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peace. They just will not understand your reluctance to approve an
agreement for the end of the war when that agreement is so much
better than your own May 8 announcement. | am concerned that you are
putting in jeopardy your reputation as a world leader and your future
effectiveness on the world scene.

| believe the far better course of action is to sign the agree-
ment now, get all our POW's home and get an accounting of our MIA's,
and then test the sincerity of the North Vietnamese. |If the test
proves that the North Vietnamese have deceived us, then is the time
to take action to help the GVN in the South, if such help proves
necessary. | am of the strong belief that little US help would be
required to permit the South Vietnamese to handle any attempts of
the North Vietnamese and/or Viet Cong to challenge the security of
South Vietnam. Vietnamization has been successful. It was designed
to give the South Vietnamese the capability to defend themselves
against a North Vietnamese threat twice the size of the present NVA
force in South Vietnam.

We should not be surprised nor alarmed to read intelligence
reports indicating that the NVA/VC goals in South Vietnam have not
changed. We should expect that they will try to gain their objectives
in new ways following a ceasefire. But that should not dissuade us
from signing the agreement because South Vietnam is capable now of
satisfactorily defending themselves against whatever attempts are
made by North Vietnam. President Thieu may take exception to this
regsoniny. But i am convinced that he wili always find reasons for
demanding the co~tinued direct military involvement of the US until
you.: finally say no. '

Therefore, Ken Rush, Tom Moorer and | strongly recommend:

a. Avoiding any increased US military action at
this time.

b. Signing the agreement now.

c. Pressing for the immediate return of our POW's and
the accounting for our MIA's,

d. Putting the onus on the North Vietnamese to honor

a cessefire agreement .
/
e. Reacting“tofany North gleZnamese violations wweepm—

after our POW's are returned -~ thereby gaining
support from Congress and the rest of the world.
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