laos. . . as [an] independent sovereign [nation].

3) Strengthen U.S. representation and deal directly;
vwherever advantageous to the U.S., with the [government] of
Laos,

4) Working through the French only insofar as necessary,
assist Laos. . . to maintain (1) military forces necessary
for internal security and (2) economic conditions conducive
to the maintenance and strength of non-Communist areas

5) Expose Communist violations of the Armistice in
Indochina.

6) Conduct covert operations on the maximum feasible
and productive scale in support of the foregoing policies

1. (TS) NSC 5429/5, 22 Dec 54, CCS 092 Asia (6-25-48) sec 90.




In the next few years, Laos failed to achieve stability - 2
stability earnestly sought by the US. The US responded to this
unsettled condition by accelerating the tempo of its efforts in
Laos. On 5 Séptember 1956 the policy approved for Laos provided
that the US would:

1) Seek to strengthen the determination of the Royal
Government to resist subversion and to maintaln its
.1ndependence.

2) In order to prevent Lao neutrality from veering
toward pro-Communism encourage individuals and groups in
Laos who oppose dealing with the Communist bloc.

3) Develop an attitude of confidence on the part of
Lao leaders that the UN Charter, SEATO, and U.S. support
provide a favorable basis for Lao resistance to Communist
pressure and inducements.

4) Encourage and support close bonds between Laos and
Thailland, including such political associations, economic
cooperation, and joint military planning as feasible.

5) Support the expansion and reorganization of police,
propaganda, and army intelligence services, provided anti-
Communist elements maintain effective control of these
services.

6) Continue support of the Royal Lao Army to assure
internal security and provide limited iniltial resistance to
an attack by the Viet Minh.

7) Terminate economic and military aid if the Lao
Government ceases to demonstrate a wlll to resist internal
Communist subversion and to carry out a policy of maintaining
its independence 1

In 1958 US policy remained virtually unchanged. Oniy minor
changes were made, and these modifications were included in the

NSC policy on Lzos for 1960. .

4

The basic US policy toward Laos prevailing at the time of the
August coup provided that the US would: ‘

1) Provide military assistance for the development
and support of Lao armed forces capable of maintalning in-.
ternal security against Communist subversion or other elements
hostile to U.S. interests and providing limited initial
resistance to Communist aggression. Encourage Laos to -
formulate and implement a broadly conceived security plan,
including both internal and external security, which in-
compasses the services of all branches of the Royal Govern-
ment, civil and military.

1. My NSC 5612/1, dtd 5 Sep 56. CCS 092 Asia (6-25-48)
(2), sec 26, BP Pt 6
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2) 1In the provision of U.S, assistance, direct our
programs to the promotion of social and economic progress and
unification of Laos, thus helping maintain the confidence of
the Royal Government in its anti-Communist, pro-Free World
‘neutrality.’

3) Continue to promote conditions engendering confi-
dence by Lao leaders that the UN Charter, SEATO, and Free
World support vrovide a favorable basis for Lao resistance
to Communist pressure and inducements, and at the same tTime
continue to impress upon the Lao the need for a sense of
responsibility and recognition that too drastic.actions may
have adverse international implications. '

4) Encourage the Lao to observe constitutional and
legal processes as providing the soundest basis for the
growth and vitality of democratic institutions; discourage
resort to force in political affairs. : '

5) Encourage the Lao Government to give emphasis to
programs tending to reorient disaffected elements of the
population.

6) Encourage and support cooperation between Lacs and
other Southeast Asian countries, particularly Thailand, Viet
Nam, the Philippines, Malaya, and Burma, including such joint
effort in the anti-subversion, economic, communications, and
military fields as is feasible.

7) Develop greater mutual understanding and cooperation
with the French in the furtherance of common Free World
objectives.

8) Strongly support 'the Ull presence' and expanded UN
technical assistance in Laos, and make a special intensified
effort to encourage other friendly nations to assume a 1
larger share of responsibility for the support of the country.

Programs Svaluation Office (PEQ) 1954-1960

The Ceneva Accords did little to allay US fears that the
Laotian Army, in the post-Geneva years, would provide neither an
effectlve agency for internal security nor an adequate deterreht
to Viet Minh aggression. Following the Geneva Conference, the
French continued to furnish miiitary advice to Laos, although the
French Military Mission (FMM), reduced in strength, ceased
assigning personnel to train the combat arms of the FAL. It soon
pecame apparent that additional assistaﬁce was necessary if the
Laotlan Army was to develop into a capable fighting force. The US
initiated such military aid through the US Operations Mission
(USOM). The USOM, organized in January; 1955, as a mechanism of

the US Country Team to administer the US dollar-aid program, was

1. (g#) NsC 6012, 9150/9105 (11 July 60), 25 Jul 60.
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now charged with the additional assignmert of providing financial
support for the Laotian military establishment.

It soon became apparent that the magnitude of the program
required a separate organization. Late in 1955, therefore, the
Programs Zvaluation Office (PEQ), an agency of the Department
o’ Defense, was established, 6stensibly as a section of the USOM
put actually operating as a separate element of the US Couﬁtry
Team. The personnel of the Pz0 were all civilians, but, since
their duties involved lmcwledge of military matters and equipment,
the majority of them were reserve of retired military personnel.
The PEO was occupiled chiefly with the preparation of budgetary
requests and the procurement of supplies. It pald the salaries
of Laotian milltary personnel and furniched most of the military
support to the armed forces of Laos, and carried out other
activities designed to improve the economic and political

ituation in Laos. Pernaps the principal problem of the PZO0 was

4]

the diffidulty experienced in its attempts to insure that US
equipment was being put to proper use.

In December 1953, it was determined that the PEO should play
2 still more active role. Plans viere made fbr augmenting the
organization with military personnel in a covert role. CINCPAC
recommended that an active duty general officer be assigned as
Chief, PE0O. Brig Gen thn4A. Heintges vas assigned this task.
Prior to assuming nis new duty, Heintges was ordered by CINCPAC
to survey the Laotian situation and propose a major reorganizat ion
of US military activities in Laos.

The conclusions of Gen. Heintges' survey provided a basis‘for
a2 far reaching plan to: 1) reorganize the PEO by increasing its
military personnel; 2) aid in training the.FAL; and 3) improve
the logistics of the armed forces in Laos.

To aid in training of the FAL, the plan envisioned: l)
providing personnel to form joint US/French teams to train each

of the twelve regular ANL battalions: 2) assigning a field grade
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officer to each region neadquarters to supervise the training
teams; 3) activating a training center at Seno Air Base td train
recruits and MOS specialists; &) supplementing and complementing
French training of the technical services; 5) providing‘US military
training and advisory ¢teams for specialized assistance in intermal
security training (special.féfces and PSYWAR); 6) increasing the
Laotian quota at the U.3. Army Infantry School, to allow for 60
additional FAL representatives to take three months courses.
Since, however, operational training of the FAL was a
responsibility of the French, these recommendations could be im-
plemented only after coordination with the French government. On

"'as it was

29 lMay 59 the French concurred in the ”Heihtges Plan,'
nov called. The agrecement stated that the special training team
efforts would ve in effect for from six months to a year, but it
zllowed for a review of this provision. (On 31 December 1959
CINCPAC recommended that the program be extended for another year.)

Tne "Heilntges Plan’ was forwarded to the Assistant Secretary

" Defense, ISA, by CLICPAC on 13 December 1958, and at his

O
[

uggestion, many ol the »proposals were adopted. In February,

4]

1659, the now "Mister  Heintges assumed command of the PEO. His

- staff was reorganizea ana increased by nine US Army officers and
eight NCO's traveling in civilian status. His recommendations for
the improvement of logistical support of the FAL were taken under
consideration by the Devartment of Defense, many were favorably
acted upon in 1959. More important, all the proposals ©o lmprove
the training of the FAL were adopted during 1959.

The new organization was just beginning to function in ifs

expanded mission{ including a more active logistic, adviSory,Aand
technical training role, when armed insurgency broke out in July

1959. The gravity of this situation and the consequent increase

in

ct

he PEO workload resulted in a request for additional personnel.
CINCPAC approved the recuest and warned the JCS that existing

rrench and US efforts in training and logistics were not




satisfactory in developing the FAL. Additional US advice and
assistance were vital, CINCPAC stated, if deficiencies were to be
corrected and the competence of the FAL increased to the standard
reaquired to meet the Communist challenge. He noted that while
PZ0 had to be adequately staffed, the only long range sdlution
would be the formal establishment of a MAAG.

On 17 February 1960 General Phoumi, the Laotian Minister of
Defense, in a letter to the Chief PEO, reQuested a one year
extension of US training effort in Laos.

The International Supervisory Control Commission for LAOS (ICC)

The Genéva Agreement ended the rebellion against the French
in the territories that nad been French Indochina, but could not
end the contentions.amongst the indigenes. It was necessary,
thererfore, to establish a continuing body to secure complianqe
with the terms of the agreements.

The Internationeal Supervisory Control Commission for Laos
(soon dubbed ICC), comprised of India, Poland and Canada, was the
instrument created for the supervision and implementation of the
- Geneva Agreements in that country. Under the terms of these
‘agreemenfs all Vietminnh troops and all but a small, specified
number of French troops were to be withdrawn from the country;
moreover, Laos was barred from entering military alliances or
accepting the establishment of foreign bases on its territory.
The agreements also stipulated that the'Pathet Lao forces were to
withdraw to the two northern provinces of Sam Neua and Phong Saly,
which they were to administer in collaboration with the Royal
Laotian Government. The agreements further stipulated, however,

that before elections could be held in these provinces, the two
factions must reach an accord on the political and military
administration of the area.

By 19 November 1954 the ICC could report that all terms of

the armistice agreements had been met with one exception: the

question of the military and political administration of Sam Neua
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and Pnong Saly remained unresolved. buring the next year the
Royal Government wavered between a policy of firmness adveccated
by the US and the policy of extreme caution advocated by France,
the UK, and the ICC. After a long period of serious fighting and
fruitless negotiations, the Government informed the ICC con 9 
November 1955 that no agreement could be reached with the Pathet
Lao, and that, therefore,'the elections in Phong Saly and Sam
Neua would have to be conducted without ggreement. Because the
authority of the Laotian Government had not been re-established in
the two provinces, however, the National Assembly postponed the
elections until December 1956.

By early 1956 the growing seriousness of the Pathet Lao
rebellion, together with the mounting activity of the US in Leos,
indicated that in future months Laos would occupy a crucial place
in the politics of the cold war. The ICC for Laos tried to exert
pressure on the Royal Government to avoid hostilities. But its
influence‘on the Royal Government was seriously impaired by the

attitude of the Commission members toward the Pathet Lao. - The

P()

olish member sided with the Pathet Lao in every dispute, and
the Indian, reflecting Nehru's charitable approach to Asian
neutralism, gave the Pathet Lao the benefit of every doubt. The
Canadian, intent upon avolding charges of favoritism, generally
acceded to the Indian chairman. Often ignoring the most flagrant
violations of the armistice by the Pathet Lao, the ICC tended to
restrain the Royal Govermment on those rare occasions when it
was considering more forceful action in the northern provincesh
An agreement between the PL and the RLG was filnally reached
on 19 November 1957. The authority of the Lao Government ovér the
provinces of Sam Neua and Phong Saly was recognized, and the
integration of 1,500 Pathet Lao troops into the Laotian Army was
arranged. The Government had been agitating for the removal of
the ICC for some time; in May 1958, it announced that all its

obligations under the Geneva Agreements had been fulfilled and
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that it would henceforth recognize the UN as the sole arbitrative
body. The ICC advised the RIG thét following the elections in
May of 1958 its task in supervising the Geneva Agreements on Laos
would be fulfilled. The ICC, however, adjourned on 19 July 1958,
without legally dissolving. Thus, although its members left the
country, 1t was not disestablished but merely suspended.

In the next two years several efforts Qere made to reconvene
the commission. Following the North Vietnam-Laotian border
violence in January 1959, the Laotian Government formally pro-
tested against an alleged oécupation of part of its territory by
North Vietnamese troops and requested that a UN observation mission
be sent to the disputed area. In turn, in a letter of 25 January
to the Indian Chairman of the ICC for Laos, North Vietnam pro-
tested against an alleged Laotian violation of the frontier. The
- letter also accused the RLG of an infringement of the Geneva
Agreements by "repressive measufes” against the Neo Lao Hak Xat
and by large-scale importation of US arms. It requested a
reconvention of the adjourned ICC.

In a note to the UK in March 1959 the USSR suggested that as
co-chairmen of the Geneva Conference they should request the ICC
to resume its work of supervision and control as soon as possible.
This request was seconded by Communist China who charged that, in
threatening to resort tb military means against the Pathet Lao,
the RLG had committed a "serious violation' of the Geneva Agree-
ments “tantamount to launching a civil war in Laos." The North
Vietnamese Government similarly condemned the Laotian Government's
»action and demanded that the ICC return to Laos immedlately. On
9 June 1959 the UK rejected the Soviet proposal. The RLG, sald
the UK, had conslstently acted in accordance with the Geneva
.Agreements; the integration of the Pathet Lao troops in no way

infringed the.agrezemnents
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NPT




T — =y —TryTm
SO S
e

On 10 June 1560, precursory to his later actions (see item
14 Nov ©60), Prime IMinister Nehru called for the reconvening or
the ICC. Describing the situation in Lzos, Nehru said that some
of the Indo-Chinese states nad been subjected to ‘"outside rulls’
which had become “stronger on various sides” and had given rise to
probleﬁé( The existence of the ICC, he charged would be "'a
sobering and balancing Tactor' in this situation. "Unfortunately
for us, . . . we have accepted a certain responsibility in the
‘Indo-Chinese States as chairman of the Commission," he continued,
"and it 1s a difficult and embarrassing task; . . . the Government
of India did hot propose that the Commission should go against
the will of the Laotian Government, but that advice should be
given to that Goverrmment to agree to reconvene the Commission. !

No results followed from the initiative of the Indian Prime
Minister, but in midsummer the situation came dramatically to a
nead. The Kong Le coup, which ooens the following chronological
sumnary of the last six months of Laotian nistory caﬁ only be
considered in the context of past developments in the ICC, the PEO,
and 3Basic US National Policy. As the following should convincingly
prove, a strong causal nexus exists between recent Laotian history

and the struggle of the power Blocs; a struggle in which the three

skeins. traced above play no little part.

1. (U) Keesing's Contemporary Archives, 1959-1960, 10 June
1959.




9 Aug Captain Kong Le and his 2d Laotian Paratroop Battalion,
: supported by armored units, seized complete control of
Vientiane, the administrative capital of Laos. Pro-
Western Premier Tiao Somsanith and other government and
military leaders were in the royal capital, Luang'
Prabang at the tlie. o
(U) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 229, 11 Aug 00; NYT,
10 Aug 60,1. : o ' .

9 Aug . The Secretary of State, Christian Herter, advised the US
Ambassador to Laos, Winthrop G. Brown, that the polilcy
of the US Government was "to assist in any feasible way"
any "determined effort whicnh (the] legitimate government
under [the] King's direction might make to restcre 1ts
authority." Therefore, the Secretary "would not wish in
any way [to] complicate cr have our friends complicate”
any such attemo:. The prospect of a 'meutralist govern-
ment . . . dedicated to another fruitless round of
negotiations with Pathet Lao'" appeared to Secretary
Herter as one fraught with danger to the independence
of Laos.

(C) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 141, 9 Aug 60.

10 Aug Kong Le's group, under the title of "High Command of the
' Revolution," established an Erecutive Committee headed
by Kong Le to administer civil and military powers until
a new government could be invested. In a radio broad-
cast, the paratroop captain stated his "most important
goal" to be a "true neutral policy," and called for an
end to Lao fighting Lao. He a2lso advocated accepting
assistance from all countries "for constructive progjects'
During 10 years of freedom, according to Kong Le, the
Lao people had suffered injustices, misery, and mal-
treatment from a corrupt minority of political leaders
who used foreign aid to enrich themselves. Foreign aid
had also been used by the donors to exploit and enslave
the Lao. ,
(C) Msgs, Vientiane to SecState, 268, 12 Aug 60 and
256, 11 Aug 60; NYT, 11 Aug 60, 3.

10 Aug At a meeting in Bangkok General Phoumi Nosavan, Minister
of Defense in the Somsanith Government and a staunch
antli-Communist, revealed to an American Embassy officer
hls plans for military action toguppress the rebellion.
Phoumi stated he planned an attack by paratroops to
retake the Vientlane airport, followed by the employment
of additional air-transported forces to "oust the
revolutionary group.%n\engumi's headquarters was to be
in the town of Savannakhet. ' :

(TS) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 221, 10 Aug 60.

10 Aug The Secretary of State instructed Ambassador Brown to
deliver the following message to Premier Somsanith:

My government . . . continues to support
fully [the] legally constituted government
of Laos. It considers rebellion an internal
affalr of Laos and 1s sure that, under his
Majesty's leadership your government can
restore peace to [the] Kingdom through quick
- and decis)ve action, ‘

(The message was received by the Premier on 12 August,
reportedly, with "great happiness. ")

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 264, 12 Aug 60;
(C) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 150, 10 Aug 60.




12 Aug

.3 Akug

14 Aug

The following actions were apnroved by the State and
Defense Departments to implement the US.policy o* support
of the Royal Lactian Government:

1. Designation of two senior Programs Evaluation
Office (PEO) liaison officers to Forces Armee Lao (FAL)
commanders at Luang Prabang and Savannakhet. Thnese
officers were to process requests for logistical supporct,
furnish 1ntelligence, and carry on PEO functions as
practicable. '

2. " Use of IMilitary Assistance Precgram Materials in
Thailand for support of Royal Laotian Government military
operations.

3. Reinferce CAT aircraft (contract aircraft) at
Bangkok. One or two aircrzrit would be immediately

‘available to transport membzrs of tae Royal Laotian

Govermment.

The JCS authorized CINCPAC to employ actions 1 and
2 as ne deeme: ''responsive to the current situation."

(S) Msg, SecStzte to Vientiane, 161, 12 Aug 60;
(S) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 981358, 12 Aug 60, JCS
Secretariat.

In a2 statemz2nt broadcast over a Hanol station, the Central
Committee of the Neo Lao Hak Xat 2arty (NIHX), the :
political head of the pro-Communist Pathet Lao,declared
that its followers in Laos had avowed their full support
of the coup staged in Vientiane by Kong Le.

The Party proposed that the forces of Kong Le's
"revolutionary committee' and the Pathet Lao combine
action to oppose all US "imperialist schnemes." Further,
the party suggested the formation of a coalition govern-
ment comnosed of representatives of various natlonalities
and of '"patriotic and progressive political parties.'

NYT, 13 Aug 60, 4.

In a Laotian National Assembly meeting, the majority of
the members passed a vote of '"no-contildence' in the
Somsanith Government. (On the next day members of the
National Assembly flew from Vientlane to Luang Prabang
to report the vote to King Savang Vathana.)

NYT, 15 Aug 60, 1.

In an appralsal of the Laotian situation for the JCS,
CINCPAC made the following points:

1. By presenting himself as preferable to an
outright Communist takeover or bloody civil war, the
avowed neutralist Prince Souvanna Phouma stood a good
chance of capturing the Kong Le movement and using it
as a2 means to seize power.

2. In view of Souvanna's record of favoring close
relations with the Communist powers, his collaboration
with the NLHX, and his opposition to the US training
effort, he did not present a happy solution from the US
point of view.




15 Aug

15 Aug

17 Aug

17 Aug

3. If Souvanna or someone 'even worse' came to
power, the US would "be confronted with a situation

‘requiring reassessment of our current military policies."

(S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, l40045Z, 14 Aug 60, JCS

Secretariat.

Ambassador Brown, in a message to the Secretary of State,
attributed the fall of the Somsanith Government to the
following causes: 1) the constant fighting of Lao
against Lao; 2) ‘'"irregularity of pay"; 3) alleged
corription in the handling of US aid; 4) - improperly
conducted elections; and 5) unnecessary provocation of
the Pathet Lao through too close an alliance between the
Somsanith regime and the West, lack of contact with
Hanoi and Peiping, and exclusion of the NLHX repre-
sentatives from the Assembly. ‘

With regard to Phoumi Nosavan, the Ambassador felt
that "despite genuine efforts by Phoumi to clean up
corruption and improve army administration, and his
definite program of civillan type assistance by the FAL
to [the] population, Phoumi has become to many the
symbol of purely military power, thought to be often
abused, and thus far unsuccessful in achieving the Lao's

main desire, namely, peace at home and with his neighbors'

An effort by Phoumi to take control by force would
certainly be opposed by Great Britain, France, and the
U.N.; Cambodla would be antagonized, and the Chinese
and North Vietnamese Communists might intervene.

Therefore, concluded the Ambassador, '"despite
Phoumi's undoubted abilities and strong pro-Western
attitude, 1t should be made unmistakably clear to him
that [the] U.S. opposes any effort on his part at
military effort [to] regain control of or split [the]
country." ,

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 288, 15 Aug 60.

Premier Somsanith submitted his resignation,and the King
asked Souvanna Phouma to form a new Government
(S) Msg, Vientliane to SecState, 290, 15 Aug 60.

Souvanna'é Cabinet was approved by the National Assembly.
He himself took the portfolios of Forelgn Affalrs and
Defense in addition to the Premiership.

Souvanna told the Assembly that his aim was to
restore internal peace in Laos and to pursue a ''really
neutral" foreign policy . while respecting all treaties

T=20o0 had signed with foreign countries. He stated that
his conntry would accowl all fiocim all eruntries if 1t

were given "without strings." Laos, he added, would
foster all existing good relations and would seek new
friendships with other countries if they were not
"enemies of Laos."

NYT, 17 Aug 60, 14; 18 Aug 60, 1.

In a message to Ambassador Brown, Under Secretary of
State Douglas Dillon expressed dissatisfaction with the
Souvanna Government, pointing out that it contained a
known leftlst, was weak and inexperienced, and was at
the mercy of Kong Le. Apart from the international
complications, the principal reason for withholding
support of an attack against Vientiane had been the




18 Aug

18 Aug

18 Aug

overwhelming desire of the Lao to avoid bloodshed, and
doubts as to wnether army commanders outside Vientlane
would follow Phoumi in an attack on the city (see item
10 August). If Phoumi attacked and failed, he might be
eliminated as a fcrce in Laos and the Army might be
seriously divide-.

In Dillon's opinion, all-out support of Phoumi was
unacceptable to the US. Aside from Viet-Nam and Thailand,
US allies would probably not support such a policy.  And
return of Phoumi to power with US support in a bloody
coup would probably lead to the build-up of opposition
forces and his eventval overthrow. At the same time
U3 prestige would probably suffer seriously.

Mr. Dillon felt, therefcre, that Pnoumi and the FAL
should be helc. together as a counterpoise to t
situation in Vientizne._ For this purpose#ad
been authorized to give Pnoumi limited finallclal support
to meet FAL's urgent need for supply. For the present,
the US would continue to work with thé Souvanna Govern-
ment, preserving US assets in the country against the
day when action might have to be taken to prevent

unacceptable devslopments.
(TS) log, SecState to Vimntilane, 188, 17 Aug 60.

Leaflets c¢ropped on Vientiane cdeclared the formation of
the "Commititee Against the Revolutionary Group,"
composed of military officers and with General Phoumi
Nosavan as its chairman. Accusing Kong Le ¢cf forecing
the resignation of the Somsanith Government and inviting
domination of Laos by the Chinese Communists, the
Committee claimed its purpose was to restore order in
Vientiane so that the government could function norrmally.
(U) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, G-33, 22 Aug 60.

Ambassador Brown recommended to the Secretary of State
that, in view of the danger of a clash btetween the
Souvanna Covernment and the Phoumi-led FAL, the King be
persuaded to bring pressure on both factions to . ..
compromise. Dillon, as Acting Secretary, approved and
proposed that the Chief of the UN Mission in Vientiane
attempt to persuade the King. (See item 19 August.)

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 315, 17 Aug 60;
(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 203, 17 Aug 60.

The French Government's position on Laos, given by an
embassy officer to the Department of State, contained
the following points: 1) Souvanna was trying to give
"reasonable direction” to Kong Le's Revolutionary '
Committee, his investiture as Premier had been carried
out in a manner assuring "maintenance of legality and
the Constitution," and he therefore should be "discreetly
encouraged" so long as his policies did not endanger
Lao or Western interests; 2) Phoumi's movement in the
south posed a grave danger of hardening the Laotian
Government's position to the detriment of the West and
of inviting intervention by the Thals and South
Vietnamese; 3) the French commander at Seno had been
instructed to supﬁort only representatives of the legal
government; and, 4) support of Phoumi would endanger
Souvanna's achievement of what the French sought for
Laos--a neutral government oriented toward the West.

(C) Msg, SecState to Paris, 725, 19 Aug 60.




19 Aug - After agreeing on 17 August to a request by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International Security
- Affairs (ISA) for their ascistance in drafting a
memorandum to be sent from the Secretary of Defense to
the Secretary of State urging support of General Phoumi,
the JCS forwardr .. a memorandum to the Secretary of
Defense along the desired lines. "3ince,'" stated the
JCS, "the situation may take a turn for the worse within
the next few days, we recommend that General Phoumil be
‘informed immediately that the U.S. will render him
necessary support in his efforts to regain control of
the Laos Govertaent." The JCS 21so recommended that
the necessary assistance, particularly aircraft,; be
provided to Gzneral Phoumi as soon as practicable.
(See item 23 August.)
(TS) JCSM-273-60, 19 puz; (S) Note, Secy JCS to
Control »iv, "3ituation in Laocs,'" 17 Aug 60. Both in
JMF 9155.2/9105 (12 Aug 60).

19 Aug The Chiel of the UN Mission in Vientiane, having agresed
to seek the King's views on the current Laotian crisis,
went to Luang Prabang (csee item 18 August). Denied
access to the King, he was received by the Sccreotary
General of the Royal Paluce who stated that His Majesty
was not aware of nzgotiations “etwean Phoumi and
Souvanna and nad to be "kept wutside the conflict."
Questionecd about the King’'c refusal to sign the Royal
Ordinance eppointing membeirs of the new Covernment, the
Secretary General claimed that the Assembly hzd acted
uncer military pressure and implied that no prcper
decision could be reached until the military dispute
was settled. (An envoy dispatched by the new Government
to report the confirmation of the Souvanna cablnet to
the King was arrested upon his arrival in Luang Prabang.)

(U) Msg, Vientiane to SecStatsz, G-31, 22 Aug 60;
NYT, 20 Aug 50, 8.

1S Aug The JCS provided CINCPAC with a copy of recently approved,
consolidated and revised Terms of Reference for the
PEO, Laos. (Up to this time the PEO had been operating
under terms of reference set forth in a series of letters
and messages during 1955; the new terms resulted from
action initiated by CINCPAC in November 1959.)

(S) SM-797-60, derived from JCS 1992/826, 27 Jul

60, JMF 9155.2/5191 (23 May 60).

20 Aug General Ouane Rathikone, who had resigned when the
Souvanna Government was formed, accepted reappointment
as Commander in Chief of the FAL, with Kong Le as his
deputy commander.

NYT, 21 Aug 60, 19.

20 Aug The British Foreign Office view of Laotian affairs was
expressed to an American Embassy officer by the Head of
the Southeast Asia Department as follows: 1) Kong Le
was typical of Aslan Nationalist leaders, and "after he
has climbed down somewhat,'" an effort should be made to
live with him; 2) Souvanna was more of a free agent
than the US recognized and should be strengthened; and
3) reassertion of a position of power by Phoumi would
endanger the long-term stability of the country and
would invite another coup. ’

(S) Msg, London to SecState, 887, 20 Aug 60.




21 Aug

22 Aug

23 Aug

23 Aug

23 Aug

CINCPAC commented to the JCS that & compromise between
Souvanna and Phoumi seemed predicated on passive
acceptance of adjustment to the left in Laos. US
interests would best be served by refusal to recognize
the Souvanna Government on the ground that it was not
legally investe:. the US should encourage negotiations
but assist Phoumi with "money and discreet trans-
portation through Thailand so that he could increase .
pressure on Vientlane and be ready to move quickly if
disorder broke out there.'" The US should also encourage
the King and other anti-Communlist elements to hold out
and make clear to the "Srench-BEritish-Zellweger® types
that pressure to securz royal approval of the Souvanna
Government would not worl.

The JCS concurred in CINCPAC's view that Phoumi
should be supvorted. (See item 23 August 60.)

(S) Msg. CINCPAC to JCS, 202317Z, 21 Aug 60; (TsS)
Msg, JCS to CINCPAC 981873, 2l Aug 60 (JCS Secretariat).

A US gmbassy officer in Thailancd reported to the
Department of State that initially Thailand had reacted
to the Kong .2 coup with indeciclon. However, after
meeting with Phoumi, Prime Minister Sarit of Thailand
conferred with his gene"*‘s on 15 August and dacided

to assicc Piicuml in efforts wn oust rebel forces from
Vientiane. Up to,thls_tlre such assistance had been
covert.

In the opinion of the Ambassador, the resolution
of the lLaotian crisis wculd be deeply significant for
future US-Thai relations, becauss the Thai would blame
the US for failure to act decisively in support of the
pro-Western Somsanith Govermment i1 i1t were successfully-
replaced by & neutralist regime including Communicsts
or pro-Communists. :

(S) Msg, Bangkol to S=2cState, Unnumbered, 22 Aug 60.

Souvanna Phouma, after repeated futile efforts to
negotiate with Ceneral Phoumi and his group, flew in a
US plane to confer witn the General at Savannakhet.
He was accompanied by General Ouane, a representative
of Kong Le, a2 member of the UN staff, and a US military
attache. Upon nis return to Vientiane, Souvanna
reported agreement had been reached. There would be
no- fighting, no more radio propaganda or leaflets, and,
in a few days, "all would go (to] Luang Prabang before
[the] King and politi cal problems would be solved by
constitutional means.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 374, 23 Aug 60;
NYT, 21 Aug ©0, 1; 22 Aug 60, 4: 24 Aug 60 5.

The Ambassador in Laos reported that arming of villagers
around Vientiane, including those in areas friendly to
the Pathet Lao, had been going on for some time, and

"had reached the point where this militia was a sub-

stantial mllitary factor. Reportedly, Pathet Lao
regulars and sympatnizers had also been integrated into
the defense of Vientiane.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 371, 23 Aug 60.

At a State-Defense meeting on Laotian policy, the
Secretary of Defense and the Joint Chiefs cof Staff took
the position that the US should give to Phoumi, as

“our only hope in Laos,” an expression "of our strong
support to the point of fulfilling any reasonable




26 Aug

28 Aug

29 Aug -

30 Aug

military request by him." Failure to do so would allow
Phoumi to “slip and Laos will end up with a neutral,
if not pro-Communist goverrment'" (see item 21 August).

The Under S=cretary of State for Political Affairs,
who, with the 7 sistant Secretary for Far Eastern .
Affairs, represented the Department of State, agreed
that "Phouni despite his lack [of] popularity was our
best bet as [a] staunch anti-Communist.'" He should,
therefore, be given explicit "assurances of our
complete support of him and willingness to honor quickly
any reasonable request from him."

(TS) Msg, SecStatz to Vientiane, 226, 23 Aug 60.

The Lord Privy Seal stated the British position on Laos
to an officer of the US Erbassy as follows: 1) a
firm government should te estzblished quicily because
the Pathet Lao was becoming increasingly active; 2)
Phoumi ‘and Souvanna snoxld be encouraged to work to-
gether to provide such a government, wvhich could then
deal with Kong Le from a position of strength; and
3)  the US, while holding the FAL together, should
avoid encouraging Pnoumi to use force against the
Souvanna Covernment.

(S) Msg, London to SecSzte, 1002, 25 Aug 60.

In response to a directive fvom Azsistant Secretary of
Defensa (1SA), the Cnief, PED lLaos, cubmitted a plan
for military action to revitalize the Laotian Army so
that 1t could bring the Pathet Lao under control, and
thereby create a favorable climate for civil adminis-
tration and cold war overations. DUssential to the
success of the plan was adequate and timely fiscal and
logistical support. The plan, which would take about
26 months to carry out, called first for reorganizing
and adeguately eaquipping the Laotian Army, tien con-
ducting field operations to defeat the Pathet Lao.

(S) Msg, CH, PEO LAOS to CINCPAC, -28R502Z, 28 Aug
60; (S) Msg, 0SD to CINCPAC, DEF981980, 25 Aug 60
JCS Secretariat.

The National Assembly of Laos convened in Luang Prabang.
Thirty-rour assembly members came with Prince Souvanna
from Vientiane and twenty-two arrived with General
Phoumi Nosavan from Savannakhetc. The first action of
the Assembly was to accept the resignation ol the Tiao
Somsan: th CGovernment. After King Savang Vathana had
officially approved its resignation, he asked Prince
Souvanna to form a new Government.

NVT, 30 Aug 60, 6.

The US Ambassador to Thailand, Alexis Johnson, discussed
the Laotian crisis with Thai Premier Sarit who was
"bpitter" over the failure of ‘the US to give stronger
support to General Phoumi. As a result of the course
of events culminating in the return of Souvanna to
power, Sarit was of the opinion that the Pathet Lao

. were in control of Vientiane, thus placing Communists

on the borders of Thailand. This was a matter of
profound concern for the Thai Government.
(s) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 396, 30 Aug 60.




31 Aug

The MNational Assembly met at Luang Prabang and approved
unanimously the new compromise Govermment of Souvanna
Phouma. The new cabinet included five members of the
Somsanith Government, including Ceneral Phoumi as
Deputy Premier and Minister of Interior. The King
accepted the n=: Govermment and 1ts leaders departed,
Phoumi to Savannakhet to liguidate his revolutionary
comnittee, and Souvannz to Vientiane to explain the
composition of the new Government to Kong Le. The
paratroop captain, who at first stated his opposition
to the inclusion of General Faoumi in the cabinet,

‘announced his acceptanze of it the fcllowing day.

(8) Msg, Vientianz to SecState, 446, 31 Aug 60;
NYT, 31 Aug 60, 4. .
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1 Sep

2 Sep

2 Sep

The US Ambassador in Paris provided the Secretary of
State vith the comments of the Chief, Indo-China
Affairs, of the French Foreign Office on the situation
in Laos. The French official indicated that his
government was not heappy with Phoumi's presence in

the Laotlan Government and was especlally unhappy
about his appointment as Vice Prime Minister.
Souvanna would find his hands tied by Phoumi and be
unable, therefore, to solve the major problems con-
fronting the government. Moreover, Phoumi's

elevation to the Cabinet risked the renewal of the
same type of Communist hadrassment experienced by
previous anti-Communist governments. The Frencn
official also stated that Kong Le's continued attempts

" to dictate to a legitimate Government of Laos could

not be tolerated, but he was mildly optimistic that
Souvanna co..d handle Kong Le.
(C) Msg, Paris to SecState, 891, 1 Sep ©0.

The Department of State expressed concern to
Ambassador Brown over the failure of Phoumi to return
to Vientlar2 and take up his duties in the Government-
occaslioned apparently by fear fcr his personal safety.
The Ampb~csador was reguested, therefore, to inform
the Departrient concerning 1) Souvanna's attitude
toward Phoumi's return, and 2) the power and
%nf%uencn wielded by Kong Le. (See item 3 September
ORy

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 270, 2 Sep 60.

In 2 message to Ambassador Brown the Under Secretary
of State for Political Affairs aporaised the Laotian
situation at the time of the investiture in office
of the Souvanna Government as follows:

1. ¥“hile Kong Le had apparently accerted the
new Government, nhis position was not yet clzar, and
untlil this questlon was resolved the scope for
constructive action secemed limited at best.

2. While the US could not forget Souvanna's
"tendencies toward self-delusion and shiftiness,"
he seemed again as in 1956 to "have wide support" as
the leader whom the Laotians generally considered to
be the best qualified to achieve their "deeply
desired but elusive goal’ of "quietude" after a
period of prolonged conflict.

3. The new Cabinet represented an '"exceptionally
broad spzctrum of ‘Lao political 1life," encecmpassing
"all shades except Pathet Lao," and two minor tribal
groups. The only known leftist in the Cabinet was
Quinim Pholsena, and it was significant that he had
been shifted to a "relatively minor portfolio" from
Interior (the post that he held in the Souvanna
Government proposed on 15 August but never approved
by the King). On balance the Cabinet was anti-
Communist and pro-¥West. However, it remained to be
seen whether it could function effectively or endure
long with such disparate elements.

4. Souvanna had taken office under conditions
which seemed favorable for his announced policy or
restoring peace in the country and ending fratricidal




warfare. While it was not at all certain how
representative was Kong Le's rebellion, it remained
significant that it was generated from vithin zn elite
‘unit of the FAL, consistently assessed by the US aS
strongly anti-Pathet Lzo.

5. The Kong Le coup nad also pointed up perscnal
‘“rictions among senior Lao military leaders and
serious dissatisfaction among junior officers. The
US had to acsume, therefore, that the FAL had been
weakened for tiie time being and the Pathet Lao
strengthened, morally and materially, by receipt of
arms and by its infiltration of the Vientlane area.

6. The great question was the extent to which
the Souvanna Government would attempt to placate the
Communists. Souvainna had celled for general amnesty
and reconciliation, had sought a meeting with the
Pathet Lao leader Prince Souphanouvong, and reportedly
had mentioned integrating a Pathet Lao battalion into
the FAL and 50 Pathet Lao civil servants into the
Administration. The US feared that the Pathet Lao
would seek to enmesh Souvanna in protracted dis-
cussions and eventually extract major concessiocns.
While anti-Communrist miniczters, notably Phoumi,
should help arrest such a trend, 1t should be
remembered that in the past Souvanna had kept dis-
cussions to himself and had often acted on his own
without Cabinet approval.

"f. With regard to Souvanna's announced policy
of "genuine" neutrality, the US must be prepared
to see its allies, except for Thailand and Vietnam,
elther acqulesce in or welcome such a policy.

In spite of these nopaful signs, the Ambassador
vas directed to caution Souvanna that the US, while
sympathetic to the efforts of the Premier to restore
peace to nis country, could not support him if he
came under '"substantial control" of the Communist-
dominated Pathet Lao.  (See item 5 September 60).

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 269, 2 Sep 60.

3 Sep In response to the 2 September inquiry (see item) by
the Department of State, the US Ambassador to Laos
responded as follows: T

1. Souvanna had assured the Ambassador that
he was most anxious for Phoumi to come to Vientilane
and take up his duties. :

2. Kong Le's influence, though "difficult [to]
define precisely,“ was "undoubtedly still con-
siderable. His military influence would be signi-
ficant so long as he remained in control of the 24
Paratroop Battalion and as long as it was located
in a position to influence events in the Vientiane
area. Kong Le's political influence remained strong
because of the popularity of the stated objectives
of his coup (see item 10 August 60). Souvanna,
however, had "considerable influence" over the
paratroop captain, and General Ouane was attempting

gradually [to] isolate Kong Le from his key
officers. He believed, therefore, that although

- 10 -




5 Sep

Kong Le [was] still a key figure, his capacity to "cause
trouble" was gradually decrzasing.
(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 459, 3 Sep 60.

The Ambassador to Laos reported to the Secretary of

State that the ".ssentilzl next step” in Lzos was toarangs
Phoumi's participation in the Laotian Government <o

help make it work and to provide pro-Western influence

~and '"back-stiffening." Phoumi had stated, to a PZ0

officer, that his reasons for not returning to Vientlane
were 1) it was not safe, and 2) hnis return would
constitute acceptance of a regime which was turning the
country over to the Communists. The Ambassador there-
fore recommended that, in addition toc seeking the
clarifications and glvﬁng the warnings directed by the
Department (see item 2 Scotember 50), he 1) send
Phoumi a messaze stating catecorlcally that the US
would not support him if he acted alone, and 2) try
to persuade Preomier Sarit of Thailand to urge Phoumi
to enter the Government ana fight for his objectives
from within. (See item 5 September 60.)

(s) Msg, '-Jientiane to SecState, U462, U Sep 690.

The Pathet Lao oroadcast its reply to Prince Souvanna's
offer of negcwiations. They listed the following four
conditions that would have to ve met before discussions
could vez'r.: 1) 1immediate dismicssal of all right-wing
ministers trrom the new Governmert; 2) an immediate end
to fighting in Laos; 2) release of all political
prisoners in the country. and 4) a policy of strict
neutrality, diplomatic recognition of all countries
regardless of their form of government, and acceptance
of "unconditional a2id"” from any country.

NYT, 6 Sep 60, 10.

In response to instructions Trom the Department of State

[see item 2 September 60), the US Ambassador to Laos
put the following questions to Premier Souvanna:

1. Could Phoumi be genuinely afraid for his
safety? Souvanna replied, "Why should he be? He will
sleep with me, eat with me, stay in my house."

2. What did he expect from the Pathet Lao?
Souvanna replied that they should lay down their arms
in order to be reintegrated into Laotian national 1life.

3. Did he expect the PL to ask for new elections?
Souvanna answered that they probably would, in which
case the Government was in an awkward position because,
as a result of partly rigged elections, there was not a
single Pathet Lao deputy. He did not, however, intend
to have any Pathet Lao in the Government.

4. Did he expect the Pathet Lao to ask for
diplomatic relations with Hanol and Peking? Souvanna
repllied that, in view of the representation from
Nationalist China, he did not see how he could avoild it.
A possible alternative would be to 1nv1te Moscow but
not Peking or Hanoi.

5. What was hils azttitude toward the Army? Souvanna
replied it was essential to preserve it.
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5 Sep

5 Sep

6 Sep

6 Sep

6. What did he thinlk of the PEOQO? Souvanna said,
"I think we should not renew the contract.
(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 465, 5 Sep ©0.

In response to the recommendation of Ambassador Brown
(see item L4 Sep': .mber 60), the US Ambassador to Thailand
urged upon the senior Thail officer responsible for
contacts between Sarit and Phoumi the desirability of
Phoumi's taking up his position in the Government,

" stating that the US was prepared to furnish such support
as feasible to help the Laotian Government control Kong
Le. The Thai officer reoliecd that Phoumi feared for
his personal safety and would not go to Vientiane unless
Souvanna lived up to an alleged agreement to appoint
General Bounleuth as FAL Commander in Chilef.

(S) Msg, Rangkok to 3ecStete, 427, 5 Sep 60.

In view of Proumi's position eas reported by the US
Ambassador to Laos (see item L September 60), the Under
Secretary of State for Folitical Affairs directed the

Ambassador to present to Souvanna the following US
"views:" :

1. Th= US desires to support the Souvanna Govern-
ment with Phoumi as a member. -ut it does not see how
any meaningful suppcrt couvld Lé rendered in a situation
where the Laotlan Govermnment was vnable to esteblish
control ol 1ts administrative cupltal, and a key figure
in the cabinet was unable safely to enter the city.

2. Government control of Vientiane could be
achieved by appointing a commander of military forces
in the city, persorally loyal to the Government, and
the movement of a battalion of new troops to Vientizne.

The Ambassador was inctructed to inform Fhoumi of
this presentation but to warn nim that the US would not
support a separatist movement. (See item 6 September 60, )

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 275, 5 Sep 60.

Pursuant to instructions of the Department of State

(see item 5 September 60), Ambassador Brown sent Phoumi
the following telegram: ‘ '

Have today urged scrongly on Souvanna
importance insuring your safety Vientlane.
He assures me you entirely safe. USG
believes your participation in government
most important. US cannot support you
in any separatist movement or effort
resolve situation by force.

(C) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 476, 6 Sep 60.

The US Ambassador to Laos called on Souvanna and made
the following points (see item 5 September 60):

1. Bounleuth should be given a high command post;

to which Souvanna renlied that he would be made deputy
chief of staff. 4

2. The 24 Paratroop Battalion‘should be wilthdrawn
from the city; to wiilch Souvanna replied that the
Battalion was in the process of withdrawing.
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7 Sep

T Sep

3. Troops satisfactory to the government should be
brought into the city; to which Souvanna replied that
there were already five or six battalions present.

In response .to-a qguestion from the Ambassador as to
wnat had been ¢z.1e to reassure Phoumi of his personal
safety, Souvanna replied,"I have sent him [a] telegram
asking he have confidence in me and return.' .

(S) Msg, Vientiahe to SecState, 474, & Sep 60.

The US Ambassador in Pearis rceported to the Secretary
of State that although the French Foreign Office
believed that Souvanna's cvertures to the Pathet Lao
had been unwise, 1t felt that Fhoumi constituted a
"greater danger" to FAL stability than Souvanna's
dealings with the pro-Communist group. The French did
‘not expect thzt these contacts would result in a change
of the country's hasic pro-Westarn orientation.

In outlining the diiference between the French view
of Phoumi and that of the US, the Foreign Office said
its Government believed that Pnoumi no longer represented
a "useful poiitical force." He had sought to establish
personal control over the FAL and to use it for his cwn
political ends. Phouni nims«~){, continued the Foreilgn
Office, had revealed that he ..ad prepared a coup in
Decemker 1253,

The French believed that Laos should have a strong
government, but not a "strong man" and should devote
itself to achleving stability through administrative
and social reforms. Phoumi could play a "useful” role
in Souvanna's Government as a countervoise to Kong Le
and to leftist pressures, but any political role beyond
this "constituted danger for peace of area.'

A further aspect of the Laotian problem that the
French disliked was the Tnai support of Phoumi. This
could lead to SEATO involvement as the result of
Thailand pursuing a "strictly national-interest policy"
in Laos. In a treaty area, concluded the Foreign Office,
no one country had the right to pursue a "unilateral"
policy which might put other members in a difficult
position. '

(C) Msg, Paris to SecState, 966, 7 Sep 60.

Fearing that, unless Phouni rejoined the Government
soon, Souvanna would eject him from the Cabinet, the
Secretary of State directed the Ambassador to Laos to
inform the Premier that 1) Phoumi should be retained
in the Cabinet, 2) that the U3 .could support neither
a Phoumi-led millitary attack on the legal government
nor a government which appeared to be about to yield
to impossible conditions imposed by a Communist-led
Pathet Lao, 3) therefore, the steps recommended by
the Department (see item 5 September 60) to assure
Phoumi's safety in Vientiane should be taken (see item
8 September 60¥.

In addition, the Ambassador in Bangkok was to attempt
to persuade Premier Sarit to urge Phoumi to return to
Vientiane. (See item 9 September 60.%

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 285, 7 Sep 60.
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8 Sep

"9 Sep

10 Sep

In accordance with his instructions (see item 7 September
Ambassador Brown discussed Phoumi's participation in
the Laotian Government with Souvanna. The Premier then
agreed to further concessions designed ©tO _encourage
General Phoumi to return to Vientiane: 1 General
Bounleuth to b “eputy chief of staff; 2 General
Amkha to be deputy commander in chief instead of Xong
Le; and 3) Phoumi to be allowed to bring with him a
\paratroop battalion of his own choice. .

(S} Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 487, 10 Sep 60; and
4g2, 8 Sep 60. A

In Saigon two high Vientnamese Government officials
expressed to & US emvbassy officer their opinion that
the US had handled the crisis in Laos "abominably."
The US, said th2 Vietnamese, had permitted a situation
to developn waich would lead to a Communist takeover of
the country. They felt that the US should have '"backed
up" Phoumi. The two officials also asked if the U3
would let the Communists take over South Vietnam if a
similar situation developed there. :
(s) Msg. Saigon to SecState, 558, 8 Sep 60.

Premier Sarit, accepting the proposal made to him by the
US Ambassador in Bangkok (see item 7 September 60),
sent a messaze to Phoumi urzing him to return to
ientiare.
(s) Msgs, Bangliok to SecStote, 451, 9 Sep 60, and
462, 10 Sep 60.

In an interview at Savannakhet, an embassy officer and
the US Military Attache to Laos urzed Phoumi to return
to Vientiane to take up his position in the government.
The two US representatives stated thelr case in
consonance with the US position as described in cables
to the Zmbassy in Laos (cee items 5 and 7 September 60).
Shortly before the end of the interview Fhoumi stated
that an announcement would be made in a few minutes of

revolution against the Souvanna Government in the
name of Boun Oum.

In the. announcement, broadcast from Savannakhet,
Boun Oum declared his Revolutionary Party had seized
power and abolished the Ccnstitution to protect the
country from the Souvanna Government which had opened
the country to Communist aggression from jorth Vietnam

(38) Msgs, Vientiane to SecState, 501, 502, and (U)
503, all 10 3ep 60.

The Secretary of State directed Ambassador Brown to
seek an aucdience with King Savang and make the following
points: ;

1. The US believed that Laos was, for the first
time since independence, facing a real threat of
dismemberment, a situation which would aid the PL’
.. achieving itsobjective of taking over the country.

2. Under these circumstances the US saw no peace-
ful solution unless the King exerted his authority.
The US wished to know how the King viewed the situation
and what were his views and wishes. (See item 13
September 60.)

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 294, 10 Sep 60.
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13 Sep In response to instructions of the Secretary of State
the Ambassador in Laos called on King Savang in Luang
Prabang and urged that the Xing act to resolve tne
crisis confronting Laos (see item 10 September 60) . _
The Xing refused to take. action, stating that Souvanna
had the power t- restorz order; let him do so or resign.
According to the King, no reconciliation between S
Souvanna and Phoumi was possible.  The former pelieved
negotiations with the Pathet Lao were necessary; the
latter believed they would be fatal. In the Ambassador's
opinion, the King clearly favored Phoumi and would "do
his best by inaction [to] force Souvanna's resignation."

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 522, 13 Sep 60.

15 Sep The Ambassador to Laos informed the Secretary of State
that, in view of the critical state of Laotlan affairs,
the US should announce support of Souvanna 'whole-
heartedly and openly,’ thereby supporting both the
"greater segmznt of naticnal feeling" and the "legally
constituted govermment." Such a policy would also
command the respect of major allies and powerful
neutrals such as India. It would also be the '"surest

way [of] keeping Kong Le and his cohorts under
control . . . .'

The Ambassador believed taat, before giving full
support to Souvanna, the US sunould be assured by the
Premier that there would be 1) no negotiations with
the Pathet Lao until the Laotian Army was reunited,

2) no Pathet Lao in the Cabinet, 3) no recognition
of Communist China, North Vietnam or the Soviet Union,
and U4) no elections. 1In addition, Souvanna should
agree to direct General Ouane to establish direct
relations with regional military commanders in order
to facillitate PZ0 suppor% of the regions, and the PEO

teams should be allowed to stay until their job was
finisned.

There were, according to the Ambassador, two
alternatives, both unacceptable. The first was all-out
support of Phoumi/Boun Oum, rejected because Phoumi
was in revolt against the legal government and had
lost stature as the leader of anti-Communist forces
because of the revolt of his elite troops and advocacy
of a policy of force rather than reconciliation. The
second alternative, "inaction leading probably to [the]
resignation of Souvanna,’ was "uncertain and risky"
because the Pathet Lao would take advantage of a
gradually deteriorating situation.

The Ambassador recommended, therefore, that he be
authorilized to tell Souvanna that, if the Premier gave
the necessary assurances, the US would support him
completely, and that all aid to Laos would be channeled
through nis government. The Ambassador recommended
also that if his recommendation were approved, he be
allowed to see Phoumi personally to inform him of the
gec%sion to support Souvanna. (See item 16 September

0. ‘

(8) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 536, 15 Sep 60.

15 Sep In a2 message to the JCS, CINCPAC said that he had
refrained from offering recommendations on the situation
in Laos because he had regarded the problem as falling
primarily into the political area. However, there had
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16 Sep

'PEO

been no satisfactory political solution. The FAL was
beginning to disintegrate into factions,and 1ts
capacity to contain the PL was rapidly diminishing
This, said CINCPAC, obviously jeopardized all previous
US efforts in Laos and left that country in a
militarily unterable position. Therefore, CINCPAC
recommended that certain measures be undertaken in
order primarily to salvage the FAL and secondarily to
assist the Laotians to preserve their country's
independence. CINCPAC then listed five recommended
measures which the JCS p nssed on to the Secretary of
Defense on the next day.{Zee item 16 September 60.)

(S) Msg, CINCPAC to .CS, 1423582z, 15 Sep 60, JCS
Secrevariat.

In a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense the JCS
expressed their belief hat in view of the existing
serious situation in Lacs "an immediate and aggressive
support of Gexnzral Phoumi, which he has not yet
received, would be desirable." However, the JCS
pointed out, General Phoumi no longer held office in
the “legal Royal Laotian Govermment," and refused to
join the Government. Accordinzly, the JCS, in agree-~
ment with the views of CINCPAC (sese item 15 September
60), proposed that the Seserztary of Defense recommend
to the.Seeretary of State a8 4 matter of urgency that
the followlng measures be wndartaxken:

"

units via Phoumi using
in lleu of

a. Commence supplyil

Ouane Souvanna channel . . . .

"p, Advise Phoumi to prepare for submittal to King
broadest possible successor government to Souvanna
Phouma with distinguished, antl-Communist civilian
(Boun Oum or Kou Abhay) as Prime Minister. I need be,
Souvanna Phouma could be included in harmless post o»
given major diplomatic assignment to prevent ex-
ploitetions by PL.

"¢. Encourage Phoumi with King's blessing promptly
to 1liquidate Kcng Le coup group even at cost of some
bloodshed.

"d Persuade Sarit to arrange discreet transit of
FAL Trocps through Thailand frcm Savannakhet to
Vientiane. .

"e. Prepare promptly establish new government as
'Neutral' not through rapprocnenert with 3loc but
through reiteration of traditional Laotian neutrality."

(TS) JCSM-415-60, derived from JCS 1992/847, 16
Sept 60, JMF 9155. 2/9105 (12 Aaug 60).

In response to the recommendations of Ambassador Brown
(see item 15 September 60) the Acting Secretary of
State replied as follows:

1. He agreed with the Ambassador that the US could
not give '"full support to Boun Oum/Phoumi camp . .
leading to their assumption of power," because it would
probably drive Kong Le and his forces into alliance
with the Pathet Lao, would alieniate major allies and
the Lao people, and would probably fall because Phoumi,
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lacking internal popular support and international
sympathy, might eventually be replaced by a neutralist
government willing to make grezater concessions to the
Communists than those contemplated by Souvanna.

2. The Acting Secretary agreed with the Ambassador
that inaction would be risky as it might prolong the
existing stalemate.

3. Full support of Souvanna, as recommended by
the Ambassador, was not acceptable to the Acting
Secretary. Such action would vindicate Kong Le, would
be opposed by the King, would have an adverse impact
on Thailand and Vietnam, and would result in the US
being "stuck with Souvanna' who just doess not have the
"qualifications . . . required to hold Laos against
PL military and subversive tactics."

As an alternative, the Acting Secretary vroposed
that the US '"seek [to] bring to life [a] new govern-
ment which would be acceptable to [the] majority [of]
patriotic elements.'" The Ambassador was accordingly
instructed to seek an audience with the King, if by
1@ Septezmher Souvanna's resignation was not imminent.
In the audlence, the Ambassacor was to propose that
the King call to Luang Prab:z:g the leading figures
of the comtry including Souvannz and Phoumi. They
should try to meke the Souvanni government as
constituted on 30 August function, or, failing that,
to devise a new government under a widely respected
figure and including both Souvanna and Phoumi (see item
21 September 60).

Ambassador Johnson reported to the Secretary of
State from Bangkok that he was"appalled at [the]
additional adverse effects' such a policy as Browm's
would have on Thalland.

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 316, 16 Sep 60;
(S) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 491, 16 Sep 60.

Ambassador Whitney forwarded to the Secretary of State
the UK Foreign Office's comments on a possible solution
of the Laotian crisis. The UK considered the Laotian
problem to be an "internal" matter and was cpposed to
the idea of an appeal to the UN. Further, on the
grounGs that the risk of Ccmmunist intervention was

too great, the UK opposed the idea of open intervention
elther unilaterly by a Western power or by SEATO.
Although the UK believed Souvanna's chances of remaining
Frime Minister were "waning," it considered it
necessary for the West to "continue to push Souvanna."

(On 22 September the Ambassador concluded his
report on the Forelgn Office's reaction to the Laotian
crisis. The UK claimed that the Souvanna Govermment
had offered the possibility of some form of settlement
with the Pathet Lao that would have brought neutrality,
peace, and stabllity to the nation. The UK doubted
that it would be possible for Fhoumi and Souvanna to
work together in whatever new government might emerge
in Laos. Moreover, if the Phoumi faction regained 1ts
pre—August 9 influence, the UK believed that the same
'pressures’” that had caused the coup would build up
again.

(S) Msg, London to SecState, 1387, 16 Sep 60; (C)
Msg, London to SecState, 1488, 22 Sep 60.
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17 Sep

18 Sep

19 Sep

In response to reports that Pathet Laoc forces were
attacking Phoumi's garrison in the northeast Laotlan
town of Sam Neua, the Acting Secretary of State directed
that the military supplies (see item 22 August 60)
available in Thailand for Laos be airlifted directly -

to the beleaguered garrison at once.

The Ambassador to Laos was to inform Phoumi,
Souvanna, and the British and French Ambassadors that
this action was purely military to meet a security
threat and was not intended to have political impli-
cations.

[on 18 September 1960 Ambassador Brown reported
the delivery of a planeload of ammunition and 125
paratroopers of Phoumi's lst Battallon to Sam Neua.]

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 315, 16 Sep 60;
(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 554, 18 Sep 60.

Prince Souvanna declared that the FAL was attacking
Sam Neua because the military commanders of that city
were loyal to General Phoumi and Prince Boun Oum. On
20 September, acting under orders from General Phoumi,
the Commandant of Sam Neua refused aid from the Royal
Government.

NYT, 18 Sep 60, 16; 21 Sep 60, 4.

The US Ambassador to Laos, in commenting on the Acting
Secretary of State's proposal for a new Laotian Govern-
ment (see item 16 September 60), remarked that "I just
don't see any respected figure on the horizon whom
[the] King is likely [to] choose who could have leader~
ship qualities or authority necessary to control Kong
Le, or to avoid being widely considered as [a] Phoumi/
US stooge." ’

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 555, 18 Sep 60.

CINCPAC, in a message to JCS, referred to comments
from the US Ambassador to Laos that indicated Phoumi

- was thinking of fomenting a general mutiny among FAL

20 Sep.

. 20-22
Sep

troops and Jjunior officers. The addition of this
disruptive force to the various stresses and strains
then being applied to the FAL, said CINCPAC, could
only accelerate the defection of the PL unite in the
FAL. Souvanna's attitude in this regard was, in
CINCPAC's opinion, an additional argument 1n favor of
CINCPAC's previous recommendation to support FAL units
through Phoumi. (See item 15 September 60.)

(S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 192147z, 19 Sep 60, JCS .
Secretariat; (S) Msg, Vientiane to JCS, 556, 18 Sep €0.

A Pathet Lao broadcast declared that all PL. armed
units had been ordered to cease military activities
in northern Laos. This order, the broadcast said, was
to affirm the movement's support of Prince Souvanna's
neutralist government. -

NYT, 21 Sep 60, 4.

The first open clashes between Souvanna's forces and
those of the "Revolutionary Committee'" took place

near Paksane on20 September. (The following day
Premier Souvanne claimed that govermment forces had ,
halted the advance of the attackers and that they ;
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21 Sep

22 Sep

22 Sep

had withdrawn to Paksane. On the 22 September, the RLG
announced that the Government forces, led by Kong le,
had recaptured the town.)

NYT, 22 Sep 60, 1, 4; 23 Sep 60, 4.

In a televisic:: address, Premier Sarit reviewed the
Laotian situation which Thailand had been 'considering
with utmost anxiety and .concern because it has shown:
from the beginning obvious signs [of] Communist in-
fluence." Vientiane, said Sarit, was under Communist
influence, a situation which, if 1t persisted, would
place all Laos in Communist hands.

The Thais continued Sarit, had no desire to
interfers in any manner in the internal affairs of
Laos. But if Laos verc to become a danger to Thailand,
Sarit said, “nailand would defend 1ltself and would
hope to receive assistance and cooperation from
friendly nations of thas Iree World.

(U) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 523, 21 Sep 60.

Ambassador B[rown informed Souvanna, in response to
instructions from the Acting Secretary of State, that
the US hz2d decided to urge the King to bring together
the leading personalities of the country in order to
form a new Government (see item 16 Szptember 60).
Souvanne replied that he was fully in accord with such
a policy and that some reconciliation and agreement
must take place. Asked 1f he would step down as
Premier if the King desired it, Souvanna replied, "I
am ready [to] retire." ’

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 579, 21 Sep 60.

The Ambassador to Laos, in accordance with instructions
from the Acting Secretary of State, urged the King to
call an assembly of notables for the purpose of forming
a new government (see item 16 September 60). The King
replied that the military situation had to be taken
care of first, and that he was accordingly calling a
meeting of senior military commanders to find a
consensus for strong defense against the Pathet Lao.
Then the political situation would be dealt with.
The King sald that the government would be reshuffled,
but that he would like to keep Souvanna as Premier and
have Phoumi as Commander in Chief of the FAL.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 593, 22 Sep 60.

The US Ambassador to France informed the Secretary of
State that the French strongly believed that the US
suggestion to King Savang that he form a new Government
represented "interference in Laotian internal affairs."
According to the French, the US had not used "all
avallable means'" to persuade Phoumi to cooperate
loyally with the legal Govermment. To the contrary,
Phoumi had enJjoyed a position of favor resulting from
direct provision of suppllies and money by the US.
Consequently, Souvanna had been unable to unite the
country, and the Pathet Lao was profiting from the
resulting weakness.

In strong terms the French expressed their "regret'
that the US had not consulted them before proposing
to King Savang the formation of a new govermment.
Although admitting US primary responsibility in Laos,
the Foreign Office pointed out that the French had
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extensive political, economic, and military interests
not only in that country but also in other parts of
Southeast Asia. They werse "leenly aware" that if this
action of the United States should lead to a "critical
situation" in Southeast Asia, France would also have
to pay the coiequences wnile belng a "victim of
policy” in whose formulation it had been permitted
no voice. _ ' ~ .

(c) Msg, Paris. to SecState, 1219, 22 Sep 60.

23 Sep In a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense the JCS
suggested that certain steps bz taken "in order to
have in being at the appropriate time a plan for the
United Statzs to offer Laos to assist that nation in
defeating Communist insurgency.'" The JCS believed
that wnen conditlons in Laos became stabilized under
a governaent friendly to the US, that government
should be encouraged to adoct a national course of
action designed to remove the insurgent threat. They
felt, said the JCS, that such steps were vital to the
preservation of Laos' freedom, and important in pre-
cluding the necessity for implementing US or SEATO
war plans. The JCS suggested that the following steps
be taken:

2. The encloced draft ocutline plan, prepared for
the Royva’ Laotian Governmant, should be forwarded to
the US fmbascacor in Laos aznd his Country Team for
study, comment and further development.

b. A Joint State-DOD-ICA directive should be
issued to cause the preparation of estimates of US
personnel, materiel, and budgetary support required
for execution of the national emergency plan of the
Royal Laotlan Government.

¢. The expanded national plan of the Royal Laotian
Government and the estimate of US support required

should be reviewed Jjointly by the US Government agenciles
concerned.

d. Action should be taken to obtain the agreement
and cooperation of France and the Unlited Kingdom to
include combined France/US training and operational
advice to civill and military agencies.

€. Wnen policy approval and budgetary support
arrancements have been completed by US Government
agencies, the US Ambassador to Laos should be required
to initiate actlion to gain acceptance of the plan by
the Roral Laotlan Government.

f. Provided the plan for counter-insurgency
operations 1s azpproved and implemented by the Royal.
Laotian Government, US personnel, materiel, and
budgetary support should be provided according to the

ability of the country to receive and effectively
utlilize such support.

In concluslion the JCS recommended that the

Secretary of Defense act to obtain support of the>draft
outline plan and the Joint State-DOD-ICA directive, and
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25-29
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thereafter have both documents transmitted to the
Ambassador and his Country Team and to CINCFAC for
necessary action. (See items 5 October and 19 October
60.)

(TS) JCSM-419-60, derived from JCS 1992/482, 23
Dec 60, JMF 9070/3360 (27 Apr 60).

Two officers of the US Embassy .called on Boun Oum and
Phoumi in order to state the US policy position on ‘
Laos. (see item 16 September 60), and to urge Phoumi

to attend the meeting of military leaders as requested
by the King. Phoumi replied that the US "badly mis-
understood" the Savanncknet position. No separatists,
Phoumi and Boun Oum were loyal to the King but felt he
should either appoint & strong leader or assume
leadership himself. However, there was no need for a
meeting cf nilitary leadsrs at Luang Prabang because
the split in the country was political and not military.
It was between Cormmunists and non-Communists, with
Vientiane a2lready red "up to the neck.”

Phoumi refused to attend the meeting of military
leaders because 1) it would be useless, and 2)
Lu Prapbang was not safe.
an%s) Msg, Vientiane to Sa2:State, 597, 23 Sep 60.

In an =ffort to achieve maxirmum accord on Laos,
representatives of the UGS, the UK, and France met at

the UN and produced a working paper which received
the general approval of the respective foreign ministers
The paper stated the following common objectives:

1) prevent the collapse of Laos; 2) prevent strife
between the non-Communist elements; 3) preserve the
territorial unity of Laos; and 4) conserve the

nility of Laos to resist Communist pressures from
without and within.

Two steps to be taken by the three signatory
powers immedlately to meet the common objectives were:
1) promote a maximum degree of coordination, and 2)
make it known that while the three Governments were

- acting independently there was unity among them.

A subsidiary problem, but one important to the
common objectives of the three powers 1in Laos, was to
end the critical shortage of petroleum products in

. Laos brought atout by the closing of the Thai-Lao

border on 9 August. For this purpose the respective
ambassadors in Bangkok should bring appropriate pressure
on the Thal Government.

(S) Msg, New York to SecState, SECTO 9, 24 Sep 60
(S) Msg, New York to SecState, SECTO 10, 24 Sep 60,

Premier Souvanna requested US help in airlifting
petroleum products from Phnom Penh in order to cir-
cumvent the Thal embargo (see item 9 August 60). 1In
response, the US government directed Ambassador
Johnson to urge Premier Sarit to permit free movement
of civilian supplies to Vlientiane. The Ambassador
pointed out that the embargo had llittle effect on the
Pathet Lzo but was allienating Lao public opinion.

The Thai Government replied that 1t would be willing
to consider petroleum shipments to Vientiane for the
"public welfare'" upon receipt of a request for such
shipments from the Laotlan Government.
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. On the 28th, the Thai representative announced at
a meeting of the SEATO Council that a Laotian Govern-
ment request for a shipment of petroleum products
was "being considered" by his Government. (See item
26-27 October 60.) |

(S) Msg, ientizne to SecState, 608, 25 Sep 60;
(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 340, 26 Sep 60; és)
Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 559, 23 Sep 60, and 558, .
29 Sep 60. _

26 Sep The Pathet Laoc resumed its attack on Sam Neua.
Although the garrison's ccmmander described the ..
situation as "very, very serious," he sald he would
take help and orders only from the Revolutlonary
Committee in Savannakhet. He admitted, however, that
he had received only one company of paratroopers from
Savannakhet :tince the crisis started. (See item 16
September 60.)

(On 28 September the town fell to Kong Le and the
Pathet Lao.) .
NYT, 27 Sep 60, 4; 29 Sep 60. '

238 Sep Ambassacor Brown reported that several Laotian military
leaders, including Ouane and Phoumi, met wlth the King
2t Luang Prabang. Phownl z2d Ouane reportedly agreed
to a cease-fire in the Paksane area and agreed to work
together agalnst the Pathet Lao; for the time being,
however, they decided to keep thelr commands inde-
pendent of each other. -

The King was also reported to have indicated
dlspleasure with Souvanna and a desire for a new
government headed by someone else. According to Ouane,
Phoumi proposed Boun Oum as Premier and Souvanna and
Souphanouvong as Deputy Premiers.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 646, 29 Sep 60.

28 Sep In a cable to the Department of State, the US Embassy
in London reported the British Foreign Office opinions
on possible results of proposed Phoumi-Souvanna talks
in Luang Prabang (see item 16 September 60). Kong Le,
sald the British, would resist any arrangements which
would give Phouml the powier to retaliate against the
coup leader. Further, Phoumli would not give up his
present "power position'" unless he, too, could be
assured against retaliation. Turning to the idea that
Souvanna and Phoumi might work together under a
mutually agreed upon Prime Minlister, the Foreign
Office suggesated Phoui Sananilione as the man to head
the new CGovernment.

(C) Msg, London to SecState, 1563, 28 Sep 60.

29 Sep Premier Souvanna admitted to Ambassador Brown that
negotiations were under way for an exchange of
diplomatic missions between the Laoc and Soviet Govern-
ments. In response to Brown's warnings of the dangers
inherent in such a course, Souvanna replied that the
exchange of diplomatic envoys was necessary to
satisfy the craving of the Laoc people for a policy
of neutrality.

(S) Msg, Vientizne to SecState, 626, 27 Sep 60.
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In a statement to the UN General Assembly, Prince
Sihanouk, the Cambodian Chief of State, urged an end
to foreign influences and pressures in Laos and
suggested that the two "Blocs" agree to remove Cambodia
and Laos from '"the list of their zones of rivalry,’
and consider fthem as buffer states. Thils neutrality
belt should be "seriously and solemnly'guaranteed by
the Western Powers and their allies. (See item 12
December 60.)

(U) Msg, New York to SecState, B46, 30 Sep 60;

NYT, 30 Sep 60, 8
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The Secretary of State directed Ambassador Brown to
inform King Savang that, in view of the deterigration
of military and political leadership in Laos, no

" further payment of troops or other forms of aid [were)

to be forthcoming until” the King 1) assumed leader-
ship of the Crverrment himself or named a Premiler
other than Souvanna, and 2) named a Commander in Chief
who could unite the bitterly divided remnants of the-
FAL. '

However, the Ambassador was informed that the
suspension of aid did not preclude supplying troops
in action against the Pathet Lao or on the front

_lines, even if the necessary supplies had to be
procured from stocks outside the country. Specifi-
cally, the direct aid to Phoumi already authorlzed
(see item 15 September %0) was to be continued.

(TS, Eyes Cnly) Msgs, SecState to Vientiane, 365,
1 Oct 60; Vientiane to SecState, 662, 20 Oct 50;
(TS, Eyes Only) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 358,

3 Oct 60, Both in CJCS 091 (Laos).

In a statement broadcast over the Hanol radio, the
NLHX announced that, prcviding the following con-
ditions were met, it was rcacy to negotiate with
Souvanna's Government:

1) Establishment of a coalition Government, to
include Pathet Lao representation in the Cabinet.

2) Establishment of diplomatic relations with
the Soviet Union, Communist China, and North Vietnam.

3) Laotian opposition to SEATO, and an end to
the UN "presence" in Laos.

L) An end to attacks on the Pathet Lao movement
and the release of all 1ts members in prison.

5) Continued opposition to the Right-wing forces
that rebelled against the neutralist Government.
NYT, 2 Oct 60, 3; 7 Oct 60, 4. '

Premlier Souvanna announced at a press conference that
he was sending representatives to resume control for
the Government of Sam Ncua. These representatives
were stcopped by the Pathet Lao and prevented from
carrying out their mission. -

"§) DIB, b4 Oct 50, 3; (U) Msg, Vientiane to
SecState, 657, 1 Oct 60.

The US Ambassador to Laos severely criticized Premier
Souvanna for dismissing Generals Phoumi, Bounleuth
and 25 other officers. The Ambassador pointed out
that the efforts of the past weeks for renewed unity
and understanding within the FAL had been placed in
Jeopardy Jjust as they were beginning to show signs of
success. This situation was made worse by the fact
that on 30 September Kong Le had told the press he
had been urging Souvanna for several days to sign the
dismissal order.

The Ambassador then emphasized the need for
political discussicns soon for the purpose of finding
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agreement between the Souvanna and Phoumi factions.
The Premier replied by urging the Ambassador to use
US influence to persuade Phoumi to accept the Souvanm
Government, which was the legal regime, and to dis-
band the Revolutionary Committee at Savannakhet.

(S) Msg. Vientlane to SecState, 658, 1 Oct 60.

Ambassador Brown, while agreeing that 1t was ,
"imperative [to] get the King [to] bring political
figures together and force unity" (see item 1 October
60), warned the Secretary of State that forced removal
of Souvanna was unwise because 1) neither the King nor
any political fiﬁure could be found to replace him,
and 2) 1t would "have consequences in terms [of] PL
insurgence . . . almost impossible to combat in [the]
present stage [of] disintegration [of the] country
and [the] FAL."

(TS, Eyes Onlyg Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 669,
3 Oct 60, CJCS 091 (Laos).

—

enewed attacks by Kong Le
2-N3 s troops, the JCS authorized

CINCPAC to take immediately any or all of the follow-

ing actions to prevent another defeat, which could be

fatal to the portion of the FAL loyal to Phoumi:

1. Provide necessary arms and supplies.

2. Deliver the Laotian paratroop battalion
training at Lopburi, Thailand,to Phoumi at whatever
location CINCPAC felt best.

3. Air-11ft other Phoumi forces as desirable.

4, Direct Chief, PEO,to attempt to persuade
Generals Ouane and Phoumi to make a Jjoint effort to
save Laos. (See item 4 October 60.)

(S) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 983752, 3 Oct 60, JCS
Secretariat. '

The US Ambassador in Paris reported French Foreign
Office reactions to the situation in Laos. The .
French believed that the situation required the US, the
UK,and France to give "Joint and energetic" support

to a Laotian program of naticnal unity in support of
the King and to a legal government from which the

PL would be excluded. The French also emphasized

that they saw no alternative to Souvanna. To remove
him in the present crisis, they said, could lead only
to "chaos."

The Foreign Cffice pointed out that the guaran-
tees they had received from Souvanna not to include A
the PL in his Government and to seek the unity of his
country were 1in accord with the Tripartite Agreement
on Laos (see item 24 September 60), '

Souvanna had done all he could to unify the
nation, the Foreign Office continued, but Phoumi had
reneged from the very start on his duties agreed upon
at Luang Prabang. Souvanna was in a "very weak"
position. The Army, badly split, was becoming
increasingly ineffectual. Phoumi was losing control
even over the troops in the south, and thisf the
Foreign Office pointed out, left the field "dangerously"
clear for the Pathet Lao. (According to French
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reports, on three cccasions Phoumi's tropps had
de?ected to the PL, and it was the French bglief that
in the 2d military region, the PL could do just about

anything it wished.)

Although the French had no objection to/the Us
proposal to meke a third attempt (see item 15 Septemper
60). with the King to reconcile Souvanna, Phoumi, and
Boun Oum, they had no "illusion" concerning 1ts
chances of success. They did not belleve Phoumi
would agree to a reconciliation and pointed out that
his proposal for SouphancuVong's acceptance in the
GCoverrment was clearly not consistent with the three-
power agreement. The US proposal to advise King
Savang to appoint a new Government and to inform him
that the US would not support Souvanna would be,
according to the French, thz "height of folly" at this
time. Fur-her, the Foreign Office believed that in
taking this step without previous consultations with
the French, the US was violating the "parallel action"
envisaged in the Tripartite Agreement. It was
"obvious," the Foreign Office declared, that there
was "no unity between Western allies."

(TS) Msg, Paris to SecState, 1358, 4 Oct 60,
CJCS G91 (Laos).

Pursuant to instructions from the JCS (see item 3
October 60), CINCFAC ordered Chief, PEO: to approach
Phoumi and Ouane and attempt their rapprochement; to
imploy CAT airlift for the movement of Pnoumi‘s
supplies and personnel; and to deliver the Lcpburi
contingent to Phoumi at the place where 1t was most
needed.

(TS) Msg, CINCPAC to CHPEO/Laos, TO49, 4 Oct 60,
JCS Secretariat.

Two influential Thais, SEATO Secretary General Pote
Sarasin and Acting Foreign Minlster Eoon Charoenchai,
expressed approval of Sinhanouk's proposal for a
"neutral belt" composed of Cambodia and Laos (see
item 29 September 50), provided that the two nations
became truly "neutral” and not mzrely "neutralist" as
a cover of respectability for Communist control.
Sarasin pointed out that, in view of Phoumi's military
and political ineffectiveness, the '"neutral belt"
might be the "only hope of salvaging anything" in Laos.
(S) Msgs, Bangkok to SecState, 601, 4 Oct 60;
and 606, 5 Oct 60.

The Vientiliane radio broadcast an announcement that the
King had approved establishment of diplomatic rela-
tions between Laos and the Soviet Union.

(U) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 674, 5 Oct 60.

Enclosed in a letter to the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense transmitted a copy of a2 memo-
randum from the JCS to the Secretary of Defense on
counter-insurgency operations in Laos, along with
CINCPAC's draft plan and a proposed State-Defense-ICA
messdge (see item 23 September 60). The Secretary
s tated that he agreed in principle with comments of
the JCS and wished to make their recommendations and
CINCPAC's draft plan available to the Secretary of
State. The Secretary of Defense requested the
Secretary of State's early comment on, or concurrence
with, the proposed message. (See item 19 October 60.)
(TS) Ltr, SecDef to SecState, no subj, 5 Oct 60,
JMF 9C60/3360 (27 Apr 60).
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6 Oct

6 Oct

6 Oct

In accordance with the instructions of the Secretary
of State, the Ambassador to Laos in an audlence with
the King informed hiim of the cessation of US military
ald and the conditions for its resumption (see item

1 October 60). 1Ia response, the King replied that

he could not z.ct on either condition. He would not
take steps to bring about the replacement of the
Souvanna Government nor would he appoint a new mili-
tary commander. _

In spite of repeated urging by the Ambassador
who said that "if no acticn were] taken all might be
lost," the King, as he had done in the past, pro-

. tested that as a constitutional monarch there was

nothing he could do unless the Government resigned.
' (S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 683, 6 Oct 60.

The US Ambassador in Bangkok reccmmended to the
Department of State that, "if assessment of [Phoumi's]
capabilities [were] favorable," covert and semi-
covert support be provicded him as an intermedilate
stage befcre undertaking "exclusive overt support.”

In either event the US should be prepared to give
"categurical assurances we would back up [the] Thai
and come to their aid if thoy got in trouble" partic-
ipating in such action.

The Ambassador recommnended that in order to make
such intervention as effective as possible, "direct
and effective operating relationships" be established
between PEO*nd the US Zmoassy in Thailand.

(7S, Eyes Only) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 615,

6 Oct 60, CJCS 091 (Laos).

The US Ambassador in Loncon informed the Department

of State that, in the opinion of the British Foreign
Office, 1t would be better if Phoumi were either
"utterly" defeated or "integrated" into the Government,

~because his continuing opposition was forcing Souvanna

to rely upon Pathet Lao support, thus giving the
latter an opportunity to spread its influence. The
"elimination" of Phoumi would permit Souvanna to take
a stand independent of support from the PL, thereby
placing him in a positicn of "increased-strength" for
negotviations with the pro-Communist group. At the
same time, however, the Foreign Office believed that
nothing should be done to "rupture' the cease-fire
agreement, which they viewed as the "best hope" for
the future peace and stability of the country.

From the British viewpoint, Souvanna was now the
only leader who could bring Laos through as a non-
Communist, although neutralist, country. There was
no one else at the moment under whom disparate
factions would be prepared to work.

: The British belleved that the US was being
"somewhat disingenuous" in cutting off aid to Laos.
Phoumi, the British saild, would continue to obtain
help from Thailand. Souvanna's Government, on the
other hand, would suffer from an aid cut, to the
profit of the Pathet Lao.

(S) Msg, London to SecState, 1700, 6 Oct 60.

-




7 Oct

7 Oct

In response to an inquiry from the JCS, CINCPAC
recommended against the reinforcement of Phoumi's
forces either by the Thai Police Aerial Resupply

Unit or by the Thail Ranger Battalion because such
action would constitute an invitation to overt inter-
vention by the Viet Minh or Chinese Communists.

In CINCPAC's opinion, however, decisive action
was needed to prevent all FAL forces loyal to Phoumi
from being "disintegrated" piece-meal by the Kong Le/
Pathet Lao forces. This "disintegration' could only
be prevented by outside support, including leadership
by US advisers at battalion level. Mere supply, Ppay,
and 11ft would not be enough in view of the serious
weakness of Laotian military leadership.

Since military action could not take place in a
vacuum, CINCPAC proposed the following political and
military steps:

1. Ambassador Brown should tell the King that
the US, determined to prevent the loss of Laos to
Communism, was directing all its aid to the
Savannakhet forces. If the King wished to cooperate
he should immediately proclaim a new Government with
Phoumi as Minister of Defense.

2. With or without the King, the US should move
vigorously to support the Savannakhet group, including
assignment of advisers at the battalion level.

3. If the King did not go along and if the Lao
troops, even with US leaders, failed to fight, the
US should abandon Laos and concentrate on the defense
of Vietnam and Thailand.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 983946, 6 Oct 60;
(TS) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 38352, 7 Oct 60, JCS
Secretariat.

In view of the King's unwillingness to assume the
responsibility requested of him (see items 1 and &
October 60), high ranking representives of the JCS,
CIA, Department of Defense, and Department of State
met and agreed to make one last,desperate effort to
work with Souvanna "as the legal facade of legitimate
government, " while supporting Phoumi and other anti-
Communist forces at the same time. But continued
suppoEt by the US for Souvanna was to be contingent
upon 'nis concurrence with the folleowing actions:"

1. Movement of the seat of government to Luang
Prabang where it would be near the King and not
emperiled by the Kong Le threat.

2. The taking of all feasible steps to prevent
Kong Le from initiating action against any FAL units,
and desisting immediately from any threat or hostile
act against Savannakhet.

3. The taking of all feasible precautions,

through Ouane and his forces, with the advice of the
PEO, to preserve the Treasury assets of the Government.
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4, The desisting from negotiations with the
Pathet Lao until the Government was able to talk from
a position of unity and strength.

CINCPAC, with the cooperation of Chief, PEQ, and
Chief, JUSMAAG, Thailand, was directed to supply
General Phoumi's forces directly, because the pre-
carious political situation precluded supply through
the centralized military agencles of the Laotian
Government. Special military and political advisors
were to facilitate the logistical operations and to
insure that Phoumi understood the 'overall plan and
concept" under which direct supply was to be under-
taken (see item 8 October 60). In particular, Phoumi
was to understand that he would be subject to Souvannas
Government if it met the conditions set forth above.
The Department of State was to inform the French,
British, and Australian Governments of the "overall
plan;" the Ambassador in Thailand was to inform the
Thail Government. :

A special mission including the Assistant
Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs Parsons,
Assistant Secretary of Defense for International
Security Affairs Irwin, and the Chief of Staff of
CINCPAC, Vice Admiral Riley, were to go to the Far
East to consult with the Ambassador, explain the
“thinldirz and details" of the plan, and carry out
"any other representation deemed advisable."

(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 384, 8 Oct 60.

7 Oct Premier Souvanna stated to Ambassador Brown that the
Laotian Government was about to begin negotiations
with the Pathet Lao (see item 11 October 60). These
talks, according to the Premier, would be confined
to 1) acceptance of the NLHX as an equal member of the
body politic through supplemental elections to the
General Assembly; and 2) integration of a Pathet Lao
battalion into the FAL. 4

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 694, 8 Oct 60.

8 Oct The JCS directed CINCPAC to furnish the operational
- and logistic guldance called for in the US policy
decision to support General Phoumi (see item 7 October
60) as follows:

1. The Acting Chief, PEO,was to establish as
large a permanent mission as he considered necessary
with Phoumi's forces in order to carry out the '
missions. PEO personnel were not to serve in combat,
however.

2. Transport of supplies was authorized and
directed. to Phoumi's forces in the 3rd and 4th
Military Regions and to anti-Communist elements in
the other regions as feasible.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 984040, 8 Oct 60,
JCS Secretariat.

8 Oct In response to an inquiry from the JCS, CINCPAC

‘ stated that: 1) US military advisory personnel in Laos
were sufficient to provide adequate effective field
advisory support to Phouml in the operations
envisaged; and 2) Laos MAP supplies at Bangkok were
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38 Oct

9 Oct

11 Oct

11 Oct

not adequate to support combat operations, but would
be so when outstanding PEO requisitions had been
filled.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 983974, 7 Oct 60;
(TS) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 8761, 8 Oct 60, JCS
Secretariat.

The Secretary of State, in a message to Ambassador

‘Brown, reported preliminary personal reactions from

the British and Australian Embassies in Washington
on the US proposed plan of action in Laos (see item
7 October 60).

Both Embassies had questioned the feasibllity"
and desirability of moving the Government to Luang
Prabang. They had seen a conflict between that .
proposal an< the condition taat Souvanna take steps
to-ex2rt authority over Kong Le, and they had
expressed ccncern that Kong Le, if isolated in
Vientiane, would nove even closer to vhe PL.

They Lad felt that Souvanna would have difficulty
stopping negotiations with tne PL whose representa-
tives were already in Vientiane. The Australlan
Embassy expressed the opinicn that, rather than pre-
clude negotiations entirely. the US should try to set
"clearly defined limits" for Souvanna, beyond which
he could not go in negotiations with the PL,

(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 389, 8 Oct 60.

As instructed, the Ambassador to Laos presented a
demarche to Souvanna (see item 7 October 60). The
Premier stated ne had already considered moving the
government to Luang Prabang and thought such a move
could be arranged. He indicated there would be no
difficulty in restraining Kong Le and saferuarding
the assets of the governinent. To suspend negotiations
with the Pathet Lao, however, would be very difficult,
as the arrangements had already been made, and 1t was
important to reach a settlement as soon as possible.
(TS) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 708, 9 Oct 60.
Ambassador Brown reported that negotiations between
the Laotian Government and the Pathet Lao opened at
the Prime Ministry in Vientiane. Quinim, recognized
as the most leftist Cabinet member, according to the
Ambassador, headed the Lactian Government delegation.
(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 744, 14 Oct 60;
(U) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 718, 11 Oct 60.

The Secretary of State informed Ambassador Brown that
the French had given "general support" to the US
proposed plan of action in Laos (see item 7 October
60). The French believed, however, that before the
government was moved to Luang Prabang, definite means
of governing and controlling Vientizne should be
established. According to the French, there were
"clear" indications of Kong Le-PL collaboration, and
they believed it would be particularly serious to
leave Kong Le alone in the capital without adequate
control, especlally because US aid to Phoumi had
increased the risk of throwing Kong Le into the PL
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‘camp. Although the French had always regretted that
Souvanna hacd entered into negotiations with the PL,
they now felt that these negotiations should be
"dragged out" so that Souvanna could obtain breathing
space in order to reconstitute national unity. j
(S) Msg. SecState to Vientiane, 400, 11 Oct o0.

14 Oct Assistant Secretary Parsons reported to the Secretary
of State that the suspension of US ald to Laos was
having the following unfavorable consequences:

1. The Laotian Government, beset by the Pathet
Lao and the Phoumi rcoels, might accept an aid offer
from the recentlv arrived Soviet mission.

2. The Laotian Government was resorting to
deficit financing to pay its bills, thereby endanger-
ing the stability of the currency and the whole
economic structure of the country.

3. The Laotlan Government might seek to
embarrass the US by questioning the legality of US
support fcr the Phoumi rebel group under Mutual

Security legislation which specified aid to "nations"
but ne: to 'groups.”

Parsons had thereforz authorized, as a stop-gap
measur=, release of about $100,000 for various non-
controversial economic progjects. :

(S) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 663, 14 Oct 60.

4 Oct Ambassador Johnson reported to the Secretary of State
that Thai Premiler Sarit was encouraged by the US
demarche to Souvanna (see item 9 October 60) and by
other indications that the US was moving to deal with
the Lao situation. While not specifically approving

US action, Sarit stated he was preparec to cooperate
fully.

At the same time, the Ambassador warned that
suspension of US aid to Laos (see item 1 October 50),
plus the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Laos and the Soviet Union (see item 5 October
60), had given the impression to Thailand that Leaos
was rapidly passing into the Communist orbit.

‘o (S) Msg, Bangkok tc SecState, unnumbered, 14 Oct

-
=
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In a memorandum to the Secretary of Defense the JCS
recommended that he approve terms of reference, as a
basis for coordination with the Department of State,
for the assignment of a US military advisor to
General Phoumi. The civilian US Special Advisor to
the General, said the JCS, had expressed the view that
General Phoumi needed and would welcome a full time
US Military Advisor. CINCPAC and the interdepart-
mental working group on Laos had agreed to such an

appointment. The terms of reference proposed by the
JCS were as follows:

a. . . . [The selected officer] is
designated the personal U.S, military advisor
to General Pnoumi Nosavan. In this latter
capacity he 1s authorized and directed to
report directly to CINCPAC, informing Chief,
PEO as appropriate. His designation for this
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additional function will be transmitted by
separate action through appropriate official
channels.

: b. Ee will maintain closest possible
continuinz liaison with General Phoumi, for
the purpose of furnishing information to _
CINCPAC on General Phoumi's plans, activities,
and requirements, and in order to assist
General Phoumi.

c. In the execution of this responsibllity,
his functions will include, but not be limited
to, the following:

(1) Advise and assist General Phoumi in
iizmediate measures to improve the morale
and combat efficiency of forces under.

ecneral Phoumi's control.

(2) Advise and assist General Phoumi
n the planning end cdirection of military
operations.

(3) Assist anc advise General Phoumi
in the orderly prlanning of necessary
logistic suppcrt; and in the effective
utilization of such supplies as are
delivered.

CINCPAC was directed by JCS to issue the "terms
of reference" stated above as instructions to the
officer designated as Phoumi's military advisor.
(S) JCSM-468-60, derived from JCS 1992/855,
14 Oct 60, JMF 9155. 2/9105 12 Aug 60); (S) Msg, JCS
to CINCPAC, 084377, 14 Oct 60, JCS Secretariat.

15 Oct Assistant Secretary Parsons, reporting the findings
of his visit to Laos to the Secretary of State,
described the three factors needed to salvage the
situation in Laos: 1) Souvanna must acquiesce in US
policy and actions for as long as he remained in
office; 2) the anti-Communist elements must regain
control of Laotian Government policy and defeat a
greatly strengthened Pathet Lao; 3) The US must
support anti-Communists in Laos and at the same time
avoid indictment in the UN, further cleavage in SEATO,
and alignment of the French and British against the
Us.

Parsons warned that Souvanna could place the US
in an impossible situation by demanding a halt to US
support of Phoumi or demanding the withdrawal of the
PEO. Moreover, Phoumi's forces had not performed
well in combat, and anti-Commmunist leaders in Vientlare
did "1ittle but wring their hands."

The US should, concluded Parsons: 1) find the
basis for resuming budgetary support of the RLG;
2) eliminate Souvanna's power to destroy US policy at
any moment by requesting removal of PEO and cessation
of aid to Phoumi; 3) extricate itself from the
untenable position of supporting a group of rebels,
for which support the US could be "haled defenseless
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17-18 Oct

18 Oct

before the UN;" and 4) accept the fact that only over
the long haul could military forces be built up to
the point where they would have the will and capacity
to restore the status quo ante the Kong Le coup.

(Assistant Secretary of Defense Irwin, in a
report submitted the previous day, had differed with
Parsons regarding aid for Phoumi. While recognizing
the political risks involved, he recommended that the .
overriding consideration should be adequate support
of the General; the additional effort needed to make
such support effective should be made since it did not
create a8 risk but simply increased the risk.)

(TS) Msgs, Bangkok to SecState, 668, 15 Oct 60,
and 673, 16 Oct 60.

In accordance with instructions from Assistant
Secretary Parsons, Ambassador Brown urged Souvanna to
agree to distribution by the US of supplies direct to
all Laotian units, including those of Phoumi. The
Premier agreed, provided Phoumi recognized the
Souvanna Government. A decision would be deferred,
however, pending the return of an emissary sent to
Phouml to seek such recognition.

To encourage a favorable decision, the Ambassador
recommended the following further action to the
Secretary of State: 1) Tell Souvanna that resumption
of US aid was dependent upon inclusion of aid for
Phoumi; 2) Pending a reply from Souvanna on (1) above,
load supplies for earliest delivery to Phoumi because
of the Pathet Lao build up in the north; 3) Tell
Phouml he must make a reasonable response to Souvanna's
feeler,

(TS) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 676, 17 Oct 60;
(TS) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 765, 17 Oct 60; (TS
Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 420, 17 Oct 60; (TS) Msg,
Vientiane to SecState, 771, 18 Oct 60.

The Secretary of State informed Ambassador Brown that,
for reasons of expediency, the US Government had
accepted "the inevitable of working with Souvanna
Phouma as the constitutional and legally installed
Prime Minister." The course of action and desired
conditions set forth on 7 October (see item) would
remain as valid and basic goals, but could not be
achieved as soon as desired. In conformity with this
concept, the Secretary of State listed the following
tasks as appropriate: 1) continue to press Souvanna
to extricate himself from the influence of Kong Le;
2) failing this extrication, '"take whatever feasible
steps present themselved to encourage his replacement
in favor of another legally appointed Prime Minister;
3) remove as much of the treasury as possible from
Vientiane; 4) continue efforts to control or neutralze
Kong Le; as a minimum remove him from Vientlane;

5) exert maximum pressure to slow down and, if
possible, sabotage Souvanna's negotiations with the
Pathet Lao; 6) urge Phoumi to dissolve his Revolu-
tionary Committee '"voluntarily," so that he would

- .cease to be legally a rebel.

As a result cf this new evaluation, the Secretary
of State authorized Ambassador Brown to 1ift the
"temporary embargo" resulting from suspension of
"certain categories" of aid to Laos.

(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 425, 18 Oct 60.
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18 Oct

18 Oct

At a meeting with Assistant Secretary Irwin and
Admiral Riley at Ubon, Thailand, General Phoumi
stated his intention to gain control of Laos by
"retaking" Vientiane. This attack, to be undertaken
by troops of the 1lst, 2d;, and 3d Military Reglons,
would require US equipment and supplies.

Irwin informed General Phoumi that aid to his .
forces would be limited because of the "proper
relationships' maintained by the US toward the
Vientiane Government which had declared Phouml &nd
his supporters to be rchels. The general should,
therefore, avoid "independent and uncoordinated
actions" and follow closely the guidance of his US
military and political advisors. Admiral Riley
emphasized that the "unique political situation" com-
pelled the US to "exercise restraint offensively"
untll the anti-Communist element became the legal
goverriment. Until such a government. was achieved
Phoumi should concentrate on the following:

. 1. Consolidation of strength in the South to
achieve an "impregnable defense against [the] Pathet
Lao and Kong Le."

2. Unification of all anti-Communist elements
in the country.

3. Preparation of "offensive plans for later
implementation after [the] consolidation stage."
These plans should be submitted, via the US military

" advisor, to CINCPAC for approval.

Phouml replied that his views coincided with
those of the Admiral, but 1mminent Pathet Lao attacks
and the rapid movement of Vientiane to the left,
demonstrated by the installation of a Soviet embassy
there, might make "quick, effective action" necessary.
[To which Irwin and Riley replied that no direct
attack to capture Vientiane should be undertaken
except with the approval of a new, legal, anti-
Communist Government. )

(TS) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 686, 18 Oct 60.

Assistant Secretary Irwin, reporting the findings of
his trip to Laos, concluded that no improvement could
be expected in the US position there so long as
Souvanna remained Premier. The US should therefore
attempt to bring about Souvanna's resignation or
removal through the King's intervention. Until such
a resignation took place, the US would be in the
politically hazardous position of maintaining rela-
tions with the legal Laotian Government while giving
covert support to a force in rebelllion against it.
Although Irwin agreed with Parson's estimate of the
dangers involved (see item 16 October 50), he felt
that the US should not be deterred from rendering
"substantial assistance" to Phoumi in a "careful and
cautious manner" so long as Souvanna remained in
power. Fallure to do so would risk the ultimate loss
of Laos to the Communists.

Action already taken, such as the assignment of
PEQC personnel to Phoumi's forces, had been helpful,
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19 Oct

19 Oct

19 Oct

19 Oct

but in Irwin's opinion, the US should give serious
consideration to further steps such as assignment of
US military advisors at battation level and the
employment of "a few" US, Thai, or Vietnamese

volunteers. . '
(TS) Msg, Saigon to SecState, 839, 18 Oct 60.

In a message to CINCPAC, Admiral Riley stated his
disagreement with the Laotian policy advocated by
Assistant Secretary Parsons (see item 16 October 50).
Riley believed that the overriding consideration was
to prevent, by all feasible means, the loss of Lacs
to communism, and that limited aid would fail to
sustain the anti-Communist forces. :

In view of the failure of Souvanna to comply with
the conditions promulgated by the US (see item 7
October 60), Riley urged as an alternative course of
action securing Souvanna's removal and staunchly
supporting an anti-Communist government established
by the King. Pending the establishment of such a
government, Riley recommended that the US accept the
political risk involved and give adequate support to
the anti-Communist forces in Laos. .

(TS) Msg, COMUSJAPAN to CINCPAC, 191615Z, 19 Oct
60, JCS Secretariat.

Ambassador Brown reported to the Secretary of State
that Souvanna had asked the UN representative in Laos
whether the UN could furnish military observers to
investigate reports of incursions by the Viet Minh
into Laos. The Premier was particularly anxious to
forestall a return of the International Control
Commission. The UN representative replied that he
would transmit the request to the Secretary General,
but he was not hopeful that anything would be
accomplished by the request.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 785, 19 Oct 60.

Souvanna agreed to a US proposal that supplies be
sent direct to military forces and that pay be
disbursed through Vientliane. He conditioned his
agreement, however, with the proviso that such aid
not be used against him and that the US discourage any
attempt at revolt by FAL officers of the 1lst Region
(Luang Prabang). These conditions were accepted by
the US,.

(TS) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 787, 19 Oct 60;
(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 19 Oct 60.

The Secretary of State, in a letter replying to the
letter of the Secretary of Defense which forwarded a
memorandum of the JCS on Counter-Insurgency Operations
in Laos, stated that, in view of the existing crisis
in Laos, he did not believe "our people on the spot"
should be pressed to assume a task that could not be
implemented (see items 23 September and 5 October 60).
The plan was nevertheless beingsent to Ambassador
Brown for "possible future use." He felt certain,
sald the Secretary of State, that "if and when' the
Laotian situation was stabilized, agreement could be
reached between the State and Defense Departments on
a Joint message along the lines suggested by the JCS.
TS) N/H of JCS 1992/842, 25 Oct 60, JMF 9060/

. 3360 (27 Apr 60).
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19 Oct

21 Oct

22 Oct

P A

Ambassador Whitney forwarded to the Secretary of State
the UK view that Souvanna and his plan to negotlate
settlement with the Pathet Lao was the "only possible
and practical course" for Laos. The UK appreciated
the US desire to balance pro-Communist pressures on
Souvanna, bu% had little regard for, and even less
confidence in, Phoumi. The British had "1ittle faith"
in the Laotilan King, and feared that Souvanna's
failure might result in greater Pathet Lao influence.
The UK belleved that Kong Le was supporting Souvanna
who desired to establish a neutral Laos not under
Pathet Lao domination. But Kong Le might not continue
this support, the UK warned, if there should be an
attempt to reinstate Phoumi, whom Kong Le considered
"corrupt and beyond the pale."

(C) Msg, London to SecState, 1920, 21 Oct 60.

The Secretary of State informed Ambassador Brown that
the US was opposed to UN consideration of the Laotian
situation. Such acticn could cause the US great
embarrassment and would allow the Soviet Bloc to
portray the implementation of US policy in Laos as a
case of interventlon in the internal affairs of Laos
and contrary to the spirit and letter of the UN
Charter. Accordingly, the Secretary instructed the
Ambassador to express US opposition to an appeal by
Laos to the UN.

(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 440, 21 Oct 60,

The Secretary of State, recognizing that the Kong Le
group might attempt to take over the government by
another coup, invited Ambassador Brown's comments
upon the following proposed courses of action:

1. Force by the Laotian Government.

a. Place companies of the 2d Pafatroop
Battalion under officers loyal to Ouane, Phoumi,
or Houmphan and order these units to separate

posts well away from Vientiane. Order Kong Le
out of the country. A

b. If Kong Le refused to leave, attack him
using loyal troops 1in Vientiane and forces loyal
to Ouane, Houmphan,and Phoumi, rapidly con-
centrated on Vientiane by air from other areas.

2. Persuasion. Seek to persuade Kong Le that

his aims could best be achieved by cooperating with-:
the government.

3. Maneuver.

a. Convince Kong Le's troops that their
leader was being used by the Communists.

b. Attempt to isoclate the 234 Paratroop
Battalion by seeking evidences of support for a

strong anti-Pathet Lao line from other Laotian
Army units,

c¢. Assign a substantial portion of the 24
Paratroop Battalion away from Vientiane and
gradually replace 1t with loyal troops.
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24 Oct

25 Oct

25-27 Oct

¢. Seek a strong and united appeal from
respected FAL leaders to the effect that,
although the motives of the 24 Paratroop
Battalion were understandable, they now injured
their country and the FAL,
(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 444, 22 Oct 60,

¢Jcs 091 (Lacs ).

A US Embassy officer called on General Phoumi at
Savannakhet and informed him of Souvanna's approval
of: 1) direct supply for Phoumi's forces; and 2) the
distribution of pay through the legal government at
Vientiane. The Embacsy officer suggested that Phoumi
dissolve the Revolutionary Committee; the officer
explained that the US had decided to build up the FAL
in the Luang Prabang region and to discourage any
revolutionay movement agailiist the legal government

" in Vientiane.

General Phoumi's response was "uniformly negative.
He felt that dissolution of the Committee would be
meaninglecs because Souvanna could declare that the
Committee members were still in rebellion. He com-
plained that his paymasters would be arrested were
they tu go to Vientiane. '
(S) Msg, Bangkok to SzcState, 735, 25 Oct 60,

The JC3 circulated a memorandun from the CNO to the
JCS setting forth the "Views of Leaders of the Republic
of China on the Situation in the Western Pacific,”
including the views of President Chiang-Kai-Shek on
the problem of Laos. President Chiang's remarks were
reported by the Commander, Seventh Fleet, after a.
visit to Taiwan 14-20 October 1960. According to the
Commander, the substance of Chiang's remarks was:

1) The situation in Laos had reached a very
dangerous point and unless the US "takes a firm
position soon it may get beyond the point of no return.
Everyone is waiting for the United States to take a
firm position."

2) Chiang strongly supported General Phoumi's
position and suggested that the US give Thailand '
"unlimited backing and let the Thais handle the
details." Such an approach, in Chiang's view, would
have the additional advantage of keeping the US from
"getti embroiled publicly" with the UK and France.

(2% JCS 1992/859, 25 Oct 60, JMF 9150/3310
(22 Oct 60). :

On 26 October Premier Souvanna informed Ambassador
Brown that, unless Thailand 1ifted the embargo on
petroleum products, the Laotlan Government would be
forced to request the necessary supplies from the
Soviet Union. :

The Thal Government, in response to the persua-
sive efforts of Ambassador Johnson, agreed to remove
the embargo the next day. This action, the Thai
Foreign Minister pointed out, had nothing to do with
Souvanna's threat to seek aid from the Soviet Union.
(See item 25-29 September 50.)

(S) Msgs, Bangkok to SecState, 732, 25 Oct 60,
and 752, 27 Oct 60; (S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState,
826, 26 Oct 60.
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27 Oct

28 Oct

28 Oct

Ambassador Brown was informed by Souvanna that
negotiations seeking to restore legal status to
General Phoumi had broken down because of Phouml's
intransigence, attributed by Souvanna to US support

of the General.
(S) Msg. Vientiane to SecState, 829, 26 Oct 60.

The Secretary of State informed the Ambassador in

Laos of a new US plan of action for Laos to be used.
as "guidance in [the] period ahead." This plan

became necessary because Souvanna: . 1) had not lived
up to the conditions set by the US for continued
support (see item 7 Octcber 60); 2) was rapidly losing
the support of "all important non-Communist leadership
elements in Laos"; 3) was opposed by the King; and

4) therefore would not be able "to pull Army and non-
Communist Lao elements together and provide leader-
ship to [the] country in stwnding up to [the] PL
threat."

The new US plan contained the following elements
designed to achieve a new Lantlan Government without
inviting a "desperate reaction by Souvanna . . .
against the US" or a "general outbreak of milita
action by PL forces'":

1. "Exfiltrate" a quorum of the National
Assemvoly from Vientiane to Luang Prabang.

2. Encourage Phoul to go to Luang Prabang at
the strategic moment.

3. In the event of a vote of no confidence 1n
Souvanna by the Assembly, a declaration against him
by Ouane, or a coup against him by the Kocng Le group,
Souvanna probably would accept an invitaticn by the
King to go tc Luang Prabang for consultations.

4, At Luang Prabang, Souvanna "would agree" to
step down in favor of Phouil who would form a new
government including Phoumi and Souvanna. .

5. Such a solution should be acceptable to all
non-Communists in Laos as well as to the British,

_French, Australians, Thais, and Vietnamese.

(TS) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 466, 28 Oct 60,
CJCS 091 (Laos). .

Ambassador Johnson reported to the Secretary of State
that the Government of the Republic of China's '
Ambassador to Thailand had ‘informed:- him of a long
talk with Phoui Sananikone, Just arrived in Bangkok.
According to the Chinese Ambassador, Phoui was
willing to work with Phoumi to establish a new Laotian
Government. Phoul's plan was to bring about an
Assembly session at Luang Prabang, where he would
debate Souvanna's policy and seek a vote of confidence
from the Assembly. With Phoumi's support, Phoul was
confident that such a vote could be won. (See item
29 October 60.)

(S) Msg, Bangkok to SecState, 763, 28 Oct 60.
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29 Oct

29 Oct

The'Ambassador in Laos advised the Secretary of State

-that Phoui Sananikone, although an "experienced and

proven pro-West and anti-Communist political leader,"
had jeopardized his present usefulness by sharp past
differences with the King and Phoumi. The. Ambassador
felt, therefore, that the US should proceed cautiously
in any encouragement of Phouil's proposed course of
action. (See item 28 October 60.)

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 847, 29 Oct 60
CJCS 091 (Laos).

Ambassador Brown reported that Souvanna had retreated
somewhat from hils intransigent attitude on talks

with Phoumi and had sent a cordial message to Phoumi
suggesting that paymasters be sent to Vientiane to
collect the pay for Phoumi's forces.

The Premier also professed willingness to accept
representatives of Phoumi into the Government, pro-
vided that members of the NLHX were admitted also.
The Ambassador protested vigorously, saying such a
policy would lead to disaster for Laos and would cost
Souvanna the support of the US which could not afford
to support a Government including "persons directed
by Communists." _

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 845, 29 Oct 60.
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5 Nov

In a message to Ambassadors Brown and Johnson the
Secretary of State agreed that Phoul should explgre

the situation and sound out views of key geople at
Luang Prabang, Vientiane, and Savannakhet" in order to:
1) .develop a solution to the Laotian problem; and 2)
Provide a basis ior assessing the soundness of the Us
plan to promote him to the premiership (see item 28
October 60). The Secretary listed recent developments
that indicated Souvanna's failure to stem the growing
influence of the Pathet Lao in the governmment: 1) the
formation on 31 October of the National Neutrality and
Unity Committee with Kong Le as an officer; 2) the
"coordination and liaison' with the Pathet Lao on the
part of Colonel Kouprasith (a FAL Battalion Commander)
in his maneuver to gain control of the forces in the
Paksone-Pah Cedinnh arza: and 3) the recent promotion of
several NLKEX sympathizers to responsible offices in the
royal government. ~

The Secretary believed that the non-Communist element
who feared Souvanna's orientation toward the Pathet Lao
would gravitete to Phoui, thereby, Pathet Lao-NLHX
influence would be arrested and reversed. The Secretary
also reminded the Ambasszdors that Phoui's attitude
toward Laotian neutrality, ard willingness to work with
Phoumi, made him most acceptcbvle to the US.

(S) sy, SecState to Vientiane, 486, 4 Nov 60; (S)
Msg, Bangkok to Sec3tate, 786, 3 Nov 60.

In a2 message to Ambassador Brown the Assistant Secretary

~ of State outlined the US position on the presence of UN

7 Nov

representatives in Laos. The US had supported the
existence of UN economic and technical advisors in Laos
because they served as a deterrent to Communist external
aggression and discouraged Communist assistance to
internal insurgency. Uiloreover, UN economic and technical
aild assisted in developing Laos as a unified nation
(an expressed objective of the US (see item 23 November
60). However, the US had rejected the presence of UN
military observers in Laos because it would require
action by the Security Council. The US believed any
appeal to the Council by Lazos at this time, in the
absence of any clear-cut case of Communist intervention,
"could be most unfortunate” and would lead to an ill-
timed general discussion in the UN of the Lao situation.
Fearing a direct approach to the Security Council by
Souvanna, the Assistant Secretary ordered the Ambassador
to report to the Department of State any instructions
sent by the UN Secretary General to his representative
in Laos in reply to Souvanna's request for military
observers. .

(S) Msg, AsstSec3tate to Vientiane, 491, 5 Nov €O.

In a memorandum to the Under Secretary of State for
Political Affairs, the Chairman, JCS, stated his views
on the feasibility of using; officers as advisors

to Laotian Battalions. The. unit that might provide
advisors was the
If the officers 1n this unit, said the Chairman, were
assigned a5 advisors to the Laotian Army, even at the
rate of one per battalion, in all but two cases the
advisors would be equal or lower in rank than the
Battalion Commanders; it was virtually certain that
Laotian Battalion Commanders would not cooperate fully
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8 Nov

Q Nov

with a Juniort—officer. On the other hand, ex-
perience indicatea that Southeast Asia indigenous forces
regard US officers in a better light. The Chairman
recocmmended, therefore, that, in lisu of arranging for
the assignment ofq’officers to the Laotian Army,
steps be taken “o—errange for the assignment of US
ZGV§sors at the pattalion level. (See item 2 December
0. »

(TS) Jcs 1992/870, 3 Nov 60, JMF 9155 2/9105
(12 Aug 60).

In a message to the Secrotary of State, Ambassador Brown
reviewed the recent political cevelopments in Laos
and made several recommendations to effect a unification
of the non-Communist elements. The Ambassador viewed
the appezrance of Phoui as a nossible bridge between
Souvanna and Pnoumi, and togetner with the decision of
Souvannez’ and the Assembly fo send a delegation to
negotiate with the Savannakhet leaders, as the last
chance for a negotiated settlement. He recommended
that the US: 1) wurge Souvanna and his Assembly
delegates to nropose reasonable conditions for national
unification and be willing to accept reasonable pro-
posals from Savannakhet, 2) bring similar pressure to
bear on Phoumi and urge him to dissolve his committee
and reach a compromise witihh Scuvanna in the formation
of a2 new grvermment; 3) emprhasize to Phoui that while
the US still regarded him as an "instrument to bring
about a Lao solution,™ he must not disrupt. the activities
being initiated between Souvanna and Phoumi.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 889, 8 Nov 60.

In a message to Ambassador Brown the Secretary of State,
after again reviewing the growing influence of the Pathet
Lao in the Royal Laotian Government (see item 4 November
€0),expounded on the existing political and military
situatlon in Laos and on US plans for solving the
present crisis. Among his lengthy observations on the
exlsting political and military situation in Laos the
Secretary mentioned: 1) the non-Communist element in
Vientiane wielded little power:; in fact, power in the
capital could be determined only by force of arms; 2)
appointment of Champa, an opportunist who often voted
with the NIHX, as governor of Sam Neua negated US hopes
for a new firmness in Souvanna's attitude toward the
leftists; 3) Kouprasith, the leader of the pro-
Souvanna military group, had worked in liaison with the
Pathet Lao and collaborated actively with them; 4) the
Pathet Lao remained the most significant single military
element in the country; in fact, the leftist military '
elements were now in "key positions and evidently had
complete freedom of action and access to supplies;’ and
5) Ouane's presence in Luang Prabang had resulted in
confusion among military leaders there, and in a
weakening in their resolve to resist the Pathet Lao.

The Secretary outlined the latest US plan: to
induce a quorum of the Assembly to meet freely in Luan%
Prabang to form a new government (see item 28 October 60)
Even though this might simply result in a reshuffling
of the cabinet and retention of Souvanna as Premier,
it could strengthen the anti-Pathet Lao forces. The
Secretary expressed the hope that Phoui might still be
appointed Premier, but admitted this seemed more remote
now. And although Phoumi might be responsible for the




10 Nov

10 Nov

present political impasse among the non-Communist
elements, the Secretary believed him to be an essential
anti-Communist counterweight to Souvanna's leftist
tendencies. Furthermore, to exert the kind of pressure
needed to curb Phoumi would have the gravest reper-
cussions among ‘ne anti-Communist nations of Southeast:
Asia.

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 498, 9 Nov 60

The Secretary of State ordered Ambassador Brown to
proceed with the implementation of the recently approved
US plan to replace Souvanna with Phoui (see item 9
November 60). He ordered the Ambassador to approach

the three major parties separately as follows:

1) Phoui should be informed that the US favored
his having a Iree hand in executing his plan for con-
vening a conference of the major non-Communist elements
and the US should suppo:rt him in any reasonable pro-
posal he might make. The development of circumstances
leading to his elevation to premiership, however,
"should be & purely Lao movement toward Phoui.” The
part played by the US should be revealed as little as
possible.

2) To Souvanna, the Ambzssador should express US
concern over possible inclusion of NLIX in the cabinet,
a move that the US considered "disastrous." He might
also express to Souvanna the deep concern of the US over
the apparent united front nature of the recently formed
Committee of Neutrality since, as proved in other
countries, this usually resulted in complete Communist
domination.

3) The Ambassador should inform Phoumi that it
would be to his advantage to participate in Paoui's
discussions. %Yhile not revealing to him the US support
of Phoui, Corcoran (US official at Savannakhet) could
tell Phoumi that the US was inalterably opposed to the
inclusion of the NLHX in the government and suggest that
if he and Boun Oum made constructive proposals to
Assembly delegates, the delegates might be influenced
in their favor.

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 501, 10 Nov 60.

The Secretary of State informed the US Ambassador in
Laos that, since it was now almost certain that con-

-tinuation of Souvanna as Prime Minister would result
1in the loss of Laos to the lYest and a disastrous dis-.

1llusionment of Thailand and Vietnam, the US was
determined to establish a new Laotian Government without
Souvanna. To achieve this, the Secretary indicated, the
US risked a "reaction" by the Pathet Lao backed by
intermational Communism, and trouble with its allies
France and the UK. However, it had come to the
reluctant conclusion that "risks should be faced now
rather than later when they might have to be faced
under yet less favorable circumstances." The Secretary
still hoped the change in government might be ac-
complished through the efforts of Phoui "along the
lines” of oprevious US plans (see item 28 October 60).
The Secretary stated, however, that the US was determined
to proceed with whatever courses would be open to 1t
if plans involving Pnoui should fail.

(TS) Msg., SecState to Vientiane, 502, 10 Nov 60.
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11 Nov

14 Nov

16 Nov

16 Nov

Following the defection of the capital garrison under
Major Baunpheun Isixiengmay to the Rightist camp, the
royal capital of Luang Prabang fell to the Phoumi
faction in a bloodless ccup.

On the same day in a message to CINCPAC, the JCS
warned of a possible airborne counterattack by Kong Le
against Luang Prabang, and ordered CINCPAC to watch
developments closely with a view to taking any feasible
action to deny to Kong Le resources in aircraft and POL.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 11 Nov 60, DA-OUT 985720,
JCS Secretariat; NYT, 12 Nov 69, 1; AP, 11 Nov 60.

Ambassador Brown reported to the Secretary of State that
Souvanna planned to attack Luang Prabang. Since Phoumi
had not responded to his offer for negotiation (see item
8 November 60) and continued “o conspire against the
Royal Leotian Government, Souvanna declared he had no
alternative but to use lorce to establish the legal
government's authority in the royal capital. He in-
formed Ambassador Brown that he would not collaborate
with the Pathet Lao in this operation, but at the same
time, he would be unable to prevent the Pathet Lao from
attacking Phoumi elsewhere. Souvanna also informed the
Ambassador that in view of Pihnumi's intransigence, the
Premier might have to reconsider the government's policy
on US aid to Phoumi.

The Ambassador pointed out to the Secretary that if
Souvanna carried out his threat to attack, it would
place the US in the position of openly supporting a
rebel force against the legal government.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 925, 14 Nov 60.

Ambassador Brown submitted several recommendations to
the Secretary of State regarding US aid to Laos.  The
Ambassador urged that: 1 the US should continue to
oppose an attack by Phoumi on Vientiane (unless the
Pathet Lao initiated an offensive against that city),
and should refuse to support him in any action against
Vientiane or Luang Prabang, such as an airlift for his
troops, unless and until the King established a new
government favored by the US. 2 if requested, the US
should provide equipment and supplies for the anti-
Pathet Lao forces under Kouprasith's personel control,
with adequate supervision by the PEO; and 3) in view
of the weak position of Phoui, the "lukewarm" reaction
of Phoumi to a national coalition of anti-Communists,
and the '"spinelessness" of tne King, the US should
"sit tight" in Laos, at least until the attitudes of
Ouane and Kouprasith were clarifiled.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 935, 16 Nov 60.

The 13th Conference of SEATO military advisors met in
Bangkok to agree on a revision of defense plans to meet
Communist internal threats in the treaty area. The
representative of Thailand, who had been urging SEATO
action in Laos since the 9 August coup, contended that
SEATO's present defense plans were based on "a pro-
Western Laos and therefore are now outmoded." He
admitted that his government's faith in the alliance
had been "shaken a lot" by recent events in Laos and
that it was “watching the attitude adopted by SEATO in
the immediate future.” The US representative, Admiral




16 Nov

17 Nov

18 Nov

19 Nov

21 Nov

Felt (CINCPAC), assured the conference that US forces
in the Pacific "stand ready to come to the aid of the
alliance and will fight to protect the independence of
the free men in Asia." (See item 12 December 60.)

AP, 17, 18 Nov 60; Deadline Data.

Ambassador Brown informed the Secretary of State that
it appeared clearly unlikely that the King would con-
vene a three-party conference in Luang Prabang as ad-:
vocated by Phoui and the US (see item 9 November 60).
Moreover, the Ambassador interpreted the current trend
in Laos as being strongly in favor of a Phoumi govern-
ment. He also reported that military action at this
time was improbable since Souvanna had sent Ouane
(lately replaced as Commander in Chief by the King) to
Savannakhet to attempt further negotiations with Phoumi.
For his part, Phoumi had assured the US that he was not
going to attack Vientiane at the present time. The
Ambassador also indicated that the two major uncer-
fainties in the Laotlan situation were the loyalties of
Ouane and Kouprasith.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 935, 16 Nov 60.

General Ouane Rathikone, the former commander of the
FAL, announced his defection to the rightist regime
of General Phoumi Nosavan. Premier Souvanna placed the
blame for these defections on US moral and military
support of. Phoumi. :

AP, 17 Nov 60; NYT, 20 Nov 60.

The Royal Laotian Government issued a communique
announcing the signing of a2 preliminary agreement with
the Pathet Lao calling for: 1) the immediate arrange-
ment of a cease-fire between the Pathet Lao and Royal
Government forces; 2) the formation of a government
of national unity that would include representatives
of the NLHX as well as of the Phoumi group. The
communique also announced that the Royal Government
intended to accept aid from China and North Vietnam,
to dispatch good will missions to these countries for
the exchange of economic and cultural relations, and
to undgrtake "good neighborly relations with Peoples of
China.”

(U) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 950, 18 Nov 60,
NYT, 19 Nov 60, 1. :

Ambassador Brovn forwarded to the Department of State
a French diplomatic representative's flat admission
that France could see as a solution in Laos only a
national union government, including NLHX. The French
saw no reason for the removal of Souvanna,; but if this
eventuality should occur, the French would reject Phoul
as a successor, and put forward as their candidate
Pheng Phongsavan.

%S)-Vientiane to SecState, 955, 19 Nov 60.

After consultation with the Department of State, the
JCS ordered CINCPAC to remove all restraints on military
operations by Phoumi in the event government troops
attacked Luang Prabang, and to support him if he proved
willing to fight. The JCS also ordered CINCPAC to
furnish all necessary CAT aircraft for Phoumi's
operations.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 21 Nov 60, DA-OUT 986140,
JCS Secretariat.

_ Ll




21 Nov

23 Nov

23 Nov

Premier Souvanna Phouma informed Ambassador Brown that
as a result of his successful negotiations with the
Pathet Lao (see item 18 November 60), he was requesting
the King to assemble in Luang Prabang, under a
guarantee of safe conduct, representatives o the Pnoumi
faction, the P:=thet Lao, and the Royal Government in
order to form a national unity government:. Although
Souphanouvong (leader of the Pathet Lao) had refused

to collaborate with Phoumi and Boun Oum personally,
Souvanna assured the Ambassador that a place would be
found in the new government for Phoumi.

In the same conversation with the Ambassador, the
Premier defended his policy of accepting aid from China
and North Vietnam: "it was a consistent policy of the
government that it would accept ald from any source if
offered without strings.” He admitted, however, that
this ‘did not imply diplomatic relations with either
country. He defined his "good neighbor relations with
China” as simply borcder trade and official contacts
to handle torder incidents. The Premier also claimed
that the northeast city of Sam Neua had been returned
to the control of his government by the Pathet Lao,
but admitted that he had left Pathet Lao officials in
charge.

%s) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 968, 21 Nov 60.

In a formal note delivered to Ambassador Brown, the
Royal Laotian Government requested the immediate
cessation of all US aid to the rebel forces of General
Phoumi Nosavan. The note declared the existing US
policy of supporting the Phoumi rebellion contrary to
the objectives of the three power ministerial meeting
of 23 September (see item), which affirmed the legality
of the Souvanna government and pladged the preservation
of Laotian territorial unity. The note charged that
the US aid to Phoumi encouraged the rebellion and thus
endangered Laotian unity.

(C) Vientiane to State, 973, 23 Nov 60.

In a message to the JCS, CINCPAC argued that at least'
one Phoumi military victory was required as a pre-

condition to any acceptable political solution of the

Laotian problem. Without such a victory, he warned,
the political solution sought by the US was doomed to
fallure because Souvanna and Souphanouvong could out-
maneuver any of the anti-Communist leaders in their
discussions scheduled to take place before the King
(see item 21 November 60). Moreover, the restrictions
placed on Phoumi's military operations by the US State
Department could assure Souvanna a military as well as
a political victory at Luang Prabang. To avoid this
"king-sized booby trap for the anti-Communist forces,”
CINCPAC urged that the US: 1) remove all restrictions
placed on Phoumi's forces so that Souvanna could not
proceed with impunity in his political and military
maneuvering. 2) as an absolute minimum, allow Phoumi
to initiate attacks in support of his forces in Luang
Prabang. and 3) continue to stall on Souvanna's
request for cessation of US support to Phoumi. (See
item 2 December 60.)
(S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 23 Nov 60, 498, JCS

Secretariat.




24 Nov

25 Nov

26 Nov

26 Nov

TeoNs e BN T e

At the request of Souvanna Phouma, a US mission flew
to Luang Prabang to persuade the King to call a
conference of all national elements as suggested by
the Premier. (See item 21 MNovember 60.)

~ NYT, 25 Nov 60, 6.

The Associated Press reported that Premier Souvanna
Phoumz had moved his forces from Vientiane to a position
65 miles south of Luang Prabang, but was withholding
orders to attack until a decision was made by the King
concerning the proposed meeting of all national
elements. (See items 14 and 21 December 60.)

AP, 25 Nov 60.

The Secretary of State transmitted to Ambassador Brown
the US reply to the Royal Laotian Government's note of

- 22 November {see itzm), for delivery to the Prime

Minister on 23 November. The note reaffirmed the US
desire to maintain the independence and territorial
integrity of Laos and characterized US aid to Laos
since 1957 ¢3 an effort to insure this objective. It
defended its support of Phoumi by referring to the
agreement between Ambacsador Brown and Souvanna Phouma
on 19 Oc*ober (see item) which provided that the US
could furnish aid directly to regions outside Vientiane.
Moreover, the note recuestecd a clarification of the
terms “rzhels” and "all aid” mantioned in the Laotian
note. (If the term "rebel" was meant to be interpreted
in 1ts broadest sense, the note pointed out, US aid
would be denied to four-fifths of the kingdom. If this
occurred, the note asked, how could national recon-
ciliation be brought about?)

Tne Ambassador was also instructed to inform
Souvanna orally that: 1) in recent informal meetings
the foreign ministers of the US, UK, and France had
discussed the Laotian problem and had agreed on common
objectives in their policy toward that nation; 2)
contrary to Souvanna's claim, the denial of US aid to
the Savannakhet forces would have resulted in the
establishment of a revolutionary govermment many months
ago; and 3) the civil war Souvanna charged the US
with inciting in Laos was being prevented at this time
only through the efforts of the US, which was helping
"patriotic Lao find a basis of agreement."

In a covering message to Ambassador Brown the
Secretary of State admitted that the US faced a dilemma:
the Laotian note could not be disregarded, but at the
same time the US could not abandon the anti-Communist
forces in Laos. The US note represented a temporizing
action until the removal of Souvanna could be effected.
The Secretary also promised to inform the UK, France,
and Australia, in order to enlist their aid in warning
Souvanna of the dangers inherent in his present policy.
(See item 26 November 60.)

(S) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 557, 26 Nov 60.

The Secretary of State informed Ambassador Brown of
the results of US meetings with UK, French and
Australian representatives concerning US-Laotian ex-
change of notes (see items 23 and 26 November 60).
The US had asked its allies to use their good offices
with Souvanna to change his present course of action,
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stressing Souvanna's 1solation (he had only nominal
control of Vientiane), and his increasing dependence
on the Pathet Lao internally and on Communist aid

. internationally. The US had claimed that its eiforts

had so far prevented civil war, the secession of the

cf the Savannclinet leadership, and the establishment

of a revolutionary government. The US also had warned
of the far reaching consequences to Laos and all South-
east Asia il Souvanna persisted in his request that

the US cut off all aid to four-fifths of Laos.

In reply to the US request: 1) France had
indicated that it still supported Souvanna as the only
hope of a peaceful settlement of the Laotian problem,
2) Australia had mentioned its continued opposition
to Phoumi who, it belleved, should be supporting
Souvanna, and 3) the UK had agreed to influence
Souvarna to call off his attack on Luang Prabang, but

_ had refused to use its influence to alter his other

26 Nov

26 Nov

28 Nov

30 Nov

actions.
S) Msg. SecState to Vientiane et al, 558, 26
Nov ©€0.

It was rezported that King Savang Vathana rejected the
conference proposed by Souvemna, consisting of all
Laotian political elements (see items 21 and 24 November

60) .

Souvanna's troops were marching on the royal capital.
but many were defecting to Phoumi's rebels.
NYT, 27 Nov 60, 10.

‘The Royal Laotian Government lodged a formal protest

with Theailand over the continued blockade of the Lao
kingdom (see item 26 October 60). The Government
claimed that the Thai blockade was ”throttllng the
economy of Vientiane and other areas.

AP, 26 Nov 60

The French Charge at Washington delivered his govern-
ment's reply to the Department of State's request for
its good offices in persuading Souvanna to resign
(see item 26 November 60). The French declined the
US request.

While the French were not enthusiastic about
Souvanna's recent pro-Communist actions (see item 9
November 60), they disagreed with the US assessment of
Phoumi's strength. Rejecting the US contention that
Phoumi commands the allegiance of four-fifths of Laos,
the French submitted that the majority of Laotians
were profoundly neutralist, and only a few officers
and officials were controlled by Phoumi. Moreover, the
French believed Souvanna's recent pro-Communist bent
ascribable to the sealing off of other courses by
Savannakhet's belligerence.

(8) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 562, 29 Nov 60.

In a speech before the lower house of parliament,

" Prime Minister Nehru reaffirmed his government's

support of Souvanna Phouma and declared that the only
way to save Laos would be to exclude the influence of
the major powers, who were introducing the cold war
into Southeast Asia.

(U) New Delhi to SecState, G-307. 20 wuv bU.
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30 Nov

30 Nov

In 2 message to the JC3 CINCPAC warned that the
meeting of the Lao assembly in Luang Prabang which the
US had been supporting (see item 9 November 60), might
result in e political stalemate with Souvanna pressing
for a coalition govermnment znd the Phoumi group ade-
manding the ou.cer of the Souvanna government. Wnile
CINCPAC preferred "an adequate political solution to a
military contest," he believed that a political stale-
mate would be a prelude to renewed military action,
and warned that, 'our friends in Laos must be in a
strong military posturz in order to prevail."

(S) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, 30 Nov 60, 6828/TAE/EM,
JCS Secretariat. _

Ambassador Brown reported a conversation with Souvanna
concerning the US note of 28 November (see item 26
November 60}, during which Scuvanna replied to that
note's requests for clarificution of the terms "all
aid" and "rebels.” The “aid" which Souvanna opposed
was the supplying of arms and munitions to forces
which migh® turn these supplies against his regime.
Souvanna obv.iously included Phoumi in this category of
potential insurrectionists against his regime; while
he did rot classify Phoumi as “rebel," Souvanna
pointedly omitted Savancakh2t when he defined "loyal"
areas. The only areas whiic: Souvanna considered loyal
were Pnorg Saly, Sam HNeua, and Vientiane. :

(S) Vientizne to SecState, 1024, 30 Nov 60.
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1 Dec

2 Dec

2 Dec

At a meeting in Washington between British and French
representatives and Under Secretary of State Merchant
it was concluded that the most complete and pressing
disparity between these powers' positions was their
complete disagreement concerning the feasibility of
Pathet Lao rerresentation in any coalition cabinet.

During the discussion, Under Secretary Merchant
indicated that the US assessment of the military ‘
situation was that the anti-Communist forces were now

"substantially superior" in capability and morale
than in previous months.

(S) secState to Vientiane, 582, 2 Dec 60.

The JCS ordered CINCPAC to restrict Phoumi's military
operations until further notice. CINCPAC could
continue, hcwever, the cauticus use of CAT aircraft
to supply Luang Prabang 'as unobtrusively as
possible." The Departments of State and Defense had
concurred that Phoumi should defend and consolidate
any positions he occupied north of the Nam Ca Dinh
River and -=hould clear the enemy from positions south
of the river. The JCS informed CINCPAC, however, ‘
that should the RLG/PL forces attack Luang Prabang,
the above restrictions on Phoumi should be immediately
rescinded. [See :i‘tem 23 iI sember 60,)

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, DA 980730, 2 Dec 60,
JCS S=zcretariat.

In response to the 7 November memorandum cf the
Chairman, JCS (see item), the Under Secretary of
State for Political Affairs stated that although he
agreed with the objective of making Laotian battalims
fully effective, he did not think the Chairman's
proposeal concerning the assignment of US advisors to
the battalions was "practicable at this time. The
Under Secretary's principal reasons for his negative
reply were as follows: :

1) Laotian leaders could be expected to be
unreceptive to the proposal.

2) The assignment of US personnel to combat
units whose legal status was equivocal presented an
unacceptable risk; moreover, the "legal government"
would have strong grounds for accusing the US of
intervention; and the capture of killing of US
personnel under these circumstances would have "most
serious internaticnal consequences, not the least of
which would be to offer the Vietminh a ready excuse
to intervene militarily.'

]

3) No action like that proposed by the Chairman
should be taken until "there 1s a new unified govern-
ment with which we can work across the board and
throughout the country"; even then there would remain
the problem of the Geneva Agreement which prohibited
the entry of foreign military personnel into Laos
except as specified (see Introduction).

NeVertheless, said the Under Secretary, the
State Department shared the Chairman's view that
Phoumi's forces needed qualified advisors.
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3 Dec

il

4 Dec

(TS) Memo. UnderSecState for Pol ALf to cJCcs,
"Advisors for “attalions of the Lao Army, 2 Dec oO

JMF 9155.2/9105 (12 Aug 60).

Ambassador Brown relayed to the Secretary of State
the substance of 'a conversation with Souvanna in
which Souvanna claimed that the mission of Somsanith
to Savannakhet to persuade Phoumi to attend a con-
ference in Luang “rabang (see item 21 November 60),
had produced encouraging results. Phoumi ostensibly
had agreed that a national unity government includi
NLHX was necessary and that strict neutrality must
be the posi“ion of such a government. A Savannakhet
delegation had been invited vo Vientiane for further
negotiatiors.

(S) Vientiane to SecState, 1049, 3 Dec 60,

CINCPAC agec.n advocated to the JCS that restrictions
on Phoumi's actions be raised. He pointed out that
Souvanna's latest maneuver, substituting a meeting of
the Assembly in Vientiane for the one planned in
Luang Prabang, placed the Ausembly under Kong Le's
guns and insured an outcomes favorabls to Souvanna.

He warne4 that the restriction of Phoumi gave
Souvanna a significant advantage. In CINCPAC's view,
Ambassador Brown should protest Souvanna's decision
to convene the Assembly in Vientlane; increased

pressure by Phoumi would lend obvious support to the

Ambassador's protestations, and in this manner
Souvanna might be foiled in his attempt to constitute
a government which would include NLHX.

(TS) Msg, CINCPAC to JCS, DA-IN 2311, 4 Dec 60,
JCS Secretariat.

Ambassador Brown transmitted to the State Department
the Royal Laotian Government's official reply to the
US note of 28 November (see item 26 Novemberg; After
appropriate expressions of gratitude, the Laotlan
Government nonetheless declared that:

. . in view of the present domestic situation
that has developed in the Kingdom since the
month of November, 1960, [US aid] could not be
continued without serious danger unless it
were readapted to the situation.

While financial, economic, technical, and medical aid
were welcomed for all of lLaos, the Laotian Government
demanded that military aid be restricted to "troops
that remain loyal to the legal government" (see 1tem
30 November)

On the same day, the Secretary of State instructed
Ambassador Brown to reply orally to Souvanna's note.
The Ambassador was ordered to inform Souvanna that:

1. No arms or ammunition had been brought into

Laos since Souvanna's oral explanation to Ambassador
Brown on 30 November 60 (see item).
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7 Dec

7 Dec

.8 Dec

8 Dec

2. Since the US considered Phouml an essential
deterrent to a Pathet Lao and Viet Minh takeover in
Laos, 1t requested assurances that no 'procedural
obstacles'" would be interposed by the Royal Laotilan
Government to the supply of food, clothing, rpay,
medicine, and gasoline to the Savannakhet forces.
Moreover, any moderating US influence upon Phoumi
was contingent upon continued US assistance, and if
denied this assistance, Phoumi might resort to
desperate action leading to civil war.
' (S) Msgs, Vientiane to SecState,
SecState to Vientiane, 595, 6 Dec 60.

1084, C 'Dec 60;

Colonel Kouprasith informed the US Army Attache in
Vientiane that a coup d'etat would commence in
Vientiane in the early morning of 8 December.
Kouprasith zlso revealed th2t General Phoumil was
being kept informed of 211 .evelopments, and that a
force air-lifted from Savannakhet was expected to
participate. (See item 8 December 60.)

(S) Msg, CSA to JCS, unnumbered, 7 Dec 60, CJCS
091 (Laos, .

Ambassador 3Brown reported to the Secretary of State
that Fuaoumi's forces were advancing towards Vientiane,
and that plans for a ?2howni coup were well advanced
within Vientliane. That tihe Government forces were
aware o the imminerice of attack was manifested by
intensive security precautions.

The successful "exfiltration" of a quorum of
assembly members from Vientiane (see item 9 November
60) thus was becoming increasingly impracticable.

The military developments were diminishing chances
for an early favorable political solution. Ambassadr
Brown foresaw the predicament of two exlsting and
distinct governments in lLaos--one supported by a
lonely US, the other supported by "everybody else."

Ambassador Brown nonetheless agreed that the
present course of a Pnouml advance together with an
engineered coup was the best of the several

'unsatisfactory alternatives.

(TS) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 1081, 7 Dec 60.

In the morning hours, an uprising, prearranged by
Phouml and Colonel Kouprasith, endeavered to seize
control of Vientiane. Kouprasith issued a statement
pledging support to Souvanna's brand of neutralism.

Souvanna, interpreting the coup as support for
his regime, cooperated by ordering the restriction,
under guard,of leftist elements within Vientiane who
were opposing his negotiations with Phoumi. 1In a
related move, Souvanna also stripped Kong Le of his
milita power.

(§¥ DIB, 8 Dec 60, J-2 Files; NYT, 9 Dec 60, 1.

The Chief of Staff, Army, recommended to the Chairman,
JCS, that the Chairman inform the Under Secretary of
State that it was the considered opinion of the JCS
that Winthrop Brown should be immediately replaced as
Ambassador to Laos. The Chief of Staff, Army, had
become increasingly disturbed by the 'negative and
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defeatist attitude" of the Ambassador who had
"consistantly negated or hindered the carrying out

of US policy in lLaos.
(S) CSAM 430-60, 8 Dec 60, CJCS 091 (Laos).

8 Dec The Chief, P=(, informed CINCPAC that the US Military

: Liaison Advisor to Phoumi, warning that the rate of
Phoumi's buildup at Vientiane was dangerously slow
and that the risk of a successful PL reaction to the
pro-Phoumi uprising was increased thereby, had
requested Ambassador Brown's permission to use CAT
aircraft for the airlift of Phoumi's troops.
Ambassador Brown hacd vetoed the request.

The Chief, PEO, informed CINCPAC that he con-
curred in Ambassador Brown's decision; the Cnilef,
PEO, agreec. that the request "did not meet the
criteriz [set by] JCS directives."

The Secretary of State approved Ambassador
Brown's veto of CAT participation in Phoumi's troop
1ift into rhe Vientlane area. Since Phoumi's
success depended upon deployment with maximum speed,
however, he authorized Brown to use CAT aircraft
"where ycu feel acceptance of additional political
risk (was] justified by chances of achieving the
result we desire.

(T3) Msg, SecState to Vientiane, 603, 8 Dec 60;
(S) Msg, CHPEO, Laos to CINCPAC, 9867, 8 Dec 6o JCS
Secretariat.

9 Dec - Kong Le, undeceived by Kouprasith's stratagem of
neutral prouncements (see item 8 December go),
directed a counter-coup that seized control of major
portions of Vientiane. Most significantly, Kong Le
was in firm command of the Vientiane airfield, and
thus in a2 position to receive massive resuoply by
Soviet airlift.

Souvanna, now utterly powerless, fled the
country during the evening, while Vientiane awaited
the approach of Pathet Lao reinforcements for Kong
Le from the north and Phoumi columns from the east
and west.

(TS) Vientiane to SecState, 1102, 9 Dec 60;

(U) Vientiane to SecState, 1097, 9 Dec 50; NYT,
10 Dec 60, 1.

11 Dec Quinim Polsena, pro-Communist Minister of Information
in Souvanna's disbanded cabinet, announced his
assumption of the premiership. Quinim derived his.
support from Kong Le's pro-Pathet Lao forces.

NYT, 12 Dec 60, 1.

11 Dec The Secretary of State suggested that the US . :
Representative call a special session of the SEATO
Council of Representatives to consult on new threats
to the Treaty area caused by developments in Laos.
The US hoped to extract a statement from the SEATO
Council that would put the Communists on notice of
SEATO vigilance and provide reassurance to US allies
and others in the Treaty area.

At the request of the US Representatives, a
meeting of the SEATO Council was held in Bangkok on
15 December 60,

(c) Msg, SecState to Bangkok, 835, 11 Dec 60;
NYT, 16 Dec 60, 1.
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12 Dec

In a lengthy cable Ambassador Brown presented the
Secretary of State with a 1list of possible charges
that might be brought against US actions in Laos and
a corresponding 1ist of detailed answers that might

. be used to refute these charges.

12 Dec

12 Dec

12-13 Dec

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, 1143, 13 Dec 60.

The US Ambassador to Cambodia, William C. Trimble,
reported that Cambodia, in transmissions to the UN
Secretary-General, was continuing to amplify its
proposal for a "neutral belt" comprising Cambodia

and Laos (see item 29 September 60). Amplification
of the suggestion was being provided to the Secretar-
iat General, UN, for discussion purposes.

Cambodia considered that no foreign bases should
exist in either country and opoth countries should
proclaim their refusal to pzarticipate in any alliance.
Bloc and Yestern nations then should renounce all
forms of subversion, open and clandestine. Finally,

a UN commission of three authentic neutrals--as
distinguisi2d from representatives of the three
world groupings--should police this settlement.

(U) Msg, Phnom Penh to SecState, 6444 [sic],
12 Dec 60. ' ,

The I=2otian National Assembly, in session at
Savannakhet, voted to discsolve the Souvanna Govern-
ment (to which Quinim had claimed succession--see
item 11 December 60); and, under powers conferred

by the King in Royal Ordinance 283, the Revolutionary
Committee in Savannakhet formed a Provisional
Government of Laos.

On 13 December information reached Vientiane
that King Savang Vathana had withdrawn his support
from Quinim. Concurrently, Boun Oum was heading a
delegation from Savannakhet to Luang Prabang that
expected to receive the King's approval for the
formation of a permanent pro-Western government.

Quinim's reply to reports of the King's decision
was that he considered the King to be "under duress,"
and that he himself was under no obligation to obey.

(S) Msg, Vientiane to SecState, unnumbered,

21 Dec 60; (U) Vientiane to SecState, DA-IN 842248,
13 Dec 60; NYT, 13 Dec 60, 12; 14 Dec 60, 19.

Ambassador Trimble reported to the Secretary of

State the views of Souvanna upon his status vis-a-vis
the Laotian Government. Souvanna insisted that he
and hils cabinet were still the legal government,
having merely temporarily vested power in the general
staff. Since his government as a whole thus had
turned over the reins to the army, Souvanna con-
sidered Quinim's use of cabinet rank as the basis for
assuming power to be illegal.

Ambassador Trimble urged upon the Department of
State the necessity of Souvanna's removal from Phnom
Penh before Cambodian Premier Sinhanouk's return
from a Bloc tour. Trimble considered that these two
men, if together, would encourage each other in anti-
Western activities.

_53-




13 Dec

14 Déc ‘

14 Dec

Trimble considered that Souvanna's removal to
Luang Prabang might be effected if the King ccnvoked
the assembly and guaranteed Souvanna's personal
safety. On 13 Decembe:r the Department of State,
although considering such a move by the King unlikely,
instructed Arnassador Brown to extract similar
assurances of safety from Phoumi. The Department of
State accepted Trimble's evaluation of the peril of
Sinhanouk"s influence upon Souvanna and reasoned
further that Souvanna, if in Luang Prabang, would be
effectively isolated from both Communist diplomats
and the world press.

Ambassador Trimble also relayed to the Secretary
of State on 13 December the comment by the Secretary
General of tne Cambocdian Forelgn Ministry that
Cambodia by no means was eaz2r to be an active base
of overations for the fleeing Souvanna clique.

(8] 1’53, SecState to Vientiane, 633 13 Dec 60;
(c) Msg, Thnom Penh to SecState, 660, 12 Dec 60, and
699, 13 Dr=2 60.

In a note a=livered to the US Ambassador the Soviet
Government charged the US with a "glaring violation"
of Article 12 of the Geneva Conference Declaration

of 1954, In support of 1ts charge, the USSR outlined

in cons’derable detail "US intervention in the
interrnal affzairs of Laos" by its overt support of

the forces in rebellion against the legal government
of Laos. The note placed on the US all responsibility
for the consequences '"which can arise as a result of
the aggressive actions of the United States and some
of i1ts allies in the SEATO military bloc.

¢ (U) Dept of State Bulletin, vol XLIX (2 Jan 61),
16-17.

The Laotian Desk Officer of British Foreign Office
registered a British evaluation of the Pathet Lao
danger and of the Phoumi leadership with a US Embassy
official. The British considered that the Pathet Lao
could not be defeated militarily, but could be
controlled as a political party. Moreover, the

British official sooke of the Savannakhet Cabinet as

"a disreputable crew.
(C) Msg, London to SecState, 2563, 15 Dec 60.

The Department of State informed Under Secretary
Merchant in Paris that the US had decided not to
prefer charges before the Security Council against
the Soviet Union for its airlift in Laos. The
Department believed the psychological advantage of
initiating charges would be outweighed by the likely
outcome before the Council where both the US and
USSR would receive condemnation for their actions.
Moreover, in view of UK and French disenchantment
wilth the present US position, the US could not

"expect a propaganda victory in the Council. The

Department admitted, however, that this did not pre-
clude a US charge being made before the Ccuncil
should the situation change, or should it become clear
that the Soviets or others intended to request a
Council meeting on Laos. Meanwhile, the Department
requested comments upon the alternative course: that
the Laotian Ambassador circulate a note to all UN
members calling their attention to Soviet interven-
tion in Laos. :

(S) Msg, SecState to Paris, TOSEC 7, 14 Dec 60.
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14 Dec

14 Dec

15 Dec

15-16

Dec

Prime Minister Nehru suggested to the co-chairman (the UK
and the USSR) of the Geneva Conference that the ICC should
be reconvened in Laos. (See items 19, 20, 23, 25, 26, and
28 December 60.) ' ;

(C) Msg, New Delhi to SecState, 1259, 15 Dec 50; AP,
14 Dec €0.

The JCS notified CINCPAC of the following modificatione
in Ambassadcr Brown's instructions: 1) All restrictions
were removed on the use of CAT aircraft in support of the

"~ Phoumi forces; 2) The King or his Governmesnt were to be

encouraged to request US aid in any area required; and 2)
the Chief, FEQ, was to deal directly with Phouml concern-
ing the conduct of military operations.

(TS) Msg, JCS to CINCPAC, 987223, 14 Dec 50, JCS
Secretariat.

Ambassador Trimble forwarded to th= Secretary of State
the text of Souvanna's statement of his self-conceived
position in Taotian politics (see item 12 December 60).

"The government I head has nct resigned. I have
merely entrusted the General Staff with the Direction
of the country temporarily.

". . . the hinz ceclared that my govermnment fell
on December 9 and entrusted the Revolutionary Committee
in Savannalthet temporaril:: with governmental powers.
Even though the compositior. of the new cabinet has re-
ceived royal sanction, w2 consider it illegal, since it
was not established in accordance with constitutional
procedures.”

The Ambassador reported that Souvanna insisted he
was sti1ll the head of the government and was unwilling
to consider resigning as a patrlotic or humanitarian
gesture. Souvanna did indicate, however, that he would
pe willing to serve in a new cabinet "even in a minor
capacity such as Secretary of State," but was still con-
vinced that the government must include NLHX representa-
tives.

. (C) Msg,. Phnom Penh to SecState, 380 and 688, 15
Dec 60. :

The JCS informed CINCPAC that "executive decisions,' as
communicated to the CNO, and others, by the President's
Military Aide Brigadier General Goodpaster, '"permit[ted]"
the following actions to be taken in Laos, "if necessary
and requested by Laos':

a. Furnishing a fleld hospital.

b. Use of Thail aircraft for civil transport
(1nclud1ng movement of hospital) or transport of
military supplies.

c. Use of United States aircraft to trans-
port elther civilian or military supplies.

In addition, the JCS informed CINCPAC that '"favorable
response’ could be expected 1f the RLG requested the use
of Thal aircraft for reconnaissance over Laos.

On the following day, CINCPAC replied to the JCS that

the RTAF had only a limited and unreliable capability for
photo reconnaissance. CINCPAC considered it preferable
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wrat the Iaotizns request the US to previde "expert
nhecto reconnaissance.
(TS) Mag, JCS to CINCPAC, JIZ 2
(Tg) Hsz. CINCPAC to JCS, 130233C De
Sac Driwial, and P*eneh representactives in Wasiailington
reportzd co the DQDQP“"8ﬂb o: State that their
resp2ciive represenatives in Pancm Penh vicre toth
urgiu~ Socuvarns ¢ ”eject Ti2 Scuphanouvonyg invita-
Sicn o zo te Sam Neua, the nheadguarters oo the

-t
N

- -
Pathce ;ao. ~ ;
BN AR U Secéta:e to London. 2231, 13 Dec 0.

‘! [Sng
10 Dec Lritassador Jchnson :»2portad to the Secretary of
State that Lhe Thai Fereigzn Minister nad relayed to
the Ambassador :the results of Thal aerial reccn-
naissance at Vientiane. A tlight in which Prime
Minister Sarit narticipatald cosertuod thot the
V‘en‘iane Asnrficlid aad not bean damaged oy shell
fire, as rFhiormi claimed. The Thal Foreign Minlster
reporued this olxservation ac corroboration of tie
Thai contention that Phoumi's artillery was 1in-
comnetent. More generally, Ambassador Johnson
reported ~hat tne Thais considered Zinoumi undiscern-
ing, compiAacent, ana inexplicably reluctant to accept
Thal assistanze.
(TS) Msg, Burnguoi to SecStale, 1073, 17 Dec 50.

[
[WAY
v/
()
O

Amoassador Brown iorwarded to the Sezreta:ry of Statez

& note from Boun Oum declarinz the formatiorn under

Boun Oum of a new and royaily approved government.

In the same note Boun Cum requessted emergency aid

for the populaticn of Vientiane and military and

economic assistances for tile new regime. ) i
(U) Vientiane to SecState, urnnumbered. 1S Dec 50.

In a letter to the JCS, CINCPAC recommended that
action "be initiated to reach an agreed United States
position on a bilateral MAAG agreement for negotia-
“ion with Lacs upcn formation of a stable government
in that country." The Chief, PEO, said CINCPAC, had
been seriously handicapped in carrying out his .
mission by the lack of a bilateral agreement.
Further, the fact that PEO personnel performed their
duties as civilians had affected adversely PEO's
efforts, and resulted in the re-establishment cf
French infliuence in Vientiane.

)
M
)
[q¥)
0

Going on, CINCPAC stated that, "heretofore,"
political considerations had precluded the establlish-
ment cof a regular MAAG under the exlisting agreement
among the US, France, Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam.
Recent events suggested, hcwever, that to assure the
resolution cf the chaotlc conditiocns existing in
Laos in a manner consonant with US obJjectives, it
was essential that "an orthodox and overt MAAG be
established as soon as possible" (see item 23
December 60).

CINCPAC's letter enclosed a dra