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PREFACE

This Draft Report (DRR) describes the organization, adniinistration

foreign specialists. With the use of new primary soGrce mate £rom

This DRR discusses the possible link ]
for exploiting foreign POWs and AmericaniP@QW-MIAS:1ost during the Korean

‘War. 1In addition to archive materials, the:

project on World War II, the eaf
issues. Research for this paper
Defense for Policy a
(NDRI), a fede gch and development center sponsored by
the Office of Pefense and the Joint Staff.
The DDR is™¢’ d to be of interest to government officials,
private researchers family members of unrepatriated POW-MIAs

seeking information on”“the probability that American POWs were

to the USSR during the Korean War.
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SUMMARY

Sharashka, also referred to as Sharaga or "Paradise Is‘”ngs," were

secret scientific research or design facilities that ope | within the

Soviet GULAG system. The objective of this DRR is to g€s be the role

foreigners, specifically POWs, were forced to fulf;l

the Soviet Union. The second is to discu
structures that exploited foreign POWs
- themselves in the contact between Soviet fox

the Korean War.

Cold War in general and the Kore : i1cular. There are many
Eions in the Sharashka camps

Kopelev's Ease My Sorrow and

The First €iréle). This DDR is the first

x

‘Western literature that derives from primary

into the issue of American POWs in Sharashka camps.
Sections One and Two of this study provide background information
on the GULAG and Sharashka systems. Section Two also explores everyday

life in Sharashka camps. Section Three investigates the use of POWsS as

v
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researchers in Sharashka camps. Section Four discusses the problems of
locating documents pertaining to whether American MIA-POWs passed

through Sharashka camps between 1945 and 1953 and proposes a methodology

for future work on this topic.
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l. THE GULAG SYSTEM

Introduction
The purpose of this DRR is to explore the possibl etween
Soviet structures that were created to exploit forei ”': 5. of war

(POW) and American POWs and missing in action (MIAf:

War. The assertion tested in this DRR states t Soviet securit

forces would not have moved Americans from Ko o the USSR without a

compelling motive. One motive would have 'to extract defense and
security information from American persg ;n&ght have been

conducted by the MVD in order to provide adc 1l data to specialized

Soviet forced-labor research facilities (Sharashk A second movtive

would have been to conduct espionage operations iin the POW

population. These operations have been the responsibility

of the NKVD, could have been conduct ; China or on the

territory of the USSR. This DRR .véif e Soviet structures whose
purpose was to exploit foreign PO he territory of the USSR. The

issue is whether thi, tem was us

to exploit American POW-MIAs from

the Korean theater mbat operatidns.

The Gulag Syst
To set ﬁﬁ iscussion of the Sharashka system, one must

begin with a genera & iew of the Soviet GULAG system. In 1930,

Soviet dictator Josep :wﬁalin created the GULAG (Glavnoye upravleniye

~trudovykh iagerei i trudposelenii, or the Main

:.of Prison Camps) prison system. In the beginning, one of

sxisted alongside the RSFSR (Russian Soviet Federation

ITh:_'former security organs of the Soviet state were the VChkP
{(Cheka, 1917-1922), GPU (State Political Administration, 1922-1923),
OGPU (Unified Main Political Administration, 1923-1934), NKVD (People's
Commissariat of Internal Affairs, 1934-1946), MGB (Ministry of State
Security, 1946-1953), and the KGB (Committee for State Security, 1953-
1991).



Socialist Republic) and NKIu (Narodnyi komissaruiat JIustitsii or
People's Commissariat of Justice) corrective labor camps. GULAG was the
harshest of the three camp systems because of its strict work ethic,

abusive camp directors and guards and lack of food. OGPU Chairman G.G.

The NKVD (Narodnyi komissariat vnutrennikh del
Commissariat of Internal Affairs), which replaced tﬁéZQGPU in

placed all USSR camps under its jurisdiction. This was a massive

undertaking. By this point there were at lea
the Russian Federation, Ukraine, and Kazakhst with hundreds of
thousands of prisoners—--even possibly mi}l s
the NKVD helped to organize some fifteen s d main
administrations in the late 1930s and early 19%

country's economic development. These administrations included Dalstroi

(Main Construction Administration.:oi 'ar Northeast), GYZhDS (Glavnoe

upravlenie zhelez-nodorozhnogo Idrostroi (Water
Construction Administration), GU noe-upravlenie gornoi i
metallurgicheskoi promyshlennosti o1 in Administration of the Mining

and Metallurgical Industry), and ot

By 1941, L.P. d become a ;increasingly important GULAG

admlnlstrator. A e first. .state security chief to become a member of

the hlghest CPSU grgan ri h@érresponsibility for the entire police

apparatus and GU: lhding surveillance, investigation, and

arrest of criminal s . He was respon31ble for the several hundred
GULAG camps throughout'ﬁh“ Soviet Union and developed some of them into

Sharashk

Moreover, Beria kept the police ministries busy during

War II. He ordered mass deportations of and espionage

€ted on German, French and other Allied POWs. Many

'ﬁnd themselves in the GULAG camps. Beria's actions

‘received praise from the Soviet regime. The Supreme

Zseveral of these administrations became part of the USSR
government. In 1953, Dalstroi became the USSR Ministry of the Mining
Industry while GYZhDS was transferred to the USSR Ministry of Railways.

p—
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- gosudarstvennoi bezopasnosti or Ministry o

Beria for his service to the state--a rare honor for a state security

chairman.?3

After World War II, Soviet dictator J.V. Stalin made a major

reshuffle in the police organization. This made a dramati

GULAG's administration. 1In January 1946, the Soviet dict
Beria as NKVD chairman and gave the post to Colonel G

Kruglov, deputy chief of the disbanded wartime spy o

Commissariat of State Security) became t] ¥isterstvo

eéurity). Stalin
retained Kruglov as MVD chairman and appointed: :-head General V.S.

Abakumov as MGB chairman. Simultaneously, Stalin™$hifted Beria away

Beria's new job was to

énal weapons.® Beria

¥ The population of the camps ranged from
s td‘more than a million prisoners. At its

- was enormous--by some estimates as large as
or Zeks--since millions of people were

successive waves of repression. The first wave of

Skilling and Franklyn Griffiths (ed.), Interest Groups

in 1941 for wartime internal security operations.
‘Deriabin, Watchdogs of Terror: Russian Bodyguards from the
he Commissars (United States: University Publications of
1984), p. 233. '

6amy Knight, The KGB: Police and Politics in the Soviet Union
(Boston: Hyman and Unwin, 1988), p. 36.

'Interview with Ludmilla Lebedeva, February 15, 1993, Moscow,
Russia.
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prisoners was taken after Stalin launched a series of purges in the
1930s. After World War II, thousands of Soviet soldiers who had been
labeled "traitors to the Fatherland" because they had retreated to avoid

capture or had been captured by the Germans were sentenced to terms T

ranging from five to twenty-five years in the GULAG.
era dissidents, such as Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's Gulag Arg elago and
The First Circle, provide an account of the extend and

prison labor camps.

of mechanized equipment. Huge numbers of ¢&

railroads and canals throughout Siberia,

GULAG prisoners were forced to work on major'c_ ion projects such

as the White Sea-Baltic Canal, the Tulom hydroeledtric station near

Murmansk, the Moscow-Volga Canal, -5:0f the Moscow subway system, the

Saratov-Moscow gas pipe-line, t » many large

metallurgical, chemical and othei sc¢ated at Kuznetsk and

Magnitogorsk, military fortificatiq trfields, underground

mic plants and installations.®

building of thes ojec ] i'ons of prisoners died due to
starvation and”

After Stalin's in March 1953, Soviet leader N.S. Khrushchev

8Simon Wolin and Robert M. Slusser, (eds.), The Soviet Secret
Police (Wéstport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1957), p.
149. -
Wolin, p. 28.
10knight, p. 50.



GULAG Administration
The Soviet security organs divided GULAG camps into six

administrative organs which supervised life in the GULAG. Each division

served the GULAG's four main goals. First, GULAG security.fo ces sought
to isolate unreliable and "suspect elements." Second, se Yy organs

supervised the transfer of a prison labor work force o distance
and to any place. Third, administrative organs opened:néw

complexes. Fourth, GULAG organs enforced periodic liduidat

prisoners. These "sub-administrations" continugd to exist following the
reorganization of the OGPU into the NKVD.
were:

e Production Organs: The productix

e Regime Organs: The regime’gf¥gans included the Division of

ﬁiusekeeping, and Auxiliary Organs: These

terinary Division, the Housing Division, the

Portation Division, the Chief Bookkeeping Office, and the
Fiﬁahée Division. After World War II, the transportation
vision worked closely with the MVD's Main Administration of
._Prisoners of War and Internees (Glavnoye upravleniye po delam
plennykh i internirovannykh or GUPI) and the Main

Transportation Administration (Glavnoye transportnoye

' Do not reproduce or retransmit
withonut permission of RAND



‘that prisoners had no days off even though ‘¢}

upravleniye) to transport prisoners and supplies during and
after World War II.

e Political Division: Supervised and ensured that the USSR's
(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) Communist Party. of the

Soviet Union (Bolshevik) indoctrination and propaga

objectives.

e Punitive Organs Division: Security forces fo

prisoners. Inmates suffered greatly due to lac

administrators based daily food norms on the. soners' ability to

complete their production tasks. The GULAG: ion made sure

hours per day. Exercise occurred on an infreque is. Prisoners

walked in a single-file line for no more than thir nutes during the

evening. Moreover, GULAG admini -:failed to provide inmates with

medical care. Chronic illness su ,~ asthma, hypertension,
rheumatism, and heart disease wereé: ng

died. Contact with the outside wor!

MTwolin, PP.

125acques Ros$
1989), p. 338,

k' hours lasted 11.5

et
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2. SHARASHKA

Administrative History 1930-1953
In contrast to the banality of GULAG horror, a sma relatively

unknown yet salient component of the GULAG system--SH ' éxploited

of all defendants.
g L.K. Ramzin, a leading

special forced labor camps--Shara o conduct scientific work. As

the show trials and

ed, the security organs sent the

"13The plural form of Sharashka in Russian is Sharashki.

l4repbedeva interview. Interview with MVD Colonel S.I. Kuzmin,
February 18, 1993, Moscow, Russia. See Appendix for a chart of probable
Sharashka sites and industries throughout the former Soviet Union.



Sharashka camp, established on Furkasovsky Lane behind Lubyanka and the
Izhora Factory in Moscow, was concealed in the confines of that large
city within easy access to the country's ruling elites.l®> The OGPU and

its successor, the NKVD, kept extensive lists of all speciali

s and
tracked their movements through Sharashka camps.l® g

There were several infamous Sharashka camps. For efl ;> in the
former Suzdal nunnery, microbiologist prisoners develop: .
bacteriological weapons.l!’” The most notorious specii
institutes were located in Moscow, Rybinsk, and Bolshino. A.N. yéolev,

one of the leading Soviet aircraft designers, begcdme a victim of the

mass arrests. In 1938, the NKVD arrested him !"an. enemy of the

people" and sent him to work in a Sharashk the security
forces released him. Many of Tupolev's airp, gdfa number of his
other industrial designs emerged from Sharashk In 1946, the MGB
monopolized all such special research institutes a ransferred

Sharashka findings to the armed ther sechrity organs. A

number of scientists, engineersj ' j@lists, including
satellite experts, engaged in de 4 s, radar, submarines, and
atomic energy.l® This type of work occurred at OKB (Osoboe

stion Bureau) facilities.

convicted of treason? : Foreigners, such as German nuclear

ULAG. In Sharashka camps there was adequate food, an

: dr Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago 1918-1956: An
Experiment:iin Literary Investigation III-IV (New York, NY: Harper & Row
Publishers, 1975), p. 87.

16gkuzmin interview.

l7Lebedeva interview.

18wolin, p. 107.

19kuzmin interview.

. ’ Do not reproduce or retransmit
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abundance of current professional literature and freedom to discuss and
explore topics with fellow prisoenrs.' Internees often lived in a single
dwelling or compound where they also worked--usually laboratories were

on the first floor with living area on the second level. had no ™

restrictions on communicating with each other so that comraderie and

scientific findings could be shared. The scientists' : sted eight
hours a day with one day off per week plus holiday: £ od, it
was much better then in the rest of the GULAG. In fact,

officials did not ration food. Prisoners spentitheir free time ‘playing

chess, volleyball, and basketball.

Sharashka populations varied among cafu Shidrashka prisoners
accounted for approximately five percen : LAG internees between'
1937-1941.20 1In contrast to the massive éUEA mgs; Sharashka camps
held as few as three or four scientists and te ns or as many as

several thousand specialists. mple, the Sharashka where aircrafi

designer A.N. Tupolev worked h 00 technicians and

specialists.?!

2Usee Figure 2.1. Based on is given during interviews with
Lebedeva and Kuzmin.
2linterview with:

Russia.

"February 17, 1993, Moscow,

without permission af RAND
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Number of GULAG Prisoners

4,000,000
3,500,000
3,000,000
2,590,000
2,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000

500,000

otal GULAG and Sharashka Prisoner Population, 1937-1941

Years

——— 7 Total GULAG

_0‘[_

Sharashka



_prisoners. Overall, few police functions w

Sharashka Administration

Sharashka prisoners faced less supervision and better 1li

conditions than other Zeks. Sharashka camps had a separati
Division, Administrative and Housekeeping Division, Medi

Division, Veterinary Division, Housing Division, Tra

camps . 23

The Soviet security services: provided scient s and technicians

in Sharashka camps with many of needs and more. Officials

provided the prisoners with re¢ ‘technical publications in

several languages.?! Lev Kopele arashka prisoner,

reflected:
Everyth :Q ds set up very.Simply. Professors,
engine¢ th higher degrees, inventors--
they'x sed being spoiled. They get lots of
moneyand special.food rations.... In those
cij o s¢asionally got the urge to
X staurant with girls or at the
daé egal spouse.?5

Prison officials ev wed the scientists and technicians to

correspond with their “€ldsest relatives. Sharashka prisoners had the
' o send pay to love ones at home. Even family members
imprisoned relatives.2® Finally, the Sharashka camps had

guards. In the 1930s, there was one guard for every ten

or example, Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn, The First Circle (New
er and Row Publishers, 1968).
JKuzmin interview.
'Kuzmin interview. Kuzmin, who worked on Sharashka and GULAG
issues for ten years, provided the authors with many cites from regional
archives.

25kopelev, p. 4.

26Rossi, pp. 498-500.

Yor
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prisoners.?’

In general, fences did not surround Sharashka camps since
in many rural locations there was no where to flee. Overall, the
atmosphere in the Sharashki seemed free for pure academic thinking
dedicated to the Soviet state; but the prisoners lacked the freedom of”

movement . 28

ZTKuzmin interview. :
28some Russians and Germans argued that these arrarigementd
made the academics happy since they now lived inA"monasteries" deg
to scientific research and discussion. Kuzmin angd- Lebedeva interviews.

T : Do net reproduce or retransmit
‘ writhont permission of RAND
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3. POWS IN THE SHARASHKA CAMPS

Foreign POWs

Foreign POWs were forced to work in Sharashka cam : e purpose
was to obtain military information that could be app
tactics and strategy and contribute to the accelera ;Uat

which new technologies with military applicatio

 could be deQélq_ed and

applied. Within the Soviet leadership, the agsod¢iation between security

chiefs Beria, Abakumov and Kruglov provide femendous opportunity for

boosting Sharashka's role in the growth g efense industry after

World War II.

NKVD officials directed the removal of ﬁeq: ‘specialists and

industrial equipment from occupied Germany to the“Soviet Union for use

in Soviet industry.?? Foreignx§6W§ the. Sharashka system were forced

to provide the Soviet state wit 4 and other information

that contributed to the production pons systems and a more
complete understanding of foreign s and strategy. Soviet

officials tapped Ge ‘ROWs for the nowledge of chemistry, physics,

metallurgy, radar rockets. ‘Security officials created a

special prison g institute for kidnapped German scientists
and rocket spg d'on an island in the middle of Lake

Seliger, the sck . isted Soviet scientists in the creation of

he Soviet nuclear weapons program. Soviet engineers designed

issiles and other anti-aircraft weapons based on data

unders ggding of American matériel, doctrine and strategy. The demand

?95ee Lev Kopelev, Ease My Sorrow {(New York: Random House, 1983),
4. .
30Wolin, 23.

Do not reproduce or retransmit
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~ obtained for this study contain a great de

“the exploitation of foreign POWs in Sharas:

for data on materials and flight characteristics of foreign aircraft
intensified as the Cold War progressed.
There is no reliable estimate of how many foreign POWs were

exploited in this manner, nor is it possible to determine from extant --

data how many POWs were not repatriated from the Soviet Uni
possible, however, to describe the structures of the org
task was to derive information from and recruit agent

POWs.

MVD POW and Internee Assessment Report
Portions of a 1,000-page MVD POW and Internee Assessment Report

'W“,ation concering -

;auring and after

World War II. Written in 1950, the Top Secret’ ent, Ob agenturno-

A- zakhvachennymi v

. 121945 (About Spies,

Operative Work with POWs and Internee ri§oner During the Great

Patriotic War of the Soviet Peoplé, - / summarizes and assesses

‘to expioit foreign POWs on

the methods and results of programs

Soviet territory. Between 1945-1950;"“MVD officials had the

responsibility for'1l G, POWs who - d work for Soviet defense

industry.3! Seve nistrativé organs pursued this goal, viz,
the 4th Special, i he. 9th Administration.

A -éOWs was centralized and tightly
controlled. According.:tc his'MVD assessment, the MGB placed their own

agents (usually German:) onals referred to as "X") in POW camps. The

ntific backgrounds in nuclear physics, aerodynamics and

ce of these individuals. The MVD then passed
he USSR Council of Ministers. When a ministry--such as

4 tion Machinebuilding Ministry, the USSR Metallurgy

3IThe MGB and the MVD maintainted detailed written records of all
POWs who passed through the Sharashka camps. Beria helped to establish
this system and it "recorded prisoner movements better then modern- day
computers." Based on Kuzmin interview.
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Industry, the USSR Electro-Industrial Ministry, the USSR Heavy

Machinebuilding Ministry, the USSR Industrial Construction Materials

Ministry and the USSR Chemical Machinebuilding Ministry, or any other

organization--wanted to tap POW knowledge, the request first’had to be”
. v

directed to the USSR Council of Ministers. This body cou. guﬁhorize

POWs to be put to work in: 1) their current location (RSESRK, Kazakhstan,

Belarussia, or Ukraine) with specialized equipment; ‘camps

near research centers and factories. The MVD would "supervise £
transfer of these prisoners to MVD republic or regional organs {See

Figure 3.1)32

' 320b -agenturno-operativhoi rabote s : nymi i
internirovannymi, zakhvachenymi v velikoi ennoi voine
. sovetskogo naroda 1941-1945 (About Spies, O e Work with POWs and
Internees taken Prisoner During the Great Pat ar, 1941-1945) (Top
Secret) .

without permisgion of RAND
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Figure 3.1: Organizational Chart of Sharashka POW Interaction with Soviet Bodies,
' 1945-1950

Council of Ministers

Ministri

Aviation Machine Building
‘Heavy Machine Building
Ipdustrial Contruction Materials
hemical Machine Building

Ministry of Defense

“9th Administration;’

Prison Camp/Stiarashka
Location: B :

- 91T -
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Chapter 11 of the MVD report, "Vyiavlenie vysokokvalifitsirovannykh
spetsialistov i nauchnykh rabotnikov, ispolzovanie ikh v interesakh
nashei strany" (Exposure of Highly Qualified Specialists and Scientific

Workers and Uses of Them in the Interests of Our Country),

into three sections that analyze various contributions made:by foreign

POWs to Soviet industry. Section one, Organizatsionny ropriiztiia,

vyrabotka form i metodov raboty (Organizational Meas icturing

Content and Methods of Work), describes how MVD agerts recruit rman

POWs for Soviet defense industry work. This segtion, which analyZes the

aftermath of a 1945 NKVD order to search for:POWS with backgrounds in

chemistry, radiology, nuclear physics and gptrq@”p;, also describes

.of POWs and‘*Internees to the Peoples Economy

of the USSR), asse contribution of German POWs to Soviet

economic objec! . 115:.5ection reiterates the degree to which German
t the location of camps they worked in and
sted their assistance. This section also gives a
“A‘ialties for German POWs. For example, out of
a total of 1,353 POWs whé worked in Sharashka, thirty-one worked for the

USsS. .of Defense. The third section, which gives an assessment

Eoncluded that foreign POWs should be exploited for

purposes. The MVD system for exploiting foreign POWs focused
on the“following eight objectives.

e Obtaining tactical information from POWs for immediate use.
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« Recruitment of agents among German POWs whose task was to
identify POWs who possessed scientific and specialized
technical training.

+ Intelligence gathering on German military decisionmaking.

and their relatives in Austria,

Hungary, Romi L, It Japan,
Korea and Manchuria.
+ Exposure of intelligence agents among P

*+ Exposure of American and English int

ence activities against
the USSR through POWs. '
+ Methods for recruiting agents and doubleéi-agénts among POWs who
would be activated after repatriation.

This was the organization and miss;on of the MVD wh he Korean War

broke out in 1950.

American POWs in Sharashka Camps?
The pattern of Soviet contac hfericaﬁ POWs in Korea points
toward the conclusion that the MVD sy for exploiting foreign POWs
._“gmbat operaitons. Thus far there
merican Poas were placed into Sharashka

se camps originated from other foreign

.5 may have:'taken Americans to the Soviet Union. For example,

aircraft-and for downed pilots. Colonel Dzhagarov outlines how the

Soviets took Americans from Korea to the Soviet Union to secret

withont permission of RAND
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interrogation sites in the USSR in order to extract military
knowledge. 33
In December 1991, in Na Strazhe, Major Valerii Amirov, a military

journalist from Sverdlovsk, is reported to have testified before the

the use of pilots and their crews in
this distribution of POWs throughout
were transfered to Soviet territory,

on POW-MIA Affairs and others assert,

Kazakhstan, Ukraine or Belarussid

IInterview Alpha. Alph

34y.s. Congress. Senate.
POW/MIA's. Report 103-1.
Office, 1993), p. 443.
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4. THE PATTERN OF SOVIET CONTACT WITH AMERICAN POWS IN KOREA

The Motive for Soviet Contact with American POWs in Kore

The Soviet structure for exploiting foreign POWs described in the
MVD assessment was intact and in operation on Sovie
Korean War broke out. The pattern of Soviet contaé

in Korea parallels the Soviet exploitation of German POWs duringiand

after World War II. The pattern is also cons. nt with NKVD efforts to

recruit agents among the French prisoners “at fambov in 1944-46.

Soviet military forces and intelligernce:. off ¥s were present in

" Korea from the very beginning of the Korear The Soviet presence on
the ground was multidimensional. The mission oviet military was
to derive lessons from combat operations, to advivﬁ nd control North

Korean and Chinese military un ire tactical-technical

information directly from Amerig: mission of the Soviet
security organs in Korea was to

recruiting agents. In support of*

continuous contact b ‘ers and American POWs. Soviet

ft, notably the F-86 and B-29, and technical

tn'the skies above Moscow and Beijing. The dismal
aused consternation among the Soviet design bureaus and

intelligence collection agencies. The Korean War provided an excellent

opportunity to experiment with new:designs as well as to learn about the

without permission ¢f RAND
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details of U.S. systems by studying the hardware and the people who

operated it.

KGB Recruitment Efforts Among Korean War Prisoners

There is no doubt that Soviet forces were on the groun ‘epared to
interrogate and recruit POWs from the opening days of the X
George Blake, a British SIS officer serving in Seoul y
cover at the British representation, was captured i
the North Korean invasion. Blake asserts in his memoirs that he
recruited by Soviet intelligence; rather, "I j
Communist] ideals."3® The picture is probab];
version of events. A KGB source familiar
said that the North Koreans and Chinese d°to the recruitment
process by identifying Blake as a prisoner w 'd to be "soft" or

potentially susceptible to recruitment. Resident I“officers mounted

staged in North Korea by KGB o
Blake supported the idea that the S
American POWs. 1In Blake's view, ust have been others beyond the

officer who recruited me. :'gd by the head of the First

ave been some successes. In May 1953 the

s, of the Army."37 Five of the individuals had been

eorge: Blake, No Other Choice (New York: Simon and Schuster,

p;
36Interview with George Blake, February 11, 1993, Moscow.
3’Memorandum to Lt. Colonel F. W. O'Brien, Assistant Secretary
General Staff (Confidential Security Information) from Colonel James L.
Frink Jr., Executive, Pers Actions Br., G-1 May 15, 1953. RG319 (Army
Staff) AC of S, G-1 (Personnel) Decimal File 1953 383.6 Box 1512.

pp—-
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Army G2 analyses of repatriated American POWs turned up an alarming
number of cases of returning POWs who had been recruited for espionage
and sabotage purposes. In June 1954 the U.S. Army advised the Air Force

that

Army intelligence could not rule out the possibility that POWS

accepted "sleeper" missions, thus repatriated_PNWs were not permitted to

Korean War. Contradictory versions:of the same stdty are often told by
the same Soviet sources. The.d: today is how to sift through
the layers of official lies in'%

conduct in Korea.

ites such as command posts, artillery and

39 Chinese-“and Korean-looking individuals who interrogated

not have necessarily been nationals of China or Korea,

officers (KGB and GRU) other than Caucasians trained in the

‘Memorandum to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 Intelligence,
Departmént of the Army (Secret) from Gilbert R. Levy, Chief, Counter
Intelligence Division, Directorate of Special Investigations, The
Inspector General, Department of the Air Force, June 14, 1954.

‘ 3%4eadquarters USAF Analysis Program, Southeast Asia Prisoner of
War Experience. Analysis of the Korean War Prisoner of War Experience,
Report Al10-2, 700/AF-1/BC-1, March 1974, Appendix One, 26. '
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English language. As the war progressed, a more clandestine Soviet
presence was established as racially compatible Soviet officers mingled
in North Korea with similar looking Chinese and Korean interrogators.

This is one explanation why repatriated American POWs report

approximately mid-1951. The Soviets continued to have
direct contact with American POWs but it was impossibgi
POWs to detect the true nationality of these individuals du

deception.

The Soviet presence was not limited to gxt : forces or anti-
aircraft units. Eyewitness testimony and intélYigence service
documentation reveals a significant Sovi h the ground in

North Korea and in the air during the war ~d¢ts ‘between Russians

and American servicemen were reported in the dpé 2SS as early as

1950. U.S. Army personnel who returned to friendl

ines after being

captured in 1950 reported they . ned at ﬁhree places by

Russian officers in North Kore
The presence on Korean terri _u551éns and those suspected of

being Russians was confirmed when ew scattered instances returnees

claimed to have been interrogated by sons whom they thought to be

Russians. Retired_ rmy Colonel~Gavriil Korotkov, who was

stationed in Khabdrowsk ‘fx 1950-54, reported directly to the Commander

‘'strict concerning his contact with

rict Headquarters, the 7th Directorate of the Main

Polit¥¢ 1rectorate and the GRU. In subsequent interviews Korotkov

E— 1] " : 3 ' 1
Charles Grutzner, "Russian Queried U.S. War Captives," New York
Times, September 28, 1950.
ilpow/MIA's, p. 433
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modified his original statement to the effect that no Americans were
transferred to the territory. Though Korotkov told RAND researchers
that he had not been pressured into changing his story, Task Force '

Russia researchers concluded that intense pressure was focu'é

Korotkov to alter his story to conform to the official 1i; ’%orotkov
said that the interrogation facility was located along’h
"undemarcated" Soviet-North Korean border thus it w
to refer to the location of the interrogations as gﬁ,
repatriates reported being interrogated by Rus,
North Korea. Thus Korotkov raised the questi

Americans who were interrogated on the ter:

East."

Soviet Interrogation of American POWs

who would prepare a copy in Russ

Corps Headquarters as;well as the

others were ob 1 £ archival sources in Russia. Each protocol
The information in \ND protocols is straightforward. There are no

nformation is more freewheeling including sketches of
ams of mechanical devices.

mat of the protocols tells a great deal. The protocols
appt e‘from two separate collections. One group of documents was
bouﬁd,Hwth string through two holes in the left hand margin. Others
show asrmany as four holes through which binding string is passed. The

documents are paginated in two different ways. The first is the

—7'2__ . . 'y -
PInterview with Gavriil Korotkov, February 10, 1993, Moscow.
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pagination from the document. The second is the pagination for the
series in which the document was placed. One document, for example, is
numbered 1-45 from the series 101-148. 1In the lower left hand corner of

the transmittal letter and the final page there is a number

hat shows--

number 451. The routing list shows that copies wen

collection. During the entire Korean Wa
missing in all categories. Of these, 263U

listed as POWs. There is considerable eviden

;é interrogation records reveal data

protocol organization, and the

-cover sheet, in the lower left corner,

1ess in assessing American technology. For example, the

hat the Soviet Air Force 64th Air Corps, located at Muk

its registration at the Soviet General Staff. Also, handwriting on the
cover gives routing destinations and acknowledgment of receipt. Second,

the cover sheet provides evidence that interrogation protocols are.

ey

L ' Do not reproduce or retransmit
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numbered in three key ways. For instance, each interrogation protocol
has its own numbering system in the upper middle part of each page.
This number gives the reader information on how many pages are in the

interrogation (i.e. 1, 2, 3...). Another set of numbers appears in the

upper right corner. These sequential numbers
were kept in a large binder numbering several
125, 126...). A third set of numbers next to
located in the lower left corner, apparently indica €S wher®

3 Finally, a''siimmary

might fit into a larger series of interrogati

sheet. The contents list

Korea. McDonough

ton B. Shawe, described to
%ad been burned and lost

McDonough wandered for

He was never seen alive again.

reconnaissance airc¢ he RB-45, Soviet forces would have been

Interrogation protocols contain pertinent information

Ehl interrogation suggests that there were at least 423
dgatiohs in the series from which this one was taken. See the
‘sheét of Material: Doprosa plennogo letchika F-86e 16.

ragment of an interrogation protocol of Charles E. McDonough
(USAF A0-794558) was sent to the author of this study by Jeanne
McDonough Dear on February 12, 1993. McDonough, who was shot down on
December 4, 1950 on an RB-45 mission, is carried on the Battle Monuments
Commission list of 8,177. A note at the end of McDonough's protocol
states, "Kuznetsov prepared the questions. A Chinese comrade translated
from English." ’

Ju——
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that could have been used by scientists and technicians in the
Sharashki. However, what is missing is the actual link between the
Soviet General Staff, MVD headquarters, and the Sharashki themselves.

How did information filter to the camps after Moscow read the.

interrogations? Furthermore, not one of the documents eith
or denies that American POWs traveled to a Sharashka faci

presence of interrogation records in the post-Soviet a

report from WWII. Moreover, reports of POW com:

ministerial archives. These have yet to be.

withont permission of RAND



- 29 -

S. STRATEGY FOR FURTHER RESEARCH

The Availability of Archive Material
Sharashka materials are located, for the most parg,: in the Kremlin

Archive, KGB and MVD files.%%® The Kremlin Archive's

contain the most sensitive files of the

instance,

OGPU, the NKVD, and the MGB.

Moreover,
archives which would contain references
location of these materials is unknown. Some .archives may contain

references to GULAG and Sharashka. For example,ftnﬂ Russian State

Archive contains all holdings .
there are no references to Sha
Many Russian archivists pointed: ti Shdrashka files would not be

kept in a state archive because 't
47

security work classifi
to any quick access to
_archives. Little movement can be expected on
KGB and current MVD lobbies
The first law of 1981
still, theoretical

this law, all archive

materials more than 3@iyears old is declassified. But this law has

littlesolirrent meaning. Thus, as of February 1993, declassification is

ry in Moscow. The Russian government has accommodated the

.gpary 11, 1993, Moscow, Russia. Thus far, Sharashka files
péated in the MVD and KGB archives but not in the Russian

3 Also based on interview with Kiril Anderson,
Director 'of the Russian Center of Conservation and Study of Records for
Modern History, Moscow, Russia, May 28, 1992 as cited in Theodore
Karasik, The Post-Soviet Archives: Organization, Access, and
Declassification, RAND, MR-150-USDP, December 1992.

4'Mironenko interview.
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security services by placing further limits to archival access from the
Soviet period. As yet, there is still no law on state secrets and thus
it is unclear how these documents can be released. Russian legislators

and security officials have embroiled the declassification issue in

legal and constitutional debates over access and secrecy. two
years, the Russian Supreme Soviet has been debating the of a

draft law on declassifying materials including those g

Access to Sharashka Materials
Westerners face an extraordinary hard time:trying to access atid

verify Sharashka materials. Russian archive . ials limit access to

their archive holdings or deny tHat they h iffformation on

talk about the subject because the
issue to discuss.
If the Sharashk mps. were theku‘;lmate destination for American

.he Korean theater of operations, there is a

Americans were tranéf rom Korea to the USSR. A further

harashka research. The possibility cannot be excluded
f they went to the USSR voluntarily and worked in
e-still alive. If this is the case, the Russian security
sefvr. / probably taken measures to protect the identity of these

individu Is. This would include destruction of archive materials.

18Mironenko interview.
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6. CONCLUSION

during the Korean War. The Senate Select Committee &n POW-MIA d- the

U.S.-Russian Joint Commission on POW-MIAs haverboth concluded that a

question of whether American personnel were i ted in or

research facilities cannot be

participated willingly in Sharash.

resolved until the relevant reco xamined. Until then, the

possibility cannot be excluded ka camps were the link

between American personnel taken from:Korea to the territory of the

USSR.
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Appendix

A. PROBABLE LOCATION AND ACTIVITY OF SHARASHKA CAMPS IN FORMER SOVIET

EMPIRE*
Foxmer Republic Logcation
Armenia Razdan
Azerbaijan Baku
Belarus Gomel
Minsk
Minsk
- Minsk 10 communications
yipment
Vitebsk dic' communications
ipment
Georgia Sukhumi ucléar research
Tbilisi sat aircraft
Tbilisi Nuclear research

Radio communication
--equipment

Radio communication
equipment

‘Missile transport and
launchers*

Nuclear weapons
research

Machine Guns
Munitions

Electronic radio
equipment

Strategic bombers, *
helicopters, *
missiles,

rocket engines,*
optical equipment,
radio-communications

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan
Moldova

Russia

equipment
Zelenodolsk, Tatarstan Naval vessels
Glazov, Udmurtiya Nuclear materials
Izhevsk, Udmurtiya Armor vehicles
Izhevsk, Udmurtiya Infantry weapons
Votkisk, Udmurtiya Strategic missiles
Kemertau, Bashkiriya Helicopters*
Salavat, Bashkiriya Optical equipment
Ufa, Bashkiriya Communications
equipment
Ufa, Bashkiriya Engines*
Ukraine Chernovitsa Optical equipment
Dnepropetrovsk Radar systems
Dnepropetrovsk Strategic missiles
Feodosiya Naval ships
o Do not reproduce or retransmit

without permission of RAND



Izyum Optical equipment

Kharkov Tanks

Kharkov Transport aircraftx*

Kherson Naval ships

Kiev Artillery and infantry
weapons -

Kiev : Communicatigii
equipment

Kiev Optical eguipment

Kiev :

Kiev

Lugansk

Lvov
Nikolaev
Pavlograd
Sevastopol
Zaporozhe

_ Zaporozhe
Uzbekistan Tashkent

Tashkent Bk nsélrt aircraft*

*Highlights industry where terrogations might have

helped Soviet defense industry










