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UNCLASSIFIED
COALITION PROVISIONAL AUTHORITY
BAGHDAD

INFO MEMO

24 Oct 2003
FOR: Ambagsedor Darrell Trent

FROM: st Senior Advisor to Civil Aviation

SUBJECT: Trip Report on Reduced Vertical Separation Minima (RVSM) Conference

SUMMARY: Travelled 17-24 Oct 03 wi it
enroute 10 Abu Dhabi in United Arab RVSM Conference. Met with
UAE resistance to granting visas fo ) ]
daysaﬂm:phnghmlwthemmemdulmmlyboﬂ:hnq:gmﬂmmdemedm
to UAE. Both returned to Iraq and |-continued to UAE on 19 Oct..

PURPOSE: The RVSM conference was the tenth meeting of the Reduced Vertical Separation
Minimum Task Force meeting to appraise the status of conclusions and decisions for controller
readiness, safety assessment of the MID Air Traffic System route network to reduce commercial
aircraft scparation from 2,000 ft to 1,000 ft. This change to aircreft separation will more
effectively use airspace and create tremendous cost savings for the sirlines,

BACKGROUND: All Arab nations within MID Easter region is coordinating with approval to
establish and input RVSM into operation beginning 27 Nov 03. Ireq is cumrently not prepared at
this time to establish RVSM procedures. The airspace over Iraq is still under military control
and currently used as combat airspace. The safety assessment identifies the risk probability of
identifying where the aivcraft is actually at versus the probability of where aircraft
instrumentation thinks the aircraft is located. When CFACC transitions military combat
airspace to civilian control, RVSM will be implemented after controller training is completed.

ACTIONS TO TAKE:

1. Until RVSM is established within Iraq, transition altitudes are identified and will be used
for safety application and RVSM will be scamless. The transition altitudes will prevent
aircraft from having to change altitudes while flying overhead and then retuming o
RVSM altitudes when leaving Ireq. Additionally, there is not enough airspace above
Kuwait to accomplish the altitude transition in Kowriti airspace,

2. Redesign and build a revised Iraqi airway system to accommodate and facilitate the flow
of aircraft traffic going north to south and east to west. Most importantly is to build a
parallel airway structure to assist European traffic to overfly Fraq cnrouts to Kuwait. A
sense of urgency is needed to complete these projects by next RVSM conference in
Paris, 4-5 Nov 03. The intention is to coordinate the projects with the MID Eastern
Region and International Civil Aviation Organization representatives that will attend the
conference. Results of this revised Iraqi airway systemn will definitely stimulate Iraqgi
over flight fees as airlincs will glect to shorten their routing by flying over Iragi versus
circumnavigating the country as previously required.
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Decision made at Task Force 10 RVSM Meeting, Abu Dhabi, UAE 20 — 23 Oct 03

Iraq will continue with Canventional Vertical Separation Minima CVSM) as they are not prepared to meet
the RVSM requirements/training for Mid East implementation on 27 Nov 03. Although Iraq will cantinus
with CVSM 2000 ft separation for enroute ATC operations, they will begin using RVSM altitudes on 27
Nov 03. This change will ensurc that the adjacent FIRs (Aakara and Kuwalt) for the narth-southbound

.routes do have (o ensure a transition from RVSM altitedes to CVSM aititudes and then back again to

RVSM once the aircraft departs the Baghdad FIR. The altitudes that will be used for north-south bound
cperaiions am as follows: .

Nortkbound Altitudes

Fi 160 FL 180 FL 220 FL 240 FL 260 FL 280 FL 360 FL 380 FL 400

Southbound Altitudes

FL 150 FL 170 FL 190 FL 239 FL 270 FL 250 FL.310 FL 330

This requires LOA changes with Turkey and Kuwait ACCs. KuA(XIcmmwilhﬂwmposed
aftitude changes and has s draft copy of the LOA change in hand. § i
signatures between Kuwait ACC and Tallil/Basrah ATC next week.
¢ waek and sent to afl affected parties 50 that signutures con be

obtained prior to 27 Nov 03. NhyllbeinmunmallthRVSMmm&SNmm
and the possibility of the ATC Cell also being in representation will ensture appropriate signatures can be
obtaiped.

There remains & conflict with Syria in reference to RVSM. ‘The narth-south rouses in Damascus ACC
airspace that run between Demascus FIR end Amman FIR witl remain CVSM. This is written in an
agreement between the two countriss, Because Ireq will now use RVSM altinudes for flight within the
Baghdad FIR, this will be In confliction with aircraft in the Damascus FIR routes that are neangsi to the
Damascus-Baghdad FIR boundary. The immediate solution to ensure aircyalt sre deconflicted slong the
cast-west route between Damascus FIR and Baghdsd FIR is to limit all flights to conveatipnal altitodes,
below FL 290. This still in discussion with Syria,

All aliitiudes in the Baghdad-Amman ACC LOA are below FI. 290. '!‘buwfme.tlmumneedmmke
any changes 10 the LOA in reference to RVSM. Howover, minor edil
were drafted and signed by the Air Trafiic Manager of Jordan CAA.
faxed to Baghdad ACC for the other signsture,




