
0 R A F T 

RAND 

rhi:t~faft~~at system: The Link 
Between:~:$./Jkgp:i;alized Soviet Prison 

.;:{~\.}:::::/~flmps andYA.merican POW-MIAs 

bRR-231-USDP 

May 1993 

Prepared for the Office of the Under Secretary of 
Defense for Policy 

resuits'.'Of.RAND research. It is unreviewed and 
une.dife&~·: Views or conclusions expressed herein 
are tentative and do not necessarily represent the 
policies or opinions of the sponsor. Do not quote 
or cite this Draft. 

NOT CLEARED FOR OPEN PUBLICATION 



.··:~·.· . 
. ,>?/~·.~:;:.: 

·.·.: 

.-·----
. :·.: ;~·.?·::i·.\(~.(:}_··.·. :. ·, ; . 

···.:·.-.... :~·.·· 



. ~ ....... 



a' 

- iii -

PREFACE 

This Draft Report (DRR) describes the organization, administration 
.:·.<X:):>;;';,-

and purpose of Soviet-era research facilities known as Sh.ar.ashka. The 

::::::::::::::l::::~=s~:::~:::u:::i:: ::::~::::::::;!~~~~!l~i~~;~~:o:he 
the post-Soviet archives, this paper explores to~~ use· of foreigi(/i'ows 

who were exploited in this way by the secur;.~(·~~J .. ~vices of the USSR . 
... •:::.::·.?:~~·... . . 

This DRR discusses the possible link .~~$.;~~~en .... :~.l:le Soviet MVD system 
·;,::.:: .. ::: ~~~:~,:!.·~? .. ~.~~-( ~-~..: .~: -:.:. . 

for exploiting foreign POWs and American·t,P.ow:?M.l.A:$\=>lost during the Korean 

·War. In addition 

for this document 

specialists in Moscow. English 

language sources in the 

This ORR is a part of a RAND· 

project on World War II, the ear·~y::::~P.:l.4;:;War and Korean War MIA-POW 

issues. Research for this paper ~~~:~m~~·~nsored by the Under Secretary of 

Defense for Policy a.~.4'.\4~¢ertaken J~~-hfti the International Security and 

Defense 

(NDRI), center sponsored by 

the and 

to government officials, 

of unrepatriated POW-MIAs 

seeking information on''·."tbe probability that American POWs were 

USSR during the Korean War. 

·: < ~?·:)::\:·.::~~:·: 
· .. ·.·.:-...... · .· 
~·-~~·~/:·::~ ~-

... -::: ·" 

···.:·-:·;::. 
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SUMMARY 

Sharashka, also referred to as Sharaga or "Paradise Is.laoos " were 
.;~:~-:~:·~~ .. -~::·: ~ l" , 

secret scientific research or design facilities that ope_iatk~if" within the 

Soviet GULAG system. The objective of this ORR is to ... <i,i~:~i,{-~ the role 

::::~~:e:::r:::::f~::~~~ p~:::e w::: :::c::r::s::l:;t~~r:·:~<7~*~~t,:fi rst 
is to examine the possibility that American ci.~~:~ens in general"::~i;(d. POW­MIAS in particular were exploited in Sbara~g,~t~rf;J.~s on the territory of 
the Soviet Union. The second is to discu~~;.:~t-~e d_¢,g;;-~e to which Soviet 

:::::::::: ~::~h:x:::~::: ::::~:: ::::e:4!-!~~~~~~t;c;;::r::a~:~::s:uring 
This ORR is a first step to~ard,. a more compl-~·1%~ understanding of 

:::d d:::e:n t:e::::: :::i::e f::~t~~~t~~~-~~:::. ci:~:::s a::r::y the 
impressionistic accounts of lab~f:-j:~6:ti~ffl~~-~::·.-in the Sharashka camps 

written by Soviet citizens (such ~*;)~~~~- Kopelev' s Ease My Sorrow and Aleksandr solzheni.~:~n~f~1Jrfe First '~*(Wgie>. This ooR is the first 
assessment of Sha.:tashka:.-:.'+n::.-:western literature that derives from primary 

:::::~::::::::;~ia~:~~~~:~::;t::::~:~::e::e w:::i::s::::n :d in 
place at the outbr~~~~~~t~)(if.he Korean War a sophisticated system whose 

purpos,e .... ~.~s to derive ·{~-~tical and technical intelligence and 

The pattern of 

during the Korean War 

reach of this system into the 

combat operations. 

for additional research 

into t·h·~:~'-"issue of American POWs in Sharashka camps. 

Sections One and Two of this study provide background information 

on the GULAG and Sharashka systems.· Section Two also explores everyday 

life in Sharashka camps. Section Three investigates the use of POWs as 

Do aat rapz ucluoe ar ntnaaalt 
wWum permiEcm at BAND 
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researchers in Sharashka camps. Section Four discusses the problems of 

locating documents pertaining to whether American MIA-POWs passed 

through Sharashka camps between 1945 and 1953 and proposes a methodology 

for future work on this topic. 
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1 • THE GULAG SYSTEM 

Introduction -::.~~·\{::~:?~?> 

:::~~::::::::::::::::::::: :::::: e::l:::~:~: (:::~;j~~~~~~~iii::.:ar 
War. The assertion 1 tested in this DRR states t.~.a.t Soviet securl:tY,:·· 

forces would not have moved Americans from Ka~~~:;~~fo the USSR wit~-~ut a 

compelling motive. One motive would have -~~;\~-~~.)~~~tract defense and 

:::::::::::::~::::r::::::::::::::::::::!!~\~~;~::::::::e:::~~::d 
would have been to conduct espio.~a..g~ operations w'i"f.hin the POW 

population. These 

of the NKVD, could have been 

territory of the USSR. This whose 

purpose was to exploit The 

issue is whether thi:l<f(y:Stem exploit American POW-MIAs from 

::: ::::n 8::;~~~-~:E;~~il;i~.~;;;;.:atidhs. 
To set the~·:::..s.F.~~·>,~.for a· '·~·scuss~on of the Sharashka system, one must 

:::::tw:::t:t::~:::~~~i~i:: ::e:::d5:::e:u::~:G::::::: u;:a:::::ye 
·.~:·· 

ispr~:Y.ii.fiin..Q~trudovykh lagerei i trudposelenii, or the Main 
--~~#t~~L>-~~i:~u;::.-,~::.~:;._=·:: ., . . 

AQJ#:ia~·$:t:rat..-+<>tt. of P r~son Camps) pr~son system. In the beginning, one of .. )·~~~~;:~~e;s''~.tf;~.Cessors, 1 the OGPU (Obedinenoe glavnoe politicheskoe 

-·:(~'))#.p.#~Y~.f?nie..);~';:.::~:_the Unified Main Political Administration), supervised the 

·.·.~h~~fgi·1~kisted alongside the RSFSR (Russian Soviet Federation 
{~~~-- former security organs of the Soviet state were the VChkP 

(Cheka, '1917-1922), GPU (State Political Administration, 1922-1923), 
OGPU (Unified Main Political Administration, 1923-1934), NKVD (People's 
Commissariat of Internal Affairs, 1.934-~946), MGB (Ministry of State 
Security, 1946-1953), and the KGB (Commlttee for State Security, 1953-
1991). . 

------
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Socialist Republic) and NKiu (Narodnyi kondssaruiat Iustitsii or 

People's Commissariat of Justice) corrective labor camps. GULAG was the 

harshest of the three camp systems because of its strict work ethic, 

abusive camp directors and guards and lack of food. OGPU ~.~:0s:~an G.G. 

Yagoda showed exceptional energy and ruthlessness in carryl.:.:r;rr:t·:,~.Out grandiose construction projects with the use of priso~.A~~~¥-frl'>. 
The NKVD (Narodnyi kondssariat vnutrennikh del o.;r:~,:P.e;o.pJJ::,s·.::.: .. 

::::s::~a :5:: ::::n::d::f :~:s ::r:::::t:::~ac::i:h:~~:u~:::it~f';;;'·'. 
undertaking. By this point there were at lea~~:\~~~=~eral hundred c~:ps in 

the Russian Federation, Ukraine, and Kazakhst~~h(~ith. hundreds of 
.. . . - .;~:~~:r·~~;·~~;::· .. ...-.~·:/~~(:.· .. 
thousands of prisoners--even possibly mi~f.~~:9,~fif\9.f.~F:P.i.;::Soners. Moreover, 

the NKVD helped to organize 

administrations in the late 

country's economic development. 

(Main Construction 

the 

Dalstroi 

GYZhDS ( Glavnoe 

(Water 

gornoi i 

metallurgicheskoi Administration of the Mining 

and Metallurgical Indu_:).~;"l;y) , and otB~1~f?;~. 

::::~~:~:~:~~;~~~~i;l~~~t~ii~~:~~~;~~~;~~~~~:~:;:~~~:~;~~~~~::~:~ 
arrest of crimin~{};~~~~t~.. He was responsible for the several hundred 

GULAG camps througho~~/~~i#.~P~oviet Union and developed some of them into 

:;;~f~~~:~-;~~:;.~a:o::~ve:: :::::e:e:s:h:e::~~::i::i::r::: ::::o::::ng 
.9P~:iations ·t:·~~#g_e~ed on German, French and other Allied POWs. Many 

,,;\i32f~~~~:}jr~~:::e::::s:~:::e i:r::e t::~:v::~:~gi::~ia ~:e a::::::e 
Sovi~:t>:::a~~{f~·~d the military title of Marshal of the Soviet Union on 

····. ·.~·::~ .. : :~ ... ~ 

2several of these administrati~ns became part of the USSR 
government. In 1953, Dalstroi became the USSR Ministry of the Mining 
Industry while GYZhDS was transferred to the USSR Ministry of Railw~ys. 

.··------
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Beria for his service to the state--a rare honor for a state security 

chairman. 3 

After World War II, Soviet dictator J.V. Stalin made a major 

reshuffle in the police organization. This made a dramatic;::/impact on 
. .<<.:·:.=,e~>/ 

GULAG's administration. In January 194 6, the Soviet dict·_at;o:.p·· removed 
-:·:.· ,· ... :.~· .. ·. 

Be ria as NKVD chairman and gave the post to Colonel Ge_,P.~.¥-~1f.~:·.;'$.-.. ~ N. 

::u::::~ ::::~Y S::~:: ::o:::n:~::a:::d c::::r::~~;'~~!:i~f~¥i~RSH. 
With that, the NKVD was split into two organizp·t-j,.ons. One bec~iii~/~he 
MVD (Ministerstvo vnutrennykh del or Ministr.y/?b:Wj;::the Interior) while the 

_.,.':.::~:;;:~x::·~ ·.. . . . 
NKGB4 (Narodnyi komissariat gosudarstvenne>~(iJ:i¢.;z.opa~posti or People's 

.. :-~;·:·:·;.:y;j~!.:~.~~ .·. ::·:~;·:.:~?: ~-~-~.'-.'· 
Corranissariat of State Security) became t.:~.~:~ffi~~-;~:.-<:H;i:#isterstvo 

gosudarstvennoi bezopasnosti or Ministry .;.~:~·{i:,:~;£~.¥.~:/$.e~urity). Stalin 

retained Kruglov as MVD chairman and appoint~:~P/~ik~~H;~:head General V. S. 

Abakumov as MGB chairman. Simult~~eously, Stal·~~{~k~fted Be ria away 

from supervising state securi~r.;i.;~~~{~t~Jftttt(~,:,. Beria' s new job was to 
oversee the development of atoirii~·:.:ijna···'q~ilii.e.ii't.:i-6nal weapons. 5 Beria 

::t:~:e:o::e:l:~::::e w~::u::~~tlr'i:;;~~:d to be quite beneficial 
By 1953, sever~l:.)hfirtdred, or ~~;~:(~'8ine estimates several thousand, 

population centers 

the camps ranged from 

prisoners. At its 

estimates as large as 

twelve million inmates·;:~:<or Zeks--since millions of people were 
. ::;·:<?:~~:~·}<.;·:~f.;.. . 
~mp~,;::::?.9.n~~--,·:~~· .. success~ve waves of repression. The first wave of 

. )-2/f:~~)~F·::;~·::\/}:);~~~::~::~~(?~:, 
<f:.::·(/::~_?· 3H. G&;f<:iiq-~;~ Skilling and Franklyn Griffiths (ed.), Interest Groups 

(/:);:lf.i./?$pviet gb);·.ttics (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 
.. ·'··<:~~~t(3t~~>. P, ....... t~f:;: :· 

···-:i; .. :~-:::}~t·i:r~d~.:_.in 1941 for wartime internal security operations. 
·-::,.;.::.:-"i.~k~i~i'./Deriabin, Watchdogs of Terror: Russian Bodyguards from the 

Tsars··:;:t;_:?f?t .. be Commissars (United States: University Publications of 
America):·1984 >, p. 233. 

GAmy Knight, The KGB: Police and Politics in the Soviet Union 
(Boston: Hyman and Unwin, 1988), p. 3~. 

7 Interview with Ludmilla Lebedev~ February 15, 1993, Moscow, 
Russia. 

Do 1a0t 16Pi &Hiuoe: ar retrlallalllt 
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prisoners was taken after Stalin launched a series of purges in the 

1930s. After World War II, thousands of Soviet soldiers who had been 

labeled "traitors to the Fatherland" because they had retreated to avoid 

capture or had been captured by the Germans were sentenced to ... terms 

ranging from five to twenty-five years in the GULAG. Book~~,:'j~:j,{)soviet­
era dissidents, such as Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn's Gulag A#.~~j~~~ago and 

. ::.~ tr ... =.~,::-.;·::/·. ::.~::~:-.. 
The First Circle, provide an account of the extend anc;i=(l:i:q#~:O.~<A>~ .... these 

prison labor camps. ·<:.:\:·::~::~/-~~·· ~. ;:.:!.~~-~{?:;<~;:·:>::;:·>. 
GULAG prisoners built large portions of the Sovi~~- infra~lf~~~;~-~-e. 

Hundreds of thousands of starving· and poorly cl:~.t:h¢d prisoners er~:~ted 
the first gigantic construction projects of .. ~-4#Ji;&h··~;J!fl despite the lack· 

~~~::;;~~::~~~~~~~:~:~:~~t:~:~~:;fr~~!~Itttt:~;::~~;:~~;:::::· 
Murmansk, the Moscow-Volga Cana~-S·!.~~i::.t::$,··'.o.f the Mos~J~ subway system, the 

Saratov-Moscow gas pipe-line, t4~;~~~4¥ig%~~t~~fP• many large 
metallurgical, chemical and other;~:·;P:l:ant..:ij};,·;..~·cat.ec;i at Kuznetsk and 

Magnitogorsk, military fortificati·b.~~-~~?{;_~:;·fields, underground 

installations, harbors, .--~~ilroads ag~:;-~~~mic plants and installations. 8 

NKVD generals or c·o~:~~1i~;:{~~pervised \~£~:·productivity, security, and 
::.<::·· .. :;;/·:::".>?>:~·::'· . 

penitentiary aspec-t:$:/:o£ : t;}1.e;_.:~ULAG camps and administrations during the 

::~:::0:£ a::igt~~~~~f;f~l~;1~~::n:e::d::~~oners died due to 
After Stalin' s··,·:._~e~a.t:h:,::~n March 1953, Sov.1.et leader N. S. Khrushchev 

transferred scientif·~:~j::~~-~tJ"'i."echnical GULAG administrative functions to 
:,. __ ·::·.:· .. 

defense::and: ..... economic ministries, 9 stripping GULAG of its 

scientific and technical contributions. For 

reportedly turned over to the 

Sslnipii. Wolin and Robert M. Slusser, (eds.), The Soviet Secret 
Police (Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, Publishers, 1957), p. 
149. 

9wolin, p. 28. 
lOKnight, p. 50. 

.··-----
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GULAG Administration 

The Soviet security organs divided GULAG camps into six 

adrnini~trative organs which supervised life in the GULAG. Each division 

served the GULAG's four main goals. First, GULAG security ,._:t:q:~ces sought 
. . ·~;.~:~::~.:·:::~::~ ~. ~ 

to isolate unrel~able and "suspect elements. " Second, ~ecu:~ity organs 

supervised the transfer of a prison labor work force 9J¥\~~'Ay:._distance 

:::p::x::~ p~:::~h, T:~:~ :::::s::::~::d 0;::::d::~rt~~::~~~~~~~j, .. 
prisoners. These "sub-administrations" contiru:i~.d to exist fol:·{:~~{~g the 

::::~:ni :;;;;;:;;~ t;~:;~:;;;r;;;:;;~!l~l&d:~;;;;::;;: ;;:;;:::s 
( Upravleniye kapital nykh sooruzhen1J·~~M}i:h~;_::.::13uilding 
Construction Division, :;;_tli-e:·-'.Lumber Divis·fg£;~ .. the Agricultural 

:::::~:· d:::l:~::::~{~f~~g~~~l:::o:v~::o::v:::o::mp 
determined the program -Q;:::.:t.{l~f\¢"amp inmates. 

• ~::::::;;ii,~~~i;~::::~~~~~~:o::::::~::::::::::::::::~~~dthe 
Divis.i;:~J:ri6.r .Kfi:b:6:~tt:ting and Work Distribution ( Uchotno-

• A:::::~!!t~~~i~~:~:~;~~~:::::::~::::~:~:::::~~~These 
.····· ._l:;>odies super~.rS:~d the Personnel Division, the Administrative 

<f~.'f~Biti}if~f?:~;~~ousekeeping Division, the Medical and Sanitary Division, 
:.:.::::.~.::·(::·,:.-- · ·-·..:_tt;l~:_:•V':eterinary Division, the Housing Division, the 

·A~sm~i~~;~;.;;;~ .. ~~~~~:::~:::::::::::::: w:::l::::~~~k::::~::::::::~::: ::e 
··~</::~:;~:>=.-~~isoners of War and Internees (Glavnoye upravleniye po delam 

plennykh i internirovannykh or GUPI) and the Main 

Transportation Administration :iGlavnoye transportnoye 

Do llat 1epz ocluoe ar N'triUIIalllt 
wWunn Pftmi8Dcm at JLAKD 
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upravleniye) to transport prisoners and supplies during and 

after World War II. 

• Po~itica~ Division: Supervised and ensured that the USSR's 

(Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) Communist Part;y .. of the 

Soviet Union (Bolshevik) indoctrination and propaga:h~/;, 

• P::::: v::ans Division: Security forces f~~;··~*~~;,L.\".6:~}~, . 
·: ·~.~:.:_.:· . . .. 

Each of the above organs implemented a harsh regime on G~rld\:~:).}(·· .. "';,. ·::·::· 

:::::::~to:~:::ds::::;e;o::e::: d:: ::~.~;w~~~~3;;~d~bi::: to 
complete their production tasks. The GU~~~;./~~Jl;i;:~~:;.a:tion made sure 

· ::::s P::o:;~ h::e::i::y:c:::r::e:n t::u::::~1~~~~~~::~rs P::::::r: 1. 5 

walked in a single-file line for no. more than th·~:~f.~)~j~[~utes during the 

evening. Moreover, GULAG adminis~~:~~;~d~s:'·.:f.ailed to ~~ovide inmates with medical care. Chronic illness ;~~~E~~;~{~;~~~£1i'· asthma, hypertension, 
rheumatism, and heart disease were\::p:¢~.~ .. ~#~.~tea~·.- . Millions of prisoners 

died. contact with the outside wo~·i·~.}$;~~r:·~rohibited.12 

~~wolin, pp. 1~~g~~:~'~'·j,,b !'i~Jlfn'-
Jacques Ros~·L::;:;:=.·The.:·:?¢l?J.g, .. Handbook, (New York, NY: Paragon House, 

19 8 9) • p. 3 3 8. , :G1~1,{f;~:i~;,;::"f;·i;£;¥/' 

::·:.:·~·;~::<· ~. 

. ~·- ·."::.: ·.·· :; ~~··':' .' 

.. ·. ~··.' ._: .. 

l'·.>·:·,. 
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2 . SHARASHKA 

Administrative History 1930-1953 

In contrast to the banality of GULAG horror, a 

unknown yet salient component of 

Soviet and foreign scientists and 

Soviet defense industry projects. Sharashka re.sulted from one···6£·.<~-· 

Stalin • s famous show trials of the late 1920;;:Jf;~.ft.~:rom May 1928 th·~·~ugh 
July 1929, fifty-three engineers and tech~~~~:~~:~~:·: ~:;ood trial for 

.. :: :.: ~::; :·.-:;r.~ ~~ ·. . .:::.~~-~-:·.:. ~-.:--..... 
attempting to create the Industrial Par~y:f:ff~~~~'}?.;$i::~fi~·zation which 

:::::::::::::::0~:::::~::.:::::::::~ :~;;~!~~~~~::::::::d::::::::~ 
The court sentenced the scient~~-:~~:t/f~~:.f:l.i9+-~~~g L. K ...... Ramzin, a leading 

:::::::::::::::::::::::~:;~!i};ff!~~:::::::::::::::n::::~e As 
the show trials and ~s:~:: .. arrests c~~[~I~ed, the security organs sent the 

:::::~:~~;:~~~i~jf!f:ii~~~:~~~~~:~::~~:;~i;~;s~~~~st~~:~::h:: 
the GULAG systero~:_,·::·.:::*-~~~~:;_'·::*ftC?Wn as promploshakda (industrial site or 

·-:~ ?.: ~:·;~~:;:}~--~~~-
territory), these canip?~J¢xisted near large industrial enterprises. 

Sol~~~ij{B_~yl~k_describes Sharashka camps in Gulag Archipelago. From 1930 

,if·~~~;J£~S~tf·;~~t .. Sharashka camps were located in only Russia and 
_,;::,'J(~(t'.akhstari:~::.::.-:~·~-t:ter 1945, they proliferated throughout the Soviet 

·.:>:-\).:~~~~:.~~ 4 .. /~~;=~:~emote areas, security officials constructed the camps 

-~.~~a~~-:~~6:(.~~-i;;:::/~~·~d labor camps so prison officials could tap educated GULAG 
·.· ·:~·;·::~_j;·=.:·., ·:~::·:: _:_: = -·. 

pris6ri~·i.:'~·$:·:.>as potential assistants for the Sharashka scientists. One 
· .. ,;.··· 

13The plural form of Sharashka in Russian is Sharashki. 
14Lebedeva interview. Interview·with MVD Colonel S.I. Kuzmin, 

February 18, 1993, Moscow, Russia. See Appendix for a chart of probable 
Sharashka sites and industries throughout the former Soviet Union. · 

.··----
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Sharashka camp, established on Furkasovsky Lane behind Lubyanka and the 

Izhora Factory in Moscow, was concealed in the confines of that large 

city within easy access to the country's ruling elites. 15 The OGPU and 

its successor, the NKVD, kept extensive lists of all specialists and 

tracked their movements through Shai:ashka camps . 16 .• )'i;~@f.> 
There were several infamous Sharashka camps. For ~i.~_i~, in the 

bacteriological weapons. 17 

institutes were located in Moscow, 

one of the leading Soviet aircraft of the 

mass arrests. In 1938, the 

people" and sent him to work in a Sharash.~·~:p/~/~~·~Y. J~:9.:~'::3:·:/ the security 

forces released him. Many of Tupolev • s ~{f.f~l~~~~~:N4;~~· a number of his 

other industrial designs emerged from Sharas~-Ji~i:~~¥:w~~.\~,. ... ).n 1946, the MGB 

monopolized all such special resea;ch institutes·::·;~~~~\f.~ansferred 
Sharashka findings to the armed .:thi~~~~i.:·~~<i:..other se~~~rity organs. A 

. :~~;~;t f':.:~;:_:~.::·::~::~~~~:-~:~~·i~:-.< ::;_:~; ~: .~ i~~·i,~~:~.:.~ ..... 
number of scientists, engineers-;t:.:.a.:n~:.~··o.~:h~$.6.5Pett::.t.a1ists, including 

·:·:}:;~··. ~~~=:~.~-.. · · · ~ :~:- ~/~~.::·~7·?-:r .. ~~~<·:~:: -~·:· 
satellite experts, engaged in deve.~~opipg{~~:$ck'e'ts, radar, submarines, and 

atomic e·nergy . 18 This type of wor~~r~~i~:~:~/i~curred at OKB (Osoboe 

konstruktorskoe biuro o.r ..... _$pecial Co~,~~i.~tion Bureau) facilities. 

Sharashka • s scienti.:t:~'§'@#~~!' was ap~.i~i~ in many of the Soviet Union • s 
irrigation and tr~#~P.-~·rt·a.:~.j;:q~,. projects . 19 

:::::~:::::::::!~~~ii~i~~;:~!~~·::;::e~=:~:::::::::::::::o :::~::: or 
scientists and rocket s~J·alists, went imprisoned in Sharashka camps 

·;~:··. 

after b.e.i;iig~,.!:J~-'~~apped in Germany or captured by Soviet forces during 

life in the Sharashka 

an 

1918-1956: 
Experirizer{~··~·?.l:n Literary Investigation III-IV (New York, NY: Harper & Row 
Publisher·s·/ 1975), p. 87. 

16Kuzmin interview. 
1 7Lebedeva interview. 
lBwolin, p. 107. 
19Kuzmin interview . 

,'Y-----
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abundance of current professional lit~rature and freedom to discuss and 

explore topics with fellow prisoenrs. Internees often lived in a single 

dwelling or compound where they also worked--usually laboratories were 

on the first floor with living area on the second level. 'm}~, .. had no·--
. .;~::.:~::.::<::·:: ·~ 

restrictions on communicating with each other so that cq~'t~®'i:ie and 

::::::::~::: :::::::: c::~:::: r:::r::~:h::::~:~::;::;wf~'f!~~~~i:!~~'e:::ht 
officials did not ration food. Prisoners spen:t~~::-;.t_heir free tim~;·.:.~f~ying chess, volleyball, and basketball. .,;'/t(((~~:y. 

Sharashka populations varied among c.~_mp~;./" S.#!i:~~shka prisoners 

::~:~::::~:::sia:::::::::::or f:::e:::~:et:~~;~';h:::~::=:a::~:en 
several thousand specialists. ..f:#.#-:.:·:\~~~mple, the ··~i&,.~;ashka where aircraft 

:::::::s:: ~ ~ 1 Tupolev worked ~*~~~t:::i~"~ll~~f.;'technicians and 
20see Figure 2 .1. Based on fi:gu·P.:!s given during interviews with 

Lebed~~Ian::!J::n;;:th.';\ii')ttor Sokol!~~~~{: February 17, 1993, Moscow, 
Russi a . . : :}:·.::::r:·;·.!}J.::://)\::.' . :::.-:.·· 

; ; ~ ;• I • ,,•, ·- .• ·,;. 

/::~;:f(./' i;::;c·::;,, , . . .. 

. .. -: ·'::J,:ffi ;;;·/:~~fi":::f j<?W;:. ·.· 

: '·~·~:·.:·, 

.-·------
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Sbarasbka Administration 

Sharashka prisoners faced less supervision and better lLving 
.· ~ __ ::.:::~:~.~/;~;,· 

conditions than other Zeks. Sharashka camps had a separat~~·-~:~:~rsonnel 

Division, Administrative and Housekeeping Division, Medpt,~t~~~d Sanitary 

:::~:::::c ::~::i:::::~:~::::::~:::~:: t:~:::::::~ ::,:~~::;!~!~E:'t.:::.·· 
example, the above divisions shared responsib.:~jf~~Y for the trans~:~rt of the prisoner to the prope~ authorities anj:~ifl~~,\~~?;J/:~ to. the camp. 22 An 
Operative Department prov1.ded research ~:~P~~~?.::~:-:~.;:OJh}~ver Sharashka 

·::~:::::s~ov:::r:::~r::: ::::::e:~::::::~:~~::~~!!l!if:.:n:nt:::::cians 
in Sharashka camps with many oi~!.i~J:~t::f2d~asi~. needs ;·nd more. Officials 

Lev prisoner, 

reflected: 

set up 
engine~i"~:·; .. :w~.r;~:.~ higher degr·ees, inventors--
they.';·~¢:·;::'i.i$:Eid'<t~~ being spoiled. They get lots of 
moq~:i/;~hd. ~P.:~1~~·::·;ood rations. . . . In those 

Prison offic~!~ilii;.i;,:~~~!~~:~:::~~~::o:::~:e~~::::~:: to 

in 

correspond with their·~t~sest relatives. Sharashka prisoners had the 

oppq_.;:1;~~--.i,i;y:z~7.to send pay to love ones at home. Even family members 

,}(*~t.t~~:i;~~~~;;t~pr i soned relatives . 2 6 Finally, the Sharashka camps had 
·'·<·~·~~=f~Jitl.vely·:i~.~w;··:.guards. In the 1930s, there was one guard for every ten 

<·:;;{fF2~~~iftlill~~L~t~~l~ub~~:~:ar:~r 1s9o618~~enitsyn, The First Circle (New 

··::.:.~uptUn 1.nterv1.ew. 
24-:f{\izmin interview. Kuzmin, who worked on Sharashka and GULAG 

issues for ten years, provided the authors with many cites from regional 
archives. 

25Kopelev, p. 4. 
26Rossi, pp. 498-500. 

··----
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prisoners. 27 In general, fences did not surround Sharashka camps since 

in many rural locations there was no where to flee. Overall, the 

atmosphere in the Sharashki seemed free for pure academic thinking 

dedicated to the Soviet state; but the prisoners lacked the f.;Jteedom of·-

movem:~:~ :~n interview . : ~~:;i'Df{,~Jl~t";;~;:;i: ; 
2 8 some Russians and Germans argued that these arra:rigement:·s·~>~~,C,:t~~#l·ly 

made the academics happy since they now lived in "monasteries" ·d:edica.ted 
to scientific research and discussion. Kuzmin a.~·(i,_ Lebedeva inter~"i-~ws . 

. :·: .;..~ .. 
. :.·:~}-{Y::· .. ~ .. '· 

·.·.: 

·;: .. : 

.··-----
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3. POWS IN THE SBARASBKA CAMPS 

Foreign POWs 

Foreign POWs were forced to work in Sharashka 

was to obtain military 

which new technologies with military applicatio~s could be 

applied. Within the Soviet leadership, the a.~.~~J~iation between security 

chiefs Beria, Abakumov and Kruglov provide9,;?;~~~~~1·~·m~pdous opportunity for 
. - .)·.::/·.r·::;~!..::~-~·· >~./~~-Y~··.:.'. 

boosting Sharashka' s role in the growth .o:!.A$.:oV'i~t':·T:d~·fense industry after· 

World N: ::~icials directed the removal c;:~M}~~~lfi~±o, specialists and 
industrial equipment from occupie4 . .- .. Germany to t~~::/;-~~~:~et Union for use 

in Soviet industry. 29 Foreign j~~~t}~~·:=:.>~~·::.·.S.harashk·~ system were forced 

to provide the Soviet state wi~~~~~~~~~~~~{~f~ and other information 
that contributed to the producti·~~:·::·~~;~;;:~~~poris· systems and a more 

complete· understanding of foreig~:·:.:~;§.N1:~·~ and strategy. Soviet 

officials tapped Ge~~:(.-::J?.QWs for t~~~J~~~nowledge of chemistry, physics, 

·:~~curity officials created a 

Soviet scientists in the creation of 

Foreigners contriE~t~d greatly to Soviet defense industry, 

inc~~f~~:~}~'h:~·, Soviet nuclear weapons program. Soviet engineers designed 

:~#.~j§Kf:f-6i~K¥~}:·~ssiles and other anti-aircraft weapons based on data 

.:.'H.:~:t,qg.;ined :f'~¢~:.::~·~rmany POWs. Soviet documentation shows how information 

•'if(,;:~~i~~~-::~~~~=:::t:o::s:::t::::r:::i::d w::l:e:::e I: ::::ted the 
unders·t~.pciing of American materiel, doctrine and strategy. The demand 

29see Lev Kopelev, Ease My Sorrow ~New York: Random House, 1983), 
p. 4. 

3°wolin, 23 • 

Do aot repz ocluoe ar NU'alaallt 
wUAam permgaa or B.A.ND 
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for data on materials and flight characteristics of foreign aircraft 

intensified as the Cold War progressed. 

There is no reliable estimate of how many foreign POWs were 

exploited in this manner, nor is it possible to determine from extant · 
.':./:::::\,:;:;,-

data how many POWs were not repatriated from the Soviet Uni:.On.:~:::-· It is 

possible, however, to describe the structures of the o~:]~~~:~;·~-~n. whose 
task was to derive information from and recruit agent_$;.:=ajttoi:rq·:.-:;f--Q.~e~gn 

POW s . ··';.. .:fi('-!Y' .... "'=X-[f-t~i::~,~;~·. 

MVD P:r:n:n::~e:, ::::::n::::: and ~j.;~~~~; t~sessment Report 

-- obtained for this study contain a great de .. ~~~~:)~£·· it?;~q~ation concering 

:::::::::::::::::~:::::~::::::::::: :::::~~!!~i~~;.~:::::::::::::: v 

velikoi otechestvennoi voine sove,t/$:'k9g9:., naroda l9~}Xj945 (About Spies, 

Operative Work with POWs and Iri.f£~1~~1[;:~~fN~)Cf~bf-oner During the Great 

Patriotic War of the Soviet Peop'i~{:=.::~9-4·J.."f-l:B.'~:"$t:/ · summarizes and assesses 
'·: <= .... ;_:.'i~:~· ~<!~i::::t:":-i:·. . .. , :;· 

the methods and results of programs;_·,·j;;·s¢.·¢~','.·to exploit foreign POWs on 

Soviet territOry. Bet:~~~1945-19~-~~(~~ officials had the 
responsibility for· l~·t::iT1g. POWs who ·~:¢uld work for Soviet defense 
. : .; . .;-;,::;:::·~.-;~:··:::·<~.\.<:~· ·:·-' 

industry. 31 Seve~~/-.wvo·.:~:a~nistrative organs pursued this goal, viz, 

:::t::::::~:~:~:~fJii~~~:~~~~~:::::~::~::::~::~ a::a:::h:::ir own 
agents (usually Ge~~h:.:~~$#¥t>nals referred to as "X") in POW camps. The 

.q,!·.~.:~·~_:, 

agents w~.l;-~; given the task to identify German prisoners with highly 

-:-iifli!;~~i~!~::~~::~~~~:~~~~:;~:~~:::;~::~:~:~~~~~~;:::::::: 
the·~'.:·ds~}.K':}:~~:~.:~~ion Machinebuilding Ministry, the USSR Metallurgy 

··.:;/::;::?::·.~_:: 

31The MGB and the MVD maintainted detailed written records of all 
POWs who passed through the Sharashka- camps. Beria helped to establish 
this system and it "recorded prisoner movements better then modern-day 
computers." Based on Kuzmin interview. 
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Industry, the USSR Electro-Industrial Ministry, the USSR Heavy 

Machinebuilding Ministry, the USSR Industrial Construction Materials 

Ministry and the USSR Chemical Machinebuilding Ministry, or any other 

organization--wanted to tap POW knowledge, the request first/:·.h..ad to be·· 
. .::::.:·>.e?/". 

directed to the USSR Council of Ministers. Th~s body CO'IJ.l'd·,:-:.authorize 

~~~~:~~::~;:~::~~:~~i:::~~::;::~::::~~~:~::~,~1;~~~~!~~1iij~;:an, 
Figure 3 0 1) 32 dgg}~;«W"',Jr 

32ob- agenturno-operati vhoi rabote s .v.o.ennopl:ennymi i 
internirovannymi, zakhvachenymi v velikt?i'/:Sf:/if{¢·]i~$?{i/ennoi voine 

. sovetskogo naroda 1941-1945 (About Spies, ..... ().P.~~a:~-i~e w'ork with POWs and 
Internees taken Prisoner During the Great Pa·e#i.q~f;tLJ-lar, 1941-1945) (Top 

Secret) 0 <i\f:!·&;~\i:\; 

·;: .... · 

Do aat nrproO.uoe ar retr&Uialt 
wWunn ~- ar JI.ANJ) 
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Figure 3.1 : Organizational Chart of Sharashka POW Interaction with Soviet Bodies, 
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Chapter 11 of the MVD report, "Vyiavlenie vysokokvalifitsirovannykh 

spetsialistov i nauchnykh rabotnikov, ispolzovanie ikh v interesakh 

nashei strany" (Exposure of Highly Qualified Specialists and Scientific 

Workers and Uses of Them in the Interests of Our Country), ,J=s,: .. divided ·. 
. .<..:".~·;:.~:;?-;/ 

into three sections that analyze various contributions ma~c:ie.:;:~y foreign 

POWs to Soviet industry. Section one, Organizatsionnye)~~~£~6~.riiztiia, 

;::::::k:n:o:t~o::t::o:0::~~t:e~::::::z::~o: ::::~~·~::~~~~~;tr:.#:: 
POWs for Soviet defense industry work. This s.~~q~ion, which ana:i}/i~s the 

aftermath of a 1945 NKVD order to search foJ:-:.:ibtf~~: with backgrounds in 
:,':\\/{:·.: .. 

chemistry, radiology, nuclear physics and.~e.¥e._citro.ri:i:(:s, also describes 
- .... ~.:;:~·(.:~~~;·:~!..:~.~~. .·. ::.;~·\~~~ .\:.:. 

where the POWs worked and which ministri;~sP,~e.~.~~:$.:p.::· their findings. 

section two, Poluchenie ot voennoplennyk~··.~·:i~f~:.~W,t~fb~r~vannykh 
tekhnicheskikh predlozhenii (About POWs and ~h~~~~:~~:~::· of Technical 

Proposals), discusses the marine;.<*:~:· .. ,~hich Germa~··:-;:,~b~:~ worked alongside 

::~:::::::i::::::::::~ ::::::!ti!~!ii~~~!~::::~~::;a~:::::;:~::::: 
i internirovannykh v narodnoe khd~l~&?if.~'~o SSSR (Transmission of 

Specialties from a .~W@.e~·~ .. of POWs ·~~&:r:hlternees to the Peoples Economy 

to Soviet 

reiterates the degree to which German 

location of camps they worked in and 

This section also gives a 

POWs. For example, out of 

a totaJ ... ~~ 1, 353 POWs 'Virio worked in Sharashka, thirty-one worked for the 

u.~}~~~~~?~., .. of Defense. The third section, which gives an assessment 
1 .:~-?.f:;:=;_:tlie Ge~n·:,.:~OW' s work, asserts that while POWs contributed much to 

·:i, .. ;;:~~~~~i:i;fl~~::~::::::: i::::::::w::::::::n::::::~:: t::w:0 :ocused 
on t~~::~::::~·~i-lowing eight objectives. 

Obtaining tactical information from POWs for immediate use. 

Do aat nproduoe:ar retnaadt 
wWum PftJIIiEcm ar BAND 

··-----
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Recruitment of agents among German POWs whose task was to 

identify POWs who possessed scientific and specialized 

technical training. 

Intelligence gathering on German military decisionmak.~.ng. 

Work results from German, Japanese, Romanian, 

officers. 

NKGD operative measures to exploit 

and their relatives in Austria, 

POW 

· .. ::-:.~:::_~-~~-~:..~ ... 
/~. ·~· 

Korea and Manchuria. 

Exposure of intelligence 

Exposure of American and English activities against 

the USSR through POWs. <~-':::::::.:-

Methods for recruiting agents among POWs who 

This was organization mission of the Korean War 

:::c:t P:a 
1
:
0 
~barasbka canp5~lf!i,2:!:i:{~)[:~~@f"· . 

The pattern of Soviet contact·+w;l;.th·,<Atner~can POWs in Korea points 

toward the conclusion that the MVD foreign POWs 
...... 

was extended Thus far there 

is no direct were placed into Sharashka 

camps. camps originated from other foreign 

POWs in II and during the Korean War. 

Recently, the u.s:.::·~s~*a_t:~.,_Select Committee on POW/MIA Affairs confirmed 

the transfer of Ame~f~~;'~s to Soviet territory during the Korean war. 
One cann,o,t -.~xcl ude the p6ssibili ty that Soviet intelligence organs 

:;\;~~~~~~~~i~~:::: :: :::r:::::t c::s~ussian press suggest that the 
.. .--;::~~'!A~~ may ~-~yf;i:,.·taken Americans to the Soviet Union. For example, 

. :b~~L~,~~~~~z~::~::e~n G:::::i:h:::a:::::d r:::a~:: ::::k::e w:: ~~:~ of 
aircra;··J<:.:a-Ah' for downed pilots. Colonel Dzhagarov outlines how the 

Soviets took Americans from Korea tq the Soviet Union to secret 

.-~-------
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interrogation sites in the USSR in order to extract military 

knowledge. 33 

In December 1991, in Na Strazhe, Major Valerii Amirov, a military 

journalist from Sverdlovsk, is reported to have testified b.e.':f .. Q.~e the 
_<:.:.:>·:::·.-~;· 

Russian Parliament subcommittee on POW/MIAs to the effect)that he had 

interviewed a former KGB official in Kazakhstan who had/~~~:~~·~·-invol ved 

:::n::::::o::: t~::e 0:e:~ 5 :e:::::n t:a:h:0::e:0 f ::z::h!!:~/~,~~f~r::::: 
in 

of 

emerging technologies at the Saryshagan missile~;·,:test site. More.o'ver, the use of pilots and their crews in Shara:7~~~?f1t have been part of 
this distribution of POWs throughout the S;qy.±'et ~mp·ire. If Americans 

::::o:::::::::::::s:::i:::::::::::::: :~~tli\;.::f:i::i::l:s :::at:: 
Kaza:::::~::::i::p::. Be:::::r.ff.~~~~~~~{~$~~ty. 

34u. s. Congress. Senate. ~·=·:s~·;r.~ct ... ':¢.61xiit(.:litt·ee on POW-MIA Affairs. 
POW/MIA's. Report 103-1. (Wasli;t.i§:1;P.·~~~<))t::·.··,,:U.S. Government Printing 
Office,· 1993), p. 443. ...:.:~·<:;(}/:.'~·::· ... 

. . v~ !:.':'.·.~ ... ·:::.~··.: ·,~.{.~.~.~.~ ... ;.~~ : . . -:·\~:~:):·:;:·:·>-.. -
...... 
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4. THE PATTERN OF SOVIET CONTACT WITH AMERICAN POWS IN KOREA 

The Motive for Soviet Contact with American POWs in Koreai';;i,:(t;?•,. 

The Soviet structure for exploiting foreign POWs q.~~~~g~f~ed in the 
. :>·:~:·.:·:~:·(.·>.:\.::::: :··,; .:., 

MVD assessment was intact and in operation on Soviet.(~.~~~:i:i~~:#y}.w.hen the 

::r:::e:a :a:::::l:u:~e :::i::t ::::o::a::::e:f c:::::''[::::''::1f~~Arws 
after World War II. The pattern is also con;3:;{~:.~~nt with NKVD efforts to 

, :::::::::::::1~:::~ b:;::::::::f :::::~::;~~~~~'~i~~~::::::::::::::~: on 

the ground was multidimensional. The missi~~::~14~:·~~~A:~~\:~oviet military was 

to derive lessons from combat ope::~;ations, to ad~·f~~J}~·nd control North 

Korean and Chinese military un:££~~}~~d:\:·.~~·.i.re tact~cal-technical 

::::::i::g::e::1:o:::m w::~1~=~~~m~~::::n f:: ::: ;::::e of 
recruiting agents. In support o~·:,:~·:·~.#,~~·/missions there was systematic, 

=.~ /~-.~·~~~:~:::~:~·:. . 

continuous contact between Soviet o.ff:i:cers and American POWs. Soviet 

ha~~ focused on the collection of 

associated with 

air 

focused on the 

and B-29, and technical 

information concerninc~t·:~systems such as radar-directed gun sights, bomb 

Since the Korean War occurred during the 

declared policy was massive retaliation, the 

to believe that U.S. tactics in Korea might 

the skies above Moscow and Beijing. The dismal 

Soviet-made aircraft and anti-aircraft systems early in 

the wa~~~aused consternation among the Soviet design bureaus and 
'.;· 

intelligence collection agencies. The Korean War provided an excellent 

opportunity to experiment with new.·~designs as well as to learn about the 

.··------
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details of u.s. systems by studying the hardware and the people who 

operated it. 

KGB Recruitment Efforts Among Korean War Prisoners 

There is no doubt that Soviet forces were on the grou~4:):~*.epared to 

interrogate and recruit POWs from the opening day:5 of th_e~.:~~~~~~ik-~n War. 

George Blake, a British SIS officer serving in Seoul ~~#.~~k~~(~j~_~9.~atic 

::::::::: t::r:::::::::~::::::::::o::::::~ c;:t:~~::=:~!~:~·~:::~!i~~;~ n:: 
Communist] ideals. n3S The picture is probab,l~!.:~~tf: complex than Blake's 

.~~~·;~~i.:::.:·:~~:~;.: ~: .. /::;.· .. 
version of events. A KGB source fam,i.liar ;~-i~!.l:' ·Bl~_K¢T:~ operational file · 

::~:e::a:Y t::e:::::i::r::::e a:: :h:::::n::~~t~~~~~::d t:: ::c::~:::n:r 
potentially susceptible to recruitment. Resid~:df~;:;k~~)bfficers mounted 

recruitment efforts on North Koz;-Ei~h\):,~,r..,t;~tory.. 0~~~-:· operations were 

staged in North Korea by KGB 

Blake supported the idea 

America-n POWs. In Blake's view, been others the 

officer who recruited me. I was head of the First 
.·:·: .. -.· 

Directorate 

The record shriw.s/·t:tiat'·:=_efforts were made to recruit American POWs. 

~~:~:~:~~;~~~li!ii!~~~~~~:~::~~~~:~=~~~~~~:~;~:::::::::: the 

indoctrination to some d~~ree were sent to Valley Forge Army Hospital. 

Army. " 37 Five of the individuals had been 

as "hard core" communists and thirteen as "having 

and Schuster, 

36_I.nt:e-rview with George Blake, February 11, 1993, Moscow. 
37Memorandum to Lt. Colonel F. W. O'Brien, Assistant Secretary 

General Staff (Confidential Security -Information) from Colonel James L. 
Frink Jr., Executive, Pers Actions Br., G-1 May 15, 1953. RG319 (Army 
Staff) AC of S, G-1 (Personnel) Decimal File 1953 383.6 Box 1512. 

.-~---
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Army G2 analyses of repatriated American POWs turned up an alarming 

number of cases of returning POWs who had been recruited for espionage 

and sabotage purposes. In June 1954 the U.S. Army advised the Air Force 

. - ,,jt.,J.r:>> 
evidence had been uncovered wh~ch concerned the ass:l:t;1.$ent of 

that 

Sabotage and Espionage missions to repatriated ~~#·~~'4-:h;·;:; .. _. 
prisoners of war during "Big and Little Switch, ~!fU#-id,;:_:~:li:~:#..=:::::·.· .. 
quite recently new cases of this type have beei:t\:#.~:s'C:(;v~:#~<}~::-;. 

Army intelligence could not rule out the possibilit; ·;~-~at P~;t1:/:;A~~~if'.· .. · 
accepted "sleeper" missions, thus repatriated .. g~w:$. were not pe~f~ed to 

accept overseas assignments for eighteen mo~~·h!~\(~:-~ter their return. 

:::r ::::::: f::::::::::::::::::::::1·:~~i~t~:~:w:v::r::::::d 
Korean War. Contradictory vers~~.n'S:·::);>f the same ·--~;k:~f'~ are often told by· 

.; ~~~ ~-~-:~ ~>~~:~-~~:·}:~:_::·.:: ~--~ ·.:: ·. •.· .. 
the same Soviet sources. The .::~:(f.f:~~\f.l:t;Y.:~:t~CX;i~y is how to sift through 

:::d~::e:: ::r::~icial lies i~·;;~~~i;~~]~~~\f~~'/the reality of Soviet 
The Soviet military maintaineet-;:_U·aison officers in North Korea 

whose mission was .~J~Z~~f0.~:~i~ate i~!!;~~·' interrogation of USAF POWs. 
Caucasian (possi~:f1.),S.oy;;~} ~nterrogators generally were found at 

intermediary ip~;~#.f6-~a-t.i··~~:;:;_~~~e$. such as command posts, artillery and 

anti -aircraft''~$it~M\~~~~·?.~{~~:: ~he prisoner temporarily was held. 
Presumably, thef.::~e:~~~;:tJ;u:~re as military advisors to the North Koreans 

and performed a fe:\t~~~~£.:ogations out of curiosity or perhaps 
expediep~y. 39 Chinese~~;nd Korean-looking individuals who interrogated 

.. . :·. 

been nationals of China or Korea, 

the war. 

of the Korean War there was a shortage of Soviet 

(KGB and GRU) other than Caucasians trained in the 

"3.~fi1emorandum to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 Intelligence, 
Departm~·nt of the Army (Secret) from Gilbert R. Levy, Chief, Counter 
Intelligence Division, Directorate of Special Investigations, The 
Inspector General, Department of the Air Force, June 14, 1954. 

39Headquarters USAF Analysis Program, Southeast Asia Prisoner of 
War Experience. Analysis of the Korean War Prisoner of War Experie~ce, 
Report Al0-2, 700/AF-1/BC-1, March 1974, Appendix One, 26. 

----
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English language. As the war progressed, a more clandestine Soviet 

presence was established as racially compatible Soviet officers ming~ed 

in North Korea with similar looking Chinese and Korean interrogators. 

This is one explanation why repatriated American POWs report~d that 
.':-:::::://;:;,. 

contact with Caucasian interrogators occurred only sporadi.~;~:ly.:··after 

approximately mid-1951. The Soviets continued to have .. ~~:¥,·~~~tic, 
direct contact with American POWs but it was impossibi~<£:·g.:~~.r~ki:ican 
::::p::o:~tect the true nationality of these in~vicd~Q~:·~~J!:"~f:it~.?-

The Soviet presence was not limited to gr.ti&.~·.· forces or anti·~·' 
aircraft units. Eyewitness testimony and in~~i.\.fi~e.n.ce service 

. . ... ~~:;~;-~~-}~:~;--:· -:://7.;:· .. ·.:,, . . 
documentation reveals a significant Sovi~#;~;:j~.t-~~·~f}.¢:~/;on the ground in 

North Korea and in the air during the wa~·::;{:_=/@f;g~~ib:f~·· 'between Russians 

and American servicemen were reported in th~··>b~~~k~~:~~s as early as 

1950. U.S. Army personnel who re.~:u.:~ned to frie~:di~?}S::f~es after being 

captured in 1950 reported they .w~:i.k~.)~i~·e:s.t;:i,~med at ~hree places by 

Russi::e0::~::::ei:nN::::a:0:::~~~~:~,~~lBf~~ and those suspected of 
being Russians was confirmed when···~±-A;.;_~~~~ti~w scattered instances returnees 

claimed to have been ;~:~~frogated ~t~ft~~~ons whom they thought to be 

Russians. Korotkov, who was 

stationed directly to the Commander 

been given approval to interrogate 

American servicemen in··~·~:~ea and that some of the senior, more 

expez::;l,~#~~·~:.:~::.~ericans as well as those with specific special ties were 

to 

Americans were sent to Khabarovosk 

were forwarded to the Far East 

7th Directorate of the Main 

Polit::t-q·a):.>:;plrectorate and the GRU. In subsequent interviews Korotkov 
. < .. ~,.;::. 

4ocharles Grutzner, "Russian Queried U.S. War Captives," New York 
Times, September 28, 1950. 

41poW/MIA's, p. 433 

Do aat zepz ocluoe ar ntriiUialt 
wUiunn per.mi8ia at BAND 
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modified his original statement to the effect that no Americans were 

transferred to the territory. Though Korotkov told RAND researchers 

that he had not been pressured into changing his story, Task Force 

Russia researchers concluded that intense pressure was fo~~~--~:';~=:.- on 

Korotkov to alter his story to conform to the official li·rie;~~::>·· Korotkov 

:::::::::::::::::~:::::~:: ::::::::::::::::::e:: a:i:~~!~J~~£!f:r},:t;o 
repatriates reported being interrogated by Rus.:.(:i::~ns outside of ···chf~a or North Korea. Thus Korotkov raised the que~,F§;~B\;!J't what happened. to the 
Americans who were interrogated on the te.~·;f.it~cfry .. o:f·: .. the USSR in the "Far 

::::~: Interrogation of American Pows <.llf::\i'0f·,o;~~~r~:.:;: 
When American POWs were int~;-~ogated .:Ln Kore~:;_·;:L·t was not unusual 

::::::::::::::~:::::::=::::::~~~~l:!!tii~ir1t::u::::::::ti:r:::::::~s 
who would prepare a copy in Rus~I.'~~~f~@r'~ would ~outinely be forwarded to 

Corps Headquarters ~~;::·~~1 as the :~~~~:al Staff Headquarters in Moscow. 

of six 

sessions with a 

Korean War. 

protocols is straightforward. There are no 

anything of the sort. In some cases answers 

to be a form are recorded in handwriting. 

more freewheeling including sketches of 

of mechanical devices. 

the protocols tells a great deal. The protocols 

ap·p~:a:r·/t-c;:L::;b"e from two separate collections. One group of documents was 

bo~~::;{:Y~]{~·· string through two holes in the left hand margin. Others · ... 
show as many as four holes through which binding string is passed. The 

documents are paginated in two different ways. The first is the 

42prnterview with Gavriil Korotkov, February 10, 1993, Moscow. 

.··-----
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pagination from the document. The second is the pagination for the 

series in which the document was placed. One document, for example, is 

numbered 1-45 from the series 101-148. In the lower left hand corner of 

the transmittal letter and the final page there is a number -~pat shows·­

the document's registration number representing 

was produced. A protocol from January 29, 1952 

February 24, 1952 is number 450, another 

number 451. The routing list shows that 

of the 64th Air Corps in addition to the 

The fact that the interrogations 

suggests that there were at least 451 

from 

collection. During the entire Korean Wa.J7;·i;~;.~.::f:t3.:~ .. 3.~·.V,~~~:- were declared 

missing in all categories. Of these, 26.:f'Lt{~~fr:f~~¥~·:~·r1nel were officially 

listed as POWs. There is considerable evid~ri·~·\}f~fi£,;·~oviet officers and 

interrogators had direct contact w.ith USAF per:·~W~~~~,~:i~o were not 

subsequently listed as an offi~~~:if\:ffi.P.tl:'~··>.;:.·,,,J.:_f there ~~~e 451 or more 

POWs, then this suggests two 

were made of individuals who after 

mask the fact that direct 

interrogations bY.?~.~.¢:Viet/ .. .'q'#'~icers had taken place. 

conce:::n:r::~~~~ii~~~!f&i~~~::o:::::r::::~::a::::~d:n:e:::l data 
document • s conte·~:~:~~:~fJ.i~f.ii=~:?.-,.cover sheet, in the lower left corner, 

contains informatio~·:·:!~~{f'E!. number of copies and where they were routed 
-~:~. 

by d~:~~)-::·~)J:?.~t.es for the interrogation protocols reveal that the reports 

because 

in assessing American technology. For example, the 

the Soviet Air Force 64th Air Corps, located at Muk 

to the Soviet General Staff 

in Mosc.qw;:~\·· A stamp appears at the bottom of the coversheet to confirm 
···;··-.::. 

its registration at the Soviet General Staff. Also, handwriting on the 

cover gives routing destinations and acknowledgment of receipt. Second, 

the cover sheet provides evidence that interrogation protocols are 

··-----
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numbered in three key ways. For instance, each interrogation protocol 

has its own numbering system in the upper middle part of each page. 

This number gives the reader information on how many pages are in the 

interrogation (i.e. 1, 2, 3 ... ). Another set of numbers appe:ars in tne 
.:·.<·.:;:,e?;? 

upper right corner. These sequential numbers reveal tha.t:~·~:t·n·e· documents 

:::: :::~.~~.a ~a:::r:i:::r 0:::::: ::::r:: :::d;;i~~:r~i~;¥~~:~~::~' 
located in the lower left corner, apparently indicat·~s where=;-Ai:-~:p.fot:ocol 

might fit into a larger series of interrogatiq~~,~ 43 Finally,., ~.::.:~:~ary 
of the document's contents appears on the cq.J~:a:·~~et. The contents list 

. t/.':-\;:~~~ ~-.:. . 
consist of four or five topics of interest0~6~the?Soviet General Staft 

·;::.:·>-~-.~~:·~~! .. ::~· ~ .. ~ .. ~_.-.~ .. F.-·~·,_ ... •· .. , ... . -. . :.:·.· 

:::r:::e:~:::::::::::~:::~::: :::t::::::!-!!!:~~~ii~::::~du::~o:::::in 
lived long enough after captur~.:;.·~}!t·::·.P~ interrog~~:~J~\f,~ Communist Chinese· forces. 44 A fellow prisoner, '[~A~f~t*~~,~~~f;f~.'.B. Shawe, described to 
USAF investigators that McDonotig.tj.~:i·toltL)i~~{·bJ~·;.;·had been burned and lost 

... ~.~-?/{.~:~:·;~- ·. _;.;~_:};~;.~-: .. :.~: '/?:::::~::; ... 
his flying boots after being shci*-:J:::d,;q~~(;l:;>y MiGs. . McDonough wandered for 

three or four days without any sB~~~A~~d suffered severe frostbite that 

turning himself in, McDonough 

to a· prison near Sinuiji. On 

an ox cart by the North Koreans, 

allegedly He was never seen alive again. 

one of America's most sophisticated 

Soviet forces would have been 

intere$ .. t.~9. in obtaini~·g::· information from him . 

. ;/;;;:j~?~~~!~~~:~en::t:::o::::::e::o:o:::: ::::::: :::::::tp:::o:::tion 
···:=.' .. :~~··:·:.f.::.~;::=:.:::}:~:.PThe( .. s.~fahl interrogation suggests that there were at least 423 

·::::·~:~~~~:.j;:#~g~·.t:.~~<?·hs in the series from which this one was taken. See the 
c'6~?~£;·.i·Q-.ee·t:: of Material: Doprosa plennogo letchika F-86e 16. 

·.·;:.· ... ;1,~A·~!:fragment of an interrogation protocol of Charles E. McDonough 
(USAF ··-Ao-.794558) was sent to the author of this study by Jeanne 

McDonough Dear on February 12, 1993. McDonough, who was shot down on 
December 4, 1950 on an RB-45 mission, is carried on the Battle Monuments 
Commission list of 8,177. A note at the end of McDonough's protocol 
states, "Kuznetsov prepared the questions. A Chinese comrade translated 
from English." 

.··-----
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that could have been used by scientists and technicians in the 

Sharashki. However, what is missing is the actual link between the 

Soviet General Staff, MVD headquarters, and the Sharashki themselves. 

How did information filter to the camps after Moscow read th~·=·.· 

interrogations? Furthermore, not erie of the documents eith~;~:}b~nfirms 
or denies that American POWs traveled to The 

presence of interrogation records in the 

that more may be found in the archives. 

on how 

report from WWII. Moreover, reports of POW con:t:.t~:butions may exi~:~· in 

ministerial archives. These have yet 
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5. STRATEGY FOR FURTHER RESEARCH 

The Availability of Archive Material 

Sharashka materials are located, for the most Kremlin 

Archive, KGB and MVD files. 45 

KGB leadership holds classified 

:::b:::G b:n:o:::r::h::e b:::e::n::::-::::~:;M~t~i~:;::a f~::r~:~r~t::uld 
OGPU, the NKVD, and the MGB. Moreover, .. t;:_h·er:·-KVO.)la'$·:>its own set of 

:::::::: ::i::e::u:t:::::~n i:e:::::::~""f:1~1~~~1~::~c:::e:h:a:x:::tain 
references to GULAG and Sharashk.a. For exampl~>~·~i~~~.~;-~~ssian State 

Archive contains all holdings .-:if~~~~~-~=,:;.~~Q._,:-~he GU~~-'·prison system. But 

::::e::::i::a::::~:~::: ::::::~t~~~~~~~~!~~::::::::e:::::::c:::e~e 
security work classiti~. 47 ;V;_:;(i~h 

::::::::;:::::~;~~~~::.~~~i-i~~::::~~~:::: :::~::~:::e::c:e::::i:: 
since they seek>·j~;9:j:>l:o~ect·. their interests. The first law of 1981 

still, theoreti~:~:f~.ii.E~ .. :_;~'pP,~ies. According to this law, all archive 

materials more tha~,·-:·3~/Y~~-rs old is declassified. But this law has 
, ··:··· 

littl.~·:::~q~·r.~e.nt meaning. Thus, as of February 1993, declassification is 

·:/';,~~~i:i:t:~~&[L i:i::s:::~ei T:r::::::: :::::::h:a:u::::~:::::d the 
····.-::::.:,(.#~h.i.:\r·.~, ¢e~-;.\lary 11, 1993, Moscow, Russia. Thus far, Sharashka files 

·-h:~·*=?.~·:,:.~~:~P:.~:+g.cated in the MVD and KGB archives but not in the Russian 
State.:-.-A·rch;ive. 

··<J~-G~·£.-6v interview. Also based on interview with Ki ril Anderson, 
Directb·~:. of the Russian Center of Conservation and Study of Records for 
Modern History, Moscow, Russia, May 28, 1992 as cited in Theodore 
Karasik, The Post-Soviet Archives: Organization, Access, and 
Declassification, RAND, MR-150-USDP,· December 1992. 

4 7Mironenko interview. 
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security services by placing further limits to archival access from the 

Soviet period. As yet, there is still no law on state secrets and thus 

it is unclear how these documents can be released. Russian legislators 

and security officials have embroiled the declassification i~~ue in 

~::::.a::ec::::~::t~::::m:e:::::to::: ::::s:e:::i::c::::~~!~~::oa 
draft law on declassifying materials including those oi:l~\sb.·a;i/s.s).lkq. 48 

Access to Sbarasbka Ma teria1s :/{:'}' '=;::/i,('_--~~-"_;:;}, 
Westerners face an extraordinary hard time.:·.-·~:tying to access :a.hd 

verify Sharashka materials. Russian archive .-~~~;~&;ials limit access to 
.. :=:>>?.~~:;::<:" .... 

their archive holdings or deny tliat they h~7f,~;~~hy 4-:i.'ftq_rmation on 

::;a:::a m::e o:::: ::::::: :: :::::g t:e:~~~r~:-:e:o:~:t o~:~::~ 
thousands of dollars, computers and photocopi~-_i~/~~t~~"nt. Other 

sources of primary source evidena.Ei:/::."$.UCh as inter~i~J'~ with individuals 

with first-hand know1edge and e:~~~~~~~;if.7:~Jt~i;~f.R,~rashka issues, can 1ead 
to frustration and aggravation. ·:·~:;p,l.~er··~~$,$.~a~tf' simply do not want to 

::::e:::::::::::::::~::u::r:~:!~fitt:~:~''::s::n:::o:e:::t::r::a:n 
, :-/~/?·::'<>' :.~_:,::x :. . :·· 

personnel transfer.t~<:;r::_t·rQin,::._t;.·he Korean theater of operations, there is a 

possibility that•.::-~0~d:nd_~-~:::{:~:.·:::th:is effect has been collected and 

destroyed by RJ#gfj~~@f¥i~f~i~~:{-:~~:idence that links Americans to the 
Sharashka would contradict long-standing Soviet and Russian denials that Americans were tra~~'j~gZ~y#rom Korea to the USSR. A further 
complic~ti.on derives fron('the possibility that American specialists who 

coming to the USSR during the Cold War 

research. The possibility cannot be excluded 

to the USSR voluntarily and worked in 

If this is the case, the Russian security 

measures to protect the identity of these 

individh-a:is·. This would include destruction of archive materials. 

4SMironenko interview. 
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6. CONCLUSl:ON 

The pattern of contact between Soviet forces and Ameri·dan personnel 
.<:.:·>~>?;;!" 

in Korea is consistent with the activities of the MVD-NKYD:·:;~s.t·.ructures 

:::::::::::~:::::r:::~i::::f ::::~:i::::::::::,::~1;i~~~~~~E:::::~: 
U.S. -Russian Joint Commission on POW-MIAs have .. /both concluded·t::h:~£~,-a 
small number of Americans (at most two or thi~,:t~iJ6zen) were transferred 

.... ' .. )'.>'.{~·.:. . 
to the terri tory of the USSR from the Korea:ii·:/theat-e·r of combat 

... :::::·/\~~;:~~! ... ·~-~~ . . . :.~ ~~<:~-~ .' ~: '· 
operations. The Sharashka camp system w.~:::(:~.Q:e.~:.i;.<Jii:~¢f:. to extract 

information from foreign specialists, in~f'Q~~~:;',~;f~i9n POWs. The 
question of whether American personnel were irt·C'~}#:c:e:fAted in or 

participated willingly in Shara$l:{~fl. .. research fa~;{,{i,iies cannot be 

resolved until the relevant r~~i~~t.;m.f~!:·f;f~~~~- Until then, the 
possibility cannot be excluded·=··:·th11:t t·he'.:\Sh~f~Jf$/ika camps were the link 

between American personnel tak~A,i'~~~litj'f;t~.:';~: the terri tory of the 
USSR. ·: /th~:;~_}:,S· . 

·.; ... ·. . . : ·.: -~: ·.·:: ~ .=· .· 

·:: .. · 

·.-:··. 

.-~-----
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Appendix 

A. PROBABLE LOCATION AND ACTIVITY OF SHARASHKA CAMPS IN FORMER SOVIET 

Fp:r;mer Republic 

Armenia 

Azerbaijan 

Belarus 

Georgia 

Kazakhstan 

Kyrgyzstan 
Moldova 

Russia 

Ukraine 

Locatipn 

Razdan 

EMPIRE* 

·-·. 

Baku Radio communic:a··td:.().n·s 

Gomel 
Minsk 
Minsk 
Minsk 

Vitebsk 

Sukhwni 
Tbilisi 
Tbilisi.~' .. ::,:::·;.:.:·::· .. :.·., .. Nuelear research 

:::~]~~rf~lt~!f.rw~}'Jt::?~;J(··. ~~j~~::::: :::: 
Petropavl'9V.:~~-·;:.,;:-:'.:: ·Missile transport and 

:.·::)%L~/-r launchers* 
·:·: ... Semipalatini1-J:t~:.:·H~·. Nuclear weapons 

... :·· 

. ··~ ~ 

Zelenodolsk, Tatarstan 
Glazov, Udmurtiya 
Izhevsk, Udmurtiya 
Izhevsk, Udmurtiya 
Votkisk, Udmurtiya 
Kemertau, Bashkiriya 
Salavat, Bashkiriya 
Ufa, Bashkiriya 

Ufa, Bashkiriya 
Chernovitsa 
Dnepropetrovsk 
Dnepropetrovsk 
Feodosiya 

Munitions 
Electronic radio 
equipment 
Strategic bombers,* 
helicopters,* 
missiles, 
rocket engines,* 
optical equipment, 
radio-communications 
equipment 
Naval vessels 
Nuclear materials 
Armor vehicles 
Infantry weapons 
Strategic missiles 
Helicopters* 
Optical equipment 
Communications 
equipment 
Engines* 
Optical equipment 
Radar systems 
Strategic missiles 
Naval ships 

.·~------



Uzbekistan 

Izyum 
Kharkov 
Kharkov 
Kherson 
Kiev 

Kiev 

Kiev 
Kiev 
Kiev 
Lugansk 
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Lvov 
Nikolaev 
Pavlograd 
Sevastopol 
Zaporozhe 

Zaporozhe 
Tashkent 

Tashkent 

*Highlights industry 

helped Soviet 

. ;.~. 

Optical equipment 
Tanks 
Transport aircraft* 
Naval ships 
Artillery and infantry 
weapons ·:· .. 
Comrnunica ti otis}/·. 
equipment ·::.:>~/.::;;;/ 
Optical ~44i~~~nt 

~~~~!~7;t1~~~!-~r 
:=·:~~~yal ships -~ ... ~ . .-:: 

,,f;t~~~if!ii~~~~::iles 
... ·:;.:·/::~·.·.:Ra:d~o comrnun~cat~on 

··<i~~~~~~~ aircraft* 

·.·.: 

might have 

.-~------
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