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I. A. FOOTNOTES 

J.. U.S~ Depart~·ient of St9-te, Docm:1entP.ry Histor~r of' United States Policv 
To;rar.d Indochina, 1940-1953 (Historical..O~fice, Research Project No. 
354, April, 1954) TS; see also U.S. Congress, Ho<lse, Foreirm Relations 
:;,f the United States Di-nlcnatic ?.~tJers, 1944 (Eot:se Docu.r.!er;t l~o. 303, 
- 955) III 7'9 7~' R t' B n. 'l ' ". t ' .... U .... ' , ..... ..L , , o - o...;; u n . nU.SSC..! , .P. n~s c:r·v cr ~.~ne !11 ~,..ec. .:~a~..l.O!ls 

Charter (lle.shington: Brookings !n.:>titution, l95t-), 173-l74. 

2; Ibid .. Included in the fuctme:Jtary.History ... , on. cit., is a Memoran
.dW!l of Conversation bet1-:ecn Roosevelt and St~.lin, Tehera::1, JTove::ber 28, 
1943 (SECR..,T). The ?resident is said to have then co::JSiderec that 
a twenty- to thirty-year period 1-rould be necessary before the Indochin~se 
:peoples would be ready for indcpeP.dence. 

3· Speech of Foreign J.:inister Pineau, Ne1-r York Tir:es, Harcb 5, 1956. 

· ·4, ~ssell, 0'0. cit., 79. 

.5·· Ibid., 1?4, quoting Cordell Hull, Memoirs, II, 1957; U.S. Department 
of State, Docunento:rv Historv ... , on. cit., A-10. 

6. Ernest J. King and Walter I·L vlhitehill, Fleet Adr:iral Kim::. A ~laval 
Record (1952), 569; quoted in ~~zsell, on. cit., 574. 

7• John Ehrman, Grand Strat~o;~·: August l943"Senter:.ber 1944, Vol. V. (1956), 
442; ·q_uoted in Russell, on. cit., 574. 

8. U.S. Dep!!.rt!:lent of Sta~e, DocU!!!ente.rv Rifitorv ... , on. cit., A-16. 

9· 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Ibid .. , A-16. 

Extract fro!:l StettL~ius Diary; quoted in U.S. State Depart~ent Study, 
Doc~~entary Histor~, on. cit., A-17. 

t' 
William D. Leahy, I Has There (Ne~r York: McGra;r-Hill, 1950), 244, 269, 
286. 

Russell, 0'[); cit., 575· ., .. ,, •' 

In March 1945, the President remarked to·Gen. \oledemeyer, then co=nd
ing officer for U.S. fo::-ces i11 China, ·"that be must watch carefully 
to prevent British e.nd French political activities in the area and 
that he should give only such support to the British a!ld French e.s 
would. be required in direct operations against the Japanese." U.s. 
Department of State, Forei!<11 Relations of the United States. Dinlo::r.~.tic 
:Papers: The Conferen~-Bcrlin (the ?otsda~ Conference), 1945, I, 
917. 
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c 
The de G3ulle representations were made orally to the U.S. ;~bassa
dor; See U.S. Department of State, 'te1egre::, 1196 fr~ _Pa::-is, 
13 Harch,. and Docll::lentary History ... , A-19, A-20. 

15. ·Leahy, I >las There, op. cit., pp. 338-339. On the basis o: · 
research into the AiY Force archives, BernarQ Fall ·~!:rote i:1 
Street Hi thout Joy ( R=.rrisburg, Pa. ; Stackpole, 1967, 4th ed. ) 
note, p. 25, that General Claire Chennault, c~anaer of the 
14th Air Force, " ••. Did indeed fly support Ircissions in behalf of 
the retreating French forces." §.rter the Japanese take-eve::- i:1 
March.? In his The T-rlo Viet-1-!ebs, .moreover, Fell cited the r=2-;::~irs 
o:f Gerieral Lionel-1-1ax Cfl.Bssin, c~ander of the French· Fer East Air 
Force, to the effect that the 14th Air Force proviaed supplies and 
even fighter support to the French until at least Ap::-il 26, 19~5. 
(New York: Praeger, 1967, 2nd revised ed.) n. 10, pp. 463-469. In 
both books, hm1ever, Fall pres<ents a strong case for the paucity 
of U.S. aid to the French in the 1945-1946 period. See also U.S. 
Department of State, l.\ernorandum of Conversation by Assist~'lt Sec:-e
tary of State Dunn, 19 J.:arch 1945, and telegram to Paris 1576 of 
i9 April 1945. 

16. Russell, on. cit., 975· 

17 •. Russell, op. cit., 91; quoting fro:n Cordell Bull, The 1-le:noirs 
of Cordell Hull, 2 Vols., (New Yo:;k: Macmillan_ Co., 1948). 

19. ~., 585, US Dept State, Documentary History.-.. , on. cit., :B-'2, 

20. U.S. Department of State, Documentary History ... , op, cit., B-1 . 

22. 

• 
U.S. Department of State, Documentary History ..• , op. cit., B-2, p. 2. 

U.S. Department of State, Nemorandum by the Director of the Office 
of European Affairs (1-:atthews) to the State-l-Iar-Navy Coordinating 
Committee, 1-lay 23, 1945. Tll.e: ~roposal :for a division of respon
sibility between Chinese Natio~alist and British forces was first 
made by General J,!arshall, head of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, on 
July 18, 194). After some negotiation with Chiang Kai-stek ove:-
the precise dividing line, the British accepted the 16th parallel; 
Truman and Churchill fornally agreed to the arrangement on July 24. 
See Foreign Relations of the United states (Potsdem), on. cit., I, 83 
377, 922; ·and II, 1313, 1319, 1465. 
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24. As for ,~he p.s.s., the raDking P~erican official ~n northern 
Vietn~ in 1945, :Srigadier General Philip E. C-ollagher, has 
attested: , __ . . thro·~gh::>ut the months before the Japanese capitu
lation, O.S.S. officers end ~en operated behind Japanese lines, 
to arm, lead and 'train native guerrillas ;;ho vere organized by 
the Vietminh." (A situatio:J report, undated, in the Gallagher 

1 
Papers, quoted i11 :))e'rt Cooper, Joh."'l Killigre•, and Hor::-,e-"1 LaCharite, 

, Case Studies in Insurt;enc:: and Revolutionary \!arfa:::-e: Vietna!'l 1941-
1954 ZHashint;tcn, D,.c.: ~;:>ecial O;:>era-cions Researcr, Office, The 

, American University, 196''/, p. 107.) other sources conclude, hov
, ever, that O.S.S. ,assistence to the Viet Hinh-led guerrillas vas 
extremely limited, although it gave the Viet Hinh the opportunity 
to proclaim that they were part of the Allied effort a5c.inst the 
Japanese. (.See Fall, Le Viet-!<inh: La R~nublio_ue nlmocratio_ue 
du Viet-Nsi.: /Je.ris: Li"9rcirie P.rmand Colin: 19~/, p. 34j CoCJ?er, 
Killigre·\':, ar-lC. I..c.Charite, op. cit.) 

25., U.S. Department of state, Documentary History ••• , on. cit., B-3. 

26., U.S. Department of State, telegraJ:l from Paris 6957, 28 November 1945 . 

27. U.S. Department of State, Doc~~entary History ••. , op. cit., B-4, 
B-6, B-9· 

28. u.s. Department of State, Political Activities Along the South 
China-Indochir,a Border (Office of ·L"'ltelligence,Research, Report 
No. 4575, Dec~ber 29, 1947), 5· 

29. U.S. Department of State, Documentary F~story ••• , 0'0. cit., B-5· 

30. 

31· 

' ,32. 

U.S. Depa~ent of State, Political Activities Along the South 
China-Indochina Border, op. cit., 5. 

U.S. Depart~ent of State, 
gence Research, No. '36o2, 

Indochina Since 1939 (Office of Intelli-
25 J.Iarch 1946), 6. 

U.S. Department of State, Brief on Issues in Dispute Between France 
end Vietna'll (Office of Intelliger;ce Research, OIR Report No. 4303, 
MarehlO, 1947), 6. ,· .. · 

' '' 

.. • 

33· U.S. Department of State, Indochina Since 1939: A Factual Survey 
Office of Intelligence Researc:n, iio. 36o2, 25 ~;arch 1946), Appendix A. 
Appended to the Accords of 6 Narch were a series of supple::2entary 
agreements, among vhich was a plan 'for withdraving all French troops 
within five years. 

Ibid., 7, 11. -
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35. 

36. 

37· 

In.E note to the French Ambassador, of 10 April 1946, the Depart
-ment or" Strite confirmed thst: ". ~ . the Frenco-Chines~ egreei:lent 
cow.plete3 the reve:-sion of all_ of Indo-C!"line to French control .... " 
and that .. ~be Ccmbined Cbiefz of Staff "offer no objectiontl to the 
ar;rangement . 

J 
U.S. D~pa:--tr:1ent of)S:t:ete, D:Jcumentary Histor:,.-~ ... , op. cit., B-9, B-6. 
The Depar'"...ment of St_ate files contain at least 6 ccr~ .. ur.ications from 
Eo in the period Septcnber, 1945, to Februe~~, 1946, acdressed to. 
the U.S. Gove:::-r.:r:ent ;in his capacity as "P:::-esi<ient of the Provisional 
Goverr.m€nt of' the Republic of Viet-Namu or as President and Forei&n 
Ninister of the "p:::-ovisional GoverrlZ!ent of the D=ocratic Republi:: 
of Viet-Nzn": (1) Letter to Presi<ient Trur::an, Septcn:ber 29, 1950 
(confidential; file 851G.OO/l0-1845). (2) Letter to the Sec::-etary 
of State, O::tober 22, 1945 (f:::-o:-. Ku.=ing, desp. 38, Octo'oer 24, 1945, 
confidential; file 851G.OO/lv-2445). (3) Letter to Secretary of 
State, NoYenber 1, 1945 (from Chu.'1gking, Ciesp. 890, November 26, 
1945, U.'1Classified). (4) Letter to P::-esi<ient Tr~an, U.'1dateci (from 
Chungking, tel. 1948, Novembe::- 8, 1945, conficiential; file 851G. 
Q0/11.845). (5) Letter to President T~an, January 18, 1946 (from 
Chungking, tel. 281, February 13, 1946, confidential; file 740.00119 
Pl-l/2-1346). ( 6) Letter to ?:resident Truman, February 16, 1946 
(unclassified file 851G.l0/2-2046):. · . . · 

Ibid. 

38 •. U.S. Depa::-tment of State, telegram to Saigon 305, DecS:::oer 5, 1946. · 

· 3.9· Ellen J. H~mme::-, The Strucgle for T'1dochina 1 1940-1955, (Stanforci: 
Stanford University Press, 1966), p. 155· 

40 •. ~., p. 186; Buttinger, op. cit., II, pp. 676-678 • .. 
41. Ha=er, op. cit., P•. 190. 

42 . . Ibid. -
43. ~., P· 186. '-

• " . , . 
1;4. . Ibid., P• 191. 1\ .· 

45. Ibid • 1 P· 19?· 

46. ~., P• 193· 

.. 47. Ibid.) PP• 193-194. 
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49. 

50. 

51. 

52: 

53· 

54. 

55· 

56. 

57· 

Toid.' P· 197· 

Toid.' P· 195· / 
Toid., P• 195· 

Toid.' P· 207. 

Ibid.' P· 204. 

Ibid.' P· 199· 

Ibid.' P· 2o8. 

Buttinger, on. cit., 806-807. 

Chart is based on conte:oporary publications of the U, S. Depart
ment of State, Office of LJtelligence Research, together vith 
Hammer, op. cit., and Buttinger, op. cit., passin. 

58. U.S. Department of State telegram to Paris 6586 of 24 Dece!!lbe:r 
1946, CONFIDEi•:TIAL. 

59· U.S. Department of State teleeram~o Paris 75, ·8 January 1947. 

fi:J. U.S. Department of State tne::lorandu.""J for Hr. Aci:leson, dated 
{)January 1947, subject "French Indochina." 

61. Ibid. 

62. 

66. 

• 
State Department telegram 431 to Elnbassy in Paris, 3 February 
1947, SECREr. 

-~ 

Hammer, op. cit., 202 . 
. ! 

U.S. Department of State telegr~ to-Paris 1737, 13 ~~y 1947. 
'' • I . ' . 

U.S. Department of State telegra!!l fro:n Paris 3621 of 9 July 1948, 
and telegram to Paris 2637 of 14 July 1948. 

u.s. Jepartment of State telegram to Paris 3368, 30 August 1948. 
i 

67. U.S. Department of State telegram from Paris 5129, 30 Septewber 1948 • 

of State telegram to Paris 145, 17 JanuarJ 1949. 
. j 

68. U.S. Department 
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70. 

----·----

u.s. Department cf State telegrz;,., to &>igon 77, 10 1-~ay 1949. 

u.s. Dencrt~ent of State telegra:.n, I-1arshall 9~(41 to Nanking, 
2 July i9h8. 

71. u.s. Depert~ent of S~ate, Arprc~sal of Cc~u~ist Effo~ts in South
c.:Jst Asia: 1948 (O::t'fice cf .~;.~tellige~ce Research .r:.eport No. 477d, 

·october 12, l9'~o), 12-13. 

72· U.S; Departn:er:t of State Bulletin, Vol. 16 (:.;arch 23, 1947), 536 . 

73· Toid. 

74. Co...""'W.ittee of Eurcpe2n EcoD~ic Cooper-ation; General Rep::>rt, Vol. 1 
(U.S. Dep=rtne~<t of S:.ate Publication 2930, 194.7), 13. 

75· Congressional Record, Vol, 94, Part VI, 80th Congress, 2d Session, 
7791. 

Cha!"les 1-/olf, Jr., Foreirm Aid: Theory a:-:d Practice in Southern 
Asia (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1966), 40-52 . 

77· Ibid., 53-54. 

78. 

79· 

80. 

Documents on ,Ar.-,erican Foreign Relations, 1949, 626. 
~ . 

!-1e.r:c:-un~-.z: f~:r- the :C:Xccutive Secretary, National Security Council-' 
from the SecreterJ of ~efer.se, dated J~~e 10, 1949, subject: 
United States PolicY. to;~ard Asia • 

A Report to the National Security Cou.~cil by the Executive Secre
tar,t on "T"ne Position of the United Stetes with Respect to Asia" 
(NSC 48/1, December 23, 1949). 

81. A report to the President by the National Security Cou.~cil on 
"The Position of the United States with Respect to Asia" (NSC 48/2, 
December 30, 1949). 

82. 

83. 

84. 

u.s. 

u.s. 

u.s. 

Depart:nent 

Department 

Depart!:lent 

of State, 

of _State, 

of State 

telegrali!'to Saigon 25, January 20, 1950. 

Press Release No. 1o4 - ) Feb~ary 1-' 1950. 

telegra~ to Saigon 59, February 4, 1950. 

85. Background Info~Jation Relating to Soutteast Asia end Vietnam, Co~
mittee on Foreign Relations, !·:arc;~ l9b6, p. 30. 

86. U.S. Dc:;>:J:::-tnent of State, Docu;-.:entary Histo!"J· .• , op. cit., B-48. 
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. !. B. FOOT!\OTES 

1. Joseph Buttinger, Vietna::1: A Drao:on Embattled {riew Ym·k: ?!·aeger, 
1967, 2 vols.), I, 172-174. 

2. ~· 

3. lata on Victna!!iese political parties is dra\m princi:rally from U.S • 
. : Department of State, Political Alia!"l-r:1ents of Vic't~1~~-::-se natione..li~ts 

(Office of Intelligence Research, Report No. 3708, October 1, 1949), 
-oa.ssim. 

4. Ibid., 138 ff. 

. 5· Ibid. 

6. ~·' 31-32. 

7. ioid., 36 

8. ~., 138 ~f. 

9. Bernard B. Fall, ed., Ho Chi Hil'.h on Revolution (Ne>T York: Praegcr, 
1967)' 130-131. 

~0: T'ne Hi.tler-Stalin Fact ;;as signed in August, 1939. On 26 September 1939, 
France outle.i·red the Co.m!!~unist Party. Ibid., and B"u.ttinge:-, o-o. cit., 
~· 224-226. 

11.. Ibid., 236-250 . 

12. 

13. 

14. 

,5 . - . 

• 
Ibid.' 242-244. 

U.S. Dept of State, Political Alignments •.• , on. cit., 58. 

Fall, ed., Ho Chi J.!inh on Revolution, op. cit., 133-134 

George Kodelski, "The Viet J.!irli' Co:1plex," in Cr-il E. Black and 
Thomas P. Thorton, eds., Co~~t~.ism and Revolution (Princeton: Princeton 
University Press, 196!!), 189-190. Cf. Bernard B. Fall, Tne :i\;o Viet-Na:ns 
(New York: ?raeger, 2nd Edition, 1963), 62. 

I 

16. Vo Nguyen Giap, Peou1t:'s Har, Peonle's Ar-;ny (Hanoi, 1961), 75, quoted 
in ibid. - . 

1.7. U.S. Dept of State, Political Alip;ntlents ... , O'O. cit., 60. 

18.' Fall, The T',;o Viet-~:2.:cs, 0'0 •. cit., 62-63 . 
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19. U.S. D-ept of State, ?:llitical Alip.:rt'!lents ... , op. cit., 54-55· 

20. Ibid.-.-

21. I. Hilton Sacks, "l-Ie;.::-xis:!! in Vietn=," in Fra.'lk N. Trager, e.:., 
Harxis!!l i~ Southeast Asia (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1959), 
150. 

22. godelski, lac. cit., paraphrasing the official Vietna:1ese Communist 
Party history, Thirty Years of Stru,·;;J.e of the Pa.rty. 

·23. Bert Cooper, John Killigre1·:, i'1orman La Charite, Case Studies in Insu!"
gency ar1d Revolutic:r:?.!"Y ~,.;arf?..!'e: Vietn<?~m 1941-1954 (Ha.shingto~: S}:~Cic.l 
Operc:.tion.s R~.sear-ch O: ... fice: The American Univc:-sit;:{, 1964), 87-88. 

· 24. Nodelski, on. cit., 189, quoting Thirty Years ..• 

25. Cooper, et al, on. cit., 88-89. French sou.rces estll:!atcd 50,000 Viet 
Hinb in Tonl:in as of .tu.:gt:st, 1944; U.S. Dept of State, Political Alj~n- -
ments ... , on. cit., 61. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

Cooper, et al, loc. cit. 

Some French autho!"s have been nrcne to credit the U.S. for Ho Chi 1-:ir.h 
and the Viet Einh; e.g., Lucie~ Boda.rd, The Quickse.nd Y~ar (Boston: 
Little, B!"o:m, 1967},221-222. Tne rankiP.g Aoericr,n ofUcial in northern 
Vietna!:l in 1945, Brie;adier Genera! Fnilip E. G~.llagher, ha.s atto:~ted: 
" ... throughout the r.Jcnths before the Japanese capituJ.ation, O.S.S,. · 
offic~;:;:s and :::en operated behind Japanese lines, to arm, lead a1Jj train 
native guerrillas ~:ho were organized by the Viet Hinb." (A s:ltl.!ation · 
~eport, undated, in the Gallagher Papers, quoted in Bert Cooper, Joa~ 
Killigre1;, and Ji'o!'!llan La Chari te, Case Studies i:1 Inswgency and Revolu
tionaq' l-iarfe.re: Vietna!!l 1941-1954 b:e.shi.r!gton, D. C.: Specie.l Opera
tions Resea'::-ch Office, The Americe.n University, 1961j/, 107.) But O.S.S. 
assista.'lce to the Viet 1-!ir,_l}-led guerrillas was quite· limited; althou~il 

·it gave the Viet Minb the opportunity to proclain that they ;1ere part 
of the Allied effort agaiP$t the Jananese. Cf., Fall, Le Viet-~:inh: 
la Renublique De..,ocre.t; que du Viet-II= /YariS: Librairie Aroand C.olin, 
196Q/, 34. Fall, 'l\10 Viet-Nar:lS,,c-o. cit., 66-71, details the case . 
for the posti·Ta:::- Jl,l;lerica.n aid, ·and comort to the Viet ll.inb, which adds 
up to a more substantial charge but similarly is without foundation 
in the record. 

Quoted in ibid., 63. 

U.S. Dept of State, Political Alig~~ents ... , on. cit., 66-67, quoting 
The Fact·.:al Record of the August Revolution (Hanoi, September, 1946). 

Fall, ed., Ho Chi J.!inh on Revolution, en. cit., 141-142. 

Buttinger, en. cit., I, 435-436. 
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32. 

33. 

-4 :; . 
35· 

36. 

3.7· 

U.S. Dept. of State, Political Aliq~~ents ... , o~. cit., 146-147. 

Haam2~, ou. cit., 104. 

i-;p,:rvL'1 E. Gettle=n, ec., VietNam (!;e·..r York: Fawcett, 1965), 57-59· 

3'..lttinr;er, 0:). cit., I, 325-327: 

I .·.- "?8 ~~,. ,.__ •t ll5 ll6 ......£2.£·, .)- -.).)-: ro""'"o::ler, OC>. c~ . , - . 

Harr=,er, on. cit., 117, q_uoting Sup!"er:;e Allied Command, Southeast Asia, 
Comw.issior. 1-:o. 1, Saie:,c:-1, Poli tice..l Eistor-v of French I~doc~.ina S-:·"t.-:..t':-1 
ot 16°, 13 Seut~:::":lc:r - ll Octo':Jer 19~5 . 

38. U.S. Dept of State, Political Alignzner,ts ... , ou. cit., 73-74. 

39. 

40. 

41. 

42. 

Ha~:l~Zr, 01), ·~ c~ \...' ll7 

Ha.m.T:Je r , on. cit., 120. 

Buttineer, 01) • cit., I, 337 

Buttin.g-er, OTJ . ·~ 
CJ.. L- •' 351-354. 

Ibid. -
Buttingcr, ~o~n~·~c~i~t., 356, 634. 

45. Ibid; Sacks, on. cit., 157; Fall, ed., Ho on Revolution, o~. cit., 146. 

46. Sacks, ou. cit., 158. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 

51. 

52. 

53· 

54. 

55· 

A-'· ...... 

Ibid. • 

U.S. Dept C·f State, Political Ali:;nJ-:lents ..• , 77-78. 

H&~er, on. cit., 150. 

Buttinger, on. cit.,"' 371-372. ., . 
' ' . 

Ibid., 399-401; U.S. Dept of State, Political AlignT:Jents ... , on. cit., 
'7B;George A. Carver, Jr., "The Faceless Viet Cong," Foreign Affairs 
(Vol. 44, No. ·3, April, 1966), 350. 

Buttinger, on. cit., I, 402-403. 

U.S. Dept of State, Political Ali:;nDents •.. , on. cit., 81-82. 

Fall, Tvo Vi.et-!:a::~s, on. cit., 131. 

Har~er, on. cit., 179. , ~.' 
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56. Ynam Van· Dorig (presently Prer.ller, then Vice Pres.ident) an.:1ounced in 
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