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SUBJEct' : US PClW 

The below named individual is said to be a POW in Laos; 

NAME 

NUMBER SERVICE BLOOD TYPE 

USMC B 

;. 

. , 

Incl *4 

. ,,:' 

" '.'~ 
,~ 
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SUBJEcr: 

1. The 

2. Paragraph 7 again asks that MAJ SIIIith, SFC McIntire be the only individ'Jals 
involved. 

1 Incl 
as 

Incl *6 

• 
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- .. NO FO~IG\ r', .,' 
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info<1llation are considered tob4.>hiqh,level and·,,· .. · ......... 
Smith and SFC McIntire be involved in these discussions"'" ... 

.. " . 
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S'JSJECT: 

The attached is an intelligence summary on an AC-130 crash site in Laos. 
It is self explanatory and was filed in late 1983,~ 

1 Inc! 
as 

" ~ 

• 

-NO FOREIGN DISSEWuNAl 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
HEADQUARTER', EIGHTH UNITED STATES ARMY 

APO !IAN FRANCISCO 8.301 

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 

SUBJECT: (9' AC 130 Crash Site in Laos 
. '. / 

This infonnation was: bought by two (2) magazine reporters for a sum of 
dollars. Thev, without releasing the story, took these items to LTC 

, US Embassy bangkok. LTC Mather said that it was not a high priority 
:.crash site and that US Government policy was to n(jt pay for information. He, 

.• further recommended that 'the' two rep'orters go' to the LAO. Embassy and ask the 

. COIIIIIUnists for'permission to visit the crash site. "If they were that interest
ed.· He alsorecorrmended that the agent be encouraged to gain more information 

the <;rash s tte' • 

.. ' . 4. It is obvious that the data obtained from this crash site was valuable 
.. to identification of and ~ossible recovery of US personnel nissing in Laos. 

Further, the name of the one ai~ans wife, inscribed inside the wedding ring, 
is conclusive as to the identity of the flier, when coupled ~lith t~e data 
plates etc •• 

OADR 

NO .fORElGNDtSSEMI NA HON --. . 
,,. 



SUBJECT. Chronology on POW!MIA fran Various Sources. 

The attached is self explanatory. 

1 Incl 
as 

Incl #8 
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,'~ 0.11 ~~',·els." It",.=ll.l,:J:·'·~ 1,_ln] t,;:· f1':"_Js,:;:. r'l"::" "l~£.'H;,-::- :; .... ..:, 

8pp confu$eo Jnd/or rlll3i~d. 
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,.,.p •• 
':"10.'::' • 

A.~.r "2n< hisSIC, 
m~HKP wit~ IIle9al 
l.oh Tho.r",,,ho.nt. 

blo~n Trlffimet~ anc 
t,.,,:hc, ."Ulprn.nt • 

to.t·"je: L':~' 0.t"0: ':""*';1.~,: 

~~eed on bonl] ~oE~~d c~ 

G:"'itz, Goldm'l.rl anc1 :~'oeE:kl':J SlH"""et',ije," to pljl1Ce IJ:~ ~·H:;:·. '·t·l').l. 
~~ors $~sFended $ent~I'c~· Gr1tz ei 01. dePQI't 1·.)al10')~· 

"Routine" JeRe ui~lt to 0IAHTIAHE. L~OS turns In10 • "J~c~"'-e 

.:~n a .... itz. II 

Gr I tz Hearl t·I·~.'-·HR 
Po.cHic iHfai .. · .. • 
produced. 

~ori~9n Relations 
Stev~~ J. SolQrz~ 

~~I~tl-CljH,ri'll 't't.:::,;.? Qr', ~-.;r 1').", 

((.1-."'/;" t~.j ':'.'1,j'::f",':O:-

I~"'l tz, Gc,l.jr,'"ll""t Qr-.d Tr""'l mrlloa-r' ,"etu,"':) "t':J Tho. i 1., ,. .. j 1,,: ••. '::':'jt.~~ rite,'..' l ~ 
!c"co't:ions:.". ··RSSdUI~ rlli;:;':~.l:It"1 '\"='Z -+:C'·110,l'=:': 11Jl"t~', l •• J:I:;' "'.~) ~ ~,:,.:, •. ..'~" 
CloJ5:51fie.j l_it"t~,t" ~·CT 1··o.,jic· e~ulf~:r,erlt: 1nlil,=·).1'l':lt·1~ ':;"l~ 1,":'1.: 

1).CCOtnF 1 i she·d. ) 

statin9' "e~'il forces ot ~Gt~~.f' 8~~: PST ro:~or~'~ "G,~:~= ~~C~. 

Grl~: l~aves Thailand .• 

sor.f~~C1~V~S I'Gr'ltz L~tter" add,~e3sed tQ Lao~ ~~~~d 28 ~)E:.'S2· 

re~lje$tln~ r'~~~r'n ~i: ,~~~~on~ ~r)d "Cr:t1c~1 E~U1P~~~~1: l.i.~.' 

Tw~ UNK C1~ICQS10nS and "TI'al"woNI~n" r'e~o~ted b~ r~110~i~ 

Frlvate ~sset t~·. hav~ cr'osg~d 1"tO, ~.a0~ 8 JUt~ wltl) cr lO"'9~ 
~uo.ntit·::1 eof rl"le·:I 1 C\l 1 SUF-F 1 1 t2:=. , 2E:, ";,='.r·l.j-I"'o).dl,j$' ~I.I'" 1)::., ..... 1. '.=., 
r~one·~· an.j I.It·llf'Jr·fflS fer· o.I"tr·,)c,,,'u .:,f' 100 L.11:' -t~.:, ".;;'t"'·I':b':,·' 1'1,"::-"" 

PHlt-'E" LAOS~ fot" f"'.u ... ther· In.::tt'''.4c-t:1':.ns o.,·"j./u P" 1:'(; ' .. ~·:1-==-'.'~ ,_,';:: 
teo.fll·'·\'r. -t:h,).t Qt"E:"'. Th1: Sh"'JUF' 'ilet I.-.lith L.,c:. (Jer,. t· .. t·,,) r"b ,) 1.4 II .T·,", 
«nd retur"ed to lhal1arld 15 JUN. (Mu$~ aE5Uh,~ Grtt= ~0n'~~~~:0" 

QS UN.~ group u~ed G~lt: age,,1 net af)d ~$set~.) 

~lso ~eported b~ 5Qm~ source tt\ot r.\Ql G~,\e'~01 '~~C'1'A'" ;:':l~ 

,j.:J!'llvered ~1.4o.t ... tlt'~ I~+ 1 ... IF·n::: t'j LCI.':' 'J.~,o:-,·t'ilo,·= ~'-:""'Th ,~,~ ·r'·I.""': 

P l) I). '-I ':' 'I' • 
~~ll('t'lo:: SelF asso::1.: ''i:::.:·o:,·'t::- ·h"'"\)f;, ~p;:p r'.::: "I:·:'.=·£lt:,:·:: ,', :.:t·,~~·~ 
n~ar rHINE •. LROS· 
~~set s~nd3 WI'l~~&r) If,f0 ~0 

In~Qct i~ fo(:wa,~d iC3~i:l:lt) 
tl~n on c '~olc weddln~ "'1"9 
Qgent se,,~ boc~: to ~ite ~Or 

bor,e.s- • 

~bove i~~ormQtion ~u"11~d o~ler to JC;~C,'8t~t: ir~rh~a;Q~~i·~. '~l"~l", 
-i,: .. "~r dl'.·~$ ,.TC~:C lnt::!1c,:".·tJ~= " e ,·:'tr'-::fno:! into?r·~·.:~" ,:".f"I.j ,~~t'= "'; .. :.P' f!l':"',: 

in~o· R~·C con+lr'~~d D~ JCRt· Q~ I~C-130 "SF~,:-t:'~8" ~I~O' ~·~"I~~ l~ 
['t:c~ 1';"'72. "'i"il?'O rlll:".".":~·IO:::= J..:",.,)~' ... !r't~cr'.1Ft!I":'i·1 1,;,.1t'':~'I~~ ':I,~"!,,,'t' 

',.Il+e:'-:-, t'1"h,';:. "l~.-l'.:', 0:-,=-,:'11:10;: e,,', 1."'':,'''.'',j''''7i t'~'J:l '':t·.-:'I ... I':!-~:''.4'···'::·''·· 

JJ~ zu';"9.;-:.-+~ ft':· :~:::'!"'l':"" r:.-:: ,:,+·f.:iO:l':'.l·~ i!·llti'J1:·~,j '_I",ll 

re"'t..I,. t' c. t 1.rlE: L'J.';' 'J ':H::n i.:. !:. P~' .. ,'II' >?~- .t= 0 I..u- 1.loE:~;:. -= . 

1 l .J I': '-' (. • 

,. ' .. 
• '" ,..I ... 

If 
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1 t;. ,J \.IL 

.:.: i .;I,.!L .j : .• .. ~ .. 

8+(+{ PST rp1:s "MIP Theor~ Gets ~ Boost." Testimon~ b~ LTG 
.JO.fi • .::: 1'.Ii! 11'J,U.S, Dir"'. ['Ir" J (befot·.a HR $:R r4&P~ SC--Sc.l.)t .. z) -" 
~i9~'tll'~ b~ an indQchin~se l~afugee"'PQs$ed lie det~ctor_ •• 
f1t~m~~t e,~id~nce ~~t." ~POW/MI~) 

Ha~ch~r (CBS), Mather and 8ell (JeRe) and ~~s@lf meet at 
N~ll!z Tave,'I' to di~cu$s 9l.idance Qnd advice now·t~'nt the Lo, 
ag~nt i. ouer~ue and presuM~d lost. JeRe/Mather Su99@sts we 
SOFtCBS) "migh1: do ~etter, .as journalists, if we QPpronch 

LPDR directlw with tll~ info. because JeRe cannot initiate a 

",.: 

I"J(j-C":' HHTCI1ER (CBS) lH EIJPOPE, 1'1>=1THER (,TCRe' lH D.C., ~HC' l'11 IH U.S. 
liD He}1'! O'lS 1 tll 1'1 'HE[:' B" CBS ~)R pOF DUR'l NG THRT T 111E. 

.-. -.. :. .:' . 

Ir,d~F&nd~nt~ non-~roductpui m~etin9 wi~h Lane and CI,uck 
,'owbrldge (DlA) at Pel,~o90n re:' above., ) 

21 O·C~ :::3: 

Gold ring. and two data plates 1ro~ the AC-130 site.wara 
t,~rr)ed o"~r to 90F ~o~ 1475. Lao assets also report Q ne~ 

CrQ$11sit~ of Q ",et." , r 
G.:,l,:j US-.s}':iJe -';:le'pet·,tir,i?'d ,-.in9 lr·.scr·itllad a.s abovo? \,l."'e shown', 

, : , i '" , I , 

:' L .1 ():. : 

:: : : 
~. 

;;. :.;: : 

.~.'-, . 
Qo . .;, • 

,JCF~C·/8K'~.. . 
New ~~ite in+o 15: "Bloodc~it" ~41803S, recovered ~roffi Q Rje1 

.,·Ot.",et"' itenls "·;"·';'ffI .. the ne'.,.1 xsit.: include: F'ilot'-::; pistol!" 109-
book~ high-school· rin9, watch and dataplQt~$. 
Lao wQnt 5,000 Ba.ht for r~coverv uttemp,t-~in 01' l03e; Qnd 
35.000 8Qht upon recover~. SOF~'CBS declsion is to Yalt for 
'~uida'1ce Q"d advice-

I.IS~~ BG Qderholt (Ret.) ol1d HatcI1@t' (CBS) ~e~t Wlt), Ma~her 

'JeRe). "81oodct,it" confirM~d as "bQc~,seatet'" ft'Offi an F-4. No 
·i,j.ar".tlt.';:1 pr·o' . .ll·,je,j b';t .JCr;'C~ "10 ·~:.Jldart,:e r'e: r-IC-130 slte Q.~tior 

~Io"d reac)'es BKt( Vla t~el1Qble ~~o Q~sets t~)O~ "someone~ is 
j,:: ::. ·.:'ir,·;: "'t •. ':. ~":.:-':.: o:,'~~ •. ,:e':.·~le~" O'"le ~\"E.;:':+ is \1rr·.:-·:::tE::fj .. ,-,side L..~ 

tllrt l~. "·-=:l.;::,,.se'j (1.1>te··· ti"I,-'-=.e 1 .. H!:eh:; (1."t ·"~·HiKHEK, L~:'CtS. 

C-·l-::::(I 
,JCRe: -" 

xsit~ n~~t'" PRt<SE, 
110 t.'le,"" E:e 1-1 'H,d 

u i sit .• ) 

L.~OS, is l.'isited 'b':l HO.t ... ·)E':.I ~CO 
cd:he,."s. (S'lflle site ... \$ Nl_F SEP 82 
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SUBJECT: POW/IUA Incursion by JaJlles "BO' Gritz (S) 

1. The Incl was filed with in 1983. 

2. There is also a general scenario· of how 
was looking for POW/MIA. 

3. The guidance to pursue this area came from 

4. Information, numerous sources. 

• 

, . \ . \ "1="1/1'>'\"" 'P~'I' 
~ .. t I i ~,'II 'U; , 

Inc1 *10' 
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r~o7' llN DISSEMINATIOI'l 

SUBJEC'l': POif/llIli. Incursion by James "Bo" Gritz in Laos (5) 

REFERENCE: Grits OPLAN/Intelligence Summary, ·Operation Lazarus", (5) 

1 •.• -"lI. number ~~ sources proviaed informat~onthe attempts by retired 
specr.~ poree. LTC Grits to ofltain, through diiJCt action, the release of . 
alledged P(JIfs in Laos. --

~. yt( All '1'bai military personnel who are familiar with the operations of Gritz 
assumed that he was representing the US Government. This was based on his 
continuing statements that he bad been sent by the President of the United 
States • ....,., 

../;_'":." 

3. ~ The ~irst indication that scmethine) waS amiss was the fact that Gritz's 
team had only semi-automatic weapons. Scott weekly, the so called "Dr Death" 
on tile operation was saia to have modified the UZI'. to fire autanatic, This 
waS stated by some as ~aet and discounted by otbers. In any event the cOllllDunica
tions equipmeat possessed by the team gave them cr,4ibility, It was sophisticated 
and generally would only be available to us government agencies. 

e." - ,". 
I' 

•. SS' The Grits OPLAH and intelligence summary are poorly written and full of 
"Jingoisms-. They are not of suf~icient detail.to launch a "strike" operation 
into a denied area. Gritz continuously alluaes.-to Thai/US government support 
for his operations. Bis'st:ated int,.entiop was to get,on the ground in Laos, 
locate and Rseue live US POWs and then notify 'the US Pleet that he desired 
to' be picked"lIJ1' The problem was that at the time of Gritz's incursion, the 
fleet was seven days sailing tilDe away frOID his operational area, 

6. 
as 
US 

~S) Kajar SIIIith waS approached on this matter tecause of his background 
a POW. The Thais may have felt that his presence was an indication th~t the 
goverllllleDt was serious about POWs/MIAs, 

SECRET llECU!:SU'Ii:ll 

NO ~rqrrGN DISSEMINAllOh . 

J 
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9. lSI It should be understooa that MAJ Smith made no commitments or cOImIents 
on ~at he was told. He only agreed to pass on the information he was given. 

Incl 
Intel Report (Laos) 
Intel Summary and situation 

Report: Opn LAZAJltJS 
Map Sheet (Gritz overlay) 
HE 48-1 IndoChina and Thailand 
1:250,000, Series LSO. 

• 

MAJ, IN 
Commanding 

.' 

. , 

;. z.. 
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1. The information attached is a direct lift 
provideci to __ on 1 Feb 1984, 5UBJEcr, 
(5) • 

1 Incl 
as 

Inc! #11 

• 

, . 

from SFD-K intelligence report 
US POM/MIA in South East Asia 

z.J. 
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SUBJECT: Pathet Laos Military SITREP as of 19 Aug 83. 

1. The attached is not translated and has been provided to no one. 

1 Incl 
as 

Incl 812 
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SUBJECT: Intelligence summary/Situation Report/MAP: James "Bo" Gritz Original 

The attached is the plan for the ill conceived/planned operation by one 
JiDes "Bo" Gritz. 

1 Incl 
as 

Incl #14 
" 

- , 

.~,QA1)HEIGN !}j~~_ '_ ,- I 

Jt(tt- r 
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INTELLIG£NC['SUMHARY AND SITUATION REPORT: • 

OPE_.rlON LAZARUS • ---.... -_.-

'Bo' Gritz 27 November 1982 

:~~}, A. iNTRODUCTION: This sUl!IIIary h compiled with the expressed intent of 
" providing those persons with a need-to-know an overview of the personal;ties, 

<;;.',." plices. and events wHhin Southeast Asia comprhing the current effort to 
resolve the POW/MIA--fssue evolving' from the Vietnam War. OPERATION LAZARUS 

'c,';.'>, is designed specificlif1y to liberate U.S. POWs being held captive against 
their will by commUnist forces in Southeast ASia and to return remains of 

'" those MIAs that become available for identification. This multifaceted 
,;' 'mosak, when collectively pieced together. knits a coher-ent blueprint for 
; , accomplisMng this bold and ambitious plan. 

~:;'~';",< Intelligence has been gathered which pinpoints POW locations; targets have 
;,:":,,,;';,;~~.,',,:c,::ji'" been selected based upon vulnerability. accessibility, and chance of success; 

)- .:: ... 

: •• 1 -,'i: . 
·~:·_L •. · .. 

':" the U.S, team selection was based upon availability, willingness to conrnit, and 
experience; indigenous assets were filtered through a maze of test-challenges 
to weed out those wi low ia 1. The 

:;7~~~(:;:': ,", ,.. rema 
',' 'ThiS SU!Tf!Iaryshall explore each of the areas identified so the reader may 
": understand who, what, where, when, ;,why, and most importantly how OPERATION 
'!:ft1~'~iLAZARUS can succeed • 

. .. ': -- ' 
:'" ". 

,,'; '.' 

~.~"'>- :' ..... 
",.,.,,". 

,: 

Careful planning 
tec:h~lo ogy, spec opera ons experi ence and audac i ty wi th 

existing unconventional warfare potential in the local area into a precision 
intensive mission that can succeed if properly ,supported, 

", Finally, it is assumed that once liberation has 
will follow up with strong. positive initiati 

...... 
. ~'- .... ' . 

:.,,'."., 

, ' , 

"",' . 

; ue wi th a fina 1 'and acc 

• 
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E. CONCEPT OF OPERATION:' 
1. RECOVERY AND IDENTIFICATION OF -REMAINS: Receive from any source remains 

that have suppor.ting information; su~ as Aog tags. JD cards. tail numbers. crash 
sights. etc.'. for-'Shipment to the JeRe 10 lab in Hawaii. Initial expenses will 
be paid up to a maximum of 2,OOO.~ Thai; until positive 10 established. Then a 
bonus of 8,000 • Thai. for a total of 10,000 e Thai $444.00 

wOrked the two POW 1 i 

cases ns 
an MIA family's anguish 

Ie di s tas te 
ans, $444.00 U. S. is a sma 11 pri ce to pay 
regarding t~e fate of their- loved one. 

I 



.. ·----~3ItCgi7 .--- ..... -........ -
AI" avenues ·of· (tneu.· should be uplored Ind worked in conjunction with the 

,.." .•.. 'forced ltbiH,.tion. Failing actual freeing of U.S. POWs through finesse. the 
10 and intelligence on numbers and locations cln be used later in negotiations 
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~orrsolye the POW issue . 

4. ALTERNATIVES: If the Executive Branch has a better plan for liberating 
U.S. POWs that plan should be made known ASAP to the field team so proper support 
may be rendered, The team can provi de photogrpahs. I ocat ions. numbers. enemy. 
weather. terrain data, LZ-DZ information; pathfinder operation in support of 
U.S, ground effort, route control, diversion. stay behind, auxiliary. underground 
operations. attack and control of limited objective hard. points; guides. 
infiltration-exfiltration overland; target assessment and other' on-order type 
missions. 

. The purpose of OPERATIUN LAZARUS is to liberate U.S. personnel being held 
against their WIll by the conmunists. not to add to the population of POWs. 
While bold. the plan of attack has been carefully balanced around the calculated 
risk. The risk is high, but if success was not equally high we would not risk 
our freedom and embarrassment to our country. OPERATION LAZARUS wi II succeed 
if the U.S. government will cOfllnit itself to getting these warriors out with 
the same zeal it conmitted them during the Vietnam War. Facing truth and reality 
will find the U.S. emer~ .~. -,i.tJ1'lll.!U!.r ••. n,t.iOIl....IoIhile showing our military they 
are part of our society ,~ptr'..apcJrt r;rOlft'.to. ~e POWs went and did what others 

. \,... 1Ja,-" . ./.i '- .~ ( ~ t 'It! ) 
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feared and fled from. We have embraced those who failed to go--let us now provide 
a final embrace for those we left behind and save them from the despicable fate 
of dyi ng a lone and in the hands of our enemi es . 

f~ SlMIARY:Thts overview 'should be corrbined with all of the intelligence reports 
and situation su-maries generated during the past three months of operation. 

'OPERATJOHLAZARUS is not Simplistic in its approach to freeing U.S. POWs and 
should not be lightly dismissed as an amateur effort to do what is best .left to 
professionals. The author has extensive experience planning and conducting 
unconventional operations of this nature and has served in key pOSitions on 

, both the Army General Staff and Office of the Secretary of Defense. There is 
,',,'In acute appreCiation for both tne political and public sensitivity as, well as 
,'the internatiOnal ramifications involved. Having considered th~-entire scheme 
of players and possible results, it was decided to do whatever w-as ,required to 

,bring an honorable and timely end to an issue that has dragged on without measurable 
progress for 10 years. Obviously, there must be, a change in dynamics. Certain ' 

.," high level intelligence officials were concerned enough about the issue to allow 
", unofficial efforts through the private sector. General Tighe sawed the lirrb off 

". ,behind him'at reti rement by stating, in his personal assessment, we had left POVJs 
. behind. How the President, NSC Advisor, and Secretary of Defense have all 
,lamented that there are servicemen alive and in captivity. 

It was not my intention, originally, tp involve myself with-:;something I 
had put behind ~. but I was commissioned to verify the existence of U.S. POWs. 

" lpreferred to believe that there were none, as"it would have been convenient 
and I could have resumed my m.ilitary career. Unfortunately, there are U.S. POWs 

"still alive and al.though fired from from my position as private sector rep', as 
". , a human being I cannot quit: my comrades. Like it or riol the U.,S.A. is going to 

" .. ', have to.deal with·.th!! adversity, no matter how inconvenient it may prove to be . 
.;: I have total faith in President Reagan, but I also know that legions of faint 

hearts separate him from difficult issues. Careful steps have been taken to 

::.1.'. 

", .. ' .. 1nsurethe gate-keepers do not shut this out and that those self-centered cynics 
do not get a cll;>:nce to vote. 

, " I and thos,- ... <1.1 joi n me are bettl ng our 1 i ves that Amed ca will meas ure up to its 
responsibility. It is time the POWs came home. I intend to do everything within 
~ power to aCCQQPllsh that end by the close of this year. I 'do not believe the 
United States is my enemy. I intend to do everythi ng I can to coopera te and 
coordinate this effort with E~ecutive desires. It just needs to be finished and 
if I and my people don't do it, I don't know anyone in Washington who will. It 
takes action and both Teddy Roosevelt and John Wayne are dead. Hopefully, like the 
name of this operation, their spirit and resolve lives t day in h he r~f our 

'President, resurrected as those declared dead ·1 fl. 
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QUESTIONSI 

GEORGE SHU~TZ WAS QUESTIONED 

·S~lP THE US-~~OUL.O SUPPORT ArN EI"FORT:;.- HA\:'I;~G A 

"', ,-
I; .. '::' 

GOOD C~ANC~ OF BE;~~ 

.i£F:FECTII.IE. -HE LATER CLARIFIED THE STATEME~T BY SAYING THE USG 

"OOES' NOT -CO~OONE CROSS-BORDER FORA'IS (0.10. Gritz;', AHD THIIWS SI.'Cf, .. ," . 

RETURI~EO. -
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