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SUBJ: AIR OPERATIONS/CEASEFIRE/POWS 

1. DURING THE NEXT SIXTY DAYS THE MOST IMPORTMIT SINGLE EVENT I!JLL 

~E THE RETURN OF OUR PRISONERS OF WAR. PARENTHETICALLY I WOULD 

ALSO ADD THAT POSSESSION OF O~R POW'S IS THE ~NLY LEVERAGE THE NVN 

HAVE. THEREFOR~. IT IS ABSOLUTELY MANDATORY THAT WE CONOUCT OUR 

hiR OPERATIONS IN SUCH A MANMER THAT THERE ~ILL DE NO CAUSE TO 

OVEf:FL Y NVN TERRITORY 0:-: DELIVER ORO:~M~CE AGA!NST TARGETS It\ ;.:n!. 

2. I HAVE RESISTED THE IDEA OF A 6 1JFFER ZONE . ALONG THE LAOS-I :·,, I! 

BORDE~ eECAUSE WHATEVER DISTANCE WE SPECIFY IT WILL BE EITH fR TOO 

MUCH OR TOO LITTLE D~PENDING ON THE CIRCUMSTANCES. CO~SEQU [ ~ T LY 

OUR PILOTS MUST UNDERSTAND THE SITUATION AND CO~DUCT THEMSEI V E ~ 

ACCORDINGLY. W~ CANNOT PERMIT ADVERTEN~ OR INADVERTENT VIOLATION~ 

OF TtiE ~!VN BORDER \IHICH MIGHT SL0\1 001-/N THE RETURN OF OUR PO\·IS. 

VJCE ADMIRAL J. P. WEINEL, US~ 
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3. AT THIS TIME AND DUNDER THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES THERE AN ~ 

1~0 TARGETS IN LAOS ADJACE in TO THE UVN DONDER TIIAT ARE SO Ili: r OnTA:Ii 

WE CAN RISK BORDER VIOLATIONS OR GET o~.OUNSELVES IH A POSITIC ~ 

WHEnE WE MUST TAKE OVERT ACTION AGAINST TARGETS IN HVH. THERE ~ ORE , 

AIR OPERATIONS NEAR THE LAOS-HVN BORDER WILL 8E PLANNED AND EX~CUTED 

IN SUCH A WAY AS TO PRECLUDE OVERFLIGHT . OR THE NECESSITY FdR PRO-

TECTIVE REACTION. WE SIMPLY CANNOT AFFORD ANY MISTAKES. 

~- WARM REGARDS. 
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