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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 

WASHINGTON, DC 20301·1300 

The Honorable John F. Tierney 
Chairman, National Security and Foreign Affairs Subcommittee 
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 205 15 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

tiAY 5 2010 

I write on behalf of Secretary Gates in response to your letter dated March 
12, 2010, regarding Host Nation Trucking (HNT) contracts in Afghanistan. This 
production supplements the Department's production of April7, 2010. 

The Department provides the attached compact disk containing 6696 pages 
of requested email related to HNT security. Additional responsive documents will 
be provided as soon as possible. 

The enclosed documents contain sensitive information and are subject to 
the disclosure provisions of the Freedom oflnfonnation Act (5 U.S.C. § 552). the 
Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. § 552a), and the Trade Secrets Act (18 U.S.C. § 1905). The 
Department has consistently taken the position that such proprietary and personal 
privacy information must be properly safeguarded to prevent harm to personnel 
abroad. Please refrain from placing these materials on any website. 

The Department provides these docwnents with a full reservation of rights 
and with the understanding and intent that such provision shall not be deemed a 
waiver of any applicable privilege. The Department respectfully requests that 
these documents be shared only within your Subcommittee and then only with 
those who have an official need for the infonnation, that the documents not be 
disclosed outside the Subcommittee or to the public, that appropriate steps be 
taken to safeguard these documents, and that the documents be destroyed after use. 
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• l(b)(6) I 
Ify~l,f-(~H:NJ'~)vu:e,_.a,...,nLI<v'-'-a"'u""'e..._'1-lODS or concerns, please contact Col. L_ ___ ____j of 

my staff, atj 1 L__ ____ _, 

Attachment: 
As stated 

cc: The Honorable Jeff Flake 
Ranking Member 
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March 12,2010 

The Honorable Robert M. Gates 
Secretary of Defense 
U.S. Department of Defense 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Washington, DC 20301 

Dear Secretary Gates: 

!Wf BUIITtlN. !NOlANA 
JOHN l . MICA. FLOFIOA 
MARK E. 90lJCial. HliAAA 
JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR., TENNESSEE 
MICHAel. R. ~OHIO 
lYNN /i.. WI!IS1MOflElANO, O£OAOIA 
PAlRICK T. McHefl'i, NORTH CAAOI.JiiA 
SRI.'N P. BllliAAY, CAI.IroRIM 
JN JOIIIJNj, OHIO . 
JEFF FLOKE, ARIZONA 
JEFF I'ORTENBERRY, N........si<A 
.JA90N CHN'I'ETZ. VTAH 
MRON SC!iOCK. WNO\S 
BUliN£ LUETKEMEYER, MISSOI.ft 
....... J08EPH" CNJ, lOUIS IAN.'\ 

The Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs of the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform is conducting an investigation into the Department of 
Defense's (DOD) Mghan Host Nation Trucking (HNT) contract and allegations that 
private security providers for HNT convoys pay protection money to local warlords and 
the Taliban in Mghanistan. I write to follow~up on the Subcommittee's original 
document request dated December 16, 2009. 

My December 16, 2009 letter to you requested several categories of documents 
from DOD related to security on the HNT contract, including: 

• All documents related to HNT contractors' use of licensed or unlicensed 
private security providers for HNT convoys, including, but not limited to: 
subcontracts, pricing schedules, invoices, security reports, email 
correspondence, and incident reports~ 

• All documents from the Armed Contracting Oversight Directorate related to 
HNT security, including, but not limited to, memoranda, meeting notes, email 
correspondence, and armament requests; and 

• All documents related to HNT security. 

DOD produced a first tranche of responsive docwnents in January 2010 and we are 
appreciative of that document production. It has come to the Subcommittee's attention, 
however, that there are additional responsive emails from DOD personnel relating to 
HNT security that have not been produced to the Subcommittee. I request that DOD 
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collect and produce all emails responsive to the December 16, 2009 document request 
from the following individuals: 

(b)(6) l484th • 
• 
• 

(b)(6) 
Movement Control Battalion; 
ntro 1 Battalion; l484m Movement Co 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

(b)(6) 

l484th Movement Control Battalion; 
I JCC-1/A, PARC~A; 

CC-II A, PARG-A; 
ustainment Command; l143rd s 

(HNT contracting officer); II 

rc 
former HNT contracting officer); 
former HNT contracting officer); 
nner HNT contracting officer) . ICfo 

In addition. it has come to the Subcommittee's attention that a group of military 
investigators conducted an investigation into alleged protection payments by HNT 
security providers in.summer 2009. According to former HNT contracting officers and 
multiple contractors, a group that was described as a ''taskforce" of 12~ 15 investigators, 
including agents frqm Army Criminal Investigative Command and other military 
investigative or intelligence services, individually interviewed the contractors regarding 
alleged protection payments to warlords and anti-government elements. I note that the 
International Contract Corruption Taskforce generally fits the description of the 
investigative entity involved in these interviews. 

I request that DOD identify the investigative entity that conducted the interviews 
described above,. brief the Subcommittee regarding the results ofthat investigation, and 
provide the Subcommittee with all docwnents and reports related to that investigation. 

The Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is the principal oversight 
committee in the House of Representatives and has broad oversight jurisdiction, as set 
forth in House Rule X, to investigate "any matter" within its legislative jurisdiction as 
well as the jurisdictions of any other standing House Committees (House Rule X, clause 
4(c)(2)). Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5), the Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction encompassing oversight of national security. 
homeland security, and foreign affairs. 
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c~: Rep. Edolphus M. Towns 
Chairman 
Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 

Rep. Darrell Issa 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Oversight 

and Government Reform 

Rep. JeffFlake 
Ranking Member 

Sincerely,~ 

,.. . ·~,....,.,.,. 

John F. Tierney 
Chairman 
Subcommittee on National Security 
. and Foreign Affairs 

Subcommittee on National Security 
and Foreign Affairs 

. { 
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JUL. 6.2010 ~:58PM S&1-HAC 

ctongrr.ss of tht tlnitfd ~tatts 

The H~norable Robert M . Gates 
Secretary of DefeDse 
1000 Defense Pentagon 
Wasbingron, D.C. 20301-1000 

Dear Mr. Soc.retary: 

· t\oUJr of 'Rfprtsmtatlots 
Q:ommftttt on ~proptiBtioM 
~uhingtan, i'tr 20515~oo15 

July6, 2010 

NO. 430 

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202{b ), Public Law 6()1, 79tt Congress (codified at 

P. 2/2 

2 U .S.C. §72 a (b )),Ulis Staff bas been directed by the Commit:tce on Appropriations to make an 
inquity into the status of current investigations of alleged tlnancial coau:ption within and td8Sing to 
the Ocvermnent of Afghanistan, especially wi1h respect to its use of financial assistance pr~vidcd 
since 2007 by the United States. 

PI~ designate an appropriate point of contact to ammge foro~ the data pertinent to this 
inquiry and notify my office by telephone on July 1. 2010 noon rcceto,t' ~ftbis letter. If there are any 
questions regarding this matter) I can be contacted o~<bl<6l 1 

c:c: Comptroller of the Department ofDefcruJe 

L_ _ _ __ _J 

Sincerely yours. 

~;;JU, (~u~ 
David M. PoiD.flr81ltZ 
Director 
Surveys and lDvo.stiga:tions Staft" 
House Committee 011. Appropriations 


