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many Iraqis who joined the Ba’ath Party — and ¢
of no crimes, except to gain favor with the p
entrance to universities, or protect family bers from intimidation. Your exemption of
those firqah-level Ba’athists who were PQAVs in Iran from the overall de-Ba’athification
implicitly acknowledges this distinction. /I encourage the GC De-Ba’athification
Committee and the Higher Council on De-Ba’athification to consider additional ways
make these distinctions both in word and deed. While we all agree that those guilty of
serious crimes must be held to account, the interégts of Iraq are not served by alienating
large numbers of nominal Ba’athists from Iraq’s pplitical and economic future. As Iraq
moves away from its dark past and becomes a democratic and free nation, it must find

! away of reintegrating people who are willing and gager to contribute to the new Iraq.
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rose to quite high levels — were guilty
in order o maintain their jobs, gain

As I mentioned to the committee on Wedpesday, [ am o transfer the de-
Ba’athification files that CPA has compiled, boh on individuals to whom we granted
temporary exceptions and on broader investigations conducted on those accused of being
| high-level Ba'athists. At the recommendatios of CPA’s Legal Counsel, 1 will pass these
files to the Governing Council as soon as the tmplementation pr es for de-
| Ba’athification are finalized and publicized. [These procedures vt specify how the GC
wishes de-Ba’athification to proceed in eaclf ministry, the mechanisms created to govern
any exception process, and the systems devgloped to ensure due process. CPA stands
| ready to assist or advise in the formulation jof these procedures if the GC Committee
desires.

Again, thank you for your time onf Wednesday and good luck in your efforts.
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