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1. The purpose of this Airmunitiona Letter is to present a 
periodic summary of incidents wherein nuclear weapons were involved, 
and to provide a resume of the methods and procedures used by EOD 
personnel involved at each incident. 

2. This summary includes two incidents reported during the 
month of October 1960. The incidents will be referred to as 
NWI-6D-3 and NWI-60•4. 

NWI-60•3. 

1. Location. 

Physical location of a higher classification. 

2. Date. 

October 1960. 

4. Brief. 

The EOD Detachment waa called by the TOF Area for 
An incident had occurred at the strike aircraft area. 
of EOD personnel at the strike aircraft it was lear 

cx,amlL'~'•~on of the weapon a 
indicated that no aircraft power had bean applied to the weapon. A 
further review of applicable publications verified the SAFE status 
of the weapon. Weapon was released to the TOF area and placed in 
segregated storage. 

5. Unusual Problems. 

Nona. 

6. Contamination. 

Nona. 
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NWI·6D-4. 

1. Location. 

Physical location of higher classification. 

2. Date. 

October 1960, 

3. Type of Incident. 

A Nose Cone {with warhead) and Aft Section were accidentally 
separated from a SM-78 (Jupiter) missile while on a launch site. 
The missile was in a horizontal position at the time of the accident. 
[See Figures 1 through 6). 

4. Brief. 

EOD personnel were called to the missile site of a SM-78 
(Jupiter) Missile and upon arrival found the missile in the horizontal 
position. The Nose Cone (containing the warhead) and Aft Sections 
had been blown free of the missile by three explosive bolts. Three 
explosive bolts had been connected electrically on the left side of 
the missile and had detonated. The three bolts on the right side 
were not connected electrically and had not detonated. Separation of 
the Aft Section and Nose Cone had caused them to drop approximately 
six (6) feet. EOO personnel monitored for Tritium with negative 
findings. The warhead was electrically disconnected and examined for 
indications of damage. No visible indications of damage were present. 
Examination of the three explosive bolts that had not detonated 
revealed that one had broken open, exposing the high explosive. The 
other two had bent to the breaking point but had not broken open. 
The bolts were removed by hand to be destroyed at a later time. The 
Vernier Engine, Arming Unit and P:rimacord assembly were removed. 
The Nose Cone with the warhead was turned over to Special Weapons 
Branch personnel. The Nose Cone received slight external damage. 
The Aft Section received extensive damage as indicated in Figures 1 
through 6. 
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FICiURE 2. 



FIGURE J. 
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5. Unusual Problems. 

None. 

6. Contamination. 

None. 

!'OR THE CCJ.IMANDER 

:tl c-1 !/ 7 JJ-./'~ 
f-!.OE M. WHITFia:;t­

Colonel, USAF . 
Commander 
2705th Airmunitions Wing 
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