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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
UNI fEO STATES STRATEGIC COMMAND 

MF.MORANDUYJ FOR TBE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

Through: C'HAIRMA'N;JOINT CHIEFS ~A_/f',l/1. ,, 
Subject: R~sptmse to SECDEF Question Regarding The Rendon Group 

I. Refen:nces: 
a. Secretary of Defense Snowtlake. 1 ~Feb 06. 

L. I ; I 

h. Deputy Secretary of Defense. Military Assistant Memorandum, 22 Feb 06. 

2. The S«retary of Defense requested infotmation from the Deputy Secretary of Defense on why The 
Rendon C. roup keeps coming inlo que!ition (Rt:f a). The Deputy Secretary of Defense taSked the 
Cnmmamlc=r, USSTRATCOM to provide intonnation on current DoD contracts with The Rendon Group 
and to n:cnmmend future DoD relationships with this group (Ref b.). USSTRATCOM has reviewed the 
curn::nt DLlD activilic:s associated with The Rendon Group contracts and coordinated a response with key 
('nmmand~ holding Rendon Group contracts. A draft response to the Deputy Secretary of Defense is 
provided (Tab A). 

3. The Deputy Secretary of Defense suspense for this response is 7 Mar 06. Our point of contact for this 
action is l.t Col William Klug, DSN :!71·2417. 

Attachmt:nl: As stated 
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INFO MEMO 

FOR; SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

FROM: Mr. Gordon England, Deputy Secretary of Defense 

SUBJECT: Response to SeeDers Question on The Rendon Group Contract 

The Department presently has six conttacts with The Rendon Group supporting OSD, ASD­
SOUC, US Strategic Command, geographic combatant commanders, and deployed forces iii 
both Iraq and Afghanistan. US Strategic Conunand holds the largest contract with Rendon, 
valued at $9 million annually. Support across the six contracts includes foreign media analysis, 
research, and training/assistance in the areas of Strategic Communications, Media analysis, and 
influence planning and operations. 

The Rendon Group contracts have drawn the attention of domestic and international press. The 
inference behind this attention being that the military uses The Rendon Group products to shape 
its "influence', operations in the international media. Because the media understands that 
Information Operation doctrine charters the Psychological Operations community as the only 
military discipline authorized to use broadcast and print media to influence foreign target 
audiences, The Rendon Group often becomes the lightning rod of the media's "the military 
should not manipulate the press" argument. 

The media analysis products The Rendon Group provides to commanders have improved 
situational awareness by filling gaps in our open source intelligence collection efforts. 
Commanders use these products in developing strategic communications plans and infonnation 
operations plans. In addition to the products, Rendon provided training has improved the skills 
of the staffs managing strategic communications and infonnation operations. ASD SOLIC 
reports that The Rendon's Group work has demonstrated exceptional value in supporting 
effective infonnation operations campaigns, and the contract work has been reported to Congress 
since 2001 without presenting any problems. Based on our collective experience, the benefit of 
contracting with The Rendon Group or another company that offers the same service is worth the 
investment, even though there has been periodic press interest in the company,s activities. 
Furthennore, building an in-house capability on a par with this company would be cost 
prohibitive and take years to mature (linguists, regional experts). 

The Foreign Media Analysis contract held at USSTRA TCOM is currently open for ~ 
competition. The Rendon Group is one of several companies competing for the current Foreign 
Media Analysis contract. If The Rendon Group is awarded this contract, USSTRA TCOM would 
desire to continue its cwrent affiliation with the company. 
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