. MEMORANDUM

THR WHITE HOUSR - ' ACTION .
WAIKIROTON * , ' : o

iuaet!ng w-'lvh the Presideat o '
Tuasday, January 30, 1968, &30 a,m, - ° - = .
Presontation to Congressional Loadomuw the PUEBI.D case

Wm-B

. &he ,(acu. 7 {Genieral "Wheelep) ‘ o :
4 "—""‘smmmy. Whiyt Vel kitaw: RUOHE mn@m&; SM punpmer ';? Garing, ¢
AnTAley ppdaiive, from all NGufEsd. Also: lts pYders; mﬂgﬂoﬁhﬁu' prob‘abu.
&!Ltl'&..”} §o Detwoen J anuary 10 and its seigure, - ‘
vitiing xniood ‘and anpworel (Seet, ‘McNumna and Geno:al Wheolor} I
hy as e FULBLO on-this-misstén? R
(To get nacassary intelligence concérning the activitdes of atmtd forces .-
which have been tuc!nttngly au‘uutvs over thp pau you.) :

- sme apmqs

- yny WA RUEE LY notioscm‘ud?! '
(It was on the high seas, I we apply the principle of sscorting vessels
" in international waters, the scale of our naval and alr forces would have
to be greatly expauded; intalligonce missions would bacomoe much more
provocative; the chances of incldents would increass; wnd the minimum
principles of sntevnaticnal law and order would be undetmined, )

es Why:@Q Capt; " Brighay deldy Tn” tt&#fo?ﬁn"mwz )
{He thought Lo was belug harassed, not seised, The PUEBLO slster ship, -
the §6 BANNKR, was havassed sevon times over the last yoar. la the .
past four years, thers weore more than | » h\mdt'od such harassing incidents.) :

- Why'ala'tha .n"a'vﬂ:'bmit"lnkpfmufa'no?'ie?m%‘& AT i s sagatom
Sthe RUEB LO #9%
{It balioved that the mouago trancmltud at 10: 52 p. m, {EST) and received
at Yokohama, segmed a hn'ullng me nsgo. as, dtd tho PUEDLO‘. second
m'uago.)

o= Why did:the. sth 4;: rmruu‘u.p«sm‘l”%’?mmbthen m—'awtic.uon -
‘TahatAhe PULBLO wasltin dangeviand: tho*urtvm tHe' PUEBLO In Wonun‘.".'., :

Qoryy-¥ . .

. {Tha commander of tho 5th Al» Porce made the judgm-ns that air operaticns
© would be ineffective or imprudsat, ' He could not re-sig the strike alreraft - -

{n Korea in tima (nor could the US8 ENTERPRISE get its alrevaflt over

Wonsan bay in tme)., Beyondthat, the poor weather, poor late aftersoon o

viesibility, and the presence of substantial numbexe of hostily atreraft ',

- mads {t, in the afr commandar's judgment, unlikely that Ms rircralt-

could do anything useful for the PUEBLO and its crow: in fact, the. e
outcome might have been.an {nsf{ective operation agalnet the PT boats

in which U, 5, aircraft and sraws would have boen lost, the PUEBLO and T

its arew uidiﬁonally endangored,) - o . R
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AA 2 .

v= Why were culy iosw.. Salicrattin Kores®
down our aireraft in Korea itself, but-keep them in Japan and Okinawa .
-{ov swift deployment, As the movements of airoxaft aflter the PUEBLO
attack indicate, they.can be moveé inm Karu tn a mm‘r of hours,)

nd of evopt¥ " e

(It was s un!qua ovent, No one had attompted to capturo one of thue

ships before, It'was not judged a conttngcncy \vorthy ‘of tho anocaﬁcn ,
of s!gnlnem: resonrces,} - . N

e« Why Woro the at:cmft in Koreu Ml’s%ermﬁﬂ the" m;.:.{gx‘ e

LI
"

Dxplo*uavlc action since seisure’ gsecz'otury Rutk)

== approaches to the Russians;

we domarche in all the capirals;

«» UN Sscurity ‘Council meeung; .
== Pamnunjom machinery;.

w= future pouibihtiec of offer of 3mparﬂa1 a:vb!trm:lcm.s o

4, Al:ti.ons that m{m ba mxdm:takm Sccntuy McNamara) ,

_ Our objective is to get back l}w crew and the ahlp; fceap the Swth Korems
confident and willing to put an oxtra division !ato South Vietn.\m, and avold the
~ openingupofe nc:cnd front.

4

We Rdve. axnm‘{nad' 8 U RaMND O XL Of - poutble’&&urau Mlmrrx‘eﬁbn;' lf- )
iy lomacynfﬂls,%mudﬁoﬁa‘!ho"i‘etnrn nr‘tho«nonandmwtah’.)d“*’ We have?
- pot'dbtided.on auy.ammtief‘pjnwwot. )

nquwgmy.uma‘o“ta&a s rainSachony :nut mzhpgwimmmgnwn_n y
Sltuation of confidedsh in Bouth Morvy,  pod iy paxﬁsiﬂﬁvkoop*tho‘m "to thetr. unh:ivo
52031%91;&%.91;“ m-extx‘vdhdt{.o‘t i SouthVistnadd, .

In paxucuza:. we might be comidartng with ‘the congren'
“e Mxxmﬂm&:QWmmM&MMommaMenm

er-the malnbendttEns SOME s hug: has,mms&wxum&ea‘mm
mmva.p\mnm&maﬁ.m : ..

S

w}whnﬂ&l Ancrensein militavy;aid to ,Bonm,}gorea-w thut*u c‘an"ﬁcc
thg vongihili.ty —of Lagreasadinfilteation fromy No2th Kors R Wit CoRe dimcs.
wm,winmrwa‘fd'mmﬂwﬁam totr&n?”oreo‘lﬁ"ﬁ‘diiﬂz.\mmm ‘
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