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'l'hCHonorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
I 000 Defense Pentagon 
Washinpm, D.C. 20301 

Dear Secretary o&tes, 

May6,2009 

As Cangress awaits the submission of the President's Fiscal Year 2010 budget request for 
the DepartmeDt of Defeose, w. write to share our strong and IIDWIIvering support for the 
Air National Guard (ANG) units in our states tllld lost their flying missicms through 
BRAC200S. 

As you koow, the last BRAC roUIIII made significant changes to the lay down of aircraft 
within the ANG. In our six states, many anits lost their flyina milsicms- ranging from 
A-lOs, C-130Js, and. F-16s - with some losing the only flyina mission sta!ionm 
pcrm8lleDtly in their state. The loss of a flying mission is a direct threat to the manpower, 
If!!!c!iness and relevanc:c of our ANG uoits aDd their c:cmtinued ability to meet their state 
and fedaa1 duties. 

The ANO not DDly serves our nation as - ask tbem to support operations in Iraq and 
Afgbauistsn and around the world, bnt dley also serve the local state missions. Witbout a 
permanent flyina mission widlia the state, the ANG may lose the valuable expertise and 
expmie~~~:e our airmen provide. With the immense capllbiley the ANG provides 10 our 
nation, we must not jeopardize the investment we've made in the ANG pelSOili1Cl torees. 

Acco:ding to the 2008 Air Force Weapon Systems Roadmap, as well as subsequent 
plaoning by the Air Force and National Guard Bureau, our six states an: each expected 10 
receive the C-271 Joint Cargo Aireraft (JCA). While we welcome the assignment of a 
permanent flying mission 10 our states, we 111e conc:cmed that CCJIItinu!ld debate about the 
orgallization and control of the JCA program could place the ftdure of our ANG units at 
risk. We believe it is Important to finNy resolve the "roles and missions" debate with 
regards to inn-a-theater lift, and move fin-ward with a program that meets the needs of 
ANG states impacted in BRAC while also addressing the capability gap faced by oor 
·warfiabters. 

This is a pivotal yesr for our Air National Ouard. To this eilcl, we look forward to the 
Department'• stroDe support for the au-don of permanent Dymg mislioas to our 
states u part efthe apeomlng mltmiuiou efdae 2818 clefeuae budget. 

As always, w. thank you for yeur service to our nation and look forwaN to continuing to 
work with you to support onr men and women in uniform. 
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.?Z~~~ l:.~g,·"':'J' ~ 
-~Stare!~... Uni!tdS!ats~le. 

~ ...... ~.~~ 
Ullilecl S~ve ~ Uldte4 States Representative • 

~ .. ~~ 
~States Seuab, 
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