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~3ic::(": :·:~.::.:::.::-:i::-~:.:., ·.-·:· .. .:..·..::! .:.~ ~-~~cf::~ ·.:L~i. --~a.:.;:.~. =.t .-~as a 
~J·J)'..l.lat.ion .. ;f ~;,3L:G,(.)(.--,C litJing ir: Ln are2. ):._' C.)_;)r·.)~~i:n:::.telv l·~:,G\Y: 
:;qua::>e rr.i:.e:::. Two-t;.l.ircs of the people live in the northeast. Th'-' 
[':~.~era.ge ·~'?nsit::.r j_3 .:5C· per square J:·.ile, ~·.rhich ls :1icher tha:: Latir~ 
,-.i:Ler~ca a2 .l ·_,<r .. ~le. :'he 2.ep1~:;lic 1 ~ r:J.ci3.~ ::c·~·:.;.~:3..:..t::.or. .:.s -::~"3i..L~a:.ec" 
....., - ~--cu.~... ........ -~·- ··--- .... ::\ .... -.:'70 -~d ... ,.,~;...-,..... - ·~ ~·e, ·en~ ne···· ~-'"" :...·J ........... l.t ."-' ~Jt;: ... : ·..;.:::::! •• ~ .u~~·v ......... .:;:.., .......... ..L~\Jv., .:.,_., 1---- ·. •v j oro, ·-11· ..... 

.!.2 per cent ;::ac;cas:._a~1. The C:Jminican R.E:Dl.Cl:lic _:a::; h:::c' a l ;;1:: 

:-,istory J2 i.:1tern2~ 8.Jnflict, ~·1it.:1 frequer.t ot:~.::.idc .::.r:t:e~vent.:.::>~l.. 
Goverrurient ::az tra6iti::>nall~r :evcl-t:ed arourJ j ~ers0nalltieo .:·a the:. .. 
than i~s::~ .. t!ons or !~:elegies, a~~the a~:nl~~3trat:on of )utllc 
c . ...:.".:."ai:. ... :J 1 .~::F~3.ll~r ::.-::. ·:.:..-2 t~nds 'Jf ir-.. -:om;>eter.: :·1.:-:d ::orrup~ :J:""':"'ic.:s.l£, 
t".a3 (.c.~n c-;1-~.....,a.'-:-e ...... : -e.-. .,._,, .. 0000"'tU'1" Sin anc· ~··i-~l)'''l.. :-.a·r·da~ .,.e·-~1or~.:.::. - - • ...... ... - .... ... .. _. - ..., J ... .. - • - • ~ ...... ·' ... !' .• .... ... - ~' ••. ...,_ 'OJ • 
::1 tl-~is env:.:-ooru--::ent, C:::>ntrol of t~'le ar::1y, .3.;..3 ir, so raany Latin ~-:leri,:;=..n 
co:.mtrie.:, nas been -~.--.e i\.ey to ;;ol.:tlcal pouer . 

.,.~,..1·· 1-r1.sto7 .l...~... .! ........ -

:i:'ter 35C years of color..:.al :-t:le, the Somi;~ican Repub2.ic 
er~ergec as an independent nation ir. 1344. :r.. 2'.)nstant fear 0i.' .:.n­
vasion f:-om their neighbor and fo:'lller conqueror, Haiti, the 'Oomin­
icans made ::'epeated overtures to ?ranee and Spain for protec~ion. 
For a brief ;:Jeriod during the US Ci·Jil h'ar Spair. regained Gontro.:. c;· 
the country, but, partl:r 'cecause of us p::'essure and the unitec' ::'e­
sistance of the Domir_icans, Spain withdre11 in 1365. Despite the lo:1g 
struggle :'::~:• independence the Dominican :1.e:mblic •,;as u;1preparec f0:c 
liberty and ciemocracy. Its people had rece.:.ve-:5 ~~o train:!_ng in 
po:!.itics or public adnini.strat::.on f:com the :pa:1.:.ards a;1c hac been 
gi·1en no efz'ecti·.re voice in ~overnr.:cnt durin; ~l'le t1~o .:Jecaccs of 
Eaitian :c•.lle. In its first 40 years of indepencence the Republic 
e .,.~"r"" 1"' -·~volutiot·s -~ve~:o' S't"'~eedi~- 'n -•·orthr~•·r1~c- ,_,1e ... ..-...., _~.,...; -rV __ 1: .,:._ ......... .:.. .._ .... ....,. -~!:;.. -• ..,_.._ 'J•-'•:;.:~ v~ 

r.s.tional g,y.-'!r:ou-::tent. P.apidl~', and )ften viole:'lcly, strong :.:en, sup­
ported b:' Cil.'.lCilloS --provisional political :'ig·.J.reS \~it~1. large private 
armies --s:.:;::ceeced each other to the presider,cy. 

:~1. lB69 ti:~ :·o::tir,i.can governne:1 t 1:,eques ted !JS an~1exa t i..Jn. The 
,}~~an;; ac'Jr,i::-,ic;;::>ation ·,.!as receptive; it dispatc;1t:d US :1aval forces 
a·.:.c c::>e•.q ;_.t; '" :;reaty oi' annexation. The treat:r :'ailed -co 1·:in rat:L­
f~~ac~::n ::_~ :he Senate, however, and the entire projec: was abandoned 
L1 18i:i.. uS action ·..:as thus forestalled a :;en era tion, buc the later 
cc:caces ::f t:,e n:Lne:;o;en th centc.r"'r were a •J:'eluce t.J 1:: :;erve:' t ion. 
·r.;ars o~ :r.ic;;.anagemer.t, opportc;.;i.:om, corr;.9tion, anc -:JUtrir;:-:t looti:1g, 
1 ;!'t t:1e ·:::·~;:.t:-y ir.::;cl·Jent by the e:1c' ·:Jf t;,e cec curer. T:::e .:; ituatio:1 
r-.:: ce2:er_e:•2. :;ed int·:. f'inancial anc )oliti;;a:!. chaos, :me european 
: :.;_n-c~:.e~, ::err.anC.ir.c ;ayment :r. lcn.;-ove:'C:uc loc.ns, t~-::. ... eater:.e6 to 
,::: Jllec: C-7 c..rmed .::--orce. .:4. t t:L:.s po.:.nt the US ~::-. tervened. 

=~ 17~: ~ne Jo~~~~icans a~ree~ :.o the a;po~~t~ent ~f ~9sid~nt ~~ 
:_~ca~ ~;a~:~. :~ :;cs ~heod~re ~~:sevel: ~~de~toolc :he =anageme~t 
:;:_~ ::;:·i.~.::..:.-:1 :-::.~-- cu~;:;or;1.::; :-evenues and ,~.:.~ranged set~.:.e:nen-cs ~·;ith crecii-:o:.:"' 
.:~·:·.·:er·:~. .;:._-.c.C.:u:;:.::..ly ·.~: .. ~ US ass~.L'Yled e··:en greS"Ci~:"' c·:·!1"C:L~o:. :Jf..' T\J,r:ini-:~.: . 
.:~:..-:~anccs, ]:':..nc:::..;a::~; ~ndE:Y" ~.:e ~"cl1:.:s of .~ :-:;70 :reat:.". The ex.per.:!.-
. :-2:--.t ··.~s 3. !:"'=~-J~.:..:!C:..::~ ~"'is cal 3ucces..:_. Ir.te: ._ .. ~a~ st:o.:!.fc ·::c.nti::ueC, 
·~-··-ev·~ a·~c- t·-e ''<· c"-!J~tc"'e"" -~-11 "-r•·l~ ··-,.,ce "· '·il~c: and,-·=·--.... ....,.. .::_ J .o. ;~ u._. .. ..:...;;:) 1:4 ,._ ,_. ._ ~~a;;;.;. •·;.c. .-~ - .1.. .._..._ ..:... .. ~ ..J., · '-"'='--·· 
.·.,.. 1·-, ) ........................ t,~t ···- ... c·-... ~n-~ ~- ...... ~ ..... ,..,....... ...., .. .,.....~.., 1~· .~ ~ , -~1.: .... t-.• ".·e ',J·:-: ~s.·.::::: ....... ~c: 
••~ .1~~ vv .!_ .... :v c~,.;. .J.::J .::. .1.n-.. .. ~u ...... -v_~..o ... ~. ='-•.c....:.. _; --· .1..:;' ....- .... - __ ...,_-

cs,n;;le-ce :-es;onsib::..:.:L-::r :"or governic;; tl-~e ·: )Unt::.""~.r. 

. . ,... ----.... 
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;~ t:.a ·-::~~~~~·:: ~~-~:2~c~ ~~6 8'!C~ t0d~~' ~~:1~2 ~~ :·:·Jlc~· ---~ 
-=-~::-:i::.:.-::.:.!1 z~t:!.::;:.tGe toi·:a:-"c·: ~l1e: US. 

"'l"'U'illr: :~r,t':~"-o.,...c:::!:~"···. (1 -:.o:('j_l"·r.:.()\ - !,)- - _._...._,...,._...., - .... •-·t _- _,...,~_. ~·---..I 

RiE:.ns f~om o':J:3Cl.A:."'e ·:.e3ir-.~i!"'.[:J tl1.r:")u:_:~: t~:.~C: re.i.:k3 c:C' -::~:e >.:~)n­
ztabular:r to become commander of t:1e ar::1y, ;(a_':1cl Tr·.tj::.ll<e ;.-rol::.:cf, 
·1roved res.C:v t;·J us·~ I-.i.s milit;&ry D)Sition t.c J.(v?.n.::e to s;..;..;_;r·ci::.r;; )O'.:G_' • 
... -;'! .... ,-; .... ,,,..;r: ..... ~""evol ..... =c·a;nr""'- :J""e-•c·::. . ..,~ <;r~, .. c:·ez .-r ~-he ·· .. ,.,r" ..... -..; ....... - o-·· • -...J~-...!"-·:;. c.- w - 0 -~o.JL- •~ ~ ... - ..... ,<.< ..... -~ cr. •. _; __ ..... a ...... ull ... -

)rov~sic'!""lal sovernwer.t :.n 1930, Tr·.J.jillo ·.-:2.5 cle:cted ·pre:.:!.t.:'€:r.: 1.'!::.:.1 
·;ne ~up~o:st of r_i~ ar::1y and irr.meCL.;.tely· set a;;ct.:t c':lnsoliC£ :i~c f.iz 
oc-"'i"'-.lor 1-unc"'n- a ,.,e.;.::r ...... -r' ~er··or -nc' ru.;...· ... .,e~~l· .. '"''\'"''''_,C> ... r"".l __ _ :...J JW>-v...l. . , ;<. ....... _::. ... _

0 
• .~- .J 1, _ , (.!. v~~.J.. _.._.,__, ,1 .::,,_ i:'J.~- -·-==~· .... u!_.; 

-.c"l op~csi~'~n ~., 19-.:; he ·~a-' ec··<>bli~'-er' a •• ,..,.,le-e <>nc' .. ~cl-•' ,:;. • .J:! '-'-'-' • ~~. ;;v ..:..;. I.; •wt;;. i.:ll.a. ._. (; ~u.,.;.t:-' ~ - '-hl ..... a..~-

·e~-ec" c'<c-a~or~· .... .~ ...... T ..... ,,"'..:l""'!·' P1n·11·' .... ,;,C"...._,.Icc· ~ho ...... ......, .... .;~."'"'"'l-- • .~.~ - -... "-' -1--.!."" • ... '""cJ- .J..v J. • ~.A- .; .1. .... ~........ ... ... ._ ...................... ·-•• 

·"~a~c'-1 -··1~1s o··-' .,,. ~.,cad> o" soc~..,l •rn--ress op·~··-. re•J - ~.;. !.1. ...;_~ '-'- ~ J ....... ~~....· J..o..J.~ .i.(;o. 0 
\..:: .... ~.... ~ .;~ --1 t:a.L.J..!eQ ol : 

:anda, t~ildin3 ca~als and roads, ~nd mode~nizl~s the ~!~ies--w~s 
~""::pressive. I!'l hur:ia: ...... t:rms, hot.o.~ever, the :--e3~::e meant an 2.t:'8P~Y -:--;.""' 
~~eedcrn, ~ustice, and self-respect for the rouin~can ~eople. 

~!"'.C 7\e'.Jl....i.~l_!..:! I .3 relatiOnS ~·lith :!. t:J !1€; ::_ sl:.i;:.)l-.'3 •:.'J.r .:.n~ -:~:e ::~'.~j .:.:::_ ·.: 
-2~2. 7'~~~c~·p~~eo· ..,,l.·o·e·· .......... l~r ,~;t·n-··"···· m....,u.::;ll·"' ~·-c~, ·c",... 1 .... ;- ·-C".:-!::nc~~·-··· - - .... .... ..; ~..~.~ v . - • l"" ;y • • ~- • u I.......;. .. ... J. .; -- u oJ C' v ... t;; ' 0. - --. - ... ""........ -·' ..... 

:;-:>unCa!'y C·ispu-:e t·!ith H:?.iti i~ 193=:, :1e 12.ter ;::.?.s~~c:'e~ tL:;1.:.~and~ )f 
r-:a!t:.ar:.s :·:r.o .J::.a6 .=r.t:creC the country in searc:-~ =.)f t,;!·:.plo:-·~nent. L~tc:s 
·;:'lou;;h, ~:.~s ~o-.. ·e:":-.. ne~t :1ade a cash rest.:..tu:~ion, and :..:1 195-l he s::.~r.~.ec 
"- -vrE:aty ·.::.:h :~a::.~::.. In 1951 Trujillo also er.cec a d::.sput'~ 1·:ith 
~;· . ..:.ba 1 S F~.l:..~~n~i:. 3~::!.sta and sicne·C a declarat:!...)n :Jf !:oni:r:er-o:.·ent:!.,.:..r: 
:1efo.:,...e t~1r: Int~::'-.~::-.el."ican Peace Cor:niasior,.. Et:.-;; 1·rith the :-:.se oJf 
~ast:-c, ::....,cl.:.tions :et;·reer.. Cuba anC the !:cr:-.1:1..:..ca~-. i1ep:.:.b.!.i·: .-;~c.;e liCre 
~::-;·....:.rc:::. ~=-·..:.j:.2.lo :e.:1erally : .. ·Jllowed a P•1l:.:..;:y si' .f:"iendl.? coo;erat:or. 
,,: ::. ~~~ .:;.::.e C"..S 3.r..C ':li ·.;h tet•: exce~ tiun.: supp or~e~ :.> .. e US pes it ::.Jn i:;. 
:..:::::er·!:at~.~:-,.:=.1 affa.::.rs. Ee also cooperateC ·::itl'l the Cl''.S and ::upportec 
•;ne ~ .. :e~te_rn Hemisphere defense proposals. 

·~::-aj.::.:o ,,.:as :;,;.-~:....,elentingly a:1~icOITI.~."'r.Ur .. :.st. Durir~G n:.s re.:!.gn t~-1ere 
~-:2:; ::c 0'!e:r;; cr cove~·t commun:!.st s.ctivity ::.;1 the Republic. 

i:·om~r~.-:..:s.~ exile.;, long a focal point ·J:.. .... aGit.at:-o:: i:: --:-.::.e Cur:..".:­
C::::_~Yl, : .. .::"st ;!OSed :::. :;:ajar thres.t -:c TruJill) .:.n 1?5·0. :~-: -::~-~t ti:.ne 
L~-= -:"i.se of ::ast·co and ~ne ~r~s"call2.."~ior.. u:_, ~err.c~ratic ;ov·e::~!"l:nent i:-. 
··;·~.:e::'J.el-..:. .3;ave : .. res~~ :!_.:-npetus to t~e :-evclu~::.·)r.E:::'~ .... cat:se. 3:1all-scal.:; 
~·.····-ca:.: 3.-~C' ........ ·~~-:-~...:: ·.-·.·:1 .:..;.....~ ~'o- <nl.·,..-= ..... Pot ..... ..;·,··ic ··n..::·l..., 'U?"\ _.., A'"'• ._._. ~-V• ... ....I..(;i.JC"" ... ..._, ........... '...Jio.J.'i;;;; -· 1.1...1.. • .._.._,.1 .;.o_ ... _~..... ..J.---ol ~ ..... ,,0 

: . .:.;:.::.:·~:.~::a.:. ::-::ile .)~.:..:i;L]..zation o)er3.t1ne; c·v.t Ji""' ::u:oa 3.!:C 7enll.:·..:.ela .·:::.:~·-
-= ·,;·-.e ...... '"',.,., 1 " 1 ··r..: ...,_ ·~.::.··.-··,:::..,....• ancJ eu""'··""~O~~ inva-'1--:..-: -: .. e ~0Ul·'1.:......,~r )-. -It J-'·""r-:::a ..,_, __ .. _ •• .a.;l4..._~._;:,..., .............. _._;..) ...,. :J;:J ..,v, Wo.,;_ • ...., ..... ...., '-'• ........... ...,. ....u.~o!,;. 

T:-.e: ::.:-:va.::icc. faileC, ~'1.0iJever, lGd resulteC ~il = consiCerab:.e Cemor~l­
i.:.:a-c~or-~ :.f ::;'le :·:;r.,.:::..:J ..:..~an li':Jera tior: moveme.--:".:;. 

rl'he a::J.).:.~~.:.ve : .. -:va.sivn ·:1as fol:.:JweC ·oy ::'! pe:rioC. of ~erie,::eC re­
;·:-e~3:..cn &...-:.: vialetiC~J i:-1 the I'or.li!1!8an :1·3:J-...:iJli·:, tut OE)i)::JSi~ion f:..~-:;TL 
~e·/e·,-,~ 1 ,""-":1·-.:-o~-=-- muw··.,..ed arra1nst -·,...o rone;·~ec t..::.·.-,...-.o,.... ·:'he rominica:-~ 
.::-..: .. · .. •. --:-: ··.'-""-- ;,_ .. - 1 ..... •.J ·~_....J.::o. I .--·:':' ...,'".: .... ··~·- ... :.::, ·.: 1 -...::;0 
·~- ..... .:.::,_ ... = ·c.::;:--.~::..:.--:~r.: ,_,_..:.:....: c_ ... v..:.-....cr s ) ......... 1 ..... ;_e;:;. .... ;. cJ::.~: .... ary ... :..:·~_, • 7e:"lez·;..tS:l-::..~.:; 
:..:_c.:...::::~-=-~er:: ,.,..;_~ -c: .. ~ :-.:.~·.:::..ni..cCJ.n 3..:;\·er:1r:-.ent :'.):..., ··iol:..tions eo;.. .. ~1t;;.:an :....,i~I:t3 

---·----· 
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·- v :... ..:.. <: ...... - - ·. - ~J - ·'. 

'·' ~ !' • 

_:.;: -,.-:= :·:.:.:t:: n: :: _ ·, ~ :· .. ·. . ·-- ~ 

-: - • 1 -
-~--- ·' .. 

.: . . . .. , . ·------· -···,· 
::-.e U3 sevE:--::::· ·-..:.~:.:,_~: . .::::~i.e: rl(~lat~::·:--. .: :..:t~ ·.::- ..:.;·..:.: ·;. ..:; L-: :.::= .. -.·-~-~:--~· • H • -- .-' ...... 
-::he OAS Cour.cil •::.c;ec liw.itec econ;imic ~anccior;s ae;ains'C ;;:--.e 
~ominica~ ~~puClic. 

':::".!Ji.:.::...: -.-..-;:.:. :--:...:~assi~~~eC ·)r. ,::J ::.a:: ~-=~~l :.:.~: "=- ·---~::: • ..:..; ,.. ·)~·;·.~.:~..:-:.:-: 
.·i~:..:i..-~a~..,:· :J:"'.:"i-:ersJ :,::.;,:: "r:.':--:.;.~~:li~I:-. .:' 1 c.c-::-:t:,;..:.·.Ae< ·,.:.r.~:e:-- ·:l_8 ::..~:::.i:. 
-~:.cta-:-J:" 1 3 .:.or~ 2~r~c -c·.-:o b:.""·Jthers, ·::.-_!) Coru.i~1~"Ce,: ··:.t.e e:::··-~ntry ~;:-.. :-cL~.): 
.:::.e;:..;.:..-"'e::~t:aC ?res~Ce~J.'C Joaquin DalL6'..A.er. I·:. ·.-.~a.-:; .:-nl~; :!le e:vr.ti.1t:..e.-5 
__:;:res~:.l:'E! ·::::· 0.\S pol~tical B-nd econ.n:tic .3anc':i:"Jr.3 ~t,3.·.; :'i:u:.ll~r :"o:. .... :.:.:•.:d 
·.:.:::e ::7:-u,ji:..:..:, ..:'amil7 from ~c~·!e:- ir, ~962 and lee~ ·.:.c the :.r.stc.ll~~iun o: 
.i p:--cv~Si.)r .. al ::o:J.:::·:~:..: :)f state to )repa:."'e ~:-te ;·:ay i"02 ,;_":'ee elect~o~--.s. 

The 3osch Gove::-nme·:lt ( l ?63) 

Dr. Juan Bose:-., a writer anD _?ol::O.tic:;.l J.:.::.en:ist, !"'e!::..;.:-ned ~1 .. ~::". 
25 years- e::ile to :<eac the left-o:-center I'omi:--.ican :\evoli.<tiona:::-y 
?arty (P:l.:!:l) to easy ;,·ictory ir. these ele-~:;ions and ;-oaJ lnc.;.:guratec 'x: 
27 Feb::'uary 1963. Bosch hac 2. clear ma~1d3.r.e ;;c institute .-;;aj.?::' 
~oli~ical, econora1c, and social re.::.,orms, ·:Jt.~t ~1:~ experient;e l;: e:,::.2.e 
:"lad not prepared hir:-. to cope '!lith the p:>a::tical probler.:s .~:' :i1e :;'1;;.;-:. 
:-:is ineffec-cive sovernment disappointec1 his pa::':;~r and :he people, a:1:' 
3osch himself never sained the confidence of the economic :::ligarchy 
because of his reform proposals. .'ie lost ~lle confidence :;,:' t:-.e a~~.ne-~ 
forces becaase of l1is opposition ::o their zpec:.al pr>i7ilege::: and l'!iJ 
permi3s:va attit~de toward communi3m. 

~.·.'hile 3os~h :-!ir.lself v1as not a c::mun",.lnisc :x .. "' a. L:o.7L.nu~~.:.:3::; s: .. r.:~:~:::-~:..=e::·, 
::e took :1.0 a0tlon tD control comr.1'.r!ist J.ct:.v:1.-;y an t::e €,;r"·'J'...i.:1C tha-: 
-~omrm.misn \-'.!as :-:o~ "'.r~ Grgcnt prob:.e:-l. The:.~e v1ere ~:·.-·D :o:r~t~::ist. o:.--gr!;.~­
zat~:Jns in ·;;.e 7::orr.i:-:~c3.n Rep~blic: the r·=£5~..:.lar Comm:.1:1::..s~ ?O.:""t~-~ 
'D~~in' "a,... .::> ..... --.• c. .... 1 l,ji ...... ';:J ..... --~ ?SPT"'i .... · -· e ''o ...., , . ..,..: .... - ·-.-- .. ., .. ~ _, ..!.. ... n~l .I.-~....,; ..... ~: ~:.l.4J.a: "-'~;C a ~ .. a. ·j"J- .L 1 j ..:-.nC .,.1 v .il.i.~\.t... .. ~ .... •· -\.. .-:...; !..- ~·.!..:o" 
•. -om.-.:1.~.can :.-JVo::men., (.'tPD) .)L ;e 

l -1)-
- - <._ 
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A ia1.l :::cary l~::u~ leC by Colonel ( af"csr 25 .~;;ril Gene~a2.) :::l.i3.3 

:·'essin :r ':iessin, ·::c;,r.:mar.deJ:> of the ;;owerful Armed Forces T:·air.iq; 
Cen1:cr c.t .:..1n IsiCra_. overt!' .. .:.""e\"r ::-.. a Bosch ·Gove:."":unent ot1 25 Sep~em':Jer· 
:..·;63 a~C c:.. .... eated a ·.:::.vilian j;.mta .mder :··J:1alC :teiC Caj!"e.: :o ru..J "ct.c 
-0:our.t:-y. .\l.tr ... ou;;:-~ :..":...ght:.st p:::l:.-:.:.cally, :~1e -~6-iC ~u.nt;a 1t:o:-~-:ed c.:.:::T­
SI!:..e!'lt:.)us:~l to l;::p:_ .. o•Je the l.ot of the C:cu:=:.r:.ic:l:') :Jecple. ?.e:!.C ne\·~:-· 
'.·:on sub 3 ta-:1;; ial :JC:;:nlar s uppo:>c, :-.owe vel:', and ::; os en l'e ca5..r,ec a la:::'S'= 
..:.., ):.2. Ultl i:~,E,:. ::r-_ :.!:~ ·.p~e k _;)re c e r~C i:l.~ the c ou~ ,.{; 

·1'.-·1.-.e :.on ''J.S r~a-'uall-- ;,...., ~-_.. ... .: .-. .. ,.:"r'l:"l" .:-- ...... 1-~..:..~.--
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Lhey :·:ad hrdped ol:' tac 1 tly ace ep ted Bosch 1 s o•1s te !:', ·,lel:'e n o~r en gager' 
ln the c~~spiricy to bring back tne deposed pt"esident. Pt"ominent 
;!:::o~~ tnes~ ~=~re Lt. Col. Herna~do Ra~i~ez and Lt. Col. r·iantes Arach~, 
-cne: leader of t112 Navy 15 elit;e frog:nan u:1~t:. On 15 .;:.p.ril, ??.I:) leacier 
?ena Gomez returned fL'•}m Puerto Ri~o with funds to buy sJ.pport for 
a coup from units of the Duarte, Mella, and Sanchez battalions,--the 
units that did launch the coup effort on 24 April. 

&-op 1) 

_] 

US Dominican Policy (1963-1965) 

The US had worked for the creation of a middle-of-the road 
popularly elected democratic government in the Dominican Republic 
aligned with the West. To this end it pressured the Dominican govern­
ment to hold the 1963 elections and after Bosch 1 s election adopted 
the following objectives: 

1. Maintenance of the Bosch administration in 
power as the duly elected government for so long as 
it maintains a democratic, pro-Western orientation. 

2. Orientation of that administration to"\"lard 
democratic, pro-Western policy objectives in both 
internal and external policies. 

3. Isolation and control of the extreme left 
and extreme right. 

4. Strength~ning of the moderate, democrAtic 
elements and forces within the Dominican Republic. 

5. Increasing the capability of the Armed Forces 
for maintaining internal.security and strengthening of 
their ability to resist Communist subversion. 

6. Support of the Bosch administration in a 
sound program of meaningful economic, social and 
political reforms within the framework of the Alliance 
for Progress. 

~) Latin American Policy Committee, "Dominican Republic: 
Plan of 1\ction for the Period Beginning February 27, 1963," 21 
Feb 63, attached to ~) Memo, DASD (ISA) to CJC~;, I-23752/63, 12 
Jun 63, JMF 9128.4/9105 (15 May 62). 

In keeping with this policy, the US suspended all economic and 
military aid to the Dominican Republic when the Bosch GOVernment 
was oveJ:>th.:-ow!1. "The establishment a ,d maintenance of representative 
and constitutional government is an essential element in the Alliance 
for Progress ... ," said Secretary of State Rusk in announcing 
this action to the press. "Under existing conditions . . . there is 
no opportunity for effective collaboration by the United States under 
the Alliance for Progress or for normalization of diplomatic re­
lations." The US later recognized the new government when ::\eid 
announced his intention to hold free elections, issued a decree 
setting forth election timetables, and gave public assurances of 
respect for civil and political liberties. 

iv 
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-~~~e.~~·~:. :L t~~ :~;~; ~,: r~~~s{). '!?.~ r~f~~~~N~ :: ~ , ; P~/; s :;~i<~=~ ~;; ~~~:~~ ~~~ ~1 ~:-
·.:2;;-:::.::;r .. i:: -cr-.. e :.:;;~~r:::.c3.n :=\ep·.;.'clic ~--.:.ght ·:.:·~= (i.:·:2~t.eC ::..r :i-:.c ~..:.:·.:..:.:·.~·-':..~~: 
~:>t,rernme:1: ":ecar: .. e ~:cstile to ~he a~ns ar~C .:.'ujc:.:-ci·~·es iJf. ~~-~e ~_i.S .J::.· 
OAS, if severe inte!:':1al C isorCer~ .:.ccurreC. in ;:;-,e R~<)utlic, ..::~ 1.:::· 
-::::.e governr:.ent 0r a group "claimin,/' to exerc::..:::e ~uti"l0rity rec;c;eo ;;.,;c 
r::ilitary aic. The object of any us mJ,l:.ta:::-y action ·.:oulc oe cr.c 
-::-estoratior.. or support of a ~overn1::ent :'r5_~=nC:.:: t.) t:-:e US, .=..;?ro,:ad 
·.Jy a su.bs~antial grcup J.C OAS merr~b~~rs, c.nC sup;:.Jr-ceC 'oy ::;. ;.;:.~:-~if::..­
.:;ant pCJrtion of the Dominican peop:;.e. CL\CLAK':' added that "in a:l 
)lanning, consideration 11ill be gi•1en to the cevelopnent o: soUl''lC 
:Jocial, economic, military and pol:. tical structures ln tt,e :'ominica.r, 
Republic." · 

The OP:SAN authorized courses .;f actL:r. fror.1 a show-of-f0rce 
·)perati:::n through blockaces and aL• interdicti,Jn to e•/ac'.lation oper­
a. tions and g:round intervention by c.irborne or :::.nphib:.ous groups. :'LC! 
)lan went into effect on 27 April •:~hen Presider;t Johnson orderec' t::e 
~anding o: US troops. 

~G~ 3) cn;CLANT OPLA.'I 373-05, 4 Aa:-· ;:::.,i.... 
~ . ' J·-~ . • J.:.r ~-~ 

~;.:...:,1 j.._ 'c:.-:;, f j . 
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~ ~"0 T ;'" .-.- .. _ _. 

-~:1 a_;:;pt:c.l for ::"2-SS a.~:ion agai~s-.:; ~he RciC e;cv~l"':" .. lT..ent;, 

·o:-oadcast in the earl~· afternoon by two stat!.:ms owned 
by PRD Finance Secretary Jose Brea Pena, signalled ·;h<.: 
begir.ni:-.g of the Dor.1i.'1ican re\oLttion .. 'Jemonstratior,5 
broke .:t:.t in San-co Do~.tingo, a:-d <it about 1400 cro1·:cs 
6athr:::-e;C: before the National Pal.lce demanding a ret'-!:':: 
-co the 1963 constit~t;;ion. In re.s;>onse ;;o a pres'..lr.ab:y 
pre-set signal, peop:!.e driving i:-, -che city began 
soundir.g their horns, and ln an apparently. well-planned 
;nove 1 t 1500 a group of yotmg army officer~:: ur.de:::- L-:. 
C.;l. :-it.:rnando Ramirez (see :!.ntrod].;.ctior.) ca:;:>tU!'ed t:1e 
gover~-ur.ent 1 s Rad.:.o Santo Domircgo, ~~here a PRD leade:-, 
:?rancisco Pena Gomez, broadca~::t tl:".e "fall" of the Re::..j 
government and the "restoration" cf the 1963 consti­
tution. He also appealed for larbe-scale demonstrations 
in support of the revolt. After his broadcast, demon­
strations spread thro~out ct-e city, but government 
troops regained control of the racio station shortly 
before 1600 and dispersed ~he demonstrators in the 
vicinity, although large crowds continued to roam the 
streets. 

\C._ . . 
·7)•rpreseiected agitators" kept urging the 

crowds--fo~e most part people from Santo Domingo's 
poorest sections--to return tc the palace and radio 
station after each dispersal by -;he police. The 
police were using f!.re hoses, tear ·gas, and overhead 
submachinegun fire to keep the crowds away. 

All times are local t!r.le-ES'::. ~ lL. 
to JCS, et al. , 250{f~ ~~=' 65, .;cs · U F";~ cts 
on File, XXV, 1278. · 1) · 

'7 =w 

At 2035 Reid reported to the nation on radio and 
TV that the country wa.s "calm and under absolute 
control of the government" with the exceptior, of two 
army ·oases, the 27th ?ebruary (just outside the 
capital) and 16th Aug~st (25 kilometers from the. city). 
To the rebellious troops at these camps Reid issued an 
ultimatum: surrender before 0500, 25 A~ril, accepting 
a goverr~ental offer of amnesty, .;r the loyal troops 
then 31_;.rround ing the ·;:,ases •,o~ould take ":1ecessary 
::~easu~~es." Reid urge: people li•;ing near the bases t0 
:eave t~e area ar.d ar.::1ounced a curfew uni:il (.(i,)O, 25 
April. He addec that elemen'Cs o:' all zervices, :.r.­
cl~di.:.t_. -c:-.12: :;olice, '.'1:::-e patrcll.:!..:.g -che sr;reets ~;:, 
r.tain~i..":..:!..tl order :ir .. d ~r:,)"Cect prope:"-cy. 

eGp 3) ;';is;;, .S::.:1t0 Dom.'..;:go 1036 'CO 5tate, 
25022oz Apr 65, .;cs =·: 29379. 

------·---- -------- ----------
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25 Apr 65 

:_:::~::..."'].j~ U~: ::~~.3CS3:J .. ~nGS. )L' :~·H: ::: tU:.!Li'-1r. :~-- ~;1 l:;;.t..lc...: 
:::-"1.::.:.: ~~:_,; >:.:l:..::~.:.:a.:.. :;::.:;.:..:.:.:: .... -:· ::£:.-2 :'c.·~_::.fL_ 

-:.::J t l:e '­
old -li~~c Gommur ... .i.st .?o.rtidc .-,ot.:lal..:.st3. fopular 
Domini.;ano (PSPD) (see int:::-ocucti.m) v;~as "con;;Jletely 
unaware of the atte;np-ved cou":J," b:.lti/ embers of the 
Castroi:e party, the ~grupacion Pofrrf a Catorce Ve Ju:.:c 
(A?CJ) (see introduction) were i~ the streets at 13JC 
seemin~~Y aware of the revolt. 

The US Embassy also reported on the political 

----------------------------
.\-;; the ti:r.e of -;;:•e revel t, the u::; ~:noas sad or, 

·,;. Ta9:..ey Bennett, Jr., was in ~ias,<ington on routine 
business, and the U3 :ussion v1as headec by the Er.lba.say's 
Charge, 'tl1111am Connett. 

situation, notir.;J; that PRD Secret<:.ry General Antonio 
Martinez had asstired an Embassy o~ficer that his party 
was no1.; involved. He expressed ·~oncern over CoiiUJiunis"; 
activity, but said the coup was less a matter of politi­
cal than internal military unrest, attributing it to the 
dissatisfied junior officers and noncoms. (The Embassy 
added, however, that :<Jarti:'lez was a pro-'JS moderate, anc 
probably unaware of any co~p plots in his own party.) 
The E;nbassy reported :;hat Social Christian Labor Move·­
ment leader Henry Molina had also expressed surprise at 
the revolt. The Embassy concluded that the political 
situation remained t~clear anc admitted that the 
demonstrators' pro-Bosch sentiment seemed largely spont~­
neous, but it suspected that leade:::-s of the PRD, 
Bala~uer's Partido Reformista (PR), and certain "extrelll­
ists' were responsible for the revolt. 

(.e"-Gp 3) Hsg, Sar.~ r.::mir.~o :..037 
Apr 65, JCS IN 29434. ~-Jp l) 

to State, 250303~ 

. - __jO c. 
P::-es:l.jent Reid's plan to s·.lrrcund t;he rebel ca.'llps was 
frust..:-ated, partly by the Dominican military· leaders 
who rei\;.sed to "kill their brother officers," and 
partly ty several senior officer~ 

~ho, althou€;11. no:; ir:volveo in the insurrec::-· 
~ion, :.ecretly disp~t.~hed junior c:'fice:::-s to ::.ssume, 
commanc of loyal unita. These officers in t~rn · 
i;;.str•J.c ted the troops not t;o fight. In ar. attempt -vo 
stren.;tr.en his ;Jcsition, Reid appcin-ced General Zli"-s 

rss:..:.-, y '.1essin Chief of S-;af'f o:' ::he Ar~ed Forces. 

·. --=::JI In ·;he ea:::-ly morning .tours, '--
ho'I'Jevar, rebel t;roops began :r.fi:.. :;ratin;S Santo I:'omingo, 
:.ssu:.:~g pistols and machine g..;ns to civi.:.ians. They 
also ·~ried, but failed, t;O re:aptW'e Radio Sa:1to 
Dorr.inzc. 

:.e-Gp 3) H3g, ;J;.:..··AF .C..:.tc.:heL ~ant:: I):)mir~g:J -:o CKJ) 
a:; a:..., 2514C2Z ;_pr 6:;, JCS :.:X 29733., ,:-'~Gp l) 
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Cesire to z.voiC :.:l.:J.::3hed. ·-:-~1cse :.:;.ff:!.cers liJ.:-cer :-ez­
ognized, however, ti1a-c their :c'a:!.lure r.o supporr. Reid 
was leaving the :·1ay O;Jen to :he ;;olitical lef-c to 
adva:1c•~ ·to power. ·;:-~eir proposed sol'L!tion 'das to :'::r>m 
a r::ili·;c.;:>y junta, c:Jir.posed of :1or.::-ebel officers, :;o 
succeed Reid and the~ negotia:;e ~:th tte rebels. T~a 

L::mbass:r concluded tha-v "Reid 1 ::; hours are ;'lumbe::>ed," ·:~.::: 
that the junta solu:;ion was probably impossible, 3i:1ce 
it woU:d be unaccep:;able to the rebels who controlled 
most of the city. 

r 
L 

rc:c. 

[ 

.J 

(.tf-Gp 1) Msg, Sa.:1to Dozr.ir,go l043 r..:J State, 251515: 
Apr 65, JCS IN 29817. 

:tealizing that t-::.e mi.iitary 1-;ould :1a-v f:!.,;ht to save 
:-.is gavernment, ?res:!..:::ent :l.eic a6reed later ir. the 
morni:-:c; to turn the gavernment over to a military junta 
proviJ.;:c that he be p~rmitted to r:ame its members. ::;;en 
-vhe retel officers rejected this condition, however, 
Reid :<greed to a rebel-app:J:!.nted .~unta "in order to ;>:-e­
•1ent l:;eles.s bloodshe5." The junta, !'i!'lally appoir.';ed 
~Y th~ rebels and accapted by Rei~, !ncladed Lt. Cols. 
?ernancez Perez, Caamano Deno, Hernando namirez, Avarez 
nolquir., and Gutierrez Ramirez. Key military officers 
loyal to tile e;overni::e::t, :!.nch;.dinc Generals ·,;essin, 
Rivera Cuesta, A~, c;-:ief ':·f Statf, <J.nd de los ;>antes, 
A:!.r Force ChJ.ef of ::ta.ff, als.::. a.:;c:e?ted the ~-.;.nta on 
co:-.d~·~:..on that it rem~·in ruilltary ::.:j !!la~..:e up ar:d serve 
only·:.~ntil a goverr.ne::t could be elecr.ed before 
l Sep·~e:;:lber 1965. 

--·-------
err 

~:.e agreem.=!"'& t la.: ted .)c .. :~/ a :: . .'e':J ho·.1r-s. ·.:;1er.:. the 
j"z.::;;. ;~_embers a.ssemcL;d at ::.e ::::.t'..a:;al i'alace ar. 1.33C, 
tt;.ey ·:e:-e :ne: by abo,_,-; 70 :.ea.:5ers .:;f the ?RD 'r.'ho 
a·~·r·o··r--·ea· +-\_,a,.. _....._e~r ···.::.re t. ··1e.,..,e -.~ oarti'"'"':Jate ;,J al""C .... 1,.4 •• '-' '-'~•""'-'·· ... ··-- ...... ... ....J. ,..._ .. -· ... 

~=-es::..::~ over ~he .;ucta. Th:!.s pro::.:::uncemen~ sr .. at-:ereC 
-:~1.E· ;_.;·,.:ly 9.c~--ievE.C ·.:...:' .. :_:y ;:,:' -:~·.e ·::·fi(!'er ':!C.~!JS. ~:-.e 

:-.:~~o::-..!...':y of :r-... e re:e:~ .:>fricer.s 1 :ir::clz..~:..::-:6 a.s :;::e.,;.r 
u:til·:ta:e goal t:::c :.,..,ct·~.r-n o: ... Jt.:..an ~osch -co pO\'ie:', ~.:ec:...c.:~::. 
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-------------------------
:-iolina had been :>resicer,;:; of t.he. Chamber of 

De;;:;u;;:..es during the :aosch re;;::.::1e ::ud under the pro­
·-risions of the ::.:;:63 c.:mstitution ;·:::.s next in :!.ine f=-r 
the presidency in the absence of :~e presiden;;, vice­
president, and presid8nt of the Senate. 

~-- --------- - -- -----''----

officers· and civilians :ire hereinafter .;alled Consti­
tutiol1alists.) ~.nothar small grm.:.p of rebel officers 
announced that they had not fought Reid's government 
in order to bring Bos;:h back to power and would prefer 
Joaquir. Balaguer. The service Chiefs and the rest of 
the officers loyal to the military junta agreement 
(thereafter called Loyalis;;s because of that loyalty) 
would net agree to civilian participation in the junta, 
rejected the pro-Bosch officers 1 "Constituti:mal 
Government," so named because it sought to restore 
the "::onstitutional" 3osch regime and the Constitution 
of 1963. The Service Chiefs issued an ultimatum to 
the military leader of the Constitutionalists, Lt. 
Col. nernando, demanding that Molina not be sworn in 
as provisional president and that the Constitutionalists 
accept the original agreement fo~ a military junta by 
1600 hours. To reinforce the ul"";::.ma.tum four Dominican 
Air Force F-51 1s began circling ;;he Constitutionalist­
held National Palace at 1600 and ships of the Dominican 
Navy moved closer to shore. At 1630, the ultimatum 
still unans't~ered, the A.ir ?orce and Navy went into 
ac;;ion. The F-51 1 s made t·,ro firir.g passes at t:1e 
Palace and at least two firing passes at the Consti-

. tutionalist's headquarters at the 27th February Camp. 
The Na\~r fired about four shells over the Palace, but 
no casualties were reported. 

F£ .J ~1as still in 
control of the Loyalist milita~:orces andll" -aall ~ 
army commanders in ;;i:e 1nteri0r had reporte~t~r 
adherence to the military junta agreement and had 
agreed :;o send tneL.~ troops to Santo Domingo if \iessL'l 1s 
fQrces proved inadequate. 

- -- ----- ---- --- ------
:.1 ltlashington, rr:aanwi:ile, ;;h.; State Department actec 

in res·)::mse to the deteriorating situation. Secretary 
.• 11 

Rusk ~<pressed concer~ over t~e appearance of extreme 
left::..s; elements," ir. the dem~n::t~~a tions anc:i instructec 
che Err!~assy to u:-ge c.ll D:::mir.ican military leaders to 
unite .3.~d form some type of p::oov.:.3ional governmen:; 
capa·c.l: of restoring :>rder anj prcvenc.:ng a -::o1mnur.is: 
:;akeover. He also asked the :'epartment of Defense -co 
;lacb Jessels off c~u Dom.:n.:c~n ~epublic sui:;able fer 
::~"'le 0::-:.'JarKa-cion of '..:.!.1 to 2.,2C.J ~.:. cit!.::er:s .. -\t C?.;C 
::::e cJC.3 directej CI!\·::L&\IT t::. .:5:!.~~::.a-cch ::~~e appropri~tC; 
.;;::::.;s, and CINCLANT ceployet 'I'a~~-<: Grou;; "'4.9 (uncar 

-.,- . . - .-~J.-
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atior. capability of 3,600. 

--------------- -----· --
(~) Msg, Scate 633 to Sacco romingo, 25 May 65, 

JCS =~ 30100. (C) i•isg, State to ;:;ep Dir for Cps, J-3, 
2513052 Apr 65, JCS :c: 29636. (~-Gp 4) f.lsg, JCS 9731 
to C:C~CLANT, 2514322 o',pr 65. ( ~Gp 4) :-tag, CINCLhNT 
to JCS, 2603062 Apr 65·, JCS L~ 30094 . 

.l.t 1600 the Embassy repo:r·ted that ·:he Loyalist::; 
hac decided to fight Jecause "the return of Bosch wou.:..c 
r.tean JL:I'rendering cou."ltry. to Comn~;.nists." They bel.:.eved 
that ;:;te fig."lt was 'now against [Communists] and not 
exclusively with rete:!. eler.tents of Army." The Embassy 
reported that the US Country ~ear.t also "felt strongly 
that it was agair.st U.3 interests for Bosch to return :md 
assume control in S~nco Domingo especially ic view [of; 
extremist participation in co~;.p and the annour.ced Cor.t­
munist advocacy of BoJch's return as favorable to their 
long term interests." The CO\.;nt~·y Team ;.ad "reLlCtan;:;ly" 
agreed that the course of action taken by the Dominican 
Service Chiefs agains;:; the pro-Bosch Constitutionalists 
was t~e only one that might possibly prevent Bosch's 
return and contain the gro•tling mob violence. vlhile suc:1 
a course might mean f~ther bloodshed, the Co~try ~earn 
believed that the risk should be taken. The Team a2.so 
concluded that a show of force or other military support 
for the Loyalists, requested several tL~es in the 
after:1.oon by '!Iessin and his folloNers, would not serve 
the best interests of the JS. 

~-Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 1051 to State, 2520222 
Apr 65, JCS IN 29901. · 

At 1800 the US 2~bassy ~efused a PRD delegatio:1. 1S 
~equest for aid. They wanted the US to pressure the 
Domi::ie;an Air Force to stoo :he s::rafing. The Embassy 
expres::ed concern over the.violence and a "situation 
favoraJle to Communists" and called for Dominicans of 
good .\'li:l to act reJJ;.onsibly. Embassy_ officials 
sugges·~ed that if t:J.e PRD leaders cc•1ld pers~;.ade the Con­
stitut.:.onalist mili;:;a::-y.to negotiate with the Servi:e 
Chiefs "in good :;.'aitr, and •tlithout preccnditior.s," t:J.e ! 
Embassy would ti"J t.) .nediate • 

. (..?--Gp 3) ~13~, .3anto Do:ningo .:..061 co Sta:e, 26Cl~C;: 
Apr t5, JCS IN 30023. 

~ear.wh!le uob Vi.)lence incre~sed as the ~ebelli:•l 
gained momentum ir. ~:.:e caplt-".:.. '~hr·)ughouc ;;he day :::o::s 
conti~·::.1ed to roarn t:.'l-e s-cree\;5 ~=- ~an to r:omin;!;O, and 
sporadic firing "Has heard in the jownto~m area. ·:'he ;;;:::;s 

" ~· 5---- -
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~inor ;ar~~es t~at i~aj par~i~~pa~~d in ~~e over­
tilrm• or Juan Bosch. Othe:::- ::-.:•os ~ omoed and burned 
the progove:::-nment newspaper ?rens&-Libre and the 
i·1eaCc;_·'-~arters -Jf the Liberal nevol~tionary Party, 
head~d by Luis Amiana Tio -- one :f the part~cipa~~s 
in c::e assa::;sination Df Tru~_;_11o. The r.;·Jbs c..:Cso 
saci{ed and burned Reid's autvmobi:Ce ceale:::-ship, a 
gove;;onmen t -owned shoe . factory, a;·H:: the ~•omes of 
several known Trujillis~as. 

(··; ;··: Tirr.es, 26 Apr c5, 1. (V-Gp 3) t•!s.;;, 
Santo Domingo 10li5 to State, 2516~0Z Apr 65, 
JCS IN 29755. (C-Gp 3) Msg, Sante Domingo 1053 to 
State, 2521332 Apr 65, JCS IN 29927. 

T~e Constitutionalists tried to ccnso11date 
their position ouring the afternJon. They again 
seized control of Rac~o Sant:J Dc;;;::_::!go, and PRD . 
leaders and rebel o:"'f::.cers brc·ad ~as t the cap:!. t:r­
latio~ of the Loyalist military ~~d the expected 
restoration of the Bosch regL"e. ?hey also appealed 
for a:-, end to tl'-.e mob violence. ;O.t 1710 the 3taticn 
broadcc.st a speech by Juan Bosch :'rom P·uerto 'leo 
in which he clearly i-::!entified l::!:':.self ;d;;h t:.: 
rebellion a:1d announced his i.r.minent return tc ':!1e 
Dominican Republic 

(U) i>tsgs, Santo :Joming~ :..045 to State, 251650Z 
A;~ 65, JCS IN 29757; Sant~ ~omi'-~O 1049 to State, 
251733Z Apr 65, JCS L~ 29777. (u; Msg, Santo 
Domingo 1060 to Sta~e, 260050Z A~r 65, JCS IN 30025. 

c 
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(C~ 14sg, Santo Domingo 1067 ;;o State, 26:Cl20Z 
~-P'-' 65, JCS ill 30313. 
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26 Apr 65 

=~~~+&\i*:3:!JLf££&\'lWH_ 9!.1<~:-·.~~ ... <:.~E!~-~-:;·_ .... ,..,!f.; t.~4,._s;..., .. :f2ik::_ .. z: ll ;:::. 
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:...·:.; ~_'=';~-: :::=~:: L·:. .:::.:~::.) . ~ ...... _ .. ~:li,Yl:. '>··· :~: . .:.L:.. 
:··.u:::.~a naC swr.if.Oii€:d-::;-;e- -.. ~o·n~-:·t.!Ss· ·~·let~ ced w !.Li'.i Jua.n 
Eosch :_a l9o3 to meet at OGG•) on <;l1e 26th and had 
issued decrees permit;:;ing the return oi' all exu·es, ·· 
specif::.cally including former President Balaguer. 

(Z'-Gp 3) Msg, :~anto Dom~ ::.065 to State, 
2606COZ Apr 65, JCS Hi 30lol.I.U:~. -Gp 1) , -- - - . - - - ' . ·:-;-:n 

. . . ·• ~ 

The Loyalists also initiated action. General 
Weesin began to move ~is tan~s and troops toward 
the city from the Armed Forces Training Center at 
San Is.:!.dro, about 15 :niles· away. He was deta:.ned ,· 
however, by road bloc:<s and a well-armed force on 
the Ozama River bridge, and as the day ended, 
Loyalist troops had r.ot yet entered the city. 

-------------------------
.·- -- '--~-- --c. 

With the opposing forces unable to reconcile ~heir 
differences, the violence that besan as a revolt 
against the Reid government assQ~ed the dimensions · 
or~ civil war. At the same time ITi-- · .. _· .-- .. ·:: --·:;o;.-a · r -.. _.__LJ the civilian leadership abdicated its controi' to_ 
mirita~Ji the Reid government had resigned in favor 
of a m:Llitary junta, and the PRD :.eadership was 
rapidly losing control or the Co~stitutionalist move­
ment to its left-wing milita~; supporters. 

II:Lr-Gp 1) 
. ' --.-:n 

---~ 

The violence ~e~ more inte~se during the da~~ 
To support their troops stalled oefore the Duarte 
River Bridge, the Loyalist military forces launched 

c.. 

an air attack on Santo Domingo, the bridge, and the . 
27th February encampment. The Air Force later · ~--- ·.· 
shifted its attack to the Constitutionalist-held 
::iationE.l Palace, t·lith F-5l's r..aking strafing runs at 1 
tree-top level. In retaliation, -;.he Constitutionalist's 
:nilitary forces armed thousands Jf civilians with s~t­
machine guns and rifles, and civi:ian-manufac~ured 
incend~ary bombs, loaded wit~ gasoline freely dis­
pensed by the city's aervice stat~ons, were distri­
'ou-c;ed oy the thousands. They also announced over 
~adio Santo Dom~•go t:.at the fami:1es of the attacking 
pti~s-were being ta:.<:an as hosta2;es to the points 
:.:.ider attack and call ad on the p·.lblic to sack the 
;.ilo1;s: homes. 

(~'; Msg, Santo :Jmingo 1066 --;o State, 261110:: 
~pr 65. (C-Gp 3) Ms,;;_., Sant:. Do:r.::.ngo 1063 ~o Sta-.:e, 
.26:1L5Z ·'Pr 65 a:1d .:.c-·o, 2613252: -:1r 65, :cs :N 30354. 
('J) :.;sgs, Santo Dom~.;~o 1009 ;;o ~~ .. ?6J~8:.: Apr 
c5., JC[, TN 30357 and 261522 ·"Pr 5:;. ( U) ~lY ':':!.::~es, 
27 Apr 65, 1. -- ·-----
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t.o -che \..;onstitu-:ional_st cu.u~;..:, :.,.e •.;:.:;t . .J.ollstun~nt, or 
a provisional goverr.ment ur.der i·iolina, and the con­
tinuing Constitutio~a:ist control of Radio Santo 
Domin,::c had further weakened the :::ositfonor the-­
Loyalists. He also coubted Loyal~st control of Army 
units in the regional centers. I~ a lengthy cable 
Connett reported: 

Probably nothing short o:.' r.~ajor US ir:­
vol,_rement could- prever:t :3c-sch 1s returr: 
'at this stage. . • • ·v:e :::eliev~ c:om­
mitment of l.J .• 3. cooba t f•Jrces in the 
present circ~~stances would have ex­
tremely serious implications for our 
foreign relations and particularly 
serious repercussions in Latin America. 
• . • \·;"e do !lot believe we could 
effectively make a case ~hat this is a 
Communist-controlled ~ovement at the 
present time., al thougt. we all knm-1 that 
Communists are deeply in·tolved in the 
rebel movement • • • • Only effective 
alternative we see . • • is a strong 
diplomatic ~itiative designed to pre­
vent the ret~-n of Bosch through 
creation of a military j;mta 1·1hi~h will 
schedule elec·;ions for S-3ptember. ~le 
believe there is serious t:.reat of a 
Communist takeover in country and that 
very little time remains in which to 
act.· Under t~ese circumstances, ~e 
recommend t~~ we be authorized here to 
make clear to Molina Urena and rebel 
military officers our serious concern 
about Communist influence in the present 
revolutionary movement, our desire to 
avoid continuing public disorder and 
intra-service fighting, and our strong 
conviction t~t the ~ormula suggested 

above of a :nilitary ~tmta with elections 
in September is in the be3t interests 
of the Domi.'"l:.can Repuo:>lic • 

. ~Gp 3) rt.sg, Santo r-omi.•go 1071 to State, 
~613S02 Apr 65, JCS L~ 30374. 

·--! 

1:.1 the early afternoon c:1e E:nbassy sue;gested 
anotr,e.:- line of action: It reccm;-r,ended a direct 
approach be made to .;uan Bosch .in Puerto Rico. Using 
someone who enjoyed Bosch's conficence, the 0S could 
spell out for ~~e ex~led leader t~e extent of Com­
munist "p,articipatior: in and -.~tEization of the rete:.. 
oover:ent' and the US conviction tnat respected PRD 
lead<.:!rs in the Domin:.can Repu::~lic "are far from in 
con~::'ol of the party." The US emissary could als::~ 
pain~ out the "cisposition on tl'".e part of sooe ele­
men~s cf the militai"J and virtually al: r.on-Communis·~ 
political parties to accept a m~litary junta that 
'1.:;uld promise 3oscr . ..o.nd Balo.guer the right to returr. 
and ·;;: hole an electiJn on 3eoter..ber l." Su.:h ar. 
elec·;i 1.J:l, the emis::a:,.,y coulC Sa:·, ,:,£'fe~ed t-he solut.:..,)E 
11 tes:; calculatcC -:= ;on~tmnC -ex:.;:·c.;t!!~sts) \'!h!.:~ sat""'~­
~y-ir.; legilOinlau a§p.;.ratJ.ons of ::.lle Dominican peoplE<., . 

......... . -~ 



-- -----------------
(..{.:.ap 2) Hsg, Sa .. A1to Dvmict;o :.o88 tJ .Stat~, 

2618:55<= _:..pr 65, .;cs :c-r 31038 . 

. ::·.~-le ·cnese sagg-.;stiorw 1·•er•" ?elng •:1eighed :.n 
':i:lsi" . ..!...A~~:on, the :=:r.t-as::.:y cont ·!.r_ue:; tlctio.l i:-1 c·~her 

J.-_"t.:a;:j. .~.1t:1out;.r. U;S -..;_'.tort:; -:~. t:~~-~1g ab~r1..1:. ne:;o-c:.at~u::.s 
1-' .. a·:.: :.:·~;.:~d, the clnbt.s.;..y.l s .~.::..:~ A-; .:;.-:.-~tle d 19 suc.;.ceed :.:1 
ljers·~.:.C~ne :.ir Pore(; ~~i.~ c:· St.a:.:·f Ce ~-Js S~:-.~os ~o 
Ca:..a:r ~·t:.::-the:- a:.r at.~:_c)<s un the e: ""-tY f:rr t!;JO n.:nlr3. 
'i':1e :.:::.:tl:assy also cont:..nued prepa::-~.'.:ions fer tt-:e 
e·;ac-.:.a.':ior. of US na•;iJnals o.nc auvised .-t':leric':'.ns ::o 
p~~epa::-<o for possible ·1ithd::-a·.-ral. The State I:'epart:men-v 
asked tr"e Embassy to =.pproach "hi[;hest authorities. :in 
Santo Domingo and leading mi.:itar~' officers on both 
sides" and reqaest <:n ilnmediate :ease-fire to allow 
for the safe evacuat:1.·.)n of US ~i·;:.zens. ':'he 1:-eoar.tntmt 
added that '::he t:3 ·t~c:.;-,c;ed to '''::ui:.C: on ':~1e ~es.;;:e:fire" 
to obtain same 1{ind vf provisiona2. government. 

The Embassy die' .:;ecure a:-. a,_,;.::'eemen-v :'.)r -=. ;::eas.::­
i'ire effective when evacua;;Lx. o)e.::'ati<X1S beg.in, the 
Constit~tionalists a~·eeing c:o a::ow U3 ael~c~pters to 
land ~1ext to the Embajador Hotel s.nd US ships to coek 
at Hu:.r.a west of the ~ity. At 1·)30 the :::rabas.;y ::-ecor:•­
menda.j to t.·Jash:ngt::·n .:...r.. emert;cnc:r evacu3.-:ion ;lan 
'lSing Ships load:!.ng z..:; nair;.a ;:;.r.d ;:. hel.:l.Jopt:er ·lift 

. .!':-om tr.e po::.o f:!.eld :1.::xt to -:l".e .:::r.-.::ajador Hotal c1i.rec·c 
to s::-.i;s offshore. H"'licoptcrs Hculd also pick up 
evac·c~ees from Santiago and o;;:r.er inland points if 
necessary. 

(.e'-Gp 3) Msgs, Smto DooingJ 1080 ;o State, 
2616•JoZ :\pr.65, .;cs =: 30746; 1081, 2615132, ;;cs :::N 
30732; and 1095, 2623:522 ~or 65, ;;cs lli 31321. (~ 
loisg, .State 634 to .sa::-. :;o Dornine;o, 2618302: A'}r 55, JCS 
IN 30788. (~) :.Isg, Santo 'Jomingo 1091 to .state, 262030Z 
:\pr 65, JCS IN 31039. . 

In response to a JCS .::'eq~est for operational evalu­
ation and recommendations, CIXCLANT admitted at 2330 
that the Embassy's plan appeared feasiole except· for. the 
helicoFter evacuation from inland points. Because of t~e 
long 6istances, CINCI..:.NT sug;;estec rather the use oz.' 
f:L'lCec ->\'ing aircraft .::::-om Sanc:iago Airpor-v or surface 
evac;.<ation through Puerto ?lata :;o a shi:;J positioned off 
the north coast. 

(U) 
· (;Y-Gp 4) 

31603. 

i4sg, JCS 9753 to CINCLAN'T, 2622132 ~;r 65. 
Msg, CINCLfu'{T to JCS,· 2?G430Z Apr 65, JCS IN 

The JCS direc.ted CINCLANT to place in DEFCON 3 
stat~s the following :orccs detailed under CIXCLANT 
O?LA:>l 310/2: two a~.r•:;orne batta::.::.on combat teams 
cogether wi;;h tl".e req·c~1red airli:'t; tactical =.ir t:n.:L :s 
aecessc.ry to support -=.n assa·c~l 'C :.::;.nd.!.ng or combat 

9 --- :r:~~·: 
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_....__~~ :-----·-­......... --. 

·.:;.c:::-'2.:.:.\~-.-_;: -·~: :::.2 3.~)=.:. :e; ;,;.. .. (: >~-::·,_:._.-..:..a:.\.: :_._ ·:..c-..n(, 
c-:>r;.t:-o:, :..~:1C supper:; :·orce.s ... :'l".·S: JGS i::!.l3:; d..:...:. ... ected 
the alerting of one Marine fighter squadron . 

.. - --·- -· _ __.. ___ ---- ·- ·- -----

(~ risg, JCS 9oJ2 to CINCL:u·;':', 262349;:; :pr 65. 
~) :lpt, J-3, for Jep SecDef, "::>rr.a Co:1c~rnin;; Rol·~;J 
and Ac~ions of the Deoartment of Vefense in the 
Dominican Republic, 22 Apr-22 Ju11. 65, ·~ .n.d., p. II-1-1 
(hereinafter cited as DOMREP Data). 

Despite US mediation efforts, the military s~tuation 
worsened. At about C300 the Loyalists broadcast an 
ultimatum to the Constitutionalists, demanding that 
they agree to the fo:o:nation of a r:~il:!.tary junta: that 
would promise free elections by ,_ September or face 
"maximum bombardoent" of the capital. 

An effort was nade to preven~ the threatened 
bombardment. Speakin.:; as a pr.;!.vate citizen, Consti­
tutionalist Foreign Minister [•lax.l.mo Lovaton approacned 
US officials with a plan. Concl~ding that the solution 
lay in the hands of the military, he suggested that 
the following proposition be made to the military 
officers on both sides: if both the Constitutionalists 
and Loyalist military agreed to :1.egotiate, the 
Loyalists would agree to cancel the bombardment. He 
would celiver the proposition to the Constitutionalists; 
he wanted the US Embassy to contact the Loyalists. The 
Embassy did agree to ~ontact the Loyalist military, but 
in the words of Charge Connett, "continuous strenuoue 
efforts [on] our part [to] brir,g t·,;o sides together seem 
to have failed." At 1145 the Loyalist Air Force 
attacked the city, and the Navy, returni:1g its alle­
giance to the Loyalis~s, jo:L"led in shelling Santo Domingo. 
Under cover of the a:!.:::- and naval ::·ombardment, General 
~ess:L~ 1 s tanks and in~antry foug~~ their way across the 
:::luarte bridge. ':11th:L1. the city meanwhile, violence 
continued unabated. 

(~Gp 3) Msg, sa~to romi~~o ~108 to State; 270930Z 
Apr 65. (U) Ills~, ~.a::to Do::~ingo ElO to .state, 271300:-c 
Apr 65. (Z'-Gp 31 Jllsg, Santo Domingo 'llllto -"tate, 
27:4l5Z Apr 65. (C) :t.sg, .~,.mto : .. .)mingo to DIRNSA, 
CRITIC ':'HREE, 27lol57~A r ~~-,~~Gp-1~-:: -~~ __ . 
-. 'T • . (',.)6 o.';.r ..:...;::;:.~~J ;::_, :~f:".&. 0:;, .J.. 

l·'>fu:U. .ntell Bul 02-o~, 2·~ ~.pr o,, 1. 

--- -·· - --·- ---------·------ --- - ----
U.S i.'1.·:olvement L""' the c:::-:.si3 took 9. new turn w:.en 

Secretc.ry Rusk issued detailec pol ~cy L:structions, and 
Ambasaador ~~. Taple~r 3ennett ret·.1rned f:om ll:'..s t·.'ashingtor: 
-::or.sW.tations. At l5l3 Secretar:r :tusk listed for 
'""er• ·-r o~~· ci--s <r Sant~ ""'om•·" --o -he l'ollowing "-~; ... _.... ... ... a. .. ... J. ...1.. .::._ .-I..L ..... . ... · -··0 !., -~ :J.;.. --

mary oc;:ectives": the restoratio:. of la:v a:1d orde!',- :;~e 
):oeve~'1t:'..or: ,Jf a _Jossi.-"le C.)r:'.J::"i..<r.i3t takeover, and t~e 
protect::.on of America::. lives. L: pursuance of ::nese 
ooject:'..ves, the Sec::-e-:ary ordere·:J the E::n:Jass3• to .::on:;act 
::::e 1-::il~tary le.=.Gers :.f bo-sh zid~s c.nC s·..:.gses-c to them 
t~e estc.blis~~e~t o: ~ military j~"'lta t.) act as a p:::'c­
visio:~al government a::d to hold ~·ree and democra:;ic 

10 
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·.-::::..::; >.c. r; 
to be·:~o:ne i.:lvol·Jcd in deta:.l:3 oi' :.~orminG t[:e ·~:~n·;a, 
but was t;:; urge that -:;here t;e ~o preconditicn:3 re­
garding participaticn in. it. The .Embassy should also 
seek assurances frorr. aoth sides tl:at there 'tiOuld be 
no reprisals. 

{2'-LIMDIS-Gp 3) .<isg, State o44 to .:ianto :::omingo, 
2720132 Apr 65, JCS L~ 3?579- (U) Mag, 'Santo Domingo 
1116 to State, 2717152 Apr 65, JC~ ~ 32393. 

Arr~assador Bennett immediately began a series of 
consultations with the Constitutionalist military 
leaders. In the early afternoon l:e met with Captain 
Mario Pena Taveras and other Constitutionalist officers 
and talked, by phone, with PRD Secretary General 
Antonio Martinez Francisco. Bennett told them all -:;hat 
it was time to "put an end to this senseless slaugh-;;er," 
that the US wanted a "cease-fire to give opportunity to 
form a government which can effectively govern," tha;; 
the Constitutionalists were obviously not doing so, 
that the "extreme lef-c is taking full advantage of ;;J1e 
situation," and 'that as force wa3 "clearly now on the 
other side it was time to capitulate." 

The Embassy also conveyed t~~ same ~esaage to Juan 
Bosch when a US official told Mar<:inez "to infor:n Bosch 
that we believed strongly that the moment hac come for 
him • • • to call on his country.nent to lay down their 
arms." 

(~-Gp 3) Mags, Santo Domingo 1118 to Sta-ce, 271315: 
Apr 65, JCS IN 32470; and 1119 to State, 2718302 Apr 6:;, 
JCS IN 32626 .. 

A third e:r.:chan6e between 3ennett and the Ccns-citu­
tionalista came abo'.lt 1600 1·1hen ~lolina Urena and :'liS 
princi}al supporters, apparen-:;ly :onvi~ced tr~t they 
were losing, came to the Embassy ;;o say they we~e now 
ready -;;o negotiate a~d to request Bennett to act as 
mediator. Bennett, i~ reporting -che ensuing conversation 
to the Departmen-c of State, said (;hat he "made clear ot;.r 
emphatic view senseless shedding of blood must end, at 
the same time remindi."'lg them it 1·1as their ac-cion or. ! 
Saturday which initia-ced this fra-:;ricide." This "effor-:;· 
to res;;Jre Bosch 1~as obviously un.3uccessful," Bennett 
hac sai::', and "it l1as high t ::.:ne t!'Jey a;;J;;:roach t::-,e c tr.er· 
side f::J::- talks," but :1e had ".jeclined c:Gul·textsly" 
;.:olir,a 1 .3. proposal 'c::J :;.ttend n-Jgctiatin€ se.ss:..::-ns x; t1-:e= 
.;;rour.d :hat. the agree~en t shoald be reached by the 
Domir.icans among themsel vea •. Bennett added t:1at he l-:.9.c 
"underlined and reito:::•ated ':h:=;.•e= ·::as no ques1:ion cc.;::­
rr4un:!.::.ts haC tak..;~ aC,,;antage of tC .. 31r l~giti.rna.te ;n~ve!i:er.-c_. 
r.avir.g ·.::;eer: t::J:.eratec and eve:1 er.~o,.~ragec :;.y ;;ne ?:".::J." 

----------
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~::ollc·~:~.~-S ·.::-.c ::.r.:er·Jit.:·:r ·.-:1.\..-: .. :~nl· . ..::.::, ~.:-::~_i::a t'231.fb:·.t..:c 
o.s Ac~:J...l; Presic'!an~ .:..:.: the C.:JnSt;~t;~~ionallst ~overn­
ment. iie and several other ;:;!;'om.i.:-.~nt l::.beral demo­
cratic )Oliticians of the. PRD took r•efuc;e in the 
Colombian and Ecuador:'..an Embassies ·Ol' escaped behim: 
LoyaL.st lines. In acdition ~o l<cllna, tr,e principal 
defec·cors were Nax:irr.o Lova ton, Juse Pena Gomez, Lt. 
Col. Hernando Rarr.irez, and :\r.ton::.c. 1·1arti.nez Franci:Scc. 
For some, however, Eer.nett's words seemed to ~ave t~e 
opposite effect. Reminiscing in a later press inter­
view, Lt. Col. Caamanc -said, "we left deeply offer.de:C: 
by his attitude . . .- ·. \·Ie decided to :'.:!.ght; 0n ~;itl:: 
the people until we had won." After the defection of 
Molina and the others, caamanc and Montes Arache 
claimed command of the Constitutionalist movement. 

~U) ':lash Post, lG May 65, A8.rn.~-Gp 1) 
----ri ( U) Msg, Santo Domingo 1150 to State 

2819152 Apr 65,Jt's J:{ 34502. 

Encouraged by th~ reported progress of Loyal!st 
forces and b the Conatitutional.:::.st proposals for 
negotiations, Bennett reported to the Department of 
State that the Loyali.;ts should be able to "mop '.lP . 
but sou.e of it may be rough.'' The Depa:::-;;ment, 1r:. reply, 
advised Bennett to ~ge on Wessin a policy of moder­
ation in dealing with·the Constit~tionalist. Acting to 
speed the "mop up," Bennett called in Police Chief. 
General Despradel and told hi.:r. t:'lat his first duty ·nas 
to "restore public order to that .:.nnocent people rna:r 
live in peace." Despradel promi3ed that the streets 
would be cleaned up that night. By nightfall, however, 
the Loyalist had been unable to •nake any significant 
advance into the city and had actually been driven back 
across the ;:)uarte Bridge. They ;,al ted operations for' 
the night, planning to resume the attack in the morning. 

~-Gp 3) Msg, Santo D~mingo :125 to State, 272247Z 
Apr 65, JCS lli 32898. (~LDIDIS) i~sg, .s.J;ate 653 to 
San.to ;)omin~, ~7 Apr 65, JCS lli 33~~3. cz::IY-G:.jj 

T:-,e protection ;;f US cit::.ze::;;;, the t:-:.!.;:od US 1 
objec~:~'re in Sec::-etat'y Rusk's lis~, :;as ~.<nde:" \~ay i:Y 
the fJ:"m of a large-scale e':acuat::.or.. At 0027 ~he 
Emba;;s;r clarified t:'le proceedJ.re :'or Captain :are, :om­
!llander :'ask Grou:.J 44.9: l) a:l e'racuation would 'Je 
thrcc:.t,1 -che port of E3.ina; 2) tra.'1sfer from :::'le =:;r,injacor 
Hote:i.. ·;o Haina would 'Je by surface rr:ear:s; 3) the '.lSe of 
heli:c._;:;ers was not G.nticipatcd; .:.::1d 4} augrr:e:1tatic:1 of· 
ad;nLi-';rative or mec'ical personnel at the port woul::: 
pr~b.:;.:~-:r r:ot be nece.ssa,..,. A hal~' hour late:' tr..e State 
i:e·.:Ja.:::··~:·:;.~nt info:.--!iled t~""le Embass~r, ::~'1e JCS, CIX:LALJT, anC 
c~Se:.. ..... .3 -:ha~ "ta:.--3et t~ur 11 fer ev:;..;::..J.aticns :-.ra.;: bei:1g 
defe:::>r·~j until later in tr.e day \'/~en "developments nex-c 
six ·.:o eight hours :::..:1. be ass..;sseC. 11 

. - ...: ·.- ,-.z· .. 

-----~---- ------.--
----------· 
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1-~ ~ 06C·J, E.rr.bc::.ss~r ·)ffice:-s se: :.1p eva.-:uati2n 
facilities at the Epbajador Hotel. Evacuees assemb:ed 
at the hotel and processing proceeded smoothly un~~l 
about 0815, when a group of about 20 ar:ned men 
arrived to search f"0r news·,Ja;:wrmer and radio driC ~.:;.:.a­
~:isic:-1 .::crruner.:~ator 1a:::'ael 3on:'..lla M.ybar ~-~~-!::> ~-:aC lel':: 
about an hour before. \•lhile the :;earch was :.n prog:-ess, 
submaci:.ine -gun f::.re b~·oke 0ut, al::.eg,edly because the 
searcn<:;:::-S had been :·i~·ed 0:1. from ~n upper floor. ~~ci:::' 
leader assured £.'":1bassy officers r..e did not 'tlant ~o ;,.arr.-. 
Americans, :Jut refused to -cal:. of:' the search. .'>oo·~;; 
1030, Army Lt. Col. Venencio ~,'er.:andez Perez arrived 
~ith a body of troops and ass~~ej control of the hotel. 

(<f'-Gp 3) ;.;sg, Sa:'lto Domingo 1123 to State, 
272042Z Apr 65, JCS IN 32718. 

The Ambassador, meanwhile, ~ad determined that 
no Americans in other parts of the cs-untry 'tlished to 
be evacuated. The Embassy reported that the evacu­
ation cease -fire had been ex tended, and that .:;merica::s 
were being moved frorr. the :·10';el to the port after 
Commodore Rivera Cami•1ero assured the GS Air ~ttac:r,e 
that the route from t~e hotel to the port would be 
secure. 

(.e') rfJsgs, Santo Dominto 2.115 to State, 2715252 
Apr 65, JCS IN 32311; and 1127, 272325Z Apr 65, 
JCS IN 32851 . 

At; 1048, the Department of Scate authorized 
Ambassador Bennett to proceed ,,,it;'l the evacuation at 
his discretion. At 1157 the JCS, at the request of 
the :S'e:_:Jartment of State, directed CL"!CLA.NT to evacu­
ate the refugees to San Juan, Puerto R:co, and to 
return the Task Group to station off Santo Domir.go! 
upon completion of the operation. 

(;(:.Gp 3) Hsgs, .:.tate 645 tc :.;ante Domingo, 
2715:.;..:32 Apr 65; JCS <;;a4o to CWCL.l.II!T, 27l657Z Apr 65. 
(C) Xsg, Asst.SecState Va~gr~ tc JCS, 271725Z ~pr 65. 

3y 1330, all evc:cuees i:aJ c::.-=ared ;;he E::~'oa~ador 
area. .\t 1415, JSS 2..;charr.kl:: dcc:<ed at nai::12.. tc ·oe 
~·ollcw~d 'cy USS 'dood County at; 15:.5. By 1720, all 
evac1..e ~3 had wal:rea<.'::loarc ··:hese ;;wo sr.ips or had 
oe;;r ::-,cEcopter-lifted abcard UES 3oxe:::_ and ~ss ."-a:.~~:. 
of!si".o~·=· (For th.e cumber evact:.aced, see Ap;>enoix.; 

13 _ .s_ sJ!Sst..~-
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27184GZ ~pr 65, JCS ~: 32522; and 2721562 Apr 65, 
JCS ::; 327t:2. ( y) r:,sb, CTG ;,.;. . 0 t => COl-!CARIBSEAFRON, 
~~·-· • ., · ~- Tcs -·- 326q4 (·.v~ 4) ' 44-&:::::.'~:-;.:.;.·,_,._ :.:.;>r o:;., v ~ l.4; .... • ~-;.,xp !·:s~, CTG .\.· 
to CTiiCLil.NTFLT, 28130bZ ~-Pr 65, :c.; IK 34123. 

Nilitary operat;ions continued wiL. neither sice 
;ain:!.ng the advantage·. In t:-,e mo::-::ing ~ 'Che Loyalist.= 
:::-esumsd ~he offe:;sive wnen \·:essiL '.o tanks and in:'ant::-~· 
~f:Jined ca-ctle with Constiti..i.tiona.:.::.sts h::>ldinJ<: -.:he 
Duar·co 5ridge, and the Air Fo::-ce 1-es:.lined its-':ombi:l~ 
and strafing of Constitutionalist-held areas cf 'Che 
city. The Embassy report.ed ::.:1dications of sorr.e ir.itia.l 
Loyalist successes, particularly the seizure cf the 
National Palace by forces under Brigadier General 
Antonio Imbert Barreras. Further, desp::.te indicatio~s 
of looting and i:1di.sc~1m1nate shooting in some areas of 
the city, the Embassy reported that the better resi­
dential quarters and ~he downtown business district 
remained generally quiet. Even at the hei~~t of the 
Loyalist offensive, however, t~c Constitutionalists 
scored some successes. A force under L'C. Col. Caamano 
captured a police station in central Santo Dorr.ingo. 
At 1135 the Embassy, still optimistic of a Loyalist 
victory, pointed out that Caamano had been surroundec 
by Loyalist forces and given the choice either to sur­
render or suffer direct attack • 

. ---- ·-·--·------ ~-------- -·-
(.C-Gp 3) t4sp, S<:.nto Dom:.ngo 1137 ~o 3ta te, 

281904<: Apr 65, :cs IE 34123; ll3S, 231529'· L\pr 65, 
JCS IN 34016; 1145, 261707~ ~pr 65, JCS IN 34090; and 
1144 to State, 261635Z .Apr 65, JCS IN 34120. 

-------
Ambassador Eenne-:t continued efforts to ~nd the 

crisis by encouraging the formation of a stable gover~­
ment and urging that '.:he US supp:y materiel for the 
Loyalist forces. In :tccordance Nith the State Depart­
ment instructions of 25 April, he urged the Loyalists 
to form a mllitary j~.ta. Abcut 1100 tie Air Force 
radio announced the establlshrr.en:; of a .junta consist1ng 
of three officers: ·Air Fo~~ce Colcne1. Pedro Bart::>lome 
3er.oit, Arrrr;! Colonel :.::nriq,.le /.pol1nar Caeado Saladin; 
and N1.vy Captain l~anual Santar.a Gc.rras::o. Tt,e junta 
annou:..1 ced that i. t 1;cu:d prepare ·;:.e ::at ivn fer free 
and demccrat1c elect:1.::>ns and the subsequent instal­
lati::>n cf a constitutional regime. 

'.,.,Gp 3 1 'Is ··s S · nto ' r • ~ - ' ' -,... - ~ · · ta- e ¥'(:- J 1~ e:, 1 .;. _,Q .1-.ug_, -.J..:;':;f "''.J .'),. "' 1 

~~, 5- 'r· • ~5 -eM ,... .. 3LiC" 6 . '1''~ "81' 29·· ' ~~.J.J.. 2.'-:JL... rtpr o , ~ .:::l ~-. .;. . J an<~ ..~.. '"t.), ·_ o · t... .·:.pr 
65, J::;;:. IN 34028. W, Msg, S~nto Domingo 1136 to 
State, 281135Z Apr 65, JCS I:l 33652 . 

. 3ennett also tried to o'::.taL1 materiel support .:or 
-.:he Loy&.lists. -~t 0635 he rccom:nended that the US 
:.--.onor a req·-test oy Ger.eral ce lo3 .:Oantos !"or 50 •,ral.(ie 
-ca:kie :-adi:>s needed -;;o coJrCina·:c the a7;t:ac1.::s of t~"le 
~yali"-ts 1 ·:lidely d:~.opersed ."ore~:,. The :.>tate 1:-epa:::--:­
:r.ent :-eplied tt.a:; t;v; US i1ac ;.ot ::et in~t:rrv~~, 
exce;~ ~~ ~ u:11ty -3.00 ;;;«; res;;.:.r.i' t1 on of law g,r.d 

:;,4 - .-.--
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3~r:;-:c:"C 13 report~ L!iJ. ... ;,:,he L~)·:,:~i i.~··-3 <·Jere v:lt:r . .il~:~: 
3.!10 ~:1.~t the outcome ·;:a~ m~rel~-· ~t ::10.1.:Le~ .. :).!:.' time. 
The r:?.c ios l·:ould be Sc:n t t·.) cl".e co·:Xer' ;--.o,·;ever' 
c·•here ~;l-.ev '."!oulc be availabl~ "l::' critical :;o uu-c-

q ' 

come. 

(.t) I'Isg, Santo Domin~o ll36 to Sta 'Ce, 281135:; 
Apr 6.5,. JCS IN 33652. -(.e) ;.Jsg, ;,tate 65?' to Santo 
Domin6C, 2817132 Apr- 6:), JCS lN 34460. 

3ennett 's repl~- -... as a reversai .:;f "'is early 
opt:lr.lism. Shortly after noon he :~eported to the De-
partment that the battle was not running so strongly 
in favcr of the Loyalists. Cit in;;; the .:>p::.t1ior.s of tha 
Service attaches, 3en~ett claimed that delivery of tha 
radios \\-as critical and 11 coulc well mean 'Che d ifferer.oe 
in re:sults of present confrontat:.:n" because Loyalist 
force:s, though :'lumerically su~ericr, were ~1idely dis­
persed. Equally important, said Eennett, would be 
the adverse effect on Loyalist morale i~ the US re­
fused the radio equipment. Tr.e ":.ssue here now is ·a 
fight between Castro-~ype elerr.en~s and those who 
oppose it. I do not <lish -;o 'oe over dramatic, but :.f 
\'te deny simple communications equipment and t::-.e oppo­
sition to a leftist takeover ~ere loses for lack of 
heart or otherwise, tie may well be asking in the 
near future for landing of ~1arines to protect US 
citizar.s and possible for other pt:.rposes. Hhich woul::l 
Washington prefer? 11 _.;.fter receipt o!' t:1is message the 
US reversed its earlier decision and shipped the radi~ 

·sets to San Isidro where they arrived late that night. 

;<-) Nsg, State 650 to .Sar.to :omi.n~J, 282138: 
.l-pr 6?, JCS IN 34456. {.2--Gp 4) ilsg, CQ;']C:.rtiBSEAFRON 
~o CDiCLANTFLT, 29002:.z A.pr o5, JCS IN 3-+966. 
(K-Gp :;.) i>tsg, !'iar.to D.:.mingo 1146 to State, 281718Z 
Apr 65, JCS IN 34119 • 

. As the day wore Jn, the :;:o·JSition of the :unt;a 
force3 became more critical, and report:s frorr. Santa 
Domin6o became increasingl:t alai'!7l.ing. ;t 1350 
Bennec;t reported that the Loyalis-; forces had no'C ad4 
vanced beyond the bridgehead on :l:e wes;; bank of the 
Ozama ?:iver, and that Colonel Benoi~. a member of the 
Loyalist ~unta, had r-3ques-;ed the landing of 1, 200 US 
Marines "to help restore peace." 3enne:;c; saic tl':lat 
he had r.ot encouraged Beno_:_t ::.nd cid no'C believe "the 
situa-;icn justifies s-..:ch act::..:m a;; t:1is -;jme." viith 
its 9~~ponderant thou~1 geog~aph_;_cally 5eparated 
•'orce, Bennett report.:;d, tl1e :.oyalist 1 Jgically "should 
':Je al::.e; to b~ing the s itua ::io:, uncer co:1-;rol, but the 
3:.tuc::ic-n :'lO'C really •1ery :.ogica:. ::.nd se-,ere test o:' 
nerve.; ::.ow ::.n process." r.-; :.soo_. ;;he E::~bassy reported 
that -;r.e Loyalists i1ac stLl ~T.ade no serio'.lS effort tJ 
talce -;l".e po:.ice statiJn captc:::-·ed -=.y Caa:nano, and that 
-;he ;:;.2lephone cor.:par.cr :1eadq;,.;a::-·te~.·s a~d ".Jyal 3an:, o~· 
Car .. o.C.-:.. C.ui}..d:!.ng :-_ad f.:..llec ':·:; Gh~ ~;onsti-:ut:icr;a:!..:i..sts. 

~~ :~~~' 3en~ett di~p.ltche~ ~ CR:::c me3sa~e t~ 
l,~a~:-::.~--.-:::on ·:.,ep:Jr:i:lr~ ;hat ::C.e :o:rc.:~sts ~-.. ac J-~ ~'de 
-a '!.':.~~1 r-eques;:; f~~ :1tb"1lil:..i:;.2C .ar....d 1mme_dJate- 11 U-3 
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military as3i3tance. :•went:r-.'l ve .~_:;.nute·s ::.atE-r·, 
t:h-= A:-:-::jc.ssa:io:' dl~ipetc:"",ed B··1c:::,.2~ t.1ITIC messr.Js_·e 
r~com:r..er,S.lr~g t~.e :~:-::med.:..ate .::a;-:.:-.in.:. .:,f ;~la:-:.~es. 

In support o~· this ::>•:commer.da;; :!.on, 3ennet';; C.es­
cribed a rapidly deteriorating si;;~ation, with the 
Loyalist forces exhaus;;ed a~d cisorganized and on 
the point cf "quitting," wi;;h the police force in 
a stat~ of collapse, a~d with ~me::'icari lives in 
danger. Bennett suggested that Marines establish 
an a.ir:1E:c:d i:1 the area of the cmba,:: ador Hotel and 
ti:e adj<ocent polo field, and send c. detachment to 
protect the Embassy. 

(~Gp 3) Msg, San;;o Domingo 1::.49 to State, 
281850Z Apr 65, JCS IN 34193. W'-Gp 3) :~sg, Santo 
Domingo 1151 to State, 2820002 Apr 65, JCS IN 34406. 
(Z) Msgs, Santo Domingo to DIRNSA, 2820l5Z and 
2820402 Apr 65, both C~ITIC FOUR. (Z-Gp 4) Msgs, 
CTG 44.9 to COMCARIBSEAFRCN, 2821222 Apr 65, JCS IN 
34731 and 2821542 Apr 65', JCS IN 31.:.492. 

President Johnson received Bannett!s second CRITIC 
message at 1615, and with the concurrence of Secretaries 
Rusk and McNamara decided to comply with the Ambassador's 
request. The JCS then directed CINCLANT to: l) direct 
Task Group 44.9 and Carib Ready Phibron elements to 
close Santo Domingo ready to land and protect America~ 
citizens when requested by the US Ambassador; 2) close 
remaining air elements of the Marine Expeditionary 
Unit assigned to the task group; 3) land all Marines 
now in Boxer to secure ·the area surrounding the 
Embajador and the adjacent polo field, when requested 
by the .US Ambassador; 4) conduct a show-cf-force over­
flight of the environs of Santo Domingo by two flights 
of tactical aircraft, 3ubject to request by the US 
Ambassador; and 5) direct the two airborne battalions, 
tactical support air u:1its, and appropriate command 
and control support rorces alerted on 26 April to be 
ready for instant departure when so ordered. At the 
same time CINCSTRIKE, CINCSAC, and CINCONAD were order·!C. 
to provide necessary forces and support to CINCLANT. 

~-Gp 3) Mag, JGS 9987 to CINCLANT, et al., 2823212 
Apr 65 ~ ( U) Transcript of SecStata 1 s N·ewsconference 
25 May 65, Dept of State Bulletir. ~II, 1355 (14 Jun 
65), 942. 

At 1800, Ambassacor Benne;;t dispatched another 
CRITIC message, reporting that Pclice Chief Despradel 
cculd no longer guarar.tee the safe;;y of Americans 
enroute ;;o the evacuation area, that American residents 
reported their residential areas without police 
protection, and that the AID office had been broken 
into. :.iorecver, the constitutionalists were firing 
on the ~vacuation area and Colonel Beno:t had reported 
his situation deteriorating rapicly. 

(.e".:..Up ~.) Mag, Sar:to Domin3o, CRITIC SIX, to 
DI~~SA, 282300Z ~pr 65. 

16 
.. -~ ,. . 

-- ------- -- . 
- -------- -------



·.: t:-... e . .:...~.-:-.'ca.:::s3.c .:.:_· 1 s :-=.:c:~ ~.:.: ::;:: . · .. 1--..~ ; ·._wut!..:i!J\:l:t·. 
:.=..s~: _~:::-:::-;;; -.:..:...?) ·c=t;a.· lc..:-: . .:::-._ ~ ..... _·_~iL~ :..:: ]_~.:,2(.. 

Ey r:.~:::r-_igi:'C ::-... e :-epor-c:::-Q ~::--... o.t ~::_c ~·:'o.Jp~, ..:!cn­
sistir.g of "CI'IO rifle companieE an::: a bat;:;alion 
headq'.l~rters, had beer. landed by i:elicop-cers near 
the ~~tajador. His troops had met no hostile 
act~o~, and at the ~~bassador 1 s request; no over­
flights were made. ,;:; 2320 ;:;:r.e :i.r:.bassador re­
ported that the ~lar:..nes had established a base 
near -c:r.e Embajador anc had evacuated by he:'.. icopter 
all b~t 10 of the Aneri9ans desir~ng to leave. 

(~Gp 4) Mags, C~G 44.9 to CGiCARIBSEAFRON, 
2823202. Apr 65, JCS D' 34593; and 290400Z hpr 65, 
JCS D1 35040. W-Gp 4) Msg., CO!~C 11 RIBSEA?RON to 
CINCL&'\TFLT, 282331Z .'l.pr 65, ~CS IN 34756. (.e-) r~lsg, 
Santo Domingo 1160 to State, 290300: Apr 65, :cs ~ 
34943. (~ 6th MEU Command Dia~J, 9 Jul 65, Hist 
Br, HQ!f.C. 

Reports from San~o Domingo soon made it clear 
that the J~arine landi:'1gs might p::-cve inadequate. A<;; 
2315 Ambassador Bennett reported chat he hoped the 
presence of the US Ha::-ines wot<ld "give some heart to 
loyal forces. 11 It was possible, :r,e continued, t:W.t 
the Loyalists might soon tire or become physically 
incapable of mainta~ning their present ~osition. 
In that event he recommended: 

Serious thought. be given :n \·fashington 
to armed inte::ovent ion \·lhie;h ·.-~ould go 
beyond the ne::-e protectix, of ;._~ericans 
and seek to establis~ or·:le::- in ":~is 
strife ridden countr:.'. f<.ll lnC~cations 

point to the r'act that if prese!'lt effcr·ts 
of forces loyal to tl1e government fai:, 
po11er will be assu."Ued by .;roups ::learly 
identified l·rith the Comm·..~:-.ist Party. If 
the situation described above comes to 
pass, my own recommendation and that of 
the Count~J Team is :b.at 1·:e sho~ld L"1ter­
vene to prevent anoti'1er :uba • . • . 
Pending this decision we recommend that. 
additional nilitary ·..~r.it3 be dispatched 
to this area since prese:,;:; forG.es avail­
able are considered ir.adeq.late to per­
form the mi~sion I ]:-,ave suggested as our 
last resort. 

(rnknolm) Hsg, ·"J.nto ':'on~np 1155 t:J State, 
232315Z Apr 65, JCS :N 3468~. -

A<:<::.nwhile, the U.3 1~as p::-epa::-::.ng f:Jr further :r.:.::!.­
tary corr.mitments. .;,t 1848 t:'le J:;s directed CINCLAN':' 
and other concerned commanders t:J place on DEFCON 3 
s~a~us the four remaining airbor~e battalior. combat 
teams l.::.sted in CINCL.:U'lT O?L.ili 310/2, together <·li:h 
appro~r::.ate supportin.:; tac:::ice.l :1::.:: ·..~nits and corrunand, 
-:-:)ntro:., and sup:) or-:; :~orces. To :-'ei~force T::..Gi-:: Gro·..tp 
>.:.'· c -'-e "~"' "l<>- ei''" 1·1n· '~~- ···a-' -~"nsp~·rted ·.•efU<-e<-1" .'"T. _.,, ""'J.- ...J....,...., ~--- c-•J ......... ~ ... .L I...- -~J..;;;.. ..J - c ... 

:o :?;.:.e::-t:J Ri'C'o-; :;;as· ·ordered ·~o r~~ Jin the Ta:l< Grou) 
J.t bes:; speed, and ~·:;:J.r ad:Ji;::.ona: destroyers weN! 
trans:'<:rred to ~l're <)p.!t'Elti.:m.a:. """'.trW. of Ca_p:ai!'l Dare. 

-- --------- ·----~-
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Ir. mid evening ;;:1.e US .:;:-m::Jur.c.ed :he lar:r;ir'gs. 

At 2COO President Jc:mson retorted to ;;~e nc.'::!.on t'1ar 
about L.QO Marir:es had landed ·to ;:;ive prc':ection to 
:-,undreds of Americans who are sti:..l in t;1e D.R. :md 
escort them safely ·oack to this :ountry :" At 2030, 
the US requested a special meeti."1~ of the Council o~' 
the ;)rganization of Azt!erican States for the: r:ext 
morning and informed the Ambassadors of Latin Pmericar 
countries of the Ma~ine landing. ~11 US diplomatic 
posts in Latin f..r.1er:i.cJ. •t~er.e instructed to "avoid any 
suggest~ on that US is supp.Jrc: ::.n; cr optos ing any. 
particU:ar :?olitical :action :o:- ;:':Jur,,' and to e!<lphasize 
t:.a.t the purpose of t;1.e la"di::.:; ~·!as 'to e•;acll.ate 
Alnerico..ns and na"Cionals of other :ountries desirir.g to 
leave." 

_ .. _. ------------------ --
(fl) Msg, State Circ 2066, 23 :~pr •55, _JCS Ii: 

3531;3. (.i) Hsg, State C ire 2064, ·2B ;,.pr. c5, JCS 
L'{ 35367. 

---------------
Althougi1 the Loyalists ann.)'...Wced en a:nbitious c.nd 
optimistic plan for an "Operatio.1:..l Ch•an,..tp," the 
tide of battle began to tu:::-n :.n ~'::..·!or cf ;;~e Cons;;i­
tutions.list forces. The LJ:;a:_.:..:;t plan ·~J.lled ~<Jr :l 
"t;·:o-pr.ongec circular movement'' ·.-:r,er.eby ;-;essi:-:'s 
approxi:nately 1,000 troops ;r.o\'in6 <lc:::-:;,ss the D•.1arte 
Ericge northv1est through Sante r:.c:::ingo:; ·.-;ould lin!{ 1.::: 
;·;i;;h a force of about 700 troops :.:.::der Gener.::.l 
SalvaCor Augusta Mont3.s· Gucr:'c r::.:'·:~n-.:; ;;t;rthea.~t : .. ::-0:1! 
t ""e fa',. grounc·~ on ~·~e •··e·<--.~n ~r>-c _,., t.'1e ~"''~-. u::· -- .. "·' .. ., v~•. --o -· • - -"·· . 

- lt ... Jo other Loya:::.ist unit3 ·,·;illing to ~:-in i:-: 
trrn-'t'ttack, but handicapped by .i::Zldequate ·:oi~.-:ltl.n.i­
cations .facilities: a 400-mar: f .)~·ce under General. 
Y.arcos Rivera Cuesta located at ~~e q1.:ar"Cermaster 
headquarters on the ncrth~:est o~.:t:s:~irts of the city, 
and an approximatel:r 300-man unit ,,mder Generals 
Felix Hermida and A:ila L~1a Perez nesr ?Olice head­
quarte:::-s. To suppo::-t the Loyal is: forces, A:::bassach:~ 
Bennetc; assigned f·1A .. \G Army s.nd :: ~=' Forces of~'i::ers 
t:> hel) with communic.J.tions 2.r.d );:H~r.at.:o:1al :;:..a:-.;::.::.; 
at San :sidro. He also dire•]t;ed ·~:ne Commander, oth 
YtEU, to deliver 4,00C MCl ra~:..ons to San Isidro. 
Despite their arnbitic:.ls plans, rnner:!.cal superiority, 
and US assistance, ;;r,e Loyalis::s c'id n<Jt launch an 
:>ffens:..ve, although their air att::.cks agai:1.st Consti­
tutionalist positions cont1n·.1ed throughout the cay. 

(..e"'-Gp 3) i>::s~, Sa::1to :Comi~ :..173 co State, 
29142L..: Apr 65, JCS I:l 35777. 1 { l,S -vP 1 i 

. ·. -Gp 2) !~sg, 3ant~ ::;.:min.~c 11~~ .State, 
' ~5 JCS nr 36 "'01 ("'. - t" .. ,~·· ~ . ...... pr o , .J...... _.~ _. .J. .? n o11 . .r:..J vonunanc 

, ..... rv, 9 Jul 56, .2.P· cit. (..?"-Gp ?) Hsg, 3anto Jomi.:~c 
;;,, State, 29112:'Z.Apr 6;_. .;::.:. IN ::6o.S4. iCW"GI' J~ 
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thei~ i&.vor froffi 'Cht Jutse'::;. 'I'h~;, rr.ade the ::>alice 
statior.s their princi;Jal target J.~d also attacked 
Rivera at the quartermaster !'leadquarters. '\lthough 
their r..ajor offensi·:e against the ;Jolice-helcl Ozarr.a 
3'ort::-e:;s did not succ'"ed duri::og J:r,e da;r, they were 
able cc seize many police station~, and snipers and 
,<;rou_:J3 of looters s::.r·=ad wes-:ward into the residential 
areas, pillaging and looti:1g private ho:aes, ar.d 
violating several embassies, including those cf 
i•le.r.:ic:>, Guatemala, Pe:-u, and ;:;cuac'or. ·'t about 1100, 
snipe:-E began firing·into che US 2mba~sy 1 s adminis­
t:-atior. building across the stre<3'C f:oo:n the Chancery. 
ll.t 1340 they oper.ed !'ire on US Marines guarding the 
Embassy grounds. The Marines were ordered to return 
the fire and two snipers were reported killed. 

Other evidence indicated, however, that con­
ditions of law and order were ret~ning to the 
Constitutionalist-held areas. Peace Corps workers 
reported that the. Barrio seemed quieter than on pre­
vious cays, and two us business leaders informed the 
Embassy that peo.p,le were leaving the downto\m area 
without fear of 'extremist reprisals." 

\~-Gp 3) Msg, Sar.to l.Jomir.~l78 to Sta-ce, 
2917252: ll.pr 65, JCS r:·; 36q84. _ UJj! -Gp 1 l[ · '- ·-

--- -·-·----- ----- -------

l 

~ring the day the US.L~bassy published intel­
ligence est:tmates of the relative strengths cf the 
opposing ground force;;. The Loyalists were credited 
with a force of approx:tmately 2,4CO troops operating 
under commanders who )rofessec their readiness for an 
offensive operation. The &nbassy cautioned, however, 
that these troops were tired and discou~aged and that 
there was no positive opera':;icnaJ. control over them. 
Reesta'clishment of or6er by tl:e Loyalis-c junta ·dependec, 
therefore, on "whethe:.~ 2,000 or so remaining ground 
forces of junta can hvld together long enough to 
accomplish this rnissi~n. If the~r co not do it quic'kly, 
large defections are )robably to be expected." 

~he Constitutionalist forces, barricaded in the 
narrow streets of the older quar~~r of -che city, 
:mac:r.ronistically terr.:ed C:!.ucac i·f;;e':a, ·:rere e.;ti.~ated 
by the Embassy to mJ.r.l::·er Soiiie~:here-between 3,500 and 
6,500. Of these, 1,500 were believed to be a hard­
c0re 'mder the direct leaders,<ip .::: Co=unis t -trai."led 
fighter~, about 1,000 were re6Ular army troopE, and 
frcm :,:co to 4,000 were described as ":1angers on" \':hJ 
1·10uld fi3ht onl:r so L)ng as they ·:.'ere ~·1:!.nnir:g. Ir:for­
;aat1o:: about th·= Cor.s':itut~xalisc: leadershi;;, ics 
CO:r.pc:Jiti·:)!':, r;;,aniza:;ion, ar:d p:_a:JS, ~laS par-cicall:; 
nonexistent. 

- .. .,-=¥ -- __ ., __ ............ 
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(Z'-LIHDIS-Gp 2) :.;sg, Santo Dc·mingo llS7 to State, 
292023::. Apr 65, JCS r;; 36501. (,e'-Gp 3) l·isg, Santo 
Domingc· 1173 to State, 29142lZ Ap:· 65, .JCS IN 35777. 
~Z-Gp 2) l•isg, Santo Dcmingo :.187 to State, 2920232: ,\p:' arc;, .;:;s IN 36501. ( !T; 5th fiiEF Cor.nand Diary, 9 Jul 6:;. 
J"-G;J 1 i C 

J J 

A :;earch fo::- a solution to t!".e crisis cc;::ti:-lUed in 
washi."lgton where both inte!'national and unilatera:.. ac-;::..0:: 
was taken. In an effort to obtain international support 
for its actions, the 0S requested a special meeting o~ 
the OAS Council. At ::l930 the Cour.cil heard Ambassado:' 
Ellsworth Bunker rep.ort the 28th April landings. The 
Council decided to allow time for its members to con­
sult with their governments before convening a meetin; 
of the Organ of Consultation. It did, however, d~s­
patch a message to the Papal Kuncio in Santo Domingo, 
requesting him to try to arrange a cease-fire. 

(,() Mag, State Cir 2116, 3 May 65. ( U). Transc:oipt 
of Secretary Rusk's News Conference of 26 i';ay 65, Dept of 
State Bulletin, LII, 1355 (14 Jun 65), 942. 

Tr.a t Haahington ;·tas determined to act un.:..J.a terally 
if necesaa~J was revealed in two messages. ~t 1326 the 
State Department directed 3enr,ett to report 11hether 
direct intervention by US fo:-cea ·,;as necessary to save 
,;he situation and stated: "~·;e car,not afford permit t:'le 
situation (to] deteriorate to point Nhere Communist 
takeover occurs." (E::tbaaay reply, if there was one, is 
unavailable in JCS files.) 

~EXDIS) Mag, State 681 to Santo Domingo, 29 Apr 
65, JCS IN 36791. . 

At 1207 the Chairman, JCS, sent CINCLfu~T, for 
transm:.ttal to Commander, Task ?orce 44.9, the follm~ine;: 

l. He believe that basiG obje-~tive of 
~ American f~rces in 0ominican area is not 

repeat not~ a Commur • .:.s t cake. -over in the 
island. You are not repeat not authorized 
to emply your for:es for other than secu­
rity of Americans ~iitho·..~;; fur-t;'ler instruc­
,;ions from \·iashin:;ton. Eo\'tever, :rou 
should maintain close Na-;ch on the s::..tu­
ation and cl.Jse con'vact :·rith Ambassador 
Bennett, and you .sh•Jt:.ld ::'ecomrnenc imr.ledi­
ately the cxpansi-::m of :;o:.1r mission· 
should the s~tuation dem~~c. 

2. Ir..form A.:-abassaC.Jr of ~en tent :>f ~h.is 
rii.e3sage 

20 a··- :3 .......... -.:.: 
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::aptairl Dare delivered General Wheeler 1 s 
me::>sa;2 to :'.I!Ibassador Bennet: :J.b-:r,o.1; l~CC'o :::c. 
.4 ... :::b.:::::::aC:or :-eadily [..g,:-eed ~::;) t~e ·-:~s::.:: -.::Jje~t.:.·.-{.;, 
.,.,..,..4 · ~ ··o-rl;n,. +-o ·..,.:s ·re, ... ~-·--·1 ~.t:'l ···1e: ,.·~e--1·--·· !!-; . ....... \,..., ···-·'- ............ 6 ........ _:_ ' -.:.J~\.Jl .. .!. -- ;:.-;... ---~lc.JJ ••• l 
·; 1 e•·1 ,, .... , ou~ ,..eport" ·o~in ·· .·.,. '' ··'l'"!1c"'' 7 ecl Tor~ ·- v o;..o. __ ._ ~... ~- ~., '0 -··J ...... ""· ... _.... ......._ ..... 

~-. ll· .... "'-:r.,., .... ~·ios 'n o,..~para-o·:"'•r t' 'an"i"'--.- --:"1·--~s ......... .., .. _.o..-..J. ...... 1..1..- "'--· -"- -·-·.,:)• ----

~·;::!..~.1 cc..~:e two :Jr thre3 ·nou::'s a.nd _;i".~t::;s :...t'S ti::~e to 
:.."';,:,_ri-~·.: situa.tior: ag.:.:!..:-. be1''Jr3' r2.:1:.:ll:r c~i?"mit-c:.n; 
·'-~-.o,...,,"" ... to 's'1ore 'I CT~--...,L .... "~-~:<:" ~ e·.,c:.1o,.... ·...,""T·•e,er ··'"S 
,J ... ·J,.-J..,. .. • ...... ~., ··~·- >:~ I - ._._ . .~., ......... . J •. c:... 

-:~'lat 3~ nr.ett 11 re_ques~~d :-ema~r .. Ce:. ... Jf lanCing i'orce 
~o la:1c tef.:>re C&.rl<." 

(~-Gp 3) I·1sg, CINCLA:·!T to ,_;,:cs, 300142.:.: ~·.pr 65. 
~Gp 3) Nsg, 3anto Domingo, CRITIC SEVEN, ta DIR!-!.S."<, 
2920002 Apr 65. 

·----------
Although initial plannin~ for the anticipated 

landing called for the troops to ucsemble at the 
Embajacor and ~~a it further o:::oeers, Ambassacl ar Benne::: 
believed the "current situation" --i.e., the .:'ai1ure of 
tl'le Loyalists to launch an oz'fenJ:!.o:e, to augment :heir 
forces \·: ith troops from the ir,terior, and t::J establis::. 
an adequate com:nunications syE:te::~ for their •·::.eel:' 
scattered force, plus the lo:·r morale of their units-­
¥:Juld r..ake expansion of the "JS l'l.'lrine pe:::>i.>;~eter 
'leces:::ary. The first phase :Jf s·ldl :::n operat:..on, the· 
~~bass~cor reported to Sta:e, sho~ld be to secure 
the residential and e;Jbassy area c:,f the city ~·:-om the 
Embajador to the National Palace. 

· (Z-Gp 2) Hag, .Santo Domir,go 1187 to State, 
292023<:. Apr 55, JCS I:l 36501. 

P:::>estUnably, a high-level dec::.sion was IJlace in 
'::ashington to land the remainder of the 6th 1·iEU abou-c 
t;'le tir.;e Bennett and Dare were meeting in Santo 
:JomL"lgp and perhaps as the result of a ·telel)hone con­
versat:.on between \iashington and .:..an to Domint;o. 

;\-: 1511 the Jc;~ Jrdered C!N::::.A.'!'." to lane :he re­
;r.ainder of the 6th i!Z"J. (Since :::-rCUtl-<'TFLT transmit"t:ed 
the orc.er to his su:Jc;.•dina-ces at :508 it must be pre­
.:u.":lec ~hat there had been a corrur.·..:r:ication ear:!.ier t:'la·:1 
tne :.s:: order.; A: 1518 Vi~(; A·:lniral t::. S. r-:asterso·.l, 
::ornmancer Joint '::as!<: Jorce 122, assumed local contr::>l 
of t~'le US Dominican c?erat:!.on and :::>rclered "land -che 
landint:; force" at: R~c 3eac~ :~ear Haina o :{-hot.:.r '1/a:: se~ 
for :.6::;0, a!'ld the f:Z.st wave c:6u:::!".ed dovm at ;;hat tl.:::e o 
No oppc.sition \1as encountered, a:1d by l80C the :najo:o 
elemen':;s of the land"':lg force were asho:::oeo A"G 2100 ;;he 

)1 
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in:"a~ ~r:r and armor ~tad lin kcJ u.p ';": .i. th the L4ar lnt! 
..,e~i:~le•c~ .,,..ounc·· 'T"re · ..... ,,Ll.,J~·)(,· ~-'· j.! ,, >1 't''··-,, 
}" .. ' ·' .l. .___ • ' ·~•• --'" <..1. ,.._j. •.J ~· .'•·'··- a 't,; 

3.rtill:..:r:: a~1d antita:: . .;:: wc.J.;_Jon~ r~;:;alnc(~ e-n u·~(.; 
·a each r'or the nic;ht. Marine ~ tr-=r • .:;til ashore at 
2400 totalled about 1,550. 

($-Gp 3) Msg, .;c::; 1037 to CL~CLANT, 29201:.2 A;Jr 
65. ( CY-Gp 4) Msgs, C INCL.A.NTFLT t: o CTG 44. 9, 292008:~ 
-~Pr 65, JCS IN 36272; CTG 44.9 to COMCARI3SEAFRON, 
2920322 Apr 65, JCS D!· 36128; and CTG 44.9 to COMSEG­
ONDFLT, 2923052 Apr 65, JCS n: 36406. ('].8-Gp 3) Rp~., 
CJTF 122, "Operation ?ewer Pack, 28 Apr-7 Nay 1965, ., 
9 May 65 (hereafter C.JTF 122 r-:is;:;.) (~) DomRep r:a~a. 
p. I-2-2. 

Anticipating that additional US forces might be 
required ashore, the JCS too:< the :;Jrecaution of order­
ing the t'lllo alerted battalion combat teams of the 82d 
Airborne Division at ?ope Air Force Base deployed to 
Ramey Air Force Base, Puerto Rico. The first of 144 
troop carrying C-130 aircraf~ took off from Pope at 
1811, but shortly before midnight, the two battalion 
combat teams were diverted to San Isidro. 

(Z-Gp 3) Msg, JCS 1023 to 
. 2919142 Apr 65. ~-Gp 4) Hsg, 

292339Z Apr 65, JCS D! 364 36. 
Hist, III-III-2. 

CU1CLA...'IT, et al., 
CTI~CAFLANT-OP-to JCS, 
~-Gp 3) CJTF 122 

------------·- --------- -·-
Le.te in the day, high-level cs officials began 

considering a scheme to impose US forces between th~ 
Constitutionalists ind Loyalists ~n order to bring 
about a cease-fire and allow the OAS time to settle 
the crisis. The JC~, accordingly, directed CJTF 122 
to prepare an operation plan us1:1G the follo~1ir.g guide 
lines: 1) the Consti~utionalist ~~rces were largely 
concentrated in the s.)utheast portion of the city; 2) 
the object was to c·orjon off this area ;dthout un­
necessarily endangerL1g US troops; and 3) the plan 
should be based initially o~ forces already ashore 
and be expanded when airborne forces arrived. The 
JCS hoped this acti~n could ~e executed 1n conjunction 
with a cease-fire. They requested the Task Force 
Commander's estimate of the forces required. 

~Gp 2) it.sg, StJ.te 689 to .3a!1to Domingo, 200445Z 
.'l..pr 65, JCS IN 36996. ~Gp 1) i·isg, JCS to CJTF 122, 
300056Z Apr 65. 

';lith the initial landings .:!omple~ed, :\dmiral J.l'laster:oon 
(CJTF 122) proceeded to carry ou~ the JCS orders. At 
0108 he submitted an :lperati·:m concept, \~hich he was 
:;;repared to execute u::1less o~heF.'Iise directed. The 
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----------

c:or.ce;)t called for Ar::,y alpboi·r,e :.;t·o~>;;::; ·~hen 
enr·':'~..:.-:c to ~he T"~);nir:i::-an Rcpui.:·ll·: to ~ec~rc 
Sac :3~6ro .::..i: .. fielC, ·:~en i:u ..:··~2..:..:·. e l...>Yralls .. 
:.:. ... orce.3 on the east ta~"'.~c of th~ O~c.ma ::\i:.re.r·, 
secure all Ozama Rive:: bridge.s, :;r.d establlsr, 
a corder-. and road blo:ics a:.on:o: tlleo east ':Jar-!< 
of -;;:-,:; r!ver. :,;2rir:e forc..:s ; oU.:.c esta'::ll:..sh 
a 11.-. .; in the w;stern part o:' the city ·::'unr.ir.,s 
north and south and a:Oout a bloc:< east of the 
American Embassy. Loyalist forces would be 
expected to patrol between the A:TO:y and r<Iar1r.e 
forces. Admiral Masterson estimated that if 
only US troops were to be used, two more' 
battalions would be needed to seal off the 
southeast portion of the city. 

Later in the lllC'r;<ing CJT::o' 122 requested 
the deployment of fou...~ additional BCT 1 s to San 
Isidro. Although no additional forces were 
deployed on 30 April, the JCS did direct CINC­
LANT and CINCSTRIKE to place the lOlst Airborne 
Division and the three infantry oattalions and 
brigade headquarters of the 82d .Urborne Division 
remaining in CO~lm on DEFCON THREE. 

~-Gp 4) !4sg, CJTF 122 ::c C:II·:CLANT, 300608Z 
Apr 65, ~ Msg, JCS 1137 to CINCLANT and CINe­
STRIKE, 301S04Z Apr 65, 

The Army airborne forces, two battalion combat 
teams under Hajor General ::tobert York, CG 82d Air­
come Division, began arrivL~g at San Isidro at 0230 
and proceeded to execute t~e CJT3' concept. By 2000 
York's troops had secared the Duarte Bridge and sent 
out reconnaissance units to screen the east bank of 
the Ozama River froo the bridge to the sea. 

Operating under the same CJTF 122 plan, the 6th 
~arine ExpeditionarJ Unit established a phase line 
'"'est of the US Embassy. During the day, the ~1arine 
unit was reinforced by one rifle company airlifted 
from Cherry Point, No::th Carolina, to Guantanamo and 
sealifted from there to the Domi~ican Republ!c. The 
1/iarines reported casualties from ~niper fire and 
received permission to return fire with 3.5 rocket 
launchers. One plato:m of paratroopers was attached 
to the l<lrine unit a-c the Alnerica:'l Embassy. 

65. 
(~) 

(Z-Gp 4) !1sg, CJTF 122 to CIHCLANT, 
(%-Gp 3) Hsg, J:;S 1195 to AIG 936, 
CJTF 122 H~st., }P· III-:II-:-3 and 

Apr 
Apr 65. 

T!1e JCS ordered several .cha;;;es in co=and 
arrangements during the day. General Yorl< 11as desig­
nated Commander :.and :?orces, ::, .nto Dom~ngo .:.rea (CTF 
120) , · r:. th c omma:-~d of all for·-::es ashore, both Army 
and Y.a::-ine. CTG 44.5' ~~as redesignated CTF 124. Tt.e 
::~ :.l.i J Ci.:""ecte~ cr:·:CLANT ar:~; cr:\rcs:::r~l\E ::o 3.cti"{lats 
--e..,c·-·t···· ... -+-crco v .... --r ... '..t·..,bo~re ··-r~t:- r ~e,t-e,..a-~- Gene,..-· .:-• ._ .... _~ w. ... "'. ~ •• v ..:.. .... J. .-.__ ... .. "'~· f- . .;' .1.1...:.. .. v •• ..... ..... - - ... ~-.l. 

J1•·..tc~;; ~'al:::cr -~orr_Olan::.~~g, ;.::'ldeo~· :peratior.al co:1trol of 

----------- --~--
- -------
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-----·------- -...:.~.-- :·.L:";; ~-- .S..:..:, _::.~.:·~ .•. ::;er~l2.:."'.:ll _-..:....~~:: . .;::. .... 
:.~:...-: :~:~.,; :·:·Jr:: .-~.::"'Oa.:.."'::e (;o~)2 :.::=::..-~ .:;_·..la:.:-c·::!.""s :- ~ 
2..:-:'i~:ec~ .s.·..; .Sa.r. :I3id:-c at 2200 and oreoared tc az3~3 
comrr.and ·Jf a11 land fJrces. · • 

A:; US :nilitary intervent::.on .JI'Ogress~d, :"1.ght1..1;; 
be-cweer: the Cor:s"Cit'..lt:Lonalis'C anc :L.aoya2..!.Z': :·:::'ce;;; 
COi1tinued, but, as .Jr. previo~.;s d:;.:rs, t::e :.:J::a:.iso;;.o. 
provec ~'1capab1e of r<:ltaining th;: offensive. 3y ·s;;_, 
end ::>f the day, the Czar.ta.:i:o'or1;res.':i police sta-;ion h.::.~ 
fallen 1:0 the Constit·.ttionalists. The US Cour:'Cr"J T."a.-.: 
r.mt doubted the Loyalist corn:nande~~s 1 determinati·::n·. ":o 
see this thing throug:.,," and the ':'earn had g::c-c roe as::-. 
to suspect that the L:Jyalists forces were :.:-.cc.;:ab1e :;,f 
accomp:ishing any mis31on ass:_gned to them. 

(~: 11sg, Santo ::omin~o 1207 to State, 3C':::-.::n 
Apr 65, JCS IN 37743. ($) l1sg, SGnto Domingc 1208 ..,_ 
State, 3018252 Apr 65, JCS Di 377-30. 

L< the mids'C o;." the fig.'ltin§; the CA3 ·.;.:.s .::.ble t:: 
register some d:!.t:~loma;;ic gai::1z. ':'hrough t:-.·.> ::•)od 
offices of the Papal :June io, a cease -fire ag:r•ec:rr.e::1 t -,.-as 
signed by the Loyalis~s, two Constitutionalis~ repr~­
sentat:!.ves (attempts to get Col. caamano's signat;ure 
were postponed because of the danger in enterL~g the 
Consti'Cutionalist tarritory after dark), Ambassad~r 
Bennett, General York, the Papal Nuncio, and the head 
of the Dominican Red Cross. The cease-fire 1vas based 
on two conditions: guarantee of personal safety to all 
individuals on both sides; and establishment of an O~B 
commission to act as arbiter between the two s:.des. 
Aiding the Nuncio in the long negotiations at San Isidro 
that p:::ooceeded the cease-fir.e agreement was .;ohn· Bartlow 
Martin, former US ~~assador to the.Dominican Republic 
and nO'<I a special representative of President Johnson 
sent to Santo Domingo on a fact-finding mission. 

(X-Gp 2) r-tsg, State 6g6 to Santo Comingo, 301615Z 
Apr 65, JCS IN 37652. (~ Nsg, Santo Domingo 1217 to 
State, 0102302 Apr 65. 

T:1e OAS also S';epped up its activity in \:ashington. 
The OA3 Council ado,ted a resolut:.on calling for a 
cease-fire and the es'Cablishment of an inte:::onational 
neutra: zone of :::oefue;e in Santo Dominto, "encompassing 
the geographic a::Oea cf the cic;y of Santo Domingo immedi­
ately surrounding t~1e embassies o:" foreign governments." 

~exts .in De~t of State Bul1e~in, LII, 1351 
(17 ~,;ay 65), 739:74l. 
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..:: on ti:n:eC. l\. t 0720 Gener3.l ;.?:.. • .lrr..2r ln formed tr~e 

JCS t:-:e:_;; he a~reed v1ith Gen,:)l•::tl "'·Jrk'::: c::;ti.r.".atc 
t~a.t :J::·e3.·;nt. forces '11\'ere i:1a:Jequa:.'.:.. He :'1ote6 that 
cr::·r ~·.-:o battali.)ns of the 8·.2c1 ,:_L•bo:~ne :':i.vis:::.on 
had· :=.nded and tnat "the next t~i:J battalions had 
'::leen •:Iithheld. Assuming no char.;;c in basic objective 
ou<;;lined to me by Chairman JC.S," r1e continued, "re­
quest air movement of 82d continue." 

At 1000 Genera: Palmer :--epor· .. :ed to tl"le J"c:·~ tha·c 
Loyali:;t forces had r.ot moved into tl:e gap bet\·:een 
the i'liarir..es and Paratroopers as planned, apparently 
because Col. Benoit considered such a lliOve a cease­
fire violation. There was civilian movement througi: 
the gap in US forces toward the inland city of 
Santiago, and there •~ere reports that the Valle Nuey.:> 
communication center might be the target af a "Castro­
directed" take over. Palmer also reported landings 
from an "unider.tifi-3d, poss:!.b:;r ::.:1stro, sub::lar"ine." 
In vie1·1 of :hese developments, ?:Hmer again asked t.-1e 
JCS fo::- more forces -- "on t:-.e c-rder of fo~t:' ::~ore 

.battalions of 82d 1\irborne and \•ie neecl ·a third BLT 
of Har:!.nes . • • • At this .Juncture seems only 
pruden>;; to deploy more US forces. ;.re should not 
send a boy to do a man's job." 

--- ·---~----·-·-~--- -------
65. 
JCS 
May 

"--Gp 3) t:.s;.;, JCS 1214 to AIG 936, 011224:': r1ay 
(Jir'-Gp 4) 1•1sg, CGI!LAN to JCS, 0107202 1•lay 65, 

m 38717. (2--Jr, 1) risg, JTF 120 to JCS, Oll455Z 
65, JCS IN 39461. 

---------------------
,\fter re~'=ivin.; this mes::>age, the JCS •Jrdered 

CI::-WLAl'!T to deploy additional forc:es to the :>ominican 
Repul:lic as follows: 1) the :::-e:::aindcr of ·~he 4th 
r::E3; 2) ; .. !'lr:!ne 3LT 1/2 in us;: CKD:Aut~; o.nd 3) 3rd anc 
4th :O.C':.;; of the 82d Airborne I:i•iis1on. The JCS ~also 
ci!'ected ..;mcL~~T to p::::>epare -:o l:)ad t::e 5th and 6th 
BCTs .:>f' the 82d .ur~crne Ih·is!cn upon turn G-round cf 
the airlift used fo::::> the -=.rd and '+th BCTs. I:1 additior.. 
about 5oo lliarines of BLT i/6 arrived in the :)oininican 
Repul:lic during the cay. 

T:1e JCS also orcered the fcllo•~int; chan,ses in 
co::'Jr.C.!ld and cor:m;and relations::i]:s: 1) t:r,at CINCLANT 
act iva -:e CINCAR:.ANT, CINCA?I.&!T a:;d CH:CL;\:l':'J:,T as 
Army, .\ir Force, and Navy Commar.d'"::::>s responsi'ole ur:der 
r.i.'T.. fo~~ preparation, :noven:er.t, an:: control of desig­
r,atec :~orces to the r .:>minicar: Rep·~tlic_: and 2; t:::at 
C:e!'le~al Palmer ::. ... elie\·e Ger,erel Yo:'ic as CC'I·:~Ai\DFOR­
DC:.iRE..i? ~ CTF 120) • 

---~--------- ·-·-
(£-Gp 3) f.is~s, .;·cs 121:3 :o C]}!CLiu'lT, !Jll609Z 

i·'Iay :::5; 1219, 011611::: ~·Ia::,r 6;j 1~2·~, Oll6l22 :-:ay 65; 
::.221, on6a::: ~lay 65. (~) CJTI' 122 ?.ist, PP. ::;:r-
.,.r- - .: 7 '~a- ' ,. · "'""" --.-~"'OR"O''"'lEP <-:o · ..:.. ..... -_, _,., .•• ~- .:-- ._ 1 .·lsg, .... .._. .. \.._r_,.l,.t ... !,..< !';..1. ~ 

C ~r.'lr.o- J? ~,,21'-'= 7 ·,. ... c~" I.:;;,_Gr ~' ·.tsr J~"' 1 21c~ •c &Jl..o. ..:..--1 '-- ..... ~ •. .;l., ..1• --... l:- ...-) •• 0' .............. - .... 
CDiCLA.'iT ar.d C:XCS'i:·R::KE, 01:550<.: _•!ay 65. 

-=----------·---------------· 
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------

~r.,-•• •.•.• ·-· . 

?:-esi~ent ,_,.'0hns::: ;:1aC:::: ·t (~.~..~ :.1:· st~~;;,::J:tet·.~. :)n 
:~~-= :.::-:-=::"'~ ~:..:-: t~~':-:-.;; .: .. .:J..:-:~:~~· ·J· ··.:-. ~ :•r·r.-\.1 :1.:u:..; ._:.:1.\:. 
sa.;,r L~:·; _'_t ·.· . ..::.s ::-e_·:.=ss.:lr~: i:J ~.1:--~·!:....·.:· .. ...:. ;~Ll~t ' .... lt~ .L~:·.~~.:~-

r.a:ionc..~ safety ~~.:.·nt.! called i.··.Jr ._:;,· the 1.::·.~, and 
tl'lerei.J:1 protect 'che lives and in::;:tre tr.e saf'<: 
evacua;;.:.c:n ;)f al::. f·Jreign nat::.onals. In anotiv~r 
~'J.blic stat.=ment> t~1e Pr'esiCe!1t ~~·:olained tha;::: 

vw;z;:ro.;. 

t ·-e ,.,. ·-·,al 1~ t·-e -,~i~ican ··ep···'-lic ··as "t"'a- _,.. ... ....;~ t::...... ... .... ··-··· ~~ - .. r. .... ... , .·. 1 .. "" • ......... e 
;::eoplc of that coun;;ry must ·:Je permitted to f:"eely 
c~oose the path of political democracy, social 
justict:, and economic progress. :-:either the United 
.States, nor any other nation, ca:~ :-1ant or permit a 
::'eturn to that brutal and- oppressi-ve despotis:n 
'dhich earn·ed tr ... c c~nCetnnatio~"'l an: ;nmish..'llent. of 
this .:1er..isphere and of. all civilized humanity." 

(U) Dept of Sta<;e Bulletin, LII, 1351 (17 i·lay 65), 
743-744. 

:•leanwhile, in Sa:1to Domingo CS r<Iarine and Army 
~~its continued to hold thei::' pos:tions under · 
sniper fire. Airborne forces re;;urned fire from a 
rebel gunboat in the Ozama River <:nd sank it. Con­
tact ~as made between the Army and Marine forces by 
a paratroop patrol. 

(~ CJTF 122 Hist, p. III-l-5. 

. 
Again ~he Ot.S held cent;er s;;;age in 'Ghe c~plo­

matic play surround in.; the D:JminLan crisis. It 
established a five -r.1e:nber .:;or.ur.it-cee (with repre­
sentatives of Argenti:1a, Brazil, Colombia, 
Guatemala, and Panama): · 

m. to offer its good o!fic~s t;J t~e 
~cr.1inican armed .;roups ar.d ;clitical 
.;roups and to di)loma~ic representa­
tives for the purpose of ob:aining 
urgently: 

i. a cease-fire; ar.d 

ii. tr.e orderly evacua:::..::m if 
the per:;ons -,;ho ha'i'~ ta:{en asylum 
in the embassies ~nd of a:l 
foreign cit:L.:ens •:i::: des:.:::'e ~G 
leave tl:'.e Co::1in!can ?.ep:1i:l.i:;; J.t~d 

/. to carr:: -.:!'.....'; :J.n i::·/t:~:i~~~':.i:Jr. );..'""' o.l.i. 
~spects ~f the s~:uat~on in ~rle Da~in!ca~ 
?~epubll.c th~ t le.j to 'che co~vocs. tiJn cf 
·cr.is l•ieetins; . . 

-----------------------
' -. ,.., 
·,-1 

-----------
----------- --·- . - --



·---~~-:.·.:.:.·L·. :: .. ·:·,_:.c!· :•1'' 

: :.':.. ... .... ·;: -.. ::= f.':!:'· : '..:· _ (:ay, \.;er~ 
"··r~r~..., ~-r.,....- ..... -~~ene·l ·r' .... en ,....,.~"s .... ·· .; ... vo · · ... r..:...._ •1.4 \J ...... _ ....... ,.t:: ... ::,....... _. ,',J..i. l - ... , •. ,::-, .:JC..-.·'-'..L. ;'[:..;. --·· 

succeeCeC :!.:1 ·1t~a1n.Lr.G tht.. :.:~~~·.: .. ~. _ ... :.; .. :.:' -~-l. 
:.=::..3.~r~·-' a.r:..-.1 ~·.:.:·:·:::.:•al (··ther :·.~.:. ·.···=-.r . .;..·:·:.·:-(.~""':... 

·-----· ·--------
·:'he JA~ cease-fire ztoppcd ;~4o::~ :~·=-" :.:·:e fic:;~1:j_r.::.. 
in San":o D"J:ningo; only sea ttereC :~_r:cilje~ ts mu:-red 
the ·:a:-:..m. Ther~ ·o~:as sporadic s:~ovti:--~e; .:n t:-.. e U.3 
&'ilbr.tss;.,r art!a., anC J. G.2 llellc:::-pter ·.:as fizteC on by· 
small a.rmo Cur in6 a ~:.:rnin~ rec·J:lr:i3.issar.:ce ;""'.: ~ght. 
Two armed ?atrols a·;-c=::npted -co ::.;·E'iltrate ;.iar:.ne 
positions in the embassy quarters ar.d :,·ere 
decisiYely ~·epulsed. US t~larines :.lso crew f::.re ln 
the northeastern part of t~e clt:yr. Othe~::-.:.se., the 
city remained quiet, :md for the ~·:rst tirne :r. 
fuur days, no armed gr-oups Here s= .m on the stree--cs. 
?he five -man OAS cor.1rr.:.ss io:-1 J.rr :i.v<d about noon anc 
i.'T.meciately began cor.::;ultac;i:m:o ·,·!::.th the di;::loma;;ic 
::wep:-e.ser:tatives of ~:..eir ·.;·,·.~ ~ou.I'tries. ~hese -:=::--.. -
s·.L. tat:.-::ms were .:'ol:.;;wed by ::l.,etir.;,;;s ;-:it.'l "Che 
Papal riuncio, i'olicc :hief Despradel, A;:~bassadol' 
Bennett, and General Palmer. 

_(f-Gp 3) Hsg, JCS 1260 to AIG 936, J30052:::: 
::ay ·o5. (e-Gp 3) Msg, Santo :::lomin;;o 1270 to 
State, 021900Z l·lay 65, JCS IH 4101.;.0. (..e'-Gp 3) 
::,sss, Santo Domingo 1276 to .:>tate, 022246z i"ay 65; 
ar.d 1303, 0314502 May 65, JCS IN ~2020. 

------ -------------·· 
?r_e pol1t1cc:.l si';;uati:m remained '.::,asical:.y 

·.z.--:c~a:-lt;ed .· Ambassador Bennett r~;:--:Jrted that no 
=ffeccive government existec. T:1.e closest thing . 
to a 0~C'.'ernment 1n tha Dominican Reputl1c was the 
:...:>yaiist junta, but t;1.e junta was very ·.-1eak, ha0 
little real support: ':laS i.'1decisive, anc·lach:ed 
the stature, educat::..o-.1., will, or e:{perience witl1 
~-1hich to govern. The Loyalists 1 effor-cs to form 
a cabir.et hac not: bee~• successfu:J.. The :":.mbassador 
held little hope for 1 negotiated solutiun under 
prese~: cease-fire ~cnditions notwiths;;ancing the 
:;:rese~•ce of the OAS ;: ommi t;;ee. :1e beliaved the 
cease-fire strer.gthened the C;;nstitutionalist 
position. 

Ir. Benne-ct's opi."1ion, ho·::ever·, there was no 
dange~ of a Castro1te or Comm~nist take-over so 
long as the US kept s~rong forces ashore. He 
~·eco::-.:necded that the '..'S "d::.s-,ree;:.y help junta 
.,orr.men:::~: operatir.g as some k~nd of government," 
a~'ld :~1er, 11ith t!:".e es~ablish.-:1er.t cf a legal b~se 
3.~'1C :--;ccgnized govern::-4ent, d.:...sarm :he C~nstit'J.­
:::..~nali~tS. 1-:e said :hat :::he US ~:ad two 
~!·~-n ... ·....,,...-: 07i'"'~-:" ···r,..._o-: ;)~s ~-- ··--..:. ·--·-ni'"ican °e-

-~;....!.._. __ ~..... ..... ~ --...1....,,-~~ .... :.~~: ...... !(": ::-;0-:: .. .,4 -: 11._• 

)U..L1.::: ... xpla.._. __ ng ~.J,:, prt:..;:, .. ..,;.., .. ~e, ..... n.C vn~ 

:..-~-~~ .... ~a.: ;:o,pt.G.ar ·:J.::l!.ei' ;·10: arc suppo~-::..r~e; 
Hess1:; against ti:e people. 'essir, h!i"S ·:,1!-e-:ffl'.~ 

---~----- -~- . 

--~""' ..... ~·.-



:.: c ::e-.-.·:..:..::--..: . -· .. - .·. _ _. - ... _,..;. ... ~ ..... -. . '•' 

., ,. 
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possitl~ tc -correct .r.isleadi:Jg ic-n;Jress ions <.:on­
cerning our role he!'e." 

------------- -----·· 

.. 

(t-Gp 3) r-~sg, ;-)a.:1to D.Jrr:ingc ~2S4 to .~':3.-:-.:, 
0301253 Nay 65, JCS I:< 41185. (jr-Gp 2) ivisg, .'-;ar,;;:> 
Domingo 1257 to Sta~e, 020900::: 1·Iay 65, JCS lli 4C376. 

\vashing;;on ··:as conscious of :he ps;rcholc;;ica:.. 
battle. Once again President Johnson ·.-;ent on tele­
vision ;;o explai:l t:1e US int<cve:-:~ion, anno•.tr, .. .:.:-.,; 
that h~: had ordered two additiona::. battalior.:o: (:,ucc 
~en) to the !::ominic3.!"'~ Reput:..:.c e=.:.~lier l!i. ~~1e --:.3.y 
and that just prior to the broadcast he had dlrec~ej 
the landing of 4,500 additiol'al :nan at the ea:::'L .. es-c 
possible moment. T:1e Preside::1t said that v:ha;; :-.ad 
begun as a ;:~opt.:lar democratic revolution hac 0een 
seized by "a band of communist conspirators.•· "e 
stated that the US ,3;oal was ":o save the liv·~.c; c:i.' 
our citizens and to save the live3 of all cec::le" a~'16 
"to help prevent another communis-e state i; this 
hemisphere. " 

(U) NY 'i':L~, 3 May 65, :.0. 

The US also began psycho.:i.ogi.~al Narf:tre J)-=:::-­
ations :J.n Santo Domir .. ';o. Pa:r.phle:;s :·:ere 0ro;):< r,::::'! 
a1rbc:-ne and truck-mounted lc.udsp-~akers ~-:ere e:,«;:l:::.•ec 
w1thou'; 1ncider.t. 3oth operations stressed :.1e 
peace~~l and nonpartisan natu:::-e of the US la~di~g, ar.c 
President Johnson 1 s comments :·Jere quoted f::-ec;uer:t::.~·. 
More extensive drops and lou~ea!cer opera-:ions •::ere 
scheduled for the next day. JL._ 

J 
----

~Gp 3) i'lZt;, JCS 1249 t·'.l CI:·1CLANT, 0217.34 :.Iay 
65. ~ ~lsg, Santo :r::omingc 1274 ~o State, 022025Z 
Iviay E5, JCS IN .!ll075. (.e--Gp 2) 1-:Jg, Santo :::om::.r . .;;o 
1286 to State, OiH21LZ Hay 65, JC3 Til 1.;.3876. 

C Jntinuing ~1is :-r.issio!l· o..: a .;pecial :'ep:-ese:1t:Z.'Ci'.'E: 
of President Joh."lSO:l, former _.J,:nba.;sador Jose).:;:: :·:arti:: 
fort-larded his Vi·~~"IS en the CQnsti·:;ut ior:alis t Jr.J•.'ene~ t 
to tr.e State :r::eoart::;.e.::1t. :•lar:in -~onsidereo ::::::.:: :·:hat 
had ·::egun as a ?RD ::-ebelli:m hac ::een taken .;•:er ·::Jy 
extremists, includin.;; militar:r leaders 11 \·J!:lo ,-_~·;e now 
gone so far they had :1othin,;; :::ore to lese" an<:~ ':y t:ar-c 

~ t ;~ 1 .. i ' - t'· ' ' ~ core ·..,as ro vonunun :3ts. ~·~art n .::.:.t1.c r:zt v.J::-~ur.~s~.~ 

area r .. :m-Com;nunis: ta;:;s no lor,ger .::attered sir.ce t~-:e _ 
Const:!.:;utiona.l~s-; laaCers, especially Sa.a::tano, ·.·:e:'e 
"effec:ive fans.-:ics as Castro ~1as from ·::eginr.i:1g." I::-: 
i•:a:-t ::-: 1 3 opinior., t::.e rank a:-.d fi:.e of the mo•:err,en-.: 
!)robably were r.oJ< c ?""Tl!n.ists_, but it was imposs i:Ole 
t.J se_oct:-ate inno:enc: follo1-;er·s :·::- J:'l the leaco::?.'S. 
~u~i~~ to an ~aseS$~e~ ~~ ~~ ~Jyaliz~~ 21s~~ ~dCeC 
that t~1e ~'Jmin.:.cai1 J.r'ffiy had vi:-tt.:..a.lly Cisinte~ra-r;ed, 
its "~'-l'Gless generals waitine; !'cr us to do c::a .;oo for 
them." Among tc,e generals, ?-'lart:!.:1 conside:cec 
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~-Gp 2) iv~ss, Sa:1to !:::>mir:g0 :-..·25C' to ~-c:;.-ce, 
020900L:. l-iiay 65, JCS Dr 40383. 

I'he day's major story 1~.:l.::l t::-.e series of r.iili­
tary moves taken to strengt:hen the t;S ~·osi'cion in 
the I:ominican Republic. At ·J32C, Sommander, Joint 
Task L?orce 122, esta't:lished the I:.ternati.:mal 
Security Zone in a lc:.rge area of ·;he western ;Jar;; 
of the city that included _the embassies, the 
Embajador Hotel, and the better resident:ial district<. 
in its boundaries. L"S l~arines carried out t!".e oper­
atic~, and later in the after:.ocn they enlarsed the 
zone, e:ctending its eastern b.Jundary two cit:r ·clocks 
"to ;.rovide better .:;ecurity for the US Embassy." .'.t 
the same time, paratroopers c~· the ·32d Airborne 
Division held the western ban:c cf the C::ama itiver, a 
line which they extar.ded during t:1e day 300 meters 
south along the river toward ;;he sea. These :::oves 
resulted in a partial encirclemen: of the·Constitu­
tiona1ists in the old ~ity area. ~ US paratroop 
motorized patrol did cross the r.o~·thern boundary of 
the old city and made contact ·.-:it:1 the ;.:arines in 
the ISZ, but no:: -.. dtr.out cas•.1.1lties of two killed 
and two wounded, and Constitu;;icnalist containment 
remained uncompleted. 

( " ~.., 1') "Isg ~ .. "'F 1~2 +-- -.,., .. , 1?~- r,20·o··,.,o~ <1110-\.l.t"'-,. i• f Vt..• C. .,....., '-'--' ._t:., '-' •.:...""' 

!•lay 6;., (~-Gp 31 i•iss, Sante Dorr.ingo 1301 -vo CJTF 
:!.22, C21151Z lf.ay 65, JCS IN 41656. {;t-Gp 3) 71sg, 
JCS l248 to AIG 936, 0216322 :-iay 65, 

L'"l ~Jashington the JCS ·:rere st~dyi:;;:; ~he proclen: 
of containin8 tl".e Constituti-:malist forces in the 
event that the cease-fire prove6 ir:effectua1. :!:n "­
special meeting they considered :;. paper that :::oncluced 
that the cease-fire Has ineffe(.:t~al. ~he paper' ~or:­

aicered the follo1"1ing three a:tcr~e.-;;i:;e :;>eri::;eters 
designed to confinE Constitutior:alist~ J.cti":it'; to 
the southeastern pc-r~ion of·~~e -~:.t~t: (a) a;.1 '':r:-
•'loc::'~11 --..e-. ... ""-er~,... - .::::, .. a1;,.,c ~f'f" -·~, --~ .-4 ,...l-'.:1.,.....~ ~,... .-..&> .... -- !:' .. -.1 1.1~- ._..., --··.....; ·-- --~-\,;. ....... ~.'-"'--- ................ ... 

-ro ··1-..... ("o 1 ' per'·1et~,... ,.,.,... 1.,..:,.., ... ,..~""hr. ......... c. .. -: ~·.,.,r.lt"'\T"<.· .... ___ :...: • ... y .' J _. ....:..... t: ... .l....i... •• t" • .l. ... i;; _,..~.,_ ..... ....., ..... ·._ t;,J.w.lo,;...;.,.., ... 

e~t :::e Du:=.rte ~rid£e en tte -~;J.!;~ ·:r~~:: ~-~[!!"'i.!!e :.':r•:;e~ 
::::.ir:· . ..::.tli.i:;,:_; ·.:he I3Z ~n th:: ·.·,-=st:; :.!:C ( -~) ~ ~~;:_~ir.':etcr 
:z.::--::~:c.:."' ::-·:~ -:-~1 1 l:.!v? to L-:.; ::-~-l .. ·:::·~c-- ·':'.:" .~·::.rc.:.-~.:~~. -::·.~:.. 
_:~~::.c.;::. ... 2·.::.;:~~:.:.:~:)e: ~~.~:c.-c :he ~·:.~·-·-·l·.~.: .. ~~· ~:·J_:. .... : .. ::·.ct9-:- -:·'c..S t.:1..: 
.:~:;J·c .::.·:va.~~a;e::-~: . .: s..~ -~ t~1a·~ _. ___ ;(:!:,,.:__:_:(;t:::-~ .. :_:.:-:~::.:-:s :l:e 
::'t:ar·:;-::. CriCge ·:!:.th :~1e I·l2..r:.ne for-ces ··in the ISZ coti.ld 
":>e d::-awn as the in!.t::.al step in the exec~ti.::: J:' t:-.e 
"in-21ose" peri:::e::E:r. 

. .... -:-

:;c:.:i .• -.~.:-.=., ::~:e: .-::.-::.:~ 7:'.i :ic:'ln[l.:.~.::..·:..:. :~~ :.~i:>:: .. :~.e..:: t~:._ 
....,:: . ..:-::; =-~;_::.:..":;::e;::: ::·.c.·: it · . .-.:.. .... -=.:..J.._:·.:.:.:;.J.. ·-~·.:, :::: ::.:c '·~-;,_; 
G3.; ·.:c-::~-:-:::t::r. :~1.:; :_~.:.; J..~:..,bor~-e .:.·.::.,:..:;.;:: :.r:C ·~l-,c ~--.;..~2-:.t:s 
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\:l!L.' _.......,,_ --~~; :".'._)); __ ._\ 1 ~ ,,,: \ ,! : . ·,. 

='· '·:~···-~ _ ·:~\'',1::: . .\t"'l:l ••,·uiv I i ':' ·:' 

,;..,..:, -·:!t. ::.,·::::~.- .!..::~v :-:·.·,ro t.~ . ..:;:,e(·C1 
•• ::.t! · .,, 1 ·· · llt:·_~ 

foro ;_l ~-:i~;-:~ :-•.)u:.E J.~;~_; -~r.)nc:·.:_~-· ;··: '--.:c :::u:;~~- l.:t.'Vt:! 
:lOh'. .~i.tt~t.3.ti•Jr1 c1o:·rntO\'-ir1 .l~-::"82...: ... ~~-.:-~·-r :.ti_;l~;. 
:-.;::.'".~~,·~:."s :•ep0rtcC already :...!.:::t:!:~::;·.:.:..r::£ s~ir r:-':•.:t.·.J 

....... :::.:;-::.--:.mericar. fu::"y. '~ · 

-~·.: 1303 t:-.. e JCu CirecL:e-.~: CI~·:-.~:;.:rT to :~.:::_;· ~ 
.:J-cne!"'3.:. ?al:rrer p:-eparc to establiS~'l at -:'J.~.rli;_:'1~ 
3 !·lay ;;, line of corrum.::1icatior1 (LC.::), peri:netc:· 
lin kin;; 11!arine force's in ti1e :sz :.;.nd · <iirborne 
elements at the Dua:::-te-Brid;;c:. .=..::.ter t:1e .;cs 
sent an execute message orde:-:.!'lg :i1e oj:eration 
to be0in anytime after midnight 2/3 ;.lay. 

In accordance with.Stat-: i:'epartme!'!t in­
structions, Ambassadcr Bennett a~d General 
Palmer met ;lith the CAS Com.'llission and obtained 
its concurrence in action to establish the LCC 
between the Duarte 3ridge and the ISZ. 

(~-Gp 1) Talki..'1g Paper, J-3?P-22-65, ".Uter­
native Courses of Action in the D·Jminican Republic 
(.e')," 2 May 65. (..8"-LIMDIS-G,;; 2) ;.;sg, Santo 
Domi11go 1267 to Sta<ce, 021800;:; i·ia:' 65, JCS :u: 
41066. (~-Gp 1) lt!sg, JCS 1251 to CINCLA:~'l', 
G21803Z May 65. ('J»r-Gp 3) Hsg, JCS 1261 to CD!C­
LANT and CTF 120, 03Cl40Z i·iay 65. (,.(-LJ:!o!DI.:i-Gp 2) 
ll!sg, State 742 to Sar.to Domingo, 2 May 65. (Z'-Gp 3) 
i-1sg, Santo Domingo 1294 to State, 0305202 Nay 65, 
JCS IN 41254. 

Although General Palmer cons~dered his present 
force adequate to prevent any immediate Const~tution­
alist thrust, he told CINCLA..'J'l' tl:'.a'; it·~rould not be 
sufficient to meet an all-out attack in Santo 
Domingo combined with uprisings in other parts of 
the country. He therefore reques~ed the immediate 
deployment of tNo more battalions of the 82d .Ur­
borne Division and the remining battalion of ti:e 
Mari."le Brigade and a minimum of one, preferably t~10, 
Air rilobile companies. He also requested that 'the 
remaining brigade of the 82d Airborne tivisicn re­
main on alert at Fo~t Bragg. 

(~ i•lsg, CJTF 120 to CINCL.~·:T, 021328: i·;ay 65. 

?.esponding at :'..258 hours, t:1~ JCS directed 
CINCLANT to dep:!.ocr "the remainder of the ;;actical ai:­

. support units, ::.ncluding CO!ll1!and, control anti suppcrt 
· elements to Rarr.ey A?E." At .1326 ::he JC.'3 instructed 

CINCL4riT to deploy irr~11edia tely thcl 5th and 6th BCTs Jf 
the 82d .i\irborne Di·Jis ion to the Dominican Reoublic. 
tt 11.83 they direct0c GSA ';c assi~:-: to Cr.TCL.M.NT the 
i".elic::>y~ers of one air mobile com:;:.any plus the necessary 
command elements, air crews, and :'ield L!aintenance 
personnel for ce)lo;rr.:ent to the ;:)::>minican Republic '.J.:;:oo:-. 
the request of C'l'F 120. At 1800 the JCS inst:-ucted 
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3 May 65 

- _-; - - :-. -·..:..·-. .::-:.· 

::.::: ~ : ~- ;:_' ' ~ l: '. ·, L:. '" i ~ i \ \ . . ; l 

:\.edut.J...:..;.:, : .. ::..1-c. i:0:. t;,_, t:et;.L\)'/ i-111: :-:: -c;.:ll.~~~~~ tt11t:.ll 
specif::..c:..ll~.r di:"'cctuC:. :\t ~\J53 J\_.::; c!.lcc~..:ted ;:]J·!C­
I;i\NT to deplo:.- the ?:::r., C3th, :.nd ·_):.!t lJCT:; ·J~· ~;::·...: 
-.·')~ · ... : . .,;, ... ~....,.:::. ~1.,; ... -: .... ~-~ ,_,__- 1 .... Q _....__, .~ . ..., ::: ..... \. 
----~ ....... _ .... ~...._~.._01,;0 _, v _.:;,,. .. ) .. .-,.u•-· ... -~-.; ..;....:..._. :...av.t..a..l-..1..'-'t"l, ·.J ... "l 

:-·:a:..,i::e~ (usi!16 2.-va..:..lable or ;a::i::: airlift tor the 
:·•Iarines i to the Vo:n:::.:::ican Repub1i-3. 

(L -Gp 3) ~~cg:z, JCS- 1250 to c::-rCLANT, C21758::: 
i.'lay 65; 1252 to CINCLANT, 02:.826.0: :.Jay 65; 1.258 to 
CINC:.M:'::', 022259:.: May 65; and 126<? tc CINCL·\~!T, 
0301537 T,·:ay 65. (Z-Gp 3) :.;sg, JC::; 1255 to CSA, 
et al. , 021958Z ~;ay 65. 

rUlit3.ry activity w:s confined to ''Operation Blue 
Chip," the US ef!'ort to establis:1 ::1 line of comm~i­
cation (LOC) between the l·larir:.e '.!!".its in the ;·1estern 
sector of Santo Dom.:.n3o and ;;he ai.:'borne elements 
along the Ozama River in the eas:. The 3.ctior. pro­
ceeded without incide~t. US forces ret~.:'ned the fi~e 
and C:)mpleted the deploy·mer.t ty 0111. T!1e ce;loyment 
cordoned ,rr the Cor.s-::itution::.li3t forces in ccwnto~m 
Santo romingc, and a ·~·Jrric<o:· •;;J..s :opened bet-..:o:en the 
!SZ a::1d the only air :'ield.s ::'.ear the ci::r. U:.ter 1n 
:he day, :J3 Army and :.:arine U!.it;.: ·~onsolidatec and 
liidenec the corridor, and at 1545 General Pal~er 
notified CJTF 122 tha~ the first ;r,:!.litary convoy had 
passed through safely. 

':l:.e US continue:d its trocp bt.41ldup in .<:ar.to 
:Jomine;c. During the day two ECT's of the 82d Air­
borne tivision and one Harine BL':', ordered on the 
previo~s day, arrived in the Dominican Republic. 

--------~---------- ---·------
~;r) ::sg, Sar.to Domingo 2.2·~·3 t:o .Sta:::;, C2-C~:;-;oz 

i·!ay 65, JC3 llJ ~1464. (118"-Gp ::') :_::>g, :::i.m-co T:o:ningo 
, ~o' -- ~JTF 12~ o~·l- 51 ... "~ o'r.: "~.~ 7 '·' LL1 or"'or -.J ............. 1.,., • _, -- - _ ... •• ;...:.r ' .• l.• ·- ...,....; --'-.l' -- _, • 

(Z'-Gp 3) JCS 1266 tc .•IG 936, '-'t :.:C., 031236~· r·lay 65. 
( U) l•Isg, Santo Domingo 1309 to --:3 tafe, 031 S55;:: ::ay 65, 
JCS rr 4261+9. (~-Gp 1) i-~~€, .ja,r:_tu Domingo 1315 to 
CJ':::'F :~2, 0320452 1·iay 65, JCS D: i.;l:J8.2. 

--·---··----·- -- ·-------· -------
':'he :·:ee:{•s figl".t:-ng hac brcug:-.:; se•!ere hJ.;'cshi;; 

':;o the ·~i·1ilian populi.:.tion •)1' the. ~i::;y. ':'he :.;.:; 
EJnbazsy reported that the pec;le ::f San;,o Ior11inz;c were 
hungr:•, aspecially ir. the Cv::'.Gti-co.:ti::>na:.:.Gt zone, be­
ca~sc cr the scarcity of fcG~ :oc~~g ir from ~he 
c.o".lnt::.~.r3ide. The ~'T~b~ssy Ci:::>i!:1..~ceC be.:..ns, :-:1il!r, ~r.d 
!'lour c;_,roughout the day at \-aricu.s fixec1 points out­
side "Ch~ Cor.stitutionalist zone, -.. r~ile US military 
force~ j1stributed 14,000 lbs Jf baans 2~d condense~ 
m:.lk cl Jng the ne·t~ly opened ~ ::>rrid or. .;us t a:''Cer mid­
r:~;:::t. :·:te JCS Ci:--ectt.:d CTI~C: . .-\:~':' t·~- ·)ff-l~aC the ALCJ;. 
--.;:;._ ..... ~ .. .: . . ,· ... :,..,· ····~ Y"r"':.,.i ::1·· :.:::~ .... d ............ ,... ·ie" _ .. , .... ,,_,'-,-,, :.r..cu1 '·"'"' car_" ng "'- -·~'-' _ oo _ ~· _ e_ r 
pt~rpo~e::, as :oo::-: as ::de qua -ce jocl<ing arrange::ents at 
:-:c:.ina ':i~.:'e complated. 

--

-------- ---------- - - ------ -- ------ ·~ 



4 ..... :-·· ... :.;.;..· 
Obit£._ 

'l 'l I i. ., i. 1,,1 t, 
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:tosp:-;a:_ .1...1 :ne ..=sz ::o relic·:c :_-.t. ·.;~·J',·:ded c::;n(ition3 
in the 'CNO nosp:L"Cals in "Che Const:'..tutional:!.st zone. 

_______ . _ _, 

'"'1 • lS- ~' t - , 1-2- - ,. -- ~ :)LLQ--" 1 ~.-vJ l'. 0 , ,:j<.:!.n o .... .::nn~ne;.:> .5 1 . .J ._:jvu.ve, . :;~.., ...... 
;.:ay 65, JCS IN L2630. (~ K3G 1 3<:.nto to:nin_pc 1323 
to Sta-ce, 0401502 ~lay 65, JC.S TN -•2497. (Z-Gp 3) 
:·:sg, Santo I:omingo lS25 to State, 04025PZ Eay 65, 
JCS :m 42722. (U) :·lsg, .JCS 1264 to CTI!CLANT, 030503Z 
~:ray I':<= . .. -.., . 

In Santo Domingo a more hope:'ul note '.1as sounded 
by a new effort to .:::;:tablish an effective interim. 
government and by t:te reported le:"t-vlir.g dese:::-tion of 
the Constitutionalist move:nen-;;. General Imbert 
approached Ambassad,)r Martin :md offered to form a 
government indepand-;r. t of the extl'emes of le;'';; and 
right as represented by the Constitutionalists and t~e 
Loyalis-: junt:l. :·la~·tin warned Imoert that -::te US 
'1-toulc not support a rr.ilita!"'J dictatorsr.ip, ar.d the t;,·o 
men ag:::-eed to se:k a five -man gro'..tp consistinJ of 
Imbert, Colonel 3enoit of the jun-:a, an~ee dis­
tinguisl'l.ed out non-pc.litical <:i'li:i.ians. IL. 

! / \\~ 

--
: 

.. Jl 
·.:·:e:~ c ~~ z:~;~~~~~!;~r.~-:;.:~s; ~~~~ :·2- ~~~~~~~ ;~~ ~~~?~:;~~ ·:~~-:;~~~~ ~d 
-:c ~-:·r.l.'ince Juan Besch that A.ineri:ar: inter~.'antion r~ad 
·oeen ne~a~.sa.ry to ;r·.:~/ent ~ Ce..str.")i:c or Co::--~~u::i..:t 
~-.:..~-:2-C"',·c:-' -:"r ~-J !Je:r·~uJ.C-.:; ~:.:.:~. ~. · . ..:.:-:.: _: ~ .. ~~i:l:·: s~ats-

., - ' . ,., -. .: : ._, --· ._., .... --- ' -.- .· 
..... :-::'.:.:~: 7jrl1.·:-:~ :..:.:.:::;t;c.=: ·::::c.~ :..;_ .:..:;~· :.::..·:-:..:--:'C.:..::-:: i~1 ;:::.: 
·.::::r::.:..r~::..:.::.n ::.ct:,~~blic : . .')rJS:::.:·x:;cC :.:. ·.'icl~-:l.o:: ·~-"' ::.:;-ce!.·­
~-.2-"C:..-:n::.l ~·;8S.C(; 3.nd t::1e :.TT~ .:_:;_.:..;.:'t.;;i~. 

-~·.) -~ ':~. ·:·::' 
-:::..:::e:.:, 4 ~-:2;..y 
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.::_,: ... :.c2':"· c:· the ~·:.· .. ::. It ;;r~.'~' -:H.~-~ ·-.;.> r.!~t~ .L~1:.~t 
~.~..::t.-=-t-f-. · ,. .. ~· ":~·..,,....e.:._.., -~-~-isto .. or.o .·,~f:'l\-:· '·''"'1..,;...... · ~<: 
··'-- ---~·-· J- ........ ~c..~.. . ........ -.1...... .· ..... J .• , ...... l 11 ....... ~ 

convene(J in respcns~~ ~o the ::l)i..lnc:.l : .. equesv u:" 
30 Apr::.l, the crea tic::-1 of an inter-Americ~m 
peace· ..:'orce to help restore J~·der' in the I:om­
::.:-:::.ca:-: Cl.epublic. T:1<0 US introdu:·:!d a reso:::..u-_;::.on 
call::.:,g on the American State:; to :mike milita:~r 
cont;i?lgents available to assist t:"le five-member 
commission in reestablishing peace and normal 
relations in the Dominican Republic. In a mo•!e 
to facilitate the creation of sucn a force and 
in response to i~quiries from US :,a tin· ·Embassies, 
the A~sistant Secreta~, of Defens~ (ISA) re­
ques"ted JCS recommendations on th·~ following: 
1) size, ty~e, and e~uipment of forces to be 
supplied; 2) command structure under which tr.ey 
should operate; 3) source· of logistic support; 
and 4) total forces required. The JCS, 1n turn, 
sought CINCLA.'IT and CINCSO 1 s comments. 

- -:· .... -

{Z) Memo, ASD/ISA to CJCS, 3 l~ay 65 encl to 
(S-Gp 4) JCS 2338/12, 4 May 65. :z-Gp 3) r·!sg, 
JCS 1336 to CINCLANT and USCINCSO, 0401112 May 65. 
(U) ~ry Times, 4 May 65, 1. 

In \olashington President. Jor..nson again defended 
US policy in the Dominican Republic in an unexpected 
appearance before a labor conference. He said: "We 
don 1 t propose to sit here in our rocking chair with 
our ha:1.ds folded and let the Communists set up az'ly 
govern1!ent il'l the \•Tee tern Hemisphere." President 
Johnson stated t;hat Le had ac~ed ~o preserve peace 
and "save those people from conquest." He pledged 
that US forces would be withdrawn from the Dominican 
Republic when the OAS had reestablished peace and 
security there • 

. rr: 

J 
(Z) )1sg, S.1ntc :Jom~n~c l32~ ::o State, 040150Z 

:r.ay o5, JCS IN 42497. ~ ,,_sg, Santo Domi~>go 1304 to 
.Sta~c, 0311.,.302 :.:ay 65, JCS ::; 4275~. ~-Gp 4) Meg, 
:::s :.313 to CIN~LAKT, 032l232 lc~.:r o5. !f-Gp 3) !l:s;, 
.=.z.::~ ·. ::Jnir.go :..:;16 to State, J32C23Z May 65, JCS :2: 
~2C,'),;. ·: Z'"-Gp 3; i1~ ~, JCS l J37 :; ::> CSA ar.d C ~CLf..}l'I', 
C40:.j:.L f-1ay 65. ('c; ?!!. T:Tne3, '-· :jlay 6S, 1. 
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:Js n~::...i.:ar-~r s.c:.L·.·~:;:- ·.a~ .~.:.....~:.:..::=c .. ~ =t:: .. ~:·:-~c-r·s:.l_"~:; 
o~ <:t.-e :3Z :..~1 oraer t.J prc:e\~r t~;.~ ~mbassies. '!?h~ 
State I·epartment auth.Jrized 'Cr.e <3}_tension at the 
request of the Ot.S Co~'llllliSsion, a:1c the JCS directed 
its exe;cution. US r1ar1nes carri-~c out -:;he oper­
ation, ruovin6 the ISZ bounda::-:; t·.~c bloc'.cs eastward 
•:Jithoi..lt i:1cident . 

. (.!-Gp 3) Mss, Santo· Domir.go :..351 to State, 
03183VZ May 65, JCS L'J 43838. ~ Mag, 3<;ate: 797 
to Santo Domingo, 042118Z :.1ay 65, JCS Dl 44 32L. 
(.8"-Gp 3) Ms~, JCS 1400 to CINCLA.'l"':', et al. , 042149Z 
May 65. (J;I) 6th MEU :ommand Dia~.', 9JUI'" 65 

c 

J 
"(Z-Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo :...358 to ;;'".::.:~, 

0501202 May 65, JCS IN 44450. 

At the same tL~e that it was restricting its 
military and psycholcgical t'<a:.•fare activi-cies, the 
US was expanding its relief work in the Domir.ican 
Republic. Deputy Aatistant Secre:ary of Sta-ce 
Anthony Solomon, the State Departruent relief admini­
strator, reported that he had dev~loped a food 
relief program that would bring 60 tons of rice 
daily from the Banco Agricola 1a stock in the north 
of t~e island, unloac the PL 480 food from A:COA· 
RANGER, airlift 90 tons of fo·Jd daily by US mili­
tary a·i::-craft "for a few cays" l:.n'Cil the flow of 
rice f:.:-Jm the north 1.as sufficien·;, anc·· increase the 
volu..•e Jf food ·Jistr:..buteci by U~ troops aLm;; the 
corr:.do:.(' in the Cons'tituti:malist area. Sol.J::1on 
report~d that by the end of the cay three additional 
center3 of bulk food distribution would be 
:"'u."lctiJning outside rhe Constit.:t1onalist area, 
~r.anned oy buainessmer. and clergym:n. Althou~h 
certa~1 areas outside Santo D~min3o might require 
food di~tribution du:·ing the ~ext few days, Solomon 
expeutad adequate food supplies t~ be e.vaila':lle in 
mos-c o: the com~try LS soon as ~ovement on ~~e roads 
becE.me easier. ·rhen the probleru ·.-~ould oe ::;;:,, lac:{ 
of ruor:ey to buy food since the ecJnomy ~1as a·; a 
.:;tandstill and wages had not been paid for lG days. 
::::clor:,c:l sugges-;;ed tl"."'-'C tl::e public sector, including 
;cve~~nent, bus~ness, and tl::e Sugar Co::-poration, 
~ee-c t.r.e next ;;c..y Ca~/. 
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·.... ~ep~:.y·, -::.r.e S ';:.. te D~p:l:-"t:nd:-.-:; notified 
.\mba::Jsa.cor 3:mne;;t anj Sec::-e·;a.ry :"·)lemon that $3 
ir:.::.:..l:.Jr ::_:: :=..·jd1t:...J~.a=. disa3·::;:~t· r~~.:..-~ ... ~f fi...l~1ds .h.~d 
·----..... ---"'1o··e...:: £!_ .... -"-·::~ ·"'ol., -·· · ·-- .......... -. C! 3 • ~' t ""'-::;..:t~ :...:.:-.r. •· _. J..,_ ... ;....L.~.:. ..i....J.'i-•. Q.;J~.o·-:-Owe • ..l..i 0 

o;.•ganize emerger.cy ~;o_•Jc prog::-ii.llls W1der .nunic 1;-al 
and provincial govern:nental d1re·~t1on or through 
existir.g local develc)ment as~oci~tions; 2) to 
make .'.:::-ra;"lgemen;;:; for the :::JUblic !::ect(;)r, ir.­
cludi::l<o goverr-.r.::er.t, :O:..;.siness, and ':::he S·..tgar Cor­
pora';icr., to mee;; tr.e next po:y da~r; 3) ;;o adrr,:!.ni­
ster err.ergency food a:1d medical ~·elief, ::-epair 
a·nd r~e:onstruct essen-;ial public ;.;tilities, a.-....d to 
establish emergency public work ~rogr~s. 

{~-Gp l) Mag State 798 to Santo Domingo, 
4 May 65, ~cs IN 44581. 

Tt_e Constitution.uists seiz•~c the political 
initiative when the m~mbers of the 1963 Natio:1al 
Congress in a r•.;mp seJsion electec Francisco caamano 
president of the provisional government. Later 1r.. 
the day, the Com:titu-;;ionalist "Radio Constitution" 
carried a recorded sp~ech by Bose~, supporting the 
choice of Caamano, characterizinG him as a leader 
who could "act aga1r.s-;; the tanks and machines tG 
defend the people's rights." 

_ fiT?-:.Gp l) 

In a cable to th~ State !:>epar';ment, Ambassador 
:aennett stated that "·~ith the rebel forces contained,'' 
~he priorities for US action ,,·er•? now: a functioning 
-Domil"'lican govei'!"'.ment ~nd t~e •·restoration of normala~r" 
in Sante Domingo. vfi-;h re~arc t•) these priorities, 
:Senn:=tt suggestec tha-;; the TJ3 re !Cgnize ·:he L.:;yalist 
.:j:.mta a.s the de factc suc.c~sscr ·:c the Reid Governmen;; 
and t:~t restric~ions on t~e freecom of movement of 
DomL~ican civilians b~ removed. 

3er..net:: pro;:osed the :'ollow::.:-.g three poi:.t ~ro­
gram tc rally popular suppor':: beh:.nd the jt:nta.: -:) 
urge· ~:.e Lo~rali.sts to add ::wo ci·;:.:..ia.ns -::o tl:~ir 
,J;m-ca a::-_d d:;.scuss poslible car:didates wl:h tr.em; 2) 
if th: ~unta was agre?able, offe::- US go::d nf!'!.ces in 
help~.i_ to persue.de t.:e two c::oser. to j )ir. t:_e 
gove!'l"lment; and :;;) ur~e the ,it:nta ;;o appo:Lr:t a 
cabiri·:t of non-part:!.s.!n techn:!.ciar:s and offer to work 
w!.th ::~e junta ir. t~e selecti:n p~ocess. Bennett 
cautior_ed, however, t:1at some of the Lo:ralist milita~r 
had b~er: tr:-'ing in th! pas·.; 1·1eek :o con.3olidate their 
positions, whil~ t:nce·.~ the prctect:ion o::' ':::he US m.!.l:.­
::ai"J )r·esence. O:::o pe .. 'lllit ::hese ~·:O.g.'lt -w~g military 
leade~·s to consolidat: their ~:owe:::-·, 3ennett 'celieved, 
•r~ov.ld "::e a grea-c dies !rvice t:::. tl1e Domi~"'l:!.cans and a 
,:r._:;.ac;:L::._:: Clo~ . ..; t: ':i:E.: ~-5 pu':rl::..~ in::.ge in ~he CJ"..ln-;ry. 
:0·• su.,;[ested, t:.~rer'o~·e, tha;; onu,; Constituti.:onalis;; 
~·e::: i;; :ar..ce had er dec., ·11ess:.n sho•1j.d ·oe :ncou.r~ged to 
~·eti:::-·: and t~at i'.ivE:r.l Cuest<.. and de lo;J Sar.tcs ce 
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~~a A:~~ ~o~ce. ~en~e:t also sugG€Sted :hat Rivera 
Ca:nir:~rc, NC.V'J Chief ,-:,f Staff, wot:ld mai<e the best 
SecretarJ of State fo~ Armed Forces. 

Co.Tcnenting en tr.e potent::.al:_y risk;· situati.:>r, 
:::..::-. tl:e :;Jrovince:o, 3er.:.ett ~-ointec ::JUL; t'le neec f·]r 
rapid action to ens~u effective a~d fr~endly ~ocal 
governments. He urgec the strenbt~ening of the 
local governments through the appropriate char.ne.:.i:",~ 
of relief supplies and the organ~zation of emergency 
work programs. He al~o suggested the pa~~ent of tack 
wages to a large number of persons in the provinces 
employed in public works projects who had not been 
paid for as long as ten weeks. 

(Unknown) f1sg, Sc.nto Domine;o 1340 -.;o Sta-.:e, 
041134Z fo!ay 65, JCS IN 43818. (1!-LDIDIS) Msg, Sar:tc­
Domingo 1337 to State, 040715Z M~ 65, JCS IN 42738. 

Bennett also believed that "fast action esser:t!.al 
to counter" the political initiative showr. by '::he Ccr.­
stitution~lists 1n appointing Caamano as their presi­
dent. :ie therefore we.s suggestir:g to the Loya:i.ists 
that they form a more broadly-based junta inc:uding 
civil!ans. Specifically he wanted General Imuert to 
head the junta; Colonel Benoit to be the military 
representative, and the following civil!.ans be inclt:ded; 
Alfonso :.torano a respected non-Communist left:.st, 
Antonio Guzman, formerly Bosch 1 s Secretary ,_,-_· .\gricul­
ture, and Anselmo Brache, a prominent member .~r' 
Balaguer 1s movement who enjoyed Imbert 1 s confidence. 

~a Secretary of State approved Ambassador 
Bennett's course of a"tion ar.d directed the Ar.lbassaccr 
to seek OAS Commission approval s:L1.ce the Department 
did r.ot consider either side L~ the Dominican dis;ute 
as then constituted capable of rt:nning the cow~try. 
The :ominicans needed a broadly based group "to re­
estab:ish and mainta1r. law ar.d order and getting 
norma: ;overnment functions t:nderway." The Secretar-y 
agreed with all the n~es that Bennett had suggested 
for the junta, but recommended against Imbert as the 
leader, preferring that all members have-equal rank. 

(~-Gp 3) ~1sg, Sar.to Domingo 1348 to Stat<:, 
041130Z May 65, JCS n-: 43823. (t:) NY T!mes, 5 May 65, 
1. (a-~p 2) !l!sg, Sta-;;e 796 to San-voDocingo, 4 May 65, 
JCS IN 44579. 

Th3 OAS continuec its ef::':Jrts to er.C: t:"l.e :r:!..::i.s. 
Ir. Sar.t:J Domingo its Commission co:r.pletec a r-e:;Jort fer 
the rl!eeting of Consul:::ation -.;hat L1.cludec, at ·che 
urging :Jf the US, a r-ecommendaticn for a comb:..ned ir:ter­
America:1 military force under thE: JAS. The C::;;r.m.:.ssior. 
a:so :Jr~3ented Alnbassc.dor :Oer.nett ·.dth a formula for c. 
~ew cea.se-fire a6ree~ent and askE:d for US cooperation 
;_,, n:a:.::L16 it an "effec-.;ive i:-.strt.;m;nt" c.r.d a JS 
::o'"a:1 :':.r:7l:ltion o:· the : Nay 0-~-s Ru; )lutior.. The Ccm-
:::i;; .s~o:1 1 s ,;_:Jroposed c 5Lse -fire, c.:.: led tr.e "Ac-:; ::Jf 

::.c.::-.tG :.::.:r.i:"lgo," -,1oul: ·)e sigr.ed cr:iy by tr_e Beno:.t an:'. 
:: :=.a..-na:n-o 201 ce'S • %ii.tt"t:· .es:-, the: :oc~:.~1,er ... p~es " .. ,ted 
::=..::;.::e:;-.; ''fith a nemor3.J:jum r·ec_uesr.:_:_g "wi:ethar ~i'.e .n:a::.­
-ca:ry :..'or-~es of -:;:.a t.;:.:.:ceC Sta.::~s :..:. -::he Dcmi...":_.~ar .. 
Repub:Ci; could be givf:."l precise ~-:.struc;:;ions ·;.) cc:J:e~·­
a-ce ir. ·v~e execution cf that w~1ici:: has teen a;:oeec. n 

n.')F f"'i3S.t ... _ 
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5 May 65 

3~nnett accept3C the ;:·:);rU':'liss~_on 1 s f'o:-mul3, 
::!l.~ri:-~6 ~!"lat he ·.rould I:ave S:; ::--ef.:_ .. i.t: to ·r:a.sr .. .:r .. gton. 
3ennet"G tolo che .See!z-etar:r a:: Sta~e that a new 
cease-fire was not necessary, but that the US coulc 
not refuse the Commission's ~equ~st. He recommended 
that he be authorized to ~ive the Commission a no~e 
::-eiterating US coo;>e~~l.tion wi~h ~I-.e 30 ·April cease­
!'ire ar.c pledging con-::1nued !';;.11 cooperation ·,;ith the 
work of the Commissio~. General Palmer concurred 1n 
Bennett's recommendation. 

(.e-) i-lsg, State 788 to Santo D;;mingo, b40250Z 
May 65, JCS IN 44293. (~-Gp 3) Msgs, Santo Domingo 1350 
to State, 0413132 May 65, JCS IN 43866, and 1359, 
0502552 May 65, JCS IN 44783. 

M111tary activi.ty was 11.m1.ted to an expansi.on of the 
LOC in order to L~prove the securi"Gy of the corri.dor. 
At o6oo elements of the 82d Airborne Division began 
the operation, and by 0800 the corridor had been en­
larged. As usual, Consti.tutionalist snipers were acti.ve, 
with heavy firi.ng reported. 

At 0500 General Palmer assumed command of Land 
Forces Domi.ni.can Republi.c CTF 120, reporting di.rectly 
to CINCLANT. The revised command structure effective 
at that time was as follows: 

CINCLANT - Adm Moorer, USN 

a. CJTF 122 - VAdm Maste::-son, USN. 

b. 

(1) CTF 121, Commander Ai.r Force 
Component - l1Gen McNickle, USAF 

(2) CTF 124, command Naval Com­
ponent - VAdm McCain, USN 

CTF ::..20, :ommander Land Forces 
DOMREP - :.tGen Palmer, USA 

(1) 4th :I!EB - BGen BoUker, USMC 

(2) 82d .-1.bn Div - MGen York, USA 

(~-Gp 3) JT~ 122 Eist, pp. III-I-5 and II:­
III-I-14. (TS) NMCC Op Sum 105-65, 6 May 65. ~(<r-Gp 3) 
Msg, JCS 1444 to AIG 936, et al., 0512382 ~ay o5. 
(~-Gp 4) t1sg, CINCLANT to CINCARLANT, et al., 0619322 
!iay 65, JCS IN 47984. --

r c 
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The OAS continueri its effor;;s to restore peace .. · 
to. the Dominican Repu·oric. It got the C-onstitutionalist 
and Loyalist .leaders to s-ign the "Act of Santo Dom.1ngo;" 
ratifying-the ceasefire of 30 April and establishing~a 
zone of security in Santo Domingo. The Agreement also 
guaranteed the inviolability of t.t.e embassies and ·----­
missions in the city and the evact;.ation of persons.•+in--· 
asylum there. The pa::-ties'to the act also promised'-'to 
assist the International Red Cross and the OAS in the 
distribution of fooc, medicine, and medical supplies--
in Santo Domingo and -chroughout tr.e country. The.;..AC.t~ ·· 
refeiTed to the Caamano Group as the "constitutionalist 
Government," giving t':lem, ,'\mbassacor Bennett claimed an 
"unwarranted status" and constituting a "substantive 
modification" to the original OAS proposal. 

(21 Mag, Santo Domingo 1386 to Sta-ce, 060245Z·---· 
May 65, JCS IN 46672. (~Gp 3) Hsg, Santo Domine;o ---

·1360 to State, 050250Z May 65, JCS IN 44826. (U) ·.:;.~"- . 
NY Tiines 6 May 65 1 14. ··~-::~·:..·- · 
-~ J I I . J.&'fif'~· ~:'-v··.~,: 

(Late in the eve,1ing, four members of the OAS .• C,o.m­
mission departed for '.4ashington to give the OAS Meetlng 
of Consultation a first nand report. One member ot~he 
Commi:Ssion, Ambassador Morrice o:' Panama, and OAS .' ·:;:-.·· 
Secre-cary General Mora remained 1r. Santo Dom1.'lgo. )"-

(~-Gp 3) Meg, Santo Domingo 1396 to State, 060916Z 
May 65, JCS IN 46976. <·'' ... 

Tte OAS also met in washing~on where the US repre­
senta.tive Ellsworth Bunker sought a compromise on·_,th,e . 
US-sponsored resolution for ar, inter-Ainerican peace~~f<o,;-·..., .. ~ 
force. Argentir..a, Colombia, Cos";a Rica, Venezuela, .. and 
the U3 agreed to a re•1ised re.zol~ltion to be ._'ointly 1 
presented to the OA5 :t.FM. The revised resolution re- · 
questec member govern:nents to make contingents of their 
military, naval, air, or police :'c-rces available to the 
OAS to form an Inter-l~erican Armed Force to restore 
order :n the Dominica~ Repub:ic. 

(U) :1sg, State .jirc 2140, 5 !1ay 65, JCS IN 46586. 
(U) ~rl T1.mes, 7 l';ay 6-5, l. 

·----- -------~ 
- ----- --------- .. --·-·-· 



6 May 65 

·_:3 unilate:::--a.l ~Jc.litlcal m"-"~\"t.'~~ ,~Llnt.li\UL·~d !n 
2a~-:.tc "J:.J:r.~:-:go ·,,;~-ere :'::nbassa(,O.::" E.:c.tr.(:tt trlc(i r,,) 

form a .~o·ver:-..~~1en-: o: ... national. ~cc~nc.i::!.at1c~ com­
posec of both a:ilitar·y and c i'lil.:!.~n leader~ ~~ep­
resenting a broad political spectrum. He was not 
success::'ul. Represer:tatives ·Jf B·)sch' s PRD and 
3ala.:;-:.la:." 1 s PR. re.f'us·.~C: to ser~.r8. ~~ven . tll.e ;Jro -US 
Secre-ca~7 General of -che ?~D, P.ntonio l<lartinez 
Franci3·:o, was u:1willing to parti~ipate in a jur.ta 
that would include Dr.bert or -co volunteer his own 
services without the approval of ~is party. 
Approval, according to Martinez, Nould prpbably be 
contingent upon the right ~f Bosch to run for 
office in the next election. 

Rebuffed by th~ politicians, Bennett tried to 
form a non-political junta including three civilian 
"techn'ccians." He lined up·a five-man group con-. 
sistin; of Imbert, Benoit, Dr. Hector Goico, Supreme 
Court President Julio Cuello, and Luis Julian Perez. 
The three civilians, however, refused to serve until 
they had discussed the proposition with Caamano and 
the OAS. 

(~-Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo 1385 to State, 
060145Z May 65, JCS L~ 46489. 

'!lith the exception of one incident involving US and 
Constitutionalist forces, the cease-fire continued 
effective. Three US ~arines were killed when a two­
vehicle convoy 11ith seven r~arines, proceeding east­
ward a:.ong the L·JC, took a wrong turn into Constitu­
tionalist-held territory and \'las fired upon. In 
addition to the three fatalities, two Marines were 
wounded and two were captured. 

(U) Mag, Santo Domingo 1403 ~o State, 061705Z 
May 65, JCS IN 47483. (Z-Gp 3) .I'Jsg, CTF 120 to 
CINCLM·~, 0701532 May 65, JCS IN ll8569. 

·----~ ....... _,.,.. .. 

In ?lash1ngton tt.e OAS MF'rol voted to establish a.'l 
Inter-~erican Armed Force (IAF) to cooperate in 
restor~g and rr~intaining normal conditions in the 
Dominican Republic ar.d in establishing there an 
atmosphere "conducive to the functioning of democratic 
institutions." ;~ember states would be asked -co con­
tribute land, sea, air, or police contingents to the 
IAF. ':'!:e commander5 of these con :;ingents were to I'TO:>k 
out a:nong t:nemse:ve:> and with an OAS Committee arra:tge­
:nents ~or an OAS Unified Command. 

rhe US did not i:tsist on the selection o~ 
cmiDOMr:EP as Com:nande:-, IA?, and was willing :;o accet:~t 
the ap~ointment of a Latin Ameri:an as commander, with 
a deput:; fr?m the US. US :'o::-ces in the Dominican 
~epujlic would cecor.1e part 0:' the IAF ·,o~hen it was 
formed; any US forces not :'le.eded :'or the IAF would ~e 
·,;ithdrawn. The US ~·ras pre:;Ja::-ed -:: o provide both t::-ans­
:;JOrtat:.on and logis~ic support for the IAF, thou~~ 
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Looking ahead tC"• eventual wi·;hdrawal of US 
forces, the JCS asked CWCLAN':': :1) as f'uming the 
cease-r'ire continued and -the secul~ity rrissiot: re­
mained es~~ntially as at present, what milita::-y 
forces should remail1 in the Dominican Republi·o for 
the foreseeable fut;.u-e?; (2) if t:1ese forces • .. rere 
smalle::- than those now deployed, ~~hen could w::.th­
drawals begin, and how and ir. wha~ order should they 
take place?; and (3) if the L~yal::.sts did es~~blish 
an effective govern:nent in tr.e near future, ~·1:1.at US 
forces should r~main in the Republic? The JCS 
added that if an OAS force we::'e established, ~atin 
American units might supplant some of the US units. 

65. 
mag 

(Jf-Gp 3) Mag, JCS 1547 to C:C!CLANT, C61649Z :.1ay 
For the reply, see below, under 8 May (CWCLANT 

082322Z). 

The US effort (begun on 5 May) to construct a broad­
based ;)ominican government finall:r succeeded when the 
Loyalist junta resigr.ed ir. ra·1or .)f a Council of 
National Reconstruction (GNR), a five-man gr::>up headed 
by General Antonio Dr.bert Bar::'era~. The civilians in 
the group were not those originally suggested by 
Bennet;;, but the Ambassador c::>nsidered them a "well­
balanced group which can corr.mand national su::-~ort·." 
In addition to Imbert the group i:Jcluded: .Julio 
Post::.go, a personal friend of Bosch; the "highly 
respected" governor of Puerto !'la-ca, Carlos Grisolia 
Polor.yvm; and Alejandro Zeller Io~cc, a young 
engineer and non-partisan forn:er Y:inister of \.;ater · 
Resources. Colonel Eenoit, the o~1.e holdover from the 
junta, completed the group. 

A;.,\oassador Benne;tt recommer,ded th2. t the US 
reC0€!1iZe the new government "w:!.t:;.out celay." Secre­
tary Rusk replied, r.owever, t:1.at :he US ·.~elco:ned the 
:'::>rmation of the GNR, but :-egarcec i'C as onl~T an 
interLn group that would be expected to assist in 
::he es -cablishment of a permanent, duly elected goverr.­
nent with broad ?Opular sup~ort. Hence, although the 
\.'S woul·:l gi·;e t:;.e G)iF: "all apprc.p::-ia te t.elp" in 
r.ol6!.n3; the cou:1try :;ogether, it ·>~ould r:ot extend 
:'ormal recognit.!.Jn. ::.ater in tte day the .Secreta~· 
addec' :;;,.at Bennett sr.ould urg~ th:: GNR not ":::J attack 
c;he Co:1stitutiona11s·c positio,1s and to protes-c to 
~he OA3 Constitutionalist attacks on the ~rat!.:mal 
?alace. The .sec!'etary auth·:>rizec' 'JS military action 
"i.:.' : .. :n:n~diatel;r :1ec::losary tc· save the ?alace, '' but US 
act:i.on should n::.t b~ taker. as "::retex: to SU"):JOrt 
Imbert by mili:;ary cemonstratior. =.gainst rebeis." 

--e- - ···----
6£ c ..... ~-
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State 07 2 to San-co Domingo, 7 11ay 65, cTCS IN 50053. 
(.$'-LIM:JIS-Gp 2) !1sg, State 83o to Santo Domingo, 
7 May 65, ,JCS ~! 503C9. 

. -·--------· --· 

--·..,~- . 

?·:'eparing for tr.e activa·-~ior. :"Jf the :A?, ;:r.e Sts.tc 
Depar;;ment ordered A.i,bassador Bennett to coordir.a1:e 
vrith commanders of ar.y Latin .'ill!erican contingents 
assigned and, in collaboration wic;h General ?alrr,er, to 
subu.it ::-ecommendati::~r.s fop. tr.e st:•ucture and £\mctio:-,s 
of -the unified command ... U.t the same tL-::e the JCS 
directed CINCLANT anc USC:!:!'!CSO to ;;>repare to transp::~rt 
by air and sea the Latin American contingents. 

(L-Gp 3) :-tsg, State 856 to Santo Domingo and 
CJTF 122, 070UOZ !~ay 65, JCS IN il8144. For reply, zee 
under 9 May (Santo ~o:n1ngo 1526, 0918262). ur-Gp 3) 
Mag, JCS 1640 to CINCLANT and USCINCSO, 071606Z ~lay 65. 

On this day, the US com?leten all planned majo~ 
force deployments to the Domir.ica.r. Republic. The desig­
nation and size of the Committed forces were as follows: 

- -----------

Ground Forces 

US Army 

Hq USCDr.ffiEP 
Special Force3 Co (Reinf) 
82d Abn Div ( 9 Bn) 
Air MobUe Co. 
lst Pay Bn & 1st Psy 1·-iar Co 
Miscellaneous 

Total US A-:my 

US!1C 

4th MEB - Ash)re 
Afl~at 

Total USMC 

Air Forces 

USAF 

507th TAC Cont Gp 
& Sptg Units 

•.}RA:m TOTAL 

\JS Na•ral Forces 

Combatant & .S·.lpporting­
Ships 

41 

----- ·----· --. 

160 
332 

12,301 
200 
116 
156 

13,265 

4,1115 
3,304 
7,449 

1,08E 

21,800 
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;\1~ :=-:)rces 

vrr;?A-323 
VMF (AH451) 
ret, VMCJ-2 

USAF 

353 TFS 
363 TRW Element 

331 FI.:> 

J..· .. -F'-4B 
1C:;-F-8D 

2RF-8A 

10 F-100 
0 RF-100 ., RB-66 _, 

12 F-104 

(~) N~~cc oPsm~. 107-65, s Y.ay 65, 2-3. 

At 1200 General Bruce Pa.i.mer be·~'!.me Comnander, 
US Forces in Dcr.J.ini-:an Repub1:..c (TJSCOMDOMREP), with 
command over all Army, Air F~rce, and Naval units, 
MAAG, and JACCC physically 1~catad in the Dominican 
Republ:..c. Forces designated for POWER PACK (the 
nicknaoe for the US operations), but not physically 
on the island, remained under the appropriate com­
ponent commanders o~ CINCLANT. JTF 120 and J7F 122 
were d~ssolved. CTF 121 and CTF 124 remained under 
CINC.~ANT and C!NCLk~TFLT, respectively, to support 
USCOMDOMREP, who was authorized direct liaison with 
them. · 

(~-Gp 4) rr.sg, C7)ICLA."'T to CINCARLANT, et al., 
070010Z May 65, JCS !)! 48269. --

Communist in~~vement L~ tha Dominican crisis was 
further documentec:q,;_ ' "' 

I 

· -:TI"a modest num:Jer J~ hard-core Communist 
leaders in ~o Domingo managed by superior train~~ 
and tac1:1cs to win for themselves a position of con­
siderable influence in the revolt within the first few 
days." Unclassif'ied annexes summarized Cuba's involv•~-
ment in Dominican revolutionary activities and listed ~· 
the n~es of 83 Communists and other extreme leftists 
who were "active participants" L"l the Dominican revolt. 

~-Gp 1) t 

· :l".e JCS was alsc 
;nent .::.r, the Dorr.L"lica:: 
amou:1t of CommunfC'; 
island ~rom Cuba. · 

~ (~ -SENS IT::vE) L 
. . . -· 

..3 CJCS files. 

concer:1ed ·s:..th Com:nunis"G involve­
crisis, spa::ifically in the 
propagand'a oeing beamed to the 

JJ /_ 
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The r.t~litar~l si~uatio:1 remair.-2cj r~t~iet Nitr, fe;\" 
·.:~c::.::.·: ~~:r: s ,~ . .::.-- t~:..:· se?-:.e -fir:::· ·~""'GDo:-<:e .. .::. :n tr.e 

:-::::~~-: ~:.::.:-:.c-·;:; ~r:~i~;:;~-s~ :~i-::e :··::=:. ·~-<~~-~ ~u-:::or.:at.ic 

,....,.eapons ~nfi..:.. trc.~ed the U.S ~-!3.'/Y ur.loac:i:-".;; facili­
ties in H2.ina, wounding a i'iarine 't:ho later died. 

·::~~CL:.,.r-:~ r'=:JOrte.:i to ::-ht.: JC: tna.t a~.s ~-:ere 
ar;;at• ;r.::ly beir:r~ lar:d,;C secre-:::ly ~:1 ~he Dominica:'l 
R.e;;:i.lo:cic. In reply, c:he JCS notec that Dominican 
force..l were-responsib:.e for controlling such 
activity, but might r..ot be adequ.s.te to the task. 
They authorized CINCLANT, subject to c9ordinaticn 
1·1ith Arr:oasaador Eenne:t._ to prov:.ce such assist­
ance as he deemed necessary to control activities 
of this type. 

(~ Santo Domir..go 1487 to State, 0823252 May 
65, JCS IN 51601. (Z-Gp 4) 1•1sg, JCS 1733 to CINC­
LANT, 0818032 :-Ia;r 65. 

':'he compositior. of the IAF ''as being studied 
in washington. In response to a request by the 
Assis;;ant Secretary o~ Defense (ISA) for their views, 
the JCS stated tr~t they favored e~ployment o~ OAS. 
forces in the Dominican Republic as a demonstration 
of hemispheric solidarity. Tt,ey recommended that 
member' countries be encouraged to suppl;r self­
contained company-size units, except for Argentina. 
and Brazil, from whom battalions were desired. The 
forces contributed should, as far as possible, be , 
logis~ically self-st:.f:'icient, but should be a·:)le to 
request, receive, and clistrib'.:.te bulk supplies from 
US sources. Pending establishment of the command 
structure, the Latir: American contingents should be 
placed under operational cont:ool of CINCLANT. The 
JCS recommended that 7JSCOMDGr1IiEP be designated com-
mande~ of the IAF, but they were prepared to accept 
a Latin American commander with a US deputy. 

~-Gp 3) J:SM-344-65 -co SecDef, "OAS Forces for 
the Dominican Re~ubli-J," 8 May 65, derived from 
~-Gp S) JCS 2338/12-i, same subJ, 6 May 65, JMF 
9128.4 (3 Nay 65). 

In response to t:te JCS request :>f 6 May, CINCL.:J!T 
t!'ansmitted USC'Jr-:DOMREP's •:iews that, once an effect:!!ve, 
stable government was in operation, three or four of · 
the :2 US battalions in the 'l)ominican Republic could 
possibly be released. CD~CL.:.:·:T :'cresaw an extended 
rec;u:i.::-e;men t for appro:cilna tely four- or five bat tal ions, 
plus other units for .mgineering reconstruction, civi: 
affai:-s, and psycholo ~leal Narfare. \fuen witr.clrawals 
:»egan, Marine ur.its s:1ould be witt.dra~m first, in 
orde:- tc improve over-all readiness in the Caribbean. 
Marinas should be wit:1drawn almost enti:::oely by sea; 
.\:'my :'crces, by a cor.t'Jinat:::.cn of ship a:1d air trans­
porta;;ion. Whether t~ese reccmme~dations could be 

---------
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9 May 65 

·-·-~~-,--... · .. 

. r.od1.fit:!C~ lf the GNR ·:ecame 8..1 ·:ff'."!Ctive .governing 
body de~ ended on fu-.::...r~ rievc l~"~::.me!"itS. CDlCLA!·;T 
ci:e-~ ::~.3 ~x:;.r:-:;:1·:::~ o_·. :·:!~tJ:>S ;..:.f:··~.;t.in:_~ ::.!.3 fu~ure 

~eeds: ;:;.-:e unde~er:-::ined :~.Jm:;:un.Ls~ stren;::th in the 
new ~or:n.n1can ge)•rer:'l.'T.ent, and the effectiveness of 
OAS forces on the sce~e. 

(Z-Gp 3) Msg, CI:<CLANT to J::S, 0823222 !·!ay 65, 
JCS IN 51662. 

Cease-fire violations increased. A force of 50 
Consti-;;:-<tionalists attacked :he ~eadquarters of the 
GNR 's transportation ':>attalLm L1 Santo Domingo, but 
were successfully repulsed. At 1715 two shells 
exploded near USCOMDOMREP .1 s headquarters. Sniper 
fire continued at about the same :.evel as previous 
days. 

~-LIMDIS-Gp 2) !lag, .Santo ::)omingo 1543 to S<;a-;;e, 
0923052 May 65, JCS IN 52741. (2-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDO!Il­
REP/CTF 120 to CINCLANT, 1006162 Nay 65, JCS IN 53065. 

Replying to the State Department request of 7 t-1ay, 
Ambassador Bennett and General Palmer suggested the 
following policy and command struc:ures for the IAF: 
1) pol~cy guidar.ce !'o::- the IAF wot<ld be provided by the 
Ml~, which in turn mitht receive milita~ advice from 
the I:lter-.1\merican Defense Board; 2) the OAS Comtnission, 
:;:oeconstructed to incl:lde eminent Latin Americans, 
perhaps includir.g fo~er head~ of State1 __ ~oulc operate 
as the executive and "JOlicv a::'!Tl ,JI' the YL."'M in the 
DomL~ican Republic; 3) this o~~ Commission should in­
clude an Office of the Militai"J .\dv1sor headed by a 
senior Lat1ri American· office:-, supported by a multi­
nat:ional staff (this .:>fficer s!J.ould be a La ti:. American, 
.j'..1st as the IAF coml7la:1der sho;.tlcl 1: e a US of fie er); 4) 
:he c·Jrr.bined staff should 'Je orgar.i::ec along US mili-
tary lines and as a rninimun the Secretar;, C4 (logistics), 
and c6 (communication3) shou:c ':Je :;s officers; 5) since 
operations would primarily be on ':he gr~und, the IAF 
commander should wear a second ha'c as land forc·es com­
mander with separate subordinate :::ea and air commanders; 
6) br.igade commander 3lots could te al-located to of!'icers 
of the participating ."lations to assuage the Qi.:estion ,:>f 
national prestige; however, rlurin;:: active ope::-ati::ms ]S 
battal!ons should be ':J::-ie;ar:led to,;8ther ::tnd ::1:.<l tination&l 
battalions should not be cons1de::-ed as e:'fecti'le forc~s 
::'or m ;re than guard O'lty. 3en:1e-::t and ?almer added tnat 
:;he r;3 shou::!.d remair. )repared t:o cc.m.':lit additional :'o:•ces 
::>apidly si':ould the IAJ prove to !:J( ::11li t:arily incapable. 
If -;;he C·AS Commission refuser' to c.ut~orize IA? a;ction, 
t!'le US should decide ·~hether ·1n1:.ateral actic:-. ';las re­
quired ty US forces nJt allouated 'co the IAF. 

_ ~-Gp 3}. MsfZ, .Sa~:to :C·o~:..:--.go l526 to ~tate and OS:', 
09lo2bZ :1ay o5, .jCS ,-: 52615. 
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:.1e:le~a.:. Pal~er establ.:.sl~::C :! :franid reaction 
:"',-:J::''"!·~!' :.r::-:8:.3-::2.:-~ :: .. ·::-:.!.~f.: :':.:·6r.: <··.·:: 2~~ .~.:L:'C02!1e 
:1~1~3::.cr. a:-::~ ::r.e. it:-. . -:::E. ::1~:. :.;,j_'2rt .:'Jr•..::e, .-~on-

-- sis;:;L1;,:; oi' placcon·, .:;:>mpan:·, ?.nd ·::att:alion si; .. e 
units, wo••ld res·pond -:;o request:s ty :\mbassador 
3enne~:t t'ar_ 'issi:::.tar.c~ to l.:;.::c.l .;c-vernment forces 
!~ ~~9~s··~u3side Sa~tJ ~om!n~c. 

- (.c) Msg, USCOMDC14REP/GT:::O~ 120 to CL'ICLAN'I', 
0920542 May 65, JCS Dr- 52856. 

Fearing the possible 2ffe.ct3 of the inflammatory _ 
)(onstitutionalist broadcasts on ~~dio Santo Domingo, ·\ lc . .. . I_ . (I (._'f:- I 

.:::1 Secretal"J 
Rusk replied that \va:::hirigton echoed t~ir concern and 
that denying the station to the Constitutionalists as 
soon as possible wa;;; "highest priority item." He 
asked for details on ~he locatio~ of the station and 
its towers and whether they 8ould be destroyed or 
captured. ::ie noted that it ·Nould ·oe best to involve 
the OAS Commission in the matter and concluded that 
-the US would investigate the feas::.bility of the Com­
mission's assuming control over all broadcast facili­
ties in the Dominicar. Republic. 

(.ii:S'-Gp 3) Msg, t'SCOMDOMREP/CJTF 120 to CINCLANT, 
C9C3402 May 65, JCS ::::l-1 51923; (.2"'-l..IMDIS-Gp 3) Hsg, 
State ]19 to Santo r:omingo and CJTF 120, 0918402 l1ay 
65, JCS IN 52531. 

CINCLANT publist"ed US casual t:ies figures for the 
Domir.ican operat:ion. As of 240CZ, total US casualties 
;.;ere: 

KIA ~·:IA HIA :)0'11 

Army 3 Sl 0 2 
Navy 2 1 0 0 
Marine Corps 6 24 0 J 
Air Force 0 0 0 0 -

Total 11 76 0 2 

(Z-Gu 3) ;.;sg, C::::NCLANT ':,; .~_J:} 930, 100120Z 1(ay 6:; . 
.J8S ::' S2tll9. (·rhe JO~l figures are include(1 in the v!IA). 
[ Jo::- r"..u-ther casual t:.es figures 3ee appendix. ] 

Santo ~omir:.go ~·emainwd quiet, \'/:.t:. ·sniper fi::-e repor-:ed 
;,•edt<ced from previcu;; days. Some factories and 
·.msinesses :;:-eopenec :.n the c:!.ty, but Constit~tior.alist 
· .. ,arr:.cades ]reventEC ~'lorkers .:'::--81:--. gett!ng tw l:;heir :ob:3 
in the northern indu::Jtrial z.:me. Commercial air. servi~i! 

45 -~ _ _.s: .. __ 

-- ----
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resuT,eci to and fro:n ~an to DD.'[--~:1iP. P.rntassacl,)~· 
E-~~nar~ r~pJrte~ ~~at about ::~c ~Jrso~s :~11: 
2.:-:ai~.:-.: e·.-2.8·-.;at::..:>n, ·cut he •.-:c.s c:>;1.:entrac;ing on 
t;-:.e "f;cee e·;acuacioa" of ti:le :'ew "hardship or 
other special cases." The rnajori:;y of the 800 
we:oe be::.ng enccurageC: to use ;;he -~omrnercia::. 
fl.:.gh:;r:. T!-,e US had ~·-·acuat:d 4,c>37 {2, 71~ US) 
re.::'u,;cus by this da;;e (see append.:.x) • 

.'l.ubassador Bennett rejected a request from 
the Dominican Air For8e Chief of Staff for US 
assistance in garrisoning Santia3o Air~ield 
against possible disturbances. This did not mean, 
however,' that the US "Nas not will":tg to take mili­
tary action if required. Comrnent~ng on the mortar 
fire near General Pal~er 1 s headquarters on 9 May, 
Ambassador Bennett requested permission to move 
the northeastern boundary of the ISZ (north of · · 
Avenida Bolivar) one block eastward, i.e., to coin­
cide with Calle Rosa Duarte. This move, approved 
by General Pa .. t.me:- and informally and pr"ivately by 
Secretary Mora, 1-1ou:d also provide added protection 
for the US and French Embassies. The State Depart­
ment referred the req·..test to the OAS Comrnittee 
(which was preparing to returr, to Santo Domingo) 
asking that the Comoittee obtain agreement from 
the ~ominican factions. State also told USCOMDOM­
REP that it preferred not to -;;ake unilateral action 
unless the Comrnittee delayed unre~sonably. Mean­
while, the JCS directed CINCLANT t::> prepare plans 
for the capture of the Constitutionalist stronghold 
in Santo Domingo. 

" 
(~-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo :577 to State, 

1023152 May 65, JCS r.r 53906. (Z-LDIDIS-Gp 2;- Mag, 
S~~to Domingo 1565 tc State, 1017:5z May 65, JCS IN 
53360. (~ Msg, State to CJTP 120, 110240Z May 65, 
JCS Dr 53938. (~-Gp 4) Msg, JCS :768 to CINCLANT, 
lOl841Z May 65. 

The President's Special Ambas3ador, John Martin, 
subm~tted a le~gthy a.:;sessrnent Jf the Domin~can 
situat:::.cn as it entered a "politico-propaganda"· phase! ", . 
a struggle between the rival Con;~itutionalist and GNR .;~Y 
11 governments 11 for pop·.llar support. Martin adr.1itted .... __ ,,.~'-'~ 
that it was 11 v_irtually ~ossible" to assess the Con-_ ~jd { 
stitut:..onalist position;LJ.; · 1 ·-: ':--

t J 
;JJ Q·~h~r l•rell-inf;lrr:!ed S:)urces, however, L.,...---"" 

:roe;o:..""tted that t.~. .. e: Con3-=ituti.Jr.ali;;ts ~·re:'e cor~fiden.t of 
·r:!.(:-cor;·. 1-lha <;e~·P.r tl::ir expec ta ~ : .. ons, -::;he Constitu­
tional:_.:; ts held the ::: :-opaganda i::.:. t ia t i ve, principally 
·;:-,rougl: aadio Santo J:Jmingo, .;.nd "the i;r.portance of 
-~his :::s.r.not be overst~ted, 11 ;~artir .. added. They had 
·Jrgan:..zed large demonstrations i:1 the cen:er of tl:e 
~ity and were successfully linkL::; "consti tutionali -::r" 
·-rith jobs and fc-od :::.r. the minos ):' the ' .. mifor:.!ed masses. 
""'e·o~'< arc. ··•or;--·nc- -J con--·''da-, ooli-~--~1 :-osi-1-:m ~·, ---~ .... N r.- ~ "' ~V-- "'t,; _ .,_..,....,._ .'"' "' 

as c:· .. 3.G~ion of ;nasS<'=3 agai..""!s-:; US nilitary--San Isid:-o 
:r.i:..its.:::o:·-- ·1pperclass and :ni.::cle-class _;:y:ern;nent. .~:1c 
---_,...,, ... -"or.a'-l•r "'he•r 're a·1e·>c· o' "'~'P. i·~ ~"'-'S "rODa"'·•·-d= ......... '-l."",;;..:.l '-'- • ...J ~ J '"' ... - • .... - ....... ~ -~ l.o.&. ... _ ::" .- o"'"'•.l. -

~~ o:. i -c ::..c.:..l ~1ar. " 

:.;.6 
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:.~a:"t:l.r. aOn::.::;ted that ~: .!':.3.ci :·;een i."":1::).)CS~_tle 

t.: :',~~:. .. ~..:.i: .3. 11 ::--·.~l~:t 1: :--::?..C-s:.: ;-,: ::--.:: _ ::-:l~:i~c.: ._;r'J' .. lp, '~ 
·::.·..:-: ~::2 :"'.i.·.r-2-i':la:?"~ber ::i\R did )!:'.Yii·::~ ::.:1 "=';".~:t~:' to 
c.Ju..""lcer the Gonsi:itu-:ionalis:: go1ernmen't and did 
divorce the US fro::! t~1e "odiJus 3;:.n Isi::J::-a old 
~ene.:-a.2. group.'' The GNR had &. t: 1.::. ic ;·tea:rr: es r: .· hoN­
·:ve!": .:.0 ~·!S.3 o;:,e:- .. to :o::.st:.t·J.t:!.o~:: .. llst :~:a:r-se!i of 
· .... -- ·- ,.,.. .,.h..., 1'...., a ··1- a · · _ ... ~e:· .. la-s · ,-·-= 1 ,,.~;:_;1::; :... .. .;.o ....... e.. .e c.~ .... n ry CJ;:.,..~.nt;; .... .:J-c .;:; c~·\ _.J.. m 

.t;ove::-.::.:ent with a :n::;.litai"'; stron?;-man overlay. 11 'I'o 
coun"er the GNR's political '!Uln:::-ab111ty, Martin 
and 3ennett were assi3ting in th: deportation of 
sooe of the "old" ger:arals, ir,cl·-'oing General ~Iessin, 
( schedt:led to leave o~1 H: :1a:r), ·,v-no had become to 
the masses the symbol of militar:r ·Jppressio:'l. 

·rhe GNR 1s basic :;>olitical p:-oblem remained, 
however. The revolt against Reid was "almost surely" 
an attempt by PRD lea-jers and ot;'lers to reverse the 
coup against Bosch. 3oach 1 s ideas of social and 
economic justice had ~erminatad slowly and had later 
mobilized the "latent and legitimate revolutional:"'J 
aspirations" of the D0minicans, )e.rticularly 
Dominican youth. The Cons~1"ut1,~al1sts had in­
herited these revolutionaFJ aspi::'c.tions. The GNR 
might meet this probl~m by 1nst1~ut1ng :e:orms and 
by divorcing itself f~om discredited politicians 
and generalS. 

r1artin· outlined 3everal cou:1 ses of action the 
US mi.;l:t follow, bu:; ~1ecoilll:lenced "for t!le short run" 
that tt.e US give all-.,ut support short of rec::>gn1t1on 
to the GNR, wait~g f)r new fi~es free of Communist 
domination but capabl·a of mobili::::!.ng the "peoples 
asp:!.r~ tiona" to emerg·3 on the political landscape. I.; 
the i::1terim period, t:1e US should try to add other 
non-Conmunist eleme~ts to "he GNR (should Ca~~ano BUr­
~endero, ~lartin recommended that ~he US recognize the 
GNR quickly, after getting from it any desired commit-
ments.) · 

.\12-rtin admitted ~hat al t::ou:;!: the IAF cloak 
helped the US public image g::oe:at:;_".-, the US should re­
move its troops with!:-:. the ne:r.t .3lx.mom:hs or leas. 
F'llr'thar, the US shoulj avoid ~ f'.lll-scale military· 
occupation, even unde~1 OAS auspi~ES, "unless :lathing 
else car: prevent Col!llllunist takeover." Hartin con­
cluded that a US pol1'i:1cal presence •.vould be required 
in the Dominican Repu . .::>l1c long after it_s military 
f'.:~rce.:i ceparted. "La:.'lding our t::-oops prevented country 
f'rom jisintegrat ing. t 1tall;r. Bu~ troops can cuild 
:-1 Jthi::a_ :;>oliticc..:.ly a~1d process :-f disi:1~egratio:1 has 
gor.e 3C far that th:.s coun"r:r canr.ot alone reorganize 
i~s c:'fairs for a lonJ; time lvithout vigorous assist­
a:'lce. '' 

(/(} 1-lsg, Santo DJmingo 1558 to Sta-ce, 1005202 
r-'lay 6:5, JCS m 52922. 

-- •1~>p'y ~J::e c-,-e D,-a-~tm'r:~ dir_,~:·ca· ~-.'le US -~·· •-- I !,..;. ..... v--ll • ... :::;..., '•·'-' _ .... .J.._ u.., 

:::::-.ca.:; :y to adopt a r:o.51f1ed vers.i.cn of 11art1r..' s 
a:.~e;g•a=.t::.or:.: ex·;::..ore ;he possibL.:.vy of es'tablish:.ng a 
::;<.::..J..;::.:.n regim; wh::..c: ''1oU:..d inc:::.·~de Caamaz:o .~:'ld pe:~­

:· . ..::;.:; ;:_;; :;ther ~.cn-Co.::;nuni::t :nember of i1is g:::-::.up 
a:.:.c~:r~c..·.:.:.a vv L~tert: .:.. .. '1d his ~ro-.1;. Th:= I)epc..:."tment 

GJ". - . 

- ·- ------·-- --·------ -·-·-- ----· ------------ --- _ _. _____ _ 
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hoped Chcre:~'r t:(~ :;pll.t l.'.l~ua:t~\1) '!t!,i t \;·· .\,J_;,·ll 

)Cl:'ti38.rlG f;._ .. ,·,y:: t::·~ ·~;:.:_~·:;~~LL~it.:..~· .• "? '1:--! ;;t~!' :~L~·;~ 
: . .)'.'l':l".:"d ~:3I~-~-l.~::3h:.f~;_'; :;_ ~:"::·.r~=:.;._"'-;"':tl ... ~>J'.':2!:"':::i1.;:Jt: +:~:O.t 
:nig!:·c g::"s..c·lally con..;c2.1date i:3 cont:r0l ove~ -che 
entire countr:r, with oroad ;J·:Jpula:~ su;Jport. Even 
:!.f Caawano could no~ be won y:er, US officials 
sh~uld ~-!\-.~r!·: f.Jr a p::"cvisio:lal coa:..ition gJ':·err:ment 
that co1.tld "return ::~-ie cou..'1tt-.. t"J :1ormalc-y and 
even t·c!ally, under OAS supervisio:1, guide ':ountry 
to a non-communist constitutional gover:1lllent." 

(2-Gp l) t0:s2;, State 949 to 3an~o I:·omi:lgc, 
10 Hay 65, JCS Til 54405. 

The GNR, as well as the US, continued to face 
the problem of Constitutionalist propaganda broad­
casts on Radio Santo ::Comin:;;:o. Be:mett reported that 
GNR Special Forces :•rere oreparin.~ to sabotage the 
station's transr.1:;.tters, 1'and we ]repose to agree." 
Secretary Rusk ruled that these ::.;;:erations, 'trhich 
would ce in violation of the c~se -fire, were nei thcr 1,-

1 to be prevented nor a.osisted. L.:... . .'__ . ('}"-..,., 

-,- General Palmer and Ambassadcii" 
Bennett recommende~nat all radio facilities in the 
country be placed under OA.S control. They were pre­
pared to place US facilities under such control; they 
believe~ they could persuade the GNR to do so if 
Caamano would also agree. 

(.ii'S') Mag, Santo Domingo 1567 to State, ::.Cl733Z 
!~ay 65, JCS IN 53366. (~-LDIDIS-Gp 1) Mag, State 
948 to Santo Domingo, 10 May 65 JCS IN 54020. (.'2) 
DOMREP Task Force Evaluations, ''status of JarrJ:Iing 
Operations (to 6:00 EDT, 10 May 55)" and "Rebel Prop­
aganda Jamming Operations - 10 Ma~r 65," dtd 1::. May 65. 
No other identification. (~-Gp 3) Mag, USCQ!.IDOMREP. 
to CINCLANT, 1104202 :.1ay 65, JCS Dl 54312. ~ I•!sg, 
Santo Domingo 1586 to State, 1102152 ~lay 65, JCS IN 
53942. 

On the diplomatic front the OAS MFM voted to 
continue its five-man committee ~o work out command 
arrangements for the IAF •t~ith co:nr.1anders. ·Jf assigned 
contingents. At the same tL~e, the Assistant Secre­
tary of Defense (ISA) directed us·::::or.moMRE? and CINC­
:::ANT to submit proposals r·=:;;ardLlg the unified 
~ommand organization, and t~e JC3 as~ig~ed the un­
~lassif:ed nickname ?::lESS AHZAD to operations-of 
:atln American cont:ngents of the IAF. 

(Z!l-ETI:S Cr..'LY-G'J 1) Mag, OSD (ISA) 1756 to 
J3COMD0r-1REP and c:u;c:_.".i'!T, :!.0:!.658.: :•lay 65. (f-Gp 4) 
xsg, JCS 1752 to C~lC:.ANT and us.:::?rcso, lOlbl8Z ;•lay 
65. (U) Dept of State BuEe-c::.:-. :.:I, 1353 (31 May 65), 
'r6 :jO • 

-+8 
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-~~~nsc-:~:~e v1ola·:ion3 1.7tcr:?-':1:3c·r.i .:-;·;.1:.-;! t· L·: .)l.'t'f' 

ct:os:·~ ~--~.' ~-11.~ ~::-(-~·: .~.Ju.~ .... ~ .. ::· ; ·_ -:·.·'11·~·: ~.-i'.:' .::.-: l·.ta~·.::::.;:-.­
:_':)nSi<"k:re::~ ~.-:3.~ C~'1e i~..::r.•t::f:.:H:. ~ .. :.••.; ..... acl~t :. ~~r:.~cter:i 
;r;ore &..:;t.;u.::."'~.itt: ~"~_iJor·:.:i:lg ra~r..r;r ~h~.n a ris~ in 

.violations. !none i~cident, a g:aup of 2) Con­
stitutionalists_. equi~ped ~.;1:!~ t . .;.::ooka~ !l5 ':te=-.1 - ---- -----­
;..s sc?..:.:.. a:"':n.~J, .::.-:-;tac:c:d tr.e 2~.st.::.:..~:1 :,Je:'!..~eter of 
thG :sz, Cu~ were re;~lsed. 

(Z) Msg, Sar:.to ·D~lllingo 1606 ::o ·st:;::;e, 1123302 
:.Jay 65, JCS IN 55589. {.8-Gp 2) N~g, Santo Domingo 
1644 tc State, 122315.:: Hay 65, J·~S IN 57633. 

'rhe OAS continue·j its effor·;~ to sa~~le the 
crisi.3. Ambassador !·1.lrtin and the Papal Nuncio· :net 
w~th Ca~~no and urged him to ne~otiate with ohe G~n. 
Caamanc agreed ':o con:>Ult his associates and :neet 
again ... ,ith the :~.rr.bass l.dor and the Nuncio late-:o in 
tne day. He cancelle~ the meeting, hoNever, .,!hen ha 
received a report tha-:; a group o:' GNR troops ::ad been 
allOI'I'ed to enter the \:onstitutiona2.ist zone t~rough 
US l::.nes and, allegedly in coope:-ation •,o~ith GS forces, 
had shot up a restaurant. The Constitutionalista··alsu 
complained that uS tr~ops east of the Ozama River were 
shooting unarmed civilians on the co~ks. The latter 
allegation was at once relayed to Gener~l Palmer, who 
began an investigation and reaffirmed his standing~ 
order:; to US troops not to fire unless fired ;,;.pon •. 
Caamano finally info~Jed the Papal Nuncio tha~ he 
would talk with the OAS Commission the next day. 

•:8"'-Gp 2) Mag, Sa::-.to Dom:.ngo 1602 to State, 
::.~193•)2; 11ay 65, JCS I! I 55144. (~ !1sg, Santo Domingo 
::.612 ";c Stlite, 1201;.9:! May 65, JCS IN 55645. 

Reporting on the incident that led to cance1latior. 
of the Caamano !1eetint:, the Er.tbas:sy acm1tted ";hat. there 
"apparently" •.~as sorr,e shooting at a restaurant near·· 
C·~nst::.tuticnalist headquarters l'l'hen the GNR relievec 
!.ts National Palace guard. The Embassy explained __ . 
that a fcrce of 300 GNR soldiers, acc~rnpanied by_al.:l.c..,.,:...,:c· 
Engl::.sh-speaking guide, talked their way through a:· _, ... · 
D'S cr~ec'.<point to reli"e the guard ::Lt the Palace, which 
•.·!uS !:',eld by the mTR a: tho•.1gh located in the Const1tu- : 
tiona:i~t zone. The relieved troops were returning b~· 
t:he same route when the shooting occurred. 

-., 
• -·-v 

'~ ~ • ~' ' 1s.. ·• ar. t ·1'0 -up c.. i ••• .c. , ..:. .:. 0 
-::::, .res w s05oE. 

J:'omingo 1626 t;J State, 121140: 

':'h.a Emb0ssy also reiterat:d t:.ei::- :.c i·Iay recom­
J::en::!a ;;i,J:1 that US fO!'( es move the ·:ounda::-y .:>f the !SZ 
::-i:e b::>cn: eaztwa~d. :.~ne state D~r: ~rtmer:.t. :r.od::..!'ieO 
..... .,,,. ·~~, .. ic•·~ ~-,is'o~ an"'··~-, -·.,.,ed ~-.• ,. t·~ OAS 
_, ----- ;-·-- ... -- ~.:. ,.,::~,.;_ .L. ... , 1._ • u.' c.;.c.-.... {... .. .;.;;! v ---

~ -:-::::a.:.·;~ t.:: ~ s:-.oult~ f' i.:;t s~: move- th-: C. c. ..:.nCary ::.:1C t~er: 
·:..-:-·.-:: .::-t:;."i".ce 1 'C to t---~ t·.IJ':·, D-::)m:i :1ic ~n !2' ·1.rwt !eo :=.:1 ::.~-- ac:cor.-.­
;:ished fact. ~ith =~)art~e~~~l a_;proval, tn~~cf~~:, 

'II 
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l·: · :: .. ):' :-.. _· . ... ~:::c':·~:~-
::J..:o:]' ~-.:.>2:·=-.:.· ~·::)~':. .. ·~·:-.. ~ 2re~J,::: :~J~:.J .. !iG;J.(~c:: .. ~.r. 
1:iash:.:-:;:...:;~ .st::.pp;;:-ted :l~e enl:lre;ement l)f the IS:L:. 

_ .-.::1- I -'! C J .;):-' • • ...... • 1".._.. ~-- •• ., ." ·~ u va. ...,~..:;::, ..:.. ..... : 1 :;)....., 
''l' ··-'s·T ~.~to ")~~·no- 707 ·-"' ·o<-~-~ '""'71-..., 

;f;a.y OJ, .;CS IN J5040. ; l•:s;, ,,·cate 958 to .:;,anto 
:Jom.i:·1~c, 112003Z May 65. (.lir-Cp 2: Msg, Santo 
Domingo 1608 to State, 112355Z, JCS IN 55704. 

\ [ 
I 

I 
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) 

(Z'-Gp 3) 11s:;, l"S;;or.mo:-1P.E.C t•' CINCLANT, 110450Z 
l~ay 65, JCS IN 54342. (-8'-Gp 4) I1sg, CINCLANT. to JCS, 
1112532 May 65, JCS m 54629. 

'JSCOMDOMREP also reques-;ed :J.cditional Military 
:;.)li.::-'!, Quartermaster, Finance c~·::o:;:s, and r.:aintenanq:; 
and s·.;..::t"ort :.rnits of ;he 82d Airjcrne Division deleted 
~rom ~~e initial deploymen'; plan3. 

·" -.. · ) " .. "'·- .,, -c·'""o"""'""' ~ ~r:'~ ,.,.,.r "-T r- -Vt~ ~ ··~5 01 r .. · ..... ~,~ ... ~ l'J-... .:." .. ~ ..... - .,Q v ~vr ... n . .!.li1...', , 

e-;; a2.., 1104062 ::ay 6;, JCS ::; 55l4S. :-t'!-Gp L) Zsg_ 
USCOi-o"C:.:RE? to G::NCAILANT, e·c al., 1104•J3Z l•iay 65, 
JC5 r:; 56898. -- -

_50 ..., ·;; ... T"'- -· 
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! 

Constitutionalist spokesman, in discussions 
with OhS representatives, asked for a corridor 
across the LOC to transport their military forces. 
When this suggestion ·,ras transmitted to Ambassador 
Bennett and General Palmer, ooth demurred, ?oint­
ing out that GNR forces were not permitted to use 
the LOC. 

:.'1eanwhile the OA.S Committee :.greed to the 
extension of the no~theastern bo·~dary of the 
ISZ (between Avenida 3olivar &.nd r,·;enida Francia) 
to Calie Rosa turate. caa~ano, advised o~ this 
decision, raised no objection. The 4th MEB, 
·t~hich was guarding this part of the boundary, 
made the move between 1600 and 1630. 

US forces in the Dominican Republic were 
strengthened as the additional :-:ilitary Police, 
Quartermaster, and FL~ance units, and remaining 
elements of the 82d Airborne Divisipn, requested 
by USCC~IDOMREP on 11 ~ay, began landing L~ Santo 
Domingo. 

(¥-LIMDIS-Gp 2) ,\lsg, Santo Domingo 1662 to 
State, l3o639Z f-lay 65, JCS IN 57862. (t;.) !1sg, 
Sante Domin$o 1639 -:;: State, l22045Z i'Iay 65, JCS 
IN 57010. l-8"-Gp 2) Y:sg, Santo DonL~go 1644 to 
State, 122315Z Nay 65, JCS DJ 57633. (Z-Gp 3) 
Yrs;;, :JSCOMDOMREP/CTJ' 120 to C::NCL~!T, 1306502 May 
65, JCS m 58107. (6-Gp 3) Msg, C~ANT to AIG 
?30, 130210Z May 65, JCS D! 57615. !~) C 
I ~ 

l 09' 

(4J 

A:.:":er consideri::-.;; the re<:omrr. ):Cdations o:' USCOM­
rcl•!Ri::? and CINCLANT, -che Stat'~ a•1,j refense :>e;;>art­
:::e!"lts :..::.sued a _pin: ~?olicy 6irec·~ive on the IAF. 1'he 
r-e~artr:~ents war.:::d ~:.e IAF es~ablished by the com­
,r,ander:> of the variot:.s national units in the DomL"lican 
Re::~utli.::. ~-t least three co'.ll1trLJs ( includir.g Brazil) 
should sign the original agre<~men·:. Tl:e agreement 
should ryrescribe the structur-~ and comrr.and arrange­
:::e:-.t~ J:· the fo~·:e 3.r:.d desig:-:.lte :he ccmmande:- and 
ce;JUty, one of ~~-'lorn ~houlc be a u·3 offi.::er. State 
and ~e:!nse did ~ot consicer it d~siratle for the 
"C."S t~, :i.:noi:: t 2. ·Jro1 :.3 ional :.4.? c ~r..manc' er uni:ia terally. 
·:'he ~taff \•:oulc -:ons:.st of ::-e)res~ntatives ci' each 
r.atio:-; ;:ontribt;.:i::e ::·orces. -)ne :~.ember of t::-.3 sta:'f 
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should as a full-':::LT.e liai~':',_ off~cer ·.1::.th tr.~ OAS 
Sorrni:::-=e. :'~e C8~;:a::·~e:' ~·.1--:f!_~lC: he.~::= 'J-:::;e:-.::tic:-:al 
cont· .• ,-,:;_ c•·e, .,"tl .,1 ~~ 'nts or'' ~;..~ -:-r-00' an-a· ··10U.L- -- be 

.. '.J • ... ""' ,.. _...._ -~·'-' v .. ~... _ra4. , .....,. 

autho~izej to issue o~ders to all components; other­
>'lise, command ;1ould remain vested in each national 
commander. Provision should ~e nade in the agree­
nent ~·cr c::msultaticn between the IAF and tl".e OAS 
Co!':"mi:;tee. 

If possible, conland and logistics arrangements 
for the Latin Americaa contingen-:: should be worked 
out in advance, but the important thing was that they 
should arrive as soon a-s possible. Until all Latin 
A.-nericar,· units had ar:•ived, tree US Ambassador, in 
consultation with comnanders cf arriving contingents 
and with the OAS Committee, sJ::oulc work out c:ordi­
nating arrangements with USCO~OMFLP. ~he P~basaador 
and USCOMDGr1REP were directed to prepare a draft 
document along these lines and submit it to Washington. 

(Z) Mag, State Circ 2211 to Santo Domingo, 12 
May 65, JCS IN 58114. 

The US was also )reparing to support, in part, 
the Latin American contingents in the Dominican 
Republic. The JCS Lo-:;ified CINCLANT that some Latin 
American contingents -:;o be de:::;lo:red to the Dominican 
Republic would requ~e additional equipment, and 
asked CINCLANT to recommend, after coordination with 
USCINCSO, methods of meeting these requirements. 

(~Gp 4) l-tsg, JC3 1956 to cn;CLANT, 1220462 May 65. 

:oieanwh1le, US hopes of rest.:>r·ing the Dominican 
economy suffered a setback when few workers reported 
for duty. The Embass:r also repo:•ted food riots in the 
city and the illegal seizure of foodstuffs. In an 
effort to shore up the economy, the US agreed to con­
tinue furnishing AID ~·unds to defray the costs of 
essential government Jervices. ~ther, a joint State/ 
Defense message requested US officials to submit a plan 
for reeum1ng normal 1:,dustrial operations in the 
northern part of the ~ity. · 

(-e'-Gp 3) as~, Santo Domir"'o l656 to State, 13033iJZ 
:-:a~' 65, JCS IN :oc02. {¥-Gp 2) i•Is;:;, Santo Domingo 1644 
·:o S-cate, JCS ~ 57633. (Q'-Gp 3) :1s~, State 992 to 
Santo Domingo, 12 Mny 65, JCS IN :7912. {~-Gp 2) Mag, 
Santo Domingo 1626 to State, 12llLOz i·lay o5, JCS IN -
56508. (-a') Msg, St<:.te 979 to Santo Domingo, 121757Z 
;o1ay 65, JCS IN 56890. 

~E turning f::-om c :msul ;:;a ~:.on.> in ·.·!ash:!.r:gton, the 
•:AS -.:;:)l~l!lission orocee.jed 'tlith it3 search for a so1u'::ion 
-co t::-.-:: crisis. · :The 2mbassy :oeporced tha-:: Special 
-~~-::bass:;:.cor :·'Jart:!.:--. sus:;encled :'l.is ~~E.,;otiat:!.or. activ:!.ties 
"to .-;ive full scope -co OAS effor-c&.") :::omm::.ssion 

52 

- -------- ---- --- -· ------------ -----



?8P :3Ee::e7 

13 :-lay Ss 

- ---~---

·~- .... ~...._,-,.. ..... ,.;~ . -

::".e::~ber::: met \'lith bo::;-, f3.ctior:;. :.-nbert ::.:,;reed t,~ 
:.ec;:;:::.r.:. c--=, ';·_:"': :-r~:"'u::.·=.i ~.J :J.c·~c~1"': ·--~~e 1·_-~~_:. cor.-
stitu:~a~ aJ a preco~ditio~. Caa~an~ at firot 
agreed to c;alks •,!it~ Ir.lbert, but postponed them 
in favor of a pre-negotiation meeting of advisors 
and assistants. The Embassy believed this 
•:acil:i.<:.tion i:.d:.catet, perha:;os, :::e.alnano 1 s lacJ< of-­
independence. ':'hey :::aw s ignes t:-,at Caarnano was 
~:ave:::-ing and that the other Constitutionalists 
feared to "let him out of their sight." The Embassy 
reported that it would try to split Caamano from 
the extremist element·s in his group. 

()5-LIMDIS-Gp 2) l1sg, Santo Domingo 1663 to 
State, l31130Z May 65, JCS IN 58229. (~-Gp 3) Msg, 
Santo Domin~o 1625 to State, 120630Z May 65, JCS 
IN 56042. {jr-Gp 2) ~sg, Santo Domingo 1662 to State, 
130639Z May 65, JCS IN 57862. 

[Presumably, a high level US decision was made 
to seek an alternative approach to the Dominican 
crisis, based upon ~reation of a broadly-based 
civilian-dominated government of national concord 
excluding extremes of right and left and built around 
a figure acceptable to Juan Bosch.] For this purpose, 
an American agent conferred with 3osch and his close 
friend, Jaime Benitez, Chancellor of the University 

The American a~ent vras identified a_g Irving 
Davidson, a Latin American Lobbyest. (Jr-EXDIS) 
Kennedy M. Crockett, ~1emo for the Record, "Contact 
with Dr. Joaquin Balaguer, II 15 May 65, CJCS rues~ 

of Puerto Rico. Bosch agreed that active Communists 
and Trujillistas presented a problem for democratic 
government in the Dominican Republic and that active 
measures, including deportation or exile should be~­
taken against them by a Constitutionalist government. 
Identification of such persons would be effected by ·· 
mutual consultation (presumably between the US·and 
Dominican Government j • . 

. 
Text is in (~-EXDIS-Gp l) 1·1sg, Stat'e 11:53 to 

Santo Domingo, 20 May 65, JCS IN 70684. 

.C..t c:;.30 troops from t!'le 82d Airbc::-ne Division cleared 
~ ·:)u!l~ine; from ''lhior_ Constitutio:J.alist snip~rs had 
been persistantly firing on US personnel guarding the 
Santo Domingo power ;lant and nearby areas. -Jeneral 
Palmer reported ~he ::.ncident ~o CINCLANT, assertL~g 
that his troops had tehaved correctly, and that it 
•.1as in their terms of referec~e t.) go outside the 
perime~er of the LOC if necessary to eradicate eneffiy 
~ire. ~e noted that the power ~l~nt had been ir. US 
ha~ce 3ince us troo~~ arrivec ar.c under the terms cf 
:;;1e ·:e3.se-f!re ao:;reer..ent was recoJnized as w:!.th!n th~ 
I.OC t O;J."'ldary. 
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·~::e Co-:ls~it· . .ltion.=.lists ~·lsp·x!;eri P3.lmer 1 s claim 
-~..·~"=~r "'"-'--!:> ....... , ..... ~··-:::..,.., ...... - "=~ ...... - ··:a~ :f.~-::_.-_, ·_:.~r-.,4 ·: __ ;--: r-_,._,_.:"\ 11 e':1 r-,!-,_, .......... ~......, .... __ ,_ ---··"-- :-.:..-.1-· . - --· ···'- .. \.. ............ t.;,.,, 

z .... r:e. 11 :::s ~~tate :=e~:;.r•:mc:~~ ~:1:--·::."'~eCI .~·.::lba::;se_Coy-
"un'c"r -:-'·--'":It" "+-l•e 111 "'1,-h~s,.. ::::.-,-~~o-.-4 - ... !' '"a~ ........... ea .... ,., con-__, ~- ..~.~~....... ... • ~ .. 0"'"'- .... --.4.1.,...1. .. .:. ............. • •• ...., r::,... !o.l-'-.:· 
cerned o:: this contention and ~:a:1ted the .-\mbassador 
to co:1tact the o:.s Co::unitt·~e irmneC:iatelv to emDha­
size :;!-:at the us expected the ceas_e-fire agreeme:tt 
be f;.llly observed. 

(.e-:Gp 4) Hsg, USCOMDOMREP to CTIICLANT, et al., 
132000Z l~ay 65, JCS DL60389. (.Z-Gp 3) Nsg, State 
1004 to. Santo Domir.go, 13 May 65, JCS IN 58671. 

Cease-fire viola-.;ions contim:ed in Santo !:'omingo. 
In once incident, two US A::'III~r per:;:onnel strayed into 
Constitutionalist territo~; in a truck and were 
fatally wounded. 

GNR forces, on t:'le other hanc, committed a 
serious violation whe::'l five P-5l's of the Dominican 
Air Force launched a strafing and rockec attack on 
the main studio and t~ansmitter of Radio Santo 
Domin¢o, near the wescern end of the LOC, at 1400. 
US forces, believing themselves ur.der attack, brought 
down one plane by anti-aircraft fire. US officials 
had no foreknowledge of the attack, and Ambassador 
Bennett protested the violation t;O the OAS. The Chlef 
of Staff of the GNR Air Force, General de los Santos, 
assured US officials that no more air operations would 
be conducted. 

The claim by par~iclpat!ng pilots that they 
infli~ted "heavy damase" was vie,'led with skepticism 
by General Palmer, who inspected the target areas 
from ar. observation p::>st on the LGC. HO'I'/ever, Radio 
Santo ~omingo went off the air at the time of the 
and had not come back on the air as of midni~~t. 

~-Gp 3) Hsg, Sa:-tto Dom::.r.go 1674 to State, 
1321452 May 65, JCS r:r 58866. (~ i··lsg, Gen. Palmer 
to C:CJC~ANT, 1401272 Y.ay 65, JCS IN 59155. (2:-Gp 3) 
Hsg, 3anto Domingo 1690 to State, 1405302 May 65, JCS 

·IN 59611. (..8'-Gp 2) Hsg, Santo Domingo 1697 to State, 
1411302 4•1ay 65, JCS I:'! 59892. . 

~~e problem of Constitutlonalist propaganda 1 

attac:-cs, cease-fire vlolations, and conditions in the 
:1ortl".<!rn sector of :::a:::to Domi:::go c:::ntinued to trouble 
J'S plar.r.ers. Cor:cern-:d ave:- :l:e ;ossib:.e effects of 
t:1.e infla."1111latory anC: -,irulent atts.cks enanating from 
tl".e Radio Santo Iom:.:: ;o, General ?almer suggested 
wlden:i.ng the LOC to s,ITze the Constitut::.onalist-held 
facility. Eis 3ugges·;ion was disa:?proved by Admlral 
McDonald, Acting Chai~an, Joint Chiefs of Staff. The 
JCS, however, directed CINCLANT to prepare a plan, 
i::cl'..ldi::g an ap!)rO:?riate cover story, for sabotaginG 
t;l':e Cor.st:itutionalist :neciwn-";ave transr;1itters in tr.e 
area nc~tli of the LOC, asswn!r.g chat the OAS :'ailed 
t;O ne'..ltralize Racio Santo Domingo by political means. 

JC3 ;-""p ··2 
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'-'S officials or. -:he scene corc~inue:l ';;o be 
occupied with ConstiC:".ttionalist activities during 
the cease-fire. ClliC:::.ANT informed the Chairman, Join-: 
Chiefs of Starr, that he agreed '.•rith ·special Ambassador 

·Martin that "tying our hand nili-:arily likely. to harm 
GNR while at the sarae time not Oi'1ly uplif';;ing rebel 
morale but also providin~ them with opportunity to con­
solidate their streng~h. The net effe:t he deduced 
from tr,is was "an everincreasing ceterioration of tl1e 
military situation with. no ready political solution i::1 
sight." CINCLANT considered time •norking against USj 
"we are bound to suffer additional casualties and become 
involved in unpleasant incidents." Therefore, he recom­
mended that the US: 1) wire the LOC and designate a 
specific cross -over point where local police could • 
"reco191ize lmowr. Communists, rebels, criminals, etc", 
and 2) capture the Peynado bridge, remove the Consti­
tutionalist roadblock south of A--1enida Teradentes, and 
establish a linkup with the prese:-:.t LOC. cn:cLA<'J'l' be­
lieved that such actions could be justified because of 
continued violation of the cease-fire and the need c;o 
ensure free access to the ci~y no~th of the Rio Isabella. 
He directed USCOHDm1REP to comment on the proposal and 
prepare plans for the operation. 

($-Gp 4) !-lsg, CL'l'CLANT to CJCS and USCOHDOMREP, 
1316222 May 65, JCS I:~ 585613, CJCS files. . 

The three proble~s of radio p~opaganda, cease-fire 
violations, and resum?tions of normal industrial ope~­
ations in the norther::1 part af SJ.r:to Domingo were all 
addressed in a join-: .State/Defense contingency plan 
prepared in Santo Domingo in a.ns·.-1er to a request from 
HashL~gton of 12 May. The planners presented in great 
detail the economic justificatio::'ls for US action, 
noting that the area around Aven".te Maximo Gomez was ';he 
L"1dustrial heart of t;"le na1:ion. ·:'hey then recommended 
that the US seek the OAS Commission's approval for ~he 
operation, which would first extend the LOC to include 
the area around ~adi: Santo ~omi~~o and then ~urther! 
extend the ISZ to estaoilsn a Il::1e of departure for 
ouerations to the north to secure the industrial com­
:?iexes. The plan a:.so L'1cluded t:.e capture of the 
Peynado bridge, 'Vhus isolatinG t;,.; city and cutting ";;he 
Gonstitutionalists 1 line of ·communication to the 
countr;;side. The planners noted -:hat t~e l{ey to the 
operat~_on, and the area of heaviest resistance, would 
be Radio Santo ~omingo. They admitted t~at the 
political consequences of ';;hese actions •nere ::.argely 
L~calcu:able. :-:hether or :1ot the :;:>lan should be un­
ilate~a~ly implemen-:ed wit~o~~ t~e approval o~ the JAS 
Commiss!on was a ma1;ter for decis:.on in ~vashington. 

-. 
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In response to tDe Statc De)artment request of 

12 r1ay, General Palner and llmbassador Bennett sub­
m~tted t~ the :Cepar~rr.ent a draft proclamation estab­
lishing the IAF. It called for a Special Co~mittee 
of the CAS :•!PM to a:;>p~int the co:mnander and deputy 
commander, v1ho Noulc be supported by a staff and wo;,.tld 
exercise operational control over the troops assigned 
to the IAF. 

(..8') i'Jsg, Santo !:·omingo 1685 :o State, 1403002 
:.tay 65, JCS I:J 59588. 

-----------------------
A:; directed by the JC3 on 12 ::ay, CINCLANT recJrr.­

~ended procedure3 for logistic support of IAF (PRESS 
AHEA:C) forces. Contingent u:•:. ts ~hould deploy to the 
Dominican Republic at once and ha·•e ._equipment shortages 
filled after they a::-rived. If, ho•:rever, the items 
involved \'/ere es:;en-::ial to t!:e mi;;sion, the units s:1ould 
dela:t Ce?l0:,r-r..er~t un::!l Cel:..·..-~::,:~ 'J~ th·:~ it:~r.ts in the ~ 
Dominican :l.epub::.ic -·!?.S assur~-ed. LTS Service counter:;>al·ts 
-.~ould initiate actior_ tCJ fill shc':'ta;;es. 

Tn:~ 
uv ... 

~-Gp 3~ 
IX 58629. 

T;:e ::.;over!"".:::ents ·.)f C·Jsta ~:!.:o. and :-1o:1Curas for-

r ' _.; 

:7.all·/ J:'fcred co:l'ti~;.c;ents of 20 3.:1.:1 25C :~ .. en, :. .... e~pect:!.':(;::..:.r .· 
to t::e IA.F. 

--·-------·---

...,,....- ., .. 
c.es_ 



14 Nay 65 

·::::e .-i~:iific2.:1::: ;·ol::.t.t:_:-:.1 r.~·: .. ;_,,~·r::.-:1;: .. ,r t_)H: 

d:=.:.~ :·>~-,~:~:~-?-~ lr:. 7• .. :.~~:-.-:::> 2.i·~.) ··: .. ~:"-"' .;·.:::-.:: ·~c..::::·:, 
co~·1t:!..n1.; . .in~~ ·.:!Oll'J~l-.sa:;i.Jr.s ,_•rit~l c. ·:~ r''?fl!"t~sen~nt.:!..vt. .. : 
agreed: l) to seel.: :·.-)rmer F2esijunt E3.lacuer 1 s 
support for a provisional :~o'rerr.:;",·c:' t; 2) to sup­
~art "'' s for:nPr ~lin' ~'-er o" '-ri"· 1 ~ttre ., ~ l "n~t~e .. "' :1...1... .~.. ..... 1. ~ ~ ... -""' - ·~o ...... ~ ..... ~, , ...,._ .......... u • 

1-... ~,...- ..... ~(., .-...1J 7 IT.:lr: ..... 1r ; ........ ~,"='iClent·· ..,,...,, ... -~} ....... ~ ... ,""1.1.:.~c 
···---'-'-•--~'"" ....... '-- ___ ._ ..;, ._ ..... -· ...,,_, ~--l-! __ _ 

~~et~e~ Ealaguer or c~e of i:i~ s~~~o~tc~s woul~ 
accept a cabinet post in the r,ew ~over-nmen t. 3os ch 
also agreed that the cabinet mi~1t include a person 
~~ho had a special appeal to the "San Isidro" mili­
tary forces. 

·rext in (~EXDI.3-Gp 1) ~;sg, State 1135 to 
Santo tomingo, 20 Nay 65, .JCS IN 70684. 

Constitutionalist forces made an ~nsuccessful attac~ 
on Imbert 1s troops !n the Trar.sportation Batt~lion 
Headquarters in the north•.1est part of t:1e city. Thirty­
two cease-fire violations were reported bet\'reen 1413002 
and 150100Z, but there were no US casualties. 

(Z-Gp 4) · Hsg, CD!CLANT to U3COMDO~ffiEP, 1518242 
~;: ~~4 .JcS IN 62778. (l6) ~CC O?SUM 113-65, 15 May 

Gonstitutionalist propaganda attacks over :l.adio 
Santo Dominfo remained a problem. The station, which 
had been si enced by G:l-ffi air attacks the p!'ev!ao.:s cay, 
returned to the air f~om 0845 to :245. It be~an broac-
casti.."lg again at 1500. C. · 

-, At 1700 the statior. 
this ~being !mocked om; by 

a;;ain went off the air, 
L7.zert 1 8 special forces. 

The JCS viere ala:> plar:niq; o:yerati::ms to destroy· 
Constitutionalist radio propaganda altogether. · At 
their request, USCOrtillOMREP sut:mi:ted a .;>lan for the 
destruction of Con~i;:;utionalist ~adio-.facilities by 
US Special Forces.LL ---- __ , ' ... 

. ' 

~ -----------------------------------------------
)~-?P 3) M~c, ~-cf 209~ ~c c_p_:cLAN!.;,_,I4~~L8z r·1a:z .--

65. 1;¥-,_.n-IDIS-"':/ 1, _r;sg, uC~ 2L.v to ·~~.CL""\T, 14lo2:J~ 
;r.ay 65. (Z-LI:·~IS-G_) 2) ~ise;, 1J3CC1IDOl-GEP to CD!CLJIJ-TT, 
142055::: 11ay 65, .;cs E 60751. (.c; r.Jsg, Santo Domingo 
1710 ·:::. State, l423~C2 ~lay 65, J.:Z lli 61327. 

-·· ;.CCitic::-. t:> ::~e!3e )2...:.:-s :"'::- lL11i·~eC :.::ti:)n b;r 
.O:_;ec.::..11 ?orces, ;_;s r:ilitar:,r •:.:m::u.:.ders .11so campletec 
a~1:i.;::: ;:n a ~lar-_ for r~ore amb::..ti.J:;.s ope:."'3.t:ior~.:. in 
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~~~..-i-='·.re··.;: ~:sc~;~·.:::c::~~' ~ ~---.:.a:-1 -.!-_-. l~ ::::..·l f')r :::p2:·:!.-::.cr!s 
:J.crt:h cf th-= LGC: asi-:-~d CI:!cs;.~.;-T ·:·.he th'3r i. t uc..s the 
;Jlan !1e •:1ish~d t::> i..'7lplemem;, :-.ow ::.or.g it would tal{e 
to begin operati::>ns after bei~G ~rdered to do so, and 
how mar.y Constitution~list c::>tlid be expec:ed to oppose 
1• ~-:r·r "IT r"-~1' er that -'''- o1 ~n· ··•ae "~=-n<>nallv -•.1• ...;__..,·-.o...J .. '1J.' '-'..i..J .J..-' I..J••'- .--a.l." ._. -.=.-~,;. __ ... 

a~ceptable," cou:d :,e implemer.ted irnmedia-cely, a:"ld 
\10uld probably be opposed b·· about 4,000 Constituti.:m­
alists. 

~ -Gp 4) · r•:sgs, J~S 2111 to c::-rCLANT, 1417183 r.:a:;r 
65 and CDJCLANT to JCS, 1420162 1·:ay 65, JCS IN 60870. 

Within the US Government, w::>rk continued on.com­
mand relations of the proposed IAF. The State Depa~t­
ment, having received the draft ~reclamation submitted 
the previous day by General ?almer and Ambassador 
Bennett, prepared a revised draft. This revision 
differed from the Bennett-Palmer recommendations in 
the following respects: 1) the commander and deputy 
commander were to be "designated ty commanders of 
national contingents" and approved by the Special Com­
mission; 2) the comma:1der and deputy commander should 
not be of the same :1ationality; ,,nd 3) the staff was 
to include ::-epresentatives of eac:-: member state con­
tributing forces, apportioned according. to the size of 
the contingent provided by each state. 

(.Z'-Gp 3) !4sg, State Circ 2225, 14 ;.:ay 6:;, JCS 
:m 61271. 

Cot".menting on ::he pro;>csed !·".7 Gontrnand al ... !"ange­
n:ents submitted by : • .m'::lassa~or Be:'1:-.ett anc General 
?a:;.mer on 9 f·lay, th·= JCS reco!Jlllenced to the Secreta:·::r 
of Defense that ev~r:r attempt sh:->t;ld be mace to 
structu::-e the fo::-ce along the fcllowing lines: 1) 
po:!.icy guicance should come fran: ':he 'JAS i·:Fl1, 2~ the 
IAF comr..ander should act a.s .J.C'.'iscr to the Special 
:JAS c.x'.lllission, and, if a :.atin :'.merican, should ha•:e 
~SCOi·iDm·!R.EP as his du;?uty; 3) t!1·; 2;oeci3.1 Comnission 
:::hou],c be f:.trnisll.e-1 3 mili taro~· l :!..:: is on ;roup of from 
+-·~re~ +-0 Se"e~ ffi"'mbe~-' 4) +--....,A ~'"'-•!!Ja-d·~ns I C"._~~r V • .&. C:: ·4 • ~• • - - ~, ...... '-' Jo·-• •' '-'- .,; Wc..o."--

.~·.1ould be c~mbi:1ed s~.3.ff o:a;:..r. :::~~ 3.lon; 8'.S ::nes; 
"3 .. :--:C: :5~ :::or..manr:ie!"s o:"' ~ow..b:L1ed eo:~:~: .. ;ncnt c:)JTJTI.E.!ldS 

~~auld be U3 office:":. (on· 1; J 1.t-:'.: :.he ·~.ss:.stant Se.:: 
:·e:"'/::~:-. tolC t~t ·:;;c:: t!1at tl1"::" ;:::.. vie!::s ~,rere con­
~1a-·e:·:..,.~c '::l""'~ n ... C ~·a,._ '::l"' """~C:li.~..,...;_~ll·· ---..c:!:Si"·1e" '·:C'"" ....... --- _,,\..• ,:; •. :_ .... _.;.. ;;,J~' •_,..:,.: __ ~- ;.···'- ... _ .. -'-' 

::...::""''l"""""~c· ;,.... !"''o.- ..... - .. ~ .... --,~' _t...: •. _ .. V<;; -·~ ~ .. ""0-''-'~-'-'-'-'· o:l•J 

(Z'-Gp 3) JC.SN-363-65 to .:ec::::\=£', "Comma:-:c .Struc';u::-e 
for Doninic:m ?.epubli: - U;1i£':ed Command C>r;anization 
( .,, " 'L ,,-a,. 65 do··< r d ~'~ ~ 1 '~'~ c<\ ,.~ • .- 2'::":;8/12-3 u;, _ .. l,; , ....... -\e ...... a ... ~- ... r ... ·_, 1 u .... ..; ...~....~ , 
-o- .... ,.' 11 ''"• <,· ""l" .~1~·· i' '-::"a ·~:::' 1~ Gp '') ~..__..!e ..;.~~.,.· 0 , .·.;;..J V_), UJ.J. ... :.: ..:::-. • .- \_; •"I Y 1-'_. j • ~- ...,. 

·~er.:o, .. .:D/ISA to CJCS, same 3~b~, 17 Jun 65, cncl t:> 
I'> a·- . . ls~ "jt: 0~ J~s nc<o:;S I· 2 " s~·me Sl•b i ~, Tu·' ;:;= I;IIIJ- _ _. ··. ..... ··~·· ..:.. ...., C...;..; I• -_;; ~I """..,, .::::._ <.J •• ._.,..., 
-"'·-, -.- .. ,.-. Ll (-:o .. ~.- 6-' 

..... •1 ... ' ....... _o. • ...) J.·.::...:.~r '), • 

.. -···-·---·- ·-- . -- --· . 
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.\.f:i.·~!".i.~:.r. i_,'\.7 C0r!t:~!1f;C~.1t!':. .:.':·:-·: ,J ;._ i~: t' ~r:r~ed 
CI!·:CL.t..:··~, r...r.scn;c.so, ~3A, a:~r. ":::1e ~_-s .:er"Jic~ Chiefs 
~hat :;;:, _ s:tiJp1y acenr.i2s wo:.tld fi_:_::_ shortages 'llhen 
-::!.::'e·.~;:;~c :)~v J:S ~n :."ec;,ue!3t •:::~ CI::2:Iu~·:T. 

(Z-Gp 4) !1sg, .JCS 2144 :o CiiiCLAN'I', 
142104<: !1ay 65. 

et. ...,, - .::::..:. . , 

I'r.e first cont::.n.;ent of the ::.?, a 250-man 
:-ionduran force, consisting of a rifle compan,·, a 
:.tp pla'::oon, and a medical section, arrived in the 
Dominican Republic. In the absence of an agreed 
OAS document formally establishin~ the IAF and de­
fining cownand relationships, the Hondurans 
::-eported to the o.~.s Comrnission anc not to USCOMDOM­
REP. General Palmer, ·...rho had as.3UI:Jed r:sponsibility 
for perfo:::'llling housekeeping functions for the Latin 
.~erican contingents, bivouacked the Hondurans under 
canvas at San Isidro. 

(Z) Memo, Exec A:;st to CNO for Record, 00127-65, 
14 May 65. (,i'-Gp 4) :'lsg, USCOHDOI:IREP to CINCLANT '· 
142311Z :1ay 65, JCS TI 61580. 

Another force entered the political arei-.a \·:hen 
the UN Security Council called for a ztrict cease-fire 
in the Dominican Repu~lic. It also voted :.tnanL~ously 
to send a fact-findin.; mission to the scene. Ambassa­
dor Bennett reported that the UN action had already 
handicapped efforts to reach a political solution; 
Caamano and his ·associates, had t:::-eated the OAS Com­
mission v1ith arrogance and disrespect, stating that 
their struggle \'las against American forces and that 
they would negotiate only '."lith t!l.e US. As a counter 
to the UN action, Ambassador Ben~ett said he had 
pressed the OAS Commission withou~ success to demon­
strate its abili~y to handle the situation by taking 
such positive measu::'es as taking over radio stations, 
establ:shing arms collection poi~~s,.and trying to 
form a provisional government independent of the con­
tendinG factions. Adding his opinion to that of 
!,.~bass ad or 3ennett, ':3COl-!DCl·L'lliP =-·-~-oorted that in vieW! 
:;f t~e increased nur.-.b:r of cease-~'ire violations, it · 
·r1as "increasingl:r doubtful · .. :::ether OAS Commission can .. ,, 
:f:'ect:.vely carry out its :-ole. 

~LTIP.D:W) :!sg, 3anto Domin~:; 1710 to State, 
l42330Z :1ay 65, JCS TI 61327. (:J; l'iash ~, 15 May 
65, 1. (S-Gp 2) 1-lsg, Santo Domingo 1720 to State, 
15:!.140::; i1ay 65, JCS Dl 61807. K'-Gp 4) ~1sg, USCOM­
;:.:)[f.:'U:.?. to CINCL£!T; 142311::: :<iay 55, JCS Dl 6::.580. 

-~::·~ .::·::-'. forces :..J.un:!:-_ed ::t ::1:~-~o:- _-::~litar-~r :-.:'fensive t-~ 
-:::2.ea:- -:;,e C;:.nst::.c;ut::.cnalists :'ro:r. -che indus::rial areas 
r:o::-t:-.east of tl:e LOC. The report 3d purpose of the 
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'j:-si~.re: ':::: ')~en ~=---e ~.::.ctor·io~ '"'r. ~ .:..l.l0':! ;: :·1r:.: !lL11plc~ 
-::. ~::!t:,_:~:-: t"; ··.'::r;_. G-:-·:-:er:.::. :.-;-.be:.:-·., ·.<!:) ~: .. ·-~·.-·.:·:::::--:,~~ci 
:::-.;.e C:-~\'e .. :~tJ.C r:'.:.:ou·: ::,000 t·r·.:-~-:-~--:~ ::::c-1·.:,·:~:--;c ':h:=: 
~~uart~rr::a::: ~2r ar-ad T2'3.!1Sporto. t ior: 3.:trrac ks carr is ons 

1 
a batt::...l '!.on from Sa:-. 2ristobnl, O.!:d 250 t:::-oops sent 
·:):• G·:::1El'al '.·'es sir: fro::1. San Is idr::-. Onl ,, 700 CNR 
-::..'"'oops ~a-,: accicr-.. dur:.:-1~ t~1e ,:a~r, · ~owev:;~~ 3v n.igt-.·:­
fall, :::-,bert's forces had advancec east•;~a:-c c.bout siX 
":Jlocks to Avenida Maximo Gomez. 

(.a"-Gp 3) Hag, CDICLANT to USCOMDOMREP, 1523322 
~ay 65, JCS IN 62612. ~ NNcc· OPSU!<l 114-65, 17 May 
65, 1. {Z-T,DIDIS) lls~, Santo Domingo 1737 to State, 
1611192 May 65, JCS IX 63022. 

Ir. \·!ashington the JCS were also occuoiitfith 
problem of the northeastern industrial zone 

the 

~ - . 

I 
I , r.:J 
l...:.... ·--~~ 

(Z-Gp 3) JCSivl-372-65 to SecDef, "Establishment of 
a Ne'il Safety Zone and Reduction of Rebel Strong Points 
in Sant~ Domingo (U)," 15 Hay 65, deri•:ed from c,r-.op 3) 
JCS 2338/16, s~~e subj, 14 May 65, ~1F 9128.4 (14 May 65). 

The JCS continued to be concerned ·.~ith the problem 
of Constitutionalist !'adio propaganda. Notir:g that som~ 
Constitutionalist radio faciliti.;s had ·:1een destroyed, 
~hey asked CINCLANT t::J eva:i.uate -;l:e remaining Constitu­
tionalist broacice.stin,; capabilities and make recommen­
dations for siler:cir.g .~ transmi~~ion. At the same time 
General Palner reported that he i1ad acti·1ated jamming 
equipment in Santiago as directed by the JCS crt 14 May. 

(Z) :•Is"', USCO!IDOl~P .to ClliCLAN'l', l51817Z I1ay 65, 
JCS J:7 6254§. (~ -Gp l) i·':sg, JCS 2218 to CINCLANT, I 
1517152 Nay 65. 

~~ ·J:-r:;ani:.:aticn and GevelOj.J!':'.ent; 'Jf an IAF conti:1u~d ~ 
U3 o:'.:'!cials were at.l·.= to sol ·:e a:: intra-governmental 
T:~i.zttr.ders"t:anding over intende:: prccedures :'or select:.:1g 
~he L~ .. ~ commanders. .\mbassador Bennett, cn:c::.A.~, and 
USCQl.CC:.:REP objectee ·;o the i4 :1ay State Depa::>tment 
draft plan, which the:r understood called :'or election 
of th-= commander and .jeputy commander by the :;ational 
oor.t:..~,;:_:ent commanders. ·l'he Stat.: L'epartment ~'eplied ·:h.3.t 
e2.ecc;i:::-. b:r t;he contL1gent co;rmanc'ers was r.ot intended; 
1::!-le .::~::-.:nanders ·:1oulc ·:::e selected throug:., cor:sultations 
~·Tit:"l ::r.e goverr'..:.~entt ~oncerned, ~1/f"_c ~iould then ins true:~ 
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":heir c o!':"_-r.anderc:3 !'!.oN -:n vo~~..:>. 'r!1\·. St.'1tL' r't'p~~·t".!Ht..'nt 
f::\·oreC :1 3:~·.1:-~:.:!.~2!1 (·.--:-;-m,"."tnrlc:· ·:·i~~~-- .t 'J.~ dt~r,tty, 
a~C h;.1,j ~-:·:.:~~ .. ·-~~;,;e:~ r;s i:1iss~.c·;1s in ::he r:'..)unt;,:•ie:.J ~:on­

cerned to inltia.ce .=.,1;1ropriate cor.sultations. 

\2'-LL"!DIS-Gp 4: ::srr, CD:CLA~I':' to JCS, 1';'20242 
May 65, JCS IN 62529. u--Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 
1717 to State, 1504453 May 65, JCS n-1 61288. (2'-GIJ 3) 
~1sg, USCO!IDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1505152 r.~ay 65, JCS Df 
61886. (Z-Gp 3) Msg, State Circ 2232, 15 May 65, JCS 

· Tii 62766. (.i-Gp 3) ~!ag, State 1665 to Rio de Janeiro, 
15 May· 65, JCS n: 62767. ($-Gp 3) ~!sg, State 1015 to 
Santo tomingo, 15 !-lay 65, JC3 IN 62760. 

The State ~epartneht also informed Ambassador 
Bennett that the IADB 1 s advice to the OAS (see 13 May) 
was not consister.t with the Departnent's instructions 
concerning the composition of the IAF (see lli Hay). 
Therefore, the Ambassador should "indicate" that the 
Commander L~ter-American Force mi£ht fi~d the IADB 
paper useful but that the agreeme:-,t worked out with 
the contributing coun~ries and the OAS Committee would 
be the governing document. 

(L -Gp 3) !1sg, State 1045 to Santo Domingo, 15 1-!a;.r 
65, JCS DT 61738. (For JCS ccmments see 21 ~ay 65.) 

Meanwhile ne:·r conti~gents f,Jr the I:\F, a Nicarag..ran 
rifle compo.n:r of 166 ·'lfficers and men a~d a Costa Rican 
Civil Guard platoon o~· 21 Officers and men, landed in 
the Dominican Republic. 

(:!It!) NHCC Cf31Jr.!, 114-65; 17 ;.;a~· 65. 

~·!hile dra•·:ir:.g up conti~gency planz fo!' further 
military action and o::-gani::ins t:1c IAF, the U.S continued 
diplo!:latic efforts to form a com;,:Jromise government in 
Santo Domingo. Presidential .n.ssistant NcGeorge Bundy. 
and Deputy SJcretary of Defense Vanc.e went to Puerto 
Ric·o to consult ~rith Juan Bosch ar:d Sil •1estre Guznian. 
The t~·:c tominicans ag::-eed to accept a provisional govern­
ment lsd b~r Guz:nc.n with a ~abine-c min~ster proposed by 
the G?!R (pref·srably a ci•;ilia::) ar.d an Armed Forces · 
~Unister mu-:ually satisfac~ory to ":h·s GXR anc Constitu­
tionalists. They als) a;::-eec ~o the internment or 
deDo!'tc.tion of Corr.mt:."'lists and T::ott.'illistas, but sug­
gested that .~his mie;h:: have "prac~ical disadvantages." 

(ll?e"'-L:r:.!DIS-Gp 1) :•lsg, State ll53 to Santo ;)oni:lg.J, 
:20 ?ia:r 65, JCS :;:;.; 7C634. 

::: the same tit:".e, Unde;:o .Sec::-e':ary )f Stz.te Thomas 
.i.a~:;. : .. :~C Assistar.t ~e-::reta~r of 3'cate Jacl{ V~ugh!"l 
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(C-LDIDIS-Go 2) :'Isg Santo Domingo 1756 to Sta"Ge, 
172040Z May 65, JCS IN 64571 . 

A further action-complicz.tins the :;JOlitical 
situation Nas the arrival of the ::..1·! advance e;roup, 
headed by the Indian :•lajor G<3r:eral Rilchye. 1\;nbassado:::­
Bennett reported that the OAS Commission, stu..":g by the 
UN action of 14 Hay a:-td. the rebu:'f it received at 
Constitutionalist. headquarters, was making plans to 
return to 1·/ashington. 

Summing '.lP the situation fo:::- the P:::-esident, 
.~bassador Bennett re~orted that r.~y observers con­
sidered each day of military ~naccivity a day of 
political gain for the Constitutionalists who, growing 
stronger, would eventually spread the revolt to the 
countryside. He commented on the GNR offensive begun 
that morning and concluded: 

Informed Dominicans and Americans are 
convinced no negotiated settlement is 
possible in absence milita:::-y pressure, 
consider~~g any negotiations as ~tters 
now stand can only be on rebel terms, 
si.'llply delayin6 and mal,in;~ more diffi­
cult final confrontation, Perhaps to­
day's action i:-t northern part of cit¥ 
will weaken their [Constitutionalist] 
intransigence. 

~-Gp 2) Hsg, Sa:-tto !Jomingo ::. ?'30 tn State, 
160015: :~ay 65, JCS IN 62557. (.Z'-LINI:IS) 1-lsg, 
Santo Domingo 1737 to State, l61119Z ~lay 65, JCS 
nt 63022. 

Im~ert 1 s troops restur.ed the or'fens iv.e north of the 
LOC, attacking with a force numbering about 700 men 
supported by amored vehicles. B~r noon, they had 
reached their state<:l objective, C"llle rr.aria l.Contez. 
According to L'llbert 1 s reports, hiJ r'orces hac lost 
only 3 i<illed and 10 ·.~ounded, while Cor.stitu-oionalist 
cast:.al ties nurnbered 200 k:l.lled and 350 prisoners. 

(.6-Gp 2) ~!s,t;, .Santo I:om~go 1746 to State, 
1623582 ~lay 65, JCS ::N 63487. 

~~d:!.v .Sant.") to:;-,:':.:1gO Cega:"l 1:::-;:;adcasting 8.t 0115, 
but :-:as jarrJ:ted of~.e air at ll3J. USCC!-l;:)OM:.=tEP, in 
respor,se to the JCS ;:>equest of 15 :'clay, submitted a 
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list a~ all C0n3~1tu~~~nall~: b~J~.dcast f~cilities 
:Ga~z~ ~: exis~ ~- rt~ :f t~2 :0s -1~~ con~~l-:~ed that 
altho~g~ ~:;e 2ons~1~~:1ona~ists ~~uld b~oadcast on 
a lir.li:eci oasis, USCQ~I!DCHR.E? could ja'!l this broad­
~ast1:'1<; •.-:ith availabl: equipment. ';ihen the trans­
mitter~ had bee~ positively located, ap)r~priate 
)12-:13 :·..:-r thei.:" Oes::..,·_:ctio:1 ··1culd ·oe· preiJared and 
:oubmi :ted to CD:CLAl:':'. The )lan:o could be implemen:ed 
if janming proved inadequate. 

(~-Gp 3) ~1st;, CL'JCLANT co U3CONDOMREP, 17015?'2 
;'-lay 65, .· JCS lli 63503. ('lli3"-LDIDI3-Gp 3) i1sg, uSCor1-
:JOt-l.."lli? to CINCLAliT, l52135Z i·lay 65, JCS lli 63398. 

(i(-EXDIS) Msg, Santo :Jomingo 1752 to State, 
1706052 May 65, JCS :DI 64194. 
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· (Z) Mag, Santo romingo 1753 to State, 171135Z 

May 65, JCS IN 63756. 

Summing up the day's political development for· 
the P~esident, Bundy concluded: 

( 

J 

I 

i 
! 

. . 

~ Mag, Santo Domingo 1752 to Sta~e, 170605Z 
May 65, JCS IN 64194. 

t 

The G~"R offensive aga~st Constitutionalist ro~ces 
north of the LOC continued against stiffening ~esist­
ance. During the day Imbert 1 s force, numbering 1, 200 
men and 12 tanks, had consolidated its pos-itions of 
the ~revious day runr.ing generally north·and south 
along C'ille Maria Montez. USCOMD01·lREP estizna:;ecl t;'1e 
stren:;t~ of the Constitutionalist forces in the area 
a~ 850-1,000 men. 

Cie:J.eral PaL-ner reported '::hat the GNR attac:c S.J'-.t:·,­
eas t;.:ar:l might endanger US troops suard ing the norti:.e:::>n 
:~rd~~ ~f the ISZ and the LOG. ~herefo~e, ~e ~ac 
at: .. tho~iz~d US vehicular patrols t:: remain near the G~;;:: 
sc~tt. flank anc ::-epcrt !.'!',bert 1 s ;;: csitior.. He ~·:as 
~::-yir .. ; to do this uncttrus!vely t:: avoid any ider.tifi­
ca tio:-; ·e:i th the GNR forces. 

':'1"' .. :: u.st:al Gcnst:!.:utionali3t s·.-_ipino at :;::; t:"tJo~:s 
conti~ued d~ing the ray, and ~ Co~stit~t:!.ona:is':: 
tank ~'L~ed C·n a 82d A:'..rborr.e Division pos:!.tian. It 
was s:.lencec by 106-::-:::-. ::-ecoiless ::-ifle :'i::-e. 
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·::-_~ j·:':S re:c::-... ~.'2r:.:~~;d ~-1 ::~:e ~JEc-:-'::t~::-:.:o- cf -:·efer.::.e 
~;Et tl:e US talce ir..wediate unila;;e:::-al r:J.ilitary action 
to :-educe the Constit1.4tionalis·::s stronghold in norther:c. 
Santo I'omingo, tl:ereby consol~cat~ng recent GNR gains, 
c~nfini~g the Corst~t~tionali3t :;o one small sector o~ 
<;he city, anc recuc ::.'n.; their ab 1::. i ty to carry thP­
revolut;ton to. ti".e cou;'ltryside. 

~Gp 3) JCSi1 ~T" -65 to SecDef, ";·.!ilitary Con­
siderations Relative to Conduct of Operations by USC0.1-I­
DOMREP (U)," derived :'rom (g -Gp 3) JCS 2338/17, same 
subj, 17 May 65, .mF 9128.4 (14 !-lay 65). (For SecDef 
reply see 21 May 65.) 

In order to meet the objections expressed by 
Ambassador Bennett, CINCLANT, and USC0!1DOI·lREP on 15 
r1ay, the State tepart:nent amended the draft act 
establishing the IAF to spec if~r <;hat the cormr.ander 
and deputy commander ·,.;auld be cesit;nated by the com­
manders of the national contingents upon instructions 
of their respective gavernments. 

' 

(Z-Gp 3) l1sg, State Circ 2245, 17 :·1ay 65, 
JCS IX 65050. 

JS officials reported several incidents, however, 
that cast doubts on the effectiveness of any such inter­
American peace keepin~ force. General Palmer reported 
that the OAS Commission "got ~old feet" and refused to 

. approve the planned u3e of Latin American contingents 
on international MP patrols in the ISZ. Ambassador 
Bennett was able to c'.Jtain the Cor..mission 1 s consent 
to moving the Latin &~erican troops into the ISZ, but 
the Co~.mission refused to list duties for the 'troops 
in spite of Secretary Mora's cesire to have these un:tts 
engaged in "safe and highly 'Jisi'ole activity." General 
?almer reported that ~he Latin American contingents 
were :ager to be empl)yed in ~n active role, but a role 
':hat ;·ras purely security and :-.umar.itar1an in nature.!_ 
The Latin commanders had stat~d ~~at they did not come 
to Santo Domingo to ~lght. Palmer concluded that, 
''this is an understandable but ra:her curious view and 
makes :r.e :·ronder whether a cruly ef~ecti•;e IAF can be 
established." 

~-Gp 3) Hsg, US::OHDOMREP ta C:INCLAJ~T, 1802482 
:.!ay 65, JCS IN 6L880. ~Gp 3) ;.;sg, Santo Domingo 
1766 to State, 180340Z May 65, JCS IN 65003. 
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As Latin 1\merica~1 con~1i1.t;cn-,s began :::riclcling 

in for the :::AF, US l'o:oce 1 ev-el s lr. the :'ominican 
Republic: !:"ec..cheC ti1ei::- pea;< stre~r;~n, as :..,ollo\'IS: 

:-!q U3·:cr.rnor~'qEP 
32d .~:or. I:'iv ( 9Br:: 
Non-Divisional Troops 

Total US Army 

:JSMC 

4t!1 MEB ·- AshClre 
Afloat 

Total USMC 

USAF 

HQ CTF 121 (Advon) 
507th TAC Cant Gp and 

Supporting Units 
Total USAF 

MAAG 

TOTALS 

317 
'J,6=.o 
4,922 

6,01;.9 
1' 109 

137 
864 

41 

14,889 

7,958 

1,001 

41 

23,889 

(~ NMCC OPSUH 114-65, 17":'-tay 65, 3. (S) _____ _ 
DomRep Data, P II-2-1. 
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' · . _ _ __ _ @in spite~:~"!'.---- ---
efforts of Secretary Jllann and Ambassador Bennett· to 
persuade it to remain, departed for Hashington in--
the evening. 

· (.e"-Gp 3) i'!s;;, .S:mto .2"Jm1ngc: :. 76fi >:a State, 
180340~ May 65, .JCS I!! 65003. (~ Mag, Santo 
Domingo 1770 to State, 181125Z l·iacr 65, JCS IN 65412. 

The US registered one dislo~~tic success during 
the ca:r. USCOMDmlffi:P reported that he and Ambassador 
Bennett had met '.11th General :Ukh:re and his L-:-J 
Observa-;;ion ~e.::.:::, t:Cat the U?: official had been 
"completely unin.::'or:ned on the US side of the story." 
After discussions a:; USCQ;,::;o;.:'l.EP 3eadquarters, ~ikhye 
had co:mnented favor'ltly on the US modus opers.ndi 
during the cease-fire. General Rikhye also discussed 
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2.8 May 65 

the I~F an~ agreed wi~h the US PL~ns for the 
e,.,~lo~rr.:er. ... of that in-:-:e~~ .. at·i.)r:.e.l !~o~c·2. '•·:...j ·. .• .. v ~ - -

r t-Gp 3) r-Ise,, US.:::OMDQI.lREP to CDICLANT, 
::.8021'82 ~1ay 65, .::-cs :~ 64880. 

L'llbert 1 s forces conti:1ued their attack north of the 
LOC, reaching a general line extending ~rom Peynado 
bridge southward alonJ; Avenida Hax1mo.Gomez to the 
cemetary, then P-ast 10.-blocks to Avenida l·!anuel. 
Ubaldo Gomez anJ south to Avenida San Martin,- about 
one block ~1est of Radio Santo Doningo. 

(Z -EXDIS -Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDGr.ffiEP to CDICLA • ...fT, 
1906102 May 65, JCS Dl 66733. 

Meanwhile the Director, USIA, reported to the 
President that the USIA-controlled stations •>~ere 
dominant throughout the country. The Constitution­
alist broadcast output had been reduced to a weak 
signal, apparently from makeshift facilities, heard 
only sporadically, and then only in a small area of 
the city. The USIA now controlled four stations in 
Santo Domingo, 1.,hich ':Jroadcast news, public service 
announcements, and Alliance for Progress programs 
24 hours a day. Ro1.,an noted that US broadcasts 
enjoyed a Dominican audience of all political lean­
ings. Further, he reported that ~-.'essin and Imbert's 
stations had improved their broadcasting, temper1.'1g 
their emotional attacks and appealing for an end to 
the fighting. 

- c.a1· r:Jemo, ::Jirector, USIA, to the President, 
"Psychological Situation Report --Dominican Republic," 
18 Hay 65, CJCS files. 

In an effort to break the growing stalemate be­
tween the two Dominican factions, senior US officials 
in Santo Domingo--Bundy, Mann, Vance,, Palmer, Bennett, 
and ·rr.artin--proposed c. series of US military actions. 
They suggested that with the approval of the OAS and 
the Don:±nican factions, the US should physi-:::ally 
1I:lpose its forces bet\'!een the ':Jelligerents in the 
norther:-1 sector of the cit:·, ;;hereb:r: 1) demon­
strat:.n; that the US "as trul::r neutral, humanitarian, 
ar,d desirons of a cease-fire; 2) e:1abling t;he US to 
;.:-eve:-.t ~ c1:l::.ruPtion of negot;iatio:-,s by renewed 
f'~;;htin:;; ar,d 3) :::-educing ;:'!:'essure for UN involvemerot 
by deno~strating that the OAS, through its member t~e 
US, was acting effectively. ·':'hey outlined a r::ilita:::-y 
plan that envisaged the imposition of U~ troops along 
a north-south corridor roughl:r :J1?.!'e.llel:1ng the 
present pas it ion of tJ;.e opposing ':'<>mini can fo~·ces. 

·"-"·~eral "al-e,.. ad,.,itte"' _..,,t ~~.,e r.' "r: .,,,.~ "~is'"' " -~-·' ... .: • .,. .,. L· ·-·•...... V.1.1 _, __ ......... -~ - ~-...,; 

~s:;ec:~all,, :.r t::e GL-;F. demur!'ec:. !'~evertheless, it coulC 
be. cone, and it :·•auld effectivel:;· seal the Constitu­
~ionalists in or:.e sec:or of the c~t~r. 

.-nap iie3RE? 
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?cllo1·rine; tr.e brcakdm·m in negotiations, Secre­
tary :<1ann and Special Ambassador r.-:artin left for 
'llashington. 

-\ 

(~-EXDIS-Gp 2) Hsg, Sante I;.;r.:ingc 1778 to State, 
1820552 May 65, JCS Dr 66138. (.1) l-is;, Santo Domingo 
F97 ';o State 191155: ~;ay 6<:;, JC.S :cr 67151. 
,Z"-E~IS-Gp 2) !·lsg, Santo ~cmingo 1804 to State, 
l91605Z May 65, JCS Dl 67429. . 

Ir. an. effort to '.lring the La':ir!·. American con.:·-­
-:;inge:-J.ts of the L'\.F i::1to action af: soon as possible, 
the US Embassy presen:;ed to Secr:tai"! G~neral r-lora a 1 
draft r~.emorandu:n of u."1ders:;andin.:; covering i~terim 
arran;5ements pending :'ormal establishrne:~t of the IAF. 
':he r.~err:crandum, which was to ':e s i(il1ed o:' r.-1ora and the 
nati-:)~C.l contin3er.t c :-mmanc1cr-s, cQlled for Latin 
.''.r.:er.:!.::ar, contingents c:o pe::-form security and human­
itariar. missions withi:1 the ::sz. :-rhen :1ecessary, these 
conti:-tgents would 1~ork with US units to which they 
would assign liaison officers. Command of' the Latin 
American contingents would remain Nith their nationa:. 
comma:1cers; operational guidance ~-:ould ::,~ char.nelled 
as far e.s p:::-acticable thro'-lgh th~ C'AS Sacretariat. 

:-~L~:::-a .::.:Jproved ·chz dra: ... t :-:-:em.J:--anCum anS ':ras ;re­
pa:-ed ':o present it :':Jr sie;ni::g '::o national commance::>s 
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19 May 65 

l'ut ~;·.~0 :..)t:-t.L.;...: :~cl)aetrn...::n\., ··:)il:.' i• 1,:1'i''<< L.Ll' t.l~rH· 

::.na!1Pl"~()~rlo.tc for t'r~c·lt·Jn:.:; -:~ ~:r.-.o:, · :;~ ~~r::lJ. l.'\l;', 
r)rdeP·.:C .:"'.."1bJ.s:aCor :Sc:;ne:t n.'t: t.) 31.~n the ngrec­
ment. 

I r/ ~p ""' "- r r a~t 0 "'om;~'"~ ; 7 80 t- r. +-- '"- -,~J-U .J) 1·1.;.t!JJ ..... ~:.. ~ l;,....:...~~u'-' ...... , _.J uv.:..:.r.,~;; 1 
132130:: Hay 65, JCS Dl 66350. (..ei ;.;~f.>, State 1109 
to Santo Domingo, 18 ;vray 65, JCS n: bb677. 

:r.:: officials \~ere apparer,tly concerned \~ith the 
questiqn of US troop ~qithdl•aHals to match IAF trogp 
arrivals. Bundy, Van~e, Bennett, and Palmer recom­
mended against such a pari~y arrangement and sugges~ed 
to the President that he announce: his appreciation 
for the arrival of the Latin fl~e~ican troops; his hop~ 
for the early arrival of more; his expectation that an 
agreemer.t \'/Ottld be reached to permit their use in al: 
areas; and his intention to withdraw a US r.tarine 
battalion as soon .as these things ~~ere achie•:ecl. T:te 
four US officials at;reed that sucl: an announcement, 
as distinct from any action, would "slightly improve 
basic atmosphere for negotiations." 

~LJl-IDIS -Gp 2) :,rsg, Santo Jomingo 1790 to State, 
1904002 May 65, JCS IN 66490. 

The UN 1 s presence in the Do;n~ican Republic 
c1ecame official 1;hen Antonio Nay )bre, special repre­
sentati•:e to the Secretal:"'J Ger:erJ.2. of the UN, ar;rived 
in Santo Domingo. He told Secretal:"'J, General :.lora 
that his mission was merely 'Co o":l::.erve and report on 
the Dom~ican crisis. He noted that a cease-fire Nas 
of the f~st importance, and founc it difficult to 
understand ~thy the US 1dth its p~e;:onderence of force 
could not stop r:ominical13 from s:".o')ting one another. 
lt.ayobre also observed that the US position v1as very 
vulnerable because it seemed to f2.vor Imbert. 

{.e'-I:JCDIS-Gp 3) r,;sg, Santo Doninc;o 1777 to State, 
182050: May 65, JCS ~ 660~9. 

~TR forces captured Radio Santo ~on1ngo and continueq 
their <ld"Jance east~rarc. Late 1:-. :he afternoor;, :::ons:;i­
tutionalist forces provoked a th::'ee -1·1ay fig.i"lt with US 
paratroopers in the LOC and Imber:; 1 s forces in the 
~:a;;io:1::.2. ?<J.lace. 'I"'Ic Cons<;it,_,_tior.alist leacers, Bose~ 
_?rote;;c Colonel ::tafael Fernar:r'ez :::'ominque:: and the 
'::ornmun:'_st leader Juan iliguel Eoman, ~·rere killed.. L1 
another incident, one US Ma:o1:1e ·::as :cilled and anot:1er 
wounclec 1>1hen they inadvertently ::1::-ove their jeep in:;o 
the Constitutionalist zone. 

~-EXI'IS-Gp 2) ~:sg, San'Co ::'o:11n.;o 1805 to Stat:, 
l ?1620:::: ;lay 65, JCS IN 67506. (X} NHCC OPSUH 117 -<55: 
20 i·lay 6 5 , l . 

69 

-- -~--~~-~----



~~---·.~~--- . • ..... ~-. 

.r.""!l:~.r.t'~c.:.."· 

~.'.:.nee .~u1d .Ji.~nc:~, :1lon~ :.·::_r:i; .. :1l· ·d::!'~.1~::;:!LiL'i' 

?.:-:r.:<: :;sC::}I··:f'0I,!hj::?} : .. el)G~"'teO ~-~,_:;,_t_ t~~~· (;:·;f\ 1t:P..-: 
!!:::,1""1nr-~r-::.t-- r-, .. C'!h~c· ~.~4.~-., c:our""t-,....r '! .".'.~--~ r:[-_':l~ i_·:~,:_:,_· ._.._.,, .... , .•• _...., L-1..4.,_ •• <;:;;. "-'-'-.&. ,_. _.l_,_,_ .... , - -

,_.:ere concerned o~_rer I:nbe:o"t 1 s ~::.cr~.::as:.~g :!.ntr~r:J:.­

gence !'esultins ~ron ~is rcc~nt ~~ctor!es. They 
;,>:-opos(;ci a 2oc'ii'icat:!on of tl-_cir .:.3 :-1ay plan fvr 
'J3 mil::. ':;a:-y intc:-pos i tion ·oe-c1·1ee:; 'Che L'omin icar. 
facti.Jr..s; a moCifica-:ion t:tat ~-!au:..d 012hy Imbert. 
tl:",e territOI"J east of a line run:-;:.nc; alon.:; .. :..venue 
Duarte between the Rio Isabella on the north and 
the Rio Ozama on the east. 

C~{CLfu~T inforoed the JCS t~at he objected 
to the plan because it could result in US forces 
having to fight both ractions. He added that 
the Constitutionalist group was controlled by 
"about 60 hard-core Communist leaders," and that 
they had killed 18 US troops and ':rounded 96 others. 
Since US 'lias dedicated to forestalling the instal­
lation of a Communist controlled or influenced 
government in Santo Domingo, it should "stay quiet 
where we are no~1 and let the Loyalist junta forces 
continue present action until rebels are defeated." 

CJCS replied that he agreed with CD!CLANT 
about the disadvantages to the proposed plan. He 
continued, however: "on balance, the JCS consider 
that the governing factors in this chaotic 
situation are largely political rather than rr.ili­
tary. 11 

By evening, hm•rever, the US !Jlan was again no 
l:>nger feasible beca1.:se the arm forces had ad­
vanced up to the prc)'posed interposition line in 
some places. Although USCO~IDOMRE:? had agreed ':rith 
Vance and Bundy on the feasibilit:r of the proposed 
plan in the event negotiations failed, he later 
informed CD·ICLANT that it 1·1as "no longer regarded 
as a desirable or feasible course of action." He 
added "I breathed a sigh of relie:", as we could 
visualize a situation where our troops were the 
ham in the sandwich, 11 

... -.-

(~-EXDIS-Gp 2) tcsg, Santo Domingo 1805 to State, 
191620::: r-tay 65, JCS :?! 67506. (.$ -::;;csis -lfp 4) gi;g, 
CINCL.'\NT to JCS, 192;382 ;(ay 65, JCS IN 68099. 
"-EXDIS-Gp 3) Hsg, JCS 2484 -:o CINCLANT, 2016362 
;.;ay 65, (;1"-:::XDIS -Gp 3) Hsg, U'SCOiiD0!1REP to CWCLANT, 
2008002 Nay 65, JCS :N 68615. 

V:tnce, Bundy, ?almer, and Eenne<::t .=.lso ·.·!ante·::! 
to pez:o.;·.Iade L11be:!"t to surrer:cer c:1e r:e':!ly-ca;:tured 
F:a-~.i: =~~~to ~:')mi:1~-"J to the O.lt3 a;~C Secretary ::ora to 
acce;t it. !:1 -:~1e .); in ::Lor. ·-:--:' '::--.e f:Jur A .. ':le~ican 
officials, "nothing could do r:1ore to move us forward 
here t~an a strong ~adio that tells tr~th anc 
preaches ;;.-:ace 3.:1d :1ational (:Onco:-d." If the :;AS 
refused ·to accey::; the offer, :11e :"our added, "the:r 
.:eser,:\3 to suffe:' u:-J inter! .. e!"ence o.nd all at:-:er 
woes." 

;:s[;, .::e.r:t:~ 
2:)T 67L~Ol .. 
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(~-EXDIS-Gp 2) i1sg, Santo Domingo 1798 tc 
State, 1914002 :1ay 65, JCS ll! 67273. 
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(.e;"-EXDIS) r-tag, Santo Domingo 1830 to State, 
2006302 May 65, JCS I::i 68533. 

In \~ashington, t:'le special five-rnan OAS Peace 
Commission reported that it had achieved its pr~a~t 
mission of arranging a cease-fire, overseeing 
evacuation of civilians, and arranging for emer2;ency 
food and medical supplies. A four-man majority con­
cluded that the Committee's mission was over and 
recommended the appointment of a single represent­
ative to act in accordance with ar.y OAS resolutions 
calling for further action. The Commission majority 
said that the presence of UN obser•1ers had inter­
fered with the Committee's mission and ~ecommended 
that the OAS request c;he U1! to withdraw. Finally, 
it recommenc'led that· the OAS refrain from "foming a 
Dominican government as distinct from seeking a 
return to peace and normality.'' The Panamanian 
member filed a minopity report disagreeing with this 
last point and also opposing dissolution of the Com­
mittee and its replacement by a si:1gle representative . 

. :u) ':lash Pest, 20 t·lay 65, 1. 

7l TOt< a:;s:±.!.' 
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advar.ce i~ :1::n"~~:.:-rr1 3~~to S-.1rningo. Imberc•s 
forces now controlled the whole ~rea west of 
Avenue Duarte, just five blocks short of the Rio 
Ozama. Meanwhile, ~he International·Red Cross 
and the ~!orld Health Organizatio:'l proposed a 
24-hour cease-fire beginnin;; at 1200 on 21 :.:ay 
to allow for the removal of dead and wounded from 
the battle area. The truce, neg~tiated by ill! 
representatives iY!ayob.re and Rikhye, was signed 
by both Imbert and Caamano. 

~) 11sg, Santo Domingo 1846 to State, 
210030Z May 65, JCS IN 69833. 

The US continued to work on the difficult 
problem of organizing the IAF. The JCS advised 
the Secretary of Defense that they still supported 
their 14 May view on IAF organization, command 
arrangements, and force structure, but in viet'/ of 
the intent to name a Brazilian as commander, the 
JCS "consider it vital" that the US name the 
deputy. The deputy should operate in a dual 
capacity: internationally he should exercise 
"considerable inf'luence" on the Commander to direct 
operations that would further US objectives; 
nationally, he should have the flexibility neces­
sary to allow US unilateral action if required. 
The JCS added that "it is of paramou."lt importance" 
that the US maintian "sufficient flexibility" to 
permit unilateral US military action, using other 
than IAF committed forces. 

The JCS concluded that the size and exact 
composition of IAF forces could not be assessed 
until the Latin American contributions were oper­
ationally effective. Horeover, the US should 
resist pressure to reduce its forces--pressure 
that was bound to increase as the· Latin ;l.Jnericans 
arrived--until the IAF ~ras fully capable r:-f carry­
ing out its mission without these US forces. 

(..!r-Gp 4) JCSM 393-65 to SeeDer, "Consider­
ations Relative to the Establishment of an Inter·­
American Force in the Dominican Republic (U)," 
20 May 65, derived from (~Gp 4) JCS 2~38/19, same 
subJ, 18 May 65, JM? 9128.4 (18 May 65). (For 
SeeDer reply see 2 J~n 65.) 

The JCS also recommended to the Secretar:• of 
~efense that the GAS should finance the traneport­
ation and soft s~ods costs of the Latin Americar. 
contingents. If that proved impossible, the J8S 
suggested that the costs should.be underwrit::en 
by AID and the President's Special Contingency 
Fund, :10t by 11AP. 

~-a~ L,) .JCSl'-1 3~R -65 to 3,:eDef, "f'-i'rlane1.al 
Su~~:r~ Conceot, OAS Forces in the Dominican 
:i:e;i:.tll~ (\Jj," ~Tiay o5, derivec' from (..!-Gp !c.) 
JCS 2338/1.:3, sarr": sut~, lE May 65, .J!.!F 9128.4 



:·ep BESRZ'%' 

21 1-!ay 65 

. -~--'.£±I! -~~· ·-

,,c ···~l· ·.·~.=' ·~ -1 • .... ~ -· •• • ,. \..:... ..... • .·:·-J ._, o •••• : •• :.:·.·:..:..:_._,:.:n .)n 1...-.,:j : ~;1ar:c . .:.n1·: .. .). 
::~'1e I.l? llad t-ee:-: mac:e :.s of ~- ~:t._:-·) 66. :~n- n Jul 
65, the Administrator, AID, info~ed the Deputy 
SecDef that the financing would not be decided 
"pending interpretati)n of the Fulbright amend­
ment ar.d other elemen:;s of f:>reigr: assistance." 
(ZJ Ltr, .~dm, AID. to ;)ep Sec:Jef, Cl Jul 65, er.c1 
to (C-Gp 4) JCS 2338/31, "Es-;ima-:e for FY 1966 to 
Support an Inter-American Force (U)," 16 Jul 65, 
J!.IF 9128.4 (9 Jul 65) ._ . . 

1•1e:ar.while, the Kicaraguan and Honduran units 
were deployed in the ISZ in anticipation of agree­
ment on their mission by OAS authorities. 

(~ NMCC OPSUM 118-65, 21 May 65, 1. 

The OAS, however, was more :!.r.l!ned ia tely con­
cerned with establishing a permanent cease-fire. 
The OAS accepted the recommendations made the pre­
vious day by ita Speci~l Commission and named 
Secretary General Mora to succeed the Commission 
as its representative in the Dominican Republic. 
Mora was specifically instructed to negotiate a 
strict cease-fire in accordance with the Act of 
Santo Domingo, to provide his good offices to 
both sides in seel<ing a settlement, and to 
coordinate these activities with the UN repre­
sentatives in Santo Domingo. 

(U) Dept of State Bulletin, LII, 1354, 
(7 Jun 65), 912. 

Hope for a permanent cease-fire and settle­
ment of the crisis appeared dim, however, with 
Imbert proving increasingly intransigent. Imbert 
denied to the press any movement toward a coalition 
government with the Constitutionalists, claiming­
that the GNR represented "total reconstruction of 
economic and political systems" and claimed to have· 
proof ·of Communist support for the Constitutionalist 
cause. 

()!) Nsg, Santo :Somingo 1846 to State, 2100302 
:1ay 65, JCS IN 69833. . 

The 24-hour cease-fire, in ~~r::.ch, Ambassador Bennett 
reported, "CAS unfortunately played no role," went 
into effect at 1200. Despite scattered firing, the 
UN team pronounced the truce effective. 

The cease-:'ire rr:arked t:1e be.:;innir.g of a ne1·1 
phase ii'1 the Dor.tini-::an crisis. L'llbert 's forces "lac 
successfully swe:_:,t ::!".e area :.orth of tl:e LOG as far 
as the rtio Ozama, and with one exception, ~l:e 
opposing Dominican :'actions were ;1ow left in to areas 
Eeparated by US for~es •n the LCC and the ISZ. The 
-e~-=~;·t i::m we:s -t~ N~t i~"i.ai .PsJ.e.-e'€, t!'eicC 4::-:? 2~ 
!.o::,ral~.3~ t:-oops, deep in Co~st!.tu-:ional:!.st t-::rrito~:r o 
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~1:c US ·:r.: ~ !""' c;•·: : · : :·.:·:;~ ~ ~-. -; ·"'~'1 :..< :r·· ···:-_· · t· 

excr.:.t;:-:c :·:;!i·<:;-.. ·t:lCi.l1 · !r,i:t·l)l .-.-._,c··· : .. he· .... l: ... r·· 
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tnincd tn exer,~lfJC! th.L:...; c'.tH1:~rr•l l.•J!H'TI he· ; 11l·l ·J::Jhc·!•l_-, 
that t.hc L•'vallnt:s i·iouln nnt·. l•e ''''t'Hi.l Ll>·d t .. , ;:tl.l·.:t"l' 
the Constit~ttton<e.li:.:t:; "•;lt.h•'r ll;, land ·:n· :.;e:J." 

T!"~e OAS tr1.cd tn. build nn t~1e successful 
cease-fire. It caller) on the Don::.nican facti'):~s 
to C:-J:1.vert the 2L~-hour truce intJ a ;Jermanent 
~P.ase-fire 1!1 accorcance ~rith th•~ ~.ct ')f 'S?.r.to 
!:lomine:;c. Secretary !~ora was inst:".tctcct +;o CO!::­
municate the text of tr.e OAS resolution to the 
Dominicans and "to do evei"'Jthing ~ossiblc to 
accomplish its objectives." 

(2') l·1SSS, .S:.nto Jominc;o 1878 to 3ta te, 220015:.:. 
:·lay 65, JCS TI! 71638 and S:mto L'or.-.i::.:;o l S'?3 to ::;tate, 
221045Z Hay 65, JCS IX 72268. (•r' Dept of State 
Bulletin, LII, 1354 (7 Jun 65), 9l3. 

In spite of the success of the cease-fire, ~ 
political solution to the crieis seemed farther 
a~'lay than ever. Imbert refused to enter lnto ::!r. 
agreement ~~i~h t!'le Constitutionalists or to retu:m 
to the 1963 Constitution. Ambaseador Eennett re­
p,orted that tlhile the Constitutbnalists put on a 
'brave but conciliatory and uncertain front, 11 Imb~rt 
refused to extend the cease-fire, and rejectec any 
agreement with the Constitutionalists. Imbert did, 
however, a~ee to tur~ Radio Santo Dominyo over to 
the OAS. (See, however, item of 27 May. 

· (~ Nsg, :>ante r:omingo 1893 to State, 221C45Z 
~·lay 65, JCS ni 72268. (.Z'-EJCDIJ-Gp 2) Santo L'omingo 
1881 to State, 2201402 ~lay 65, JCS ni 71719. 

Meanwhile, the Secretary of ~efense informed 
the CJCS that the JCS recommendations of 15 and 17 :·Ia~· 
for unilateral US milita~J action to seize the Con­
stitutionalist-controlled industrial area north of 
the LOC'were being held in abeyance. (An ~.Pott 
facto memorandum, si~ce the GNR had been in con rol 
of the whole area since 1200.) 

(tr) Memo, SecDef to CJCS, 11 :1ilitary Consider­
ation Relative to Conduct of Operations by USCQ!.ID0!-1-
RE? (U) ," 21 Hay 65, attached to \Z-Gp 3) JCS 2338/16-l, 
same sub J, 25 r-tay 65, Jr•IF 9128. 4 , 14 ;,lay 65) . 

The JCS recommended that the CJCS discuss ~:it!:. 
OSD and State the 15 ~1ay State te::cartment message to 
Ambassador Bennett tl",at challenged the advice of the 
IADB a.;'1d c1id not 11 ref'lect any cco::-dination with the 
Joint c;'1iefs of 3taff. II The JC.S :'1oted that the L;I;B 
had acted with dispatch and at the request of 
recognized authority to produce advice that ·.~as 
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- -- -----

"in harr.1:Jn:r 1
! ~·:i-c~-... ;·:..:. · . .-::..e·.·Is. ·;-;;:2 ·~-·~..: :.td:1:::,· :;-.;~t 

to f•Jret;L; che I.~~.~E u.Ovice ~·:ou.ld lo:>.3e need~~c 
support for the US. ·I'hey suggested uDirlg the 
IADB action "as a springboard for appropriate u:::; 
activity.'' [ CJCS act~on on this recorrunenca t:l.on 
is not reflected in available reco::-C:s .. ] 

(1:-Gp 4) JCS 2333/20, "OAS/Il',DB Collaboration 
on the Intra-J\merican.Force (U)," 19 Nay 65, 
JivlF 9128 •. 4 (19 May 65).-

The cease-fire proved generally effective, and 
General Palmer reported the quietest 24-hour ';)eriod 
since he had arrived in Santo Domingo. During ·the 
morning Imbert rejected a Red Cross qppeal for a 
second 24-hour truce, but he did promise to abstain 
from initiating operations while peace tallcs begun 
by OAS Secretary General !-lora continued. After the 
expiration of the agreed truce at 1200 hours, 
however, Constitutionalist violations increased, and 
·the GNR forces began mop-up operations in the 
northern sector of the city. 

General Palmer reported to CINCL'~ and CJCS 
that the Constitutionalists had initiated 34 armed 
attacks resulting L~ 6 US wounded in the first 
post-cease-fire hours. He noted that these attacks':­
came at a time when the cease-fire had been "accepted 
and extended" by the Loyalists and \~ere a "deliber­
ately planned, premeditated ru';)ture" of the cease­
fire. He had urged Ambassador Bennett to protest to 
the OAS and the UN representatives and 1•1arned that 
despite the "sensitive and important negotiations" 
in progress, he could not allow his troops to suffer 
such attacks indefinitely. He ~ecorrunended that CJCS. 
and CINCLANT inform the Secretary of Defense and the 
JCS or the danger and suggested that Caamano be 
warned of possible US retaliation. 

Fighting in the city ceased at 1800 hours, the 
Loyalists claiminS that all Constitutionalist re­
sistance in the northern area had been overcome. In 
a related move, USCOMDO!-!REP, with OAS approval, per­
mitted two defecting Constitutionalist ·units to cross: 
the rs·z after their arms had been confiscated. 

~EXDIS-Gp 3) r-Isg, USCOHDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
2305302 rt.ay 65, JCS IN 73218. ~-Gp 3) ;.;sg, State 
Circ 2324, 22 ~1ay 65, JCS nl '7'3546. (S) Mags, USCOM­
DO!.ffiEP to CINCLA.'\'T, 2306592 May 65 and 2206302 May 65. 
(;.B'j NMCC OPSU!-1 120-65, 24 May 65, 1. 

The UN Security Council appro'red a :?rP.nch reso­
lution calling for a permanent cease-fire in the 
Do:nini,1an Republic. , At the sar.:e neeting, the .Securit:' 
Council rejected ~ew Soviet demands for a conde~~atio~ 
of US intervention and for imr.Jediate >·tithcra•rlal of US 
troops. 

(U) ;rr_ Times, 23 :ray 65, " 
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23 May 65 

Fore.:!.g~ r.·!iniste:-s .-=J..:,_)prover a :.:·e~~Jl ttt ton r·equc~~ t·.ln~ 
Brazil to name a commander of the IJ\F and the LTS 
to designate a deputy commander. The resolution 
directed Secretary General l'!O!":l ts organize the 
force as outlined :!.n the 6 !·!a~' resolution ar:d 
suggested the es-cablishment of: a :::or.Jnittee :o 
study the functioning and maintenance of the IAF. 

(U) Dept of State Bullet::.ll, :.II, 13:-4, 
(7 Jun 65), 913. 

Secretary vance and General Palmer informed 
the CJCS, that "from the military standpoint" they 
believed that the one US Harine BLT (1,500 men) 
then afloat off the Dominican Republic could be 
withdrawn 1mmediately and that a second Marine BLT 
(1,700 men) could at least be withdrawn to ships 
offshore when the Brazilian IAF contingent arrived. 

~-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 1916 to State, 
2301402 May 65, JCS IN 73023. 

General PaL'ller reported a generally quiet city. 
US troops were avoiding confrontation with Constitu­
tionalist forces near the LOC and were returning 
fire only in the case of major attacks in order to 
avoid any "distorted picture" being presented to the 
OAS or the UN representatives. Palmer had denied 
Constitutionalist charges ~f US advances into their 
territory, and had so informed the UN. 

Meanwhile, chances of a cease-fire ~proved. 
Secretary Mora met 1~ith Caamano :·1ho agreed to accept 
a cease-fire, and Imbert was reported willing to 
refrain from initiating any military actions. Late 
in the day Mora was able to anno:mce the establish­
ment of an informal cease-fire. 

~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCm!Dor.m.EP to CDWLANT, 
2404002 May 65, JCS D 73802. (u) \·!ash ~~ 24 Hay 
65, 12. 

Radio ·santo Domi:'1go returned to the air, and 
Imbert made a 15-minute address ~o the nation, 
denying any dictatorial aspirations and soliciting 
support, especially f:::-om the Domir..icRn youth, for 
himself and his "provisional and transitory GNR." 

(U) Msg, Santo Domingo 1947 to State, 2401302 
May 65, JCS IN 73715. 

Secretary ;.:ora a:1d the Gor:unar.cers of the con­
Z.ingents controihu1A!<l by ~f'8.-zi2., C~ta -Riea, Hu!le!Utas, 
:acaragua, and the US s~ed an act formall;:.r 
estab1.ishing the I.!\F. The IA? wa.s constituted as a 
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st2..ff"_. and. !13tiCi18.l conttncc:l'.::: r~:)ln :\·-.:~ ~tal;• . .::..;. 
The corrunander ;·rould exercise o:.ltH'il tion.::.l cnntrol 
over the force; com!'!ancl, l~r.s op·c!r:ltional control 
0ver. the national con':;in~cnts, No:.tld .. r'O?main wi':;h 
the national commanders. The commander would also 
issue ~orce regulations and establish a table cf 
organization and a chain of command. The sta~f 
~·rould include renresentatives of each member state 
contributing forces, apportioned accordip.g to tha 
size of the contribution. In accr:-rdance ~11 t!: the 
OAS renolution of 22 r~!ay,- Brazil named General 
Hugo ?anasco Alvim ~s force commander, and t~c US 
named General Palmer as deput~.r com.;nander. 

Unclassified text in (%) Dor:tRep Data, IV, 
1-4. 

The Brazilian contingent ~ras authorized tc 
proceed to the Dominican Republic, and the JCS 
directed Cll!CSTRIKE to provide C:CiCL.1'u'!T the 
tactical airlift required to move thiz contir.­
e;ent. The Brazilian advance nilitary element 
t23 personnel) arrived in Santo Domingo at 1800. 

------- ·- --- ·- -
(.e-:,Gp 4) !-1sg, JCS 2675 t~ CS,\F, et al., 

2323592 Nay 65. (,!') Telecon i tern, NHCC: to \'ihi te 
House I 2401562 r1Iay 65. 

US technicans stoppec jamminG the Constitutionalist 
broadcasting facilit~es at 1200, and ~mediately the 
Caamano government returned to the air over a "Radio 
santo Domingo." The. official Racio S:1nto Do:nin"o, 
meanwhile, continued operatin0 cmder GNR controt. 

~ 

. · ... -::-" 

There ~>ras no significant milital:"'J. activ!t:• during __ ... · 
the day .. The IAF, however, i11itiated operations with .... 
three-man police tear.s patrolling the LOC and IS~ from ... 
the Duarte Brid¢e to the Embajador Hotel. Each team 
consisted or a soldier from the US, Nicaragua, and 
Costa Rica. ... .• ,;~;?nl'l' 

(~) Resume of Significant Intelligence Relating 
to the DO!I!REP, 25 May 65, CJCS files. ('2') NL<iCC 
OPSUM 121-65, 25 ~lay 65, 1. 

L"l anticipation of the Latir: American buildttp 
in the IAF, the JCS asked cm:::u..NT and COMDo;,mzp tc 
submit their views or. the withdra:·ral of US forces, 
using as a guideline the ~>rithdrawal of up to 10,000 
troops over the next 10 days to t· .. :o ;·reeks. :'he JCS 
added that "highest authority recognize political 
desirability" of substantial US ~rithdrawal in order 
to ''place problems associated with reestablishing 
govern:nental control squarely ir. hands of OA.S." 

{~-qp 3) i':S$J . .;cs 2703 to CINCLANT, 241914Z 
r=.r::.. -....... 
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Ir. ~c3ponsc: !-: . .., ;: .• : . .: .;;;.:.; _._ ·.lU· ..... _. '.i .. > .. : ::;: ·.'; ::!,:·.1." 
subr:1i tt.eC 2. plo..:"l for '..:l·lc p:-0;,;res ;J: '.·l; :·...:.~:.:s: ~ ~ . .-·:-, 
of US forces in the D;)minican rl.e:>ublic. Pre­
dicatec on the assumption that Santo Domingo, 
with tr.e exception of the Constitutionalist zone, _____ _ 
':!ould continue to pro6ress t;)war·:l "normalcy, •I th~ . 
plan outlined a ~orce reduction f~om the cu~rent 
nine infantry and three ~arine battalions ashore 
and the one r1arine Battalion afloat (i.e. BLT 1/2 
under CTF 124) to a tqtal of seven infantry 
battalions (i.e. the 82nd Ai~borne Division minus 
two infantry battalions}. The US force remain~ng 
in the Dominican Republic would be required to 
maintain: 1) the physical separation of the GNR 
and Constitutionalist forces; 2) the capability 
to reduce the Constitutionaist resistance south 
of the LOC; 3) capability to protect US and · 
foreign nationals; and 4) a ~alanced US contri­
bution to, and necessary support for, the IAF.-

General Palmer ~ecommended a three-phase 
reduction: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Immediate withdrawal: 3~500 
Marines (one half afloat ; 
1,552 Army troops; and 6 Air 
Force personnel, reducing the 
US forces to eleven battalions 
ashore. 

Withdrawal within seven days: 
the remaining r1arines ( 4, 500 
men), reducing the US force 
to nine infantry battalions of 
the 82d Airborne Division. 

Withdrawal within 14 days: a 
brigade force of two battalions 
and Divisional suppo:-t troops 
(2,000 men), leaving seven US 
infantry battalions in the 
Dominican Republic. 

General Palmer concluded that the remaining US 
forces would be deployed as follo;·:s: four 
battalions would seal off the Constitutionalist 
zone;_ one battalion would be stationed·-at San ---,_,,,, ... , ____ --·-
Isidro air.field and Port Andres; and the remain-
in.g t'tro battalions would be held in ready re-
serve status, probably at the Rio Ozarna Bridge 
and the ISZ. 

C-'2S'"-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDCNREP to CDTCLANT, 
250530Z Jllay 65, JCS IN 75186. 

----·-
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1 

(Z-EXDIS-Gp 2) ~sg, Santo Domingo 1963 :o 
State, 241830Z May 65; JCS IN 74432. (i-2XDIS­
Gp 2) ~lag, Santo Domingo 1985 to State, 2519002· 
;~ay 65, JCS nr 76274. 

I 

One further political development: the USSR_ 
rene1~ed its demand in the UN Security Countil that 
the US be condemned for "aggression" against the 
Dominican Republic. ?1eanwhile, President Johnson 
ordered an FBI team into the Republic to investi­
gate the extent and nature of Communist influence 
in the crisis. 

(U) Hash Post, 25 May 65, 1 and 15. 

.7 i ~ 
0: -~- ':. 

The military situation continued calm, with the 
exception of a brief flare-up when Constitutionalist 
troops attacked the power plant, :ocated just inside 
the ISZ, and the Lo:ralist-held National Palace. To 
give better protection to the power plant, General 
Palmer recommended to the OAS that the ISZ bounda~· 
in the vicinity of the plant be extended. ' 

{/-EXDIS-Gp 3) !~sg, USCOr.IDOXREP to CINCLANT, 
2605312 May 65, JCS IN 77154. 

USCOZ.!DOMREP reported to CINC!.ANT that in re­
sponse to Secretary rr.cNamara Is telephoned instructions 
to Secretary vance at 0930, he had ordered the ~rith­
drawal of 600 US ~1arines from the 4th l·lEB to begin 
at 0800 26 !4aY. (The 600 figure approximated the 
number of Latin American troops in the IAF.) 

As a result of discussion •~ith the Secretary 
of Defense, the JCS directed CINCLANT and General 
Palmer to consult with General 1\.lvim and obtain 
his agreement for subsequent US troop withdrawals. 
The JCS also wanted General Alvi:n to state his re­
quirement for a US reserve force remaining in a 
quick reaction readiness posture !'or immediate 
return to the Dominican Republic. 

~EXDIS-Gp 3) !·lsg, JCS 2720 to CINCLlU:T 
and CO:IDOMREP, 2520232 l1ay 65. (~ -Gp 4) :1sg, 
USCOMDQr.ffiEP to CINCLA."fr, 2520472 :-lay 65, JCS IN 
·ro~+07. 
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Gpneral Palmer's 
who outlined the same 
than numbers of men. 

24 May wi thj:'awa~ !=J lan ~·::ts -?~(.c-...::-:-..: :· .. ~· G:I·:C~.::.!/:: 
plan for the JCS b~~t i!i terms cf :.ln~: ~:5 ratr~e:a 
CINCi::\~.;~ 2..:'._~':-:!d the fo:.~·:.:.·:-;:.t~:~: 

1. Immediate withdrawal: Bi.T 1/2 (now afloat); HNM 263 
(now afloat) BLT 3/6 (now ashore and to be reembarked 
in Phibron Ten and reconstitute ready Phibron, unaer 
CINCLANTFLT); 6th MEU f.eadquarters (to· be re-,embarked­
with BLT 3/6 if directed by CG ~th MEB); and miscel­
laneous army support ur.its. 

2. Withdrawal within seven days: BLT :/6; Company D, 
lst Battalion, 8th Marines;.6th MEU F.eadquarters 
(if not already re-embarked); 4th MEB Headquarters. 

3. Withdrawal within 130 days: Two airborne infantry 
battalions with appropriate reinforcing units. 

(~-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 2523142 May 65, JCS IN 16719. 

President Johnson, afte.r a "full review" of Dominican policy, 
approved a recommendation by Bundy and Vance that they return to 
Washington, thus terminating their efforts to build a broadly­
based, moderate, anti-Communist government around Guzman, and 
leaving negotiations to the OAS. Before leaving Santo Domingo, 
Bundy and Vance were ordered by President Johnson to hold summary 
conversations with Caamano and Imbert. to review the situation and 
caution restraint pending arrival of OAS representatives. Bundy 
was to depart on 26 May; Vance ~1as to remain a few days to work 
on problems relating to the IAF. 

(J(-EXDIS) Msg, Preside~t to Bundy and Vance, 25 May 65, 
CJCS files. (1-Gp 3) Msg, State Circ 2347, 25 May 65, JCS IN 
77676. 

Bundy and Vance met with Mora, Caamano and his chief aids, 
Hector Aristy and Jottin Cury, and Guzman. Bundy outlined the 
remaining obstacles to a political solution: Constitutionalist 
insistence on a return to the 1963 constitution; Constitutionalist 
demands for command of the Dominican Army; and Constitutionalist 
refusal to deal with the Communist problem. 

Caamano and his associates began by reiterating their positions 
on all these issues, but later offered the following concessions: 
Constitutionalist leaders would not seek places in the new govern­
ment; they wanted a government covering the broadest possible rangJe 
cf Dominican political opinion; they agreed to submit the 1963 · 
constitution to a referendum; and they wanted new government with 
"closest possible ties" with the "JS, based on a common opposition 
to Commu."lism. 

~-EXDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2003 to State, 2610502 May 65, 
JCS IN 77492. 

( 
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(.Z-EXDIS-Gp 2) ?t.sg, Santo Dor.1ingo 1990 to 
State, 2601302 Hay 65, JCS IN 76834. 

Nine cease-fire violations :na"'red the ge:1eral 
military calm in Santo .Domingo. US troo;;>s n~­
turned the Constitutionalist fire in two incidents. 
In view of the continued Constitutionalist attacks 
on US troops, the JCS prepared a draft joint-State­
Defense protest to the OAS/UN representatives - · 
warning that the US would "conduct appropriate re­
taliatory attacks." CJCS concluded, however, that 
with the establishment of the IAF, the recommended· 
draft had been overtaken by events, and the message 
was never sent. 

(~ NMCC OPSUM 123-65, 27 :-tay 65, 1. 
CZ'-GE__3) DJSM 616-65 to CJCS, "US Protest to 
6AS(gN regarding Unprovoked Attacxs Against US 
{;6')," 26 May 65 with attached CJCS comments, CJCS 
files. 

The build-up of the IAF continued, with 400 
additional Brazilian troops arriving, raising the 
Latin American contribution to 1,035. General Palmer 
continued to have reservations about the IAF and 
advised CINCLANT that it would be a "grave.mistake" 
to place all US forces in the Dominican Republic 
under OAS control, making unilateral action by the 
US difficult if not impossible. Re recommended 
that no more than a three-battalion brigade be 
formally assigned to the IAF• Palmer reported that 
Secretary vance, with whom he had discussed the 
matter, saw no alternative but to assign all US 
forces present to the IAF. vance believed that 
the US would have to depend on getting operational 
control of the IAF in the hands of the deputy com- _ ... _ . 
mander·as a safeguard. Palmer also noted that he 
had not received orders fo'rmally assigning US 
forces to the IAF, nor was he aware of any official 
documents on the subject. 

(.2"'-EXDIS -Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDO;.!REP to CINCLANT, 
2703212 May 65, JCS IN 78885. (.8') Telecon item, 
NMCC to White House, 2709182 May 65. 

General Palmer reported that Secretary Vance 
concurred in his \~ithdrawal plan, ::.lthough vance 
believed the timetable could be accelerated. General 
Palmer agreed 1dth Var:ce on this point and recom­
mended to CINCLANT t~at the 10,000 troops ashore 
covered by the plan be taken out over the next se\'en 
to ten days. 
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27 May 65 

_ W-i·.XDL.J-up _;) ~:~;;.::, u:xP~l~'''''lHLI' '" i'INt'l.:\i-r:·. 
270b05C: [.Jay 65, JC:3 IN "(''ll'('l. 

During the day, the a·~tual rerlepl•.'Yr:l·~n ~ ·)f 
US forces got under ':lay. By •;erbal author! ty of 
Secreta!"; Vance who 1·1as .carrying out Secr,etary 
McNamara's instructions, General Palmer be~an l·:ith­
drawal of Marine BLT 3/6. A total of q15 ~larines 
had embarked by the cn'd of tll~ rlay. ~.n a de! :l.t it,nal 
withdrawal took place as the result of a JCS wessage 
authorizing CINCLANT to return to normal operations 
Marine BLT 1/2 and HMM 263, ·plus the ships in "tih:l.ch 
they were embarked. As a result, ;;he USS Ql{in:J.wa 
and associated shipping carrying t~ese ~~its departed 
for CONUS at 1800. The JCS also authorized the 
redeployment of the 353d Tactical ~ighter Squadron 
now at Ramey AF Base. 

($-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDQ;.ifGp to CINCI.ANT, 261730Z 
May 65, JCS IN 77804. (8) Telecon item, !II1CC to 
White House, 270214Z Xay 65. ~tr-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 2883 
to CINCLANT, 262110Z May 65. \~-Gp 1) N!-1CC OPSUM 
133-65, 27 May 65, 1. 

The political situation remained stalemated, 
and, as ordered by tne President on 25 May, Bundy 
left Santo Domingo to report on the situation prior 
to the OAS Meeting of Foreign !Unisters. Secretary 
Vance remained to work on current military problems, 
including the physical control of the National P~lace 
and the security of tl:e po\'ter plan'::. His meetings 
with Imbert and Caamano, however, '.':ere largely un­
productive. 

At a press conference, Caamano listed the 
followL~g conditions for a political settlement: 
the 1963 constitution and the 1962 congress must be 
restored, the Constitutional military leaders must 
be maintained "in position of command"; a government 
composed of "democratic civilians" must be formed; 
and the "interventionist troops" must be withdrawn. 

(~ ;.1sg, Santo Domingo 1998 to State, 2603552 
May 65, JCS rn 77152. (Z-E.."<DIS-Gp 2) ~~sg, Santo 
Domingo 2017 to State, 2701122 Nay 65, JCS IN 78498. 
~EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domin~o 2022 to State, 
270510Z ~<lay 65, JCS D: 78969. {i) ~f.sg, Santo Jomingo 
2016 to State, 270045Z May 65, JCS IN 78673. (U) Msg, 
Santo Domingo 2031 to State, 271808Z May 65, JCS IN 
79911. 

As the ::"esult of OAS negotiations, a block-wide 
buffer ::one 1~as esta'olishec Nest o:' the Santo Jomingo 
;,:Jower plant. No :~regress was ::"O:~o:•ted, howeve::", on 
~he OP~ :!lan to ass~~e control of ladio Santo Jomin~o, 
a.ncl ~~erAl l'almer ..i.:lt.Qm&!d @.!'.CU.'!l' that I!ribert ha 

82 TOil el3CRET 



. l; 

no intentjon ·ur .>urrc•n.1eP1n,~ t.llc' ,;;;c,LI<•" \.:· t.l••· 
OAS until Caamano had plucer1 Gonst:~utinnalist. 
stations in OAS hands. General Palmer ~lacen 
paratroop-platoonscaround the ~anistry of Finance···'-'-'--­
and the Central Bank to :orestall any GNR move to 
obtain money or sign checks not properly author-
ized by the OAS. · 

(Z':Gp' 3) Mst, USCCMDCMREP to CINCLANT, 
2720132 Hay 65. K-EXDIS-Gp 3) Hsg, USCOMDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 2804302 May 65, JCS IN 80660. 

CINCLANT agreed with uscor.mor.ffiEP that it 
would be a "grave mistake" to place all US forces 
in the Dominican Republic in the IAF, and he recom­
mended that the US contribution be limited to a 
three-battalion brigade. He further recommende~ 
that General Palmer, as Deputy Commander IAF, should 
retain his status as USCOMDOMREP, a US commander 
with authority to employ US forces for such unilateral 
action as might be necessary. He aiso recommended 
that a clear political and military directive be 
issued the IAF, assigning it a MP/security role. 

(t'-Gp 4) Meg, CINCLANT to JCS, 271832Z Hay 6•i7~~r_,:.~;_:::: 
' . "! 

CJCS informed CINCLANT and General Palmer, ~~ 
however,. that "the U.S. would be in an untenable __ .. __ _ 
position should we withhold any sizable troop ele- "':':""­
mente from IAF commitments" since the US had initiated 
the IAF concept. CJCS noted that General Pal~er, as 

.the IAF Deputy Commander, should have operatinnal 
control of ground forces or be designated by the IAF 
Commander as Field Forces Conunander. This 1·rould give,;---­
him proper authority to control operations in tlle TJS 
interests. Jl!oreover' he be~ ieved that since t~e us_ -;--- . 

. ~·rae providing the bulk of the IAF forces General · .. ~~,... 
Palmer could exercise "powerful leverage'' to in- .. ..:.:.:. 
fluence operations. .,. , , . ~~~,c~;;<"" .;, 

Gz'-UDIS-Gp 1) i•:sg, CJC3 2997 to CINCU'.!<T and 
USCOI·ID01-ffiEP, 2722132 Kay 65. 

:.Ieanwl::!.le the IfcF conti:ouec' to <;ro·:! ·=<3 'JS! •. F' 
C-130's delivered 431 Brazi:!.i(ln troops und car:;o to 
the Dominican Republic. To neet lJgistic require­
ments, -c;1.e JCS di::-ected CSA to fill USCC!r.DONR:S.? 's 
requirernent for vehicles fer I.\F contingents. 

~-Gp 4) r.;sn-, JC.S 2986 ~o c.:.:. :=.nd CIN·:L."-...::T, 
2721192 ::.ay 65. (,.i? ':'elecon i :err., ~mcc to ·.rhi tc 
House, :2302102 Nay 65. 
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28 r1ay 65 

that they had reviel.'!eC anC. l[:;!,e~C ·~tth +-!tc .. :~11~·1.:.·:~~ 
aspects of the USCOHDCJilREP ;1l.:tn r-.f 26 i-ia~· :··~r ti:a 
phasec :::'edu~tion of -:.IS for~ea :L!~ +;'::c ::;on:l. ·.J.-~ar 
Republic. ~\ic.rir:c EL"-2 3/6 cor.'l.p1etc.-:.1 ::~t-c.r+-::1ti0n in 
Sh ip- ~" the UT""' Box'r· '~p'•ihi 'Ue ""'"!"' ·-·'-1f"'' """~-.. _ a.J ~..L ._ ~ _. ·- ,-..J.L ~- ,, •• t; ._ ._ • ._'-I..- •··•- ~•• V • .L-.=.1 

took ~'-P positions off-shore. :'her·:! \•:ere no·_,, -::J. 

total of 19,219 US military personnel re:nainin.; in 
the Dominican Republic. 

(~-Gp 3) JCSr-I-414-65 to Sec:::ef, "Porces in 
the Dominican Republic (U)," 27 Nay 65, derivec' from 
(Z'-Gp 3) JCS 2338/12-4, same sub j, 26 1-iay 65, JNF 
9128.4 (25 !'1ay 65). (According to the JCS Control 
Division, no action ~~as required 'Jy O.SD on this . 
JCSM. 1•Ir. Q.uant (ISA) reported t:'1at at:tion Nas taken 
at a higher level.) (Z) Telecon Item, NY!CC to ;-;hj te 
House, 2802102 l1ay 65. (.a') NMCC Rept, "Force status­
DOMREP," 27 May 65. 

Secretary r.Iora announced that the OAS had assumed 
control of the Dominican Central 3ank to prevent. 
"irresponsible" use of its funds 'oy Imbert and the 
GNR. ~ora cited the OAS resolution giving hL~ a 
mandate to prevent economic chaos in the Dominican 
Republic as his authority for the action. 

(U) NY Times, 29 May 65, 1. 

The State Department forwarded to General 
Palmer joint State/Defense "Regulations for the OAS 
~ter-American Force," requesting that he submit 
them to General Alvim, and that if acceptable to 
the Comu~nder, they be issued as soon as possible. 
The draft regulations 6ave the Commander operational 
control over the :AF and made him responsible for 
the performance of all functions assigned to the. 
IAF by the OAS. They authorized the Deputy Commander, 
"the alter ego of the commander," to p~rform duties 
assigned him by the Commander and to exercise full 
powers in the absence of the Commander. The regu­
lations further provided that the Commander establish 
an OAS Unified Co~mand Headquarters and des~gnate a 
chain of command for the L~, making use of the 
officers of the OAS Unified Command and the commanders 
of the national contingents in the IAF. 

(U) !t;sg, State 1273 to Santo Domingo, 28 :-lay 
65, JCS IN 81835. 

Reduction of the US forces in the Do~inican 
Republic continued wit;'1 the embarkation of 356 US 
11arines from miscellaneous un:!. ts of the 4th :·ft.EB. 
The JCS also directed CINCLANT to rrake a further 
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.or 'ii:C'R:E'l' 

29 May 65 

reduction b~t recieplo~rlng approxim~ltcly l;{'l)(.\ U;.:.. 
Army nne Alr I•'OJ'l!t) pe!':>Onncl' tilt.! l!!:l1t1 IH)d~: '"' 
d epnrt rm 2<1 ~lny. 

----· -----·-
I sl-ap 4) Nsg, JC.3 3045 :;o c .D\CLJ\N'r and 

CINCSTRIKE, 281752Z ~1ay 65. (Z -up l) NMCC 
OPSUM 125-65, 29 Hay 65; 1. 

In a speech at Baylor Un1vers~t:·, President 
Johnson urged the estaol1shrnent of "new international 
machinery" to deal with Communist subversion ant" 
revolution in the \·!estern Hemisphere. He also de­
fended the US role in the Dominican crisis and 
announced that 1,700 additional troops would be with­
drawn from Santo Domingo the next day. 

(U) li! Times, 29 r'Iay 65, 2. 

The final Brazilian contingent for the IAF arrived 
in the Dominican Republic, bringi~g the Brazilian 
force strength to 1,129 men and the total Latin 
American troop deployment to 1,562 men. Brazilian 
General Panasco Alvim arrived in Santo Domingo and 
assumed command of the IAF. At the same time 745 
of the 1,700 US Army and AF personnel ordered re­
deployed by the JCS on 28 r.tay departed the 
Dominican Republic. 

CZ) Telecon i terns, NMCC to ;{n:! te House, 
300300Z ~1ay 65 and 3009512 :-!ay 65. 

AI:lbassador :Sennett reported~ progr-ess 1.n 
rriving at a political solution.fllL. 

~--·--;7~- . . . {- ·-

'- -
Meanwhile, Santo Domingo and the 
returned to "as much normalcy as 
permit." 

c oun ti"JS ide~rly 
circumstance would 

Secretary Vance completed his mission in 
Santo Domingo and ret1.4rned to 'flashington. 

~Gp 3) Hsg, .S2.nto I'omino-o 2077 to State, 
291120Z :1ay 65, JCS n,· 825Cl. (.a-) i1sg, Santo l:'omingo 
2097 to State, 292300: :-1ay 65, JCS m 83094. 
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30 !1ay 65 

31 May 65 

- --- -- ·--

Redeployment of the :._, 700 UJ ,\rmy e1nd t>ir i•'orce 
persono:1el to CONUS bee;un the previous <1:.:ty v1as 
completed, end inc Phase I of ~he US troop tdth­
drawal and leavinc:; US troop strcnc;th. lr1 the 
Dominican Republic at 18,900. In !>rep:n•::Jti"n l'nt· 

the Phase II withdra\1al, the JCS <iirectccl Cll-ICLJ\.ll'l' 
to pre;Jare to return all the remainins !-Iarine 
units and associated S'lippi:Jg to normal ,operations 
and to expect an execute_ol:'der within 24 to 48 
hours. General. Alvirn, the IAF commander·, approved 
this withdrawal. · 

(-6 -Gp 3) Hs g, US COMDOMREP to C INCLANT, . 
3101532 !1ay 65, JCS IN 83861. (,Z'-;::XDIS -Gp 3) !•lag, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 3106362 !"'ay 65, JCS TI! 
83866. (.j--Gp 4) Hag, JCS 3142 to CINCLANT, 302343::: 
May 65. (H) Telecon Item, ~1CC to White House, 
3102002 May 65. 

To meet logistic support requirements of the 
IAF, CINCLANT requested JCS authority to introduce 
an engineer construction force of less than 300 men 
into the Dominican Republic. 

(;e-Gp 4) !1sg, CINCLANT to JCS, 3101002 May 
65, JCS IN 83703. 

The GNR refused to turn over Radio Santo 
Domingo to the OAS, as a result, US equipment 11as 
withdrawn from the station • . 

(.8) Telecon item, NMCC to Hhite House, 
3l0200Z May 65, 

In Washington a closed, informal session o{. the OAS 
MFM considered Secretary General Mora•s-·report on 
the status of negotiations in the Dominican Republic, 
"the acceptability of the IAF," and the cease-fire 
situation. Mora concluded that t:1e crP.ation of an 
ad hoc committee could be "extremely useful and 
valuaole as a complementary measure to those taken 
by the l".FM." Following· a discussion of the r.lora 
report, the !1Fl<! ::-eceived from the Brazilian delegate 
a draft resolution proposing a three-mar comm~ttee 
of prominent diplomats to see:: a ;?Jlitical solution 
to the Dominican crisis. Dis:::ussion of the Brazilian 
resolut!.on was schedul::!d for the next day. 

~-Gp 3) i(s~, State Cir-: 23?2, 010250: 
JCS m 84 332. ( u) ~r! -rir.les, l Ju:'1 65, l. 
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In "prr=;'::tration J'.::r th~ '·cc!(•p.; .':··:~:··nL ·1·1:1·>~uJt'•·d 
by the JCS on 30 I-lay, USCOHI'OioinEP '"tbt:'tl t tc,: < i l<n 
for withdrawal ::Jf :'ill us rlarinec; !.·eft in t!tc• 
I'ominican Republic (!1,100 me:o). H·· s·.t~<~e::.to:"' 
two-phase 1·ri thdra~·1al: one BLT ( 2, S50 ~:er:) to ::e;art 
on 1-3 June and the second •Jn 4-6 June. 

(Z-G~ 3) J-3 TP 29~65, 1 June 65, 
(25 :1--iay 65). · 
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1 Jun ti5 A US Army officer and two enlisted •nen were captured 
when they accidently wandered into the Constitution­
alist zone. They were turned over to the OAS repre­
sentative and returned unharmed to the ISZ. 

(:PS'-Gp 1) NMCC OPSUM 127-fi5, 2 Jun '65, 1. 

The JCS informed ·the Secreta~/ of Defense that 
they concurred in General Palmer's recommendation for 
the withdrawal of the remaining 4,000 Marines in the 
Dominican Republic by 6 June. The Deputy Secret·a~J 
of Defense forwarded the proposal to the President with 
the additional recommendation that the withdrawal of 
this force not be announced until 4 June. President 
Johnson announced at a press conference that the Marine 
BLT would be withdrawn from Santo Domingo. In conso­
nance with this announcement, the JCS directed CINCLANT 
to withdraw one of the BLTs and to expect the announcement 
of the withdrawal of the remaining BLT on 4 June. 

(./-Gp 3) JCSM-423-65, "Withdrawal of US Marine 
Forces .from the Dominican Repub_lic (U)," 1 Jun 65, derived 
from (.€-Gp 3) JCS 2338/22, same su·oj, 1 Jun 65. (;t) 
Memo, Dep SeeDer to President, 1 Jun 65, reproduced in 
JCS 2338/22. (~Gp 4) Msg, JCS 3133 to CINCLANT, 
012045Z Jun 65. All in JMF 9128.4 (25 ~Ay 1965) .. 

While US force redeployments from the Dominican 
Republic were being planned, the US continued to deploy 
certain elements to Santo Domingo. The JCS approvea a 
CINCLANT request of 30 May for an augmented US Army 
construction company, not to exceed 300 men, for the 
Dominican Republic, specifying that equal numbers or 
light engineering units there should be returned to 
normal operations in CONUS upon arrival or the con-
struction company. · 

in response to a request by General Palmer, the 
JCS approved the dispatch of three H-13 helicopters 
and three L-20 liaison aircraft to the Dominican Re­
public for use by the Brazilian contingent of the IAF.l 

~-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 3167 to CSA et al., Oll838Z Jun 
65. (/-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 3193 to CINCLANT;" 012313Z Jun 65. 

Secretary Gener~: Mora succeeded in getting Imbert 
to sign an agreement for the neutr3.lization of the 
Kational Palace ·oy the IAF. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2169 to State, 012345Z .;un 
65, JCS IN 85462. 
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2 Jun 65 In accordance with the agreement of the prev:ious c.ay, 
IAF troops began the <;.emili tarizE. tlon -of a zone arou.-:ci 
the National Palace at llOU hourE. The demilitarizat:ion 
was colll?leted at 1900 hours \..-lthout incident, and ap­
proximately 360 GNR troops, 12,000 weapons, and several 
combat vehicles were evacuated from the Palace. 

(.$) Telecon Item, NMCC to \~hi te House, G31010Z 
Jun 65. 

As recommended by Secretary General Mora on 31 May, 
the OAS Meeting of Foreign Ministers approved a reso­
lution establishing a three-man mediation committee to 
continue the negotiations being carried out by Mora 
and to provide political guidance to the IAF. The com­
mittee was composed ot Ellsworth Bunker of the US, 
Ilmar Penna Marinho of Brazil, and Ramon de Clairmont 
Duenas of El Salvador. 

(U) Dept of State Bulletin, LII, 1356 (21 Jun 65), 
1018. 

In response to the JCS recommendation of 20 May 
for a more precise statement of the IAF mission, Depu­
ty Assistant Secretary of Defense (ISA) informed the 
CJCS that the wisest course would be to accept the 
language of the 6 May OAS resolution as applicable to 
the IAF as a whole and to introduce greater military 
precision in the statements of mission of the subordi­
nate elements of the IAF. The Secretary stated that 
the JCS suggestion fo~ possible US unilateral action 
outside the IAF would have to await the developments 
in the Dominican Republic, adding that the US was 
committed to working 1-1ithin the IAF and that US mili­
tary actions should be in accordance with this com­
mitment. 

(Z) Memo, Dep AS:J/ISA to CJCS, 2 June 65, encl to 
~Gp 3) JCS 2338/19-l, "Considerations Relative to the 
Establishment of an Inter-American Force in the Domin­
ican Republic ( U)," 4 June 65. 

The redeployment of the Marine BLT (2,050 men} 
ordered on 1 June began; it was scheduled to be com­
pleted on 3 June by 1500 hours. · CINCLANT requested 
authority to return to CONUS three RF-101 aircraft, 
twelve F-104 aircraft, and the photo processing eel~ 
from Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico. 

(.2? Msg, NMCC to -.~hite House, 0310102 Jun 65. 
(£-.Gp 3) Mag, CINCLANT to JCS, 0218502 May 65, JCS IN 
<37043. 
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3 Jun 65 During the night of 2-3 June, the Constitutionalists. 
directed heavy fire at US troops in the Sans Souci 
area, east of the Rio Ozama, provoking return fire. 
General Palmer reported that tne Constitutionalists 
might be attempting to draw prolonged US fire in the 
presence of UN or other observers, and he cautioned 
his officers to be "very care:(;rl" in returning fire. 
There were also separate attacks d;rring the night on 
the army barracks and the police headquarters in the 
provincial town of San Juan de la Maguana. 

(~) Msg.l. Santo Domingo 2221 to State, 0323472 jun 
65, JCS IN 8~864. (jr) Mag, Santo Domingo 2206 to 
State, 031130Z Jun 65, JCS IN 87872. 

Meanwhile, in reply to a CINCLANT request of 2 
June, JCS directed the return to normal operations of 
one reconnaissance element (3 RF-lOls), one FIS (12 F-104s), 

. and the photo processing cell from Ramey AFB, Puerto 
Rico. · 

{.o{-Gp 4) Mag, JCS 3'Z77 to CINCLANT, 031442Z Jun. 65. 

The OAS changed the name of the Inter-American 
Force (IAF) to the Inter-American Peace Force (IAPF). 
General Palmer stressed to General Alvim the urgent 
need to publish regulations for the IAPF. Alvim indi.­
cated that he was writing a new draft of the regulations 
based on the US draft (forwarded to General Palmer by 
the State Department on 28 May) which he would submit 
to the Brazilian government. Palmer suggested that 
the IAPF regulations might have to be negotiated at 
the Washington level. 

(~-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 040445Z 
Jun 65,. 

The three-man OAS committee arrived in Santo 
Domingo to work with Secretary General Mora for a 
political solution to the crisis and to provide politi­
cal guidance and direction to the IAPF. 

~) Msg, Santo Domingo 2221 to Sta~e, 032347Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 88864. 

The Soviet Union attacked the creation of the IA?F 
in the UN Security Council. The USSR called for the 
withdrawal of all foreign troops from the Dominican 
Republic, and requested the Council to take up Consti­
tutionalist allegations of GNR atrocities. The US 
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Delegate rejected the ::>oviet charges and prate:~ ted 
that the Council had been called lnt..o nrgent :1Pnr.lon 
to provide a Soviet p:·opaganda pLatform: 'l'he C~>IIIIC tl 
also received a letter from 13 Latln American st.-1tes 
upholding the OAS action in the Dominican Republic. 

(U) NY Times, 4 Jun 65, 4. 

4 Jun 65 Mortar and bazooka fire into the Constitutionalist zone, 
allegedly from the Sans Souci area, resulted in the. 
death of a woman and a small child. 

(~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2245 to State, 050610Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 90747. 

In accordance with the JCS directive that all . 
remaining USMC units and associated amphibious shipping 
be returned to normal operations, the Marines began 
reembarkation at 0930 hours; the operation was scheduled 
to be completed by 6 June. The 2d Battalion, 325th 
Airborne Infantry, relieved the departing 4th MEB in 
the ISZ. 

(.8'-Gp 4) Mag, JCS 3338 to CINCLANT, 041247Z Jun 
65. (~ Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 050315Z 
Jun 65. (C) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 050250Z Jun 
65. 

The JCS also requested CINCLANT's comments on 
further US troop withdrawals, and on units, strengths, 
and time schedules if he favored such withdrawals. 

(Z-Gp 4) Mag, JCS 3408 to CINCLANT,· 042313Z Jun· 65. 

The OAS three-man committee met with Secretary 
General Mora, the Papal Nuncio, General Alv1m, Am­
bassador Bennett, representatives of the Inte~-American 
Human Rights Commission, and Caamano, but made no 
progress on a political settlement. Ambassador Bunker 
blamed Constitutionalist intransigence on UN repre­
sentative Mayobre who, Bunker charged, was biased in 
favor of the Constitutionalists. Bunker believed that 
the Caamano group was likely to resist compromise 
efforts as long as there was hope of UN intervention. 

(~Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2236 to State, 042340Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 90475. (~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2232 to 
State, 042130Z Jun 65, JCS IN 90315. 
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5 Jun 65 The Constitutionalists formally complained to the UN 
Security Council, charging US troops with the previous 
evening's mortar firing that killed a woman and child. 
General Palmer's investigation, however, indicated 
that no US mortars or heavy weapons were fired and that 
no US or any other IAPF troops were involved. 

(Z-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domin~o 2257 to State, 052325Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 91532. (~-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to 
CINCLANT, 052001Z Jun 65, JCS IN 91540. 

The special three-man OAS co~~ittee met with Imbert 
and other GNR members. The committee also expressed 
its intention to have further talks with Guzman the 
military leaders of both sides, "third position'' ele­
ments, and the Latin American diplomatic corps. Mean­
while, representatives or the Inter-American Human 
Rights Commission inspected GNR and Constitutionalists 
prisons and reported to Secretary General Mora that GNR 
prison conditions were worse than Caamano's because of 
over-crowding, but they round no evidence of deliberate 
mistreatment. They also visited Santiago and San 
Francisco de Macois to investigate charges of GNR atroci­
ties. 

~-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 2257 to State, 
052325Z Jun 65, JCS IN 91532. 

6 Jun 65 During the night of 5-6 June, the 82nd Airborne Division 
initiated a plan to increase the illumination in front 
of its positions, thus making it more difficult for 
snipers to fire into the ISZ. The Constitutionalist 
government protested to the UN and to Secretary General 
Mora that US troops were setting up military equipment 
and barbed wire within the Constitutionalist zone. 
General Alvim explained the operation to Mora and re­
affirmed the right of the IAPF to take such action to · 
protect its forces. General Palmer, however, ordered 
the work discontinued until the IAPF's liaison officers 
could discuss it with Caamano. 

(~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2280 to State, 071850Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 92887. (~-EXDIS) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLAN~, 
080405Z Jun 65, JCS IN 93441. 

All remaining US Marine Corps personnel reembarked 
and departed the area of the Dominican Republic, thus 
completing Phase II of USCOMDOMREP's withdrawal plan. 
The strength and composition or the IAPF was then as 
follows: 
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UNITED STATES FORCES IN DOMREP 

US ARMY 

HQ. USCOMDOMREP 
82d Abn Div 
Non-Divisional Troops 

TOTAL US ARMY _ 

~ 

Hq CTF 121 (Advon) 
507th TAC Cent Gp and 

Supporting Units 
Det 1st Air Commando Wg 

TOTAL USAF 

US NAVAL FORCES IN AREA 

Unit 

Combatant & Support Ships 

311 
7,549 
4,385 

12,245 

18 

561 
8 

On Station 

18 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCES IN DOMREP 

Brazil 
Costa Rica 
El Salvador 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 

TOTAL LATIN AMERICAN 

1,129 
21 
3 

250 
159 

1,562 

(~) NMCC OPSUM 181-65, 7 Jun 65, 3-4. 

The special OAS committee continued its efforts 
to achieve a political settlement. It met with Imbert, 
who emphasized the apolitical charact~r of the GNR 
and the Constitutionalist's record or·refusing to 
negotiate. The committee also met with Caamano, who · 
stressed his willingness to step down for a leader whq 
would rule under the 1963 constitution. The committee 
also talked with Latin American ambassadors and with 
UN Representative Mayobre. 

Ambassador Bennett reported t~at Juan Bosch con­
tinued ~o broadcast speeches over the Constitutionalis~ 
radio system. Bennett noted that 3osch was trying to 
boost Constitutionalist morale, claiming that he had 
"millions or su~porters in us who feel their govern­
ment did wrong. ' 

~) Mag, Santo Dcmingo 2278 to State, 071148Z Jur. 
65, JCS IN 92625 and 2269 to State, 062330Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 92164. 

~cp 8 FQR2! 
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7 Jun 65 Although the Dominican contend:ng forces remained 
quiet, the IAPF increased its military activities. .1\.t 
1100 hours it conducted a show of force, airlifting by 
helicopter two rifle platoons of the US 32nd Airborne 
Division to reinforce a roadblock i~ the city. The 
platoons remained in position for one hour before being 
redeployed to San Isidro. The IAPF also ordered 
Brazilian Army and Marine forces to relieve elements of 
the 82nd Airborne Division in the eastern part of the 
ISZ, thus placing the eastern part of the ISZ and the 
National Palace entirely in Brazilian hands. Deciding 
that guarding the embassies was a police mission, the 
IAPF relieved the 82nd Airborne Division of such duty, 

;-. 
' 

8 Jun 65 

except in the case of the US Embassy. · 

The IAPF also made some progress in negotiating 
with the Constitutionalists to neutralize the electric 
plant and to allow tankers to discharge at their normal 
terminal on the east bank of -the Rio Ozama. 

(.e'-Gp 4) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 080440Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 93442. (~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2278 to 
State, 071148Z Jun 65, JCS IN 92625. (~-EXDIS) Msg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLA1~, 080405Z Jun 65, JCS IN 93441. 

[ 

,, _ _. 

(.I!') Mag, Santo Domingo 2294 to State, 082315Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 94779. 

The IAPF continued its "show of force" in Santo Domingo. 
One bat·tery of the 82d Airborne Division· occupied two 
positions in the LOG, simulated fire missions, and then 
withdrew. In an unrelated incident a truck carrying 
three US soldiers blundered through a Brazilian check 
point into Constitutionalist zone and was captured. 
Caamano announced that the men would be released the 
next day. A USAF C-130 flying over Santo Domingo was 
fired on by Constitutionalists using automatic weapons, 
but was :10t hit. 

' 

(~-Gp 4) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 080440Z Jur. 
65, JCS IN 93442. (j!-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
090514Z Jun 65. (Z) Msg, Santo Domingo 2294 to State, 
082315Z Jun 65, JCS ni 94779. ~) Msg, Santo Domingo . 
2308 to State, 091145Z Jun 65, JCS IN 95319. 
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9 Jun 65 

The JCS, concerned with further depluyments ~nd 
withdrawals of US forces in the Dominican Republic, 
autho::oized CINCLAl'l"T, subject to coor.dination 'nith the 
Ambas3ador and Nith the Commander, IAPF, to deploy the 
29th Ordnance Detachment (approxi::tately 49 pe::-sons) to 
the Dominican Republic. The JCS also approved a pro­
posal of USCOMD011REP, concurred in by CINCLANT, to 
modify the plan for withdrawal of US forces from the 
Dominican Republic. USCOMDOMREP recommended reducir.g 
the number of men to be withdrawn in Phase III to 
approximately 1,525 (instead of 2,000). The JCS recom­
mended to the Secretary of Defense that General Palmer 
be authorized to discuss Phase III withdrawals with 
General Alvim and with the OAS Committee during 9-12 
June, and to execute Phase III on or about 13 June 1965. 

(Z:.Gp 3) JCSM-443.,.65, "Forces in the Dominican 
Republic (U)," 8 Jun 65, encl to (.,8-Gp 3) JCS 2338/23< 
same subj, 9 Jun 65, JMF 9128.4 (25 May 65). (;r-Gp 4; 
Mag, JCS 3586 to CINCLANT, 082300Z Jun 65. (The JCS 
recommendation was overtaken by JCSM-476-65, see 18 
June.) 

In an afternoon speech to his followers, Caamano 
repeated the demands previously laid down by the Consti­
tutionalists as conditions for a political settlement. 
Ambassador Bennett reported that the tone of his speech 
reflected the increasingly aggressive Constitutionalist· 
attitude recently noted by obse~ers. 

~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2307 to State, 090740Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 95225. 

The Constitutionalists released unharmed the three US 
military personnel {one officer and two enlisted men) 
who had strayed into their zone on the previous day. 

(~-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 100433Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 96339. 

General Palmer informed CJCS by telephone that 
Ambassadors Bennett and.Bunker were opposed to any 
overt move to withdraw additional US forces until 
after 14 June, the sixth anniversary of the abortive 
CUban-sponsored invasion against Trujillo and the 
anniversary of the fo~ding of the APCJ. As a result, 
CJCS authorized General Palmer to discuss "on a quiet 
basis" with General Alvim the Phase III withdrawal 
plan, avoiding decisions or publicity until after 14 
June. 

( K-Gp 3) JCS 2338/24, "Phase III w~ thdra1-ral of 
F~r~s from .the. Dom1n~C&ll Repl.WJ;!c !.d~ JMF 9128.4 
(25 May 1965). (2(-Gp 4) Msg, CJCS 3646 to USCOMDOMRE? 
ana ~' 09223B'Z J"un 65. 
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A hopeful sign occurred in the political ::;ltuatlon 
when the GNR signed a pledge to respect the Anerican 
Delegation on Rights and Duties of Man.of 1948 (Caamano 
had s:Lgned the pledge the previous day). This encourag;i._1g 
development was overshadowed by Constitutionalist reporcs 
charging the GNR with a series of executions of prisone~s 
between 22 May and 5 June at Haras Nacionales, north of 
Santo Domingo. The Constitutionalists !}rovided Chair-
man Bianchi of the Inter-~~erican Human Rights Com­
mission with a map sho~ring the grave sites of t1tenty, 
and possibly more, prisoners shot by the GNR. Bianchi 
visited the sites, but stated that he was unable to find 
positive evidence without digging. 

(..2') Msg, Santo Domingo 2322 to State, 101144Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 96899. 

10 Jun 65 The military situation remained calm in Santo Domingo 
while Constitutionalist charges of GNR prisoner exe­
cutions dominated the news reports. The Constitution­
alists captured a US soldier when he inadvertently 
crossed into their zone, but he was released later in 
the day. IAPF negotiations with the Constitutionalists 
for the expansion of the ISZ around the Santo Domingo 
power plant broke down. liithout this expanded buffer 
zone, General Palmer was unwilling to risk passing 
that facility to the control or Latin American troops. 

(~) Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, ll0940Z 
Jun 65, (~IS-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCL~, 
ll0350Z Jun 65, JCS IN 97986. 

In response to CJCS instructions of 9 June, General 
Palmer discussed with General Alvim the withdrawal of 
two battalions of the 82d Airborne Division (Phase III 
or USCOMDOMREP's plan for US troop withdrawal approved 
by the JCS on 27 May). General Alvim was reluctant to 
reduce the US force until the political. future of the 
Dominican Republic was more certain, and he suggested 
withdrawal of the battalions to Puerto Rico rather than 
to CONUS. General Palmer informed CINCLANT that there 1 
would be some merit to a two-stage withdrawal of the · 
battalions first to Puerto Rico and later to CONUS. 
Palmer also suggested 1·/ashington-level pressure on non­
participating Latin knerican countries for contributions 
to the IAPF. 

(~Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 102205Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 97726. . 

Chairman Bianchi of the Intar-American Human Rights 
Commission requested :rom GNrt Fore~gn Minister Vicioso 
infor:nation relating ""o Cons-citutionalist charges of GNP. 
prisoner executions. The GNR had ordered a thorough 



investigation to avoid a repetition of similar acts, 
but denied responsibility for them, blaming a small 
group of armed civilians. Meanwhile, .Secretary 
General Mora instructed the OAS Secretariat to send 
a special mission of three criminologists to Santo 
Domingo to investigate the executions and i~formed 
UN Secretary General U Thant of his action. After 
visiting the atrocity area, UN representative Mayobre 
reported to U Thant that he saw indications of recent 
executio~s,· and he called for a co:nplete pathological 
and technical investigatior. of tr.e site. Throughout 
the day, GNR sources presented the IAHRC with information 
of Constitutionalist atrocities during the early days 
of the revolution. 

(21 Msg, Santo Do~ngo 2346 to State, 1104422 Jun 
65, JCS IN 97965. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2351 to State, 
1107272 Jun 65, JCS IN 98104. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 
2344 to State, 1104292 Jun 65, JCS IN 97966. ~ Msg, 
Santo Domingo 2352 to State, 1106532 Jun 65, JCS IN 
98109. (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 2348 to State, 1106182 
Jun 65, JCS IN 98047. 

In anticipation of Soviet attacks in the UN 
Security Council on this matter, .the State Departmer.t 
prepared to denounce atrocities by both sides and to 
point out to the Security Council that this would be 
the inevitable result if the IAPF and the OAS withdrew 
from the Dominican Republic. To support this ·position, 
the State Department requested Ambassador Bennett to 
submit details on atrocities by both groups for in­
clusion in a statement for a meeting of the Security 
Council. The Department also instructed Bennett to 
appeal to both sides to honor their pledges to respect 
human rights and to give every assistance to the IAHRC. 

~ Msg, State 1408 to Santo Domingo 
JCS L~ 97329. ~ Meg, State (unnumbered) 
Domingo, 10 Jun 65, JCS IN 99834. · . 

10 Jun.65, 
to Santo 

Although its efforts were overshadowed by the 
charges of GNR atrocities, the special OAS three-man 
committee continued to seek a political sol~tio~. The 
committee met with the Imber~ and Caamano groups and 
found the latter to be nervous, irritable, and "of­
fensively intransigent" on the constitutional issue. 
The Constitutionalists refused t~e committee's request 
to reopen the banks a~1d to reestablish public services 
in the Constitutionalist zone. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2357 to State, llll22Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 98557. 
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Ambassador Bunke~ info~ed t~e SecretarJ· of 
State that intensive investigations of the past ;·1eek 
had cor.vinced him tha·~ a political formula meeting __ U3 
"requirements" and ac~eptable to the various factions 
in the Dominican Repu':llic HOuld 'Je "virtuall;,; imooss:..cle 
"CO achieve." He concluded that :;he only solution to 
the current political impasse was the formation of a 
provisional government of tecr~icians to serve until 
the people could elect. ~ permanent government und<:!r 
the supervision of the OAS. 

(~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, santo Domingo 2323 to State, 
101630Z Jun 65, JCS IN 97155. . 

There was no progress in political negotiations and 
little military activity in the Dominican Republic. 
A battalion of the IAPF Latin American Brigade relieved 
the 2d Battalion of the US 325th Infantry in the west 
central section of the ISZ (from Avenida Maximo Gomez 
to Avenida Alma Mater). In compliance with IAPF orders, 
US troops secured two areas northeast of Santo Domingo 
reported to contain graves of GNR execution victims. 
In one area they found a burned ~ody and a skull. The 
troops also searched two additional locations, but with­
drew when they found no graves. 

(.l.'-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 120410Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 99695. 

CINCLANT requested JCS approval for the redeploy­
ment of 214 US personnel from support units no longer 
required in Santo Domingo. He also a ought standing 
authority to redeploy, when appropriate, individuals 
in limited numbers from miscellaneous units. 

CINCLANT submitted the following comments on 
General Palmer's 10 June suggestions relating to the 
Phase III withdrawal: 1) the two battalions should _ 
be returned to CONUS as soon as possible after 14 Jun~; 
2) there was no significant advantage in the interim 
location of the battalions in Puerto Rico; and 3) he 
saw no objection to raising with the OAS the question 
of US/Latin American force levels in the IAPF, but . 
thought that there was little possibility of additiona~ 
contributions. 

(.e') Msg, CINCLA};"T to JCS, 112044Z Jun 6:;. (.8"-Gp 4) 
Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 112016Z Jun 65, JCS IN 99109. 

In response to rumors of impending country-wide 
Constitutionalist violence on 14 June, the OAS Com­
mittee authorized Ger.eral Alvim to send IAPF detachments 

T2P ~iQitE? 

---- ---·- --- - .. - 0-- ---------- ------ ------ ·- ----------- .... -- ---



into the interior of the country if serious, uncon­
trollable incidents should occur. 

($) Msg, Santo Domingo 2404 to State, 140630Z. 
Jun 65, JCS IN 11233. 

-
The OAS committee met with UN representative Mayoore 

and later with members of the Latin American diplomat!: 
corps in Santo Domingo, but there was no progress in the 
negotiations for a political settlement. Both sides 
remained intransigent, the Constitutionalists denouncing 
any formula based on a new interim government and nation­
al elections. CINCLANT reported that Constitutionalist 
demonstrations were scheduled for 14 ~une. There were 
also reports concerning the circulation of an APCJ docu­
ment calling on the people to prepare for an armed 
struggle throughout the country. 

(~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2364 to State, 112355Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 99353. ~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2378 to State, 
121155Z Jun 65, (jr-Gp 1) Mag, CINCLANT to USCOMDOMREP, 
120100Z Jun 65, JCS IN 99757. 

While in agreement with Ambassador Bunker's 10 
June ideas for the formation of an interim government 
in the Dominican Republic, the State Department con­
cluded that it would be "extremely difficult to hold 
general elections within the time available this year." 
The Department requested Bunker's estimate of the 
prospects for the formation of an interim government 
and of the time required to obtain the necessary 
agreements for its installation. 

~EXDIS-Gp 2) Mag, State 1427 to Santo Domingo, 
11 Jun 65, JCS IN 07444. 

12 Jun 65 Public excitement increased in anticipation of 14 June 
demonstrations. Throughout the day Santo Domingo was 
filled with reports, radio broadcasts, and rumors of 
violence planned by the GNR and the Constitutionalist. 
The GNR tightened security throughout the country and 
arrested a number of radical leftists. Ambassador 
Bennett reported a noticeable sharpening of the Consti­
tutionalist anti-US line, not only in.its radio and 
press, but also in statements by Constititionalist 
officials and PRD leaders. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2386 to State, 122350Z J~~ 
65, JCS IN 10548. ~Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo 2393 to 
State, 131110Z Jun 65, JCS IN 10859. ~-Gp 1) Mag, 
CINCLANT to USCOMDOMREP, 130148Z Jun 65, JCS IN 10663. 
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GNR troops interfered wlth two IAPF MP patrols ln 
the northern part of Santo Domingo. US officials re­
ported that the GNR were apparently .challenging the 
right of the IAPF troops to move outside the I3Z, the 
LOC, and base areas. The IAPF made it clear to the G~R 
that it reserved the right to move forces anywhere in 
the Dominican Republic as required by its mission. 

(~) Telecon Item, NMCC to White House, 1311022 
Jun 65. 

A quiet Santo Domingo braced for violence in connection 
with the 14 June anniversary of the APCJ. Ge~eral 
Palmer ordered all US units in the ISZ and the LOC to 
assume an increased state of readiness and placed the 
2d Battalion, 504th Airborne Infantry, on a three-hour 
standby alert at San Isidro to provide a second rapid­
reaction force for the 82d Airborne Division. The OAS 
three-man committee confirmed in writing its previous 
authorization to General Alvim for the dispatch of IAPF 
detachments to the interior should serious disorders 
occur. 

(~-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 140345Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 11199. ~) Msg, Santo Domingo 2408 ~o State, 
141140Z Jun 65, JCS IN 11429. 

A GNR rally in Santo Domingo drew a large and 
enthusiastic crowd, which entered the ISZ with IAPF 
approval and marched to the OAS headquarters at the 
Hotel Embajador where it was greeted by Secretary 
General Mora. In a ·.series ot' speeches conspicuously 
lacKing any anti-US tone, Imbert and other GNR leaders 
s_tressed their devotion to democracy and anticol!llllunism. 
A Constitutionalist rally scheduled for the same day. 
was postponed until 14 June at the reported ins~stence 
of the APCJ. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2400 to State, 132330Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 11147. ~) Msg, Santo Domingo 2403 to State, 
140405Z Jun 65, JCS I:! 11207. (Z-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 140429Z Jun 65. · 

In Washington, rormer Dominican President Balag~er 
informed the State Department of his support for an 
"administrative" government for the Dominican Republic 
and suggested that informal approaches should be made 
to other nations that might support such a government. 

~) Msg, State 1433 to Santo Domingo, 13 Jun 65, 
JCS I:{ 11249. 
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14 Jun 65 Despite the many rumors of violence schedule(i fur· 1'~ 
June, Santo Domingo was relatively calm. Constitution­
alist forces fired on Brazilian Marine positions along 
the eastern boundary of the IS2 at midnight 13-14 June. 
After a sporadic exchange of small arm fire, a Consti­
tutionalist representative apologized to IAPF Head­
quarters stating that the firing had been a mistake 
and that Constitutionalist policy was not to ~ttack 
any Latin American troops. In the first· incident of 
its kind, a booby-trapped jeep exploded in the early 
morning when the driver started the engine. Sever. 
civilian~ were killed in the blast, which occurred in 
the northern section of the city. 

~ Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, l503402 Jun 65. 
~ Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1505302 Jun 65. 

Deputy Secretary Vance directed General Palmer 
by telephone to discuss with General Alvim on 15 June 
Phase III withdrawal of US troops (2 battalions of the 
82d Abn). 

~ Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CI~CLANT, 150530Z Jun 65. 

A Constitutionalist rally, postponed from the 
previous day, drew an enthusiast~c crowd of about 
8,000. The speeches were anti-American in tone and 
demanded violence. Caamano called on the people "to 
fight with him to the end or until we win, without 
one step backward."' 

~Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 2414 to State, 
1501502 Jun 65, JCS IN 12324. 

Ambassador Bunker informed the State Department 
that the emphasis of the OAS three-man .committee's 
propoa·als for a political solution in the Dominican 
Republic should center on an agreement for elections. 
He feared that another attempt to create a provisional 
government without prior agreement to the election 
principle would embroil the committee in the same 
disputes over personalities and politics that had 
plagued previous efforts. He added that in putting 
forward the election proposal the committee would also 
urge the immediate establis~~ent of an apolitical 
government for the interim period. To provide such a 
government with the necessary legal authority, the 
committee had been consideri!'lg an "institutional act'' 
to spell out prerogatives and functions. Bunker hoped 
to have the agreement of the committee to this pro­
posal by 16 or 17 Jur.e and to present it to Imbert, 
Caamano, and the public on the next day. 

~EXD!S-Gp 4) ~g, Santo Dor.11ngQ ~5 to St-a.t:J> .. 
l40430Z ~~ 6?, 3CS IN 11218. 
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15 Jun 65 At 073C hours Constitutionalist troops opened fire 
on US Cavalry Reconnaissance ele~ents screening the 
Rio Ozama and at 0750 on US forces in the LOG with 
small arms, machine g'ms, mortars, tank gu:;s, and 
bazookas. At General Alvim's directicn, US troocs 
advanced from their positions around the powe~ ~iant. 
At 1100 they extended the LOG two blocks west and 
four blocks south to out-flank the main source of fire 
and to provide a buffer zone arour.d the "powe~ plant. 
Having been outflanked, the Constitutionalist wi thdre~l 
several olocks. At 1225 the Constitutionalists fired 
on Brazilian positions in the ISZ and at the National 
Palace. At 1645, again at General Alvim's direction, 
US troops advanced several blocks against little_ 
resistance. At 1730 the OAS Committee approved Gener­
al Alvim's actions and granted the IAPF authority to 
retain the approximately 30 block area acquired in 
the t~Io-phase operation. The day's operations cost 
the IAPF 2 US KIA, 28 US WIA, and 1 Brazilian 't/IA. 
Constitutionalist losses were estimated at 77 killed 
and 45 wounded. 

(Ar-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
l60725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. ~-ZXDIS-Gp 3) ~sg, 
USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 170650Z Jun 65, JCS IN 15908. 

UN representative Rikhye, who, General Palmer 
reported "had a particularly busy day trying to sabotage 
the OAS," was in the Constitutionalist zone during the 
early morning attack and tried to "sabotage" the OAS 
by sending a flash message to the UN repeating Caamano's 
charge that "North American" forces had started the 
fight. Rikhye Justified the hasty report on the 
grounds that he supposedly could not get in touch with 
General Alvim, General Palmer, or the OAS Committee. 
Rikhye appeared at General Alvim's headquarters about 
1300 with an offer to mediate between the Constitution­
alists and the IAPF. Alvim informed him that mediation 
was not a.responsibility of the UN, but of the OAS, 
and that the cease-fire was between the Imbert and 
Caamano forces. 

(~-ZXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
160725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. 

General Alvim reported the attacl< to the OAS Co:n­
mittee and requested that it protest to the Consti­
tutiona:ists this "flagrant" cease-fire violation. 
The Committee approved Alvim's actions, au~norized 
the IAPF to retain the extension of the LOC, and for­
warded General Alvim's report to the UN Secretary 
General. Meanwhile, Caamano and Aristr, broadcast 
statements charging "savage aggression' by inter­
ventionist forces and vowing to fight to the end. 

(U) Msg, San"o DoJlingo 2~26 to State, l52140Z J·.t.:: 
o5, JCS IN 13717. (-87 Msg, SJ.nto ::Jomingo 2443 to State, 
1..'312o8z J'<m 65, JGS IN i4SQL 
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The GNR took no part in the u3.y's action, ana 
Imbert denied Constitutionalist charges that t.~o GNR 
frigates had fired on their zone. 

(~-Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 2438 to State, 
160250Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14994. · 

Because, of the s~tuation in Santo Domingo, General 
Palmer did not raise the question of reduction of US 
forces with General Alvim, as Deputy Secretary Vance 
had requested the previous day. General Palmer hoped 
to discuss the subject with Alvim in the near future 
when "an auspicious time" presented itself. Mr. Vance 
agreed. 

~EXDIS-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
160725Z Jun 65, JCS IN 14310. . 

16 Jun 65 At 1530 hours Constitutionalist forces opened heavy 
fire against US troops in the area south of the power 
plant. US forces held fire unti: the OAS Committee 
had adJourned its meeting with Caamano in the Consti­
tutionalist zone at 1700 hours. At 1900 hours the 

· Constitutionalists fi~d on Brazilian troops in the 
Palace area and along the eastern boundary of the ISZ. 
US forces suffered 1 KIA and 4 w:A during the day and 
Brazilian casualties totalled 4 iHA. 

~-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 170650Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 15908. (~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2459 ~o 
State, 162320Z Jun 65, JCS IN 15478. 

General Alvim submitted a detailed report to the 
OAS Committee on the 15 June violations. The Com-· 
mittee forwarded the report to the UN Security Council, 
stating that the defensive measures adopted by General. 
Alvim had been discussed and approved by the Committee 
prior to their initiation; that the IAPF would hold the 
new position established on 15 J'.llle pending satisfactory 
assurances from Caamano that such violations would not 
recur; and that the GNR had not oeen involved in the 
15 Ju.'"le actions. 

(U) Mag, Santo Domingo 2450 to State, 161830Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 15119. 

CINCLANT concurred in General Palmer's proposal 
for the organizatio~ of a battalion headquarters and 
a headquarters company capable of controlling three 
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17 Jun 65 

---------

separate Latin American infant;ry c:ompani~s ltl the 
Domin~can Republic. CINCLANT requested the JCS to 
provide the necessary equipment for the headquarters 
when it was approved and manned by the· o~s. 

At the same time the JCS oraered 
the USNS GEIGER to normal operations. 
been lying off the Dominican Republic 
evacuation of US troop·s. 

the return of 
'I'he GEIGER had 

to assist in 

(~Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 1603142 
Jun 65, JCS IN 14251. ur-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 
162104Z Jun 65, JCS IN 15387. (;(-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 4034 
to CINCLANT, 1621102 Jun 65. 

The OAS Committee met with Caamano and Imbert. 
Dbert pledged that his forces would abide by OAS 
w1~hes and refrain from attacking Caamano under any 
circumstances. Ambassador Bunker reported that Caamano, 
although maintaining that US troops had started the 
firing on 15 June, was still amenable to a negotiated 
solution. Because the negotiations were at a critical 
stage, with the Committee planning to announce its 
scheme for a oolitical solution in the next 24 hours, 
Bunker and General Alvim asked General Palmer to try 
to maintain quiet for the next 48 hours. 

(~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2459 to State, 162320Z Jun 
65, JCS- IN 15478. (ir-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
170650Z Jun 65, JCS IN 15908. 

The Soviet delegate proposed that the UN Security 
Council go to Santo Domingo for an on-the-spot exami­
nation. US representative Yost told the Council that 
the Soviet proposal would only make the OAS task in 
the Dominican Republic more difficult. Yost called 
the Constitutionalist attack the most flagrant and 
serious violation of the OAS cease-fire to date and, 
like the Soviet complaint to the Security Council, had 
been timed to follow the Constitutiqnalist rally of 
14 Ju.'1e. 

(U) NY Times, 17 Jun 65, 18. 

After the heavy firing of the previous two days, Santo 
Domingo was relatively calm. In consonance with Bunker's 
effort of the previous day, Gene~al Palmer ordered US 
forces to return fire only when absolutely necessary 
US troops returned fire only twice during the day. In 
another incident, two US soldiers were captured when 
they strayed into the Constitutior.alist zor.e. Caamano 
offered to exchange them for 30 of his t;roops detained 
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by the IAPF, but General Palmer was in no hurry to 
arrange the release of the two soldiers since they 
were captured through their own misconduct. It was 
imoorta!'1t, he said, not to let the incident influence 
the impending OAS negotiations. 

~EX'JIS-Gp 3) Msg,· USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
180200Z J~l 65, JCS IN 17246. (;(-Gp 4) Mag, USCOMDOMREP 
to CL"{CLANT, 180258Z Jun 65, JCS :i~ 17348. (U) Msg, 
Santo Do~ 1go 2470 to State, 171315Z Jun 65, 

General Palmer requested CINCLANT to deploy immedi­
ately one tank platoon (5 tanka) with appropriate head­
quarters, service, and maintenance elements to the 
Dominican Republic. The advantages of a US tank pla­
toon in the IAPF would: increase combat power; add 
capability in street fighting; provide greater psycho­
logical influence; and be useful in combined arms 
training. The presence of the tank platoon would also 
aid in persuading General Alvim to accept a further 
reduction of US forces in the Dominican Republic. 

~Gp 4) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 171627Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 16538. . 

CINCLANT requested JCS authority to redepl~y the 
A/229 Assault Helicopter Company to CONUS. 

(~-Gp 4) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 171902Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 16964. 

General Alvim again protested to the OAS Committee 
the unprovoked Constitutionalist attacks of 15-16 _June, 
and the Committee passed the protest on to the UN. 
Meanwhile, General Palmer reported to CINCLANT that the 
APC~which was not fully under Caamano's-control, was 
responsible for the'l5-16 June firing in Santo Domingo. 

(U) Msg, Santo' Domingo 2480 to State, 182010Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 17168. ~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to 
CINCLANT, 180200Z Jun 65, JCS IN 17246. 

18 Jun 65 The OAS Committee presented ita propooal for a political 
solution to the Dominican crisis.to Caamano at 0930 
and to Imbert at 1100 and then released it to the press. 
The proposal provided for the following actions: 
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~- General Elections under VAS supervision 
1'1ithin six to nine months. 

2. Opportunity for all leaders of democratic 
political parties abroad to return to the 
Dominican Republic and to participate in 
the elections. 

3. Immediate termination of the armed struggle 
·with the return of all members of the 
regular armed l'orces to tt.eir barracks and 

·the dissolution of irregular forces. 

4. Surrender to the OAS of all arms in the 
hands of the civilian population. 

5. Resumption of the nation's normal economic 
life. 

6. Formation of a provisional government to 
serve until the elections and preparation 
of an institutional act to serve as a pro­
visional charter until the people could 
decide the constitutional issue in a con­
stitutional assembly to meet after the 
election. 

To carry out this program, the OAS Committee pro­
posed: the creation of. a new OAS electoral commission 
to work with the Dominican Central Electoral Board in 
organizing and supervising the Dominican elections; 
the continuation of the Inter-American Commission en 
Human Rights'in the Dominican Republic to assure re­
spect for political rights throughout the electoral 
period; and the immediate establishment of an expanded 
program of economic and technical assistance for the 
Dominican Republic. 

(~ Msg Santo Domingo 2500 to State, 1822252 Jun 
65, JCS IN 1S572. (~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2475 to 
State, 1800052 Jun 65, JCS IN 17089. . 

Reaction of both sides to the proposal was 
cautious. Caamano characterized the plan as contaiping 
"positive elements," but requested three or four days ! 
to study it. He also requested withdrawal of IAPF 
forces from the advanced positions taken along the LOC 
on 15 June. Imbert stated that his government could 
accept "almost all of the proposal" although some points 
would require further discussion. 

(~ Msg, Santo Dom~nso 2496 to State, 1316352 
Jun 65, JCS IN 18075. ~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2497 to 
State, 1820192 Jun 65, JCS IN 18310. 

The State Department was concerned that t~e OAS 
proposal did not deal with the Comnunist problem, but 
Ambassadors Bunker and Bennett noted that existing 
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Dominican laws made Communist parties lllet';a.l ~uu chat 
they "plan to make certain" that the Comrnittee 's "insti­
tutional Act" of the interim government would retain 
t.hose laws. Further, they would try ·to ir.fluence 1:he 
committee to exert in:'luence on the new OAS electoral 
commission to assure an "anti-Communist viewpoint." 
\'lith regard to the question of whether Communists 
could stand for elect~on as candidates of non-Communist 
parties, the US Ambassa:dors "intend" that the "insti­
tutional act" woulC1 permit the deportation of known 
Communist:::.. "We alsu mean to see' II they reported to 
Washington, that the provisional government was composed 
of "firm anti-Communists." 

~EXDIS-Gp 1) Msg, State 1478 to Santo Domingo, 
18 Jun 65, JCS IN 17624. ~EXDIS-Gp 1) Msg, Santo· 
Domingo 2490 to State, 1810102 Jun 65, JCS IN 17639. 

Meanwhile, in response to General Palmer's re­
quest of the previous day, CINCLANT sought JCS authority 
to deploy one tank platoon with appropriate headquarters, 
service, and maintenance elements to the Dominican 
Republic. 

The JCS informed the Secretary of Defense that 
efforts should be continued to obtain General Alvim's 
agreement to the withdrawal or two US airborne bat­
talions (Phase III withdrawal) from the Dominican 
Republic. The JCS saw no advantage in General Alvim 1s 
suggestion that the two battalions be located in Puerto 
Rico on an interim basis, nor did they favor discussion 
of US-Latin American force levels within the IAPF with 
the OAS in Washington. The JCS also recommended ap­
proval of CINCLANT's 11 June recommendations for immedi­
ate redeployment of 214 support personnel no longer re­
quired in Santo Domingo and for standing authority to· 
redeploy limited numbers of support personnel in excess 
of requirements in the Dominican Republic. 

(~Gp 4) Mag, CINCLANT to JCS, 181548Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 18030. (lf-Gp 3) JCSM-476-65, "Phase III With­
drawal of Forces from the Dominican Republic (.Q1," 
18 Jun 65, derived from ~Gp 3) JCS 2338/24, same 
subj, 15 Jun 65, JMF 9128.4 (25 May 65), (For SecDef 
reply see 23 Jun 65.) 

The Constitutionalists released the two US soldiers 
captured the previous afternoon. 

~ Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINC~ANT, 190330Z Jun 65. 

General Palmer infor.T.ed CINCLili~ that three battalions 
of the 82d Airborne Livision 1-1ere in a training stat-.ts 
with no current operational mission and that a fourth 
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20 Jun 65 

21 Jun 65 

battalio:J at ~an Isia~o coulu be relieved ~y Jomlniua~ 
forces. Although Gen~ral Alvim did not favor further 
US fo~ce reductions pending agreement on a political 
solution, General Palr:;er intended ''to persevere" with 
him on this subject. 

(~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
2002522 Jun 65, JCS IN 20122. 

Reaction to the OAS proposal of 18 June was cautious. 
Caamano announced his intention to negotiate on the 
basis of the proposal, stating that the proposal 
"could resolve the Dominican political problem peace­
fully." PRD sources agreed that the Constitutionalists 
had accepted the proposal in principle and predicted 
a PRD victory in the elections. There was no further 
GNR comment since the Imbert statement of 18 June, and 
GNR military leaders were also noncommittal, awaiting 
Constitutionalist reaction to the proposal. 

(Jr-Gp 3) Msg, Sa~to Domingo 2517 to State, 200015Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 20277. {~ Msg, Santo Domingo 2524 to 
State, 210055Z Jun 65, JCS IN 20696. ~) Mag, Santo 
Domingo 2532 to State, 210550Z Jun 65, JCS IN 21131. 

The OAS committee continued its consultations with 
Dominican leaders on the formation of an interim govern­
ment. It met with the civilian members of Caamano's 
negotiating team and informed them that once a pro­
visional government had been formed, the IAPF would be 
reduced to the minimum necessary to maintain peace in 
the pre-electoral period. 

(~-Gp 4) Msg, Santo Domir.go 2555 to State, 
221850Z Jun 65, JCS I~ 23276. (~-Gp 3) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 2552 to State, 221345Z Jun 65. 

The Constitutionalists accused US forces of looting 
~,d drunken behavior in their zone, or confiscating 
all groceries in the possession of anyone attempting 
to enter the zor.e, and of harassir.g civilians. Gener­
al Palmer declared these allegations false. 

(~ Msg, Santo Domingo 254'7 to State, 220115Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 22349. 

General Palmer discussed with General Alvim the 
desirability of reducing US forces in the IAPF, but 
Alvim was opposed to any further US withdrawals prior 
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-::o a political agreement. i\lvim a!!;reeu, hO~Jeve1·, 

that once a poll tical agreement 1-1as achieved, the 
IAPF could be reduced to: 1) a US brigade force of 
tnree airborne infant:-y battalio:ls, one_ l05mm howitzer 
artillery battalion, one air mobile company, one combat 
engineer company, and one ~edium tank pla-::ocn, ~lus 
appropriate signal, ~edical, and (liP elements; 2) a 
Latin American brigade of one Brazilian Army oattalio,, 
and two composite Latin-American battalions; 3) a US 
logistic command appropriate to the total IAPF and 
certair. other US forces, such as psywar, special :'or-:es, 
civil affairs, and M?s,.necessary for a balanced IA?~. 
Both Palmer and Alvim agreed that the Dominican Re­
public might remain unstable for several years and 
that IAPF troops might have· to remain longer than. the 
proposed six- to nine-month period pending elections. 

(Z) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 220250Z Jun 65. 

General Palmer also recommended to General Alvim 
the institution of vehicular IAPF patrols into the 
Dominican countryside. He proposed that daylight 
patrols with positive radio communications be sent 
out in three directions from Santo Domingo (east toward 
La Romana, north toward Santiago, and west toward 
Barahona) with the purpose of 3howing the OAS flag, 
sampling popular sentiment, supporting law and order, 
and exercising the right of IAPF to unlimited access 
in the Dominican Republic. 

(~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
220515Z Jun 65, JCS IN 22304. 

Deputy Secretary Vance approved the JCS recommendations 
of 18 June for the i~ediate redeployment of 214 sup­
port personnel no longer required in Santo Domingo and 
for standing authority for CINCLANT to redeploy support 
personnel in excess of requirements in the Dominican 
Republic. 

CINCLANT while concurring in General Palmer's 22 
June recommendations on troop reductions in the Domin- , 
ican Republic, stated that serious consideration should· 
be given to delaying the withdrawal pending some posi­
tive indication of early acceptance of the OAS proposal, 
and that it was not necessary tc place the withdrawn 
battalions on short reaction time at Ft. Bragg. 

( ~ Memo, Dep SecDef to CJCS, "Phase III 'di th­
drawal of Forces from the Dominican Republic (~," 
23 Jun. 65, JMF 9128.4 (25 r1ay 65). (Later summarize? 
in (Z) lst N/H of JCS 2338/24, 25 Jun 65, same file.) 
(~&XDIS-Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 231947Z Jun 65, 
JCS IN 24908. 

TO? SECRET 

·- ------ --· - . --~-- ----- -------- -.---- ·-------- ----- -- --· 



24 Jun 65 

•.. Sante Domingo, Caamano :net witn the l);\:i Com­
mittee and presented nis reply to its proposa: for a 
political solution. He reconunend.ed the following 
:nodifications: 1dthdrawal of the IAPf' ;10t later -:han 
:me mor.th after the Llstallation of the provi~ionai 
government; reincorporation of all Constitutionalist 
military personnel into the armed forces at their 
previous ranks; surrender of all arms to the pro­
visional government rather than to the OAS; and in­
clusion of the "Economic and Ethico-Social gains of 
the ~eople" (the heart of-the 1963 cnnstitut~.cn) in 
the 'Institutional Act" and ratif.i.catio:l of the Act 
by the "Present Congress" (apparently the Bosch 
Congress of 1963). Caamano also requested ar.~esty for 
his followers to include freedom from ~enal responsi­
bility for all actions connected with 'recent events'' 
except for common c~imes. Ambassador Bennett conunented 
that the Constitutionalist reply, while submitted in 
the form of modification to the GAS proposal, embodi::d 
all the conditions consistently advocated by the Consti­
tutionalists as indispensable to a political solution. 

~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2568 to State, 232315Z 
Jun 65. 

Later in the day, the Committee met with Imbert 
to hear his reply to the proposal. Imbert offered "to 
expand (the GNR'S] membership or install consultative 
commission," and he suggested the following c:<anges in 
the GAS proposal: elections to be held in nine :nonths; 
immediate withdrawal of the IAPF upon the adoption of 
the proposal; reincQrporation into the armed forces of 
only those who had not violated t~e military Code of 
Justice; surrender of all arms collected by the OAS to 
the Dominican armed forces within 15 days; "desirability'' 
of deporting Conununists; and the adoption of a consti­
tution before the elected government took office. Am­
bassador Bennett noted that the GNR, like the Consti­
tutionalists, tried "to save most of its previous ~o­
sition," but its response seemed "less forthcoming' 
and had a marked vindictive tone. 

(~) Msg, Santo Domingo 2577 to State, 241130Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 25761. 

The JCS authorized Ge:neral Palmer to discuss ·.·rith 
General Alvim the withdrawal of US forces from the 
Dominican Republic on the scale, and according to the 
schedule, recommendec by Palmer on 22 June. The JCS 
also directed the immediate redeployment of the 214 
support personnel no longer req~i~ed in Santo Domingo 
and redeployment, on a continuiLg basis, of lL~ited 
numbers of support personnel in excess of requiremer.ts. 

(~-Gp 3) l-1sg, J CS 
241506-2 Jun 65. (Z-Gp 
24200GZ Jun 65. 

4502 to CINCLAN? and USCOrillOMREP, 
3) Msg, JCS 4526 to CINCLANT, 
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Ir; a separate :<ction, the JC:.:i requesteC! the 0ec;.·e­
tary o!' Defense 1 s approval ·or CI:-l'CLANT 1 s 17 June reco.tr­
mendation for the return of Company A, 229th Assault 
Helicopter Battalion, to the CONUS. 

~-Gp 3) JCSM-495-65, "Redeployment of Company A, 
229th Assault Hel1cotJter Bat-calion ~.Q'?," -24 Jun 65, 
derived from (~Gp 3) JCS 2338/26, 'Redeployment of 
Company A, 229th Helicopt~ Battalion from the Domi~­
ican Republic (U)," 22 Jun 65, JioiF 9128.4 (17 Jun 65). 

In San Francisco de Macoria; a g:::-oup of armed civil:!.ans 
overran the national police station and attacked the 
army barracks at the edge of the city. Heavy firing 
took place throughout the morning, but oy afternoon, 
the GNR reported the situation under control. US 
helicopters flew an IAPF inspection team to San 
Francisco de Macoria, but the team received little co­
operation from the local police and military author~ties. 
General Palmer reported that 100 armed civilians had 
participated in the attack and that 8 had been killed 
and 37 wounded. Ambassador Bennett informed the State 
Department that available intelligence indicated heavy 
Communist involvement in the attack. 

In Santo Domingo, mobs of up to 3,000 persons 
looted warehouses and stores in the Constitutionalist 
zone. Ambassador Bennett reported that another 3,000 
persons passed through one checkpoint into the Consti­
tutionalist zone with empty bags, apparently to join 
the looters. 

(Z) Msgs, Santo :>om'ingo 2600 to State, 252245Z 
Jun 65, JCS IN 28114; 2613, 2cll4CZ Jun 65, JCS IN 
38950. (~-EXDIS-Gp'3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
2604052 Jun 65, JCS I~ 28621. ~-Gp 2) Msg, Santo 
Domingo 2619 to State, 262330Z Jun 55, JCS IN 29437. 

In accordance with the JCS instructions of 24 
June, General Palmer discussed with General Alvim the 
question of further·US troop withdrawals from the Domin­
ican Republic. As result, they agreed to the following: 
an announcement on or about 3 July, that a two-battalion 
brigade of the 82d Ai:::oborne Division (1,400 men) would 
be withdrawn from the Dominican Republic; completion 
of the withdrawal of one of the battalions on or about. 
10 July; and an indefinite withdrawal date for the second 
battalion. The date set for the ~'1 thdrawal of the second 
battalion would depend on the sttuation at the time of 
the withdrawal of the first battalion. 

(;(-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 2523302 
Jun 65, JCS IN 28195. 
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Go;;~n2nt.:.:.l16 co c;le E.:tate 0epa::."'t:-:-tent o~·. '=:~2 variou:3 
forms of provisional government ti1at the OAS Co::-.mittee 
:night suggest, Ambassador Bunker favored a government 
headed by a single executive, since Dorr.inicar. experie;;ce 
had proved the collegiate fom of' gover:1ment :.nsatis­
factOI'"'J, and recommended against a provisional co:Jgres:o 
or legislative council. He favored, therefore, a pro­
visional government with a president, a non-political 
cabinet, and an advisory committee of.eminent persons 
and technicians. 

(~-LIMDIS) Msg, Santo Domingo 2612 to State, 
260630Z Jun 65, JCS IN 28875. 

In Santiago, Police fired into a rock-throwing crowd 
and wounded three civilians. There were similar inci­
dents in the northern towns of Gurabo, Licey, and 
Pimentel, resulting in three deaths. Ambassador Bennett 
reported that an "uneasy peace" reigned in towns where 
the Constitutionalists had been active; military and 
police patrols were much in evidence and a curfew was 
being inforced. 

(~LIMDIS) Mag, Santo Domingo 2629 to State, 
271155Z Jun 65, JCS IN 29823. (8) Msg, Santo Domingo 
2631 to State, 272310Z Jun 65, JCS IN 30072. · 

The Paraguayan contingent (183 personnel) for the 
IAPF arrived in Santo Domingo and was placed under the 
operational control of the Latin American Brigade. 

(~-Gp 4) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 'Z{0102Z. 
Jun 65, JCS IN 29544. 

The Dominican countryside was tense but quiet, with 
the exception of an incident at Lorna de Jeua where 
four. Constitutionalists were killed. ·.In Santo Domingo, 
looting continued in the Constitutionalist zone, but 
General Palmer reported that Caamano's troops were 
trying to control the looters. 

The IAHRC team of criminologists, investigating 
alleged atrocities in the Dominican Republic, reported 
the discovery of five more bodies near the GNR Victoria 
Penitentiary. 

~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2638 to State, 281130Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 30415.. (.eoeEXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP tJ 
CINCLANT, 280253Z Jur. 65, JCS IN 30161. (U) Wash. ~. 
28 Jun 65, 12. 

In the political pause follo1·1ing the first rou.1d 
of ta.L.:s on tbe OA.S.o;.r~.o.saJs ~Dr4~y.jsjor;i!J~v.em­
ment, Ambassador Bunker submitted a lengthy assessment 

112 'I'Ci' SF Ci'A'il-



TOP 8F.JCREI 

28 Jun 65 

---~---

of the s·~c:..:.:..":':.::~-: t.c t.~:e ~tate Uepartrr.e!:L. r)unKer 
concluded that the Corrunittee's 18 June proposal was 
still the best available solution. He considered the 
GNR' s refusal to stand aside iil favor of a ~r-ovisior:al 
government the major difficulty facing the Corrunittee, 
but he ·:fas encouraged oy repcrts t~at a new prov::.sicr:al 
government was acceptable to the GNR military leaders, 
and he hoped they would exert pressure on Imbert to 
step do·tm. He added, however, that the GNR military 
leaders were "as anxio.us as Imbert for a solution by 
force," and they feared ...Imbert 's removal "could oper: 
way for their own." Bunker believed, therefore, that 
restructuring the military establisrunent was essential, 
but he saw no prospects for radical changes in the mili­
tary leadership in the near future. He considered the 
GNR's dependence on US financial assistance a source of 
"major leverage," but he expected to use this leverage 
only if "absolutelynecessary." He reported that the 
Constitutionalists were still resisting the OAS pro­
posal on the issues of communism, the control of the 
milita~J, and popular approval of the Institutional 
Act, but he thought that these problems could be re­
solved once a provisional government was established. 
The Committee had concluded that Hector Garcia Godoy 
was the best choice to head the provisional government; 
and Bunker stated that if Garcia would give the Com­
mittee a firm commitment on "handling the Communist 
problem," a provisional government might be established 
during the next week. Bunker planned to schedule 
elections nine months after the provisional government 
took office with campaigning restricted to the last 
three months of that period. 

~-EXDIS) Mag, Santo Domingo 2628 to State, 
270530Z Jun 65, JCS IN 29668. 

Looting continued in the Constitutionalist zone of 
Santo Domingo, and Caamano's troops fired tear-gas 
grenades into a crowd of 400 persons. The Constitution­
alist radio blamed the looting on persons infil~rated 
by the GNR. 

~Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo 264& to State, 
282330Z Jun 65, JCS IN 31201. 

CINCLANT concurred in 25 June proposal for the 
withdrawal of a two-battalion brigade (1,400 men) of 
the 82d Airborne Division. 

At the same time, the Secretary of Defense asked 
the Secretary of the Army if it would be possible to 
replace the 82d Airborne Division ·oattalions in the 
Dominican Republic with nonairborne battalions. 

\.8"=-EXDIS -Gp 3) Msg, CINCU.N'I ;;o CJCS, 2812402 Jun 
65, JC.S IN 30583. (;h, Memo, .)eci•ef to Under SecAr:ny, 
28 Jur. 55, encl to (~-Gp 4) JCS :e338/29, "Dei?loyment 
of US A~y Troops in the Domir:ican Republic (J),n 1 Jul 
65~ .Jl.!F 9l.28.-4 ~ 22 J"un 651. (~i" .l.'nlty ~iy - i ..J"~l;,:: 
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The State I:eparl:ment agreed wtth Ambassador• 
Bunker's 27 June assessment of the Dominican situ­
ation. On the Communist issue, the Departmenl: in­
structed Bunker to stand firm against Constitution­
alist demands for a "no-deportation" guarantee, legal 
recognition of the APCJ, and laws which might impede 
control of Communist subversion. The Department con­
sidered Hector Garcia Godoy acceptable !f the Com­
mittee decided to propose him as president. With re­
gard to Imbert's sensitivity about stepping down, the 
Department suggested that the Committee obtain a 
commitment from the provisional government to issue a 
statement as its first off-icial act, praising Imbert' s 
services. 

~-Gp 2) Mag, State to Santo Domingo, 282300Z 
Jun 65. 

Former Dominican President Joaquin Balaguer arrived 
in Santo Domingo and announced his support for the OAS 
proposal calling on the Constitutionalist and GNR 
leaders to step aside for a provisional government. He 
pledged his party's cooperation in the formation of the 
provisional government, but stated that he would not 
take office in that government since that would dis­
qualify him for high office in the elections to follow. 

481 Mag, Santo Domingo 2645 to State, 282230Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 31090. (U) NY Times, 29 Jun 65, 1. 

The Deputy Secretary of Defense approved the JCS recom­
mendation of 25 June for the retu~ of Company A, 229th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion, to the CONUS. As a result, 
JCS authorized CINCLANT to return the unit to normal 
.operations. 

~ Memo, Dep SecDef to CJCS, "Redeployment of 
Company A, 229th Assault Helicopter Battalion ~." 
29 Jun 65, attached to (~-Gp 3) JCS 2338/26-1, 30 Jun 
65, JMF' 9128,4 (17 Jun 65). (..i--Gp 3) Mag, JCS 4798 
to CINCLANT, 292156Z Jun 65, 

In response to an Assistant Secretary of Defense, 
ISA, request, the JCS reviewed the current force ob­
jectives listed in JSOP-70 for a possible restructuring 
of the Dominican armed forces; The JCS concluded that 
the objectives for Dominican forces listed in JSOP-70-­
development of a small, effective joint service counter­
insurgency force capable of reinforcing the national 
police in maintaining civil order and combatting guer­
rilla insurgencies--provided a sound basis for re­
building the Dominican military forces once order was 
restored. The JCS added that the development of a 
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separate, unified constabulaJ•y-type for·,~e would 
strengthen the power of the military estsbltshment 
vis-a-vis the civilian government; they .considered 
such a force unnecessary, provided the pollee and 
military forces were adequately equipped and trained. 

. . . 
. ~-Gp 4) JCSM-500-65 to SecDef, "Dominican 

Republic Military Forces (-u)," 29 Jun 55, derived 
from (..g"-Gp 4) JCS 2338/21-1, same subJ, 18 Jun 65, 
JMF 9128.4 (21 May 65) •. 

30 Jun 65 In reply to the repeated requests that IAPF lines along 
the LOC be withdrawn to pre-June 15 positions, the OAS 
Committee informed Caamano that IAPF forces would retain 
"for the present" their current positions. The Com­
mittee cited the following justification for its de­
cision: the vital importance of maintaining the securi­
ty of the IAPF in light of the casualties sustained in 
past weeks; the IAPF responsibility for observance of 
the cease-fire; and the need for unimpeded functioning 
of the city's power plant, which was included in the 
15 June LOC extension. 

~ Msg,,Santo Domingo 2673 to State, 302400Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 3~45. 

USCOMDOMREP recommended to CINCLANT strength and 
organization figures for US units to perform peace-
keeping functions as part of the IAPF during the period 
of a provisional Dominican government, pending CAS-
powered elections, and to advise and train the Domin-
ican Armed Forces during the same period. General Palmer 
recommended the retention of 6,744 US officers and men. 
in the Republic: 1) an airborne infantry brigade of 
three infantry battalions, one artillery battery, one 
engineer companr. one reconnaissance platoon and one 
tank platoon; 2) one air mobile company, and 3) a lo­
gistical support element to support the ~ntire IAPF. . ... ,_.~ .. 
General· Palmer also recommended a command organization- .... .,._,,._·~ 
for the residual force consisting of a CG and head-
quarters, USDOMREP, to assume both the long term mission 1 
of USCOMDOMREP and the tactical command of US forces in 
the Dominican Republic. (CINCLANT referred USCOMDOMREP's 
recommendations to the JCS on 26 July. For his own 
comments see item, 28 July.) · 

(~-Gp 4) Ltr, USCOMDOMREP USFDR-CG to CINCLANT, 
30 Jun 654 attached to (~Gp 4) JCS 2338/32, 3 Aug 65, 
JMP 9128. (26 Jul 65). 
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Meanwhile, in Sar.to Domingo Secretary General 
Mora and Alexander Firfer, Director of the AID mission, 
signed an agreement whereby AID gran~ed the OAS $17_ 
million for emergency and recovery programs in the 
Dominican Republic. The OAS Committee stated that up 
to $8 m1llion would be used for emergency public salary 
payments with the remaining $9 million available for 
recovery programs in both the public and.private sectors. 

~ Mag, Santo Domingo 2664 to State, 300600Z Jun 
65, JCS IN 33463. (U) NY Times, 1 Jul 65, 11. 
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1 Jul 65 

2 Jul 65 

3 Jul 65 
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The Acting Secre-cary of the Army i:1for:ne<.i tile :)ecre­
tary of Defense· that his staff was preparing a plan 
for a "~ailored army contribution" to the IAPF 
consisti~g of a 3500-~an US Army B~igade with ~n 
additional force support element of about 4,700 tro0ps 
for se~1ice support of the entire IAPF. This support 
troop fi~ure was based on an assumed 5,vUU-man Latin 
American contribution to the IAPF. Since a Latin 
American commitment of this magnit·~de see'rr.ed unlikely, 
the Acting Secretary txplained that the force support 
figure would be revised_ later. 

<zr Memo, Acting SecA~y to SecDef, "US Army 
Force for Peacekeeping Role in Dominican Republic (U)," 
en.cl to {.8'"-Gp 4) JCS 2338/30, same sub j, 7 Jul 65, 
JMF 9128.4 (22 Jun 65). 

Constitutionalists attacked the police headquarters at 
Ramon Santana, northeast of San Pedro de Macoris; two 
police and two attackers were killed, and three police 
were wounded. Ambassador Bennett reported that with 
this exception the Republic remained calm. 

(Z) Mag, Santo Domingo 22 to State, 030550Z_Ju~ 
65, JCS IN 375d4. 

The OAS committee presented Imbert and Caamano 
a draft of a proposed institutional act for the interim 
government. The draft act included the following pro­
visions: elections for president, vice president, a 
national congress, and municipal authorities to be 
held nine months after adoption of the act; a three­
month political campaign to precede the elections; the 
convening of a constitutional asse~bly within four 
months of the elections, with the new congress decidir.g 
the compoaltion and functions of the assembly. The 
institutional act was to remain in effect until the 
new congress acted to amend or replace it, pending 
final approval of a constitution by the constitutional 
assembly. 

(~-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 030510Z 
Jul 65. 

President Johnson announced that tl'fO battalions of 
the 82d Airborne Division (1,400) men would be with­
drawn from the Dominican Republic. The President said 
that he had ordered.the withdrawal on the advice of 
Generals Alvim and Palmer and with the concurrence of 
the OAS Committee. 

(U) NY Times, 4 Jul 65, 12. 
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6 Jul 65 

In reply to General Palmer's 17 June request 
for the deployment of a tank plato:>n (7 tanks) to 
the Dominican Republic, the CJ cs .!.;1formed CINCLANT 
that tha JCS were "re:::.uctant tJ in-croauce these 
weapons, particularly at this time." General 'dheeler 
added, nowever, that the desirability of deploying a 
tank platoon would be reconsidered when further re­
duction of US forces ~n.the Dominican Rep~blic appeared 
appropriate. 

~Gp 4) Mag, JCS 5165 to CINCLANT, 031555Z 
Jul 65. 

A US MSTS tanker entered the Rio Ozama to deliver fuel 
oil for the Santo Domingo power plant. Although the 
OAS refused a GNR offer of naval protection, a GNR 
corvette accompanied the tanker to dockside and then 
stationed itself at the inner ber.d of the river with 
manned guns pointed at the city. The OAS committee 
and Secretary General Mora protested this action to 
the GNR, and the corvette was withdrawn. The tanker 
discharged its fuel and departed without further inci­
dent. 

The US Embassy reported that .Santo Domingo was 
rife with rumors or impending GNR military action 
against the Cpnstitutionalists, and mortar shells 
landing near a church in the Constitutionalist zone 
·and injuring three persons gave credence to the rumors. 
The OAS Committee directed an IAPF investigation or 
the incident. In a separate move the OAS met with 
GNR military chiefs and Garcia Godoy in further efforts 
to produce a provisional government. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 51 to 3tate, 060604Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 39d86. (~LIMDIS) Mag, Santo Domi~go 53 to 
State, 060700Z Jul 65, JCS IN 39944. 

The IAPF continued to grow. Paraguay agreed to: 
contribute a 29-man communications platoon to the IAPF 
in addition to the Paraguayan co~bat contingent already 1 in Santo Domingo. · 

(-6') Mag, Santo Domingo 51 to State, 060604Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 39886. 

Heavy firing broke out at 2300 against the Latin American 
IAPF forces along the eastern perimeter of the ISZ. The 
Latin American troops returned fire and the exchange 
continued for a half hour, but no casualties were re­
ported on either side. Constitutionalist headquarters 
charged that GNR agents had started the firing, but ar. 
IAPF investigation determined that the Constitutional.!.sts 
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7 Jul 65 

.. ·-·~---· 

had inscigated the incident. Ambassador Sennett 
reported that the a,ttacks might have haci. several 
purpoe.es, but he believed that the .Constitutionalists. 
wanted primarily to test the morale and reliability 
of the Latin American troops. 

Both the Constitutionalists a~d the GNR vresented 
to the OAS Commission proposals for a constitutional 
act. USCOMDOMREP reported that the Constitutionalist 
draft, based almost e:r.C'lusive1.y on the 1963 Consti­
tution, 'would ·keep 'the Bosch regime in exiate:1ce; 
would allow no deportation of any individuals from 
the country; would·require the IAPF to leave within 
one month; and would require the integration of all 
Constitu~ionalist military into the Dominican services 
at their Constitutionalist appointed rank. General 
Palmer commented, that the Constit~tionalist draft was 
"unacceptable," and he expected the OAS to so inform 
Caamano. 

General Palmer added that the GNR draft act 
remained within the spirit of the OAS proposals. Of 
particular importance the General noted, the GNR pro­
posal included a provision keeping the police under 
the control or the armed forces. 

(~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
072348z Jul 65, JCS IN 42419. . 

At 0100 hours Constitutionalists threw a grenade and 
fired 20 rounds at 82d Airborne Division positions in 
the center of the LOC. US troops returned the fire, 
but no casualties resulted. Later in the day, the 
Constitutionalists released a us soldier WhO r~d 
wandered into their zone the previous evening, 

~-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 072348Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 42419. ~ Mag, Santo Domingo 72 to 
State, 080537Z Jul 65, JCS IN 42667. . .. . . . . . ....1'tllb4·-~ .. _J.' 

The IAPF investigation of the 5 July charges of 
mortar shelling or the Constit~tionalists zone indi­
cated that no mortar rounds were actually detonated. 
An examination of she:l fragme:1ta from the alleged 
firing proved that the shells had :1ot been fired 
recently. General Palmer concluded that the Consti­
tutionalists had fabricated the story of the shelling 
to enlist UN and world support. 

~-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 072348Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 42419. 

~he OAS Committee continued meetings with Domir.ican 
leaders of all political factions to discuss its pro­
pOi!~ institu.t!-one.l .a-ct. 
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9 Jul 65 

In response to runbassador Bunker's request, General 
Alvim postponed the institution of daily IAPF re­
connaissance patrols into the inte:-ior of the country 
until the OAS commit~ae could consider the political 
irnplica~ions of such action and give appropriate 
guidance on the matter. 

(.g'} .Mag, Santo Domingo 95 to State, 092130Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 45438. 

The OAS committee formally proposed to Caamano 
the names of Hector Oarcia Godoy and Eduardo Read 
Barreras as Presiden~ and Vice-President of the pro­
visional government. After a meeting with his Consti­
tutionalist colleagues, Caamano announced that an 
"important" decision had been made, but would be re­
viewed at another meeting of-Constitutionalist leaders 
before being announced to the people. 

(Z-EXDIS) Mag, Santo Domingo 88 to State, 090453Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 44202. ~-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 91 
to State, 090519Z Jul 65, JCS IN 44277. (Garcia Godoy 
was a career diplomat who had been appointed Foreign 
Minister in the short-lived Juan Bosch Government. He 
was also a successful business man, the head of the 
Dominican tobacco industry, and despite his many years 
in the Dominican foreign service ~~der Trujillo was 
considered by all a non-political figure. (From NY 
Times, 4 Sep 65, 6.)) . -:-

•• < 

The OAS commission of criminologists completed its 
investigation of atrocities in the Dominican Republic. 
Its final report constituted a strong indictment of 
the GNR for noncombatant killings. In view of the 
current.critical stage of political negotiations, 
however, the OAS Committee requested that the uAS not 
publish the report at this time. Consequently, the 
commission merely announced that it had submitted its 
report to Washington. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 80 to State, 081750Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 43578. ~Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 91 to 
State, 090519Z Jul 65, JCS IN 44277. 

Mortar firing from the northe~ area of Santo Domingo 
was reported. ~ round exploded in the LOC and three 
in the Constitutional~st zone. One Dominican civilian 
was wounded in the LOC; there were no US casualties. 

:n accordance with the President's 3 July an­
nouncement, the first of two battalions of the 82d 
Airbo~e Division began withdraw~r.g from the ~ominican 
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10 Jul 65 

Republic with an estimated comnletion date of 11 July. 
\Hthdrawal of the second battaiion and a br-:!.gade head­
quarters was "tentatively" scheduled-to begin on 12 
July. 

~ NMCC OPSUM 159-65, 10 Jul 65, 1. 

The OAS Commission listened to the first reactior.s 
of the Dominican factions to the Commission's propoaec 
composition of the provisional government. Imbe~t and 
other GNR leaders "expressed unhappiness" with Garcia 
Godoy as provisional president and questioned the need 
for a vice president. Imbert submitted a list of 21 
possible candidates, and told the OAS Committee that 
he was still considering turning the government over 
to the military. 

The Constitutionalists accepted Garcia Godoy and 
Read Barreras but with reservations. Before final 
accept~,ce they wanted to learn the candidates' views 
on the OAS draft institutional act and on a Consti­
tutionalist counter-proposal then being prepared on 
"constitutional provisions." 

(~-Gp 2) Meg, Santo Domingo 103 to State, 1005252 
Jul 65, JCS IN 46122. . 

A crowd of civilians attacked three national policemen 
when they attempted to make an arrest in the LOC. One 
of the policemen panicked and fired into the crowd, 
wounding two persona. US forces broke up the fight; 
in the process one of the policemen was wounded. 

The IAPF investigated the 9 July mortar incident, 
but was unable to fine the firing site or determine 
the identity of the mortar crew. Both Imbert and his 
military leaders denied involvement. 

~EXDIS) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 110150Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 46799. 

kmbasaador Bennett reported on the latest develop­
menta iD the OAS Commission's quest for a political 
solution. The Commission met with GNR and Conati­
tutional1stmil!.tary a:1d political leaders during the 
day. Bennett noted that the GNR military chiefs had 
said they would support Garcia Godoy as provisional 
president if agreement was reached on the following: 
a disposition of the Constitutionalist officers ac­
ceptable to the GNR; retention of command by the 
present GNR military chiefs until the elected ;overr.­
ment took office; and deportation of all Communists. 
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Imbert had repeated i1is conten;;ion that a gove.:'!lme.ot 
(the GNR) alread.y existed. At ar.y rate, an ag:::-eement 
on the Institutio:1al hCt must preceec the establish­
ment cf a provisional government. He added, r.owever, 
that he was "not against" aarcia Godoy as provisional 
president, but that before the installation of the pro­
visional government it was essential tp resolve the 
situation in the Constitutionalist zone and the dis-. 
i:osition of the Consti~utiona.list military and the 
'hardcore" Communists. Caamano and his group had no 
objection to an early meeting with the Committee and 
Garcia Godoy to consider the remaining problems. 

(~) Mag, Santo ~omingo 114 to State, 110545Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 46924. 

11 Jul 65 As the result of continuing incidents in the ~OC be­
tween civilians and GNR police, the IAPF increased 
its MP and reconnaissance patrols in the LOG, routing 
al~ GNR police vehicles around the LOC through the 
northern part of the city. 

($-EXDIS-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
120109Z Jul 65, JCS IN 47410. 

The 1/508 Airborne Infantry Battalion, 82d Air­
borne Division, completed its withdrawal from the 
Dominican Republic. This left the IAPF with the 
following force strength: 

US Army 
USAF 
MAAG 

Total 

UNITED STATES FORCES 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCEs· 

Brazil 
Costa Rica 
El Salvador 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Paraguay 

Total 

10,490 
429 
3~ 

1,146 
21 
3 

250 
156 
183 

1,759 

~ NMCC OPSUM :60-65, 12 J~l 65, 3. 
Gp 3) USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 120109Z Jul 
47410. 

~-EXDI.S-
65, JCS :N 
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12 Jul 65 The OAS Committee and Garcia Godoy met with the GNR 
and Constitutionalists factions ·in separate meetings. 
Imbert presented the Committee a memorandum containing 
the same points he and his military chiefs had enumer­
ated on 10 July. Caamano submitted a 28-point "general 
agenda" as a basis for further discussions. Caamano 
responded favorably to the suggestion that military 
representatives of both sides meet with the Committee 

14 Jul 65 

to work out details of the amnesty, provisions involving 
the armed forces, and the ~urrender of weapons. 

' . 

~Gp 3) Msg, Santo Demingo 136 to State, 130615Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 48763. . 

Ambassador Bunker informed the State Department. 
that "many di-fficult problems" remained to be negoti­
ated in Santo Domingo, and he was not "sanguine" that 
matters would be resolved by 4 August when the Inter­
American conference met in Rio de Janerio. He stated 
that "it would be highly undesirable for the Rio 
meeting to be confronted with major unresolved aspects 
of the Dominican situation," and he recommended post­
ponement of the conference. 

~ Mag~ Santo Domingo 126 to State, 122042Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 4~360. 

The IAPF initiated four joint IAPF/GNR police patrols 
in the LOC. Each patrol consisted of one vehicle with 
US and Honduran MP's and a second vehicle with GNR 
police. The Constitutionalists immediately protested 
to the OAS Committee. 

Two Brazilian soldiers of the IAPF "inadvertently" 
strayed into the Constitutionalist zone during the day 
in a jeep, and were captured. Later, the soldiers 
were released with their equipment, including the jeep. 
The Constitutionalists had retained the arms and vehi­
cles of captured IAPF personnel in previous similar 
incidents. 

~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
15011Bz Jul 65, JCS IN 51516. 

General Palmer relieved the Headquarters of the 
3d Brigade, 82d Airborne Division, and the lst Battalion, 
505th Airborne Infantry, of all assigned missions, in 
preparation for redeployment to CONUS. 

(TS) NMCC OPSUM 163-65, 15·Jul 65, 1. 
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15 Jul 65 

16 Jul 65 

19 Jul 65 

20 Jul 65 

The Paraguayan cnmrnun:.catlt'n'' nl:J.toon ( ;·"·' "l'.'" :u,o! 
equipme!lt) arrived in Santo i'•o;nlnJ<:O. 'l'he,;e :,J<.tl­
tional troops raised che number or P~rrtrcuayan:> 
serving w1 th the IAPF to a total oJ' 212; 

·-
~ NMCC OPSUM :6uL65, 16 .7u1 65, l. 

·~· ·-=-~·'!"•...:..·--·-

The Headquarters of the 3d Brigace, 32d Airbo~ne 
Divisio!1 and the lst Battalion, 505th Airborne I:1far.try, 
began departing for CONUS. A total of 751 personnel 
and 170 vehicles were to be returned to CONUS by a 
combined aiX:lift and seali{t to be completed on 21 .:-i.4lj·. 

~ NMCC OPSUM 165-65, 17 Jul 65, 2. 

UN Security Council President Morozov Slli~oned 
the Council to meet on 20 July to consider the situ­
ation in the Dominican Republic. Morozov called the 
meeting at the request of Rube!l Brache, the repre­
sentative of the Domi~ican Constitutionalists, who 
had charged the IAPF with backing the GNR i::'l a "plan 
of aggression." Meanwhile, the UN Secretary General 
reported to the Counc~l that the situation in the 
Dominican Republic was "potentially explosive," and. 
was becoming worse because of economic paralysis and 
military repression. 

(U) NY Times, 17 Jul 65, 3. 

In accordance with the JCS authorization of 29 June, 
the Provisional Helicopter Company, 82d Airbor::1e 
Division, assumed the duties of Company A, 229th 
Assault Helicopter Battalion, which began loading 
aboard the LSD SPIEGEL GROVE at Raina for redeploy­
ment to CONUS. 

~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
200246z Jul 65, JCS IN 57873. 

Approx:Lnately 20 rounG.s of 8lm:n mortar fell on the 
Constitutionalist zo:1e near the eastern part of the 
LOC at 0205, killing one civilian and wounding another. 
The alleged source of the firi:1g was the GNR-held 
~orthern section of Santo Domingo. Two IAPF investi­
gating patrols questioned eye 'llitnesses who claimed 
that the firing came from the .:Iaiti School, north of 
the LOC. The patrol also found fragments of several 
8lmm rounds. The incident was reported to the OAS 
Commission which drafted a letter of protest to the 
GNR. 



21 Jul 65 

-~-· 

General Alvim used the oc-::asion tn r·~ll~w nil' 
request for US counter-mortal' rauar•s. General P:tlmcr· 
told Ger1eral Alvim that these :-adars ;.~ere hio;h-priority 
i terns a::1d questioned their usefulness. i:: a crowded city 
area, but said he would continue efforts to procure 
them. 

·-

(<-Gp 3) Msg, USC0!•1DOJVI.REP t.:, CINCLANT, 2102192 
Jul 65, JCS IN 59591. 1$-EXDI3-C:~ 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP 
to CINCLANT, 210232Z Jul 65, JCS IN 59557. 

Redeployment of Company A, 229th Assault ~eliccpt~r 
Battalion, to CONUS was completed. Three aircraft with 
personnel of Headquarters, Helicopter Co, 32d Airborne 
Division, 782d Maintenance Battalion (-), and Company 
D, 307th Medical Battalion (-), departed Santo Domingo 
for CONUS, completing Phase III redeployment. 

(J(-Gp 4) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 202130Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 59178. 

In the UN Security Council the IAPF was asked tc 
withdraw from Santo Domingo ty both Ruben Brache, the 
Dominican Constitutionalist representative, and Dr. 
Guaroa Velazquez, the GNR spokesman. US Ambassador 
Francis T. P. Plimpton stated that withdrawal would 
result in resumption of civil war. 

(U) NY Times, 21 Jul 65, l. 

Santo Domingo was quiet with the exception of firing 
by Paraguayan troops of the IAPF to disperse a rock­
throwing Constitutionalist crowd. General Palmer 
reported.that "further eviuence" clearly indicated 
that General Wessin's force was the guilty party in 
the 20 July mortar incident. 

Generals Alvim and Palmer requested a meeting 
with the OAS Committee for 26 July to discuss the mili­
tary situation in the Constitutionalist zone and 
Caamano's use of the negotiation period to improve his 
defenses. They also planned to discuss the question o1' 
the aisposition cf hard-core Constitutionalist prison­
ers held by the IAPF; the negotiation of a one-block 
extension to the ISZ; and the question of how to curb 
the distribution of the Constitutionalist newspaper, 
La Patria. 

~EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMOO!'ffi.EP to CINCLANT, 
2201542 Jul 65, JCS IN 60986. 
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..... : IP!ll i!C 'A!Q.~ 

The OAS Council voted 11~ to 5 to po::tpr,ne iuue1'·· 
initely the Inter-American Conference that had been 
scheduled to begin 4 August in Ric de Janeiro. ;, 
major consideration in the decision· to postpone the 
Cor.fe::-ence was the Co'-l!lcil' s view that, since settle­
ment of the Domir.ican situation appeared remo~e, a 
meeting during the cri~s would be unsuitable. 

(U1 ~Time~, 22 Jul 65, 8. 

The OAS Committee submitted a formal protest to the 
GNR on the 20 July mortar incident. 

~ Msg, Santo Domingo 215 to State, 2215332 Jul 
65, JCS IN 61769. 

General Palmer recommended co CINCUU~T that the 
US deploy a tank battalion to the Dominican Republic 
as soor. as possible. He also recommended that the 
present artillery battery be expar.ded to a battalion. 
These deployments would permit redeployment of an ai~­
borne infantry battalion. General Alvim concurred, 
estimating that these reinforcements would permit the 
withdrawal of an airborne infantry battalion in early 
August. 

General Palmer also recommended that the n~ad­
quarters, XVIII Airborne Corps, be phased out as soon 
as the table of distribution for a smaller, lower­
ranking US headquarters had been approved by higher 
authority. 

(Jf-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
221350Z Jul 65, JCS IN 61982. 

In a meeting with the Constitutionalist negotiating 
commission, Ambassador Bunker obtained agreement on -;.. ... ~ .,•. 

the following: the OAS could provide electoral as­
sistance to the new gover~ment; human rights would be 
observed in accordance with OAS and UN declarations; 1 
the provisional government would settle Constitutionalist 
and GNR debts and have a free hand in selecting economic 
development programs; and constitutional problems 
woulc be resolve-1 by the permanent government 1 s assembly. 

" 1 Ambassador Bennett acded that this agreement c ears 
away the underbrush of minor problems." Still to be 
solved were the major disagreements over the future of 
the IA?F and the Dominican army and the disarmament of 
Dominican civilians. 

(T-Gp 4) Msg, S<1.nto Domingo 229 to State, 2305202 
Jul 65, JCS IN 62980. 
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24 Jul 65 

25 Jul 65 

en Jul 65 

In a meeting of the UN :;ecurity Cnuncil, :-epre­
sentatives from Jordan, France, and Uruguay expressed 
concern over the GNR's cease-fire breach on 20 July, 
Uruguay adding that t~e UN could not long remain in­
dirrerent to the atrocities fer \~hich the GNR was 
responsible. The Council.decided to review the Domin­
ican Republic problem on ~- continuing basis, the next 
meeting being set for 26 July. 

(U) Mag, USUN 141 to State, 230006Z Jul 65, JCS 
IN 63058. 

The Constitutionalists marked the beginning of the 
rourth month or the Dominican crisis by firing on U3 
and Latin American troops along the LOC. Only the 
Latin American troops returned the fire. No casualties 
were reported. Shortly arter the incident, a Consti­
tutionalist ofricer reported to IAPF Headquarters that 
"some irresponsible drunks" had started the right. 

(~ Mag, Santo Domingo 252 to State, 250558Z J~l 
65, JCS IN 65686. ~-EXDIS-Gp 3) Mag, USCOMDOMREP to 
State, 260105Z Jul 65, JCS IN 66210. 

Eduardo Read Barreras announced that he would not serve 
as either vice president or cabinet minister in the 
provisional government because he believed th~ problems 
facing such a govemment were "too difficult." Spe­
cifically he feared that the provisional government· 
would be unable to control the military or prevent· 
reprisals and repression. 

(~ Mag, Santo Domingo 256 to State, 252210Z Jul 
65, JCS IN 66188. 

The OAS Committee delivered a revised draft or the 
proposed institutional act to Caamano an·d Imbert and 
discussed with both factions the problem of the vice 
presidency. Ambassacor Bennett reported that the 
discussion with Imbert had been generally inconclusive 
and indicative or the GNR's obstructionist attitude. 
Further, Imbert had convinced the Committee that he 
intended to "hang on if possible,'' insisting that the GNR 
was the provisional government. 

Caamano promised to study the new draft and asked 
the Committee to sour.d out Imbert on two proposed vice­
presidential candidates. Caamano expressed a willing­
ness, in the event Imbert rejected both, to agree to 
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29 Jul 65 

31 Jul 65 

the Com.11ittee 1 s proposal to eliminate tlle plJilt cJ' 
vice president. Caamano also stated that his .;overn­
ment was prepared to leave military problems to the 
provisional government. 

·-
(~Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 276 to State, 2o0535Z 

Jul 65, JCS IN 69312. . 

The OAS Committee and G·arcia Godoy met l~ith Caamano 
and his advisers for further discussions on the pro­
posed institutional act. The Committee took ~nder 
advisement minor changes proposed by the Constitutio~­
alists who reiterated their confidence in Garcia Godo~r 1 s 
ability to resolve problems concerning the armed forces. 
Garcia Godoy stated that it was unrealistic to expect 
the provisional government to take office without a 
clear understanding by both sides on "how proble!IIB 
would be handled." 

(~Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 289 to State, 300500Z 
Jul 65, JCS IN 72447. 

The Department of State asked Ambassadors Bennett and 
Bunker and General Palmer to estimate what action 
would te required, assuming that a provisional govern­
ment would be established in the Dominican Republic 
with Caamano's consent, to restore order in the Consti­
tutionalist zone. The Department asked: could order 
be restored by the provisional government alone using 
purely administrative measures such as stopping food 
deliveries into the zone, cutting off utilities, or. 
stopping all movement of persons in or out of the zone? 
If military pacification proved necessary, should it 
be undertaken by the IAPF, the regular Dominican forces, 
or in a combined operation? 

The Department also wanted an estimate of the 
measures necessary to restore order in the zone if a 
provisional government were formed without Caamano•s 
consent and an es.timate if the government were formed 
without Imbert's approval. 

. (.8"-EXDIS-Gp l) Mag, State 165 to· Santo Domingo, 
31 Jul 65, JCS IN 74896. 

·i'ne strength and compositiO:'l or the IAPF after 
the completion of Phase III of USCOMDOMREP 1 s with­
drawal plan was as fellows: 

- ---·--------------·----
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UNITED STATZS FORCEJ IN JOMRT~P 

US ARMY 

~-K USCOMDO!.ffiEP 
3C:d Abn Div 
Non-Division Troops· 

' 
TOTAL US ARMY 

USAF -
HQ CT~ 121 (Advon) 
Supporting Units 
Det 1st Air Conunando \~g 

TOTAL USAF 

MAAG -
TOTAL MAAG 

TOTAL 

LATIN AMERICAN FORCES IN 

Brazil 
Costa Rica 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Paraguay 

285 
5,541 
3,585 

9.-411 

2 
344 

8 

9,801 

DOMREP 

1,146 
21 

250 
156 
213 

1,786 

~ NMCC OPSUM 178-65, 2 Aug 65, 1. 
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1 Aug 65 Reapondln~: tu u .. ~ :;t::~t" l'ep::tl'Lf.l<.!llt 1:; '1"'-'C:i".l••ll;; .. r .::11 
July, Ambasaaoorr; Bunlwr ann OenrH!tt :~nri G<.!IHn·nl 
Palmer noted that if a provi:.;ional c;uvcl'nm<"" t ~uok 
office, even with Caamano's eonsenL military farce 
would still be required to reduce Dporadic resistance 
by isolated hard-core extremists. Such milita:cy 
action should be undertaken by the IAPF, because to 
use Dominicans alone, or, ;l.n c.:mju;.'lction ~rith the IAPF, 
would merely exacerbate hatreds and harden resistance. 

··The US offic::.als conaide:-ed that the installation 
of a provisional government Nithout Caamano's approval. 
was highly improbable. Bennett and his colleagues con­
cluded that, in the unlikely event that such a govern­
ment was formed, IAPP operatior:s would be necessary 
to sweep the Constitutionalist zone or to undertake a 
phased reduction of the area, depending on th~ type 
and strength of resistance. 

The US officials also concluded that a provisional 
government could be installed without Imbert's approval, 
but would require the 3upport cf the GNR military and 
police. Without the cooperation of these groups, no 
provisional government could govern, unless the US.or 
OAS were prepared to intervene on a "massive scale." 

~-EXDIS-Gp 1) Msg, Santo Domingo 311 to State,. 
020321Z Aug 65, JCS IN 75663. 

2 Aug 65 Ambassadors Bennett and Bunker informed the Department 
of State that they planned to "handle the Communist 
problem" through private agreement with Provisional 
President Garcia Godoy. They had prepared a draft . 
memorandum of understanding for him to sign that pro­
vided: 1) the provisional government would "exercise 
all powers and resources at its disposal to check the 
growth and eliminate the influence of Communism and 
Castro-Communism in the Dominican Republic"; 2) no·· -'·.·· 
"Communists, Castroites or Castro-Communist symp""­
thizers"- would hold critical positions in the provi-
sional government; 3) the National Department of · 

- ---------

Investigations .would be given responsibility for --: -~=- ... :·· ·" 
organ1-.zing and coordinating all antisubversive actiY.i.!:'..o_,,,_,:~;·.;..S,> 
ties; 4) appropriate US agencies would assist this -·· -· ... 
Department by training personnel and establishing an 
adequate police communications system; 5) important 
information on subversive activites would be furnished 
directly to the provisional president by the US 
Ambassador; 6) the National Department of Investigations 
would keep Communists, castroites and their sympathizers 
under close surveillance; 7) the provisional president 
would be furnished a list of all Dominican Communists 
and Castroites who had entered the country illegally 
and would arrest them ~der the law prohibiting the use 
of false identification documents; 3) the provisional 
president would issue a decree imposing heavy penali-
ties for the illegal possession of weapons; 9) the 
provisional president would issue a decree prohibiting 
organization of politi~al parties whose aims were 
incompat::.Ole with representative denocracy; 10) the 
provisional president would issue a decree establishing 
a special committee on freedom of speech and press 
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3 Aug 65 

4 Aug 65 

tu drav-1 up a <...:orle •lt'! ·.'.'t::l!~t·l., ;itJrl· ;.1' l't'tll'I'L \ i,Jl:,Ll~JJJ:I 

to the pl•ovlulonal pee:.;J.den< .. 

(Z-EXDIS-Gp 3) Hsg, Santo Domingo 524 :.u Stale, 
0301202 Aug 65, JCS :1: 76799. . . 

The GNR armed forces and pollee leaders broad~ast thei~ 
latest position on l{ey military anc amnesty issues. ':':,e 
communique called for outlawing Communism and exil::.ng 
principal Communist leaders~ exiling Constitutionalist 
officers at double pay during the term of the prov~sional 
government, with the elected government "to decide next 
steps"; reintegration of pro-Cons-;;ltutionalist enlisted 
men into the armed forces; and amnesty for civilians and 
ex-military me~ on the Constitutionalist side except for 
Communists and common criminals. 

Ambassador Bennett repor~ed that th~ comn:t.:n:Lque had 
been issued without consulting the OAS Commission. ~s a 
result, the Commission assumed that the GNR's "military 
attitude had hardened." 

~-Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 334 to State, 0405152 
Aug 65, JCS IN 78617. 

In view of recent evidences of gro~1ing GNR intransigence 
concerning the OAS proposals for a provisional govern­
ment, OAS and US officials met with GNR leaders. Arr.bas­
sador Bennett met with Imbert, urging him "in unequivocal 
terms" to step dotm and assist in establishing a pro­
visional government. He told Imbert that the United 
States supported the OAS Committee in its program for the 
Dominican Republic, and warned hlia that the Gh"R could 
expect no more financial support from the United States. 
In a separate conversation with robert, Ambassador 
Bunker repeated the sa;ne warning. 

The OAS Committee met v1ith the GNR Service Chiefs 
to seek their support for the provisional governr.~ent • 

. Ambassador Bunker explained the Committee's opposition 
to the deportation of Communists on the ground that it 
would merely allow those deported to obtain training and 
funds from Communist-bloc countries. Bunker also · ,. ·",:,o·:.:..:,: •.. ·. 
emphasized that no more OAS "emergency assistance" would 
be forthcoming ~~til an internationally recognized pro­
visional government had been installed. 

The reaction of tae military commanders appeared 
favorable. They cid not repeat their previous insistence 
that Corrmunists be deported, and they claimed to have 
told Imbert that the o;•ly government they ~1ould support 
was a provisional go·:e:::'l11llen t established by the OAS. 

· (.i!"'-Gp 3) f/lsg.~, Sam;o Domingo 353 to State, 0605032 
Aug 65, JCS IN 8lb67. (.i"-LIMDIS-Gp 3) l'!sgs, Santo 
Domingo 350 to State, 052352~ Aug 65, JCS ~I 81874, Santo 
Domingto 342 to State, 050506;; Aug 65, JCS IN 80377. 
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7 Aug 65 After : .. epeat--::0 s.Cl . .)l'ti .. · ~ .. ne 1J!".~- Cuu..:n.; ~ L .... ·(: i'.~ti: ..... .i...'/ 
succeeded in c~ett.ing a :neet~ng wet..wot?n l'':!pre::;c:. vn­
tives of Caamano and Ir.·,t;ert t;o dlt;cuss m.i.li::.ary 
problems. /\1 though che results or the meet :Lnp; OJ!'·-'Veti 
inconclusive, the offi~ials did agree to f~rther con­
sultations with more representatives or _each side in 
attendar.ce. 

--

(ir-Gp 3) Mag, Sanco Domingo 374 to s~ate, 
080615Z Aug 65, JCS IN 84601. 

At; the request of-the State Department, 
Ambassador Bennett forv1arded the ;;exts of exisc~n3 
Dominican statues outlawing· GmrJllUnist part::.es and 
the 14tl:. of 'June rr.oveoent. f..r.lbassadors 3ennett and· 
Bunker advised against relying on these statutes as 
a means of controlling Communism because they were 
popularly associated with past regimes labeled by 
the Left as "repressive" or "unconstitutional." The 
Ambassador conclucied t;mt the prO'!isional government 
would be in a stronger position to cieal wit;h Com­
munist parties under laws emanating from Article 27 
of its Institutional Act. 

~Gp 3) Mag, State 188 vo Santo Doming, 5 Aug 
65, JCS IN 80530. ~-Gp 3) ro1sg, Santo Domingo 360 
to State, 070538Z Aug 65, JCS IN 8b355. ~EXDIS­
Gp 2) Mag, Santo Domingo 373 to State, 080500Z Aug 
65, JCS IN 84592. 

Assistant Secretary of State Mann commented on 
Bennett and Bunker's 2 August plan to deal with the 
Communist problem. He advised against a "private _ 
agreement" with Garcia Godoy because it would event­
ually become public knowledge, placing the United 
States "in interventionist light" and might destroy 
Garcio Godoy's usefulness. Mann suggested that the. 
Ambassadors: 1) show Garcia Godoy the draft memo­
rand~~ of understanding and tell him that it 
expressed the US desired course of action; 2) seek 
a verbal understanding between the OAS Committee and 
Garcia Godoy covering high points of th_e problem; 
and 3) seek agreement with Garcia Godoy·on the text· 
of .a le;;ter that ne v1ould send to his Minister of 
the Interior anci Director of Investigations on how 
to control the Communists. 

Mann concluded that the provisional govern­
ment's ability to deal with Co~nunism would depend 
"to large extent ;Jn will of Garc:ia Goooy," and he 
asked if Bennett and Eunker wer-e satisfied th:it; 
Godoy had made no commitments that would L~pede his 
ability to deal effectively with the Communists. 

Bennett and Bunker replied that it was their 
"current impression c:hat Garc::.a Godoy may ~>lell 
measure up when it comes to w~ll and firmness of 
purpose in office." They agreed to tal{e the 
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spec if i.e steps sagbet tt~d lJ~r :.;~.1:·:, ~..:..:.: ..... :tl;\.:. ~ .• J,:t..: •.. 

that they could :iGt. ;;:'..·:t: aO~;o..i..ULe ·,::ss;_u•an....:l! t.na:w 
the Coriununist i-)r!)blcm '.:·.Ju..ld Uc eJ'l't.'..; L 1v~lv 
handled under t-he prcvlsiuna.l t;uvet·tHuettL. 

--------------------. -----·· ----. 
(£'-EXDIS-G1J ~) (J:s~, :.Jant.u JJd!.i.i;~g.) }/~) L.u :...,t,.;..t, ... c, 

OG0500C: .t\Ug 05, JCS l}; 04592. ~-'-:.XDIS-C.' 2) i~sg, 
State lol to Santo Don,:i.ngo, n.d., JCS IN 65655. ·-

9 Aug 65 The_ OAS Committee presented its solution to the 
Dominican civil war to both s:.c:es in the form cf ;;he 
":Lnstit1.4tional Act" previL,usl~· negotiated "itl~ them 
and an "Act of Dominican Ree;onciliation" presented 
to the two sides now for the first time. The Com-
mittee also distributed the documents widely to the 
Dominican population. 

The "Institutional Act" provided for a pro­
visional government consisting of a president ~nd 
cabinet, with the president exercising f;.1ll legis­
lative powers except ln such matters as declaration 
of war, approval or repudiation of international 
treaties, creation or suppression of courts, changes 
in military organizations, and declaration of a 
state of siege or national emergency. The Act also 
provided for general elections within nine months, 
with political campaigning limited to the three 
months immediately preceding the election. All 
parties "whose principles were compatible with repre­
sentative democracy" might participate in these 
elections. The Act guaranteed to the Dominican 
people "all rights conaecrated in the Americar. Decla­
ration of Rights and Duties of Man and the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights." 

The "Act of Recon.::iliatior." consisted of 10 
articles: 1) the GNR and the Constitutionalists 
accepted the provisional goverr~ent presided over 
by Garcia Godoy as the sole and sovereign govern­
ment of the Dominican Republic; 2) the two parties 
accept the "Institutional Act" as the constitutional.. __ _ 
instr~~ent under which the provisional government would 
exercise its functions; 3) the provisional government;· 
would, on ·the day it took office, proclaim a ¥-eneral - -----~-
amnesty and release all political prisoners; .;.) imme- .. ,.. . 
diately following the inauguration of the provisional.:_:;;,,- .• , ... 
government, the Constitutionalist zone would become·',--~A;li"~,. 
part of the security zone established by the "Act o1' · 
Santo Domingo"; 5) the provisional president would 
be responsible for maintaining order in the security 
zone and might call on the IAPF as required; 6) the 
provisional governmen~ would establish centers in the 
securit:r zone for the collection of arms in possession 
of civilians; 7) the Consti~u~~onalist government 
would deliver arms now in the possession of civilians 
under their jurisdiction to tae p~ovisional govern-
ment; 8) as soon as ~he provis~onal government was 
installed all members of the armed forces who parti­
cipated on the Consti~utionalist side would rejoin 
their units without ~eprisals and at the rank they 
held on 23 April :.965; 9) no ~fficer or enlisted 1.1an 
would be subject to punishment of any kind for acts, 
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10 Aug 65 

exl!ept ~..~0nunllll l'P.ii::e:.;, .·.,;,Uiiii \.1>: ;: .... ·~· \f·i'll , .... , 
and 10) l.he pruv ls.i.l>t.:t.i.. ;-;'JVVJ>ol.:~•:lil. ·,;(lii l·i :1.:: •;•. ~· 
negut:i.:.ttlLlllS wlth Lllc 01\S f1cut.lut; , .. f i•'•.•rull:)' [·IJ.:Jj.:.iLtl':.; 
regarding functions of the II\PF, as well as tlw manner 
and date of its withdrawal. 

(..W1 i·lsg, .Sant;o Dumingo 3/-~ to .:.;t.:.i.tt:, 0cv._~;~.-
Auc 65, JCS IN &46b5. ~:-LIHDI:J) i-•se;, S.in~;o L'cr,;l;:b'-' 
377 to ,;,tate, ouv6lo;; Aug; 9::;, JCS m .:.:4uci'+. (.e"-Gp 3) 
M:.;g, :;ar.to Di.)mingc 3bl·to Stat;e, ma817<: .. Aug b5, 
JCS IN 84969. (~Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 3b9 co 
State, C92050Z Aug 6:., JCS :.N 65993. 

-----------
Initial reaction oy botll ;)e>m_;J~.can . .:'act:;..;:;s cv 

the OAS proposals was unfavorable. 'rhe GNR broaclcas;; 
a statement ·calling for rejection of' lrnposeci .loreign 
solutions, v1hile Caaniano, at a press conference, 
claimed the Committee proposal had caught hi.r.l ty sur­
prise. He asserted that questions of amnesty, military 
reinte~ation, and the IAPF had been excluded from the 
negotiating agenda by common consent and would no1·1 
require further study. At a meeting between Garcia 
Godoy and the Constitutionalist negotiating corr.c.1ittee 
during the afternoon, Hector Aristy singled out 
articles 4 and 10 of the Act of Reconciliation for 
bitter attack and also objected to article 8. 

(~-Gp 1) Mag, San~o Domin~o S93 to State, 0923293 
Aug 65, JCS IN 86593. (.a'!Gp 3) Nsg, Santo Dorr.ingo 396 
to State, 1007002 Aug 65, JCS IN 86625. 

The Department of State, with DOD approval, asked 
the Country Team to estimate wh~ actions were re­
quired to modernize the Dominican armed forces. The 
modernized force was to be capable of maintaining 
internal securit;'f, providing a measure of coastal sur­
veillance agains1; smuggling, and guarding the Haitian 
border. Specifically, the Department of State wanted­
to know: was a single unified service feasible; ~ould 
the annual cost of the Dominican armed forces be cut·· 
to one r~lf the previoas average a~nual cost; could the 
personnel strength of t;he Dominican armed forces and 
police be cut by as much as one half? 

~Gp 3) Msg, Sta1;e 204 to Santo Domingo, 9 Aug 
65, JCS IN 86358. 

Imbert agreed to accept the 0AS Conunittee prograrrt 
embodied in the "Inst:.tutiona:J. Act" and t;he "Act of 
Dominican Reconciliation." In Ambassador Bunker's 
opinion, Imbert's decision represented a final recog­
nition e-n his part that without further financial aid 
and su~port the GNR could no longer survive. 

~LIMDIS-Gp 3) !lisg, Santo Domlr.go 399 to Slat;e, 
102204Z Aug 65, JCS IN 87853. 
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t'Z-EXDIS-Gp 2) 1-lsg, Santo Domingo 400 to .s~a~e, 
1017002 .Aug 65, JCS IN 87893. 

Efforts by· Garcia Godoy and the: OA.S CoHunittee ~o 
overcome Constitutionalist objec~ions t.o the "Act of 
Reconciliation" failed. During a morning meeting 
with G~rcia Godoy, the Constitutionalists stood firm 
in their previously announced opposition to articles 
4, 8, and 10. 

In an afternoon meeting with the 04S Comm~ttee 
negotiations came down to the "gut'' issue: the com­
position of the military high command. Ambassador 
Bunker came away from the mee~ing with the impression 
that the other issues--procedures for dismantling ~he 
zone, the future of Co~stitutionalist mili-:;ary per­
sonnel, and problems relating to the IAPF--could be 
resolved through some form of compromise. The Con­
stitutionalists, however, were adamant in their 
insistence that the present GNR military leaders r.1us;; 
leave their posts before the provisional government 
could be installed. 

~EXDIS-Gp 2) Msg, Santo Domingo 416 to State, 
12044oz Aug 65, JCS IN 89750. (.!$'"'-qp 3) t<Isg, 9anto 
Domingo 418 to State, 1206002 Aug b5, JCS IN b9831. 

Hope for a Dominican settlement under ~he OAS Corr~ittee 
plan appeared dim. The Constitutionalist foreign 
minister, Jottin Cury, telegraphed the UN Secretary 
General, re:luesting an urgent meetinfi of the UN. Security 
Council ~o 'take cognizance" ot: the dictatorial ........ 
manner" in which ~he CAS was attempting to establish a 
provisional government including "genocidal military ! 
officers" responsible for "sys-:;ema~ic opposition ~o any· 
democratic standards in our countr:r. '' Cury said he 
also wished ~o alert the Security Council to -:;i1e possi­
bility that the L\PF r..ight try to ~ompel the Consti­
tutionalists to accept a provisional government con­
taining such officers by force. 

(;ir::;..I!IDIS-Gp 4) Nsg, USU!\ 341 to State, 121822Z 
Aug 65, JCS L~ 91266. 
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14 Aug o5 

15 Aug 65 

Tnc l\f\!3 CumJn~r..\.~:~.: ~~·~·oJ .. t~.'~-~ i.· :·: Gr: . .•.. .·r-:,, ... 
tloua.llst.:!..: Lu dls\_;: .. L')~ .··lt'l'e:·~..::Jt'l.::.· .. _.,q,,;,:!·.:i.rrv r.:;1· 
"A t i' D i l '( . 1 . I . " .... . I . c o . om· n can r e..:vilC.l ~::l."'.lllll.. .~.ncy 1...!utlv:t~:i. . .F~!;;. r.u 
insist on removal of che GNR nili;,ary leader;;, t~tt; 
seemed willing to compromise O'- ti1e other ,~,._,::_r, ts. 
3pecifically, the Consoitut~onalists agreed to ~ 
meeting with a representati··:e cf' tl-.e IAPF :;~ d:;.scuss­
rev:::.six. of Paragraph !,., deallr:g w:..-ch liquica cion of 
their zone. 

•. 

' ' 

(~-Gp 3) t•1sg, S~;.nto .Domingo '+24 to .:3 tate, 13051.;5::: 
Aug 65, JGS IN 91515. 

The JCS asked CINCLANT 11hether he wished ta chant5e 
the residual US force structure reconunended by USCO!-i­
DOMREP on 30 June. This force structure had been ·:Jas0ci 
on the assumptions that the IAPF '~ould remain in -che 
Dominican Republic for 12 to lb manths and wou:.d be 
asked to train Dominican forces. Specifically, the JC~ 
asked what modifications, if any, should be oade to ·.;he 
residual force structure and headquarters JTD' s in vievr 
of the possibility that these assumptions might prova 
wrong. 

The JCS also asked what changes would.be necessacy 
if political circumstances were to preclude in-:;r•J­
duction of a tank company and artillery battalion; what 
should be the phased withdra'l'lal to achieve the recom­
mended force strength of approximately 7,000; and what 
alternatives were there to the command and control 
recommendations proposed by USCOMDOMREP. 

(Z-Gp 4) Msg, JCS 8093 to CINCLANT, 1218362 
Aug 65. · · 

Ambassador Bunker reported that the Constitutionalists 
seemed to be· weakening in their demand for the removal 
of GNR military chiefs prior to installation of a 
provisional government. In a nego~iating session with 
the OAS Collllllittee, t;1e Constitutionalists offered 
"possible·acceptable" language changes to Articles 5 
and 8 of the Act of Reconciliation. Th~ Committee, 
however, found the Constitutionalist proposal on .....• ,. 
Article 4 unacceptable and con-cinued to insist on ab·­
sorption of the Constitutionalist zone into the rs:.:: 
under the protection cf the IAPF • 

.(-fr-',;xDIS-Gp 2) )'Jsg, Santo Domingo 441 to State, 
152211;.2 Aug 65, JCS IN 94905. (.8"'-Gp 3) Hsg, Santo 
Domingo 440 to State, 1505202 Aug 65, JCS IN 94244, 

The OAS Committee, Garcia Godoy, and two Constitu­
tionalist representatives concluded, after a long 
diSCI.:.SSion, that a C:ll::plete S\Oena:::-io fOl' CiSmantlin~ 
and disarming the Constitutlcnalist zone (Article 4) 
would have to be worked out prior co final agreement 
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16 Aug 65 

17 Aug 65 

.Jil -che 1
',
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..).i' thu .LAPI-' :1.nd L-tl:.; ~_·,_,;l:Jt.lLll~--:..-.~~~:11 ,,:Lo ! .· ~~~·.:; 
1·1 i th t:l~ Y. ue s r .. k:: . 

{~-Gp 3) i•1sg, Santo Doi.i.illt.,u l~Lr4 t.o :..:.-ca.te, .i.uv4C.~.:­
Aug 65, JC~ m 95020. 

•. 

--------------------~ ---------
Ger.eral Pal;ilel" ~·orni.'UrdeC tJ c::.:cL~·.!.j·J:'· ~11~5 :~eH8 

on "Che q~es'.;.iv.·Js ·che JC~ :.1~ke..:1 .:.:JJ-:C~ANT -J:'L 12 i1.ugust. 
General Palmer re<;ollltlended that no chanp;es be 1:tade in 
the proposed US residual· force st:-ucture submJ..ttcd t;J 
the JCS on 30 June. He· did, ilOI'Ie >'SI', pec;):ar.·;enc; ::n 
alternative to t~e c:x:-.:11ancl ctruct:..~:-~:: -.:-1' Cile ! ... e;;i_>~u..:i.l. 
force· the CG ~·lA u(l R2d 9~-b·Jrl'P ~···••i"~ ··-~··,~· • -. :.;l,.~.'i"1._,~ ........ ,_ .................... ,.J~-~-··--

be replaced either by a joint Hq, USDCNR:·:P, or the 
augmented headquarters of the US residual brigade as 
determined by the JCS. As a trans:tional step, Gen­
eral Palmer recommended that the CG and Hq, XVI:':I !<ir­
borne Corps, be v1ithdrawn and relieved by tlle CG anc' 
Hq, 82d Airborne Division. (For CINCLANT's comment 
see 21 August.) 

(1.'-Gp 3) l-lsg._ USCOMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 151908Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 14655. 

Constitutionalist Foreign Minister Jottin C~J sent a 
second nessage to the president of the u~ Security 
Council repeat~r.g the charges made in his message or 
12 August and requesting the Security Council "to 
intervene in an appr::>priate manner." The Soviet 
representative requested that the Security Council 
meet on the Dominican Republic. 

~-Gp 4) Msg~ USUN 388 to State, 1618172 Aug 65, 
JCS IN 95770. (UJ li!.Times, 17 Aug 65, 31. 

The OAS Committee completed revisions of the "Act of 
Reconciliation" to meet the Constitutionalist objections 
while a. till retaining the principles of_ the originaL. .. ~·-'"'' .... , 
proposal. The major change was in Article 4, drafted ··- · 
in consultation with the IAPF command and stating 
simply that immediately following installation of a 
provisional government, all contending forces \·tould 
begin withdrawing "their defenses" in zones under their 
control. h'hen disarms.ment of the Constitutionalist 
zone was completed, the IAPF would withdraw from its 
preser.t positions to a location determined by the pro­
visional gove~ent. 

~-Gp 4) Hsg, Santo Domin~o 453 to State, 1800352 
Aug 65, JCS IN 98026. (a"=-Gp 3J Msg, USCotiDOMREP to 
CINCL~~T, 1700202 Aug 65, JCS IN 96028. 

137 If e P s;ser:E! 

-------------- -- -·---
-~~- -···.·~-----



- 'l'SP 8Beft!l' 

18 Aug 65 

19 Aug 65 

At the request c:' Reuber. Bt'c.c"e, the CJn[jtit•J­
tionalist representati'l€' in New· York, the Security 
Council postponed a meettng on the Dominican Republic 
indefinitely. 

(.e'-Gp 3) Mag, USUN 409 to State, .18Cll40Z Aug 65, 
JCS IN 98266. 

·-
The OAS Committee met agatn with the Constitutionalists 
ot discuss a revision of kt'ticle 4 of the "Act of 

. Reconciliation."· The Const itut ionali!:!t s proposed that, 
because their people feared the IAPF, the OAS force 
should withdraw a few blocks, creating a neutral zone 
while the Constitutionalist forces destroyed their 
defenses and withdrew to barracks. The Committee re­
Jected this-proposal, but agreed to a meeting between 
Constitutionalist officers and representatives of the 
IAPF at OAS headquarters to discuss disarmament and 
the demilitarization of the Constitutionalist zone. 

(Z-Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 466 to State, 190510Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 99775. . 

c 
. ,.1. . . ....... . 

J 
~-EXDIS-Gp 1} Msg, Santo Domingo 4~1 to State, 

1822002 Aug 65, JCS IN 99740. 

The OAS Committee met with Constitutionalist and IAPF 
officers to discuss Article 4 of the "Act of Reconcili­
ation," but were unable to reach an agreement. The 
Constitutionalists offered no new proposals but merely 
repeated their demands of 18 August, which were still 
unacceptable to the CAS Committee and the IAPF command. 

Later in the day, the IAPF'submitted a proposal 
to the OAS Committee and Garcia Godoy providing for the 
dismantling of GNR and Constitutionalist defenses in 
the areas under their control as soon as the provisional 
government was installed. The IAPF troops would with­
draw to their encampments, leaving lightly manned ob­
servation posts along their present lines. Existing 
checkpoints would be maintained but would be jointly 
manned by IAPF and provisional government troops, 
1neloo1ng foi'IRElr Const itutUmaliat. peraonneJ. There 
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20 Aug 65 

21 Aug 65 

22 Aug 65 

\'iOUlc' :l.ltll) ~lt.' :..~l.:~l·;·,.· .. ·i·· :::.i:l::~···, :· !···.1.:. ·.•: :···1:: l·· 
· i I • · ·:11;: ! : ! t ·, • 

hands .::-1' si•;ili.J.::·: ~;.:.! -·-~ h~ i ·t:.'lll..:'l: ln ~_,., t.;, .. ;·\·.;.ol.i:, ~;:1 
police ,,..:ithin 72 hours. :\rtel"' th~.;.: pr:.'\ .. i~l;.-.nal prcn1-
dent ·11as satisfied thac clemilitarizat:!.on of the zone 
had been completed, th~ IAPF would Clismantl,; all :>!' ::.t.: 
p:--esent pos1tionf rtnO ~.love to positions Ceterm:!1e:.~ i~1 
consultation \·riti:", the )rovisior..al gover!1:nent. 

'i'>le OAS Com:n:..ttee acce_:Jtec th::.s propo~:ll o.nd 
planned to presen~; J.t :·o the Constitutionalists as 
the maximum concession'the Committee was prepared to 
make. · 

(~Gp 3) Mag, Santo Domingo 471 to State, 2005072 
Aug 65, JCS m 11681; ~-:-EXDIS-Gp 3) Hsg, USCOMDOMRE? 
to CINCL~T, 200207Z Aug 65, JCS L~ 11746. · 

The OAS Committee presented the revised Article 4 o~ 
the "Act of Reconcil:!.ation" to the Constitutionalists, 
along with a copy of a communication from the Committee 
to the OAS Meeting of Foreign Ninisters, stating its 
intention to recommend adoption of a resohttion on 
IAPF withdrawal. This draft resolution provided tha: 
"the manner and date of withdrawal of the IAPF Nill ·::~e 
determined by the provisional government together wit~ 
the lOth MFM, at the initiative of the president of t~e 
provisional government when he considers it desirable." 
This t'raft resolution ~1as intended to overcome Consti­
tutionalist objections to Article 10 of the "Act of 
Reconciliation." 

•• t.' 

~-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 484 to State, 210100Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 13152. . . 

CINCLANT concurred in USCOMDOMREP's recommenda~ions of 
15 August on residual force structure, 1-!ith certain 
reservations. Assuming that the IAPF wc·Uld remain in 
the Dominican Republic for 12 to 18 months, CINCLANT 
recommended that the CG and Hq, 82d Airborne Division, 
shoulc·assume USCOMDO~~EP's mission and headquarters 
effective only upon the establishment of a provisional 
goverrJnent. He also recommended that the CG and Hq, 
XVIII Airborne Corps, be withdral'm to. CONUS when re­
lieved and that a JTD Hq USDOMREP be approved and 
established as expeditiously as possible to assume 
the long term mission of USCOMDOMREP. 

(.8'-Gp 4) Mag, CllfCLANT to JCS, 211602:.; Aug 65, 
JCS IN 14584. 

Following two days of ':Jitter debate, the PRD merr.bers 
of the Constitutionalist government finally managed 
to obtain gover~~ental consent, over the strong 
objections of Cury anc Aristy, tc, ';he revised Article 
L of th·= "Act of ::l.eccr.siliation." Constitutionalist 
acceptance was r.1ade contingen~;, however, '..cpon a cr.ar.ge 
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-'i'OP SECRET 

23 Aug 65 

24 Aug 65 

specif:rir.g that II~PV c .. t.:•c::~ ~;\:~:.· . .-; :···.'L:J.~-... ··-· i:~:~:.: .. -ri 

only by IAPF troops iii-;,;; p,)t ,jolnt.~·: :1::; [!c'•'P'·';;c<> !:: 
the Committee dra.!·t. :ln cJnsulto.~.:.\)n ·,·,·.1.:~: ,__;~·ic J.I'L 1 i'' 
command, the Corrun::. t tc•:: 2.greec to ::tccept cl1e c,::mu:. 

(2'"-Gp 3) t·1Sg: San~o :C·o:-:1inc;o .. ~c.s; t..:.> .:.:tutc, 21230(/_ 
Aug 65, JCS IN 1L:)l4. (.B") ;;sc;c, ::>anto D::nnin[;Co L'Y3 to 
State, 230104% Au8 65, JCS IN 15359 and 500, 230?07~ 
Aug 65, JCS IN 15411. ·. 

The Co:J.stitutiona:.is:s annsmnced that :·:hen sigr..ir:.g ti1e 
Act of Reconciliation, they would wake a formal reser­
vation to the effect ·~;'la·t, 2ontrar:r to the resolutio:1 :Jf 
the l•leeting ::Jf Forei!jl1 !Un isters 2::-eatins the :APF, ·~he 
Dominican Provisiona::. Goverm:1ent ,_.wulc1 ,J:Jssess the ex­
clusive and ::;_overeign ri;Ylt ·to de,::icle t!i.e c'ate -:>f 
withdrawal of the IJ\l'f.' fro:n Dominican territor:-. '.:'h'" 
Constitutionalists also sent ::·.essases to the Pr~sidents 
of Argentina, Bolivia, Chile, Colorai:Jia, i:cuado:>, 
El Salvador, Guatamala, Panama, Peru, Urug;.~ay, ::tnd 
Venezuela requesting ther.: to instruct their ce:::..egates 
to the Heeting of Fo:•el<jn f•:i:J.isters to 'seel< 'l. change 
in the resolution aclmowledc;ing "the rizht vest:ec' ir.. 
the Provisional Goverr~ent to cecide re6ardb1g the with­
dra,.,al of the Inter-.:ur.erican Peace Force from Dor.~inican 
territory by virtue of the powers ~nherent in a free 
and independent state." 

(.e-) !1sg, Santo :Jomingo 504 to State, 240143Z Aug 
65, JCS IN 16574, (U) Msg, Santo Domingo 505 to State, 
2401462 Aug 65, JCS n; 18420. 

Constitutionalist acceptance of th~ Act of Recon­
ciliation did not, however, lead immediately to 
installation of tne ~rovisional government. L~bert, 
when presented with the amended version of the Act, 
declined to sign it at once on the ground that the 
changes would require legal study. Reacting to Imbert's 
statement, President Johnson informed Ambassador Bunker 
that it was time to "n.pply 1naximum persuasion" to get 
Imbert to·sign the Act. 

(U) Hash Post, 24 Aug 65, 6. (Z) :lag, State 278 
to Santo Domingo, 23 Aug 65, JCS lll 16793. 

The need for "maximum persuasion" of Imbert by the 
United States became evident when the GNR military 
chiefs insisted ~pon a number of changes in the re­
vised Act of Reconciliation to specify that the Pro­
visional Government Kould be rJSponsible for public 
order in the Constitutionalist: zone, to set a time 
limit on the disarmru~ent precess, to provide that sur­
rendered weapons be returnecl to national arsenals, and 
to guarantee that "promotions" given Constitutionalist 
officers would not be recognized. 
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Amtassador BL:;::.!·::et•. a:t:"~v:·_!i~: t.t) :~·.)l'·L·.,- <.!:1.-. ·~· ;_,;: 
persuaaion, '' told the ·3liR mil-~t.ary i.c:1dvi·~; !..ll:ll i.iil.' 

revi~e6 Cl,aft represr::n:. ed a rc jec clon '·' r alJ. u~e 
major Constitutionalist objectives and was actually 
a stronger document than the original version. Bunker 
also explained that Garcia Godoy had develcpeti sound 
plans for handling the Communist p:::'oblem and !:ad 
agreed to accept t:S expert assistance. ·:;:'he military· 
chiefs, however, seemed distrustful of Ga:::'cia, fearing 
that he had entered ~nto some secret w1derstancing 
with Caamano detrimental to the armed forces. 

(.i'f-.Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 520 ~c State, 250550::: 
Aug 65, JCS IN 18651. 

25 Aug 65 Replying to the State Department request <Jf 9 August, 
the Dominican Country Team submitted its views and 
recommendations on future Dominican security forces. 
The Country Team reco~mended: 1) development of an 
armed force capable of maintaining effective security 
against violence in cities ~hat could not be handled 
by the police, guerrilla outbreaks in the country~ide, 
movemen~ of arms and persons across lane, sea, and air 
borders for subversive purposes, and contraband 
activities originating from abroad; 2) establishment ;,i' 
a clearly defined relationship between the armed forces 
and the police in which the latter would perform 
normal police functions and the former would deal with 
situations the police could not control; 3) develop­
ment of a competent professional officer corps that· 
was resistant to Communist infiltration, dedicated to 
preservation of the ·..mity of the armed forces, and 
determined to support the policies of a freely 
elected democratic government; 4) development of poli­
Cies and information programs in the Dominican 
security force to counter public criticism; 5) re­
duction of interservice antagonisms that diminished 
the armed forces capability to provide the govern­
ment with a stable power base; and 6) limitation of 
expenditures to the minimum required to discharge 
security functions. 

Tha Country Te~~ recommended resuming the long~ 
range ~~p for the Dominican Republic. The program 
called ~or the attainment of FY 1970 force objectives 
of one Army brigade, 12 Navy patrol vessels and 53 
Air ·Force aircraft; development of a well-trained:,.and.,,.,,,~., 
equipped police force with an academy staffed by us;;;· .... ··- · 
trained Dominicans; and the establishment of a cen­
tralized security forces procurement system. In 
addition, the Country Team recommended that: the 
Armed Forces Training Center and the Naval Academy 
be merged into a sinzle tri-service academy; the 
Armed Fo~ces Training Center combao forces be inte-
grated into the Army; the police be reduced from 
9,000 to 5,000; civic action programs be 0esi~ned 
to improve the public image of the security f;,rces; 
and administrative reforms be designed to combat 
corruption and gradually reduce the size of the 
security forces. 

(.8"-Gp 3) Msg, Sar.to Domingo 524 to State, 
251830z Aug 65, .;::s m 20461. 

:..41 

.. 



28 Aug 65~ [ 
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' 

29 Aug 65 

30 Aug 65 

(tt-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 552 to State, 
2900102 Aug 65, JCS IN 24633. 

As an additional ~orm of pressure on Imbert and 

' r .. 

:. )· 

\ 

.. ~-

his military commanders to accept the Act, Ambassador .......... -'-~--
Bunker recommended to the Department of State that · 
President Johnson made a public statement praising the 
OAS Committee's proposal in its present form and ex­
presSi."lg the conviction that its adoption would lead 
to a fair, honorable, and democratic solution of the 
Dominican conflict. 

V(-EXDIS-Gp 3) Msg, Santo Domingo 549 to State, 
282037Z Aug 65, JCS IN 24346. 

In response to Ambassador Bunker's recommendation, 
President Johnson, at a press conference, urged the 

. . 

GNR to accep,t the OAS Committee proposals. The Presi.- ~ ...... ::.·, .:· .. 
dent said, The time for agreement is n,ow. • 1\ny.. .. -·-~ .. ; 
who continue to op,pose the O.A.S. solution are not;--~ .. ~ .. ~·g~;.;~~t\~ 
friends of peace. ' · 

(U) li1 Times, 30 Aug 65, 8. 

A prolonged military engagement broke out between the 
Latin American Brigade of the IAPF and the Constitu­
tionalists, who began <;;he fight v1ith small arms fire 
directed at Brazilian troops in the area of the 
National Palace. The fighting spread south along the 
Brazilian lines to the sea. In addition to small 
arms, the Latin American troops ·.:sec machine guns, 106 
and 57mrr. recoilless rifles, and 3.5-inch rocket 
launchers. 
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31 Aug 65 

:.._~:"inG :he ~·iGh~, L>et.\o\=t.:L•:: .'q~ .t:~l· !.,· j·: ·i·t. ~ 

rounds 1·:ere fired on tl1e Con:.; L·.:;.t;ut;.;.,,n:ll. i:.; L :·.' '~"'. 
By use of counter-mortar radar, tlll! IAl'l•' lL':lJ'Ih:<! 
that the rounds had been fired from GNR territory 
north of the LOC. Sutsequent inve.:;tic;ation by 
the GNR military collll:land fixed the l:ilame on 
General \·!essin 1 s Armed Force Training Center 
troops v1ho were not under effeetive control of 
the GNR high command. To prevent a recurrence of' 
the fighting, the IAPF ~nd GNR organized joint 
patrols to investigate any mortar firing in the 
area north of the LOC. _ 

~l!.'XDIS-Gp 3) :J\sg, USCONDOMREP to CINCLANT, 
3023002 Aug 65, JCS L~ 26671. 

Ir.l~ert anc the other members ,.Jf the mm re­
signed in favor of the OAS-proposeo Provisional 
Government, but without having signed the Act of 
Reconciliation. 

The GNR militai"J chiefs, hovrever, assured 
Ambassador Bunker that they Nanted to push ahead 
with the OAS Committee proposal and the installa­
tion of the Provisional Government as soon as 
possible. Bunker, in reporting this last infor­
mation to the ryepartment of State, said that 
President Johnson's press conference statement 
had "made a stronc; impression here and [had] 
helped 3I'eatly in giving the situation its pres­
ently more favorable aspect." 

~ Msg, Santo Dominc;o 563 to State, 31010~Z 
Aug 65, JCS IN 26620. (.1!1'-LTI-IDIS) ;.!sc;, ::ianto 
Domingo 565 to State, 3103192 Aug 65, JCS IN 26300. 

USCCMDOMREP recorr.mended to CD!CLANT that a 
tank company be deployed to the Dominican Republic 
as soon· as possible to become a part of the US 
residual force and that an airborne infantry 
battalion be vtithdrawn as soon as deployment of the 
tank .company had been approved. Ambassadors · -- ... ,c-t15!ii~"~""''"-·· 
Bennett and Bunker concurred in the recommendation, 
and Bunker had obtained OAS Committee approval for 
the deployment. General Alvim had agreed to re-
lease an airborne infanti"J battalion prior to 
arrival, but l~ith a firm commitn:ent of a tank 
company. 

~Gp 3) Mse;, USCJMDOMREP to CINCLANT, 3018502 
Aug 65, JCS IN 26300. . 

The two opposing Domin~can factions gave official 
approval to the Act of Reconciliation, thereby 
paving the way for installatior. of a provisional 
gover~~ent. Caamano and his chief aids signed for 
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the c.).l,',L l! lti.lllll.'l i.L;t.;;. 111 I i.v:t '· .I ;; l.':ll.''llfr'•· •·.'.' 

t!lL' GHa, l\'hl~.~h l1~1d l.'<~:J lt:;nL·d, ~.lll~ 1:1~1\ :IJ'ttlr'l' l'rll'!'r•;: 

chlef::; co.i.t:;ned a dc..:l:Jratlon :ll,al,lllt': UJc,V :JC<'"t't•:<l 
the Act and would support Gareia Godoy a:; Pro­
visional President. 

T:'1e Act, in its .tinal form, contained the 
following 10 provisions: 

1. The 1 const~tutional 5overn~ent' 
accepts the provisional government pre­
sided over by Dr. Hector C~rcia-Godoy as 
the sovereign and soie government for 
the e·stablishment and consolidation of 
political peace as ~·:ell as for the re­
covery of the national economy. 

2~ The ~arties accept the Insti­
tutional Act Lproposed basic law regu­
lating the powers of the legislative and 
executive branches} that is subject to 
the present accord as the constitutional 
document under l'lhich the provisional 
government will exercise its functions. 
No previous constitution ~rill be in 
effect while the aforementioned Institu­
tional Act, whose text is an annex to 
the present accord, is operative. 

3. On the day of its installation 
the provisional government will decree 
the general amnesty foreseen in Article 
II of the Institutional Act, and will 
take the necessary measures to free all 
political prisoners. 

4. Immediately after installment 
of the provisional government the con­
tending forces will begin the process 
of withdrawing their defense forces in 
the zones at present under their control. 
The inter-American peace force will with­
draw to its encampments, leaving in the 
present lines orly barbed-wire positions 
and ~educed posts of vigilance. 

The demilitarization and dis­
ai'r.lament of civilians will start at once 
iil the constitutionalist zone. The· 
present checkpoints will be operated 
during the disarmament period by elements 
of the inter-American peace force. 

The posts of vigilance and the 
checkpoints of the inter-American peace 
force will be withdrawn as soon as the 
provisional government has effected the 
demilitarization of the [constitution­
alist} zone and the disa~ment of 
civilians. The Provisional ~overnment 
will take all necessary measures to verify 
enactment of the provisions of this 
article. 
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The provisional President will 
indicate the areas where~o the inter­
~~erican peace force will move until the 
date of its departure from the country 
is determined. 

5. The provisional t;overnment ~1ill 
be responsible ~or mainta~ning public 
order in the entir~ national territory, 
and to this end will take all measures 
that it deems necessary. 

6. As soon as- it ·is installed, the 
provisional government will establish 
special points for recovery of arms in 
the hands of the civil population. These 
points will be in charge of persons desig­
nated·by the provisional government. The 
provisional government will decide when 
the recovered arms will be returned to 
the arsenals of the nation. 

7. The present 'constitutional 
government' will take all necessary meas­
ures to assure that within a prudential 
period after installation of the provi­
sional government all weapons at present 
in the hands or the civil population under 
its control will be delivered to the 
established posts in conformity with the 
preceding article. The provisional govern­
ment will take such measures as are neces­
sary to recover arms that have not been 
delivered voluntarily. 

8. After installation of the pro­
visional government the armed forces will 
return to their barracks and place them­
selves under the orders of their Commander 
in Chief, the provisional President. Those 
armed force members who have :;:Jarticipated 
in the present conflict will be reinte­
grated into the armed forces without dis­
criminations or reprisals. 

9. In conformity with the declaration 
of general amnesty, no officer, other rank 

. or other r.rmed forces personnel may be 
subjected to court martial or punished for 
actions committed after April 23, 1965, 
with the exception of common crimes. 

All members of the armed forces 
who want to go into retirement may do so in 
conformity with procedures laid down by the 
Organic Law of the Armed ~orces, and with 
the pension payments due them. All armed 
forces members w~o desire to leave the 
country may do so with the guarantees of 
the case and wit~ the assistance of the 
provisional government. 
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10. The provisiona.:. government ~1ill 
at once start negotiations with the lOth 
consultative meeting of foreign ministers 
as to the modalities and the date of the 
withdrawal of the inter-American peace 
force from the national territory •.•• 

(.e'j Mags, Santo Domingo 581 to State, 
Sep 65, JCS IN 28281; 583, 0104432 Sep 65, 
28621; 584, 010514Z Sep 05, JCS IN 28515. 
Times, 1 Sep 65, 10. · 

010205Z 
JCS IN 
(U) tr£. 

CINcLANT recommended that the JCS approve the 
deployment of one medium tank company for inclusion 
in the US residual force for the Dominican Republic 
as outlined by USCOMDOMREP on 30 August. He added, 
howeve~, that the company whould not be deployed 
until a provisional government had been established. 
He also recommended that one airborne infantry 
battalion be redeployed from the Dominican Republic 
to CONUS as soon as the tank company was authorized. 

(j(-Gp 3) Msg, CINCLANT to JCS, 311600Z Aug 65, 
JCS IN 27480. 
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SUMMARY OF EVENTS, SEPTR'1BER 1965 - SEPTEMBER 1966 

Garcia 'Jodoy was inaugurated ?rovisional President of the 
~ominican Republic on 4 September 1965. The new president 
!mmediately_ faced. the. formidable task of enforcing the provision::;_ 
of the Act of Reconciliation. Despite the mounting opposition of 
·::>oth factions, the new government did make some progress during 
September and October. On 4 September Caamano dissolved the Con­
stitutionalist government and on 9 September General Wessin y Wessin 
left the country for Florida. On 25'September, the ~econd anniver­
sary of his exile, Juan Bosch returned to Santo Domingo, ~nd on :4 
Jctober, in compliance with the proviaiona). agreements, Caamano 
withdrew his 1,400 man force from the city in preparation for its 
reintegration into the regular army. _ 

The IAPF, numbering approximately-8,200 men, was on duty ir. 
the area. The residual-US force structure had not finally been 
decided on until 25 September. At that tirr.e the Deputy Secretar~,r 
of Defense, with the concurrence of Assistant Secretary of State 
~. approved the structure recommended by USCOMDOMREP and CINCL~~T 
(see items 30 June and 28 July), which had been endorsed by the JCS 
on 4 September. · 

Opposition to the provisional governnent, especially from the 
political right, created an explosive situation in late October. 
The right-wing military leaders refused to allow Caamano's fo~ces 
to be integrated into the army and accused Garcia Godoy of being-too 
liberal with the Communist and left-wing factions. Riots broke ou~ 
in the center of Sar.to Domingo, and the country was rife -,;ith rur.to~s 
~f a right-wing coup. Rival labor unions clashed on the S~nto 
~omingo waterfront, and troops fro~ the former GNR units swept-throu~~ 
Santo Domingo and occupied the Ozama Fortress. Garcia Godoy tried to 
defuse the situation. He nad the IAPF occupy portions of ~entral 
Santo Domingo, and on 27 November the government arrested 48 ~ersons 
for trying to engineer a co~p. Finally on 6 January Garcia Godoy, 
in a major effort to control the situation, exiled the military 
leaders of both factions. In the ensuing months the Provisional 

- President returned his country to relative calm by placating f!rst 
one faction then the other by a series of appointments, exiles, ~e­
calls, and promotions. 

Campaigning for the l June elections began in March. The major 
~andidates were the former presidents Bosch and Joaquin Balaguer. 
Balaguer won with a 225,000 plurality; his party also captured 22 of 
the 27 senate seats and 48 of the 74 house seats. Bosch accepted 
the results, but refused a cabinet position in the new government, 
which was to be inaugurated on l July. 

The Council of the OAS met on 24 June to draw up a timetable for 
the withdrawal of the IAPF. The withdrawal was to begin on 30 June 
and be completed within 90 days of Balaguer's inauguration. On 30 1 

June the first contingents (units from the 82d Airborne Division) 
left the Dominican Republic, and finally, on 21 September, the last 
·mits of the IAPF (115 men of the USAF) flew out of San Isidro 
airfield. 

(e"-Gp 4) JCSfoi 674-65 to SecDef, "Resioual Force Structure, 
United States Forces Dominican Republic (U)," 4 Sep 55, derived from 
(.e"-Gp 4:, JCS 2338/32-3, same subj, 2 Sep 65. ~ Me:no, DepAsst 
SecDef/Admin to CJCS, same subj, 25 Sep 65, attached to ~Gp 4) 
lst N/H of JCS 2338/32-3, 29 Sep 65. All in JHF 9128.4 (2~ Jul 65). 
(U) NY ~imes, 23 Sep 66,3. (U) Xeesings Archives, 1965-1966. 
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Date 

27 April 
28 April 

29-30 April 
1- 3 May 

4 May 
5 May 
9 May 

Total 

APPENDIX 

REFUGEE EVACUATION 

·-
' -

No. Evacuated 

1,172 
215 

1,510 
253 
120 

1,047 
120 

4,437 (2,711 US) 

~} Cumulative Casualties Incurred by US Military Forces in 
the Dominican Republic - 28 April 65-13 January 66 

A1'llly 
Marine 
Navy· 
Air Force 

Total 

Initial 
Arrival Date 

~ 

15 
9 
2 
0 

26 

WIA 

134 
28 

2 
1 

165 

LATm AMERICAN FORCES - DOMREP 

Country 
Initial 
Strength 

250 
166 

21 

14 May 
15 May 
15 May 
23 May 

Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Costa Rica 
Brazil 23 (advance party) 

26 June Paraguay 184 

Latin ~e~ican Forces in'DOMREP as of 17 January 1966 

Brazil 
Costa Rica 
Honduras 
Nicaragua 
Paraguay 

1,136 
21 

249 
158 
215 

' Total Latin American Forces 1,779 

. . . ·. _:;., 
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