
MUIOISAMUUH FOR THE DEPUTY SECRE'I'ASY OF DEFENSE 

SUGJECT: b!i thdrawal of US   round' Forces f ,-om the Republ i c o f  Korea 

I t  i s  my recomqicndation that  any decision to withdraw one or more 
d iv is ions  of  US ground for.ces.from the Republic o f  Korea during the 
remainder o f  FY 1970 be disapprovscl for the f01 lowing reeSOi is :  

There i s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  t i m e  remaining dur ing FY 1970 to  
e f fect  a redeployment of  this magnitude; 

Implacsntation of the Nixon Doctrit>e requires c a r e f u l  
preparation in  the Uni tecl Slate's as wcl l as, i n  t h i s  
case, the Rapubl i c  of  Kcwea; 

A withdrawal of one o r  m o r e  US divisions frorti the ROli  
would require a major compensatory e f fo r t  or: the part 
o f  the ROK arm'ed fcrces; th is  cmuld al~ost c e r t a i n l y  
e n t a i l  a substantial increase i n  MAP; 

Such a redeployment vould certainly have an adverse 
effect  upon the ROK Government, q u i t e  possibly to  the 
extent that President . .  ..-.. . . .  Park m-ight. f.eel obl  i ged to w i  th-  
draw a1 l or. a t  l east  substantial  elements of ROK forces 
i n  South Vietnam; 

Any US withdrawal withirl t h i s  time frame would have an 
adverse e f fec t  on thc Pres ident ia l  election scheduled for 
June 1971 ; 

The recent Okinawa reversion agreement was ill-received 
i n  Seoul, and major US redeployments from South Korea i n  
the near fu ture  would cozpound many ROK misgivings; 

Further to the previous pornt,  inasmuch as the  d e t a i l e d  
negotiations (over and above the decision to r e v e r t )  con- 
cerning our continued presence on Okinawa have y e t  to be i 
i n i t i a t e d ,  such a rmve might heighten Japanese pretensions. 
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This  1s not  t o  say t ha t  baa should not cbnsider the w i t h d r n v a l  of rr8sjor 
US force& f rum the ROK. ISh i s  presently engaged i n  a study on j u s t  
this point ,  but in  the more meaningful time frame of.FY 1971. We have 
requested inputs f o r - t h i s  s tudy  .from the Coinptroller, I n s t a l \ a t i o n s  and 
Logi s' t i  cs, Manpower and Reserve A f f a i  1-4, and Systems Analysis ,  as we1 1 
as the Joint Staff  and the Stare Oepartment.. Our i n i  r ia l  recon:mertdations 
w i l ' l  be forwarded to you and the Secretary i n  l a t e  December or early 
January. 

APPROVE RECOI'IMENDAT l ON : 
. . . . .  ..... . . .....-. -- . . . .  

DISAPPROVE RECOMMENDATION: -- 
OTHER: 

- D r .  Selin's note:  
I 

" As far as  1 know, no one has proposed 
withdrawing a division in FY 70. However, 
I would l i k e  t o  see the option t o  relnove a 
d i v i s i o n  i n  FY 71 left  open, as Dick  i n d i c a t e s  
i n  h i s  memo." 
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