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37 (PCXX) *07/29/87* ·•08:16:29.4.3* 
ZCZC 13:)5:13Z (PC) 

R 291153Z JUL 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUETIAQ/MPC FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 291148Z JUL 87 /~~,,. 

', l"j FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW/M~A TEAM// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DAM/VO-PW// 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASH DC//JS/OJCS-PW-MIA/1 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHOC. 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BAH~tH~ ~~ Hl 

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHGP/USDAO SINGAPORE 
RUEHML/USDAO MANILA 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
EZ1: 

BANGKOK TH//PW/ 32276 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT 
SERIAL: ""'.f'lR''~~&r-024":'00'38""87._ 
COUNTRY: -~IETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6 024 003B··B71VINH QUANT 8 

RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

SOURCE: _ji «- - A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CAPTAIN IN THE RVN ARMED FORCES. SOURCE WAS 
WAS DETAINED iN JUNE 1975 AND WAS INCARCERATED IN 
VARIOUS RE-EDUCATION CAMPS IN SOUTH AND NORTH VIETNAM 
UNTIL HIS RELEASE IN JULY 1984. HIS RELIBALITY HAS NOT 
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ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 
REPORT PROVIDES SUPPLEMENTAL INFO~MATION TO IIR 6 024 
0025 87 /RE-EDUCATION CAMPS IN VIETNAM. THIS REPORT 
PROVIDES LIMITED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE 
VINH QUANG B RE-EDUCATION CAMP, THE BA SAO RE-EDUCATION 
CAMPS, AND AN OBSERVATION OF BA VI MOUNTAIN. 

TEXT: 1. IIR 6 024 0025 87, REPORTED 
SOURCE HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED IN 1978 FROM A RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE TO TAM DAO CAMP, VINH 
PHU. IN A SUPPLEMENTAL INTERVIEW, SOURCE RECALLED THAT 
THE CAMP HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO IN 1978 AND HAD 
IDENTIFIED IN HIS EARLIER REPORT AS "TAM DO CAMP" WAS 
REFERRED TO AS "VINH QUANG B". THE VINH QUANG B CAMP 
WAS LOCATED AT VINH QUANG HAMLET (CNA), DAO TRU VILLAGE, 
TAM DAD DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE//GEOCOORD 2121N 
10500E//, NORTH VIETNAM. THERE WERE AT LEAST TWO CAMPS 
AT VINH QUANG. THE FIRST, VINH QUANG A, WAS A 
HEADQUARTERS CAMP HOUSING CADRE AND GUARD STAFF. THE 
SECOND CAMP, VINH QUANG B., WAS LOCATED ABOUT TWO 
KILOMETERS WEST. VINH QUANG B HELD FORMER RVN 
RE-EDUCATION PRISONERS. THERE WERE NO FOREIGN PRISONERS. 
2. IN 1982, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO A CAMP VIC 
DA SAO, HA NAM NINH PROVINCE. NO NAME OR NUMBER WAS 
RECALLED ASSOCIATED WITH TH~ BA SAO CAMP. SOURCE 
BELIEVED FROM HEARSAY THAT THE CAMP WAS A PART OF THE 
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION, BUT COULD PROVIDE NO FURTHER 
DETAILS. THE CAMP HELD FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE SENIOR 
OFFICERS, POLITICIANS, NATIONAL ASSEMBLYMEN AND 
RELIGIOUS LEADERS (CATHOLIC, PROTESTANT AND CAO DAI} 
(NFI). 
3. SOURCE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE GEOGRAPHIC 
REFERENCE TO "BAT BAT". HOWEVER, HE RECALLED HAVING 
SEEN BA VI MOUNTAIN FROM A DISTANCE. THERE APPEARED TO 
HAVE BEEN SEVERAL BARRACKS TYPE BUILDINGS AND "MANY" 
ANTENNAS AND POSSIBLY RADARS ON THE TOP OF BA VI . (BA 
VI MOUNTAIN - VICINITY OF NUI BA VI//UTMCOORD WJ 
3828//, HE ASSUMED THIS MAY HAVE BEEN A COMMUNICATIONS 
FACILITY BUT COULD PROVIDE NO FURTHER DETAILS. HE HAD NO 
KNOWLEDGE OF ANY POSSIBLE PRISON CAMPS OR OTHER 
FACILITIES IN THE IMMEDIATE AREA. 
COMMENTS THIS IS THE THIRD REPORT FROM SOURCE. 
SOURCE PROVIDED REPORTS IN I IR 6 024 0000 87 6<!... 

I 

AND REPORT IIR 6 024 0000 87/RE-EUULAllUN CAMPS 
lN VIETNAM. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE AND CONSISTENT 
DURING QUESTIONING. 

PAGE 0081 

' 

. I 



~ 

...-. 

( --· 

·N··· 

. ~· 

ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX586 MCN = 89152/12515 

R-b10610Z JUN 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 010611Z JUN 89 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

TOR 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU Hl//J3// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//OCJCS-PW-MIA/J5// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// 

891520612 

RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC// 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT 
CONTROLS 

_ LIAISON BANGKOK 26533 

~N 89 

BODY 
SUBJ: JCRC RPT .89-039; CRASH OF US A I RCRA FT IN NORTt; 
~~~e,TNAM; HEARSAY OF DEATH OF PILOT 

1. SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

A. NAME: .SC 
B. DPOB: .S.i) 
C. PROFESSION: 

PRE-1975: STUDENT AT THE UNIVERSITY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HANOI 

POST-1975: ASSIGNED TO THE WEST ASIA­
AFRICA SECTION OF THE SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY FOR SIX 
YEARS lSEE COMM~NTS) 

D. PRESENT LOCATION: :; f:) 
E. IDENTIFICATION OAfA: 
f. eDUCATIONAL LEVeL: 17 YEARS (UNIVERSllV 

GRADUATE} 
G. LANGUAGES SPOKEN: VIETNAMESE (NATIVE); ENGLISH 

(GOOD): FRENCH (GOOD); MANDARIN (GOOD); CANTONESE 
(GOOD) 

H. STATUS: ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 5h 
I. FINAL ADDRESS IN VIETNAM: ~ 

J. DATE DEPARTED VIETNAM: 21 AUG 88 
K. INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT CAPE 

COLLINSON CAMP ON 9 MAY 89 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CW3, USA. 
L. MAP USED: MAP SHEET 6150 1: 1:50,000. 
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2. SUMMARY: SOURCE REPORTED FIRSTHAND 
INFORMATION CONCERNING THE CRASH SITE OF A US AIRCRAFT 
IN T~E VICINITY OF PHU THO VILLAGE "(WH 823019), HA DONG 
PROV!NCE IN OCTOBER 1972. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PILOT 
WAS KILLED BY THE MILITIA. 
3. INFORMATION. 

A. IN OCTOBER 1972, SOURCE WAS LIVING IN PHU 
THO VILLAGE, HA DONG PROVINCE, AS A RESULT OF HIS 
fATHER'S GOVERNMENT OFFICE, THE REUNIFICATION COMMITTEE 
(CP 72), BEING MOVED FROM HANOI AS PART OF THE 
DISPERSAL (SO TAN) PROGRAM. AT ABOUT 1200-1300 HOURS 
ONE DAY THAT MONTH, SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY WERE HAVING 
LUNCH ON A BALCONY OF THEIR HOME WHEN HE SAW AN 
AIRCRAFT IN THE DISTANCE AND A GROUND-LAUNCHED MISSILE 
H~ADING TOWARD IT. SOURCE DIDN'T KNOW FROM WHERE THE 
MISSILE WAS LAUNCHED. THE MISSILE MISSED THE AIRCRAFT, 
BUl THE PILOT WENT AHEAD AND EJECTED. SOURCE NEVER 
KNEW WHERE THE AIRCRAFT EVENTUALLY CRASHED. 

B. SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY WATCHED AS THE 
PILOT'S WHITE PARACHUTE DRIFTED DOWNWARD WHILE 
VILLAGERS AND MILITIA MEMBERS HEADED TOWARD THE PLACE 
THE PILOT WAS DESCENDING. SOURCE AND HIS FAMILY DID 
NOT GO TO SEE THE PILOT AND WERE NOT WITNESSES TO WHAT 
f~ANSPIRED AFTERWARD HOWEVER, SOURCE HEARD LATER THAT 
AFTERNOON THAT A MILITIA MEMBER FROM ANOTHER VILLAGE 
KILLED THE PILOT. SOURCE HEARD THE PILOT WAS A 
LIEUTENANT. SOURCE.NEVER SAW THE PILOT'S GRAVE. BUT 
HEARD THAT HE WAS BURIED SOMEWHERE (NFI) NEAR PHU THO 
VILLAGE. 

4. COMMENTS. 

A. BECAUSE OF SOURCE'S EDUCATION AND PREVIOUS 
EMPLOYMENT, HE HAS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF PERSONALITIES 
AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY TO INCLUDE 
THE VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS 
(VNOSMP). 

B. 
_5..5D 

SOURCE STATED THAT HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, 
IS CURRENTLY THE ~ 

~ 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX576 MCN = 89159/03383 

R 080158Z JUN 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 080156Z JUN 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA 

TOR AA1590201 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC KARL JACKSON// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//JS/OJCS-PW-MlA/1 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BAH~cH~ ~~ Hl 

RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
R~EHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SERIAL: 

BODY 
/******** ... ** 
COUNTRY: 

IIR 6 024 0228 89. 

THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
LAOS (LA). 

SUBJ: l!K 6 024 0228 89/RE-INTERVIEW ON LIVE SIGHTING 
OF NINE ALLEGED AMERICAN PW IN VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON IN 
1973 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: 730300. 
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SOURCE: ...$ c::!-.. /SOURCE IS A 
HMONG REFUGEE RESIDENT OF CHIANG KHAM CAMP, THAILAND. HE 
CLAIMS TO HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED IN THE VINH PROVINCIAL 
PRISON IN MARCH 1973 WHEN HE MADE THE OBSERVATIONS 
CONTAINED IN THIS REPORT. SOURCE RELIABlLITY HAS NOT 
BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. SOURCE 
REAFFIRMS HIS REPORT OF LIVE SIGHTING OF NINE ALLEGED 
AMERICANS AT THE VINH, VIETNAM PROVINCIAL PRISON IN 1973, 
BUT CHANGES MAJOR ELEMENTS OF HIS STORY. 

TEXT: 

1. JCRC 88-011 REPORTED THAT SOURCE BRIEFLY SAW 
NINE FOREIGN PRISONERS -- SEVEN CAUCASIANS AND TWO BLACKS 
-- AT THE VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON, VIETNAM, WHEN HE 
ARRIVED THERE ON 8 MAR 73. A MONTH LATER , SOURCE 
LEARNED THE FOREIGN PRISONERS--WHO WERE SAID TO BE 
AMERICANS--WERE TRANSFERRED OUT. SOURCE HEARD THAT THEY 
HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED TO A CAVE IN HOUA PHAN PROVINCE, 
LAOS, AND LATER LEARNED FROM A HMONG PRISONER WHO HAD 
BEFN IN HOUA PHAN AS LATE AS 1985, THAT THE SAME NINE 
AMERICAN PRISONERS WERE STILL BEING HELD THERE. IN THE 
STONY BEACH INTERVIEWS (SEE FOLLOWING TEXT), SOURCE 
DEPARTED SIGNIFICANTLY FROM THE STORY HE TOLD JCRC (SEE 
PARA 5). 

2. IN 1966 SOURCE JOINED AN ADC (VILLAGE 
MILITIA) UNIT NEAR LAT HOUANG //UTMCOORDS--48QUG0844//. 
AFTER FIVE YEARS WITH THE ADC, HE JOINED SGU FORCES AND 
WAS ASSIGNED TO BATTALION 229 WHICH OPERATED FROM PHON 
SAWAN NORTH TOWARD SAM NEUA. SOURCE'S BROTHER-IN-LAW, 
((PA)) GER YANG, NORMALLY ASSIGNED TO A ROYAL LAO ARMY 
UNIT KNOWN TO SOURCE AS THE 21ST BATTALION, SOMETIMES 
SUBSTITUTED FOR SOURCE AT SOURCE'S SGU ASSIGNMENT. 

3. ON 15 MAR 73 SOURCE WAS ON OUTY WITH 
BATTALION 229 AT SALA PHOU KHOUN //UTMCOORDS--48QTG2852// 
WHEN THE BATTALION CAME UNDER ATTACK BY VIETNAMESE 
FORCES. SOURCE SUSTAINED A GUNSHOT WOUND TO THE RIGHT 
SIDE OF HIS CHEST, AND LOST CONCIOUSNESS. SOURCE WAS 
CAPTURED BY THE VIETNAMESE WHILE UNCONCIOUS. HE AWOKE 
ABOARD A TRUCK ENROUTE TO MUANG SOUl //UTMCOORD$--
48QTG7959// ALONG WITH TWO OTHER WOUNDED HMONG PRISONERS, 
THREE ABLE-BODIED HMONG PRISONERS AND TWO VIETNAMESE 
GUARDS. THE TRUCK PASSED THROUGH PHON SAWAN 
//UTMCOORDS--48QUG1252// WHERE THE UNINJURED PRISONERS 
WERE TAKEN OFF. THE TRUCK CONTINUED TO VINH, VIETNAM BY 
ROUTE SEVEN WITH ONLY THE THREE WOUNDED MEN AND THEIR 

. I 
: j ./.i 

PAGE:0016 

' 

I . 



··1~··· 

' ~· 

~ 

GUARDS; NO OTHER PASSENGERS WERE TAKEN ON. THE TRIP TOOK 
FOUR DAYS AND FOUR NIGHTS. ON ARRIVAL IN VINH, THE TRUCK 
WENT DIRECTLY TO THE VINH PROVINCIAL PRISON. THE PRISON 
IS A 100-METER SQUAR~ ENCLOSED BY A. FOUR-METER MASONRY 
WALLi WITH GATES IN THE CENTER OF THE FRONT AND REAR 
WALLS. INSIDE ARE NUMEROUS ONE-STOREY BUILDINGS, NONE 
CLOSER THAN SIX METERS TO THE PERIMETER WALL. BY THE 
TIME OF ARRIVAL, SOURCE WAS AMBULATORY .. SOURCE AND HIS 
COMPANIONS WERE IMMEDIATELY PLACED IN A SMALL ROOM NEAR 
THE FRONT ENTRANCE. HE COULD NOT RECALL BUILDING OR ROOM 
NUMBERS. THE PRISONERS WERE NOT SEARCHED, AND SOURCE 
OBSERVED NO REGISTRATION OR OTHER ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITY 
PERTAINING TO HIS GROUP. THE FOLLOWING MORNING SOURCE 
WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM FOR TRANSPORT TO A NEARBY 
HOSPITAL. UPON EXITING THE ROOM, SOURCE OBSERVED A GROUP 
OF NINE MEN, SEVEN CAUCASIANS AND TWO BLACKS OR DARK­
SKINNED ORIENTALS STACKING BUNDLES OF WHAT SOURCE 
BELIEVED TO BE THEIR PERSONAL BELONGINGS ON A TRUCK. THE 
MEN WORE DARK BLUE PRISON UNIFORMS AND ALL WERE IN HEAVY 
LEG IRONS AND CHAINS, BUT NONE WAS IN ANY TYPE OF HAND 
IRONS. THE ENTIRE GROUP APPEARED DESPONDENT AND 
WITHDRAWN. OF THE TWO BLACK MEN, ONE WAS HEAVILY BUILT 
WHILE THE OTHER WAS EXCEPTIONALLY TALL AND THIN. TWO OF 
THE CAUCASIANS WERE BEARDED. SOURCE NOTED NO 
INFIRMITIES. HE COULD RECALL NO ADDITIONAL DESCRIPTIVE 
DETAILS. THIS OBSERVATION LASTED LESS THAN TEN MINUTES. 
D~STANCE WAS 30-40 METERS. THE PRISONERS REMAINED 
~&ITING BESIDE THE TRUCK WHILE SOURCE WAS TAKEN AWAY BY 
JEEP TO A HOSPITAL IN VINH CITY. 

4. SOURCE REMAINED AT THE HOSPITAL FOR 
APPROXIMATELY THIRTY DAYS, THEN RETURNED TO THE VINH 
PRISON WHERE HE HEARD FROM OTHER PRISONERS THAT THE 
CAUCASIANS AND BLACKS HE HAD OBSERVED HAD BEEN MOVED TO 
CONFINEMENT AT THAM EW (U/L), A CAVE IN HOUA PHAN 
PROVINCE, LAOS. HE COULD NOT NAME OTHER PRISONERS HELD 
WITH HIM. SOURCE REMAINED IN PRISON AT VINH FOR 
APPROXIMATELY SIX MORE MONTHS, THEN WAS RETURNED TO XIANG 
KHOUANG WHERE HE ESCAPED AND JOINED RESISTANCE FORCES. 
IN 1986 SOURCE FLEO TO THAILAND AND ENTERED THE REFUGEE 
SYSTFM AT BAN VINAl. 
5. THE STONY BEACH INTERVIEWS PRODUCED WHOLESALE 
DISCREPANCIES FROM THE STORY SOURCE REPORTED TO JCRC. 

A. SOURCE TOLD JCRC HE WAS A MEMBER OF 1ST 
COMPANY, 21ST BATTALION. ONCE HE HAD TOLD SB THAT HE WAS 
AN SGU SOLDIER, HE RESORTED TO THE BROTHER-IN-LAW 
EXPLANATION. 

B. SOURCE WAS QUICK TO SUPPLY THE DATE OF HIS 
CAPTURE AS 15 MAR 73 AND WAS SURE THAT IT TOOK FOUR DAYS 
TO REACH VINH. CONFRONTED WITH THE 6 MAR 73 DATE OF 
CAPTURE AND 8 MAR 73 DATE OF ARRivAL AT VINH SUPPLIED TO 
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JCRC, HE BLAMED THE JCRC INTERVIEWER FOR RECORDING HIS 
INFORMATION IN ERROR. 

C. SOURCE STATED THAT THE TRUCK THAT CARRIED HIM 
TO VtNH NEVER ENTERED XIANG KHOUANG TOWN //UTMCOORDS--
48QUG265397//, ALTHOUGH HE SPECIFICALLY TOLD JCRC THAT 
THE TRUCK STOPPED AND DISCHARGED PASSENGERS THERE. 
FURTHER, HE TOLD JCRC THAT AT NONG HET //,UTMCOORDS--
48QUG946550// THE TRUCK PICKED UP THE SIX HMONG 
PASSENGERS OF A DOWNED PORTER AIRCRAFT AIRCRAFT, BUT 
REPEATEDLY DENIED TO SB THAT THE TRUCK HAD TAKEN ON ANY 
ADDITIONAL PASSENGERS. AGAIN, HE ATTRIBUTED THIS ERROR 
TO JCRC. 

D. . _ REGARDING EVENTS AT THE VINH PRISON, SOURCE 
TOLD JCRC HE ARRIVED THERE ON A LITTER, BUT TOLD SB HE 
WAS STILL VERY WEAK BUT AMBULATORY. HE WAS UNABLE TO 
SUPPLY A DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PRISON TO SB AS HE 
HAD DONE FOR JCRC. HIS TWO ACCOUNTS OF THE ACTUAL 
SIGHTING OF THE ALLEGED AMERICAN PRISONERS, SPECIFICALLY 
THEIR ACTIVITY AND THE USE OF LEG IRONS VICE THE FIGURE­
EIGHT WRIST IRONS DESCRIBED TO JCRC, ARE ALSO AT ODDS. 

E. AT THE 2~YEB ~9 INTERVIEW, SOURCE DENIED 
KNOWING '"'A/lii6S 

.I· AI IHt. 'LI Al-'l'<lL t:t::1 lNiti'<Vlt.W Ht. 

A~MITTED KNOWING ~~~~BUT STATED THAT HE HAD NOT 
SEEN HIM SINCE 197B VICINITY PHON SAWAN SOIIRC:f STATED 
THAT IN 1985 HE MET A PATERNAL UNCLE, f(/~M£ 
AT BAN VINAl WHO TOLD HIM THAT THE NINE ALLEGED AMERICANS 
WERE STILL AT THAM EW. REMINDED THAT HE DID NOT ARRIVE 
AT BAN VINAl UNTIL 1986, SOURCE ALLOWED THAT HE MIGHT NOT 
REMEMBER THE EXACT TIME OF THE MEETING. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS RE-INTERVIEWED AT CHIANG KHAM CAMP ON 
21 FEB 89 AND 27 APR 89. IN LIGHT OF MASSIVE---­
DISCREPANCIES, SOURCE IDENTITY WAS CONFIRMED BY THE RIGHT 
RIB CAGE SCAR DESCRIBED BY JCRC INTERVIEWER. 

2. RO BELIEVES THAT THE SOURCE LIES. JCRC 
INTERVIEWER GADOURY IS HIGHLY COMPETENT AND DID NOT MAKE 
THE ERRORS ATTRIBUTED TO HIM BY SOURCE. SOURCE WAS BY 
TURNS INGRATIATING, EVASIVE, AND REMOTE. HE WAS SIMPLY 
TOO GLIB IN EXPLAINING CONTRADICTIONS THAT DEVELOPED JUST 
IN THE TWO SB INTERVIEWS. AFTER A LONG STAY IN BAN VINAl 
AND CHIANG KHAM, HE IS SEEKING AN ADVANTAGE IN GAINING 
RESETTLEMENT. 

ADMIN 
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ENVELOPE 

HEADER 
R 271532Z MAY 88 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 261553Z MAY 88·.· 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/ JC.RC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC· 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD. 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 

NSC FOR RICHARD CHILDRESS 
·0571 /VO-P'f! 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0047-88 
BODY 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR-6-014-0U47-88/LIEN HOA PRISON 

PAGE 02 RUEKJCS0620 

PAGE:0016 

SOURCE: ~IETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A RELIABLE ~-
REPORTER TO DATE. 
SUMMARY: LIEN HOA PRISON IN PHU THO PROVINCE CONFINED 
UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO PRISONERS DURING THE 19605 
TEXT: 
1. DURING THE LATE 1960S, WHILE SOURCE WAS A STUDENT IN PHU 
THO PROVINCE, LOCAL VILLAGERS TOLD HIM THAT UNIDENTIFIED COMMANDO 
PRISONERS HAD ESCAPED FROM A NEARBY PRISON. THE PRISON WAS KNOWN 
AS LIEN HOA PRISON BECAUSE IT WAS LOCATED IN LIEN HOA VILLAGE, PHU 
NINH DISTRICT, PHU THO PROVINCE. THE SAME VILLAGERS RELATED THE 
PEOPLE'S ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY FORCE GUARDS WITH GUARD DOGS SET OFF 
TO LOCATE THE ESCAPED COMMANDOS AND ONE OF THE COMMANDOS KILLED A 
GUARD DOG. THE VILLAGERS NEVER MENTIONED THE NATIONALITY OF THE 
COMMANDOS BUT THEY WERE PRESUMED TO BE VIETNAMESE OR THE VILLAGERS 
WOULD HAVE IDENTIFIED THEM AS AMERICANS. 
2. VO-PW COMMENT: A NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS 
WERE IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR YEARS. THE ONLY 
KNOWN DETENTION SITE FOR COMMANDOS IN FORMER PHU THO PROVINCE WAS 



PAGE 03 RUEKJCS0620 
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YEN HOA AND YEN THO PROVINCES, LOCATED IN VILLAGES BY THE SAME 
NAME, NCITHER OF WHICH CORRELATE TO LIEN HOA PRISON. THESE TWO 
PRISONS WERE LATER COMBINED INTO TAN LAP PRISON AFTER THE COMBINING 
OF PHU THO AND VINH PHUC PROVINCES INTO VINH PHU PROVINCE. THERE 
WAS ONE ABORTIVE PRISONER ESCAPE FROM YEN THO PRISON IN 1965 BUT NO 
PRISONER ACTUALLY ESCAPED OUTSIDE THE PRISON. 

BT 
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INQUIRE=DOC5D 
ITEM N0:00550462 
ENVELOPE 

HEADER 
R 282257Z MAY 88 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA. WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAH/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAQ/MPC FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 241915Z MAY 88 
FM DET 21 AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHDC 
INFO RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC //INR/IC/CD// 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
RUEHBK/JCRC LNO BANGKOK TH 
BT 

SECTION 01 OF 04 

SERIAL: IIR 1 517 0259 88. 

BODY 
!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
PASS: FOR DIA/VO-PW, PASS TO MR BOB HYP. 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 517 0259 88/REEDUCATION EXPERIENCES OF SOURCE 
Sv 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: 820200. 
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SOURCE: ~e.; _ AN IMMIGRANT FROM VIETNAM WHO WAS 
IMPRISONED FOR FOUR YEARS IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 
SOURCE'S RELIABILITY IS QUESTIONABLE BECAUSE THERE WERE SEVERAL 
INCONSISTENCIES IN HIS STORY. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONEY BEACH REPORT. 
SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN THE FOLLOWING REEDUCATION CAMPS -- HOC 
MON, SUO! MOU CAMP, LIEN TRAI 3 (NGHIA LO), LIEN THAI 6 (YEN BAI), 
LIEN TRAI 5 (TUYEN QUANG), AND TAN LAP PRISON (VINH PHU). SOURCE 
KNEW A CAUCASIAN-LOOKING VIETNAMESE IN PRISON. ENCLOSURE. 
TEXT: 
1. INTRODUCTION. THIS REPORT FORWARDS INFORMATION ON THE 
SOURCE'S ACTIVITIES hEFORE AND AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON. IT ALSO 
PROVIDES GENERAL INFORMATION ON SEVERAL CAMPS AND A HOSPITAL IN 
NORTH VIETNAM WHERE SOURCE WAS HELD DURING THE TIME HE WAS 
INCARCERATED IN THE VIETNAMESE REEDUCATION SYSTEM. 
2. IN 1970, SOURCE COMMANDED THE 11TH TANK SQUADRON IN 
THE 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT IN THE ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
VIETNAM (ARVN). SOURCE WAS SELECTED IN 1971 AS AN INSTRUCTOR FOR 
THE ARVN ARMORED SCHOOL. FROM 1973 UNTIL THE FALL OF SAIGON, HE 
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SERVED AS HEAD OF THE MANAGEMENT AND TRAINING DEPARTMENT AT THE ARVN 
ARMORED SCHOOL. 
3. . ON 13 JUNE 1975, AFTER THE FALL OF SAIGON, SOURCE WAS 
INSTRUCTED TO REPORT FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAIGON TECHNICAL 
INSTITUTE. (FIELD COMMENT--SOURCE RECEIVED A LETTER SEVERAL WEEKS 
AFTER THE FALL TELLING HIM WHERE AND WHEN TO REPORT.} WHEN SOURCE 
ARRIVED AT THE INSTITUTE, HE WAS TAKEN PRISONER AND WAS GUARDED IN 
AN AREA NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF THE INSTITUTE UNTIL NINE OTHER PEOPLE 
WERE COLLECTED. SOURCE'S GROUP OF TEN WAS GIVEN A "TEAM NUMBER" AND 
THEN SENT TO A CLASSROOM IN THE INSTITUTE, WHERE THEY WERE HELD FOR •·· 
TWO DAYS. (SOURCE COMMENT--FROM 13-15 JUNE 1975, MORE THAN 3,000 
FORMER ARVN MAJORS REPORTED TO THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE FOR 
REEDUCATION. DURING THE SAME THREE DAYS, FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT 
COLONELS AND HIGHER RANKING ARVN OFFICERS ALSO REPORTED FOR 
REEDUCATION AT OTHER LOCATIONS IN SAIGON. THE OTHER REPORTING 
LOCATIONS WERE UNKNOWN.) 
4. AT 2300 HOURS ON 15 JUNE 1975, ALL PRISONERS WERE 
TAKEN TO THE INSTITUTE SCHOOL YARD WHERE THEY WERE LOADED ONTO 
MOLOTOVA TRUCKS -- 30 PRISONERS (THREE TEAMS) PER TRUCK. THE 
PRISONERS WERE TAKEN TO A DETENTION FACILITY IN HOC MON CITY (OLD 
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NAME). (FIELD COMMENT--THERE WERE THREE GUARDS AND A DRIVER IN EACH 
OF THE TRUCKS. THE TRUCKS WERE COVERED WITH CANVAS TO CONCEAL THE 
PRISONERS INSIDE. THE TRAVEL TIME FROM SAIGON TO HOC MON NORMALLY . 
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TOOK 15 TO 30 MINUTES. HOWEVER, WHEN SOURCE WAS TRANSPORTED WITH 
HIS TEAM FROM THE TECHNICAL INSTITUTE TO HOC MON, IT TOOK ALMOST 
FIVE HOURS. THE CONVOY FOLLOWED A ROUTE THAT WAS MEANT TO DISORIENT 
THE PRISONERS. WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT HOC MON, MOST PRISONERS KNEW 
WHERE THEY WERE ANYWAY BECAUSE .MANY WERE FROM THE SAIGON AREA OR 
HAD BEEN STATIONED THERE AT ONE TIME OR ANOTHER.) 
5. ON 8 MARCH 1976, SOURCE AND HIS TEAM WERE MOVED TO 
ANOTHER DETENTION FACILITY AT SOUl MOU CAMP IN BIEN HOA CITY (OLD 
NAME). ON 5 JULY 1976, SOURCE AND THE OTHER FORMER.ARVN MAJORS WERE 
TAKEN TO A PORT AT TAN CANG (NEW NAME; OLD LOCATION OF A PORT THE US 
USED EXTENSIVELY DURING THE WAR) WHERE THEY WHERE PLACED IN THE 
BILGE OF A SHIP AND TAKEN TO HAIPHONG, NORTH VIETNAM. (SOURCE 
COMMENT--THE NAME OF THE SHIP WAS "SONG HUNG," AND THE TRIP LASTED 
THREE NIGHTS AND TWO DAYS. ALL 3,000 MAJORS WERE PLACED ON A DECK 
DEEP IN THE SHIP THAT WAS VERY DIRTY AND PARTIALLY FILLED WITH FOUL 
SMELLING WATER. THEY RECEIVED ONLY ONE MEAL DURING THE VOYAGE, 
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WHICH CONSISTED OF CHINESE C-RATIONS.) 
6. WHEN THE PRISONERS DISEMBARKED IN HAIPHONG, THERE WAS 
A LARGE GROUP OF ARMED PUBLIC SECURITY TROOPS AND DOGS ON THE DOCK. 
AFTER ALL.3,000 PRISONERS WERE TAKEN OFF THE SHIP, THEY EACH WERE 
GIVEN TWO BANANAS ~ND A SHALL LOAF OF BREAD. THE PRISONERS WERE 
GIVEN A SHORT TIME TO EAT, THEN WERE DIVIDED INTO GROUPS OF 50. THE 
GUARD FORCE THAT MET THE PRISONERS ALSO DIVIDED SO THERE WERE FOUR 
GUARDS FOR EACH GROUP OF PRISONERS. THE ENTIRE GROUP WAITED MORE 
THAN THREE HOURS FOR A TRAIN TO ARRIVE, THEN THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOADED INTO RAILROAD BOXCARS BY GROUPS OF 50. (FIELD COMMENT--THE 
TEMPERATURE INSIDE THE BOXCARS WAS EXTREMELY HOT AND BREATHING 
BECAME VERY DIFFICULT. THE PRISONERS WERE PACKED IN THE CARS SO 
TIGHTLY THAT NO ONE COULD SIT OR LAY DOWN. SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT 
TWO LIEUTENANT COLONELS SUFFOCATED IN ONE OF THE BOXCARS DURING A 
PREVIOUS PRISONER SHIPMENT.) SOURCE WAS KEPT IN THE BOXCAR FOR TWO 
DAYS UNTIL IT ARRIVED IN YEN BAI, WHERE ALL THE PRISONERS WERE TAKEN .-.. 
OFF THE TRAIN AND LOADED ONTO MOLOTOVA TRUCKS. SOURCE AND ABOUT 350 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO LIEN TRAI 3 PRISON/REEDUCATION 
CAMP NEAR NGHIA LO r,ITY. 
7. · WHEN SOURCE AND HIS GROUP ARRIVED AT THE "CAMP," THERE 
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WAS ONLY JUNGLE AND A ROAD LEADING BACK TO NGHIA LO. SOURCE AND THE 
OTHER PRISONERS WERE PUT TO WORK IMMEDIATELY CLEARING THE JUNGLE AND 
BUILDING THE CAMP FACILITIES. AFTER SEVERAL WEEKS, THE PRISONERS 
CONSTRUCTED A CAMP THAT INCLUDED A PERIMETER FENCE, TEN OR 11. 
PRISONER HOUSES, AND SEVERAL OTHER BUILDINGS FOR THE CAMP COMMAND 
PERSONNEL AND GUARDS. 
8. WHILE AT LIEN TRAI 3, SOURCE MET AN OLD FRIEND, A/~Me 
. _ WHO ALSO WAS A FORMER ARVN ARMY MAJOR WHO HAD REPORTED 
FOR REEDUCATION AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE. }Jj414t, HAD A FAIR 
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COMPLEXION, BLACK CURLY HAIR, LIGHT BROWN EYEs, AND CAUCASOID FACIAL 
FEATURES. (SOURCE COMMENT-·#~~~ OFTEN WAS MISTAKEN FOR AN AMERICAN 
WHILE SERVING WITH THE ARVN BEFORE THE FALL OF SAIGON. BECAUSE HIS 
PHYSICAL FEATURES WERE CAUCASIAN-LIKE, HE MAY HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR 
AN AMERICAN BY OTHERS IN THE CAMP. BECAUSE THE PRISONERS IN THE 
CAMP WERE NEARLY ALWAYS SEGREGATED IN GROUPS OF 28-30 PEOPLE, THERE 
WOULD HAVE BEEN LITTLE CHANCE FOR THOSE IN OTHER GROUPS TO LEARN 
THAT ,V"M~ REALLY WAS VIETNAMESE. J/,.,,..e 1 CURRENTLY IS AT THE PAIA 

PA~1 AND HE HAS A BROTHER WHO LIVES IN 
D A -r/4 .SOURCE ALSO MET A SURGEON, MAJOR NGUYEN HUY HUNG, AND 

A FORMER STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE, MAJOR MAI THIN CHUNG, WHILE HE WAS AT 
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LIEN TRAI 1. 
9. . . IN MAY 1977, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO LIEN TRAI 6 
NEAR YEN BAI. IN OCTOBER OF THAT YEAR, SOURCE BECAME SO WEAK AND 
UNDERNOURISHED THAT HE FEARED HE WOULD DIE. TO GET A BREAK FROM THE 
DEPRIVATION AND FORCED LABOR AT THE CAMP, SOURCE FEIGNED HAVING 
ASTHMA SO HE COULD BE TEMPORARILY EXEMPTED FROM WORK DETAILS AND 
POSSIBLY GET SEVERAL WEEKS OF REST AT A CLINIC OR HOSPITAL. BY 
WHEEZING AND HYPERVENTILATING FOR 20 MINUTES BEFORE THE CAMP MEDIC'S 
EXAMINATION, SOURCE WAS ABLE TO CONVINCE THE MEDIC AND CAMP 
LEADERSHIP HE WAS ,SERIOUSLY ILL. AFTER ANOTHER WHEEZING AND 
HYPERVENTILATING PERFORMANCE FOR THE CAMP GROUP "DOCTOR" (ANOTHER 
MEDIC}, SOURCE WAS TAKEN BY TRUCK TO DOAN 776 HOSPITAL IN NUYEN BAI. 
10. SOURCE WAS ALLOWED TO STAY AT THE HOSPITAL FOR ALMOST 
TWO MONTHS. MEDICAL CARE AT THE HOSPITAL WAS SUPERFICIAL AND HEALTH 
CARE PERSONNEL WERE LARGELY INCOMPETENT. MEDICINE WA.S IN SHORT 
SUPPLY AND BANDAGES WERE REWASHED AND USED REPEATEDLY. TREATMENT 
SOURCE RECEIVED INCLUDED TWO EPHIDRINE TABLETS PER DAY (WHICH SOURCE 
THREW AWAY}, VITAMIN TABLETS, AND ON ONE OCCASION AN INTRAVENOUS 
INJECTION OF NOVOCAINE. (FIELD COMMENT--MOST OF THE MEDICINE AND 
EQUIPMENT SOURCE SAW WAS CHINESE PRODUCED. DAILY "EXAMINATIONS'' 
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WERE NOTHING MORE THAN THE DOCTOR STEPPING INTO THE ROOM AND NOTING 
WHICH PATIENTS WERE THERE. WHILE IN THE HOSPITAL, SOURCE LEARNED 
THAT FORMER ARVN GENERAL NGUYEN XUAN TRANG ALSO WAS AT THE 
HOSPITAL. MEDICAL PERSONNEL AT THE HOSPITAL REMOVED ONE OF THE 
GENERAL'S EYES IN AN ATTEMPT TO CURE HIS MIGRAINE HEADACHES.} 
SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM THE HOSPITAL AND SENT BACK TO LIEN TRAI 6 
IN LATE NOVEMBER OR EARLY DECEMBER 1977. 
11. IN HAY 1978, SOURCE WAS MOVED BY TRUCK AND BOAT TO 
LIEN TRAI 5 NEAR TUYEN QUANG CITY, AND HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP 
PRISON NEAR VINH PHU CITY IN OCTOBER 1978. UNLIKE THE OTHER 
MILITARY ONLY PRISONS WHERE HE PREVIOUSLY WAS ASSIGNED, TAN LAP 
PRISON HAD CIVILIAN AND MILITARY PRISONERS AS WELL AS CONVICTED 
CRIMINALS. AT TAN LAP, THE MILITARY PRISONERS WERE GIVEN 
QUESTIONNAIRES TO FILL OUT THAT OUTLINED THEIR POLITICAL VIEWS. IF -

.... 
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CAMP POLITICAL PERSONNEL FOUND SOMETHING THE~-oiD NOT LIKE ABOUT A 
PRISONER'S QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSES, THE PRISONER'S REEDUCATION 
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SENTENCE WOULD BE EXTENDED. (SOURCE COMMENT--IF A PRISONER TOLD THE 
TRUTH ABOUT HIS WARTIME ACTIVITIES, HE WOULD BE MADE TO STAY LONGER 
THAN THOSE WHO LIED ABOUT THEIR PAST. PRISONERS WHO WERE INFORMANTS 
WERE NEVER SET.FREE -- SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV) POLITICAL 
PERSONNEL BELIEVED INFORMANTS WERE UNRELIABLE AND THEREFORE COULD 
NOT BE TRUSTED IF RELEASED.) 
12. WHILE AT TAN LAP, SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL OF HIS 
FRIENDS THAT THERE WAS AN AMERICAN AT LIEN TRAI 2 NEAR SOU LAC CITY 
WHO HELPED RUN A GENERATOR THAT POWERED PROJECTION EQUIPMENT USED 
DURING POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION CLASSES. ALTHOUGH HE NEVER KNEW 
ANYONE WHO ACTUALLY SPOKE WITH THE AMERICAN, SOURCE WAS TOLD THAT 
THE AMERICAN WORE AN SRV ARMY UNIFORM BEARING CORPORAL INSIGNIA. 
THE AMERICAN WENT BY THE NAME "HO CHI NAM." 
13. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM TAN LAP PRISON ON 19 OCTOBER 
1979 AND ALLOWED TO RETURN TO HIS HOME IN HO CHI MINH CITY. (FIELD 
COMMENT--SOURCE CLAIMED HE WAS RELEASED FROM THE REEDUCATION SYSTEM 
SO HE COULD SEEK MEDICAL TREATMENT IN THE SOUTH.) AFTER LEAVING TAN 
LAP PRISON, SOURCE TRAVELED THE ENTIRE DISTANCE BACK TO HO CHI MINH 
CITY BY TRAIN. FROM 22 OCTOBER 1979 TO 10 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE 
LIVED WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO CHI MINH CITY WHERE HE RECEIVED REGULAR 
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TREATMENT FOR ACUTE MALNUTRITION AND OTHER HEALTH PROBLEMS ACQUIRED 
WHILE HE WAS IN PRISON. SOURCE CLAIMED HE HAD NO CONTACT WITH THE 
MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR (MOl) WHILE LIVING WITH HIS FAMILY IN HO 
CHI MINH CITY. 
14. ON 12 FEBRUARY 1982, SOURCE ESCAPED BY BOAT FROM HA 
TIEN, VIETNAM, AND LANDED SEVEN DAYS LATER (ON 19 FEB 82) IN THg •~ 
LIEM SING-DISTRICT IN THAILAND. AFTER STAYING AT A THAI POLICE 
FACILITY IN LIEM SING DISTRICT FOR NEARLY TWO MONTHS, HE WAS MOVED 
:0 THE SIK LIEU REFUGEE CAMP ON 8 APRIL 1982. SOURCE MOVED TO THE 
PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMP IN THAILAND IN OCTOBER 1983. (FIELD 
COMMENT--WHILE LIVING IN THE SIK LIEU AND PANAT NIKHOM REFUGEE CAMPS 
IN THAILAND, SOURCE SERVED AS AN INTERPRETER FOR AN AMERICAN 
DEBRIEFER WHO WAS WORKING THE VARIOUS REFUGEE CAMPS IN THAILAND FOR 
PW/MIA INFORMATION. THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER'S NAME SOUNDED LIKE 
"LANGLOR" OR "LANGLORS" -- SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE NAME 
EXACTLY. WHILE WORKING WITH THE AMERICAN DEBRIEFER, SOURCE CREATED 
A QUESTIONNAIRE THAT HE GAVE TO FORMER ARVN MILITARY PERSONNEL WHO 
WERE SUBJECTED TO THE SRV REEDUCATION SYSTEM. FORTY OF THESE 
QUESTIONNAIRES ARE INCLUDED IN AN ENCLOSURE TO THIS REPORT. 

COMMENTS: (FIELD COMMENTS)--WHEN THE DEBRIEFING BEGAN, 
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SOURCE WAS VERY NERVOUS AND EMOTIONAL. HIS STATEMENTS WERE VERY 
ABRUPT AND HE SEEMED FRUSTRATED WHEN ASKED TO REPEAT INFORMATION. 
AS THE DEBRIEFING PROGRESSED, HE CALMED DOWN AND BECAME MORE 
COOPERATIVE. AT ONE POINT, HE MENTIONED HE WANTED TO GET HIS SON 
INTO THE AIR FORCE ACADEMY AND ASKED HOW HE MIGHT BE ABLE TO DO 
THIS. HE ALSO ASKED IF WE COULD HELP HIM LOCATE GENERAL STILWELL, A 
US ARMY GENERAL OfFICER WHO SERVED IN VIETNAM DURING THE WAR. HE 
SAID GENERAL STILWELL ONCE OFFERED HIM A SILVER STAR FOR HIS SERVICE 
DURING THE WAR, BUT SOURCE REFUSED IT THEN BECAUSE HE DIDN'T FEEL 
RIGHT ACCEPTING A FOREIGN MEDAL FOR DEFENDING HIS OWN HOMELAND. AS 
A PERMANENT RESIDENT NOW OF THE US, SOURCE WAS INTERESTED IN 
RECEIVING HIS SILVER STAR TO HELP HIS SON'S CHANCES OF GETTING INTO 
A US SERVICE ACADEMY. ALTHOUGH GENERAL STILWELL IS NOW RETIRED, 
SOURCE WAS HOPING HE WOULD USE HIS INFLUENCE TO HELP HIM GET THE 
MEDAL. 

ANOTHER NOTEWORTHY DEVELOPMENT DURING THE DEBRIEFING WAS 
SOURCE'S EASE AT RECALLING EXACT DATES AND TIMES. WITHOUT ANY 
HESITATION, SOURCE PROVIDED VERY PRECISE DETAILS OF HIS ACTIVITIES 
WHILE IN PRISON. HIS STORY SEEMED TOO POLISHED TO BE IMPROMPTU. 
ALSO, WHEN HE WAS RELATING HIS EXPERIENCE AT THE HOSPITAL, HE SAID 
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THAT AFTER APRIL 1979, PATIENTS AT THE HOSPITAL WERE ALLOWED TO HAVE 
VISITORS. ONLY THOSE WHO APPEARED IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION, 
THOUGH, WERE ACTUALLY ALLOWED VISITORS; PATIENTS WHO WERE SICK IN 
BED WERE NOT PERMITTED TO HAVE VISITORS. WHEN COLLECTOR ASKED HOW 
HE KNEW ABOUT THE HOSPITAL VISITATIONS IN APRIL 1979 (HE SAID HE WAS 
THERE IN OCT-NOV 1977), SOURCE IMMEDIATELY SAID HE WAS TALKING ABOUT 
THE PRISON AND NOT THE HOSPITAL. THIS REFERENCE TO SICK PEOPLE AT 
HIS "CAMP" WAS COMPLETELY INCONSISTENT WITH HIS EARLIER STATEMENTS 
IN WHICH HE CLEARLY ASSOCIATED VISITATIONS WITH THE DOAN 776 
HOSPITAL. .... 

ANOTHER ASPECT PECULIAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HIS SEEMING 
INDIFFERENCE TO HIS WIFE AND DAUGHTER BACK IN HO CHI MINH CITY. THE 
ONLY TIME THEY CAME UP WAS WHEN SOURCE RESPONDED TO A DIRECT 
QUESTION THE COLLECTOR POSED REGARDING THEIR WELL-BEING. HIS 
APPARENT LACK OF INTEREST IN THEIR WELFARE SEEMED ODD GIVEN THAT HE 

PAGE 02 RUEOFUA0836 
HAD NOT SEEN THEM FOR SEVERAL YEARS. 



' ... .. ...... 

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA, ONE ENCLOSURE: 1~ 
QUESTIONNAIRES , 120 PAGES, 1 COPY, DOI 820000 

#0836 

NNNN 

.·~, 

} 

PAGE:0012 
REEDUCATION CAMP 
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. Team 1, 2 , 3 

I. 

TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP ORGANIZATION C~RT 

(VINH PHU - NORTH VIETNAM) 

Camp Headquarter 
Tan Lap - Vinh Phu 

I R5 
Sub- Camp 

Total prls.oners of s1x sub camps: 4, 000 persons. 

Total Conununist Security members: Nore than 1,000 members. 

*Sub-Camp t{4: Couununist Supervisor: Haj or Phung Viet Bang. 

I stayed in this sub-camp R4, there were about 600 political prisoners. 

- Deputy Supervisor: Thuong My Cao Ba Dau 

(VC grade between captain and 1st Lieutenant) 

-Deputy Supervisor Assistant: 1st Lieutenant Vu Son. 

Total Security members about 100 members. We have to enthusiast an area 

about 200 hectares. Jodd is: salt and some kinds of manioc. •·· 
Ration for every per&on/a day: 0,40 kg. (2/3 are corn and some kind of bad 

.. · . . ~-- ' :·:- .... : 

·cereals). 

Normally, one security controlled 10 prisoners. 

II . 

The Situation and the 6-year story of conununist re-education camps u1 

North and South VN after April 30th 1·975: 

From June 23, 1975 unti 1 June 20, 1976: Detained u1 South VN 1n Suoi Hau, 

Bien Hoa Province. 
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From June 20, J76 to Oc~ober 1978: transferret lo.No~th VN by. ship . 

I lived in several camps: Hai Phong, -Yen Bai, Nghia· Lo, Hoang Lien Son 

and Thac Ba Hydraulic electric dam. =-
'':' -~· ·, .: . . . . :--'!"':':-;-;~:"'-""'~. :~ ... • ;,. .:_ ~· • . . . . .-·-: .. •!\ -~· .. ': ..... ,_. . ; .. ~.:. :·· . . . ,_ .... : •.. .: .• 

Special News:· in· July 1 ~~6 at Yen Bai · Jo'int Camp~ when I was in .. T4 Joint· 

.,·_catrip::j::£'\t~is ·:..~~111P had impriso~ed American POW. ·.· We· has ·met American POW ·· . .. . .. ·· : .. .., --~-.. -...... ~ .· ...... 

there,' about 9 or 10 people, very skinny and awfully -tattered; .we .were 

··~-~·t:·=·~Ii~.;~·d:·t:~···a.p·p·r-~ach them, ti-te"' c·o~~n1si:~ -£arced us to go .away carrying 

r~ce, we never met them again. 

·*Also in ·July· 1976 'tve met one· American, .. he looked better (compared with 

us), wear~ng civil clothing. He seemed Taciturn and spoke to nobody. I 

met him one evening when propaganda movies were screened, kno\ving the 

questions 1n our mind, they explained: 

"This American soldier has been enlightened by Communist doctrine and 

volunteer.ed to stay ~n VN, he married a North Vietnamese gild. 

With a 200 Dong salary per month, he is working eagerly, serv~ng 1n the 

moving projectionist team, which \..rorks in concentration camps. 11 

He tried to approach him but failed because of Communist intervention. 

I think this 1s conununist propag~nda scheme. ... . 

•'t;:t ........ ..z.:.· .!, .•• , 

From October 1978 to February 1981: When ·sino-Vietnamese relations broke, 

we came to be under police supervision. They moved us to Tan Lap Camp, 

Vinh Phu Province (built in 1975). It lies North-Western of Hanoi, 150 

kilometers from it. This is an endles~ mountainous dangerous area; the 

camp formally was an inviolable conununist \var-zone. 

In February 1981, I was set free. I could surnrnise beforehand because of 

International Political Powers exerted over Hanoi Regime. 

,·_. 
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-· On the moral of political prisoners: 

The Con~unist strictly carried out harsh policy to the POW: situation, 

··.· 
terrorism, . separation, 's.Q.spicion. 

:~ 
. r:-.... -.·: .. ~ .. 

1).)\t.Jir_st, _be~ause of severe starvation. and terrorism and high death 

rate, our morale went down, some have sold their spirit to the Communist 

·.·: 
;:": to exchange for a lot of extra food, they '\vere finally punished by us for 

'\-7arnin·g, we in turn paid a very hard price. Several were shot do'\m (I 

forgot their names). ..··· 

2) After receiving aid from our families and due to unfavourable Interna-

tional situation for the Communist, all of us could hold our spirit 

unchanged altl1ough we were strictly supervised. Since then there were 

open oppositions: anti-hard-labour, life improvement, fewer labour 

suggestions. The most prominent incident happened at Ham Tan POW camp 

during the New Year, we have burned the camp, refused our labour duty asked 

for the release and we were not accused. A few low-ranking cadres were 

paid off. Nearly half of the North VN soldiers openly opposed their 

leaders, they disagreed Hith the regime. They helped us knm.; the \vorld 

news and 'l.vhat happened outside (we 'l.vere strictly forbidden to know about 

.... 
these ne'i.vS). 

...... In brief: all PO\.J are high-spirited and believe that: 

- the situation is changing rapidly unfavourably to the Communist so that 

they must shrink back and they must release the never-sentenced prisoners 

-the U.S. government and his alien countries \vill never iet us die slo,;o~ly 

~n communist prison. 



-· Name Rank Name 

1. Do Uan Nhuan Captain 26. Nguyen Van Xuan 

2. Nguyen Ngoc Minh .-· " 27. Tran Thai Binh 

" 28. Nguyen Bao Riem 
. ::..:.· .. ·.' 

4. Nguyen Dinh Tho ... 29. Luong Van Moi 

5. Nguyen Tien Tan " 30. Nguyen The Vinh 

6. Nguyen· Tong Tien " 31. Le Rinh .. 

7. · Dao. Xuan Long II ·~~ ~32. Luong Van Bac 

8. Ly Phat Tan " 33. Nguyen Van Hui 
· ........ ·· ... ' ·.:-··. 

9. Vo Van Riet 

10. Ta Quang Thanh 

11. Nguyen Phat An 

12. Tran Gia Hung 

13. Vu Gia Bao 

14. Dam Huu Mao 

15. Vu Due Ninh 

16. Nguyen Dinh Van 

17. Le Van Phu 

18. Vo Van Hue 

19. Luong Van Canh 

20. Vu Ngoc Tieu 

21. Nguyen Phu Si 

22. Do Due Minh 

23. Nguyen Van Vinh 

24. Vo.Cong Hau 

25. Nguyen Van Quy 

" 

1st Lieutenant 

Captain 

II 

II 

11 

" 

" 

2nd Lieutenant 

Sergeant, lst 
class 

Captain 

" 

Ps)"var Service 

Captain 

2nd Lieutenant. 

Captain 

II 

34. Nguyen Loan· 

35. Vo Ngoc Nhan 

36. Nguyen Huu Chan 

37. Nguyen Due Trach 

38. Vo Phuc Nghiep 

39. Nguyen Gia Quyet 

40. Nguyen Xuan Loc 

41. Hoang Rinh Ngu 

42. Dao Ngoc To 

43. Nguyen Van Rien 

44. Le Van Truong 

45. Tran Vinh Tuong 

Rank 

Captain 

·.: -~ .. :'·''·:. , ......... , 

II 

~ • -: ~ ..:~ .... 7·.. ...... ~-~. ~~-~-: ·"·;.::.: ~ •. :;:; .... :::. 
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Officers set fl by Conununist \ 

..: 

1. Duong Van Hoanh Captain -
.. 

Trung .. II 2. Nguyen Hieu •.'( 

3 • .. Nguyen Tuy.Thoi II 

. .. ;·,, ..... 

4. Chu Van Tan II 

. 5. Pharo Duy Ly II 

6. Nguy"en Ngoc Hung " 

7. Nguyen Huu Phuoc Sergeant, 1st class 

8. Lam Dai Tong Captain 

Officers killed 1n Re-ed. camp 

1. Nguyen Van Narn 2nd Lieutenant 

.... 
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MSGNO 72 (PCXX) *11/04/86* *14:03:00.7.8* 
ZCZC 19:01:42Z (PC) 

R 041745Z NOV 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEACHS/CHS-GRID/OCJCS 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 041640Z NOV 86 

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
BT 

EZ2: 

DIST: 
COUNTRY: 

04 NOVEMBER 1986 
VIETNAM 

•·· 

SUBJ: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT REEDUCATION CAMP-12 IN HOANG 
LIEN SON AND AT TAN LAP SUBCAMP-K4 IN VINH PHU, NORTH 
VIETNAM 

DOl: 
SOURCE: 

MAY 1976 - JANUARY 1981 
FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 

r:·, -:­. r. \.J. 



J : -"" 

\ 

WHILE AN INMATE 'AT THE ;CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN 
JUNE 1986. - . . -· 

TEXT: 1. FROM MAY 1976 TO OCTOBER 1977 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS ATII 
REEDUCATION CAMP-~ OF PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) GROUP 776 IN 
HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. REEDUCATION CAMP-12 WAS . 
LOCATED ALONG THE MAIN ROAD FROM YEN BAI TO LAO CAl CITY, ABOUT 25 
KILOMETERS (KHS) NORTH OF YEN BAI CITY IN TRAN YEN DISTRICT, HOANG 
LIEN SON. GROUP 776 CONSISTED OF 14 REEDUCATION CAMPS, DEPLOYED 
ALONG THE"YEN BAI-LAO CAl HIGHWAY IN HOANG LIEN SON. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE HAD BEEN BY CAMP-7, CAHP-11 AND THE 776TH GROUP HEADQUARTERS 
sOUTH OF CAMP-12, AND CAMP-1-3 AND CAMP-14 NORTH OF CAHP-12.) ALL OF 
THE GROUP-776 CAMPS SEEMED TO BE LOCATED IN VALLEYS ADJACENT TO THE 
YEN BAI-LAO CAl HIGHWAY. (HEADQUARTERS COMMENT: THE EXISTENCE OF 
PAVN GROUP 776 IS UNCONFIRMED.} 

2. THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 60 OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS 
ASSIGNED TO CAMP-12. PAVN SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((GIAI)) WAS 
CAMP COMMANDER. TELEPHONES WERE USED FOR COMMUNICATIONS AMONG THESE 
CAMPS. NO ANTENNAS WERE OBSERVED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS~· 

3. ABOUT ~00 INMATES WERE DETAINED AT CAMP-12; AMONG THEM 
ABOUT 3~0 WERE JUNIOR GRADE POLICE OR ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
(ARVN) OFFICERS. THE OTHERS WERE DISTRICT LEVEL CIVILIAN 
ADMINISTRATORS, JUNIOR GRADE CHAPLINS, POLICE INSPECTORS AND MEMBERS 
OF PROVINCE LEVEL ASSEMBLIES FROM THE SOUTH. THERE WERE NO FIELD 
GRADE MILITARY OR POLICE OFFICERS AT THIS CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: 
SOURCE DID NOT KNOW IF THIS FACILITY WAS STILL FUNCTIONING IN 1986.)} 

~- FROM OCTOBER 1977 TO 18 JANUARY 1981 THERE WERE NO I 
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU ·· 
PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO 
PROVIDE THE LOCATION OF THIS CAMP. HE NOTED THAT IT WAS AN EIGHT 
HOUR TRAIN RIDE FROM THE NEARBY AM THUONG RAILR D TATION TO HANOI.) 
THE TAN LAP EDUCATION CAMP CONSISTED OF SIX SUBCAMPS, DESIGNATED K1 
- K6. K-5 WAS THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS. THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV) 
ADMINISTERED THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN NGUYEN 
BA ((LU)) WAS K1 SUBCAMP COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN ((NAM)) 
WAS K2 COMMANDER; BNV CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)) WAS K!t COMMANDER ..... 
(FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DID NOT KNOW THE NAMES OF THE K3, K5 AND K6 
COMMANDERS.) THERE WAS A STAFF OF ABOUT 50 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4. THERE WERE AN ESTIMATED 1,000 PRISONERS AT K1. AMONG THEM WERE 
ABOUT 100 FORMER ARVN COLONELS; ABOUT 100 PROTESTANT, CATHOLIC AND 
BUDDHIST CHAPLINS; ABOUT 200 ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS AND MAJORS; 
ABOUT 300 CAPTAINS; 200 1ST AND 2ND LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 100 NON­
COMMISSIONED OFFICERS (NCO'S} WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE OR SECURITY UNITS. Kij HELD ABOUT 400 
PRISONERS, INCLUDING ABOUT 30 ARVN MAJORS; 100 CAPTAINS; ABOUT 200 
LIEUTENANTS; AND ABOUT 70 NCO'S. {FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE ESTIMATED 
THE PRISONER STRENGTH AT K2.TO BE ABOUT 400 AND THAT OF K5 ABOUT 
1100, BUT HE COULD NOT BREAK DOWN THOSE INMATES BY RANK/POSITION. HE 
DID NOT KNOW HOW MANY PRISONERS WERE IN K3.} 

6. TAN LAP USED TELEPHONES FOR INTERNAL CAMP COMMUNICATIONS. 
(SOURCE COMMENT: ALTHOUGH THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS STILL 
FUNCTIONING AS OF MID-JANUARY 1981, THE SUBSEQUENT STATUS OF THAT 
FACILITY IS UNKNO~HJ.) 
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-
180 (PCXX) *04/21/87* *21:10:29.0.4* 

zczc 02:09: 10Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 870421201~4795 

R 212355Z APR 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOA/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 212044Z APR 87 

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA/GDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSgVENTHFLT 
BT 

EZ2: 
SECTION 

DIST: 
COUNTRY: 

1 OF 2 

21 APRIL 1987 
VIETNAM 

---· 

SUBJ: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AND DESCRIPTION OF K4 SUBCAMP OF 
THE LAO CAl REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON AND 
SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH 
PHU, NORTHERN VIETNAM 

001: JUNE 1978 - FEBRUARY 1982 
SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
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FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE A~Y CAPTAIN. SOURCE 
OBTAINED THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION 
WHILE AN INMATE AT THE CAMPS. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN 
DECEMBER 1986. 

PAGE 

TEXT: 1. FROM JUNE TO OCTOBER 1978, THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 
SUBCAMP-K4 OF THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS 
LOCATED ABOUT FIVE KILOMETERS (KMS) SOUTHWEST OF THE PHO LU TRAIN 
STATION AND ABOUT 30 KMS EAST OF THE CHINESE BORDER. K4 SUBCAMP WAS 
SITUATED ABOUT TWO KMS EAST OF THE LAO CAI CAMP HEADQUARTERS IN HOANG 
LIEN. SON.· (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE HAD HIS DIRECTIONS MIXED UP. THE 
ABOVE DIRECTIONS HAVE BEEN CORRECTED.) 

2. THE LAO CAl REEDUCATION CAMP HEADQUARTERS WAS BUILT BY THE 
FRENCH BEFORE 1954. AFTER THE DEFEAT OF THE FRENCH, THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE U~ED THIS FACILITY TO DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS WHO 
WORKED FOR THE FRENCH. AFTER 30 APRIL 1975, THE NORTH USED THIS 
FACILITY TO DETAIN PRISONERS FROM THE SOUTH. SUBCAMP K4 WAS BUILT BY 
AND USED FOR DETENTION OF NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. 

3. THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP AND ITS SUBCAMPS WERE 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN 
BUI ((CHIEU)) WAS LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP COMMANDER. THE K4 SUBCAMP 
COMMANDER WAS A BNV SENIOR LIEUTENANT WHOSE NAME IS NOT RECALLED. 

4. SUBCAMP K4 CONSISTED OF FOUR SEPARATE ZONES EACH DIVIDED 
INTO TWO LABOR UNITS. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT 
K4. EAC~ ZONE WAS SEPARATED FROM THE NEXT BY A BAMBOO FENCE. THE 
ZONES WERE ABOUT FIVE METERS APART. THE THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
FOR LABOR UNIT FOUR WAS BNV CORPORAL ((CHUT)), WELL KNOWN FOR BEATING 
THE PRISONERS; BNV THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR/SERGEANT ((GIOI)) 
SUPERVISED THE BRICK MAKING UNIT; BNV CORPORAL ((HAl)), AKA HAI DIEN, 
WAS ALSO KNOWN TO BEAT HIS PRISONERS. HAI SUPERVISED THE FARM UNIT. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 200 ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (ARVN) JUNIOR 
GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. ALL OF THEM HAD TRANSFERRED FROM CAMP-6 OF 
INTERCAMP-1 IN HOANG LIEN SON. MOST OF THEM WERE FROM FORMER ARVN 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE, MILITARY SECURITY, PSY-WARFARE AND SPECIAL 
POLICE UNITS. THERE WERE ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT SUBCAMP K1 OF 
THE LAO CAI REEDUCATION CAMP. DURING THE CHINESE ATTACKS AGAINST ~­
NORTH VIETNAM IN 1979, CHINESE ARTILLERY LEVELED THE LAO CAI CAMP 
HEADQUARTERS AND SUBCAMP K4. THEREAFTER NORTH VIETNAM ABANDONED THE 
LAO CAl REEDUCATION CAMP. (FIELD COMMENT: THIS INFORMATION WAS 
PROVIDED BY BNV GUARDS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU. 
THEY WERE PREVIOUSLY ASSIGNED TO THAT CAMP.) 

5. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO 27 FEBRUARY 1982 THERE WERE NO 
AMERICANS AT SUBCAMP K4 OF THE TAP LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, NORTHERN VIETNAM. THIS CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KMS 
NORTHEAST OF THE AM THUONG RAILROAD STATION AND TWO KMS FROM THE BEN 
NGOC LANDING IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU. THIS CAMP WAS BUILT BY 
NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINAL PRISONERS SOMETIME BEFORE 1975. 

6. THE TAN LAP, AKA K5, REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY 
THE BNV. BNV MAJOR BUI ( (CHIEU)) WAS CAMP COMMANDER. (SOURCE 
COMMENT: CHIEU WAS FORMERLY A SENIOR CAPTAIN AND DEPUTY CHIEF OF THE 
LAO CAl REEDUCATION CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON. HE WAS PROMOTED AND 
TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP, VINH PHU.) THE CHIEF OF SUBCAMP K4_WAS BNV 
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CAPTAIN CAO BA ((DAU)). THE K4 DEPUtY COMMANDER WAS BNV SENIOR 
LIEUTENANT (FNU) ((HUNG)), AKA HUNG GIA. THOUGHT REFORM OFFICERS ItT 
K4 INCLUDED BNV ASPIRANT ((THUC)) AND ASPIRANT ((SON)), AKA GA RI TO. 
THERE WERE ABOUT 40 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN AT K4. 

1. THERE WERE ABOUT 345 ARVN JUNIOR GRADE OFFICERS AT K4. 
THE PRISONERS WERE ORGANIZED INTO 12 LABOR UNITS WITH ABOUT 30 
INMATES PER UNIT. UNIT ONE, THE CARPENTRY UNIT WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV 
SERGEANT (SGT) ((TIEN)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR; UNIT TWO, A · 
FARM UNIT, WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV SGT/THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR 
((DUC))"; BNV SGT HAl, ALSO A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED 
FARM. UNITS THREE AND FOUR; BNV SGT NGUYEN VAN ( (LE)) SUPERVISED UNIT 
FIVE, A GREEN VEGETABLE GROWING UNIT AS WELL AS UNIT SIX, THE TEA 
COLLECTION AND DRYING UNIT; BNV SGT ((THANH)) SUPERVISED UNIT SEVEN, 
BRICK MAKING, AND UNIT NINE, THE FORESTRY PRODUCTION UNIT; BNV SGT 
((THUC)), A THOUGHT REFORM INSTRUCTOR, SUPERVISED UNIT EIGHT, A FARM 
UNIT; UNIT 10 WAS SUPERVISED BY BNV K4 REAR SERVICES SGTS ((KHAI)) 
AND ((TOAN)) - THIS UNIT WAS THE K4 MESSHALL; UNIT 11, ANOTHER GREEN 
VEGETABLE CROP PRODUCTION UNIT, WAS UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF BNV 
BT 
111039 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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CDSN = LGX648 MCN = 90023/13902 TOR = 900230928 

HEADER 
R 230928Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230907Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ _ 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC; 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04297 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0212 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: . IIR 6 024 0212 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN LAP BETWEEN 1980 AND 1981 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

· PAGE:0028 
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DOl: 800000-810000 

SOURCE: J C, /SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 

• ~.: A FORMER ARVN~· 1L'!.-~ WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
CAMP FROM-1980: ~IL 1981. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT 
BEEN ESTABLISHED.· 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE RECALLED THAT TAN LAP LAY 
BETWEEN MOUNTAIN RANGES IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
TRAVELED FROM HANOI BY TRAIN TO THE AM THUONG STATION AND 
FROM THERE BY FERRY TO THE FERRY LANDING AT BEN NGOC. 
FROM BEN NGOC HE WALKED ABOUT FOUR HOURS UNTIL REACHING 
K-4 TAN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
K-4 WAS APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 250 BY 300 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. DIRECTLY INSIDE 
THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED A LARGE MEETING HOUSE. TO THE 
LEFT WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 40 METERS. 
TO THE RIGHT OF THE GATE IN THE BACK OF THE COMPOUND WAS 
THE THIRD LONG DETENTION HOUSE. ADDITIONALLY, CONTAINED 
INSIDE THE COMPOUND WAS· A SMALL MEDICAL AID STATION, 
EMULATION HOUSE, WATER CISTERN AND BATH HOUSE, INMATE 
KITCHEN AND FOODSTUFFS SUPPLY WAREHOUSE. 

4. , LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50-60 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN RAISING ANIMALS, CARPENTRY, AND SAWMILL TASKS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 
0600 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, EAT BREAKFAST 
0700 COMMENCE LABOR 

':'·. -PAGE: 0029 
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-- 1100 
1300 
1700 

_____________ 19QO 

RETURN TO COMPOUND FOR LUNCH -
CONTINUE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 
LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 

2100 .SLEEP .. 

· 6,.. . _ ...• ·:INMATE POPULATION·. ~.THE' MA'JORITY. OF 'TH&. 
·. INMATES· WERE' FORMER· RVNAF OR NATIONAL:. POLICE OFFICERS'. 

1. . . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
COMMENTS: . - SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES. 
1. MEMORY DRAWING ' , 1 PG, 1 CY 
2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY • 
DISSEM: ' FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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CDSN = LGX6~8 MCN = 9002~/1~829 TOR = 900230926 

... ··-. ··-·--:...------·· ··--···-·- -·-. 
HEADER 
R 230926Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE· WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230906Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC// 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC~//~N~SC~DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04296 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0213 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0213 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
'l'A~ T.AP RF.EDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN JUL 78 AND FEB 82 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
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DOI: 780700-820200 

SOURCE: 0 ~ . 30URCE IS AN 
ODP· BENEFICIARY. UNDER-THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVH 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM JUL 78 TO FEB 82. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K-4, TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 
WAS REACHED BY TRAIN FROM THE HANG CO STATION IN HANOI TO 
THE AM THUONG STATION ABOUT 180 KM DISTANT. FROM AM 
THUONG SOURCE'S GROUP WENT BY FERRY TO BEN NGOC WHERE 
THEY CONTINUE THE JOURNEY BY WALKING EIGHT MORE KM TO K-4 
TAN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
UNDER·THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-4 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS 
1LT ((LNU)) TRIEN. OTHER CADRE AND THEIR POSITIONS WERE 
AS FOLLOWS--PSS CAPT ((LNU)) KHAI, ASST CAMP CDR AND 
MEDICAL OFFICER; PSS 2LT ((LNU)) SON, EDUCATION OFFICER; 
PSS MSG TUAN, GUARD FORCE NCOIC; PSS MSG ((LNU)) BAN, 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRY; AND PSS MSG ((LNU)) THANH, SECURITY 
PERSONNEL OFFICER. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION OF 
THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 300 INMATES. 

3. , PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE.LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE THREE LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 30 
METERS IN DIMENSION. ALL THE STRUCTURES INSIDE K-4 WERE 
BUI.LT OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH DETENTION 
HOUSE HELD ABOUT 100 INMATES. AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
FOODSTUFF WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, EMULATION HOUSE, 
SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY·, WATER CISTERN, AND A HERBAL 
MEDICINE GARDEN WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND. 
OUTSIDE AND ADJACENT TO THE DETENTION COMPOUND WERE FOUND 
THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION BUILDINGS, CADRE HOUSING, 
BLACKSMITH SHOP, ELECTRIC GENERATOR HOUSE, CARPENTRY 
SHOP, BRICK KILN, ANIMAL STABLES AND AGRICULTURAL 

. .. PAGE-: 0025 

~-· 



. ' ·= 

'--· 

~-PRODUCTION AREA. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
:_ __ HIT_O __ YOOR_pE:!AiLS B_Y UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 

PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY. LABOR TASKS WERE. INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING- CROPS, PRIMARILY- MANIOC, RICE, GREEN ·, -
VEGETABLESt \' AND: SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN -A UH'IT 
-ALSO WERE·~ INVOLVED I H. BRICK MAKING, RAISING ANIMALS,;_;;· 
CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITHING; AND KITCHEN DETAILS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 
0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE, 
EAT BREAKFAST 
0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, EAT SUPPER 
1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
2100 SLEEP 

6. . INMATE POPULATION. THE MAJORITY OF INMATES 
IN K-4 WERE FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS. 
THERE WERE NO CRIMINALS IN K-4. INMATES IN K-4 WORE DARK 
BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS MADE OF VERY THIN MATERIAL. 
THE BACK OF THE SHIRTS WERE MARKED WITH LARGE LETTERING 
INDICATING REEDUCAtiON CAMP AND THE SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG. 
"CT K4". THE FORMER ARVN OFFICERS WERE RECALLED AS 
FELLOW INMATES--1LT LEVAN THANH VAN, UNIT 101, CAPTAIN 
TRAN NGOC MINH STAFF OF FORMER PRIME MINISTER TRAN VAN 
HUONG. 

1. . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

ENCL: . > To FOLLOW To DIA/PW-MI~: 2 ENCLosuREs. 
1. MEMORY DRAWING , .1 PG, 1 CY 
2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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ROOTINE. ZYW RUEHBlA26U 1301017 
R 0909331 MAY 88 
FM USDAO 8ANGlOl THI/PW·MIA// 
TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//Vo-PV/DAM/ 
INFO WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC MR CHILDRESS/ 

SECDEf WASHDC//OASD·ISA/PV·MIA// 
JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS·PV·MIA// 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU Hl//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
CIA WASHDC CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
USDAO lUALA LUMPUR USDAO SINGAPORE 
USDAO MANILA RP USDLO OONG lONG 

SECTION 01 Of 02 BANGlOl TH//PV· 22643 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0353·88. 

COOJ.'T RY : VI £TN AM ( VM) • 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0353·88/HEARSAY Of AMERICANS 
FORMERlY HELD AT THE l5 TAN lAP VINH PHU 
RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

DEPARTM[N1 Of DEFENSE 

001: 760300. 

sOORCE: 5 (!, SOURCE IS A 
VI£TN~£S£ REFUGEE AND FORMER ARVN MAJOR AND REGIONAL 
FORCES (RF) BN COMMANDER. REliABILITY OF SOURCE HAS 
trol BHN ESgBLISHEO. 

S~ARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
COh1~INS LIMITED HEARSAY INFORMATJ~ ON AllEGED 
AM~RICAN P~ BEING DETAINED IN THE KS TAN LAP VINH PHU 
RE-EDUCATION CAMP AS lATE AS 7603. 

ACTICJ: VO-PV(2) (U.6,7 ,8,F) 
INFO CJCS(5) CJCS-PV·MIA(S) DJS:(l) J3:NHCC(l) JZ(l) 

J3(4) NIDS(l) JS(2) ~Al CONTROL(l) SECDEF:(l) 
S£CDEF(8) USDP(8) ASD:PA&E(l) USDP:ISA(l) 
USDP:EAP(3) USDP:OSAA(4) USOP:NA~!}.USOP:FMRA(l) 
USDP:TSO(l) USDP:MIA(1) USDP:TNF(l) USDP:TRAD£(1) 
USDP:DTSA(l) DI-1(1) NMIC(1) RTS-28(1) NVS(l) 
JSI·lB(l) DAH-3(2) 010(1) 08-2(1) 08-ZC(l) 06-2C2(1) 
OX-6C(l) DIA(l) DX·SCZ(l) DC·4A3(1) DAM{l) 

+OCSA VASHINGTCI DC 
+(t(l WASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTtll DC//XD-CTC/1 
+AFIS AMHS BOlliNG AFB DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC//XO-CTC/XOXX/1 
+SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
+CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
+DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEAD£ MD 
+CMC WASHINGTON DC 
+USCINCSOC MACDILl AFB fl//SOJZ/1 
+USCINCPAC HONOLUlU HI 
+CIMCPACFLl PEARl HARBOR Hl 
+MPC n GEORGE G MEADE MD 
+SAFE 

72 

APRIL 1976. FOR THE FIRST FIVE MONTHS All NEW 
ItltATES. M)VEMENTS VER£ ClOSElY CONTROLLED AND THEY 
VIRE GENERALLY RESTRICTED TO THE COMPOUND. IN ABOUT 
S£Pl ~ OCT 1976. SOURCE AND SEVERAl OTH£RS VENT 
OUTSIDE THE CD4POUND TO CONSTRUCT liVING tKJARTERS FOR 
THE MINISTRY Of INTERIOR COMMUNIST CADRE AND TO MAKE 
REPAIRS ON THE LOCAL ROADS. 

2. IN APPROXIMAT£l Y FEB 1971, THERE WAS A DAY . 
IN WHICH LOCAL VILLAGERS WERE CALLED OOT TO DO PUBliC 
SERVICE lABOR VITH THE INMATES. THE DAY VAS CALLED 
·uo DONG lA ti)I CHU NGHIA•. OH THIS OCCASIC* THE 
WOR~ PROJECT WAS RENOVATION OF A LOCAL BRIDGE ltOIN AS 
CAU RACH DINH. SOME OF THE VIllAGERS ASlED SOURCE 
WHERE HE WAS STAYING AND HE TOLD THEM l5. THEY TOLD 
HIM THAT JUST BEFORE SOURCE•s GROUP ARRIVED IN APR 76, 
THERE WERE AMERICAN PV DETAINED THERE. TH£ VIllAGERS 
SAID THEY SA~ THE CA'iP CADRE TAllNG THE AMERICANS DOWN 
TO A LOCAl STREAM TO BATHE. SOURCE DID NOT ASl THEM 
~ THEY KNEW THEY WERE AMERICANS. BUT JUST ASSUMED 
SINCE THEY LIVED CLOSE BY THEY lNEW. NO DETAILS Of 
THE AMERICANS (SUCH AS N~BERS Of PV) WERE DIS.CUSSEO. 
SOURCE WONDERED IF THERE WERE AMERICANS IN THE OTHER 
TAN LAP VINH PHU CAMPS. THE VIllAGERS SAID NO, THE 
AMERICA~S WERE DETAINED ONLY IN lS. 

3 SOURCE DID NOT SEE ANY SIGNS Of AMERICANS 
HAViNG SEEN I~ KS, BUT SAID HE DID NOTICE THERE WAS 
EVIDENCE OF A LOT OF FRESH PAINT AND NEW CONSTRUCTION 
WHICH COULD HAVE COVERED UP THOSE SIGNS. 
4. OTHER THAN TH£ INFORMATION ACOVE, SOURCE NEVER 
SA~ NOR HEARD Of ANY AMERICANS NOR ANY FOREIGNERS. 
ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO COULD HAY£ BEEN 
MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN CAPTIVITY OR LIVING 
FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE DURING 
THE IH1ERV1EW AND ~NSWERED QUESTIONS IN A 
STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. HE ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

SECTION OZ Of 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 22643 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAl: IIR 6 024 0353-88. 
.... 

COUNTR's: VIHNAII! (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 6 01~ 0353-88/HEARSAY OF AMERICANS 

~~130/1009Z CDSN=MIA645 
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INTERVIEW WITH A YOUNG DELINQUENT AT A CORRECTIONAL CAMP 

The correctional officer escorted the yoUng man into the room where I was 
waiting; then he went out and left us there by ourselves~ They young man was 
fair-skinned and wore a white sweater, a brown jacket, gray pants, and plastic 
sandals. I started the interview immediately: 

--I am a reporter for "Tien Phong" magazine and I want to interview 
you today. Do you know "Tien Phong" magaz1ne? 

--Yes. We· are allowed to read every day in this camp. We have "Tien 
Phong," "Nhan· Dan," as well as other newspapers and magazines. 

--What is your name? I asked. 

--My name is Ilguyen Quy Hoa. 

The interview continued as follows: 

Reporter (myself)--Can you tell me about your family and yourself. 
Hoa--My father was chief of a convoy and my mother was a merchant, both retired 
now. I am the eldest son. Three of my brothers and sisters are working and 
one is still in school. 

Reporter--Are you from Hanoi? 
Hoa--Yes. We live at 2 LeVan Huu ... 

Reporter--How old are you? 25? 
Hoa--26 ... 
Reporter--Please, continue. 
Hoa--I attended Ly Tu Trong School until the seventh grade. Then I quit to go 
to work. In 1971, I enrolled in the 18-month training program of the Electric 
and Water Company. But I dropped out after 3 months. I went to work in a 
cooperative making plastic sandals: first, I worked for Thanh Binh, then I 
worked for Hien Luong until 1979, when I started to get into trouble ... 
Reporter--Why is that? 
Hoa--Because of friends. •·· 
Reporter--You mean bad friends: 
Hoa--Exactly. Friends like Ngoc, who is a bicycle-repairman, Mau, who sells 
old clothes, or Quang ... who have led me astray. 

Reporter--Were you convicted before? 
Hoa--Once ... (Hoa bends his head and lowers his voice). In 1979, Ngoc and I 
were convicted of assault and larceny. Afterwards, I was arrested, together 
with Minh, for stealing watches in front of a movie theater. The· court of 
Pistrict II sentenced us to two years' imprisonment, from J~y 1979 to July 
1981. 

Reporter--How about this time? 
Hoa--After I had been released, I went to stay with my grandmother in ThuLe. 
I lived there in peace for six months. However, I could not find a job and was 
not put on the family book. While I was feeling very depressed, my old friends 
showed up, dressed in expensive clothes. After they invited and treated me so 
many times, I had to pay them back. And that was why, together with-N~oc, I 
9ommitted the same crimes again. I was arrested and was sent to this camp for 
three years. 

- 1 
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·Reporter--What do you do in this camp to refpr.m yourself? 
Rca--Besides attending classes and following- the rules and regulations of the 
camp, I work with a group of people making colors, and I plant peanuts, corn~ 
potatoes, and manioc. I work hard to redeem myself. For that reason, upon 
the unanimous request of the other inmates, the superintendent of the camp has 
chosen me to be the leader of the color-making team. Also, I have just been 
invited to participate in the music group of the camp. 

Reporter--What do you receive in this camp? 
Hoa--I receive some clothes, in addition to my own, as well as a blanket and 
ilmosquito-net,· and soap for laundry. Each month, we are provided with paper, 
envelopes and stamps to write to our families. 

Reporter--How do you find life. here in this camp? 
Rca--Naturally, life in a correction.al:.:camp implies hardships and lack of free­
dom. However, we have many entertainments in this camp, such as radio, news­
papers and magazines, sports, music, and TV (we can watch TV three times a 
week). Last night, we watched the movie called "The Black Cat." As for food, 
we don't receive enough from the government, but the inmates of the camp pro­
duce enough themselves to supplement their food rations. 

Reporter--Are you allowed here to grow your hair like this? 
Rca--Actually, we don't have to have a"military" cut, but we cannot grow our 
hair too long either. My hair is a little bit too long to be conform to the 
camp regulations because the hair-clippers have just been broken. Personally, 
I don't like to have my hair cut too short. 

Reporter--Do you mean to say that the correctional officers here are not too 
hard with the inmates? 
Hoa_--Yes. They are very strict., but they treat the inmates with compassion 
and humanity. They reward those who do well and punish those who violate the 
rules, but never treat them brutally. And this is why we all try to do our 
best here. 

Reporter--Have you ever thought of escaping? 
Hoa--Once in a while, an inmate tries to escape. 
and will have to receive a harsher sentence. 

Reporter--What is your wish now? 

Sooner or later he is caught .. .. 

Hoa--I have committed crimes against society. Regretting what I did does not 
make any difference now. To tell the truth, sometimes I worry about the pos­
sibility of staying here longer. Therefore, I am determined to work hard to 
redeem myself, hoping that I will be released after three years. I want to 
become an honest citizen and have my own family. 

- 2 -
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--- The inmates' music group at Tan Lap, K5 
Photo: Mai N am 
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He· was born and grew up in a village by the river, on the outskirts or·· 
Hanoi. In his youth, he loved to read books, especially o:nes .. ,about the in­
telligence service. He loved to read about the exploits of unknown soldiers 
who were fighting to bring peace to the people. His dream was to become oneof 
the soldiers who were being sent on secret and exciting missions. Right af­
ter finishing school, he enrolled in the police fo~e, hoping that this would 
allow him to fulfill his childhood dreams. Unfortunately, when he graduated 
from the academy, he was assigned to the fire department. While he was 
still adjusting to his new job, he received orders to transfer to the Tan 
Lap correctional camp. His .friends told him jokingly: "Now you have the 
chance to make your dreams come true. Your work at the camp will certainly 
be very exciting, since you have to deal with the 'toughest' elements in our 
society." Although he did not really believe what they said, he was eager 
to go. As soon as he received his tranfer papers, he left for the camp, 
without even saying goodbye to his family. 

The new job was a challenge to him. He had lived his whole life in 
the countryside. He had spent his childhood in a small village by a river­
bank and had rarely gone to town. Therefore, he had never had to deal with 
the turbulence of city life, or with city people. Now he had to manage and 
educate a group of thirty people who in many ways were quite different from 
him.Accustomed to a life of idleness and pleasure, they had committed many 
crimes against society. Most were from the city. His responsibil~ty was to 
educate them so that they could become honest citizens. He found this task 
difficult: young and inexperienced, he had to deal with notorious criminals 
from Hanoi. At times he felt completely powerless in front of these unre­
pentant people. But he persevered in appealing to their better nature. 

In his group was a young man named Chu Xuan Tac, who had been convicted 
several times of larceny. Tac hated working in the fields. Unable to endure 
the hard life at the camp, Tac planned with Cuong to escape. Aware of Tac's 
plan, the cadre tried to talk him out of it, advising to reform himself 
instead. But Tac did not listen. One day, while working in the fields, Tac 
tried to hide in the bushes. As soon as the cadre saw that Ta~ was missing, 
he had him searched for and stopped in time. However, he did not harbor any 
resentment against Tac. This incident made him pay even more attention to 
Tac and to his family situation ... 

Now there is no longer a gap between Tac and him. Tac has followed 
his advice and given up the idea of escaping from the camp. Since that time, 
Tac has changed in many ways and has become one of the best members of his 
group. 

Many times the cadre finds himself in an extremely difficult situation, 
but he still manages to deal with it tactfully. In the camp was a man named 
Pham Van Thin, who had also been convicted of larceny. Thin refused to re­
form himself. He was especially lazy and very sly. Many times, as soon as 
he got to the fields, Thin would complain of a stomach-ache. The cadre had 
to let him rest. He took care of Thin as if he believed that Thin was real­
ly sick. At the same time, he talked to Thin and tried to make him realize 
that, if he wanted to go home to his family soon, he would have to work hard 
and reform himself. Touched by the cadre's kindness; Thin slowly changed 
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his attitude and became an excellent worker~ 

There have been many similar incidents, and he has given us valuable 
lessons in reforming those who have gone astray. He also talks to the fam­
ilies who come to visit at the camp in order to win their support as well. 
Some families, like Nguyen Van Cuong's mother, tried to bribe him with per­
sonal gifts, but he firmly refused and asked members of his group to tell 
their families not to bother him again. His honesty has won him their resp~ct. 

Many members of his group have reformed themselves and been allowed to 
go home to their families. Th~have written to thank him. He confided: 
"These men did wrong, but this is no reason for us to cast them aside or hate 
them. On the contrary, we have to. be close to them so that we can motivate 
them. The best way to change or reform them is to love them. Only love can 
help. us get closer to them so that we can help them overcome their guilt 
and become honest people ... " 

Those who have been in the camp and who were or are being educated by 
him will never forget him. His name is Nguyen Trung Thanh, a correctional 
officer at Tan Lap, K5. 

Cultural activities of the cadres 
at Tan Lap 
Photo : Mai Nam · 

Chu Thuy Hoa 
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I met him twice on. the same day. First I met him at the inmates' work~· 
shop where comrade Nguyen, one of the educators at the camp was showing us 
around. His name was Dao Tuan Dung; and his family lived in La Thanh. He· 
was in charge of the group of carpenters and blacksmiths. He showed us the 
products made by his group: knives, sickles, etc. Now, on our second meeting, 
he was sitting in front of me. 

He was 28 years old, married, with two children. He had been arrested 
several times, ·and the last time, for selling illegal merchandise. 

He started·: getting into trouble at the age of fifteen when his family came 
to settle in Thanh Hoa, Ha Tay. He cut classes and went gambling. Even when 
he was a child, he was already ensnared by money. He lied to his father to 
have some money. He was always hanging around with a group of mischief-makers, 
and they spent their time gambling, or drinking in a cafe, smoking cigarettes 
or eating candies. This gradually became a habit, an increasing need: he had 
to drink the finest coffee, smoke filter-tip cigarettes, eat deluxe caridies, 
and also dress fashionably ... All that Dung had in mind was money. 

Once Dung was detained for a week at Don Da police station. As soon as 
he was released, he and his ,accomplice robbed people on a train ... 

The three years that he spent at TK correctional camp have helped Dung 
to reform himself. After his release, he went to work for a movie production 
firm and also took courses at Vocational School No. 4. He graduated from 
school and got a job at Bach Mai:_airport. During this time, he got married, 
had children, and was settling down. But again, for the sake of money, he 
left this quiet life. This time he wanted more: watches, foreign cigarettes ... 
He hung out in Giam.Market, train stations, flea markets, Dong Xuan; he tried 
to make all kinds of deals, and there he met people like Tuan, Cuong, etc. 
The more money he made, the more he spent. And the more he spent, the more 
he wanted. Like an ephemerid attracted to light, he was attracted to money 
and to all the pleasures it can buy. He was dealing in all sorts of illegal 
merchandise. He said to the cadre: 

--I was arrested on August 1, 1980, when I was selling bicycle tires 
downtown 332 illegally, near Hang Co station. And I was sent here on Sep­

=tember 17, 1980. 

He told me about life at the camp, about the correctional officers who, 
with a lot of patience, have been helping him for the past two years to be­
come an honest worker again. 

--In the first few months, I felt like I was cruelly punished: I was 
sent away from the capital and forced to work. I hated everybody. But, 
gradually, through their own example, the cadres have shown me the value of 
an honest and frugal life •. They have made me realize things that I never 
thought of before ..•.. I have learned to like working, and I have been trained 
here to be a carpenter and a blacksmith. As you can see, I am now in charge 
of the carpenters and. blacksmiths' workshop. I have learned here a new way 
of life: to find true happiness in leading an honest life and avoi~ing 
excessive self-indulgence. I think that if we fail to learn this important 
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lesson, we would be unable later to withstan2: temptations and we would make 
the same mistakes again. 

--What do you plan to do after you finish serving your sentence here? 
I asked. 

Dung hesitated and finally said: 

--I have many things to do. But first, I will try my best to make it up 
to society and ~o my family for my past mistakes. I have learned two trades 
and I don't worry about finding a job. The most important thing for me is 
not to forget the lessons I have learned here and make the same errors again. 

Mai Cat 

2 (2856) NO. 50 Tien Phong 
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!LIFE AT TAN LAP CORRECTIONAL . CAMP 

The inmates 
- The guards, instructors and educators 
- Issues raised 

We arrived at the. prison camp. In front of us was a tall wall with barbed 
wire and a watchtower. It was a winter morning in central Viet Nam. The area 
was desolated and the cold wind was blowing. The big gate opened. As soon ·as 
we were inside, everyone exclaimed: 

--What beautiful flowers! 

Colonel Bui Van Chieu, the superintendent of the camp who was showing us 
around, nodded his head: 

--A young inmate took care of these flowers. 
Ngo Ha, came to visit and brought him some seeds. 
flowers in our camp all your round. 

His family, who live in 
And that is why now we have 

Next to the flower-beds, there were a vegetable garden and a few papaya­
trees and banana-trees ... To the right was the carpenters' workshop. Then 
there was the blacksmiths' workshop, and we could hear the hammers clanging 
on the anvil. 

Then there w~s another wall, beyond which were the inmates' living quar­
ters. The walls were whitewashed, with bars on the windows. There were flowers 
in front of each house. There were nice posters on the walls, with unique 
slogans such as: "Sleep well at night, work hard during the day," "Clean 
rooms make our camp beautiful," or "Work to improve our living conditions." 

The comrade accompanying us continued his explanations: 

--We have in this camp the toughest elements, those who committed the 
worst crimes, all the gang leaders. These are the people you just saw planting 
vegetables inside the camp. The others can go out the camp and work in the 
fields, picking tea-leaves, or work as carpenters, constructio~ laborers ... •·· 
Only the trustworthy ones can out alone into the jungle to cut wood, or mind 
the buffaloes by themselves, without the guards ... 

We could not help exclaiming: 

--This is a very open prison camp: 

--Yes, answered one of the young comrades. Very open, in both the 
literal and the figurative sense. 

Thinking of what I was told once, I said: 

--How could it be like that? Aren't these people, who have committed 
crimes, supposed to be harshly punished? 

Colonel Chieu had an indulgent smile: 
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--Even a few of us still have this wrong conception. But first, I would 
like to introduce you to the inmates; 80 % a~e young people. 

We talked to Le Quoc Khanh, 21, who used to live on Ly Nam De Street. 
Khanh looked extremely young; he was fair-skinned and had chubby cheeks. He 
was a tenth-grade student and obviously very boisterous. Khanh had a hole in 
his right ear-lobe (for earrings?). His mother was a medical doctor and his 
father a cadre, both retired. We asked him. what he thought of this prison 
camp. 

--I came here in May 1982. First, I had to learn the regulations of the 
camp. I listed all the bad things I had done and pledged to follow the four 
golden rules of behavior: to realize my ·mistakes and try to warn friends who 
are still on the outside; to educate myself politically; to work hard; and 
to abide by the rules of the camp. I am now with the group of farmers. During 
the three.years I'm going to be here, I want to learn a trade that suits me 
better .. However, in the fields, I work as hard as anyone else. In this camp, 
each person receives a set of clothes, a blanket, and a mosquito-net, but I 
have asked for permission to use the blanket and the mosquito-net that ·my fami­
ly sent me ... 

--Have you ever been mistreated? Tell me. 

--Being convicted for the first time, I was very scared before coming 
here. The word "prison" made me shiver. But when we left Hoa Lo and crossed 
Long Bien bridge~ some of the people who had been convicted many times before 
exclaimed joyfully: "Tan Lap Camp!" I realize here what a reeducation camp 
is. Above all, the cadresare very compassionate and humane. Most are young, 
about my age. Many times I have seen them gather with inmates and talk about 
Hanoi. They play ball with us. . . My only _goal now is to reform myself. 

Tran Dinh Lien, called Binh, 24, who used to live in Kim Lien, was another 
inmate here. He had been convicted before and had spent time at Camp 6 and 
Ba Sao Camp. Now he was serving a sentence at Tan Lap Camp. He had improved 
himself and was chosen by the inmates of this camp to be on the Emulation Group. 
Lien told us: ... 

--We form different groups and choose our own leaders ... Once a year, all 
the inmates meet together to set their goals and elect a new group. This group 
has the responsibility for checking up on everyone, reminding us to abide by 
the regulations, educate ourselves, work hard, follow the rules of hygiene, and 
maintain order. We help keep the goods sent to inmates by their families and 
let them use the goods a little at a time. If the inmates took these goods all 
at once to their rooms where there are many other inmates, there would be a 
lot of problems. The main function of our group is to rate the inmates each 
month according to their progress: excellent, average, or poor. Those who 
have made excellent progress will be rewarded, and the best revard is that they 
c.an see their families more often and longer. 

Nguyen Van Viet, 22, was another inmate of the camp. When we talked to 
him, he acted dumb, but actually he was sly as a fox. His nickname was "Foxy 
Viet." He escaped 18 times from Agricultural School No. 1 (a school for 
young delinquents about 2 kilometers from Tan Lap Camp). Viet had already 
tried to escape from the camp three times. We asked him: -
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--How were you punished each time, afte! you tried to escape? 

"Foxy Viet"answered: 

--The cadreswere very kind to me, and I was detained in a private cell 
for 7 days. Only those who fight with the guards to escape are detained for 
14 days. To be detained in a private cell is a sort of punishment for lack 
of progress. Therefore, the superintendent of the camp could propose to higher 
authorities to extend the sentence. Nobody wants this to happen; neither 
do I. 

This was the end of our visit with the inmates of Tan Lap Camp. Now we 
think back of "Foxy Viet," "Talkative Ha," Khanh "In irons" and realize that 
we can no longer just keep those who have gone astray in prison as long as pos­
sible and punish them harshly to make them pay for their crimes against so­
ciety. But how can we educate or reform them? Will we be able to obtain any 
results? Now a great many young people commit the same crimes again as soon 
as they are released from the camp. 

First, we have to review what has been achieved sofar. Actually, the cadres 
at Tan Lap Camp have· been quite successful at their work, especially the young 
cadres, who have never received any formal training in pedagogy. They succeed 
in directing many ruthless and depraved individuals who have committed numerous 
crimes against society. These comrades watch over the inmates and supervise 
their work: over 500 hectares are planted to improve the inmates' living con­
ditions at the camp. They are also educators responsible for reforming the 
inmates so that they can become honest people, go back to their families, and 
resume their place in :society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been rehabilitated and released from the camp 
thanks to the effort.s of all the cadres at Tan Lap. These cadres are the 
workers with hands of gold. They also have hearts of gold. Many families will 
be for ever grateful to these comrades. This is the answer to the question 
whether or not we can succeed in reforming people who have committed crimes. 
How about the methods of reeducation? 

. •·· The answer is given by Lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen. Although still young, 
he has been working at Tan Lap Camp for 17 years. He was successively an 
intelligence agent, an instructor, a production leader, and now chief of the 
=educational group at Tan Lap Camp. Aware of the difficulty in reforming the 
inmates, he has been observing them closely and has gained valuable expe­
rience. He said: 

--The essential thing is that we have to be fully aware of our responsi­
bility and believe in the inmates' capability to redeem themselves. We say 
to each other: the inmates are "spoiled" but not "lost." 

Vu Xuan emphasized humanity and love. He said: 

--These ruthless individuals, who were used to tough street life and 
robbing people at the point of a knife, can only be reached through their 
hearts. After many discussions, the cadres at Tan Lap came to the conclusion 
that to use physical punishment would not help to bring the offenders back 
to their senses and would only prove to be a totally ineffective method of 
reform. 
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A very effective educational method is to set an example. For those in 
a correctional camp, it is even more important- to give them a concrete ex­
ample to follow. And the ones who have to set a good example are the correc~ 
tional officers themselves. They have to set the example in their actions, 
their behavior, and their work. Above all, they have to be honest and un­
corrupted. Honesty is the basis for their future success in reforming the 
inmates. 

Many people ·have tried unsuccessfully to bribe the cadres. To give a 
well-known example, one inmate named Nguyen Due Lam had secretly kept with him 

. a gold watch,- in. -violation of camp rules that forbid inmates to have on them 
money, watches, gold rings, etc. Lam confessed that he had tried, during the 
whole year, to "buy" a cadre with this gold watch. However, all the cadres 
are kind but also very strict; they are accustomed.to a frugal life and are 
not tempted by other people's worldly possessions. Finally, Lam had to hand 
in his watch to be sent back to his family. 

How is the concept of reeducation through work applied at Tan Lap Camp? 
The inmates are reeducated by laboring in the fields, planting vegetables, 
making bricks, serving as construction workers, blacksmiths, carpenters ... 
They gradually become accustomed to working, and this is the first step in 
the right direction. They will realize the value of work, the inhumanity of 
robbing their fellowmen. Many inmates who have been released are making a 
living from the trades that they learned in the camp. 

The inmates'· families as well as the local authorities are also called 
upon to support the efforts to reform inmates. The Bureau in charge of 
prison campsunder the Interior Department has provided Tan Lap with two movie 
projectors, and the inmates can see two movies a month. The camp is also 
equipped with many television sets and a 10-kilometer-long radio wire, with 
a small speaker for each room. The inmates are supplied with enough books, 
newspapers, and magazines. We said: 

--We have not met all the inmates' needs, but we have done our best to 
carry out the humanitarian goals of our Party and Country. 

#-·· 

In our discussions with the authorities at Tan Lap Camp, one comrade in 
our group said: 

--We are very touched by your efforts. As one inmate said while being 
released to Vu Xuan Nguyen, chief of the educational board at the camp: 
"After serving our time here, we go back home to our families, but the cadres 
are the ones who stay here for ever ... " 

There are still many issues that need attention. What are these issues? 
·First of all, reforming the offenders is an extremely difficult task. The 
police are entrusted with this task. But to carry it out, they need the 
full support of many other departments and organizations: youth, schools, 
public health, unions, culture, sports ... 

Work·training plays an important part in education. Most of the in­
mates here come· from the city. Therefore, we need to set up in each camp 
a vocational school with instructors to teach them a trade so that they can 
easily find a job when they get out. When the offenders have served their 
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sentence and are released, their only desire_ is to get a job allowing them 
to continue improving themselves and not to 1re treated with prejudice or 
rejected. 

The correctional camps have a very important role to play in our society. 
We have to support the efforts made by the comrades in these camps so that 
they can carry out their difficult task. We have to give our love to these 
young people who are "spoiled" but not "lost" and help them become honest 
citizens. 

Tho.se are ·the things we want to say to the dedicated cadres, as well as 
to the people in the camps who are trying to reform themselves for a new · 
and better life. 

Picture: Mai Nam 
Inmates are learning how to sew 
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. ·. . ,·.: ". ·. ... A NH sinh 'ra _vll'l6-n lenq giAo d1,1c mOt <161 tt.iqng .mil 
. · mQt lllng ven sOng vai anh- thl'll Ill xa 1~. Ho Ill 
. n"oql thilnh Hll· NQi. nhung ngu&i mAc nhii!u l;im 
. Thuo nho·.anh ,rAt 1ne 101 do cuQc sOng quen ;_hu~mll 
aoc truyen, nhilt ·Ill . truyen th1,1 mil khOng chiu lao dOne. 

·· tlnh· bllo NhUng chi~n·· coog Phlln dOng hO 14 ngual song 
• · : thiim l(lng· cuii ni:ual · chi~n o thanh ph6, h9 tung eay ro 

. sl.an ninh.<ll'l. cqon· hUt anh... beo chuyen phih toltl cho 

. Anh. ma uac s~u nay cunt nhune nguoi luang thl¢n. 
. . tro, thilnh mOt chi~n sl. on Trilch nhiCm cua onh Ia gltio. 

· : ninh lllm lihung cOng vlec am d1,1c110 trq thilnh ngual luang 
, thArri nhung ally Mp dAn. Bat thi~n. cone vl¢c 1\y _<161 v&l· 
1 v~y sau. khl hoc h~t plia thOng ' onh th~,rc Ill ntng d, ·mOt' 

· anh xln vao ·nganh cone on ph lin do anh cOn. tr~· tu!ll,·. it.'~ 
·.vor hy von& tht,rc hlen uac kinh. nghiem. m(lt kh6c ba 
· rna anh. vAn. hAng. Om llp,. muai ·. tr~i vten cua· dOt."anh .· 

• · Nhung olll ~ani th.ay; sau khl qulin ly khOng 'it ngu~l aa .' 
. lloc a Truanc dnh· sat ra, tung .• nr.i tl~mc mOl thai ».a 
· onh· Quqc phan cOng vi! nhOn Cdt Hll NOI. CO nhllnc ICio 
: cOng tal' a mOl PhOng· bAo ve aoh tu~nc nhu bll\ · h,rc· truoci 

·: phbog ch6y, c:haa :cb6y. Anh : nhllng kil khOng. chlil hOi cAl • 
. con dan.c be) ng& vol cOng · .·Nhung·anh dA'kien trl gO,p ro 

vi¢c m<rl m~ lly fhl thOng . 110'1 tot tlnh ·,dm dA ·ncuOI 
7-lg76 Cuqc BO cUI!u dOng ve IQnh 1ron1 lOng ·ho, ·'glup ho 
troi !I'IIn. L(lp. Bon. b~ co tro lei val cuOc sOng luang 
ngual noi Quo val onh ; • Blly thien. Trone aQi co Cliu Xull.n·· 
gia thl c(lu co ateu lci¢n ae . ··Tile lb mOJ thanh nien mai 
thvc I) len ua~ ma, cOng vi¢c: lan:. Tile can· tOI ·trOm c6p 

•. a trol hlln cilng ly ky 'hllp • nhieu JAn. Quqc dua Jen troi. 
· . ..; . llt'ln vl a dlly t(lp trung· nhicu .. 'l. Tile ·sq. tir viec cuOc alit a~n 

toy c yeng hl)ng huo hlin •.. JAm c6 rou. KllOng chju Quqc 
1\nh khOng tjn llh&l,ll'· &:ilnll'. ·-~~-nhlinll' Jcho .khlln vo.alnh h01.11, 
hilo hire. ·NMn quyct G!nh, .·Tile dll nhieu liln ban val · 
onh khotic ba 10 len tr~;~l ngoy, : Cua'bg tim cilch tr6n trol. 
cung chl\ng kip gh~ qua nha. Biet duqc y Oinh a6 ci•n 

. _Qua thOt. cOng viCe a lrQI. Tllc, anh dil nhiau Inn khuyc:!n · 
llU}' m6-i me 1111 cuon hut anh. Tile yen tllm col 'too. Nhung 
Tir · nho onh song a nOng Tll.: m~oon co khOng nh(ln, cho 
th6n, tubi, tha anh . dn li~n · Oi!n m~t hOm r11 dling tum .. 
vbi" cal lilng que nh6 be ven Tile dil .Jqi d1,1ng chO r$m r~;~p 
sOng, onh .IJ c6 dip i-a. _th.llnh , . a~ I lin tr6n •. Do tinh lhfm 
pho, onh khOnt: tiep..xuc . vai clinh .giac .cao, n~n khi· vun 
cui)c $6ng on llo a thllnh~ph6 .thiiy milt hut b6ng Tllc, onh 
b~~ 'lu. V~y mil bl\y ~;io tsnh db phllt hiCn vll. truy tim 
\>ht>\ c() \rhch. ~h\~JI\· .• 'Iuim I)• \.>1\n~ du,..c. Nhun~: khCin&: vi 

the· mil onh thllnh ·. kh~n vat' 
TAc. Trlll 11)1 anh cilng g11n 
gui ~lrn hicu them hoAn cilnh 
gio Olnh cut~ T6c. 

. (X em tiip trang J) 

. Anh dual I Bu~i llnh nO{!t 
viln h6a cua ctic chien ri 

. cong an trf!i ctli lf!O Tan· 

.1:6p. . . 
Anh :·MAl NAM 
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gura ann . vi Tile khong c:On . la 
lahoang each xa vtri niia. · Tac 

.dli chiu. nghe theo lbi anh va <Si 
b6 hln y djnb til!p tvc tr6n tr,i. 
Cilng tir lf6. Tac co nhi~u bl~n 
ohuy~n t6t vA dl. ·trb thanh mot 

. tr(ll vl~n kha trong dol, 

Cung c6 khl anh g~p nhfrog 
truang hQ'P th~t kho xu nhung 
anh xu l:Y kheo l~ nhu truan& hvp 
Phl\n Van Thin. Thln.cung can toi 
t~ dp. Vao tr(ll Thin khOng 
chju di t~o. dk bl~t Thin r't 
1uai lno dqng ·l(ll r~t thii do~n. 
Nhl~u h6m vira xu6ng ruqng Thin 
dli keu dau b\lng. Anh phAI glal 
quy~t cho Thin · nghl t(li ch6. 
Nhung anh col nhu khong bl~t · 
·Thin 6m vtr. nnh ~n dn hoi t.hlm 

. b~nh tl nh. roi ThIn co. c~n thu6c: 

gi khOng. Va Rhii!u ·lin. nhAc nhb 
Thin tMy ro trach nhi~m eua 
minh. Thin mu&t c:il t(lo t6t. mu6ri 
ch6ng dwc trb vl!. vbi gia dlnh 
thl phai tlch ct,rc. lao ~Ong. Tt,lln 

. thb can ~ kb6ng xa lanh' mlnh,.. 
lai con d~n hoi han khuyen nhu 
ri~· dln dlln . tlch ct,re lao dOng .. 

. Co bi~t bao chuy~n tuang tt,r nh\r 
th6 di xay ra. b dQi anh quan l'i •. 
nhirng chuy~n e1,1 th~ f.y 4a g6p 
thml v!o "klnb nghl~m · giao d1,1c 
nhirng ~~. lllm llll. · 

&I thl gla tlinh sAn sang ghip da. 
Anh ki~ quy~ tir ch6i va nhAc 
nhb t~ vien kh6ng ctuvc d~ gia 
dlnh lam vi~c c16. Chinh tir nhirng 
hanh tlOng thAng. thAn ~y ma tr~d 
vien trong dol· cAng qu¥ ph~c anh 
han. 

Nbli!u tr~ vlen trong c101 anh 
quan }j do cal \(lO t6t. du(1C trb 

·vi! vbi gia 4\nh 4i 'via thu thAm 
hlli. cam an anh. Anh tAm 1\f: 

· •HQ lA nh\ing ngual 1lm 161, nbung 
kh6ng vi tOi 16i c\aa hQ ma xa lanh 
thia ghet hq. Ngwe l\li phli gln 
gill dOng vitn hQ. Mu6n c:im boa, 
thuy~t phvc hQ khong c6 bl quy~t. 
nao khlic ngoai tlnh thuahg.. Phii 
thuang yeu glln gui hQ, giup hQ 
\•U(1t qua dU(1C nhiing m~c cam 

Khi c6 · gia. dlnh tr,i vien cua · tOI 161 d~ trb thBn.h ngual luang 
dOi an~ len . thlm ngutrl . th~n. · · thi~n .. t».. · , . . · 
anh 14P gb trao dai ban vbi gia Nh\rng ai b tr(li nAy <Si va c:bng 
dlnh dOng :vl~n ngubi thAn yen du(1c anh giao dl.lc hAn khong th~ 
Um .. cal t(lo. Cung cbn gia dlnh · quen anh ~ Nguy~n Trung Thanh, 
c6 vl~c lAm chua t6t. ChAng h,n . can b6 quin giao phin tr(ll K5 trfl 
m~ cua Nguyb Vlln Culrng len · Tiln T.~n. 
thllm con, tlii ttm each &4P rleng 
anh t4ng ,qua• vA ycu du anh cln Chu· Tiui:v Hoa. 
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Trong ngby hOm rioy~ th~ 
lb lOI nr.. gOp onh to hoi ll\n. 
Liln allu,luc alln~t chi Nguyen. 
dn bO phv tr6ch hoc tOp 
cua trol, <Jua chunt: tOI <Ji 
thnm khu s1\n xuftt ci•o trol 
vil'n.LA tO truan~t tO son xu4t 

. (II\ mOe. 00 r~n. anh to, Dilo 
Tuiln Dimg, troi vlen. gio 
dlnh a ae Lo TMnh, ~h~i 
lhih VOoi chitnJI tOJ nhiing 
aitn phAm cuo tO anh. D6 Ill 
nlning con doo, nhiing lual 
licm <JuQ'c dung cho trol vJen 
Ibm ·ruQng. Vi1 JOn thli hal, 

,OT:.: .QUANG ·-.Btrl SAl lAM 
: · .:hlnh h\. gia oi1y, onh dang· 
· Oll:\1 lnrc7c mOt tOi. 

· Dpy Ill mOt thanh.nien hal 
mual t6m tubl, dll mQt vv 
hnl con, bl ·bAt mAy Jon. va 

.liin cu61 c~ng Ill tronc mOL 
:truang. hqp buon· bAn hang 
gion l$n; 

CuOc dal hu .hUng cite onh 
b4t dlu .tl). nam muai lam 
tuOJ,. khl dl sa 16n a Thanh 
Oai, Hil Tly; hi. nhiing ndy. 
tr6n hoc dl d6nh dilo an lien. 
D~ng tlh, fti~OY hi tAm bi! •. 
<Jil lhilnh ma h,rc CJOI val 

· DOng. ·DOng n61 dOl bO. xin 
tl~n.Mot nh6m b11n b~ xllu ~tAn 
vc71 Dilng nhu hlnh vc7i' b6ng. 
HC!t sAt phot nhau,lol ki!onhnu 
!Ill vbo hbng qu6n. MOt c:Mn 
ntrc7c, mOL dli!u thuOc, mOt 
clli keo ... diin dAn aa 'tra 
thilnh nh·u cAu, r110t'th6i Quen 
khOng th! thil!u vii nhfrng 
nhu ciiu rilly m61 ng~y m6i 
phirc top han: 06ng, phai 
mOt t6ch ell phe: hut, phili 
mOt <Jib · thuOc dl1u Joe, roi 

.' ~Ot chll!c b6nh ngot d4t uen, 
ri)l lol c6n nhong keu cot c:u• ' 

thai trang ••• Tien, ·u~n. hie 
nilo DOne cilng cAn lll!n. 

Sou llln bi t;;~m glam a quon·· 
cOng -nn Dong Da (hie . bily' 
gia con goi Ia khu cOng ·an) 
mOt tuiin, Dung ·ll}i cl10g mOt 
luu m11nh kh6c Ill S11n. aanh 
cap mOtvi tl~n .u·en tiludi¢n ... 

Ba nam· cai toe. lr tr~i T.K. 
(Iii phAn nilo \hire tinh Oong. 
Trc1 ve, anh xin vilo 11\m.hQ'p 
!.long cho xuang phian truy~n 
rlii 11,1 hoc Truc7nc cOng nhAn · 
kf thu(lt ::6 4. Ro tru6-ng, 
val Chung chi thQ' b(IC hal, 
DOng di lam tr·on.: sdn bay 
Bl)ch Mai. Thai elan nily, 
nnh Jlly vQ', sinh con. cuo.: 
song tom bn. Nhun( rlll dOng 
li~n. IOI vAn Ill dOng tian, 
k~o onh ro kh6i c:uOc sOng 
~'Cn bn · '(16; Liin nAy. lchOng 
c:Jiinh aao mil lA •dnnh ••• qua•. 
Iii phe phAy OOng hb, thu6c: 
IIi ngool ... DOng Ia cA a chQ' 
Ci6m, a khu ga, li!n lot mua 
ai b6n lol. Dung xu6ng' chQ' · 
Trai, DOng len Dong XuAn va 
than thli!t vlfi .nhiing ten 
cung •hOI• nhu ten .TuAn, ten 

C11anc. C6 · U~n. loi an uc1n.c, 
l~i mua 1Am. CAnt ti~u uan 
''' clnl them khAt <JOn1·tl~n. 
DOng tii\n va mol khAt khao 
huang Joe d!"kto nhllnl con 

: thieu thAn nay Gl k li!m, di 
l.uns bAnt dUQ'C du rnoi lhli · 

·. hirnll glen l(lu ... 
· .. - ... Thua . con·· bO, tO I bl · 

.. bAt ngay 1-8-1!)80 luc: dane 
· giAn~: co mua bon a rlliu ph6 

332 giin go Hang Co mOt s6 
.lip xe <lop va dUQ'C t\\1) \rung 
len1'csay tl) ncliy 17-9-l!ISO ... 
. Anh ta k~ vlrl chiang tOI 

·:cul)c s6ng a ·~ol,k~ v~ nhlin~ 
n~uc71 dn bO qulin giAo · Oii 
kiCn trl han, hoi· nam nay 
gi'ilp anh tra · v! var cu'Oc: 
s6oc lao dOns : 
-.~.Nhllnl ngoy thlipc <Jilu, 

· tOI c4m thAy bl xa thil dO. bl 
bdt buOc lao ·a one Ill <JAy Goa. 
TOicllm giOnlAt d moi ngu6-i. 
Nhung ·raJ mtay· ·mOt ngAy 
hat, bAng th61 dO ki~n quyet, 

.. h='ng · nhiinl Jc71 doy U.'\u, 
· khuyen ohU chAn tinh, bAng 

ngoy · cuOC s6ng thanh dom 
nhu11g trong sAng :va vul tuai 
coo mlnh, c6c can bO quan 
giilo dl glCIP tOI . thily dUQ'C: 
sllu silc: nhil'n& Clii!u·truac dOy 
tOI chua h& nehl lttl ... TOi ciA 

· t(lp duvc: th6l quen yeu lao 

,· 
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Ula.USl: .lOLBA~ GtD~/JP'IYtll A-:'Il·llf/ /!Sfl' 
TC HU!&JCS I IIA ~ASii~GT6N.tC/~DAH~V0-P~/I 
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~UHQBCA I QSCIHCPAC ~ONOLULO RT//J2/J2J3/J~/J~S// 
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~, 

CERGI: 
A PP'RV: 
DRFTD: 

.u~ : 
DISTR: 

OP.r. IN: 

... 

Tft."RJ;A1 TO RO-AHG tiiN SCN P'RCYINCt. C,.MP .. VJNR PU: TAN 
~ . lAP.~AS SUBORIIRATt 10 THf ~INlSTRl or· INTERNAL ~FFAIRS 

·. ( E. 0 N C I 1 U ) • T R I C A~ P P 0 'B C I N UM '!I lt VA S.. N 0 'l P t c:1. L lID • 
'• · .. :· 1'1' 

·""\ '(.. ·soURC!"'IIAS IN~ GROUP Ol' P'RISONIRS :. 1 
, . TR·U,S'fli!R:ft fROM HOANG LIT.N SON TO CAr.P. VINB PBti:·,· T.H 

LA~ It\ .VINB ?HU PROVINCE. '!'R~ GROUP YAS. TP.AN~':'t~P.E~ 3'! 
tAO 0P/17/E7 ~ BAll I~ ClOSED RAlLVAl CARS. RI-FtUCATION CAMP.~1NH 
DAO:Vt!LLI~ J PR~, T~N LAP vAs tocATir IN 'o~EstiD·~IrLANt~ t~RR~I~ 
0 A 0 : R B 1 if !H 1i : R L P. N U· 5 :"', C 0 1\ T A I N S • ( 'f I 1 L t C Cr. I" IN T : . US 1 H G MAP S H n:f' N f 
DAO:NCNI .~ . ~8~11 SrRirS 15el, 1:2ee.e~0. SOURCl TlNTATlifLt: 
CRRON tAOf A~JI ·~ tc'C,J.'IID TB:E :AMP IN At\ AP.!.~ NORTH Of VIti Tlii FBOVINCt 
tCM2 TCVN, EAST Oi 'lBl !HViB CtJ.lRY (SONG LO)· AS S~O\Itf Otl .. 
POt SA tATT/TLC ~ THE ~AF, ACRO-S A Rlil~ ~ARKID ON TRI ~AP AS SCHC OAT 
JC~C , - . AND ~C~TS IAST Cl AN LAP VlLLAGl //GlOCOORD 21~2H 
OCR ~ . le5~~i(UTM COOBC ~J57E~//. Bl ATTIMPTJD TO SXI~~B TE! 

~ . ~CUli (IHct· l), lCR~ARttD SIPARATitl TC ~IA/VO-PY, BUT 
: ~E~AM£ CONfUSrD·waiN'A1T!~PTING TO·ASSOCIATI DIS~ . 
. RIC'CLllCTIONS' \'U·H TBI f"AP. lll CCUU~ t\OT tJ.TIRMI~~ '!'HI 

.~ : IlAC'l'lOCATICN'OF TBI CAMP OR TRU!'DIRICtiO~ OP !~AV!L 
: TO .~I A CB TBE CArP) . SOURCf RICA 1 liD. T!A 1ILI NG ·i: 

SICTION 01 OJ 23 !AH~XC1 TR/IP~I 3€2E? SOUTB~·STOTC~TBUONG RAILVAT STATIOK.//GEOCOOH~ 21etN 
H~~:f 11//. .. . .~.:: 

'lflS IS A STCNY BIACB i!POaT 

5!~IAL: 'IJR e 224 2381 er, 
CCUJ\TRI: VltTNAM {YM) 
SUEJ: !1TB ':E,.'f24 :efRl="ill-=IDUCl"TTaw."ClrP~·,nr~·-·:.-~.~·· ~ 

· ruo .. ...:tAN.'.lAP .. - :P:.k ""';:;;; ;..,,;, i ;g. -a··· .. ~· ... ,.i 

~CURCI: • A 4-?-"!tAll Ot~ f 
VIf.l);AI"!S:E RIFUGTI-A"NrTOBMIP. SOUTH'fl!TNA~ISF G1N \ ;·; 
Hl.ilCNAL A~S!~BLlMAH. ~CUP.Ct SPT.HT T!N'TtARS IN 
$£-EDUCATION CA~PS I~ SOUTH ~ND NORTH' VIETNAM. 3IS I 
Hll.AElllT! BAS NCT :EllH :tSTABLlSBID. - I .. 

. . ~-- I : 
\ 

l ·. 

-------- ----------------------------------------- i _ .. · 

S 0 :"I" Hn : . . T H I S IS A S T 0 H T 'B I A C B . ·a 1 P 0 E T • T R I S 
&iPCaT PROVIIIS JNfO~MATICN CON~ti~ING RI-tiUCATION 

~p VlNB PHU. TAN LAP, VlNB PBU ~R011HC!. NVN. NO 
.iRICANS WI~! C!SIRl!I !I SCURCI tU!IHG TBJ PIRIOD Bf 

~AS Silt AT TB! CAMP. 

,;.-.. 

.~ 

., ... 
:!. . . PRlSCN!BS ~tnt TA1'EN O!f Tf!''TR.Ufo! OPTSI!lF 

"', Cf'.Vl!! TRI 1/ClOCOORC: 2118N 105S2I/r1INB PBU P\,CVlNCt 
'IC~~. THEl \IRl. 1BtN'tAli~ !T FiltHY POAT UP (NOIIR 
i&ST) A'RIVER (!IILD COMMtN!: REF!RRII TC !T SCttP;C! A~ 

"'. . ~ SO'NG I:UC ~C~. t\O'I IOO t\I CN MAP OR IN GAZ!'f~!R). >TBE 
. FR!-SCN!RS. \'ERI Ft1T ASHCR! AND t'!AHCP.TI OVlRI.AND .;::. 
. APl'BC4IHATftl ? KILO~f'!ERS TO TBf. TAN lAP CAMP •. :: 
. SOU·~CiS 'ttiii YAS ALLC~ID TO flSIT 81M AT TRI TAN.~:'tAP . 
. CAHJ Ih.DtCf~BI~ 1979. AS! SOUTBIRNIR SEI WAS ALSO 
ONf~MillA~ ~ITH 1BI A~IA, ~UT TOL! SCURCt TBAT Sf! ~An 

. 'ISk'YilliD BY" TRAIN IaOr. HANOI t0.1IET .TRI, '!P.It: ~j)JiTF. 
·ap i RIV!E TO A JIRRl lANDING. !ICM TBI lANDlNG~$H[ 
:~At~ID SiVIRAL tiLOMIT!RS PASSING NtA~ TRI YILt!~! Of 
: Ah 1AF /ICIOCCCRt 2li2k le5~4I/UTM COORD.~J 5?€~~/ P~ 
·1BE~'iAY. TC TAN lAP CAMF. (VIELr. CCMM'FHT: SOTJRC~·~AS 
. t\OT.:,!AI"':ILIAR lii1H'TRI GEOGRAPHIC RIJIRlHCIS"'IAM ~C 

MCUNTAIN OR £AU TRU VIllAGI. SIS B!FIR!HCT TO A ~rSRY 
lAN~I~C AT -EIN NGOC. AS SHCVH ON SOURC! StiTCH E~CL 1 
CCOl! ~CT BE RECCNCilli C~ THF. MAP). SOOBCT'S Y)!r RA~ 

~g;r a!;~iR~~I T~R!~ !;~~!~i~-:B:H~A~~A~AiT t~~~T~iw~N 
,,,· 
~ .... 

f 
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·.;;;;.:;:-!.SCI" SOr-CAr.P .n. CA~P l, HCANG LJIN SCI\ 
: : .. ;Yit;;::r 11'1tOCOClii: 22eeH U42eT//, TO Rl-'EIUCATICN 
·~.~.:-·.:· VINB PBU, 'IAN LAF, VIHB PI!O PRO'VINCI //t;rOCOO~D 
~12e11 le525tl,/, NORTH VliTNAr.. ~'F 'iAS I!!LD J.T 
5UE-CArP5 Kl ANt l~, 'IA~ tAF CA~P UNTlL'JUNl l9BP..VH~H 
91 ~AS TRANS!IRRID'TO ~f-!DDC!TION CAMP 'I~A~a PBO~G. 
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~ S~F?.tY S!:T!ON, ~HC ~~~PF. IN ~HARCr Cf ~ SA~ MILL 
CF:3At!D :y T~I CAMP. CADRF [NCLUtit: (!Ott ~AM!S 
tiN!NC'iN) ·~UC::I TIIUT, :.H1f !.BDtll, ABOUT 50, FROM NGHC: 
~r;;e ?:!OVt:;c!, ,'lfHi 0:.\P't'A£~! (TUO!ir. UY} 1{n0NG, Dl'PUTY 
~.\~'F t!.UFP. .'.NC n SOE-C.H~P liAC!R, ABOUT 4~; .PS!t', 
~AH~ U~~SC~N. ~Si!f CF ~rc~RITT SICTION (Rl~SSI~NE~ 
!;c~ :c.~:.G SI!N SON CA;-'P 1). 

.. ~.\lrt 'C'!IVITI:O::S INCLTitt! PLANTING, .,Nti":At 
:OSc~~C::n. SANu CLBP.O:O, FORAGING DTAt FALl TIMl!!R. 
~!Ci ~III!~G ANC OTMlE l!SlS. P~ISON~~ LABOR ~CP~ED 
;~Or z~a3-tla~. ~CC~ ES!Al FRO~ 1100-1~00, ~ORl r~~~ 
~~e2-ilez. ~VENING !C1IVITIIS CONSISTlt OT EDUCATION 
Jh~ l)[QCT~I~ATIOH SiSSICHS, YIT9 LIGHtS QDT AT ~120. 
FF.ISCXiP.S \t~£ ALLCifi TC C!SrRV~ SIVt~AL KOtitAIS 
lHIUI:U.G 'tfSTI2H H[~ U:AR 1 JANUA fil' ,' t'ET.;.LDNAR N[V 
HAR, 1 !'!Y ~.NO 2 SEPT~MBr.~. SUNrAY "AS USUALLY A 
~C2YAI ~OR~ DAT OR OTB!~ ACT11ITIIS'~!Rt CONDUCTED. IT 
V•~ hC1 ! [!! CI 3!St. 

NO !C~f~~~ ntLJC1TIONS VISITIP. fRE 
U!-CA~PS.~B!RF SODRCE VAS 8!LD CORING TBI PIRIOC B! 
!S 1~1~!. 9I CISIRVtt NO Ar.tRICA~S (CF ANT RACI), OR 
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· 4. . P~lSO~ CAMP OR~A~IZATION: !AN tAF CA~P YAS 
tiVIDir [NTO 5!VIN SUE-CA~~S. HUM~IRfi ll THROUGH~!?. 

: E!CH 'SU'2-CAMP '•'A S '!'9liH TO T!N ll ILC~J:'U9S .\,ART. ~~.CR 
: ~, Cit, 5UE-CAC''.? 'to'AS CIVIDED INTO '"tot" .AH[ "'Io" (GR.QUPS 
: ANC UNITS/'!'EA:-1~). £..\t:li SUll-r.A~P 'fiAS r.tVTtir INTO ·'t~O 
. A ii E A ~L .~ r; 0 N FI N f :1 £ N 'L' H £ A A N 1) .\ f!! A D 0 U A R T I R S I C A 0 R {: . 
: A 1i :. A : . 1' H E C 0 N F1 N ~ !'1 f ~ T ~ R E A ~ A S S U R R 0 U N D I D Pl ! A R !.I D • 
; 'iiRE :'AND '.iOOrEN F'ENCIN'}, AND CONT.U~UI SHALL ?RISO'fli:ER 
: = .~ !l R A ·c .s s • ... cooK - H o u C) t • A ·• c u ~ r c.. " H o A R r. o .a. :a n I 'ii 1' I o N 
1 BCUSl'. lRI .. CLUdC .. \'AS STHFIC Pl A fORMtF. SOUTH-:. 
: YIETN~~!S£ ~1!ICAL SFECJALIST, ~AO ?IV MIDtCINIS k"n 
: F P. C V l·t I 11 C. IT T l ! C A R 'F tl Y 0 H 0 ii R S T AI D • TB t 

· i. ~EHABlLITAT ION ROU~[- WAS ~R'£~[ ~!ISONJiJ;S ·tOO ItLtCR· 
I wEAK 'to 'li()RIC 'ri!RE HEtC. UNTIL T!l!'! tiT91R liiCOVE9!It;, _ 
; SUFFlCHNTIY TO ro L\fCP., OR DIID. CA~P OTIIC!S·. CADRE 

<;UAR'Il:FS •. ANt !GIHCUL1U~AL ANr.· ?P.ODUCt.ION· A!i~AS .. ~··:· 
( V F G I) 1: .E L '£ S , ? 0 U I 'I R l f A R ~ , PIG F A R r. , ! 1 S B PC N C , S A·.'i. 
KILL A~r ! ~EtDINa/ELACKSr.ITH SHOP ~1R' LOCATFD CUtSIDI 
'I!IE ~~!SONER CONfiNH'HhT AeEA. (IIIJ.D COMMfNT:THl$; 
tiSCii'IFTIOtoi 'l'iAS ATTRIEUTlD TO !5, Vl'IR !tl SIT up·y·N; ~-
~IMILAF IF NC~ Iff.NTICAL ~ANHEP.. SOORC! ASSUMED Ofg!R 
SU'E-C~rPS ·~ERE SI:"HLA6). ::.: . ;. 

~. . TH i OVER Att PRISON rP.· PCPUtATION· or TA N;:·J,AP' 
CA~P COMPL!I JAS iSTIPATrD 10 B!V! aiiH A!OUT ~000f, 
tiSTRllUTtt AMONG SUf-CAMPS'll~. ~2~ l~; 14~ K5~. l~')ND~ 
&?. P~ISONERS INCtUt[[ !· MAJO~ITY OT JORMfP. !OOT~~ 

,YtETNA·r:ESI. ~lLI'I.a.!H, CIVILIAN OfiiCIALS. PO.LICT Atil; 
CAT8GIIC, .EUIIHIST. ANt PROTESTANT MIIIT!RT C~!PtAIHS~ 
·IP.EH';'!A~ ALSC A LA~G'E NUMP.U OF r.C~f'!ON· CIVIL. CRIMi'NALS:. 
fRO~ ?EE ~OPTS. SUB-CAMFS ll TH~OUGH 15 Hilt PBISQHFRS . 
FR·:r. t·BE SCUTH .~SSCC IA'l!t YITB. Tar- Ctn RVN· GOV'EINt'!NT· r 
AS •Htl AS. CRIMINAL ~5ISCt\£8S. FROM'TB£ NOR!.P. •. TC.Ut~!trt: 
CFzE~CIRS UNtiR TBI AGI OF 1e WERE !IS0"8[tt:-tt:·K5:.t 
!UE-CA~P ~~ Bttr ~CRMIR SCU1H Vt!TN!Mr!~ SP!CIAt fO~CtS 

2/:! 

r ~ I 

.. ,N: 

F~ISOPURS CAPi'Dn'FD Bli'CR[· 19?5 W80· BAt· ALSO· EF.I~·--·~- · ---- · ·-- · · ·­
T!UNS~!RRr!l FROM CAMfS It: HOANG LIIN· SCtrFRCVU~Cr •. :·.,.!..T. 
3!LD ~CR't9.ERN CRIMINAL P'P.ISCNIBS-CONYtCTI~C'!"t4INO~· 
CBit'f~·- · ·: ..• 
6. ?'ROM I IHNT- S CUTH.' VI r'INU~ESF PR lSCNIRs· ·.':· 
I KC!OD!D: DDO NG 9 I !D ~G RIA~ CO LON It • fO!Utili VI NB" tONG. 
ffiCVII{CE CP.ll!i NGUTIH-VAH·'tRANG, COLC!'tl, FORHtR--,.\.,.. · 
tiRICK'!l O'F MILI1AfiY' SICURITT S£RVICt;· FATHtR THINS:. 
COLCKtl·. DIRiCTC?.' CF CATHOLIC CBAPtAINSi. TRANP.' tONG.'; 
IIEUTi~ANT CCLOKII. IIEICTC~ Cl BUitBIST'CP.APLAINSiftoN 
THAT LUAN, COtONIL, fOf~tR ~RI!f OJ J7 (PHON:· !AT) iTN · 
!HME& 'lOflCIS; TRAN VAN ~UA,. NATIONAL ASSIMBLYMAN~. ~ 

:, .. 
I 7. . . . t:!CF.r: !R!11E'VERf. ABOUT 2ee·cAtBt tAca·:·AT' 
l SUB-C!·t'PS ll ANC K5·.asiRI·SCORCE.'VAS-BILD·:. BI"..\SSO~ED' 
!TSAT tl;E ORGANIZA110N CrTBI 01'8IR SUB•CAMPS'V.As·· ':.':. 
i SIMIL!B' IF NCT IttNTICAL. SU'!'-C.-.l'1t»' CADRI" [N.CtUtED. ·A'· 
. CAMP liADER SFCTICN, Al At~INISTRAttYt STCTION, AN h 
! HUCATIOH/lNtOCTRINA~tCN SECtiON, AN A1U1tt:. CAD9'£' ;·~:'! 
: SICT.IC:.~. A. l.EAR SiRVICIS SECTION'. (ti'fCBEN,. P!OVtSIO~.S). 

I 

: IIj ·1': 
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AN! C!EIR INIIVUALS CI rii!! RACI, IOROPTAN, OR. 
CAUCASIAN ~BC MIGHT HAVE Bf.tN CCN!UStr. VlTH AM!RICANS. 
.U NC 'IIr!. [U!llNG TBI PTRIOt BT ~AS RTtt· IN'TBI: c.a.MP, 
II!BI~ IN TBI CAMP OP. 0~ YC~K Df.TAILS tl! 81 P.!AR ANY 
RUi'1CliS OR. STOP.IlS CONC"fRNlNG .a.MtRICAHS IN CAPTIVITY. 
11 V I k r. flH I I! 0 R r I S S I N G !'N ACT I 0 N • .: 
te. IN AN AF?ARINT CHANa! IN VIITNAMfSI' 
COVl~~riHT POLICl 1NMA1IS ~ERt ~y··tS?S ALLOWID TO 8AVt 
JAr.lll rit'!IP.S VIS IT TBir. AT TH! CAMP. SOUJ\CT 's ,'\'IF'E 

. YAS AllO~iD 10 VISIT TBE C~MF IN DICJMti~ 1S?9, . 
; tBAVIIING fROM SOUTH VIJ1NAMi TO T~I NCRTH !T TR~IN. 
I ~B! wA~ ALLOWED TC ERII\G r.O!"VOP.T ITIMS, CLOTHING·'AND 
1 !OCt. SOURCI ATTRI'P.U'Itt THIS CRA.NGi' IN ATTITTJTt 0,7 TB~ 
I TBI VllTNAMISI AUTPORITIIS TC BTARSAT RF~AP.tiNG . 
: P~ESSORE FROM IBI UNHC~ REGARDING HUMAN RIGBTS OF~ 
: RI-IDUCATION PRISONIBS' I~ NORTH VIITIUr, ANt ALSO~· 

STCBIIS OF lNTIRIST CF PRISID!NT CARTIR iN.TBf HUMAN 
RIGH1~ ISSUE. Hl SPfCOLAT!t.TBA~ THT VIITNAMfS[ ~ 
GOViBH~IMT !ILT'18JT ~IGBT BAYf ·BAt A POSSIEILITr' CF 
tiAilt\C·WITB THI CARTTJi ADMINISTRATION IN AFFAS C'f 
fi:OTUAL I NTIRIST, iSP I CIA LLY AI t 'TO V TE'rN AM. 'fHA TlVtll 
TBI Jil!SON, BI VAS SUR! 1HA! TRr VIITNAMISI GOVIR~~FNT 
ACl!I CNLT IN ITS OWN SIL~-INTlRtST AHt RAt MADE'TB!SE 
SMALL CONCESSIONS OU1 CF RI~ARD,FROM PRFSSURf Of . 
lt\TI.IifHTIONAL OPINION RAT~ER TJ!AP4 AN! EOMANITAJIIAti. 

I c c N c I U• s 0 N . I '1' s 0 v N F A" T • . .: 
I 

; COM~IM~S: TBI~ TS TBf. TPIRD R!PORT FROM 
1 SCURCL SCU'RCI VAS COCP!RATIVE .4ND OTRt-P. THAN 
. CCNFUSICN AS 10 181 C.At:P lOCATION, CONSIST!~T DURI-NG 
: QUISTICNING. . . 
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. :VZCZCTRI • 
) ;RR RUlKJCS RU£ADi~ RU£KJC$ RUEKJCS RUH~H~A R~EAIIA 

.~~~9~~A RUEHK~ ~UEHK~ 

) 

;a 090Se9Z :1U 92 . . . 
;rM USDAO BANGKOK THIIPl-MIAI/ 

CKRJ£1 
APPR'l: 

) .TO RUL~JCS I DIA ~ASHIN~TON bCI/PV-~IA/Dl~/1. 
:INFO RUEAD~V I ~HITEHOUSE·VASa~CI/NSC DR-l~~L 

DRFlDI 
JlCICS:>N II 

DIS rR 1 
) 

·RUEKJCS I SlCDEF ~ASRDC/I:>ASD-ISAIPI-~IAI/" 
·RU~KJCS 1 JCS ~ASHDCIIJSIOJC!~Pv-Ml&/1 · . 
:RUHQi!Q.\ I USCIIICPAC ptHII\TIITII .. Dl//T?/T?'t'tiJ'JIJ'JSI/ 

. ·aulAIIA I CIA IASP.DC 
) ·~u~Q!PA I CDR JCRC Jan~&n~ r' n1 

'RU1H!L I USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
, 'RUlhHK I USDLO HONG lONG 
-' 'B'l' 

J :THIS IS ~ STONY BEACH MESSA~E 

: SlRIAL: 

) :couNrRY: 

IIR S 024 0532 90 

YUTNAI'! (V~) 

OR:INI 

~ :sUBJs IIR 6 024 0502 9ZIABSENCI OF AMERICANS IN K1 AND 
~ ;K5'TAN LAP BETW~EN APR 77 AND FEB 93 

.) 

.)4~~~ 
"') j-

\.,. ·II. 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

{~v~RCl: SOURCI IS A 
) iYilTNAM1Si REFUGEE A~D A FORr.EP. ~IA DINS PROVINCE 

~REPRES~NTATIVE lHO VAS INCARCERATED IN TAN LAP 
) iRttDUCATION CAMP FRO~ APR 1~7? UNTIL FEB 193~. S:>URCE 

:RELIABILITY HAS NOT JttN ESTABLIS~!D. 

!sUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY PEACH REPORl. If 
' ) 11PROVID~S LIMITED l~F:>RMATION:CONCBP.NINl !RE ORGANIZATIO~ 

l
AND PHYSICAL CRARACTERISTICS OF TBS TAN LAP REEDUCATION 

~ 1cAMPJPRlSON IN YINR PHU PROVINCE FROM APR 77 TO FEB 33. 
~ 1tNCLOSURE. 

' ~TilT:• 

) 

::t· 
. ~~: 

... .- ..... -------;1 
"/~:W}: 
"j~~~-

' ~· 
j 

,J} ·fi, 

D~') ~sn~i;i 
DAO s D~:>:>RE 
Da.o: :asciucE 1:-: 
Il!O:n~IU 
CHRON Da.03 At-:e 
DC'1 P:>L SA 
DUL:> JCRC EX/A 
OCR 

• •. 1 

j 

'··' 

\,. ... 

1. . . . GEOCRa.PHY. SOURCE ~AS ~NFAMILIAR ~ITH·~aE 
AHEA SURROUNDIN~ THE CAMP. THE NAMES OF THE NEAReT 
flLLAGE AND DISTRICT ~iRI NCT RECALLED. THE CA~P WAS 
SITUATED I~ A VALLET SUR~:>UNDtD Bf HIGH ~OUNTAINS IN VI~H 
FnU PROVINCE. ,THERi ~AS A SMALL RIVER WHICK RAN THP.OU~H 
TP.l MIDDLE OF fH£ Kl AND K5 SUB CA~PS. 

~. CP.~ANIZATION. TAN LAP lAS OP.:ANIZED INTO 
FIVl SUB CAMPS: K1 THROUGH ~5. Kl rHR:>U~H ~4 WERE USED 
tO UOLD NORTH VIETNA~ESE CRI~lNALS IHILE K5 HELD FOR~ER 

~~~Ir~g~At~i.c~I 1 ttt~ ~~~ic~~L~H~FF~~~E~v~v~r;1~~5NNEL'IN 
1Hl SPtCIAL DETENTION FACILITJ WHEN THET EECAME 
riSCIPLIN!~Y PROBLEMS. S:>URCE SPENr THREE ~ONTHS IN TK~ 
~1 SPECIAL DEtENTION FACILITY IN 1979. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMihiSTtRED EY THE PU~LIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) :>F TBI 
~I~l~TRY Oi INTlRIOR AND lAS CC~MAND~D BY SE~IOR CAPTAI~ 
((U~UfiN)) HUI TBUY. THERE WERE AEOUT 130 PSS PERSONNEL 
L~ARtiNC AhD ADKINISTERIN~ SUB Ca.~P K5 ~RICH WAS TH£ 
LA~GiST OF THE SU~ CA~PS. TOTAL P:>PULATION ~F Kl ~~S 
TRCr. 4~G-~00 INMATES. 

~. . . . PHYSICAL CHA~~CTE~ISTICS. VITP. THE EXC~PTION 
Df T~~ SPECIAL DETENTION FACILITY IN K1, ALL C0~:1ENfS 
H&~liN PERTAI~ TO THE K5 SUB CAMP. K5 ~AS SURROUNCED BY 
A ~.5 r.ETER 3IGH !RIC~ VALL WHICH lAS fOPPID VITB A :>~E 
~lTt~ rxriNSION OF BAR~En ~IRE SUPP:>RTEC BT STEEL POSfS. 
lNTl~ING T~I ~AIN GlTI ONE ENCOUNT£q£D A LAR~E :>PEN AREA 
'la&T CONTAIHCD A FA~ILY VISITATION HOUSE, DlSPENSARf, 
FISH POND, AND A VOLLlT Pt.LL COURT. CONliNUING BIJOND 
tHIS AR~A VER£ THREE DETENTION ENCL:>SURES EACH ISOLATED 
iRO~ THI OTHIRS BY A PRICK ~~LL. EACH ENCLOSURE 
C0NTAINED FO~~ DETE~TION ROUSiS AND A LATRINE • 
lr.MLviATELY IN~IDE THE C~~POUND TO fHE LEFT WAS ~MOTHER 
~iTthTION FNCLOSURI ~HICH CONTAINED FIV£ REGULAR 
DiTtNTION r.ousts AND ONE DISCIPLINARY HOUSE. IN THE EACK 
Oi tHE COMPOUND WIRE LOCATFD THE IN~ATE KITCHEN, FOOD 
STO~AG£ ~AREH:>USE, AND A lATER CISTERN. ~U~RD TOWERS IN 
TwO COR~ERS OVERLOOKED THE COMPOUND. ~CR:>SS THE ROAD 
FRCM fHl FRONT GATE ~ERE LOCATED THE CA~P HIAD~UARTIRS, 
At~IHISTRATIO~ OFFICES, CADRE P.OUSINC, THE PRIMARY F:>:>D 
l~D LQUIPMINT V1R£HOUSF.S, PIG STIES, AN ~RAN~E lR~VP. AND 
Tri~ CROP PRODUCTION FIELDS. BtT~IFN rnt DiftNTION 
t0MPOUND AND THE LAR~E STHEA~ WAS LOCATED THE CA~P · 
SAW~ILL AND CARPENTRY SHOP. IN 1973, SOURCE VAS TAtEM TO 

1 '1._._ 

I . 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX980 MCN = 90022/06472 TOR = 900220917 

HEADER 
R 220918Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 220911Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, _ 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC1, 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
r.nNTRnr . .s 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 03982 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0209 90 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0209 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN 
SUBCAMP K-1, TAN LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN 1977 AND 198P 

-----~-----------------
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

PAGE:0035 
"'•.f 

... 
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OOI: 770000-800000. 

SOURCE: ::J (!, 50URCE IS AN ODP 
BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 
FORMER ARVN 1LT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-1, TAN LAP 
VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7700 - 8000. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS. NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE ONLY KNEW THAT THE TAN LAP 
CAMP WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE AND THAT IT TOOK ABOUT 
THREE HOURS BY VEHICLE TO REACH THE AM TRUONG TRAIN 
STATION. 

2. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM HAD SIX SUBCAMPS 
DESIGNATED K-1 THROVGH K-6. K-6 HELD SOME FORMER RVN 
COMMANDOS (BIET KICH). ACCORDING TO CAMP RUMOR, K-1 AND 
K-2 FORMERLY HELD DEPENDENTS OF THOSE WHO COLLABORATED 
WITH THE FRENCH AND EVEN SOME FRENCH OFFICERS. THERE 
WERE MUONG, NUNG AND HMONG ETHNIC MINORITIES LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF K-2 AND K-4. THE VIETNAMESE LIVING IN 
THE VICINITY OF TAN LAP WERE PREDOMINATELY CATHOLIC. ALL 
SERIOUS MEDICAL CASES WERE SEEN AT THE DISPENSARY IN K-5. 

3. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 
SOURCE WAS EMPHATIC THAT DUE TO THE ABILITY OF THE 
INMATES TO COMMUNICATE AMONG THEMSELVES, THE FACT THAT 
THEY WERE TRANSFERRED AMONG THE SUBCAMPS, AND THE FACT 
THERE APPEARED TO BE NO "SECRET" DETENTION FACILITY 
THERE, SOURCE WAS CONFIDENT THERE WAS NO AMERICAN HELD IN 
TAN LAP WHILE HE (SOURCE) WAS THERE OR HE WOULD HAVE 
HEARD ABOUT IT. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS GENERALLY NONCOMMUNICATIVE 
AND DECLINED TO FILL OUT A QUESTIONNAIRE.. THE ABOVE 
INFORMATION IS ALL THAT RO COULD ELICIT FROM SOURCE ON 
TAN LAP. 
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DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM2 POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES-
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. ·vzczcTRI • 
) iRR Ril&~JCS RUEADwW RUEKJCS !UtKJCS RUH~H~A R~EAIIA 

J 
.~U~9b~A RUEHK~ ~UEHH~ . 

oR 0906e9Z ~A.Y 9~ . ·. 
;rM USDAO BANGKO~ TBIIP~-MIAI/ 

I . . .. __ , 
l;~:~· . :i·;c...,~: ~~. 
:\_l~ 

CKR~Et 
APPRY: 

o~l) ~5/z~i~z 
D~:>tO:"':>:>RE 

) :J.tOiltUUJCS I DIA JIIASHIN:lTON tl~I/PW-'IH/Dl~/1. 
:~iO RUEAD~~ I ~~ITEBOUSE·VASBPC//NSC DR-!C~~L 

DRFTDt 
JAC!CS:>N II 

o'o 1 :ascHRci 1 ~ 
DAOin:'!Ul 
CHRON 0'0:5 Ato:e 
DC'! P:>L H 
DUL:l JCRC EX/\ 
OCR 

) 
·RU£KJCS I SlCDEF ~ASHDCII:>ASD-ISA/PI-~IA/1' 

· •RUEKJCS I:JCS VASHDCI/J5IOJC!~PV-MlA// .· . 
:RUHQiiQ& I USCINCPAC pnwntntn'atl/t?/t?'''J3IJ35I/ 
'RUlAllA I CIA ~ASRDC 

) 'RU~Q2PA I CDR JCRC Jaa»•ft~ r1 n1 
'RUlH!L I USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 

, :RUlhHK 1 ~snt:> P.ONG lONG 
-' :B'l' 

, 1 T~i~ I~ ' ~Tr~t ~E~C~ MESSA~E 

:l 

1ll l'1, ~ I i i I ' I; . f I I 

; : r 

' 'ii .. 
j ,/.11 
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OR::INt 

• •• J 

L . .. . G£0GRHHY. SOURCE ~AS :JNF.t.i'liLUR ~ITH ·Tar 
AnlA SURROUNDING THE CAMP. THE NAM~S OF THE NEAREf 
~lLLAGl AND DISTRICT ~iRE NCT RECALLED. THE CA~P W'S 
SlTUAT£D I~ A VALL£! SUR~:lUND£D Bf HICH ~OUNTAINS IN VI~H 
PnU PROVINCE. ,THERi ~AS A SMALL RIVER WHICH RA~ THP.OU~H 
TP.L MlDDLL OF fKE Kl AND ~5 SUB CA~PS. 

Z. CR~ANIZATION, TAN LAP lAS OP.lANIZED tNT~ 
FIVl SUB CA~Ps: K1 THROUGH K5, K1 rHROU~H 14 ~ERE USED 
tO HOLD NORTH YIETN\~ESE CRI~INALS iHILE K5 HELD !OR~ER 
~ILITARY lNC CIVILIAN· OFFICIALS OF rHt RVN RE:I~E. 
JCCA~lON\LLY, ~1 hLL~ SOME OF THE F:lRM~q RVN PERSjNNEL'IN 
tHl SPtCIAL DETE~TION FACILITY WHE~ T~EI !ECAME 
tlSCIPLIN~;y PROBLlMS, S:>URCI SPENr TBR££ ~ONTHS IN THt 
~1 SPECIAL D~tENTION FACILI!f IN 1379. THE CA~P VAS 
Ar~I~ISTlRED ET THE PU~LIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) :lf THE 
MI~l~TRY 07 INTERIOR AND lAS CC~MAND~D BY SE~IOR CAPTAIN 
((NGUYiN)) HUl THUY. TH~RE VER£ AEOUT 130 PSS PERSONNEL 
LDARtiNG A~D AD~lNISTERINl SUB C'~p K5 ~HICK ~AS THE 
LAaGiST OF THE SU~ CA~PS. TOTAL POPULATION :>F K1 lAS 
TRC~ 4~0-~00 INMATES. 

3. . . . PHYSICAL CHARACTE~ISTICS. VIT~ THZ EXC~PTION 
OfT~~ SPECIAL DETE~TION FACILITY IN Kt, ALL CO~~ENTS 
~L~llN PtRTAi~ TO THE K5 SUR CAMP. K5 ~~S SURRjUNCED BY 
' 1 1 r. ~ t t t h ;1 t :t '' ~ o t r.o' w h t. 'H t c ~ 's r 'JI' r tD -. tr 11 ~ :> ~ E 

!.H'I'~T!'I'I'll'll:rr ·i·;1'i·:t'lr.~·:!lt: -l~~~~·~i~;~~l~·~.!~,~·?t·~ 
i.l ; t I ; II d .I '! I ! 'I I . I : L . ~ I ' . d I \ ; I ' 
' I :I ' I I ' 'I : f 

~! 
:~.· 
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~ ;·~ £1: 
P.!' i:lPJC!i JiUEAI'r\1' !lHiiJCS IIU.rtJCS !IUiiQ~ICA RUHIIA 
~~~CflFA RU~U~L RGJfhk 

R ·2~~~~~t SEP 9~ 
Jr LStAC UANC~OK 1~//P'r-~lA/l 
10 kU£KJCS I ~IA WASHINGtON CC//P¥-MIA/DAM// 
IN~C KUEA~V~ I lHITFHOUS£ ¥ASHDC//NSC DR. KARL 
HU~[JCS I Sirttr ~ASH~C//~AS&-lSA/FV-MIA// 
kUt~JCS I JCS WAS~tC//J5/0JCS-P~-~IA// 

CIIR~E: 
AI'P'l \': 
D!'!n'D: 

J.\CKSON/1 
!.IS TR: 

. hl~~~Cl I USCINCFAC HONOLULU ~I//J?/J2~~/J3/J~r// 
hUlliiA I CIA VASIIDC Oi<C 11\: 
r.~i!I'~P.H I r.D!! JC:kC rn,;o ., • .., , , 

UUl~~L I USrAC ~rAtA LUKTUR 
IIUlEHK I U~DLO HON~ ION, 
::~ 

STRIH: 

CCUNTI;Y: 

II~ f V-24 ~79e ~~. 

VIITNAM (VM). 

sur;,;: I IP. f. 024 1"79~ 9V./PRI SON Cli!IO'lOLO~ Y 0~ FOR~Ii.!l 
!CGTU VIYTNAMTSI COMMAN[O 

DF.fA~T~INT Of r.rFrKSI 

. i~4 ... .. ~-~-------------------------

. SOUJ:CE": f!J"{!, FORMII! SOUTtJ 
( I1~AMrSE COMMANIC CAP1l!Rft AND IMPHISO~EC I~ NOR1~ 
. ,flTNAM T50M fEP f2 UNTIL JAN 81. SOURC~ R!LIAPILitY HAS 

NC1' h[};~ l'<:•ralii.TC:HID. 

''ii 

EUMMA~t: THIS IS A STONY PEACH R!PORT. IT 
fEOVIDlS ~•n•••u D!TAlLS OF SOURer's J~PRISONMr,T IN TH~ 
JCILr~lkC fHISO~S --THANH LI!T, C/1 FVACUATION CAMP I~ 
HIU '1110, <.;UU:T til~, Xl TAN UP, QUANt; NINH, 1(4 PHO Lll, 
hA TA!, KIM ~OJ, 'I'!IA~R fHC1Nr., AN!1 T3 NCii[ Tltlll. SOU'lC~ 
rlr NOT CPSihli ANl CAUCASIAN FRJSONlRS IN TP¥Sf CAMPS. 
fiVE ~PC~G COMMANDOS VINI STILL HELD IN TJ NnH£ TINII VHE~ 
SUUHC£ ~AS ktL~AS[D ON ~7 JA~ A4. 

1 f).'! : 

1. 

j 

I 
t·· 

RACfCROUNt. RICRUITMl~T. TRAINI~C. ANr. 

·-~-~ 

./,1 

o.a.o ~0/24/9'11 
DAO:i'PY.INNF.AF. 
CAO:RL.'.!IA~1:S'1 
OAC:J~COLr 
c ;:~oN r J. o:~ J.;•. !i 
Dt:M PO!. SA 
J:T./ A DA 1'LO J C If 
ocn 

'(· 

~-

'I. 
~-
t· 

CAf!C~i. SOU~C! ~AS kiCRUITE~ OUT OF THf A~VN ~2~0 
INH:I'li:Y !:111Sii)fl ty A!lvN 1Lr HA V.~N ({~IJ.)) (IIH VJ •• N 
:~J;.), ···EC '<AS A!i~lG"'In 1'0 TIIF ·rr.i~RAI~ J:Xi'LOITATION 
:(C!IO~ 0f 1~l TJC~klCA! orfJCr (KIIAI TqACS riAJ HINHF, 
!Ill.~~ !;YX 'f!-:UAAi'J). OTIIil\.l REC!ili!Tt.ll A'f Till: $AMt: 1'1Ml: AS 
~G\.~r! i'l"f.F n.!it:HN'r:i "P.Ul VAi'N ((~.AN) (!'UIF VHN SANJ), 
fU! H·•iN !tltN (i~Uif VH"i illt:~~H), !'Ul VA\iN U1' (~UIF VAi'N 
l n ) , \ ii C ~ U 1 B N '!' U ( P. U l V A ... N T 'i ) • S 0 U ll C I , SA N , AN D U T 
A11~~llt A CNI Kt~1H BA~lC THEORY COU!SI (XAAY XUVNGJ co• 
~C~~) A~r A SIX WEEK l~TELLIGENCE ACOUISITION COURSE 
1.1.tl(;'l1' H 1L T C lA AT A SAH HOUSF. AT AN 11Niif.CALL£D 
ArH!S!i ':!-: l::AN !il'KC t:AC STHF.iT, SAICON. AN UNIHNTlfl£1: 
CA~CASIA~ UFSERV~H MONITORED SOME Oi T~£ TP.AJNIN~ 
::::~SlCt-.S. Tl!i STiJHNT! }.'fTHIDH CL.\SHS IlU:IINC T!IF. DAY, 
A~f ~t~E ALLJWiC 10 RiTURN HC~E DURIN~ THE fVENINGS. 
~cr?<cr, ~;,:-;, ANT: !IT .uso ATHNDED A nnrr MONTI! SIGNALS 
Hf COTf.S r:cu~~I T..\UCI'T BY (L~~) ((NCOC)), AND t:APTAIN 
[EA~E A~ A SAFEHOUS[ Q~ VO TA~H STREEt N~AH THE 
IN~}~S[CTION or VO TANH AND HUI CHU STREETS. SOURCr, UT, 
!!D~;. 'll, AllD $1.11 J.THSt!l' J.. OH MONTH CO:'!PR!'SSFD 
r ·'· !i ;, C il :Jl! 'i' l1;, 1 N I S C C 0 U R S i: A 1 "IAN S 0 N N !I AT .~ I R f1 fL D , 
Sl.l•.;m!. T';[ i"!Vl ~H Tf.Af", 'O,S GIHN A PP.£-LAU'lC!I 
tfE~kill FA~TY A1 161 VC TANH STRffT SAFEeOUSE. OT~F.RS 
A!:f~DI~C THE PARtY ~~Ri lLT ~lA, LT LOC (LOOCJ), AND 

. CAFTAI~ ~CO THE !(llUH)) (~~00 TH~ES LIND). T~l TEAM'S 
PISSIO~ ~AS TO I5!A~LISH EASES, ~ECR~IT PFRSCHNTL, ANP 
C:O~HI.IC'l SHCTACr O!'l!'ATIC!;S. nF. 'fEA:-1 NJ.ME 'US ~:IJJiOPA. 
!Cr~rr ~~S fUhOFA 1, 1Ef T!A~ LYAIER. SAN ~AS IU!'OPA r, 
15i t~•U!Y TEAM tiA~E~. COP~O CHIEF, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
~AkfA~l SPrCIALIST. CO~MUNICATORS UT, Hl~N AND TU ~filE 
f L' H;: ·' ~ , " , "~ r !": • 1 iH n u1 & o A H !: n A c-4 7 AT TJ. N so~~ 
N!lht fliLD A~ ~~e~ ~~3 CN ~~ FER R2, AND iAS IHS!RTED 
ll!'It;C ·~!i[ SA~! IVi)!INC INTO 'l'lli' }.IlEA OF LA~C i-UC (LANGF 
rur.J >, ·tu H ('I~il Nn >, u.r~ LAC c·rAAN LACJ) DtsorRIC1', l'OJ. 
~lhH ~~OVIH:~. SOU~CF ~AS CAPTURID ALONE FY Tllf LOCAL 
VllltC! ~ILITIA lM~lLIATFLI AFTER LANDING, SOURCf 
:V!!'~i:ARI' fRCM !liS CHT0!1:i •rtiAT Tl!i o·rHikS IN IllS ~P.OUP 
·~·''1'1 CAI'il;li(ll A'l' 1''1F. SAI"i. TIMF.. SOURer i'AS ~RA'!SHRRF.D 
A~(~~ ~~ JEEP TC THl TA~ LAC CISTRICT UEAD~UARTJRS WH[H[ 
:11 ~A:J.!~!LD ALCI\F. FO?. 1'"&'0 DAn. ON?.~ r£1! li2 PSS 
Cl!lr~?S TkAN5PORTI~ SOUHCE RY J~FP TO TIIANH Ll¥T PRISON, 
Ju.~;oJ, AF.Iii'JINC A1" l!HP. H!ni ON Tlli' SJ.ME DAY • 

::. TIIAN'' llH FRISON, HANOI, ?.3 F.i.E E:? UNTIL 
J.H~.t;!. tl'C (4. 
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CDSN = LGX932 MCN = 90022/06194 

HEADER 
R 220902Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC­
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 220857Z JAN 90 

TOR = 900220902 

FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 03974 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0210 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0210 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN SEP 77 AND FEB 82 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

K\ 
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DOl: 770900-820200. 

SOURCE: 5c;, /SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP ·FROM 7709 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE EXACT 
LOCATION OF THE REEDUCATION CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. FROM K-5 IT WAS EIGHT HOURS WALK TO 
BEN NGOC (A LANDING ON THE SONG HONG). FROM BEN NGOC IT 
WAS FOUR HOURS FURTHER TO THE AM TRUONG RAILWAY STATION. 

2. . . ORGANitATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUB-CAMPS KNOWN AS K-1 THROUGH K-5. K-1 AND K-5 
WERE BUILT BY THE FRENCH AND WERE THE MOST SECURE. THE 
OTHER SUB-CAMPS WERE BUILT AFTER 1975 TO ACCOMMODATE 
FORMER RVN OFFICIALS. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE ADMINISTERING 
AND GUARDING THE CAMP WERE UNRECALLED. TOTAL POPULATION 
OF K-1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. NEARLY ALL OF 
SOURCE'S INCARCERATION AT TAN LAP WAS SPENT IN SUB-CAMP 
K-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTIONS BELOW WILL REFER TO K-1 
UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. THE COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE 
ABOUT 200 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A FIVE 
METER HIGH BRICK WALL. INSIDE THIS WALL WERE TWO 
SEPARATE WIDE COILS OF BARBED WIRE. THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE WEST WALL. THE SOUTHERN 
HALF OF THE COMPOUND CONTAINED SEVERAL ROWS OF DETENTION 
HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIMENSION. THE FIRST TWO 
ROWS OF DETENTION HOUSES ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERING THE 
MAIN GATE WERE MADE OF BRICK WITH CORRUGATED METAL 
ROOFING. THESE TWO WERE REFERRED TO AS THE SPECIAL 
DETENTION HOUSES. THEY WERE USED PRIMARILY TO HOLD THOSE 
CONSIDERED MOST DANGEROUS TO THE COMMUNISTS RATHER THAN 
BEING USED PRIMARILY AS DISCIPLINARY DETENTION. THOSE 
HELD IN THIS AREA WERE CHAPLAINS, MILITARY SECURITY 
SERVICE. AND INTELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE REMAINDER OF 
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-~- THE DETENTION HOUSE WERE CONSTRUCTED AFTER 19[5 OF WATTLE 
WITH THATCHED ROOFS. THE NORTHERN HALF OF THE COMPOUND 
WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINING THE MEETING 
HOUSE, ASSEMB~Y FIELD, DISPENSARY, CADRE ADMINISTRATION 
BUILDINGS, GREEN VEGETABLE GARDEN AND WATER CISTERN. THE 
TWO ROWS OF SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES WERE SEPARATED FROM 
THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSES BY A FENCE. ALL THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE· IN· TURN FENCED OFF FROM .THE· ADMIN·COMPOUND. 
THERE WAS A GATE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH FENCE OF THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS FROM THE ADMIN 
COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE NORTHWEST CORNER OF THE 
REGULAR DETENTION COMPOUND ALLOWING ACCESS INTO THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION AREA. 
4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE INVOLVED 
IN MAKING BRICKS, COOKING, AND DOING BLACKSMITH AND 
CARPENTRY CHORES. THOSE INMATES IN THE SPECIAL DETENTION 
AREA WERE ASSIGNED LABOR DUTIES INSIDE THE MAIN COMPOUND. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE 
0600 EAT BREAKFAST . 
0630 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS, 
COMMENCE LABOR 
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
1600 RETURN TO CAMP 
1700 EAT SUPPER 
1800 LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. NINETY PERCENT OF THE 
INMATES WERE FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS. THE REMAINDER WERE 
FORMER NATIONAL POLICE OFFICERS, RELIGIOUS PERSONALITIES 
AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THE FOLLOWING OTHER INMATES WERE 
RECALLED--

- COL LE DINH LUAN, COMMANDER UNIT 101 
- COL DUONG KY, DIRECTOR PROTESTANT CHAPLAINS 
- COL PHAN PHAT HUONG, DIRECTOR CATHOLIC CHAPLAINS 
INMATES WORE DARK GREY OR DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. 
MADE OF "NAM DINH" CLOTH. 

1. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS· 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION.1 

SOURCE WAS CERTAIN THERE WERE NO AMERICANS HELD IN K-1 . 
I 

TAN LAP DURING HIS STAY THERE. EVEN THOUGH THOSE IN THE 
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~- SPECIAL DETENTION AREA WERE GENERALLY SEPARAT~ FROM THE 
REST, INMATES IN BOTH SECTIONS HAD OPPORTUNITIES TO TALK 
AMONG THEMSELVES. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. · 

. . 
ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES. 
1. MEMORY DRAWING .. , 1 PG, 1CY 
2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH , 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A}. 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 

#3974 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX483 MCN = 89313/12713 TOR = 893130803 

HEADER 
R ogoso2z· Nov·89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 090755Z NOV 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC '. 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 62772 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0116 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0116 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K1, 
TAN LAP, VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN APR AND OCT 
1977 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

OOI: 770400 - 771000. 

SOURCE: . 5' ~ _ 50URCE IS AN 
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM APR TO OCT 11. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K1 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS-­
VJ8678// MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48-
10 . 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SIX SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K1 TO K6.--rBE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 40 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE 
CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 4,000 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K1 TAN LAP 
COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 100 METERS ON A SIDE. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL WITH 
A 1.5 METER BARBED WIRE STEEL POST EXTENSION ON TOP. THE 
MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE EAST WALL. 
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. AFTER 
ENTERING THE GATE, ONE FOUND THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND 
TO BE A SPACIOUS ASSEMBLY FIELD. A 15 BY 20 METER 
MEETING ROOM MADE OF WOOD WITH A THATCHED ROOF WAS 
LOCATED NEAR THE CENTER OF THE COMPOUND. IN THE MIDDLE, 
CLOSE TO THE WEST WALL, WAS THE DISPENSARY AND THE 
CRIMINAL INMATE KITCHEN. IN THE NORTH AND SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED 10-12 DETENTION HOUSE 
CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE ROOFS. ABOUT 8 BY 20 
METERS IN DIMENSIONS, THE DETENTION HOUSES ACCOMMODATED 
ABOUT 200 INMATES EACH. INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT 
WERE TWO SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES THAT COULD HOLD 10 
PRISONERS IN EACH HOUSE. OUTSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE 
SEVERAL OTHER STRUCTURES THAT SERVED AS THE_.FAMILY 
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-- VISITATION HOUSE, CAMP ADMIN OFFICES, AND SECft8ITY 
OFFICE. MOST OF THE ADMIN BUILDINGS WERE OF BRICK WITH 
TILE ROOFS. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PRISON WAS BUILT 
S9~I~ IN THE 1960 'S. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. UNITS WERE FURTHER DIVIDED INTO 
TEAMS OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. WORK ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
BY UNIT OR TEAMS·DEPENDING ON THE NATURE OF THE TASKS. 

6. SCHEDULE. 

0600 - 0700 WAKE UP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE, MUSTER, 
EAT 

0700 - 1130 LABOR DUTIES 
1130- 1300 RETURN TO CAMP, EAT, REST 
1300 - 1700 CONTINUE WORK 
1730 - 1930 STOP WORK, EAT DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 

SESSIONS, PLAN NEXT DAY'S WORK 
2100 SLEEP 

1. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE ESTIMATED TO 
BE NEARLY 4,000 INMATES, MOSTLY MILITARY OR CIVILIAN 
OFFICIALS OF THE FORMER REGIME. OVER 200 OF THE 
POPULATION WERE NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS. SOURCE 
RECALLED COL TO VAN VAN 60 YOA A FORMER PROVINCE CHIEF, 
COL DANG VAN SON, 65 YOA, CHIEF OF G-5, JOINT GENERAL 
STAFF (DIED IN CAMP), AND NATL POLICE CAPT LA! VAN LAM, 
47 YOA, NATL POLICE COMMANDER AT SONG PHA TO BE 
PERSONALITIES AMONG THE INMATE POPULATION. 

8. . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 
ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. DUE TO HIS RELATIVELY 
SHORT STAY IN K1, SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO DRAW A SKETCH OF 
THIS COMPOUND. THE INFORMATION HE PROVIDED ON SUBCAMP K5 
IS THE SUBJECT OF IIR 6 024 0120 90. 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX633 MCN = 90023/13805 TOR = 900230926 

HEADER 
R 230926Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO .. WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230905Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC/ _ 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC/. 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO. HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 04295 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0214 90 

/***********··THIS· IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************I 
BODY 
COUNTRY: 'VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0214 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-2· 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 1978 AND DEC 80 
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OOI: ' 780000-801200. 

SOURCE:· SCJ; _ ·soURCE IS AN 
. ODP:: BENEFICIARY-I UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVlr.MA'JOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-2 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 1978 UNTIL DEC 80. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO PLACE THE 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION EXCEPT THAT K-2 LAY ON A STREAM THAT 
EMPTIED INTO THE RED RIVER, AND WAS IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. 
SOURCE COMMENTED THAT THERE WERE A NUMBER OF ETHNIC 
MUONG, NUNG AND MEO PEOPLE LIVING IN THE AREA. THE 
ETHNIC VIETNAMESE ~ERE PRIMARILY CATHOLICS. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUBCAMPS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) UNDER 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. SUBCAMP K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY 
PSS 1LT NGUYEN VAN NAM. THE EDUCATIONAL CADRE WAS PSS 
SGT ((LNU)) QUANG. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF K-2 
WAS APPROXIMATELY 700 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-2 COMPOUND 
FORMED.A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. ABOUT 
THREE METERS AWAY FROM THE BAMBOO FENCE, INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND:, WERE COILS OF CONCERTINA WHICH FORMED AN INNER 
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. 
~ENTERING THEMA-IN· GATE THERE WERE THREE LONG DETENTION 
HOUSES TO THE RIGHT AND TWO TO THE LEFT. THE DETENTION 
HOUSES WERE ABOUT 5 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND HADE OF 
WA'ITLE WITH THATCHED ROOFING. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE 
DETENTION COMPOUND WERE A DISPENSARY, MEETING HOUSE, 
WATER CISTERN AND A DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSE. 
SUBCAMP ADMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES, CADRE HOUSING, FAMILY 
VISITATION HOUSE, AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE 
LOCATED OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 
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PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WEREINVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANE. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 

_ALSO JtiER~·_lNVOL~ED_I_N _J{l._T_CHE.N. _ANP. SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. · SCHEDULE. 
a. :•\ •.• •e 

053(}.-: -·.· AWAKENED BY GONG, EXERCISE, BREAKFAST~-

·0630· ASSEMBLg; MUSTER, RECEIVE LABOR ASSIGNMENTS 
0700- COMMENCE LABOR 
1200 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
1400 CONTINUE LABOR 
1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 
1900 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
2100 SLEEP 
6. INMATE POPULATION. FORMER RVNAF AND NATIONAL 
POLICE OFFICERS ACCOUNTED FOR THE MAJORITY OF THE 
INMATES. THERE WERE A FEW FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS AND -
RELIGIOUS PERSONALTIES AS WELL AS COMMON CRIMINALS. 
INMATES IN TAN LAP WORE DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 
WITH THE SUBCAMP NUMBER STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING ON 
THE BACKS OF THE SHIRTS. 

7. _ SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS,, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: ·SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

DISSEM:-

HT 

114295 

-~ FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK {AMB, DCM2 POL SA 
DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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V ZC ZC T R I ·. * 
PU UUtKJC~ RUfADV~ RUE~JCS RUEKJCS RURQRQA RUEAIIA 
I!U II<.'Pr A P II l'ltKL RUEHIIK 
H llll ;: lllU f 5 "'fl 7 I'?; 1 0 2 5 •• 

~ 26\~047. JAN ~0 
F~ USDAO EANCrOK TRIIPV-MtA// 
TO RUEKJCS I DtA ~ASHINGTOU DC 

:HRGF 
APPRV 
' RfTD 

INFO RUEJ.nY~ I YP.tTf.R1lSF. WASHDC//NSC DR KARL 
RUtKJCS I SfCDIY WASRDCIIOASD-JSAIPW-MIAII 
RUFKJCS I JCS YASHDr.IIJ~/OJCS-PY-HIAII 

JAC~SON II 
DISTh: 

FURCHOA I USCINC~AC HONOLULU HtiiJ2/J233/J3/J35II 
RUtAIIA I CtA YAS~DC, 
RUHQPPA I CDR JCRC ~~~~L~~ rr Ml 
RUEHKL I USDAO KUAL~ LUMPUR 
RUtP.HK I IISDL:) HON:; !ON~ 
n 

c;..~ IS IS A STONT P.EACH MF.SSA~F. 
ST.RIAL: tiR 6 ~?4 ~~2~ 9~ 

COUNTRT: V lE1'N AM 

JRG 1 N: 

·ff•' SUBJ:/ ~~JII 6 024 Pl22~ 9"/HSENCE ~F AMERICANS IN rHF. K-
, 2 TAN UP' RliDtTCATION CAMP 'P'E1'V.l:f.N ??U - £1110 

Df.PARTMfNT 0~ Df.F!NSt 

DO 1: I 771A00-811"00. 

SOUP.Cf: <..!f!SC/ . SOURCE IS AN 
ODP !ENEFIClART UNDER tHE SPECIAL REtDUCATJON PRO~RAM AND 

(.~-FORMER NArtONAL POtt:E CAPTAIN YH~ VAS INCARCERATFD IN 
-~ K-? TAN LAP ~EEDUCATtON CAMP FROM 771Z - S11~. 

~OURCE RFLtAJtLITT RAS NOT BEEN ~STA~LlSHtD. 

SUMMART: ) TqtS T~ A STONT fElCH REPORT. tr 
PROVIDFS LtriTFD tNfOqM,TION CONCER~ING THE CRlANtZATlON 
AND PPYStCAL CPAP.ACTtRt~TtCS OF THE ~-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP TN TEN HO~ DISTRICT, VJNH PHU paOVINCE. 
ENCLOSURf. 

Tr XT: 

t'610e·4 J H! 9~ 

' ~· . j ,J} 

DAD P11l26/;l~ 
DAO:DMOO~f 
D~.O:G!SCU~C.r: 
DAO:JGMIKI 
CHPON DAO~ A!-4F 
Dcr. POL ~~. 
DATLO JCtfC J'YI 
OCR 

.. 

II 

?51P104 H.N ~~ 

' 
1. GfOGRAPH'L F.UCT lOCATt~N OF THr. TAN UP 
CAMP $TSTE~ VAS UHKNO~N 1 ~UT ACCORDING TO LOCALS N~A~ THr 
CAMP IT ~AS TN TIN ROA vTSTRICT Of VINH pqu PROVlNCF. 

2. : OPGANtH.TION. TP.F. C~.MP ~:AS ORC:ANlHD INTO 
FIVr. SUB-CAMPS NU~Pf~lD K-1 THROUGP K-5. THF. CAr.P ~AS 
AD~IHISTERED PT TP~ PUPLtC SECVRITY StRVICE (PSS) OF TPE 
MINISTRY 0! INTERIOR. THERE ~!RE ~POUT 42 PFRSONNEL 
G~ARDING AND ADMtNIST£Rt~l THt CAMP. POPULATION OF ~-? 
WAS ?~0-e00 INMATES. 

~ ••• J PRY~tCAL C!H~AC1'£RtSTIC~. THF K-2 CA~P 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE A~OUT 2a0 PT 3e0 rETEFS. IT 
WAS SURRJUNDFD BT A BAMBOO FtN~E ~RICH IN TUkN VAS 
SURROUNDED PY A 2.5 MtTER PIGR ~ARBED VIR! FENCE. :UARD 
TO't'ERS 't''F.RE LOCATED IN TR£ FOUR C:>RNfRS. TR): MAIN GArF. 
WAS LOCATFD IN TR~ MIODL~ OF THF. S~UTH fENCE. INSlOt THY 
COMPOUND WERE FIVt DFTENT~~N HOUSES ARRANltD IN !WO 
PARALLEL NORTH TO SOOTH RO't'S. T~r OETtNTION P.OUSFS 't'f.RE 
ABOUT 6 BT ~~ ~rTf.RS IN DtMr.NStONS MArF. OF WAT1Lf. WITH 
THATCHED ROOFS. EACH OF.TENTI0N P.OUSE RF.LD ABOUT 13l 
INMATES. A LARGE, ~ ~! 5~ METfR MFITJN~ ROOM OCrUPIFD 
THE MitDLR ~F THE CO~POUND. BEHIND IT WAS A SMALL 
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOOSE ~BOUT FOUR METERS SOU~Rf.. 
THIS BUILDING 't'AS TRt ONLT ONE lNSIDt T~E COMP0UND ~UlLT 
0~ ER1CK 't'ITH A TILT. ROO~. A SH,LL DISPENSARY WAS 
LOCATED IN TRF. SOUTHEAST CORNER. TP.E tNMATf. liTCREN W~5 
LOCATf.D IN THr WF.~T RO~ Of DtTFNrtON HOUSES. OUTSIDE, ON 
TRE DIRT ROAD LEADING INTO THE DETINTtON COMPOOND, rHr 
FOLLO't'IN~ FACILlTif.S 't't~E FOUND: FA~tLf VISITATION 
HOUSE, AN !MAL Pf.N S, 'tl AREJIOUSE, CAMP HEADCU ART!RS, CADRE 
POUSING, CADRE KITC!IEN, GINF.RATOR HOUS!, HiD CARPFNrRT 
SHOP. IN TRF. t~HEDIATE Vl:tNITY JF TRF. ADMINISTRATION 
AREA WERE T't'O fiSH PONDS, ~IR~AL MEDICINf AND GREEN 
VEGETABLE G~RntNS. 

4. LABOR REQQIRtMENTS. INMATES WIRt ORnANl7ED 
INTO LAE~R DrTAILS F.Y UNITS {DOOIJ) YITR AP.OUT ~P.-40 
PRtSONF.RS Pt~ UNIT. PRIMART LA~JR TAS(S 't'F.R£ INVOLVFD 
YITH GROWING CROPS, MOSTLY MANIOC, RICE, GREIN 
V£GETABL~S. AND SUGAR CAN~. GROOPS SMALLER rHAN A UNtf 
ALSO WtRE INVOLVED IN KITCHEN, SANITATION, AND CARPE~TRT 
DUTIES. 

251004 ~'AN 9~ 
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VZCZCTRl * 
RR RUEKJCS RUEADWW RUEY.JCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA 
RUHQBPA RUt6~L RUIHHK 
r.-r 'RllfP.EK 1524~101 029 •• 

R 290t41Z JAF 90 
fM USDAO !ANG~OK THIIPW-MIAI/ 
'1'0 RUEKJCS I DIA 'iASHINGTON DCI 
INFO RUEADWW I WHITE~OUSE WASHDCIINSC DR KARL 
~Ut!JCS I SECD~F WASHDCIIOASD-ISAIPW-MIAII 
RUEKJCS I JCS WASHDCIIJ5IOJCS-PY-MlAII 

CHRGE 
APPRV 

RFTD 
J.I.CKSO~ I I 

RUP.QHQA I USCINCPkC HONOLULU HIIIJ2IJ233/J3/J3€II 
RUEAII/. I CIA WASHOe,· 
RUH~BPA I CDR JCRC ~ARSEK~ PT ~1 
RUEH~L I U~DAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEnHK I USDLO HONG XONG 
llT 

THIS IS A ~TONY ]tACH MESSAGE 

(~-~:~ IA L: 

COUNTRY: 

IlR € 024 0233 90 

VIETNAM (VM) 

Dl ST R: 

ORGIN: 

SUIJ: IJR 6 024 0233 9eiABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE~-
.4~~2 TAN(LAP.rEtDUCATtON CAMP BETWEEN 7710- 8109 

DEPARTMtNT OF DEFENSE 

tOl: ?71000-810900. 

SOURCE: . . . ~G--. . :SOURCE IS AN ODP 
BEhEFIClARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 
FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-2 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FRO~ 7?1~ -S10~. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
iiAS NOT EF.EN ES'I"ABLlSHtD. 
.-~'··. 

( .MARY: . . . THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT, IT 
rKOVItf.S LIMITED INFjRMATI:>N CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
ANU PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF-THE ~-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAM~ IN VIN~ PP.U PROfiNCE. INCLOSURE. 

HX1': 

1. GEOGRAPHY. EXACT LOCATION OF TAN LAP WAS 

GC 290641 JAN 90 

• 'ti j ./} 

DAO 01129190 
DAO:DM:>ORE 
DAO:GESCEARCE:~ 
DAO:JGi'11Kl 
CHRON DA03 AMB 
DCM POL SA 
DATL:> JCRC EX/A 
OCR 

lf 

UNKNOJN. SOURCE ONLY KNEW IT WAS ON A STREAM NXAR THE 
RED RIVER IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. . ' 

2. . . . ORGANIZATION, THE CAMP WAS ORGAN IZ!D INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5, THE CAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PU»LIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-2 WAS COMMANDED BY PSS lLT 
((LNU)) NAH VO (5 .VOOF). tHERE W~RE A!OUT 2~-30 
PERSON~EL GUARDIN~ AND ADMINlSTtRIN~ THE CAMP. TOTAL 
~OPULATION. OF THE CAMP WAS APP~OXIMATELY 70e INMATES. 

~. ' PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-2 WAS SURROUNDED 
tY A 2.5 METER HIGP. BAM!O:> FENCE TOPPED WITH !ARBED WIRE. 
GUARD '1"0\tiERS '1/l:RE LOCATED IN THl: FOUR CORNERS. A LARGY. 
10 ~y €0 METER MEETING HOUSE OCCUPIED THE CENTER Of THE 
COMPOUND. FlVt 5 BY 30 ME~ER DETENTION HOUSES Of MASONRY 
CONSTRUCT ION WITH THATCHED ROOFS VERE ·LOCATED IN TWO 
PARALLEL R~WS. T~E INMATE KITCHEN WAS L)CATED IN )N! Of 
1HOSi ROWS. ADDITIONALL INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE FOUND A 
DISPENSARY, DISCIPLINA!Y DETENTION HOUSE AND A WATER 
Cl STERN. 

~. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LADOR DETAILS DY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50 
PRISONEP.S PEH UNIT. PRII':ARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WlTn GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VE~ETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALS:> WERE · 
INVOLVED IN ANIMAL HUS]ANDRY, KITCHEN DETAILS OR 
SANITATION. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

f.. ) INMATE POPULATION. K-2 INMATES WIRE 
PRIMARILY MADE UP OF FORMER RVNAF AND NATL POLICE 
OFFICERS WITH FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, RELIGIOUS 
PERSONALITIES, AN~ CRIMINALS MAKING UP THE PALANCE. THE 

GC 29e641 JA.N 90 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX831 MCN 89248/07659 

R 051002Z SEP 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 051001Z SEP 89 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 

TOR = 892481006 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR. KARL JACKSON// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//JS/OJCS-PW-MIA/1 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BAR~tH~ PI Hl 
RlJ!E.HKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0400 89. 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0400 89/TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM, VINH 
PHU, VIETNAM, JUN 78 TO JAN 80 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOl: 800117. 

. I 
j .~ 

PAGE:0013 
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SOURCE: ~ ~ SOURCE IS A 
VIET~AMESE ORDERLX DEPARTURE (ODP) DESIGNEE AND A FORMER 
INMATE AT TAN LAP FROM JUN 78 TO JAN 80. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP SYSTEM IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

TEXT: 

1. SOURCE'S PRISON CHRONOLOGY AT TAN LAP. 

DATES SUBCAMP 
16 - 18 JUN 78 Kl 
18 JUN 78 - 22 JUL 79 K4 
22 JUL 79 - 20 NOV 79 K2 
20 NOV 79 - 27 DEC 79 K7 
27 DEC 79 - 17 JAN 80 K5 

2. . . GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE COULD NOT DRAW A SKETCH OF 
THE GENERAL LOCATION OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM. (RO 
C~MMENT--RO SHOWED SOURCE MAPSHEETS L7014, 5952II AND 
6052III. SOURCE COULD NOT LOCATE ANY OF THE FIVE 
SUBCAMPS IN WHICH HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD.) 

3. 1 LAYOUT. SOURCE COULD NOT SKETCH THE GENERAL 
LAYOUT OF ANY OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SUBCAMPS. 

4. ORGANIZATION. THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM WAS 
ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR AND STAFFED 
BY PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) CADRE. K5 WAS THE 
LOCATION OF THE CENTRAL TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM 
HEADQUARTERS. K7 WAS THE SMALLEST SUBCAMP, WHERE ALL 
INMATES WORKED AT A BRICK KILN. NONE OF THE SEVEN 
SUBCAMPS WAS RESERVED FOR ANY SPECIAL CATEGORY OF 
PRISONERS. (SOURCE COMMENT--THE INMATES UNDERSTOOD THAT 
THE SYSTEM WAS DIVIDED INTO MANY SUBCAMPS SOLELY FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF FACILITATING FREQUENT TRANSFERS TO BREAK UP 
POSSIBLE ORGANIZATIONS AMONG THE INMATES.) 

5. INMATE POPULATION. 

K 1 - 2, 000 
K2 - 1,000- 2,000 
K3 - UNKNOWN 
K4 - 400 - 500 
K5 - 2,000 
K6 - UNKNOWN 

'j ./} 
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6. NO FOREIGN INMATES OR MIXED RACE INMATES WHO 
COULD BE'MISTAKEN FOR FOREIGNERS WERE HELD IN THE TAN LAP 
PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE HEARD FROM SEVERAL UNIDENTIFIED 
INMATES THAT DURING APPROXIMATELY MAR 78, TWO CAUCASIAN 
AMERICAN COLLABORATORS HAD PASSED THROUGH K2 SUBCAMP. 
SOURCE HEARD THAT THE COLLABORATORS SHOWED PROPAGANDA 
FILMS AT REEDUCATION CAMPS, BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW THE 
UNIDENTIFIED CAUCASIANS (NFI). 

7. CADRE. SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE UNABLE TO RECALL 
THE NAMES OF ANY CADRE AT TAN LAP. (RO COMMENT--LATER IN 
THE INTERVIEW RO ASKED IF SOURCE HAD EVER HEARD OF 
((NGUYEN)) VAN THUY (IDENTIFIED IN TRAI CAI TAO, THE 
REEDUCATION MEMOIR OF ((PHAM)) QUANG GIAI, AS THE TAN LAP 
COMMANDER). SOURCE RESPONDED THAT PSS MAJOR ((NGUYEN)) 
VAN THUY WAS THE COMMANDER OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM 
AND THAT THUY WAS TRANSFERRED TO THANH LAM CAMP OF THE 
THANH HOA PRISON SYSTEM AT THE SAME TIME AS SOURCE'S 
TRANSFER IN JAN 80. END RO COMMENT.) 

8. 
USED WITHIN 
THROUGH K7. 
12ATD63/TL. 

LETTER BOX NUMBERS. THE LETTER BOX NUMBERS 
THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM WERE 12ATD63/TL/K1 

SOURCE COULD NOT EXPLAIN THE MEANING OF 

9~ REF DIA/PW-MIA REQUIREMENT 
SOURCE NEVER SAW OR HEARD OF ANY SOVIET OR OTHER FOREIGN 
PERSONNEL IN THE AREA OF THE TAN LAP PRISON SYSTEM. NO 
FOREIGN DELEGATIONS VISITED TAN LAP. NO PAVN MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS, NO AIRFIELDS OR HELICOPTER LANDING PADS 
AND NO SPECIAL HIGH SECURITY AREAS OR HOSPITALS WERE IN 
THE AREA. INMATES AT TAN LAP ROUTINELY WORKED ON LABOR 
DETAILS UP TO 'TWO KILOMETERS OUTSIDE THE SUBCAMP W~ 
THEY WERE ASSIGNED. INMATES ON LABOR DETAILS DID HAVE 
CONTACT WITH THE LOCAL POPULACE, WHO WERE AT FIRST 
UNFRIENDLY, BUT LATER WERE WON OVER BY INMATES WHO GAVE 
THEM SMALL GIFTS OF MEDICINE, FOOD, OR CLOTHING. THE 
LOCAL POPULACE IN TAN LAP WERE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE (VIET 
KINH). (SOURCE COMMENT--LOCAL POPULACE AROUND THE THANH 
LAM-THANH HOA CAMP WERE BLACK THAI). 

10. SOURCE'S TRANSFERS FROM WITHIN TAN LAP. 
SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL THE DETAILS OF HIS TRANSFER FROM 
K1 TO K4. SOURCE TRANSFERRED FROM K4 TO K2 IN A GROUP OF 
APPROXIMATELY 60. THE GROUP LEFT K4 ON FOOT AT 
1500 HOURS AND ARRIVED AT K2 AT APPROXIMATELY 1700 HOURS. 
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K2 TO K7 WITH APPROXIMATELY 
60-70 OTHERS ON FOOT. THE 7-8 KILOMETER TRIP TOOK 
APPROXIMATELY TWO HOURS. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K7 
TO K5 IN A GROUP OF 15, WHO TRAVELED THE ONE KILOMETER 
DISTANCE ON FOOT. SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM K5 TO 
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THANH LAM CAMP IN A LARGE GROUP. SOURCE' GROUP TRAVELED 
IN FOUR OR FIVE BUSES. 

11. SPECIAL DETENTION AREAS WITHIN TAN LAP. 
SOURCE CLAIMED NOT- TO KNOW THE LOCATION OF ANY SPECIAL 
DETENTION AREAS WITHIN THE TAN LAP SYSTEM. (RO COMMENT-­
RO ASKED SOURCE IF IT WAS TRUE THAT THERE WAS A SPECIAL 
DETENTION BLOCK AT K1. SOURCE RESPONDED,THAT HE WAS ONLY 
AT K1 FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS AND WAS CONFINED IN A BARRACKS 
DURING THAT TIME.} 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS FRIENDLY BUT DIDN'T GIVE THE 
IMPRESSION THAT HE WAS TRYING VERY HARD TO RECALL ANY 
DETAILS. SOURCE WAS A TOTAL LOSS AT TRYING TO LOCATE THE 
CAMP ON 1 TO 50,000 MAPS, EVEN AFTER THE RO SHOWED HIM 
~ROUTE TO THE CAMP. 

2. . SOURCE KNEW OF NO NAMES FOR THE TAN LAP CAMPS 
OTHER THAN THE K NUMBERS. SOURCE DIDN'T KNOW THE K 
NUMBERS FOR ANY OF THE THANH HOA SYSTEM CAMPS. 
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HSGNO 167 (PCXX) *10/14/87* *03:09:43.9.5* 
ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 87101402304306 

R 140341Z OCT 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 140241Z OCT 87 .. 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

.. ~ 
(, 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT . 

~). 

SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

. 3562 OCT 87 
SUBJ: JCRC .RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 

PRISONERS PREVIOUSLY HELD IN SON LA 
1. SOURCE: 

A. NAME: S C.... 

B. DOB: SD 
C. POB: 
D. FORMER POSITION: LTC ARVN, 
E. PRESENT LOCATION: s ~ 
F. IDENTIFICATION DATA: ~ 
G. DATE OF INFORMATION: 1977 
H. MAP USED: SHEETS 5951-1, 5951-4; SERIES 

L7014 
I. DATE OF INTERVIEW: 16 SEP 87 
J. NAME OF INTERVIEWER: MR. G.E. BELL, GS-13, 

DOD 
2. SUMMARY: SOURCE, A 53 YOA MALE VM REFUGEE 
FORMERLY ASSIGNED TO THE RVNAF JGS J3, PROVIDED 
FIRSTHAND INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS OBSERVATION OF 
WRITING ON A PRISON WALL WHICH HE BELIEVES WAS MADE BY 
FOREIGN PRISONERS IN MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP SON LA 
PROVINCE. END SUMMARY. . . 

•·· 
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3.· _ INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME 
DURING EARLY 1977, WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCATION IN 
MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP, SON LA PROVINCE, HE OBSERVED 
FOREIGN WRITING CARVED INTO A WALL. SOURCE STATED THAT 
SINCE SOME OF THE WRITING WAS OBVIOUSLY ENGLISH HE 
BELIEVED THAT U.S. POWS HAD BEEN HELD THERE PREVIOUSLY. 
SOURCE STATED THAT THE WRITING CONSISTED OF WHAT 
APPEARED TO HIM TO BE PERSONAL NAMES OF FORMER INMATES. 
SOURCE ·WAS NOT ABLE TO RECALL ANY OF THE NAMES WRITTEN 
ON THE WALL. SOURCE OPINED THAT THE NAMES HE SAW CARVED 
INTO. THE WALL WERE WRITTEN IN ENGLISH, GERMAN, AND 
FRENCH. SOURCE BELIEVED THAT SOME OF THE NAMES WERE 
THOSE OF FORMER THAI INMATES BUT THE NAMES WERE WRITTEN 
WITH ROMANIZED LETTERS RATHER THAN SANSKRIT • SOURCE SAW 
THE NAMES CARVED INTO A WALL OF A MASONRY/ROCK BUILDING 
OF SUB CAMP ( PHAN TRA I) THREE OF MUONG THAI CAMP. 
4. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE ROUTE TAKEN BY HIM TO 
MUONG THAI CAMP AS FOLLOWS: FROM THE YEN BAI TRAIN 
STATION FOLLOW ROUTE 13A TO THE SONG DA RIVER FERRY 
CROSSING. AFTER CROSSING THE FERRY GO ACROSS NGHIA LO 
PROVINCE THROUGH DEO LUNG LO PASS TO THE MUONG COI ROAD 
JUNCTION. CONTINUE ON TO THE PHU YEN ROAD JUNCTION AND 
FROM THAT ROAD JUNCTION PROCEED STRAIGHT FOR THREE MORE 
KILOMETERS TO MUONG THAI CAMP (MWONGF THAIR). 
5. 'soURCE STATED THAT WHEN HE ARRIVED IN THE CAMP 

··;.HE AND OTHER INMATES WERE ISSUED TWO PRISON UNIFORMS 
EACH. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 
ISSUED DARK BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS WHICH WERE CALLED 
"TU BINH A" (ASIAN POWS) UNIFORMS. THE ASIAN TYPE 
UNIFORMS WERE MADE FROM COTTON CLOTH AND WERE LOCALLY 
SEWN IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE ASIAN UNIFORMS HAD A 10 
CENTIMETER WIDE VERTICAL WHITE STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN DOWN 
THE BACK OF THE SHIRT AND A FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE 
VERTICAL STRIP OF CLOTH SEWN ON THE OUTSIDE OF EACH 
TROUSER LEG. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES WERE ISSUED 
ANOTHER TYPE OF UNIFORM WHICH WAS CALLED "TU BINH AU" 
(EUROPEAN/WESTERN POWS). THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WERE ALSO MADE OF COTTON BUT ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS 
WERE SEWN IN THE PRC. THE EUROPEAN UNIFORMS WERE A 
LIGHT BURGUNDY COLOR WITH FOUR TO FIVE CENTIMETER WIDE, 
VERTICAL STRIPES WHICH WERE DARK BURGUNDY IN COLOR. THE 
DARK BURGUNDY STRIPES WERE ACTUALLY WEAVED INTO THE 
CLOTH AT THE TIME OF MANUFACTURE RATHER THAN SEWN ON 
LATER. THE CLOTH USED FOR THE EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS 
WAS OF NOTICEABLY BETTER QUALITY THAN THE CLOTH USED FOR 
THE ASIAN UNIFORMS. ACCORDING TO CAMP GUARDS THE 
EUROPEAN TYPE UNIFORMS HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN ISSUED TO 
ALLIED (DONG MINH) POWS. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT THE 
NATIONALITIES OF THE "ALLIED" POWS BUT SPECULATED THAT 
SOME OF THEM WERE AMERICAN PILOTS. SOURCE BASED HIS 
SPECULATION ON THE FACT THAT THE UNIFORMS WERE IN NEW 
CONDITION. SOURCE ADDED THAT IF THE UNIFORMS HAD BEEN 
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USED FOR DIEN BIEN PHU ERA "ALLIED" POWS THEY WOULD HAVE 
BEEN OVER 20 YEARS OLD AND NOT IN SUCH GOOD CONDITION. 
BT 
#5206 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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MSGNO 169 (PCXX) *10/14/87* *03:09:44.1.2* 
ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 87101402311977 

R 1~03~1Z OCT 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 140241Z OCT 87~ 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UDORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT 

. ·~ EZ 1: 
SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

3562 OCT 87 
SUBJ: JCRC RPT .87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
ALTHOUGH SOURCE BELIEVED THAT AMERICANS HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN HELD IN THE CAMP, HE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT 
AMERICANS BEING HELD THERE. EXCEPT FOR THE WRITING 
CARVED INTO THE WALL OF THE BUILDING WHERE HE WAS HELD, 
SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY IDENTIFICATION MEDIA, 
PERSONAL EFFECTS, OR DEBRIS WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN LEFT 
BEHIND BY ANY AM RICAN POWS. SOURCE DID OBSERVE ONE 
AIRCRAFT WING, APPROX SEVEN METERS IN LENGTH, WHICH WAS 
BEING USED AS A FOOT BRIDGE TO CROSS A STREAM APPROX TWO 
KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE CAMP. SOURCE RECALLED THAT 
THE WING WAS SILVER/ALUMINUM IN COLOR. SOURCE RECALLED 
HAVING OBSERVED A WHITE STAR PAINTED ON THE WING BUT DID 
NOT RECALL ANY NUMBERS OR OTHER MARKINGS. SOURCE 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN SEVERAL BOMB CRATERS AROUND MUONG 
THAI CAMP AND SPECULATED THAT THE AIRCRAFT WING HAD COME 
FROM THE WRECKAGE OF A U.S. AIRCRAFT WHICH HAD BEEN SHOT 
DOWN WHILE BOMBING THE AREA DURING THE WAR. SOURCE DID 
NOT HEAR ANY DETAILS CONCERNING THE SHOOTDOWN OF THE 
AIRCRAFT OR THE FATE OF THE CREW. SOURCE DID HEAR FROM 
LOCALS {U/I) IN THE AREA THAT THE CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY 
BEEN USED AS A WEAPONS AND AMMUNITION PLANT. SOURCE 
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ASSUMED THAT THE AREA HAD THEREFORE BEEN AN IMPORTANT 
TARGET FOR U.S. AIRCRAFT. 

6. SOURCE RECALLED THAT MUONG THAI RE-ED CAMP WA 
SUBORDINATE TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. THE CAMP WAS 
GUARDED/ADMINISTERED BY AN ARMED PAVN FORCE COMMANDED BY 
A PAVN SR CPT (NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS A NATIVE OF 
NORTHERN VIETNAM AND QUITE TALL FOR A VIETNAMESE. THE 
CAMP DID HAVE A LETrER BOX NUMBER (LBN) BUT SOURCE WAS 
NOT ABLE TO RECALL THE HUMBER •. SOURCE VAGUELY RECALLED 
THAT. THE NUMBER WAS PRECEDED BY THE LETTERS "NT." WHEN 
SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED IN THE AREA IN MID-1976 HE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP SIX OF INTERCAMP TWO LOCATED NEAR THE MUONG COI 
ROAD JUNCTION ON .. HIGHWAY 13. AFTER APPROX NINE DAYS 
SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MUONG THAI CAMP WHICH 
CONSISTED OF SUB CAMPS ONE AND THREE. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN CAMP THREE ALONG WITH APPROX 500 OTHER INMATES WHO 
WERE FORMER.ARVN MILITARY OFFICERS WITH THE RANK OF LTC. 
SUB CAMP THREE WAS LOCATED ACROSS A SMALL HILL AND 
APPROX ONE KILOMETER FROM SUB CAMP ONE. SUB CAMP THREE 
HAD THREE MASONRY BUILDINGS WHICH HAD BEEN BUILT DURING 
THE FRENCH PERIOD. THE CAMP HAD SEVERAL THATCH 
BUILDINGS FOR. CAMP CADRE WHICH WERE BUILT BY INMATES 
AFTER THEY ARRIVED IN THE AREA. THE CAMP HAD TWO 
KITCHENS FOR INMATES AND ONE FOR CADRE. A SMALL 

·~ DISPENSARY WAS STAFFE$ BY INMATES WHO WERE FORMER ARVN 
MEDICAL PERSONNEL INCLUDING DR (LTC) TON THAT TUNG. THE 
CAMP ALSO HAD A SPECIAL DETENTION AREA FOR THOSE WHO 
ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE AND A BLACKSMITH SHOP FOR MAKING 
TOOLS SUCH AS SHOVELS AND HOES. THE CAMP ALSO HAD A 
BUILDING FOR RECEPTION OF VISITORS BUT SOURCE NEVER SAW 
ANY VISITORS WHO CAME TO THE CAMP. THE CAMP HAD A STOCK 
PEN FOR RAISING PIGS AND CATTLE AND ALSO A FISH RAISING 
POND. INMATES WORKED PLANTING VEGETABLES, CUTTING 
TIMBERS, CUTTING BAMBOO, BUILDING/REPAIRING CADRE 
HOUSING, CARRYING WATER FOR VEGETABLE GARDENS, AND 
RAISING LIVESTOCK. WORK HOURS WERE FROM 0700 TO 1700 
HOURS WITH A NOONDAY REST FROM 1100 TO 1400 HOURS. 
INMATES' HOLIDAYS WERE 1 MAY (INTERNATIONAL LABOR DAY), 
2 SEPTEMBER (SRV NATIONAL DAY), 22 DECEMBER (PEOPLE'S 
ARMY ESTABLISHMENT DAY), AND THE LUNAR NEW YEAR (TET). 
SOME INMATES WHO SOURCE WAS ABLE TO RECALL INCLUDED 
FORMER ARVN INF LTC NGUYEN DUY HIEN, FORMER ARVN RANGER 
LTC DINH VAN HANG, FORMER MILITARY MEDICAL CORPS DR TON 
THAT TUNG, AND FORMER MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS} 
LTC NGUYEN VIET TUU. 

1. SOURCE REGISTERED WITH THE COMMUNIST 
AUTHORITIES ON 14 JUN 75. SOURCE WAS INITIALLY HELD IN 
LONG GIAO RE-ED CAMP AND REMAINED THERE UNTIL SOMETIME 
DURING LATE 1975 WHEN HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TAN HIEP, 
BIEN HOA. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE WAS MOVED TO CAMP SIX, 
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INTERCAMP TWO, SON LA. AFTER APPROX -NINE DAYS SOURCE 
WAS MOVED TO CAMP THREE MUONG THAI. IN EARLY 1977 CAMP 
THREE MUONG THAI WAS MOVED APPROX 20 KM WEST TO MUONG 
LAN AND WAS THEN CALLED NEW CAMP THREE ( TRAI 3 HOI) 
MUONG LAN. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 1978 SOURCE WAS MOVED 
BT 
#5206 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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MSGNO 170 (PCXX). *10/14/87* *03:09:44.2.1* 
ZCZC 08:08:34Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 87101402313302 

R 140341Z OCT 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 1ll02li1Z OCT 87 .. 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

'~} 
...... 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUMJFS/AMEMBASSY VIENT ANE 
RUMJUD/AMCONSUL UOORN 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI 
BT 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 45206 

3562 OCT 87 
SUBJ: JCRC·RP1 87-400, INDICATIONS OF FOREIGN 
TO CAMP TWO SON LA AKA MUONG COI. SOMETIME DURING EARLY 
1979 (POSSIBLY MARCH) SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO SUB CAMP 
"B" NAM HA, HA NAM NINH. IN DECEMBER 1980 SOURCE WAS 
AGAIN TRANSFERRED TO THU DUC AKA CAMP Z30D HAM TAN-THUAN 
HAI. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FROM RE-ED ON 18 JAN 82. 
SOURCE ESCAPED ON FOOT FROM GO DAU, TAY NINH ON 29 MAR 
87 AND ARRIVED AT THE THAI BORDER ON 8 APR 87. EXCEPT 
FOR THE INFORMATION PROVIDED ABOVE SOURCE DID NOT 
OBSERVE OR HEAR ABOUT ANY AMERICANS REMAINING IN 
INDOCHINA. SOURCE GAVE A POSSIBLE FORWARDING ADDRESS 
AS: 

SD 
SOURCE FORMERLY APPLIED FOR DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM VIA 
THE ODP AND WAS ASSIGNED CASE NUMBER IV 038814 ON 13 OCT 
84. SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO OBTAIN AN EXIT PERMIT AND 
DECIDED TO ENTER THE REFUGEE STREAM DUE TO THE LONG 
WAIT. SOURCE'S HAND DRAWN MEMORY SKETCH WITH GOOD 
DETAIL WILL BE FORWARDED TO CDR JCRC AND VO-PW 
SEPARATELY. 
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8. COMMENT: SOURCE RELATED HIS- INFORMATION IN A 
LOGICAL MANNER WITH NO REQUESTS FOR REWARD OR 
ASSISTANCE. SOURCE HAD IN HIS POSSESSION A RE-ED 
RELEASE PAPER INDICATING THAT HE WAS RELEASED FROM THU 
DUC RE-ED CAMP ON 18 JAN 82. SOURCE'S RELEASE PAPER WAS 
SIGNED BY OOAN MACH (DOOANF MACHJ). SOURCE CLAIMED TO 
HAVE ATTENDED THE ALLIED INFANTRY COMMAND OFFICER COURSE 
AND THE ALLIED INFANTRY MOTOR OFFICER COURSE AT FT 
BENNING., GA DURING 1957. SOURCE . HAD A LETTER FROM FT 
ENNING VERIFYING HIS ATTENDANCE. SOURCE'S LETTER OF 
VERlFICATION WAS DATED 17 AUG 87. SOURCE CLAIMED TO BE 
A GRADUATE OF NATIONAL MILITARY ACADEMY CLASS 12. 
SOURCE IS LISTED ON PAGE 165 OF THE ARVN OFFICER'S 
REGISTER. 
BT 
#5206 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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~ II" \1 o~~~v~~~o~~~mN COPY NUMBER--~-~-~ 'I! 

ZYUW RUEAIIA7783 0550801 .·~--~ooR OPENED ONTO A TWO METER WIDE ENCLOSURE ~ERE THERE WAS A l :\1

1

. i:-:.- ROUTINE 
R 'An74R7 HR 88 

TO DIA//VO-PW/WICK TOURISON 

SUBJECT: AllEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 
CAMP 

1. PER DISCUSSIONS WIT~ nTA/VO-PV ANAIV~T~ RRANr.H r.HtrF 
WE ARE FORWARDING INFORM~ linN I) .AT -'1 
FRCJ4 PROBABlE FABRICATOR rS: C.. 

2. BEGINNING OF REPORT: SUMMARY: THREE TIMES--IN ABOUT 
JUNE 1985, JULY AND SEPTEMBER 1986, RESPECTIVELY--THREE OR FOUR 
PRISONERS WERE DROPPED OFF AT NIGHT IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT 
AREA Of zor~E l-1 AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP, YEN LAP DISTRICT, 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. THE PRISONERS, FEATURES NOT SEEN, WERE MUCH 
TAllER THAN THEIR ESCORTS. THEY WERE CONFINED TO A REMOTE 
SPECIAL DETENTION CELL IN K-1 THAT WAS NOT OTHERWISE USED. THE 
CHIEF MEDIC AT ZONE K-1 SAID THE PRISONERS WERE FOREIGNERS BUT 
DID NOT ElABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IDENTITY. WHILE THE 
SPECIAL PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 1985, MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED AND AN UNIDENTIFIED VICE 
CHAIRMAN Of THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 
1985. THE CAMP HAD AN ADDITIONAL ZONE, ZONE K-2, ABOUT TWO 
Kllo-IETERS AWAY FR~ ZONE K-1. EIGHT KilOMETERS BEFORE 
ARRIVING AT K-1, THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES THAT FORMED THANH 
HA REEDUCATION CAMP. ' 

3. TEXT: THREE TIMES-- IN ABOUT JUNE -1985, JULY AND 
SEPTEMBER 1986, RESPECTIVELY--A REMOTE CONFINEMENT CELL IN ZONE 

4 

K-1 OF TAN lAP REEDUCATION CAMr, YEN lAP DISTRICT, VINH PHU 
PROVINCE, WAS ORDERED CLEANED. A SOVIET wUWATTw AND A JAPANESE ~ 
TOYOTA DROPPED OFF THREE OR FOUR PRISONERS IN THE SPECIAL 
CONFINEMENT AREA ONE OR TWO NIGHTS LATER. THE SUPERINTENDENT 
(GIAM THI), MANAGER (TRUC TRAI), AND PERSONNEl OFFICER OF ZONE 
K-1 ESCORTED THE PRISONERS TO THE CELL. EACH PRISONER CARRIED 
A FAIRLY BULKY BAG, ASSUMED TO CONTAIN ClOTHING AND SLEEPING 
GEAR. THE PRISONERS WERE MUCH TALLER THAN THEIR ESCORTS WHO 
CARRIED FlASHLIGHTS AND AN OIL LAMP. THE FEATURES OF THE 
PRISONERS, HOWEVER, COULD NOT BE SEEN. FOR ABOUT ONE WEEK 
SPECIAL FOOD WAS BROUGHT TWICE A DAY IN TWO COVERED 20-LITER 
CONTAINERS FROM OUTSIDE ZONE K-1 TO THE CEll WHEN THE OTHER 
CAMP DETAINEES WERE WORKING IN THE FIELDS. WHilE THE SPECIAL 
PRISONERS WERE AT K-1 IN JUNE 1985, MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BO 
NOI VU-BNV) GENERAL PHAN LONG VISITED IT AND AN UNIDENTIFIED 
VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS VISITED IN SEPTEMBER 
1986, EACH TIME FOR ABOUT TWO HOURS. ONE ADDITIONAl GUARD WAS 
POSTED IN THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT AREA FOR THE WHOLE WEEK. THE 
GUARDS WERE CHANGED EVERY TWO OOURS. 

4. DURING THE FOllOWING DAYS. THE CHIEF MtDIC AT ZONE 
K-1, SECOND LIEUTENANT ,.; ll.M t! SAID THE PRISONERS WERE 
FOREIGNERS BUT DID NOT ELABORATE ON THEIR NUMBER OR IOEtiTIH. 
~~(COMPlAINED THAT HE DID NOT LIKE THEIR BEING AT THE CAMP 
BlCP.U3~ IT P.E~~if;~~ ~RE WOR~ TO CARE FOR AND WA7~H THEM. Qij 

THESE OCCASIONS, ~~~USUALLY ASKED FOR IMPORTED VITAMIN B-12, 
ANTIBIOTICS, SOM[ CTHER MEDICINE AND CANNED MILl VHEN HE WENT 
TO THE PRISONERS' CEll. . 

5. THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CELL WAS ABOUT SIX BY THREE 
METERS LARGE~ IT HAD A FIVE BY 2.2 BY 0.6 METERS CONCRETE 
PLATFORM AS A BED. IT DID NOT CONTAIN ANY FURNITURE OR OTHER 
ITEMS. IT WAS CLEANED AND SPRAYED BEFORE EACH USE. THERE WAS 
ONE DOOR AT EACH OF THE DIAGONALLY OPPOSITE CORNERS. THE REAR 

ACTION DIA/SPEC(lO) (H) , 

~TER BASIN AND A lATRINE. CIGARETTE BUTTS IN THE CEll WERE OF ~ 
A-BETTER BRAND THAN THOSE USED BY CAMP CADRE. THE CE!~ WAS ~~ 
lOCATED IN THE SOUTHWEST CORNER OF ZONE K-1. IT VAS UNOCCUPIED · il 
AND REMAINED lOCKED AT All OTHER TIMES. II. 

6. NEXT TO THE SPECIAL CONFINEMENT CEll VAS ANOTHER CELL ., 
FOR UNDISCIPLINED PEOPLE OR THOSE SUSPECTED OF ATTEMPTING TO :1 
ESCAPE. THESE PEOPLE WERE CONFINED FOR A MAXIMUM OF SEVEN TO i 
TEN DAYS. THERE· WAS A THIRD CELL IN THE AREA USED TO DETAIN ·~ 
PRISONERS WHO WERE STRONG-ARM HEN OR FOREMEN OVER OTHER t i 
INMATES. THIS AREA, LIKE THE AREA OF THE OTHER,~ DETAINMENT 
CELLS, WAS SURROUNDED BY HIGH BRICK WALLS. EACH~REA HAD ONE 
GATE OPENING INTO THE CENTRAL YARD OF THE CAMP ~.THERE VAS ONE .1!" . I 
GATE BETWEEN, THE TWO AREAS: [-~ / f 

'7. 7. THE CADRE OF K-1 INCLUDED: . ·. ~ 1 
' 

A. (FNU) NAM. BNV SENIOR CAPTAIN;· -soRN ABOUT 1945 
IN HAl HUNG PROVINCE. HE VAS ABOUT 1.65 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED 60 KILOGRAMS (KGS). HE OFTEN YELLED BUT WAS NOT 
BRUTAL. HE WAS DEPUTY OF THANH HA REEDUCATIQN CAMP BEFORE HIS 
ASSIGNMENT AS SUPERINTENDENT OF ZONE K-1 AflfAN LAP. 

... J "'\ ~ 

B. (FNU) CHI, NICKNAMED THE O~p:WQMAN (BA GIA), BNV t 
FIR~T liEUiEriANT, iiOflN ABOUT 1952 IN NAM DINH •. HA NAM NINH i 
PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.62 METERS TALL AND WEIGHED 50 KGS. I 
HE WAS THE K-1 PERSONNEL OFFICER. HE HAD A QUIET BUT SHREWD r 
CHARACTER. [ 

C. (FNU) NGUYET, BNV SECOND LIEUTENANT, BORN ABOUT j 
1960 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE WAS ABOUT 1.55 METERS TALL AND 
WEIGHED .17 "KGS. HE HAD A BRUTAL AND CUNNING CHARACTER. 

. D. CUOC, BORN ABOUT 1955 IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. HE 
PRACTICED ACUPUNCTURE IN ADDITION TO GENERAL MEDICINE. All THE 
A~OVE CADRE ACCEPTED BRIBES. 

8. AS OF LATE 1986, ZONE K-1 AlSO HAD 16 
INSTRUCTORS/POLITICAL WARDENS AND 35 ARMED GUARDS TO CONTROL 
SOME 1,200 CRIMINALS FROM NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE PRISONERS WERE 
LOCKED AT NIGHT IN TWELVE 40 BY SIX BY FOUR METER BUILDINGS. 
IN LATE 1984 OR EARLY 1985 All PRISONERS FROM SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WERE MOVED FROM TAN lAP, REPORTEDLY TO NAM HA, HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. ONE OF THE lAST SOUTHERNERS TO GO WAS DOCTOR (FNU) 

· HAN, BORt~ ABOUT 1933. HE HAD BEEN A MAJOR IN THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE ARMY. 

·I 
SUBJECT: AllEGED FOREIGN PRISONERS AT TAN LAP REEDUCATION 

CAMP 

9. TAN LAP CAMP IS ABOUT 30 KILOMETERS SOUTHWEST OF AM 
THUONG TRAIN STATION, THE ONE BEFORE YEN BAI (VK 8799) WHEN 
COMING FROM HANOI. IT CONTAINED AN ADDITIONAL ZONE, ZONE K-2, 
ABOUT TWO KILOMETERS AWAY FROM ZONE' K-1. EIGHT KILOMETERS 
BEFORE ARRIVING AT K-1, THERE WERE THREE OTHER ZONES--l-3, K-4 
AND K-5--THAT FORMED THANH HA REEDUCATION CAMP. DETAILS OF 
T~~E ZONL~ WERE NOT K~JWN. PRISONER~ Ai TAN LAP rROD~CED 
RICE, ~EGETABLES, U!MBER, ANl' SRICKS AND UNDERWENT HARSH 
TREATH£NT SIMILAR TO THAT AT ANY OTHER CAMP. 

10. t COMMENT: THE REFUGEE CLAIMED THAT AFTER BEING 
SENT TO TAN LAP, HE BRIBED CHI AND CUOC MONTHLY ALONG WITH iHE 
OTHER CADRE. IN RETURN HE WAS MADE A~MEDICAL HELPER, WAS 
NOT FORCED TO WORK IN THE FIELDS AND LIVED IN THE DISPENSARY 
WHERE HE COULD OBSERVE THE ARRIVAl OF SPECIAL PRISONERS AT 
NIGHT. HE DID NOl KNOW HOW OR WHEN THE PRISOtlERS WERE TAKEN 
AWAY.) . 

'l t I 
H! 
r II 
I ·I lt 

I
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r- OJCS INFORMATION 
SERVICE CENTER 

11. I C()1~1ENT: ~OIIRt:E IS \ 5 C.... BORN S.D 
~I) HE WAS ARRESTED IN 1979 AND. 

1984 FOR ORGAR"IZUir. TI-IF' nF'PARTIIRr OF R~FUGEES. ONE OF HIS 
CO-ORGANIZERS WAS )IAMG AND THE CHILDREN OF s·c. 
LEFT VIETNAM AND RESETTLED IN 5 p THEY SENT GIFTS 
TO ~~ 1$ WIFE WHO, IN TURN, GAVE THEM TO HIM TO BRIBE VARIOUS 
OFFICIALS. 5C... ESCAPED FR()C TAN LAP, RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
AND ONE YEAH LATER LEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 19A7. HF ARRIVED 
IN HONG KONG ON 1 S 0 BOAT NUMBER s; D REFUGEE 
NUMBER _51) HElliNG CHAU CAMP.) END Of REPORT . 

.. 
1Z. THE BIOGRAPHICS ON SC. IS AS FOLLOWS: 5C. 

CLAIMED THAT AFTER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOl HE ENTERED TilE 
CONSTRUCTION BUSINESS AND LATER BECAME A CONTRACT~A IN 1979 
HE CONSPIRED WITH SQotE SINO-VIETNAMESE, INCLUDING ~~CJO 
ORGANIZE THE FLOW OF REFUGEES TO HONG KONG. AFTERJWiANO 
£C.'s CHilDREN LEFT, S C lAS ARRESTED AND JAILED IN TRAN 
rnu rHISON, HAIPHONG CITY. HE OBTAINED HIS RELEASE THROUGH 
BRIBES. IN 1984 ~<: AGAIN ORGANIZED REFUGEE DEPARTURES. HE 
VAS ARRESTED AGAIN, ~tNTENCED TO FIVE YEARS HARD LABOR AND 
JAILED IN HOA LO PRISON, HANOI. LATER HE WAS SENT TO l-1 AT 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP. HIS VIFE, WHO REGULARLY RECEIVED 
GIFTS FROM THEIR CHILDREN IN GREAT BRITAIN, BRIBED MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR FIRST LIEUTENANTS CHI AND CUOC, AS"WELL AS OTHER-TAN 
LAP CADRE, SO THAT ·sc. :IOULD BE MADE A MEDICAL HELPER. AFTER 
18 MONTHS, HE WAS ALLUWlU TO WORK AND SPEND THE NIGHT OUTSIDE 
THE CAMP. HE THEN CULTIVATED GOOD RELATIONS WITH A1AHt WHO 
LIVED ABOUT TWO UL()otETERS FR()t l-1 GATE. WITH tJIIt-!~ 
ASSISTANCE, HE MANAGED HIS ESCAPE AND RETURNED TO HAIPHONG 
WHERE HE BRIBED PUBLIC SECURITY CADRE IN ORDER TO AVOID 
ARREST. HE lEFT VIETNAM ON 04 OCTOBER 1987. HE ARRIVED HONG 
KONG ON .5 T) BOAT NUMBER S]) REFUGEE NUMBER 
SP 

13. SC- SAID REF INFO CAN BE CHECKED WITH HOA AND CUOC 
IF SOMEONE WOULD TALK TO THEI't IN' ~C :$. NAME, GIVING THEM 
SPECIAl GIFTS. THE BEST GIFT FOR CUOC t.'OULD BE A GOOD SET OF 
ACUPUNCTURE NEEDlES . ../,t,..; IS FR()1 A VIETNAMES E ETHNIC MINORITY 
GROUP, MARRIED WITH :fwu I HNAGE CHILDREN. HIS OLD MOTHER AND 
HIS BROTHER liVED WITH HIM. 

14. A MAP OF K-1 ZONE OF TAN lAP REEDUCATION CAMP, DRAWN 
BY ~ IS BEING TRANSMITTED TO US AND WE WILL FORWARD IT TO 
YOU WHEN RECEIVED. 

j 

COPY 

•·· 
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· Dang chi can bO qu'an glao din ·P,V.-0 tr~l.,. anh lAm gl o~ eM 
m(ll lhanh ~l~n v~o phong t61 Oang t~o ~nh. · 
,..r: .1 Oc;7l, r~l aang chi d6lul rB ngofll. Jlba-Ngoll.l hqa t(lp, tuAn theo 
:11ort~ pbbng chl.c6 tOI vA anb thanh nOl quy cuB ·trl)l, \61 lao a~ng lr 
niGn nq. Anh ta con tr~. dB tr4na, . CSOl dn xulft mau trl)ng ltc. ng~. 
rr!lc: Ao len cb l9 mlu tr4ng, Ao btu- · ldloal, sAn. 'tol c6 gAng lao dOng. 
do.1g ,cl> ila, qulin sl, chA.n dl d~p · cAl "tto va sa\l CS6 duqc: tAo trl)l 
nhva. CuOc phOng v4n cuB tl>l du11a · vl&l , nhllt trl a~ nghl l~n ban 

. b!t dllu ngay t . . . · - . gilim·· tbl vA dn' . ~ cho . t.6l lAm 
-T6l la ph6ng vl~n bAo Ti~n CSOl truang dOl dn xu~t mau, T61 

Phong. Tol mu6n . hot chuy~n anh. 1,1 m6'l auqc: tham gia vllo tb nh~o 
Anll c6 bi~t bao Ti~n Phong ch\.r .? cua tril · 

-Thua co bil!t. a tr~l nay hlng , . ~ 
ngay chung tot duqc dQc bao Nhln . 1.:·' .-Den. tr~l. 11nh nh~n duqc: 
DAn.. bao Ti~n Phong va de bAo nhu~g Cl) dung gl 7. ' • 
kbac. · Hoa-Ngoat qull.n ao CUB mlnh, 

-Anh ten lA gl ?-t61 h6L - t6l C1a duqc c~p quhn · Ao, chAn 
-'1'61 Ia Nguy~n Quy . Hba. mim, Jta phbng giJt. T'nAng mM 
CuOc ph6ng v«n glua t.61 (P.V:) . nguol duqc c~p gl~y. _phong bl 

vA anh ta (Hoa) tl~))t~c. . · :va .tem C1~ vl~t .~hu cho gla CSinh. 
P.V.- Anb c6 th~ n61 qua v! gla . P.V.~Anh th~y dol s6ng b trt~ol 

CSlnh vA bAn t.flAn 7 . · · . '· . · _"·Ul~ ··nao? . 
HOa -B6 t6l lAm dOl trubng mOt Hoa-PhiU vao tril tb trung 

dOl xe, 'm~ ban hang m~u djch, cs~u · . cal ~o lA kh)) rbl, la m~t t\1 do 
<U v~ huu. Trong gia CSinh, t61 ~L Nhung phiU n61 dol s6n& tinh 
la con Olu, oa em di c11 lAm,· mOt thlln b trtl nay la -d~ chju, c6 loa 
em dm <!ang di hc)c. . ·tl'uy~n U<nnh, sach bflo, c6 de: 

PhOng· vantr~ivien 
.. jl' . 

P.V.-Anh 11\ nguai Ha NOi t 
lloa-Ving, a ngo·2 L~ Vln Huu .. 
P.V.- Anh aa den 25 tub!?-, 
Hoa-26 tu"t.l... . 
P.V.-Anh Clr n6i tii!p CU. 

. lloa ..;... Tol hQc a truang Lj Til 
Tr9ng <!~n Mt Urp 7 thl thO! hqc vll 
xin di lam. Nam ·1971 tl>l ~n vao 
hqc ·ngh~ lap .18 . .thang thu9c cong 
ty· di~n nuac nhung theo hQC duqc 

dQi th~ thao, vln ngh~. tub 
duQ'c. xero tl-vl ba t6i. T61 hOm 
qua chung tl>l vira CSuqc xem bO 
phim •Con m~o nl}ung•. An thl 
con thl~u th6n rihung ngoat phhn 
Nha nuac: cho, tr~l da tv san 
xu4t th~n luang thl,l"c, th11c phl\m 

· c:ho trfi vi~n. ' 
P.V.-O trfl anh vln Ouqc <1~ 

t6c. nhu v~y?. 
ba thang thlly chan nen bb. TOt xln -

. vlio lAm lr hqp t.Ac xi dep nl11,1"B . lloa-Ccin. b(l khong bAt dt •cUB• 
Thanh Blnb r?:ll lfl bb qua lAm· b ·: · nhung i:ung kh6ng duqc d~ d31. 
hVP tac xi dep l'lh\.ra Hi~n Luang Cl1l~c · tOug-da cuB trfl m6i bj 
<!~ri nlm ·1979 thl bAt dlu htr hOng... .: Mng n!n t61 <1~ t6c th~ nay cung-

P.V.-Tbeo anh thl do dAu? c6 phln ·thus. dung quy · CSjnh. 
Hoa-B,n. · ·· . ..; 
P.V.-B~n du chu,! . · . . . 
Hoa-Dimg the ~- Nhung · CSua btn 

nhu NgQC chua X!! may, Mlu nhA .. 
buOn. ban qulin ao cil, Quang · •tau• . · 
{gqi · th~ vl Quang nhay tAu glol) 
1·u r~ nhau in chai, dua· <!ol ·r&l 
hu.hOng.. · 

P.'\'.-Anh dA can an !lin nao ~hua? 
Hoa-Dl m~t !lin... (<!liu Hoa hol 

cui xu6ng vii giqng nh6 dl). NAm 
. 1979 to! CSil cung vai NgQC phf.lm tOl 
danh nhau va xam phfl'l'1 tAl dn rleng 
cua rong d~n. Sau M lfl cung val 
Mil\h gi~t c1tJng hl) ;, cua r~p chl~u . 
b6ng, rot bi bAt. Toa. An qu~n Hal 
BA xu ph{ll hal nlm tu til thang 
'7-1979 Mn thang 7-1981 thl CSuqc 
v~.. . 

P.V.-The lh.n nay ? 

ma-v;! nhl~ tlll d~~ b v6i ba' b · 
Thu 1.-t duqc sau tbflng ·y!n tn. 
Tol chua c:O vi~c h\rn vA cung chua 
nMp CSvqc M tjch. Dang luc tAm 
tr,ng butn bi thl nhung 0\ra b~n 

, cil lil rten. H9 nhi~u . quhn io di~n 
,/

1
' ·con mlnh thl chAng c6 gl. H9 mlrl 

E 
~ 

Nhvng lhanh nien m1l" cAl qui\ ngAn ::; 
tr6ng n6 cung th~ naa. 4y. 

P,V,-Nhu ov~y. da cAn b~ qulm 
gl6o va b~o v~ ciine khOng khAt 
khe v6'1 c6c anh ?. . 
Hba-D~. C~n' b~ r't nchi~m 

nhung CS61 xu vol 1phf.lm ithfm vA 
trfi vlen r.llt nhAn· CSQo, c6 tlnh 
nguoL AI eM tf,lo t6t thl <!uqc 
thubng, a1 phi\ phach thl bj kt 
lu~t nhung kMng · bl CS61 xu thO 
b~o. Cblnh t1i~u nay CSi giup cho 
tral · vl~n tin b chlnh s<ich v~ c6 
g!.ng cal t~o .mlnh. 

P.V.-Anh c6 hie nao nay rs.- y 
ngtlt b6 tl'6n? · -

Hba.....::u t~ ciing c6 ngual bb 
tr6n nhung trvoc sau <!~u bj b£t 
trb 1\11 vii nhu v~y tOi cang n~ng 
bon. 
P:V.-\'~y anb co nguy~n v9ng 

&I? ·. • 
Hoa-Tol CSll tr6t sa vao con 

CSuang t~l 1111.' Gia Ml h~n ciing 
CSa mu(m. Thu th~t · c6 1\Jc tal 
cilng lo thai gian ell t\lo bj Mo 
dill. To! nght pbal quy~ tAm lao 
d~ng cal t:)o . minh, mong Ouqc 
hubng sv khoan hllng d~ sau ba 
n!m .duqc trb v~ gia dlnh, Jal'n 
ngual cong .dan lllang thl~n va 
xlly d\.rng gia dinh rieng . 

~ 

• dil mlnh miil thl den Juc nio d6 · 
":~lnh phat csat 1,1. n~ Ja. t6t 1,1 
cung Ngqc · pham vao tql cil. TOI 
bi bAt vA lln "nay phll t•p trun~ 
ell too ba nlm b trfl nay. . ..... . . :·· 

Dan nh9c cua tr9i vien phan t,r9i K J Tan L9p· -i 
·. .:···Anh: MAl NAM 

I . 

:·.').i' 



··\®·:··: .. ·::· Di'a,·tr,·,,inm;~uacmotcll·~~~:·~~-.,-· ~--~~--- y:._ ;·G·.· ··,~1···f1TRAICA~ I: TA .. OTA~ NL.·A·-, .. 9···:, • . tOI ll dAy tuante ceo, chlnJf · • . , . . ,• . -~ . . 
•. ~ .... .- dlly th~p cal, c6 chbi. gee. Bual. ··: · . · · : . · · · . . . · · l · · · 

·.!: ' song mun <lOne mi~n \rung du . · . . . . . ·. e . e . . • .• 
· · dlil ~ vAng v~. gl6 th~i lonh c6nc 
: , toy. CAnh cang ·sAt ma ra, chunc. tOi · c. · · · . · . . · . ' . 

vil~g~~-t~~~~ilt;:~~:~wi O~u ~eo: G ac :trQr· __ VI~n ·.s6ng nhu.the··na.o.?· ·. Thi~u t6 B~l Vl\n Chl~u. _gi6m \hi· :· ..• : .. 
trol TAn LOP huang dAn chime tol· 01 .. 8 Ch • _, ·· : · . · ·· ·· · · • . h - h 

. \hAmtrol, itO\ Clllu:· . . Je..l"'\ s· ... 1 cOng an- ngU'~I· qu.t..n ··gJa' 0 n a' S' ,._ ·_p ~. . - MOt trei vlen \r6- cham . s6c ; . ·. I I . . . . . u . a. ·.. . I \,.1 u I I I 
-;:..; nl'lil'nl lu6ng hoa nlly. NhO anh ·ta a ·. · · . . · . 

. NgQC Hll, ten than\· mana cho anh ho~ · 0 N h ,., · cl .... ·. ~ _.f oJ •· • • ..-

. &iiSn~. Th~ ll bGn mua trel chung· tO I ·· . · . (r n g V a.n · e 0 at •>-f a · · ·· 
· ·· c6 du c6c lool hoa. · ··. · . .·. · • · 

NCSI Ui!p vuan hoa ll nhilnl[ ·vuan ... 

·::,.'·r··,,: 

. . 
•.J.! 

OltUTJU 

·rau xanh , nhO'n& cAy au <Iii, rjJng: · • ·· · ·· · · 
chu61 ... "Ben tr6i chiang tOIIl lon xc; ti~n .bO.".nMt thl mOt mlnh vAo _rl)ng ... <Iii ve huu. Chling.tOI mu6n·bll5t Kh&nh ··.buM onu· <II g{\\, cAy em llm. cOng 
ben phill tb \hf1 mOe 06ng Ob, 1ieii'06 .hill cill,.chan t.rAu khOniJ clln <II theo.. .nhOn xet nhu thiS .do va. eill nal via · .ch6or k~m al, Vllo trel· m61 nguai 

,;_ •. ll nhil rtn tU!n!C bua d$p trcn de chi . cant\." de· .. ~· ··. · . nhiing nauai.Clane dm .. &ilt .. anh ........ Clu11c linh mOt bO.quiln ao. chAn·. man.- · 
chllt. . . . . . .· .. Chuna tOI b$l ·th6t. len :. . ..:... Em len · tr!ti th6ng 5-tg82. Vito · 11hung em xln pMp i1u11c. nam. chi~c · 

Lol qua mOt IAn tu~n.:. ChllniJ \61 ·· :·. _:Nhil tl\ ·nhu ... tM nlty Uti rOna "rill troi. _em Clllf1C hQC nOI quy,·.ky luOtcua. milln vii (!up chii!c .. cMn do gla Cllnh 
<lrt \tu~c hAn vilo khu nha a cua rile- quit .... ·. . · trot. l_ilm ·biln khal. nhling· .. vlec du .. · glii v.ilo chO... . . . •. . . 
troi vlen. Tuanll que"t vOI trAng, clio . . _;_, VAng.:..:-mot tr~ng nhll'ng chll!n Sl mlnh <lA lAm nioAi "xii 'hOI vil hull cam.·. . - K~ cho thi nghe Cl,l tM. c6 llln .. 
si• c6 chAn song. · Nhun·g trucic mbi c:Ong ·an:. tr~. tuai lrn l~i."-R4t r(lng k~t tl:n,rc hi en Clung-bCSn Ueu·cbuAn. cue nao, anh bi milnJC mil. donh ~OP 'Z. · 
nhi• .. Cl~u cO vuan hoe. ·Tren.tuung Ia rAI, hi~u theo c:8 nghia C\1 tha va nghia n~uoi trel vi lin. D6. ll nhOn rO tO I lo i. - Llln Cliiu tii!n pnem tOi; thu thvc., . 
nhieu Ap phlch <tep. Vh nhlinl khllu ·· friru tir11ng,·sinh <lOng cuo tit nhy. · . cua mlnh villlll!p t1,1c p.Mt aiAc dling . ·chi nr:he hai chii nhill tu Iii em CIA thAY . 

• · hleu mill chi a <JOy mal c6: • t>bm · TOI ch17l nhu lol Y kicn cue nguai bon c6n a b~n ngoili _; chju kh6 · hoc khung khicp. Nhung khi Cl_oan xe C'lla 
. n~hl dl~u hoy, n~:lly 111m viec t6t •• nilo .(16, truac khi tai ClAy : - Sno toi t(ip chinh trl : tich eve lnG <lOng de chilng em tit HooLo qua cliu· Long aien 
• SocO. bu0nl(, CICil t.;~;~l a, • Thl due nhu th~ Clll(fC 7 HQ CIA g6y ra 161 111m cai leo t6l va thvr hien "diiy <lu nOi thl trong so nguc7i (18 nhi!u IAn can an,. 
siln JtuAI n6nJC caG <lai s6n 11 trol vl~n •• phal bat ho_chiil hinh Phet nong chir I • quy. cua .trel. reo : Tiln L~p rui 1 Den dAy, em m6'i 

Dillllt rhl cOniiiiR hucing 16n chung ··Thi~u til· Chlcu cual hil!n hOu n6i i Hien em a d0i nOng-.nghlep, .~m hicu th~ nilo Ill mOt lroi cill'leo.·. 
tOI Ucp li,IC Riai thl¢u : - N~:oy a tronc nganh. Chung 101 mu6n ba nam u trul. s~ hoc dllf1C mot • . ) . 

- DAy Ill nal· tl)p ·trunc l)hil·n«. ciing.cOn mOl so il n~uai .quon ni(:m ngh~ gi o6y cllo phu ''""· Nlwnr (Xem t1/p trang 2 
n::uoi An nOnll va nhil'n11 troi vien dil chua aung. Nhun4 truiJc hcl xin mcii 
d:\n nhllt, nhiln~t • (lliu l(liu • nhu lien.:· cac CIOn~ chi lum qucn v()'i cue trQi 
llln" 110 \huang gQi, chi nhlin~ toy anh vien. 80Y. s6 nliy lil thnnh nien. 
chi c:llm (1/lu cfac • bllng • cuap" ci1c Chung tOI ngoi hul chuyCn Ll: Quoc 
• hOI • ldn l(ll. C1ic atmiC chi vita Khonh, pho Ly Nom U~ 21 tulli. l<luinh 
thAy hQ aung trGntc ruu lronJ: kim troi. lre mllng, da lrAng, m6 tron. COu hQc 
C6n nhORII ngual khUc, dllqc·ro. Jlmt · sinh lap 10 nhln lho6nK bii!l. IIi rut 

.a n~Xoli Cll>ng,·ICn nuan11 hoi chC, ai nchich. Ditl'lai phiii cuo Khllnh dill 
lam th11 m()C, thl1 xdy, n4uJ.!D,h <.\Au mOt 16 tr6n (<I~ <leo khuyen 7>. Mq 
h1!~"~- nhu xulil khAu, Nlillnll nrual Kh6nh Ia mOt b6c sl, cOn bCS Ill can bO 

I 

.. ---
a 

• f J. 
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(T/Ip IA,o lrGnf 1) 
n.)t bi(t Ill cftc c6n h0 cline 

''"· ria c6 tlnh ncubi. tllu 
hh cic ''" bO d~u lrt. lit• 
111~i lhunh nifn nhf1 en' c •• 
NhiC" l€1c om Lull c\lp cint\ 
c/ullJ(p n~:bi tiUu bb.nAI chuyCn 
j>hU llhuOnc IIU NOI ,·ol trtl 
vitn. C:inh ciu: c6n bO cUnc 
chUn:: ~em tranh nhau mo' 
quU b6n• tre:• sAn c:6 ••. Em 
chi cU mOtS' n;hl: ytn t6m, 
lhdnh th11c 1na c.·il ''''· .. · 
~nh Tr6n Dinh Lltn. hie 

IJinh, 24 lu61, nhA (J Kim 
l.idn, c6 11tn 6n, tlln sv. dl 
(J lrti I, lrol 81 Sao dfn TID 
LOP. c6 nhllu lifn bO ntn anh 
Ouqc trtl •ltn phln lrtl Kl 
•ily blu ll lhul>na trvc thl 
ctue." 

Lien kl cho cMnal61 n'ho: 
- C6c lrol vltn tv bilL ra 

nhbm lruon&, d~l 1ruon1 •• 
cAc ban \·In h6a. thl due .•• 
ci:o mlnh. 1\161 nlm mOl lln 
chun1 101 hqp dol hOI de 

. lrOi vltn bin boc. lhOn& qua 
cioc chi lieu loo ~Onasln xuU 
vb blu lol ban thul>nr lrvc. 
lhi dua. Ban lhul>nl trvc lhl 
Guo c6 nhiCm vv h•n1 na•y 
k l~•n Ira nh4c nh6 on~ era 
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SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05804 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: . IR 6 024 0255 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0255 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 TO 8205 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
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DOI: 780700-820500. 

SOURCE: '-5 C/ /SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7807 - 8205. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 78 TO 
MAY 82. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS 
LOCATED ABOUT 10 KM FROM THE AM TRUONG RAILWAY STATION IN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE AREA~ NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS CAPT ((CAO)) BA DAU 
COMMANDED SUB-CAMP K-4 AND CAPT ((HAN)) TRI TRACH WAS HIS 
DEPUTY. ((LNU)) PHU WAS THE INMATE MANAGEMENT CADRE FOR 
SOURCE'S UNIT. THERE .WERE ABOUT 60 PERSONNEL GUARDING 
AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. POPULATION OF THE K-4 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 400 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-4 WAS SURROUNDED 
BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT 2.5 METERS TALL. GUARD 
TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE TWO LONG DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 5 BY 80 
METERS MADE OF WATTLE WITH THATCHED ROOFS, A MEETING 
HOUSE, INMATE KITCHEN, DISPENSARY/EMULATION HOUSE, 
SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSE, AND A LATRINE BUILDING. ACROSS 
FROM THE MAIN GATE WAS THE CADRE COMPOUND CONTAINING SUB­
CAMP ADMINISTRATION OFFICES, CADRE HOUSING AND MESSING 
FACILITIES, WAREHOUSES, CADRE MEETING HOUSE AND FISH 
PONDS. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN CONSTRUCTION, CARPENTRY, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, 
BRICK MAKING, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DETAILS. 
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5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 WAKE UP MUSTER, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
0600 BREAKFAST 
0620 ASSEMBLE, . RECEIVE WORK ASSIGNMENTS 
0700 COMMENCE LABOR 
1130 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
1330 CONT.INUE LABOR 
1730 RETURN TO CAMP 
1800 SUPPER. · 
1830 MUSTER, LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
6. ., INMATE POPULATION. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW 
INMATES WERE RECALLED. 

MAJ (VNAF) ((NGUYEN)) VAN TRUONG, HELO COMPANY COMMANDER 
CAPT· ((THAN)) MANH HOANG, INF COMPANY COMMANDER 
MAJ ((HO}} SI HOE, G-1, 5TH INF DIV 

7. . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL PO.PULATION. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 
ASKED FOR NO FAVORS-

2. IN JULY 1977 RIGHT AFTER SOURCE WAS 
TRANSFERRED FROM SUOI .MAU TO T2, LT1, HOANG LIEN SON, HE 
SAW AN ALLEGED AMERICAN ABOUT 30 YOA. HE AND OTHER 
FELLOW INMATES WERE TOLD BY CAMP CADRE THAT THAT 
INDIVIDUAL WAS FORMERLY AN AMERICAN PW WHO VOLUNTEERED TO 
REMAIN IN VIET NAM FOLLOWING THE 197~PRISONER EXCHANGE. 
SOURCE RECALLED NOT OTHER DETAILS OF THAT ALLEGED 
AMERICAN, BUT COMMENTED THAT HIS PRESENCE WAS COMMON 
KNOWLEDGE AMONG MOST OF THE HOANG LIEN SON INMATES. 

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 
MEMORY DRAWING , 1 PG, 1 CY- -
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A}. 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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:zcTRI • . 
RUEKJCS RUEADVW R~IIJCS RUEtJCS.RUHQHQA RUEAIIA 

iQBP RUEHKL RUIHHK 
RUIF.BK 15590101 030 ** 
. ccccc 
~00451Z JAN 90 CHR~E: 
USDAO BANGKOK THIIPW-MIAII APPRV: 
RUE!JCS I DIA WASHINGTON DCi RFTD: 

'0 RUIADWW I WHITEHOUSE WASHDCI/NSC DR XARL J~C~SON II 
~KJCS I SECDEF WASHDCIIOASD-ISAIPW-MIAII DISTR: 
:KJCS I JCS WASHDCIIJSIOJCS-PW-MIAII 
iQHQA I USCtNCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J2~~/J~IJ36II 
~AliA I CIA WASHDC, 
IQBPA I cnR JCRC BARBER~ PT HI 
·~P.KL I USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
~HH~ I USDLO HONG ~ONG 

ORGIN: 

·II:· ·-· 
"· 

0 

0 DAO 011:.'10190 
DAO:DM)ORE 
DAOtGESCEARCE:SMM 
DAO:JGMIKI 0 
CHRON DA03 AM1! 
DCM POL SA 
DATLO JCRC F.XIA 0 
OCR 

300451 JAii S0 

t. . . GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE OF TH I 
LOCATION OF TP.E CAMP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN VINH PRU 
PROVINCE. 

' 2 ••..... ORGANIZATION. TP.E CAMP WAS lRGANIZID INTO 
SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5, AND ~-7. 
tP.I CAMP VAS ADMINISTERED !Y THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
{PSS) OF THE MINISTRY Of INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 30 
PSS PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING K-4. TOTAL 
?OPULATION OF THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY 55~ INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. ~-~WAS SURROU~DED 
flY A l!AMBOO FF.N CE THEN. A BAR~ED VI RF. FENCE AS TF.E 0 UTER 
BARRIER. GUARD TOWERS WERt LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS 
AND AT THE MAIN G~TE. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE THREE 
DETENTION HOUSES ARRANGED IN A "u" SHAPE. tACH DETENTION 

0 HOUSE MEASURED ABOUT 5 BY ~0 METERS ANt WAS MAtE OF DIRT 
~ITH A THATCP.F.D ROOF. A LARGE MEF.TING HOUSE OCCUPIED THE 
MIDtLE OF !HE COMPOUND. INSIDE THf COMPOUND WERE ALSO 

SECTION 01 lF 02 BANGKOK THIIPW- r-5590 0 tHE INMATE KITCHEN, MEDICAL AID STATION, EMULATION HOUSE, 
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION AND LATRINES. OUTSIDE THE 
COMPOUND WERE CHIC~EN COOPS, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSF, 

:s IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

t rkt'~ /I IR'IIs' a24 0249 90 

lNTRY: VIETNAM. (VM) 

3J: IIR 6 024 0249 90IABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN TEE!-
lAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7707 TO 8101 

----~----~--~----------DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

770700-810100. 

lRCt., . ..Sc_... /SOURCE IS AN 
, BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
~ORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO WAS INCARCIRAT!D IN THE K-4 TAN 
> RIIDUCATION CAMP FROM 7707 - 8101. SOURCE 
~lABILITY PAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. . 

1MARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
lVIDES LIMITED INFlRMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
J PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-4 TAN LAP 
~DUCATION C~MP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM JUL 77 TO 
I 81. Et;CLOSURE. 

:T: 

. ~· ~ . G B 

. I 
j .~ 

300451 JAN 90 

-:--··1 r -~ -·· · ....... · 1 r~-r·· ---·-,· "l'l ! .. .I 

0 GENERATOR HOUSE, WAREHOUSE, CARPENTRY SHOP, AND CAMP 
ADMINISTRATION FACILITIES. 

0 4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS .BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LA!OR TASKS W~RI INVOLVED 

V WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AN~ GREEN 
VEGEtABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN CARPENTRY, BLACKSMITH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION 

c: DUTIES. 

(l 5. 

0s0e 
(; 

0600 
1200 

1; 1300 · 
1700 
1800 

,, 21 e0 

Cl 
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.. ·.: ... , 
I 

SCHEDULE. 

AWAKENED BY GONG, PERSONAL HYGIENE, EXERCISE, 
BREAKFAST 
COMMENCE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
CONTINUE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, ~ATHE, SUPPER 

.LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
SLEEP 

1 r "l r· 

~00451 JAN 90 

., , .... 

. I . 

t .· 

r·········. 
I 



l ~~: _ll,-l] h !l ! < j : . I ; : ; ,-., i j j 1,:. j_ fi _j· j ·1
1:. -l:.~,i- --! i. --i 1·-:- .tl~i f ?~l:jM,'J-ifjl-i~ :i .Jl~--i~1t:Jij+ :j{f~~l~=Rll~i~i~t 

i : i J
1 
llJ -

1

! -~i_ 1·
1
1 i i ! i ! '; n 1

1
: --~ L-

1
:-rt J -I-~ ·: ·_ .:r-·i~~T~~ ~1J:r,~ · __ ~i:rf-~--~j~ 41=jtl: J iT~- -=1~-lt-11 -- :J~f:JlHTP1~~ ::~- ~~~~-1, j., ! i·T -· I ·l! .; ·;. :- 1

1 -l l-~---J-l.; ~- ; ... j. !·ji':l .. --~-l-l-J--~--~---1'" ..... j~-+~- -+--J --- l-~-i-1-t·+-Li------:---: 
:!I-t II, l.i 1' ! i:! t I ~ •• 1::- ; : l 1--111 { j-11.,1' ·l I ,--i :+ -.-11 j j- ; 111_1_!_1_._- .. :·+-:·t-1""11' .-t· ·!'·!--: 1·-~-t+-:f-i I~-!--! 
11:--1 ·-FJ· 11:1 --: i:,:·:;!l t;ll-L··! ~i·;:J·r·j·~-: -l" :·~-~---,--- ·-·j·r:-,--,-li .. i ~:·; -;--r-i·r-r :·· 
l - ·t'·l'.l·j· :l L 1: t'! J .. : :I;:~:; 11 .. !.1'111--1-:Tt t' i i.; ;.; 1'1":':;1 ·i-l-t 11--·l! ... L .. !-.Lj. J.!~.l-1-j' 1-·1! l- !--l i-~-43-L~-----. . r . · · 1 • • 1 j , · 1 , 1 1 l 1 1 • , • • , 1 I 1 1 1 . • · . . 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

J
. ·jj·~-~- ·+:--ii·j:::: ii~i::1·,·- -,··1 --1' 1·1;1 :r·-n r 1 i ,-:-r---.-1 .. ,·!·--r,·-;-i·ii1-J'_j., -~-1 -i:.ri -·r·-,-r--+---; 
- .. -.. J--1· ..•. ' .. , ....•• l, ..... '·1--- --· l-"- -·--1 ·- .: ·t·i··j .. i. __ , r· ·1·1--~-,-·r- -·-+-1-·-t--J-- ~--·--·-·--- -·]·!-···-·- --i-1·-.....L- --

1

. --~--~- .... - ---- ;_] j ;.; .. : .! i ·-j ! l •.. ; 1.1. --1-~-1 - _

1 
.. l:J:_ 1_ 1

_ ~-~ -j-·•-1-~~ t·t· T i ~ ·i1 i-J-
1
.1. -~-{-.! L.l.. -t- ---- · .i -~ :-i-- -h-1-EI : ~ 

·- · t- - ·t·- -1 !--~ 1 ! · ;·r !·-1-ri-+i-~-~---1"· --r--~-~- --·---.---- 1~-~-~--i--1 --i--~-·11-----~ 1--1-t--,--.,-1-"--- -H---1-i-- -=!i-- ----~-1-t-1--t+j- +· ·---- -- ·-- -l' ·r 1'-1 j ·t 1 -1-- :---:-·r 1-:----:- --1--- ·-r-·- ---l·+· -+- ,··!- -i-+·1 -:---r~- _j_,_T·M-l~~-- t--t--1 ·t-1-- - -j-·r.+·j-.1.1 ·t-~-=r----c:u± r.-- ·t---- -----r- 1-,-T-:-·- H--t-,--+~-+ ]----·-- ----1-- -t- --+-~-·tl·t·.--·-L'----L;. __ .,__+---+· --;-T·t-t·-!- ·-t- ·-t-i-~1-~-+-- -f--W.-1-
:.--- ----~-- - ---·tJ~i--fr~~:~-~1-~++--1~t-+l-l-·:=,-=-=- =--t~r·· ---~~i:~=~~-~~--~~~ =i=~·::===t==t= :=~1=-Hj< · -g--~=i~-·r-r--. ---t4-
- -- -- --- -- ~~. +-!-+-t-J- j··+-1-t··f--:-1\_!_ -~- -~- __ !,_,_ -+-1-"---i-f-·- : - _,_ .... --+-ri_- ·-f-·-H- l·--r- +i-+ ; -+1--4.-

- ,___ ·j- --f-l- r-L -;--4--ft--4-- - ._ ---I- --l-1- __ ,_,__ _,_- - -t+ 
- . --~---- -Lt--J-- -l-tt1-±·,__,_ --t--·!-- __ , ___ - .. L,_~:I--'--1-- - ~--t--- '--1-f-r-- +.; 

-t-t-t-+-+-t-t--t-1H-~-+- -· - - 4t- --l--4 f.- .. - -H- -t-- _1; - . -1 -t--1-.f-
t-t-t-t-+-+-+-t-t-+-i·-i--+-lt-+~rf-t- - _: · + i - - -~ - - -•-'- - --- --- - ---- - -r-+- H· !-r->- - - -ff. 1 

:_ ;_i_ . I 1 '"'- ---' '! I I' ----- ·t..L -,;-- -- .. . . '+- - ff 
t-+-+--+-+ -+-+--4-+-1-+-+-+--+--+4~-r-r · ~:.:-- i --. -+i- -

+-+-+-+-+-+ ~: 7 f ,---~ I -- ·--- ! 
-+--4-+-H-+-+-+-i-t-t-t-+-+--+-+-t·~- I ~j:."' I i-fT 

--~ I 

·I 

.. 

.. - . p 
, .... -- [<.:~ -l. 

... ..:: .. 

. , 
lcb:: ) <' I 

--~-- k. 



':: 

) 
VZCZCTRI * 

) 
RR RUEKJCS RUEADWV RUEKJCS RUE!JCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA 
P.UHQBPA RUEHKL RUEHHK · 
DE RUfHn~ *5589/01 030 ** 

) H ~-e0450Z JA~ 90 CHRGE: 
- IM USDAO !ANGKOK TH//PV-MIA// APPRV1 

TO RUiKJCS / DIA WASHJ~GTON DC. RFTD: 
) INTO RUIADWV / WHITEHOUSE VASHDC//NSC DR KARl JAC~SON // 
- RUEKJCS / SECDET VASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// LISTR: 

RUIKJCS / JCS VASHDC//J5/0JCS-PV-MIA// 
) RUHQHQA / USCINCPAC F.~NOLULU HI//J2/J2~3/J3/J36// 

... RUEAIIA I CJ.l. VASHDC, 
RURQ~PA / CDR JCRC ~AR!~KS PT Hl 

") RUEHKL / USDAO KUALA L'JMPUP. 
.. RUfHHK / USDLO HONG !CONG 

BT 

OR~ IN: 

... ~ 

1. . . . GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAll CAMP SYSTEM HAS 
0 LOCATED IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINll PHU POOVINC! Nl:AR T~I · 

AM TRUONG RAILWAY STATION. 

() 2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ~RGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUM!ERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THF. CAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED !T THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 

DAO 01/:30/90 0 THE MINISTRY OF ~NTERIOR. THERE VERI ABOUT 30 PSS 
PERSONNEL GUARDrNG AND ADMINISTERIN~ K-4. TOTAL 
POPULATION Of THE CAMP VAS APPROXIMATELY se0 INMATFS. 

DAO: DMOORE 
DAO:GFSC~ARCt:SMM 
DAO:JGMI~I () 
CHRON DA03 AMB . 
DCM POL SA 
DATtO JCRC IX/A () OCR .. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE !-4 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 350 !Y 45~ Mf.TERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED !Y A !AMBOO FENCE A!OUT 2.5 METERS HIGH. , 
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. lNSID! 
THE COMPOUND WERE TRREE DETENTION HOUSES ARRANGED IN A 

. ) SECTION 01 ~F 02 !ANGKOK TF.//PW- 05589 

() "U" SHAPE. THEY WERE MADE OF WATTLE VITH THATCHED ROOFS. 
. A LARGE MEETING'HOUSE OCCUPIED THE MIDDLE OF THI 

COMPOUND. AN INMATE KITCHEN, A GUARD SHACK AND A WATER 
·~; CISTERN ALSO WERE LOCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND • 

.') 

(
~~IS IS A STONY ~EACH MESSAGE 

,) _-.-.,RIAL: llR 6 024 0248 90 

COUNTRY· VIETNAM (VM) 
' 

"<4~f·5UBJ: / i.AR' 6 024 0248 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN ~-4 
TAN LAP REtDUCATION CAMP ~ETWIEN 7800 AND 8004 

,) 

..... 
.i 

J DEPARTMENT-Of DEFENSE 

.) tO I: 780000-800400. 

) 
SOURCE: 6L_ ·SOURCE IS AN 
ODP !EN!FlCIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM'AND 

) A FORMER NATIONAL POLICI CAPTAIN WHO VAS INCARCERATED IN ·- (~E K-4 TAN LAP R'!:IDUCATION CAMP FROM 7800 -8004. SOURCE 
.IA!ILITY HAS NOT BEIN ESTABLISHED. 

) ~ . 

) 

) 

.. , 
") 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STO~Y !EACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING TP.E ORGANI7.ATI~N 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE I-4 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCF FROM 1978 TO 
APR 80. INCLOSURE. 

'I'EXT: 

1/2 G B ~00450 JAN 90 

:,.,.. ........ ~--·0\ 
' 't. . '} ,j ~~, 

r- ..................... ·1 r---·-·-.. --... -. · ·1 I' ...... .. , 

4. . LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZF.D 
:; INTO LA~OR DETAILS ~y UNITS (DOOIJ) VlTP. AROUT 40-50 

PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TAStS VERI INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 

c: VEGETABLES, AND Tf.A. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO 
WERE INVOLVED IN CARPENTRY, ~ITCHF.N AND SANITATION 
DUTIES. 

-..J 5. SCHEDULE. 

0600 
06~0 
1100 

AWAKENED BY GONG, PERSONAL HYGIENE, BREAKFAST 
ASSEM!LE, MUSTER, RECEIVE LA!OR ASSIGNMENTS 
RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 

1 : 1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
. . 1tl30 RETURN TO CAMP, PERSONAL HYGIENE, SUPPER 

LOCtED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
\ ... 

l; 

1800 
2100 SLEEP 

f.. . INMATE POPULATION. A!OUT 80 PERCENT OF THE 
POPULATION VAS MADE UP OF FORMER RVN OFFICIALS AND THE 
REMAINDER WERE CRIMINALS. INITIALLY, INMATES WIRE ISSUED 
OLD NATL POLICE FIELD FORCE UNIFORMS. LATF.R THEY ~ERE 

C: GIVEN GREY PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS 'liTH THE LETTERS, "ct", 
.. STENCILED ON THE BACK. FORMER POLICE CAPT DO QUANH TftANH 

n 
~00450 JAN 9~ 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX222 MCN ~ .89356/18366 TOR = 893561037 

HEADER 
R 221033Z DEC 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC . 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTOH.DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMH5 BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 220701Z DEC 89 
FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB// 
RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 
RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC//INO/INK/INKS// 
RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 
RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 
RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 
RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD/1 
RUHJWYA/ 13 AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 
RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHBKt USDAO BANGKOK TH 
RUEHKO/ USDAO TOKYO JA 
ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 
ZEN DET 4 FTD YOKOTA AB JA 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 
SE~IAL: IIR 1 771 0087 90. 
PASS TO: ) DIA/PW-MIA 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

. ~- ',' 

··'I _; 

SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0087 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT-- VINH PHU PRISON 
COMPLEX, NORTH VIETNAM 
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PAGE:0013 
---------------------------------------------------------------------

·. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOl: 781200. 
REQS~ 
SOURCE: . 0C/ A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 
COMMANDO TEAM WHO WAS IMPRISONED IN THIS FACILITY FROM DEC 1972 TO 
DEC 1973, AND FOR A SECOND TIME FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. SOURCE RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM AND IS COOPERATIVE; HE 
HAS AN EXCELLENT'MEMORY AND APPEARS TO BE RELIABLE. 
SUMMARY: . . THE VINH PHU (V'rNHX PHUS) PRISON WAS ACTUALLY A 
LARGE COMPLEX. MADE·. UP OF. A MAIN COMPOUND AND FIVE OTHER SMALL . 

COMPOUNDS. THIS REPORT PROVIDES THE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF 
THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX WHICH WAS USED TO CONFINE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS DURING THE 1970'S. ONE ENCLOSURE. 
TEXT: 
1. . LOCATION-- THE VINH PHU COMPLEX'WAS NESTLED IN THE 
WESTERN HALF OF A U SHAPED AREA MADE BY A LARGE BEND OF THE SONG 
THAO (SOONG THAO) RIVER (FIELD COMMENT-- SONG MEANS RIVER AND THE 
SONG THAO RIVER IS THE NAME OF A SECTION OF THE SONG HONG HA (SOONG 
HOONGF HAF) RIVER IN THE TAM NONG (TAM NOONG) DISTRICT //2120N/ 
10515E, GAZ//, IN PHU THO (PHUS THOJ) PROVINCE, AND RUNS THROUGH 
VIET TRI (VIEETJ TRIF) CITY //2118N/10550E, GAZ//}'. EAST OF THE 
NORTH/SOUTH PORTION OF THE SONG THAO RIVER WAS A NATIONAL HIGHWAY 
"B" (FIELD COMMENT-- LETTERS AND NUMBERS SET OFF BY QUOTATION MARKS 
ARE KEYED TO MEMORY SKETCH AT ENCL ONE) AND EAST OF THIS HIGHWAY 
WAS THE CITY OF PHU THO "C". RUNNING ROUGHLY PARALLEL TO THE 
NORTHERN EAST/WEST SECTION OF THE RIVER WAS A DISTRICT ROAD "D1" 
THAT INTERSECTED A TRAFFIC CIRCLE "E" AND KEPT GOING EAST UP TO THE 
RIVER. THIS ROAD TERMINATED AT A FERRY CROSSING CALLED BEN NGOC 
{BEENS NGOCJ) ON THE RIVER. RUNNING NORTH AND SOUTH, AND ALSO 
INTERSECTING THE TRAFFIC CIRCLE WAS ANOTHER DISTRICT ROAD "D2". 

THERE WAS A THIRD ROAD "D3" WHICH RAN EAST OF THE NORTH/SOUTH ROAD 
TO THE RIVER.· THESE WERE ALL SMALL ROADS WITH A RED DIRT SURFACE. 
THERE WERE TWO WATERFALLS ALONG THE RIVER, ONE "F" CALLED THAC RUNG 
{'niACS RUNGF.) OR TREMBLING FALLS BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE AND 
THE OTHER "G" CALLED THAC NGUA (THACS NGWAJ) OR HORSE FALLS ALSO 

.BECAUSE OF THE NOISE IT MADE. THERE WERE HILLS AND MOUNTAINS TO 
.. THE: .. NORTH OF THE DISTRICT ROAD -.BETWEEN THE ROAD AND THE HILLS IN 

THE NORTHWEST WERE (TERRACED) TEA AND POTATO FIELDS "I". TO THE 
NORTHWEST; BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS, WAS THE PROVINCE OF THAI NGUYEN •. 
IN. THE SOUTHWEST, THERE WERE COOPERATIVE RICEFIELDS "J" AND IN THE 
EAST AND .. SOUTHEAST WERE SOME FLAT SUGARCANE FIELDS "K". FINALLY, 
TO THE NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, BETWEEN THE CAMP AND THE TRAFFIC 
CIRCLE, WAS A LARGE PASTURE AREA "U" FOR RAISING WATER BUFFALOES. 
2. . DESCRIPTION-- THE VINH PHU PRISON COMPLEX IS MADE UP OF 
A MAIN FACILITY "L", ALSO CALLED K5, AND SIX OUTLAYING, SMALLER 
FACILITIES CALLED K1, K2, K3, K4, K6 PLUS A DISPERSION AREA CALLED 
K SO TAN (SOW TANS) •. THE DISPERSION AREA WAS WHERE PRISONERS WERE 
EVACUATED TO DURING AIR RAIDS. ALSO LOCATED. WITH'THE COMPLEX WAS A 
KILN "M" USED FOR MAKING'TILES. ADDITIONALLY, THERE WAS A FACILITY 

... 



_ PAGE:0014 
USED TO HOUSE JUVENILES "N" NORTH OF "D1", NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP. 

L 

EAST OF THE ENTRANCE TO ~ K5 MAIN COMPOUND WAS A ~UILDING THAT 
CONTAINED THE PRISON OFFICES "0". UPON ENTERING THE CAMP IS A 
SOCCERFIELD "P"; NORTHEAST OF THE SOCCERF~ELD IS- A DISPENSARY 
BUILDING "Q". ALONG THE NORTH FENCE IS A BUILDING CONTAINING THE 
MESSING FACILITIES FOR THE CAMP ''R"·. IN THE WESTERN PART OF THE 
FACILITY WAS AREA·· CALLED KHU-B "S". ·THIS AREA CONSISTED OF A 
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS. USED TO HOUSE ORDINARY CRIMINALS. SEPARATE 
FROM· THE REST OF THE CAMP WAS THE KHU-A AREA : "T". WHICH WAS USED TO 
HOUSED TO COMMANDOS.-· THIS- PORTION. ·WAS· FENCED OFF BY ITSELF AND HAD 
THREE MAIN CELL SECTIONS LABELED 4, 7, AND 8. BEHIND THE CAMP, TO 
THE WEST, WAS A· SUSPENSION BRIDGE "V" CROSSING THE SONG THAO RIVER 
AND A SMALL BRANCH OF THE RIVER. THIS BRIDGE WAS DESIGNED BY A 
FRENCH EDUCATED SOUTH VIETNAMESE ENGINEER WHO HAD DEFECTED TO NORTH 
VIETNAM AND WAS SUBSEQUENTLY IMPRISONED AT.VINH PHU. 
~ . . DEFENSES-- THIS HEAVILY DEFENDED FACILITY HAD FOUR GUARD 
POSTS "W", ONE AT EACH CORNER OF THE CAMP. IMMEDIATELY SOUTH OF 
THE FACILITY, LOCATED OUTSIDE OF THE PERIMETER, WERE THREE 
BUILDINGS THAT HOUSED MILITARY GUARD AND PATROL DOGS "X". TO THE 
EAST OF THE DOG POUND WAS A COMPANY OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL 

WAS A REGIMENT OF ARMED SECURITY PERSONNEL "Z" AND NORTH OF THE 
ROAD AT THE BASE OF· THE MOUNTAINS WERE NUMEROUS ANTI-AIRCRAFT 
ARTILLERY EMPLACEMENTS "AA". FINALLY, NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP, 
ACROSS FROM rHE ROAD WAS AN SA-2 SURFACE TO AIR MISSILE UNIT "BB". 
4. CHRONOLOGY- SOURCE WAS INTERNED IN THE VINH PHU FACILITY 
ON TWO DIFFERENT OCASSIONS. THE FIRST TIME WAS FROM DEC 1972 UNTIL 
DEC 1973 AND THE SECOND TIME WAS FROM DEC 1976 UNTIL THE END OF 
1978. DURING SOURCE'S FIRST DETENTION HE WAS HELD IN CELL NUMBER 8 
OF THE KHU-A AREA. THERE WERE 83 OTHER COMMANDOS BEING HELD DURING 
THIS TIME, AND ABOUT 3800 ORDINARY CRIMINALS IN THIS COMPLEX. 
SOURCE WAS SENT BACK TO THE QUYET TIEN FACILITY AFTER PARTICIPATING 
IN A PROTEST STRIKE OVER NON-COMPLIANCE WITH.THE PEACE ACCORDS 
PERTAINING TO ·THE RETURN OF POWS '(FIELD ·coMMENT-~ CITE IIR 1771 
00 13 90) • WHEN-·~ SOURCE RETURNED- -TO VINH PHU, ALL COMMANDOS WERE 
HE~D- IN THE: K6·: ~FACILITY. QURING:.THIS- SECOND TIME, AN· UNKNOWN 
NUMBER OF FORMEitr. SOUTH VIETNAMESE"· SOLDIERS WERE. BEING HELD~ IN THE 
SUB:-FACILITIES' OF K1 ,:'K2, K3~- AND K4:~::· SOURCE .. :WAS TRANSFERRED FROM 
V INH · PHU.· TO . THE. HONG .. THANG:. PRODUCTION CAMP~. ( KHU.'. SANR XUAATS HOONGF 
THAWNGS).. IN-.OCTJ .79, SOURCE WAS- TRANSFERRED: TQ·_:THE. THANH LAM. REFORM 
CAMP (TRAIJ CAIR TAOJ. THANH LAM) WHERE- HE~ REMAINED. UNTIL 1980. 

L 
.. . = : : . . . . . '.. ~ .•.. 

5. u~s~ AIR STRIKES-- SOURCE· WAS· IN VINH PHU DURING THE DEC 
'72 BOMBINGS OF.NORTH VIETNAM •. ON ONE OCCASION TWO F-105'S FLEW 
DIRECTLY OVER THE CAMP WHILE THERE WAS· A POLITICAL REEDUCATION· 
CLASS GOING· ONi. ONCE, WHILE SOURCE WAS IN THE KHU SO TAN 
DISPERSION AREA, HE· WITNESSED A LARGE-AIR STRIKE IN THE'CAMP'S 
IMMEDIATE VICINITY.-~· ::INSTEAD OF ENTERING HIS BUNKER, SOURCE AND 
OTHER COMMANDOS -REMAINED ·ABOVE GROUND TO WATCH THE STRIKE. HE 
ESTIMATES THAT OVER 50 LARGE AIRCRAFT WERE INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE, 

·•·· 
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AND AT ONE POINT THERE WERE FOUR MIG-17'S IN ~RSUIT. SOURCE SAW 
SA-2'S LAUNCHED AND AAA FIRING AT THE STRIKE FORCE. HE DOES NOT 
KNOW WHAT KIND OF BOMBS WERE BEING DROPPED - BUT THE ENTIRE AREA 
SHOOK FROM THE BOMBS. AT ONE POINT AN AIRCRAFT WAS HIT AND A 
SINGLE PARACHUTE WAS OBSERVED COMING DOWN IN A FIELD. SHORTLY 
THEREAFTER, A HELICOPTER RESCUED THE DOWNED AIRMAN. BOMBS FELL IN 
THE PASTURE AND KILLED ALL THE WATER BUFFALOES. THIS INCIDENT, IN 
SPITE OF THE POLITICAL INDOCTRINATION EFFORTS BY THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, RAISED EVERYONE'S SPIRIT SINCE THEY COULD SENSE WHAT 
THE BOMBINGS WERE ALL ABOUT. 
COMMENTS: 

DISSEM: ENCLS .ONE - TO DIA/~\ol_:_t·U~ ONLY. 

/14318 
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**** REPORT ON SOURCE FOR EACH FACILITIES WITHIN COUNTRY VN uu PAGE 39 

CAMP NO CAMP NAMB 
AKA'S 

~ 

++++++++++++++++++++ 
4101 TAN LAP 

XOK GIONG 
YEN HA 
VINH PHU PROV.PRISON 
PHUTHO 

LAT- LONG UTK 

SOURCE ID FROM DATE END DATH POSSIBLE 
yymm yym11 .:.. _ AHERI CAN 

PROVINCE VINK PHU 

............................................... 213~ 1045~ 

s 
-C 

7~10 SZo't r-1c 
7306 mz . YHs~2..57° 7~•o- BZ.<>Z. ,_lo 
7505 7606 lhJ:If'-- YES ---------.,::------
7910 7912 v· tJC..u YE~ J.J 'z. ~ '7~ ~ 10 ° - ~c 1 

'- t-'~ 
6506 6509 NO 
7906 8012 NO 
7710 8001 NO 
7810 8001 NO 
7812 801Z NO 
7804 7805 NO 
7902 8011 NO 
7806 7906 NO 
7810 7812 NO 
5501 5906 NO _ a. ____ · 
1706 7806 YES·- t-1 I ~ 41. _.,_ ~ ... • v 
7710 8202 YES -tt, ~~.) L· ... Ul-vrf r.J 1; 
7710 8202 NO . , j 
7301 7506 YES,...t-1, ~ "" .... ; u:.-vl ~ ~ · 1 
7910 8112 YES---»a-~1 ::;..,; </ ' ~,~ ... ~..,. ~ cf 
7606 7812 YES-H',. d)l/-.~ .:·_<. · I 
6505 6605 NO 

-------~7B~i~o----~R~~n~7------~~~·o~--------------------------~ 7761 7912 YM -~ 
7212 7301 NO 
7810 8202 NO 
8504 8610 YES 
7707 8109 NO 
7506 8201 NO 
8001 8012 YES 
7806 8012 NO 
6306 6512 NO 
7606 7906 NO 
6207 6506 NO 
7606 8012 NO 
7806 8012 YES 
8001 8212 YES 
7606 7712 YES 
8001 8012 YES 

~--
6501 6612 YES 
7808 8204 NO 
7106 7301 NO 
7601 7612 NO 
8301 8504 NO 
7710 8205 NO 
7710 7810 NO 
7810 7910 NO 
7206 7310 NO 
7710 8101 NO 
7810 8204 NO 
7810 B202 NO 
7808 8206 NO 
7710 8209 NO 
7710 8001 NO 
7812 7912 NO 
7810 8205 NO 
7606 8206 NO 
7807 8006 NO 
7807 -8202 NO 
8000 8100 NO 
7709 8202 NO 
7700 8000 HO 
6117. 6611 NO 
6ROO 7008 NO 



...... 

TAN LAP 

- Aka (Vinh Phu Provincial Prison, Phu Tho, Xom Giong, Yen Ha and Yen Tho) 

- Closest village to camp K-5 was named Yen Lap. 

- Camps K-1 thru K-5 held former RVN Officials while K-6 and K-7 were 
for criminal detention. 

-The Vinh Phu prison complex is reported to be made up of a main facility "L", 
also called K-5, and six outlaying , smaller facilities called K-1, K-2, K-3, 
K-4, K-6 plus a dispersion area called K So Tan. The dispersion area was where 
prisoners were evacuated to during air raids. Also located within the complex 
was a Kiln "M 11 used for mak~ng tiles. Additionally, there was a facility used 
to house Juveniles 11 N11 north of ".01 11

, Northeast of the Camp. 

- Source reported being transferred from camp K-2 to camp K-7 along with. approx 
60-70 others on foot, the trip was said to have taken about two hours covering 
a distance of 7-8 kilometers. 

- Special Detention facility for disciplinary problems was reported upon by 
several sources at the K-1 subcamp of Tan Lap. 

•·· 
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VZCZCTRI * 
RR RUEKJCS RUEADVV RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUR~H~A RUEAllA 
RUH~BPA RU~H!L RUEHH~ 
DE RUiHtr. 1~242/01 029 •• 

n l~~b3'lZ JA~ 90 
fM USDAO BANG~OY. TH//PV-MlA// 
TO RUEKJCS I DIA WASHINGTON DC ... 
INFO RlEADWW I ~HITEHOUSE VASHDC/INSC DR lARL 
RU!KJCS I SECDEF WAShDC//JASD-ISA/PV-MlA// 
RUEKJCS / JCS VASHDCIIJ5IOJCS-PW-MIA/I 

CHRGE 
APPRV 

RFTD 
JACKSON// 

DlSTR: 

RUHQHQA I USClNCPAC HONOLULU ~t//J2/J2~~~3/J~5II 
RVEAIIA I ClA WASP.DC. ORGIN: 
RUH~SPA I CDR JCRC BAHB~H~ PT HI 
RUEHKL / U~DAJ ~UALA LU~PUR 
RUEHHY. I USDLO HONG ~O~G 
eT 

DAO ~1/29190 
DAOsDMOORE 
DAO:~ESCEARCE:t 
DAO:JGHir.I 
CHR~N DAO~ AHB 
tC :1 POL SA 
DATLO JCRC EX/J 
OCR 

SECTION 01 OF 0~ BANGKO~ TH/IP~- 05242 

'!Ji 1 S IS A STONY "SEACH MESSAGE 

(r~AlAL: llR 5 024 02~2 90 

. COUII'1RY VIETNAM (VH) 

SUBJ:, llR 5 024 02~2 90IUSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THF K-
·1~4''' 5 TAN 1·J .• H·I~tEDUCATION CAMP lltTWEEN 7800 AND 8200 

' ~· 

DEPARTMENT OF DEfENSE 

DOl: ?800~0-S200e0. 

SOUnCE: -..:5 c.__. ~uuttCt IS AN 
ODP BINtflCIAKY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO VAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN 
LAP REtDUCATION CAMP FROH 7800 - 8200. SOURCE 
~xtlAFILITY HAS NOT PiiN ESTABLISHED. 

( .. "r\~hRl: 1'HIS lS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVID~S LlHITtD INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS Or 1HE X-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROH 1978-1982. 
ENCLOSURES, 

'lE:n: 

GC 290t:~7 JAN 90 

. I 
j ,fi 

.1"1 
.. .. 

· ... 
·~ 

: .I . ·i 
;. :~ 

1. ~aOGRAPHY. THE TAN LA.P CAMP SlSTEH LAY IN AN : 
AREA Of SHALL HILLS ACCtSSID liT A NARROV ~IRT ROAD fROM 
THE BE~ NGOC (U/L) FERRY LANDING. S~URCE'S GROUP WAS 
~OVEt JROM T12, LTl TO HANOI. FROM HANOI THEY VENT BT 
TRAIN TO THE AM T~UONG (U/L) TRAIN STATilN. JROH AM 
THUONG TUEY ~tN' BY fERRY UP tHE RED RIVER FOR SEVERAL 
nOURS UNTIL REACHING A TRIBUTARY. THIY ENTERED THIS 
tRliUTARY AND CONTINUED TeilR TRIP BT YATER fOR SEVERAL 
MORE HOURS UNTIL R!ACHING THE ~EN NGOC FtRRT LANDING. 
IROH BEN NGOC THE! IAL!ID ON A DIRT ROAD fOR AliOUT 8KM 
UNTIL REACHING THE·TAN LAP SYSTEM. 

c. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SEVERAL SUPCAMPS. SOURCE SPECULATED THERE WERt SEVEN 
5UBCAMFS BECAUSE HE HEARD THE NUMBERS MENTIONED FROM K-1 
1HROUGH K-7. SOURC~ HAD SEEN CAMPS ~-1, K-~. X-4, AND 
K-5. ON HIS GENERAL LOCATION CAMP, HE·S~ETCRED THE 
tOCATIONS OF K-€ AND K-7 INDIChTING THAT IT WAS 
SPICULATION. THE CAMP 'lAS ADMINISTERED liY THI PUBLIC 
S~CUHITY SERVICE (PSS) OF T~E MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND 
WAS COMMANDED BY PSS LTC ((BUI)) VAN CHIEU. THE K-5 
COMMANDER WAS PSS lLT ((LNU)) BAN. PSS 2tT ((LNU)) DAH 
WAS THE EDUCATiONAL CADRE FOR !-5. THERE WERE AliOUT 40 
PERSONNEL GUARDING AND ADMINISTERING THE CAMP. TOTAL 
POPULATION OF X-5 VAS APPROXIMATELY 500 INMATES. 

~. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS, SOURCE SPENT THE 
MAJORlTY Of HIS TlMI AT TAN LAP IN ~-5. THE FOLLOWING 
DESCniPTION VILL APPLY TO T~AT SUBCAMP. t-5 VAS ALSO THE 
t.OCA'rtON OF THE HEADQUARTERS FOR THE TAN LAP SYSTF.H OJ' 
CAMPS. 1HE COMPOUND VAS SURROUNDED BY A BRtCK WALL AliOUT 
TWO METlRS HIGH. GUAqD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN TWO CORNERS 
YH1C6 COVERED THI COMPOUND. INSIDE K-5 THERE VERE SIX 
tETtNTION HOUSES fOR POLITICAL PRISONERS (FORMER RVN 
CFFlCIALS) AND ONE LARGE DETENTION HOUSE FOR CRIMINALS. 
1?.! POL111CAL PRISONER DF.~ENTION HOUSES WERE A!OUT 6 liY 
12 METERS, BUILT OF BRIC~ WITH THATCHED ROOFS. EACH 
HOUSE ~ELD 80-9~ INMATES. EVERY T~O POLITICAL INHATt 
DETENTION HOUSES WER£ ENCLOSED BY A !RIC~ VALL •. EACH 
P.OUSr WAS DIVIDED INTO ROOMS AND EACH ROOH CONTAINED A 
LAtRINE FOR USE AT NIGHT VHEN THEY W!RE L~CKED IN T~t 
HOU~E&. THERE WAS A LATRIN€ AND BATHING AREA IN THE YARD 
BEHI ~D EACH DETENT IOh HOUSE FOR DA YTlHE U·St. THE 
CRIMINAL DETtNTION HOUSE VAS SURROUNDED liY A BRICK WALL. 

GC 2905~7 JAN 90 

. I . 

! I 



t_ _., •. :; > -. l' . - ~ 

\ 
\ 

\ 
I 

.) 

·:.~ 
. 9·i 

--;-
~-. 
Ci- ) 
~ .• 



.:£ 

"-. 

·····. 

. . . . .... -· . . -· 
\ 

~ H H UH , r, . • ~· • )~ \ UQ D t, 
l~_L + -:--u 2C : •··~ : 1· : _:~ .~UH ···~~ S2 

. :~~l- : Tu " \t • •• • • ·~ .•. f' • Gb 

-···--·-···-·· :cS· ~ .. ::. 
:.~.: .. :. . ' -. ~. ·\·~ : T-

. -{.::· ... :. -. : .. . .~.:. ~ :~ 7 

: (·~. :'"G 

. ~~J"·-

t······--····~··. ····--· ····-· 
-~ ~-
l:~-:~c:· ···::····-- ····-·· ......... :.::··:··-· : 
c..:::>: ·.· .. 
.. 0:; ... 

~:. 
~-:···· 

., : 

.. . . .. . ... . . .. . .. • . .. .. . . .. .. . . .. .. .. .. . . . . .. :.o.-;..;.--· .-...;..· ... .__,. -...:...-....· ...-....·. ·.;....;...:.· . -~· . ....:..;..·. _..;..· ~-

. ··•· 
•• ••••• ••••I• • 

: ~-):. 

(). . . .. .....~ . 

l. r ·nl J ........ -·u 

11·-·· 0· . 
s~ 1 · 

--4-.. ·.;!l . ID 
UIL HD 

f ,~. } 
I\ . • - ~. \ll.-· .~~~ 
~, . ·!'! ~ 

I 
t 

1-~-----:._. : .·. \ 

--· 

c[ 
}--



~ 

' 
VZCZCTRI * 
RR RUIKJCS RUEADVW RUI~JCS RU!KJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA 
RUHQBPA RUEHKL RUEHU~ 
n-r. Rnnnw ""548101 A29 •• 

• R 291051Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO PANGXOI THI/PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS I DIA WASHINGTON Dt 
INFO R FAD~W I WHITEHOUSE VASHDC//NSC DR !ARL 
RUEKJC~ / SF.CDEF WASH~C//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUIKJCS I JCS ~ASHDC//J5/0JC~-PW-MIAI/ 

CHRGE 
APPRV 

RFTD 
JACKSON II 

DISTR: 

P.UF.QHQA I USCINCPAC ltfHIM.IIT.II l!T //.t?/.T?'!o':l./J3/J3f.l/ 
RUtAIIA I CIA WASF.DC ORG 1 N: 
RUHQPPA I CDR JCRC FAR~ERS PT HI 
fUEHKL I UStAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK I USDLO HONG V.ONG 
P-T 

DAO 01/29190 
DAO :DM:>nF. 
DAO:G!SCFARC'E:~ 
DAO:JGMIICI 
CHRON DA03 AM'R 
DCr. POL SA 
D AT 1.:> J C R C f. X II 
OCR 

StCTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOI THI/Pw- 05548 

~~TS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

\wrtlAL: IlR 6 024 0239 90 

COUNTRY: V IE1·NAM (VM) 

SU~J: IIR o 02~ 0239 90/AtS!NCE )f AMERICANS IN K-5 
·4:4'1l'AN LAP RE~~UCATION CAMP BET"'EEN 7900 AND 8204 

' ,, 

DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 

DO 1: 790e00-S20400. 

SOURCE: ·...s-c,., SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL RIEDUCATION fiOGRAM AND 
A FORMER VNAF MAJ WHO VAS lNCARCFRATYD IN THF X-5 TAN LAP 
RF.EtUCATION CAMP FROM 7~0e - A?.e4. SOURCE RELIABILITY 

( .--·-: NOT 'HEN ES TA FL I SHED. 

-~lJMMhRY: .. THIS IS A S'tONY PEACH RF.POP.'l. IT 
PROVID1S LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING TH~ ORGANIZATION 
lND PHYSICAL cnARACTERISTlCS OF TRE K-4 TAN LA~ 
REEDUCATION CAMP lN VINH PHU PROVINCF. rROM 1979 TO 
MAR 82. ENC L~S URE, . 

TEXT: 

. I 
j ./i 

.,, 

1. GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE WAS UNSURE Qi THE EXhCT 
LOCATION OF TAN LAP EXCEPT THAT IT WAS IN ~NH PHU 
PHOVINCE. 

2, . . • ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP VAS ORG~NIZI;D INTO 
SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THRJUGH l-6, K-1 AND ~-5 
EXISTED BEfORE 19?5 AND W!RE PRO~ABLY BUILT BY TH' 
FRENCH. K-2, ~. 4, .ND 5 WERE BUltr AfTER 197~ TO 
ACCOMMOtATE THE FORMER RVN OYrtCIALS. THE CAMP HAS 
ADMlNISTtRID BY THE'PUBLIC SECURITY SERVIC! (PSS) or THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERlJR~ 1-5 WAS COMMANDED BY oss CAPT 
PHUNG VIET BAN. lLT ((LNU)) TUAN WAS THE PLANS OfFlCF.R. 
'l'HIRE 'litRE AJIOUT 100 PERSONtlEL GUARDING AND Al>MHISTERTNG 
tHE CAMP. POPULATION 0! K-5 WAS AB:>UT E-~0 INMATES, THf. 
MAJORITY OF WHOM ~ERE FOR~ER RVNAF AND NATL POLICl 
Of'Fl CERS. 

3, PHYSlCAi CHARACT'ERISTICS. TEE K-5 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A SQUARE APOUT 150 METERS CN A SID!, IT 
WAS SUP.ROUNDED BY A 2~5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL W'ICP WAS 
10PPit WITH A 1.5 METER EXTF.~SION Of BARBED WIRE ATTACHED 
TO STEEL POSTS. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATIO IN T~E f:>UR 
CORNERS. THERE WERE SIX REGULAR DtTF.NTION HOUSES FOR 
POLITICAL PRISONERS, ONt FOR CRIMINALS AND ONE 
LISCI'PUNARY DtTf.NTION HlUSE. THF REGULAR AND CRIMINAl. 
DETlNTION HOUSES WERE A~OUT E ~y 24 METERS IN tiMFNSIO~ 
AND CONSTRUCTtD ~F PRICK WITH THATCHED OR CORRUGA'l'ID 
fiBRO CEMENT ROOFl~G. THE tiSClPLINART DETENTION HJUSE 
tHASllRED 3 BY 6 METERS, MADE Or ~lliCIC "'iTH A CCRRtlu.,'I·ED 
~ETAL ROOF AND COULD HOLD 10 lNMATF.S. INSIDE THF. 
COMPO~NC WERE THE MEtTING ~OUSE, A DtSP!NSART, INMATE 
XITC6EN AND A PIG STY. ACROSS FROM THt K-5 MAIN GATE WAS 
TH~ TAN LAP H~ ALONG ~ltH ~-5 ADMINISTRATION ~UILDI~GS 
AND CADRE ~OUSING AND MtSSING FAClLl)IES. 

4. . . . UEOR REQUIRE~ENTS. IN~ATFS WF.Rf. :>RGANIZF.D 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH A!OUT 30-5a 
PRISON!RS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TAStS VtRE TNVOLVID 
WITH AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, ANt 
GREEN VEGETAELES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT AtSO WI~! 
I~VOLVED IN ANIMAL HUSPANDRY, BRIC~ HAYING, GATP,FRING 
JiaEWOOD, CARPENTRY, CONSTRUCTION, MASONRY LA!OR, AND SAW 
MILL OPIRATIONS. 

5. :iCHECULE, 

291057 JAN ge 
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VZC.;.CTRI * 
~R RUEKJCS RUEADVV RUE~JCS RUEKJCS RUHQP.QA RUEAIIA 

.~ RUHQBPA RUIHKL RUEHHK 
Dr. RUIHEK 15588101 0~0 •• 

1. GtOGHAPHY. SOURCE AND HIS G~UP REACHED TAN 
LAP AS FOLLOWS. FROM HANOI TRAVEL BY TR1IN AL~NG THI 0 

0 

) R ~""4-96Z JlN 90 CHRGE DAO 011~0190 () 
- FM USDAO ~ANGKOK TH//PV-MIA// APPRV DAO:DM~ORE -

RED RIVER UNTIL THE AM THUONG TRAIN STATION. FROM AM 
TRUO~G GO BY FERRY UP TP.E RED RIVE~ A LITTLE OVER A MILE 
UNTIL &IACHING A TRIBUTARY !NOVN AS THE THAO RIVER (SONG 
THAO). ENTER THE THAO RIVER CONTINUING UPSTREAM fOR 
ANOTHER MlLE. TURN Lt!T INTO A STREAM CALLED SUOl A-MAl 
UNTIL REAClllNGlTHE BEN NGOC FERRY tANDING. AT THAT POINT 
DISEMBARK AND WALr. IN A WESTERLY DIRECTION FOR ~-4 KM 
UNTIL REACHING TAN LAP • TO RUIY.JCS / DIA WASHUGTON DC, RFTD DAO:GESCEARCEd 

. ) INFO RUIADWV / WHITEHOUSE WASHDCIINSC DR KARL JACKSON II DAO:JGMIKI () 
.. 'RUtKJCS / S!CDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// DISTR: CHRON DA03 AMB - 2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 

RUIKJCS I JCS VASHDCI/J5/0JCS-PW-MIA/I DCM POL SA 
) RUliQHQA I USClt\CPAC HONOLULU RI//J2/J233/J3/J3€// · DATLO JCRC EX/A ~··) 

RUEAIIA I CIA VASHDC ORGIN: OCR ·. 

SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THRJUGH K-5. IN EARtY 
1979, t-6 WAS DISSOLVED AFTER THE FORMER RVN COMMANDOS·' 
(BlET KlCH) OCCUPYING IT WERE TRANSF~R~ED ELSEWHERE. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PU!LtC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE HINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS MAJ NGUYEN HUY 
TP.UY WAS THE COMMANDER OF K-5 AND CAPT ((tNU)) CHIEU ~AS 
HIS tEPUTY. THERE WERE AEOUT 80 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND 
ADMINISTERING K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE CAMP VAS 
APPROXIMATELY 1,400 INMATES. 

RUHQEPA I CDR JCRC ~ARBERS PT Hl 
1 RU!HKL / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
.. RUEHHK I USDLO HONG KONG 

"RT .. ) SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05588 

') ::--
. (" __ IS IS A STONY ~EACP. MESSAGE 

'> $ fR 1 AL: 

COUNTRY: 

ttR e 024 0247 90 

VIETNAM (VM) 
") 
:i~f··SUBJ:/ ~IIR 5 024 0247 90/Al!SENCE OF AMERICANS IN 'IHE 

Y.-5 TAN tAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7807 - 8210 .. , 

~) 

) - DEPARTMENT Of DEFENSE 

DO 1: 780700-821000 

') 
.. SOURC I: ~c:::..... ·10URCE IS AN 

ODP EINifiCIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
") (.'~FORMER NATL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO WAS I NCARCERATF.D IN THE 
- j TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7907 - 8210. SOURCE 

.. it£LIA1!ILITY F.AS NOT BEIN ESTA~LISHED. 
.) 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY !EACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 

) AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF ~HE K-5 TAN LAP 
. REEDUCATION CAMP REEDUCATION CAMP IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, 

VINH PHU PROVINCE fR)M JUL 78 TO OCT 82. ENCLOSURES. 
) 

TEXT: 

) 

1/2 GB 300446 JAN 90 
) 

• 'il . ./, 
. .....-.-t·-.;--· '(l r· .... I 1·· . . .. . . 1 I I 

u 

() 

(> ~. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE CAMP COMPOUND 
·fORMED A RtCTANGti AEOUT 100 BY 200 MITERS. IT WAS 
SURRCUNtED BY A THREE METF.R HIGH BRIC~ WALL TOPPED WITH 

t. .. i PA REED VI RE. THE WALL CONTAIN ED FLOOD LlG HTS AROUND THE 
P~R1ME1ER WHICH LIGHTED THE ENTIRE :OMPOUND AT NIGHT. 
GUARD TO~ERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS. THE MAIN 

() GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE NORTH WALL. THERE 
WERE TEN DETENTION HOUSE ABOUT 5 BY 25 METERS IN 
DIMENSIONS MADE OF BRIC[ WITH TILE ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS 

l.' DI VI D!D INTO TWO ROOMS. FOUR OF THE DETENTION P.J USES 1 N 
THI SOUTHWEST CORNER OF THE COMPOUND VERE FOR POLITICAL 
PRISONERS AND EACH VAS CONTAINED IN ITS OWN ENCLOSURE. 

tj THERE WERE FIVI CRIMINAL DETENTION HOUSES AND ONE 
DISCIPLINARY DETENTION HOUSI LOCATED ON THE EAST SIDE OF 
THE COMPOUND. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN 

() INMATE ~ITCHEN, MEETING ROUSE, AND DISPENSARY. OUTSIDE 
THE SOUT~EAST CORNER OF THE COMPOUND WERE LOCATED THE 
SA~MILL, BLACKSMITH SH~P, AND CARPtNTRY SHOP. TO THE 

() ~IST ~AS LOCATED THE CEMETERY AND FAMILY VISITATION 
HOUSE. ACROSS FROM THE MAIN GATE VERE t~CATED CAMP HQ, 
:ADF.E QUARTERS, WAREHOUSES, MEtTING HOUSE, GENERATOR 

0 HOUS£ AND PUMP HOUSE. IN THE GENERAL VIC IN ITT OF THE 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

C) 

"l 

·~:~ 
~t! 

COMPOUkD WERE TEA PLANTATIONS AND OTHER AGRICULTURAL 

. 1/2 Gl! 3e0146 JAN 90 
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VZCZCTRI * 
RR RUEKJCS RUEADVW RUEKJCS RUEKJCS RUHQHQA RUEAIIA 

0 RUHQPPA RUF.HKL RUEP.HY. 
DE RUF.HBK 15591101 e30 ** 

' () H ~004~~' JAN 90 CHR~E 
- fM USDAO BANGKO! THIIPW-MIAII APPRV 

TO RUIOCS / DIA WASHINGTON DC... . . .. RFTD 
(") INFO RUEADWW I WHITEHOUSE WASHDCIINSC DR KARL JACKS:YN II 
.. RU!XJCS I SECDEF VASHDCIIOASD-ISAIP~-MIA/1 DISTR: 

RUE~JCS I JCS WASHDC/IJ5/~JCS-PW-MIA/I 
() RUHQHQA I USCINCPAC ~nNOLULU HI//J2/J233IJ3IJ36II 
- RUEA11A / CIA WASHDC, ORGIN: 

RUHQBPA I CDR JCRC ~AR!f.RS PT Hl 
,:·, J\UEHKL I USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
.... RUEHHK / USDL) HOliG KONG 

F'[• 
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') f:>'•,_ 

.. (;:;,_, . .:zs IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

.,) SERIAL: IIR S 024 0250 90 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

~:f-4'•' SUBJ: 1
' ·iii'R 6 024 0250 90/ABSE.NCE OF AMERICANS IN THE Jt-

5 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEF.N 7807 AND 8211 
. .) 

~) 

. ) - DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

J ~OI: 78070e-e21100. 

) 
. ~~ . /SOURCE IS AN 

ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATIJN PROGRAM AND 
) f~~- FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN VHO VAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN 

, P RitDUCATION CAMP FROM 7807- 8211. SOURCE 
~~£LIABILIT! HAS HOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

.) 

) 

_) 

!) 

) 

SUMMARY1 . THIS IS A S~O~Y BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATI-ON 
AND PHYSlCAt CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINP. PHU PROVINCE FROM JUt 7S TJ 
NOV 82. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

112 G l! 300452 JAN 90 
I 

' ~,~-· ·. · .. ~!';"' ·. r, "1· 
·~· 

r·,··- -·---· · ·1 r-····------1 
r---~ .. 

.. •.:..:. . ~ ( ... "' -· 

() 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LA~ CAMP SYSTEM WAS IN 
SONG 1HAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE NEA~ THE AM TRUONG 
TRAIN STATION AND THE BEN NGOC FERRY LANDING. THERE ~FRE 
ITHHIC NUNG, TAY AND MAN ~INIORITIES LIVING IN TF.E 

1
? VICINITY OF TAN LAP. ADDITIONALLY, THE ETHNIC VIF.TNAMESE 

~HO LIVED IN THE VICINITY WER! MAINLY CATHOLIC FAMILIES 
WHO HAD COOPERATED WITH FORMER FRENCH RULERS. 

0 2. . ., ... , ORGlNIZATION. THE CAMP WAS·ORGANIZ!D INTO 
DAO 01/30190 
DAO:DMOORE 
UAO:GtSCEARCF.:SMM SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUM!ERED X-1 TBRlUGH K-6, THE CAMP 

WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. PSS MAJ NGUYEN HUT THUNG 
COMMANtED K-5. CAPT ((LNU)) CHIEU WAS TP.F. DEPUTY 
COMMANDER. THERE ~ERE ABOUT 80 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND , 
ADMINISTERING K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF K-5 ~AS 

DA. 0 : J GM I K I (:: 
CHRON DA03 AMB 
DCM POL SA 
DATLO JCRC ~X/A ~J 
OCR 

APPROXIMATELY 1,500 INMATES. 
.. , . . 

~. . ..... , PHTS ICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 100 ~T 200 MITERS. IT 

() WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2-METER HIGH BRICK VALL WHICH WAS 
.. TOPPED BY A 1.5 METER EXTENSION 0? BARBED VIRE WITH STEEL 

POSTS. GUARD TOWERS WEDE LOCATED IN THE FOUR CORNERS AND 
~·; ON A PLATFORM ABOVE THE MAIN GATE. THERE WERE SEVEN OR 
.. ·EIGHT DtTENTI~N ROUSES ABOUT 6 ~y 24 METERS IN DIM~NSION 

MADE OF BRICK VITH TILE ROOFS. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE 
~~ COMPOUND WERE A MEETING HOUSE, INMATE liTCHEN, AND 
. DISPENSARY. TO THE WEST JF THE 1-5 COMPOUND TPER! WAS A 

CEMETERY. 
0 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATFS VF.RE ORGANIZED 
INTO tABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 30-40 

l1 PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LA!OR TAS~S WERE INVOtVED 
.. WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, GREEN 

VEGETABLES AND TEA. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO VF.RE 
() INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, CARPENTRY, SAWMILL OPF.RATI~NS. 
. CONSTRUCTION, AND MA~ING VHITEVASH • 

l) 5. 

\,I 

\,) 

0 

~.) 

0 

() 

1,_) 

0530 
0545 
es00 
1030 
1330 
1700 

112 G! 

SCHEDULE. 

AWAKENED BT GONG 
PERSONAL HYGIENE, !REAK1AST 
COMMENCE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
CONTINUE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 

~00452 JAN 90 
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CDSN = LGX311 MCN = 90030/14309 TOR = 900300902 
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SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05745 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: · IIR 6 024 0254 90 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0254 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE K-
5 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN 1981 . -

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

~ ...... 

.... 

·--.. 



DOl: 810000. 

~~ 
\; } 

SOURCE: ~~ /SOURCE IS AN ODP 
BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 
FORMER ARVN CAPT WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION·· CAMP IN 1981. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT 
BEEN ESTABLISHED •. 

SUMMARY: . . THIS IS·- A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE IN 1981. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE CAMP WAS SITUATED IN AN 
UNIDENTIFIED LOCATION IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-5. THE CAMP 
WAS ADMINISTERED B~ THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE CAMP 
WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,500-2,000 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. K-5 WAS SURROUNDED 
BY A 3.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL WHICH WAS TOPPED WITH 
BARBED WIRE. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR 
CORNERS. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE CENTER OF THE 
SOUTH WALL. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE TWO DETENTION 
HOUSES FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS AND TWO FOR CRIMINALS. 
ADDITIONALLY, THERE WERE AN INMATE KITCHEN, DISPENSARY, 
AND A MEETING HOUSE INSIDE THE COMPOUND. ACROSS FROM THE 
MAIN GATE WAS THE CAMP HQ AND CADRE HOUSING AREA. 
OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND JUST TO THE EAST WAS THE 
FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE. 

4. . LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) OF ABOUT 50 PRISONERS 
PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED WITH GROWING 
CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, CORN, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN GATHERING WOOD, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, MAKING 
BRICKS, CONSTRUCTION OF NEW FACILITIES, KITCHEN AND 
SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0530 WAKE UP, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE, BREAKFAST 
06i0 ASSEMBLE. MUSTER. RECF.TVF.J.ABOR ASSTGNMF.NTS 

? 

PAGE:0076 

~--
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0700 COMMENCE LABOR 
1130 RETURN -TO CAMP 
1800 SUPPER 
1830 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 

6. INMATE POPULATION. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW 
INMATES WERE. RECALLED. 

·. -
MAJ ((NGUYEN')) VINH KHIEM, CHIEF OF TRAINING, BIEN HOA 
SECTOR 
MAJ (VNAF) ((TRAN)) GIA BAO, HELO PILOT 
LTC ((DO)) LINH QUANG, COMM OFFICER JGS STAFF 
MAJ (VNAF) ((HOANG)) DINH NGOAN, HELO PILOT 
MAJ (VNAF) ((NGUYEN)) VAN TRUONG, HELO PILOT 

n ... ' 

7. SOUF.CE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

) . 
ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 
MEMORY DRAWING 1 PG, 1 CY . --. 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EXA). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 
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• R 310~~~L JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK THIIPY-MIAII 
TO RUIKJCS I UIA WASHINGTON DC 

CHRGE: 
AP P RV: 
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JACKSON /I 
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ORG IN: 

DA 0 01131190 
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SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK THIIPV- 058e6 

(~~·S IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

s·!.'III AL: II R 6 024 0257 90 

CO UN 'l'RY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0257 93IABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE K-
b TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7810 AND 8210 

':1 DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

. DO I: 781000-821000. 

SOURCE: ~~ /SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMlR ARVN MAJ VHO VAS INCARCERATED IN THE ~-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7810 TO 8210. SOURCE aiLIABILITY 
,. NOT BEE~ ESTABLISHED. 
~--
SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH RtPORT. IT 
FROVID£S LIHITEb INFO!MATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 

:AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS Of THE K-5 TAN LAP 
:REttUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU P~OYI~CE f~OM OCT 78 
~tO OCT 82. tNClOSURES. 

·tEXT: 

GC 310223 JAN 90 

ll 

cc 310223 JAN ~~ 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP' SYSTIM,WAS LOCATED IN 
YEN LAP VILLAGE, SONG THAO DISTRICT, YI~H PHU PR~VINCE. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1 
THROUGH K-5 HELD fORMER RVN OFFICIALS WHILE K-6 AND K-7 
WERE FOR CRIMINAL D~TINTI~N. TP.E CAMP VAS ADMINISTERED 
:BY 'l'liE PUBLIC Sl:CU~TY SERVICE (PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERICR. THERE WERE ABOUT 150 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND 
ADMINI~TERING THE ~~5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE t-5 
RAN~ID FROM 800-1,200 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 150 BY 250 MITERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER BIGB BRICK VALL TOPPED WITH 
AN EXTtNSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACH!D TO· STEF.L PlSTS. 
THERI WIRE GUARD TO~ERS ON THREt SIDES OF THE CAMP AND AT 
THE MAIN GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS L~CATED IN TP.E MIDDLE 
Ol tllE EAST VALL. INSIDE TRE COMPOUND VERE SIX REGULAR 
DETENTION AND ONE SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES. THE REGULAR 
DETENTION HOUSES V.E!I 6 BY 30 MF.TEKS IN DIMENSION AND 
MADL OF !RICK WITH TILE, CORRUGATED MtTAL, OR THATCHED 
ROOFS. EACH HOUSE VAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS. 
ADDITIONALLY INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN INMATE tiTCHtN, 
wARtHOUSt, MEETING tiOUSE, DISPENSARY, EMULATION HOUSE, 
PIG STY, AKD VATER CISTERN. ACROSS THE HAIN GATE VAS 
LOCATED THE CAMP HQ, CAD~E AREA, MEETING BOUSE AND A 
~ARlROUSE. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND CLOSE BY WERE 
ALSO FOUND A BRICK KIL~, SAVMILL, WATER PUMP, GFNERAT~R 
hOUSE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, AND FISH PONDS. 
AGRICULTURAL PaODUCTION AREAS VI!E FOUND lN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF TH~ CAMP. 

4. LA~OR REQUUEMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
IN10 L~~OR DiTAILS BT UNITS (DOOIJ) VITH ABOUT 30 
P~ISO~ERS PER UNIT- PRIMARY tABOR TAStS VtRE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS 1 PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUP~ SMALLF.R tf.AN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, SAVMILL, 
RAISING FISh, XITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES • 

5. 

0600 
0615 

GC 

SCHlDULE. 

AWAKENED BY GONG 
EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 

310223 JAN 90 
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CDSN = LGX834 MCN = 90031/106~7 TOR = 900310712 

HEADER 
R 310712Z JAN 90 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHlNGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUET.IAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 310513Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA 

() 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJC;Z(KQEBG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

PAGE:0030 

~I ,J 
'V J/1;--0 

~ r .r, 

~ vj;.,, di J/ 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05832 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0260 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0260 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K-5 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 8205 TO 8310 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: 820500-831000. 

SOIJRCF.: .__sc._.-- /SOURCE IS AN 

-· 
7r 

~ .. 

"""' 

; 
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ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORQF'NE'YSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM MAY 82 TO 
OCT 83. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP CAMP SYSTEM WAS 
LOCATED IN SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE. THE 
CLOSEST VILLAGE. WAS NAMED YEN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1 
THROUGH K-5 HELD POLITICAL PRISONERS QQ2,QD.INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 200 BY 250 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A BRICK WALL TOPPED WITH BARBED WIRE. 
GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED ON THREE SIDE AND AT THE MAIN 
GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
EAST WALL. INSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND THERE WERE SIX 
DETENTION HOUSES ABOUT 6 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION MADE 
OF BRICK AND ROOFED WITH TILES. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE THE 
COMPOUND STOOD A DISPENSARY, INMATE KITCHEN, MEETING 
HOUSE, SPECIAL DETE~TION HOUSE, EMULATION HOUSE AND TWO 
WATER CISTERNS. LOCATED ACROSS THE ROAD FROM THE MAIN 
GATE WERE THE CAMP HQ AND CADRE ADMIN/LIVING AREAS. 
OUTSIDE THE NORTH WALL WAS THE FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE. 
ON THE OPPOSITE BANK OF THE THAO RIVER WAS THE CAMP 
CEMETERY. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50-60 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, SUGAR CANE, 
AND GREEN VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO 
WERE INVOLVED IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, KITCHEN AND SANITATION 
DETAILS. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0500 
0630 
1130 
11130 
1730 
1900 

WAKE UP, EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE, BREAKFAST 
COMMENCE LABOR 
RETURN TO COMPOUND, LUNCH 
CONTINUE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 
LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES, ATTEND TO PERSONAL 
BUSINESS 

2100 ~LEEP 
6. INMATE POPULATION. FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS, 
NATL POLICE OFFICERS, AND CHAPLAINS MADE UP THE INMATE 
POPULATION. EVERY YEAR INMATES WERE ISSUED TWO LIGHT 
BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. THE FO_LLOWING INMATES WERE 

~ 

? 
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RECALLED. 

COL ((DUONG)) HIEN NGHIA 
COL (POL) ((CHU)) VAN SANG, COMMANDER NATL POLICE II 
CORPS 

~ 
;: ~ 

LCDR ( {NGUYEN)) VAN THUAT, COMMANDER LONG XUYEN NAVAL 
BASE 
MAJ ( ( TIEN) ) HUU DUC, BN COMMANDER, DALAT 

1. O~R· THAN THAT REPORTED IN IIR 
6 02~ 0256 90, SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY 
AMERICANS NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD 
VIETNAMESE WHO COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, 
EITHER IN CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL 
POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: . SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURES 
1. MEMORY DRAWING : 1 PG, 1 CY 
2. GENERAL LOCATION SKETCH 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 

#5832 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX722 MCN = 90031/09739 TOR = 900310639 

HEADER 
R 310639Z JAN 90 

·~~ 
\ .•. ~ 

PAGE:0026 
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, I t-... i · 1 ~ ~L-· \1 ,....., !J-, 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 

. f · .. h t 
~u1v, . 

j1' -)·; j:Ui..) 

RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 310223Z JAN 90 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON // 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 05806 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0257 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0257 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE K-
q TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7810 AND 8210 . 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

~ 

.~ 

I l 
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•·· 

·-.. 
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DOI: 781000-821000. 

SOURCE: .._5 c_,.; SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN MAJ WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 7810 TO 8210. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: . THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K-5 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 78 
TO OCT 82. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM WAS LOCATED IN 
YEN LAP VILLAGE, SONG THAO DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE. 

2. 1 ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP WAS ORGANIZED INTO 
SEVEN SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGH K-7. K-1 
THROUGH K-5 HELD FQRMER RVN OFFICIALS WHILE K-6 AND K-7 
WERE FOR CRIMINAL DETENTION. THE CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED 
BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS} OF THE MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR. THERE WERE ABOUT 150 PERSONNEL GUARDING AND 
ADMINISTERING THE K-5. TOTAL POPULATION OF THE K-5 
RANGED FROM 800-1,200 INMATES. 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K-5 CAMP 
COMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE ABOUT 150 BY 250 METERS. IT 
WAS SURROUNDED BY A 2.5 METER HIGH BRICK WALL TOPPED WITH 
AN EXTENSION OF BARBED WIRE ATTACHED TO STEEL POSTS. 
THERE WERE GUARD TOWERS ON THREE SIDES OF THE CAMP AND AT 
THE MAIN GATE. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE EAST WALL. INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE SIX REGULAR 
DETENTION AND ONE SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSES. THE REGULAR 
DETENTION HOUSES WERE 6 BY 30 METERS IN DIMENSION AND 
MADE OF BRICK WITH TILE, CORRUGATED METAL, OR THATCHED 
ROOFS. EACH HOUSE WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS. 
ADDITIONALLY INSIDE THE COMPOUND WERE AN INMATE KITCHEN, 
WAREHOUSE, MEETING HOUSE, DISPENSARY, EMULATION HOUSE, 
PIG STY, AND WATER CISTERN. ACROSS THE MAIN GATE WAS 
LOCATED THE CAMP HQ, CADRE AREA, MEETING HOUSE AND A 
WAREHOUSE. OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND CLOSE BY WERE 
ALSO FOUND A BRICK KILN, SAWMILL, WATER PUMP, GENERATOR 
HOUSE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, AND FISH PONDS. 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION AREAS WERE FOUND IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF THE CAMP. 

4. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
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INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOU~-30 
PRISONERS PER UNIT- PRIMARY LABOR TASKS WERE INVOLVED 
WITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND GREEN 
VEGETABLES. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSO WERE 
INVOLVED IN MAKING BRICKS, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, SAWMILL, 
RAISING FISH, KITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. SCHEDULE. 

0600 AWAKENED BY GONG 
0615 EXERCISE, PERSONAL HYGIENE 
06~5 BREAKFAST, ASSEMBLE, MUSTER 
0700 COMMENCE LABOR DUTIES 
1100 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
1300 CONTINUE LABOR 
1700 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, SUPPER 
18~5 LOCKED IN DETENTION HOUSES 
1900 ATTEND TO PERSONAL BUSINESS 
2100 SLEEP 

6. INMATE POPULATION. MOST OF THE INMATES WERE 
FORMER RVNAF OFFICERS WITH A FEW FORMER NATL POLICE, 
CHAPLAINS, AND CIVIL SERVANTS. TWICE PER YEAR INMATES 
WERE ISSUED ONE SET OF BLUE PAJAMA TYPE UNIFORMS. THE 
BACKS OF THE SHIRT~ WERE STENCILED IN LARGE LETTERING THE 
SUB-CAMP NUMBER, EG., K5. THE FOLLOWING FELLOW INMATES 
WERE RECALLED. 

COL ((CHU)) VAN SANG, MILITARY SECURITY SERVICE 
COL ((LNU)) LUAN, CHIEF UNIT 101 
COL ((TRAN)) KIM HOA, PRIME MINISTER'S PERSONAL STAFF 
LTC ((CU)) THANH LONG, DIRECTOR, BUDDHIST CHAPLAINS 
MAJ ({TRAN)) VIET CHAU, S-1 FOR A REGT UNDER 25TH INF DIV 
({THAN)) LUU HIEN, DA NANG 
MAJ ((NGUYEN)) LONG CHAU, INF OFFICERS SCHOOL STAFF 
MAJ ((THAN)) NGOC QUANG, BN COMMANDER IN 21ST INF DIV 
MAJ ((TRUONG)) MINH LOI 

7: . . SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS 
NOR ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE 
INTERVIEW AND ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 
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ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 2 ENCLOSURE~. 
1. MEMORY DRAWING . , 1 PG, 1CY --
2. GENERAL AREA SKETCH . . 1 PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A)." 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 

#5806 
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4.07 (pgm=reclist,(4)} RECORO NUMBER 192 

fac number= 4101 C 

fac no= 4101 
D 

fac-sub-no= f fac name= PIIY ?UQ T/i N LJ4. P 
1 bn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 0 irof= 

latitude= 
:;l\~CfcO . o'tStooO 

...4. ·1 ongi tude= I "'it- utm= VJ940771 jog= 

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VIHH PHU 

district= city= 

vi 11 age= hamlet= 

icr/cir= 

type prisoners= cadre rank= 

iams available= t~pe facility= RE us pow held= status= last active date= 

sketch available= pow held inclusive date= 

fac alt name= 

CAMP 4 TArf LA~ 

v:r.tJH-~v-- fJrtJv. p,.,'scli\ 

parent headquarters= additional sub units= 

sub units= ·~ .. 

remarks rel code= analyst initials= 

comnents= 



)4.07 (p~~reclist.(4)) RECORD NUMBER 193 

fac no• 4101 fac-sub-na- f fac name• PHU TMQ TA 1\l 4 f 

lbn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 

latitude= 
;J.l~ODo I 04~00 
~ longitude= -&- utm= VJ947789 jog= 

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU 

district= city= 

village= hamlet= 

icr/cir= 

type prisoners= cadre rank= 

iams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= 

sketch available= pow held inclusive date= 

f ac a 1t name;,. 

CAMP 5 

Vl:" N1f ~v- flr-~v, fl:sOIA 
TAtl LAP.. X 0 h1 Gr :r.o rJ G­

Ph.l4..~0 
parent headquarters= additional sub units= 

sub units= 

remarks rel code= analyst initials= 

conments= 

fac number• 4101 0 

0 irof= 

last active date= 

~-· 

I 

L ... 
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04.07 (p~~reclist,(4)) RECORD NUMBER 194 

J=. 
fac no• 4101 fac-sub-no• J fac name• ·~Uij TIIO 

lbn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 

latitude= 
:;). l ~(] 00 JO'f-SlOO 

0 longitude= 0 utm= VJ960793 jog= 

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU 

district= city= 

village= hamlet= 

icr/cir= 

type prisoners= cadre rank= 

iams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= 

sketch available= pow held inclusive date= 

f ac a 1t name= 

CAMP 6 4hQ tl tAP-

lJ:CIV H P~v. ·fl., \J Pr: ~ 0 V\ 

parent headquarters= additional sub units= 

sub units= 

temarks rel code=. analyst initials= 

conments= 

. ...--. 

fac number= 4101 E 

0 irof= 

last active date= 

.•.. 
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i8. 04.07 tp·gm=reclist r (4)) RECORD NUMBER 195 
fac number= 4101 F 

fac no• 4101 fac-sub-no• tj f ac name= PI ttf Tll6 

lbn no= current date= 87.10.28 cat= 0 irof= 

dl.33 ()c,J o'l'l;-()o £.. 
latitude= -&- · longitude= I -&-- utm= VJ751834 jog= 

country= VN hardcopy= Y providence= VINH PHU 

district= city= 

village= hamlet= 

icr/cir= 

type prisoners= cadre rank= 

iams available= type facility= RE us pow held= status= last active date= 

sketch available= pow held inclusive date= 

fac alt name= 

parent headquarters= additional sub units= 

sub units= ·•·· 

remarks rel code= analyst initials= 

conments= 
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BASIC DESCRIPTION 

Physical Features 

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675' x 600'. It contains 13 
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 storage, 1 
mess facility, !latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3). 

Status and Activity 

The possible PW detention area appears to be functioning at a light operational level. 
(Figures 4 and 5) reveals fewer buildings, less ground scarring: 

trenches in disrepair, and fence segments collapsed However, PW 
detention remains a distinct possibility. 

Security 

The possible PW detention area is completely walled and has one entrance in the east 
wall. The arcade-type entrance is inside a security building. One possible PW detention 
builqing Utem 4, Figure 3) is surrounded by a wall and has fenced possible exercise areas. 
The remaining possible PW detention buildings (items 7 and 8, Figure 3) are partially 
surrounded by fences and also have fenced possible exercise areas. The possible detention 
area has guard towers at each corner, the newest of which is at the south corner. 
Defensively, the trench system within the walls and in the surrounding area is in a state of 
disrepair. No evidence of camouflage or deception is discernible. 

REFERENCE DATA 
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INSTALLATION OR ACTIVITY NAME COUNTRY 

Xom Giong Possible PW Detention Installation N-·54 VN 

MAP REFERENCE 

ABSTRACT 

This report is a analysis of Xom Giong Possible PW 
Detention Installation N-54, located in north-central North Vietnam. The possible PW 
de,tenti'ri area is square and contains 13 buildings for administration, support, and possible 
prisoner detention. Four ~uard towers are present. 
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BASIC DESCRIPTION 

Physical Features 

The possible PW detention area has maximum dimensions of 675' x 600'. It contains 13 
buildings: 3 possible PW detention, 2 administration, 2 barracks, 2 support, 1 storage, 1 
mess facility, !latrine, and 1 arcade security building (Figure 3). 

Status and Activity 

The possible PW detention area appears to be functioning at a light operational level: 
(Figures 4 and 5) reveals fewer buildings, less ground scarring, 

trenches in disrepair, and fence segments collapsed on latest imagery. However, PW 
detention remains a distinct possibility. 

Security 

The possible PW detention area is completely walled and has one entrance in the east 
wall. ,The rrcade-type entrance is inside a security building. One possible PW detention 
build'ing cltem 4, Figure 3) is surrounded by a wall and has fenced possible exercise areas. 
The. remaining possible PW detention buildings (items 7 and 8, Figure 3) are partially 
surrounded by fences and also have fenced possible exercise areas. The possible detention 
area has guard towers at each cQrner, the newest of which is at the south corner. 
Defensively, the trench system within the walls and in the surrounding area is in a state of 
disrepair. No evidence of camouflage or deception is discernible. 
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01 311b11Z JUL 85 RR 

DIA WASHINGTON DC. 

JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 

AMEMB KUALA LUMPR MY 

-20,867/DC-2 ,. ~ 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

REF: JCRC LNB RPT 35-044, RE: Jc. 
1· EXTREMELY INTERESTED IN RECEIVING REF RPT 

TRANSMITTING INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ~~ 

DPOB: ~ .[) 

AS OF JUN 85. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN IMPRISONED IN NVN DURING 

1962-77 ON VARIOUS ANTI-GOVERNMENT CHARGES. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE ASSISTANCE IN OBTAINING A PHOTOGRAPH OF THIS 

INDIVIDUAL. IF TIME PERMITS DURING ANY POSSIBLE FUTURE CONTACT WITH 

HIM, REQUEST HE PROVIDE DETAILS CONCERNING THE LOCATION, LAYOUT {TO 

INCLUDE SKETCHES}, OF CAMP NAMES/NUMERICAL DESIGNATORS, CAMP 

\/ 
MR. TOURISON/50501/31JUL85/PFD 

R.ST, u~y2_ CH'/ 
.o//(~~4r(; 

-:-

~ 

·-.... 

,... 



02 02 RR 

SUBORDINATION AND FUNCTION, AND IDENTIFICATION OF CAMP CADRE IN 

PRISONS WHERE HE REPORTED BEING DETAINED TO INCLUDE PHU THO PRISON 

{b2-b5}, HA GIANG PRISON {b5-70}, LAO CAl {70-77}. WE WOULD ALSO 

BE INTERESTED IN HIS IDENTIFYING ALL FOREIGNERS HE EVER PERSONALLY 

OBSERVED OR HEARD TO HAVE BEEN AT ANY OF THESE PRISONS, TO INCLUDE 

DOWNED u.s. AIRMEN, AND HIS UNDERSTANDING OF THE CURRENT STATUS OF 

THESE PRISONS. 

3. · POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 
·~ 

--- -ry ·-
~ ,... 
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C1SEARCH 

MSGNO 180 (PCXX) *07/24/85* *05:08:06.0.8* 
' · ZCZC 10:06 :ll8Z (PC) 

R 240811Z JUL 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 240758Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT 

PAGE -- 0001 

<> SECTION 01 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>43927<><> 

.... 

- ,,,_ ... ·· 

CITE: 3440 JULY 85 
EZ2: 
SUBJ:· JCRC REPORT ~5-044, AMERICAN REMAINS IN BAN ME 

THUOT 
REF: A. DIA/DC-2 MSG, DTG 221609Z APR 85 
1. SOURCE. NAME: ~.)(.:.. . DPOB: 5 D 

FORMER LOCK MANUFACTURER AND FORMER POLITI-
CAL PRISONER ( 15 YEARS); PRESENT LOCATION: S iJ . 

~ /) ID DATA: 5 D DO!: 
APRIL 1985; OTHER: .SOURCE DEPARTED VIETNAM ON 1o MAY 85. 
HE HAS A BROTHER, _r)L) • LIVING AT 

·3D HIS FINAL ADDRESS 
IN VIETNAM WAS (J /) . . 

HCMC; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 11 JUNE 85; IN­
TERVIEWED BY: THOMAS R. MCKAY, CW2, USA. 
2. SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES LIMITED HEARSAY 
INFORMATION OF A WOMAN IN BAN ME THUOT WHO CLAIMS TO 
POSSESS THE REMAINS OF TWO AMERICANS. SOURCE ALSO PRO­
VIDES INFORMATION OF HIS BROTHER WHO POSSIBLY CORRELATES 
TO AN OPNS 34A COMMANDO WHO DESERTED PRIOR TO 1975. 
END SUMMARY. 
3. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATED BY SOURCE 
TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. IN APRIL 1985, SOURCE MET HIS 
COUSIN 5 D . • s ~ . IS A 
BUSINESS WOMAN WHO COMMONLY TRAVELS TO BAN ME THUOT FROM 
HCMC DEALING IN FABRICS .SD HAS A SON, S..D 
OF WHO SETTLED 
IN THE US AS A. REFUGEE) • SD TOLD SOURCE SHE HAS A FRIEND 
(U/I) WHO LIVES IN ~~) WHO CURRENTLY POSSESSES 
THE REMAINS OF TWO AMERICANS. SJ> TOLD SOURCE THIS WHEN 
SHE ASKED HIM IF HE HAD ANY CONTACTS IN THE US TO WHOM SHE 
COULD REPORT THIS INFORMATION. sD DID NOT KNOW SOURCE 
WAS PLANNING TO LEAVE VIETNAM AT THAT TIME. (NFI REGARD­
ING 5 ;J INFORMATION). 

"" 
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4. SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN HELD POLITICAL 
PRisONER IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM 1902-1977 FOR THE OFFENSE 
OF RESISTING THE REVOLUTION AND ATTEMPTING TO COUNTER OF­
FICIAL DRV PROPAGANDA. HE WAS HELD IN PHU THO FROM 1962-
65, IN HA GIANG FROM 1965-70 AND IN LAO CAl FROM 1970-77. 
SOURCE RECALLED BEING IN THE SAME CAMP (BUT SEPARATELY) IN 
PHU THO (1963-64) WITH APPROXIMATELY 80 COMMANDOS AND SPIES 
BUT WAS ALLOWED NO CONTACT WITH THEM. SOURCE RECALLED TWO 
WERE KILLED FOR PLANNING AN ESCAPE ATTEMPT. THEY WERE 
MOVED . (TO WHERE, UNKNOWN) SOMETIME IN 1964. IN HA GIANG, 
SOURCE RECALLED MEETING ONLY ONE COMMANDO, NAMED KIEN 
(tniKNOWN IF NGUYEN THAI KIEN). WHO WAS OF SHORT STATURE 
AND WAS APPROX 40-45 YOA AT THAT TIME. SOURCE HEARD HE 
WAS A RVN SPY WHO WAS ARRESTED NEAR THE HA LAO BORDER. 
AT LAO CAl, SOURCE RECALLED COMMANDOS NGUYEN QUOC DINH 
WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED AFTER PARACHUTING INTO NVN AND WHO 
IS NOW RESETTLED IN THE US FOR THE PAST TWO YEARS. (NFI). 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED COMMANDO LUYEN WHO WAS LATER MOVED 
TO THANH HOA. SOURCE HEARD LUYEN IS STILL BEING HELD • 
SOURCE ALSO RECALLED A TALL COMMANDO NAMED LAM (NOTE: 
POSSIBLY NGUYEN NGOC LAM) WHO WAS ALSO CAPTURED AFTER 
PARACHUTING INTO NVN. SOURCE ADMITTED DISCUSSING HIS 
KNOWLEDGE OF THE ABOVE PERSONS WITH COMMANDO NA 1\, g. 

(SEE JCRC MSG RPT 35-045), WHOM HE MET AT A FIRST 
ASYLUM CAMP IN MALAYSIA PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT PULAU BIDONG, 
WHO IS ,NOW IN THE PHILIPPINES (SIC). 
5. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE COMMANDOS, SOURCE 
RECALLED AN ANTI-COMMUNIST FIGURE NAMED LY CA SA WHO WAS 
IMPRISONED IN LAO CAl. LY CA SA WAS A GENERAL IN AN ANTI­
COMMUNIST FORCE WHO WAS CAPTURED INFILTRATING FROM LAOS 
IN 1960-62. AS OF SOURCE'S RELEASE, HE WAS STILL IN LAO 
CAl (1977). BUT SOURCE LATER HEARD THAT HE HAD SUCCESS­
FULLY ESCAPED INTO CHINA AND FOUGHT AGAINST NVN DURING 
THE 1979 CHINA BORDER ATTACKS AND NOW LIVES IN CHINA. 
LY CA SA WAS REPUTED TO BE PHYSICALLY VERY STRONG AND WAS 
ETHNIC NORTH VIETNAMESE. SOURCE RECALLED AN INDONESIAN 
NAMED MAR-I-TIN-NET (PHONETIC) WHO WAS CAPTURED IN 1960 
AS AN INDONESIAN SPY TARGETTED AGAINST CHINA. HE WAS 
CAPTURED IN A BOAT OFF THE COAST AND INITIALLY CLAIMED 
TO BE A FISHERMAN. HE DlED OF ILLNESS IN LAO CAl IN 
1974-75. MAR-I-TIN-NET HAD A FELLOW INMATE FRIEND IN LAO 
CAl NAMED VUONG DIEU DINH WHO HAD PLANNED A PRISON ESCAPE 
WITH HIM IN 1974-75. THE INDONESIAN WAS ILL, SO DINH 
ESCAPED ALONE. DINH WAS RECAPTURED ALIVE IN 1977 BY A 
PAVN REGIMENT WHICH WAS MOBILIZED TO RECAPTURE HIM. 
6. SOURCE CLAIMED THE FOLLOWING FAMILY MEMBERS: 
BT 
#3927 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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C1SEARCH PAGE 0003 

MSGNO 181 (PCXX) *07/24/85* *05:08:06-.2.1* 

.. ..,, 

ZCZC 10:06:48Z (PC) 

R 240812Z JUL 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 240758Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT 

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>43927<><> 
CITE: 3440 JULY 85 
EZ2: 
SUBJ:· JCRC REPORT 35-044, AMERICAN REMAINS IN BAN ME 

~ 
\ 
\ 

~) 

7. WHEN QUESTIONED ABOUT SD DEPARTURE FOR 
THE US, SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1975, HE HAD 
GONE TO IRAN (PURPOSE, EMPLOYMENT UNK} ALONE. SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE COMMUNIST TAKE-OVER OF THE SOUTH, ~ ARRANG­
ED FOR SOMEONE IN SAIGON TO PUT HIS WIFE AND SEVEN CHILD­
REN ON AN AIRCRAFT WHEREUPON HE MET THEM IN THE US, WHERE 
THEY HAVE LIVED EVER SINCE. SOURCE HIMSELF LIVED IN THE 
SOUTH FROM 1977 TO 1985. 
8. COMMENT. WE NOTE AN AMAZING SIMILARITY OF 
CIRCUMSTANCES CONCERNING THE NGUYEN QUANG CHUNG OPN 34A 



-: 

C1SEARCH 

.. ..,. 

DESERTER (REF A) AND SOURCE 1 S BROTHER, BOTH IN NAME 
N A M. fi..J ARE PRONOUNCED THE- SAME IN THE NORTHERN 

DIALECT) AND IN HIS LITTLE UNDERSToOD DEPARTURE FROM 
VIETNAM. SOURCE HIMSELF HAS STRONG SQUARE FACED HEAVY 
FACIAL FEATURES SIMILAR TO ETHNIC PEOPLES OF NORTH VIETNAM 
WHICH CAUSED INTERVIEWER, UPON FIRST SIGHT, TO GUESS HE 
WAS A FORMER COMMANDO. SOURCE HAD LITTLE TO PROVIDE CON­
CERNING HIS BACKGROUND FROM 19511 UNTIL 1962, WHEN HE CLAIMS 
ARREST. EVEN THOUGH 28 YOA AT HIS TIME OF ARREST, HE 
SERVED NO TIME IN THE PAVN. HIS KNOWLEDGEABILITY OF COM­
MANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD SEEMED SKETCHY AND WAS 
GENERALLY CONFINED TO INDIVIDUALS ALSO KNOWN BY 
NkNII _. WITH WHOM HE ADMITTED DISCUSSING THESE COMMON 
ACQUAINTANCES. INTERVIEWER FELT AT TIMES SOURCE PROVIDED 
THE LY CA SA AND MAR-I-TIN-NET INFORMATION IN AN ATTEMPT 
TO AVOID IN-DEPTH QUESTIONING CONCERNING HIS LACK OF 
KNOWLEDGE OF FELLOW COMMANDO INMATES. ALTHOUGH NOT ABLE 
TO PINPOINT IT DURING THE INTERVIEW, INTERVIEWER FEELS 
SOURCE DID NOT DIVULGE THE COMPLETE TRUTH CONCERNING HIS 
BACKGROUND. SOURCE DID, HOWEVER, CONVINCE INTERVIEWER 
{WHO HAS WORKED AS A BONDED LOCKSMITH) THAT HE UNDERSTOOD 
THE INNER WORKINGS OF A WARDED LOCK, THE TYPE HE CLAIMED 
TO MANUFACTURE FROM MOLDS. 

#3927 
NNNN 
NNDD 

PAGE 0004 
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MSGNO 

""'*· 

423 (PCXX} *06/22/87* * 13: 11 :01-.6. 5* 
ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC} 
EMI DTG : 87062211081148 

P 221503Z JUN 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 201520Z JUN 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC. 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
BT 
EZ1: 

SECTION 01 OF 02 

-0512/VO-PW 
SERIAL: 6-014-0016-87 
PASS: N/P 
COUNTRY£ VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0016-87/CONCENTRATION DECREE 

DOI: 861200 (RO) 
. -

PAGE 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT, ~C., WHOSE REPORTING 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 
SUMMARY: SOURCE DISCUSSES THE BASIC MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (HOI) 
AUTHORITY FOR DETENTION OF INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF TRIAL AND 
DESCRIBES HOW IT WAS USED AT THE TIME OF HIS ARREST IN HANOI IN 
1962. 
TEXT: 
1. IN 1960 THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY PROMULGATED A GOVERNMENT 
DECREE KNOWN AS THE CONCENTRATION DECREE (SAC LENH TAP TRUNG). 
THIS DECREE WAS INTENDED TO SERVE AS THE AUTHORITY FOR THE MINISTRY 
OF PUBLIC SECURITY (MPS) TO ARREST AND IMPRISON THOSE ELEMENTS 
WHICH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
CONSIDERED A THREAT TO THE INTERNAL SECURITY OF THE COUNTRY. THE 
PHRASE USED IN THE DECREE WAS AIMED AT THOSE WHO WERE. A "DANGER TO 
THE REVOLUTION" (NGUYEN HAI CHO CACH MANH). THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES 
OF INDIVIDUALS THIS DECREE ADDRESSED INCLUDED THE BOURGEOISE, 
INTELLECTUALS, THE RELIGIOUS, THOSE WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED IN 
THE ARMY OR CIVIL ADMINISTATION UNDER THE FRENCH, AND LANDOWNERS. 
UNDER THIS DECREE THE MPS HAD THE AUTHORITY TO ARREST AND CONFINE 
INDIVIDUALS WITHOUT BENEFIT OF COURT TRIAL. THIS AUTHORITY 
PERMITTED THE SECURITY SERVICES TO REMOVE FROM SOCIETY ALL THOSE 

0012 
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WHOSE ACTIVITIES WERE COUNTER TO THE OBJECTIVES OF THE COMMUNIST 
PHILOSOPHY OR WHO HAD VIEWS WHICH, IF SPREAD ABOUT THE POPULATION, 
PRESENTED A POTENTIAL THREAT TO THE COMMUNISTS' ABILITY TO CONTROL 
THE THOUGHTS OF THE POPULACE. 
2. BEGINNING IN AT LEAST 1960 THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY PUBLIC 

PAGE 

SECURITY OFFICE ( PSO) BEGAN AN EXTREMELY AGGRESSIVE EFFORT TO 
LOCATE AND IDENTIFY ALL THOSE RESIDENTS COVERED BY THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. THIS WAS A SLOW AND CAREFUL EFFORT WHICH 
CONTINUED INTO 1962 AND INVOLVED MASSIVE ARRESTS IN THE HANOI AREA. 
THE SECURITY SERVICES ACTIVITIES IN 1960-62 ALSO INVOLVED A LARGE 
SCALE EFFORT BY THE PSO TO RECRUIT MEMBERS OF THE VARIOUS CLASSES 
WHO WERE THE OBJECTS OF THE CONCENTRATION DECREE. SOURCE WAS SUCH 
A TARGET DURING THIS PERIOD AND MET MONTHLY WITH A MEMBER OF THE 
PSO WHO BOTH INTERVIEWED AND TASKED HIM WITH COLLECTION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION ABOUT ACTIVITIES AND PERSONALITIES 
WITHIN THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IN HANOI CITY. AFTER BEING 
IMPRISONED IN 1962 SOURCE SPOKE WITH MANY OTHER NOVICE PRIESTS WHO 
STATED THEY TOO HAD BEEN THE SUBJECT OF SECURITY SERVICES 
SURVEILLANCE AND HAD UNDERGONE THE SAME MONTHLY MEETINGS AS HE HAD 
THOUGH IN DIFFERENT AREAS OF HANOI CITY. (VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE'S 
ACTIVITIES IN THIS REGARD WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF SEPARATE 
REPORTING.) 
3. THE ARREST PROCEDURES FOR THOSE DETAINED UNDER THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE WERE RELATIVELY UNIFORM. · THE EXPERIENCE 
SOURCE UNDERWENT ON HIS DAY OF ARREST WAS, ACCORDING TO MANY OTHERS 
WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD, THE NORMAL ARREST PROCEDURE BEING FOLLOWED 
AT THAT TIME. SECURITY SERVICES OFFICIALS AND LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE 
CADRE WOULD COME TO THE INDIVIDUAL'' S RESIDENCE EARLY IN THE 
MORNING, ASSEMBLE THE ENTIRE FAMILY, AND READ THE INDIVIDUAL THE 
CONCENTRATION ORDER (LENH TAP TRUNG). THE CONCENTRATION ORDER WAS 
SIGNED BY TRAN DUY HUNG, CHAIRMAN OF THE HANOI MUNICIPALITY 
ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE,AND DIRECTED THE ARREST OF THE NAMED 
INDIVIDUAL FOR ACTIONS HARMFUL TO PUBLIC ORDER. THE PERIOD OF 
DETENTION WAS NOT SPECIFIED AND THE FAMILY WOULD BE ADVISED THE 
LETENTION PERIOD WOULD BE DETERMINED ONLY AFTER A THOROUGH 
INVESTIGATION AND A DETERMINATION BY THE PSO AS TO THE INDIVIDUAL'S 
ATTITUDE. 
4. THE INDIVIDUAL WOULD BE ESCORTED BY ARMED GUARDS IN A PSO 
VEHICLE TO HOA LO PRISON FOR INVESTIGATION. DURING 1962 
APPROXIMATELY 20-30 PERSONS ARRIVED AT HOA LO PRISON EACH DAY. AT 
TIMES THE PRISON .BECAME OVERCROWDED AND SOME DETAINEES WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES UNTIL THEIR 
INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN COMPLETED. THIS INCLUDED WELL KNOWN 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITIES USED FOR PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION 
SUCH AS THANH TRI PRISON AND THE PRISON ON NAM BO STREET ACROSS 
FROM THE HANG CO RAILWAY STATION. SINCE THE SECURITY SERVICES HAD 
ALREADY DETERMINED THEY WOULD IMPRISON ALL THOSE ARRESTED AND HAD, 
SINCE 1960, DEVELOPED CONSIDERABLE INFORMATION ON THEM, THE 
INVESTIGATION PHASE BY THE PSO WAS BRIEF. SOURCE UNDERWENT NO MORE 
THAN 30 DAYS CONFINEMENT AT HOA LO PRISON. DURING THIS PERIOD HE 
WAS CALLED OUT FOR INTERROGATION, NORMALLY AT ABOUT 2200 HOURS, 
LASTING UNTIL 0100-0200 HOURS. THE QUESTIONS WERE POSED BY THE 

.'\. 
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CELL BLOCK DUTY OFFICER. HE WAS ONtl HALF INTERESTED IN THE PROCESS 
AND SPENT MOST OF HIS TIME ANSWERING THE DUTY PHONE WHICH WAS 
REPORTING SECURITY CONDITIONS IN AND AROUND THE HANOI CITY AREA 
ONCE EACH HOUR. SOURCE WAS REQUIRED TO FILL OUT A PERSONAL 
HISTORY STATEMENT EACH TIME HE WAS CALLED OUT AND WAS ASKED TO 
CLEARLY IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE HIS ASSOCIATES IN THE HANOI AREA WITH 
EMPHASIS ON THOSE TYPES OF INDIVIDUALS IDENTIFIED IN THE 
CONCENTRATION DECREE. 
5. AFTER ONE MONTH IN HOA LO PRISON SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED 
WI~ APPROXIMATELY 50 OTHER PERSONS BY BOAT TO THE AREA OF THE AM 
TRUONG RAILWAY STATION AND PLACED IN YEN THO PRISON, PHU THO 
PROVINCE. HE ARRIVED AT YEN THO UNDER A THREE YEAR CONFINEMENT 
ORDER ( LENH TAP TRUNG 3 NAM) WHICH WAS THE NORMAL CONFINEMENT 
PERIOD. THE 3-YEAR PERIOD STRETCHED INTO 15 YEARS UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TEMPORARILY RELEASED IN 1977. 
6. . THE CONFINEMENT ORDERS WHICH INDIVIDUALS SUCH AS SOURCE 
RECEIVED MOST OFTEN WERE FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS. THE LENGTH 
OF TIME IDENTIFIED FOR CONFINEMENT DID NOT MEAN THE INDIVIDUAL 
WOULD"BE AUTOMATICALLY RELEASED AT THE EXPIRATION OF THAT TIME, 
RATHER THE INDIVIDUAL'S CASE WAS UP FOR REVIEW AT THAT TIME. BASED 
ON SOURCE'S EXPERIENCE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAM PRISON SYSTEM, THOSE 
WHO WERE NOVICE PRIESTS SUCH AS HIMSELF NORMALLY SPENT AT LEAST 15 
YEARS IN THE PRISON SYSTEM RISING OUT OF A THREE YEAR CONCENTRATION 
ORDER. THOSE WHO HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE FRENCH UNION FORCES 
OR WERE .FORMER ADMINISTRATORS UNDER THE FRENCH SERVED AT LEAST 10 
YEARS IN PRISON. MOST INMATES REFERRED TO THE PERIOD OF THREE YEAR 
CONFINEMENT AS A "KHOA", MEANING A FIXED PERIOD OF TIME, AND 
REFERRED TO THE LENGTH OF TIME THAY HAD BEEN IN PRISON BY THE 
BT 
:/10704 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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420 (PCXX) *06/22/87* *13:11:07~5.7* 
ZCZC 18:07:57Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 8706221107117~ 

P 221503Z JUN 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 201520Z JUN 87 
FM .DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MI~/1 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
BT 

FINAL SECTION OF 02 
EZ2: 
NUMBER OF "KHOA". IN SOURCE'S CASE, HE SPENT FIVE "KHOA"IN PRISON. 
7. VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCE IS 6 c-- A CURRENT 
RESIDENT OF THE U.S., ARRESTED IN 1962 AND RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 
1977. HE IS CURRENTLY UNDERGOING DEBRIEFING BY DIA/VO-PW FOR 
INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. THE CONCENTRATION 

·ORDER HE DESCRIBES WAS THE HANOI GOVERNMENT'S AUTHORITY USED IN 
1975 TO INCARCERATE FORMER MEMBERS OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED 
FORCES, FO~ER CIVIL SERVANTS, AND OTHERS DETAINED IN SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM FOLLOWING THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER OF THE SOUTH ON 30 APR 75. 

BT 
110705 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE . ZYUW RUEKJCS6046 2141318 
R 021752Z AUG 85 
FM OIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
~~r.nFF WASHINGTON OC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 

-20,886/DC-2 
SUBJ: REPORT OF tNTERVIEW 
1. IN APPR6~1MATELY NOVE~BER 1978 THE PAROLEE INMATES AT THE 
HONG THANG AGRICULTURAL SITE (NONG TRUONG HONG THANG} CONTROLLED BY 
PHO LU PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN LAP PRISON. THE INMATES WERE 
MOVED DUE TO THE IMPENDING BORDER HOSTILITIES BETWEEN THE PEOPLE 1 S 
REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC} AND THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM (SRV). 
THE PAROLEES REMAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UNTIL APPROXIMATELY JANUARY 
OR FEBRUARY 1979 WHEN THEY WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION 
AREA (KHU SAN XUAT 1(HANH LAM) , ALSO KNOWN AS SUBCAMP K-4 OF THE 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 
2. · WHILE AT ~AN LAP PRISON ENLISTED CADRE, SGT. PHAM THANH 
DONG, REMARKED TO SOURCE THAT AMERICAN POWS HAD BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP 
PRISON DURING THE WAR YEARS. HE MADE NO FURTHER MENTION OF THE 
PRESENCE OF U.S. POWS AT TAN LAP AND DID NOT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP 
THE POWS WERE HELD. 
3. SOURCE HAD VISITED THE TAN LAP PRISON BRIEFLY IN MID-1965, 
DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIMATELY AUGUST 1965. AT THAT TIME THE 
PRISON FACILITIES WERE PRIMITIVE. HE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS OPS 
34A COMMANDO TEAM W6RE BRIEFLY HELD THERE AT THAT TIME WHILE IN 
TRANSIT BETWEEN HOA LO PRISON AND QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE TAN LAP 
PRISON WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL 
DETENTION FACILITY. SOURCE NEITHER OBSERVED NOR HEARD OF ANY 
AMERICANS AT TAN LAP IN 1965. SOURCE BELIEVED THE TAN LAP PRISON WAS 
DESIGNATED A MODEL PRISON (TRAI KIEU MAU) IN THE LATE l970S. 
4. SOURCE OF PARAS 1-3 IS ;l~V A FORMER OPS 34A 
COMMANDO CAPTURED IN ·1964. HE PREVIOUSLY STATED HE HEARD OF U.S. 
PWS FROM FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY AIRBORNE PERSONNEL HE MET IN 
1979 AND WHO SAID THEY HEARD U.S. PWS WERE HELD AT TAN LAP IN 
1967-68. DIA IS NOT AWARE OF ANY U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP 
DURING THE WAR. MOST FORMER OPS 34A COMMANDOS WHO HAVE TRANSITED 
TAN LAP HAVE REPORTED A SIMILAR HEARSAY STORY ATTRIBUTED TO CAMP 
GUARDS. 
5. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

ACT I O"N DC- 2 (2) 
INFO . USDP: ISA (1) USDP:MIA (1) CMB QC (1) SECDEF: (l) 

SECDEF(9) USDP(11) NMIC(l) VO(l) DIA(2) 
+SAFE 

(M) 
30 

MCN=85214/04632 TOR=85214/1316Z~ TAD=85214/1330Z CDSN=MIA038 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
021752Z AUG 85 

··\ i 
.. \; 



. .;:: 

-· 
ROUTINE 
R 231619Z AUG 85 
FM ~lA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

-20,999/DC-2 

DEPARTMENT OF-DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEK~CS1159 2352203 

CIA WASHINGTON DC· 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 
1. . DIA HAS REVIEWED PW/MIA INFORMATION FROM OPS 34A 
COMMANDO~. ONE CONTINUING TREND IN PW/MIA REPORTING FROM THOSE 
FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE PAROLED AND TRANSITED THE TAN LAP PRISON 
(AKA: PHU THO) IS CONSISTENT HEARSAY REPORTS FROM LOWER RANKING 

CAMP GUARDS AT TAN LAP CIRCA 1978 THAT U.S. PWS WERE HELD THERE 
DURING THE WAR YEARS. DIA HAS NO INFORMATION TO SUPPORT SUCH 
CLAIMS. (THE TAN LAP PRISON IS A WELL KNOWN FACILITY OF AT LEAST 
SEVEN SUBCAMPS WITH SIX OF THE CAMPS LOCATED IN AN AREA FROM 
VJ 8qq7q~ TO VJ q60793. ONE SUBCAMP IS LOCATED AT VJ 905807. 
2. DIA RECORDS DEPICT A WARTIME DETENTION FACILITY 
IDENTIFIED AS THE XOM GIONG POSSIBLE PW DETENTION INSTALLATION, BE 
NR.~~616-003474 (75900), LOCATED AT VJ 906807, 213151N/1045430E. 
THIS IS THE LOCATION OF ONE OF THE TAN LAP SUBCAMPS. THE CAMP WAS 
REPORTEDLY A SUSPECTED PENAL INSTITUTION SHOWING SOME SIGNS OF 
PARTIAL DISMANTLING AS OF FEB 67, APPARENTLY ABANDONED AS OF JAN 68, 
AND THEN ACTIVE WITH SIGNATURES OF A DETENTION FACILITY AS OF JUN 71. 
(DC-2 COMMENT: THE PERIOD WHEN THE PRISON WAS APPARENTLY DISMANTLED 
DOES COINCIDE WITH THE DISMANTLING OF OTHER FACILITIES IN NVN SUCH 
AS CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3.) OF INTEREST IS A REFERENCE TO USMACTHAI 
I IR 6-074-0007-74,.30 SEP 74, REPORTING THE RESULTS OF THE DEBRIEF 
OF A RETURNEE. COMMENTS INDICATED THAT THE FACILITY IN 

·WHICH THE THAI WAS HELD, PRESUMABLY PRIOR TO EARLY 1973, APPEARED 
TO CORRESPOND TO THE FACILITY THEN CARRIED AS TH XOM GIONG POSSIBLE 
PW DETENTION INSTALLATION. INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER 
COMMANDO HELD AT TAN LAP BRIEFLY IN 1965 AND HE NEITHER SAW NOR 
HEARD OF ANY U.S. PWS ·THERE AT THAT TIME. HE TOO HEARD THE HEARSAY 
ACCOUNTS OF U.S. PWS AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR YEARS. 
3. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THIS IS IN AN AREA WITHIN 
TEN KILO~~~{ THE SUBCAMP AT VJ 852936 WHERE FOR_~~~-. R.O.B.ERL 
GARWOOD AS HELDt IN LIEN IRA I I OF GRQJ!L77-~(TNl;ARWOOD' S BOOK 

11 CONVE"R"S": ~ TH THE ENEMY", HE HAS CLAIMED HE WAS HELD IN THE 
BA VI/BAT BAT AREA FROM 1971 UNTIL SHORTLY AFTER THE 1975 CEASEFIRE 
WHEN HE WAS "MOVED TO LIEN TRAI I.) 
4. REQUEST ANY INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE CONCERNING ANY 
REPORTS OF U.S. PWS HELD AT TAN LAP OR IN THIS GENERAL AREA PRIOR 
TO THE ARRIVAL OF ROBERT GARWOOD. FURTHER, CAN YOU PROVIDE ANY 
IDENTIFICATION AND/OR DETAILS CONCERNING THE THAI kETURNEE WHO 
DIA/DC-2 BELIEVED MAY HAVE BEEN HELD AT TAN LAP DURING THE WAR. 
(DC-2 COMMENT: IF A THAI WERE HELD THERE IN 1974 IT SEEMS HE MIGHT 

NOT HAVE BEEN HELD ALONE.) 
5. i POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

ACT I ON DC- 2 (2) 
INFO NMIC(l) VO(l) DIA(l) 

+SAFE 

(D,6,8,F) 

MCN=B5235/06532 TOR=85235/220~ TAD=85235/2209Z CDSN=MIA828 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
231619Z AUG 85 
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r101 
V'ZCZCTRI * 
RR RUEKJCS RUF.ADWW RUEr.JCS RUEKJCS RUHQRQA RUEAllA 
RUHQBPA RULii!CL RUEHHK 
r.~ nu<'n1lv •<;24:3/01 029 •• 

I 

n ~~~c4lZ JAN 90 
FM USDAO !ANC~OK TH//PV-MlA/1 
TO RUIKJCS / DIA WASHINGTON D~ 

CHRG El 
APPRVr 

RFTD: 
INFO RUIADWW / WP.ITEaOUSE VASHDC//NSC DR KARL 
~UE~JCS / ~ECD~F WASHDCIIOASD-ISAIPW-HIAII 
RUIKJCS I JCS WASHDC/IJ5IOJCS-PV-HlAII 

HCKSON II 
DlSTR: 

RUHQHQA I USCINCPAC p~untn~" MtiiJ21J233IJ~IJ3EII 
RUEAIIA I CIA VASHD~ 
RUH~BPA /CDR JCRC ~Ano~n~ r1 n' 
RUEH~L / USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEhHK I USDLO HONG ~ONC 
BT 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

!iF.RUL: 

COUNTRY: 

liR e 024 0233 90 

VIETNAM (911) 

ORCIN: 

SU~J: IIR 6 024 0233 90IABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN THE~-
2 TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP BETWEEN 7710 - 8109 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

tOl: 771000-810900. 

' I ;:5~ /SOU!lCE IS AN ODP 
' -"EFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND A 

FORMER ARVN CAPTAIN WHO VAS INCARCERATED IN THE l-2 TAN 
LAP REEDUCATION CAMP FRO~ 7710 -910~. SOURCE RELIABILITY 
UAS NOT SEEN ESTABLl~RtD. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVICf.S LIMITED INI.>RMATION CONCERNl~G TRE O~GANIZATION 
ANU PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE !-2 TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE. 

'IEX'l': 

1. GEOGRAPHY. EXACT LOCATION OF TAN LAP WAS 

cr.~ 290641 JAN 90 

··.: .· 

DAO 01/29/90 
DAOzOM)ORE 
DAO:GESCEARCE:~ 
DAO :JGMUl 
Cl!RON DA03 AMP. 
DCM POL SA 
DATLJ JCRC EX/A 
OCR . 

I 

UNKNO•~. SOURCE ONLY KNk:'i IT ·vAS ON A STREAM N~AR THE 
P.ED RIVER IN VlNH PHU PROVINCE. 

(:, .... ORGANIZATION. THE CAMP 'AAS ORGANlZID INTO 
FIVE SEPARAtE AP.EAS NUMBERED K-1 THROUGh K-5. THE CAMP 
~AS ADMINISTERED BY THE PU~LIC SECURITY SERVICE (PSS) OF 
THE MI~ISTRY OF INTERIOR. K-2 VAS COMMANDED BY PSS lLT 
((LNU)) NAM VQ (5 VOOJ'). 'l'lll:Rk: W~H AI!OUT 20-30 
?ERSON~~L GUARDING AND ADMINlSTtRIN~ THE CAMP. TOTAL 
POPULATION. OF, THE CAMP VAS APP!OIIMATILY 7~£ INMATES. 

~. . . . PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. 1-2 VAS SURROUNDED 
tY A 2.5 METER KlGE BAMBOJ FENCE TJPPED WITH !ARBED YlRE. 
GUARV lO~ERS l~RE LOCATED IN THt FOUR CORNERS. A LARGE 
10 lY €0 METER MEETING ROUSE OCCUPIED THE CENTER Or THE 
COMPOUND. FIVE 5 BY 30 METE¥. tETENTION HOUSES OF MASONRY 
CONSTRUCTION ·WITH THATCH!D ROOFS VERI LOCATED IN TVO 
PARALLEL R~VS. THE INMATE KITCHEN VAS LJCATED IN JNE Of 
tHOSi RO~S. AODITIONALL INSIDE THt COMPOUND WIRE FOUND A 
~ISPtNSARY, DISCIPLINA~T DETENTION HOUSE AND A VATER 
CI ~TtRL 

'· . LABOR JEQUIRIMEHTS. INMATES VERI ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BT UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 50 
PRISONE~S PEH UNIT. PRI~ARY LABOR TASKS WERE IHlOLVED 
~ITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, RICE, AND CRIIN 
Vt~ETAILES. G~OUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT ALSl WERE · 
INVOLVED IN ANIMAL HUSBANDRY, KITCHEN DETAILS OR 
SANITATION. 

5 • I 

~5~0 
-o55e 
0F3e 
073£ 
11:30 
1~30 
17~e 
1830 
2100 

) SCHEDULE. 
AWAKENED BT GONG, EXERCISE, MUSTER 
BREAKFAST 
ASSEMBlE, RECEIVE LAlOR ASSIGNMENTS 
COMMEN Ct LAtOR 
Rl:'l'URN TO CAMP, ~ATHE IN STREAM, LUNCH 
CON'l'INUE LABOR 
RETURN TO CAMP, !ATHE IN STREAM, SUPPIR 
LOCKED IN DETENTION ROOMS 
SLEEP 

f. INMATE POPULATION. K-2 INMATES VERE 
PRIMARILY MAD£ UP OF FORMER RVNAF AND NATL POLICE 
OFFICERS WITH FORMER CIVIL SERVANTS, RELIGIOUS 
PERSONALITIES, ANr CRIMINALS M!~ING UP THE !ALANCE. THE 

cc 290641 JAN 90 

1,,. r ~.. . 
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1/2 CB 22ZB5'l JH ~0 
) 

') VZ CZ C!ltl • 
·- RR RUIKJCS RUIADVV RUUJCS RUIItJCS RUni!~A RUEAllA 

RUH~BPA RUEHY.L RUEHH~ 
J n~ O«~U~~ "~974/01 022 •• 

H ~20ij~7Z JAN 90 CP.R:H:t 
APPRV: ) ~H USDAO BANG~OK TF//PV-MIA// 

·- TO JiUF.ItJCS / DIJ\ VASiiiN.;TOII D!' 
INfO RUEADVV I WHITEHOUSE VASHDC/INSC DR ~AP.L 

) RUEtJCS I SECDE! WASHDCIIJASD-lSA/?W-~IA// 

RrTDt 
JAC~SON // 

DlSTR: 
. RUE~JCS I JCS VAStiDCIIJ5IOJCS-P~-MIA/I . 

RUP.QRQA I USCINCPAC H"u'"'" 11 Uf llt?/.1?':1.':'t/.J3IJ3€// 
) RUEAIIA I CIA VASHDC 

RUHQEPA I CDR JCRC !AK,IH~ rT n1 
RUIF.KL I USDA~ ~UALA LUM~UR 

) RUEGH~ I USDLO RON~ IO~G 
.. !T 

:>RGI N: 

DAO 01/22/S0 
DA01 DMOORE 
DAO:GESCEARCE:M 
t-AO:JGMUI 
CitRON DAO:!· AMB 
DCM POL SA 
DATtO JCRC U/A 
OCR 

SF.CTION 01 Or 0? FANGY.C~ TH//PW- e~~74 

) 

_j TP.IS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SlRJALt 

COUtaRT: 

IIR 6 024 ~21P. g~ 

V IE'INAM (V~) 

SUBJt II~ 6 e24 021e 92/A!5F.NCF ~F AHfRlCAhS lN Tl![ 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP S~)Wf.!N StP 77 AND FEP B2 

i -

.i t!~ARTMENT OF DF.!INSF 

l>J I t 770900-8?2200 0 

D\IUP.CEt 6~ .. ~OURCr IS AN 
ODP BENIFICIARY UNDER THE 5PECIAL REEDUCATION PRO~~AM AND 

) A JORHER ARVN CAPTAIN VHO WAS INCARC£RATED lN THE TAN LAP 
REEDUCATION CAMP fROH 77e9 - 8202. SOURCE RELIABlLI!T 
PAS NOT BEEN ISTAPLISREp. 

) SU~MARYt ) THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIHIT!D IN!ORMATION CONCERNINQ THf. ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACT!PISTICS OF THE TAN tAP RtltUCATlON 
CAMP VINH PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURES. 

TEXT! 

) 112 G! 22~P.!:-7 JAN 90 
-~·-···--··-~· ·-· ., 

~~. ph,~ 
~V'J'\ &P~ 
!Jl!~-

(. 

\• 

~; 

(. 

L; 

u 

i.· 

1/2 GB 

1. . .. 
LOCATION 
VlhR PP.U 
DRN NGOC 
WAS FOUR 

220857 ,t.AN 90 
·.;· ' . :.r. ' 

GE~GRAPRY. S~URCE VAS UlfSUU Of ·TI!E · EIAC;T 
OJ THI REEDUCATION CAHP. EXCEPT t!IAT .It WI:S I:N 
PROVINCE, FR011 !t-!5 IT VAS·' EIGP.t·· HOURS· VAL~ TO 
(1 LANDING ON THE SO~G HOM~1. FROH !EN~GOC IT 
HOURS FURTHER TO THE Al1 TRUONG -.RULVAT S,~ATION. 

2, ORGANIZATION. T8! CAMP VAS ORGANIZ!D~NTO 
JIVE SUB-CAMPS ~NOVR AS t-1 THROUGH t-5. t-1 AND•~-5 
'titRE BUILT BY TH! FRENCH AND VF.RE THE l'tOST S!CURE•l THE 
OTHlR SUB-CAMPS VERE BUILT AFTIR 197~ TO ACCOMMODATE 
FORMER RVN OFFICIALS. THE CAHP VAS ADMINI~TERED B,y THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY SER1ICI (PSS) OF Tfil MINISTRY OF ! ! 
INTERIOR. 'THE NUMBER AND NAMES OF CADRE;ADHINIST~RINC 
AND GUARDING TRE CAMP VERI URRECALtED. TOTAL POP~tATIOR 
Of !C-1 WAS APPROXIMATELY 1,000 INMATES.· :: .; · .. . 

:!·, . ~RYSI CAL CP.ARACTtRlSTICS ~ MlARtt- ALL r:~F · 
SOUECE'S INCARCERATION AT !AN tAP VAS SPEKT IN SU!-CAMP 
~-1, THEREFORE, DESCRIPTION5 BitOV VILL REFER TC•t-1' 
'JI\LISS OTHrRWist SPECIFitD. THE· CO~POUND FORH!:D ;,· S~:UU! 
ABOUT ~e0 MITERS ON A SIDE. IT VAS SURROUNDED Bt A FIVE 
HETIR ~IGR !RICt VALL. INSIDE THIS VALL ~ERE TVO~ . l 
SEPARATF VIDE COILS OF BARBED VIRE. TP.E'MAIN OAT! ~AS 
lOCATID IN THE HIDDLt OF TRE WEST VALL. THE SOUT~~RN 
~ALF OF THE C~I1P~UND CONTAINED S!tERAL ROVS OJ DETENTION 
P.OU~E$.ABOUT 8 BY 20 METERS IN DIHE5SION. THE FIRS' T~O 
P.O~S OF DETENTION EOUSIS ENCOUNTERED AFTER ENTERltG TRF 
MAIN GATE WERE HADE OF BRICIC VITP CORRUC'AtED METAEi . 
ROOFING. THES! TWO V!RE RFF!RR!D TO AS TRE SPECIAt 
bETENTlON ROUSES. TREY VIR~ USED PRIHARitY TO H6£D THOSE 
CONSIDEP.ID MOST DANGEROUS TO TBE·COMHUHf$TS RATRtt TP.AN 
BLING UStD PRII'IAt!ItT AS DISCIPt.lHARY DETI:itTIOH.. tHOSE 
HFLD I~ THIS ARIA WERf. CHAPLAINS, MlLITAlt SECURITY 
S!RVICE, AND I~TELLIGENCE PERSONNEL. THE P.EHAINDER OF 
THE DETENTION BOUSE VIRE CONSTRUCTED AfTER 1975 OF VATTLE 
l:iiTH THATCUD RO:»rs. THI N~RTH·F.RN HALf n TP.l COHP~URD 
WAS THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMPOUND CONTAINI~~ THE MEtTINr, 
HOUSE, ASSEMBLY FJELD, DISPtHSAllT, CADRE A.DHUJstkATION 
P.Ul~DI~GS, CRtRK VIGETA~lE GARDEN AND VAT~R CISTERN.: THE 
TWO ROlfS OJ SPECIAL DETENTION HOUSIS WERE' SEPARATED I'ROM 
THE OTHER DETENTION HOUSIS BY A fENCE. ALL TRE DETENTION 
~OUStS VERE IN TURN FENCED OFJ FROM THE AbMIN COHPOUND. 
THERE VAS A GAT! IN TBE MIDDLE OJ TBE NORTH FENCE~OF TRE 
DrTINTION COMPOUND ALLOVINC ACCtSS YR'M !Rt ADMIN .. ; . 
COMPOUND, AND A GATE IN THE NORTHVtST CO~NtR OF TH! ' 

1/2 GB 

,. l' 

. . ~ 

-\ 

220e57 SAN 90 

. ; 

. 
·:j 
.... 

i 
· .. :. ~ 

l 

--------·-·-----"11 

: \ 

'l 1 
I 



........ 

i 
c 

~~ ~-······~··r • ••:: ;·,···· :·····~i·· •. _,·:. • .· .T. ( Lj. -· • ~ • . • . . , •: . ·~~~~,-. . T-·:·:-.. ·-~-----·--·-:-.- - --·- ---·--·-~-- ·-,-----

0. ···················! ········[·····-······ ·---·-···~··· :r::··~-~:IE~EL!j-~:-t_·:r;:~~:-) __ j __ .·.·:. ::::·- Ti!i;l:··· ,' ... : •.. 

ipt!···:~::· __ :J,:.·'·:_.)·_:_:·r.~._:.:: ___ :--:_:·-·_:.·: __ .-:_.:_l::_[ __ : ___ .: __ :.i!;·:·:··:·:·:!i~ .. -·-:·:-.. ,_-'.:.c:_ ··· .. ,. ' ...... .... . ! . '' ' ... ~' (1'' -[--··+-- • _____ ;__1 ..... ,., '. ········· -. ··· · - . • Ll:Ci : .. -.-.· ___ :_' . : ~~: ~:: · ·. :! . - i --->:L:)~:~: ~~~: :.:~: --::::::: · < . . · · . . ---- n:n n : · 

.. 1._:j:_•~~ .. .. ····· ' ... . .......... 

·: ..... ·::. •· . 
'·' .. : :! •• .,gj;,;. :• "I'! 

;: . 

... 

... 

·-I 

..•. 

::: 

' ~ 

----···-···--· ..... ·---......... --·· .. . 

.... r:: 
.. :: 

!:: .... 
..: ... 

-:-:-
::.: 

··•· 

..... 

: ~ ~ 

;; 

.... 

::.: 

. :.: 

1:.: 

.. : 

::. ·" 
::: 

~,.-,.; 

:c: 

::: ::. 

... ;;. .:: .. 
:.: 

::! .. ::: ..... 
.. 

;; 

::: 
::" 

~ :i 

');' ,;, ... ;V . .. '' Hi:) Hit ... , .. 
~·n:~~::"·~: +~:::j:::::t i~!ilH~:· .. ., ...... ;,:_::II::u:·::ct-::;::~::.: .. :::t: ...... 
:: ... f7"T .. ~.. :: 

T~f1T'=:·::ci·=:::,:=:::::.:l.: 

::-~ :: 
.;: s:;: :! . .. : 

:: ~ ~-~ 
::; 

::: :: 
t:: , .. 

:: .... 
-· 

:; 
::.: ... 

::· .. 
;; .. 

;:: 
.... ... 

,:.: 

:":' ::::1:: 1:·: . 

.... :: :.::.. . .. 
;:; :~ , __ ,' ::~ ::: :: :.::: 



I-..., 



:.112 •GB 230908 JAN 90 • 

VZCZCUI • 
RR RUE~JCS RUEADWV RUEXJCS RUEXJCS RUBQHQA RUIAIIA 
RUHQEPA RUEB!~ RUIHHK 
Tl~ 'DIII'U'IIW' f429f\/01 02~ •• 

n ~~~~~cz JAN 90 CHRGEI 
FH USDAO BANG~O~ TB//PV-HIA// APPRV1 
TO RUUJCS I DIA VASBIICGTOR DC Rl'TD: 
INFO RUEAtVY I WHITEHOUSE VASP.DC//NSC DR KARL JAC~SON // 
RUUJCS / SF.CDEF VASHDC//OASD-ISA/Pif-HIA// DIS'tRt 
~UIKJCS / JCS VASHDC//J5/JJCS-PV-HIA// 
EUEQBQA I us:INCPAC Hnun'"'" u,,,~~,.~··tJ3/J36// 
RUEAllA I CIA lfASHDC ORGIN: 
RUHQ!PA / CDR JCRC huu:. r·r 1H 
P.UEH!L I USDAO KUALA LUHPUR 
RUEHHK I USDLO HONG lONG 
PT 

'. 

DAO 01/2~/:10 
DAO: DHOORE 
DAO tGESCEARCE :M 
DA:l :JGMllCl 
CHRON DA03 AMR 
DCH POL SA 
tATLJ JCRC EX/A 
OCR 

S!CTIJN 01 ~F 02 !ANG~Or. TP.//Pif- 04298 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE ~~ ()~G 
~ Jii-D r ~o.P 
joJ~ 

SERIALs 

COUNTRY: 

IIR 6 024 0211 90 

VIETNAM (TM) 

SUBJ1 IIR 6 024 0211 90/ABSINCE Of AMERICANS IN K-4 
TAN LAP BETWEEN 1979 AND FEB 82 .. 

·l~4:!: ·II. 

DiPARTHINT OF DEFENSE 

.J (._.JRC!t ~ ,SOURCE IS AN 
ODP BENEFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUClTION PROGRAM AND 
A l'ORMIR AiVN CAPTAIN VHO VAS I~CARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN 
LAP RElDUCATI~N CAMP TROM 7900 - 8202. SOURCE 
P.EliAEILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY1 1 THIS IS A STONY BEACP REPJRT. IT 
PROVIDES LIHITED INFORMATION CONCERNING tHE ORGANIZATION 

1 AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS Of TBE l-4 TAN LAP 
REEtUCATION CAMP IN TINP PBU PROVINCE. !NCL~SURE. 

TtXT:• 

112 G'A 

'ti; j I ./i 'I; 
<~t~l~ 

230908 JAN 90 
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1. • . . GEOGRAPHY. SOURCE DE~CRIBE THI LOCATION BY 
JH~ ROUTl OF TRAVEL fROM HANOI. rRJM TP.E P.ANG C:l TRAIN 
STATION IN HANOI, SOURCE'S GROUP TRAVELED EY TRAIN TO THY 
AM THUONC STATl~N SOME 1~2 IM DISTANT. FROM THERI THIY 
TRAVELED BY F~RRY FOR FOUR F.OURS TO THE BEN NCOC FERRY 
LANDING. AT iEN N~OC THIY CCNTINUtD THE JOURNEY BY 
~ALKl~G 9 ~M ~ORE UNTIL REACHIHG l-4 TAN·LAP, 

i. . . O~~ANIZATION. T~t CAMP WAS ORGANIZED IKTC 
FIVE SU!CAMPS NUMP.IR!D ~-1 TP.R)UGP. K-5. THE CAMP YA~ 
ADMINISTERED BY THI PU~LIC StCURITY SERVICE OF Tlir. 
MINISTRY Or INTE~IOR. SUBCAMP K-4 WAS COMMANDED tT P!S 
:APT CAO PA DAU. 2LT ((LNU)) SON WAS THE EDUCATIONAL 
CADRE, 2LT ((tNU)) THUC WAS IN CP.AR~! Or ALL INMATE UNIT 
lEAtERS AND AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. CA~T· ((tNU)) ~HAl 
WAS ~ESPONSIBLE FOR THE CAMP DISPF.NSARY, ~S~ ((tNU}) ?AU 
•As IN CHARGE OF LIVESTOCK, AND MSG ((LNU)) THANH ~AS T~E 
GUARI FORCE NC:liC. THERE WERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL 
CUARDIKG AND AD~INISTIRIN~ THE CAMP. TOTAL ~OPULATION OF 
K-4 VAS APPROXIMATELY ~00 INMATES. 

-~. PHYSICAL Cf.ARACTEP.ISTICS. SURCAMP ~-4 WAS 
ENLARGED IN THE MitDLF. OY 1979 BY ADDING A~DITICNAL ROVS 
OF DETENTION ROUSES TO TRE EXISTIN~ ONl ROW. TPf ~-4 
CAMP CCMPOUND FORMED A RECTANGLE AEOUT 400 BY f.0e METERS. 
IT WAS SURR~U~DED EY A TP.Rii HtTF.~ RIGH BAME~O FEHer. 
r.UARL TOWERS WERE LOCATED IK THE FOUR CORNERS. THE ~AIN 
GATE WAS LOCATED IN THY. MIDDLI OF THi tAST P£RIME~tR. 
tNTERlNG TF.I MAIN GATE V!RE YOUR Dr.rENTION HOUSIS tOCATF.O 
IN AN APPROXIMATE "up SHAPE. THE DtTtNTION HOUSES WtRf 
ABOUT 6 BY ~0 METERS IN DlMl:NS ION AND CONS'IRUCTtll OJ 
WATTLI WITH TRATC~F.D ROOfS. ADDITtJNALL! tNSIDt THJ 
U~TtNTION COMPOUND VtRE FOUND A GUARD SHACI, SMALL 

• DISPENSARY, WATER CISTERN, INMATE Y.ITCPIN, ASSEMBLY ~I!LD 
ANt VOLLEY BALL COURT. OUTSIDE THF Df'IENTION COMPJUND 
ACROSS JROM THE MAIN GAT! WA~ THE CAMP ADMINISTRATION 
AREA COHTAININ~ TRE MF.FTING !OUSF., SUECA~P CJMMANDtR'S 
OFfiCE, FAMILY VISITATION HOUSE, PIG STY, FISH POND ANt 
CADRI HOUSING. TO THE NORTH!AST WtRZ TR! A~~ICULTURAL 
PROt;UCTION ARrAS AND JUST N:lRTH 0:' Tlli PERIMETER VAS t.. 
P-RICK KILN. 

4. . . LABOR RE~UIRE:-IENTS. INMATIS litRE :lRGANI7.FD 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) VITR ABOUT 4e-sz 
PRISONERS PF.R UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASKS VERE INVCLVID 
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JICTION 01 OF 02 E~NGKO~ THIIPV- 04296 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SFRIAL: 

COUtiTRT: 

IIR 6 024 e213 gp, 

VIETNAM (VM) 

~UBJ: IIR 6 e24 0?.13 9eiA~SENCE OF AMERICANS IN ~-4 
TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP EITVIfN JUL ?A AND FIB 82 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

~I: 7S070e-8202U 

llRCE 1 6'...!!::> ,OURCI IS AN 
v~P BtNJFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PROGRAM AND 
A FORMER ARVN 1LT VHO 't'AS INCARCERATED IN THE K-4 TAN LA!' 
RIELUCATION CAMP fROM JUt 78 TO FEB 82. SOURCE 
RELIABILITY P.AS NOT !IEN ISTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY 1 ,.I:! IS '1 S A STONY 'BEACH P.EPORT. IT 
PROVlDiS LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATI~N 
ANt PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS J! THE l-4 TAN LAP 
f!iD~CATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVIN:t. F.NCLOSURIS. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K-4, TAN LAP REEDUCATIO~ CAMP 

112 GB 23090E JAN 50 
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~AS REACHED BY TRAIN FRO~ THE BANG CO STATION IN HANOI TO 
~P.F. AH TRUONG STATION ABOUt 180 IK DISTANT. fROM AK 
THUON~ SOURCE'S GROUP VENT BY fERRY TO !II NGOC VRER!. 
1liU CONTINUE TliE JOURNEY BY VALtiN2 IlGHt HORJ: tH tO t-• 
'IAN LAP. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE CAHP VAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SEPARATE SUB-CAMPS HUM!ERED 1-1 THRlUGB 1-5. TBI 
CAMP VAS ADMINISTERED BY THt PUBLIC SICURITT StRYICE 
UNDER THE r.INISTRY OF INTERIOR. l-· VAS COHHAHDED BY PSS 
lLT ((tHO)) TRIEN. OTHER CADRE AND THEIR P~SITI~NS V!Rt 
AS FOLLOVS--PSS CAPT ((LNUl) JHAI, !SST CAMP CDR AND 
MEDICAL OFFICERi PSS 2LT ( LNU)) SON, EDUCATION OfflCERi 
PSS MSG TUAN, GUARD FORCE NCOIC; PSS MSG ((LNU)) PAN, 
ANIMAL HUSBANDRYi AND PSS MSG ((LNU)) THANH, SECURITY 
PERSONNEL OFfiCER. THIRE VERE ABOUT 25 PERSONNEL 
GUARDING A~D ADMINISTERING TUI CAMP. TOTAL POPULATION Of 
~H! CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY ~e0 INMATES. 

~. PHYSICAL C~AP.ACTERISTICS. THE t-4 CAKP 
COMI'UU~Il t·ORMEI.l A U:CTANGtl ABOUT 200 BY •00 HITERS. IT 
~AS S~RROUNDED BY A TH21E H!TER HIGH iAMBOO FENCE. GUARD 
TOVERS VtRE LOCATED IN THE fOUR CORDERS. IKSitE TH! 
COMPOUND VIRE THREE LO~G DETENTICN HOUSES ABOUT 8 BY ~0 
~ETIRS IN CIMENSION. ALL THI STRUCTURtS INSIDE t-' WIRE I 
BUILT OJ WATTLE VJTH THATCHED ROOFS. tACH DETENTION I' 
HOU~I HELD A!JUT 100 lNHATfS. AN INHATE !lTCP.EN, ' 
fOODSTUfF VARlHOUSE, MElTING BOUSE, !MUtATION ROUSE, 
SPrCIAL DITE~TION FACILITY, VATER CISTERN, AND A HER,AL 
I".Eti::INE GARDl:N VfRE L:lCATED INSIDE THE COMPOUND. 
CUTSIDL AND ADJACENT TO THE DETENTION CO~POUND VERE POUND 
iHt CAMP A~~INISTRAtlON BUILDINGS, CADRE HOUSING, 
fLACXSMlT~ SHOP, tLECTRIC CENERATOR HOUSE, CARPENTRY 
SF.OP, iRIC~ KILN, ANIMAL STA'I!LES AND AGRICULTURAL 
!li!OD•JCTI:>N AREA. 

4. LABOR REQUIU~ENTS. INMAUS VF.RE ORGANIZED 
lHTJ LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOlJ) WITH ABOUT 40-50 
PRIS.OURS Pf.R UNIT. PP.IHlRY LA110R TAS!tS IIERE IHVOLYED 
WI!~ GRC~ING CROPS, PRIMARILY HANIOC, RICE, GREtH 
VEGETABLES, AND SUGAR CANt. GROUPS SMALLER THAN A UNIT 
ALSO VERI INVOLVED IN !RICt MAKING, RAISING ANIHALS, 
CARPENTRY, BLACKSHlTFIKG, AkD KITCHEN DETAILS. 

5. !·CiiJ.D:JLE. 
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RFTD: 
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RUIKJCS I SECDEf ~ASHDCIIOA5D-ISAIP~-HIAII 
~UIKJCS I JCS VASHDCIIJSI~JCS-PV-HIAII 

JACKSJN II 

RUHCBQA I USCINCPAC ROWOtULU ~1//J2/J233/J3/J36/I 
RUEAllA I CIA WASHDC 
RUHQBPA I CDR JCRC ]j,.,..,.., ... , I. 
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. , THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 
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'I 

SlliiJ.L: 

COUilTkY: 

IIR e 024 0214 90 

Y IrTNAM (YM) 

SU~J1 IlR 6 024 0214 90/AP.SENCE 07 AMFRICANS IN K-2 
TAN LAP REFDUCATION CA~P BETVIIN lS78 AN~ tEC 80 (U) 

DEPARTMENT ·or DEFENSE 

IOI1 780000-801200. 

' J 

~~RCE: ~ .. SOURCI IS AN 
CDP BE~EFICIARY UNDER THE SPECIAL REEDUCATION PRO~RAM AND 
A FORMtR ARVK MAJOR VHO VAS INCARCERATED IN THE 1-2 TAN 
lAP REEDUCATION CAMP FROM 1978 UNTIL DEC ae. SOURCE 
nELIABILITY HAS NOT BitN ISTA~LISHED. 

SUMMARYa THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
ANL PUYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE r.-2 TAN LAP 
RE1DUCATION CAMP IN VINB PHU PROVINCE. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT I 

112 Gl! ..... .. -:-c. 2:30905 JAN 911' 

--1 ~ 0\W 
~ ~~~'.' dYJ-jl 

~~\: v 
..J)v 

1/2 G E 2:5e905 JAN 90 

1. CI~GRAP~Y. S)URC! ~AS UNABLE T~ PLACE THE 
~EOGRAPHJC LOCATION IXCEPT THAT (-? LAY ON A STREAM THAT 
fMPTIED INTO THI RED RlVlR, AND VAS IN VINE P~U PRJYlNCt. 
SOURCE CO~r!NTE~ TEAT THE~E ~ERE A NUM!ER Of ETHNIC 
r.UONC, NUNC ANI> MEO PEOPLE LlVINC IN Tilt ARFA. THI 
fTHIIIC HETN,.MISE VERI IIRIMAiULY CArllOll~S. 

2. 1 ORGANIZAtiON. TllE CAHP VAS ORGANIZED INTO 
FIVE SUBCA~P~ NUMPERED K-1 T~R0UCP K-5. T~E CAMP VAS 
AtMIN:STEREL BY TH~ PUELlC StCURITY StRYICF. (PSS) UNDER 
!H! MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. SUBCAMP (-2 VAS CO~HANDED BY 
FSS 1L1 NGUYEN VA~ NAH. TP~ F.tUCATI~NAL CADRE VAS PSS 
SCT ((L~U)) QUANG. THIRE VIRE ABOUT 3e PERSONNEL 
GIJARDING AND AtJ11INISTIP.lN~ TP.I C·AI'IP. POPULATION OF 1-2 
•As APPROXIMATELY 70e lNMATtS. 

::. . . . PHYSICAL CHARAC1'ERISTICS. THE IC-2 COMPOUND 
IORMEL A R~CTAhGLE ABOUT 200 BY 400 METERS. IT VAS 
SURROUNDED BY A THREE METER HIGH BAMBOO FENCE. ABOUt 
TFRII ~ETIRS AVAT FR~M THE PAHPO~ FEHCI, INSIDE TRE 
~JMPOUNL, VERE COilS Of CONCERTINA ~~ICH FORMlt AN INNER 
.~ARRI!R. GUARD Ta~EF.S ~ERE LOCATED~IK THE TOUR CORNERS. 
tNTFRIJG TPE ~AIN CATt THERE YER! TKRFI lONG DfTENTllN 
HOUSES TO TRE F.I~Ht ANt TVO TO THE LEfT. THr Dti!HTION 
HCUSlS ~ERE AEO~T 5 PY ~e MiTERS IN DIMENSIO~ AND MADE OF 
~AfTLt ~lTF THATCHED R~JflkC. ADDITIONALLY, INSIDE TRE 
UETE~TIOH COMPOUND WERl A DISPENSAiY, MEETING HOUSE, 
~ATIH CISTERN AND A DISCIPLINARY DtT~NTION HOUSI. 
~u~:AHP AtMINISTRATIVE FACILITIES, CA~RE HOUSING, FAMILY 
VISITATION HOUSE, AND A~RJCULTURAl PRODUCTION AREAS WIRI 
L3CATiD OUTSIDE THE DETENTION COMPOUND • 

4. lABO~ REQUIREMENtS. lN11ATIS VERE ORGANIZED 
IHTO LA~OR DEtAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH A!OUT 4e 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. PRIMARY LABOR TASr.S V!RE INVOLVED 
~ITH GROWING CROPS, PRIMARILY MANIOC, BICE, GREEN 
VEGUABU:S, AND SUGAR CANI. GROUPS SMAlLER THAll A UNIT 
ALSO liRE INVOLVED IN !ITCHEN AND SANITATION DUTIES. 

5. 

~5:!0 
~6313 
~'7U 
120e 

1/2 GS 

SCHEDULE. 

AWAKENED BY GONG, EX IRCIS E, BREAIFAST. 
ASSEHBLI, MUSTiR, RICtiVE LA!JR ASSlGNMT.NTS 
COMMENCE LUOP. 
RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH 
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FM USDAO BANCKO~ THIIPW~lAII APPRV 
'!'0 RU UJ CS I DlA It AS !II N'1TO!f DC RUD 
INfO RUUD~W I WlllTII:ROIJSl: ~ASKDCIINSC DR (ARL HCtSONII 
RUF.KJCS I StCDf.f .ASBDCIIO~SD-lSA/P~-~lA/1 DISTH: 
RU~KJCS I JCS WAS~DCI/J5/0J~S-PV-MIAII 
RUHQHOA I USCINCPAC r~u~TnLn qf//J?/l'A~/J3/J3~11 
RUF.AllA I CIA ~ASHDC O'ICIN: 
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RUEHKL I USDAO YUALA LUMPUR 
RUIHBK I USDLO HONG (0NG 
BT 
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lii.O:YD£LLlS 
DAO :G tSCU RC [:I 
DAU:NON~ 
C!IRO!t llJO~ A'1E 
DCH POL SA 
DATI.u JCRC t!"t../1 
OC!t 

TH/1 .. - 6J070 ~ 

-1 h Phtt 
SECTION 01 Of 02 BANGrOr 

~'IS 15 A STONY l!i!ACH MESSAG~ 
SERIAL: 

CO~NTK"!: 

IlR 6 A24 012~ 90 

VI ~TMAM (VM) 

SUBJ: liM 6 024 0120 ~0IASS~~cg Of AMERICANS IN ~5 TA~ 
LAP, VlHH PHU B~T~~~~ O:T 77 TO D!C 8~ 

DEPARTMENT or DEJENSr 

DOl: 771000 - ~01200.· 

, . ~ .. ·souRc~ ts AN 
., \..,_..)ERLY Dl:PARTURr. PP..OGRA"' 11E'IEF1 CI #RT AND A FOR"'ER A'IVN 

MAJOR WHO WAS I~CARC~BATgD IN Ta~ 15 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CA!1P. SOUP.CE R'&Ll ABl LIT! !lAS NOt SEEN 
ESTABLISHF.D. l.' 

SUMMARfl . TlllS IS A S'O~Y U~ACij R~POBT. IT 
PROVIDES tlMlTED lNTORM,flON CONC~~NlNG TR~ ORGANIZATION 
AND PKYSICAL CKARACT~RlSTICS Of T"~ ~~ TA~ LAP, VlNH PHU 
RiEDUCATlON CAMP IN VlNH PHO PROVINCE FRO~ OCT 77 TO DEC 
ea. tHCLOSUR~. 

TEXT: 

1/2 GB 

~· 

· .•.. 

.... ~·:s~~·· 
··:~:;·:f.Ff~:· 

1~082EI IIOV 89 

~;.71 rjv;; 

~; 

,;~ 

-~~"=2"- NOV '3i' 

1. Gt:OG.RAPHY. '!'lit ":5 U'l LAP, V l NH PHlJ 
!l}!~DUCUlON CAMP \lAS LOCATED AT APPROXI~AU /IUTMCOORDS-­
VJ92~7. ~AP S1Rl~S 1~~1 (AIR), 1 T~ 250,000 Sq~zT !tV4B-
10//. 

2. . . . . OJ!liA HI ZA'l'lON. '\'H~ TAN tA 1' S"!SHM CAMP VAS 
ORGANIZED INTO SIX SEPA!ATE APEAS NU~~ERtD Kl TO ~6. TilE 
CAMP WAS AtHINlSTEREt BT THE PUBLIC S~CUHITT SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE ~INISTRl OF INT~RlOR. D~PUTY COHMAND~R Oi 
K5 WAS PSS MAJOR PHAM NGOC BAH. TOTAL ti~MBiR OF CADRE 
ADMl~lST~RitiG ~5 WAS UN~NOWN, BUT ABOU' ON~ PL,TOON 
PtRFOR~F.D DUTY JS GUARDS PATROLLING lNSlPF. THY. COHPOU~D 
AND IN TBE GUARD TOWERS. TOTAL POPULATIO~ OJ K5 ~AS 
APPROXIMAT~LY 2,~00 INMA~~S. 

3. PHTSICAt CHAPACTiRISTlCS. THE v5 COMPOUND 
TORM~D A SQUARV. ABOUT 150 MV.T'.RS ON A SID~. IT WAS 
SURROUHDED BT A BARBED VlRE fENCE ABOUT TWO M~TERS HIGH 
VHICH IN TURN VAS SURROUNDED Bf A STO~E WALL ABOUT THiiiE 
H\nBS 1\IG!{. GUARD TOV~RS ~~!!'. l.OCAT'-0 IN ''!\V. fOUil 
CORNERS. THE HAIH ~ATE WA~ LOCATED tN THt ~lDDLE Of tHE 
IAST ~ALL. JUST lASID! THE GATt tO T~E KIGHT WAS THt 
SECURITY OFFIC'. AND IN~~KROGATIO~ ~OC~. TH~ C~NT~R OF 
THY. COMPOUND WAS fAIFLY OPEN VITR ~ FLAG POlE, A 2~ BY 
3Z M~T~R H~~TlNG ROOM CONSTRUCT~D OF WOOD WITH A THATCH 
ROOF, AND A 10 BY 30 METER Dl5PEti~ARY CONSTP.UCTED OF 
~RlCK WITH~ TILt HOO}. ON 'Ht NOR'H SIDV 0) tHt CA~P 
WAS A ~OW Of !lY~ Kf.CUtAK D~TV.~TION ~OUS~S AND A S~~CIAL 
ttTENTlON fACILITY. THE FIUULAF DETEHTlO~ HOUSES ~~RE 
A~OUT 8 ~! 33 M!TtBS A~D HttD 150-23~ lN~~TES. THi 
SPECIAL DETENTION BUILDING WAS DIVlD~n INTO T~O ~OO~S 
AEOUT JIVE MITERS. SCnARt THAT CO"LD hOLD 1~ PRlSOtlt~S 
~AC:!I. 00\IH TH~ SOUTH 'II ALL W~R~ •·ou II !t!o:GU LAR D"O:T~PITION 
HOUSES, A PIG STY, ~tiD THE lN~ATE ~lTCHEH A~U fOODSTUFfS 
VARE~OUSE. AS MOST 01 THS STRUCfUR~S IN THIS COMPOU~D, 
TU~ D~T~NTION qOUSV.S ~~R~ CONSTkUCtV.D CF ~RlCK W(Tq TILR 
ROOFS. 

5. LABOR Rt.QUlRV.~rHTS. lNMAT~S ~r.B~ OHGANIZ~D 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ' YITH AFOUt 1~0-150 
PBISO~SRS PER UNIT. UHlTS WF.Bt SUB-DIVIDE~ INTO T~AMS 
(TOOR) OF 10-15 PV.RSCNS P~R T~AM. tABOR ASSIC~H~HfS V~k?. 
DEPEHtENT ON THE NATURE or THE TAS~S. 
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JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 
LIAISON OFFICE 

AMERICAN EMBASSY 
APO SAN FRANCISCO 963·46 

30 April 1985 

FROM: . JCRC-LNB 
TO: Commander, JCRC 

SUBJ: .Letter of Transmittal, Memory Sketches of 

3G.. 
1. Please r~fer to our message JCRC Bkk, DTG 300409Z 

· Apr 85 .85-022). 

2. The inclosed memory. sketches provide additional in-· 
formation to :85-022. 
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CDSN = LGX039 MCN = 89317/05422 

HEADER 
R 130831Z NOV 89 
FH JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUCGCHS/NATS CJS WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 130826Z NOV 89 
FH USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA// 

TOR = 89~170845 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, _ 
INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC DR KARL JACKSON// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA/1 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC. 
RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANGKOK TH//PW- 63079 

THIS IS A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0120 90 

!*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY· VIETNAM (VM) 

SUBJ: IIR 6 024 0120 90/ABSENCE OF AMERICANS IN K5 TAN 
LAP, VINH PHU BETWEEN OCT 77 TO DEC 80 
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DOI: t 771000 - 801200. 

SOURCE: ~ SOURCE IS AN 
ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM BENEFICIARY AND A FORMER ARVN 
MAJOR WHO WAS INCARCERATED IN THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP.· SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED.--

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION CONCERNING THE ORGANIZATION 
AND PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE FROM OCT 77 TO DEC 
80. ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 

1. GEOGRAPHY. THE K5 TAN LAP, VINH PHU 
REEDUCATION CAMP WAS LOCATED AT APPROXIMATE //UTMCOORDS-­
VJ9267, MAP SERIES 1501 (AIR), 1 TO 250,000 SHEET NF48-
10//. 

2. ORGANIZATION. THE TAN LAP SYSTEM CAMP WAS 
ORGANIZED-INTO SIX SEPARATE AREAS NUMBERED K1-ro-K6. THE 
CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 
(PSS) OF THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. DEPUTY COMMANDER OF 
K5 WAS PSS MAJOR PHAM .NGOC BAN. TOTAL NUMBER OF CADRE 
ADMINISTERING K5 WAS UNKNOWN, BUT ABOUT ONE PLATOON 
PERFORMED DUTY AS GUARDS PATROLLING INSIDE THE COMPOUND 
AND IN THE GUARD TOWERS. TOTAL POPULATION OF K5 WAS 
APPROXIMATELY 2,000 INMATES7 

3. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS. THE K5 COMPOUND 
FORMED A SQUARE ABOUT 150 METERS ON A SIDE. IT WAS 
SURROUNDED BY A BARBED WIRE FENCE ABOUT TWO METERS HIGH 
WHICH IN TURN WAS SURROUNDED BY A STONE WALL ABOUT THREE 
METERS HIGH. GUARD TOWERS WERE LOCATED IN THE FOUR 
CORNERS. THE MAIN GATE WAS LOCATED IN THE MIDDLE OF THE 
EAST WALL. JUST INSIDE THE GATE TO THE RIGHT WAS THE 
SECURITY OFFICE AND INTERROGATION ROOM. THE CENTER OF 
THE COMPOUND WAS FAIRLY OPEN WITH A FLAG POLE, A 20 BY 
30· METER MEETING ROOM CONSTRUCTED OF WOOD WITH A THATCH 
ROOF, AND A 10 BY 30 METER DISPENSARY CONSTRUCTED OF 
BRICK WITH A TILE ROOF. ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE CAMP 
WAS A ROW OF FIVE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES AND A SPECIAL 
DETENTION FACILITY. THE REGULAR DETENTION HOUSES WERE 
ABOUT B BY 30 METERS AND HELD 150-200 INMATES. THE 
SPECIAL DETENTION BUILDING WAS DIVIDED INTO TWO ROOMS 
ABOUT FIVE METERS SQUARE THAT COULD HOLD 10 PRISONERS 
EACH. DOWN THE SOUTH WALL WERE FOUR REGULAR DETENTION 
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HOUSES, A PIG STY, AND THE INMATE KITCHEN AND~OODSTUFFS 
WAREHOUSE. AS MOST OF THE STRUCTURES IN THIS COMPOUND, 
THE DETENTION HOUSES WERE CONSTRUCTED OF BRICK WITH TILE 
ROOFS. 

5. LABOR REQUIREMENTS. INMATES WERE ORGANIZED 
INTO LABOR DETAILS BY UNITS (DOOIJ) WITH ABOUT 100-150 
PRISONERS PER UNIT. UNITS WERE SUB-DIVIDED INTO TEAMS 
(TOOR) OF 10-15 PERSONS PER TEAM. LABOR ASSIGNMENTS WERE 
DEPENDENT ON TijE"NATURE OF THE TASKs:---

6. SCHEDULE. 

0600 - 0610 WAKE UP, EXERCISE 
0610 - 0620 BREAKFAST 
0620 - 0700 ASSEMBLE, MUSTER. 
0700- 1130 LABOR DUTIES 
1130 - 1 300 RETURN TO CAMP, LUNCH, . REST 
1300 - 1700 CONTINUE LABOR 
1730 - 1930 RETURN TO CAMP, BATHE, DINNER, SELF CRITICISM 

SESSIONS --
2100 SLEEP 

1. INMATE POPULATION. THERE WERE OVER 2,000 
INMATES MOSTLY MIL~TARY OFFICERS AND CIVILIAN OFFICIALS 
OF THE FORMER REGIME. 

8. SOURCE NEVER SAW NOR HEARD OF ANY AMERICANS NOR 
ANY FOREIGNERS, ETHNIC OR MIXED BLOOD VIETNAMESE WHO 
COULD HAVE BEEN MISTA~EN FOR AMERICANS, EITHER IN 
CAPTIVITY OR LIVING FREELY AMONG THE GENERAL POPULATION. 

COMMENTS: 

1. SOURCE WAS COOPERATIVE DURING THE INTERVIEW AND 
ASKED FOR NO FAVORS. 

2. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDED INFORMATION IN IIR 6 024 
0116 90 .. 

ENCL: TO FOLLOW TO DIA/PW-MIA: 1 ENCLOSURE 
MEMORY DRAWING OF CAMP; . , l .PG, 1 CY 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMB BANGKOK (AMB, DCM POL SA 

DATLO, JCRC EX/A). 
SENT TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY W/ENCLOSURES. 

PAGE:0059 

...._ ........ . 



.•.. ····-----·"""·-- ··- _._,. __ ····-·--··,- ....... ~- ······---~--·-.·. ···~-- ..... .,_. ...... --- --...:._·· ····: ··-~·········-··--·· .. -- .···- ......... 
•. . I •... • ,;::• •• • .. • .. • • :• .... ... •...• .4. >' 

......... 

MSGNO 49.(PCXX) *11/01/86* *02:03:08.0.9* 
ZCZC 07:02:08Z (PC) 

R 010616Z NOV 86 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO. 'RUEACHS/CHS-GRID/OCJCS 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CHC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 010241Z NOV 86 

TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEAIJU/NPIC 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
BT 
EZ1: 

DIST: 
COUNTRY: 

31 OCTOBER 1986 
VIETNAM 

.. ~ ...... . 

SUBJ: ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP 
IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM 

. DOl:. 
SOURCE: 

OCTOBER 1978 - APRIL 1982 
FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE LIEUTENANT COLONEL WHO-WAS 
DETAILED TO THE NATIONAL POLICE. SOURCE OBTAINED THE 
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INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE AN 
INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
1986. 

PAGE 

TEXT: . 1. FROM OCTOBER 1978 TO APRIL 1982 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT 
THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU PROVINCE, NORTH VIETNAM. 
THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT 20 KILOMETERS NORTHWEST OF THE AM 
THUONG RAILROAD STATION IN VINH PHU. ALTHOUGH THE VILLAGE AND 
DISTRICT WERE UNKNOWN, THE FIVE SUBCAMPS OF THE TAN LAP CAMP, 
D~IGNATED K1 THROUGH K5, WERE LOCATED WITHIN THE TRIANGULAR LAND 
MASS FORMED BY THE CONFLUENCE OF THE "LO" RIVER AND ONE OF 
SOUTHEASTERLY FLOWING TRIBUTARIES, THE "A-HAl" STREAM, IN NORTHERN 
VINH PHU PROVINCE. (SOURCE COMMENT: IN THIS AREA THE LO RIVER 
SEEMED TO FLOW DUE SOUTH AND A-HAl STREAM FLOWED SOUTHEAST.) 

2. SUBCAMP-5, THE HEADQUARTERS AT TAN LAP, WAS DIVIDED INTO 
ZONES A AND B. ZONE A DETAINED NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS AND ZONE B · 
IMPRISONED FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM OFFICERS, AMONG 
WHOM 120 WERE FORMER LIEUTENANT COLONELS; ABOUT 350 WERE MAJORS; AND, 
APPROXIMATELY 150 WERE FORMER ARVN CAPTAINS. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE 
WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE ORGANIZATION/STRENGTH OF THE OTHER SUBCAMPS 
AT TAN LAP, NOR WAS HE AWARE OF THE DETAILS OF THE CRIMINALS IN ZONE 
A.) 

3. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). THERE WAS A STAFF OF APPROXIMATELY 200 
BNV OnFICERS AND MEN AT K5 SUBCAMP; THE OTHER SUBCAHPS WERE STAFFED 
WITH FROM 60 TO 100 BNV PERSONNEL, DEPENDING ON PRISONER STRENGTH AND 
THE SIZE OF THE SUBCAMPS. THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION COMMANDER WAS BNV 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL (FNU) {(THUY)). BNV MAJOR ((CHIEU)) WAS DEPUTY 
COMMANDER. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE WAS NOT FAMILIAR WITH THE 
COMMUNICATIONS GEAR UTILIZED AT THIS FACILITY.) 

BT 
18288 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROOT HE ZYUW RUMTBKA7171 1330ZZ3 
R fiOZZ3Z MAY 85 
Fl'. JCRC llt,!SOt: BANGKOI. TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS Pl HI 
INrO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 

DIA WASHINGTOft OC//OC-2// 

CITE: 

SECO[f WASHDC//OASD- ISA/PW-MIA// 

LIAISON BANGKO~ TH 27171 

J292 MAY 85. 

SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 35-148. HEARSAY OF U.S. PWS HELD IN 
NORTHERN VIETNAM . 

1. SOURCF. NAhll· :i(.!.. MR· S D 
POB: $. ~ H)~n.trR Pn~TTlON: 

rPT ARVN. SN ~ D PRESENT LOCATmU· -CO 
~ () IDENTIFICATION DATA: l.D. S .i) 

001: 197&-79; DATE Of INTERVIEW: 1 MAY 1985: NAME OF 
INTERVIEWER: MR_ GARNETT E. BELL: OTHER: ARRIVED THAILAND 
21 DECEMBER 1984 (LANDROUTE L 

Z. jUMMARY: SOURCE. A 41 YOA MALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORI'.ER CPT ARVN. PROVIDED liMITED HEARSAY INFORMATION 
COtKERIHNG U.S. PWS HUD IN HOANG LIEN SON AND HA NAM NINii 
PROVINCES_ END OF SUMMARY. 

3. SOURCE STAHO THAT WHILE UNDERGOING RE-EDUCA-
TJOt~ AT CAMP 14 !TRAl 141 OF INTERCAMP 1 (LT-1) IN THE YEN -
SAl AREA OF HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE DURING 1976-77 H£ 
HEARD FROM LOCAL VILLAGERS IN THE AREA THAT AMERICANS HAD 
BEEN HELD NEARBY. SOURCE HEARD FROM THE VILLAGERS THAT 
DURING THl WAR (DIDN'T SAY WHEN) APPROX 20 U.S. PWS WERE ~ 
HELD IN A CAVE CALLED -HANG coc·. SOURCE OIO NOT HEAR 
FROM THE VILLAGERS WHAl HAPPLNED TO THE U.S. PWS. 

4. SOURCE HEARD FROM CAMP CADRE AT NAM HA SUB-
CAMP B. HA NAM NlNH PROVINCE THAT U.S. PWS HAll BEEN HELD 
AT SUBCAMP .ME. DURING THf WAR. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR HOW 
MANY U.S. PWS, WHEN THEY WfR£ HELD, OR WHAT HAPPENED TO 
THEM. SOURCE HEARD THE STORY DURING 1979 .. WHILE AT NAM 
HA CAMP 6 SOURCE ALSO OBSERVED SEVERAL AMERICAN NAMES AND 
DATES (COULDN'T REMEMBER THE NAMES OR OATES BUT STATED 
THAT THE NAMES WERE SPEllED DIFFERENTLY AND NOT JUST ONE 
PWI SCRATCHED ON THE WAll OF HIS CEll IN HOUSE #8. 

5. SOURCE WAS NOT ABLE TO PROVIDE FURTHER INFOR-
MATION CONCERNING THE U.S. PWS HELD AT YEN BAI OR NAM 
HA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY AMERICANS REMAINING lN 
VIETNAI'L 

6. AS OF 30 APRIL 1975. SOURCE RESIDED AT DON HOA 
(H). NGUY£T HOA (Vl. CHAU THANH (D), VINH BINH (P). 
SOURCE'S LAST UNIT Of ASSIGNMENT WAS AT TRA CU SUBSECTOR, 
VINH SINH KBC4975 AS THE S-3 OPERATIONS OFFICER. SOURCE 
WA~ ARRESTED ON 30 APRil 1975 AND HELD AT THE TRA CU 
POLICE HQ UNTIL 5 MAY 1975 WHEN ti£ WAS TRANSHRR£0 TO 
KHAM LON PRISON. VINH BINH. IN SEPTlMBER 1975 SOURC[ 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO TRA NOC, CAt~ THO. IN JUNE 1976 SOURCE 
WAS TRANSFERRED BY BOAT FROM CAN THO TO VINH CITY. NGHE 
AN. THEN BY TRAIN TO YEN BAl. HOANG LIEN SON. SOURCE WAS 
HELD INITIALLY AT T-14, LTl (AH14NT) THEN TRANSFERRED IN 
JUNE 1978 TO T-11. LTl (AHllNT). CAMP T-11 WAS CHAAIG!D 
TO CAMP 76 (AH7BNT) SHORTlY AfTEP. SOURCE'S ~RRIVAl THERE. 
IN OCTOBER 1978 CONTROL Of TH£ CAMP SYSTEM WAS CHANGED 
FROM THE MOD (BQP) TO THE MOl (BNV). SOURCE WAS TRANS­
FERRED IN OCTOBER 1978, AT THE TIME OF THE CHANGE. TO 

ACTION (U,8.F) 
INFO CMB QC(l) SECDEF:(1l SECDEF(9) USDP(lll 

Q£:li1l NHIC(ll AT-3(1J DB-2(1) DB-ZC(1) DB-503(11 
DJA(l) DC-4t,3(1J 

+SAFE 

! 

l 

31 

CAMP B OF NAM HA WHICH WAS DIVIDED INTO CAMPS A. S. C. E. 
AtJD Ji.. (MEEP. SOURCE WAS RELEASED FR~ P.E -ED IN SEPTEMBER 
1980. -

~~IRrF r.AVF A PO~~TRIF FORWAROTNh AOORESS AS: 

SD 

MCN=85133/00265 TOR=85133/0225Z TA0=85133/0226Z CDSN=MIA030 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
130223Z MAY 85 
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CRT 33 L 22-MA.R.-84"":- 21:03: 35:'..1 .• PAGE 1 - . 1 

EZ02: 
P 1905<:H z NA.n c~ 
FH DET 3:?~ PUAA SZOOL I~OP.EA//INO// 
TO RUIIVAAA/HQ PSAA HICKAH AFB III//INO// 
AIG 2-33 
INFO RUEIUIO~/H~ UOhF WASH DC// IHEG/ INErV IHES/ INET/ / 
RUEE:~JB/[~~ 1\FH.: ElE .. LINC t,.FB (}C//IHT// 
HUE.C'~'UA/i.W. r~.§· HJ FT F'fi'.l.\TofHH 'VI\// iT'!H/ / 

HUSI~.JC8/IJ I A "!f.Dfl TIC 
RUH·:~DP A/ J CR'C Bl\.fu'1E.[~S PO I NT II I 
D-''1 
.iD::. 

{!;' .. .:...·:.·:_;: 

K~·2 ... ::: 
C~?IhL: IIU ~ ~l~ C0~0 G~ 
flf:.~~-:·~~~ l~·Kf:. £:'(:· ~ J.!.l j!:.··_I\t!·CIJ 
C.J·.J! xrrt: Vn~·: iil\~1 ( '-'iD, DfH'Fi~0· CT!:.'J l~S 
C;J;:· L lf~ l :_: i.:.', C<::,) G-~·/D:ETELT1G1I 0~" 

E~:: 
"if:'';( 

(US) 
UJ FlUSO'l'!l.~f.\.8 

St::T:'C:E: 6v A FQ·FiillP.. llERC!rl\PT rH no CHI UINH CITY, 
8~,-_r:·:::~ .:I.~:~:i:._::.=;:::.:·. [i';,\~~;: VK.E:1'HAri UI OCT 1SS3. I~.'~LLl:"::.U ... l'.:i"l IS 

.... , ..... 
:. ~:.. . rr:-!!.~-; r:~.-~~·(}f:.'"f ~~;~:_1;\.lf~>~~-~ }~,tl:~:~TJi:!J ;:~~,.t·:·~_-;/t'"i:r r~-~JT(J;~rJ,~.'riEll~ OI~ 

'L.':: ;_:~:;. ::·,:.'H:·.'.'I C~·· u.: ~,~_U:.':-::Jt~~!::·...: GF ::?:1.11. <~·::n ll.~ lL~'L·i~l.fi'i!~:;_~ Ch'tii·:J ll'l 
lL _:·.· _· ~~~: 'ill 

L~' A F~·:ED~[)t;{.'r:'Iul··r CALJ(l JH VlFI! Fi.lUC r:~·JVH~CE 
< 21 ~:~if/ U:!;·'.' . .!.'.:l::, CL';.~ > ~J'flo!: l.Vf). :T~::~sor:.l.=:.CJi: 'i.\)f...JJi ~0\J~C!~ TJI.t-\1' THEilE 
liS?.::~ U~~~ !.'H' C L::'. Hf:G fE'fAH~ED ;:n Jl:ZTE.NTICN CAi·Tt:> Hi fWH.THEHU VIETHAH 
(JI~i: D~n.·· E·JT 1 . .'1' cT·:~;-zJ>Ut:f:E'G CAY.::;.. c=_i;~sour:.r.::E ·: .. :~Lli.~VF.';J TlWT SOJiEHO\·T 
Ti'::~ US t.'C.iVE~:~;.·;r;::·.uT \-i':~!ULD EVEITT'UALL~:- rEc::1 'T.'I 1~T:~~ :')_ :>:'I!!_.i;:; .. ;.~.NT OF TIUi: 
R.STLWH c:;- TF~!: l:'l!' C. OU.GSCUfi.CE /:.L:~~o~ ::;T!~'l'EDo TFAT t::ii: }.'.(.l';·:l!:Do A 
S;~TLLr~rrrnrr 1Dl' ';.H~: u:~~ PH Issur~ \'::JUI' ... u t:J .... so Il'~\TOLVii: llliY...'~~=<nHG FOH1'1[~Il 
s.r_;t,r_·;-.r Vfi~TNt.I·.~·.<::!!: E!.LIT!.:.P..Y 0Ii'F'ICE~~:-~·. C'jP~:?OU;~:CI~ \VN~1 !.·=~.-ORTi~m .... Y A 
I•'{;SL~~n Eh.JOli ;·u TP 1~ SC·UTH VH~TNAY.:3·:c-s f:.):EY OW U . E' _ _:;~T 01i' THE 
IIH'Ii~TES OF TT.HD Hli: 1 '~8·UCATION CAH? FJ'~PORT.SD-LY /:L:::v IG'E:'d 01" OH BAD 
ll~.t.>~G PJ2~UT TD.E U:::: Pll' G BEIHG DETLHH'.::G IN TEE r;;.n::rrn::.rc::~ CA.HrS AlfO 
rr;.;~::/ C.~Ii/: .. ~.~ED S~l1:JC!t.r:::c.~O JI~1'rE CF ~-·T~fJ~~:~ r~:.i:I.~Ef.t~:~:-.1} ll~ (;c:=~tJ~JI~C~riOI'I \·TITII US 
N!!:G~T I!'.:.'!' Ull:r:J 'h!· l'Ui! .. Ef::.CE US P\T' 8 <T? I) • . 
C•Ji·.::.·:.drr:~.·: SUBSO:UF.C:E \•!J<; A L~OlU<;J~J:: VI!i.TT~AI:-i~,:~;~ f'J:U·'IY l~A.JOI\ 
AHD cm~:;qrtx.o'.!:; ~J4 'F:S THUll El''L'T/!.r_,!.r.~·{, --:STI!: i!~~G:~lfiJ.!:HT~ ~·~,!ITH OIVIfJIOH. 
U.Z '\i/~S Ct .. PHJF.':.!.1· Il! UY.:'!5. 1\!i'').;_::r: :~.:-:Ir~::; ~~:?.T/-:1~·:?}} q; rr:::~·i~tJCi.=.'fiON CPJll') 
FGR ·rn.r.:::E YI:!/.D, I~: "i'/Af3 Tilli~r EG'ii.!:'~· TO r.-.. RJ!:E!JlfC:~TION H~ Tm.!: IxOH.TH 
< l~? I} !l~ 19':?.8. GCUI'::SE COULD I~OT !.\f~CAIL THE NAJ·~ OJ.i"' 'lT:~ ClU1P, ONLY 
THE FACT THAT IT HAS LOCATED IN VII~II FHUC PROVINCE. SOUI\CE 'vAG 
IHTELLIGE!iT AND IE GDUD HEHThL JU~!J' PIIYSICAL COHDITIOI·l AT THE TH:iE OF 
DE5F.IE7IUG. CGUP.CCo: TISA!HLY VGLUI~'2:Z!2:rillD THE II'!FOLUlATIOH IN THIG 
REPORT AHD 'HLL BE AVAILABLE FOR FURTHER DETJRIEr"'lHG. HEFEHENCl!: DET 
32 I lR 1 512 002~ 8~, "liEARfU' ... Y COHCERI~ H:G DETENTION Oi" US PRISO.NEllS 
OF \t?~R, VH 11
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(

[Investigative a-rticle in Tien Phonq newspaper, 
14-20 December 1982, pp 1, 2,1 

WHAT WAS SEEN AT THE TAN LAP REEDUCATION CAMP? 

How do the camp inmates live? 

\ 
./ 

issue no. 

The public security combatants -- adminstrators and teachers. 

The issues that are raised. 

On arriving at the camp, the first thing before us was a 
high wall atop of which were barbed wire and guard towers. On a 
winter morning, the midlands hills were deserted and a chilly 
wind was blowing. A steel gate opened, and we entered. 
Suddenly, everyone exclaimed, "Oh, what beautiful flowers.!" 

Major BuJ Van Chieu, the warden of Tan Lap Camp who guided 
us on a tour of the place, nodded and said: A young inmate 
takes care of these rows of flowers. His home is in Ngoc Ha, 
and [they] bring him seeds when [they] come to visit him. 
Consequently, our camp has all kinds of flowers the year round. 

Right beyond the flower gardens are the vegetable gardens, 
with papayas and bananas. On our left is a woodcutting shed, 
and on our right is a. carpenter team making furniture. After 
that is a blacksmith shop from which the sound of a hammer can 
be heard. ...._. . ........ 

As we pass through another wall, we step into the housing 
area for the inmates. The walls are whitewashed, and there are 
bars on the windows. But there is a flower garden in front of 
each building. There are many beautiful banners atop the walls, 
with slogans that only are found here: "If ohe has good 
thoughts at night, he will do good work by day," "A clean room 
makes for a beautiful camp," and "Emulate in product1on to 
improve the lives of the inmates." 

The member of the public security who guides us continues: 
This is the area for those with heavy sentences and the most 
vicious, the "bear-headed" ones as they frequently are referred 
to in slang, the reference being to robber "bands" and 
exploiting "associations." Those you have just seen are 
planting vegetables inside the camp. Others. are allowed to go 
out to work in the fields, to go up to the terraces to ~ick tea, 
to work as carpenters and millers, and to process elsholzia oil 
for export. Those who are the most progressive are allowed to 
go into the forests alone to collect firewood and to tend 
buffalos, and do not need to be accompanied by guards. 

.·.f 
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We suddenly exclaimed, "A prison like this is very 
expansive!" "Yes," one of the young public security members 
replied, "very expansive, in both the real life and the absract 
senses of a prison." 

I remembered the views expressed by an individual prior to 
our arriving here, "How could it be like that? They have caused 
mistakes and must accept heavy punishments!" 

Major Chieu smiled kindly and said, "E~en in our own sector 
there are a number of people who do not yet have a correct 
viewpoint. But let me first of all invite you to become 
acquainted with the camp inmates. Eighty percent of them are 
youths." 

We sat down and questioned Le Quoc Khanh, age 21, of Ly Nam 
De Street. He was youthful looking and had a light complexion 
and rounded cheeks. He had been a student in Grade 10. At a 
glance, you could see that he was very mischievous. There was a 
hole in his right earlobe (for an earring?). His mother was a 
doctor and his father was a retired cadre. We wanted to see 
what his observations were on the place and on those who were 
detaining him there. 

"I came to the camp in May 1982. After I entered the camp, 
I studied the camp's regulations and discipline, and I prepared 
a statement of all the bad things I had done out in society and 
promised to carry out well the four norms of a camp inmate. 
These are to clearly recognize one's crimes and c·ontinue to 
reveal accomplices still on the outside; to endure hardship in 
order to study politics; to actively engage in labor in order to 
reform we 11; and to fully carry out the camp's regulations-. . ..... 

"At present, I am in the agricultural team. I want to stay 
in the camp for three years, and I will learn some occupation 
that is compatible. On the very first day that I went out to 
harvest and transplant, I worked as hard as anyone. Everyone 
was issued a set of clothing, a blanket, and a mosquito net on 
entering the camp, but I asked for permission to use the 
mosquito net and blanket that my family had sent me.~ 

"Tell me specifically whether you were ever scolded or 
beaten." 

"I must admit that the first time I committed a crime, I 
shuddered on only hearing mention of the word 'prison.' But 
when the convoy took us from Hoa Lo across the Long Bien Bridge, 
one in the group who had been a repeat criminal many times 
shouted, 'It's Tan Lap!' It was not until I got here t-hat I 
finally understood what a reeducation camp was like. In 
particular, the public security cadres are very human. Nearly 
all of them are young, about my age. I frequently have 
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encountered the situation where cadres are sitting and talking 
with inmates about the streets of Hanoi, or the scene of cadres 
and inmates fighting for a ball on a grass court. I have only 
one thought: peace of mind and sincerity to reeducate myself." 

Tran Dinh [Liem?l, also known as Minh, age £24?1, who lived 
in Kim Lien ·[several words blurred in xeroxing] and was brought 
to Tan Lap· from that camp. Since he had made so much progress, 
the inmates in his subsection of the camp elected him a standing 
member for emulation. 

[Liem?] related the following to us: The camp inmates 
elect their own group and team leaders and their cultural and 
emulation sections. We have a congress of camp inmates once 
each year to discuss and vote on productive labor norms ana to 
re-elect the emulation standing committee. This committee has 
the mission of daily checking on and reminding inmates to comply 
with regulations, to work and study well, and to maintain good 
sanitation and order. If any inmate gets his family to come and 
visit him, and send him many things, we will record these in the 
log book and help him to manage them. In that way, the inmates 
take them out.and use them gradually, and they do not take them 
back to their crowded rooms where many complications could 
develop. But the principal mission of our emulation section i~ 
the monthly observation and grading of the re-education of the 
inmates and classifying of them into one of three categories: 
good, intermedi~te, and poor. Those who are good are rewarded. 
The type of reward that the inmates like the most is to meet 
people from home more often and for longer periods of time. 

And this is Nguyen Van Viet, age 22. When he met us, he 
gave the impression of being a dullard, but actually he is_~er~. 
crafty, just like a fox. Consequently, he has the nickname 
"Viet the fox." He escaped from Agro-Industrial General School 
No. 1 (the school for spoiled children which is two kilometers 

=away from the Tan Lap camp) 18 times. After entering this camp,. 
Viet tried to escape three times but was recaptured each time. 

We asked him, "How were you punished·after each attempted 
escape?" "Viet the fox" replied, "The cadres also had 
compassion for me. They only kept me in a separate cell for 
·seven days. Only the hot-tempered ones who hit and stabbed each 
other and who resisted the public security police to escape were 
punished with 14 days in special confinement. To have to go 
into special confinement meant being poor in reeducation. And 
if one is recognized as being poor, then. the warden committee 
recommends taking the matter to higher echelons, which could 
prolong one's time in the camp. Nobody wants this, including 
me. 

That's the way it is with the Tan Lap Reeducation Camp and 
the people who are concentrated there. We sit and recall those 
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we met there, for example Viet "the fox," Khanh "chains," etc., 
and we exchange views. Clearly we cannot sympathize with the 
superficial viewpoint that [we should simply go ahead and?] 
detain those who have committed crimes for a long time and force 
them to endure very heavy penalties in order to atone (?) for 
the mistakes they have created· out in society. But what is the 
right way ~o·educate and reform them? And will that way be 
successful? Now, quite a few of the youths who leave the camp 
revert back to their old shortcomings. 

First of all, there needs to be a review of the things that 
have already been done. It must b~ said that in past years the 
public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp have 
exerted great efforts. Managing many who have been depraved, 
have bottled-up emotions and parched souls are the youthfur 
combatants who have not even been through any normal school. 
And yet these cadres simultaneously work as security guards and 
also organize stepped up production on 500 hectares of fields to 
improve the living conditions for the inmates. These cadres 
also are the teachers to educate these inmates to make them good 
people and to return them to their families and society. 

Hundreds of inmates have been educated well and have left 
the camp. This is an outstanding achievement of the entire body 
of public security cadres and combatants of Tan Lap Camp. 
Expert craftsmen have a pair of golden hands, and the public 
security personnel there have golden hearts. Many families are 
forever grateful to them. These are the answsers to the 
questions posed earlier. As for the type of education methods? 
First lieutenant Vu Xuan Nguyen is still youthful and yet he has 
[number blurred] years of working in reeducation camps. 
Starting as a reconnaissance combatant, he has since worked~-~n ...... 
administration and indoctrination, has been the leader of a 
production team, and now is chief of the Education Section of 
Tan Lap Camp. He has consciously studied this special class of 
~eople and has amassed a great deal of interesting experience. 

He said: The main thing is that we have defined our own 
responsibility and have faith in the ability of the inmates to 
raise themselves up. We tell ourselves, 'The inmates .are 
spoiled, but they are not rotten yet.' 

Vu Xuan Nguyen spoke a great deal about people's feelings 
and about compassion. He told us: With people who by their 
very nature are rude, who drink and swear, and who use knives to 
oppress and exploit others, the only way to get to them is 
through their feelings. The joint youth union chapter of Tan 
Lap Camp held a specialized conference to discuss the question, 
"Can Hitting Inmates Help Them to Return to the Right Path?" 
The conclusion was that blows are not effective and only 
demonstrate impotence in the task of educating. 

4 
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One education form that is very successful is the setting 
of good example. For those who have had to go into a 
reeducation camp, a good example or a concrete role model which 
they can ·follow is even more important. And that good example 
cannot be anyone else but the very ones who are their 
administrators and indoctrinators. 

These comrades are models from their speech to their dress, 
behavior and work. In particular, they maintain honesty and 
integrity. That is the source of their influence with the 
inmates. There have been attempts to bribe the cadres, but 
these have not been successful. The most well-known instance is 
that of Nguyen Due Lam who concealed an expensive watch on his 
person and in the end had to deposit it and turn it over to his 
family to take home with them. (According to camp regulatiOns, 
the inmates are not allowed to keep money, watches, gold rings, 
etc.) He admitted that for a whole year, he sought every 
opportunity and had hoped to use that watch to buy off some 
greedy cadre. But all of the cadres were very gentle and very 
serious. The cadres live frugally and do not covet the 
possessions of others. 

How is the education of the inmates in the area of labor 
conducted at Tan Lap Camp? Through working in the fields, 
planting vegetables, making bricks, constructing houses, forging 
knives and mattocks, making furniture, etc., every inmate 
gradually becomes familiar with labor. Initially, they come to 
understand the value of labor and that the actions of certain 
others are savage and inhumane. A number of inmates, on 
returning to their families, have [two lines of text xeroxed 
poorly in the original] in the camp. 

..~ ........ 
The unity with inmate families and with the local 

government to educate the inmates is also quite close. And, 
thanks to the Ministry of Interior's Department of Prisons, the 
Tan Lap Camp has two wovie projectors--the inmates see films 
twice each month---many radios, and a wired radio network [10?1 
kilometers in length, with enough small speakers so that there 
is one in each inmate's room. There also is a relatively 
complete supply of books and newspapers. 

We said to each other: Compared to the needs of the 
inmates, there still is not enough. Under the current 
conditions, however, this is a truly great effort which 
demonstrates the humane policy of our party and state. 

In talking to the warden of Tan Lap Reeducation Camp, one 
of the members of our group said, "You comrades have exerted 
many great efforts that have truly moved us." As one of .[our 1 
comrades said on parting with the chief of the Education 
Section, Vu Xuan Nguyen, "[tvo words blurred], v:e vill return to 
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the city, our native villages, and our families, and the cadres 
will stay on here indefinitely. Of course, there still are some 
things that are worth thinking about." 

And what are those things? First of all, the reeducating 
of mistaken people is an extremely difficult task. The state 
has entrusted the public security sector with the responsibility 
for it. In order to perform this difficult mission well, 
however, we see a need for the active participation of many 
sectors, first of all the Youth Union, the education, public 
health, labor, culture, and physical education and sports 
sector~, the Vocational Training General Department, etc. 
Industrial productive labor has a great effect on the education 
and reform of people. The bulk of the inmates there are urban 
people. Consequently, there need to be instructors to teach 
vocations and the equipping of each camp with a vocational 
training shop so that the inmates can learn a profession and 
have an easy time in finding jobs when they leave the camp. 
This is a pressing aspiration of the inmates. The inmates very 
much hope that when they complete their terms in reeducation, 
the production installations will not be predjudiced against 
them and push ~hem away but instead will help by taking them in 
and giving them jobs, thereby creating conditions for them to 
continue to train themselves in their areas of progress. 

Recognizing the proper role of the reeducation camps, 
unceasingly educ~ting and improving the teaching abilities of 
those who work at the camps, having compassion for these youths 
who are spoiled but not yet rotten, and contributing to making 
these inmates into honest and upright people are the things we 
wanted to mention when we said our farewell to the public 
security combatants, beloved people, and inmates who are 
striving to rebuild their lives at ·Tan Lap. -· ·~. 

December 1982 
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From: 
To: 

CH-OPS 
CDR-JCRC 

NAS BARBERS POINT, HAWAII 96862 

Subj: U.S. Pri~oners Held in Vinh Phu Camp (Hearsay) 

Source: 

a. Name: 
b. DOB: 
c. POB: 

30 September 1983 

d. Former Position:· Major, ARVN; Binh Dinh Sector Command, Regional Forces 
e. 
f. 
g •. 
h. 
i. 

Present Location: _s· .'\ 
Identification Data ~ 
DOl: 1979 {hearsay in Oct 81) 
Date of Interview: 21 Sep 83 
Interviewer: MSg; S. H. Downs rsMC 

Source is a former career ARVN officer who served from 1953 to 1968 as an 
engineer officer. .He was trained in pychological warfare at the PsyWar School 
in Saigon in 1962 and at Ft. Bragg in ~965. Ordered to the Binh Dinh Sector 
Command to be the Chief of Political Affairs in 1968, he was assigned instead 
to be the Sector Logistics Officer in which capacity he served until 1970. He 
was elected to the Binh Dinh Provincial Council (legislator) in 1970 for a four 
year term. He~eturned to the Sector Command in October 1974 and served as the 
Sector Inspector {equivalent to IG) until the communist takeover in 1975. 

Source was held in reeducation at the former GVN Prison'in Qui Nhon City from 
April to August 1975, then at "Tong Trai #4" in Phu~ Phong (D), Binh Dinh (P) 
until November 1976. He was then transferred to "Tong Trai 115" 30 Km west of 
Tuy Hoa (C) in Cung Son (area name); Phu Yen (P) {presently Phu Khanh) ... -:In ..... · 
December 1978 he was transferre~ to A30 Camp, Dong Bo, 15 Km south of Cung Son. 
He was released on 22 June 1981 and lived in Qui Nhon until forced to a new 
economic zone in Long Khanh (P) in August 1981, where he remained one month. He 
returned to him home in Qui Nhon due to a back injury. 

In October 1981, source was visited by his brother, S: o who had 
recently been released from reeducation in NVN.and was enroute to join his family 
in. Saigon, where he still lives {source disclaimed knowledge of address; see 
comment below) • 

.31). revealed to source that while in Vinh Phu Camp, 60 Km NW of Hanoi near the 
Ba Vi Mountains (NFI), in 1979, he was required to work at a "special" camp nearby 
in which two Americans were held. SD allegedly told source that he was required 
to do "sanitation" work in the camps because the "special prisoners".were not 
required to do it for themselves. Source stated that .Sj) referred to the number 
of such prisoners as "two" at times and as "some" at other times. SD . gave no 
detail to support his contention that the special prisoners were Americans. 
Source conjectured that his brother knew it because they were "not Vietnamese." 
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6 OCT 1983 

30 September 1983 

According to source, .S~ disclosed no other details of the matter. Source 
responded negatively to all remaining specific questions. 

Comment: 

Source generally appeared reluctant to reveal personal information about his 
brother. He was at first evasive about his brother's address, then stated he 
did not kngw.it. Source eventually revealed the following about his brother: 
Former ARVN captain; intelligence officer in J-2, General Staff of the Armed 
Forces, Saigon.· ~~ was held in reeducation from 1975 to 1981 in NVN. 

Source anticipates settlement in the U.S. in the next couple of months. He 
provided this forwarding. address: 

... ._.. ....... . 
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BEGIN TRANSLATION 

TO: Mr. Vincent Mayer 

·~!( 
:t ' 

A few problems ~oncerning re-education camps . 

. In June·1976 I began being moved from thef.Tam Hiep Re-education 
;camp in Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, to northern Vietnam . 

. MY .first northern camp was Camp 12 of Yen Bai/Hoang Lien Son 
f(P). The camp had nine simple buildings, new constructed 
along the edge of a row of mountains, surrounded only by 
mountains and jungle. The buildings were only constructed 
of a frame with no walls, and nothing inside. The roofs were 
made of bamboo and sugar cane. Later, we were divided into 
teams and worked at sawing wood, chopping bamboo and sugar 
cane to rebuild. The short buildings held from 60-80 people, 
while the longer buildings held frqm 80-120 people. Sleeping 
areas were covered with sugar cane and were single story. 
The buildings were surrounded with a sugar cane fence tightly 
weaved in a diagonal pattern. Camp 12 belonged to LT1, man­
aged by the 776 Gp. 

- SKETCH -

In October 1977, I was moved to the·· Vinh· Phu Re-ed Camp. This 
camp was managed by the PSS and consisted of 7 sub camps. 

The first sub camp I was in was K-1, which was a camp which was 
built in 1945 and had been restored. The buildings were buflt 
with walls. The roof was made of "To-Le'1 and tile. Each build­
ing held from 100-120 people. Sleeping areas were on twa· f!oors, 
one above and one below. The buildings were surrounded by a 
durable brick fence which had spikes mounted on the top and 
had rolled barbed wire around the base. · 

In January 1978, I was moved to K-2 of Vinh Phu. 
In January 1980~ I was moved to:Thanh Phong Re-ed Camp of 

·:.Thanh Hoa (P). 
In April 1980~ I was moved to the- Thanh Lam Camp_ of Thanh 

Hoa (P). 

At these camps~ the buildings, the general camp shape, measure­
ments and building materials were all alike. All building 
frames were wooden, while the roofs and walls were made of sugar 
cane and bamboo. Each building held from 100-160 people. The 
camps were divided into two sections, one for political prison­
ers (from South Vietnam) and one for criminals. The following 
sketch is of Thanh Lam. 
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- SKET.CH 

Special points 
A. Area for political prisoners 
B. Area for criminal prisoners 
C. Area of prisoners who are under (constant) supervi­
sion: including those captured since 1960, and a 
number of Chinese. 

The Thanh Lam Camp is also called the Thanh Lam Collective 
Farm. This area is a dangerous, difficult area fenced off 
deep in the mountainous jungles of Thanh Hoa (P). According 
to the Vietnamese communists, this area was to be developed 
into a living area for former RVN political figures. 

It is estimated that over 20,000 hectors of forest land will 
be exploited and will accommodate from 100,000 to 200,000 
political figures. These are the words of an official an­
nouncement. The standard of living of the camp of To Ba 
Oanh, PSS Captain was depicted as wonderful: like saying 
goodbye to the symbol of a Collective Farm director. 
Naturally, they could not reach their goals, because when 
we arrived there were only about 1,000 people there. We 
were later moved from camp to camp or moved to camps in 
southern Vietnam. 

Myself and a number of others were moved to Camp 3 Tan Ky of 
Nghe Tinh (P). This camp was built in 1945. The buildings 
were made of brick and had tile roofs. The sleeping areas 
included two stories, one above and.one below. Each building 
held from 80-100 people. The camp perimeter wall was made 
of brick and was sturdy. Broken bottles were imbedded on 
top of the wall, as ~ere spikes. Rolled barbed wire was also 
used. 

This camp held the following elements of inmates 

- Political (former RVN politicians) 
FULRO 

... .._ ....... . 

- Commandos (captured from 1960 on, and included some Chinese) 
- Criminals 

On 10 March 1983, I was released. The camp population at that 
time was over 2,000. Political inmates numbered approximately 
1,000 people. Of those inmates, I remember the following people: 

Dang Thanh Cu 
- Nguyen Huu A 
- Ton That Khien 

Linh Muc Lan 

Special Police Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Colonel 
Chaplain 

- 2 -



Nguyen Hoang Thao 
- Mai Van Thanh 

Ly Minh Tam 
Do Van Dien 

- Phong (given name) 
Le Chi Thien 
Hai (given name) 
Tran Huu Que 
Nguyen Van Bich 
Thuat (given name) 
A (given name) 
Tran Van My 
Phong (given name) 

ARVN Security Major 
ARVN Major 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN LTC, Engineer 
ARVN Major, Recon, "tinh" 204" 
ARVN LTC 
VNAF LTC 
ARVN LTC 
ARVN LTC 
Captain, Binh Dinh Development 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 
ARVN Captain 

END TRANSLATION 

... .._.. ·•···. 
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Re-Ed Camp Repc: 

Name: 

Rank: Captain 
. \.~ 

Unit: 110th Wing, 1st Division, Airforce 

Dear Sir:· 

-;:.-. :'· .·• -~ .. ··~ ... ·:. . ... -. ~ 
\ (Q I. 

At your request, I am going to write what I've seen and heard during the 
. .. . . . . . --~· ... , ; . .._;; · ..... ;,.. .... ,·4····· ...... _. .. ... ·-~· -.. , .... ·.• •. ; .... :... .. ·. •.. . 

time I was the prisoner of the Vietnamese communists. At first I have to 

ask you to keep. this report a secret ... Please do not~ reveal any name or 

details given, to any International organizations or to the Press. 

Places and names of detention: 

1. Long Giao Camp, Long Khanh (1975- 1976) over 10,000 people from 

Captain to·colonel. I don't know the name of the leader and the organization 

of -the camp. 

2. Joint Camp IV (Regiment Command) in Hoang Lien Son Province was divided 

into 9 camps= 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. From July 1976 to August 1978, I 

had been in camps 9, 3, 7,4. . ...... 

-Each camp had 300 detainees, one camp ·leader, 30 to 40 security men . 

Everyday, we had to work either in the woods or 1n the fields. 

-The leader of 7th camp was Captain Hang (1978) 

Over 50 prisioners died of sickness, exhaustion, food po~soning. They 

were buried in Cam Nhan Village~ 

- Dur1ng 1977 to 1978, the communist launched their appressive campaign 

against the political prisoners. 

I 
f'1 r 

3. 19 7'S, - 1 9 8~ 
<:,.. tl 

1n Vinh Quang·Camp (HaNoi) 
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Camp leaders: A. .,-, 

.r-1 
'l 

a) Tran Van Hu: Lieutenant Colonel (1978 198\i) 

b) Nguyen Cac Major ( 1980) 
-

* Vinh Quang camp was divided into two zones: A & B. 
\~ . 

. 
t{ \~ -· 
~-· ~ & 

- Zone A: spread over 40,000m with 2 barracks, each having 7 .houses of 
.. :: .·· ~=-:·.-:: •. ~ • ... - ... ··: .• •. : ::-: ... • ... 

'6m x 20m. Each .housed 70 people and .~ach person had exactly 0.42m sleeping 

space. Two security guards made checks every 30 minutes at night although 

all· doors were locked. Each morning we were waken up by the sound of the 

. gong and wait.ing for the door to be opened and got ready for work. 
~ . ... . ... . . . . ' ~ .-~ .. ";. .. ~ ... · ... 

- Zone B: located in the North of Zone A, over 4,000 square meters and 
... · 

having 500 people. The total population of Vinh Quang camp was 1,500. 

*The names of the detainees who are still in the camp (since 1978): 

1. Lieutenant Colonel Nguyen Duy Diem= former officer in Airforce, 

1st division, 38 years old. (Zone A). 

2. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Trung = 40 years old, 1n Airforce, 1st 

division (Zone A). 

3. Lieutenant Colonel Phan Van Manh 48 years old, 1n Airforce, 1st 

division (Zone B). 

4. Lieutenant Colonel Cao Quang Khuyen 40 years old, in Airforce, 

1st division (Zone A). ~- ...... 
5. Lieutenant Colonel Le Man Hoat 47 years old, 1n Airforce, 1st 

division (Zone B). 

6. Major Huynh Ngoc Duong 45 years old, 1n Airforce, 1st division 

(Zone B). 

7. Major Tran Van Vinh = · 40 years old; {n Airfo.rce, 1st division (Zone 

B). 

8. Major Nguyen Quoc Hai 38 years old, in Airforce, 1st division 

(Zone A) . 

-·. 
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9. 
..:._. 

Major Ngu~- ' Xuan Hue = 38 years 1>ld, in Aj~·~orce 
I l . ' 

(Zone A). 

1st division 

10. Captain Duong Viet Dang = 35 year.:S old, in Airforce, 1st division 

(Zone A). · \~ 

11. Captain Do Dung= 33 years old, Airforce, 1st division (Zone A) 
.... :_.· ... ·_ ..• !_:.· .. .: .·;:.·.·~ ....... :-··.:._:~~-~-:·· 

·.:: 

12. Captain Le An = 37 y~ars old, Artillery, Infantry 1st di~ision. 

13. Colonel Ly Ba Pham = 50 years old, former chief of Khanh Hoa Province 

(Nha Trang). 

14. Captain Nguyen Van Phuong = 38 years old, in Han Nghia :sector 

(Zone A). 
. ,,..;. ...... ~ ''-"····· .. ~· 

* I have not heard of any American pr1soners. 

... ·.· ~ .. 

* As I heard, Tan Lap Camp 1n Vinh Phu housed over 4,000 prisoners, had been 

transferring the prisoners to Central and South Vietnam, specially to Binh 

Tuy region. 

-lc Ha Nam Ninh Camp (Ha Noi) = the prisoners mostly were former colonels. 

Colonel Hoang Tich Thong, former deputy commander of Infantry 2nd division 

was among them. 

* Ha Tay Camp = I was there for 3 days before release. This camp held only 

generals and high ranking civilian officers. Former Minister of Defense 

Tran Trung Dung and }1ajor General Le Minh Dao were detained ther .. e~ 
...... 

Living Condition: 

*Each one was given 12 kgs. of food, sometimes only 9 kgs., mostly dried 

or fresh cassava or rye. Once or twice every 30 days we would have some 

rice. The main dish was salt water and green vegetables. Sometimes 

every one or two months we were given 100 or 150 grs. of water buffalo 

meat each. The prisoners relied on their families for_food supply. Most 

of them were in very bad shape. 

----·:-' -·-·-
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*Labor: 8 hours of work each day, 6~ays a week, overtime on Sunday 

n :",.,--- ·:. 

twice a month; .:'alled "Labor Society Day". 

* Political education = after we were transferred to Vinh Quang Camp 

(1978- 1981) we only learned of the lnternational news from our fami-lies. 
I: ' 

•.ot 

Almost all of us had hoped that the Chinese military would help us to be 

.. -: fr.~e-=-arid change :Vietnam's. situati~n~;.·.·-_. . . 

*Mail =we were allowed-to write once a month under their control. 

Sometime-s it was 4 or 5 months before the letters were sent. 

*The communists never allowed us to meet the. International delegations • 
.• •'• • . ~~. .·,· .. •• ••r"• ... ••• •,··,., • • ~ # ,..; ·: -.: ....... ·"'-·, ..... -..#--·.; -· -r=· ~- .... · .. !·. . 

The delegates would see very few people in the camp. The prisoners whom 

'the communists had chosen, had to tell the delegates' what the communists 

told them to say. 

If the prisoners told the delegates the truth they were later bound hand 

and foot and were never eligible for release from pr~son. 

The communists displayed a lot of food but the prisoners weren't allowed 

to eat it and later it was taken away. 

* Even if a prisoner was sick unless it was obvious he was forced to work. 

Only when it rained very had did we get time off because they feLt. i·'-··. 

was too hard to control the prisoners during hard rain. 

Cadres Committee: 

* Instructional cadres = each house had 70 people and was _a team itself. 

One or two cadres 'tvere in charge of our spiritual· and our political 

activ·i ties . 

* Supervisor Cadres = accompanied the detainees out for field work. Always 

armed and on shift, these cadres were responsible for the exact number of 

the detainees whom they look out of camp. 
.. ·- .... 

.·~ 
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They rotated ~.n ... order to avoid being.,.nvolved s~timentally with the 
.! \ 
·t J . ' 

detainees. C6ntrary to this the instructional ~~dres were assigned 

permanently to a group. 
-

··_-:-.~·-.··. , •• • • • I~~ 

* Educational cadres = were responsible for the education of the prisoners, 
• :~ • -:/'': ••~:~:::a.:;..•,~ .' ~·.~!'";i,::::: : .. :,~-::.-: ... ~ .~·: :,•,-• • ;:, , ,' 0 , 0 00 00 0 , , , 

0 a,, 

reading of HaNoi newspa11.ers, food rat~ons, sick prisoners or/the prisoners 

who worked at the camp. 

* Food supply team leader = Major Thinh . 
• :.~·· f , ....... · ·.- • ··.···.··' 

* Agriculture cadres supervised the prisoners' planting duties. 

* Planning cadres 1n charge of the prisoners' productivity. 

I personally sm.r or heard all that is written above. The above information 
. 

1s general, if you want details, please ask me. 

!.•, 

v 

VINH QUANG CAMP COHHITTEE 

Chief 
Supervisor 

Supply Team ~--------~~ Assistant Supervisor 

I Cadres Connnittee 

...... 

Security Team' 

Instructional! !Planning l I Agriculture { J Su;>ply 

.. - --, 
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BUREAU IN DISTRICT M ~ ,. .... 
~ 

1. ~Q-~~~-~!~, POLICE CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF TE~HNICAL 

~ 6 OF SAIGON. 
~j 

r Ph' Lt:vf 
~ .... 
~ 

~ 
:l 
·1 .... 
~ 

.... : ...... . . . ....... ··- ~ . :.~· . ,.. . ': .. 
2. ~§~Y~~-Itl~~tl_I~M POLICE CAPT~IN, SECTION CHIEF Of EMIGRATION. AND 

IMMIGRATION SECTION OF THE IMMIGRATION DEPARTMENT OF THE POLICE HEADQUARTERS. 
;. 

3 · !g~Q~~-tlQ~~~-tl~ POLICE CAPTAiN, BUREAU CHIEF OF THE SECURITY BUREAU 

IN SINH DINH, QUI NTTO N 

4. LE VAN BON 
~-.~-------~~,POLICE CAPTAIN,_ BUREAU CHIEF OF THE PRODUCTION CENTER, OF 

POLICE HEADQUARTERS • 
. . .. -:::· . . ~ . . .. . . .. . . •;•· ·•. . ·:· 

.,;~ 

1 5 • ~Q-~~~-~~~§, POLICE CAPTAIN IN ZONE 1 DANANG 
·-~ 

·~ 6 · ~tl~~-~~~-§!8~! POLICE CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF THE PSYCHO-WAR BUREAU OF 

·.! 

... 

:'! 

·.~-
, ... 

.. 
-:: 

,, ,, 

DISTRICT 11, SAIGON 

7. ~§~!~~-~~~-~~, POLICE CAPTAIN OF THE NATIONAL POLICE INSTITUTE IN 

THU DUC. 

B. ~§~!~~-~§Qf_!8~, MILITARY CAPTAIN OF THE POLY-WAR DEPARTMENT 

9. ~!-~~~!_!~~! POLICE CAPTAIN, INSPECTOR OF THE HEADQUARTERS IN SAIGON 

.. 

10. L£ TRUNG TRUC POLICE CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF TRAN VAN LINH POLICE 

STATION IN DISTRICT 11 SAIGON. 

.. ..... ·•··. 
11. ~§h!!~ti-~~~-Qi::i!! POLICE CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF SECURITY BUREAU, OF SAIGON 

POLICE HEADQUARTERS 

12. !~~~-Q~~tl_£tl~£, ARMY CAPTAIN, OF THE POLY-WAR 

13. ~§~!~ti-~~~-Itl~~tl, POLICE CAPTAIN OF ZONE II. 

14. ~~~yg~~~~~~-~~~, POLICE CAPTAIN, .ASSISTANT CHIEF OF THE SPECIAL POLICE 

BUREAU. 

15. ~§~Ys~-~Q!_POLICE CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF OPERATIONS ·BUREAU, DISTRICT 9 

17. ~§h!!~~-~~~-Q~Q~§, ARMY !ST. LIEUTENANT, POLY-WAR 
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17.1~UUIL..I~ \It'll~ o..Jr\I•V ·~---- - ...... -----------------, 
~ \ .~. 

·STATION, DISTRICT 

20. ~Q~~§-~~~-E~~Q~§, POLICE CAPTAINL CHIEF OF PKU DINH POLICE 

STATION, DISTRICT 6 

21. DANG.THE CHINH, POLl~~ CAPTAIN, CHIEF OF THE CITY HALL POLICE --------------
STATION, DISTRICT .1 

... 
22._tl~!~~-tl~~-bQ~G POLICE MAJOR, COMM~NDER OF THE POLICE FORCE IN 

- 0 
BINH DAI DISTRICT ~GIONG TR~M) BEN TRE. 

23. b£_Q~!~ftl~I~ LIEUTENANT COLONEL, COMMANDER OF SPECIAL ZONE 7 

. CUM CIVILIAN DISTRICT CHIEF. 

24. !E~Q~§-~~~-IEQ, LIEUTENANT COLONEL OF THE SPECIAL ZONE 44 

25. VO VAN SET POLICE CAPTAIN, COMMANDER OF THE 7TH FIELD ----------
POLICE COMPANY OF THE SPECIAL BATALLION 5 

26. NGUYEN VAN TRUONG, POLICE CAPTAIN CHIEF OF A POLICE STATION IN DISTRICT 5 

.. ~ ....... 

.·A 
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10 (PCXX) *01/27 /87* *18:09:40.-1.9* 
ZCZC 23:08:31Z (PC) 

l~ 

D~ t-Af~ 
I fl ) ,.A..! tl'... J; (\ '\ t'flv 

P 272258Z JAN 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 271400Z JAN 87 
FM DIA. 'WASHINGTON DC/ /VO-PW/ I 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC ... '· 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT , .. 

i,. _,../ 
·-· 

EZ2: 
1774/VO-PW 

SERIAL: 6-014-0118-86 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM)/FRANCE (FR) 

\ 

J 
~,~ \ 

\ \J 
l. 

--

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0118-86/FRENCH PRISONERS AT MO CHEN PRISON 

DO!: 860928 (RO) 

SOURCE: . VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT ~-~ WHOSE REPORTING 
RELIABILITY-HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 
SUMMARY: THERE WERE THREE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY AT MO CHEN 
PRISON IN 1963. 
TEXT: 
1. SOURCE WAS CAPTURED ON 30 JUNE 1962 AT THE MOUTH OF THE SONG 
GIANG RIVER IN AN ENGAGEMENT WITH NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCE~· ..... · 
THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL FORCES HAD LOCATED SOURCE'S INFILTRATION 
TRAWLER SUPPORTING FROGMEN PLANTING MINES ON NORTH VIETNAMESE NAVAL 
CRAFT. AFTER IMPRISONMENT AT THE PROVINCIAL SECURITY SERVICES 
TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO HOA LO PRISON IN 
HANOI FOR FURTHER INTERROGATION BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY, 
SINCE RENAMED THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR. AFTER APPROXIMATELY TWO 
MONTHS HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO MO CHEN PRISON, EAST OF SON TAY CITY. 
HE REMAINED AT MO CHEN UNTIL TRANSFERRED IN 1963 TO YEN THO PRISON 
IN CURRENT VINH.PHU PROVINCE, SINCE RENAMED TAN LAP PRISON. 
2. IN 1963, EXACT DATE UNRECALLED, SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED ON A 
WORK DETAIL OUTSIDE THE PRISON. RETURNING TO THE PRISON HE OBSERVED 
THREE CAUCASIAN MALES WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. TWO WERE 
DECIDEDLY CAUCASIAN, THE THIRD APPEARING TO BE A SWARTHY NORTH 
AFRICAN EURASIAN. ALL THREE WERE ADULT MALES AND SOURCE INITIALLY 
ASSUMED THE TRIO WERE FORMER FRENCH MILITARY. HE DID NOT TALK TO 

0017 
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ANY OF THE THREE. ~ 

(~1 
.~. . .. 
'\ 

PAGE 

3. RETURNING TO HIS CELL SOURCE QUESTIONED POLITICAL PRISONERS. 
HE MET ABOUT THE IDENTITY OF THE THREE PERSONS HE BELIEVED TO BE 
FRENCH WHO WERE WORKING AT THE PRISON KITCHEN. THE PO~ITICAL 
PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE WERE INDEED FORMER FRENCH MILITARY 
PERSONNEL FROM THE EARLIER INDOCHINA WAR. HE ASKED WHY THEY WERE IN 
PRISON. THE POLITICAL PRISONERS REPLIED THE THREE FRENCH WANTED TO 
RETURN TO FRANCE BUT HAD BEEN UNABLE TO AND WERE NOW IN PRISON. 
SOURCE NEVER SAW OR HEARD REFERENCE TO THE TRIO AFTER LEAVING MO 
CHEN. PRISON. 
VO-PW COMMENTS: THE THREE INDIVIDUALS SOURCE REPORTED SEEING AT 
MO CHEN WERE ALSO SEEN AND REPORTED TO DIA BY ANOTHER BOAT CREWMAN 
AT MO CHEN IN 1962-63. THE THREE HAVE BEEN TENTATIVELY CORRELATED 
TO FORMER FRENCH MILITARY FROM THE BA VI STATE.FARM, POSSIBLY TWO OF 
WHOM WERE LATER OBSERVED AT PHO LU PRISON IN THE LATER 1960S. NONE 
WERE OBSERVED IN THE PRISON SYSTEM BY FORMER COMMANDOS AFTER 1971. 

BT 
/17638 
NNNN 
NNDD 

... ~ ......... . 

0018 



....... 
OEPARTME~T OF O~FENSE 
~CS MESSAGE ·cENTER 

PRIORITY ZYUW RUEHOlA532S 0850820 
P 260818! MAP. 86 
FM JCRt LIAI~ BANGlOl TH 
TO CDR JCR~ BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOlULU Hl//J2/J3/J36// PRIORITY 

DIA V~HINGT~ DC//VO-PV// PRIORITY 

CITE: 

SECDEF VASHD:I/OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE VASHDCI/NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
.1r~ Wt~HnU /.1~// PRIORITY 

LIAISON BANGlOK TH 15325 

; 3223 MAR 86 

SUBJECT: JCRC. REPOR' ~6-002. LIVE CAUCASIAN IN YEN BAI 
RE-EDUCATION CAMP 

REF: JCRC RPT ·~6-003, U.S. HELICOPTER WITH REMAINS, 
DTD 26 MAR 86 

1 SOURCE: NAME: ~. Y . 008: .'j'.D 
; POB: Si':J . FORMFR PnC\lllClN· NATlnNAI POtlr.F 

CAPTAIN: PRESENT LOCATJOH S lJ 
..s i.'! IDEh1IF I CATION DATA: S j_\ . 001: 

APRIL 1977; DATE OF INTERVIEW: 11 MARCH 1986: NAME OF 
IN1ERVIEWER: DAVID W. ATHERTON. MSG. USA; OTHER: 
SOURCE'S ADDRESS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE FROM VIETNAM WAS 
292/118 SAl HAT WARD 7. DISTRICT 10. HCMC. HIS YOUNGFR 
RRnTHFR '~\ RF~lOF~ Al , f.~ 

...;."J.) SOURCE rs Rf -EDUCATION 
(REED) CHRONOLOGY WAS: 26 JUNE 1975 - JUNE 1976, TRUY 
TAM AN DUONG. 61£~ HOA: JUNE 1976 - OCTOBER 1977. CAMP 
14, JNTERCAMP 1 HOANG LIEN SON, YEN BAI: OCl 77 - APRIL 
1982, TA~ LAP, VJNH PHU: APRIL 198~ - OCTOBER 1984, HAM 
TAN 130D. 

2. SUMMARY: SOURCE IS A 41 YEAR OLD FORMER 
VIETNAMESE NATIONAL POLICE CAPTAIN WHO PROVIDED INFORMA­
TION CONCERNING THE SIGHTING OF A CAUCASIAN IN THE YEN 
BAI RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM lN APRil 1977. SOURCE PROVIDED A 
FIRSTHAND DESCRIPTION AND CAMP RUMOR CONCERNING THIS IN­
DIVIDUAL. 

3. ·- . INFORMATION: SOURCE STATED THE FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION AS FACT. ON TWO OCCASIONS DURING APRil 1977, 
WHILE INCARCERATED IN THE T14 CAMP Of THE YEN BAI RE-
ED CAMP SYSTEM. SOURCE MADE TRIPS TO CAMP 11 WHERE HE 
OBSERVED A CAUCASIAN MALE (HEREAFTER REFERRED TO AS •HE•). 
HE VAS THIN, WAS APPROXIMATELY S FEET 10 INCHES TALL, HAD 
A FULL HEAD OF BROWN HAIR CUT FAIRLY SHORT, SPORTED FULL, 
LONG SIDEBURNS AND VAS STILL YOUNG ALTHOUGH SOURCE WOULD 
NOT VENTURE A GUESS AS TO HIS AGE. HE SPOKE FLUENT 
VIETNAMESE. RUMOR HAD IT THAl HE DROVE A TRUCK AND 
WORKED C»> THE CAMP GENERATOR. HE VAS ALSO THOOGHT TO 
HAVE BEEN PLANNING TO MARRY A VIETNAMESE GIRL. SOURCE 
HEARD THAT HE HAD AT ONE TIME MADE PREPARATIONS TO SHOW 
A MOVIE FOR A VILLAGE NEAR SOURCE'S CAMP, BUT SOURCE DID 
NOT RECALL THE NAME OF THE VIllAGE. WHEN SHOWN A GROUP 
OF PICTURES. SOURCE PICKED OUT TWO, ONE OF ROBERT GARWOOD 
IN AN AIRPLANE AND ONE OF A FRENCH ACTOR NAMED •ROBERT• 
BUT SAID THAT THE LATTER'S HAIR WAS TOO LONG. SOURCE 
INDICATED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GARWOOD MORE CLOSELY 

ACTION (M) 
INFO USDP:ISA(l) USDP:MIA(l) CJCS(4) DJS:(2) Jl(l) 

J3(6) NIDS(l) JS(2) CMB QC(l) SECDEFC9) USDPUU 
~ NMICU) AT-3(2) DB-2(1) DB-2CU) DB-2C2(1) 
DIAU) 

+NSC VASHINGTON DC 
+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO VASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+ANMCC fT RITCHIE MD 
+SAFE 

RfSEMSLED THE MAN HE HAD SEEN. 

............ 

MCNcSGOSS/03031 TORcssno~/no~77-- TAn•o~no~/rys2SZ CDSN•MIA809 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
260818Z MAR 86 

.... 
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MSGHO 15 (PCXX) •10/09/85* *09:07:57.6.7• 
ZCZC 14:06:02Z (PC) 

R 091211Z OCT 85 
FM JCS WASiriNGTOH DC 
INFO RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 091124Z OCT 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

............ 
{ 0 1 

' '(}) 1+ u 

INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASaDC 
RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//JS// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 
BT 

SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON· BANGKOK <><>TH 60425<><> 
CITE: 3647 OCT 85. 

0 

EZ2: 
SUBJECT: .JCRC REPORT d5-044A, REINTERVIEW OF VH REFUGEE 

-5·(,.. 
REF: A. JCRC HSG RPT 35-044, DTG 240758Z JUL 85. 

B. DIA/VO-PW MSG, DTG 311611Z JUL 85. 
1. REF A REPORTED RESULTS OF INITIAL INTERVIEW OF 
SUBJECT REFUGEE, WHO IS AN ETHNIC NORTHERNER ALLEGEDLY 
IMPRISONED IN NORTH VIETNAM FROM 1962 UNTIL 1977. REF A 
ALSO REPORTED THAT ·Jt 's BROTHER MOVED TO THE US 
THROUGH IRAN PRIOR TO 1975 AND POSSIBLY HAS THE SAME NAME 
AS A DESERTER GVN COMMAHOO. REF B REQUESTED REINTERVIEW 
CONCERNING RE-EDUCATION CAMP INFORMATION AND REQUESTED 
PHOTOS OF ..s-c V() WAS REINTERVIEWED BY 

4N AT SUHGEI BESI RAFUGEE CAMP, MALAYSIA 
OH 23 AND 24 AUGUST 1985. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION RE­
PRESENTS THE RESULTS OF THE REINTERVIEW AND WAS RELATED 
BY SOURCE TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. 
2. SOURCE WAS ARRESTED ON 24 MA 1962 AND WAS HELD 
IN IJOA LO PRISON, HANOI UNTIL 10 JULY 1962, WHEN HE WAS 
MOVED TO XUAN GIANG PRISON CAMP OF PHU THO PROVINCE. 
SOURCE RECALLED RIDING THE TRAIN FR6M HANOI AHD DISEMBARK­
ING AT THE AM THUONG TRAIN STATION, VICINITY WJ 011837. 
THE INMATES WERE THEN PLACED ON SMALL BOATS AND TAKEN TO 

...__ 0 .... 0 
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THE CAMP VIA A SMALL STREAM. THE .:}RIP FROM THE TRAIN 
STATION TO THE CAMP TOOK APPROXIMAT-ELY ONE HOUR~ THE 
CAMP NAME IUAH GIANG WAS TAKEN FROM A LOCAL VILLAGE IN 
THE AREA ( JCRC COMMENT: WE FIND A XUAN ANG VILLAGE AT 
VICINITY VJ 952828). IN 1965, ALL INMATES WERE MOVED 
TO HA GIANG (P). THE NAME XUAN GIANG WAS TAKEN AHD WAS 
USED TO NAME THE BA GIANG CAMP, WHICH WAS ONE OF THREE 
IH HA GIANG (P) (OTHERS WERE QUYET TIEN AND VINH TIEH). 
AT THAT POINT, THE ORIGINAL XUAN GIANG SITE WAS RENAMED 
THE . RE-ED CAMP. THE THREE HA GIANG CAMPS WERE 
ALL-SEPARATE SUBCAMPS OF A HIGHER ECHELON. 
THE XUAN GIANGIPHU THO CAMP HEADED BY TRAM QUOC THOAH. 
VAS CONTROLLED BY THE. MINISTRY OF PUBLIC SECURITY, WHICH 
IS HOW CALLED THE MINISTRY OF INTERNAL AFFAIRS (HOI). 
THE CAMP WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1961 AS A RESULT OF THE MOl 
DECREE TO "CONCENTRATE" THE "DANGEROUS" ELEMENTS. SOURCE 
RECALLED INMATES ONLY USED "XUAN GIANG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP, PHU THO" AS A RETURN ADDRESS ON MAIL. SOURCE RE-
CALLED THE FOLLOWING SRV CAMP PERSONNEL: 
- TUAN (FULL NAME UNK) MAJOR, APPRO X 60 YOA, CAMP WARDEN. 
- TANG (FULL NAME UHK) 2LT, APPROX 30 YOA, EDUCATION 
CADRE. 
- LOC (FULL NAME UNK) SGT, INMATE SUPERVISOR WHO BEAT 
IHMA TE NGUYEN HUU DO TO DEATH. 
THE CA!iP HELD THE FOLLOWING CATEGORIES OF INMATES: NVN 
MILITARY AND POLICE WHO RANKED FROM PRIVATES UP TO OF­
FICERS; HVH ADMINISTRATORS OF DISTRICT AND PROVINCIAL 
LEVEL; ANTI-COHHUHIST WRITERS; CATHOLIC PRIESTS; ANTI­
COMMUNIST POLITICAL FIGURES; PRIVATE LAND OWNERS; BUD­
DHIST MONKS AND CAPTIJRED COMMANDERS. SOURCE RECALLED 
THE FOLLOWING DISTINGUISHED IHDIV I DUALS WHO WERE HELD IN 
THE CAMP: 
- DOAN, BAC NINH PROVINCE CHIEF. 
- VU THE HUNG, THANH HOA PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATOR IN 
19!15. 
- TRAN HUU TUONG, ASST CHAIRMAN OF THE CATHOLIC LEAGUE -- ...... 
IN 19!15. 

·- LE VAN TY, AN ETHNIC VIETNAMESE (NOT MIXED) CAPTAIN 
IH THE FRENCH ARMY. 
- NGO VAN MINH, LAWYER AND DISTRICT CHIEF. 
- TRUONG MINH HO, LAWYER AND DISTRICT CHIEF. 
- NGUYEN XUAH DOANH, 1LT, CHEMICAL ENGINEER. 
3. SOURCE EXPLAINED THE RE-ED CAMP SYSTEM AS 
FOLLOWS. EACH RE-EDUCATION CAMP (ACTUALLY, PRISON 
CAMP) CALLED "CENTRAL CAMP" (TRUNG VONG) CONSISTED 
OF OHE MAIN CAMP COMMANDED BY A WARDEN (GIAM THI) AND 
TWO SUBCAMPS WHICH WERE COMMANDED BY DEPUTY WARDENS. 
TYPICAL STAFF SECTIONS INCLUDED THE EDUCATION SECTION, 
THE ADMIN AND TRAINING SECTION, CAMP MANAGEMENT SECTION 
AND A PRODUCTION SECTION. EACH CAMP NORMALLY HELD UP 
TO 1 , 000 INMATES, 10-15 IN A GROUP CALLED A CELL (TO) • 
FOUR OR FIVE CELLS MADE A TEAM (TOAN). A COMPANY (DOI) 

PAGE 
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MSGNO 19 (PCXX) •10/09/85* *09:07:~1.6* 
ZCZC 14:06:02Z (PC) 

R 091211Z OCT 85 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
liFO RUEADWWIHSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/AHMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 091124Z OCT 85 
FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT Hl 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSCIHR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
ROEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//JS// 
RDEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 
BT 

PAGE 

CITE: 
. SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 60425 

I 3647 OCT 85. 
EZ2: 
SUBJECT: JCRC REPORT :85-0J44A, HE INTERVIEW OF VN REFUGEE 
CONSISTED OF TWO TEAMS WHICH WERE ORGANIZED INTO ZONES 
OR AREAS (KHU) WHICH WERE NORMALLY PHYSICALLY SEPARATED 
FROM ONE ANOTHER BY APPROXIMATELY THREE OR FOUR KILO-
METERS. THE CAMPS HAD A KITCHEN, A LATRINE, A REGULAR 
DETENTION AREA, A SPECIAL DETENTION AREA, A DISCIPLINARY 
FACILITY AND A LABOR AREA. COMMON INMATE LABOR AREAS 
VERE LIVESTOCK PENS, BLACKSMITH SHOP, FURNITURE AND 
CARPENTRY SHOP, SAW MILL AND CULTIVATION AREAS. WHEN­
EVER LABOR WAS PERFORMED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, INMATES WERE 
CONTROLLED BY ARMED GUARDS. ARMED GUARDS USUALLY NUM­
BERED APPROXIMATELY 50. THEY LIVED SEPARATELY IN A 
BARRACKS OUTSIDE THE CAMP AND WOULD HOLD MILITARY FOR­
MATIONS OUTSIDE THE GATE DURING THE HORNING HOURS WHEN 
REPORTING FOR DAILY DUTY. THE GUARDS WERE MILITARY· BUT 
WERE UNDER PSS CAMP CADRE CONTROL. WHEN ESCORTING IN­
MATES TO LABOR, NORMALLY ONE PSS CADRE WENT ALONG WITH 
THE INMATES AHD MILITARY GUARD. THE NUMBER OF PSS CADRE 
PER CAMP WAS ALSO APPROXIMATELY 50. THE DAILY INMATE 
SCHEDULE WAS LABOR FROM 0600 UNTIL 1030 DURING THE SUM­
MER (FROM 0630-1100 IN THE WINTER), TAKING A MID-DAY 
BREAK UNTIL 1330 OR 1400 AND RESUMING LABOR UNTIL 1730 

..... 

002C 
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II>URS. LIGHTS OOT WAS FROM 2100 ~IL 0500. THE FOL-
LOWING HOLIDAYS WERE OBSERVED IN THE CAMPS: 1 MAY, 2 
SEPTEMBER, BUDDHA'S BIRTHDAY, CHRISTMAS, AHD .VIETNAMESE 
lEV YEAR ( TET) • NO OTHER DAYS WERE GIVEN OFF AND LABOR 
VAS PERFORMED DAILY EXCEPT FOR THE ABOVE FIVE HOLIDAYS. 
SOURCE REVER SAW OR HEARD OF ANY FOREIGNER OR MIXED 
PARENTAGE PERSON HELD AT XUAH GIANG/PHU THO. SOURCE 
ALSO NEVER HEARD OF ANY FOREIGN DELEGATION VISITING 
THE CAMP. WHEN Tim XUAN GIANG CAMP MOVED TO HA GIANG 
(P), THE APPROXIMATE 80 COMMANDOS WERE NOT MOVED WITH 
THE. OTHER IRMA TES. 
4. SOURCE AND FELLOW INMATES WERE MOVED FROM XUAN 
GIANG/PHU THO TO THE NEW XUAN GIANGIHA GIANG CAMP LO­
CATED IN HA GIANG (P) IN 1965. SOURCE WAS HELD HERE 
UHTIL 1970. SOURCE NE11ER LEARNED THE EXACT LOCATION 
OF THE XUAH GIANG/HA GIANG C.f\MP BUT RECALLED IT WAS 
LOCATED DEEP IN THE FORESTED MOUNTAINOUS REGIONS OF BAC 
QUANG DISTRICT, HA GIANG (P). (NOTE: BAC QUANG DISTRICT 
SEAT. IS LOCATED VICINITY VK 8786). THIS CAMP WAS ALSO 
UHDER THE CONTROL OF THE MOl. MOST OF THE CADRE OF THIS 
CAMP WERE MOVED HERE WITH THE INMATES, INCLUDING MAJOR 
TUAN, THE CAMP WARDEN. AS ALL INMATES EXCEPT COMMANOOS 
WERE MOVED, THE INMATE COMPOSITION WAS THE SAME AS IN 
PARA 2 ABOVE. THE WORK SCHEDULE AND HOLIDAYS WERE THE 
SAME AS IN PHU THO (P). 
5. WHILE HELD IN XUAN GIAHGIHA GIANG, SOURCE 
RECALLED HEARING THAT IN THE DISCIPLINARY AREA OF THE 
CAMP WHICH WAS LOCATED AGAINST THE BACK FENCE (BACK 
FENCE BEING FARTHEST FROM THE MAIN GATE) APPROXIMATELY 
30 METERS FROM THE CORNER OF THE CAMP' TWO AMERICANS I ' 
VERE BEING HELD. SOURCE HEARD THE TWO WERE HELD THERE 
FOR TWO MONTHS ONLY, POSSIBLY IH 1969. SOURCE HEARD 
THE TWO HEN WERE TALL. SOURCE NEVER SAW THEM AND NO 
IHHA TE HE KNEW HAD EVER HAD CONTACT, VISUAL OR OTHER­
VISE, WITH THEM. SOURCE FELT THE TWO MUST HAVE BEEN 
HIDDEN BY THE CAMP OFFICIALS. NAMES OF ANY FORMER 
FELLOW INMATES WHO MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 
INFORMATION WERE UNKNOWN TO SOURCE. (JCRC NOTE: LATER 
DURING THE INTERV lEW, SOURCE CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN THE 
TWO AS THEY WERE GOING TO BATHE IN THE CORNER AREA OF 
THE CAMP APPROX 30 M AWAY FROM THEIR BUIGDING. HE 
STATED HE SAW TWO TALL PERSONS FROM THEIR REAR DRESSED 
IH BLUE PRISONER UNIFORMS AS THEY WALKED AWAY FROM THEIR 
BUILDING. HE STATED THEY APPEARED TO BE 1.8 METERS· TALL. 
SOURCE COULD HOT SEE THEIR FACES, AHD ONLY SPECULATED 
THEY WERE AMERICANS DUE TO THEIR HEIGHT AND THE FRCT 
THEY WERE HELD SEPARATELY. ) WHEN THE TWO ARRIVED OR . 
DEPARTED THE CAMP WAS UNKNOWN TO SOURCE. SOURCE REFUSED 
TO AT'l'EMPT TO DRAW A SKETCH OF THIS CAMP, STATING HIS 
MEMORY WAS SO POOR, HE WAS UNABLE. 
6. IN 1970, SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED FROM XUAH 
GIANGIHA GIANG TO PHONG QUANG IN LAO CAl (P) WHERE 

PAGE 002 
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...... 

HE REMAINED UNTIL HIS RELEASE ON 15 JULY 1977. SOURCE 
RECALLED BEING PLACED ON A TRAIN lRD TRAVELLING TO LAO 
CAI TOWN WHERE HE BOARDED A TRUCK AND RODE FOR THREE 
BT 
10425 
NHHN 
NHDD 
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KSGNO 21 (PCXX) •10/09/85* *09:07:58.3.8* 
ZCZC 14:06:02Z (PC) 

R 091211Z OCT 85 
Fit JCS WASHINGTON DC 
DIFO RUEADWWIHSC WASHINGTON DC 
ROEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RuEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 091124Z OCT 85 
FK JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK Til 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
IRFO RUHQHQAIUSCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW//­
RUEXJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-HIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC, 
RUEHKL/AMEMBASSY KUALA LUMPUR 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EHR/1 
BT 

CITE: 
EZ2: 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK <><>TH 60425<><> 
j 3647 OCT 85. 

SUBJECT: - JCRC REPORT .85-044A, REINTERV IEW OF VN REFUGEE 
HOURS BEFORE REACHING THE CAMP. SOURCE ONLY RECALLED 
THE CAMP BEING LOCATED IH A FORESTED MOUNTAINOUS AREA 
THREE HOURS' RIDE FROM LAO CAl TOWN, DIRECTION UNKNOWN. 
PHONG QUANG WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 
SECURITY AS WAS THE OTHER TWO CAMPS. SOURCE STATED 
t«:lST OF THE INMATES AT PHONG QUANG HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED .. __ ...... 
FROM QUYET TIEN, VINH TIEN, IUAH GIANG/HA GIANG, THANH 
CAM/THANH HOA, BAC THAI/THAI NGUYEN, AND HAM HA/NAM 

,J ~IHH. INMATES ALSO INCLUDED SOME COMMANDOS FROM SOUTH 
VIETNAM AND A NUMBER OF TAIWANESE AND LAOTIANS. SOURCE 
RECALLED THE FOLLOWING VIP INMATES: 
- FATHER CHINH, PRIEST, DECEASED.· 
- LUYEN (FULL NAME UNKNOWN), COMMANDO. 
- MARITINETTE, INDONESIAN, DECEASED. 
- NGUYEN HUU DO, CATHOLIC TEACHER, BEAT TO DEATH BY 
GUARDS. 
- VUONG DIEU DINH, LAOTIAN. 
- mu NGOC KHAM, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR. 
- NGUYEN CHI THIEN, LITERATURE PROFESSOR. 
- LE KHA, UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR, NOW RELEASED AND LIVING 
IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 
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- MICHEL TAN VAN, STUDENT CATHOLI~ PRIEST FROM HANOI, 
DECEASED. 
- a.EMENTE DAT, STUDENT CA'mOLIC PRIEST FROM HANOI, 
DECEASED. 
- BAC DAN, STUDENT CATHOLIC PRIEST, DECEASED. 
- FATHER VINH, A LEADING PRIEST FROM HANOI, DECEASED. 
- LE LIEN AND LE PHIEU, TWO BROTHERS WHO BELONGED TO THE 
PEOPLES' NATIONALIST PARTY OF VIETNAM. 
SOURCE RECALLED THE FOLLOWING COMMANDOS IN ADDITION 
TO THOsE REPORTED IN REF A: 
- THUY, NORTHERNER WHO MOVED SOUTH IN 19514, HELD IN 
SUBCAHP A, PHONG QUANG. 
- CAHH, NORTHERNER WHO MOVED SOUTH IN 19514, HELD IN 
SUBCAMP B, PHOHG QUANG. . 
- TIEP, CAPTURED IN HUE IN 1968. 
- THIEP, WAS SHOT AND KILLED lN PRISON. 
- LUU MA LUONG, ETHNIC CHINESE FROM THE SOUTH. 
SOURCE STATED PHONG QUANG HAD THREE SUBCAMPS, DESIGNATED 
A, B AND C. HE WAS HELD IN BOTH SUBCAMPS A AND B. 
HE RECALLED THAT IN 1972-1973, A CUBAN DELEGATION VISITED. 
THE CAMP (NFU. SOURCE STATED HE HAD NEVER MET OR HEARD 
OF A lv,4M.E (SEE DIA HSGS/$5& 011801Z AUG 85 
AND 121609Z AUG 85 AND JCRC-LNB KSG, DTG 110505Z SEP 
85). 
7. SOURCE PROVIDED NO FURTHER INFORMATION OOWCERNING 
HIS BROTHER EXCEPT THAT HE NOW HAS A NEW ADDRESS: SD 

~1> SOURCE 
HAD BEEN ISSUED THE FOLLOWING PRISONER NUMBER WHILE IN­
CARCERATED: ZT 1415. HE RETAINED THE NUMBER THROUGHOUT 
HIS INCARCERATION AND DOES HOT UNDERSTAND THE MAKEUP OF 
THE NUMBER (JCRC-LNB NOTE: WE NOTE THE LETTER Z WAS NOT 
REPORTED AS A COMMON FIRST LETTER IN DIA/VO-PW MSG, DTG 
201523Z MAY 85.) SOURCE'S MEMORY SKETCH OF XUAN GIANG/ 
PHU THO AND HIS INCOMPLETE SKETCH OF PHONG QUANG WILL BE 
FORWARDED SEPARATELY ALONG WITil PHOTO NEGATIVES OF SOURCE ... __ 

#0425 
NHNN 
NNDD 
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MSGHO 107 (PCXX) *05/23/85* *03:11:02.3.5* 
ZCZC 08:09:07Z (PC) 

R 2303~7Z MAY 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEI\MCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOL/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 230050Z MAY 85 

<> <><>FM CIA<><> 
TO RUEAIJU/NPIC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEHSE/SECRET SERVICE 
RUEHFB/FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
RUEADWW/NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL STAFF 
ZEN/CIA pFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHVAAA/CI~CPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
BT 
EZ1: 

<> COUNTRY: <><>VIETNAM<><> 

PAGE 

............. 

<> SUBJ: THE <><>BNV<><> TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN VINH.PHU 
PROVINCE, SRV 

OOI: NOVEMBER 1982 

ooo· 
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<> 
<> 
<> 

<> 

SOURCE: FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A_<><>VIETNAMESE<><> REFUGEE WHO WAS A 
FORMER FIRST LIEUTENANT=tN THE SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> 
ARMY. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION BELOW FROM -· 
PERSONAL EXPERIENCE AND OBSERVATION. SOURCE DEPARTED 
<><>VIETNAM<><> IN JANUARY 1985. 

TEXT: 1. THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (SRV) MINISTRY OF 
INTERIOR (BO NOI VU - <><>BNV<><>) TAN LAP RE-EDUCATION CAMP, LOCATED 
IN YEN LAP DISTRICT, VINH PHU PROVINCE, HELD POLITICAL 
PRISONERS WHO WERE FORMER SOUTH <><>VIETNAMESE<><> MILITARY AND 
GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. THE TAN LAP CAMP CONSISTED OF FIVE 
SUB-CAMPS (PHAN TRAI) DESIGNATED FROM K-1 TO K-5. AS OF 
MID-1982, POLITICAL PRISONERS HELD AT K-4 SUB-CAMP, TAN LAP 
CAMP, NUMBERED APPROXIMATELY 700 PERSONS. BY LATE 1982 ALL 
POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED TO OTHER CAMPS OR RELEASED 
FROM THE K-4 CAMP. IN EARLY OCTOBER 1982 PRISONERS CONVICTED 
OF SERIOUS CRIMES INCLUDING. MURDER, RAPE, AND SMUGGLING WERE 
PLACED IN K-4 CAMP • (FIELD COMMENT: ALTHOUGH K-1, K-2, K-3 
AND K-5 WERE ALSO IN THE TAN LAP CAMP, SOURCE WAS UNAWARE OF 
THE TYPE AND NUMBER OF PRISONERS IN THOSE CAMPS) • 

<> 2. THE TAN LAP CAMP WAS ORIGINALLY COMMANDED BY <><>BNV<><> 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL PHAM HUY ( (THUY)), WHO WAS REPLACED IN EARLY 

<> 1980 BY <><>BNV<><> MAJOR BUI VAN ((CHIEN)). 
3. THE FOLLOWING POLITICAL PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED 

FROM THE K-4 CAMP TO THE NAM HA RE-EDUCATION CAMP IN HA TAY 
PROVINCE IN NOVEMBER 1982: 

. A. PHAM VAN ( ( THINH) ) , BORN ABOUT 1940 IN NORTH 
<> .<><>VIETNAM<><>, FORMER ARMY OF <><>VIETNAM<><> (ARVN) MAJOR AND A MEDICAL 

DOCTOR ASSIGNED TO A MILITARY MEDICAL UNIT IN NHA TRANG. 
B. LE DINH ( (LUAN)), BORN ABOUT 1937 IN HUE, FORMER 

COLONEL AND COMMANDER OF THE FORMER MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 
101. (SOURCE COMMENT: LUAN'S WIFE AND CHILDREN ESCAPED FROM 

<> <><>VIETNAM<><> BY BOAT AND RESETTLED IN THE U.S.) 
C. NGUYEN VAN ( ( CHA.NH) ) , BORN ABOUT 1950 IN 

<> SOUTHERN <><>VIETNAM<><>, AN ARVN FIRST LIEUTENANT IN THE FORMER 
MILITARY INTELLIGENCE UNIT 101. 

BT 
#4645 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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CDSlf = NSS'473 
ll''7At t 

.t:.ZU2: 
R 268628Z OCT 82 
FM USDAO BANGKOK 

MCN = 82299/81.187 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC, 

TOR = 822998638 

INFO RUBQBPA/JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUBQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUMJNG/USDLO HONG KONG 
RUEAIIA/ 
llT 

EZ03: 
EZ04: 
CITE: 
SUBJ: REFUGEE 
EZ05: 

SECTION 81 OF 83 BANGKOK 56812 

3346 OCT 82. 
sc. 

REF: A. . SUBJ: 
ORGANIZATION ~D INMATES OF TAN LAP PRISON, VINB PHU PRO-
VINCE, FORMER DETENTION SITE FOR U.S. POW'S <NOT AVAIL-
ABLE TO JCRC-LNO>. 

B. DIA/DI-E2 MESSAGE, DTG 100043Z AUG 82. 
1. REF A TRANSMITTED HEARSAY INFO THAT UNSPECIFIED 
NllaH~H OF U.S. POW'S WERE DETAINED AT TAN LAP PRISON UP 
TO 1973 <NFI>. REF B WAS DIA REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW OF 
REFUGEE ....3 t, WHO SUPPLIED SOME .. OF THE INFO REPORTED 
IN REF A. 
2. REFUGEE .5"v , BOAT S D WAS INTERVIEWED 
AT ~0 ON 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 
THE FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS POSED IN REF B: 
A. PHU THO PRISON 1964-65; LOCATED AT SONG TBAO <D> 
VINH .t'HU <FORMERLY PHU THO>< P). NAME CHANGED TO TAN .LAP 
IN 1966, WAS FORMERLY A PRISON FOR NORTHERN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS < CHINH TRI PRAM>. FROM 64-65, HELD APPROX 120 
COI1MANDOS <BIET KICH>. AFTER COMMUNIST TAKEOVER IN 1975, 
WAs USED FOR DETENTION OF APPROX 3000 FORMER ARVN WHO ~~ 
HELD IN AREAS 4, 5, 6, AND 7. CO WAS PUBLIC SECURITY MAJOR 
<CONG Alf-BNV> CAO TBUY. WHEN NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP, AN 
ADDITIONAL SECTION CONSISTED OF AREAS 
<KHU> 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, AND 7 <6 WAS CLOSED>. SONG THAO 
DISTRICr TOWN ·IS 3 OR 4 KM FROM CLOSEST SECTION ANI> APPROX 
10 KM FROM FARTHEST SECT I ON OF CAMP. 

B. QUYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT QT FROM JULY 65 UNTIL 
FEB 71 AND AGAIN FROM APPROX AUG 73 UNTIL JAN 76. SOURCE 
STATED THAT LETTERS OVER ENTRANCE GATE ( TCTUT> STOOD FOR 
TRAI CAO TAO QUYET TIEN AND NUMBERS 1964 WERE FOR THE YEAR 
1964. SOURCE HEARD (FROM FELLOW INMATE NGUYEN HUU DANG, 
CHAIRMAN OF DAI VIET PARTY> THAT THE CAMP HAD BEGUN CON­
STRUCTION SINCE 1961 BUT THAT THE MASONRY WALL AND ENTRANCE 
GATE WERE FINALLY COMPLETED IN 1964, THUS THE YEAR 1964 
ABOVE THE GATE. THE GATE WAS CALLED CONG TROI <GATE TO 
HEAVEN>. AFTER DEMONSTRATING THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR Wim THE 
LAYOUT, SOURCE WAS SHOWN AN ACCURATE SKETCH OF QT RE-ED CAMP 
<WITHOUT NOTATIONS> AND BE INDICATED THE FOLLOWING, BASED 
UPON HIS MEMORY. AREA •K• ON SKETCH Wfl.S CALLED AREA •A• 
AND HELD ONLY POLITICAL PRISONERS. AREA 11 A 11 ON SKETCH WAS 
CALLED AREA • F • AND HELD RVN COMMANDOS. . SOURCE SAID THAT 
THE BUILDING ON SKETCH INDICATING AREA •K SVN COMMANDOS 
CAPTURED 1968 AND LATER•WAS ACTUALLY THE DISPENSARY FOR 
AREA 11 A • (AREA •K• ON SKETCH) • SOURCE SAID THAT A THATCHED 
ROOF CONFERENCE HALL Wim AIR VENTS AT THE EAVES WAS 
STARTED IN LATE 1974 AND COMPLETED IN MID 1975 <AROUND THE 
TIME OF LIBERATION). THE CONFERENCE BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCT-
ED I lt THE OPEN AREA TO THE REAR OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE 

. ~ .SOURCE SAID THAT THE AREA AT THE REAR OF CAMP SHOWN 

.. ~ ...... . 
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AS •lt"'RJC AREA • 01\ .kETCH WAS A SEWING AREA WERE Pll. CUT 
SECTIONS OF CLOTH l''ROH TBE BA GIANG COOPERATIVE WERE· 
BROUGHT FOR FINAL SEWING. EACH INI'fATE BAD A QUOTA OF ·4-3 
SETS :rEI\ DAY. THOSE WHO DID NOT MEET -QUOTA lwERE PLACED IN 
DISCIPLINARY CELL WITH LESS OR KO RATIONS. <SOURCE'S 
DEPICTION OF DISC I PL I NARY AREA PIA TCIIF.S--SKETCB PROVIDED BY 
DIA. > SOURCE SAID THAT lfORK AREA ON SKETCH DEPICTED AS 
•woRK AREA FOR SVN COMMANDOS CAPTURED 68 AND LATER• WAS A 
LUMBER lULLING AREA FOR BOAT OPERATORS AND FROGMEN 
CAPTURED FROM 65 TO 68. SOURCE STATED THAT THERE WERE 
NUMEROUS DEATHS DUE TO EXHAUSTION AND MALNU'm.ITION IN THAT 
AREA. SOURCE WAS NOT PLACED IN AREA •o•, SHOWN AS •DEAm 
ROW• ON DIA SKETCH, UNTIL HIS SECOND TOUR AT QT. SOURCE 
STATED THAT DURING INITIAL TOUR AT QT WBEBEVER ANYONE 
ENTERED OR DEPARTED AREA •o•, ALL INMATES HELD WITH SOURCE 
<AREA • A • ON D lA SKETCH> WERE REQUIRED TO SIT DOWN ON THE 
FLOOR AFTER A CADRE PLACED BLAI'fKETS OVER THE WINDOWS TO 
PREVENT OBSERVATION OF AREA •o•. .SOURCE STATED THAT AREA 
-•o• WAS EMPTY AS OF 1971. AFTER·1'BE SIGNING OF THE PARIS 
AGREEMEifls SOURCE WAS RETURNED TO Q.T AND PLACED IN AREA •o• 
FOR TWO YEARS. <SOURCE SPECULATED THAT BE WAS RETURNED 
SINCE THE DRV DID NOT CONSIDER HIM AS BEING ELIGIBLE FOR 
REPATRIATION ALONG WITH REGULAR ARVN TROOPS BECAUSE OF HIS 
PREVIOUS •sPECIAL OPERATIONS• INVOLVEMENT.) WHILE HELD IN 
AREA •o• SOURCE WAS R£QUIRED TO INFORM THE GUARD TOWER EACH 
TIME BE MOVED AROUND THE AREA INCLUDING EACH TIME BE WENT 
TO THE LATRINE. SOURCE OBSERVED A SMALL WORK AREA IN AREA 
•o • liHICH BAD BEEN USED PREVIOUSLY AS A MILLING ROOM FOR 
SAWING TIMBER BUT SOURCE DID NOT WORK THERE. DURING SOURCE' 
PERIOD OF DETENTION HE AND OTHER INMATES WERE MOVED 
THROUGH A DOOR IN THE WALL BETWEEN AREA •o • AND THE WORK 
BT 
EZ06: 

#6812 

NNNN 
EZ07: 

(M) 

DC 
TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 

,._, 

1 

.. ~ ....... . 

---·- ---------- --·· ---~-----·· ··----·-- ... -. ., ...... ----· -- ---. ·--.. -·---···- ·------....r--• 

--~ 

c..;: 
!.r.~: 

I 



.:. 



'--· 

I I I I I I I 1i 1,1 I I~ 0 

ROCCA 

JOINT STAFF 
INFO SERVI~ CENTER 

JN£ . lYlN II'UEH8KAS387 2491000 
0610001 sc:~ 89 

f USDAC. BANGKCt TH//:JW-MJA/1 
Tt OJA W~~JNGTCN OC//?W-MJA/DAH. 

;AN~KCK TH//:JW- ~5387 

SUBJECT: STOO 1JEACH BICGnA~JC n£?C-;T 
·liE: 

NAME: sc.:. 
2. D?CB: -> P. 
3. CJTJZENSHJ?/ETHNJC G~:~: VIET. 

4. SEX: ;MALE. 
c. 

5. iiEllGJCN: BUDOtHST. 

6. BC.AT/nEFUG££ NUHBE~: r "'~ 
7. CU~iiENT AODnESS: J l_) 

F- :.~;;[VJC.US ADOi\ESSES: ~D 

9. EDUCATJC'NAL tHSTC-i\Y: 'BS BUSJtJESS/ECCNCMlCS, 
s:D 

10. HlLITA;;y SEiiVlCf/fM:Jtr.YMFNT HT~Tr.;;y. 

11. ~f-EOUCATICN CAM:J/?iiJSCN CHn~C.LCGY: 
750525 - 760626 XA MINH MANG SCHCCL, SAIGC-tJ 
750526 - 760515 TAY NJNr. :.~r.JSCN (TnANG LCN) -. 
760515 - 770323 AN DUCNG CENTEn, BIEN h'C-A ·-
770528 - 771027 T3L3 HC-AN~ LIEN SCN, YEN BAI ··-·\ 
771027 - 780614 CAM~ 1, LAC- CAl --- . 
780516- 800117 TAN LA~. VJNn ?h'U , .. 
800117 - 820515 THANH LAM. THANH HCA 
820512 - 830212 Z30C HAM TAN, THUAN HAI.·-

12. n[LATIVES: 

;;£lATIC11 t:AH[ 
WIFE 
sew 
OAUGHTH 

OCB ADOi\ESS 

SD 
13. AFFJLIATICN lrliTH i'ESISTANC£ Gn'C-U?S: N/A. 

1~. CCMHEilTS: 

A. SCUnCE ?~'C-VIDED JNFC-n~ATICN CCNTAIN£0 IN lin 6 
024 0400 89. 

15 O~T£/~LACE CF O[B~JEF/NUMBEn CF OEB~JEFEii: 

SD 
(lo!) 

MCN=89249/03100 TOR=89249/0958Z TA0=89249/0959Z 

~~.:. 

. -· ...... 

CDSN=M!t.576 
-~---..: 



\ 
i 

\ 

l 

OJCS lNFORM~TION 
SERVICE CENTFR 

ROCTINE ZYU'J RUEHBKA9559 3331116 1~ 

R za 11141 t.'OV 58 
f~ USGAO 6~NGKOK TH//PV-HIA// 
TO Olh ~ASHINGTOU DC//VO-PW/OAH, 

~ BANGKOK TH//PW- 59559 

SUE~~CT: ~TONY BEACH BlOGRAPHJC REPORT 

1. 

z. 
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REPORT ON V IETNAMESE-.RE-EDUCAT ION CAMP 

THANH ?HONG (lh~, Hoc( (Y.) 
A total of 2 Vietnamese refugees reported having been 

incarcerated in a re-education camp at Thanh Phong. Of these, both 
reported they had been incarcerated in .1980. Recent information 
indicates this camp continues to hold prisoners. (DOI: Decemb~r ·8, 
l98Ql. . -- Reports of refugees held in the camp do not provide an overall 
estimate of the number of prisoners in camp, though prisoner~ 
estimate their individual subcamp populations at 800 and 900, 
(Subcamp "K-2"). 

· The camp is located in the District of· Tha~h Phong in Thanh Hoa f 
Province, approximately 80 kms northwest· of Thanh Hoa town. 1 

Description of the camp, based on accounts of refugees who were 
prisoners in the camp, follows: 

' 
Physical Description: One prisoner described "K-2" subcamp as 
surrounded by two lines.of barbed wire. Buildings in the subcamp; 
have bamboo frames and tin roofs. There are common latrines. 
Drinking water is taken from a stream and is described as very dirty. 

Categories of P~isoners: One pris~ner describes the camp population 
as "all political - no criminals." A second prisoner lists the 
following.as comprising the prisoner population: government 
officials, police, senators, representatives, journalists, 
protestant pastors, catholic priests, political party members and 
m i 1 it a ry officers.· 

Identification of Camp Officials: Both prisoners identffy Public 
Security Major Nguyen Huu Thuy as Camp Commander and Pre-Captain Yu 
Bay as "K-2" subcamp commander. 

Conditions at Camp: There is one snall dispensary without equipment 
or medicines at subcamp uK-2". Deaths in camp are attributed to 
malnutrition, suicide, overwork and untreated diseases. prisoners 
work eight hours per day including farm work, cutting wood and 
collecting fire wood. 

Reports of Inhumane Treatment: Guards placed prisoners in stocks 
for offense such as requesting treatment ass prisoners of war under 
the Geneva convention. LTC Nguyen Khack Ky, formerly chief of 
military security service of'Tay Ninh Province requested POW 
treatment under the Geneva convention and was punished by being 
placed in stocks in an isolation cell. Pham Yan Thinh, a military 
doctor holding the ranking of major in the Vietnamese Air Force 
(ARYN), was suspected of having secret contacts with other 

.... 

.Prisoners. He was placed in stocks in a "dark cell." Guards single 
out certain categories of prisoners for harsher treatment. These 

- .include: intelligence informants, G-2's, pheonix program personnel, 
political warfare personnel, rural d~elopment cadre, and military 
chaplains. 

.·~ 
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International Vislts to Camp: There were no Red Cross, Amnesty 
internationa~ or other international organization visits to the camp 
known to sources. -

Prisoner Contact with Family: One prisoner reports that his family 
was allowed to visit him three times over an 18 month period with 
each visit lasting from 30-45 minutes. Authorities permit .. p.risoners 
to receive food and medicines, tea, coffee, cigarette lighters, 
fishing string and hooks and "other items." 

conditions for Release: Authorities release prisoners if the 
prisoners are in ill health. 

Other Remarks: Authorities require prisoners to change sleeping 
rooms and work sites frequently so as to limit communications and 
cont~r.ts from developing among the prison population. One_ prisoner 
identified several political prisoners by name and noted that there 
are about 30 Catholic priests held as prisoners in the camp. 
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~·- · LIAISON OFFICE _ . 
·· AMERICAN EMBASSY 
APO SAN FRANCISgO 96346 

19 March 1985 

FROM: JCRC-LNB 
SUBJ: Letter of Transmittal, Letter and Translation 

on the Lam Son Re-education Camp, by Refugee 
Sc..-

TO: Commander, JCRC 

1. · The inclosed letter was written by Vietnamese. refugee 
4J (..... , from ~ Indonesia 

and provides information of--the Thanh Phong and Lam 
Son Re-education camps. 

.. 

2. ~v also provided information reported in 
JCRC message, DTG 1906412 Feb 85 and JCRC Report 

84-073. 

Inclosures (2) 
1. Letter written by -6 v 
2. Translation 

Cy to: 
~A Washington DC, 
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BEGIN TRANSLATIO~ 

Galang, 27 Jan 1985 

Dear Sir: 

The following are additional details which you requested: 
I. 'My tim~ in camps in Northern Vietnam: 

A g~pup of transport vessels were docked and ready.at 
the Tra~oc·port (Can Tho). From the Chi Lang Detention 
Camp of TriTon District, (ChaU Doc)· we were transported by 
truck and loaded into the ship's hold .. The ship.was small 
·and we were numerous, and were.packed in like sardines. 
After five days travel, we arrived at the port at Vinh, where 
we· were loaded aboard a train into cattle cars. 

Twenty four hours later, we arrived at Yen Bai. We off­
loaded the train and walked to the ferry, crossed the ferry, 
and a group of waiting trucks took us to Camp F. This camp 
was locat~d 20 KM from Yen Bai on the road to Nghia Lo and Lai 
Chau (towards the Vietnamese/Chin~se border). 

Here, all inmates were ex-RVN and were under the control 
of the Communist Dept of Defense. Camp 7 was directly sub­
ordinate to Gp 776, which was a division-level unit. Each 
camp had from 200 to 250 inmates. Each camp had a headquarters 
section and a platoon of troops who guarded and controlled 
the inmates. · 

Four months later, we were transferred to Camp #8, one 
k~lometer away. Labor duties for inmates were forest clearing 
and chopping down trees in order to plant sweet potatoes and 
manioc and to build additional living quarters for inmates. 
Labor was performed eight hours per day, while at night we 
had to reflect on the day's work to determine deficiencies 

=and engage in constructive criticism to improve our daily 
labor results. Our hours of •:re.f'lectton" were from 7 to 9 
and s6metimes extended up to midnight. 

':-:"-" 

One year later, we were Jtransfer :·ed to Camp # 10, appro-
ximately three KM away. Our daily nc.\edule here was ·similar 

·to the schedule at the·· other camps. 

) 
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One day ~ctober 1978,_," we wer_e unexpectedly trans­
ferred by .vehicles to Yen Bai~ There we boarded a train 
and travelled south. We arrived -in=-Thanh Hoa, off-loaded 
from the train and went by trucks directly to the Lam Son 
Camp, approximately 60 KM south of Thanh Hoa. 

Here we were transferred from the custody of the 
defense department to the custody of the Ministry of the 
Interio~_and the Public Security Cadre who exercised direct 
supervision over us. 

II. At Uam· Son Camp (Camp #5),- commanded by Major Do Nam 
th~re·were four su~ camps: 

Camp A: 
Camp B: 
Camp C: 

Camp D: 

held common criminal female offenders 
held common criminal youth offenders 
held RVN Central government administra­
tion officials 
held RVN military members from the 
grades of captain to LTC 

Each camp had a sub camp commander. As far as bther 
camps, I do not recall~ but the commander of Camp D was 
Sr Lt Due, and some of his cadre included: 

lLT Khoa - Education Cadre _ 
2LT Bac .- Education Cadre 
2LT Thien· (female) - Medicil Cadre 
2LT Cong - Team Leader of Team 12 
Cadre Huyen - Team Leader of Team 6 
Cadre Vien - Team Leader of Team 13 and the Dispensary 
Cadre To - Team Leader of the mess facility 

and many other 6adre whose names I do not know. ~ 

During the time at Lam Son Camp, a number of inmates from 
other areas were suddenly transferred to Lam Son. What 
makes this point worthy of attention is that these new in­
mates were those who had been captured from 1963 and were 
transferred after us. They were troops of the RVN Special 
Forces. They had been held in many places and were suddenly 
transferred to Lam Son, because at that time (end of 1978), 
the situation on the V~etnamese/Chinese border was very tense. 
We asked.them from where did they come~ arid they told us they 
had come from Phon~Quang Camp (North Vietnam). 

; .. ""' .. 

There were approximately 80 of the Special Forces 
Troops. Among these,-I remember Mai Anh, who lives near 
the Tang Cha Ca Church (Saigon), Kien· (address unknown), 
and about 80 others who are in dirferent camps. The majority 
of them were NCOs and of~icers, 2LT being the highest rank . 

..... ~-·-
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- - -~ __./. ---,..---However, there was one lLT, a boat -._pilot for Special Forces 
who had lived in North Vietnam. I don't recall his name. 
This boat pilot had droppeq off·-pe&ple into North Vietnam 
11 times and was captured on his twelfth mission. 

Also confined with these people were a number of 
Chinese of different categories: 

1. Chinese .listed by the Communists as spies, 
2. Border area Chinese captured when China 

attacked North Vietnam, 
3: .and a number of Chinese, Nung, Tay, Muong, and 

Man considered by the Communists to be detrimental 
to ·the communist system. 

Element I: Trieu Chi Kien aka Frank Chao, Nhiep Dong Hien, 
Taiwanese Major, Dinh (family name unknown) Taiwanese Major, 
Au Quang Nhut, Taiwanese 2LT, Au Trach Nhien, a spy for 
China, etc. 

Element II: A number of Chinese of the Vietnamese/Chinese 
border area who were forced into re-education as a result of 
being accused of opening the China avenue of attack causing 
the Vietnamese troops to not retreat in time. The people were 
captured soon after the Chinese retreat, capturing anyone, 
guilty or innocent and forcing them into re-education. 

Element III: These inmates were also considered dangerous 
elements to communism and were.· captured as a "better safe 
than s·orry" measure. 

III. Inmate Activities in Lam Son 

All inmates were forced to perform labor eight hours per day. 

- Collect rocks and break rocks 
- Build roadbeds 
- Bake lime in a lime-pit 

Plant sweet potatoes and manioc 
- Carpentry 
- Welding 
- Plant vegetables 

IV. Sketch of LaiiL-- Son Camp 

- see original -

V. Reasons for My Release 

I am afflicted with a serious heart disorder. When I 
was still ~n Yen ~a~, my affliction became serious. Because 

- 3 -
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twice at Camp #10. After that, when moved to Lam Son·, I 
lost consciousness and had to be carried to the dispensary, 
w~ere it took them four hours to revive me. That's when 
it started, and it lasted into the spring: I died and 
came back to life many times. After that, the communists 
allowed me to stay in the dispensary and I didn't· have to 
go out f.or labor .. 

A medical file was established on me by Medical Cadre 
Nguyen Thi.Thu Thien (a master sergeant at that time), and 
one day at the end of 1979, a medical delegation of "Central" 
(Trung Vung) for a general exam of inmates and especially 
to examine the seriously ill such as myself. 

After the examination, three inmates were considered 
to be ·seriously ill: 

1. · Hua Van Be, suffered from diabetes with complica-_ 
tions: a generalized vascular disorder. 

2. Nguyen Van Minh, suffered from irregular heart 
beat and often lost consciousness. 

3. Nguyen Van Kich, me, who suffers from a weak 
heai:t valve. 

Be and Minh were released before me, at the end of 1979, after 
the Central Medical Delegation had come for examinations. 

Be currently lives at 233 Truong Tan Buu St, Tan Binh 
District, HCMC. Minh returned to live in Binh Thuy Ward 
(house number unrecalled), Can Tho City, Hau Giang Province. 

Naturally, the communists released me because: 

- I could not work for them, 
- They could not treat my illness, 
- Continual confinement would have only brought 

me death. 

After my release and_ return hom~, I was uhder surveillance 
for an additional _y...ear before achi0,, 1 hg freedom. 

I wish to relate some additional· in'i :>rmation. From ·Thanh Hoa 
to the Lam Son Camp, nne must cross the Kieu Ferry. Thanh Hoa 
has many detention camps: 

- Lam Son 
Thanh Cam ,_ 

- Tharih Phong: stc. 

i 
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The Thanh Pho~amp was newly established in 1979. It's 
logical the camp would be thereby named, having been taken 
from the name of the old Phong Q~aag Camp. Located within 
Thanh Hoa Province, the first name Thanh was taken and com­
bined to make Thanh Phong from Phong Quang. 

·. 
A number of Special Forces·troops and a number of 

Chinese from Lam Son were brought here. This camp is south 
of Lam Son, approximately 80 KM. 

Thanh Hoa has many districts, all of which I do not 
know. I only know the following districts: 

- Trieu Phong 
- Trieu Yen 
- Tien Lu 
- Cam Thuy, etc. 

I'm not sure in which district the Thanh Phong Camp 
lies. 

The situation of Mr. Trieu Chi Kien, aka Frank Chao, 
I have already related to you. If you need more details, 
please contact me. 

I hope the above details will help you to understand 
the Lam Son Camp, and especially the situation of Mr. Trieu 
Chi Kien, aka Frank Chao and the other Chinese who are held 
in Thanh Phong Camp. 

sc 

END TRANSLATION 

. ./ 

- 5 -
; 



~ 

LJ (). 180A3S NOV 87 
VZCZ'CPKI * , 
~~R ,1WEUCS RUEADWW 'RUEICJCS RUFKJCS JWHQHQA 1HJFAI I A 
RUHQBPA RUIHKL RUEHML RUF.BGP RUEHHK 
mr• JHTrHRt 1110:32101 :322 •• 

P. t8ee~8Z NOV e? · 
FH USDAO !AWGKOK ~HIIPW-MIAII 
TO RUEKJCS I DIA WASHINGTON DCIIVO-PWIDAMII 
IN!O RUtADWW·/ WHITEHOUSE WAS~DCIINSCIMR CRitnRESSII 
RUErJCS I SECDEF ~ASHDC/IOASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUIKJCS I.JCS WASHDCI/J5/0JCS-PW-MIAI/ 
EUHQ~OA / USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J2:33/J3/J3SI/ 
P.UEAIIA./ CIA WASHDC. 
RUPOBPA / CDR JCRC BARBERS PT RI 

:., RUEHKL / USDAO KUALA LUHPUP. 
. RUEHML I USDAO MANILA RP 

RUf.HGP I USDAO SINGAPORF 
~UEHHK / USDLO HO~G rONG 

' ., ·;/l' . 

, . ..., 

CHRGE: DAO 11/18/87 
APPRV: DAO:VDF.LtTS 
DRFTD: DAO:RLRfffNl~:R~J 

AR: DAO:NOtiP. 
PISTP.: CHP.ON DA06 ~MP. 

DC"12 POT. !'A 
DATT/TT..O JCRC 

OP.GIN: Or.ll· 1~ 

, .. 

SECTION 01 OF 02 BANG~OK TH//P~- 51~~? 

THIS IS A STONY !fACH MISSAGf. 

SERIAL: 

.·~:4 ,,_ I' 

COUNTRY: 

SU:BJf.CT: 

WARNING: 

-
0,_: 

DOl: 

IIR 6 024 0091 88. 

o~l' 
.VIETNAM {VH). 

I l.~-~.-~,no0~_-4·~~w~aat'l'aAN~i: i.!M_.·J_TH.ANH LAAM) 
:RE;IDUCAIION . AMP;:~ ,· ·,·. ·· ····· ·· 
;;-·~~·· ,.,wi... . . ,..........__~J.I'::..... .. .. ~. 

THIS IS AN INFO REPORT. NO~ fiNALLY 
EVALUATED INTF.tLIGENCE. 

DEPARTMENT Of DEFTNSE 

8?.~0~0. 

SOURCE: c::Sc.,... SOTJRC r 1 S A FOR!'lfR SOU"'P 

. I 

I 

j'· VIETNAMESE COMPANY COMMANDEF 01 THE Tf!TfN DfJC SECTOr. 2 
CORPS ~HO WAs· INCARCERATED A~.THt THANH L~M Rt-EDUCA~IO~ 
CAMP FROM 19P0 UNTIL 1982. RELIABILITY OF SOIJRCE PAS NO'l' 
BEEN ESTABLISHED. ~ t 

LJ 

. ~· j l 
,JL 

·· .. ·.·, ._:;:·· 
----;,..__ ~ L ~. -·~-· ... ·-~ 

•• I •.. r 

. ·--::-;·-.>~:-::: ~ ·-~·:t··, 

1e 0838 ~1 0V 8? 

...... 
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tJ 1P.0e3e ~ov 87 

SUt-~MAFY: TillS IS A S'I'O~'t PEAr.H REPOR'!'. IT PP.O-
i VIDES LIMITED INFORMATION COMCFR"ING THE OR~A~l~ATION A~D 
I PHYSICAL CHARACTEPISTIC~ OF THE TH,NP LA~·RI-EDUCA~IO~ i I 
I CAMF NEAR THANP. HOA (THANH ROAs). so!mc~ flAS No .·· , I 
JCNO~'LIDGE 0!' ANY AMERICANS IN/AROUND SUP.J~CT CAMP. --~ ., (.t~·y 
~NCLOSURES. . : I l. 
TEXT: 1. GihGR~PHY: TqE THANH L~M RE-lnU-
CATION CAMP rA~ IN THANH HOA ~ROVINCE ABOUT 20 KILO~F.'l'ER~ .,...r} )\rl1\.. · 
EAST OF THF. LAOT~AN BORDER ON A JUNGL~ ROAD. ·, L / 

2. ORGANIZATION: THE ~HANH LAM nE-EDUCATION (l/ 
AND WAS COMMANDID BY A PUBLIC SECDRltY S~PVICt (PSS) . 
Cl\ MP 'O.S UN Df.R THE CONTROL OF THE MJ N 1 STRY 0 F INTER! OR Ll I 

CAPTAIN WHO'S NAME HAS ~Er.~ FORGOTTEN BY SOURCE. THE 
DEPUtY COMMANDFR WAS ALSO A CAPTAIN A~D FI~ ~A~! W~S 
HOI {HOOIJ). TBER! ~ERE ABOUT 1~V. PS~ PFfSONNtL ASSJGNF.n 
TO THE THANA LAM CAMP R~SPONSIBL~ FOR OV~R TWO T~OUS~Nr 
INMA'rCS. THF. CATF.GORIES OF PPISOt.'ERS \'ER~ AS FOLLO'A'S: 

CRIMINA 1.5 1,501" 

POLITICAL PRISONERS 400 

PP.E-75 COMMU!DOS 230 

. ~ ·, 

! F. E P 0 I.I T I C A L P R I S 0 N E R S C 0 N ~ 1 S T F D 0 F ! 0 R MER A P. V;tl "' I L 1 ':!'A R Y 
0FFICtRS, POLICE AND PUBLIC O~FICIAL~ AND WFRf CO~FJNED 
IN A SEPARATF AREA CALLED AREA 'z'. ~uE COMMANDOS.W~RE 
HELD IN A StPARAT! COMPOUND OUTSTDf T~t MAl~ CAMP AREA. 
ARFA '1' ~AS ADJACENT TO T~O ADJOINING COHFINF~~NT AREAS 
~HERE THE CRIMINAL INMATJS ~fRE H!LD. ~CURCE ¥AS NOT 
AWARE OF TH! INT!P~AL ORGANIZATIO~ ANn DIVISIONS AMONG 
THE CRIMINAL PRISONERS BUT S'I'ATfD THAT ~flE POLI11CAL 
PRISONFRS WlRt DIVIDED INTO UNIT!' (nOO!J) AND TfAMS 
(TOOR) WHICH WER! TASK-O~GA~IZED TO FACILJTAT~ WOAK 
~ETAIIS. TH~RE WAS ONE SPECIAL UNI~ WHtCH ASSISTt~ T~E 
CADRl IN INTERNAL CAMP MANAGfMfNT. THAT UNIT WAS RESPONSI­
BLF FOR DIVIDING UP RATIONS AND INSURING THAT HEALTH A~D .. • 
~F.LFARf MATTF.RS OF THE RFST Of THF. IN~AT~S ~~~E.OBSERVrn: 
THF UNIT LEAD~? REPORTED Dl~ECTL1 TO THF CADRE .. T~E UNITS 
CONSI~TED Of ABOUT 4~-5e IN~A~IS. 

. LJ l_P.0P3B ~~ ov e7 
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·FROM: 
. TO: 

JCRC-LNB 
Commander,_ JCRC 

·_,·. 

. ;:··.-. 

·.·:···Ref:. RPT ~84-139 
22 January'1985 

.· ..... 

SUBJ: Re-ed Camp Sketches 

Source: 
a. 
b. 
c. 
d. 
·e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 

Name: ~. 

DOB: November 1932 
POB: ~ 

Former position: Cpl, Special Forces, 
Present location: $..2::> · 
Identification data: -~ 
DOI: 1963-1980 
Date of interview:- 14 December 1984 

, Ha Tinh (P) 
Service Number ~ 

Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 

. -

Source, a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 
provided information concerning the prison/re-education camp system. 

Information:·· 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at Quyet Tien Prison 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 untll November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was held 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-education-he did not obserVe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visit any camps where Source was held. 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source was 
u~able to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held inside for 
four months and did ~ot see the outside of the prison. 

Inclosures (3) 
1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 
2. Sketch of Lao Cai 
3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 

.. 

.. :· .. : : .. :~ .. ~ ·3-'~-~. 
~ .; .. ;~.~;>:_-~r--~~-;.· · .. ~- .· 
. ·: .. ··.-~·:. ···. 

..... 



.. ' •' 

j I 

.. ~ .. 
•'. 

· .... ····/. 

. ~~~.: . . . ~ 

. . 

-. 

. . .. ~ ~·. 
; i 

I: . j .. :·_.._; 

. ·,_· 

.: .·.: 

z 
4 . , 

. :;;.:, 
; . 

.'·· . 

..... 

, ..... I 

~-~-~- .... 
.. 



~::. 

~ 0... . 
\ '-..) 

u -· --

~-
-~ 

~ 

(_ 
- . ~ 

... · ~~-· 
---.....:_·,;--~,. 

~ 
\ 

1., • .,;: 
1 

. . . . · 

,: .. .. · . 



. . . :: ... 
. · . .'; 

•· i ' ,C j,~it;:.:; -. . . 

1\tli~~:;·;, .\.. : ·. 
··. :. 

~.-· , 
. / . -. 

··. ·-­
-~ ... 

~­

/,·'· . 
r .:·.· 



'-
' -

,--

;:-
;--



;..:. 

'JUJVGC±-

-:l)C. ~P£oi.+r.. ~ORc.e-g . .!.o.w. -Avf{£4 

=FCJOT tMLL 

'YAJU) 

0. 
~ 

-~ 
~ 

' ~· ~ s 
0 
> 

·····-···--·~ 

:$1\SIR..""'"NCE 

j s~e-9- DI9G. o;::F, j DUTY OFF. 

r-:--------l~~(,.. ~uP ~1.-GCTACNic,.. 

12$] 
0 

~ 
~-

'!... 

YAR.O ~ 
(i• 
~ 

0 

I vc.ICAM44f"AD~""''+A-I 

j VC.TROOPgGwa-/ { ___ _ 

ll} 
~ 

:s 
() 

s 
~ 

r 1 r _ ___. 

-· Pow. =f".J(Mit-i-eg 
~eaePrloN 
-Ho~o~~ 

<:;:· 

C0h1/fft!NIJ'T R"t..tR t 
VC. Ct4MP CO~Mrl#t?CI{Y 1/.ST. 

- ' - A./S'i. 

t/C l'J!OOI'J'1- c11/111!.~ .' ~!JOtiT 



~ . ···--····-···· ................. ·······-----

L-IT >1~ IVIHl "#v~t41"f111S ~~11CTI/1.JVI../.t.J.I.Il7 1/glfvVdh'.lJ~ t? .Lr, . . . 
J0-1+- fV.J.&/1 t-YVI+c:l : -f~~ ,· .1. ff-tr~S'.IS.~ 

-I+N-VO V't7 0 J, I. ~iYv : A J'~.i. .TctJ .9J' 1S; 

( lVII i1/) -i/01/- /1./V-JI.fl~ I NJL7()!1/V .L":, 111-11-7 /IN-VII~,, cfh'-;t:J ( 
/ 

L-----JI I I .y:-~...J_ ( ., lf-t+) 

L--------11 i·-9q1!3 5'd00'1:11. "OA I 

,..--;---..,. - I 



"--. 

t 
Al':ALYSIS 1\1E1\10RA~DJ.J1\1 
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-03-52312-82 

TO: DI-7C DATE: 5 March 1982 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: I . ·"" 
'Ffrlanh L~m'/~•anlo 

1. REF£RENCE/REQUIREME~T: 

2. INSTALLATION INFORMATION: 

I. E. NO.: 

DATA: 

( COLLATERAL REFERENCE: 
None 

ANAL YSIS..'COMM[NTS. 

t 

\... r 
Ppr'f9 Reeducation Camps, NVN 

COUNTRY: VM 

GH Coorda: Map/Chart Ref: 
VIC 19~36-55N/105-20-20E See Paragraph 6 
UTM: 48Q VIC WG 355688 

a. This report satisfies· the reference requirement. 

TDI C.t: 

c. There are several sets of structures in this area which may be associated 
facilities, however they exhibit none of the signatures of detention 
facilities. 

c. ::' ~ .? , "! L.'. '• , • ' ."- ""' 7 ~ ~ ,. : ~ r. - .. - ... • :: •. .. . . . • • • .- . : 

n·c J-ll C· 
JOG (G) Series 1501 NE ~S-3 
USATC Series 200 0617-3 
USAMS Series L7014 6046 II 

hrt : o': car" 

.. 



~ . . 

7. QUALITY FEEDBACK REQUEST: 

8. 

In order to provide you more timely, accurate, and complete reports we encourage 
your critical review of this report. Please pass any comment you feel necessary. 

- -· - ./ ANALYST: 

. /} 

fJ;Jw.~~ c~~~STE~~ ... , 
Chief, Regional Analysis Branch 
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THRNI RH 2 Tf/1/IJI.J PHbAI' 7££./JUCA TllJJ '1HP5 

....... JIJIU XU!f~ ('), THANH /JtJR {p) 7 NVN 
( llbT TrJ SCALI) - _ 

MIIP RfFEtEA!CE: 
SI!RIES : L 7-IJJI/ 

,.-, ,, 
• • pou. 1< .... 
"~~ . . . 

51/EETS: /-01/'1 ll, /,/l/1 .rrL 
5(11 L£ : I : (" 1>,~ O()l) 

Norr:s: 

7Jumh LA"" RuJuc.oAitnt 
Ol!ttp OMJI. Wori- Si~. 

- Sw..a N~r 1/lJI..£ rtJ REtALL s,.c"F'' Gr~PJIJc. 
TlttRTI,AISJIIP DF LIIU. AND NlliTR~ CNE{K- PDII/r 
IJ£Y6Nb TH£ FA£T THAT Tll£1 WS~E IN THC 
NEAR. Plf.tJ)/IHI T>' TIJ THL ~t>AlJ 4N WHICH HE 
~IIVELLED F&>H TJIIUIH H1A CITY TD NHU LJJ/111 
DIS'ff/lT. . 

LAKE. IS PROBAOLY ~t.SE.VDIIl VI£ W6 ~g?(). 

HDST PRO&Jt&e. FI)IJTe 1&1A1 T?T- '11JI/ F~H 
iHIU/H HIJII CIT'I TIJ V" IN& 'f 1.9; THEN WE'ST, 
PJIST' Till RESZVIJII€' I I'W ~T#f/oJ. 70 TN~ 
INT£1t.S£C.TibN J.JITJ.I I?Tfll./5 Vie WG </&1(. 

- DllT£ oF INFDKnATI/JN: 11/19- 1/S'o. 

C Oft9 Truortq 1 J 

i HaMi 



TfiANJ.I LllM g TfiAIJJJ PIMAI' "KE£J)UCA TltJJ/ tAHP5 
1/J/U XUAN (JJJ ~ THANH HM {p] 7 NVN 

(#dT rf'J SCALE)_ 

,. -, ~;;c_.r. ·-· ' ' pos~. . :;, ...... -:::;: 
..... .I - : . 

MRP 'REFEtlE.IJCE.: 
SI!RIES. : L rOll/ 

51-lEETS: 601/1 II..) /,/l/1 .m 
SC II L£ : I : (' l>,~ OIJI) 

Non~s=-

7J..anh Lartt Rt:educa~itnt 
~lk(J t:lhU1 Wor~ S;#-E • 

- SoullC£ NDT IJIJI.£ rtJ ££tALL SUCIFIC G£f)(.I.APII!l. · 
'F?t.LATIIJNSJIIP 0~ LRK.£ IHIJJ NILITFI~'/ CHECK- Prmtr 
f3C"16Nb "TH£ F"At::r THAT THCY w•R£ IN THE' 
NEA/f. PK.tJXIHI T'l TIJ THL ~DAD 411 wHICH H£ 
Tre19V£LLlD F/tOif TJIAAIH JI~A liTY TtJ 1VHL1 tUIIN 
DISTf./CT. . 
LAI<E. IS PROBAOLY flt.5E'IIJifl VI£ W6 5"g 'M • 

.. ·- HDSr PRO~ABLI! 'RIJOre WAS RT# '1/JI/ FKblf 

THAIIH HOA CITY Tl) VIC. WG t.f 1.9; THEN WEST, 
Pllsr Till RESlVIJIJ'l! I)N RT#~()/. T() 7H~ 
INT£1C.S£LTitJN JJJITII RT# 15 Vie 11\/G '1&1'/. 

- DllT£ aF IIVFt>llnATJ6N: 11/19- 1/S'o. 

[ ong Truortq 18 

---~-- Alhu x'uaJa 
Dist,.iJ. Tt~Wn 
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• ·' ~irictober 1985 r••L:~:mh Hoa{Thanh Phong Reeducation Facility 

• ' P,.:. Ct-L [ M -- r . . 
···· Locate facilities related to the Thanh Boa/ Thanh Phong Ree4ucation facility. 
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VQ-PW 

DUE DAlE . . •· ··' ·-
30'January-1~86 ~l 

CON1ACT 

~,J 

f' AIOfUTY 

Routine 
1 EL l.F'HOtiL Nu.,.£[R 

RECE1\'I~C. CfrtCE DUECA.TE 

AC110N .. -.• . 
.-... ·. :.:-. . ~ .. 

S~?PORT ... •. .. . ........ . 

su?..-t~RT 

~Pt.CI"'L INSiooi\.•C:TIC;t-:S A.._O RE,~RY.5:.- ,._.. -· --· 

REF: 03-52312-82 ·subject-as above 

1. Rer report~d the location of a possible detention facility in Thanh Hoa 
Province. Additional HVMINT. reporting indicated that the Thanh Hoa/Thanh Phong camps 
are located in the Nh~ Xuari Distr.ict of Thanh Hoa Province. The enclosed sketches were 
provided by ijUMINT sources ,and represent source camps alleged to be located in Nhu Xuan 

I 

District • 

2. Nhu Xuan District is bounded by the following ~oordinates (clockwise) 
19 22N/105 ~~~' 19 32N/105 18E, 19 43N/105 29E and 19·35N/105 4~E. Request search 
of the area bounded by these coordinates to locate facilities which pear the signatures 
of a detention facility. Of special interest are those installations which bear a 
resemblance to or are located near the areas depicted on the enclosed sketches. 
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DEPARTMENT Of- DEFENSE 
vCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW RUtKJCS5579 2122112 
R 311551Z JUL 85 
FK DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI CIA WASHINGTON DC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 
AKEKB SINGAPORE SN 

SUBJECT: REQU~ST FOR ASSISTANCE 
REFS: A. DIA. KSG 241440Z KAY 85, SUBJ: STATUS OF COMMANDOS 

UNDER DETENTION 
B. JCRC LNB KSG 250307Z JUL 85, SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-049 

1. FORWARDED IN REF A INFORMATION REGARDING THE HEARSAY 
TRANSFER OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE (SVN) COMMANDOS FROM THE THANH 
PHONG PRISON TO A MINISTRY OF.· INTERIOR (MOl) PRISON IN TAN KY 
DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT IF 
SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED WITH 
CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, KNOWN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE OF 
REF A, FORMER SVN COMMANDO ~ c_ K-1/THANH PHONG CAMP MEDIC, 
IDENTIFIED HIS SOURCE AS A FORMER SVN ARMY CAPTAIN, INITIALLY 
ASSIGNED WITH OTHER RVNAF PWS TO K-2/THANH PHONG. HE WAS ONE OF TWO 
SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSFERRED TO K-l TO BE THE MOTOR 
MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS FOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 
PRISON COMPLEX. ~ c_ WAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 
NAME OF THE OFFICER. ~c_ ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 
WITH HIM WHILE BOTH WERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED WITH HIM 
AFTER Sv WAS REt.EASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 
2. IN REF B JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SVN ARMY 
CAPTAIN, ~~ C INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG {1979-
80) AND LATER TRANSFERRED TO K-1 (1980-82). HE WAS WITH THE INMATES 
LATER MOVED IN OCT 82 FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, NGHE 
TINH PROVINCE. 
3. BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF B, IS INTERESTED IN 
DETERMINING IF sse- SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 
PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-1 AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

?c... IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 
MECHANIC, HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, AND CURRENT STATUS OF THANH PHONG. HE 
MAY ALSO HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONCERNING THE MOl PRISON 
SYSTEM HE COULD HAVE LEARNED FROM PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAFF 
AND VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTS. REQUEST WE BE KEPT ADVISED OF 
HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEMENT ADDRESS. 
4.: POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 

ACTION DC-2 2 
INFO NMIC 1 VO(l) DIA(4) 

+SAFE 

(0 '6' 8' F) 
8 

MCN=85212/0~QhR TnR=R~?1?1?11~ TAn:a~?1?/?1??7 CDSN=MIA874 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
311551Z vUL 85 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

DATE 25 June 1988 

REPLY TO 
ATTN OF: 

ANALYSIS MEMORANDUM 

SUBJECT: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex 

TO: vo-·pw 
(Attn: Bob Hyp) 

1. REQUIREMENTS 

2. Analysis: 

A. THIS REPORT SATISFIES 

B. Summary This report is a comprehensive study of 
the Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex located in the 
southwestern portion of Thanh Hoa Province, Vietnam. The purpose 
o f · the s t u d y i s to · 1 ocate and doc u men t the d e v e 1 o p men ·t o f t he 
reeducation camp~. The Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Complex, 
which has been also referred to as Thanh Lam, is located at 19-
35-05N/105-20-59E, approximately 55kms southwest of Thanh Hoa, 
and .is comprised of a Headquarters (HQ) Camp and five sub-camps 

(Note: The numbering of the reeducation camps is 
based on a sketch drawn by Vietnamese refugee, SC 
The Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ Camp and Camps tl2, /13, and /14 
became operational between July 1978 and July 1979. Th~nh 

Phong Reeducation Camps /Jl and 115 became operational between 
July 1979 and September 1982. The status of the Thanh Phong 
Reeducation Camp Complex as of July 1986 is as follows: Camps 
02 and 05 have been dismantled, the detention area at the HQ Camp 
has been dismantled, limited detention activity maybe possible at 
Camp 113, and' .. Camps Ill and 1/4 appear to. have active detention 
a!-"eas. The individual camps within the complex are analyzed in 
paragraph C starting with the HQ Camp and proceeding in numeric 
order. 

c. Analysis: 

(1) Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp 

(a) Summary: The Headquarters (HQ) Camp is 
located on the eastern shore of the s·ong Chang River at 19-35-
0SN/ 105-20-59E and was. constructed between July 1978 and 
J u 1 y 1 9 7 9 PA-rA B e t we e n J u 1 y 1 9 7 9 a n d 2 0 
September 1982 the original camp was dismantled and a new camp 
was built approximately 100 meters south of the original site. 
The detention area of this new camp was dismantled between 
November 1983 and July 1986 D lt-rA 

bA7/? 

(b) The original Thanh Phong Reeducation HQ 
Camp consisted of two functional areas: a detention area and a HQ 
administration/,personnel support area. 

( 1) The detention area consisted of two probable 
barracks, three possible barracks/support buildings, and a 
possible support/kitchen building. 

(2) The HQ administration/personnel ~upport area 
consists of two~obable administration buildings, four probable 
barracks and a possible kitchen. PA-rA 

all me~surementn are in. meters. 

., 

.. 

~ 
,---d 
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Table 1 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters Camp .July 1979 
'b-etention Area 
02 Possible Support/Barracks 12 X 09 

=o.a Probable Barracks 30 X Q9 
04 Possible Support/Barracks 20 X ~ 
08 .Probable Barracks 30 X 09 
09 Possible Support/Kitche~. 18 X 09 
10 Possible Support/Barracks 21 X 09 

HQ-Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Adnainistration 28 X 08 
05 Probable Administration 20 X 08 
06 Probable Barracks 35 X 11 
07 Probable Barracks 35 X 11 
11 Probable Barracks 33 X 11 
1.2 Probable Barrac·ks 30 X 09 
13 Possible Kitchen 18 X 09 

(c) The original HQ Camp was dismantled 
between July 1979 and Septenaber 1982 and a new canap was 
constructed approximately 100 meters south. The fence-line of 
the original HO administration/personnel support area is still 
visible The new detention area, constructed on top 
of the original detention area, consisted of six probable 
barracks, a possible dispensary, a possible kitchen, a possible 
meeting hall/support building, two possible support buildings, a 
probable watch tow~r and a possible security building. The new 
HQ administration/personnel support area consists of two probable 
HQ/administration buildings, two possible administration/barracks 
buildings, seven probable barracks, a possible security building, 
and four possible support buildings. j)/fr'1 

Previously identified buildings retain 
their originally assigned annotations numbers; dismantled 
buildings are not depicted on this print. All the measurements 
are in meters. 

Table 2 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp Headquarters 
Detention Area 

September 1982 

02 Possible Support/Barracks Dismantled 
03 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
04 Possible Support/Barracks Dismantled 
08 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
09 Possible Support/Kitchen Dismantled 
10 Possible Support/Barracks Dismantled 
15 Possible Kitchen 20 X 09 
16 Possible Support/Meeting Hall 13 X 08 
17 Possible Support 12 X 08 
18 Possible Support 06 X 04 
19 Possible Dispensary 11 X 06 
20 Probable Barracks 25 X 08 
21 Probable Barracks 25 X 08 
22 Pr<:'bable Barracks 23 X 09 
28 Probable Barracks 25 X 08 
29 Probable Barracks 23 X 09 
30 Probable Barracks 25 X 08 
33 Probable Watch Tower X 

34 Possible Security Building 06 ·X 04 

Hq-Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Administration Disnaantled 
0~ Probable Administration Dismantled 
06 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
07 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
11 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
12 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
13 Possible Kitchen Dismantled 
14a Possible Support 25 X 08 

b Possible Support 25 X 05 
23 Probable Barracks 23 X 08 
24 Probable Barracks 23 X 08 
25 Probable Barracks 23 X 08 
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Table 2 continued 

-· 26 Probable Barracks 23 x 08 

5!1;.1 Probable .Barracks 23 X 08 

31 Probable Barracks 23 X 08 
32 Probable Barracks 33 X 09 
35 ·Probable HQ/Administration 23 X 08 
36 Probable HQ/Administration 23 X 08 
37 Possible S'ecurity 23 X 10 
38 Possible Support 23 X 08 
39 Possible Administration/Barracks 25 X 09 
40 Possible Administration/Barracks 25 X 09 
41 ' Possible Support 14 X 07 
42 Possible Support 14 X 07 

(d) Within the detention area of the HQ 
Camp, one barrack~ (#20) was dismantled and one support building 
(#43) was constructed between September 1982 and November 
1983. Within the HQ administration/personnel support area. a 
support building (#41) was dismantled during this period 

/)/1-r/1 Previously 
identified buiidings retain their originally assigned annotation 
numbers. All measurements are in meters. 

Table 3 
Thanh Phoog Reeducation Headquarters Camp 
Detention Area 

November 1983 

02 
03 
04 
08 
09 
10 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
29 
30 
33 
34 
43 

Possible Support/Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Support/Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Support/Kitchen 
Possible Support/Barracks 
Possible Kitchen 
Possible Support/Meeting Hall 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Dispensary 
Probable Barracks 
Probable B~rracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Watch Tower 
Possible Security Building 
Possible Support 

Hq-Administration/Personnel Support 
01 Probable Administration 
05 Probable Administration 
06 Probable Barracks 
07 Probable Barracks 
11 ~robable Barracks 
12 Probable Barracks 
13 Possible Kitchen 
14a Possible Support 

b Possible Support 
23 Probable Barracks 
24 Probable Barracks 
25 Probable Barracks 
26 Probable Barracks 
27 Probable Barracks 
31 Probable Barracks 
32 Probable Barracks 
35 Probable HQ/Administration 
36 Probable HQ/Administration 
37 Possible Security 
38 Possible Support 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
20 X 09 
13 X 08 
12 X 08 
06 X 04 
11 X 06 
Dismantled 
25 X 08 
23 X 09 
25 X 08 
23 X 09 
25 X 08 

X 

06 X 04 
12 X 05 

Area 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 08 
25 x,05 
2,3 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
33 X 09 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 10 
23 X 08 

39 Possible Administration/Barracks 25 X 09 
40 Possible Administration/Barracks 25 X 09 
41 Possible Support Dismantled 
42 Possible Support 14 X 07 
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(e) The HQ Camp's detention area was 
completely dismantled between November 1983 and July 1986 
~. During this same period, a possible se~rity building 
(037) and a possible administration/barracks building (U40) were 
~smantled and a possible support building (044) w~s constructed 
within the HQ administration/personnel support area. This area 
of the HQ Ca~p ~ppears activ~ i:)Jq-rA 

PA-r1 Previously identified 
buildings retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. 
All measurements are in meters. 

Table 4 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Headquarters 
Detention Area 
02 
03 
04 
08 
09 
10 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
29 
30 
33 
34 
43 

Possible Support/Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Support/~arracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Sup~o~t/Kitchen 
Possible Support/Barracks 
Possible Kitchen 
Possible Support/Meeting Hall 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Dispensary 
·Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Watch Tower 
Possible Security Building 
Possible Support 

HQ-Administration/Personnel Support 
01 Probable Administration 
05 Probable Administration 
06 . Probable Barracks 
07 Probable Barracks 
11 Probable Barracks 
12 Probable Barracks 
13 Possible Kitchen 
14a Possible Support 

Possible Support 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracki 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 

Barracks 
HQ/Administration 
HQ/Administration 
Security 

July 1986 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

Area 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 08 
25 X 05 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
33 X 09 
23 X 08 
23 X 08 
Dismantled 

b 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
31 
32 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
44 

Probable 
Probable 
Probable 
Possible 
Possible 
Possible 
Possible 
Possible 
Possible 
Possible 

Support 
Administration/Barracks 
Administration/Barracks 
Support 

23 X 08 
25 X 09 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
14 X 07 Support 

Support 14 X 07 
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-· (2) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 

(a). Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 
liT, located on the northern· shore of the Song Chan~River at 19-
34-39N/105-20-22E, approximately 1.2 kilometers sou~hwest of the 
HQ Camp, was constructed between July 1979 and September 
1982 ~A~~ Between September 1982 and November 
1983 six new buildings were constructed in the detention area of 
Camp #1; the number of buildings in the administration/personnel 
support area remained unchanged. Both the detention area and 
administration/personnel support area of Camp #1 appeared active 

DA lA 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 01 consists 
of two functional ar~as: a detention area and an administration/ 
personnel support area. 

(1) The detention area consists of two probable 
barracks, two possible support/barracks buildings, and a possible 
latrine. 

consists 
possible 
building. 

(2) The administration/personnel support area 
of three possible administration/barracks buildings, a 
support/kitchen building and a possible support 
Table 5 is keyed to the annotations on Print 8; all 

measurements are in meters. 

Table 5 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 
Detention Area 
01 Possible Support/Barracks 
02 Possible Latrine 
03 Possible Support/Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 
10 Probable Barracks 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
04 Possible Administration/Barracks 
OS Possible Support 
06 Possible Support/Kitchen 
07 Possible Administration/Barracks 
08 Possible Administration/Barracks 

18 X 07 
18 X 04 
11 X 07 
26 X 09 
26 X 09 

24 X 09 
12 X 06 
16 X 12 
28 X 09 
24 X 09 

Septeaber 1982 

(c) Six new buildings were constructed 
within the detention area between September 1982 and 
November 1983 and consisted of two possible barracks (#13 and #14 
both under construction), a possible solitary confinement 
building ·(1112), a possible kitchen/support building (617), and 
two possible support buildings (1115 and 016). Additionally, a 
possible latrine (02) was dismantled during this period. In the 
administration/personnel support area, an administration/barracks 
building (04) was dismaritled and a possible security buildin~ was 
constructed (011) during this same period. ~r~ 

· Previously identified buildings 
retain their originally assigned annotation numbers. All 
measurements are in meters. 

Table 6 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Caap II Noveaber 1983 
Detention Area 
01 Possible Support/Barracks 18 X 07 
02 Possible Latrine Dismantled 
OJ Possible Support/Barracks 11 X 07 
09 Probable Barracks 26 X 09 
10 Probable Barracks 26 X 09 
12 Possible Solitary Confinement 12 X 06 
13 Possible Barracks (U/C) 27 X 06 
14 Possible Barracks ( U/ C) 27 X 06 
15 Possible Support 13 X 06 
16 Possible Support 11 X 07 
17 Possible Support/Kitchen 19 x. 06 
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Table 6 contL ~ed L.. 

A~ministration/Personnel Support Area 
04 · Possible Administration/Barracks Dismantled 

~ Possible Support 12 X 06 
oo-- Possible Support/Kitchen 16 X 12 -
07 Possible Administration/Barracks 28 X 09 
08 Possible Administration/Barracks 24 X 09 
11 Possible Security 18 X 08 

(d) Between November 1983 and July 
1986 a probable barracks (119) and a possible support building 
(#16) were dismantled in the detention area. Although there has 
been some reduction of the facilities within the detention area. 
i t appeared a c t i v e i> J.1 -r'rf S inc e 
November 1983, the administration/pe~sonnel support area had been 
expanded by the construction of a possible administration/ 
barracks building (tf18). This area also appeared active 

J)A.,..-A 
Previously identified buildings retain their originally 

assigned annotation numbers.· All measurements are in meters. 

Table 7 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #1 
Detention Area 
01 Possible Support/Barracks 
02 Possible Latrine 
03 Possible Support/Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 
10 Probable Barracks 
12 Possible Solitary Confinement 
13 Possible Barracks 
14 Possible Barracks 
15 Possible Support 
16 Possible Support 
17 Possible Support/Kitchen 
19 Probable Cover Entry Point 

Administration/Personnei Support Area 
04 Possible Administration/Barracks 
05 Possible Support 
06 Possible Support/Kitchen 
07 Possible Administration/Barracks 
08 Possible Administration/Barracks 
11 Possible Security -
18 Possible Administration/Barracks 

.July 1986 

18 X 07 
Dismantled 
11 X 07 
Dismantled 
26 X 09 
12 X 06 
27 X 06 
27 X 06 

13 X 06 
Dismantled 
19 X 06 
-- X --

Dismantled 
12 X 06 
16 X 12 
28 X 09 
24 X 09 
18 X 08 
24 X 09 

(3) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp U2 
is located at 19-36-13N/105-22-56E, approximately 300 meters west 
of Route 15 on the eastern edge of the Song Quyon River and 
approximately 4 kilometers northeast of the HQ. Camp. Camp 112 
was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 

area were 
September 

Seven of the nine buildings in the detention 
dismantled and replaced between July 1979 and 
1982. The camp's detention function ended between 
1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement ot 
of the buildings in the detention area. The entire 
substantially dismantled between December 1983 
1986. 

September 
all but one 
Camp 112 was 
and July 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 
c o n s ·i s t e d o f t w o f u n c t i o n a l a r e a s : a d e t e n t i o n a r e a a n d a n 
administration/personnel support area. 

(1) The detention area consisted of two probable 
barracks, a possible kitchen/support building, a probable guard 
hut, a probable watch tower, three support buildings, and a 
possible security building. 

{2) The administration/personnel support area 
consisted of a PrObable administration b\.tilding, three possible 
barracks, and a possible support building. OA-r';1 

all measurements are in meters. 
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""". '· Table 8 .;;,;.. 

Thanh Phoug Reeducation Camp #2 July 1979 
Detention Area (59 X 50 m) 
<B Probable Barracks 24 X 08 
04 Probable Guard Hut X --
~.5. Probable Watch Tower X 

08 a Probable Barracks 24 X 0'8-
b Probable Barracks 13 x o8-
c- ·Probable Barracks 24 X 0.8 

09 Possible Support 09 X 06 
10 Possible Support (U/C) 09 X 06 
11 Possible Security 10 X 06 
12 Possible Support 09 X 06 
13 Possible Support/Kitchen 09 X 06 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Possible Barracks 10 X 08 
02 Probable Admini~tration 28 X 08 
06 Possible Ba.rr-acks 25 X 09 
07 Possible Barracks 24 X 08 
14 Possible Support 10 X 08 

(c) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 02 
underwent significant construction between July 1979 and 
Septem"ber 1982. Within the detention area, seven· buildings, 
comprised of two probable barracks (/13 and 08), three possible 
support buildings (119, 1110 and 1112), a probable guard hut {114), 
and a probable watch tower (US) were dismantled and replaced. The 
buildings were replaced with three probable barracks (017, 019 
and #20), a possible dispensary/support building (#15), a support 
building (021) and two probable watch towers (#16 and #22). As a 
result of this construction, the security wall surrounding the 
detention area was expanded approximately 10 meters to the west. 
Between July 1979 to September 1982, the 
administration/personnel support area had a probable 
administration building (112) and a possible support building 
(II 14) dismantled. New construction in this area included two 
possible barracks/administration buildings (024 and 025), a 
possible barracks/security building (023), and a possible kitchen 
(026). j)FI..,..-.4 
Previously id~ntified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers j>/17""'/f 

All measurements are in meters. 

Table 9 
Thanh Phoug Reeducation Camp #2 
Detention Area 
03 Probable Barracks 
04 Probable Guard Hut 
05 Probable Watch Tower 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Possible Supp~rt 
10 Possible Support 
11 :Possible Security 
12 Possible Support 
13 Possible Support/Kitchen 
15 Possible Support/Dispensary 
16 Probable Watch Tower 
17 Probable Barracke 
18 Probable Cover Entry 
19 Probable Barracks 
2Q· .probable Barracks 
21 Possible Support 
22 Probable Watch Tower 

September 1982 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
16 X 07 
Dismantll:d 
11 X 07 
15 X 07 

X 

24 X 10 
X 

24 X 07 
24 X 07 
14 X 05 

X 
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Administration/Personnel Support Area 

;.:.· 

01 Possible Barracks 23 x 07 
02.__ Probable Administration Dismantled 
06 Possible Barracks 25 x o~~ 
~ Possible ~arracks 24 x 08 
14~ Possible Support Disman~ed 
23 Possible Security/Barracks 25 x 09 
24 ··_·Possibie Barracks/Admini·stration 26 x 09 
25 Possible Barracks/Administration 30 X o9 
26 a Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 25 x 10 

b Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 12 x 07 
(d) Eight of the nine buildings in the 

detention area of Camp #2 were dismantled (011, 013, #15, 018, 
019, 120, 121, and #22) between September 1982 and December 
1983. The only remaining building in the detention area was a 
probable barracks (#17); the camp's detention function apparently 
ended. During this. same period, three buildings (ill, 117 and 
026) in the administration/personnel support area were 
dismantled. i)rJ-r-1} 
Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers; only selected dismantled buildings are 
depicted for the purpose of clarity. All measurements are in 
meters. 

Table 10 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #2 
Detention Area 
03 Probable Barracks 
04 Probable Guard Hut 
05 Probable Watch Tower 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Possible Support 
10 Possible Support 
11 Possible Security 
12 Possible Support 
13 Possible Support/Kitchen 
15 Possible Support/Dispensary 
16 Probable Watch Tower 
17 Probable Barracks ' 
18 Probable Cover Entry 
19 Probable Barracks 
20 Probable Barracks 
21 Possible Support 
22 Probable Watch Tower 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Possible Barracks 
02 Probable Administration 
06 Possible Barracks 
07 Possible Barracks 
14 Possible Support 
23 Possible Security/Barracks 
24 Possible Barracks/Administration 
25 Possible B~rracks/Administration 
26 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 

December 1983 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
24 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 09 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
25 X 09 
26 X 09 
30 X 09 
Dismantled 

(e) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 112 was 
dismantled, except for building 025, between December 1983 and 

July 1986 

(4) Thanh Phong Reeducation Cam~ #3 

(a) Suamary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
is located at 19-36-33N/105-21-41E, approximately 200 meters east 
of the Song Chang River, approximately 3 kilometers north of the 
HQ Camp. and was constructed between July 1978 and July 
1 9 7 9 PA -r)C! The o r i g i n a 1 d e t .en t i o n a r e a w a s 
dismantled and a new detention area was constructed approximately 
100 meters east between July 1979 and September 1982; the 
total number of buildings in the administration/personnel support 
area increased by 11 buildings in this period. The detention 
area and the administration/personnel support area of Camp 113 

bA-r/f 

8 \0 Page _ of __ pages 

-·~=····· .. ~ ............... 



(b) Thanh Phong ReeducaL1on C~p u~ consists 
of two functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 
personnel support area. 
~. (1) The detention area consists of four probable 
bar r a c k s , a p o s s i b 1 e d i s p e n s a r y I bar racks , a p o s-s i b l e so l i tar y 
~onfinement building and a possible kitchen/barracks. 

(2) The administration/personnei=- support area 
consists of-s.ix possible barracks, three possible 
barracks/administration buildings, a possible administration 
building, a possible kitchen/dispensary building, three possible 
support buildings, and a probable security building. 

plf.,.-A all measurements are in 
meters. 

Table·ll 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp. #3 July 1979 
Detention Area 
10 Probable Barracks 18 X 09 
11 a Probable Barracks 18 X 09 

b Probable Barr·acks 13 X 07 
14 Probable Barracks 18 X 09 
15 Probable Barracks 18 X 09 
16 a Possible Dispensary/Barracks 18 X 09 

b Possible Dispensary/Barracks 13 X 04 
17 Possible Solitary Confinement 08 X 04 
18 Possible Kitchen/Barracks 10 X 04 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 Probable Security 12 X 06 
02 Possible Barracks 25 X 10 
03 Possible Barracks 18 X 09 
04 Possible Barracks 16 X 08 
05 Possible Barracks 24 X 10 
06 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 18 X 09 
07 Possible Support 18 X 09 
08 Possible Barracks/Administra~ion 18 X 09 
09 Possible Administration 18 X 09 
12 Possible Barracks/Administration 24 X 10 
13 Possible Barracks/Administration 24 X 10 
19 Possible Barracks 18 X 07 
20 Possible Support 08 X 04 
21 Possible Barracks 24 X 10 
22 Possible Support 24 X 10 

(c) The original detention area, except for 
buildin~s 1110, /114, and ii', was dismantled between July 1979 
and September 1982. The new detention area, constructed 
approximately 100 meters to the east, consists of four probable 
barracks ((135 1138), a possible kitchen (1133), a possible 
dispensary (1120), a possible security building (1131), and a 
possible support building (032). Eleven new buildings were 
constructed in the administration/personnel support area and 
consist of three probable barracks (1127, 1/28 and 1/30), a 
possible administration building (1/25), two possible 
barracks/kitchens (1126 and #29), a possible barracks/support 
bui~ding (U34), and four possible support buildings ( U23, /J24, 
U 3 9 and 1J 4 o ) • DA --r A 
Previously identified buildings retain their originally assigned 
annotation numbers· j)r! rA 

All measurements are in meters. 
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Table 12 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 

September 1982 

11 a Probable Barracks 
b Probable.Barracks 

Dismantled 

15 Probable Barracks __ 
16 a Possible Dispensary/Barracks 

b Possible Dispensary/Barracks 
lB Possible Kitchen/Barrack& 
20 a Possible Dispensary * 

b Possible Dispensary * 
31 Security 
32 Possible Support 
33 Possible Kitchen 
35 Probable Barracks 
36 Probable Barracks 
37 Probable Barracks 
38 Probable Barracks 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
08 X 04 
12 X 08 
18 X 09 
19 X 08 
25 X 09 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 

01 Probable Security 12 X 06 
02 Possible Administration 25 x 10 
03 Possible Barracks 18 x 09 
04 Possible Barracks Dismantled 
05 Probable Barracks Dismantled 
06 Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 18 X 09 
07 Possible Barracks/Support Dismantled 
08 Possible Barracks/Administration 18 x 09 
09 Possible Administration 18 x 09 
10 Possible Barracks/Support @ 18 x 09 
12 Probable Barracks 24 x 10 
13 Possible Administration 24 x 10 
14 Possible Barracks/Support @ 18 x 09 
17 Possible Support @ 13 x 04 
19 Possible Barracks Dismantled 
21 Possible Barracks Dismantled 
22 Possible Support Dismantled 

' 23 Possible Support 19 x 11 
24 Possible Support (U/C) 33 x 06 
25 Possible Administration 25 x 10 
26 Possible Barracks/Kitchen 26 x 09 
27 Probable Barracks 24 x 10 
28 Probable Barracks 16 x 08 
29· Possible Barracks/Kitchen 34 x 09 
30 Probable Barracks 16 x 08 
34 Possible Support/Barracks 20 x 09 
39 Possible Support 30 x 06 
40 Possible Support 29 x 06 
@ Function has changed from detention related to 
Administration/Personnel Support related. 
• Function has changed from Administration/Personnel Support 
related to Detention related. 

(d) Between September 1982 and 
November 1983 both dismantlement and new construction occurred at 
Camp 1/3. A probable meeting hall (IJ42) and a watch tower (#43) 
were constructed in the detention area, while four buildings (a 
possible barracks (03) and three possible support/barracks 
buildings (1110, 1114, and 1117) were dismantled and one possible 
support building (041) was constructed in the 
administration/personnel support area. PAr,q 
~A~~ Previously identified buildings retain 

their originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected 
dismantled buildings are depicted for the purpose of clarity. 
All measurements are in meters. 
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Table 13 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 
11 a Probable Barracks 

b Probable. Barracks 
15 Probable Barracks ~ 
16 a Possible Dispensary/Ba~racks 

h Possible Dispensary/Barracks 
18 Possible Kitchen/Barracks 
20 a Possible Dispensary 

b Possible Dispensary 
31 Security 
32 Possible Support 
33 Possible Mess Hall 
35 Probable Barracks 
36 Probable Barracks 
37 Probable Barracks 
38 Probable Barracks 
42 Probable Meeting Hall 
43 Confirmed Yatch Tower 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 
02 
OJ 
04 
05 
06 
07. 
08 
09 
10 
12 
13 
14 
17 
19 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
34 
39 
40 
41 

Probable Security 
Possible Administration 
Ptrssible Barracks 
Possible Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Possible Barracks/Administration 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Barracks 
Possible Barracks 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Support (U/C) 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Kitchen 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Barracks/Kitchen 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Support/Barracks 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 

November 1983 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
08 X 04 
12 X 08 
18 X 09 
19 X 08 
25 X 09 · 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 
27 X 08 

"30 X 13 
X --

12 X 06 
25 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
18 X 09 
Dismantled 
18 X 09 
18 X 09 
Dismantled 
24 X 10 
24 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
19 X 11 
33 X 06 
25 X 10 
26 X 09 
24 X 10 
16 X 08 
34 X 09 
16 X 08 
20 X 09 
30 X 06 
29 X 06 
18 X 09 

(e) Six buildings, consisting of three 
probable barracks (f/35, 1137 and /138), a probable security 
building {/132), a possible kitchen (033), and a possible support 
building (1134), were dismantled within the detention area between 

November 1983 and July 1986. The detention area may still 
be active, however, since the security wall is still intact and 
t h r e e b u il d in g s ( IJ 2 0 , 0 3 6 and .1/4 2 ) rem a 1 n s tanding in the 
interior. Within the administration/personnel. support area a 
possible administration/barracks building ("#8), two probable 
barracks (012 and #29), a possible support/barracks building 
(034), and two possible support buildin~s (/139 and #41) were 
dismantled during this period. .DA rA 

Previously identified buildings retain their 
originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected dismantled 
buildings ·are depicted for the purpose of clarity. All 
measurements are in meters. 
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Table 14 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #3 
Detention Area 
11 a Probable Barracks 

b Probable Barracks 
15 Probable·Barracks 
16 a Possible Dispensary/~rracks 

b Possible Dispensary/Barracks 
18 Possible Kitchen/Barracks 
20 a Possible Dispensary 

31 
32 
33 
35 
36 
37 
38 
42 
43 

b Possible Dispensary 
Security 
Possible Support 
Possible Kitchen 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Meeting Hall 
Confirmed Watch Tower 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 
10 
12 
13 
14 
17 
19 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
2_7 
28 
29 
30 
34 
39 
40 
41 

Probable Security 
Possible Administration 
Po.~ s i bl e Bar rae ks 
Possible Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Kitchen/Dispensary 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Possible Barracks/Administration 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Barracks 
Possible Barracks 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Administration 
Possible Barracks/Kitchen 
Probable Barracks 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Barracks/Kitchen 
Probable Barracks 
Possible Support/Barracks 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 
Possible Support 

July 1986 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
08 X 04 
12 X 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
27 X 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
30 X 13 
Dismantled 

12 X 06 
25 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
18 X 09 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
18 X 09 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
24 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
19 X 11 
33 X 06 
25 X 10 
26 X 09 
24 X 10 
16 X 08 
Dismantled 
16 X 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
29 X 06 
Dismantled 

(5) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 04 
is located on the western shore of the Song Chang River at 19-36-
52N/105-20-18E, approximately 3.6 kilometers NNW of the HO Camo. 
and was constructed between July 1978 and July 1979 PriTA-

The total number of buildings in ·the detention and 
administration/personnel support areas increased by eight (four 
and four, respectively) between July 1979 and September 
1982. Between September 1982 and November 1983 three 
buildings in the detention area were dismantled while two 
buildings in the administration/personnel support area were 
constructed. The configuration· of Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 
04 was altered between November 1983 and July 1986 by the 
dismantlement of the original detention area and the 
construction of a new detention area approximately 150 meters to 
the west. Both the detention and, the administration/personnel 
support areas of Camp 04 appeared active iJI-}-r/t 
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~f two functional areas: 

Thanh Phong- Reeduca. _on Cap 11-. consists 
a detention area and an administration/ 

personnel support 
"-· ( 1) 
barracks, three 

area. 
The detention area consists of five probable 

p o s s i b 1 e barracks I sup p or t b u t-1 d in g s and a 
~ssible kitcnen. 

(2) The administration/personne~support area 
consists of two-;ossible barracks/administration·buildings, a 
possible barracks, two possible support buildings, a possible 
security building, and a possible dispensary/kitchen. 

i>/11/1 all measurements are in 
meters. 

Table 15 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 
01 Possible Kitchen 
02 Possible Barracks/Support 
03 Possible Barracks/Support 
04 Possible BaTr~cks/Support 
05 Probable Barracks 
06 Probable Barracks 
07 Probable Barracks 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
10 Possible Support 
11 Possible Support 
12 Possible Security 
13 Possible Dispensary/Kitchen 
14 Possible Barracks/Administration 
15 Possible Barracks/Administration 
16 Possible Barracks 

.July 1979 

18 X 10 
16 X 08 
16 X 06 
16 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 

20 X 08 
15 X 06 
18 X 09 
13 X 09 
21 X 10 
21 X 10 
20 X 08 

(c) In the detention area four new buildings 
consisting of three probable barracks (024 - 026) and a possible 
meeting hall (027) were constructed between July 1979 and 
September 1983. The security wall surrounding the detention area 
was expanded approximately 8 meters to the south. Also during 
this period, six new buildings three possible barracks (017, 120 
and 1122), a possible barracks/ administration building (119), a 
possible security building (#18), and a probable viewing stand 
( U 2 1 ) w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d .in t he ad m i n i s t r a t i o n I p e r s o n n e 1 s u p p o r t 
area. In addition, a possible barracks (116) and a possible 
s u p p o r t b u i 1 d i n g ( U 1 0 ) we r e d i s man t 1 e d • p t1- 1 /-1 

Previously identified buildings retain 
their originally assigned annotation numbers. All measurements 
are in meters. 

Table 16 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 14 
Detention Area· 
01 Possible Kitchen 
02 :Possible Barracks/Support 
03 Possible Barracks/Support 
04 Possible Barracks/Support 
05 Probable Barracks 
06 Probable Barracks 
07 Probable liar racks 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 
23 ·probable Cover Entry Point 
24 Probable Barracks 
25 Probable Barracks 
26 Probable Barracks 
27 Possible Meeting Hall 

July 1982 

18 X 10 
16 X 08 
16 X 06 
16 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 

X 

20 X 08 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 
34 X 12 
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Administration/Personnel Support Area 
10 Possible Support Dismantled 
N:· Possible Support 15 X 0.6 
12 Possible Security 18 X 09 
h Possible- Dispensary/Kitchen 13 X 09 
14 Possible Barracks/Administration 21 X 1~ 
15 Possible Barracks/Admi~istration 21 X 10 
16 Possible Barracks Dismantled 
17 Possible Barracks 29 X 08 
18 Possible Security 17 X 12 
19 Possible Barracks/Administration 28 X 11 
20 Possible Barracks 32 X 09 
21 Probable Viewing Stands 27 X 05 
22 Possible Barracks 23 X 10 

(d) The detention area of Thanh Phong 
Reeducation Camp 14 had four buildings, three probable barracks 
(#6, #7 and #26) and a possible barracks/support building ((}4), 
dismantled· between September 1982 and November 1983. The 
security wall around the detention area was also restored to its 
1979 configuration. Within the administration/personnel support 
area, a probable· security building (1128) and a possible support 
buildin~ ( 129) were constructed. DA-r/'} 

Previously identified buildings retain 
their originally assigned annotation numbers. All the 
measurements are in meters. 
Table 17 
Thanh Phoog Reeducation Camp #4 
Detention Area 
01 Possible. Kitchen 
02 Possible Barracks/Support 
03 Possible Barracks/Support 
04 Possible Barracks/Support 
05 Probable Barracks 
06 Probable Barracks 
07 Probable Barracks 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 
2.3 Probable Covered Entry Point 
24 Probable Barracks 
25 Probable B·arracks 
26 Probable ·Barracks 
27 Possible Meeting Hall 

Administration/Personnel Support 
10 Possible Support 
11 Possible Support 
12 Possible Security 
13 Possible Dispensary/Kitchen 

Area 

14 Possible Barracks/Administration 
15 Possible Barracks/Administration 
16 Possible Barracks 
17 Possible Barracks 
18 Possible Security 
19 Possible Barracks/Administration 
20 Possible Barracks 
21 Probable Viewing Stands 
22 Possible Barracks 
28 Probable Security 
29 Possible Support 

Hovelllber 1983 

18 X 10 
16 X 08 
16 X 06 
Dismantled 
20 X 08 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
20 X 08 
20 X 08 

X 

20 X 08 
20 X 08 
Dismantled 
34 X 1 2 

Dismantled 
15 X 06 
18 X 09 
1 3 X 09 
21 X 10 
21 X 10 
Dismantled 
29 X 08 
1 7 X 12 
28 X 11 
32 X 09 
27 X OS 
23 X 10 
17 X 12 
23 X 06 

(e) The configuration of Thanh Phong 
Reeducation Camp 114 changed be t w.e en Nove m be r 1 9 8 3 and J u 1 y 
1986. The original detention area was dismantled and a new 
detention area, cons! sting of four probable barracks ( 1130, I 31, 
#33 and #34), a probable meeting hall (1132) and a possible 
kitchen (#35) was constructed approximately 150 meters west of 
the original site. The new detention area appeared active 

/') A 74 In the same p e r i o d , a s up p or t · b u i 1 d in g ( II 1 1 ) 
and 'a probable barracks ( n 17) in the administration/personnel 
support area were dismantled. .?1A-r/1 

Previously identified buildings retain their 
originally assigned annotation numbers; only selected dismantled 
buildings have been depicted for the purpose of clarity. All 
measurements are in meters. 
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• Table 18 
Thanh Pbong Reeducation Camp #4 

J)etention Area 
01 Possible Kitchen 

~02 Possible Barracks/Support 
-~3 Possible Barracks/Support 

04 Possible Barracks/Support 
05 .' Probable Barracks 
06 · Probable Barracks 
07 Probable Barracks 
08 Probable Barracks 
09 Probable Barracks 
23 Probable Covered Entry Point 
24 Probable Barracks 
25 Probable Barracks 
26 Probable Barracks 
27 Possible Meeting Hall 
30 Probable Ba~ra~ks 
31 Probable B~rracks 
32 Probable Meeting Hall 
33 Probable Barracks 
34 Probable Barracks 
35 Possible Kitchen 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
10 : Possible Support 
11 Possible Support 
12 Possible Security . 
13 Possible Dispensary/Kitchen 
14 Possible Barracks/Administration 
15 Possible Barracks/Administration 
16 Possible Barracks 
17 Possible Barracks 
18 Possible Security 
19 Possible Barracks/Administration 
20 Possible Barracks 
21 Probable Viewing Stands 
22 Possible Barrack~ 
28 Probable Security 
29 Possible Support 

July 1986 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Di sman·tled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
24 X 08 
24 X 08 
28 X 11 
24 X 08 
24 X 08 
18 X 08 

Dismantled. 
Dismantled 
18 X 09 
13 X 09 
21 X 10 
21 X 10 
Dismantled 
Dismantled 
17 X 12 
28 X 11 
32 X 09 
27 X 05 
23 X 10 
17 X 12 
23 X 06 

(6) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 

(a) Summary: Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #S 
is located at 19-37-31N/10S-21-13E, approximately 4.5 kilometers 
north of the HQ Camp, and was constructed between July 1979 
and September 1982 _fll/-r/j Its detention function 
ended with the dismantlement of the security fence around the 
detention area between September 1982 and December 1983. 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 was completely dismantled between 

December 1983 and July 1986. 

(b) Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp 115 consisted of two 
functional areas: a detention area and an administration/ 
personnel support area. 

(1) The detention area consisted of three 
probable barracks, a possible barracks/kitchen, and a possible 
support building. 

(2) The administration/personnel support area 
consisted of a --p'Ossible administration building, three possible 
barracks, a possible kitchen/support building. and a possible 
support building. 0.-'f-r!Q 

all measurements are in meters. 
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Table 19 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Ca11p IS 
Detention Area 
01 Probable Barracks 
02 ProbabLe Barracks 
03 Probable Barracks -
04 Possible Barracks/kitchen 
os· Possible Support 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
06 Possible Administration 
07 Possible Barracks 
08 Possible Barracks 
09 Possible Support 
10 Possible kitchen/Support 
11 Possible Barracks 

September 1982 

22 X 10 
22 X 10 
22 X 10 
15 X 07 

15 X 06 
11 X 06 
15 X 06 
10 X 06 
15 X 06 
10 X 06 

(c) Camp US's detention function ended between 
September 1982 and December 1983 with the dismantlement of the 
security fence surrounding the detention area; a probable 
barracks (Ill) within the detention area was also dismantl"ed. 
Additionally, a possible administration building (#6} and a 
possible barracks (07) were dismantled in the 
administration/personnel support area. p~~~ 

All buildings retain their originally 
asslgned annotation numbers. All measurements are in meters. 

Table 20 
Thanh Phong Reeducation Camp #5 
Detention Area 

J)ecember 1983 

01 Probable Barracks 
02 Probable Barracks 
03 Probable Barracks 
04 Possible Barracks/kitchen 
05 Possible Support 

Administration/Personnel Support Area 
06 Possible Administration 
07 Possible Barracks 
08 Possible Barracks 
09 Possible Support 
10 Possible kitchen/Support 
11 Possible Barracks 

(d) Thanh 
dismantled between 

j)/9 -r/1 

Phong Reeducation 
December 1983 to 

3. ANALYST'S COMMENTS. 

Dismantled 
22 X 10 
22 X 10 
15 X 07 

Dismantled 
Dismantled 
15 X 06 
10 X 06 
15 X 06 
10 X 06 

Camp 
July 

II 5 was 
1986. 

totally 

A. Map Reference: Series L7014, sheet 6048-II, 1:50,000 

B. Questions concerning this reoort should be addressed to 

AAI D 4T"l4 
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SOURCE: 6 C... . SOURCE, t~ FORMER 
COMMANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM DURING 1963, 
OBTAINED THE INFO THROUGH HEtRSAY AND PERSONAL 
OBSERVATION. SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN 
ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. IT 
PROVIDES THE PRISON CHRONOLOGY OF A FORMER BIET KICH 
CAPTURED DURING 1963 IN NGHE AN PROVINCE. REPORTS 
LIMITED HEARSAY OF TWO UNIDENTIFIED AMERICAN PRISONERS 
EXECUTED DURING TRANSFER TO THE NORTII IN 1968. 

TEXT: 

1. SOURCE BACKGROUND. SOURCE IS AN ETHNIC 
TAl VIETNAMESE CITIZEN BORN IN NGIIE AN PROVINCE. 
DURING 1959 HE FLED TO XA~t NEUA, IIUA PHAN PROVINCE, 
LAOS. AFTER BEING HELD BY LAO OFFICIALS IN XAM NEUA 
AND XAM TAI/XAM TEU FOR SIX NONTHS, SOURCE WAS NOVED 
TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE WAS HELD AT A HILITARY BASE FOR 
i\PPROXIl'1ATELY SIX NONTHS. THE SOUTH VIETNA~1ESE 
EMBASSY IN VIENTIANE ARRANGED TO HAVE SOURCE RELOCATED 
TO SAIGON. SOURCE VOLUNTEERE!J TO JOIN THE ARVN AND 
WAS GIVEN TilE OPPQRTUNITY TO VOLUNTEER FOR A SPJ:CIAL 
OPERATIONS ACTIVITY KNOWN TO Hnt AS THE LWDCJ LUWOWNG.J 
NHAAN SWJ CHIEENS DAAUS. THE· UNIT HEADQUARTERS WA!~ 

LOCATED IN· RM 38, 3RD FLOOR, 14 . .) VO TANH, SAIGON. 

2. TEAM COMPOSITION. SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO 
AN EIGHT MAN TEAM \\"'ITH THE TF"1\t1 NAME 11 MIDAT11

• PARTIAL 
TEAM COMPOSITION FOLLOWS--

MIDAT 1 - NGuYEN DINHF ((LWIJ)) TEAM CDR 
MIDAT 2 - LANG VAWN ((CHUNG)) DEP CDR 
MIDAT 3 - PHAN COONG ((HOAN)) RTO 
MIDAT 4 - QUACH DIHHF ( (HIEEN)). 
MIDAT 5 - DINII TIIEER ( ( CW)) 
MIDAT 6 - LANG VA\~N ( (LOAN)) 
MIDAT 7 - LOO VAWN ((CHAAN)) 

3. MISSION AT TIME OF C/\PTURE. INTELLIGENCE 
COLLECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF BRIDGE AND OTHER 
~IILITARY TARGETS IN TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. THE TEAM WAS LAUNG!IED BY C-123 FRO~I TAN SON 
NHAT AIRFIELD ON 8 JUN 63. THE INSERTION POINT WAS 
OVER XA THACH GlAtt, TUONG DUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE. TilE TEAM WAS DISCUVEHE:D IMNEDIATEI.Y,., AND 
EVADED CAPTURE FOR FOUR DAYS .. A~L EIGHT WERE CAPTURED 
ALIVE AT 1200 HOURS ON 12 JUN 63. THE TEAM WAS HE!.·D 
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~-FOR INTERROGATION FOR SIX MONTHS IN SPECIAL DKTENTION 
AT HUONG DUONG, NGHE AN. 

4. TRIAL. MEMBERS OF THE TEAM WERE PUT ON 
TRIAL AT Tlffi 4TH MILITARY REGION MILITARY. COURT IN DO 
LUONG DISTRICT, NGHE AN PROVINCE ON 22 DEC 63. THE 
TEAM CDR AND DEP CDR WERE SENTENCED TO DEATH. THE 
SENTENCES FOR TilE OTHERS ~tEMBER~ RANGED FROM 10 TO 18 
YEARS. 

5. PRISON CHRONOLOGY. 

A. AFTER TRIAI., SOURCE HAS MOVED ALONE TO Cl\HP 
2, YEN BAI WHERE HE REMAINED UNTIL 1969. 

B. SOURCE HAS HELD IN LAO CAl PRISON FRO~~ 1969 
UNTIL 1971. 

C. SOURCE HAS TRANSFERR::D FROM LAO CAI TC 
CENTRAL CAMP 3 AT TAN KY IN ! ~n 1. SOMETIME DURING 
1972 HE HAS TRANSFERRED BACK TO 1AO CAI WHERE HE 
REMAINED UNTIL FEB 78 WHEN JE;:. AND APPROX 150 OTHER 
PRISONERS WERE MOVED TO THE THANH LAN I THANH PRONG 
PRISON IN THANH BOA PROVINCE. 

D. FRO~t FEB 78 UNTIL AP!< 81 (WHEN HE ALLEGEDLY 
ESCAPED WHILE ON LABOR DETAIL) SOURCE HAS HELD AT K4, 
THANH LAM 1. THANH PRONG PRISON. 

6. THANH PRONG I THANH LA~t CAMP SYSTEM. T!IE 
PRISON CAMP HAS NAMED.AFTER TWO VILLAGES IN THE 
IMMEDIATE AREA, THANH LAW IGf.nC00RDS·--1939NI105~.7E /1 
AND THANH PRONG IIGEOCOORDS--193RNI10518EII, AND 
CONSISTED OF FOUR SUBCAMPS DZSIGIJATED KL THRU Kl;.. KL 
AND K2 WERE LOCATED NEAR TIIANH P:!ONG. K3 HAS LOCATED 
IN VICINITY IIGEOCOORDS--1935NI10523EII, ON THE WEST 
SIDE OF HWY 15B APPROX TWO KlLOHETERS SOUTH OF THE 
INTERSECTION AT LANG CHUOI OF lSB AND THE ROAD WEST ~·r) 

THANH PRONG. K4 HAS LOCATED J lG·! SOUTHWEST OF }.:3, 
APPROX 2KH WEST OF J&Y 15B. 

A. CADRE. THE THANH PHONG PRISON SYSTEt·! ;tt.~ 

COMHANDED BY LT COI. ( ( UYS)) . J\·:~ ilt\S C0~1~tANDEu ~y 

MAJOR TOO HAS ((OANH)). NGUYEN HANHJ ((HOWIJ)) WAS 
DEP CDR OF K4. 
B: K4 LAYOUT AND INMATE POPULATION. K4 
CONSISTED OF THREE.SEPARATE Cf.TENTION AREAS. THE 
PRODUCTION AREA (lOHJ S!\NR SUAATS! CONSISTED OF TWO 
PRISON BUILDINGS DESIGNATED ~- AND 2. SOURCE WAS HELD 
IN BUILDING 1. ALL OF THE APPROX 150 IN~tATES .OF K4 
WERE BIET KICH. JUST \~EST OF THE PRODUCTION SECTION 

PAGE:0007 
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--- WAS A SMALL COMPOUND WHICH HELD TWELVE SENIOR ARVN 
OFFICERS, INCLUDING GEN NGUYEN HUU PRO. A T~D 
COMPOUND JUST WEST OF THE K4 HEADQUARTERS HELD AN 
UNKNOWN NUMBER OF FORMER ARVN; INMATES. 

7. HEARSAY OF EXECUTION OF TWO AMERICAN PWS. 
WHILE HELD AT CENTRAL PRISON 3, TAN KY, NGHE AN 
PROVINCE, A COMMUNIST CADRE JN~IATE KNOWN TO SOURCi; 
ONLY AS ( (TIIU)) TOLD SOURCE THAT TIIU' S UNIT HAD 
CAPTURED TWO AMERICAN PRISONERS NEAR KHE SANH DURING 
TET 68. THU'S. UNIT ESCORTED THE TWO AMERICANS NORTH 
ALONG TilE 110 CHI MINH TRAIL. WHF.N THE TWO WERE UNABI,E 
TO KEEP UP THE PACE, THEY WERE SHOT. THU'S UNIT 
REPORTED TO HIGHER HEADQUARTERS THAT THE TWO PRISONERS 
HEAD DIED OF SICKNESS. (NFI INFORMATION ON THE 
IDENTITY, CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE, OR PLACE OF 
EXECUTION OF THE ALLEGED AMER~CAN PWS, OR BACKGRGUND 
OF THU.) 
8. NO AMERICAN PWS WERE.HELD AT YEN fiAI, LAO 
CAl, T3, OR THANH PHONG. 

COMt1ENTS: 

1. INFORMATION WAS OBTAINED DURING A fiRIF.F 
INTERVIEW CONDUCTED UNDER TI~~E RESTRAINTS. SOURCE IS 
SCHEDULED FOR FOL.~OW-UP INTERVIEW DURING HID APRIL 93. 
2. SOURCE INITIALLY LEFT T3 TAN KY CAMP (WHERE 
HE HEARD THE HEARSAY ACCOUNT) Oli7 OF HIS PRISON 
CHRONOLOGY~ ONLY AFTER REPOf~TING THE HEARSAY ~·roRY 

AND BEING ASKED TO CLARIFY HIS FRISON CHRONOLOGY DID 
HE EXPLAIN THAT HE HAp BEEN ~OVED FROM LAO CAl TG TAN 
KY AND BACK TO LAO CAl DURING: 1971-72. · 
3. SOURCE HAS BEEN ASKED TO PREPARE A DETAILED 
WRITTEN ACCOUNT OF HIS ALLEGED PRISON EXPERIENCES IN 
PREPARATION FOR REINTERVIEW. 

4. DUE TO HIS ETHNIC BACKGROUND, SOURCE \\1iLL BE 
REINTERVIEWED ABOUT THE PRESENCE OF LAO C0~1HANDOS AND 
COLLABORATORS IN Tim PRISON SYSTEH. 

{) 
PAGE:0008 



"--. PAGE:0009 

BT 

/10179 

NNNN 



"-. 

...... -~ -~ - ~ - - -. 
··-- ~ 

' . 

DEPAKTMENT OF-DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYU'It RUMTBK 5441 Z5905Z7 
R 160406Z SEP 85 
FH JCRC liAISON ~ANGKOK TH 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO DIA WASHINGTON DCi/DC-2// 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
SECDEF WASHOC//OASO-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
WHITEHOUSE WASHOC//NSC/~R CHILDRESS// 

CITE: 

JCS VASHDC//J5// AMEMEASSY VIENTIANE 
SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP/VLC// 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH. SS441 

3597 SEP 85. 

FOLLOWING MESSAG[ SENT ACTl<l~ BANGk0l1!SEP85 IS BEING 
READDRESSED FOR YOU ACTION/INFO. QUOTE. 

OORN 0127 

E.O. 12356: 
TAGS: MOPS, VM 
SUBJECT: LIVE SIGHTING REPORTS FROM'VIETNAM BY REFUGEES 

2. ONE LAO REfUGEE AND ONE ETHNIC VIETNAMESE REFUGEE RECENTLY PASSED 
TO THE Cat:SUL INfORMATION ON PURPORTED U.S. PQ\11 CAMPS IN VIETNAM. 
3. REPORT NO. 1 
50URCE: S C. ; DPOB s.J::> 1953, VANGVIENG, 
VIENTIANE PRO'/INCE. LAOS. RlCEIVii' HIGHER EDUCATIOt4 W FRANC£ 
AND LAOS. ASSIGNED AS TrtADE ATTACHE AT LPOR CONSULATE. DA NANG, 
VIETNAM. ARRESTED NOV 1984 FOR ALL,GEO ESPIONAGE. FLED TO 

AR£ TWO DETENTIOtJ SHES FOR. U.S.~S. ONE IS A CAMP 
LOCATED AT • XADOUAI.. 5 C- PUTS THIS FACILITY AT-· 
APPROXIMATELY 19.0£GREES 32 MINu1ES N·BY 105 DEGREES 41 MINUTES 
E. HE STATES THAT BEFORE 1975, THIS CAMP WAS A DETENTION CENTER 
FOR HIGH-RANGKING SOUTHSVIETNAMESE PRISONERS. AFTER 1975, 
SOME 300 AMERICANS CAPTURED IN LAOS AND VIETNAM . 
WERE IMPRISONED THERE.·OCCUPYING 2KM X 2KM OF 
GRaJND, THE CAMP IS RfPORTEnLY ENCLOSED BY A CONCRETE VALL 
SIX METERS HIGH AND 40CM THICK TOPPED BY EL£CTRIFIED.BARBED 
WIRE. THERE ALLEGEDLY ARE 100 BUILDINGS EACH CONTAINING 15 
ROOMS. ACCORDING TO~~ .THE PRISONERS WORK FROM 0700 TO 
1100 AND 1300 TO 1600. THEY LISTEH TO POLITICAL LECTURES 
FROM 1700 TO 180D. THEY SLEEP FROM 2200. EACH AMERICAN 
RECEIVES A DAILY FOOD ~ATION Of 500 GRAMS, AlTERNATING VITH FISH 
SAUCE, PORt, SALT, VEGETABLES AND FISH VITH RICE. EACH 
PRISONER ALSO AllEGEDLY RECEIVES A DAILY STIPEND OF 2.50 DONG. 
THE CAMP CONTAINS A DI~PENSARY. COMMON MALADIES AMONG THE 
INMATES. ACCORDING TOS~ ARE SUN DISEASES, •PARAlYSIS .. , 
AND TUBERCULOSIS. CONTACT VITH OUTSIDERS IS PROHIBITEC. 
9. 5c... LISTS ~· SECOND POW CAMP AT •sANHEUI," REPORTEDlY 
SITUATED ON AN ISLAND AT COORDINATES t9 DEGREES 22 MINUTES 
NJBY 105 DEGREES 55 MINUTES E. THIS CAMP REPORJtotv· IMPRISONED 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE RlLfTAifi PnfSONNEL BEFORE 1975. AFtER 1975, 
~CLAIMS IT WAS USED TO KEEP U.S. POWS. HE DESCRIBES THE 
ISLAND AS ABOUT SIX KILOMETER, LOCATED SOME FIVE KM FROM 
SHORI. THE {AMP REPO?.TEDLY OCCUPIES AN AREA ON KM SQUARE. 
IN THIS CAMP. ~ CLAIMS, ARE 150 BUILDINGS HOUSING SOME 500 
U.S. POWS. ~STATES THAT THE POWS AWAKEN AT 0400 FOR 
PHYSICAL EXERC.ISE. THEY WORK 0700 TO 1100 AND 1300 TO 1600 
CULTIVATING CROPS AND RAISING LIVESTOCK. iHEY MUST LISTEN TO 
POLITICAL lECTURES BEFORE BEDTIME AT 2200. EACH POW REPORTEDl~Y 

THAILAN~ .IN DEC 1984. NOW AT NA PHD CAMP: ~ 
SINGLE 

4. ACCOUNT: . Se- STATES THAHTE ATTENDED A MEETING IN FEB 
1984 AT THE LPDR CONSULATE IN. DA NANG ATTENDED BY SIX LAO 

7
1 RECEIVES TWO HEALS AND A 2.~0 DONG STIPEND PER DAY. NEY 

. lf.tA(.) . ·cLOTHES ARf DISTRIBUHD TWICE EACIYEAR. A HOSPITAL ON THE 
vj . GROUNDS REPORTEDLY HAS PHYSICIANS, DENT!STS AND NURSES. 

OFFICIALS, FIVE SRV OFFICIALS AND TWO VIETNANESE JOURNALISTS. ~L~ 
THE MEETING. TO DISCUSS C()lMERCIAL ISSUES, LASTED FR()4 1700 f~~(l) 
TO ABOUT ZlOO. 5C ASKED A DA flAt~ TRADE OffiCIAL ABOUT ..,........"'\ 
THE CONDITION OF INDUSTRY AT TAMKI CITY, SOUTTHOF DZLPZPG. ~ 
~HE DA NANG OFFICIAL SAID THAT rACTORIES IN TAMKI, MOSTLY 
IMPORTED FRCi1 WESTER~ COUNTRIES, WERE GRINDING TO A HALT AS A 
RESULT OF LACK OF SPARE PARTS ANO QUALIFIED STAFF TO OPERATE 
THEM. WESTERN EXPERTS WERE NEEDED TO ~EEF THE FACTORIES 
GOING. ACCORDING TO THE OFFICIAL, A OECISIOt~ WAS MADE TO 
USE SOME TECHNICALLY SKILLED .~ERICAN POWS TO REPAIP. AND 
MAINTAIN THE FACTORIES. ~~ STATES THAT HE iAS TOO 
FqJGHTEN~O TO ASK DETAILS CONCERNING NUMBERS, DATES AND 
LOCATIONS WHERE THE POWS WERE DETAINED LEST 
HE AROUSE SUSPICION AGAINST HIMSELF AND RISK BEING ARRESTED. 
5. WE ARE POUCHING S.~ WRITTEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC, 

:AtJ 
6. REPORT NO. 2. 
SOURCE: "'C <:.. DPOS: 
~ 1932, KHt KIEN, NGHE TINH PROVINCE, VIETNAM. 

1961-1972: WORKED FOR MILATT OFKICE, REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 
EMBASSY, VIENTIANE, LAOS. VAS ARRESTED~!~ NOV 1981 ON 
CHARGES OF SUPPORTING lAO RESISTANCE. BLtD TO THAILAND 
IN APRIL 1984. NOW AT NA PHO CAMP 5..D 
1. ACCOUNT: 5C. WENT TO THE SRV IN FEB 1979 FOR A THREE­
MON1H VISIT. DURING THAI TIME HIS FATHER RELATED INFORMATION 
WHICH HE HAD GOTIEN FR<Jt1 A POLICE MAJOR CONCERfHNG ALLEGED 
AMERICAN· POWS. =sc.. NEPHEW, JU4M..L ALSO PROVIDED POW 
INFORMATION, CLAIMING TO HAVE SEEN U.S. POWS HI~SElf. 
8. F~OM HIS FATHER AND HIS NEPHEW, ~ c: LEARNED THAT THERE 

ACTION CM) 
INFO USDP:ISA(l) USDP:MIA(1) CJCS(4) J3(8) NIOS(1) 

J5(2) CMB QC(1) SECDEF:(1) SECDEF(9) USOP(11) 
ll£:l11l NMIC(l) JSI-3B(l) AT-3(2) VP FRO(l) OB-Z(1) 
DB-ZC(l) DB-2CZC1) DB-5C3(1) DB-503(1) DlA(1) 
DC-4A3(1) 

+FSTC INTEL OPS CHARLOTTESVILLE VA 
+SAFE 

53 

VIETNAMESE TV SHOWS ARE GIVEN ON SATURDAYS. SOHE 1,000 
SOLDIERS GUARD THIS CAMP, CLAIMS SC:: THEY HAVE 10 
TRUCKS, SIX 82HH MORTARS, SIX 37MM ANTI-AIRCRAFT GUNS AND 
RADIO GEAR. 
10. WE ARE POUCHING 'S c_ "RITIEN ACCOUNT TO JCRC, 
~ ERUNO 

END QUOTL. BT 
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Subject: ~~~~ ~r Meeting with ConP.ressman Bill Henson (R-NC). 

Memorandum For Record 

1~6\" ~· 
In the last week of November 1985 Con~essman HenJon requested DIA/VO-PT·T brief· him 1. 

on the "Baltimore source· named ;:5C,_ DIA interviewed". On :l Dec 85 I briefed Cong. 

Hendon at his office in the company of Sal Ferro, LTC Steve Lucas, and a member of 

Cong. Henson's staff. 

2. Cong. HenJon ask me and I provided a summary of S c. background and each of the 

PH related reports in .:5 c_ file. Conr,. HenJon stated~. told him of_seeing US 

PWs in North Vietnam in 1979 and he asked me to tell him about that sightinp,. I replied 

~~ had no such sighting and according to his statements to me had not seen any US 

Pv1s after leaving Thanh Tri Prison at the end of 1969. I added all US Pl•Ts held at 

Thanh Tri were accounted for. Cong. HenJon went thru 6C... file and asked general 

questions about each of ~C reports of interest to the P'~/MIA issue. I provided 

him with a synopsis of ·each report he asked about (hearsay report on the escape of 

an American in mid-76 from the Bat-Bat area DIA/VO-PW correlated to Arlo Gay, 

si~hting ot a probable French Caucasian male interred ·at Lao Cai Central Prison Nr. 1 

in 1970, hearsay of the capture of two Americans with a Mike Force Team on the 

Lao/Vietnam border in the mid-1960s DIA positively correlated to the CIUS ~A~~ 

capture, anrl sightinp, of US PT•Ts at Thanh Tri Prison to inclune S c:.._ contact with 

returnees Larry Stark and Bob Olsen while there.) ConP.. Hendon made no requests for 

additional briefing or information on any of these incidents. 

3. Conp,. HenJon asked why I told 5c.... not to talk to anyone about seeing US PWs. 

I replied I had not made any such statement to·or request o~ ~~ 

4. Cong. HeriJon asked me why (5G-- would lie to him and not to me. I replied this was 

Cong. Hendon's conclusion and not mine. I asked Cong. HenJbn when he had last spoken 

with ~C. Conp, Hendon replied Sc had said he told DIA he saw U~ Pl.Js in 197~. 

I reiterated h d ld DIA SC... a to he had not seen any US pt.rs aFter leavinP Thanh Tri Prison 
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a~-d I couldn't understand how gc_ would have said to Conp,. Hendon he had seen them 

in 1979. I added ~~ was held in Thanh Phon~·Prison in 1979 and we had also inter-

viewed a number of inmates with sc.. at Thanh Phon~ Prison durin~ 1979-19R2. None o~ 

them, who all knew S<:..... had seen any US PlaTs there. I also stated that I was the onl~ 

DIA officer to have ·interviewed sc... and 5<:- had never claimed to me that he saw any 

US PWs in 1979. Cong. Hendon asked me for my opinion of SC- reliability. I replied 

I found $C.- to be very open and had no reason to doubt· ·the veracity of anything S.!... 

told me. Con~. Ren~on said he was goinP. to contact Sv that evening to get an ex-

planation from $<-- why he told hirn one thing and told me something else. 

5. Cong. HenJon said that the ~ file indicated DIA.had conducted an extremely 

thorough and detailed debriefing of :5c::.... and he wanted to know why we had gone to such 

an extent with S c:.._ I replied that S c_ had r.one thru the prison system for 15 years 

and had an interestiRR insiP,ht into that system. For that reason it was necessary to 

cover each step of his prison experiences. Also, ~ ~ harl kept his eyes and ears open 

and had remembered alot he saw and heard while in prison and it was necessary to document 

that. In view of his 15 years in prison it was necessary to debrief him often anrl in 

great detail to insure everything was covered well. Cong. Hendon said it just seemed 

strange to him that we would go to such an extre~e length with someone if they didn't 

know something. I replied that 15 years in prison was a long time and as one might expect 

there was a tendency for thin~s to become blurred. This necessitated I go slow, care~ully 

and methodically to insure that I had as accurate a record as possible. 

Sedgwick D. Tourison, Jr., GS-13 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 
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from him earlier 

~ . . ,_ . . : . ~-.:~: .... :.:~ -~~-~~~?· . ~~ . . . ~· .. 
sc.. on ·the· .evening of 8 Jan 86 in .response .. t<i~ .. ~--req~u!s_t_ .. 

• ",: __ :.. . ·. · .-!;.~-- •-_,.. · :- •. ~- • · -~ . • . . . • ·-·· : •• - - . . •• · • :- ~~ • iL< . .. :· 6. ,; 

that ·day to call ·him·. · 1 have maintained some social. '_conta~~ with :. 

1~ I telephoned 

......... 
. . 

-5'- since his in-de_pth debriefin~ in mid-1985 and I assumed that ~c..­
:-

.reque~~t 

was of a social nature. 

2. During the conversation I asked S c_ why he had told Cong. Hen4on he had told., 1 . q 
. (Set. f\'\~ M~~ ~ Tn~ g Dee as -\ ~"'1-t n~:J~ ·) 

me of see in~ US PHs in North Vietnam in 1979 ·A ~<:.- said he had never seen, met, or· ~ ~ ~ 

spoken with Con~. Hendon whom he had only heard about thru Fred Cristo, his former 

STD Training Officer with whom he had made contact in mid-19RS. S c.. explained 

that Cristo had contacted him in November 1985 and told him .. ·a Congressman named 

· Hendon had been app·roached by General Singlaub (USA-Ret.·) on behalf of Cristo to 

sponsor '5C.... wife into the US. Cristo, thru Sinp.laub·; was going to set up a 

meeting with Cong. HenAon (or Henson) so that SC... could not only go over the 

·congressman's help in sponsorship of ~~ wife but also tell Hendon about 

$<'- . sighting of US PWs. Cristo said he would get back to 6C shortly. 

After two weeks went by and no word came on the meetin~ ~C.... called Cristo to 

find-out what had happend. Cristo said they were still working on in, that 

General Singlaub was talking to Hendon about it and would get back to him on it. 

3. ~c_ reminded me that Cristo had met with him -~c_ : in the summer of 19R5 

because, as Cristo explained, General Singlaub was very interested in meeting any of 

the Ops 34A Commandos from STD who had been captured during the 1960s. AccordinR 

to Cristo, General Singlatib told .Cristo -that he -had--received alot -of criticism,,--- . 
. • . • -· ..... ·' .. .:..:.. • -:. • .~ ·-•~ ... ~ .. : ... :....:Z... :lfl-.!~-·~ •.. ..:._ .. ~ ..... ···-·- . '~ . .._.A .• ·-~·.:·~·;.:.;.•- ·• 

for having run a sloppy show while in command of! tbe··_us portion of STD and he 

wanted to talk with any of the commandos in order t;·set the story strai~ht. 

Cristo explained that Singlaub had asked all-the Americans who worked with him 

~~ 
to be on the lookout for anyone of the commandos and let h~~·~n~W.~a~~-~~IJ. as any·-···~··· - . 
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were located so Singlaub could find out what happened to them all. SC added he 

had never actually met General .Singlaub but Cristo said he was in contact with him 

often. 

~·· 
Sedgwick·D. Tourison, Jr., GS-11 
Senior VN Desk Analyst 
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ZCZC 03:03:30Z (PC) 
EMI DTG 
87021321052212 

RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS2995 0450206- -RUEALGX. 

R 140206Z FEB 87 
FM JCS .WASHINGTON DC 
INFO. RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 131450Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONO~ULU HI 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC 
ST 
EZ 1: 

EZ2: 
·0916/VP-PW 

PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0057-86/ HEARSAY OF US PWS IN HANOI 
1.-IARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED [NTEL 
DOl: 860406 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT S c__ ~-iHOSE REPORTING 
RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 
Sli"MMARY: SOURCE RELATES A CONVERSATION HITH .~ FELL01.·i ~~IMATE 

PAGE 

AT THANH PHONG PRISON IN EARLY 1980 WHO CLAIMED U.S. ?~·iS AE?~ 2T!U .. 
ALIVE AND IMPRISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM AS OF THAr TIME. 
TEXT: 
1. IN APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY OR MARCH 1980 SOURCE WAS ~SSIGNED 
DUTIES ~lORKING IN THE SAWMILL AT THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA~ 

THAtlli PHONG PRISON, THANH riGA PROVINCE. THANH LAH ~·lAS A NAHE 
ASSIGNED TO THAT AREA OF THE PRISON FOR A GROUP OF PRIMARILY 
COMMANDO PAROLEES WHO WERE IN A SPECIAL PAROLE STATUS AND GIVEN MORE 
FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT AND PRIVILEGES UNDER THE SPECIAL PAROLE ORDER 
(LENH DAC XA) ISSUED BY THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR IN THE MID-1970S. 
THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA WAS COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K4 OF 
THANH PHONG PRISON. 
2. ONE DAY SOURCE SPOKE WITH ONE OF THE CRIMINAL INMATES FROM K4 
DETAILED TO TRANSPORT LOGS FROM A TIMBER CUTTING AREA APPROXIMATELY 
A HALF KILOMETER FROM THE THANH LAM CAMP SAWMILL. SOURCE SPOKE WITH 
THE INMATE ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS DURING THE DAY AS THE INMATE BROUGHT 

0040 
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LOGS TO THE SAW MILL. THE INDIVID~ DID GIVE SOURCE HIS NAME BUT 
SOURCE COULD NOT RECALL IT. SOURCE WAS ONLY ABLE TO DESCRIBE THE -­
INDIVIDUAL AS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE, BASED ON HIS SPOKEN 
VIETNAMESE, AND WAS NOT VERY WELL EDUCATED. HE APPEARED TO BE CLOSE 
TO 40 YEARS OF AGE. 
3. DURING CONVERSATION WITH THE INMATE THEIR CONVERSATION 
TURNED TO RECOUNTING IN WHICH PRISONS THEY HAD BEEN DETAILED. 
SOURCE RECOUNTED HAVING BEEN DETAINED WITH U.S. PWS IN THE LATE 
1960S WHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON OUTSIDE HANOI. SOURCE REMARKED HE 
WOULD .BE VERY SURPRISED IF THERE WERE STILL U.S. PWS IN THE NORTH. 
THE INMATE WITH WHOM SOURCE WAS SPEAKING REPLIED SOURCE WAS 
OBVIOUSLY NOT VERY SMART BECAUSE IT DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE U.S. 
PWS. HE ADDED THAT HE HAD "RECENTLY" BEEN IN CHARGE OF A HOUSE 
HAVING U.S. PWS UNTIL HE HAD BEEN JAILED ON TRUMPED-UP CHARGES BY 
HIS SUPERIORS. HE EXPLAINED HE HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN A SENIOR 
LIEUTENANT IN THE PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE, A COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBER 
FOR 19 YEARS. HE HAD AN IDEOLOGICAL FALLING OUT WITH HIS SUPERIORS 
WHO FRAMED HIM WITH CHARGES OF CORRUPTION TO AVOID HAVING TO PROVE 
HE WAS WEAK IDEOLOGICALLY. HE STATED HE HAD BEEN IN CHARGE OF THE 
CARE AND PROVISIONING FOR A HOUSE IN WHICH A SMALL GROUP OF U.S. PWS 
STAYED AND WAS CONVICTED OF THEFT OF THEIR PRISONER RATIONS. HE 
ADDED IT DIDN'T TAKE MUCH TO HIDE U.S. PWS. ~FTER ALL, HE REMARKED~ 
PEOPLE WOULD LOOK FOR CONCENTRATIONS OF U.S. PHS SOMEWHERE, AND THEN 
NEVER FIND THEM. ALL IT TOOK WAS A SMALL GROUP HERE AND THERE IN 
HANOI AND THEY WOULD NEVER BE NOTICED. SOURCE ASSUMED FROM THE 
REMARKS THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WAS SAYING, IN SO MANY WORDS, THAT THE 
HOUSE HE HAD BEEN IN CHARGE OF HAD BEEN IN HANOI AND THERE HAD BEEN 
OTHER SIMILAR HOUSES ALSO IN THE HANOI AREA. BASED ON THE INMATES 
REMARKS SOURCE BELIEVED HE COULD HELL HAVE BEEN A i 9 YE.qR PARTY 
MEMBER CHOSEN FOR HIS WILLINGNESS TO FOLLOW ORDERS BUT NOT SOMEONE 
~ELL EDUCATED. THE INMATE STATED HE HAD BEEN ARRESTED ONLY SIX 
:·~C·NTHS EARLIER! :-!AD ~.LP.E.:~DY BEEN ·:HRU HOA LC) ?RISON MID THREE GTHER 
PRISONS BEFORE COMING TO THANH PHONG. SOURCE HEARD NOTHING IN THE 
CONVERSATION WHICH WOULD CAUSE HIM TO QUESTION ~HE TRUTHFULNESS JF 
THE INMATE'S REMARKS. SOURCE SPECULATED IF THE INDIVIDUAL HAD BEEN 
PERFORMING THE DETAILS AS CLAIHED HE ;~OULD HAVE BEEN ?ERFGRMING '3UCH 
CARETAKER DUTIES fCR U.S. PWS DURING AT LEAST EARLY ~979. SOURCE 
ACKNO\-ILEDGED MANY INHATES OFTEN MIGHT SPIN TALES BUT THESE ~~ERE 

NORMALLY E\SILY RECOGNIZED AS SUCH. HE .~LSO KNE\-1 FROM CONVERSATIONS 
WITH OTHER PRISON INMATES OVER THE YEARS, BOTH CRIMINALS AND 
POLITICAL PRISONERS. THAT INMATES OFTEN DISCUSSED THINGS ~·JITH THE 
OTHER INMATES THEY MIGHT NEVER HAVE DISCUSSED PRIOR TO BEING IN 
PRISON. IN SOURCE'S VIEW, THIS WAS ONE WAY IN WHICH THE PRISONERS 
"GOT BACK AT THE SYSTEM", BY TALKING ABOUT SUBJECTS WHICH MIGHT BE 
CLASSIFIED BUT WHICH, FOR THEM, NO LONGER MATTERED. SOURCE 
RECOGNIZED FULL WELL THAT PRISON INMATES OFTEN EXAGGERATED THE 
IMPORTANCE OF FORMER JOBS AND DUTIES BUT HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THE 
ACCOUNT HE WAS OFFERED BY THE INMATE WITH WHOM HE WAS SPEAKING. 
SOURCE STATED HE DID PASS ON THE GIST OF THE INMATES REMARKS TO 
OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS LIVING AT THANH LAM WHO OPENLY 
DISCUSSED THE INCIDENT. HE COULD NOT RECALL HAVING TALKED WITH THE 
INMATE AT ANY LATER POINT AND DIDN'T KNOW IF ANYONE ELSE HAD SPOKEN 
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WITH THE SELF-CLAIMED PSS OFFICER. ~ 
COMMENTS: THIS IS THE FIRST REPORT FROM ANY COMMANDO AT THANH ·--
LAM OF THE ACCOUNT OFFERED BY SOURCE. VO-PW WILL CONTACT AND 
REINTERVIEW FORMER THANH LAM INMATES WHO HAD ROUTINE CONTACT WITH 
THIS SOURCE TO DETERMINE WHETHER THIS CONVERSATION DID BECOME THE 
SUBJECT OF BARRACKS DISCUSSION AS CLAIMED. 

INSTR: U.S. 
PREP: SEDGWICK TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW2 
APPR: K.M.GAINES, COL, USAF, VO-PW, CHF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 

BT 
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NNNN 
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ZCZC 00:04:13Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 87061118224538 
RTTCZVUW RUEKJCS0915 1622216- -RUEALGX. 

R 112216Z JUN 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEABOA/HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
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R 112215Z JUN 87 
FM CIA 
TO RUETIAA/DIRNSA 
RUEHC/DEPT OF STATE//FOR INR 
RUEKJCS/DIA 
RUEATRS/TREASURY DEPT 
RUEADWW/WHITE HOUSE SITUATION ROOM 
ZEN/CIA OFFICE OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI 
RUHHHMA/CDRWESTCOM FT SHAFTER HI 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
RHHMBRA/CINCPACFLT PEARL HARBOR HI 
RUHVAAA/CINCPACAF HICKAM AFB HI 
RUAJMAB/FOSIF/WESTPAC 
RUHGOAA/COMSEVENTHFLT 

1~ d. ~hv._ 
7 

BT 
EZ1: 

EZ2: 

WARNING: INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 

DIST: 
COUNTRY: 
SUBJ: 

DOI: 
SOURCE: 

11 JUNE 1987 
VIETNAM 
ABSENCE OF AMERICANS AT AND DESCRIPTION OF THE CAT 
LAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN DONG NAI PROVINCE, SOUTHERN 
VIETNAM. · 
JUNE 1975 - JUNE 19·76. 
FROM THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY MAJOR. SOURCE OBTAINED 
THE INFORMATION THROUGH PERSONAL OBSERVATION WHILE IN 

I . 

I j 
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INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
1987. 

PAGE 

TEXT: 1. FROM JUNE 1975 TO.JUNE 1976 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT THE 
CAT LAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN DONG NAI PROVINCE, SOUTHERN VIETNAM. THE 
CAT LAI CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT SEVEN KILOMETERS EAST OF FORMER· NHON 
TRACH DISTRICT TOWN, DONG NAI. THIS CAMP WAS AN ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF (SOUTH) VIETNAM (ARVN) TRAINING FACILITY FOR MILITARY WATCH DOGS. 
THIS FACILITY WAS CONVERTED TO ~ REEDUCATION CAMP ABOUT MAY 1975. 

2. THE CAT LAI CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED UNIT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) MILITARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
FOR MILITARY REGION-7. THERE WERE ABOUT 55 PAVN OFFICERS AND MEN 
ASSIGNED TO THE CAMP. BAY ((NGUYEN)), RANK UNKNOWN, WAS CAMP 
COMMANDER. (SOURCE COMMENT: PAVN PERSONNEL AT THIS CAMP DID NOT 
DISPLAY RANK ON THEIR UNIFORMS.) 

3. THERE WERE ABOUT 305 ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT THE CAT 
LAI REEDUCATION CAMP. THE CAMP CONSISTED OF ZONES ONE AND TWO. ZONE 
ONE DETAINED ABOUT 85 FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS. ZONE-2 HELD 
ABOUT 220 FORMER ARVN MAJORS. ZONE-1 CONSISTED OF FOUR OR FIVE CELLS 
OF 17 TO 21 INMATES EACH. ZONE-2 WAS COMPOSED OF 13 OR 14 CELLS OF 
16 OR 17 PRISONERS. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DOES NOT KNOW IF THIS 
FACILITY IS STILL IN USE.) 

4. (FIELD COMMENT: THE SOURCE OF THIS REPORT IS FORMER 
ARVN ~ C.... . BORN 15...£::) 1938 IN 
~ VINH LONG (NOW CUU LONG) PROVINCE, 

SOUTH VIETNAM. HE WAS COMMANDER OF THE 53RD ARTILLERY BATTALION IN 
BINH DUONG AT THE TIME OF THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER. HE WAS IMPRISONED 
IN THE FOLLOWING REEDUCATION CAMPS AFTER APRIL 1975: THE LONG KHANH 
AND CAT LAI CAMPS IN DONG NAI (30 APRIL - JUNE !975; JUNE 1975 - JUNE 
1976): T-9 CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON (JUNE 1976 TO DECEMBER 1978); K-5 
IN VINH PHU (DECEMBER 1978- DECEMBER 1979); THE THANH I AM PRODUCTION 
ZONE IN THANH HOA (DECEMBER 1979 - DECEMBER 1982~Z30C CAMP IN THUAN 
HAl (JANUARY 1982 - OCTOBER 1983). FROM OCTOBER 1983 UNTIL HE 
ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM, SUBJECT LIVED AND WORKED AS A MERCHANT WITH HIS 
FAMILY IN BIEN HOA CITY, DONG NAI. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM ABOARD BOAT 
NUMBER .bA:t4; AND ARRIVED IN MALAYSIA SIX DAYS 
LATER.) 
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INMATE AT THE CAMP. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN MARCH 
1987. 

PAGE 

TEXT: 1. FROM JUNE 1975 TO.JUNE 1976 THERE WERE NO AMERICANS AT THE 
CAT LAI REEDUCATION CAMP IN DONG NAI PROVINCE, SOUTHERN VIETNAM. THE 
CAT LAI CAMP WAS LOCATED ABOUT SEVEN KILOMETERS EAST OF FORMER- NHON 
TRACH DISTRICT TOWN, DONG NAI. THIS CAMP WAS AN ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 
OF (SOUTH) VIETNAM (ARVN) TRAINING FACILITY FOR MILITARY WATCH DOGS. 
THIS FACILITY WAS CONVERTED TO~ REEDUCATION CAMP ABOUT MAY 1975. 

2. THE CAT LAI CAMP WAS ADMINISTERED BY AN UNIDENTIFIED UNIT 
OF THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM (PAVN) MILITARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
FOR MILITARY REGION-7. THERE WERE ABOUT 55 PAVN OFFICERS AND MEN 
ASSIGNED TO THE CAMP. BAY ((NGUYEN)), RANK UNKNOWN, WAS CAMP 
COMMANDER. (SOURCE COMMENT: PAVN PERSONNEL AT THIS CAMP DID NOT 
DISPLAY RANK ON THEIR UNIFORMS.) 

3. THERE WERE ABOUT 305 ARVN FIELD GRADE OFFICERS AT THE CAT 
LAI REEDUCATION CAMP. THE CAMP CONSISTED OF ZONES ONE AND TWO. ZONE 
ONE DETAINED ABOUT 85 FORMER ARVN LIEUTENANT COLONELS. ZONE-2 HELD 
ABOUT 220 FORMER ARVN MAJORS. ZONE-1 CONSISTED OF FOUR OR FIVE CELLS 
OF 17 TO 21 INMATES EACH. ZONE-2 WAS COMPOSED OF 13 OR 14 CELLS OF 
16 OR 17 PRISONERS. (FIELD COMMENT: SOURCE DOES NOT KNOW IF THIS 
FACILITY IS STILL IN USE.) 

4_ (FIELD COMMENT: THE SOURCE OF THIS REPORT IS FORMER 
ARVN v C.... . BORN S-~ 1938 IN 
~ VINH LONG (NOW CUU LONG) PROVINCE, 

SOUTH VIETNAM. HE WAS COMMANDER OF THE 53RD ARTILLERY BATTALION IN 
SINH DUONG AT THE TIME OF THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER. HE WAS IMPRISONED 
IN THE FOLLOWING REEDUCATION CAMPS AFTER APRIL 1975: THE LONG KHANH 
AND CAT LAI CAMPS IN DONG NAI (30 APRIL - JUNE 1975; JUNE 1975 - JUNE 
1976): T-9 CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON (JUNE 1976 TO DECEMBER 1978); K-5 
IN VINH PHU (DECEMBER 1978- DECEMBER 1979); THE THANH I AM PRODUCTION 
ZONE IN THANH HOA (DECEMBER 1979 - DECEMBER 1982~Z30C CAMP IN THUAN 
HAl (JANUARY 1982 - OCTOBER 1983). FROM OCTOBER 1983 UNTIL HE 
ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM, SUBJECT LIVED AND WORKED AS A MERCHANT WITH HIS 
FAMILY IN BIEN HOA CITY, DONG NAI. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM ABOARD BOAT 
NUMBER ,.b~T"'~ AND ARRIVED IN MALAYSIA SIX DAYS 
LATER.) 
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1987. 
TEXT: 1. FROM DECEMBER 1979 TO DECEMBER 1981 THERE WERE NO 
AMERICANS AT THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION ZONE IN THANH HOA PROVINCE, 
NORTHERN VIETNAM. THIS PRODUCTION ZONE WAS LOCATED ABOUT 80 

PAGE 0007 

KILOMETERS NORTH OF THANH HOA CITY. THE FACILITY WAS ESTABLISHED IN 
DECEMBER 1979 IN A PREVIOUSLY UNCLEARED JUNGLE AREA. 

2. THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION ZONE WAS ADMINISTERED BY THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BNV). BNV MAJOR LE ((OANH)) WAS ZONE 
COMMANDER. ABOUT 50 BNV OFFICERS AND MEN WERE ASSIGNED TO THE 
PRODUCTION ZONE AS STAFF MEMBERS AND GUARDS. 

3. THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION ZONE CONSISTED OF ZONES A FOR 
FORMER ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF (SOUTH) VIETNAM (ARVN) OFFICERS; ZONE 
B FOR NORTH VIETNAMESE CRIMINALS, AND A WORKERS ZONE (KHU CONG NHAN). 
THERE ARE ABOUT 400 ARVN OFFICERS. AMONG THEM WERE 40 FIELD GRADE 
OFFICERS AND APPROXIMATE¥ 360 JUNIOR GRADE OFFICERS IN ZONE A. ZONE 
B DETAINED AN ESTIMATED 100 NORTHERN CRIMINALS. THE WORKERS ZONE 
CONSISTED OF ABOUT 50 FORMER ARVN AIRBORNE RANGERS AIRDROPPED INTO 
NORTH VIETNAM DURING THE NGO DINH ((DIEM)) REGIME SINCE 1961. 
(SOURCE COMMENT: THE BNV STAFF AT THIS FACILITY APPARENTLY DID NOT 
CONSIDER THE INMATES OF THE WORKERS ZONE MUCH OF A THREAT BECAUSE 
THEY WERE ALLOWED FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT IN TWO UNGUARDED VEGETABLE 
PRODUCTION ZONES ADJACENT TO ZONES A ANO B.) IN DECEMBER 1979, A 
GROUP OF 10 FORMER ARVN OFFICERS HEADED BY 
FORMER ARVN MAJOR GENERAL NGUYEN HUU ({CO)) AND INCLUDING TWO ARVN 
COLONELS, THREE MAJORS, AND TWO CAPTAINS, WORKED AT THIS CAMP UNTIL 
ABOUT JANUARY 1980. THIS GROUP OF EX-ARVN OFFICERS WAS RESPONSIBLE 
FOR DRAWING UP PLANS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TEA PLANTATIONS IN THE HILLS 
AROUND THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION ZONE. (FIELD COMMENT: GENERAL CO'S 
GROUP WAS TRANSFERRED TO AN UNKNOWN LOCATION FROM THE THANH LAM 
FACILITY. SOURCE IS NOT AWARE OF THE CURRENT DISPOSITION OF THIS 
PRODUCTION ZONE. WHEN HE TRANSFERRED SOUTH IN DECEMBER 1981 ONLY 
NORTHERN CRIMINALS REMAINED AT THE PRODUCTION SITE.) 

4. (FIELD COMMENTS: THE SOURCE OF THIS REPORT IS FORMER ARVN 
-6C.- , BORN ::5't:::> 1938 IN ~ 

VINH LONG PROVINCE, SOUTH VIETNAM. AT THE TIME 
OF THE COMMUNIST TAKEOVER, HE WAS COMMANDER OF AN ARVN ARTILLERY 
BATTALION. AFTER APRIL 1975, HE WAS IMPRISONED IN THE FOLLOWING 
DETENTION FACILITIES: THE LONG KHANH AND CAT LAI CAMPS (30 APRIL -
JUNE 1975 AND JUNE 1975- JUNE 1976); THE T-9 CAMP IN HOANG LIEN SON 
PROVINCE (JUNE 1976- DECEMBER 1978); K-5 CAMP IN VINH PHU (DECEMBER 
1978- DECEMBER 1979); THE THANH LAM PRODUCTION ZONE IN THANH HOA 
(DECEMBER 1979- DECEMBER 1981); AND Z30C CAMP IN THUAN HAl (JANUARY 
1982- OCTOBER 1983). AFTER HIS RELEASED FROM REEDUCATION HE LIVED 
AND WORKED AS A MERCHANT WITH HIS FAMILY IN BIEN HOA CITY, QONG NAI 
PROVINCE, UNTIL HIS ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM ABOARD 
BOAT j) ~ ~ ~ 1987 AND ARRIVED IN MALAYSIA SIX DAYS 
LATER.) 

I . 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

·0070/VO-PW 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIRb-014-0052-86/PAROLEE IDENTIFICATION 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL· 

DOI: 860100 {RO} 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT E::> c_ WHO HAS REPORTED 

RELIABLY IN THE PAST. 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW 

S-TOURISON/VO-PW/X50501/~{f) 

COL F-CAPILLUPO,USAF,VO-PW,(HF 

J-1~ 
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SUMMARY: SOURCE PROVIDES LIMITED BACKGROUND ON 42 FORMER SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS CAPTURED IN THE 19bOS, MOST RELEASED FROM 

PRISON BY 1982· 

TEXT: 

THE MAJORITY OF COMMANDO PAROLEES AT THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA 

{KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM}, THANH PHONG PRISON, WERE AMONG THE FIRST 

COMMANDOS CAPTURED IN THE EARLY 1960S, PRIMARILY PRIOR TO 1964· 

SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING BACKGROUND ON COMMANDOS FROM THIS 

EARLY GROUP OF COMMANDOS MOST OF WHOM ARE PAROLEES. 

1· NGUYEN VAN NGO {NGUYEENX VAWN NGO} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1962- A 

PAROLEE AT THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN 1980. 

2. DO THUONG {DDOOX THUWOWNG} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1962-63· A 

PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1980-

3- NGUYEN VAN CUONG {NGUYEENX VAWN CUWOWNG} - DECEASED FROM TB 

IN 1972 AT PHO LU PRISON {AKA CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 AKA LAO CAI 

PRISON}. CAPTURED IN 1960S IN A TEAM WHICH INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAN. 

{NGUYEENX VAWN TAAN}. {TAN WAS LOCATED AT THE GALANG REFUGEE CAMP, 

ID, IN 1985-} 

4. DOAN PHUONG {DDOANF PHUWOWNGJ} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1962. A 
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PAROLEE RELEASED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 1981. 

s. NGUYEN VAN HING {NGUYEENX VAWN HINH} - COMMANDO RADIO 

OPERATOR CAPTURED IN EARLY 1960S. A PAROLEE RtLEASED FROM THANH LAM 

CIRCA 1981- .. FLED VIETNAM BY BOAT AND CURRENTLY RESIDING IN HOLLAND· 

6· NONG VAN.NINH {NOONG VAWN HINH}- CAPTURED CIRCA 1962. 

RELEASED CIRCA LATE 1982. 

7· TRAN NGOC BINH {TRAANF NGOCJ BINHS} AKA TRAN SI NGOC iTRAANF 

SIX NGOCJ} - A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE. CAPTURED CIRCA 1962~ 

PROBABLY IN NGHE AN PROVINCE WHILE TEAM LEADER OF HIS COMMANDO TEAM· 

RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP K1, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN 1982· RESIDING IN 

HO CHI MINH CITY, VIETNAM {SRV} IN 1983. 

8· TRAN CAN {TRAANF CAANR} - CAPTURED IN 1962 OR 1963. A 

PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1980 AND RELEASED PRIOR TO 1982· 

9. NGUYEN HUU DA {NGUYEENX HUWUX DDAX} - DIED AT PRISON T-52 

{AKA HA TAY PRISON} CIRCA 1978 FROM ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING. 

OTHER TEAM MEMBERS INCLUDED NGUYEN VAN TAP {NGUYEENX VAWN TAAPJ} AND 

NGUYEN VAN HUU {NGUYEENX VAWN HUWUX}. 

10. NGUYEN VAN TY {NGUYEENX VAWN TYF} - CAPTURED EARLY 1960S. AT 
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PHO LU PRISON DURING 1972-73- A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1980 AND 

RELEASED PRIOR TO 1982· 

11· DINH MINH LUNG {DDINH MINH LUNG} - CAPTURED EARLY 196QS. 

TEAM LEAD~R, TEAM "RAMOS". 

12· DEO VAN PHOOM - iDDEOF VAWN PHOM} - PAROLED FROM THANH LAM 

CIRCA 1980. 

13· LO VAN PHIEN {LOF VAWN PHIEENS} - PAROLED FROM THANH LAM 

CIRCA 1980. 

14- TAO VAN LUNM {TAOF VAWN LUN} - PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 

1980-

15- LO VAN TUN {LOF VAWN TUN} - IMPRISONED IN SUB-CAMP K1, THANH 

PHONG PRISON IN AUG 82· 

16· LEO VAN SAI {LEO VAWN SA!} - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1980· 

17. DEO VAN HOM {DDEOF VAWN HOM} - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP K1, 

THANH PHONG PRISON, IN FEB 82-

18. LO A PHIEN {LOF A PHIEENS} - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 1980· 

19. LUONG VAN SO {LUWOWNG VAWN SO} - A PAROLEE AT THANH LAM IN 

1980-

20. LO VAN GION {LOF VAWN CHUWTS} - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP K1, 
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THANH PHONG PRISON, IN 1982· 

21· LUONG VAN THOM {LUWOWNG VAWN THOM} - RELEASED FROM SUB-CAMP 

K1, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN 1982· 

22· LE.VAN KINH- {LEE VAWN KINH} FROGMAN CAPTURED WITH NGUYEN 

VAN TAM· RELEASED FROM K1, THANH PHONG, IN 1982. 

23· NGUYEN VAN TINH {NGUYEENX VAWN TINHS} - RELEASED 1983· 

INCARCERATED AT SUB-CAMP K1, THANH PHONG PRISON, IN AUG 1983· 

24. NGUYEN VAN THU {NGUYEENX VAWN THUS} - MEMBER OF A COMMANDO 

GROUP UNDER NGUYEN HUY LAN {NGUYEENX HUY LAANl WHICH SURRENDERED AT 

CON CUONG. THU DID NOT VOLUNTARILY SURRENDER. PAROLED FROM THANH 

LAM PRIOR TO 1982· RESIDING IN HO CHI MINH CITY {HCMC}, SRV IN 

1983- IMPRISONED ONCE IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM WHEN CAPTURED DURING 

ABORTIVE BOAT ESCAPE ATTEMPT. 

25. NGUYEN HUY LAN - COMMANDER Of COMMANDO GROUP WHICH 

SURRENDERED AT CON CUONG. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN 1982· RESIDING 

IN THE NGA BA ONG TA AREA OF JCMC IN 1983. 

26. HOANG CUNG {HOANGF CUNG} - AT CENTRAL PHO LU IN 1972-73. 

PAROLED FROM THANH LAM· 

27. HOANG THU {HOANG THUR} - AT PHO LU IN 1972-73. PAROLED FROM 
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THANH LAM· 

28· NGUYEN DU {NGUYEENX DUJ} - AT PHO LU IN 1972-73· PAROLED 

FROM THANH LAM· 

29· NGUYEN HOA {NGUYEENX HOAF} - AT PHO LU IN 1972-73· PAROLED 

FROM THANH LAM· 

30· TRINH VAN TRUYEN {TRINH VAWN TRUYEENJ} - AT PHO LU IN 1972-

73- PAROLED FROM THANH LAM. 

31· NGUYEN VAN THUONG {NGUYEENX VAWNTHUWOWNGJ} - DIED AT PHO LU 

CIRCA 1975-76-

32- NGUYEN VAN CHAU {NGUYEENX VAWN CHAAU} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1963-

64. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 1980. 

33. NGUYEN VAN DONG {NGUYEENX VAWN DDOONG} - CAPTURED EARLY 

1960S. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 1980. 

34- NGUYEN VAN LO {NGUYEENX VAWN LOF} - CAPTURED EARLY 1960S. 

PAROLED FROM THANH LAM CIRCA 1980. WAS IMPRISONED FOR SOME PERIOD 

WITH FORMER COMMANDO MOC A TAI, CURRENTLY A RESIDENT OF CALIFORNIA-

35. NGUYEN VAN CHAT {NGUYEENX CHAATS} - DECEASED AT PHO LU 

PRISON. 

36- SUI AN {8UIF AAN} - POSSIBLE FORMER NATIVE OF NAM DINH· 

...... 
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CAPTURED CIRCA 1962. IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT PHO LU, QUYET TIEN, 

T-52, AND THANH LAM. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN 1981· 

37. DINH VAN CHUC {DDINHF VAWN CHUCS} - MEMBER Of A COMMANDO TEAM~ 

COMMANDED BY {LNU/MNU} MINH AND INCLUDING NGUYEN VAN CAU {NGUYEENX 

VAWN CAAU}. CAPTURED CIRCA 1964· IMPRISONED SUCCESSIVELY AT QUYET 

TIEN {PRE-1972}, PHO LU {72-73}, QUYET TIEN {POST-1973}, TUYEN QUANG 

{1977}. TRANSFERRED TO T-52 {1978}. PAROLED FROM THANH LAM IN 1981 

OR 1982-

38. NGUYEN VAN TUNG {NGUYEENX VAWN TUNGF} - POSSIBLY FROGMAN 

NAMED TUNG A PAROLED AT HANH LAM IN 1980. 

39. LO VAN COM {LOF VAWN COWM} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1963 OR 1964-

ETHNIC T'AI. ~AROLED EARLY 1982. 

40. LANG VAN DUC {LANGF VAWN DDUCS}- CAPTURED CIRCA 1962., AT 

PHO LU IN 1972-73. PAROLED FORM THANH LAM· 

41. PHAM QUANG CANG - {PHAMJ QUANG CANGJ} - CAPTURED CIRCA 1964. 

PAROLEE STILL AT THAN LAM IN.AUG 82-

COMMENTS: BACKGROUNDS PROVIDED BY THE SOURCE WERE IN RESPONSE 

TO QUESTIONS BASED ON PARTIAL ROSTER OF FORMER COMMANDOS PROVIDED 

TO DIA/VO-PW BY FORMER COMMANDO AI AM. tC-
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INSTRU: u.s. NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW2 

APPR: FRANK CAPILLUPO, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 

WARNING: N/ A 
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~f-f~UCAtlON CAMPS I~ SCUtfi AND NORTH VIETNAM. ~IS 
tfljAflLITY HAS NCT PFEN ESTABLISHEt. 

~t!I"~AFY: THIS IS A STONY BFI.CH RBPCRT. TillS 
i.EICF.l .l'hCV.I.t~S,.;INl'ORMATION CONCEF.NlN~ RE~ED,UCATION !·· 

__ ::~~·:;~.:~~~~ .. :~~~-~:~~~~~~~1.:~~~:~~~~.~~~~-.~~~~~-~:=~~~~ .. ~---
\ .. d !'l: 1. IN JUtH 1980 SCURCl: ~.'AS 

·~~:'hS:Fif,~.t.!J :FJ.OM liE-EDUCATION VINH PHU, 'IAN UP CMa·, ~ 
3 

~1{)_ 
\I:·Ii:-;.;·u P_i.CVINCE //CECCCOJiD c120N 10!?25F./I TO tiC} Lf Qlb ·-·-·· 

· ftF .. -ttliCi<'l'lON CAMP 'IHANH PHCNG, THANH f.CA fROVINCF. " • ;_-----
1 ;:;F.CCCOF.D g__0eeN 10~-t?E II. NVN •. WHEP.I HE tAS HELD · -,,+J (1..:0"2.//'t 0 
L:·.Ul CC'ICB!P. l~&~ •. 'n-EDtCA'IION CAMF Tl!INH PHOt~C, V' J-1 r 
H:J.:~Il liC . .A. ilAS SUEORDINATE TO Tni> ~:INJSTRY OF INTE?.NP.L 
iFlPI~~ (3C NOI VU). !HE CAMP PO BOX NUMBER ~AS NCT 
F I U!. LID. AliCUND THE .TIME ~OtlliC E WAS TF.t~NSFH'TIED It~ 
CC'ICL!fi 196~ TFE CAMP kAS ACCORDING TC BiARSAY 
~UiChfiNATEI tJRECTLY ·Tc THAN~ HOA PROVINCE PUELIC 
SICUF.l TY. 

11~ L10?15 AUG b?· 

• 'i\ 
j 

I. 

'i ,~ 
c 

. -

. '':.· ~· ... :::-::··! 
~·. I.UCJI.'l' lC~: IH.'-t:I.JUC~.'l'ION. CAMl' ··rp.ft.~l! .. :·. . ,·. -;_. 
I I. cr;t; , 'I' J:~.l\ h llu/, wAS liP PP.O>:I MATF.LY 120 K ll.OM !'lt,~\ . ·. ~:;:;..::·. 
·,·.r::·t Ci 1h:·.N!! Jl(;~. CITY 1/CXQCOORP 194FN 1054.6t'/./~· 'l'I!E ··rrfid: 
L'H!' \•AS td·HO>:IMA1'[L'i 2~ KlLCME'l'ERS·H\CM TliE L/!QTIMI 16·"- ;:·: .. 
l:Oi·CU.. .At 111Ci.JGH TRAVEl TC Tl!I CAMP WJ..S I!Y f:OAD Si.1 1Jl.CE · : .. · 
CGULD NOT [·ROVJDE MCRt PRECISI LOCATIONAL lNlC~MiTICN. 
iJE ::l:CHUt 'II!A1' 'l'HE CA~:P ~;AS NEAR· A TiiVEJ.: CALLEn'. (CH~G 
CHJ..t~G. U;C'l lCUNIJ IN EITHER GAZE1'EER 0~ MAP .· .. 
~~JEEfNCIS), AI\V ~p~ SURROUNDlD BY rOUN'IAINCUS TFflAlN. 

' 
~: . C f.f1 P ORGAN I Z A'l'l CN : THANH Pf. 0 !~G CAMP.:~·: . 
tr::.tLIHi llii:EF Sll~-C.A~IPS, l:l, K2 AND Y.:3. SU.i!-CJl.M1<· 
\di·~ :·.J-CllJT ~Kt-: /d"ART. SUI:-CAMPS 'l.iER!CF V};fi'! SHlP.J.i· 
CC~:J·ij,:.,C'l'lC~ Cl BPMEOO AND 't.'COD. EACH 'YiAS SIJPEODrH;f.D 
3Y I~ l'.id!'if:'U:h c~- },'1' LEAST H]REE 'fiOO:PEN ,J!:NCt:S, Hil:. 
cc:;·:J\IiH:~ 1'~.N rc~;s OF PF:ISONRf. HUTS~·::A _"CI.INIC'· ,·.:'A;H I. 
CCiC~.-J:CUSJo. r:l Hl:l.D SEVERAL nUNDEF.D:··.:· ·· ."::: . 
POtl'ilCJ:LIJ·:f.-H~UCATION P.RISONF.RS FROM.:THE SOUTII, ·.ff'i[! 
APF~CXIrATiLY 150 CCMMON CRIMINALS FKCM 1HE NORTH~ K2 
fllV fCHMEfi $CU1H VIETNAME~E SPF.CiiL.iCRCES (BJI1~KlCH} 
PBlSO~F~S CA~'IUEED EEFOnE 1975 AND'NO~THEfN CfilMI~AL 
l'RlSGtd:nSi K3 liELD CNLY NOR'l'HEI\N CRIMINAL PRISONF.'iS. 
CAI:iiF EOUSES AND HEADc;UAJlTERS WEI\E OU'l'SIDE Tf.r. ::. 
PLi.Ir1t.'JEn. 'fliE PRODUCTION AJlEAS WEI<E UNDER DE.VEL.OH .. .E.N1 
lN TIT SUf!hCUN~ING ARFA. ··"' .:.· 

.. . 
4. O'J'll!i:P. THP.NE HOP. CM1PS:. IN .AVDITION i.o 
1 r. ldi PIIONG CAMP SOUP.CE HEI:F.D OF OTHER THANH HOA ~: 
Ph VINC~ CAMPS iNCLUDING THANH LAM AND'THANH CHUC~G.· 
AL !iC:IJGii E1 JilC NCT RECALl. A NUMBER JSSOCIAT~~D ~·f-11· 
'IIi Tl.M\1! PIIO;·IC CAI'IP, HE F.!CALL'Et THAT .THE 'IHANP. ·:.Ciil.IONG. 
C I. I' :~· f,S F: t.J' Hip· D TO AS CAMP NUf'.EER 6 :·· ··.'I HEliE W J,S~ f, L$G 
A i:=:c 1J1L lllSCIPLlNE CAMP. HE WAS UNABLE 'l'C LOCA:U'r· l.~l'l 
C} THE~E C'MP~. . . .~: 

... C/d:J'i~ CONSISTED CI ABOU'l' 100 ARMED .. ~:. 
Clfi~. AD~INI~1hATION AND INDOCTRINATION SECTIO~~~ 
CP~~ CAD~£ INCLUDFD: 'lHUY, CA~P LEADER, ~~LICl : 
LI ~lJ'lio::-J/~NT CCI.O:-JEL, REASSJGNF.D FROM RE-EDUCATION ·.t.t.r·ll' 
Vlldi I"IIU TA~ LAP. OF.IClNALLY HIOM THANH HOA . 
P ii C V I N Cr.: ; VI N I! , SF. CUR I '1' Y S r C T I 0 N C F. I E F , · · 1 L T , N A 'H YJ. 0 Y 
n; f.,..; H t:o A • 

.11 ~( . 21 ~?15 'J.Uv E'? 

. ~ ·. . .. : . . ,. .. 
~··i 

·.' 

;. 

-:::··t 



··• PJiJSCNERS INCLUDfD l'CRt'.F;F SvU1'f1 VIFT~Mt::::r: 
C I ·~ 1 L 1 i·.l; L } ll C lA L S , M I Ll T A l. Y • N A '1'1 0 N .a. l P 0 L 1 C ~ , AN ll 

. U.'!FC.Lll.:, l·.r.OH:STANT AND BUtl'lliST Mli.I'l'AF.Y CH/•.PLAIN~ 
hh[ ~iLIGJOUS FIGURES. THE HIGHEST NUMlEk C} SCOT~ 
','JE'lliP.f'i~l.. PRISONE?.S ~AS ~:.AS f50, AND 'l'Hf. LO~a;ST NU!·.::t.J·; 
·, ;_ ~ :.c. BY CCTCBER 1982 ALL ~.EF.I.. MOVED 'l'C CAMP ~~ NCI.I 
·1 I \ !i r r c n ~ c J: • 

F~O~lKANT PHISONE~S I~CLUtfD: NCO A~H 
, FCF~ff PR!SIDENT OF TEE SUPHEMt COU}T AND 
S1JI~'i 1I?.ECTOli Ci' ·CUSTOMS; 'l'f;UONG VI Tf,I, NA'riOhAL 
~~lY~h~. SAIGCN; NGUYEN LG~G GIAC, NATIONAL 
~fLi~f~. VINH LCNG PnOVI~Cii LE VAN 1HAN, NA1IO~hL 
Cti L<. 'Ji:Cr\G LUA'l', COLCNEL, J'ORME!t :&/,~ ~i£ 'i'HUO'I· 
Lh.:r CLIU; IIUYEN HUU VUC, MAJOR, CA'l'EOLIC 
:A I:; . 

c. ACCORDING TO PP.lSOf~ERS 't.'l!C IiAC ARI\lVFD 
f ; ! IF l 'IE.E 'I'P.ANif PHONG CAf"'iP «AS COMPLETED 1 N 1913~ 
J. iili·: 0 A VIETNAMESE GO\'EFNMENT PLt.N 'l·O JU:I.OCA'l'£ 
! 1 :::C:'Ti:F.i;:~ PPISCrJEP.S IN TliAT AfiEA TC' ESTABLISH A 
CfliC~IC:. n:.EA. SOUf.CI !:lLIF.VF.D TP.A'l TP.E PLAN ~lAS 

· .-I~SuCctSS1 t.:l. At\D 'tJ.S NEVER COMPLf.TED. PUSONERS 
~r~F DI\'l~ED INTO ~RODUCTION 'IEAMS AND PRISONEfi 
t;~c~ ~~S CSEt lOB lA~D CLEAClNG, WOO£ CUTTING, AND 
~ C :-. 1 C t I L 1' U t.J.. L PLANT 1 N G AN D DE \i Lt. C PM F. N 'l' . '1 P. ~ W 011 Y. D P. Y 
I:~'FJ-i..GHi EJGH'l '10 'l'.EN liOUP.S tiTH A ONE HGUH DJ;~JH: 1\'r 
i;ccr:. 5LI,J.P.YS 'fEF.l DlVCT?:D '1'0 RE-EtUCATICN T/o.S~:s, 
l:YGE:;r, ~J..:\11'A'l'ION ANt "sOCIALIST LAliCR'· ,ADDITICNAL 
kC~~ /i~U~D,!H! .CAMP. PFISO~ERS WEEE ALLCWFD EOLIDA!~ 

·~~e;j; ..if.l~LA;..:Yol1, LUNAR f.4Et YEAR, 11AY 1 .H\D SEPTJ:r.EER 2. 

... • ~ 0 f 0 Ji ;; I G ~ D F L! G A T I 0 N S V I S I T ED THE CAMP 
i,Uj:lf,G '!nE 1-E!IICD SCUF.CE w.AS l!.ELD THERE. TO HIS 
t.r.Cf.Lf!:Gi:. t~C AMERICANS Cn ICRFIGNERS •,·E.RF. hELD IN 
~~~ CA~f ~~IL! HE WAS THEtF NOR DID EY HEAR ANY 
!-L:-'C..hS J.tl.EL:::ING THE l'RISi.NCt. Of ANY M'iEldCANS. Yi"illi.l. 
l:Flt IN 'II:.E TliANH PHCNG CAr'P ~OUF.CE SPOKE TO ~EVEPAL 
J(:H'.rn :.0U1ll VIE'l'NAMF.SE ~PECIAL !'O.RCES Pl;ISCNF.RS 'i.HU 
i,;: ~;rir; CAi''IURED ~EFOJ1E 1975. 'HF.SF. Ff.ISCNEf:S ~'Eh~ 
: i: :. L ~:l;i--CAMP r.2 AND ~·r.f.E 'li-U~TEES IN 1'HP.'l' 1'EEY 

i· C~T~ltl T~E C'~p PiCPt• EUT WEFE NCT UNDEP AK¥ 
...... 'Iid~F PnlSOIH:RS OCCASIONALLY VISl'fFD OTH.H 
.~.::.~.;.;C11C:I 'Ii.A~S IN Tt:E FII..LDS AND SOURCE :BF.CAME 

( ··:~Lr.li\lill ~I'IT Si.VERAL. CNE, A SPECIAL FOtCF.~ SOLl•H:F 
. r.l~rt· r;~;~:ytN VINll QUANG, TOlD OI HO'fr' IURING ~-HF. l'r:I:ICI: 

i:iCi·!. 1S7~; El 'liAS HELD PRISCNER TCGE'l'IJ},P. 'dT!l AMER!CJo.N 
rl~·Ci~iF ~. !:OU~CE DID NCT LEAltN TP.E YtAl:~ CT: 
CCI.'i ICr;;;, !~GUYEN \'ltlH ~UJ.NC ~:AS ABOUT ~.~ AT THE 'I'l:"·: 
CLhCi. ~ii..1 Hit', IN 1981. C(UANG HAD BEFN CI!P'l'UT:!~D JN '!'I:F: 
S~l·~ LlFINC lN CP!RATICN BY SOUTH VlETN~MESE SPECIAL 
O~C~~ I~'I0 NC~tH VIETNA~ ~hEN HI·~AS ONLY 15 OR 19. 
1 IEL~ COM~iN1: SCURCE ~OTRD !HAT ~C EIS ~NCWLEC3E SCCH 
~i~~Tl0NS Hit BtiN CARRIFD CUT IN 1962, 6~, 64 AND 
~ .• CtA:JG 't:AS RELFASF.D '1'0 PF.Ttll\N 1'0 ~'l!E SOU1'li 1 N 
U.·l. 

·; ( . (FIELD COMMlNT: QUANG H~D TOLD SOUPCE 

F/'.!. 210'i'15 AUC l:'i' 

' ~· 
j ,/11 

·.· .. .. •'' 

'II J··i I} li F J.\} f; \\ FH I A.EL~ 'I 0 GO THE UIH Ti:P ~'l'A'!'F.~.-·1: :-: 
H.~.-t,. Ll ~·CI.li::t ~i!f:'l' IJF.: KN£~.' 'l'C AMERICJ,N tdJ'l'liOl~ITI.~S. 
~:.Oi:i·.l~ I" COUlL: Pli'C\' lllf; NO }URThE.R INFOP.t-'IATI'CN 
CO~c~·J ~l~G ~UAhG'S ~HFhEABCUTS, OR ANY FUPTEIP : 
L·E.!:. C i· I 1 1'1 Gr~. 1: E t\O'l'FD THAT "UANG MENTIONED HA VI N~ 
I!f.l:i I:Hl' J-!il~CN:F 'd'l'P. .AMF..RICANS BEFCR:E 197::'., :Bli.T .. 
H:l.·~. ;·:(; CU.J:·; o· ;,t.;y KNO'A'LI:DGE OF LIVING J.r.ERIC/•.fJS.-
1.} ~ ;: : · ·: li A '1' r J.. ·r r. ) . · ;·: 

CC!·r··:~~;~::.: 'lHIS IS 'l't:E. l'OURTH REPCP.'l' l'I:t;M;'. 
~(;t:r•CF. ~Clr.C~. 't.f..S COOPlRA'l'lVE AND CCNSIS'l'/'I~T DUR-·1:,;;.~ 
l;l~ f S'J· I CN! :'~G. 
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Fi'l£1. s. HCifMANtJ, COL~ us}.; ··rM CHIEP. 
TC ~CLLO~: ENCLOSURE 1: ·.SCVRCE ·~ 
!.CCr.1'ICt\ SY.E'l'CH F·E-EDUCATION·CAf',p 1'E/(~L 
I'ECIG, TfiANY. F.C.A. TO Br..· !CR'A'!IHDED 'l'o·::lJJt, 
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THtS IS AN IN'OI'IAAYION IEP'Oif, HOf 'fNALU' fVAtUATlO JH7flUGfNCI 

Jtf~RT HO. 

OA.TE OISTR. .:!7 July 198~ 

REPORT CLASS 

COUNTRY 

SUBJECT 

001 

SOURCE 

. Viet.~'USSPJEastnn &lrope/lnter:\ational 

Reports m Econoa:l.C, Public Health, 'ti.litary, Rf-.-Education ~s, a."ld 
Other CJnditions in the Socialist Republic of \"ietnaD (SR',") 

April 1975 - Oec~r 1983 

. D A -r A' which obtained the infonaation fro:~ w 
debri~fi.n, cf Viet.1a1ntse refutees 

'ttXT: Avail~le in the OCR toc:urznt Servi~ Divisicn a~ 0091~ cf rep:xrt.s p:~red 
by ~ich obtained tr.e infom.ation fc-:R the ~ief~ 
of several Vi.et:l\satse refugees. Suallries of theM briefings ~ as tollcws: 

A. As of early 1982. the OlO ~ l:&fect1ous Dbe&Ma lt:l&pital ot Ho au M1M Cit"J 
(IOC), SfrJ, ws q-.erated by OXton Tran ~ U'thln1)), ant Tran 'Ihi U ~)). Di~...or aA:t 
Dep.tty, re&pe-:tively. &:>th ~tA lllmbtn of ~ eo-mist Party. 'lbtre ue JR'.'l'OXiDtci~· 
40 doc:ton, 200 r~. ard ~ ad:linistrative staff personnel. £)(~~ for fh~ Dor1:J pe-r 
day fcx food, All treatllent u free of charge. 'lbe hcepitAl Reeiws' drugs ftc. ~ ~ 
~, &."'S East 0tt'!IWK1Y I vi th OCCASional aid fraa ooca. '!Oday' t. .. hoepi tal hu .sewre 
linancill restraints, ~idl lwt treatment t:> diaeases sud'. as placJle, dnlf!ra. IZ.lSles, 
and intestinal a:r.pllints. '%tle rq::ulace CCNi6nes the hospital c:ne of tt~ better a1es; 
~r. i:1 1983 sewra.l children died as the reaalt 0: f.Wty drur:;s frcr. ft.r.9ary. 
(llea(.quar~rs Ca:r.IE:'\tl At tte SSN, !let rate u. S. $1.00 equals nina S!N o:rq.) 

9. As o! Oetd:ler 1983, ~ lntematic:nal SeaDen•& Cl\.il \aU operated by SIUFCH.\.'0), 
\ott:ich sexv1ces .111 fo:-e1gn w·ssels visit.iRJ tt-.e Plct't ot SAi.cJon. "'tle hHd of SH!.COW40 
is Senior CClcnel lA 'fnr9 (I Tin) J, of the flleq)le•s ArmJ of V1e~ (PAW), #.~ a nerDK 
of the Cam:inist Party. In 1983, bladanarbt ICtivities 1ecJ to the tAOint:en: of 
Hr. (LNU) ((G:.au,)) and Mr. lilli) ((Tr~D:J)), u manaqer and ~istant asnager, ~ct.ivel:'· 
'!bey \~!ere trained in the Sc:Niet U'\icn, am Mr. G1au .peeks R.lssi&n fluently. '!be Ser.lr.•s ! Club offers restaurants, :nassage, and a nightclub. lt is the cnly place in~ in ..ticn 
visiting sea'71en a. ... allCM!d to visit freely, hc:Never, n:)Vie~ are pemitt.ed 11\Si.dt:. ! b Public security Service CPSS) closely ~"H the club, to cont.t'O! w c.b.wr-~ clue 

1 
ert'loyees, c.nd tD C}at.ner !ntE'lllqence frc~~~ visiting seNnen. 
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c. i\s of ~y l983, tr.e n:u 1)Jc tqncultut.·al Collcqc in HC.'\C tot.aUoo €.00 
Vietnamese students. North Vietnamese, IJ.'\o ~re brought to t.'le south to 
!t.udy, wre educated at the fourth t,;nivt!rsity of f.qriculture, also located at 
Thu DJc. ~·!V~et arrl ott:er E.latem Bloc adv\.sots instruct at the University. 
Graduates oomplete their education with additional training in the Soviet 
Union, Hungary, a.rod East Cet"'l\any, before teinq qivP.n Held asslgrvnents. 

o. 1\...:. •:>f 199), the Unipac Cannery 'tola& located oo Nguyen L\Jy Street, in the 
8th Olstrlct. of HeM::. The total wot"X force '-~rises 210 eJ;Vloyees, ..mose 
prOOucts lnclude caMed fish, meat, ard fruit. Supplies are usually 
suff1'Cient to produce 7C,OOO cans every 24 hours. All machinery is of 
Brlt.ish Nnufacture ard pce-1975. e:-ploymcrit is difficult to obtain, .lnd the 
political work records :f prospectiv employees are checked carefully. 
Approximately 10 ptrcent of the staff are Northern Vietnaroese. "lllere are ro 
cx:M£~ advleol"S attached to the factory, but it is visited ~egulary 'ay SoY\.et 
~ tast Getman technicians. The wlk of the eXJ:Ort is sent to the Sovl~t 
Unlon, East Cerr..any, and YugoslAvia. Vi~lton to the ~t)' fraD these 
c:ount:ries are often acoorpanied by ~\adam Nguyen 'Ihl ( (Hoa) J, a North Vletnamese 
and Oeputy/Asslst.ant to the Minister for Food. 'nle VLetnamese Ccmwnist Party 
(Vi«:P) 1s reptesent.ed tn the cannery 'c1f a ractoty Labor ~ion. 'It.is Union 
ptoYidee ~ial w financial assi.stM<:e, and meA~bershlp ls advantageous in 
pranot1ons and salary 1'-tards. 1l1e rrajorlty of the residents in the O'.olon 
01sctr1ct. of JOe an ot Onnese ethn1c ori91n aro there is a great deal of 
discriminatlon against these Chineae. 

E. As of 1983, the O)ttage ~aving tus1nesses in OCMC were forced into 
colle<:t1ves. A busines.s utUl'Zinq seven rMchlnes, two of the coarse vari.ety 
tOC' blweta and hve close weave, oould produce 400 bla."\keta and 500 meters of 
sUlt cloth tad'l rronth. ~ ... ~r, each bJsi.ness is only pemitted or.e loatt, 
!0 rw ateda.la and ex':.ra lcc::ms nuat. be p1rchased frm middlemen at the rate 
of 1200 ~ per kUo of ootton. tt ~s ~st \mated that cottage industries 
pc'Oduce 90 to 9S ptrcen:! of all ~en r.o.atedals on non-offlc1al L~. 

r. 0\ JO AprU 197~, the destroyer Ttan Khanh D.l NO. HQ04 of the SOUth 
Vietnerbaae Navy was rroored at the 8ach Dang "hart 1n saigon f"r an overhaul. 
At. the same tllne, the fcLqate 'niatn t~ Lao NO. HOl5 Cex-<.5 B.stn!t Class -·.,.liD: 
374) waa aleo nrx>red at the t«lart. thOU9h in 01..-ed of repairs, the HQlS ~ 
1110n operational than HI~04. -me off leers ~r-.1 crew of both vessels were 
depleted, r.eny having !.l~ 'lltt. .. .arn e~. ~ ~~L on anott'.i!r ~tb Vietnamese navy 
ve~sel of the ex- US"50l-ll52" ClASS (lSTl. n.o days before the arrival of the 
People's Acny of Vletn&~ (PAVN), the r~alning offtcers and crew were ordered 
to disperse to thtLr ha:~es. tn June 19&3, HQ04 ,...,s still IJXX)red at til>. :.1me 
naval atatlon. lt 'loeS rot seen to p.1t out to se<J t-et~n 1974 and 1983. S 
~ver, the H015 had bl:-en extensively refitted .m1 r.P.qUlaty patro!.led the • 
-..eteu between K:M:, ca Nang, ard Can Panh Bay. 1· 10, this ve&sel was l 
equipped with a Sovi~t misail~ system and test :~ 2 
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c. As of 19e3, the ~2\a 8e ~tal :.Orlcs loc.Jted in tt.e t...'n of :~.1 Be, 
tee, ~loyed aPfroxi:nately .l-:'0 persons. Nguyen Van ( (J<hiem) ), a nortl':ern 
\~et.ncrnese and ll'efT'bcr of t.~~ Viet:-.ar~se Ca:nunist Party (\tO), has been directo!:' 
of t..~ factory si:'lC'e 1975. His Deputy Oi.rector is Ly Van ( (I:u::xX';l) ), a Sout:J':er.t 
Viet.na~:e~ and ~r of the Co:nlnist Youth League (CYL). en. ~ivity 
is supervised t7t ~-en var. (!Ciao)), a sou~rn Vietnani!Se. 'l'he o.odcers 
~ cx:T.flelled to atte!'\d these meetif»9s. 'Ihere \eS a general.ssatisfaction 
at the f.actory because of 101 vages1 a uilloo \.Qrker received 135 I:Xln:J ard 
an \.1\ST.illed \Od~er 65 IXn:J eadl ::mt.~. 'there are five sections of the 
factory, '-him enploy a few skillEd \!Orkers c.rxl 7n?J'tj larorers. Pnxb:ts 
~111 nenufactured inclu6e sparlt plugs, pistons, and steering 1oot'.eels. 
i\ll p~ IIJJ:St te sold to the Khanh tt:>i Metal CCI:pany, -.tlic::h provides 
materials ~SS4t"/ for prcduction. All aerc:tunhse exceediD:I the ~ta is 
aold CX'\ thE bladt JM.rket. In 1982, the Hitlistcy of National ~tense .warded 
the fac-.ory a rontrac: lor 7.62 ma c:artridr]e cases. 'l'he factory fulfilled 
this contract fer SOOC: c.!Jsings eac'J ::Dnth for 200,000 D::lng, and the 
oontract is rene-..-ed every three nmt.'ls. In 1979, a."ld a~]ain in 1980, tte 
factory ~ visited bY two Soviet officals. 

H. As of 198), l.lrler the land r"'!forms launct.ed by tr.<: c.atr.cnist authorities 
at :he I:Xxlg Nai pf:)Vir~Ce in 1975, all land o.r.e:-s witr. rore than ~ acres were 
rec:;u!~ to ~roer t.~ir land to ~ <}O'Iemuent. Since that time, faD:Jers have 
res1sted all atterpts at •conectivizatioo• an:! ir.provement by the 9(Wetrment. 
l'ertiluer inported frm ~ Soviet Union is sold at 1200 tx:ng per 50 kilo bag~ 
making it tc:o c:ostly for nust farme:s. ~ntly, O::ln:J Nai was reduced to 
iqx)rting rice to supp:Jrt the fOP,Jlaticn, in exchanc;e for la~ quantities of 
tid:ler t.tlic:h M'!' sent to the SoYiet union. 'nlere are ro reforestratim programs. 

1. l.s of 1983, there we:-e t\olo Nev Econanic Zooes {~) in IX:I1g '%hap p:oyince in 
southern Vietna:r.. 'the first, tD"'g 'lhap Mooi, is situated 20 kilaneters to the east 
of th~ town of !<itn 1\.0nq. D::n] '!hap :u>i was established in 1978, and &~la~ by 
Vietr-.a;rese of Otinese ethnic origin. Fanailies wer-e ociqinally forced to fam the 
ptUVira, h:Jwever, the high salt crntent of the land and ir.e~rience of the 
focmer city ctwe llers res:ll ted in the failure of the zone. 'lhe sec:crd, 
~ ~ Hay, is about 30 Jcilcr.eters t:D t.')e west of Kien 1\J:nJ. It was establi.sr.eC 
in 1979, ard ~r.anJ!nally moce .stJCCeSsf'Jl t.~n txrq 'lbap, it ter.1ains viable. This 
is attributable to the fact that tt.e settlers \fere c:::hosen Cl\ a wluntary basis, 
and had a knoliledqe of far:niDJ techniques. 

J. As of ti::W'er!Oer 1983, tM J250 l.D}istics Battalion was based at the junction 
ol t:M roads leading to VUng T.lU and Long nwvt in 1D¥J Nai pr'()vinc:e. '1!-.e 
J250 Battalion ccr.sists of K6, K4, and JO with a special urut, '1'285, attaclled 
to tt,e batt.Jlicn to 3l!fply tnnspc:tation ard supplies to PAV.~ troops in s 
7.a1pJc:he~. ~rale ..a~ l3t~ due to 1~ wsqes a."X! JX)Or living c:onditims. 4 
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K. As of 198), the Proj•?=t Plar.ntng Institute lPPt), a subonHnata 0-!p.lrtment of 
the Phu l<hanh PrOvincial C·~struction Office, was located at 2i To Uien 'tl\.lnh Str<!et, 
ln Nha Trang C' ty. ~ tn:~t:ltutP. has a staff of 46r thil·ty metlll:flt'R oolo.-.q f'.J> trade 
union organization~, and t~..elve ot the YQ\IIll:ler staff belcng to the l.'"YL. There ~lre 
five full \tO ~n Lncludill<J 01rector Nguyen ( (Trao)) and Deputy Directors 
Nguyen ( (C)Jy)) ard Huynh QJang ((ltuy)). The puq:ose of the PPl is to carry out 
feaslbi\ ity 'ltudiea of aH ;->lans prop:lsed ~ the <)I'>Vet'TV1'ent of Phu l<hanh. Sane ot 
the more reeent stutlies thi:! F-Pl has undertaken include weather torecastinq 
facUltles a~ N'\a Ttang, t·.r.> child caA centers w1th a capacity for ')()()0 dtildnm, 
and the tlha Trang poor hou!le. Materials such as steel and cement care frequen~ly 
lr.plrtect frm the SOviet U'lion. 

L. 1\5 of 198), the Agr1·:Ultural 1'\achiMryResearch and Developnent Centre (.\\lFLC) 
in ..:X was sutx>r'dlnate to the Oepart:Jr.ent fot' 'l't!chnical F.quipnent or the Ministry of 
.&qr1cult.ure. 'n'le d:ljecth'o!!9 of t:h~ Center are to <:any oot. mechanical ~aisal and 
Held acJricult.ural machinery ard to resea~ch, dest.qn, and c~oate machinery for rico 
cultlv;)tion. ~Center \5 directed hy 't'ran C)Jan9 ((L.at\)), a rortl-..em Vie~se and 
nerrt;)er of the VNCP. n,e !\ections and their functlons a1:13 as follo.~s: 

l.) f\nan<"e Se<:tion - ~l:-.a<J~nt of i.o;CQ!III! 
2.) Tractor Grcxp - :'\an&~nt. of ~chinery 
l.l ~ri.cultucal Ma<:hln!ty Section - Develq:ment of m!Chlnecy 
4.) l"Jec:har:ical Soll-<:ult1vat1or: Sectioo - Cultivaticn of new lands 
s.) Repeir,~¥.aintcnanct!! 5ectlon - Study of ma<:h1ne r»rts wear 
6.) Pattern-Fabricating Fac~ry- Production of patterrs for research 

projects 

H. 'ltle ~ Cc1.1erm.cnt J.qricu\tucal Office i.s located at 176 liai Ba 't'nDl<J Street, 
First ~cinct, IOC, and e:tt>l<Jifl' approxt.Jnately 300 pel·sons throughout the Planrnng, 
Finar.ce, ld:tinl.stratlon, C::nstroct1oo, lclnd ~allocation, 't'echnical Research, Mii'Wtl 
Husbandry, Riot Cult1vatlcr- cmd Plants CUltl.Y.StlOO ~tlons. 'll'le stated objectlves 
ace to Lnplement th~ roUc1es fron the Agr~c:ultural ~hnistry of the Central c.:wer:rment. 
In effect, however, research 1a largely overlooked in t~ interests ot coerc1ng oc 
PJl'Suadl~ fac:mers to lncreasc~ pro:tuctlon to meet hl.qh target levels. Recent ri.ce 
harvests have ~ qood, yet due to h1qh exports, thf.\re are still widespread 
shOrtages. 

H. Gla I'n1r9 Ls located 30 kilanater~ ·\." •• ..:ast of Ka\tum City. 'ltlere a~ a 
serles ol t:e-education cAr.'ES in the area which are designated Kl - ts6. tn L98L 
there were 600 ~L500ets, ~t ot ~ work at 9rowing mantoc and corn. The 
lLving conc:Ht1ons are eL.:~Har to these 1n other ca.~, wi.tll pr i.scnt!rs t~.~· :"1 

for p.lni.s~l!'lent. PoUUcal tralnlng was ooly given u\ days of p>litlcal 
sign i flcance such as Ho Ch 1 Minh 's b i rtlxlay. ~ 
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G2z -$ ~ 'nlaM Phonq re~ucatlon """P " locatod In the !:lu xuan distnct 
ot Thanh n...a province and is e<:mnacded by Lt. r:ol. ~~y~n ( (Thuy) l of tt-.e 
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PSS. n:ere an~ over 2,000 pcisoners, dH male, held in the Ccllr,P ~orhh:h is for­
former South V1etr.a~rese ArmJ IARVN> officers, particulary those with intelligence 
experir'nce. CU'.p rcutlr.e, condlticns ard treat."l'.:!nt .Ut! qenP.rcJlll' the SeW! for all () 
prlsoners. Prleoners are pemltted vlsitors once a month, ha.oever, they at'e not f1, _, JP 
allOII'ed to recei•led II'O~ey, food, or clothing. 'It.e Ha '1\lY!n t:e~tion <=-"'"P t'.olds ~ 
ovel\ 2,000 fanner AR'vN -~fflcers, Mrl ls admlnistered by the People's At:my of 
Vietnam ( PAVN). Tht treatment of pc-isoners 19 similar to that of the 
Thanh ~ a~J'P, but ther~ are croce beatings ard deaths durif'¥} inter:ogations. 
'Ihe Vinh Phu re-education f& is located at tl".e ruse of ctaUa O;an n"JUntaLn 0_ £ .~ 
in [)::)ng Hal proYlnce~ · p ,(/JPr V 

P. As _of Stptesrber 198 2, the 'l'runq Tam Ba Tri. l.Y Wc:Jnen • s Prlson was ~ ~ · 
located ln the center of Ben Tre cLty. The prison was used cnly for wanen 
~daoners, -..h1ch ~red about no. 'These wc:men •.--ere caught attenpting 
to leave Vletnam, .tnd wece u~dsc~~ !oc l.!p t-:> fouC' IOOC'\ths. A.t. any titre 
there t."er-c up to ),000 r:-.ale traneitees 1n the pdson. 

Q. M of S.pt.etll'tle l980, the 1'ien Giang JaU, formerly kncwn as tt-.e 
My ~ Jail, was locat~ in the twcn of the Sc'liOO n.vne. The.:-e are 
approxlr.4te1y l ,000 rn1L ltaty pecsc:-.. -:el an:! c;~l!l:r. criminals l~riscncd 
there. 'Ille jail 11 ron by the C1vil Police, ..no supetVise the prisoners 
in hard labor. ~b poiltlcal instruction is glven. 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

CIA WASHINGTON DC//DDO/EA/VCL// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 

AMEMB SINGAPORE SN 

20,868/DC-2 

SUBJECT: REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE 

REFS: A. DIA MSG 241440Z MAY 85, SUBJ: STATUS Of COMMANDOS 

UNDER DETENTION 

1· 

a. JCRC LNB MSG 250307Z JUL 85, SUBJ: JCRC RPT 85-049 

FORWARDED IN REF A INFORMATION REGARDING THE HEARSAY 

TRANSFER Of FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE {SVN} COMMANDOS FROM THE THANH 

PHONG PRISON TO A MINISTRY Of INTERIOR {MOl} PRISON IN TAN KY 

DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE. NOTED THE PROBABILITY THAT If 

SUCH A TRANSFER OCCURRED IT WOULD BE PROBABLY ASSOCIATED WITH 

CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3, KNOWN TO BE IN TAN KY DISTRICT. THE SOURCE Of 

REF A, FORMER SVN COMMANDO K-1/THANH PHONG CAMP MEDIC, 

DIA/NMIC/VO. 

.. 

SEDGWICK TOURISON/50501/31JUL85/BT 

COL OBERST, USAF . · ;I 
~£"~rr-:-.. 

... I 

~-1 , ... ; 
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-- IDE NT If IE D HIS S 0 U R C E AS A f 0 R MER S V.li ARMY CAPTAIN ~ INITIALLY 

ASSIGNED WITH OTHER RVNAF PWS TO K-2/THANH PHONG. HE WAS ONE ~f TWO 

SVN ARMY OFFICERS TRANSfERRED TO K-1 TO BE THE MOTOR 

MECHANICS/TECHNICIANS fOR PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT THE THANH PHONG 

PRISON COMPLEX. ~~- WAS UNABLE AT THE TIME TO RECALL THE 

NAME OF THE OFFICER. 6~ ASSERTED THIS OFFICER DID HAVE CONTACT 

WITH HIM WHILE BOTH WERE AT THANH PHONG AND CORRESPONDED WITH HIM 

AFTER 5C- WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 

2. IN REF 8 JCRC REPORTED THE INTERVIEW Of A FORMER SVN ARMY 

INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO K-2/THANH PHONG {1979-

80} AND LATER TRANSFERRED TO K-1 {1980-82}. HE WAS WITH THE INMATES 

LATER MOVED IN OCT 82 FROM THANH PHONG TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 3~ NGHE 

TINH PROVINCE, 

3- BASED ON THE CONTENTS OF REF 8, IS INTERESTED IN 

DETERMINING IF SERVED AS A MOTOR VEHICLE MECHANIC ON 

PRISON CAMP VEHICLES AT K-1 AND IS HE THE INDIVIDUAL REPORTED BY 

s~· IF HE IS THE INDIVIDUAL AND IS A FORMER PRISON VEHICLE 

MECHANIC~ HE MAY BE ABLE TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING 
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THE PRECISE LAYOUT, LOCATION, AND CURRENT STATUS OF THANH PHONG. HE 

MAY ALS~ HAVE ADDITIONAL INFORMATiON CONCERNING THE MOI PRISON 

SYSTEM HE COULD HAVE LEARNED FROM PRISON CAMP VEHICLE DRIVERS, STAff 

AND VEHICLE MAINTENANCE DOCUMENTS. REQUEST WE BE KEPT ADVISED Of 

HIS EVENTUAL RESETTLEMENT ADDRESS. 

4. · POC IN DIA IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

. r 
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Intelligence Informa\-1on 

~~~ 
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THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT,. NOT FINAllY EVAlUATED INTELUGENCE 

REPORT NO 

DATE DISTR • . ~f- July 1981 

COUNTRY I ··VIETNAM 

SUBJECT1 RE-EDUCATION CAMPS tN NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM; DETENTION 0~ THOSE 
~C.A_UCHT ~JlYl~~ TO !LEE AS RE~-U~~ES (DOl: 1975 - E~RLY 1981) 

SOURCE·-,- FROM THE DEBA I£PlHG--OP'I" 
Ae PARAGRAPHS 2•la~ A 49-VEAR-OLD FORNER SOUTH 
Vl~THAMe5E ARMY Ll~UT~NAHT CDLON~L ANO PROVINCE 
CHie~ ~HO WAS ARREST~D ay THe COMMUNISTS IN JUNE 

·- 1975 AND fiR OM JUNe. 1976 SPt!NT LONG P~R IODS IN 
SON LA PROVINCE CA~PS CCA~P NO• ONE ANO YEN HAJt 

-V1Nh PHU 'K1) ANO THANH PHONG UNTIL HIS RELEASE 
IN OeC£~8ER 19SOe HE ~SC~P~D BY BOAT IN MID•APAIL 
1911. 
B. PARAGRAP~ 16: A 27-Y~A~OLO VIETNAMESE FAaM , 
YUNG TAU WH9._ ~~T -~~-~ l"'f BAU LAM RI!•EDUCATlON 

~= CA~P• FRON O~CEMBER 1977 UNTIL JANUARY 1980• ~OLLOWING 
AN UhSUCC~SS~U~ 30AT DePARTURE ATT~HPT 0~ ~HlCH ·--

-·.--· ... __,...._:- __ fie; WAS ON~ Of" TH~ ORGANlZitRSe fZOLLOWlNG HIS 

~ 

REL!AS~t H~ 8!GAN TO ORGANIZE A S~COND DePARTURe 
ANO SUCcneo~O IN APRIL 1941e 

~~. PARAGRAPH 13; A a3-YeAA-OLD SOUTH~RN VIETNAM~SE-AHO 
<::.-.;~ ;;·ORMI!R (MP\.CYEE Ofl' .. TH!; HQ CHI 141NH .. ~ITY {HCMC) .. ~AD 

N&HAGi~ENT S~RVICat •HO LE~T Vl~TNAM BY BOAT IN 
. ... . 

· ·· APqtL' 1 981t fiROM RI!L.ATlVES Qpr A JI'QIEHD WHO . 

•AS AAReSTI!D IN ~ARLY 1950 TRYING TO LEAVE 
VlA KA.PUCHEA AND DHO HAS SlNC~ DREN lNT~RH~O Ar _ 
Pi1UOC LOhGe 

OHEe IN YlNH PHU 

0 THANH CA• CAM~S 
Me AND ,cIA. llA.!_. -- • 

~~~~~~a.~INC~• SOUTH V1ETNAMe . 

==- ~-:-..!.!.__ "'-'T-c'ot T10NI .. ·- ~ 
---
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-
COND1TtONS •ERE HARSHeST IN THE YlNH ~HU CAMPS IN NOATH YIETNAMe 
RESULT1Nq IN MANY DeATHS• H!ALTH ANO SANJTAAY ~AClLlTieS WeRe . 
PRIMITIVE lAND LACK O~··ANTlBlOTICS seRtOUS.RELEASED PRISONERS IN·BO CHI MIND 
CJ._tf'X __ ( H~M_d) UNI)_E~~ 'P·so . .JUA 1 sa I CT 1 0~ WKRE I S-SU.eD . THREE.,:. MONTH TEMPORARY 

RESID.EI'I~~ Q~RMIT$ APTeR WHlGH THeY •eR~ AI!QUIRI!D -·TO L£AVE-·THE 
HCMC :AREAe E~D SUMMARYe . - .. -·- . - -

1. ~OLLDWIHG AR~ D~TAILS 0, A NUMB~R D~ RE•EDUCATICN~~~ 
CAMPS~ IN NORT" A~D SOUTH Vl!TNAM AT VAAIOUS·TIMES FRO~- 1976--TO· 
_.RJ..)l_LY: 19Sl-." :-.- .. , \ · -------- ·-r· ... -
NORTH _ V 1 ETt·4AMI 

-· 
-·- 2~ SON LA PROVINCE• NORTH VIETNAM ( 1976-19'77) I ----
AS 0~ 1976•77• NUMeROUS ~ORMER SOUTH VIETNAMeSE ARM~D PORC~S 
OFFICERS ~ERE H~~D IN A COMPL!X OP CA~PS IH·SON LA PQO¥JNCe• 
~EAR THE! LAO·-· .. _/BORDeR • THE COMPL~X tKNDIIN AS I NTE!R•CAMP t I 
\LIEN•TRAl ll)t UNLIKe SUSSeaueNT R~·~OUCATlON CA~PSt CAME UND~A-·. 
THE .CONTROL 0~ THE PeO~LE'S ARMY 0~ VlRTNAM (PAVNJ AND NOT THe 
~UBLlC _!ECURITY.:Ol'l'I~ ~ (_~_S9_)_ ~\AND lNCI.UDeD THI! POL..LO.UIH& 
CA~P$1· --· 

.AJ CAMP NO. CNSI PAtOR· TO lVT~• THIS CAMP WAS US~D 
AS A PRISONeR 0~ wAA CAMP ~OR CAPTURED UHlTRD STATeS AND THAt 
MlL.iTARY··-PERSCiNN!:L·~= .AS ··a-,r·· JUNE 1976 TO OCTOee;A '1'97'7• IT .HOUS~D·-- -·--·-·---.. 
SQNE 270 FOR~~R SOUTM vf~TNA~~S~ ARMY• AIR ~ORCE• HAVY AND 
POLICE OFFICE~S RANKING PROM MA~OR TO CC~ON~L. INCLUDED 

--At.tONG TH~SE •ERE 50"1! t 20 Ofl~lC~RS WMO HAD Be~N CAPTURC!!D lH 1968•-
~UC-H A-SPORMER L IE\J TI!NANT COLONI!L ( t.. TC) . NGUYEN. \IAN K--H u D N G•:-
CAPTUREO~aY-T"e CCMMUN1STS IN DA· NANG DURING TME 1968 TET 
OfFENSIVE• 4ND A NU~~~A 0~ PARATROOPS AND NAAIN~ O~~lCeAS 
.C..\PT 1JR_§L_DU~J~G T.ME CAOSS-eORD!!R OP~RATI.PN_ lN LAOS .lLA~Q.tt 719) .. 
-IN OCTOB~R \~77e 80 0~ THE PRISONERS •ER£ TRANS~ERRED TO 
. YEN HA CAWP, *HILE TM£ Af!MAlNDER W!:A~ ALSO TRANSFERRED TO-- OTHER·=· 
:·CA"PS UNOEA Pso! CONTROL. (AUSTRAL I AN S~RV ICE C0114aU:NT I DeTAILS __ . 
OF CA14P NO• ___ i_!f! '1£PI£ ___ ~0T -~~AILADLI!:4): -·· 

. -~. 8J ~A,.PS NO. THReE AND f'OUAI LCCAT~D AT MUDN .. G COle .. -----·.--.. 

-~~- KILCMETeR5 PRO~ CA~P NOe ONE• 
C) CAMP NO. ~IVEI ~OCATED APPROX1MAT~LY ~IVE KILOMETERS 

FROM CA~P NO. ONE. IT CONTAIN~D SCMI SOO DETAlNE~Se ~O~~ER 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLlC~ 0~~1C!AS 0~ CAPTAIN AANK OA BELOw. 

0) CAMP NO. SlXI ~OCATKD APPAOXlMAT~LY S~V~N 
KlLOI-I~.T~RS FROM CA,.P NOe ON~. IT CONTAJN~O SO .. E· 500 DI!TAINEESe 

···coNST~TT"\l(;. '·OF SENIOR OFPfiCI!RS AND SICK PRISONERS. THE 
~~ADOUAATEAS 0~ INTER-CAMP.ll• UNDeR THE_CCMMAND 0~ A p~ 
NA~OA• w~S LOCATED AT THIS C~P. 

-3~- -~ 0~ NOV!~BER 197Se lN ADDITION• AND APPAR~NTLY SEPARAT~ 

-==-= --~""N "' .......... . =_:--~7· 1~-3 ... u ••• -. 
~--·.·--
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~~--~~"FROM INtaA•G~~p llt AHOTHeA CAMP WAS IN EXlSTI!NC~ NEAR 
:~-:--.. ~ .. -=-YE.H HA DISTRICT TOWN• · .. IN SOH L~· PRDVINCEt SOME NI~E KILOMET~AS 
·--~NOATH•asT OP CA~P ~0. ON~. THlS CAMP• KNO•N AS YI!N-~A CAUP• ·.>- 'AAS AD14lNISTEAE.D BY THE PSO lUNDI!A A Ll~UT!tNANT COLONEL 
- -·· .ANO c·aNTA11'4ED SDMf! 900. PAtSONHASe lNCLUOJNG TH£- 80 •HO t1AD BEEN 
---- TRANSFERREQ ~RO~·CAMP ~0. OH2e OP THe PAISONBRS• 365 -~~E FOAMEA 

-·souTH VIETNAuesm AA~UD ~ORC~S AND PO~lC~ OPPICeRS AND THE REMAINDeR 
- . - .. WlUt NOllTH VIE'mAMES& s i ClVILlAN C~IM1NAL OP' .. I!NOt!RSe __ • 
-~=--~SOURCE CQ)ItMI£NT I -IT 15 NOT KNOW 1 .. THE SON .LA CAMPS AAI! STILL 

useD ~S AE•~DUCATION CA~PSe IT IS PO~SISLe THEY HAV£ BEEN 
-- ABANDONED OA ReSTOReD AS ARMY B~Sms. HOU&VeRe THE YeN HA CAMP 

::::..;.:~AV _$TILL ea OPCZAATlNG AS IT •AS 4 L.ARGa E5'YADLlSH1!1!NTe) ___ -__ _ 

~- ··· •• VlHH--PHU PROY INCI!• NORTH \112TNANI IN NOVEMBER 1070• - -· 
~ . THI! J6!1 I'OAMI!R SOUTH V It!TNAt:4i%S;:.. OP'iiCER PRISONERS IN YC!N t-IA CAMP l'I!:AE 
:- ~ ~:TRAN_SPEAAl':D TO A CAMP _!_N V tNH ~H·u· ·.;-AO~¥-iNC~~N~M~~~-~0 K!J• LDCATI!D 

T•ELV~ KJLO~&T~RS FRO~ ~1. THIS CANP ~AS ONE 0~ AT L~~ST FIVE. 
~ IH THE_ PROVlNC!:. Kl IiSELJI' CONTAINED APPROXIMATELY ltOOO 

PRISONER·s·. TH~Y CONSlSTED OF APPROXl~ATELY 40 COLONELS WHO •ERE 
TRANSFERED TO 1(5 CA,_.P IN JANUAAV 19791 400 liA.JOAS ANO:LlEUTl!NANT 
COLON~LS AND S50 JUNIOR OF~ICEAS FRO~ ~IEUTENANT TO C~PTAIH 

~NO NON-COUMISSlONED O~~ICERS ~ROM INTELLIGENCE ANO SPECIAL 
=~ ~OLICE BRANCH~5. ACCORDING TO A NU~BER 0~ R~CENTLY RELEASED 

~-· 

FORMER OEl~1NeES IN HCMCi RELeASES TOOK PLACE FROM 
CA~PS lN NORTH VleThAM IN ~ANUAAY 198lt IN PARTICULAR FRON THE 
VlNH PHU CA~PS• IT WA~ ESTlMAT~D THAT AELeAS~S ~VeRAGED 40-~0 
PER CAMPe UP TO THE !NO 0~ APRIL 1981t NO ReLeASES HAD BEEN HEARD -
OF SINCE VIaTNAMESE NE• YEAR tN EARLY ~EBRUAAY \961 •. 
'SOURCE COt4Mt!NTI IT IS ~5Tt~AT~D THAT TH~ FIVE CAMPS .IN--\IINH-PHU 

=-'--:··tKl~K~) Hei,.O A-TOTAL. Cl' 5t000 FORMER SOUTH VIETNAHESE·OFP'ICJ!RS:.:._ 
~~ANO~OPPICI~LS AT THAT TIMEt NOT INC~UOlNG ANV CIVILIAN CRIMINAL·-

-- OFFENDERS ~HO ~AY HAVE B~~N H~LO TH~R~ AS WELL. o~TAILS OF FURTHE~ 

.. 
-~-· 

TRANSFERS OUT OIK VI~H PHU A~Tl!R OI!CEf48t!R 1979 ARE.NOT 'INOWN. 
HdwEVeA• FRO~ ReC~NT OlSCUSSinNS •ITH OTHER ~OR~EA l~MATES 0~ 
VIN~ PHUt dHQ wea~ ~OT SENT TO TWANH HOA BUT •HO REMAlNEO---
lN-VINH PHU UNTIL TM~IA A@l.~ASE IN 1980. IT •AS ESTtM4tgQ-TH~T­
A TOTAL 0~ leOOO PRlSONEAS R~MAIN~D IN THE VINH P~U CAMPS AS 
OF APRIL 1981.) 

s. THA~H HOA PROVINCE• NORTH ¥lETHA~ (DEC~N8~R 1979: 
- DECE~8~R 1930)1 IN O~CEMSEA 1979• 600 PRISONERS-•eRe 
TRANS~ERRED ~ROM THE ~~V~ VINH PHU CAMPS TO THANH PHON~ CAMP IN-· 
T~AN~~~ ~AOVINCe. THIS ~AMPt ~OCAT~D SOMe 20 KILOM~T~RS FROM 
THE L~Ol ]80ROEA AND 80 KI~OMETeRS ~ROM THANH HOA TOWN• 
••s- E.STABL1St1eD IN EARLY 1979 AND I WAS OOR a: AT LEAST THREE IN~THE ·- -­
PROVINCE. TH~ OT~eR T~O CAMPS IN THE D~OVZNCE 
•~R~ THANH LA~• A Ne•LY ESTA8LlSH~D CAMP AND LOCATED APPRDX!NATEL~-
17 KILOMETERS NORTH•~ST OF THANH PHONGe AND THANH CAMe AN OLD --

lA-3 ••• raiYin• 
IIIITI••• 
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CAMP• APPROXlMAT~LY 60 Kl~O"ETERS PROM THANH HOA TO•N• 
AN ESTI~ATeD 20 ORlSONERS WER~ REL~ASED PROM THANH CAM CAMP 
J~ 1980. 2~CH OF THE THRE~ CA~PS CONTAlNeO FROM 700 T0.900 
PRISONERS• TH!. ONLY .GENERAL. RANK'lNG OPF1C!:R KNO"H TO DK HaLO IN 
THE THANH HOA CAMPS. ~eR~.PORM~R MA~OR GENERAL NGUYeN HUU CO, WHO 
WAS ALSO-A FORMER MlNIST~R· HE lJA'S HELD ---

···· . - --- -~ 
1 N THANtt LA14 CA .. P ~- THANH PHONCi CAMP HAD _LCP3! . 
900 PRI-SONERS IN DECEMBER 197Q• CONSISTI!!~-~·Cfl AAMCID fiOACI!S 

AND POLlC~ O,PICERS ANO A HUM8EA Qp C%VlLIAHS PROM· THE SOUTH - ---~- - . .-·,-::-"'~-. -·:. . . n.,_,.._ ___ _ 
CQNSlSTtNG OF FOR~ER AANKlNG SOUTH VI!T~A~S~-~FPJC1ALSe 
PAAL!AMENTARIANS AND M~~BERS 0~ TH~ JUDICIARY- JUDG~S AMO 

--PROSeCUTORS. IN EARLY 1980t SON& aso PA1SOHeRS• MOSTLY ~UNIOA .. ,. 
-POLICE AND 1NTEL~IG~NC~ O~~lCeRSt CAPT~lN AHO BELOW• WERE TRANSFE9RED 
F~O~ THANH PHONG TO TMANH LA~ CAMPe SIXTY•NINE PRISONeRS •EAE 

-RELEASED FRO,. THANH PHONG CAJ.CP IN 1900. ·(SOURCE COMJI\I!NTI -- ---·-·····-·· 
-IN 1980 IN THANH PRONGICAMP• PRISONERS ~ER~ TOLD BY ·THE CAMP 

--LEADER THAT THe GOVERN~ENT'S POLICY WAS TO RE~EASE ALL PAlSOhERS 
--:--6 Y JUNE l 9 8 1 t EXCEPT rr 0 R T ~ 0 S E \r t1 0 H A 0 N 0 T SAT 1 SF ACT 0 R 1 L Y - -~ ,..~-""" _ 
:-·AE•EDU.CATED_ THeMSELVf!S ~ .. TO -OATE t HO~eVER-t ONLY A FE .. P~J SDNER~~----·--­
~HAVE 6E~~ RELEASED.~NO IT S~E~S UNLlKELX_TH~T -HOLESALE 
. RELE~SE_ lS ASOtJT TO TAKE PLAC~ •) 

. . 
&. THANH PHONG CAMP wAS ORGANIZED INTO 'OUR IONESI 

A) ZO~E AI COLO~!~St ARMY CHAPLAINS CCATHOLlCt 
.. :.. BUOOHlSTt PROTe.STANT) t POLITICAL REPRESENTATIVES AND INTELLIGENCE. 
-AND POLITICAL WAR~ARa SPeCIALISTS• 

a) ZOtH! B t OFP lC!!RS UP TO .:-L!Et!rxNIJ{T ' COLONELt 
~-~CRMER OlSTRICT ANO PROVINCE C~l~FSt FORM~A ~UCG~S AND 

PROSECUTORSt POL~C~ OFFICERS, P~U~ ~OR~eR O~flC~RS OR 
CIVILIANS OF CHINES~ OR MIXED Vl~TNA~ES~/KHNER OR1Gl~ OR wiTH ---­
FOREIGN ~lYE$ (ENGLISHt FReNCHt AMERlCANe CHIN~S~t ~HMER). 1 • 

C) ZONE Cl ~ORMER CIVILIAN O~~lCIALS 0~ G~NERA~ SECRETARY 
OR GENERAL DIRECTOR LfV~L DOWN• ~ORMeR HEADS 0~ AOMINISTRATIYE 
OFPICES AT THE PROVINC~ LEVEL AHD ·~UNlCIPAL COUNCILORS. 

_ C) ZONE 01 !EMPOltAKY !HOLDING AREA ~OR DETAINEES 
-~ AwAITNG TRANSFER TO THANH LAM CA"P OR S~RIOUSLY SICK PEOPLE 

PERFORMING LIGHT DUTIES •. 
-

7• OTHER OfTAINf~S IN T~ANH PHONG CAMP'AS OF 1979-1980 
lHCLUCEDI 

~ : . 
· A) COl.ONEL OUuNG HlEU N G H\ I ·AtA f,'OR..-~R VINH LONG 

PROVINCE CHif:pre 
• 

a) COLONEL TRAN VAN T H A N• ~ORNeR HeAD a~ 
···- MILl T ARY S!CUR I TV • 

--= 

C) NGUYEN KIM H 0 Aw A· ~ORMRR CHI~~ Q~ CABlNETw 
PRIM~ MlNtST~R'S .DePARTMENT~ 

1 

. ' 
~ . 
I 

a. • • 
·,': ~:-': '\ . , .. '; 

J .. -=-· 
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D) CHU VAN S A N G• ~OR~QA HCAD OP 2ND C~~ICE• 
.. Il.lTAAY SKCUAXTY POLICE . \.':,\ ·~ 

&) NCUY&H YAH s A a. POR~~~MGAD OP 4TH OF~ICEe 
MILJ,TAAY SltCUA,TYt -CAN THO .•.. 
'---~--·-·· ··-·--.---·~· . . __ __,___ ... 

P) TO VAN. TAUt eX-AACH OIA PQOYtNCE CHIE~ 
G) kGUYaN· \'AN T A I 1 A FOQNal PAQV INC!! CHIEF. 

TH~SE OFFlC&RS •ERI IEL!EVED TO 8£ STILL IN DETENTION IN THANH 
PHONG AS 0~ APAlL ,1Q8l• TOGKTH~A WlTH A~L TH~ PORMEA LIEUTENANT 
CnLO~~LS COQM TH~ POLITICAL ~AAPAR~ AND INTELLIGENCE (~2) 

SRANCH~St UN1T lOlt AND INTELLIGDNCE ~e•oaUARTERSe 
IN 4D01TtCNt SOME POATY CHAPLAINS ~~R~ STILL eeLIEV~D TO 
ee IN THANH PHONG CAMP AS OP APRIL 1981e ORGANIZED JNTO A CD~PANY 
UNOER COL~NEL OUONG HIEU N G H I A. THEY lNCLUOEOI 

A) ~TC NGUYEN T~ANH ~ 0 N Ge BUOOHIST 

8) CAPTAIN TRAH V4N N G H ItA PORM~R CATHOLIC CHAPLAlH~­
IN THE SP!CIAL ~QRCES 
C) ~TC NQUY!N VAN T H U A Nt A PORNER CATHOLIC 
CHAP~AIN•G~N~RAL. 

~. T~!R£ ~A5 ~ 5EPAAATR SMALL ·CAWP APPROXl~ATELY THA~E. 
KILO~ETERS SOUTH 0, T~ANH PHONGe HO~OlNG SOME 100 PRISONeRSt 
WHO wERE FORMER SOUTHERN /SPECIAL ~ORCE5 TROOPS wHO P4RACHUT~D 

~ lNTO NORTH··vteTNAN IN THE EARLY 196o"•s ANo wf!RE CAPTURED AT THAT tx.ue. 

g• CONDITIONS IN TH~ CAMPS weA~ HARSH• WITH HARO 
LABOR SUCH AS BUILDING RO.DS AND CL£AAIHG ~OR~STS• •ITH MININAL 
~ATIC~S• REDUCED EV~N ~URT~ER FOR PRISON&RS •HO OIO NOT KEeP 
UP •tTH NORMAL •ORKLOAOS CA PROVRD ReCALCITRANT. PRISC~ERS IN 
VINH P~U QECE!VED ONE LITER 0~ ~ATER DAILY FOR ALL. NEEDS. 
PUNISHMENT FOR R~CALCITRANTS INCLUDED SO~ITARV CON~INE~ENTe LEG-IRQNSt 
~e~~INGS 'AND LOSS 0~ PRIVIL~GE5JWH1CH INCLUOEO PER~ISSJON TO 
•RITE OR Rf;CEIY~ VISITS rrROM· TH&lR: rrA,.lL.l«S, fi1JA SIX MOHTHS. 
HEALTH 4NO SANlTA~Y FACILITIES ~~AE PQ1MlTlVE1 w1TH THE LACK OP 

_ANI.IBIOTICS PAATICULARLY S~AlOUS. ANV ANTIBIOTICS SENT TO ------
P~lSON~RS BY !BEDL\ PAMILIE!S wERE CONPISCATEO BY THE PS'll. · DEAO 
PRlSCN~RS W~R~ BURl£0 IN. ~OUGH BCXES OR S~~N UP IN CRUDE WOVEN 
MATTING• AND THeiR CLOTHINa AND P~R50NAL ~F~eCTS CON~tSCATeO 
BY THE Ps'O'"~AHD NOT RETURN!:D ro THK·IA pr:A,.lLII!s, WHO weRE a~TEN 
AOVIS~D 0~ TH~ DRATH ONLY A~T~R L~NG D~LAYS. IN ON~ CA~Et TH~ 
-~~~ 0~ A- PAlSON~A •HO DI~D IN ~ULY 1979 wAS NOT INPOA~ED 
UNTIL APAlL 1900. 

~------ -_- 10. tlANY OEIATHS OCCURRED~ IN THe!SK CAMPS I!UT _C_ONDI TJDNS •I!AR.-
~--=-,__HARS~ST lH THII VlNH PH~_CAMPS. tN CAMP Klt OVf!R. SOMe. THlAT&eN .. : 
.- ~--··.,.aNr"s ~RaM Nov~Bt!R 1978 TO oEc&usiR 1g79.12-o ·PRIS.oNeAs ·DI£D~· 
------M.~V 0~-TH!~ PRO. IhTeSTINAL AILMENTS. AMONG T~~ DEAD wER~I 

. ~~ lA-3. ;;; T~ ;;.- .•. ~..., . ---. --=~ --:-::-:-= ----
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~) LTC HO QUANG V 0 N Ge FO~~EA CHie~ OF THE 3ftD 
P~EClhCTa SAIGON 

S) ~TC NGUYEN VAN N A ~• FORM~ALY OF THE TRAHSPDAT COM-AND 
C) LTC DANG IS l ~H ~ I N M t ~~XNT __ NGun::t V~ T H ~ E _U 1S 

IFOR~ER PERSONAL HELlCCPTeA PILOT 
~- D l .. :.=-l. TC·-( FNU) . · L • C • FOAII4ERl Y FROM THE OPERATIONS 

SRANCHt ~OINT GENE~AL STAFF (J3JGS) 
E) LTC-NGUYEN QUANG HUN '• POLITJCAL.wAAFAAE• JGS 

Fl LTC -TRUONG NGOC H 0 A N ~· J2JGS. 

11. FOLLO~ING AA£ O~TAIL5 0~ POUR CAMPS OPERATING 
l:NSOUTH VlETN-.,., 

A) GlA QAll A CAMP SITUAT~O NEAR GIA RAI VlLLAGEt 
4?-_lA RAI OI __ ~_!RlC.I..t DONG NAl PROVINC~t EAST 01' AN LOC AND CLOS~--·· 

)0 HlGHW..A.Y l ~ROM HCM CITY TO PHAN THII!Te ·--IN JANUARY 1981-.--soNE 
200 PRISONERS wER~. TRAN~FERREO FROM THANH ~HONG TO GIA RAI CAMP. 
IN THE SOUTHe OSTENSlB~Y AS A P~~~l~IN.RY STeP TO RELEASING THEM. 

'HowEV-ER t. UP -TO APRIL 1'981 • NON~ Qpr THE,. APPEARED TO HAV£ BEeN 
RELEAS~O. (SOURCE COMMENTI THE TRANSP~R TO GIA AAI wAS 
PRESENTED AS A PRELIMINARY ST~P TO REL!ASEt BUT IN FACT WAS AT LEAST 
LARGELY DUE TO THE DIP~lCULTY 0~ PEEOING PRISON!RS IN THE NORTH. 
lT.IS UNLIKELY THAT TH~ DETAINEES WILL BE REL~ASED SOON.J 

8) BAU LA .. t A CAMPJAPPROXIMATI!l.Y_ ONE HC!CT.4~~ lN AREA,_ 
3ITUATED SOME 60 Kil.OMETfRS EAST 0~ a~ RIA _IN DONG NAI 
PROVINCEt lN A ~OR~STeO AREA. 

a AU LA}! CAMP wouLD APPEAA TO B£ L.DCA Tl!D IN THe! GENERAL· -......._ 
AREA OF XUYEN MOC CAMP.) AS .0~ 1978 •ND 1979e T~lS CAMP 
~ONTAINED_APPAOXI~ATeLY 1•500 D~TAlHeeS DIVIO~D lNTD:PEOPLE CAUGHT 
TRYING TO LEAVI ILLEGALLY• MOSTLY &OAT D~P~RTUA~ ORGANJieRS• 
APPROXIMATELY 1001 ~ORMeR SOUT~ VIETNAMeSE (PA~•1975) PDLlCE 
~ERSONNel. AND O~~ICIALSt APPROXl~AT~LY COOl AND 
SOME 100 CIVILIAN O~~eNOERSe TH~ PRtSONeRS ~eR• A~L MlX~D 
TOGETHER• REGAR~LESS 0~ C4T~GORYt GUT DIVIOttO ADNIN1STRATIV~LY 
INTO NUMEROUS UNITS AND sue-UNITS (CCMPANIES•PLATOONSt ETCe)e 

'HEY WERE E~PLDY~D IN CLEARING ~OAESTS AND. ~N P4DDY CULTIVATION 
IN THE PIELDSt WORKING S~V~N DAYS A ~f!-~K WITH·-·AVERAGE WORkiNG 

_:_HOURS P~(OMO~-ao·--·.:.-0-URS TO .t!So-o·--HOURS AND AT TIMES .UNTIL 1800 HOUASe 
T~E CANP HAD AN IN~lR~ARYa BUT LACK 0, PHARMACEUTICALS 
~ORCED )HE PRISONERS TO ~~LY ON TRA01TlONA~ H~R8AL MED~CIH~S 

MADE BY SO~ OF THE· OLO~A .PRISONERS wHO KNEW SOMET .. ING OF THI!51!. ' 
~MET~ODSe ~AMILY VISITS WER~ R~STR:CTED TO ~tFTE~N MINUTES ~VERY 4 
_T~o- ~ONTHSt AND ONLY ALL.Owi!D ON PQ!!SENTATIO'i 0~ A WRITT~N PI!AMIT ___ - 3 
.FROM THE_VtSlTOR•s LOCAL AUTHORlTt~S. THE CAMP •AS GUARDED BY 2 
. .\ CO~PANY Oflr OVEA 100 -PSO, TROOPS t UNCI!R THE COMMAND Of' 1 

-::---. 

-~_lA-3 
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C~PTAlh 8Ul TAN C 0 N Ge ~ SOUTHERNER ~ROM BEN TREt 
····APPRQXl~AfELY 50 yeARS OLD. T~eRE ~eRE SeVERAL ESCAPE ATTEMPTS 

-
CURING TH~'PERlOD ~ROM LAT~ 1977 TQ JANUARY 1980• 
~1TH EIGHT PRlSON~RS SHOT IN THeS~ ATT!MPTSe (SOURCE COMMEHTI 
BAU LAM CAMP IS STtL~ OP~RATINGe ALTHOUGH O~TAtLS 0~ CURRENT 
NUMBERS AR~ NOT KNOUN.) 

C) (SOURC& CQNMENTI XUYEN MOC lS ANOTHER CAMP IN THe 
SOUT~ IN DONG NAl PROVlNCEe TO ~HlCH PRISONeRS -ERe TRANSFRRAED 

~.~ROM THE NORTH IN ~AT~ 1980 TO ~~ALY 19Sle IN JANUARY lgGle 
• PQlSOhERS IN XUY~N MOC AIOTEDt SEV~R~LY WOUNDING THE CAMP 

COMMANDANT ANO A _PSOjwA~CRe A Ll~TUENA~T CO~ONHL (NOT.FUATHEA 
IDENTIFieD) WAS SHOT AND S~VERELY •OUNOEDe FOLLOWING T~E· EVENT• 
FIFTEEN PRISOh~RS weRe TRANSPERR~D AT NIGHT FROM THE CAMP TO 
AN UNKNOaH DeSTINATION.) 

0) PHUOC l:ON61 , IN 1980 TO !:ARLY l 98 l 1 VI ETN.AMCS£ 
CAUGHT-TRYING TO ESCAPE OVERLAND THAOUGH KANPUCHEA W~RE H~LD 
IN 4 CAUP IN TllR PART. OP' .. SONG B:&. PR.OVINCE COMPRISING FORMER PHU(lC LONG 
PROVINCE N:£AR TB1f .KA.MPUCH!!Aif-BORn.ER-.-~N-··~(T··~LEA.ST ·-ONE CASE THE .. FAMILY 

--- -... OF -ONE.OP THE- OI!TA tNEeS 1tAS NOT AOVlSID OP THE DETAlNe~ 'S · .. 

~-----··RREST AND-INCARCeRATION AND ON~Y· LeARNED 0~ HIS-PRESENC~ THERE 
-· --THROUGH 4 P~ISONeR IIHO •AS s'ueSEQU~NTl.Y RELEASED. 

1Ze R~CfNTLY RELeASED PRISONERS. FROM HCMC CAME UNDER TH~ 
JUR1S01CT10N 0~ A STAT~ QAGANIZATIQN KNOUN AS TH~ •OPPI~~ ~OA 

AOMINlSTRATlON C~ R&~eNT RKTURNE~$ PROM Ra•eDUCATION• 
(CO QUAN OUAN TRl NMUN~ NGUOl HOC TAP NOI V~)• ~HICH COMES UNDER 
THf HCMC PSO A~n lS LOCATED AT 34a OI~N PHU STReET (FORMeRLY 
PMAN THANH GIAN). SIMti.AA OFPICBS:I!XlST· 4Ti.THl! PROVtNC:E LEVeL. 
•HeN rrtRST Ra:LI!ASfiO• !!X-o~TAalNR~S HAY« TO afi.TAIH • TI!MPORARY.· 
RESlO~NC~ PrJR~lT fiROM THIS OFP·Ic•• THE PQRNIT5 ARK. lNlTIAW.Y VA&..~O. 

~OR THRe~ ~ONTHS ONLY• A~T~A WHtCH IN PRINCIPL~ THE. ~OAMEA 
DKTAIHS£S AAK R«QUlRaO TO L~AY~ THE HCN ClTV AReA. IN PAACTI~, 
Ho~e;v~R. IT is ·ross:tnLt1ro oarA.IN AN ei.Tl!NsioH oN HEALTH 
GROUNO~ • iN .!OIItf! .. CASI!S t COMPLIANT DOCTORS WILL 1 FOR A Fl!l!e 
PROVIO~ H~A~THY ~X-D~TAINe~S WITH APPROPRIAT~ C~RTIFICATESe 
OURING THe T~ABK MONTHS. RE5IDKNC~ PeRIOD• THe EX-o~TAIN~eS 
•"E MEOUlR~D TO A~PORT wEaKLY TO T~EIR LOCAL SUB-OlSTRICT PSO 
OF~tCE TO ~AV~ T~~lA DOCU~eNTS CH~C~~D AND TO REPORT ON 
THElQ ACT1VITI~S AND CONTACTS •. tN AT LEAST ONE CASE, HQWeYEAe 
A FQR~ER DETAINee wHO PRESENTeD HI~SeL~ TO THE RETURNeES O~FlCE 
HAD STILL ~CT Q~CeiVED A TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PER~IT NEAR~Y ~OUR 
~ONT~S APT!R HIS REL~AS~. INST~ADwH~ HAC A REC~lPT ~RO• 5 
4 
3 

.2 
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COUNTRY 

suaJECT 

-
{~::Jf. Tt~;_:e 

REPORT NO • 

. OA TE OlSTR. 1992 

' 

Vietnam . I 
Use of Inmate ·Laborers for Agricultural Developme~t Projects 
from the Thanh Phong-Thanh Lam Reeducation Camp ili Thanh 
Hoa Province and the Phu Lu Reeducation Camp in ~~o Cai 
Province; Camp Layouts and Division of Inmates (DQI: i977-
J~nuary 1981) I 

From the debriefing of a refugee whO~ an inmatJ of the 
!hanh Phong-Thanh Lam Reeducation Camp from Octob~r 1980 • 
to January 1981. He also was held at the Phu Lu ~ecducation 
Ce.mp from ~97~-i:9 ~73 ond from 1977 to 1979. iHe fled 
Vietnam in April 198Z. ! 

f SUf.t'IARY: · As of late 1980, inmates of the Thanh Phong-Thanhl Lam 
Reeduca~ion Camp in ·Thanh Hoa Province had undertaken the t~sk of 
clearing 5,000 hectares of land pursuant.to ~ Socia~ist Rep~blic of 

. Vietn~ (SRV) plan to develop Nhu Xuan d1str1ct agr1cultura~ly. The 
cr.~mp' s population of 3,600 provided free labor for plantingi crops and . 
tr~es and building houses as part of the rc~ducation process. Similarly~ 
bt:t,.1*3en 1977 and 1979 inmates of the. Phu Lu Reeducation Calll~' in Lao 
Cni Province worked to develop 200 hectares of the Hong Tha g State 
Fnrm 104 11 adjacent to the camp. Details on .the physical la- out and typ~s 
of pri~oners for both camps are provided. End summary. ~ 

i 1. As_of late ~980, the Thanh Phong-Thanh Lam Reedu9ation C~~ 
wi\s ta!;ko<;l _\i~ th c~ ~-a.~1_ng _S, 000 hectares of land to grow sta~le food~ 
planting · tL~~- · and constructing housing for fu ure workers 

~in ~hu Xuan District. Thanh Hoa Provi~ce. Thi~ rcsponsibi·ity ~as 
4 . I 

~ I 
1 
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· assicnad in re~ponse to a Socia!ist Republic of Vietnam (StY) government 

plan to develo~.Nhu Xuan District into an agriculture and forestry 
economic zone.' Public Security(Lieutenant Colonel To Bao t(Oanh)). · 
Deput}' Director and Political Officer of the camp, informe inmates 
during a political education session in lat.e 1980 that fOTlCl" Army 
of the Rt:.public of Vietnam (ARVN) pe.rsonnel and otheT· inmates wore 
expected to contribute their efforts toward the economic project. They 
were told to bear in mind that their labor, hardships and $acrifice would . 
be part of the SRV humanitarian policy of reeducation to rtdeeM them· . 
from their past·mistakcs. Oanh said if they worked dillge tly ~d 
became politically enlightened, their ci~izenship rights·w uld be re~tore4.~ 
(Source COtn!lcnt: Colonel Oanh also noted tha~ another economic :z:one . 
cnllod Bai Chanh State Farm was located 17 kilometers soutfl o£ Thtu1h Lam 
Villege. Five thousand young Harkers repo1·tedly cleared l~nd to couvert 
S .. 000 h~t~l"e~ ·'into a tea and coffee plantation. ·This areai is inhabited 
by Tai. ethnic minorities . ) ' 

. Z •. ARVN l·fa5or General Nguyen. Huu ( (C~)) was placed ~n charge 
of overall formulation of plans for land-cl~~ring, irrigation and 
hou~ing constJ;"uction. Assigned to assis~ General Co Nere /\RYN·fiald 
grad~ ~nd subaltern officers. The principal tasks were to1cut down 

·I trees, build :workers' living quarters, !Dake bricks and ~iles and 
grow rice, potatoes and tapioca. . i ~ 

I 

. 3. The Thanh Phong-Thanh Lam Reeducation Camp, alsojkno~~ ns 
Central Rceducation·Camp Number One, was located in Thanh Vhong and 
Thanh Lam Villages, Nhu Xuan District, Thanh Hoa Province,: SRV. Tho 
cnmp occupied an area of about 20 square kilometers (km) 1 ihcluding 
fl~rPla.nd developed by inmates. The camp consisted of_ fivei compoundS 
knoHn as Kl through KS. Compounds Kl and K3 were locat.e.Q. ~n Thanh 
Phong Vi lla.geJ while K2, K4 and K~ were in Thanh Lam ~-~l~~~F. In 
J~nuary·l981, the prison populat1ort was about 3~600·.1~m.ates: 2,000 
ARVN,'310 Specinl Forces personnel and 1,300 criminal o~~epders. They 
were hold in the five compo.unds in the following Jii.anp.e..r: :.·.! 

"'l" ·-.. . : ; 

A. Kl: 210 Special Forces personnel ~d ~ lOO~··k~iminals -. -.. · .. -

B. KZ: 500 ARVN and 200 criminal·s·· ::. 

c. K3: 800 criminals 

D. K4: I 00 Special Forces inmates, 1, 000 
including General Co and another brigadier general. 

•.: 
.. (.I I 

i 

.I 
I 

ARVN ~officers) 
Ther~ also uero 

. I' 

.·. ~ ~· :~ 

5 .. ~hout ZOO criminal offenders. · 

E. KS: 500 ARVN officers and about ZOO 

I 

f ' 
crirnin~l5. 
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4. As of late January 1981, the Thanh Phong-Thanh L~m 

Reeducation Camp direCLOT was Public Security Lieutenant Cplonel Nguyen 
Vnn ((Thuy)). Lieutenant Colonel Oanh was also in charge pf reeducation 
sessions nnd cadre and inmate management policies. Other ~eputy directors 
were heads of planning, security, prisoners education, re~r services 
nnd s~curity guard committees and chiefs of each of the fi~e compounds. 
Each compound had about 120 management personnel nnd secur~ty guards. 
ln~ntes .were o.rganized into SO-man , ... ork tes.ms a.nd each worlc toam had 
five work cells,. 

I 

PHU LU REEDUCATION CAMP· . 
. \ j 

S. Between 1977 a~d February 1979, about ZOO hect,~es of Phu Lu 
Di,trict, Lao Cai Province, srrv, had been cleared and pla~ltcd by 
inmates of Phu Lu Reeducation Camp. This work was per£or ed followin~ 
r.n cnrly 1977 directive by the camp director. Public Secu ity Major· 
Nguyon Dinh ( (Chieu)), that ARVN ?ersonnel ~nd othe:: inma es were to 
provide free labor t.ownrd the development of the adJacent ,Ho~g Thang 
Stt\t.e Ft\nu 104·. Also in 1977, the camp population was inqreased 

. ~ ..... .a:. 

by 1,500 ARVN officers. 

6. SRV leaders had decided to convert 4,000 hectarJ3 of Phu Lu-
District wild land and forest into tea, fruit and !- tree 
plnntations .. As 'of early 1979, tea ·and pineapple had beeij p~a.n'ted 
·on 100 hectares and Bo De (oanyan ·1 t::roe:s ~ l::esri planted ~ ~~ 100 ... 
hr:-~.r·:l:r.ra···to·be · · used as raw material for paper rol.Ils :and lllS.tch-
muking ... factories. ! 

7. In £ebruai:y 1979, the Phu Lu Reeducation Ca1np c~nslsted of 
r1ve compounds known as Kl through KS. Kl had about 120}fanagoaont 
pcr~onnel and X2 through KS each had about 60-70 managcrne~t pcrsonn~l. 
Tha lnyout was as follows: 

A. Kl, the central compound, housed the prison/main 
adl~tini,trative personnel and about 1 ,300. intJates comprised of 1,000 
ARVN nnd 300 criminals. It consisted of ll buildings surtounded by 
meter hich concrete walls topped with high voltage electr.c ftJnces. 

six-

· B. K2 was located about five km sou~hwest of Kl. It held 
female inmates and was surrounded by bamboo walls and bar~~d wire 
f(;nces, a.s Here K3, K4 and KS. 1 

I 
C. K3 \tJas about three km north of K~- and house~ SOO ARVK 

officer~ nnd 200 criminals. 
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D. -K4 was located two km east of Kl. It h~us~d ZSO Spec!el 
Forces personnel and 500 criminals. ! 

E. KS was· iocated southeast of Kl and it heldl about 200 
political prisoners from the north,insluding members of t.hC! Viet:nruReso 
Nntionalist Party (Vietnam Quoc Dan DD-ng/\ll'·TQDD). Dai Vie~ Party r...nd 
Cntholic clergy nnd laymen from Phat Die!!l, Nghe An and Niinh Binh. 
~1any VNQDD and Dai Viet Party inmates had been imprisoneki since 1945; 
however, the majority were captured following the comm~ist takeover 
of H~noi in 1954. j 

r: 

i 

8. One inmate was Gcnernl Ly Ca ((Sn)). a i~ J ~ N~~- ·cthuc '···•· 
minoritY who h3.d colla bora ted with the French during ~he Fre'~)l- - ,. 
Indochiri~ War &nd who refused to surrender to Hanoi aut~oriti~s aft~r 
the French withdrawal in 1954. Sa was captured in 1961 !during t.he PW 
:opora_tions ag?-~n~t .. ~'pc;.tty :thieves" (t.ieu phi) to suppr~~s Nu~g, Meo ... 

. (Hn::ng)., Yc;o. (r-cJ:..'m}_ ..l!.nd otl"r...r minor.itic.s. _ Gen~ral Sa escaped frgm pr1.~on in 
1978. : 

J J 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

vCS MESSAGE CENTER 

IOOTIItE lYUW IUO'BlMU9 zoeoll1 
R Z50307Z JUl as 
At JCRC WID IAIGUI 1H 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
lifO USCIICPAC tDO.Ul.U HI/I J'l/ ll/ J36// 

DIA WASHllrnl OC 
SECDEF VASIUI IWD-lSA/N-MlA// . 
WITDDISE VASIU/IISCJII DIILDI£SS// 
CIA VASIUJ 

ern: 
SECTial Ot Of -03 UAISOIIA&Cl TH 44119 

JW JULY as. 

SliJ: JCRC IEPCIT &S-o41. · COI4ADS, CHilES£ HELD II 
PIID II lVI . ·. 

REf: A. .DC ICSG IPT 45-041 (IY SM£ SOORCE) · 
B. DIA· MSG, DTG Oct51n Jtll 15 

1. SQJICI. UME: '5' <::_. OPel: ;:5:b . .U, 
~ D IHMH lilA fPl: FOMER AM 

CAPTAII: MR 3 IG. SERVICE IUCSER ~-I::> PRESEIT LOCA­
TICII: S ~ 
ID DATA: ~ 001: 1180: mtRVIEVED CJC ZO DE 
1985 BY TlWS I • .CUY. aa. USA: OTHER: SOORCE'S FINAL 
ADDRESS tl YIETW VAS ~ 

VHER£ HI LMD WITH HIS Vlf£ AID HER 00 AMERASIAI 
DAOOHTERS. 

Z. SlJICARY. SOORCE PROVIDES IIFORMATIC»{ Of ·A 
tOtG lCMi CITIZEI 1£PORT£Dt.Y tHl WAS 11 TH£ EMPLOY OF THE 
CEMTRAL lXTElllGENC£ AGEIICY AMD IS HELD PRISC»fER Ill THANH 
PtOG RE -EDUCATIC. CMP. SOORCE ALSO P90V1DES lfiFORMA­
TlC. OF CCMWIDOS HE MET WllLE 11 tAPTIVm. END SlMURY. 

3. T1f£ FW!*IE IIFOIIMATIOM VAS IELAT£0 TO IJI-
TERYIEVER BY SOORC£ AS FACT. SCJ4ETIME II 1980, WlllE 
SOORCE VAS HELD CAPTM II THE THAJii PtOii RE-£DOCATJ(I 
CMP, H£ FIRST MET A tDii lCJii CITIZ£1 UMED TiiEU Oil 
UEII. UEII VAS APPIOXIMAT£LY &0 YOA AIIJ SP0U CILY A 
LffiLE YirnAMESE. SOORC£ IS rntNIC CHOO:SE SO MY BE­
FRIENDED EACH OTHER. SPEAlltli II THEIR C0t01 TOOJE. 
CAITMSE. tiEM T(lO SllJRCE HE VAS A SCJIXWER C»TAIII 
AIID HAD WRlED FOR l1t£ ISUJI) IAVIGATIC* C04PAWY MD THE 
VIJINANY SHIPPitri CD4PAIY AND HAS A FRIEJCO. UMH OfUAN DAD 
wtO WOR&:ED FOR TliE U.S. NEVS AND WRLD REPORT IN tm; 
mG. HIS ADDRESS IN tOii liJ«i WAS 101 toli la.i, l.C*­
UX*, TAM GIOI (lEV OLD). *iUYEN AP, Pili SAl Tl04 
YAJI, SAN CHtDt HIS WIFE'S liME IS CU Pltli YI*i. AU SN4 
TICH AID HAS A OAUiKTER lAMED OHEU tHAO lAY. liEN PRO-
VIDED SOJRCE VITH A SEOlll ADORESS: lU PRINCESS ROAD, 
DELUXE MANSI<*. 8TH FLOOR, A FLAT, loruDC, tO«i meG, 
TELEPKM 6350&5. 

4. li£11 TDtD SOORC£ H£ VAS BEIMi HELD AS AJI IN-
TERNATIOOL SPY go PREVltliSlY ~lED FOR THE US CIA, 
HAVING BEEN ISSUED THE IO£t1TIFICATIC* IUfBER 14140 BY 
THE CIA. HE TOlD SOOICE THAT HIS aMU:RClAl Y!SS£l 'VAs 
UIIDER REPAIR II JAPAN FOR AN ESTIMATED THREE OTHS, SO 
DURIE THf LAY-oYER. HE ASlED PERMISSICJI Aim VAS GRANTED 
PERMISSICI (fl04 lllttlOt COCPAIY, UNU TO TRAVU TO .VIET­
twe. H£ PROCEED£0 C1 TO VIETIAM WITH THREE OTHER 
~IITANCES (I«JT CR£V MOCBERSl AID ENDED UP II MJ -BAI 
WHERE HE ENGAGED HIMSELF AS A TAILOR MAlmi CLOTHES ·FOR 
AMERICAI TROOPS lH> GJLD BUY THEM TO SEND 101£. . H( 
~lED AS SUCH FOfl CIE 10TH BEFORE m 1968. DUR~ 

ACTICI . (M) 
INFO USDP: ISA( 1) USOP:MIAU) CM8 QC( 1 l SECDEF: ( • f ·· 

SECDEF(9) USDPUU DC·Z(Z) fi41C(') OS·lCUl .AT-3(1) 
DB-Z(l) 08-ZCU) 08-lCZUl DS-40(1) DIA( 1) 

+SAFE 
SEOI~AUll 

TOTAl COPIES REQUIRED 

32 

32 

THE m 68 ATTAClS, HE WAS LIYllli AT THE tm«i 6IAIG 
fmtt-II tiJE WitH VAS IIITIAUY AnAttED BY ARTILLERY( 
H£ ESCAPED IIJURY AND EVADED TO THE MILITARY POST AT PHU 
BAI WERE HE VAITED 001 TH£ AnACU. AFTER THE MAll AT· -· 
TAClS, HE RETURNED TO tilE. BUT VAS IITERCEPTED AID CAP­
TURED EIROOTt RETURNIIE TO TH£ IIJTEL. «<E (f THE FCIIR 
PEOPLE MHICH COMPRISED liEN'S GROUP WAS YISITIIG A YlET· 
UM£Sf FRIEIID ELSEHRE MD WAS 1m PRESENT, SO C*LY 
ll£1 MD 1lO AC(lJAINTAIW, LY MAU AI MD T\DG Mlllt 
PHAT (AlSO CHINESE WRlltE AS TAIUIS) WERE CAPTURED. 
THE THREE WERE CAPTURED WIU WAUIIG (I FOOT. AFTEI 
THREE DAYS MARCH. TH£Y ARRMD AT A PRISCIER CMP WitCH 
VAS IU BY PAW. LATER THEY VERE THEN TO IMf II A TRta 
CtJM1t Of THE tl) CHI Mlllt TRAIL All WERE AnACUD IY 
SlYRAIDERS. UEI VAS mimED II HIS UPPER ARM. THE 
MlJND DID fiJT PROPERLY HEAL AND ll£1 •EVER REGADIED 
lllRMAL RAta OF I«JTIC. Of HIS ARM. liEN VAS TRANSFERRED 
TO CENTRAl PRISt* UBER 3 II lliHE TIIH OlE DAY PRIOR TO 
DJRCE'S ARRIVAL AT THE PRISQC II OCTOBER 1982. 

5. II ACCORDAICt VITH REF B, SOORCE PROVIDED 
THE FOl.LOWIIG NAM£S Of QMeANOOS. AU Of WtOt HE MET AT 
l-1, THANH PtOii. 

A. llilJYEI VAll LUY£1, CAPTAII, TM LDR, DATE Of CAPTURE 
(OOC) 1960, AS OF 19 MAY M, STill AT CEifTRAL PIID 
IUUJER 3 (CP-3). 

B. TRAN OR fGIYEI VAN Dltlt, SGT, 1lC LOR, DOC 1964, RE­
LEASED II 1982. BT 
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......... DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~CS MESSAGE CENT~R 

IDITIIE lYtN ROOW4119 Z060315 
I ZSOlOn 1Jl 15 
FM JCRC LlAID 8ANGIDl TK 
TO CDR JCIC BARBUS PT HI 
DfO USCOOAC tOrullU HI//JVJ3/Jl6// 

DlA WASHIJGTtl DC 
SECDEF ~ IOASD-lSAifHIAI/ 
WITDOJS£ VASIU//ISCM CHlLDRESSI/ 
CIA~ 

em: 
SEtTtal 03 Of 03 UAID BAIIjiQl TH ..C119 

SW .U.Y 15 

SliJ: JCRC I£POR1 15-G49, CXJMAUlS, CHIIESE tfLD U 

UICUI)IIi A Gal) UBER (f TAIWANESE) HI OTHERS VERE 
tOYED FD THANH PtOii TO CP-l. SWRCE HEARD Atl II-CAMP 
RlD THAT THE VAlli PAD LAO CDIC-IIlOS WW) ALSO IE tO/EO 
TO CP-3 AM» THAT SRY <fFERED THEM TO T1f£ LAO 60VT, BUT 
LADS HAD Yn TO ACCEPT THEIR IEUAS£ All) IETURI. 
8. SOORCE. Wf£1 AStED IY IITUVIEVER. IEC'tQifiED 
IY lAME THE FOI..U*IIG IIDIVIOOALS MD PROVIDED TH£ FOUC*­
IE ADOITICIIAL IlfORMATIIJI A8CliT niM: 

A. ~ACH TtU:, UG MIIIJRID, SIU£. OUIES£ AID OTH 
YIEllAMESE. WAS A FORMER MEMBER Of A MILITANT SECT TO 
FREE MAIMWD CHIIA flOC MAO TSE Dllli, fn&rr t.GAINST 
THE FREtiCH. A1iD VAS FORMER MBI Of M AIM 5Tlt DIVISIIJI. 

8. HAl, R£L!ASED, IS A ont£RlER. 

C. liUYEN VAN TUIIi, RELEASED. IS A IDRTH£RNER, IS HARD 
Of HURING AND D LIVES lJI tOC. 

D. HA»>, REL!AS£D. ¥AS fRQ( liHE All (P), LIVES II J«:MC. 

E. lliU\'01 CAD D. Tie toll, IS A II>RTHERI£R, REUASED. 

F. llW«i VAll OttDG. RELEASED. LMS II tCMC AID WRlED 
AS A OlSCIPLIIARY CADRE FOR TH£ CCMUUSTS lliiLE AN 
I*ATE. · 

9. SOORCE. AFTER REL!ASE. ~l Y MIT TW R£LEASED 
Cl:JINOOOS. 80TH TCXiETHER. II tDU: AT THE 00 ~ TA 
MAUET. !liE VAS EITHER liUYEI OR TRM VAJI DINK (fAMILY 
NAME IJT RECAUEOl AND ntE OTHER IllliVIDUAL'S lAME JilT 
RECALUD. SOORCE CIL Y liOIS (f aMWmOS CURREiillY HELD 
Ill 00 LOCATIOO. THAIUt LAM MD CP-l. 

10. SOORCI HAS A SISTER. rJ·AM_J£.. Wtl), IN 1972 I 

VAS MARRIED TO A US SOLDIER VrTH WOC SHE UV£0 AT 
: DAtA H£ HAS HAD., 

tniTACl WITH HER. 

BT 

ACTION U,M) 
INFO CMB 1;((1) SECDEF:(•) SECDEf(9) USDPUl) 

USOP:lSA(l) USOP:MlA(ll OC-1(2) t141C(•) OS-lCCU 
AT-3(1) 08-2(1) 08-2C(1) D8·2C2(1) DB-40(1) DIA(1) 

+SAFE 
SECTIQNAU 1) 

TOTAL OOPIES REQUIRED 32 

.. --... 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENT~R 

- --
RQITIIE IYUV RtlmlMtlV %080313 
R ZS0307I JUl as 
F1C JCIC UAISal BAISOl Tlt 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
lifO USCIMCPAC tOillll.U HI// J2/ J3/ J36// 

DIA VASHIIGT(I DC· '/ 
SECOEF VASHDC/IOASD·lSA/PV-MIAI/ 
wtnDillSE VASIU//tiSCIMR CHILDRESS// 
CIA VASIIJC 

em: 
SECTlCI OZ OF 03 LIAID IAMitOl TH «119 

3443 JULY a5 

SlBJ:. JCRC I£PORT U-049, COIWCDOS, OtiilESE HELD II 

C. &JYEI DINH Tlln', ZLT, TM LOR, ~ 1963, AS (f 
19/5/84. STill AT CP-3. 

D. GJYEI VAll BAMi. SGT. CDMJIICATOR. DOC 1962, AS 
Of 11/S/84. STill AT CP·3. 

E. tiiA YM lHIM, SGT, COitUliCATOR. lXX 1963. AS Of. 
19/5/84, STILL AT CP-3. 

F. tfU'fHH tari THANH, PV2. DOC 1961. AS Of 19/S/M, STILL 
AT CP-3. 

G. TRAK OR IGJYEN VAN TAM, SGT, TM LDR, ARTIST. ETHIIC 
SOOTH VIETlAMESE UmE: THEREFORE r«JT SOORCE Of XRC 
RPT M85-~4), DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED liYIJii II HCMC. 

·H. TRAN YAJI DIICH, SGT. TM LOR, DOC 1962: 1982·&3 RELEASED 
liYIMi Ul HCMC. 

I. lW lliHIA UD«i, SGT. OOC 1963: 1982·83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 

J. HA SOl, SGT. TM LDR. ·ooc 196-4; 1982-83 REUAS£D 
liYIMi Dl HCMC. 

l. HA VAll TAll, FFmCAN, OOC 1963; 198i·83 RElEASED 
LIVING Ill HOCC. 

l. NGUYEN UNH, FR<XiMAN. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVIIIG IN HCMC. 

M. lUll ~GilA (FNU>. FRCXiMAN. DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVIE IN HCMC. 

N. TRIEU CHI liEN, LY MAU SON AND LW«i MINH PHAT. 
CHINESE (fDKi lr:»«i) TAILORS, DOC 1967; HELD IN CP-3 AS 
OF 1984. 

0. TRAN OU HIEN, Zll. Tll LOR. TAIWANESE CO'MAfOJ, DOC 
1965; HELD IN CP-3 AS Of 1984. 
P. MLVE ADDITIONAL TAIWAHESE ta4MANDOS (lAMES UlfK). 

INCLUDING Z l MAJ. 3 X CAPT AND 1 l ZLT. All OF VHOM ARE 
STILl IMPRISONED IN CP-3. 

Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO aMCANOOS tNCLlllUIG 
YANG CHU AND YANG CHA (S•g• VHIT£ SUNNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS Of 1984. 

6. SOURCE HEARD fR()I UEII (THE TAILOR) THAT AT 
SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION. AT QUYET TIEN, HE HAD · 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS. EXPLAINING HE VAS ABLE TO CON· 

ACTIC* <I,M) 
INFO CM8 ~(1) SECDEF:(•) SECDEF(9) USDPUl) 

USDP:ISAU) USDP:MIA(l) DC-2(2) NMIC(•) OS-1C(l) 
AT-3(1) DB-2(1) 08-ZC(1) 08-2C2{1) DB-40(1) DIA(l) 

+SAFE 
S£CTIONAU 1 l 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 32 

VERSE VITH SOCE Of THEM VIA ti>RSE COOE TAPPING (llfl). 
SOORCE UNDERSTANDS THE COIWIDOS HAD BEEI HELD. U (XJYET 
TIEN. THEN PHU W. THEI PtOii ~. 1lD THAIIt PfDG· -­
MD THEil CP-3. 

1. SOORCE VAS HELD II l·Z THANH JltDii FD 1979· 
10 MD l·l THANH PtDG FlOC 1VIO-otniEillUZ. HE MET 
THE COIWJDOS VHIU U l·l. DURING THIS TIM£, SOlE 
COIWJDOS VERE GMII COG 1HA1 OEU (axiG IIIAAI DEEUI) 
STATUS (TRAISLATED. MEANS VIU OR WL&AR WillER) WitCH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICAllY THE SAME TYPE Cf PIIDER 
LABOR BUT II A DIFFERENT LOCATICI All) VEl£ PAID APPROl to 
IDG PER JOmt. SOtETIMES VARYDli DEP£Jilli UPCI Dl 
PROOOCTIOI. THEY VERE GMII 01[ tomt WYE WIJAl.LY Nm 
VERE Al.l.MD TO GO tOCE. IClST ElltiiiC Yl£TIAM£S£ DID IJT 
RETURN AmR THEIR UAYE BUT ESCAPED IISTIAD. Cla.Y 1H£ 
TAIVAIESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD Ml FAMILY SUPIUT SYSltM 
II taJITRY TO ASSIST II £YADIMi RE·ARREST. THE Ol AREA 
FOR THE CCIG IGWI DEU VAS APPROl 10 1M LOG AIID WAS CAllED 
•lHU SAN lUAT THANH LAM" OR THAIIt LM PmJCTICI AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST VAYE Of l*ATES FAILED TO IETURI FID 
LEAVE. THE Will AREA VAS GREATlY REDUCED FOR EIHANCEMENT 
Of SUPERVISIC*, EACH PUTCO. Of Z0-30 IJICAT£S VAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE. AND A DAILY HEAD COONT VAS com:TED AT 
Z1DD HRS. lHE AREA VAS LOCATED APPROX 15 D4 FDL THANH 
m:Hi. SOORCE VAS tm AVARE OF IT EVER HAVII«i BEEI CALLED 
l-4. IK) WtG NHAN'S VERE EYER MOVED FROC TlfANH LAM AC­
CORDitli TO SOORCE 'S li«M.EDGE. TliEY REMAINED AT TlWIH lNI BT 
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PAGt it- HSS c 1494 
0~1tNE -- · CENSER HESSftCl -- 2831 tHARACT[RS 

'iEMCI fROM ~lA VASHINGl~N DCi/Dt-1//, SSH 684& AT Sl 17~12 AUC8~ 
. fiNG ASSICNE~ BY HSS: 
HAl ARCS 

PRINTE~ ASSICNE~ BY nss: 
Wi.UL .. 

SUBJECT ASSICHE~ BY nss: 
. OC9, DIA, SEAl, CHINA, RUU:JCS, VIETNAM, SE ASIA, 

CURR£~1 DATE 8~8729, 

OICltONAP.Y: C9, PROFILE: 
1 118 32~ 342 343 471 63t g~; 938 

Nt11C-·AUTODIN HSC· NUtiatR: 
iS4·8232&& 

CDS~ a NSS89~ "CK : 8~214/P4&32 TOR a 8~2141316 fTSTOP. : 8~2141338 
EZfl: 
RTTS2YUW RUfKJCS 684& 2141318· 1UEkDit. 

Elfi: 
R S217)2i: AUG S~ 

fH ~lA WASHINGTON DC 
TO ~UHQSP~/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INfQ RUtAIIMCik WASliiNGTON DC, 
RUI11BK/JCRC LlkiSOK tANCt.Ot. lH 
RUH~i!QA/l!SCHl~r~C HCtiOlVLIJ HI//J2/J3/J3H/ 
RUHJCS/S£CDH ".'ASH I HGTON DC !/O~SD-1 S~/F\1-t'll A// 
Bl 

US~: 

94: 
·21,88€ 

SUBJ: REPORl OF INTERVIEV 
ns:: 
1. IN APPP.OX1t1.C.TEL Y HOVtt!5~P. 19H THE PII.F.OlH INM~HS AT THE 
HOH' THA~G AGRICULTUP.At SITE rn~HG TRUO~G HO~G THAN~! tOHTROLLEe EV 
PHO LU PP.ISOS v.t~£ TP.ANSFERF.EO TC TAN l~.P PRISON. lHE IMATES ~'£Rt 

~OVEC DUt TO TH~ IMPfNDIM; EOP.CEe HOSTitiTI£~ EET~EW TH£ PEOPtE'S 
RfPUBll C OF CHI ~P. W~Cl AND THE SOC I All H REPUeLI C ~t VI £T~~.!'i l~RV!. 

THE PAROlEES REI'\AIH£U AT TA~ LAP PRISON UNTil APPRO>:IM~Ht Y JANL1ARV 
OP. FEBRUARY 197~ Vn[~ THEY ~tit no\~D TO THE THANH LAM PP.OOVCTIO~ 
AREA O:HU SAK Xl1AT KHANH LAN, ALSO KNOVH AS SUBCA~F K-4 OF THE 
THA~H PHONC PRISON. 
2. V~ILE Al TA~ LAP PRISON £MLISU~ C~DP.£, SCT. PHAn THANH 
DON~. iEnARKED 10 SOURCE TH~T At1ERICAN FOWS HAD BEE~ HHO AT TAH LAP 
PRISON DURING THE WA~ YEAnS. HE nADE NO FURTHER HE~TION OF THE 
PREHN~E or. U.S. POW$ Ai TAN LAP AND Dl~ NDT SAY IN WHICH SUBCAMP 
THE PO~ VERE HELD. 
3. SOURCE NAD VISITED TNE TAN lAP FRISOH BRIEFLY I~ HID-19E~, 

· DEPARTING THERE IN APPROXIM~iELY AUGUST 19SS. AT T~AT TI~E THE 
PRI~ON fACILITIES VEP.E PRIMITil~. HE A~D DTHER H£~EP.S OF HIS CPS 
34A CO~MAHDO TEAK VEP.E BRIEFLY H£LD THE~£ AT THAT TIHE WHILE IN 
TRA~SIT tETrtEN HOA LO FRISON ~ND QUYET liEN PRISON. THE TA~ LAP 
PRISON VAS ALSO UOWN AS THE PHU THO PRISON AND WAS A NAiiON/11 lEVEl 

OUTTGO LNG 

DETENTIO~rACILilY. SOUr.C£ k£11HER OfSER\~D NOR ~EARD Of ANY 
AHlRICAHS Al lAN lftP IN 1~&~. SOURtE flliEVEO THE TAN lAP PR~ON VAS 
DUICKAlED A "ODH PRISON ORAl liEU HAUl IN THE LATE 1978S . 
4. SQ~RtE or PARA~ 1·3 IS ~C... A FORK!"R OPS 34A 
CDHnANDO C~rT~RED IN 1964. HE PREVIO~SLY SlATED PE HEARD Or ~.S. 
PVS non FORnER SO\IlH VIE1NAft£SE ARHY AIRBORNE PHSOHNfl HE MT IN 
1979 AHD VHO ~AID THE\ HEAP.D U.S. PVS VERE MELD Al TAN LAP IK 
19tl-6&. OIA IS NOl AV~RE Of AN¥ U.S. PVS HtLD Al TAN lAP 
Dl1RINC THE VAt HOST FORKU ors 34A COt\MAHDOS \IH(t HA\tl TRANSITED 
TAN lAI' HAVE 5EPORTED A SIIULAP. HEARSAY SlORY ATU IBUHD TO CMP 
G~AROS. 

~. POC I~ DIAI'DC-l -~~ SEDC~ICK TOURISDN. 

Bl 
EZS6: 

ACTION DC-2 txl nu 
I~FO USOP: ISA (~ USDP: "lA t•1 CI1B QC (I) S£CDH: tr.) 

IES46 

NHHN 
E2S7: 

SE CDEF t»:l USDP (a) NM I C l1l VO ()i.) 0 I 1\ t•l 
•SAH 

TOTAL C~PIES ~EQUIRED 

-- ..... 

--------
------

--
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ROUTINE 
R 021723Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CIA WASHINGTON DC 

20,887/DC-2 
SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
REF: JCRC RPT 35-049 

...-.. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS6045 2141315 

CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

1. SUMMARY: . TWO FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS WERE 
TRANSFERRED TO THE K-1 SUBCAMP OF THANH PHONG PRISON, THANH HOA 
PRISON, IN 1980 •. BOTH OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED TO REPAIR PRISON 
VEHICLES AND WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT WHILE AT 
THANH PHONG. ONE OF THE OFFICERS, jSl- WAS RELEASED FROM THANH 
PHONG PRISON IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1982. 
2. TWO SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY OFFICERS, ONE NAMED ~s~ WERE 
TRANSFERRED IN 1980 FROM SUBCAMP K-2 TO K-1. AFTER ARRIVING AT K-1· 
THEY WERE GIVEN RESPONSIBILITY FOR REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE OF THE 
CAMP'S ASSIGNED VEHICLES LOCATED AT THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS ADJACENT 
TO K-1. BOTH INDIVIDUALS WERE GIVEN CONSIDERABLE FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT AND WERE ABLE TO LEAVE K-1 WITHOUT ANY ESCORT. BECAUSE OF 
THEIR SPECIAL STATUS THEY WERE NOT ON FRIENDLY TERMS WITH MANY OF 
THE OPS 34 COMMANDOS DETAINED AT K-1 WHO CONSIDERED THEIR FAVORED 
TREATMENT AS INDICATIVE OF CURRYING FAVOR WITH THE ENEMY. ONE OF 
THE OFFICERS, ~~c SPOKE AN ETHNIC SOUTHERN DIALECT BUT WAS SAID 
TO BE FROM A NORTHERN FAMILY. S~ REPORTEDLY RECEIVED VISITS FROM 
HIS NORTHERN fAMILY MEMBERS WHILE AT K-1. INMATES ALSO SAID THAT 
HIS FAMILY HAD A 11 REVOLUTIONARY BACKGROUND 11 AND HAD BLEN ABLE TO USE 
THEIR INFLUENCE AND MONEY TO BUY HIS TRANSFER TO K-2. sse WAS 
RELEASED FROM K-1 IN APPROXIMATELY JUNE 1982. BOTH .:SSe.. AND THE 
OTHER OFFICER RESIDED IN K-1 WITH OTHER INMATES AND PERFORMED 
UNSUPERVISED ODD JOBS AT THE REQUEST OF CAMP GUARDS WHEN NOT 
INVOLVED IN VEHICLE REPAIR. 
3. THE TWO RVNAF OFFICERS WERE RESPONSIBLE FOR REPAIR OF THE 
CAMPS SEVEN VEHICLES WHICH INCLUDED TWO BULLDOZERS, FOUR ZIL HEAVY 
TRUCKS AND ONE 3/4 TON TYPE VEHICLE. THESE VEHICLES WERE NORMALLY 
KEPT PARKED AT THE PRISON CAMP HQ NEXT TO THE HQ MAIN OFFICE. THE 
TWO OFFICERS WERE ALSO PERMITTED TO TAKE VEHICLES INTO THANH HOA 
CITY FOR REPAIR AND sse.... DID TELL OTHER INMATES THAT THE TWO OF 
THEM DID VISIT THANH HOA CITY FROM TIME TO TIME. THE TWO FORMER 
RVNAF OFFICERS WERE ASSIGNED BY THREE MECHANICS SELECTED FROM AMONG 
THE CRIMINAL INMATES AT K-1. 
4. COMMENT: SOURCE OF INFORMATION IS <=5 ~ A 
FORMER FROGMAN COMMANDO IMPPISONED IN NORTHERN VIETNAM UNTIL HIS 
RELEASE FROM K-1/THANH PHONG PRISON IN MID-1982. THE RVNAF OFFICER 

AND FORMER COMMANDO NAM~ HAD REFERRED TO APPEARS TO 
CORRESPOND TO 6/ ~M.f_ IDENTIFIED IN REF B MESSAGE 
AS HAVING RECENTLY FLED VIETNAM BY BOAT AND TO CURRENTLY BE RESIDING 
AT PAIA 
5. FOR JCRC LIAISON: REQUEST SOURCE BE REINTERVIEWED DURING 
YOUR·NEXT VISIT TO GALANG TO CLARIFY S~~ BACKGROUND AT K-1 AS 
REPORTED BY ~:) t!-
6. POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 

ACT I ON DC-2 (2) 
INFO NMIC(l) V0(1) DIA(2) 

+SAFE 

(D,6,8,F) 

MCN=B5214/046?7 TnD=R~?14/1~1~7 ~An=R~?14/1327Z CDSN=MIA029 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
021723Z AUG 85 
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ROUTINE 
R 051711Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC 
TO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

·20' 909. 
SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
REfS: A. JCRC LNB ·RPT 185-049 

..... ----- ~- ----

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ZYUW RUEKJCS6524 2171949 

B.· DIA 0 ° MSG 021723Z AUG 85 
1. 0 I A INTERVIEWED FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO 5 c.. 
CONCERNING THE IDENTITY OF THE TWO FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMY 
(RVNAF) OfFICERS IMPRISONED WITH HIM AT SUBCAMP K-1/THANH PHONG 
PRISON OUR I NG 1980-82. S c_ IDENTIFIED tJ A-lt/1£- SOURCE OF 
REF A, AS ONE OF THESE TWO FORMER RVNAF OfFICERS. HE STATED THAT 
NAVf~WAS A LONER AND HAD LITTLE CONTACT WITH ANY OF THE OTHER 
COMMANDOS I MPR I SONE D WITH HIM. HE AGREED WITH SSt:. AS 
REPORTED IN REF B THAT AI~ DID GO ON VEHICLE RESUPPLY RUNS 
TO THANH HOA CITY BUT HIS RECOLLECTION WAS THAT THIS ONLY HAPPENED 
FROM TIME TO TIME.·~~ ALSO OPINED THAT THESE TWO OFFICERS, OF 
ANYONE AT THANH PHONG, HAD TO KNOW THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THANH 
PHONG PRISON AND ALL SUBCAMPS AS THEY DEPARTED THE CAMP IN VEHICLES 
TO DRIVE TO AND FROM THANH HOA CITY. ~ STATED THAT HE HAD NOT 
HAD ANY CONTACT WITH /Vk~~AFTER RELEASE FROM PRISON. HE IDENTIFIED 
THE OTHER RVNAF OFFICER WITH ~Ji. AND WHO WROTE TO HIM AS N~£. 

A FORMER RVNAF CAPTAIN AS ~ku~ 
2. POC IN DIA/OC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 

BT 

ACT I ON DC-2 (2) 
INFO NMIC(l) VO(l) DIA(2) 

+SAFE 

(D, 6, F) 

MCN=85217/0400~ TOR=85217/1949Z --TAD=85217/2018Z CDSN=MIA223 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
051711Z AUG 85 
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DEPARTMENT OF -DEFENSE 
VCS MESSAGE CENTER 

,··))c. K 

·~ 

·~ ~o~;~~~2Z DEC 84 
ZYUW RUMTBKA3807 3620512 

~g FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO DIA WASHINGTON DC 

LIAISON BANGKOK TH 6380] 

CITE: 3494 DEC 84. 

SUBJECT: RE-EQ CAMP LOCATION 

REF : A. AMEMBASS Y SINGAPORE 11 :>c.12Z. OCT .S4. ;.-
B. USCINCPAC HONO HI 190337Z OCT 84. 
C. CDR JCRC BARBERS-·PT 222230Z OCT 84. 
D. DIA MSG 201522Z NOV 84, 

1. REF A WAS ORIGINAL MSG REPORTING VN REFUGEE 
-6.c_ WHO WAS HELD IN THANH PHONG CAMP. REF 

B WAS A RETRANSMITTAL OF REF A. REFS C AND 0 REQUESTED 
INTERVIEW FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ON THE THANH PHONG 
CAMP. 

2. OUR I NG NOVEMBER 84 INTERVIEW TRIP, $c.__ WAS 
INTERVIEWED. WITHOUT MAPS, -:5C:.... DESCRIBED THE ROUTE 
FROM THANH HOA TOWN TO THE CAMP AS FOLLOWS: TAKE THE 
THANH HOA- CAM THUY ROAD (119) FOR APPROXIMATELY 25 KM 
TO THE T5 RE-ED CAMP, THEN CONTINUE ON FOR APPROXIMATELY 
50 KM GOING WEST TO·THE THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP. 

C
~. 3. SC:.. WILL BE REINTERVIEWED WITH APPROPRIATE 
·j MAPS NEXT TRIP (LATE JANUARY - EARLY FEBRUARY) TO SATISFY 
~ REQUIREMENTS SET FORTH IN REFS C AND D. 

.. e 

4. $ C.. WAS QUESTIONED CONCERNING 
A(rr~t~ RESULTS WITH XEROX OF NOTE 

ALLEGEDLY WRITTEN BY ~~WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY 
AS A LETTER REPORT. 

BT 

ACTION (U,P,8,F) 
INFO DC-2 2 NMI C (1) AT-3 (1) DE-2 (1) DB-2 (1) 

DB-28 1) DB-2C (1) DB-4G (1) DB-503 (1) D I A (1) 
DC-4A3 { 1) 

+SAFE 

MCN=84362/01087 

_ ___,----~ 

TOR=84362/0514Z~ TA0=84362/0515Z CDSN=MIA017 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
270512Z DEC 84 
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Singa~ore, ·June 17th, 1981 

Dear Sir, 

As requested by your letter, I would like to send you my piece of information 

concerning the reeducation camps. 

(A) My curriculum vitae: 

/(1) Name: 

(2) D & POI1: 1932 in GIA DINH 

(3) Marital status: Married, with five children: one child and wife still 

in Vietnam, one child in the U.S. and three in Singapore with me. 

(4) Occupation: Officer in the former Republic of VN's Army 

(5) Former position and rank: Infantry Lieutenant Colonel, Deputy . 
Commander of Saigon Special Zone, in charge of operations. Hy serial number 

was 52-120284. 

(B) Times and places of detention: 

(I) From June 16, 1975 to October 16, 1975: 

In Long Giao Camp of LONG KHANH province, 80 kilometers east of Saigon. Camp 

population was about 5,000, from Captains to Colonels. Camp leader's name not 

r~membered. 

(2) From October 16, 1975 to June 10, 1976: 

Hoved to TAM HIEP, BIEN HOA, about 30 kilometers east of Saigon. This camp 

had been the prison for the Communist guerillas during the former regime. Camp 

leader's name_not remembered. 

Camp population was 3000, ranging from 2nd lieutenants to colonels. 

(3) From June 10, 1976 to September 18, 1977: 

Moved to the north, in camp 1 of Joint Camp II, about 180 kilometers northwest 

of HANOI. Camp leader was Captain Quy, of Battalion 776. 
~ 

Each of the three zones of this camp housed about 100 detainees. Formerly a. 

prison for Thai and foreign prisoners, this was a very solid building built by 

the French during the colonization perio~. Upon our arrival, there were about 

120 RVN officers held there. These were prisoners of war captured in the 

operation LAl'lSON 719. We saw a Thai's grave in the compound and many English 
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.•• ,,r..,.,.~··'"' ··"· 'wrds written on· the walls.'"'~.:-.· ··.'r.:.:•:<l!~··-?;.:>.···.; ...•• ~,:-;,.+r,..• .;:...;.·::-.t::;.?-:~ ..... -:~·~ ..• -· •. -:.·-:·.::.·.-)' .... ~~· ,,. .. f-;, 

... (4) From September 19, 1977 to October ·21, 1978: 

··:···-··~,., ,:-:.-•"·"'~.M~~~d ·;~~YEN -w.:-~-;;~ '};; .. -~h-~ .Secu~-i~;·-Officers. ·;:h·i~--~~;;-~~~ abo·~~-,;.9.,_~-il~~~~-ers 

west of Camp I of.Joint Cam~ II. 

Camp leader was Lieutenant C~lonel VIET who was replaced on hi~ retirement four 

months later by Captain Uyen, about 40 years old. 

The camp population was 900 ~eople out of whom 535 were criminal prisoners. 

(5) From October 21, 78 to January 21, 1980: 

Moved to VINH PHU Camp, about 140 kilometers southwest of HANOI. This was a 

very big camp with many zones. There were altogether five zones, each of which 

could house 1,000 people. I was kept in Zone J, about five kilometers away 

from Zone 5 where the camp headquarters were. My leader was captain B~~G, abvut 

SO years old, who was replaced later by Captain CHIEU. 

(6) From January 21, 1980 to my release on December 8, 1980: 

Moved to THANH PHONG Camp in THANH HOA province, about 80 kilometers northt.:est 

of THANH HOA town • 

This camp was just built in March 1979 with the _capacity to hold 900 prisoners . 

There were no criminal prisoners here. 

Camp leader was Security Major NGUYEN VAN THUY. 

I was at Zone II, ruled by Captain VU BAY. This THANH HOA camp had two zones. 

(I) Zone II, THANH PHONG, about 20 kilometers away from Lao and Vietnam frontiers . 

(2) Zone IV, THANH LAM, about 17 kilometers west of THANH PHO~G Zone. 

(C) The prisoners I know stiil detained in the North from 1979 to DecenbP.r 19SO 

* 1979 in VINH PHU camp: 

• Lt. Colonel NGUYEN vAN /~ years old, of Division I headquarters. He was 

d1scharged from the army-'1n January 1974 . 
/ 

Lieutenant DOAN V~rNGO, 53 years old, of the Military Security Department. 
/ . 

- Lieutenant NGUYEN VAN THIEN, 53 years old, of the Defence Hinistry, forr.~er 

Military Attache assistant at the RVN Embassy in the Philippines . 
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1- Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAl, 55, former RACH GIA province chief. 

,~Colonel TRAN VAN THANG, s~. of Inspector General Department, of the General 
·.-c 

Staff. 

1 -.Colonel NGUYEN VAN SAO, 49. years old, of Bureau 4, Hilitary Security . 

1- Colonel CllU VAN SANG, 50 years old, of Bureau 2, Hilitary Security. 

Colonel NGUYEN KINH LUAN, 50, Commander of Unit 101 (Bureau 2) 

J - Colonel LE PHU PHUC, 50 years old, Chief of Bureau 6, Army Corps I\' in CA..~ THO. 

I- Colonel NGUYEN VAN TAN, 49 years old, Chief of Bureau 2, Navy headquarters. 
,-;-:.­

Colonel NGUYEN VAN LUONG, 53, Planning Assistant of the Head of the Poiy-!-:ar 

Department. 

I- Colonel TRAN KIM HOA, 52 years old, Chief of Military Bureau of the Pri~e 

Minister's office. 

\ 

" 

Colonel TO VAN VAN, 53 years old, former RACH GIA province chief. 
(J::•" 

Colonel NGuYEN VAN PHUC, 50, of the ~ly-war Department ,, 
J-:_·l 

Colonel NGUYEN QUOC HUYNH, 54, Commander of the School of Poi.y-t-Tar 

\- Colonel NGUYEN VAN VINH, 55, member of the Military Bureau in Saigon . 
(~>' . 

"- Colonel NGUYEN BA DI, 50, of the General Staff of the Pofy-\,'ar Department 

\-Lieutenant-Colonel LEVAN LOI, 52, of the Military Security Department. 

\-Lieutenant-Colonel LIEU QUANG TRUNG, 52, of Unit 101 

\ Lieutenant-Colonel TRAN VAN HAI, 53 of the Security group of the Presidency 

Palace 
/':. y' 

\- Lieutenant-Colonel DOAN BOI TRAN, 58, Deputy Conunander of the -Poly-t\ar school, 

Army Corps III. 

\- Lieutenant VO MINH TRI, 49, District Chief of District 6, Saigon area. 

\- Lieutenant TRAN QUANG THANG, SO, of the Military Bureau of the Presidency 

Palace 

-Lieutenant VU VIET SINH, 57, Chief of the Interrogation Center of Army 

Corps Ill in BIEN HOA_ 

~ ·.f 
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:..'·t.t:;· Colonel PlWl BA THICH, 50, Assist~~t Chief of Buteau 3 of l-lilita~y·· · 

Security Department 

-Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN LONG, 61, Director of the Buddhist Chaplain 

Directorate. 
.,..,. 

'- Lt. Colonel BUI TON DAN, 49, of the Communications Department 

l''>i 
l- Lt. Colonel PHAN LAC PHUC, 52, of the P-61:y-\-lar Department 

('::.,!' 
\- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAl~ TUYEN aka VAN QUANG, 50, of the )~oly-\-lar Department. 

\-Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN TIEN, 50, former province Chief of BAN HE THUOT 

\-Lt. Colonel DUONG BATHE, 50, of the Navy Headquarters 
.{J.;.; 

\-Lt. Colonel VU QUANG ~GHINH, 51, of the General Staff of the J>oly-war Dept. 

\_Lt. Colonel BUI CONG HO, SO, of .the Headquarters of the 5th Infantry Division. 

\- Lt. Colonel VU VAN HI, 49, of Bureau 2, General Staff 

~-Lt. Colonel VU TRUNG MUC, SO, of the THU DUC l'lilitary Academy 

\ 

\ 

\ 

\ 

Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN IIIEU, 48, of the Military Security 

Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NGU, 53, of the Militory Security 

Major NGUYEN KIM LUONG, 48, of Bureau 2, of the General Staff 

Hajor TRAN BA QUANG, 48, Bureau 3, General Staff 

Major HUYNH VAN UT, 48, of CHAU DOC Sub-sector 

Major TRUONG VAN CHAC, SO, of the Investigation Center, General Staff 

\ Colonel HUYNH NGOC DIEP, 58, former BAC LIEU province chief 

\ - Captain PH.t\M HUE NAM, .45, of the Poly-War School. This man was captured in 

August 8, 1974 in TUYEN DUC province. 

\ Captain PHAM THIN, 45 years old, police officer of the Police Headquart~rs 

(Judiciary Police). 

\ - Mr. TRUONG VI TRI, 45, Representative of District 5, CHO LO~ • 
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:...s-
·· ... ·.:.;:.;.~~ .. ·-· ·(D) The prisoners released from THANH PHONG camp ·between September and':·_:···. 

December 1980 

, ..• · ·-.<- •. There were .-:1ltogether 49 people. . ..... ,:·-·~·- ·,•:.•.·...,.- -···.·-·.···. 

/ 

~tr. L.Al-1 XUAN, 63, Saigon Councillor 

- Mr. BUU THIEU, 50, Head o~ VUNG TAU Treasury 

Hr. NGuYEN VAN DO, SO, prosecutor of PHUOC TUY province 

- Lt. Colonel VU QUANG GIAI,"" 49, of the Poly-\~r.r Dept 

- Major LE VAN TRUOC, 45, of the Air Force Headquarters 

Mr. NGUYEN TAN PHAT, 33, of the Public Service Dept. 

-Major NGuYEN HUNG CHUONG, 57, of the Presidency Palace. 

Those released during this period of time, from September to December 1980 (49 

people) were divided into three groups, released at three different rimes. I 

can't remember all their names • 

(E) Names of people who died in VINH PHU camp (whom I knew well as friends) 

In Zone I of VINH PHU camp, the death toll was very high. Counting on the nu~-

ber of graves at the cemetery for political prisoners, there were 125 deaths 

from 1978 to January 1980. I have no idea of the matter in other zones of the 

camp • 

/ - Lt. Colonel TRUONG NGOC HOANG, 51, of Bureau 3, General Staff 

I 

I 

/ 

/ 

-Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN NAM, 56, of the Logistics Department. 

Lt. Colonel DANG BINH MINH, 46, of the Presidency Palace 

- Lt. Colonel HO QUANG V~NG, 53,of Army Corps III. He died in Zone II of 

VINH PHU camp • 

Lt. Colonel HOANG BA LAC, 51, of Bureau 2, General Staff . ...... .~!..,.;. , 'I , ~ 

- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN QUANG HUNG, 49, of the Poly-\,'ar Department. He died in 

Zone V, VINH PHU camp in December 1979. 

- Lt. Colonel NGUYEN VAN HUU, 51, of SA DEC Military sub-sector. He committed 

suicide in January 1980 . 

Dear Sir, 

The above information is true to the best of my knowledge. I hope it would b~ 

of use to your relevarit work and I will be available for any further informa­

tion conccrn:i.nr, the n~thern reeducation camps. Sincer·ely your~, 
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Sourco: 

VI k.1'tl ;\~\ 28 October 19U3 

rour Re-€ducaUon Camps ~n 1\ort.hern nnd ~outhern 
Vletn1m, 

i~ugu:; t 1982 - February 19t:3 

A. A marrled Vletnamese mole born ln 1928. The 
h~gh~st level of education h~ achie~~d 1s 10th 
Grade of the French colonial system. In 1964, 
ns a Captain in the /,HVN he was recruited into 
the 11 Red DrAgon" group of the "Technical Services" 
ul vis ion' D joint U~/VietnAnleSe tra111 tary intelli­
denc~ organisation, ln 1966, as team leader, he 
wAs ;;arachuted lnto lia Tuyer. province North Viet­
nam, and after only five wevks wAs captured, He 
wa~ held ln various camps 1n North Vietnam until 
1978 when he was transferred to Thonh rhong Camp 
where he remained until his release in August 1982. 

D. ~divorced V1etr.an1ese mille torr. 1.n Ba Xuyen, 
HAu Giang province in 1943. ·~he highest level ·· !' 
educ~tlo~ he achleved ls 11th GrAde. He was 
eeptupe9 1R 19?9 uRUAt IH~J'"ia:)g Qs; a CQptain 1n 
a h~adquArters unit of the /,!~'IN. /I.e a r-oliticnl 
gr~dunte he was ~lnJled out for special attentio~ 
ond was transferred to the Hn tuyen re-education 
camp ln 1976. After one year he wos transferred 
to the Vinh ~hu camp u~t1l May 1982, whe~ he was 
mov~d back to southern Vlctnam and held in the 
Xuan Loc (K3} camp ttll hls relcose in Fecruary 
1963. 

The Thanh Phfr:g re-P.ducutlon carr.p 1s locatP.d ln the Nhu 
Xuan district o!hanh hoa province, northern Vietnam, and is 
commanded by l.t. Cc·l. N~uyen tluy Thuy of the Public Sect:r1ty 
Police ~ervlce (Cong An). · 

2. Altogether there ore well ln excess of 2000 prisoners, all 
male, held 1n the camp which is pr1.marlly for 1\RVN o!ClcP.rs, 
particularly those with intelligence aud espionage experh:rJce, 
though there are about 1000 common crlm1.nals, held for more 
serious crimee. The prisoners are dlvJ-'···! u,:: into five cell 
blocks number~d K1 to ~5 as follows: 

JCcllblock ••• 
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Cellblock K1 - more than 200 prisoners with former hdVN 
inteiiiaence or espionage trainlng. 

Cellblock K2 - more than 000 other ::;~n1or AHVN o!f'1ccr~. 

Cel}t;ocks K3-K~ - ulmost 1000 common criminals held for 
ser ous crime~. 

}. c~~p routine, conditions ond treAtment are generally the 
same for all prisoners though those ln K1 section suffered much 
harsher pun! shment end otJuse. A 1 :JO, they were kept ur.der 
constant nrmed guArd, even when ~erformlng forced labour. 

4. The food rntion consisted of 12 kilograms of potato- nour 
or sorghum per prlsoner each month. This could be supplemented 
by whatever additional food the prisoners could crow or scavenge 
themselves. Death t1;rough malnutrition and related diseases, 
as well a.o, torture ;.ns corr.-r.on. No medlca1 attent1on was ava11nble. 
A favourite trick of eome sadistic guards was to rope or chaln 
tobether groups of ~rlsoners when moving them tc or from the 
~orkplace, then yank on the ropes/chains savodely causing the 
prison~rs to fall down with resultont dislocation or breaking o~ 
limbs. ~everAl prlt.oners were beat.en to death with rifle butt:., 
during interrogAtion, and several shot on the spot trying to 
escape. Helatlves of dead ;.rlsoners were not permitted to claim 
the body which was buried by fello~ prison~rs in the camp gruve 
yard. t::ach K sec tl(ln had 1 ts own uur ial ground end the groves ln 
X} section alone numbered aruund 290. 

5. Prisoners in sections K2, K3, K~ end K5 were permitted 
v1~1 tor~ once a month, thOUt!h they could r.ot rucu.1 ve money, fond 
or clothing as g1ft3. No lnternat1o1nl orgarlsatlons were known 
to visit the camps, 

6. The Ha Turen rc?-educa t1on cams; is loca t·-:d at the foot o! '~han 
Nuc mountain, n Deo Tru village about 2 kilometres from the 
town of Tan T1en in Ha Tuyen province, northern Vietnam. 

1, This camp hold3 more than 2000 !ormer AHVN o!f1cer5 and ls 
admlnlstered by the People's /.1 ··-r:y ~· Vietnam ( PAVN). All pr ls<Jners 
1n the camp are forced to labour At tree cutting. rice and sug~r 
cane cultlva~1on fr~m ?.OOam until 4.30pm tV~ry day of the ~eek. 

e. Three meals a day are provided con.';istln8 of a few ~n.:1ll 
pieces o! potato 1n the morning and two bowls o! dry potato ond 
salt around noon and in the evening. ,;r····t every three or !our 
weeks the diet ls varied to include on~ ~1 of cooked rice and 
a minute piece of !1sh or m~at. Vl.s .. vrs are allowed once 
every six months and they are permitted to give the prisoners one 
parcel of food and clothP.s. Al:>o pr1s·:•ners are allowed to recelve 
through th~ mall one parcel of 5 kilograms 1n weigh~ each month. 

··.i · .. 
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No money is allowed. 

9. There 1s a medical clinic estnblishcd Ln the camp stuffed 
by a nur!le from thE· PAVN. The more serious medical CAses are 
referred t,o a fellC·W prisoner who is a former ARVN doctor. 
Only a very 11m1t~ct supply of drugs/medicines ls available and 
several prisoners have died from malnutrition, malnria, ·cholera 
and berl-berl. Helntives of the deceased are not pormltted to 
clalm Lhe remains ~~lch ore Lnterred by fellow prisoners on the 
slop~s of Nhan Muc mountain. More than 100 former prlsoner~ 
are buried there. 

10. Some prisoner~ ere badly beAten during interrogation and 
o{t~n thts results in death. During 1981, two prisoners were 
accused of be 1ng "r·eAc t lona ries" and inc 1 tlng rebellion, and 
were publlclyexecuted by being shot to death. Late ln 1981• 
400 prisoners ~ere transferred to the Vlnh ~hu re-education 
camp without prior not!ce. The reason for the transfer being 
given as they were to be ploced under the jurisdiction of the 
Public ~ecurlty Service pollee (~ong An). 

11. The Vlnh ~hu re-education camp ls located about 120 kilo 
metres from the railhead of Binh Luc which is in turn about 
20 kilometres !rom Hanoi. The camp holds not less than 700 
for~er AHVN officers. 

12. Conditions at the camp are generally worse than those at 
He Tuyen, that is, more work 1n the forests, !armA and t~a 
plantations, and l•~ss food, Though the prisoners are still able 
to receive food anti clothing parcel:~ and v1:s1tors, and the only 
beating~ ere for failure to work well, there are many deaths 
from malnutrition and related·dlseaseo. It 1s estimated that 
there aJ'e no less than 200 graves of former pr1:~oners out.s1de 
the camp. 

13. In May 1982, 800 prisoners were trAnsferred by tro1n from 
V1nh Fhu camp to G1a Ral station in uong Na1 rrovince, southern 
Vietnam, where they were forced to march to the Xuan Luc re­
education camp some 6 kilometrps '~om the C1a rta1 station. 

14. The Xuan Lui re-education camp is located at the base of 
Chua Chon mounta n on the eastern s1de, some 6 kilometres !rom 
Gla Ra1, 1n l>ong Na1 province, souther·n Vletnaro. 

15. In reality there Rre two separate cRmps designated K3 and 
K~. The K3 camp is commanded by Publl· !Curity policeman, 
Colonel Trinh Von Thlch who c-?ntrols t act1vit1e.5 of the 
three &ectlon~ K3/A, K3/B and K'/c. Section K}/A includes the 
headquart~rs staff and about uOO prisoners, former AHVN officers, 
clvll servants and policemen. ~ect1on K3/B holds more thon 600 
~im11Ar prisoners, while K3/C hold~ 740 pr1soners·ir.clud1r.g 
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some !rem dia:sident l$roups such n3 Cao Oai, lloa Hao, Phuc 
auoc and the front for the Rel\ef or the Fatherland. K4 
Camp ls also divided lnto three sections and holds a total 
o! about 1500 !ormer ARVN o!!icer3, civil servants and police­
men. 

16. The conditions 1n both camps are roughly ~he same and a 
little b~tter than ts U3ually experienced in similar camps ln 
Vi~tnam. The pr1eoners are obliged to labour ln the fields, 
btJt they do receive three meAls a day consisting mainly of 
rice, corn and !ish sauce, with salted fish or meat every 
second ~eek. 1hey are able to supplement their dishes with 
self grown veg~tabl~s, and &3 they are allowed visitors three 
times a month, ther~ ia generally sufficient food and clothing. 
Also,· they are permltted to write letters home every two or 
three months, though no gl!ts or cosh may be accepted. 

17. The camp is eq:J1pped wlth a clinic, though the supply of 
dru0s/mediclnes is extremely limited. The more serious medical 
case~ nre removed u~der guard to a hospital ln nearby Bien Hoa. 
Ue~pit~ these improved conditions some deaths do occu~ at the 
cnmp and ·there are g~out 40 graves of former prisoners ln the 
vicinity ot the camp. 

18. In february 198}, qul ta unannounced, 180 pr1.5oncrs were 
called up, body &earchod and letters !rom !amll1es and friends 
confiscated, issued with R releA3e cert1!1cate, given 30 Dong 
each to hel~· them on ~e1r way and were told they were free to 
teAve. 

. ~ . . . 
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SECTION 1 OF 2 

DIST: 02 MAY i986 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM 

SUBJ: THE DISBANDMENT OF REEDUCATION CAMPS IN NORTHERN 
VIETNAM 

001: FEBRUARY 1978 TO JANUARY 1985 

SOURCE: FR()I THE DEBRIEFING OF A VIETNAMESE REFUGEE WHO IS A 
FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE AIR FORCE CAPTAIN AND 
HELICOPTER PILOT. HE OBTAINED THE INFORMATION 
fR()I FELLOW OFFICER- Hf4ATES WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
HIS REEDUCATION CAMP AFTER THEIR CAMPS WERE 
DISBANDED. HE DEPARTED VIETNAM IN JANUARY 1986. 

TEXT: 1. AS OF MID-JANUARY 1985. THERE WERE ONLY THREE MAJOR 
REEDUCATION CAMPS REMAINING IN NORTHERN VIETNAM FOR THE 
DETErHION OF LARGE GROUPS OF FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY 
PERSONNEL AND CIVIL SERVANTS. THOSE CAMPS INCLUDED THE TAN lY 
CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE. THE N~ HA CAMP IN HA NAM NINH 
PROVINCE. AND THE THANH CAM CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. 

Z. FROM APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1978 TO JUNE 1983 THE 
MINISTRY OF INTERIOR (BO NOI VU - BNV) OF THE SOCIALIST 
REPUBLIC OF VIETNAJI! ( SRVl CLOSED SEVERAL CAMPS IN NORTHERN 
VIETNAM. IN APPROXIMATELY FEBRUARY 1978. THE BNV CLOSED THE 

.POONG QUANG REEDUCATION CAMP IN LAO CAl PROVINCE BEFORE THE CHINESE 
ARMY OVERRAN THE PROVINCE. THIS CAMP VAS LOCATED ABOUT 15 
KIL()1ET£RS SOUTH OF THE VIETNAMESE-CHINESE EDRDER. 
ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC OF VIETH~ (ARVNI INMATES 
F~ THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO TAN lY SUBCAMP NUMBER THREE IN 
NGHE TINH PROVINCL t CC*ENT: ANOTHER SOURCE WHO WAS A 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE POLICE LIEUTENANT AT THE LAO CAl REEDUCATION 
CAMF SA JCo THE CHIN~SE ARMY PRACTICALLY lEVELED THE LA0 CA! CAMF 
DURING ITS ATTACKS. Hi: SAID THi: BN\' TRANSFERRED THE ARVI~ 

ACTION DIAill IU,6,71 
INFO ~CJCSC4.1 NIOS(•) J4(9) J5C2l JSOA(l) SECDEF(9.1 

USDP(11.J C3I:TP&SC3l ASD:PA(l) ASD:PA&E(ll 
USDP:DSAAI4) DI-111\ YO-PVCl) NMICI•l RTS 2BI•t 
NWS<ll JSI-3B(•) ATill AT-lODOI 010-GA(tl 010(1' 
DB-2(1) 08-ZC(l) DB-2C2(1) OB-4D3(1) OX-502(1) 
OX -6C(l) DT -1 (1) DT -5(1) D900( 1) 

+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASH.INGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+CHC CC WASHINGTON DC 
+CHC WASHINGTON DC 
+HQ AFOSI BOLLING AFf. DC 
+SAH 
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THE- CHINESE ATIACKS. LATER SOORCE AHD OTHER CAMP U14ATES WERE 
RETURNED TO CLEAN UP THE RUBBLE AT THE LAO CAl CAMP •. TREY VERE 
ORDERED TO HAUL ALL SALVAGEABLE MATERIALS SUCH AS LUMBER AND 
BRICKS FOR REUSE AT THE Ptl'WG CAM CAMP.) (HEADQUARTERS 
COMMENT: ACCORDING TO DIA ANALYSIS, THE CHINESE ATTACKED 
THE CAMP IN FEBRUARY 1979, LEAVIJ«i MINIMAL DAMAGE. LAO CAl 
VAS ACTIVE AGAIN BY MARCH 1979.) 

3. AROONO FEBRUARY 1979. THE·~ W REEDUCATION CAMP 
VAS CLOSED DURING CHINESE ATTAClS IN HOANG liEN SON PROVINCE. 

·THE ARVN lrt4ATES FRQII THIS CAMP WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE TAN lY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. 

4. THE PHU SCW REEDUCATI~ CAMP IN tmNG LIEN SCI 
PROVINCE VAS ALSO DISBANDED IN FEBRUARY 1979 DURING CHINESE 
ATIAClS. THE ARVN PRisa4ERS AT fHU SC. WERE SENT TO TAN lY. 

5. IN 1982. THE VINH PHU REEDUCATION CAMP IN VINH PHU 
PROVINCE VAS DISBANDED. SOME Irt4ATES AT THIS CAMP VERE 
RELEASED AND SENT SOOTH TO REJOIN THEIR FAMILIES. THE MAJORITY 
OF PRISONERS AT THIS CAMP VERE TRANSFERRED TO THE HAM TAN 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN THUAN HAl PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VlfTNAM. THE 
BNV CONTINUED TO USE THIS CAMP AS A CORRECTIONAL FACILITY FOR 
NORTHERN CRIMINALS. I . CC»4HENT: SOURCE LEARNED ABOUT THE 
CLOSURE OF THE VINH PHU CAMP THROOGH LETTERS FR()I.fRIENDS AND 
RELATIVES SENT TO HAM TAN FR()( VINH PHU.) 

6. IN APPROXIMATELY 1983. THE BNV CLOSED DOWN THE HA TAY 
REEDUCATION CAMP LOCATED ABOUT 20 KJL()tETERS WEST OF HANOI. 
THE HA TAY CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN USED TO HOLD GENERAL AND 
COlONEL GRADE OFFICERS OF THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE ARMED FORCES. A 
FEW SOUTH VIETNAMESE COLONELS WERE TRANSFERRED FR()t HA TAY TO 
TAN lY. BUT THE MAJORITY OF THE ARVN COLONELS AND All Of THE 
ARVN GENERALS WERE SENT TO THE NAM HA REEDUCATION CAMP IN HA NAM 
NINH PROVINCE. 

7. TH(·ntANH PtO«i REEDUCATION CAMP. LOCATED QUITE NEAR 
THE THANH CAM REEDUCATION CAMP IN THANH HOA PROVINCE. WAS 
DISBANDED CIRCA JUNE 1983. ASOUT 120 INMATES. INCLUDING FORMEP. 
GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM (GVNi CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE ORGANIZATION 
OFFICIALS. GVN POLICE OFFICERS. ARVN SPECIAL FORCES. AND A 
NlJ4BER OF TAIWANESE C()IMANOOS AND OFFICERS FR!l4 THE FORMER 
ROYAL LAO ARMY fFARI. 
WERE TRANSFERRED FROM THE THANH PHONG CAMP TO THE TAN KY 
REEDUCATION CAMP. THE PHONG THANH CAMP HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN 
ADMINISTERED DIRECTLY BY THE BNV. COMMENT: SOURCE DID 
NOT KNOW WHY THE BNV CLOSED OOiN THE THANH PHONG REEDUCATION 
CAMP .I 

8. FR()I 1980 TO ABOUT MID-1983. THE BNV SENT THREE 

FAIRLY LARGE GROUPS Of INMATES F~ THE THANH CHUONG 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN NGHE TINH PROVINCE, THE VINH PHU CAMP. AND 
THE THANH PHONG CAMP IN THANH HOA. TO THE TONG l£ CHAJ; 
REEDUCATION CAMP IN SONG BE PROVINCE. THE GIA TRUNG CAMP IN 
lONTlJII GIA RIA PROVINCE AND THE. HAM TAN CAMP IN THUAN HAl 
PROVINCE. SOUTHERN VIETNAM. SOME INMATES FROM THE THREE 
REEDUCAION CAMPS IN NORTHERN VIETNAM WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE 
NAM H~ AND TAN K' REEDUCATION CAMP~. THE THANH CHUONG CA~~ W~S 
DISBANDED It; 198: ANG 150 ARVk PRISONERS WEP.E TRANSFERRED T(. Tkl~ 
KY. . COMMENT: ACCORDING TO DIA ANALYSIS. THt 
PRISON CAMPS MENTIONED IN THIS REPORT. WITH THE EXCEPTION Of 
PHO LU PRISON, ARE STILL ACTIVE. THEREFORE. THE SOORCE 'S 
STATEMENTS THAT THE CAMPS WERE DISBANDED PROBABLY RfFERS TO 
PRISON SUB-CAMPS USED FOR ARVN REEDUCATION PRISONERS THAT MAY 
HAVE BEEN TEMPORARILY CLOSED DURING THE TRANSFER OF THOSE 
PRISONERS • ) 
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INCLUDING 2 X MAJ, 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT, ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. -. 
Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY. 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VAHG CHU AND VANG CHA (5'9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 19814. 
6. SOURCE HEARD FROM IVA-N£. THAT AT 
SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET:·_TIEH~-,~~~HAD. ·: 
BEEH'.HELD ·wiTH. AMERICANS~ ···EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON­
VERSE. WITH SOME OF THEM VIA MORSE CODE TAPPING (NFI). 
SOlffl:CE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUIET~ 
TIER, THEN PHU LU", THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHOHG ~:. 
AND THEN CP-3. 
7. SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979-
80 AHD K-1 THANH PHONG FROM 1980-0CTOBER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1 • DL""RING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU (COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. HOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUHTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE-ARREST. THE WORK AREA 
FOR THE DONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
"KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 
AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPROX 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-~. NO CONG NHAN' S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC-
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 
#14119 
NNNN 
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CONDITIONS IN THANH PHONG CENTRA~. REEDUCATION CAMP, 

THANH HOA PROVINCE, SRV (MAY '.~9]9-AUGUST 1982) 
': 

?;i'c)( -

Thanh Phong was a national level prisQn ~"!Jlder the direct control of the 

SRV Ministry of Interior·· (MOI). Inmates at J '::·Jnh Phong consisted of five 

general groups: .·political detainees, civil detainees (i.e., common 

criminals), former officers or civil officials of the government of the 

P~public of Vietnam (GVN), former commandos, and a special group of parolees 

designated "workers .. (i.e., cong nhan). All individuals except the pa"'Jled 

"workers .. were fed and cared for at the monthly rate of 12 dong per person 

regardless of inmate classification. All were housed in identical housing and 

received identical medical care. Except for parolees all other inmates were 

assigned similar work assignments. 

Camp staff and guard personnel treated all inmates except common 

criminals equally. The criminals were singled out for particularly harsh 

treatment, primarily physical abuse, for the most minor of infractions. PSS 

guards routinely acted toward civil detainees as if it didn't matter whether 

such individuals lived or died. This general attitude and behavior appeared 

to be a result of their view that these criminals would merely return to 

society and repeat their same criminal acts. Thus, if any died, then society 

was all the better off. The criminals, like all inmates, received specific 

sentences. Sentences for criminals ranged from six months to life 

imprisonment. Upon completion of these sentences many were resentenced to 

consecutiye identical periods. While some individuals could have their 

sentences reduced for good behavior, this was the exception rather than the 

rule. Such institution of consecutive sentencing also occurred among 

~· 
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political prisoners. There were two cases af Thanh Phong which demonstrated •. 

the inequities of this resentencing. Le Dinh Don was a political prisoner 

·first arrested by the Viet Minh prior to 1~54 _when he was 16 or 17 years of 

age. He was the son of a devout Catholic family in Truong My District, H~ 

Dong Province •. After completion of his first period of imprisonment he was 

released. The release came at the time Dan's family fled the North fpr South 

Vietnam. Don w~s soon rearrested because of the family's flight. Although an 

average prisoner, he was resentenced to consecutive six month terms until 

August 1982 when he was finally released. He was held in almost all prisons 

in the SRV including Camp 5/Thanh Hoa and lastly Thanh Phong. He spent nearly 

thirty years in prison for no real crime. Ton That Tan·, a personal secretary 

or advisor to former Emperor Bao Dai, was imprisoned by the Viet Minh in 1945. 

He remained in prison until released in 1977. He spent 32 years in prison, 

left prison when he was nearly 80 years of age, and reportedly returned to 

reside at Hue City. 

Deaths at the Thanh Phong Camp were common in all sub-camps except the 

paroled special "workers." The lack of other than limited medicine at the 

camp, unwillingness of camp cadre to permit seriously ill inmates to receive 

civilian medical care, harsh work assignments, physical brutality, and 

issuance to inmates of food provisions with no nutritional value, all were 

designed to kill off as many inmates as possible in the shortest period of 

time. The special "workers .. were able to obtain fresh meat and other 

luxuries, engaged in relatively light duties, and received overall better 

care. They were never brutalized and g2nerally all survived well, even in 

prison. Few if any died while in prison. The very high death rate at Thanh 
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Phong was also due to an unhealthy climate and· high concentration of flies --

i. . • 

which spread infection quickly among inmates.· The poor health of 1nmates also 

led to a lack of proper hygiene which furtber ·iontr-ibuted to the rapid spread 

of diarrhea and ameobic dysentary, the two ;·~ :-"esses most associated with 

inmate deaths. Each of the five sub-camps at Thanh Phong had its own separate 

cemefries and inmates who died in pr_ison were buried by other inmates at a 

cemetary nearby their sub-camp. The K-1 sub-camp medic received death reports 

weerly from medics at sub-camps K-2, K-3, K-4, and K-5. The death notices 

were tabulated and forwarded by the K-1 medic to the Thanh Phong Camp medical 

officer who presumedly retransmitted them to the Prisons Management Department 

(Cue Quan Ly Trai Giam) of the Ministry of Interior (Bo Noi Vu). The death 
\ 

notices identified the deceased by name, reeducation camp inmate number, date 

of birth, date of aetention, sentence, date of death, and cause of death. 

While over -90 percent of all deaths were other than the direct result of 

brutality, at least one of every ten deaths was the direct and immediate 

result of guard administered beatings. Camp cadre normally certified deaths 

by inmates who died of beatings but such deaths were shown on death 

certificates as the result of natural causes. Of the 90 percent who died 

other than as a result of beatings, most were criminals and most had been 

beaten often in the past. Sub-camp K-1 had a normal inmate population of 

approximately 300 inmates. Deaths at K-1 averaged 50 per year for each. year 

during the period mid-1979 to mid-1982. By comparision, there were few deaths 

at camp K-4 during this period because half the 200 plus inmates at K-4 were 
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paroled special 11Workers. 11 Sub-camp K-3 had approximately 300 inmates, all -· 

common criminals, and their death rate was perhaps 50 percent higher than K-1. 

Sub-camp K-2 had approximately 500 inmatesl!. 4qO former GVN officers and 

officials, and 100 criminals. Deaths at K-2 were slightly below K-1 and then 

primarily among ·the criminal inmate group. Sub-camp K-5 had approximately 300 

criminal inmates a.nd a death rate similar to K-3. 

During May 1979 - August 1982 there was only one period of time when camp 

conditions improved. In the la~ spring of 1981 an inspection team from the 

MOl Prisons Management Department arrived at Thanh Phong. The team was headed 

by Public Security Service {PSS) LTC Hoang Thanh, an infamously brutal senior 

department cadre whose duties appeared to be associated with inspections of 

SRV prisons under MOl control. All camps were cleaned up prior to his 

arrival. His visit only lasted two days. One month later the camp was 

visited by .tran Quyet, MOl Deputy Minister. Again, the camp was cleaned up 

prior to his arrival which lasted only one day. One month after Tran Quyet 

departed, the camp was cleaned again for a visit by PSS Major General {Thieu 

Tuong) Le Huu Qua. Genera 1 Qua stayed at the Thanh Phong headquarters 

adjacent to K-1 for two days. General Qua is the senior PSS officer 

responsible for all inmates in MDI prisons {phu trach pham binh pham can). 

Medical treatment at Thanh Phong was limited. Each sub-camp had two 

medics either trained as medics prior to imprisonment or given on-the-job 

training by sub-camp medical personnel. The only inmates who wer.e graduate 

doctors were normally found among the GVN inmates. The medics were all 
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inmates whose duties included diagnosis, treatment, care of in-patients, and 

related medical administrative duties. There ~re no operations performed at 
t ' 

Thanh Phong because there was no surgical equ ~.?ment. Any surgery required was 

performed only at the local Nhu Xuan Districi· Hospital. Medics often 

reconmended those seriously ill be sent to Nhu Xuan. Those who had enlarged 

appendixes were sent to Nhu Xuan and usually recovered. One RVNAF officer, 

LTC Nguyen Van (FNU), former chief of internal security for Kien Tuong 

Province~ was sent to Nhu Xuan in approximately March 1978. He had both 

throat and mouth cancer. His wife visited him at Nhu Xuan and he died at K-2 
-

after his release from Nhu Xuan Hospital. She was later advised of his death 

by the MOI and as of 1984 she was residing at 178 Vo Duy Nghi, Phu Nhuan, Ho 

Chi Minh City. 

Medicine was. normally provided to Thanh·Phong each quarter by an 

unidentified supply element of the MOI. During periods of unexpected shortage 

the prison medical officer did obtain medicine from Thanh Hoa Province Civil 

Health Dispensary and Thanh Hoa Province Women•s Association. Medicines were 

requested quarterly by the prison PSS medical officer who received medicines 

on approximately the 15th day of the third month in each calendar quarter. 

Medicines supplied each sub-camp could only meet 25 percent of the routine 

'needs of only the most seriously i 11. For examp 1 e, K-1 normally received the 

following each month: 

-50 vials Penecilin (500,000 units ea.} 

50 vials TetramYacin (1,000,000 units ea.) 
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- 1 Bottle 200 Ganidan tablets (50 Mg.) 

- 1 bottle 200 Ganidin tablets (50 Mg.) 

- "Xuyen Tam Bien, 11 400 tablets, loca11Y _manufactured compressed herbal 

medication 

- 1 bottle,. 100 grams, Sulfat Natri (stomach ache treatment) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, aspirin. (.50 mg) 

- 1 bottle, 200 tablets, "optalidon·11 pain medicine ( .05 mg) 

- 1 bottle Quinine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Nivaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

- 1 bottle Novaquine, 100 tablets (0.5 mg) 

Medicines received were often of Soviet or East Bloc manufacture. Most 

medicines indicated they should not be stored at temperatures over 23 degrees 

C but since no temperature controls existed they were normally dept in rooms 

up to 40 degrees C. Use of expired medicines was the norm. 

One of the primary reasons for poor inmate health was the·lack of 

nutritious food. Inmate care and feeding was determined by the monthly 

allowance of 12 SRV dong per inmate per month. This allowance was used to 

cover the cost of all food and medicines. Inmate medical needs were 

calculated at 3 xu per person per day ( 100 xu = 1 dong). There were no 

vitamins available to supplement the food allowance which consisted of the 

following per month per person: 

- 12 Kg. cereal products, generally 70 percent wheat flour .. Dried manioc 

was substituted for up to 50 percent of the cereal product from time-to-time. 
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Rice was supposed to constitute 30 percent of -the cereal allottment. No rice. 

was supplied in 1979 - 1980 and less than 30 ):~tcent during 1981 - 82. 
r . -

- Fresh meat. Supplied only four till}es ,?er year: noon meal to 

celebrate International Labor Day on l May, .~r.·on meal to celebrate SRV 

national day on -2 September, and one meal on 1 Janaury for the New Years Day. 

Meat on each of these days was 200 gr_ams per person and was subtracted from 

the monthly food allottment. The fourth occasion was one meal each day for two 

rtays, on the first and second days of the Lunar New Year, not to exceed 500 

grams per person, total. The cost of this meat was also subtracted from the 

monthly food allottment. Inmates all engaged in vegetable farming and raised 

pigs. Pigs were finally eaten when they died. 

·Thanh Phong inmate medical personnel included the following: 
(' _,_. (\ f .C. 
~;\0\.~---···· 

~-;5-" - K-1: , 6C--· former commando. Released 8/82. 

- Mai Nhue Anh, former commando. Released 8/82. 

- Nguyen Huu Nghia former commando. Replaced 

Released 1983 and returned to reside in HCMC. Nghia's older 

brother was RVNAF major Nguyen Huu Le, still held in 

K- 2/Tha nh Ph ong. 

(LNU) Su, former pickpocket, trained to replace Mai Nhue Anh. 

- K-2: - Former RVNAF LTC (Dr.) Ho Dac Su, assigned in Saigon prior to 

30 Apr 75. LTC Su had an uncle, Dr. Ho Dac Di, a professor at 

the Hanoi Medical College. 

- One medic assistant, name unknown. 
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- K-3: - Dr. Nguyen Van Ngu, fromer resident of Kinh Giang Village, -· 

Thuy Nguyen District, Hai Phong municipality. Served as camp 

doctor of K-2 in 1979 - 80! Transferred to K-3 in June 

1981. Released from prison in October 1981. 

- K-4: - ·Unknown. 

- K-5: - Nguyen Van Huan, fonner PAVN Sgt., previously sentenced to 

life imprisonment on murder conviction, reduced to 20 years 

hard 1 f'l)o r. 

(LNU) Quang, former PAVN NCO, escaped early 1982 and acc~rding 

to local Thanh Phong Village residents fled to PRC. Heard on 

PRC radio broadcast indentified as PAVN 2nd LT. 

(RO Comment: Soutce of information is :sc_ , a former commando and 

team chief. of DA-TA He was captured in NVN in mid-1967. He served as 

K-1 medic from 1979-1982 and was responsible for referenced death statistics 

reporting. He has reported reliably in other areas but his overall reporting 

reliability has not been determined.) 

i\,.. ... ....._,/ ~. ·~ \A. 
SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-12 

VS Desk Officer 
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SECTION 01 Of 03 liAISON BAMiKOl TH oA914 

. CITE: 3127 F~B 86 

SUSJECT: JCRC REPORT J86-006, AlLEGED FIRST HAND OOSERVA· 
- TION Of ONE AMERICAN POW. NEJPR YEN BAI HOANG 
- LIEN SON ( P): HEARSAY CONCERNING ALLEGED 
- RECOVERY OF TVO U.S. DOGTAGS 

1. SOORCE: NAME: 6 c::,_ 
. &I) 37; P<E: 5.J) 

FORMER POSITIC»f: CPT ARVN ~ 
'$ .i:) . 

008: 
LAO CAl (P); 

PRESENT LOCATION: 

001: 1976·77: MAP USED: NC 48-10; SERIES 
1501: DATE OF INTERVIEW: 2 FEB 86; NAME OF INTERVIEWER: 
MR. G. E. BELL, GS-13 DOD: OTHER: ARRIVED JAPAN 
84. 

2 . Sl.NIARY : SOORCE , A 38 YOA MALE VN REFUGEE 
AND FORMER CPT ASSIGNED TO THE LOCAL FORCES IN liEN HOA 
PROVINCE. PROVIDED INFORMATION CONCERNING HIS ALLEGED 
FIRST HAND OBSERVATION OF ONE U.S. POW AT INTERCAMP 1 
HQ YEN BAI (VK 8799) HOANG LIEN SON, AND HEARSAY CONCERN­
ING THE RECOVERY OF 00 U.S. DOGTAGS NEAR YEN BAY. END 
OF StJfHARY. 

3. SOURCE STATED THAT SOMETIME DURING LATE 1976 
UNTil LATE 1977 (NOT SURE IF EXACT TIME DUE TO 10 YEAR 
TIME LAPSE"! WHILE UNDERGOING RE ·EDUCATION IN CAMP 11 OF 
INTERCAMP 1 (TRAI 11, LIEN TRAI 11 IN THE YEN BAI AREA 
(Vl 87991 OF HOANG LIEN SON PROVINCE. HE OBSERVED ONE 
U.S. POW. SOURCE STATED THAT AT THE TIME Of HIS OBSERVA­
TION HE VAS ON A RATIONS PICKUP DETAIL AND HAD BEEN TASKED 
TO CARRY RICE FROM THE HEADQUARTERS AREA OF INTERCAMP 
1 SACK TO-CAMP 11 WHERE HE VAS HELD. SOURCE MADE THE 
RATIONS PICKUP RUN PERIODICALLY FOR THREE MONTHS AND 
RECALLED HAVING SEEN THE AMERICAN ON ALMOST EVERY 
OCCASION. 

4. SOURCEGSTATED THAT HE FIRST OBSERVED THE 
AMERICAN OPERATING A BULLDOZER LEVELING LAND WHERE 
CADRE .QUARTERS WERE BUILT AT INTERCAMP 1 HQ. SOURCE 
OFTEN . SAW THE MAN STANDING AROUND VEHICLES IN THE 
INTERCAMP 1 PARUNG AREA. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE THE 
AMERICAN PERFORMING ANY OTHER DUTIES NOR DID SOURCE SEE 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS OR FOREIGNERS IN THE AREA. SOURCE 
RECALLED THAT THE ARE~ WHERE THE CAMP HEADQUARTERS VAS 
LOCATED VAS CALLED DONG THIEU CODOONGF THIEEUF t. 
SOURCE HEARD FROM GUARDS THAT THE NEAREST VILLAGE WAS 
APPROX FOUR TO FIVE lM FR04 THE CAMP AND VAS CALLED 

ACTICJC CM) 
INFO USDP:ISA(l) USDP:MIA(1) CJCS(4) DJS:(•) J1(1) 

J3C8) NIDS(•) JS(2) CMB QCCl) JSOA(l) SECDEF(9) 
USDPUl) ASD:FM&P(l) ASD:PA(l) YO-PV(Z) t14IC(•) 
DIA(1) YO-PVHZl YO-PW2(2)· 

+NSC WASHINGTON DC 
+OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTa. DC 
+ANMCC FT RITCHIE MD 
+CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

SECTIONAL< ll 
TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 48 

~ PHU ( DDCXJ«iF PHUF) • SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THAT 
THE CAMP ~ VAS LOCATED NEAR A LARGE LAKE. SOURCE 
HEARD FRCM FELLOI INMATES (C~ Rli401U THAT THE MAN 
HE SAV VAS AN AMERICAN POW VHO VAS ALREADY AT THE CAMP 
VHEN SClJRCE ARRIVED THERE. ON ONE OCCASION VHILE CARRY­
ING RIC£ ALONG A ROAD NEAR HERE THE MAN VAS STANDING. 
ONE OF THE It14ATES VITH SClJRCE SPOKE TO THE MAN THRrujH 
THE FEICE IN E*iliSH. THE MAN ANSVERED BACl IN VI£T­
NAMES£ SPEAliNG THE NORTHERN DIALECT BUT NOT FLUENTLY. 
THE MAN SAID THAT HE VAS ORIGINALLY FO THE COUNTRY 
OF CHill BUT VAS 101 AN AMERICAN. SOURCE DID f«)T HEAR 
TH!'11ANMENTICI HIS NAME BUT THE MAN DID SAY THAT HE VAS 
AN ICO wtC HAD BEEN "CAPTURED U*G AGO. 

5. SOURCE DESCRIBED THE MAN AS BEING 1.75·1.8 
METERS TAll, SLIM BUILD, FAIRLY SHORT DARK CURLY HAIR, 
NO BEARD MUSTACHE OR SIDEBURNS. NO APPARENT SCARS, 
WOUNDS OR INJURIES. 30-40 YOA, AND DARl COMPLEXIOMNM 
SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE MAN WRE AN OLD MILITARY SHIRT 
AND TROOSERS VITH NO HAT, AND CANVAS MILITARY SHOES. 
SOURCE HEARD (C~· RUMOR) THAT THE MAN HAD MARRIED 
A YI£TNAMESE BUT SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY VIFE OR 
CHILDREN. SOORCE DID NOT OBSERVE ANY P£TS. SOURCE 
DID NOT NOTICE ANY RING, VATCH. OR OTHER JEVELRY. 
SOURCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY CAMERA, VEAPON. SHOULDER 
POOCH, OR OTHER EQUIPMENT IN THE MAN'S POSSESS!~~ 
SOORCE DID NOT NOTICE ANY EYEGLASSES OR SUNGLASSES. 
SOURCE STATEO THAT VHEN HE (SOURCE) VAS TRANSFERRED 
FROM YEN BAY IN LATE 1977 HE DID NOT SEE OR HEAR ABOUT 
THE AMERICAN AGAIN. 

6. SOURCE STATED THAT VHILE HELD IN CAMP 11 HE 
HEARD FR~ FORMER ARVN CPT NGUYEN VAN NHO THAT HE HAD 
HEARD ABOUT THE DISCOVERY OF TWO U.S. DCXiTAGS FR~ S()l[ 
It14ATES OF CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD fR()I NHO THAT ·WHilE 
HE VAS PICKING UP RICE AT INTERCAMP 1 HQ HE HEARD FR()I BT 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

:::-.:__ PRIORID ZY\14 RUEt«>tA8914 0500521 
P 1905152 FE& S6 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGlOl TH 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//JZ/J3/J36// PRIORITY 

DIA WASHINGTCI DC/JVO-PV/1 PRIORITY 

CITE: 

SECDEF VASHDR//OASO·ISA/PW-MIA/1 PRIORITY 
VHITEIOISE VASHDC//ISCIMR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI PRIORITY 
JCS WASHDC// J5// PRIORITY 

SECTIU. 02 Of 03 LIAID BAJ«ilOl TH 08914 

3127 f£8 16 

AUBJECT: JCRC REPORT J86·006, ALLEGED FIRST HAND CISERVA-

THE CAMP 14 IM4ATES {U/ll THAT THEY HAD FOOND THE DCXi· 
TAGS VHEN THEY HAD BEEN GATHERING BAT MANURE FRD4 A 
CAVE CALLED tW«i DOl (BAT CAVE) VHICH VAS IN THE SIDE 
OF A MOUNTAIN NEAR CAMP 14. SOURCE HEARD THAT THE 
U14ATES lEPT THE IXXiTAGS AND HID THEM AT THEIR CAMP. 
SOORCE DID tm HEAR A800T THE NAMES Of THE AMERICANS 
PRINTED 0 THE TAGS. SOURCE DID NOT HEAR ABOUT ANY 
REMAINS FOOND IN THE CAVE. SOORCE DID t«lT HEAR ABOOT 
ANY OTHER AMERICANS, ANY GRAVES, OR REMAINS OF AMERl· 
CANS IN VIETNAM. 

7. SOORCE STATED THAT VHILE HELD IN SUBCAMP 
Z (PHAN TRAI HAl) OF THANH PHONG RE-ED CAMP IN THANH 
HOA PROVINCE NEAR THE BORDER OF LAOS AND VIETNAM. HE 
SAW APPROX ZOO FORMER COMMANDOS VHO HAD BEEN TRAINED 
AND INFILTRATED INTO NORTH VIETNAM BY THE U.S. GOVERN-
MENT. SOURCE RECALLED THAT THE MEN WERE REFERRED TO 
AS AMERICAN C()fMANOOS <BIET UCH MY) BY GUARDS. 
SOURCE RECALLED 1LT NGUYEN THAI liEN. CPT LUYEN <LNUJ. 
CIVILIAN HAl (LNUl. AND CIVILIAN NAt-l ~ WHO WAS 
SOURCE'S NEPHEW. SOURCE STATED THAT ~~ HAD BEEN 
BLINDED IN ONE EYE. DURING CAPTURE AND WAS RELEASED 
s.'JIIfTlME AFTER SOURCE DEPARTED IN 1981 AND RESIDED IN 
1> A T A LAM DONG (Pl. SOURCE 

RECALLED ONE OTHER CIVILIAN COMMANDO TEAM LEADER VHO 
WAS CALLED DIEU CHINH THACH. IN ADDITION TO THE COM­
MANOOS VHO WERE HELD IN SUBCAMP 1. HE RECALLED SEEING 
FOUR ORIENTAl MALES WHOM OTHER INMATES SAID WERE 
TAIWANESE CCM4ANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED DURING BOAT IN-
FILTRATION AT MON CAY IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. SOURCE 
MET ANOTHER INMATE FROM SUBCAMP 1 VHO COOLD SPEAK LAO. 
THE MAN SAID THAT HE WAS ETHNIC LAO AND HAD BEEN A. 
lLT IN THE FRENCH ARMY. THE MAN SAID THAT HIS HOME 
WAS"IN XAM THOEI (NFI) AND THAT HE HAD BEEN CAPTURED 
INSIDE LAOS LONG AGO. SOURCE DID NOT OBSERVE OR HEAR 
ABOUT ANY OTHER FOREIGNERS. EURASIANS, OR AMERASIANS 
IN VIETNAM. 
8. SOORCE MOVED FROM HIS POB IN 

LAO CAl ( P) TO HANOI IN 1947. SOURCE RESIDED 
I' 

IN HANO! AT 16/4 PHO DUONG ·THANH STREET AND STUDIED AS 
A SHIP WELDE~ UNTIL 1954 WHEN HE WAS MOVED BY THE FRENCH 
GOVERNMENT TO A CAMP FOR THAI ETHNIC MINORITY REFUGEES 
LOCATED IN LAT HOUANG (V) XIENG KHOOANG ( P) LAOS. IN 
1958 SOURCE MOVED TO VIENTIANE WHERE HE RESIDED ON SAl 

ACTION (l,M) 
INFO CJCS(4) DJS:(') Jl(l) J3(8) NIDS(') J5(2) 

CMB QC(l) JSOA(l) SECDEF(9) USDP(ll) ASD:FM&P(l) 
ASD:PA(l) USDP:ISA(l) USDP:MIA(l) VO-PW(2) t14IC(') 
DIAUl Y0-PV1(2) YO-PW2(2) 

+NSC WASHINGTON DC 
+OCSA WASHIJ«iTON DC 
+CliO WASHitliTCI DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+Att4CC FT RITCHIE MD 
+CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 

SEC!ItJlALO l 
TOTAl COPIES REQUIRED 48 

J.CJC STRE£T AND ~lED AS A VENDOR. IN 1959 SOORCE WAS 
-=ttSffiLED TO TUNG NGHIA (V) DUC TRCNi (0\ TUYEII DUC (P) 
(10 PART Of LAM DONG) WHERE HE OlEO ~ A FARMER. -­
SOORCE ENTERED MILITARY SERVICE IN 1961 AS A MEMBER OF 
A LOCAL FORCES UNIT UNDER THE CtM4AND OF CAOOLIC PRIEST 
NGUYEN LAC t«lA IN THE HAl YEN SPECIAL ZONE (BIET lHU HAl 
YEN) AGROVILLE IN AN lUYEN (P). IN 1965 SOORCE AnENDED . 
CLASS 10 OFTHE COtPANY CCMCANDERS COORS£ IN THU DUC 
TRAINING CENTER. AFTER TRAINING AT THU DUC FOR APPROl 
10 VEElS SOORCE COtPLETED RAMiER TRAINING (CLASS 21) AT 
THE DOC MY TRAINIMi CEmR NEAR MHA TRAIIG. SOORCE THEN 
COCPLETED SPECIAL PARAtiiJTE (AIRBORNE RAMlER) CLASS 10 
OF THE TECHHICAL DEPARTMENT (IIHA lY lliJAT). SOORCE 
GRADUATED (I 20 DENSER 1966 AFTER THREE VEElS OF GROOND 
AND tiE VEEl OF JtJCP TRAINING. SOORCE VAS RETAINED AT 
LO«i THANH AS A TACTICAL INSTRUCTOR OOIL TH£ .,-ET• 
OFFENSIVE. VHILE AT LONG THANH SOORCE'S ADVISERS WERE A 
CPT REED AND A BLACl MSG ( PROOJNCED LllE MOTE OR KlAT 
BY SOORCE). (SOURCE HAD A POOTO OF HIMSELF IN MILITARY 
UNIFORM VITH T\10 AMERICAN ADVISORS, AND 00 OTHER PHOTO-
GRAPHS TAlEN OF SOURCE DURING Jli4P TRAINIJ«i). AFTER 
THE •uT· OFFENSIVE SOORCE VAS REASSIGNED TO THE 4/454 
lOCAL FORCE BN IN UEN t«JA. AS Of 30 APRIL 1975 SOORCE 
RESIDED AT "i:> A T A 

9. SOURCE REGISTERED VITH THE NEW COHNUNlST GOVERN-
MENT ~ 1 MAY 1975. SCXJRC£ WAS HELD IN CAl {XJAO (V) 
HUONG MY (Dl. UEN OOA UNTIL JULY 1975 WHEN HE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO CAO LANH RE-ED CAMP. UEN ~- IN LATE 
1975 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO CHI LANG RE-ED CAMP. CHAU 
DOC. IN EARLY 1976 SOURCE VAS TRANSPORTED BY VEHICLE 
TO CAN THO THEN TRANSFERRED TO A SHIP ENROUTE TO NORTHERN 
VIETNAM. SOURCE WAS HELD IN CAMP 9 INTERCAMP 1 FOR 
APPROX ONE MONTH. THEN TRANSFERRED TO CAMP 11 IHTERCAMP 
1 YEN BAY. APPROX TWO MONTHS PRIOR TO THE PRC ATTACK 
~ NORTHERN VIETNAM SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO PHU SON 4 BT 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
~CS MESSAGE CENTER 

PRIORITY ZYW RUEtrJlA8914 0500524 
P 190S1SZ FEB 86 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOl TH 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI PRIORITY 
INFO USCINCPAC HOOI.ULU HI// JZ/ J3/ J36// PRIORITY 

DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO·PV// PRIORITY 

CITE: 

SECDEF VASHDC//OASD·ISA/PV-MIA/1 PRIORITY 
WHITEHOUSE VASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// PRIORITY 
CDRUSACILHI n SHAnER HI PRIORITY 
JCS VASHDC//JS/1 PRIORID 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 08914 

1127 FEB· a& 

SUBJECT: JCRC REPORT J86-006, ALLEGED FIRST HAND CIISERVA-

RE-ED CAMP IN BAC THAI CP). SOORCE VAS HELD IN PHU SON 
4 FOR APPROX THREE MONTHS, THEN TRANSFERRED TO THANH 
PtO«i RE-ED CAMP IN THANH t«lA PROVINCE. SOORCE VAS RE-
LEASED FRQ4 RE-EDUCATION IN SEPTEMBER 1981. (SOORCE 
HAD IN HIS POS~ESSI()I RELEASE PAPERS DATED 10 SEPTEMBER 
1981 AND SIGNED BY PSS lLT NGUYEN DUY DUC, NUMBER (SQ) 
238 GRT CGIAY AA TRAIL SOORCE HAS A NEPHEW IN THE U.S., 

b AlA 
TO U.S. VIA OOP ON 19 MAR 84. CURRENTLY 

RESIDING b A·~A 
SOORCE STATED TMAT PRIOR TO 1975 NEPHEW VAS AN AREA 
DEVELOPMENT SPECIALIST FOR USAID IN GO tONG. SOORCE 
STATED THAT DURING HIS SERVICE WITH THE 4/454 BN HIS 
SENIOR ADVISOR WAS .MR lOTZEsu· VHO WAS LATER REPLACED 
BY •MR WARREN E. PARKER.. SOURCE ALSO HAD IN HIS POS­
SESSION A CERTIFICATE Of ETHNIC MINORITY STATUS INDICAT-
ING THAT HE WAS ETHNIC THAI. THE CERTIFICATE 
ISSUED BY THE GVN MINISTRY OF ETHNIC MINORITllS DEVELOP­
MENT AND DATED ZZ F£6 71. "AS SlGNED •y CHON MLO BUON 
Du·. SOURCE'S HAND ORA~ MEMORY SKETCH WILl BE FOR-
WARDED SEPARATELY. 

10. COMMENT: SOORCE MAO£ A PLEA FOR RESETTLEMENT 
IN THE U.S.. SOURCE STATED THAT HE HAD APPLIED FOR OOP 
THREE YEARS AGO AND DECIDED TO FLEE BY BOAT VHEN HE 
DIDN'T RECEIVE ANY AXSWER. SOORCE STATED THAT AFTER 
BE I~ RESETILED IN JAPAN HE RECEIVED AN OOP FORM DATED 
15 JULY 1985 AND INDICATING bA-114. SOURCE STATED 
THAT HIS WIFE 1'-l.+M.IC..- DPOB 6 FEB 47 BEN TRE. 
OOUSEWIFE. AND HIS FOOR CHILDREN ARE STILL RESIDING AT 

'l:.> A-.,.-,A--

11. SOORCE VAS SHOOf POOTCXiRAPHS BUT WAS NOT 
ABLE TO MAU A POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION. SOURCE COM-
MENTED THAT THE PHOTO OF ROBERT GAJMX)() (POST RELEASE 
PHOTO WITH GARWOOD STANDING BESIDE AIRCRAFT) WAS SIMILAR 
BUT THAT THE MAN HE SAW WAS MUCH SLIMMER THAN THE MAN IN 
THE PHOTO AND ALSO HAD MUCH SHORTER HAIR THAN THE MAN 
IN THE PHOTO. 

ACTICI U,M) 
INFO CJCS(4) DJS:(•) Jl(l) J3(8) liDS(•) JS(Z) 

CMB QC(l) JSQA(l) SECDEF<9) USDP(ll) ASD:FM&P(l) 
ASD:PA(l) USDP:ISAU) USDP:MIA(l) YO-PV(2) IIHC(•) 
DIA(l) VO-PVl(Z) Y0-PV2(2) 

+NSC WASHINGTII Dt 
+OCSA WASHirGCif DC 
+010 VASHINGT(Jf DC 
+CSAF WASHilml DC' 
+ANMCC n RITOiiE MD 
+CMC CC WASHlllTON DC 

SECTIONAL<ll 
TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 48 

() 

MCNzBGOS0/01361 TORcB60S0/0602Z TA0=86050/0603Z COSN=MAK79S 
PAGE 1 OF 1 
190515Z FEB 86 
SECT 03 OF 03 

.. ... 



...... - .. 
,-. 

!1 ~ 
• I I 

.JOit~T CASUALTY F.ESOLUTIOK .!:ENTER 

Fi'-0~: JCR2-LNB 

LI)..!SO~, OfE!CE 

).. •••. E. RIc/-.. t..; E ··~ E J.. s s y 
/..PO S~N FRJ..NCIS:CO P6~-'6 

SU3J: J..lle-~ed· Live Sighting of J. ... "7•Ericans, ne:arsay. 

TO: CO:·::·:.:..!~='::::R, JC:RC 

E~==ers Faint, HI 9£862 

9 Fe'truc.ry l ~o4 

1:-;:o~-:i.::::io!"l: .l:ttc.che-c report, obtair;ec by a Vietr..:=.::iese intervie-.. ,er, £-:aecs 
e:ccit.ic:-:e:l lisnt on the stc·ry of alle9eo live ;_-:,erica:-;s rep~!"tec irj the 
::=•re·.-ic-.;~1:: ~·.:~:-:-:ittec inforr.,:;tion. Of interest is the note t:-jat another 
!·efu:,?ec, re-ce::,tly C::!:r.:yed in Inaonesia, r..ay have inforr..ation pertc.ini:1g to 
this s~orv. i·::e '"·ill at te:;-,pt to 1 ocate this refugee S <::__ 

Atch: 

t!.q:..v, 1 ~ .r A _....J. 
I(/ ~I ~-·~ 

c~ 
~j G t'-K".v~ .. 

- h r /o 

l?ecd? 
ll~ h. /)~d 12<-J:. t~ t, 

L... ~-

ca.., ·T t...o l4d 

·, 
-~:P·· 

" l·'·joi'~.J .~ ....... ---.. 
c_· 

.I 



~~, 

~~ ;; .~:..-; t..r 
"-. () 

-~· C')'· -:--,.- , ~·:c: ~-,I . • v _ ~'7..; , ..• lv• \. 

/T)) t ! l l t 7 1 X 0 Jo.IfC!t 

- 5!:1. 

- B::::CI 

- oc: :1982 - )>:J.l 1975 : :=:=: ::...:::::DL::c:~:.:> 1!; ;.-~ ::..::::::-:r..:.:-:c; :J..'::S 
. .'~ :l.rt; .,; .... ..., ......... • ; 

~. ;..:..J.h-~ rr.o:;~ C~::? 1:; ::-:;.;~ EOJ.. FR0';.; i':·ii: $:~; :.L-:.:= t 

- 1775 - 'l5'7iJ 

- 1913 - 1965 

0-



n 
\, ' 

J •• ~.: 

'Ji; 1.:-::!. n.:.J~!J E:':rZ~J; 1:'75 - l97t·~ L'"~ii ';"rZ SC':"'!':-i TJ\ \:C. 1 AU.Sl~ TO T.-::!. 

J.. c~ '2 

F-: .k.-::.;-;-.:.D J. PJ.GCrlt. Ti.J.1 ;:}.!; Y~ 8~·.!'-. T...Z F:.Z:::rt: ~~; J.50~TT 1.2 r.:La-:::;:-;;::>.S TC 

:l:-:!' Y.on::~.JK w.;.J.. J..S t:St:.u, ;1/.i:J /vJt J..sr::::!l 1.. :ot;~:-::!.Sr hul:':\1 .E'J! :r.c;:;:s o~ 
" 

,.,.I 



( 
i 
\. 

J.7 ~1, A/',JJ.M6 w1ls 1.::::: 1·J -;:J:: EC'~. E. r-K,; ~:?.!Z ,_\,z:-:2:::J.~:: j}; T.::.;.; ~:c:z 

J.~ C•!" 7:-~: ll:.t..:-2 n; 1;~':.J.:l., DC!:~ (•>\!: .EU.W CJ.. t'S!: CF ~;:: C?-.:::::J )":U:r.. T:-:!. l~~z 

JO F.l' U:ZY. 

\oil.!.L f-:Sl.I!:. V::: A! OS: E. J}/)/.,.rc· .U.S A ~~;::t.;'TC\?. 1 F..:.S ~! f'.::Sl ~ o:: LS :A:-::: J~S­

IS!'~:T OF 1'2: G:::S:::::V...l.. D:!:=.!::::TO:: 0: Tr..!: CL.'S;Q-:.S DI:.!::T\PJ..:'l:). 

~~---= -..:1 . .,. Ai."'--'{ 
A.: .Lot. ••• nn .. • F"r-· 

/VA //A c. PA-r 4 
C0l:71Jay:n~G, ;JA M ~ \:J:!..L "'JJX T:-:!: llCSot: J.G:Sh"'! TC• \.-,; S::::: ~. 

IV jJ ""'' ~ p A .,--4 
!'t/,41""1 E. 9TL!.- Gr!D! ~:::: lli...!.$0}; '!'C ~ .&. CC~T.i..! 0! 

/t-;4/h<£"' NAP?<!- I J."; j)/1-r;,q 

.· 



a) /V/J/'1£: 

p.L/('/:1 

b) #A~c 

- .. Q,j_r6_ 

c) 

•. I 

_5SC. 

s~c::: o: 



'--. 

r.:. \1\ 

Lc·b.:-ie!er 

tc::;t.!cr. bA-T A-___ _ ) 

---......::~::..... Sex ~J.U: 

.!lie~ : 

-~lA 

E::.:c~ !.~ 0::1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 E 9 20 1.l 1:? 1.3 u 15 !:.b 1":.1. F?.r: 

L::.:-.f"..;.~[eS E.-.f,li!!:l 1 ( 2) 3 c:.:..r,e5e l 2 3 

rr~:.ch 1 ( ~) 3 }:!".::.er l 2 .:; 

~------



- TJ..T~R 

- SO~"RCE 

- r2C'::-:::P. 

C' ... t"-­- ... _....r..,;-\ 

- SO}; 

l9LO - l95L 

l95L - 1958 

1~5£ - 1962 

- u ... -rn~ 196) 

- l96!: 

- )9~ - 1966 

/'IA-1-t!C­

#ItM.rc... 
lf./;4y.(.A:._ 

1'/~E 

.1/A-,t~.IC.. 

,lf.iA"'-Iif.. 

IVA-lA. e._. 

#~~ 

n '· .• 



,~_ 

\ l 
........ 

lS'73 

- 1n1: - l97S 

.. 
- J.:Ul 1930 - l95l 

!l~ Of 19f.l 



''~.i 

·--~- t. ~ l 
4 May 1988 

jl•, I. l 

j Update of Thanfi-Phong Prison Status 
PAOIL&M / See attached note 

OAT& IN DUl OATl P"IO"ITY 

4 May 1988 4 August 1988 I I I 
OIIIIGIHA~OIII\ COH~ AC~ ~[L [PHO._[ HU.,B[J\ 

DIAlVO-PW Wich Tourison {sec) 960-8162 
aRANCH AUIGNW£Hl IECEIVING OFFICE DU£ DATE 

DX-502 
AC'f IOH ATTN: Maj Sherman 

IUPPOfltT 

PECIAL INS'fRUC'fiON5 AND fltEMARK5: 

- . 
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- 1 ,Ol A F orrr. 193 (~·63) 
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S ~:. u r c. E: ~ i n d i c. o t t- a ~- r i s c~ n c. 0 ii· ~ ~ E- x ·1 o c. a t t: d i n 

North Vietnam consists of a Headquarters compound and subcamps K-1 

through K-5. The HQ and K-1 compounds are co-located at 193655N 1052020E, 

UTM WG355688. K-2 through K-5 are believed to be located Northwest of K-1. 

K-4 had parolee's quartered and a sawmill adjacent to the K-4 compound. 

According to.~vailable reporting this facility was established in late 

1978 or early 1979 as Thanh Phong Prison (AKA Thanh Lam). As late as 

early 1979 Thanh Phong Prison might have consisted of just two subcamps. 

During 1979 this camp system was expanded due to prison transfers expandin' 

the inmate population. This facility had its largest inmate population 

in 1981. By 1982 the inmate population was decreasing due to inmates bein 

released or transfered to other prisons and sources further indicate that 

some subcamps or possibly the entire facility might have been closed in 

mid 1983. We are unable to determine whether this facility is still activ 

and, if active, at what levels of activity it is maintained at. 

Reque 

with all changes annotated be made for all four periods listed abo 

Also request that the area within points 19364N 1052348E, 193436N 1052127E 

193857N 1051619E and 194018N. 1051602£ be searched for the subcamps K-2 

through K-5. If located request that IYlT 
This information will greatly support the VO-PW 

Collection Strategy. 
····: ....: ~ • .. "·::.~-~~ 

ENCL: '· 

1-1;50,000 map of area 
\./"' 
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;.;,t''t~f;f:·.{·Pr1?·:·~~~1~~~:;~.~~·1f~~~~rir~ 6!!6~~;:.J ,:)f;,>:: · : · · · ·· · · /''6<' < . 
.. .',A'/ " 1, S 0 LA(< C- €. was inter~;{•~~!~~:~;(,,;<" 
~·-~·=-. at·· Songkhla; ·Thailand~ on. 20 April 81 •. $( had previously been in'terv!e,.•ed·>b).<~~~::,-· ... ·· 

.. '! -othc.r ·A..-:a·eric'an_. officials ·(report:'~ attached), and sc:. had also sent a letter:>·:t:o·::;;;;~" 
·r·; the refugee· .·office (copy attached). As .a ~ollo• ... ·-up t0 te.stir.:"n..Y..~~~pr.~s.ented.f·~tJ1·~:'.< · · 

the le:t ter and previous intervie\o:, ..t~ was asked tc' (:xpi!nd ()0 fnform·~·tion re- ~ ... 
gard:!ng sightihgs of live Amerlcans and the gr~vr:~ite Jocf!tL.·~:-:s of Americans 
\..'ho 'rlied in··captivity •. In questionjng S'C- the l~tter he h~d ~e:nt··,~·.1s referred 
tc ns the basi.s for this intervie~l, and ·'JCRC intervie"'·er n~ce t1o r.ienti(.n of 
h:is rrc·vinus intervit.·~' ty the other officials. 

2. 1n tLis j:·.te&\'it."'-' SC... ,:;tated that he had been in many ·_different· detention 
c.-:~~~.f sir.c(· hjs cq•tt:r":: 1n July 1966, c\llminating ""·ith his transfer to Thanh 
l.~rr. cc..:np 1n OctOr~fr 1979. T!ds cc.r.:p is a sub0rdinate camp to Thanh Phong' 
c.<':i:;p, t\·.'O t.:.:Jc.r;.e~t.=·rs <:\.:~y r:r•ar the diq rict tc\..,1 of ~:hu Xuan in the. northern 
province: of ·rl~.:ir!h E,;;,. SC,.. \·.':15 un<!b]l. to ·1c-t£·n::i.nt? the exact location of··· 
e:ithc.r cr.r::p on tLe r:.:q) J'iO\'id£·d, r.:n·~ at c.nt· pr.int ~aid the C<tr.:p~ ~~~ere nqt,i far 
fr0m Thanh Hoa pro\.':::.cc· tm,•n. It ;.·ns :.t t.l:i~ li·r:Hion rh.<~t Se. said he ·.~-~w 
"c>:actly 30 :\tr,eric::>i·:~-" b(·i!:f:: he-ld i~~ t ;,,,_~·c :-:(·r,:;~; te enc::..,·.s:.:rr s aht'ut 2() ·kil()-:-· 
meters south~~-t~st of Thanh Lam cdr.~··. l:e ~.::1<1 hi~ c:i~):t i.r.g :.'i tl-:ese Amc-I~.i~~n~ .. -.. ~- . d" 
occurr2rl \·:hen he and thr£·e other rr.:.:;.·•l·.·r~ -:....·l·I'l t' ~;.1t::er 1in:estone rc·.qks~·,-:tn<·J\ .. 0.<··,'"' 
this C.!rea ti.;rice a \-U:eY. frur:·. Octubcr 1:,079 \.:ntLl hi~ e~cn~·e ir; Novc·1:-1::.er '~f lSIB'b·:~~= 
Asked hm .. · n:any tin~.:'~~ he: :-...-~""· thE An;erjcr-.:·1s, <;c, ·!iJ ~.•i:i~ figuring and S.Ji.d he 
had S(~en thet:~ about Y2 times ov!:r a pe.ric'd cd ~~~1 ···-'Cl~ks. These .sightings ,_,ere 
gen~rally rnade from a dist&nce 0f 25 to 30 meters a~ny and on each occasion 
1aste:d ab<.'Ut 8 }Jcurs, sc....st~ted. The Ar.lericans \..'ere held in three locations 
seven kilc,mcters ap;lrt in a tric,ngular arrangement, according to SC:..... and held 
in gr0ups of t\.:clve, ten, and eight respectively. There had be~n about 40 
n:.)rl~ \Jho died :-~n<J ~·ere burjc~J in the areo according tP ,.,hat~(... c.aid a local 
f'-!rm(>r naned NAMe harl .. told him. S;e...said he ~:ts taken to that area 
t~·i c e Z1 \.leek with three ot 1u:r prisoners, ~ -A/1.1 e ~ and 

/J/fii'Vl~ all 35 tc 38 years old and all captured in North. Vietnam (Giao 
_in 1964, Tiep and Ninh in 1967) while on clandestine activit~ei in Mong Cai 
nnd Thanh Hoa. The four of them \\'or ked at the removal of 1 imestone rocks 
prevalent in that nrca. The "American" prison, .. rs that~<!., said he sa\..' were also· 
generally engageJ in carrying or crushing limestone rock when not standing or 
sitting idly in their enclosure. 
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cans captured in· the North .. iii .. aircraft-related incidents: When asked how he 
kne~ .the exact:.-· number. in each· encl.osure .and· the loca.tion. of· .each ·enclosure, ~- ·. · · 

:-,;. ·~ d~~~ ..... a diagram· .. sh~wing the: three .. enclosures in· a·· t·riangular< forin~tiori- in-
dic~tin~ a dista~ce of 7 kilo~eier~ between them,~and a dirt road th~t went 
by in close proximity tb two of the enclosures. This ~as the route he said 
they used to approach. the ·area and on these occasj.ons he observed the Aroeri-· 
cans in the two enclosures. Then he said on some occasions his labor d~tail 
was taken close to the other enclosure (which "~as at least 5 kilometE:rs from 
the d:i rt road) where he observed ·the other Americans. At no time did. he see· 
itll the Americans together because, as he pu't it, . the Americans never v.·ent 
more than 100 meters from their enclosures. He described the enclosures as 
being barbed wire fences containing two buildings made of large banboo. One 
building ... :as for living nnd the other ~·as for dining, according to "$0. Each 
Americ;ln had four armed public security guards supervising him~ Sv said, for 
a total of 120 guards, all of v.•hom lived outside the enclosures. The Ameri­
cans w·~rc: fed tnpi0c~ ,,:hich they gre"· in little gardens in their area, ac.:-c:rd-
ing to SC 

4. Asked if or.yone bt..:~;ides the thrEe felJow priscners and the local village:r 
named /VIJ~e ltad seen the Americans·, S(!;- said that many people originally fron: 
that area hnd seen them but .... ~ere forced to move away from the enclo~.ure area. 
~,vvrf, for ir.st.::nce, ·hac to n:ove five kilometers south of the enclosures. Sv 
said no one else in the Thanh Lam or TI1anh Phong camps would know about the 
APJericans because he and the other three "'i tnesses '"'ere kept incor.ununicado 
from the rest and were shackled \odth leg i.rons. In the year or so that_s:'"C, 
was in Thanh Lam camp he said he never discussed the Americans ~ith the other 
inmates. He could not provide the names of any guards who saw the Americans 
although he believes all camp staff were aware of their existence. The Thanh 
Phong/Than~ Lam camp commander was I-JAM£. about 48 years old. 

5. In nns~·er to questions about the description of the American prisoners, 
'~~as· very general. Some were tall, some not so tall, all were thin and 
weak. Some had lortg hair, some shaved heads, one or two balding, most had 
beards, etc. One, he said, had a bad left leg and had to use a crutch to get 
~round. All the prisoners ~ore prison uniforms with wide (abou~ 2") alternating 
.red and violet strj.pes. All \-.'ere barefoot. sc_. said he was never close enough 
to hear the Ar.1cricnns tnlkine to each other but heard the guards oddress them ...... 
in Vietnamese which they seemed to understand. The guards all ~ore the yello~ 
Public Security Police uniforms and carried AK47. rifles. 

6. £0.· said he believes the Americans are still being held in that location 
and expects that they will continue to die off because of their weak condition 
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. and ··diffi.cul.t. ~~:/(~·o:nment.·,. He said he· had seen some mounds of earth which ·.· · 
.. his' ··guard s.ai<L wer~. graves- of dead Americans. Asked:. how. many .. h.e=;:.saw;..he .·· . - :/ 
quickly answered, :._!'Fourteen, but there. ~ere 40 all together". S~ sa~~;_the -·: , . 

.. ... graves we.re _. i~. the .. general _vi~inity. of. the enclosure~ .. o~_,;the side w~~~-~--~:>,.: ···: • 
. .. the .. other.:~ eJ1closu):'es., He ·was: vague·_ about.:··the. four teen·~:grav·es .· he: saw'r-?attVfirst:<-< ·~· ........ : · 
.'.saying' they' were' nea'r one enclosure' later saying t'hey were at 'sep~rate ·en- . . 
closures and ·flnally ~hen confronted with his.contradiction he said he 
couldn't remember cl.·early.· . •' . < • 

..... 

7. Regarding his three fellow prisoners /VA /1/l~_c;- and 
/J/f'JME ._$C, said he believes they are still prisoners but may have 

been transferred to another camp by now. He di1 not know the birthplace or 
. ~ 

residence of any·of these men but said they were all former commandos (bi~t 
Kith) from "Ha To Doc Ndi". (Interviewer is not familiar with this designa-: 
tion). Regarding #A41t! he is still farming in Nhu Xuan District but SC., 
could not pinpoint the location of Nll~t~E nouse or where he did his farming. 
It seemed from S~S account that tifl~ kept popping up at various locations 
including the area of the American prison enclosures. s~ could not account 
for his freedom to talk ~yith )J-AMe , ... hen he "'as held incorr.municado at the camp 
except to say that his gunrds "'ere ln>: at the work site. This was also the 
reason given for his ev~ntual ~scnpe. 

8. Cf:'i::..:~Pnts: Sixteen yer-rs in pt·isor. C27Ttps hn\'C' appnrc·ntly taken their toll 
C'r: ~(.., \.'~lL) ;:ppe~rs tC' r·f' sor;,e\.:h:lt t::·l~>t<~hle. Ht· ~Hh:··it~· to recurring'mc.:laria­
att.:?cks and del iriur'!1, ar.d ;~t t ir::t::s d\!ring the: intE·l'\'je"'· h2d difficulty sorting 
out the facts as he remembered then:. Cuntrad:ic:tions werE- quite c:omm0n in his 
tcstimo:;y n:-:.d £ach time thty \..'ere ptdnted 0ut he hecc.1me flustered r1nd atter.1pted 
to expl~ic ~ithout success. Complj~nting ~atters tltroughout this interview 
'-'"nS a r.;an n.:;rJed !VAME- a for-mer ARVN Ranger "-'ho 
,,·as s_c., friend and sat in on the intervie"'-'· He continually tried to answer 
questions for~(., :including those concerning detailed descriptions of the 
American pt·isoners, even though he admittedly was not a \o.•itness, had never 
been in captivity and ~as unfamiliar ".dth the area in question. Sc.- however, 
insisted that .~Ai"lf sit in on the interview to "help" him. Another individual 
had been used to write the letter in English (attached), but this individual, 
~'horn (c. and ~An.t, ~1ould not name, had already left Songkhla for resettlement. 
This man ~as not a witness· either, just a recent acquaintance ~ho was good in 
English. Because of the importance of this testimony, the interviewer continu­
ally cautioned St, to be as accurate as possible (and NtJ.-..e- to be as quiet as 
possible), "1hich apparently angeredSl,' at times. He appeared to resent quest­
ions obviously intended to test his veracity and expected.his ·general state­
ments to be accepted at face value. JCtt attttude and demeanor throughout the 
interview left the interviewer with the opinion that part or all of this 
story may have been fabricated. The only motivation which can be offered for 
such a possible fabrication might lie in &ti knowledge of a statement· by the 
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Ch~ef of t_he U~S.-·_: Re~ugee Sec-tion· to the effect that Sv had:-no:_nt_~,!~t~;/.-- ...... ~. · ..... _.._ 
service number:- (a possibility in those. days),·. or· any other. evidence to:~ . ""ov.e ~. ·, .. 

. . . .· . . . . .. ·. •. .' .·. '· ··'. . . ,.:·4,···: .. ·:· . :· 

he had ever served: in.:. the military·.'.,: ~··Lack of·. such ·.·evidence .. ····cotild ... poss~ .. : ... ~~ ,. . , .... :;.~<:,·,_::::;>··;;·· .. ·.·.·. 
dis.qualif}~ ·hiril: for: Cat lit ·status and resettlement in the United Stat".es-::~-.7~>~:_.-_..-.·:->.:~ .~ . 

..... . 

A tv' 

Atch: 
1. Report of previous interview 
2. Letter to U.S. Refugee Office 
3. Map which accompanied previous report 
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1.~·· ... 'tiiiif1i~. a .:z3~ 24 ·March 'i9.sl.<i:ntervie\/··vi·e _·. n· riiese 
refugee . s {!- . said )1e'· w'~s :_:a···:p'rJ..sO'n'~f :··o(:::\{~f-'l.n. 
North Vietnamese prison c~mp~ f6r the last 14 y~~f~·­
and that h~ s~w prisoners of war on several occ~~i6ns. 

s a i d the 1 a s t time he s a w the Am e r i cans· '"as i n.. .. ·: · 
S c p t c m b c r 1 9 8 0 . F o 11 o \'' i n g i s a c h ron o 1 o g y o f eve !1 t s t h a t 
led up to his capture by PAVN troops while on a special 
operation mi~sion in North Vietnam (which can be ve~ified)·· 
and later while he ~as n prisoner of war until he escaped 
in November 1980. 

2. >t!.: said he was born I>A-:rA 
DA--r-A 

said he and his family fled to South Vietnam 1n~ ... 
mid-1954. a.nd settled· at Tan Vie.t. V:lllage,. Tan l}i'J?.ft:'~~;;;.;· 
District,., Dinh Pro vi nee. a tten~ed ·primary scho-ol in 

·:r .. :' 

: ·'!"' ·.·. 

1> ,4 -f" ,A and at tended the 'l;>A-r' 4 
(formerly M-r~ . J:' ~n·~~~ ... Jn~cl:J)~fi:~~·~_··.. . ·_, , . ~ . ~·-. 
when he went to work at his. father's constructib .. n~·c'6mP.any.' : . .. ~---.-~:· -~~--; :_. 

!~!;g;lri;!ti:it-!I~i~i:~~~~,~~ltfiif!~~:tn~;~-fit;!!f,!~.~~ou~~~~ti{~!; 
the organ.1z~ ~ ~o~~ _was -1 a ~~r. re_de: ~gn~ ted . th~ . R~r~J;·;~~:(-:d.h-~ ·.. ·- .. ---~c~~.;:: .. _f7!~.-
Deve 1 opm_cn t ·.:~ad r_e. · .. ( ~pc) ,' _ .. s~ . . s.a: ~ ·.,h.~; ,_.w a~ . ~ ~ ~ ~:r :-~-~-~-~-&1?.~~~ _ :~,:~~-?~: ~<~ . 
to Chuang .·r1~~-- Proy1_nce~ and; wh1 ~e.'".w~rk1ng :1.n_. ~:~· .. n~.w~~:( -- '~-·" ·· :_~~;.~.:-=. -~~:-_. 

!~!e d~~ilri! :i'· f ~~\~ ~~ ~u ~~ ~ e! n m~~ t~! :· ~ 9 ~~ erst~! r~~ic!~o ~ ~ ··: -. · Af>t~:. 
J u 1 y 1 9 7 3 .; .·' . ': . . ·: ... : .. : 

~.~ ·- .1 --~-- ._. :-
·, 

.. · ... 
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·3. ·.· .. · In;;o~~~~c~h;i.61riste~~~~~~e1~·~~mh~t~~s~lA¥~::i!iiZ.K.; . 
by the Technical Exploitation Office (late .. r redesignated· ... :'::·'-_ .. -·,:~:··.-/:--.. 
the 7th Tec-hnical Office). S"L said that the.-··commande.r :of:::··· .... · · ·-··· 
the Tc~chnic_al Exploitation Office wa·s · NAME' - .. 

. St, said that he a tte·ndGd .a training course at the . 
Cai-Mai Intelligence School, near General Staff Headquarte~s,~ 
for abo~t two months. But the school cancelled special 
training courses, an~ his class was moved to a large 
villa for further training. sc said that there were _ 
American advisors at the villa. sc.. said that he remembered 
one advisor named NAMC who had a full beard and had been 
wounded in· the ·leg during the Korean War. ~<:.- said he also 
rece i vcd t raining at the Long Khan Training Center. sc. 
said he was trained in sabotage techniques, weaporis, 
cor.1mun i cations, land na vi gat ion, and parachuting. 

4. S? said that after completing the training he 
H a s a s s i r. n c d . to a 1 5 -man team , code name ;VA AAG" The 
team left Vietnam from Danang for Udorn, Thailand. They 
remained on the ground at Udorn for eight hours and then 
"'e r e f 1 o \,'n to Nor t h Vi e t n am . T h c t cam u a r a c h u ted into 
Quang Rinh Province on 22 June 1966. ~~-said the team's 
mission was to locate enemy units and facilities, report 
the locations to their headquarters and, if possible, take 
direct action against the enemy. ~ said the team was 
o p c r a t i on a 1 u n t i 1 3 0 J u 1 y 1 9 6 6 , '" h en i t. engaged P A VN 
t roo p s an d ,.,. a s subs e que n t 1 y c n p t u r c d . ,Q:!, r e c e i v e d b u 1 1 e t 
and sharpnel ,,•ounds during the engagement. 

5. SC:.- s~id that the team -leader was ARVN Special 
Forces N"A/Vt£ and that the 
tcnm consisted of security, comma, weapons, medical, 
sabotage, and intel sections. sc said he was in the. 
s abo t a g e s e c t ion and t h at t h c y were a b 1 e to b 1 o \-1 up a 
few trucks before being captured. s~ said that the team 
\~as told they could expect support from the 303rd B~ttalion 
of the Lao Army if they were in trouble and could cross 
over to the Lao side of the border. 
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. ·:;·::-~:}~i!~pci~ .. · ~-?.~;~t- sf/iii ',:th~~d~~a'~ · O(HtJ _ .. ~-~-~{ 
·: Prison·: far· :a.~·.::f.e\o.··::·dayst~~·-·and .. ~then: ·.iri -·:a, ·¢amp ri~ Th;:Ln~·>Ti ~i · .: ... · ... . ~.:-. :-:.•::.t:t~~·;_;:~~:', 
. District~ ·:Hii".:_ .. D·a·ng ;.:p_r.ovintE(;~~:wh·e.re .. -h~- · r.e.mai"ne-d: -~n~ if:--1·9 7 3"· •. · .. 
~c, said th"at·;:~~hile~: .. ne.~was: ~:,if .Hoa Lo ·Prison he ·'iiaw: ari(f; ... · 

;_. .. c9untea -loo;;:_!M~~rr~a.1tf.J)·rts:oil~-;s(~_: sc said . ne~·=saw]1Jfiht;::.·~-: ·. ·:-; 
An1ericcin:s~_ wh·ite·~.--!±h~~f.;_:·weie~:-:ex~rci:s~il&:._in a·. courty1l!_d ·_:and· · ·_. . .. ~. -·~·- _,._ 
that so'me:. "-··e_re--~~~~r.iP.-&-.-.-- f~ l.gl\'t _'-~_uj t.~ ... -~nd. 9 t~_ers ~ef~.':~!·: ~--·:· :. -: . ; :: >;.f~r~<:: -.• 
dressed ·in··prf-e-on~·-;garP.~·~;l':·~ ... '='".t:~·i;q~~~-"\l',_~·~,·.- ~·· .... , :; • .- .. - ~, ;·-· ... .:--t~;t.-"o~·J·:~~ : _ _. ~-:... •· ... :·'·~·~t.-.-~.7(';.~'-

. . .. · \ ·. :-:~. ~Jc:\i,ij1J.:t~J~,~~.~;tt~~~:-~( ~~,;:~;r;~~·:i. ;;*~ · _;.;:i:~f(i#~Y-,:~t:;;,:~:2:1i1r~::_-,: 
· _ -~ : ·· 7:.~.~ sc :-:~-~~:9.·~~~.lt')-~~flY .. 19.73.-ll.~ .w.~~ s·~n~ :· t9 · ~!i~.\~.Ht?ng :. :-;~~~:~~--;..~··12:i~:r~ .. / ~ 
· q·ua-ng· ·Camp·- i.:·;·Ao.an·g· -~~:ti~n-~·-so-n·~:Pro~inc..,e~·t··th'eH-~-la··· 630f~·:t7rKp"~ ... !-··>_:.J?~-~~'Et _r;~~.a~i.~:~· . .-~ 

. .. .. Jr. ... ,-- ..:-·, ~--·.· .- .• . ........... , .• , ... _ ... ''··~--- . ··-~ .,. --~-' .J---~-~.?fll·""'·~l_~.·~;::: .. \-"!» .. 

a 1 so . in~ ·l)qa~g_;·J~~~~-t:-~--~~qil : __ Pr_ciyinc~- ;-:~:tl1~·~ _.1:9 ... Y~ri~ ~~~~-~,t~~p~-;._. __ :·1?~ -~~~:~~·-:.#f"J!t~~:-~~1 
Vinh Phu ~ ~rqviij·~~ .. ; ;:· ~p~~re~ ~-~- ):~_ina~ ne·~_:.·u·n ~ i-~:-~: Q~~?.9:~_f.:·:~f-~9_7 ~ ·; ~;;.;~~~~~4-~~~~~:~~;·:' ~ >. 
In Oc tob~r . ~Q.?.9 sc..:~-~e-~ . ~ e_I) t- · .. t~ _Tha.n~ .... Ph~ng~_ ~?,mp·f._j~liu:--~;{}~,:·-~-~~~~ttJ1·"~~~; __ ~:_;.:.~ · . 
K~a? ·nr~-:~;r.~~~-'~:--.. ,.!l~~li,~~!.~9-~ ~-·P_r:9·y·~~~~,--L~~~-e·r~ _11.~~~~ s t:~r~4;t~urfJ ~ ~T;~t1~~?~}~15~: .. -:~~--:: 
h 1 s · :~_cape on ·:~ 0 · _Ne:>y~~mber .. -~~-~~ _!.;\ _SL . ~a 1~ tb~ ~ ~-~,-~~- }1e. · ·~~=-~f."~~:. ·_:;_~~~-~!::· .. :.-.: 1f .. -~~\~:.~:::r:~~:1:~~l~;:6::~;: ·~,:~c[:::;a~·ep~:;·~~::;~jd·);t!;.-;;]~~0 :)1. 
aut· of · __ t;Qe. _ Ih~_nh· ,.PllQJlg ·.-f..f.1 so.n,-,:.G~~P -~2!1 ~ wo r~· .. ::.·p.~t~l:-:!1~=:-:_~pg_ ~-::.~~~- ·t;.:;·r~{--:':;·~f.~~~~rti-~-:~: <·~, . · 
that !-he ··_pris.·o.n~r~.-·.:g~~-·.:,Ji 9.f :·-r~t"l.irn to·. the ca~p ·af-t~·rgn(~ ·---~~_.:· · ~1;~: ... :.:~~~;-._- .. 

SC, sa1d. tha~:~_he Qld_:l).O~ :·see the Amer1~an pr1soners ·of< :'·~>~ ... · ~ 
\\·ar until Dec·~ijihe:r.-<r~T~ ,-· ~4t. he ~as told by ~he"' +9c~t::_ · .... ::·--}_~·_:· .' 
Vietriamese (ha"t tpey);:h_.aQ • b'"e.en tn ··the camp since 1978 ~ ·· .. 
sc- said that·; he. ·saw·_.ahou't· 40. Ain"e"rican·s, including '·. .. .::~· ··. 
!> or 4 black' Amerl.~ans ~ .. The ~Am·e.rfcans were kept· i~ · 
3 separate enclosur~~ •. The enc16su~es were about 5 · 
kilometers ap"art and. abou"t". ·zo kilometers northeast of 
camp. On~ enclosure ·heid 12 Americans, another ~eld 17, 

:and a third held 11. se.- said the Americans looked very" 
s i c k and hungry • ~c.., s a w ·about 1 0 of the Am c r i can 5 on 
work detail; each American was accompanied by 4 guards. 
In response to a question by ~C.. a guard at ·one of the 
American enclosures said 20 of the Americans were too 
sick to work. sc said he tried to make contact with the 

·Americans, but his attempts "-"ere foiled by _prison guards. 
·. ·. ' ; 
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· SC said· the·\·.}~hic.rfcan;;·:·p:ris·~·ners· \vhO~·=were on Work detail . 
. '_·. :We·re · not·::·afl~OW·:ed.\to')gc:/{r'urth'cr·:···than~: 100 meters: .ffom·-,-t.hel 

enclosures.·~ Sc .=.-_said::,:that. a_::.-farmer, NAh?€ had shown· him 
the site of. :a.:'ceincte.ry for .American prisoners o.f war. 
1111~i said .that· ther~.~~wer.:.e_:AO bodies in -.the ccm_etery • . : : 

{;C, said that ·''the.re'· \-.'Cre·· no grave. markers, but he COUld. 

see the mounds of about 30 graves •. s~ said that from 
October )979 through November 1980 he saw the funerals 
of 10 American. prisoners of war. .ft:- said that the 
Americans died mainly from diarrhea,.an illness that also 
caused t~e deaths_ ·of many Vietnamese prisoners. rc said 
tpat s'ome prisoners also died of starvation. ~said 
the last time that he saw the Americans was in Septe~ber 

9 • SC, s a i d that he e s cape d from the Thanh Phon g 
Prison Camp by walking away from work detail. He was 
u n Hi t t i n g 1 y as s i s ted by the farm c r , fJ/Vv€ who , a 1 on 2 w i t h 
h i s s on , g ?. v e S c., an d an o t h c r p r i s o n c r . _/i/ /1 rn E _ a 
r j de· t o T h an h H o a on t he i r b i c y c l C' s . .S <!: s a i d t h a t h e 
hc1pedAfAM€ by giving him food, mosquito netting, and 

l.g8{). 

too 1 s from the p r i son camp . IVA~ r e c i pro cat e d by giving .s c. 
ahout SO Piaster, ~hich 'C used to buy a black-market train 
ticket in pA-rA sc, said it took him several days to 
return South, that he saw security police but was stopped 
only once -- at- the ):)A-rib Rai]\·:ay Station. He expla:ined 
that he ,._,as only headed for the bathroom; therefore, he 
w a s no t as ked for ide n t i t y papers . S' c_· s a i d t h a t s om e t i me s 
he hid in the baggage car of the train to avoid security 
checks. ~~ said he arrived in Saigon on 15 November 1980 
and escaped from Vietnam by boat on 4 February 1~81. He 
arrived in Thailand on 10 February 1981. 

1 0 . SC- sa i d that w hi 1 c he ,,. a s a t H o a Lo P r i s on he 
was told by a prison guard commander named Mai Hoa Ky 
that the caucas ions he sa\v were Americans. SL said the 
Thanh Phong Camp was comprised of a number of. enclosures 
and was guarded·by.Armed Security Force (Cong Anh Vy Trang) 
personnel. SG said that Thanh Phong Prison Camp con.sisted 

.of 2,000 male and female criminal (political) prisoners 
and about 140 prisoners of war. 
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· _ . · lL D~~ing ·the i~ferviC~sC. ~as suffering from··· · '-'~Y.~t::;~ ·· 
m a 1 a r i a , ,,. hi c h h c said · he contra c t c d a f t e r ret t1 r n i n g to 
South Vietn·am. He '"as .polygraphcd Hi th inconc 1 us i ve 
res-ults,. pos·sibly. because of hi.s i llncss. Sc... insisted 
that the info r·m at ion he provided '~as a c cur a t e , b u t 
p o s s i b 1 y it · i s d at c d and I or here - s a y info rm at ion . S c.,., 
said that the North Vietnamese did not release him after 
1975 because he had not accepted reeducation, but th~y 
did rel~ase all of the criminal/political prisoners. in 
1978 ·!_ about the time he was allowed out on work· detail. 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN ~ LGX917 MCN = 91318/16657· TOR = 913181038 
OTTCZYUW RUEKJCS5612 3181037- -RUEALGX. 

HEADER 
0 141037Z NOV 91 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUERAAA/ANMCC FT RITCHIE_ MD 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
0 141035Z NOV 91 
FM USDAO BANGKOK TH//PW-MIA//. 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA/DAM// IMMEDIATE 
INFO RHEHAAA/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC MR. TIN CARNEY// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//J5/0JCS-PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J233/J3/J36// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 

·RHHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUEHKL/USDAO KUALA LUMPUR//SB// 
RUEHHK/USDLO HONG KONG//PW-MIA// 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK TH 55612 

THIS IS .A STONY BEACH MESSAGE 

SERIAL: IIR 6 024 0025 92. 

J~rn********* THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM). 

SUBJ:­
CAMP. 

WARNING: 

~~·:. 
IIR 6 024 0025 92/FORMER SON TAY POW 

THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT 
FINALLY EVALUATED INTELLIGENCE. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOI: 911103. 

3'0URCE: TivO ~tiNISTRY 

... .. ~. :..,- .... 
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OF THE INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE TIIE CURRENT 
COMMANDER AND DEPUTY OF THE SON.TAY FACILITY AND LIVE 
SIGHT.ING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 
SOURCE RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: THIS IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. TillS 
REPORT CONTAINS THE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAY CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED oUT· THEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 1. THE SON TAY PRISON WAS LOCATED IN 
SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST OF 
HANOI, VIC //UTMCOORDS--48QWJ5337/MAP SERIES L7014; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AMS 1967//. 

2. IN 1979, THE SON·TAY.PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE MILITARY SECURITY.SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 

. DlRE'CTORATE 1 ·OF THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TIME, THE FACILITY HAS NO~ BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON. AS FAR AS THE FACILITY: COMMANDER KNEW, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE ·1973. IT SHOULD BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE CAMP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY: BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20•0R 21 NOV 1971. 
THEY SAID TIIAT TIIERE WERE NO LONGER ANY PRISONS IN THE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3. THE REASON FOR THE REMOVAL OF THE U.S. 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNOWN TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE CAMP OF A 30 - 40·FOOT BANK DOWN 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS), IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTH SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, MADE 
IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT WAS THE OCC~ENCE OF A FLOOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). .t:l!~···. ·····• ~··· 

4. ORIGINALLY, THE BUILDINGS ALL HAD RED TILE 
: ROOFS. HOWEVER, THE TWO MAIN BUILDINGS, WHICH HAVE 

HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND BEEN CONVERTED 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN R~RpOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTHER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP TliE DOORS ro.TJIE. INDIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE HINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL·'iN.EVIDENCE, AS ARE THE 
AREAS OF DARKER COLOR LEFT FROM WHITE WASHING OVER THE 
NEW BRICK WORK WHERE THE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT AMOUNTS TO MATCH ~ SURROUNDING WALLS 
(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & H AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 20 & 
21) AND THE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE METAL DOORS ON THE 
ENDS OF THE BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5). THE 
FORMER HEADQUARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN USE FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
ITUILDINGS A &. E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4~ 23, 24, 25, 26 & 
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27). 

5. ONLY TWO SIDES OF THE PRISON WALL ARE 
STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTIIER TWO SIDES. MOST OF .. THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2, PHOTOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SMALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOToS 10 & 13). THESE TWO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLLEY BALL COURT WHERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . 

6. IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH TillS 
INVESTIGATION THAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NATURE STILL HELD AT THE FORMER SON TAY PRISON. 

1. SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANSWERED ALL 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD MANNER. LSI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO ALL AREAS OF THE CAMP REQUESTED. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION, HELD WHILE 'DRINKING 
TEA IN THE HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, MR. HO XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COMMANDER FOR MRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY .HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN THE EVENING 
AFTER DUTY HOURS. THIS WAS THE .FIRST THAT LSI. HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO TillS FACILITY, SO AS~D MR. 
DINH ABOUT IT. MR .. DICH REPLIED THAT MRS. BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON AND MAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. POW'S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURING HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAM. 

3. THIS FACILITY WAS NOT ON LSI'S LIST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 

:TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, LSI UNDERSTOOD THAT IT WAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, WHICH IS ON THE LIST AND WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI DID NOT FIND OUT THE 
TRUTH UNTIL ARRIVAL· AT SON TAY PRISON. WHEN ASKED WHY 
WE HAD VISITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID THAT THE HANOI 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 

.HAVE TIIAT PRISON INVESTIGATED, BUT TIIIS COULD NOT BE 
CONFIRMED. 

HANOI OFFICE CHIEF COMMENTS: HANOI OFFICE CHIEF WAS 
NOT PRESENT DURING THE INVESTIGATION. 
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INSTR: 
PREP: 

US: NO. 
TM-05. 

ENCL: 02 TO DIA/PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 
1. SKETCH OF SON TAY PRISON CAMP WITH 

LOCATIONS AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, 1 PG, 1 CY 

2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 
CAMERA: NIKON .N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOR 35-105, 
1:3.5- 4.s·zooH LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35MM 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 
B. PHO'J;O 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 

ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CAMP. 
C. PHOTO 3, . GATE GUARD SHACK 
D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 
E. PHOTO s·, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 

·G~NOTE FORMER.WALL USED TO BE WITHIN TWO METERS OF THE 
NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING .· ., 

F. PHOTO 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F 

H. PHOTO 8, FORMER PRISON KITCHEN 
J 

I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DESTROYED 
BUILDING .AND WALL IN DISTANCE .. 

J. PHOTO 10, ·DESTROYED BUILDING, 
CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANCE 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 
WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WALL 
M. PHOTO 13, REAR WALL WITH 

DESTROYED BUILDING L 
N. PHOTO 1lt;!tGUARD TOWER. WITH ·"'" -,.r-·· 

OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL NEAREST RIVER 
0. PHOTO 15, OUTSIDE OF REAR WALL 
P. PHOTO 16, .VIEW DOWN 30 .- 40 

FOOT RIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 
Q. PHOTO 17 ,"'OUTSIDE OF GUARD 

TOWER AND REAR WALL WITH PRISON BUILDING H IN. DISTANCE 

R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUILDING H. 
NOTE HINGES FROM FORMER DOOR BETWEEN MR. DICH (WITH 
CAP) AND WINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM 

S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUILDING G 
FROM PRISON BUILDING H 

T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 

U. PHOTO 21, PRI.,SON BUILDING G 
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V. PHOTO 22; PRISON BUILDING F 
W. PHOTO 23 ~-, FORMER CADRE MESS 
X. PHOTO 24,: CADRE FAMILY QUARTERS 

E 
Y. PHOTO 25 ~-:;FORMER CISTERN . D 
Z. PHOTO:: 26 ~->FORMER CADRE KITCHEN 

c 
AA. PHOTO ·2 7, ·HEADQUARTERS 

BUILDING A, FROM FAMILY QUARTERS· E: 
BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL, CENTER"OF PICTURE, SEEN BETWEEN PRISON BUILDINGS 
G & H 

ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (91_1103). 
DISSEM: FIELD: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 
POL, 

SA, DATLO, EX/A, JCRC). 

BT 
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AMERJCAN EMBASSY 
BANGKOK, THAILAND 

FAX 

DATE: ___ o_7 __ No_-v_9 _.1_9_9_1 ________ __ 

TO: DIA1PW-MIA/DAM-2 

:: : : : :~ ~ ·~ ·: ..: ~ . -

0/ficiat· XX 

Personal: -----

FAX Phone Number: _...:.....;(7 ..... 0~3..1--l ......;:6~9...,3_-5._.71....-'7....-7 ___________ _ 

A'ITN: COL JOHN M. COLE, JR • 
. ...... ·~ .. · 

FROM: Amtrican·BmbassyBangkok 

S~cdon: PW-MtA 

FAX Phone Number: 

No. of Pages Including Cov~r Shet!t ---~---­
Remarks: 

.J-0 c 1.-. r o _, o 
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..:At~ Ei~T ::.RFR J ~:::.s L · -· .. 
10 

P.O!. 

. ::· \• .. 

., 
I I . . . ·-.· .. ··- ....... . 

~DATE: 7 NOVE~SER. 7991 

~ROH: iJ.":{. OFFICE FOR FOW/NIA AFFAIRS. HANO! 
FAX~ (OSCAN/aOSS HOTEL} 

ra: MR. sHeRWOOD. 
OAO/PW-~I~ OFFICe, SANGKO~ 
66-2-254'416~ 

SUBJECT: LSI TRAVEL 

1" ON 2 NOV~ liVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATO~ t LSI J t TOGETHER .. ·wltH· VNOSMP 
!SCORT. VI~!T~D 17 LYNAM. De STREET AND j VUONG THANH ST~~ET,· HANOI IN· 
RcSPONS! TO TASI<ING PllOVIDtlJ BY VIA. ·• · ·,-

2. ON. 3 NOV, LSI AND VNOSMP eSCORT TRAVELLED ro SON TAY PRISON AHO 
CONDUCTED·.AN lHVEST:CGATION AT. THAT FACILITY. THIS WAS HOT OH THE . ·. 
lTIN~1tARY, . BUT VN(JSMP caNTiuCTeD .THE 'TOUI'C. LS.I WAS UNDER THE IHAAl!$$.lON · 
THAT.~TH~ FACILITY TO BE VISITED WA$ BAT SAT-PRISON. SUT FOUND OUT UPON 
ARRIVAL THAT IT WAS THE W~ONO PLACE.· .. TH! TOUR WAS PLEASANT •. · IT T~NEO. 
OUT TO BE A NICE.TOURIST SPaT .. ON! THING NOT!D WAS. THE A~TITUO! OF THE. 
CAMP IN RELATION TO THE RIVER. THERe WAS AT LEAST A 30 - 40 F.OOT sANK·· 
B~HINf:?. !1-1~ CAMP~ !F tHIS EVeR FLOOD£'0, IT WOULV BE A MIRACLE.:. · 

J·. . ON THE /tlrORNING Or 4 NOV, LSI A.ND eSCORT iRAV!:i:L!D TO OlA t..Af.t· TO 
lNVE$TIGAT! THe ~~PORT DEALING WITH.TH! WAREHOUSE COMPLEX NKAft· THE 

.. Dlk£; · THE AMVE TRIPS, INCLUOlN(J, PERIPHERALLY, THE SON fAY _TRlPt WEic~ · 
SAsED ON St AT!MENTS ~y sc:::._ (FROM. tHE· PER·roo PRiaR TO t 97 9 I • p)UIL~ 
THE VINH CITY T~IP (SEE FOLLOWINO ~ARAJ, WAS BA!EO ON THE MOR~·R!CeNT .. 
COLOR PHOTO~RAPH ANV INFO FROM-SkR. · · . 

4. LSI ANO VHOSMP ESCORT TRAVEL~EO TO VINH CITY, .IN NGUe AN PROVINC!, 
ON 4 NOV • . oN . ~ NOV, ~N INV~STIG~·TION ·wAS CONOUCTEO ON TH! RIVER .. 

. ISLANV~- IN NaHI XUAN VISTRICT, HA TINH PROVrNCEJ AND ZH A NtAR8Y. 
UlLU.OC. IN WH!CH 1-UJ<ciGN ECONOM!C AlD 1-11-.1) WORKEV t:ROM CIRCA t 9as·. TO . · 

..... 

i·919. IN'DXCATIONS WERe TI-IAT ·tHERe HAS NEV~R. RPT -NtVER/· BEeN A . . ··:;·::._:~(·.{:~r~. 
CAUCAS·IAH. ON THE RIVER ISLANO SINce THE rRENCH W'l!.NT THERE IN TH~ .. 40 ~ S .. : ~ ·.; .. 
T() DRAFr SOLDIERS FOR -THl!IR ARMY. WITHIN. rwtiNTY MINUTES; ·eVERYONE IN ... 
tHE!': VILLAGE: I<N~ Qr LSI'S F~eSENCEt ANV E~'ERYONe TWiNED OUT. trl SEI; ·THE .. 
1=9RE!GHE:R, THeRE COULD NEVER HAVE SEEN ANYONE 'STRANGE 1 ."TH~R.E WITHOUT . ·.:.~ 
EVERYoNe'S I<NOJJLEt>GE. f~E VILLAGE 'tHeRE: CONSISTS DF AIJOUT JOO ·FAt-titleS• · .·. 

· wrrH '4oo PP!OPLE .' EVERYONe kNO{I)s. EVERYONe eLsE. AND .ru~::.· vzi.L.Aot: cH.r~F . . 
i<N.ciJJS fVl!:RYONE BY NAMl!. rrre•s TO POt.LCM til/IN Nf!XT·-WEEK~ 

!I# ··.LSI TRAVEL PLANS: 

.. ... 

A. t.WOULo LIKE ro COMe our ro BKK aN THE c~t30 oN t6 Nov. rF, . 
HQWf:VER, YOU WOULD RATHER .. NOT ScNO TOM· IN BE~ORl! CHRISTMASt ·r CrJUt..V 
~.cTURN (WITH MY W!FC: IP. SHIS WOULP LikE} ·AFtER A two WeE~ .-P!RIOVJ ·v.uRINO 
WHiCH ! WOULD tAKe CARg OF OUR CONMITMENT~ IN kLJ ·t COULV THEN STAY · 
UNTIL JUST ~cFORE CHRISTMAS. I .COULV MEeT WITH TOM FOR A cauPl~ OAYS 
IN Ski(, . AFTER NEW Y!"ARS • THIS WOULtJ.· FR!CLLivo :HtS NAVtNCJ ro· COkl!· ~RE 
AND ':iiReA~ UP THE CONTINUITY OF HIS .~TAY WtTH A :cHRI~fMAS. 13~l!Ak. . 

. .!!, ·:~T REALLY SEEf.1S .i,T tHIS. 'PO!Ni ;,.,;;-.. ;H~RE w;·~t·· ~E ~1~TL~ ·TO .M HERE .. · -~·. I 
-FOR. T~E!· LSI· DUR!NG TJ./E 15TH ITcRATtQN, 8EGAUSf! OF .THE. RcQ.U!REMENt tHAT . .·.~-~ 

~ H~ BE ACGOMPANI~t:J 1!5Y A VNOSlvW Rr!.P, ALL Or WHoM WILL BE!· OCCUPIEv··wzrH. · ·: 
- TH_c ITERATION. ABOUT THE ONJ,.Y I..f.l.pJ.g ~~...CO!JL~~df" ;.:. :r': ·~~ -~ . 
~~f~"'(_ 1.i1A1 V.,....l !"M t:"nn . .,... • •.,.... --- -
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN - LGX771 MCN = 89153/16346 TOR = 891530920 
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6746 1530517- RUEALGX. 

HEADER 
R 020517Z JUN 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 020511Z JUN 89 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J3// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//OCJCS-PW-MIA/J5// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC// 
BT 
C()~TRQ.~~ 

SECTION 01 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK 26746 

0333 JUN B9 

/*********** THIS IS A COMBINED MESSAGE ************/ 
BODY 
SU~J: JCRC RPT HK89-040; HEARSAY OF TEMPORARY WAR-TIME 
U Sil PRISON CAMP IN HANOI 

1. 

.A. 
B. 
c. 

SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

NAME: "SL__ 
OPOB: ~ 58; HANOI 
PROFESSION: 

FOREIGN 
PRE-1975: STUDENT AT THE INSTITUTE OF 

AFFAIRS, HANOI 
POST-1975: "'"5.1::::> 

D. PRESENT LOCATION: 

E. IDENTIFICATION DATA: 

S...D 
5.1::> 

F. EDUCATIONAL LEVEL: 17 YEARS (UNIVERSITY 
GRADUATE) 

G. LANGUAGES SPOKEN: VIETNAMESE (NATIVE); ENGLISH 
(GOOD}: FRENCH (GOOD}: MANDARIN (GOOD); CANTONESE 
(GOOD) 

H. STATUS: ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT 
I. FINAL ADDRESS iN VIETNAM: ~~ 

HANOI · 
J. DATE DEPARTED VIETNAM: ~ 08 
~K. INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT 
~~ ON 9 MAY 89 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CW3, USA. 

! 

' ~·, i II I I 
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L. MAP USED: HANOI CITY MAP SHEET; EDITION 3; 
SERIES L909; 1:12,500 

2. SUMMARY: SOURCE REPORTED HEARSAY CONCERNING A 
TEMPORARY US PRISON CAMP (WJ 880272) IN HANOI IN 1971 
OR 1972. ----

3. INFORMATION. 

A. FROM JULY 1972 UNTIL 1976, SOURCE WAS A 
STUDENT AT THE CHINESE SECONDARY SCHOOL (IDENTIFIED BY 
SOURCE AS BEING LOCATED AT WJ 880272) ON PHO DUC CHINH 
STREET, HANOI. SOURCE HEARD FROM HIS FELLOW STUDENTS 
THAT APPROXIMATELY 100 AMERICAN PILOTS HAD BEEN 
TEMPORARILY IMPRISONED IN CELLARS UNDERNEATH THE SCHOOL 
FOR SEVERAL MONTHS (NFI) IN 1971 OR 1972 (SOURCE CAN'T 
RECALL WHICH YEAR). SOURCE HEARD THAT THE PRISONERS 
HAD COME FROM THE SON TAY PRISON CAMP PRIOR TO THE SON 
TAY RAID. ----

B. IN 1973 SOURCE AND HIS COUSIN, NA~tr£..-
WHO WAS ALSO THE SCHOOL HEADMASTER'S SON AND WHO 
r.IJRRENTLY LIVES AT "'D A' A 

, TOURED THE CELLARS UNDERNEATH THE SCHOOL WHERE 
THE PRISONERS WERE HELD. THERE WERE THREE ROOMS THAT 
WERE EACH APPROXIMATELY SEVEN METERS LONG BY FOUR 

, MEbTERS WIDE BY THREE METERS HIGH. THE ENTRANCE TO THE 
RQ MS WAS BY STAIRS THAT DESCENDED FROM A CLOAK ROOM ON 
THE SURFACE. SOURCE SAW NO EVIDENCE, SUCH AS WRITING 
ON THE WALLS, ETC., THAT ANY AMERICANS HAD BEEN 
IMPRISONED THERE; 

C. THE HEADMASTER OF THE SCHOOL AT THE TIME 
THF AMFRTC:AN PILOTS WERE HELD THERE WAS SOURCE'S lJNr.u: 

fJ kM.. fl-. WHO CURRENTLY LIVFS AT 
:P A-"T""""" SOURC:E Is A liNT. ('...} A-~L. 

WHO CURRENTLY LIVES AT '"b A\A 
HAD THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

RAISING PIGS TO f~tU lHt PRISONERS AT THE TIME OF THEIR 
INCARCERATION UNDER THE SCHOOL. 

4. COMMENTS. 

A. BECAUSE OF SOURCE'S EDUCATION AND PREVIOUS 
EMPLOYMENT, HE HAS EXTENSIVE KNOWLEDGE OF PERSONALITIES 
AND ACTIVITIES OF THE SRV FOREIGN MINISTRY TO INCLUDE 
THE VIETNAMESE OFFICE FOR SEEKING MISSING PERSONS 
(VNOSMP). 

A. 

N~fC­
:r?~ 

SOURCE STATED THAT HIS FATHER-IN-LAW, 
IS CURRENTLY THE SRV 

t 

l I 
''li • ,/1 

PAGE:0006 



·j:.j'•' 

• 'ii 
j 

~. 

:bA-TA 
/****** BEGINNING OF SECTION 002 ******/ 

D. TWO DRAWINGS MADE BY SOURCE OF THE 
TEMPORARY PRISON CAMP WILL BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY BY 
LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL. 
ADMIN 
sr-
#6746 
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-- ENVELOPE 
CDSN = .LGX310 MCN = 89061/23341 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS0541 061145~-

HEADER 
R 021.115.lJZ MAR 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 021049Z MAR 89 
FM JCRC LIAISON.BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 

TOR = 8906·11454 
-RUEALGX. 

INFO RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHDC//EAP-VLC// 
RUEKJCS/JCS WASHDC//OCJCS-PW-MIA//J5// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//PW-MIA// 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J36// 
RUHHHMA/CDRUSACILHI FT SHAFTER HI//TAPC-PED-H// 
BT ... --~ 

CONTROLS 
LIAISON BANGKOK 10541 

SECRET NO FORN 0122 MAR 89 

BODY 
SUBJ: JCRC RPT ·:88-111; HEARSAY OF AMERICAN AND FRENCH 
SOLDIERS HELD IN VIET TRI-SON TAY 

1. SOURCE/ADMINISTRATIVE DATA: 

A. NAME: . S c__ 
B. DPOB: ~ 54; HUE 
C. PRESENT LOCATION: ~ 

D. IDENTIFICATION DATA: _s~ 

E. LAST RESIDENCE IN VIETNAM: HUE CITY 
F. INTERVIEW DATA: SOURCE WAS INTERVIEWED AT 

t)~-r-~ ON 9 NOV 88 BY GARRY L. SMITH, CW3, 
USA. 

2. . SUMMARY: SOURCE PnOVIDED LIMITED HEARSAY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING AMERICAN AND FRENCH SOLDIERS WHO 
WERE ALLEGEDLY BEING HELD AT A PRISON CAMP NAMED VIET TRI­
SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ5237) IN 1980. 

3. INFORMATION: 

A. IN NOVEMBER 1987, SOURCE WAS ON THE LAO BORDER IN 
BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE SEARCHING FOR INCENSE WOOD, WHEN HE 
MET A MONTAGNARD NAMED HO THANH BUU. MR. BUU RESIDED AT 
DUC LAP VILLAGE (SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO LOCATE ON AVAILABLE 
MAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
MAP SHEETS), HUONG HUA DISTRICT, BINH TRI THIEN PROVINCE. 
MR. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT IN 1980, HE WORKED AT A PRISON 

PAGE:0004 



-~ CAMP NAMED VIET TRI-SON TAY (POSSIBLY WJ5237~ 

B. MR. BUU TOLD SOURCE THAT AMERICANS AND FRENCH 
SOLDIERS WERE STILL BEING HELD AT THE PRISON CAMP, AND THAT 
HE HAD PERSONALLY SEEN THEM MANY TIMES WHEN HE WORKED 
THERE. SOURCE HAD NOTHING FURTHER TO REPORT CONCERNING 
THIS HEARSAY INCIDENT. 

4. INTERVIEWER'S COMMENTS: INFORMATION IN THIS 
REPORT WAS PASSED TO STONEY BEACH. 
ADMIN . 
wr-
#0541 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

...... --.. 

0957/VO-PW 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J233/J36// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 

NSC FOR COL CHILDRESS 

SERIAL: IIR 6~014-0033-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBd: IIR 6-014-0033-86/MO CHEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOl: 700000 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-2D/DB-2C 

S.D. TOURISON/50501/14JUL86/KEW 
~/ 

COL K M GAINES USAF VO-PW CHF 

~/j~~ 
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SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT WHO HAS BEEN A 

GENERALLY RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

TEXT: 1. THE MO CHEN PRISON iTRAI MO CHEN}, ALSO CALLED BAT 

BAT, WAS ONE OF THE LARGEST OF THE ORIGINAL NATIONAL LEVEL PRISONS 

IN NORTH VIETNAM AND WAS KNOWN AS CENTRAL PRISON NO. 1 {TRAI CAl 

TAO TRUNG UONG SO. 1}. DUE TO INCREASED INMATE POPULATION THERE 

WAS AN EXPANSION OF THE NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON SYSTEM IN THE EARLY ...... ---.. 

1960'S AND THE MINISTRY Of PUBLIC SECURITY EXPANDED ITS PRISON 

SYSTEM CIRCA 1962 CONSTRUCTING THE QUYET TIEN PRISON CIRCA 1962-63 

AND T~E PHO LU PRISON CIRCA 1964. PHO LU PRISON BECAME CENTRAL 

PRISON NR. l AT THIS TIME. THE VINH TIEN PRISON, APPROXIMATELY 30 

KM SOUTHEST OF AND ASSOCIATED WITH QUYET TIEN, ALSO CAME INTO BEING 

AT THIS TIME. AFTER CONSTRUCTION OF QUYET TIEN AND PHO LU THE 

INMATE POPULATION AT MO CHEN WAS SLOWLY TRANSFERRED TO THESE NEWLY 

ESTABLISHED PRISONS AND A PORTION OF THE MO CHEN PRISON WAS 

TRANSFERRED TO THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM {PAVN} FOR USE AS A 

PRISON FOR MILITARY OFFENDERS {TRAI PHAM SINH}. THE PRISON, AND 

ITS FUNCTION, 
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WAS COMMON KNOWLEDGE AMONG THE LOCAL POPULACE IN SON TAY PROVINCE. 

THE TERM BAT BAT WAS APPLIED TO THE MO CHEN PRISION BECAUSE IT WAS 

LOCATED IN AN AREA CALLED BAT BAT. {SOURCE NEVER HEARD THE NAME SA 

TAC APPLIE~ TO MO CHEN PRISON}. 

2. DURING 1968-70 THE MO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF TWO 

SEPARATE DETENTION AREAS. ONE AREA WAS CONTROLLED BY THE PAVN AND 

WAS REFERRED TO AS A TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY {TRAI TAM GIAM}, 

MEANING A FACILITY FOR THE TEMPORARY DETENTION OF PERSONS UNDER ........ ~ .. 
GOING PRE-TRIAL/SENTENCING INVESTIGATION. A SEPARATE PART OF MO 

CHEN NOT USED BY PAVN WAS CONTROLLED BY THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 

SECURITY iMPS}. PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS BEING SENT TO MO CHEN 

FIRST ENTERED THE PAVN CONTROLLED PORTION OF THE PRISON FOR PRE-

TRIAL ·INVESTIGATION. THOSE WITH SENTENCES OF 6 MONTHS TO 1 YEAR 

SERVED THEIR SENTENCE AT MO CHEN. THOSE TO BE INCARCERATED FOR 

CONVICTION OF SERIOUS NATIONAL LEVEL OFFENSES WERE TRANSFERRED TO 

THE MPS CONTROLLED PRISONS FOR THE TERM OF THEIR SENTENCE. THE MPS 

CONJROLLED PORTION Of MO CHEN WAS CALLED AN INDEPENDENT PRISON 



. .:: 

........... 

04 RR 

{TRAI DOC LAP} OF THE MPS. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE OF INFORMATION ABOVE IS ~C- A 

FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROGMAN CAPTURED DURING A COMMANDO RAID 

INTO NORTH.VIETNAM IN THE 1960'S· HE OBTAINED HIS INFORMATION FROM 

PAVN MILITARY OFFENDERS WITH WHOM HE HAD CONTACT DURING 1970-73, 

PRINCIPALLY FROM FORMER PAVN SR. CPT., PHAM PHU LUC, ARRESTED IN 

SOUTH·VIETNAM IN 1967 AND LATER IMPRISONED AT LAO CAI DURING 1970-

73 AS A SUSPECTED SOUTH VIETNAMESE RECRUITED ESPIONAGE AGENT . 
. ..•. - ....... 

SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF ANY EVENTS AT MO CHEN AFTER THAT PERIOD OF 

TIME. 

COLL: NONE 

INSTRU: u.s. NO 

PREP: SEDGEWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 

VO-PW2 

--~ . ... 
. ~~ 
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APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAf, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: NO 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: N/ A 

............... 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH ~' 
USCINCPAC HONOLULU Hl//J2/J3/J36/J233// ..< v.\~ 7 
SECDEF WASHINGTON DC/ /OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/ ~ , lf ·\~ ef' 
CIA WASHINGTON DC N ~ . 

5:;0 \\c DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

. ..... --. .. NSC WASHINGTON DC ~-
J063/VO-PW 

.• 1 

SERIAL: 6-014-0045-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0045-86/MO CHEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NO FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI: r 860227 {RO} 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANTS WHO HAVE REPORTED RELIABLY IN 

THE PAST. 

. DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-28/D8-2C 

S. TOURISON/VO-Pil.1 /x50501/CMYtfY~ 
.~rt 

COL F.J.CAPILLUPO,USAF,VO-PW,C~IEF 
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SUMMARY: MO CHEN PRISON ~AS A SMALL NORTHERN VIETNAMESE 

NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON. ONE PART Of THE PRISON, CONSTRUCTED IN 

1963, WAS REPORTEDLY USED DURING THE WAR TO INCARCERATE u.s. PWS. 

TEXT: 

1. DURING 1963 THE MO CHEN PRISON IN SON TAY PROVINCE WAS A 

SMALL NATIONAL LEVEL DETENTION FACILITY, POSSIBLY ASSOCIATED IN 

SOME WAY WITH HOA LO PRISON AT HANOI CITY. IN 1963 IT WAS BEING 

USED TO DETAIN HIGH RANKING MILITARY OFFENDERS, CRIMINALS, AND LOW .......... -~ 

LEVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS. DURING 1963 MO CHEN PRISON ALSO WAS 

USED TO IMPRISON A SMALL NUMBER OF SOUTH VIETNAMESE BOATMEN AND 

FROGMEN COMMANDOS FROM BOAT DELIVERY TEAM "TAN BINH" CAPTURED IN 

JUNE 1962 AT THE SONG GIANG RIVER IN QUANG BINH PROVINCE. 

2. MO CHEN PRISON CONSISTED OF A CAMP HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 

TWO SUB-CAMPS. ONE SUB-CAMP WAS REPORTEDLY 500-1000 METERS 

DISTANCE FROM THE SUB-CAMP IN WHICH THE COMMANDOS WERE HELD AND 

REPORTEDLY WAS USED TO DETAIN SENIOR OFFICERS FROM THE PEOPLE'S 

ARMY OF VIETNAM iPAVN} IMPRISONED FOR SERIOUS CRIMES. THE 

COMMANDOS NEVER SAW THE SUB-CAMP FOR THE PAVN OFFICERS. THE SOURCE 

COULD NOT RECALL THE PRECISE LOCATION OF THE HEADQUARTERS AREA AND 
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DID NOT ENTER IT. THE PRISON COMMANDER, A MINISTRY OF PUBLIC 

SECURITY MAJOR DANG {DDAWNG} WAS A NATIVE OF NGHE AN PROVINCE OVER 

50 YEARS Of AGE. HE FREQUENTLY CAME TO VISIT THE COMMANDOS AND 

SPOKE OF EXPLOITS WHILE WITH THE VIET MINH PRIOR TO 1954, OFTEN 

QUOTING SAYINGS FROM THE CHINESE STYLE OF FORMER VIETNAMESE KNOWN 

AS "CHU NHO." 

3. THE CAMP IN WHICH THE COMMANDOS WERE HELD WAS A SQUARISH 

... COMPOUND SURROUNDED BY A 3-4 METER HIGH WHITEWASHED MASONARY WALL· 

THERE WERE RUSTIC WOODEN GUARD POSTS SET ON TOP OF THE WALL AND AT 

EACH WALL CORNER. EACH GUARD POST WAS ROOFED AND ENCLOSED BY A 

WAIST HIGH WALL OF THATCH. THE MAIN ENTRY WAY WAS THRU A 3-4 METER 

WIDE/SINGLE DOOR GATE SET IN THE CENTER OF THE ONE END OF THE CAMP. 

THE ENTRYWAY WAS ARCADED WITH A SMALL LOFT TYPE WORK AREA ABOVE THE 

GATE AND UNDER .THE ARCADE· THERE WAS A SMALL WOODEN GUARD 

POST/OFFICE IMMEDIATELY ALONG THE WALL, INSIDE THE FRONT GATE, AND 

IMMEDIATELY TO THE LEFT OF THE FRONT GATE AS VIEWED FROM INSIDE THE 

CAMP. THE CAMP HAD TWO SEPARATE CONFINEMENT AREAS DESIGNATED AREAS 

"A" AND "B"· AREA "A" HAD THREE BUILDINGS USED TO DETAIN FEMALE 

INMATES, LOW LEVEL POLITICAL PRISONERS, AND COMMANDOS. AREA "B" 
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CONTAINED CRIMINALS AND THE CAMP DISPENSARY. THE TWO INMATE AREAS 

WERE DIVIDED BY A SOCCER FIELD WlTH AN ASSEMBLY HALL WITH 

THE CAMP KITCHEN TO THE REAR OF IT. THERE WERE WALLS RUNNING THE 

LENGTH Of·· THE CAMP IN FRONT OF AREAS "A" AND "8" AND DIVIDING THE 

INDIVIDUAL BARRACKS, AT LEAST IN AREA "A"· 

4. WHILE AT MO CHEN PRISON THE COMMANDOS WERE CONFINED TO 

ONE HALF Of ONE BUILDING LOCATED IN THE FAR REAR CORNER OF AREA 

. ··~An-: THE REMAINDER OF THE BUILDING WAS USED TO DETAIN LOW LEVEL 

POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE COMMANDOS WERE NOT INTERROGATED WHILE AT 

MO CHEN AND MERELY STAYED THERE DURING 1963 WHILE AWAITING TRANSFER 

TO ANOTHER PRISON. THE COMMANDOS WERE USED TO PLANT AND HARVEST 

RICE IN PRISON CONTROLLED RICE FIELDS ADJACENT TO THEIR CAMP. 

THERE WAS NO BARBED WIRE NOTED OUTSIDE THE CAMP, NO TRENCHES OR GUN 

POSITIONS, NO PONDS, AND NO ELECTRICITY AT THE SUB-CAMP IN WHICH 

COMMANDOS WERE DETAINED. SEVERAL COMMANDO INMATES WERE TAKEN IN 

1963 TO ASSIST CRIMINAL INMATES IN CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW DETENTION 

AREA AT THE BASE OF HILLS APPROXIMATELY 3 KILOMETERS DISTANT WHICH 

WAS RUMORED SEVERAL YEARS LATER TO BE USED TO DETAIN AMERICAN PILOT 

PWS. {VO-PW COMMENT: UNKNOWN TO TEAM "TAN SINH" AT THE TIME, 
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PHOTOGRAPHS Of EACH rJA-Ml- TEAM MEMBER WERE SHOWN TO i'1EMBERS OF 

TEAM tJArMrt. WHO HAD BEEN CAPTURED IN JANUARY 1962 DURING A 

SUPPLY DELIVERY MISSION IN QUANG NINH PROVINCE. THIS PERMITTED THE 

SECURITY ·SERVICES TO ACCURATELY NAME AND OBTAIN THE COMPLETE 

BACKGROUNDS ON ALL MEMBERS OF TEAM ~~L AT MO CHEN. THIS 

INFORMATION WAS PROVIDED BY S c._ A MEMBER OF TEAM 

~A~It. CURRENTLY BEING INTERVIEWED BY DIA/VO-PW}. 

· ··~ .·· . THE COMMANDOS WERE OF THE OPINION THEIR IMPRISONMENT AT 

MO CHEN WAS A FIELD. EXPEDIENT AS THEY WERE AMONG THE EARLIEST 

COMMANDOS CAPTURED AND THE PUBLIC SECURITY OFFICIALS WERE NOT YET 

PREPARED TO INTRODUCE THEM INTO THE GENERAL PRISON SYSTEM· ONLY 

ONE OTHER COMMANDO TEAM WAS REPORTEDLY HELD AT MO CHEN, THOUGH 

PERHAPS SEVERAL YEARS LATER. THAT WAS A COMMANDO TEAM DROPPED BY 

PARACHUTE INTO"THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA AND INCLUDED COMMANDOS 

~A M...E.-S 

COMMENTS: INFORMATION ABOVE WAS PROVIDED BY FORMER 

VIETNAMESE BOATMEN, dAM..F'c- AND tJ A:M..iL MEMBERS OF BOAT 

SUPPORT TEAM NAN.~ • CAPTURED IN MID-1962 DURING AN ABORTIVE 
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MISSION WIT~ SOUTH VIETNAMESE FROGMEN AGAINST NORTH VIET~AMESE 

VESSELS ON THE SONG GIANG RIVER, QUANG BINH PROVINCE,NORTH VIETNAM· 

80TH N A-t-le.... AN D tJ kt-t t- WERE IMP R IS 0 NED AT M 0 CHEN P R IS 0 N 

DURING DE,EMBER 1962 - DECEMBER 1963. THEY CONTINUE TO UNDERGO 

INTERVIEWS BY DIA/VO-PW CONCERNING THEIR PERIOD OF IMPRISONMENT IN 

NORTH VIETNAM. THEIR DESCRIPTION OF MO CHEN PRISON CORRELATES TO 

THAT FACILITY AT 210908N/1052031E AND REFERRED TO DURING THE 

... .Y.IEJ:NAM CONFLICT AS THE XOM APLO PW CAMP N-51· VO-PW IS ALSO 

INTERVIEWING N AM~ A MEMBER OF THE SAME TEAM NAN..£. 

WHO WAS ASSOCIATED WITH CONSTRUCTION OF THE NEW DETENTION 

FACILITIES REPORTEDLY USED LATER FOR CONFINEMENT OF u.s. PWS. 

COLL: NONE 

INSTRU: u.s. NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D· TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW2 

APPR: FRANK J. CAPILLUPO, COL, USAF, CHIEf, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 
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·-. OPERATIONAL NARRATIVE 
--: ..... 

THE OPERATION DESIGNED TO FORCIBLY RESCUE US PWs FROMiTHE 

SON TAY PRISONER OF WAR CAMP IN NORTH VIETNAM WAS FIRST 

PROPOSED IN JUNE OF THIS YEAR HHEN A REQUEST TO DETERMINE THE 

FEAS IBI.LITY FOR JUST SUCH A CONCEPT WAS BRIEFED. IN JULY, 

THE CONCEPT WAS APPROVED VJITH THE METHOD OF RECOVERY FOR SON 

TAY, AND A STAFF WAS ORGANIZED FROM THE SERVICES TO CONDUCT 

DETAILED PLANNING AND TRAINING. ·THE SERVICES v/ERE FURTHER 

DIRECTED TO PROVIDE THE RESOURCES WITH WHICH TO FORM A FORCE 

AND A TRAINING SITE WAS SELECTED. IN AUGUST, THE SECDEF WAS 

BRIEFED AND SUBSEQUENTLY APPROVED A PROGRAM OF INTENSIVE 

. TRAINING.AND REHEARSALS TO COMMENCE IN SEPTEMBER IN THE EVENT 
' 

-AUTHORITY WAS RECEIVED FOR TH.~ PROPOSED OPERATION TO TAKE PLACE. 

BY OCTOBER, THE CONCEPT-HAD BEEN PROV,EN IN TRAINING AND.THE JCS 

RECOMMENDED THAT THE MISSION. BE EXECUTED BETWEEN THE DATES OF 

20 AND 25 NOVEMBER. THE.PREFERRED DATE WAS -DECLARED AS EARLY 

O.N 22 NOVEMBER, SUNDAY MORNING, .HANOI TIME. THE OPERATION HAP 

TO BE INITIATED ONE DAY EARLIER, THE 2lsr, TO-AVOID PREDICTED 
, -

\·lEATHER COMPLICATIONS I 

. OUR FORCES ARRIVED IN THE OBJECTIVE AREA BY AIR,· PRECISELY 
; I 

ACCORDlNG TO PLAN FROM THAILAND OVER LAOS AND INTO NVN FROM THE 

WEST, AS INDICATED ON THIS SLIDE. A-.C-130, FOR ESSENTIAL ENROUTE 

AND PINPOINT TERMINAL NAVIGATION, AND A-1 AIRCRAFT DEPARTED 

THEIR BASES FOR A HELICOPTER-REFUELING POINT NORTH OF THE 

PLAINE DES JARRES. 

\ 

•. · ...... ·. ~ 



' A SHORT TIME LATER, SIMILAR C-130 ALSO LAUN~HED, AND ' 

PROCEEDED TO THIS SAME RENDEZVOUS. 

THE ASSAULT FORCE HELICOPTERS, DEPARTED, JOINED THEIR RE­

FUEL! NG AIRCRAFT I AND C0~1PLETED REFUELING I AS PLANNED I. ONE 

HOUR PRIOR TO ARRIVING AT THE SON TAY CAMP.· 

THESE FORCES COMB I NED AND FORMED 2 GROUPS, vJITH THE LEAD 
. . 

C-130 AND THE H/Cs COMPRISING THE .FIRST GROUP··_ FOLL0\4ED IN 

10 MINUTES BY THE OTHER C-130 WITH 4 A-1s. 

THESE TWO FORMATIONS CROSSED HIGH POINTS ON THE ROUTE IN . . , . 

LAOS AT 2000 FEET.ABOVE .GROUND LEVEL. THE FORCE DESCENDED TO 

1000 FEET AS IT MOVED INTO NORTH VIETNAf·1 ABOUT 38 MINUTES PRIOR 

. TO TOT. . IT WAS APPARENT THAT THE NVN NW RADAR NETvJORK DID NOT . . .. 

DETECT THE FORMATION ALL THE WAY TO THE OBJECTIVE. ·· 

JUST PRIOR TO THE APPEARANCE OF THE FORCE FROM THE WEST, 

DIVERSIONARY PENETRATIONS BY. NAVY AIR TOWARD THE COAST TRIGGERED 

A CONVENTIONAL AIR ATTACK RESPONSE BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE. 

~.US, NVN RESOURCES AND . ATTENTION WERE DIVERT ED FROM THE RESCUE 
- :· 

EFFORT I 

. ADDITIONALLY,· F-4s CYCLED INTO THE OBJECT.IVE AREA TO 

PERFORM MIG CAP ORBITS IN THE VICINITY OF HANOI. . . . . 
THE MISSION ·COMMANDER, GENERAL MANOR,· WAS AT A CONTROL 

CENTER LOCATED AT MONKEY MOUNTAIN NEAR DA NANG AND MONITORED 

DEVELOPMENTS AS THEY UNFOLDED AND DIRECTED THE FORCES ACCORDINGLY. 

2 
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··-. THE FORf1ATION APPROACHED THE CAf~P AT LO\~ LEVEL. THERE 
. I -- ·. 

-~ 

HERE EXCELLENT NAVIGATION FEATURES ALONG THE APPROACH ROUTE . . 
THAT WERE EASILY DISCERNIBLE BY THE CREHS. ASSAULT TACTICS 

COMMENCED WHEN'FLARES WERE RELEASED DIRECTLY OVER THE PRISON. 

AFTER PASSING OVER THE PRISON,· SUPPORT AIRCRAFT DROPPED 

FIRE FIGHT Slf1ULATORS SOUTHEAST OF SON TAY CITY TO SPLIT AND 

DIVERT ATTENTION OF ENEMY FORCES BILLETED IN THE TOHN; THEN 

CONTINUED TO THE SOUTHWEST AND DROPPED TWO FIREBOMBS_, MARKER 

FLARES, AND FIRE FIGHT SIMULATORS IN THE VICINITY OF AN 

AMMUNITION STORAGE AREA FOUR KI L0~1ETERS SOUTHHEST OF THE TARGET. 

THE FIREBOMBS SERVED THE DUAL PURPOSE OF CREATING A DIVERSION 

. AND PROVIDING A HIGHlY VISABLE ANCHOR POINT FOR COVER AIRCRAFT 
\ 

TO ORBIT. THIS ANCHOR ~JAS LOC..ATED AT THE MOST PROBABLE SOURCE 
. •. .· .. i 

. I 

OF ANY GROUND THREAT TO.THE PRISON OP~RATIONS - NONE nEVqLOPED 

IN THIS AREA. I 

THE SON TAY PRISON CAMP IS .LOCATED APPROXIMATELY 20 ~M N\~ 
. I 

OF HANOI WELL AWAY FROM CIVILIAN HABITATION - IN RICE PADDIES . • • I • , • 

• ,. I 
- _.. I 

ABOUT ONE KM NW OF SON TAY CITY. THE CAMP CONSISTED OF TWO 
I 

. . i 

SEPARATE PORTIONS: I 

. Cl) THE WALLED COMPOUND AND (2) AN ADMIN SUPPORT AREA OUT-
. . I 

r . 
. . I 

SIDE THE WALL. OUR PWs WERE REPORTED TO BE HOUSED IN THE FOUR 
. . . I 

LARGE BUILDINGS IN THE COMPOUND. THE WALL IS ABOUT SEVEN FEET IN 
I 

HEIGHT AND HAD GUARD TOWERS ALONG THE WEST WALL. THE REMAINDER 

OF THE STRUCTURES WERE GUARD ·QUARTERS OR SUPPORT BUILDIN,GS. THERE 

\ 

.. ·.• 

:· ·": .~· . ··:··· .. ··· .. · 



.. _ WERE INDICATIONS THAT APPROXIMATELY 70 PWs HERE1HTHIN THE CAMP . 
.:..__ i ' -

THE GROUND ATTACK FORCE .CONSISTED OF ABOUT 50 US ARMY! 

SPECIAL FORCES PERSONNEL COMMANDED BY COL ARTHUR D. SIMONS. 

THE ESSENTIALS OF THIS OPERATION WERE. SURPRI_SE, SPEED,. AND 

SIMPLICITY. 

THE ATTACK STARTED. HITH A HELIBORNE ASSAULT ON THE CAMP 

BY HELICOPTERS MAKING FLARE-LIGHTED HEST~SOUTHWEST FIRING 

APPROACHES. . ... .. 

H-HOUR PUT TH~ LEAD HELICOPTER, ON THE GROUND IN THE 

COURTYARD OF THE Cot1POUND.· THE ASSAULT GROUP ABOARD THIS 

HELICOPTER, SECURED THE INSIDE OF THE COMPOUND AND THEN PROCEEDED 

TO DESIGNATED CELLB~OCKS. A SEARCH OF THE BUILDINGS CONFIRMED 
' 

THAT THE COMPOUND HAD IN FACT. .. BEEN A PRISON BUT APPARENTLY HAD . .. 

NOT BEEN USED FOR THIS ·PURPOSE RECENTLY. THERE WAS EVIDENCE 

THAT PORTIONS OF THE BUILDINGS WERE USED TO BILLET tNN MILITARY 
. . 

PERSONNEL. IT HAS NOTED .THAT THE YARD AREA HITHINTHE COMPOUND 

WAS BEING USED AS A GARDEN PLOT.:- THE AS.SAUL T FORCE LEADER AND 

HIS MEN WENT THROUGH EVERY BUI'LDING ·WITHIN THE: COMPOUND·.· HE. 

STATED THAT THE BUILDING$ APPEARED NOT TO HAVE BEEN USED FOR 

THREE TO FOUR MONTHS. 

IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ASSAULT GROUP LANDED "INSIDE OTHER 

HELICOPTERS LANDED OUTSIDE TO.THE SOUTH OF THE COMPOUND AND 

MADE CONTACT WITH THE ENEMY DURING A SWEEP OF THESE AREAS SOUTH 

AND EAST WITH UNKNOWN RESULTS. 

4 
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THE SEARCH OF SUPPORT BUILDINGS WAS HALTED BY THE GROUND 
~ -

- ' 

FORCE COMMANDER UPON DETERMINATION THAT NO PHs WERE IN THE 

COMPOUND. THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE 180 METERS NORTHEAST OF THE COM-

POUND WAS NOT DESTROYED AS SCHEDULED BECAUSE OF THE WITHDRAWAL . ~ .~ 

UPON DETERMINATION. THAT NO PWs WERE PRESENT, COLONEL SIMONS, 

TASK GROUP DEPUTY C0~1MANDER, DIRECTED THE EXTRACTION OF THE 

FORCE. PRIOR TO LEAVING THE OBJECTIVE AREA THE HELICOPTER IN 

THE COMPOUND WAS DESTROYED ACCORDING TO PLAN. A-1 AIRCRAFT 

PROVIDED COVER WITH THE ONLY TARGETS ATTACKED BEING A FOOT BRIDGE SOUTH 
, . 

AND EAST OF THE OBJECTIVE AND THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE NORTHEASt OF THE 

OBJECTIVE AREA. THE FOOT BRIDGE WAS DESTROYED AND A TOTAL OF SIX 

STRAFFING PASSES WE~ MADE ON THE HIGHWAY BRIDGE WITH NO RESULTS 

OBSERVED. EXCEPT FOR SMALL A~MS FIRE COMING FROM THE VICINITY OF 

SON TAY CITY, NO FIRE WAS RECEIVED IN.;THE OBJECTIVE AREA. AIR­

CRAFT ORBITING IN THE MT BA VI AREA DID NOT ATTACK ENEMY TARGETS. 

THEY WERE ENGASED BY ONE GUN PO~ITION BUT DID NOT·COUNTER AS THE 

FIRE WAS INACCURATE.· AIRCRAFT DROPPED UNUSED ORDNANCE .ON .THE . 

OPEN HIGHWAY AND JETTISONED IN· A LAKE TO LIGHTEN THE LOAD FOR. 

THE RETURN TRIP . 

. ALL SUPPORTING.FORCES/ TO INCLUDE THE NAVY DIVERSION 
.. . . 

· ACCOMPLISHED THEIR MISSION AS SPECIFIED; . THE MIG CAP; SAM 
, . 

SUPPRESSION AIRCRAFT·,· AND NAVY· DIVERSION FORCES WERE DETECTED 

AND TRACKED AS THEY APPROACHED THE NVN DEFENSE BOUNDARY. THE 

.s 

.· 

:-., .';' 



.... -. --

=:_NVN DEFENSES REACTED BY LAUNCHING MIG AIRCRAFT BUT FAILED~TO 
- ! 

. EFFECTIVELY ENGAGE ANY OF OUR FORCES. APPROXIMATELY TEN TO 

TWELVE MINUTES AFTER PENETRATION OF NVN DEFENSES, SA-2 MISSILES 

WERE LAUNCHED AGAINST THE SUPPRESSION' AIRCRAFT. IT APPEARS 

THAT AT LEAST THO ·MAY HAVE BEEN FIRED AGAINST AIRCRAFT ORBIT-

ING MT BA VI. TWO F-lbSs SUSTAINED DAMAGE FROM SA-2 MISSILES 
... . 

AND THE CREW OF ONE OF· THESE AI.RCRAFT WAS FORCED TO EJECT OVER . 

LAOS. IT IS ESTIMATED A TOTAL OF 15 SA-2 r~ISSILES HERE FiRED. 

LIGHT ANTI-AIRCRAFT ARTILLERY WAS OBSERVED FIRING FROM P.OSITIO~·!S . . , . 

SOUTHWEST AND NORTH OF THE OBJECTIVE. THIS FIRE vJAS INACCURATE 

AND APPARENTLY NOT RADAR DIRECTED; THEREFORE, THESE GUNS HERE 
·~ 

. NOT ATTACKED. THE ENTIRE FORCE EGRESSED ACCORDING TO PLAN . . .. 

WITH HELICOPTERS IN THE FORCE:PARTIClPATING IN THE SAR EFFORT 
,· 

FOR RECOVERY OF THE DOWNED F-L05 CREW. THIS CREW HAS BtEN 

RECOVERED AND IS REPORTED IN GOOD CONDITION. THERE WERE NO SERIOUS 

FRIENDLY CASUALTIES: ONE.US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES MEMBER SUFFERED 

A SLIGHT WOUND BELIEVED _TO BE CAUSED BY .AN AK~47 ROUND~ A"USAF 

HELICOPTER MECHANIC .. SUFFERED A BRdKEN ANKLE. 

THE ENTIRE NAVY DIVERIONARY OPERATION, INCLUDING TIMING, WAS 

EXECUTED AS PLANNED. THREE SHRIKES HERE FIRED IN RESPONSE .. 
TO ABOUT 20 SAMs.BEING LAUNCHED AGAINST THE DIVERSION AND A ... 

TOTAL OF ONE HUNDRED NINETY FLARES WERE DROPPED. NO OTHER 

6 
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··-. 

==-___ okDNANCE WAS EXPENDED IN THIS AREA. vJEATHER IN={HE HAIPH~NG 
! 

AND NORTHEASTERN NVN AREA·WAS CLEAR WITH UNLIMITED VISIBILITY. 

LIGHTS FROM THE CITIES WERE CLEARLY VISIBLE. NO OPERATIONAL 

FACILITIES WERE ENCOUNTERED AND ALL NAVY AIR.CRAFT RECOVERED 

SAFELY ABOARD THElR PARENT CVAs. 

- !" 

; . 
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I 
NEGATION DATE ~I required) 

Not Required 

ABSTRACT 

This report is a detailed, analysis of Son Tay PW Camp N-69, located in central 
North Vietnam. The installation has maximum dimensions of 380' x 375' encompassing approximately 
2.5 acres. It contains 21 buildings for possible PW detention, cadre quarters, and support. Two guard 
towers, an internal containment wall, and a perimeter fence are also part of the installation. 

Included in this report are a map, three annotated photographs, and a line drawing. A table 
provides functional and dimensional data. A reference list furnishes imagery, map, and documentary 
sources. 

INTRODUCTION 

Location and Identification 

Son Tay PW Camp N-69 is located adjacent to the Song (River) Con in central North Vietnam, 0.6 
nm northwest of Son Tay, 0.8 nm south of the Red River (Song Hong), and 20 nm WNW of Hanoi (Ha 
Noi). 

I ,fl 

Physical features 

Son Tay PW Camp N-69 h01s maximum dimensions of 380' x 375' encompassing approximately 
2.5 acres. It contains 21 buildings for possible PW detention, cadre quarters, and support 

Status and Activity 

The facility appears to be operational. A low-to-moderate level of activity is indicated primarily by 
ground scarring and the cultivation of most of the open areas within the walled compound and 
throughout the installation. The facility is occupied; however, the presence of U.S. prisoners of war 
cannot be determined. Functionally, the installation appears to be civilian oriented. 

Security 

The perimeter of the installation is fenced and a wall surrounds the possible PW quarters 
compound. Guard towers are located at the southwest and northwest corners of the compound and a 
gate with a security building (item 17, Figure 3) is on the east side. A personnel entrance is located on 
the south side of the compound, just south of building 5. No evidence of camouflage or defensive 
measures is apparent. 
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tt;;;,-] Function I Dimensions 
lftl 

1 SPI bldg 10. 8 
2 Spt bldg 12. 6 
3 Spt bldg tO x tO 
4 Spt bldg 28.22 
5 Pou PW qtrs/admin 

sect a 50.28 
sect b 8. 6 

.6, 7 latrines t5 x tO 
8 PonPWqtrs 

sect a 44.28 
sect b 57 X 3t 

9 Poss PWqtrs 20 X t5 
10 PossPWqtrs 38 X t8 
t1 Spt bldg 16. t2 
12 Sptbldg tO x 5 
13 Spt bldg tO X tO 
14 Ouarters 59 x25 
15 Poss kil/mshl 

sect a 28. t8 
sect b 28.28 

16 Quarters 48 x24 
17 See bldg 6. 5 
18 Quarters 40.28 
19 SPI bldg 18. t5 
20 Spt bldg 22. t9 
21 Spt bldg 25. t5 

Note: All buildings are single story, Measurements· 
ere subject to a possible error of + 5 feet or 
5 percent, whichever is greater. 
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SOURC_E: - TWO HINISTRY 
OF THE. INTERIOR OFFICIALS WHO ARE THE CURRENT 
COMMANDER AND DEPUTY OF THE SON TAY FACILITY AND. LIVE 
SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR'S PERSONAL OBSERVATIONS. 
SOURCE RELIABILITY· HAS NOT BEEN ESTABIJISHEU. 

SUMMARY: 11US IS A STONY BEACH REPORT. THIS 
REPORT CONTAINS TilE RESULTS OF AN INVESTIGATION OF THE 
FORMER PW CAMP AT SON TAY_ CITY, WHERE U.S. FORCES 
CARRIED OUT TIIEIR DARING RAID ON 20 NOV 1970. 
ENCLOSURE. 

TEXT: 1. TilE SON TAY PRISON WAS J.,OCATED IN 
SON TAY CITY, ABOUT FORTY-FIVE MINUTES BY CAR WEST.OF 
HANOI, VIC· //UTIICOORDS- -48QWJ533 7/HAP SERIES L70 14; 
1:50,000; SHEET 6151III, SON TAY; AHS 1967//. 

2. IN 1979, THE SON TAY PRISON WAS TURNED 
OVER BY THE ~IILITARY SECURITY SERVICE (MSS) TO GENERAL 
DIRECTORATE 1 OF THE MINISTRY OF TilE INTERIOR. SINCE 
THAT TI~tE, THE FACILITY HAS NOT BEEN UTILIZED AS A 
PRISON. AS FAR AS THE FACILITY COMMANDER KNF.\v, IT HAD 
NOT BEEN USED AS A PRISON SINCE 1973. IT SIIOUT ... D BE 
NOTED, HOWEVER, THAT SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE OF THE ·HISTORY 
OF THE CA~IP WAS INEXACT, AS THEY BELIEVED THAT THE 20 
NOV 1970 RAID TOOK PLACE ON 13, 20 OR 21 NOV 1971. 
THEY SAID THAT TIIERE WERE NO LONGER ANY PRISONS IN TilE 
SON TAY AREA. 

3.; TilE REASON FOR TilE RE~IOVAL OF · THE U.S. 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER FACILITY WAS NOT KNO\o/N TO SOURCE. 
IN THE ABSENCE OF OTHER, CONCRETE KNOWI.EUGE, THE 
EXISTENCE BEHIND THE GAHP OF A 30 - 40 FOOT HANK DO\o/N 
TO THE TICH RIVER (SOONG TICHS), IN THE OPINION OF 
BOTII SOURCE AND THE LIVE SIGHTING INVESTIGATOR, ~lADE 

IT DOUBTFUL THAT IT \vAS THE OCCURRENCE OF A FI .. OOD (SEE 
ENCL 2, PHOTO 16). 

4. ORIGINAI.l,Y, THE BUILDINGS AJ ... J. HAD RED TILE 
ROOFS. HOWEVER, TJIE TWO ~lAIN BUILDINGS, WIIIGJI IIAVF. 
HAD THEIR INTERIOR WALLS REMOVED AND UF.EN CONVERTED 
INTO WAREHOUSES, HAVE BEEN REROOFED WITH CORRUGATED 
FEROCEMENT PANELS. OTJIER RENOVATIONS CONSIST OF 
HAVING BRICKED UP ·nrE DOORS TO THE I~JJIVIDUAL CELLS, 
THE )IINGES OF WHICH ARE STILL IN EVIDF.NCE, AS ARE TilE 
AREAs-·_OF DARKER COLOR LEIT FROtl .\t/JIITE WASHING OVER 11IE 
NEW BRICK WORK WIIERE TilE DOORS HAD BEEN IN 
INSUFFICIENT Al-10UNTS TO MATCH THE SURROUNDING WALLS 
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... ._. 
(SEE ENCL 1, BUILDINGS G & H AND ENCI. 2, PHOTOS 20 & 
21) AND TilE ADDITION OF NEW, LARGE NF.TAL nq_ORS ON THE 
ENDS OF~E BUILDINGS (SEE ENCL 2, PHOTO 5~ THE 
FORMER HE~UARTERS AND CADRE QUARTERS BUILDINGS ARE 
STILL IN US& FOR TIIEIR ORIGI~AL PURPOSES (SEE ENCL 1, 
BUILDINGS A & E AND ENCL 2, PHOTOS 4, 23, 24, 25, 26 & 
27). 

5. ONLY TWO SIDES OF TilE. PRISON WALL ARE 
STILL IN EXISTENCE, AS THE U.S. TASK FORCE BLEW UP 
THE OTHER TWO SIDES. ~10ST OF THE RUBBLE HAS BEEN 
REMOVED. THE FRONT WALL USED TO RUN BETWEEN THE CADRE 
HEADQUARTERS BUILDING AND THE PRISON PROPER (SEE ENCL 
2, PHOTOS 7, 11 & 17). TWO OF THE SHALLER BUILDINGS 
HAVE BEEN DESTROYED OR AT LEAST ALLOWED TO DETERIORATE 
(SEE ENCL 2, PHOTOS 10 & 13). THESE TWO WERE LOCATED 
ADJACENT TO THE ATHLETIC FIELD/VOLJ.~EY BALI, COURT W'HERE 
THE HELICOPTER CRASH LANDED (SEE F.NCI. 1, BUILDINGS K & 
L) . . 

6. IT WAS DETERMINED THROUGH THIS 
INVESTIGATION TIIAT THERE WERE NO PRISONERS OF ANY 
NAWRE STILL HELD AT THE FOR~tER SON TAY PRISON. 

COMMENTS 

1. SOURCE WAS VERY COOPERATIVE AND ANS\~ERED' AJ,L 
QUESTIONS IN A STRAIGHTFORWARD ~fANNER. I.SI WAS 
ALLOWED ACCESS TO AI.J_, AREAS OF TilE CA~tP REQUESTED. 

2. DURING A CONVERSATION HEI .. D WHILE DRINKING 
TEA IN TilE-HEADQUARTERS BUILDING, HR. 110 XUAN DICH 
APOLOGIZED TO THE COtttiANDER FOR ~IRS. DEBRA ROBERTSON 
BARDSLEY HAVING VISITED THE FACILITY IN TIIF. EVENING 
AFI'ER DUTY HOURS. TillS WAS TilE FIRST THAT LSI HAD 
HEARD ABOUT HER VISIT TO THIS FACILITY, SO ASKED NR. 
DINH ABOtrr IT. HR. DICII REPLIED THAT MRS~ BARDSLEY 
HAD BELIEVED THAT THE FACILITY-WAS STILL AN ACTIVE 
PRISON" AND f-lAY HAVE BEEN HOLDING U.S. P0\-1' S, INCLUDING 
HER FATHER, SO HAD REQUESTED TO VISIT DURJNG HER EARLY 
OCTOBER VISIT TO VIETNAH. 

3. TillS FACILITY WAS NOT ON J.~SI' S J,IST OF AREAS 
TO BE INVESTIGATED. UPON BEING TOLD THAT THE SUNDAY 
TRIP WAS TO BE TO SON TAY, I..SI UNDERSTOOD T~IAT IT \'lAS 
TO BE TO BAT BAT, \~IIICJI IS ON TilE I~IST ANil WAS IN 
FORMER SON TAY PROVINCE. LSI Dill NOT FIND OUT THE 
TRUTH UNTIL ARRIVAl, AT SON TAY PRISON. WilEN ASKED \~IIY 

WE HAlf V~SITED SON TAY, MR. DICH SAID 'fliAT THE HANOI 
MIA AFFAIRS OFFICE HAD INDICATED THAT liE WOULD LIKE TO 
HAVE THAT· PRISON INVESTIGATED, BUT THIS COULD NOT BE 
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HANOI OFilCE CHIEF COH~lENTS: HANOI OF.FICF. ~IEF WAS 
NOT PRESENT-DURING THE INVESTIGATION. 

ADMIN 
PROJ: 
COLL: 
INSTR: 
PREP:· 
ENCL: 

LOCATIONS 

6999-15. 
AC. 
US: NO. 
TII-OS. 
02 TO DIA/PW-MIA UNDER SEPARATE COVER 

1. SKETCH OF SON. TAY PRISON CA~tP WITH 
AND DIRECTIONS OF PHOTOS TAKEN, l PG, 1 CY 

2. 28 PHOTOGRAPHS WITH NEGATIVES. 
CAMERA: NIKON N8008S AUTOMATIC W/ AF NIKKOR 35-105, 
1:3.5 ·- 4.5 ZOOM LENS USING KODACOLOR GOLD 220, 35t-IH 
FILM. ALPHA REFERENCES REFER TO ENCL 1 

A. PHOTO 1, ON THE ROAD TO SON TAY 
. B. PHOTO 2, ROADSIDE GATE INTO 
ADMINISTRATIVE AREA OF CA~tP 

C. PHOTO 3, GATE GUARD SHACK 
D. PHOTO 4, HEADQUARTERS BUILDING 
E. PHOTO 5, FOR~tF.R PRISON BUILDING 

G-NOTE FORt-IER WALL USED TO BE WI11IIN TWO HF.TERs· OF THE 
NEAR END OF THIS BUILDING 

F. PHOTO 6, FORMER PRISON BUILDING 
F THIS BUILDING WAS NOT REFURBISHED 

G. PHOTO 7, FORMER PRISON BUIJ.,DING 
F 

Jl. PHOTO 8, FOR~1ER PRJ SON KITCHEN 
J 

I. PHOTO 9, CISTERNS, DESTROYED 
BUILDING AND WALL IN DISTANCE 

J. PHOTO 10, DESTROYED BUILDING, 
CISTERN AND PRISON BUILDING G IN DISTANC~: 

K. PHOTO 11, GUARD TOWI~H ON REAR 
WALL 

L. PHOTO 12, REAR WAI.r. 
H. PHOTO 13, REAR WAl.l. \v.l.Til 

DESTROYED BUILDING L 
N. PHOTO· 14, GUARD TO\~I~R \~ITJI 

OUTSIDE OF REAR \o/AT .. J., NEAREST RIVF.R 
0. PHOTO 15, OUTSIDE OF REAR WAf.L 
P. PHOTO 16, VIEW DOWN 30 - 40 

FOOTRIVER BANK THROUGH BARBED WIRE 
... ·- Q. PHOTO 17, OUTSIDE OF GUARD 

TOWER AND REAR WALL \'/ITII PRISON BUII.DING II IN DISTANCE 
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R. PHOTO 18, PRISON BUI-LDING H. 
NOTE HINGES FROH FORNER DOOR BETWEEN MR. D~GH (WITH 
GAP) ANO.WINDOW IN FRONT OF HIM 

- S. PHOTO 19, PRISON BUIJ..DING G 
FROM PRISON BUILDING H 

.. . T. PHOTO 20, PRISON BUILDING G 
THROUGH INTERIOR BARBED WIRE FENCE. NOTE DISCOLORED 
AREA WHERE CELL DOOR WAS BRICKED UP, IN CENTER OF 
PHOTO. 

u. PHOTO 21, PRISON BUILDING G 
v. PHOTO 22, PRISON BUILDING F 
\y 0 PHOTO 23, FORMER CADRE MESS 
X. PHOTO 24, CADRE FAHII.Y QUARTERS 

E 
Y. PHOTO 25, FORMER CISTERN D 
7.. PHOTO 26, FORHER CADRE KITCHEN 

c 
AA. PHOTO 27, HEADQUARTERS 

BUILDING A, FROM FANILY QUARTERS E 
BB. PHOTO 28, GUARD TOWER ON REAR 

WALL, CENTER OF PICTUHE, SEEN BET\~EEN PRISON BUILDINGS 
G & H 

ACQ: VIETNAM, HANOI (911103). 
DISSEM: . FIEin: AMEMBASSY BANGKOK (AMB, DCM, 
POL, 

. SA, DATLO, EX/A, JCRC). 

BT 

f/5612 
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QUYET TIEN PRISON 

(AKA: CONG TROI) 

-
LOCATION: 5.5 Kilometers from Chinese border; 11.7 kilometers North of Ha Giang town, 

Quan Ba district, Ha Giang Province now Ha Tuyen Province. 

(GEO 230044N/1045714E; UTM 48QVL 955446) 

MAP REFERENCE: a- Series L701: Sheet: 598011; Scale 1:50,000 

b- Series 1501; Sheet: NF 48-2; Scale: 1:250;000 

National-levelt Ministry of Interior prison,tonstruction of facility knQW? as 

Quyet Tien began as early as 1961 but was not completed and fully operational until 

1964. The main prison was enclosed by 3 meter-high walls. The interior was divided 

by walls into 8 areas of detention; 1 solitary confinement area, 1 work area, 1 medical/ 

mess area, and one central yard. Abutting the west wall was a minimum security 

detention area enclosed by a bamboo stockade fence. Prison administration and 

support facilities were located in an area about 200X300 meters in size adjacent to 

the south wall and main entrance of the prison. 

The majority of the inmates were prominent North Vietnamese political prisoners 

and criminals: However, the prison population included about 200 Republic of South 

Vietnam commandos captured while conducting missions in North Vietnam and Several 

Taiwanese commandos captured after landing by mistake in North Vietnam in the Mid '60s. 

Most of the Vietnamese and Taiwanese commandos were transferred to Pho Lu Prison and 

other facilities by late 1972 or early 1973. Some Vietnamese commandos were sub-

sequently returned to this prison in mid-73 as punishment for 'protesting the fact they 

were not released "in accordance with Paris Peace Agreement " 

1976 several changes which suggested that the prison 

related functions of this facility were diminishing: The stockade fence around the minim 

security compound h~d been dismantled; and some ~tructures in this compound had been 

dismantled. Ofte·~le exception was a laree foun~_beiu~ laid in the central 

r ~, 



yard of the main prison. The building which was built there was typical of the large 

assembly-halls observed in other prison facilities. A change of· function of this 

facility was indicated by the following: Newly completed agricultural irrigation syste ,·, 

that piped water from a stream about 1500 meters North of the prison, thru a gridwork 

of pipes and storage cisterns, to the fields East, South and West of the prison and 

administrative/support area; Buildings in the Admin/Support area replaced by a type 

of building and landscaping that analysts state is characteristic of 

Divisional Headquarters buildings for PAVN divisions. 1977 

continued to show at least a change of function for this facility by revealing 

that the thatch roof of the solitary confinement/disciplinary confinement b~ilding 

had be.en removed. The wall of one inner compound also appears to have been breached 

providing easy and direct access from the central court yard site of the Assembly-hall 

type building which dominates the central court yard. 

Pt 0 : " ,· .. ,' () '(\._ 
Sources indicate that during 1978 ~ ........ ~ PAVN had in operation a rear 

service food production base at this facility and prisoners were only brought in 

on a temporary basis for construction labor. Sources have stated that by August 1978 

all prisoners had been permenantly removed from this facility. By December 1981 

indicated that dismantling of the interior of the prison continued. Breaches 

in several interior walls were notes as well as all interior gates left open or taken 

off completly. The interior appeared to be abandoned, except for a few garden plots 

in the old labor area. The admin/support area, including -. fllarge Headquarters 

type building, are well maintained, the grounds are well manicured, and there is 

extensive ciltivated fields in the irrigated land adjacent t~ the prison and admin/ 

support area. 

In summary, Quyet Tien served as an MOl prison from 1964 until at least December 

1973. During the 26 month period prior to FEB 76, the prison facility deminished, 

an irrigation system was installed in the fields around the prison, and a possible 

Headquarters building was constructed in _the admin/support area •. The facility 

might have continued to serve as a pri~nn.. --..alhi e.t"--llf_ .rl.im:iui...shi.nP" capacity, during 
/ -



-· 
this period; and prisone might have perfditned most of · 

during this period. In light of source comment 

labor for the construction 

even temporary inmates herE 

for contruction labor could not have been ~ept at this facility much beyond August 197t 

By 1981 Quyet Tien Prison had been abandoned, and the adjacent support area appears to 

R~ve become at least a support Headquarters of the PAVN .. II .. TD~ivision. 



_': ~-· ·•·. 
:-·.. ....~ . .; .. ·. 

o. ·· .·. z · · · ··· · · ,_c:r· ·~: ~<.-' -::··;';;.,!\'" 
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. . . .. ' .. ~,:' 

DATE ITITL E 
~18 Sep 81 Quyet Tien Detention Facil~ty ;'·.,_ .. ~=:::-:-~--------'.....;.....;;._':--________ ....,;,....:..,_ _____________ ,;___....~ 

.<·:.: PROBLEM 

~· . : 

i 
i 
I 

l 
I 

i 
I 
I 

i 
i 

. I 

I 

(~rifv existence of Quyet Tien detention camp described by HUr~INT sources; and update 
· .. _tJB-50- data base regarding this possible detention facility. 

DATE IN DUE DATE 

N/A 
PRIORITY N/A 18 Sep 81 

CONTACT 

rt/\1 
TEL£PHON~BER 

.D-4-r.</ 
ORIGINATOR 

OIA/DI;_7C 

BRANCH ASSIGNMENT RECEIVING OFFICE DUE DATE 

ACTION 

SUPPORT 

SUPPORT 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1. Attached map 1dentffies 9€0graph1c boundr1es of the districts of Dong Van and 
Qsan Ba, Ha Gian~:· (Prov), HVN. <tive HtHHNT sources have claimed to have been detained 
t!t '!u_t~t Ti en camp fer varying periods of time be~ .. teen 1958 and 1978. A 11 of the 

··.w;:es d0:;cribe the location as in Dong Van District, although one of the five asserted 
.... at the c.r-ea is also called Quan Sa. 
repor·ted unsuccessful efforts to 1 denti fy the camp D I -7C is seeki nq better 
sketches and de~criptive data for this cam~. 

2. Analysis cf t-nnHNT reports t .. eceived tc date sur)gests that these sources r:1ioht 
be rtr.sc.-·ibing physical facilities and hi5torical events (e.0.., .)u1y ~65 bnP1hir.9) "' 
relaedd to the Coc !~i PW cnM~ (1\.i(A: Pho Lu Penal Institution), 
Attach~d is ~ cony ryf sur~~r1aedof warti~e HUMJNT reporting re this facilit~. 

-~'· '.?.eque~t that :-.roiJ ~stab1 ish r.:1 file t"eqart1in0 Ouyet -rii::n car~r anj cross reference 
~t 6t Coc M1. We have detect~d si~nesof deceptio~ in some of the HU~INT rerort1na 
-~ssociated t'li th tiuyet Ti en car:;p. .:\s we obtain more data fr·or:: these sOUl"cc:s rcouest 
that you examine the rossibilit.V that Qu_yet T1en and Coc ~·1i nre or arc n~7: ~;c·-:~rate 
facilitie-s. 

SIGNATURE 

PAF NUMBER 

1. 

·- · [ . 01 A Form 193 (4·63) 

t· 
~-..:.:....*'· ... ~-.. . .. . . -~--"--------------·----·-'---· -----·---'·-·----~---__..__ ____ ; ____ - ---~- .. ·-·'--·---~-.:.··----··------ ... -· .... __ . ·-·.- -''·-'---'·-··~--;.:.. .... _.:,._,;·...:..:.---'-" 
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Pf~OJECT ASSIGHMEHT INSTRUCTIONS 

D7'TE 
3 Nov 81 ITIT\.._E -

Possible Prison - Ha Giang Province, NVN 
PROBLEM 

To identify a prison described by HUMINT sources as a detention camp for U.S. PWs. 

DATE IN DUE DATE PRIORITY 

3 Nov 81 4 Nov 81 1 
ORIGINATOR CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

DIA/Dl-.7C 
---------------L---~---------; 

BRANCH ASSIGNMENT RECEIVING OFFICE DUE DATE 

ACTION 

SUPPORT 

SUPPORT 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

1. Request search D A ~A of 
the area of NVN, north of 22 40 N, east of 104 45E and west of 105 45E, and identify 
all possible walled detention facilities within this area. (Exclude the possible 
detention facility near Lang Dan, 2301N/l0458E, which is addressed by a separate ) 

2. Focus particular attention on the area within a 25 km radius of Dong 
·van Town, 2316N/10522E. 

3. Several HUMINT sources have described a prison; which they call"·Quyet 
Tien, located in the search area described above. According to these sources the 
prison is a permanent installation with masonry walls (perimeter and interior) and 
masonry buildings. There are adjacent cadre housing and support area, including 
agricultural production areas. The inmate population is approximately 1000-2000, 
including 20-50 U.S. PWs. The prison is serviced by a vehicular road that links Ha 
Giang Town (2250N/10459E) and Dong Van Town (2316N/10522E). 

SIGNATURE 

PAF NUMBER 

Dl A Form 193 (4-63) 



.. -·-· ..... -· . .. ··- ·-·----=-~------·--··-···· ·-·-········ 

PROJECT ASSIGNMEN:t INSTRUCTIONS 

DATE 

3 November 1981 
PROBLEM 

To provide a historical analysis of a suspect detention installation near Lang Dan, 
NVN, vicinity 230100N, l045800E. 

DUE DATE PRIORITY 

18 Nov 81 (see para 4~~i"'···' 
DATE IN 

3 Nov 81 1 
ORIGINATOR CONTACT, ... .._ ' ... ,., TELEPHONE NUMBER 

DIA/DI ... 7C Ar-rJ 
BRANCH ASSIGNMENT RECEIVING OFFICE 

ACTION 

SUPPORT 

SUPPORT 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS AND REMARKS: 

Refs: a. 30 Oct 81 working meeting between Cpt McDonald (DB-SC) and A~ 
(DI-7C), subj: SAB. 

DUE DATE 

b. 2-3 Nov 81 phonecons between Mssrs McDonald & Siwik (DB-SC) and ~~ 
subj: SAB. 

C·. 23 Apr 81 PAl, w/verba1 a~dments (see Enc1 1). 

d. May 81. 

e. Jul 81. 

f. Jul 79 
AI~ 

1. RefsAidentified ~~:rA requirements regarding an installatior 
which may correlate to a facility described by several HUMINT sources as Quyet Tien 
Prison. Two of these sources asserted that 20-50 U.S. PWs were imprisoned at Quyet 
Tien from at least 1970 until at least 1976. 

2. Request search and analysis D~~~ imagery dated after 1960 to 
answer the following requirements: 

~ 
a. Confirm approximate date of construction of installation wr Lang Dan and 

its functional use prior to 1970. (Source stated Quyet Tien was built during the early 
'60s.) 

SIGNATURE 

(Continued on page 2) PAF NUMBER 

Dl A Form 193 (4-63) 

.... 



...... Continued from page 1 

b. Confirm the existence and describe the layout and functional 
use (noting significant changes) of the facility at the approximate 
intervals of 1970, '73, '75, '77, and '81. (See requirements at 3, 
bel ow.) 

c. . Assess the similarity, or dissimilarity, between source'·s 
description and sketch (e.g., entrance sgucture, number and distribution ~ ·J,· s 
of buildings and interior compounds, sat,fellite camp~) of Quyet Tien 11'! :;::.,.. .~ 
prison and:. "' 

- The Lang Dan installation, at each time interval noted above. 

- The Coc Mi installation, in 1966 and 1976 

d. Confirm the location of all above-ground masonry constructed 
water storage tanks or cisterns, if any, within the Lang Dan and Coc Mi 
installations·. One source stated that he had been able to peer over the 
low wall surrounding the U.S. PW quarters (Point A on Encl. 2) by standing 
atop the masonry wall of a cistern in the upper-left quadrant (Point B 
on Encl. 2) of the Quyet Tien prison. According to this source, the 
cistern was used as a soaking ta'k for bamboo rods that \'/Oul d be made 
into wicker material used to wefve baskets. The source would not estimate 
the size of the cistern. 

e. Describe the location, layout and functional use of all possible 
detention facilities, if any, located within 25 km radius of the Lang Dan 
installation. (See Encl. 1.) 

f. Estimate the possibility that the Lang Dan installation is 
located adjacent to an agricultural production site. (One source asserted 
that Quyet Tien prison is adjacent to approximately 7000 acres of farmed 
land.) 

3. Provide hand-annotated photos of the Lang Dan installation at each 
of the approximate dates noted in 2a and 2b, above. Request 1 each 20x24 
print, 5 each 10xl2 prints, and one dup-positive for each interval. 

4. Upon completion of requirements in para 2 & 3, above, provide 
briefing board and annotated sketches in format to be coordinated betvteen 
DB-5C and DI-7C analysts. 

· 5.. . Request that following portions of above requirements be 
accomplished by COB 4 Nov 81: 

- Annotated photos dated in '70 (or earliest possible date thereafter). 
- Annotated photos dated in '77. 
- Annotated photos dated in '81. 

Interim narrative response to para 2c-2d, above. 

/ 
/ 

../ 

.... 



3 ··:. 
4· 
5 
6 
7 
s·~··. 

9 
10. 
11 
12. 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

·20 
21 
22 
23 

Spt bldg-~. . . 

E~:t~~"< 
~~: ::: /;.:~?': .. :: .. :~·,~.:':~· 

E§b:,;.;/2_ 
Spt bldg -~ : . . ,. 
Spt bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Pou detention bldg . 
Latrine 
Latrine 
Spt bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Poss detention bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Latrine 
Pou detention bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Spt bldg· 

Note: All bu•ld•ngs ere ungleatory, 

12 x10 

!Ox 15 
10. 8 

265.25 
10x 8 
12" 10 
45 x20 
90x25 
15. 15 

130.30 
15 x10 
35x20 
80.15 
85 x25 
18x 6. 
30" 10 
10. 8 
50x20 
45 x20 
85 x30 
30x 8 
60x20 

115.25 
25.15 

25 

26 
27 
28,29 
30 
31 
32,33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 

Latrine 
Pou detention bldg 
Pou detention bldgs 
Sec bldg & arcade entr 
Spt bldg 
Spt bldQI 
Post detention bldg 
Latrine 
Pou detention bldg 
Post detention bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Latrine. 
Spt bldg· 
Latrine 
Pou detention bldg 
Latrine 
Pou detention bldg 
Pou detention bldg 
Latrine 
Spt bldg 

;t:,~{,~~-s-:~£L;,;;::z-:::JF.?~·~----
.·- -. 0 100 200 

FEEl" (APRX) 

60x 25 
25 x20 

85x30 
20. 12 
8x 8 

80.25 
105.25 
35 x15 
15. 12 
12 x12 
70x15 
25. 8 

110.25 
90.20 

110. 25 
15 x10 
20 x12 
15 II 5 

110.25 
15. 8 

100 x15 
110. 25 

15 a10 
8. s 

300 
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Yletaaa/Talwa 

Pac111t1ea aad Inaates of the ~Ye.t·.l"ien ... Reedueatie __ 
ta.p. Ha Tuyen Province '· ~~!~ ~*~U'!= of.~. (IX)X: 
ltO-lm.J 

FTON the debriefina of a refucee who was an inmate of 
Quyet Tien Reeducation Camp froa 1965 to 1971 and &Jain 
froa 1973 to 1977. 

1. ~ of 1177 the Quyet Tion Reeducation Caap was located in Sa 
D1Jtrlct, Ha Tuyea Prowince (fa~erly Ha Giana and Tuyen Quan1 
Provinces). Sociall•t Republic of Vietna• (SRV). The prison was 
coaprised of 11 build1ftJI for inmates, an administrative building 
and a solitary confineaent facility. The 50litary confinemen~ 
ouildin1 vas destroyed 1n 1973 following the signint of the Paris 
•tr••••nt betweeD the oer and U.S. governments. The stone walls 
•urrouadina the prisoa were seven aeters high and 0.70 aeter· wide 
aad ar.ed auard posts were located at each corner. . 

2. Ia 1177 there were about 350 political prisoners, ZOO South 
VietD .. ese Special Pore•• personnel. and a party of Taiwanese 
iatelliaeace persoaael who bad been held since April 1967. Ptominent 
a.oaa political prisoo.rs and Catholic cleray were: . 

A. Mruyen Huu ((Dana))~ Ph.D •• foraeT Chairman of the Dai Viet Party; 

I. Vu Dinh ((Dich)), Dana's assistant; 

C. Ton That ((Tan)), Participant in the Viet Minh resistance iaprisoned since 1945; 

D. Monsirnor Mauyen Van ((Vinh)) of the Hanoi Archdiocese; 
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!. Other tatholtc ~riests includinl Fathers ( fnu) ((Boa)) 
frn• Vlnh Phu P~ovince,:Nruy~n Huu ({Bon)) from N&he An, (fnu) 
((Due)) f1'oa Ha Tinb &ncl (fnU) ( (Khoi.) froa Hanoi. Other ln11ates 
vere Vletn• .. •• Co~unist Party ~eabers ancl SRV cadre vno had beca.e 
ditlatilfied aad diienchante~ with the Hanoi re1i••· 

l. L• Due ((Van))• a •~ber of the Talvanese intellitence teaa 
captured in Noaa Cat, Quana ~inh Province, in Hoveaber 1963, ,ave . 
the follovlJaa aaaes • of his fellow of fleers 1nteTned at Quye~ Tlen · 
trlaoa: Moe A ((Tal)), TTin~ A ( (Sa•)), Tran Van ({Man)), Gl&IS Tu 
((Caa)), •oaa A ((Uaa)), Chii_Mhuc ((Co)), Tu Cbinh ((Hoc)), Truona 
((Tblea)), Ho ((Anh}). Nona~ ((S~•>>~ Vuont Vlen ((Quana)), Hoans 

G1a ((Hoa)), Truons Laa C:Ctialil, Ly Van ((~let)), lac Caa ((Hao)) 
aad Lu1ea Ch1 ((lien)). (Fteld eo .. ent: These naaes are 
V1etn .. iae4 phoeeticl. The ~ebriefee did not reae•ber the naMes 
of the rest of the ·Ta~vanese jinaates.) 

~. Of the ZOO Special ~orces personnel inte~ed at Quyet 
Tien PT1soa troa 1165 to 1977, SO died fro• physicAl torture in 
1olitary coalln .. ent OT fro• ;physical exhaustion, diseases and 
aalluatTitlon. Any inaate sont to solit&TY confin.,aent did not 
expect to surYlYe. Major (f~u) ((SanJ)), the prison warden, vas 
Dotnrloully bow ..Ona the ifnaates aa "Bloodt:bii-.ty. _ Sane." 

I 

S. Quyec Tien Prison ha~ a top secret building isolated fro. 
the rest of the caap' known asl "0" Zone (khu 0).1where about SO 
t.n.ates ·~ LDta.....t Under the 110st strinaent security conditions, _ 
ac:c:ordial to a auard ·tasked w:i th brinaina food daily to the coapound. 
Other taa&tes were varned they would receive an-instant death penalty~ 
lf they tried to acquiTe· info:raation on "0" Zone inaates. At 1800 
hours every Saturday~ "0" Zone inaates were taken to the c:o .. unity 
shower rooa to clean;~he-selves. During this tiae all other inmates 
vere coafiaed to their quarters and were instructed to close all doors 
and viadovs and cover thea wi~h blankets. Guards were posted outside 
every barrack• to aake sure there waJi no atte•pt to look at "0" 
Zone inaates. : I 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 

USDAO PARIS FR 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

·0868/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0012-87 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0012-87 Sc.... 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL-

DO!: 870300 {RO} 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-2D 

s. TOURISON/VO-PW/XSOS02/ZMP 

COL f.J. CAPILLUPO, USAF,VO-PW,CHF 
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SOURCE: A VIETNAMESE RESIDENT OF HOLLAND· sc_. 

WHOSE REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: 55~ IS A FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDO WHO WAS AN 

ACTIVE INFORMANT IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM UNTIL HIS 

FLIGHT TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA BEFORE JANUARY 1979. 

TEXT: 

1. WAS ONE OF A GROUP Of TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 

CAPTURED BY VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES IN 1962. THE GROUP Of 

APPROXIMATELY 25-30 COMMANDOS WAS CAPTURED WHILE LANDING FROM THEIR 

INFILTRATION TRAWLER ALONG THE COAST Of QUANG NINH PROVINCE IN 

NORTHEASTERN NORTHERN VIETNAM. THE GROUP INTENDED TO LAND IN THE 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA {PRC} BUT INADVERTANTLY LANDED IN 

NORTHERN VIETNAM WHERE THEY WERE CAPTURED. 

2. S.SC-. ' WAS ONE Of SEVERAL TAIWANESE COMMANDOS WHO WERE 

USED BY NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON STAFF AS ACTIVE INFORMANTS 

AGAINST OTHER PRISONERS. THIS INFORMATION CAME FROM OTHER 

TAIWANESE COMMANDOS HELD WITH sse_ WHO CAUTIONED OTHER 

PRISONERS TO BE ON THEIR GUARD BECAUSE SSL 

INFORMANT. 

WAS AN ACTIVE 
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3. WAS INITIALLY HELD IN QUANG NINH PROVINCE AFTER 

CAPTURE AND WOULD HAVE UNDERGONE INTERROGATION BY BOTH THE 

VIETNAMESE AND PRC SECURITY SERVICES. FROM THE MID-1960's UNTIL 

1972 HE ~AS TOGETHER WITH OTHER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS IN A SEPARATE 

BARRACKS AT THE QUYET TIEN NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN HA GIANG 

PROVINCE ALONG THE VN/PRC BORDER. HE WAS BELIEVED TRANSFERRED TO 

TAN LAP PRISON CIRCA 1972 AND WAS PAROLED AS A STATE LABORER IN 

1976 UNDER THE SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM {SRV} MINISTRY OF 

INTERIOR'S SPECIAL AMNESTY DECREE {LENH DAC XA}. HE WAS 

SUBSEQUENTLY TRANSFERRED TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 {AKA LAO CAI 

PRISON, AKA PHO LU PRISON} NEAR LAO CAI CITY IN HA TUYEN PROVINCE 

WHERE HE WAS PLACED WITH OTHER PAROLEES IN THE SPECIAL PAROLEE CAMP 

KNOWN AS THE HONG THANG WORKSITE. WHILE AT THE HONG THANG WORKSITE 

HE MAY HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED DUTIES WITH THE TEA PRODUCTION UNIT. 

SOURCE BELIEVES sse. WAS ONE OF APPROXIMATELY 7-8 TAIWANESE 

COMMANDOS WHO FLED TO THE PRC CIRCA JAN 79 DURING AN ESCAPE· FROM 

THE PRISON UNDER THE AUSPICES OF LV CA XA, A MINORITY LEADER WHO 

HAD BEEN IMPRISONED SINCE THE EARLY 1960S. 6 6c_. HAS NOT BEEN 

SEEN OR HEARD OF BY FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS SINCE THAT 
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DATE. {SOURCE WAS UNSURE OF THE PRECISE DATE .:S-5c...... FLED 

CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1 BUT KNEW HE WAS NOT THERE AS OF FEB 79 BUT WAS 

THERE THRU THE END OF 1977.} 

4. SOURCE WAS ASKED TO COMMENT ON THE POSSIBILITY 

COULD HAVE FIRST FLED TO THE PRC AND THEN RESETTLED IN FRANCE. 

SOURCE, A FORMER INMATE OF THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM 

FOR 15 YEARS WHO HAD CONTACT WITH MANY OF THE TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 

WHILE IN PRISON, EXPRESSED SHOCK ANY .FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS 

WOULD EVER WILLINGLY NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. WHILE IN PRISON THE 

TAIWANESE COMMANDOS ALL SPOKE OF WANTING TO RETURN SOME DAY TO 

TAIWAN. IN THE CASE OF ssc SOURCE EXPRESSED HIS PRIVATE. 

BELIEF MIGHT NOT WANT TO RETURN TO TAIWAN AND POSSIBLY 

FACE IMPRISONMENT IN VIEW OF HAVING SERVED AS AN INFORMANT ON OTHER 
. 

TAIWANESE WHILE IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. WHAT 

REMAINED UNCLEAR TO THE SOURCE WAS HOW .5$C-. COULD HAVE 

DEPARTED THE PRC AND GONE TO FRANCE. 

VO-PW COMMENT: 1. THE USDAO PARIS RECENTLY RECEIVED 

INFORMATION FROM A :::>~c- CURRENTLY RESIDING IN FRANCE WHICH 

HE REPORTEDLY RECEIVED FROM HIS BROTHER IN HO CHI MINH CITY, 

·~.~ .· 



__ , 

05 pp 

VIETNAM. COMPLETE DETAILS ARE CONTAINED IN USDAO PARIS IIR b 832 

0438 86. ~~ IDENTIFIED HIMSELF AS A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF MR. 

A)fin.J.n,_ NOW DECEASED. Sc:.. STATED HE IS A FORMER RVN 

OFFICER AND WAS IN VARIOUS CAMPS IN THAILAND DURING 1979-83. 

s~~ SPECIFIC INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE IS THE 

REPORTED RECOVERY OF SKELETAL REMAINS OF AN AMERICAN, TOGETHER WITH 

DOG TAGS, IDENTIFIED AS JOSEPH BORS. 

2. DIA/VO-PW IN DIA/DI-E2 MSG 092337l JUL 82 IDENTIFIED 

ACCORDING TO AS A FORMER TAIWANESE 

COMMANDO IMPRISONED WITH #~~~IN NORTH VIETNAM UNTIL 1977 WHEN HE 

FLED FIRST TO THE PRC AND THEN TO HONG KONG IN 1982. N~~ 

ORIGINALLY SURFACED IN 1982 CLAIMING TO HAVE BEEN HELD TOGETHER 

WITH APPROXIMATELY 50 U.S. PWS AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN THE 197DS. 

OFFERED AT THE TIME TO PUT DIA IN CONTACT WITH ANOTHER 

FORMER COMMANDO, THEN IN HONG KONG AND LATER 

MOVED TO ENGLAND, AS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO COULD SUBSTANTIATE HIS 

CLAIM. 

3. N'lb'-tte,. REPORTED DETENTION WITH U.S. PWS HAS BEEN REFUTED 

BY SEVERAL DOZEN FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS HELD AT 

~ •.f 
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QUYET TIEN PRISON DURING THE TIME Af~~ MADE HIS REPORTED 

SIGHTING. FURTHER,. Ar~M~ HAS BEEN REPORTED BY THESE 

SAME PRISONERS AND OTHER FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE OFFICERS UNDER 

REEDUCATION IN NORTHERN VIETNAM TO HAVE BEEN AN INMATE AT THAN~ 

PHONG PRISON IN EARLY 1980S AND LASTLY BELIEVED STILL ALIVE AT 

CENTRAL PRISON NR 3, TAN KY DISTRICT, NGHE TINH PROVINCE, SINCE 

1984. THIS PRECLUDES HIS HAVING BEEN IN HONG KONG IN 1982. 

4. THE NAME JOSEPH BORS HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY SURFACED IN DOG TAG 

REPORTING FROM FORMER RESIDENTS OF SOUTHERN VIETNAM. HIS NAME IS 

LINKED TO A GROUP Of DOG TAGS IDENTIFIED BY A RECENT SOURCE AS 

ASSOCIATED WITH SRV MINISTRY OF INTERIOR {MOl} ACTIVITIES RELATED 

TO AGENT DISPATCH THRU THE ODP SYSTEM. 

5. IN· THE FALL OF 1986, VO-PW RECEIVED A REPORT FROM A U.S. 

CITIZEN THAT USAF MAJ JOSEPH BORS, UNACCOUNTED FOR SINCE APRIL 1968 

IN SOUTH VIETNAM, WAS ALIVE AND IN THE CUSTODY OF GOLDEN TRIANGLE 

OPIUM WARLORD KHUM SA. IN THE COURSE OF INVESTIGATING THIS REPORT, 

VO-PW INTERVIEWED A TAIWANESE CITIZEN U~~ : 

N~~- HAD BEEN IMPRISONED BY THE VIETNAMESE COMMUNISTS 

FROM 1975-1979. N~ WHO APPARENTLY PROVIDED 
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THE INFORMATION ON JOSEPH BORS TO THE U.S. CITIZEN~ CLAIMED THAT 

HIS INFORMATION HAD COME FROM ONE ~~ IN PARIS. AJtQii PROVIDED 

VO-PW }/,lrM£·· ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER; THEY ARE THE SAME AS THE 

ADDRESS AND TELEPHONE NUMBER IN OUR FILES FOR A/~~ 

b. SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES AND MISSION IN FRANCE ARE 

UNCLEAR. IF HE IS THE SAME Ifill M tC- AS IDENTIFIED BY A/Miff.... 

THEN IT APPEARS HE HAS ATTEMPTED TO PROVIDE A BOGUS BACKGROUND.. 

WHAT IS MORE CURIOUS, PARTICULARLY IF HE IS THE A(~ A FORMER 

TAIWANESE COMMANDO, IS WHY AFTER HAVING SOMEHOW DEPARTED THE PRC HE 

DID NOT RETURN TO TAIWAN. DIA/VO-PW BELEIVES ~~~ WILL 

BECOME MORE ACTIVE IN THE PW/MIA IN THE FUTURE AND WE CAN 

ANTICIPATE ADDITIONAL INFORMATION FROM HIM ASSOCIATED WITH THE 

PW/MIA· ISSUE. 

7. DIA/VO-PW HAS RECEIVED REPORTING ASSOCIATED WITH INDIVIDUALS 

WITH CLEAR OR SUSPECTED TIES TO THE SRV MOI WHO FIRST FLED TO CHINA 

AND WERE LATER IDENTIFIED AS HAVING LEFT THE PRC. AT LEAST TWO 

INDIVIDUALS, BOTH CLAIMING PW/MIA INFORMATION, WERE RESCUED ON THE 

HIGH SEAS BY FOREIGN FLAG VESSELS AFTER DEPARTING THE PRC BY BOAT. 

ONE INDIVIDUAL TRANSITED THE BATAAN REFUGEE CAMP, PHILIPPINES, WAS 
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RESETTLED IN FRANCE, AND IS LINKED TO A POSSIBLE ATTEMPT BY AN 

INDIVIDUAL SUSPECTED OF BEING A FOREIGN AGENT OF ATTEMPTING TO 

CONTACT SEVERAL FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN THE U.S. IN 

THE CASE OF THE TWO INDIVIDUALS DESCIRIBED ABOVE, DIA/VO-PW IS·OF 

THE VIEW THE TWO INDIVIDUALS STILL HAVE TIES TO THE SRV MOl AND 

THEIR DEPARTURE FROM THE PRC MAY HAVE BEEN A PRC ACTION TO RID 

THEMSELVES Of UNDESIRABLES· Af~FL- DEPARTURE MAY BE;IN 

THE SAME VEIN. 

I·NSTRU: 

PREP: 

APPR: 

EVAL: 

ENCL: 

DISSEM: 

u.s. 

SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW2 

COL K. M. GAINES, USAf, VO-PW, CHIEF 

N/A 

N/A 

NONE 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISO~ BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD. 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

0067/VO-PW 

SERIAL: 6-014-0076-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY · VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIR b-014-0076-86/QUYET TIEN PRISON 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI: 860406 {RO} 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT ~ ~ 

RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-2B/DB-2C 

S. TOURISON/VO-PW/XSOS01/CMF ~ 1\ ~ 

COL f.J.CAPILLUPO.,USAF.,VO-PW.,CHF 

~~ 

WHO HAS BEEN A 
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SUMMARY: SOURCE DESCRIBES THE LATE 1976 VISIT BY AN 

ENTERTAINMENT UNIT TO QUYET TIEN PRISON. 

TEXT: 

1· SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN QUYET TIEN PRISON FROM MID~1973 

UNTIL TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMAMNDOS TO TUYEN QUANG PRISON IN 

APRIL 1977. IN LATE 1976 THE PRISON WAS VISITED BY A NATIONAL LEVEL 

ENTERTAINMENT TROUPE CALLED THE "CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP" ;{DOAN 

VAN CONG TRUNG UONG}. THIS WAS NOT THE ACTUAL NAME OF THE GROUP BUT 

WAS A DESCRIPTION OF THEIR FUNCTION AND AN IDENTIFICATION THAT IT 

WAS A NATIONAL LEVEL GROUP. PRISON INMATES CIRCULATED A RUMOR THE 

TROUPE VISITED QUYET TIEN PRIMARILY TO PERFORM FOR THE PRISON STAFF; 

HOWEVER, WHILE AT QUYET TIEN THEY·ALSO PERFORMED FOR PRISON INMATES. 

2. THE TROUPE STAYED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON FOR TWO DAYS. THE 

TROUP REPORTEDLY ARRIVED AT AND DEPARTED FROM QUYET TIEN BY TRUCK· 

ON THE FIRST DAY THE TROUPE PERFORMED FOR PRISON STAff. SOME 

PRISONERS PROBABLY ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE FOR THE PRISON STAFF BUT 

SOURCE WAS NOT INVITED TO THIS PERFORMAN~E. ON THE SECOND DAY THE 

TROUPE VISITED THE PRISON PROPER AND ALL INMATES WERE "ENCOURAGED" 

BY PRISON STAFF TO ATTEND THE SPECIAL PERFORMANCE BY THE TROUPE 

..• 
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INSIDE THE PRISON. MANY INMATES ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE BUT SOME 

DID NOT ATTEND AND REMAINED INSIDE THEIR BARRACKS. THE TROUPE 

NUMBERED 15-20 MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMERS WHO SANG, PLAYED MUSICAL 

INSTRUMENTS, AND PERFORMED SKITS IN A PROGRAM WHICH BEGAN AT 

APPROXIMATELY 2000 HOURS AND CONCLUDED AT APPROXIMATELY 2200 HOURS· 

SOURCE ATTENDED THE PERFORMANCE BUT HAS NO STRONG RECOLLECTIONS OF 

EITHER THE PERFORMERS OR THEIR SEQUENCE OF PRESENTATION-

3· AS OF LATE 1976 THE INMATE POPULATION OF QUYET TIEN PRISON 

WAS APPROXIMATELY SOD PERSONS, OF THIS NUMBER APPROXIMATELY 100 WERE 

FORMER COMMANDOS, THE REMAINDER WERE BELIEVED TO BE PRIMARILY 

POLITICAL PRISONERS. SOURCE STATED HE WAS INCARCERATED AT QUYET 

TIEN DURING 1973-77 AND ON ONLY ONE OCCASION, THAT CIRCA FEB 76, WAS 

HE EVER ABLE TO GO OUTSIDE THE PRISON COMPOUND- FURTHERMORE, SOURCE 

WAS OFTEN IMPRISONED IN THE DISCIPLINARY BARRACKS AND HAD LITTLE 

CONTACT WITH OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS IMPRISONED 

IN QUYET TIEN PRISON AREA "O". FOR THIS REASON HE ONLY HAD A ROUGH 

ESTIMATE OF THE PRISON POPULATION GAINED FROM COMMENTS MADE FROM 

OTHER COMMANDO INMATES. 

4- ON THE EVENING OF THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE A 
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LARGE NUMBER Of PRISON INMATES ATTENDED, BASED ON REMARKS MADE TO 

SOURCE BY THOSE WHO ACTUALLY DID ATTEND. NONE MADE ANY REFERENCE TO 

ANYONE IN ATTENDANCE OTHER THAN INMATE, ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 

PERFORME~S, AND CAMP STAff. SOURCE WAS OF THE OPINION THAT HAD ANY 

u.s. PWS OR OTHER UNUSUAL PERSONS BEEN PRESENT, HE WOULD CERTAINLY 

HAVE HEARD ABOUT THEM FROM THOSE WITH WHOM HE SPOKE WHO ATTENDED THE 

PERFORMANCE. 

5. THE PRISON INMATE POPULATION IN LATE 1976 WAS DRESSED IN THE 

STANDARD BLUE/GRAY COLORED PRISON GARB MANUFACTURED BY THE INMATES 

AT QUYET TIEN PRISON. A SMALL NUMBER OF INMATES AT QUYET TIEN DID 

APPEAR FROM TIME-TO-TIME IN THE OBSOLETE STRIPED PRISON GARB, 

LEFTOVER FROM THE TIME IN THE 1~60S WHEN STRIPED PRISON GARB WAS 

STANDARD IN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE, HAVING 

NOT ATTENDED T~E EVENING'S ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PERFORMANCE, WAS 

UNABLE TO COMMENT WHETHER ANYONE THERE HAD OR HAD NOT WORN SUCH GARB 

BUT HE REMARKED HE WOULDN'T HAVE BEEN THE LEAST BIT SURPRISED IF ANY 

HAD WORN SUCH GARB. THE REASON WHY SUCH OBSOLETE PRISON GARB WAS 

STILL IN THE HANDS OF INMATES WAS SIMPLY THAT THE PRISON CLOTHING 

WORE OUT AND THE PRISONERS WERE LIMITED TO TWO SETS OF CLOTHING PER 
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YEAR· THE COMMANDOS HAD NO FAMILY MEMBERS WHO COULD PROVIDE THEM 

WITH CLOTHING, AND AS SUCH THEY TENDED TO SAVE ANYTHING, EVEN 

OBSOLETE PRISON CLOTHING. THE POLITICAL AND CRIMINAL PRISONERS ON 

THE OTHER HAND OFTEN HAD A STRANGE MIXTURE OF CLOTHING BECAUS[ THE 

FAMILIES OF THESE PRISONERS, RESIDENTS OF NORTHERN VIETNAM, WOULD 

PROVIDE THEIR RELATIVES IN PRISON WITH CIVILIAN CLOTHING FROM TIME 

TO TIME WHICH PRISON STAFF WOULD OVERSTAMP WITH THE STANDARD ~CT" OR 

"CAI TAO" AND THE INDIVDIUAL'S INMATE NUMBER. THE COMMANDOS HAD NO 

SUCH INDIVIDUALS WHO COULD PROVIDE THEM EXTRA CLOTHING. 

6· SOURCE HAD NO KNOWLEDGE OF THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRAL 

ENTERTAINMENT GROUP PRIOR TO OR AFTER THEIR PERFORMANCE AT QUYET 

TIEN PRISON. HE DID RECALL HEARING THE CRIMINAL INMATES WITH WHOM 

HE HAD. BRIEF CONTACT REMARK THAT CERTAIN PERFORMERS THAT EVENING 

WERE WELL KNOWN THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM. 

COMMENTS: SOURCE IS ~~ A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COMMANDO, CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN MID-1967, AND RELEASED FROM 

PRISON IN MID-1982. HE ARRIVED IN THE u.s. IN EARLY 1984 AND 

CONTINUES TO UNDERGO DEBRIEFING BY VO-PW. 
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INSTRU: u.s. NO 

PREP: SEDGWICK D· TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW2 

APPR: FRANK J. CAPILLUPO, COL, USAf, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A 

DISSEM: NONE 

WARNING: N/A 
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MSGNO 234 (PCXX) *04/23/87* *20:06:10~5.0* 
ZCZC 01:04:42Z (PC) 
EMI DTG : 87042319214606 
PTTSZYUW RUEKJCS4298 1132230· RUEALGX. 

P 232230Z APR 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 221625Z APR 87 
FM 'DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
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INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
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RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 1 f rr 
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RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT : ·' .:. 

EZ1: 

EZ2: 
0516/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR-6-014-0003-87 
PASS: N/A 
C0~7RY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0003-87/PRISONS AND PRISON INMATE PERSONALITIES 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 
DOl: 861200 ·(RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT ~'- WHO HAS BEEN A 
RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 
1. A DIA VO-PW ANALYST INTERVIEWED -sc..... TO OBTAIN 
A~~ INFORMATION CONCERNING PLACES AND LOCATIONS PREVIOUSLY 
MENTIONED DURING A 1 JULY 1985 EVENING TELEPHONIC INTERVIEW WITH 
~~~- FOLLOWING ARE THE RESULTS: 

A. WORKSITE 45A (CONG TRUONG 45A). INMATES FROM QUYET TIEN PRISON 
WHO WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 FOR PRE-PW RELEASE 
ORIENTATION MENTIONED THE USE OF THE PHRASE "CONG TRUONG 45A". 
THEY SAID IT WAS USED AS A MAIL CORRESPONDENCE COVER DESIGNATOR FOR 
QUYET TIEN PRISONERS WHO WROTE TO RELATIVES IN NVN. 
B. VINH TIEN PRISON. VINH TIEN PRISON , ACCORDING TO INMATES FROM 
QUYET TIEN, WAS AN HOI NATIONAL LEVEL PRISON IN THE GENERAL 
VICINITY OF QUYET TIEN PRISON. SOME SVN COMMANDOS HELD AT QUYET 
TIEN PRISON HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED THERE FOR A PERIOD·OF TIME AND 
THEN RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN CIRCA 1970-71. 
C. ONLY ONE COMMANDO HELD AT QUYET TIEN, NGUYEN DUY KHOAN, A 
MEMBER OF TEAM "HADLEY", WAS KNOWN TO HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ESCAPE FROM 
QUYET TIEN. KHOAN FLED QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978 AND WAS RECAPTURED 
AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS OF FREEDOM. HE HAD OBTAINED A HAND-MADE 
MAP OF THE AREA DISCARDED BY A CAMP CADRE AND HAD MEMORIZED THE 
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ROUTE TO BE USED TO FLEE TO THE PRG. AFTER ONLY SEVERAL HOURS' 
FREEDOM HE STUMBLED INTO A CAMP CADRE WHILE MOVING ALONG A TRAIL 
SOME SHORT DISTANCE FROM THE CAMP. HE WAS CAPTURED BY THE CADRE 
AND RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN WHERE HE WAS BEATEN AND LATER SHACKLED. 
SOURCE SPOKE WITH KHOAN CONCERNING THE INCIDENT AND KHOAN HADE NO 
MENTION OF ANYTHING UNUSUAL HAVING BEEN SEEN DURING HIS SEVERAL 
HOURS FREEDOM. SOURCE BELIEVED KHOAN WOULD HAVE TOLD HIM IF HE HAD 
SEEN ANY U.S. PWS DURING HIS ESCAPE. THERE WERE OTHER ESCAPE 
A'ITEMPTS AT QUYET TIEN BUT ONLY BY CRIMINAL INMATES. ONE INMATE, . 
AN ETHNIC MEO, FLED SUCCESSFULLY IN 1977 AND WAS BELIEVED TO HAVE 
REACHED THE PRC. IN ANOTHER ESCAPE, DATE NOT RECALLED, THREE 
INMATES SUCCESSFULLY FLED AND DID NOT RETURN. AN AFROASIAN, LONG, 
ESCAPED ONCE, DATE UNRECALLED, AND WAS CAPTURED IN THE DELTA 
LOWLANDS SOME CONSIDERABLE DISTANCE AWAY. LONG HELD THE CAMP 
RECORD OF HAVING FLED THE LONGEST riSTANCE INSIDE NVN PRIOR TO 
RECAPTURE. AFTER BEING RETURNED TO QUYET TIEN, LONG WAS SHOT IN 
THE THIGH BY ASPIRANT KIM, HOI LIAISON OFFICER TO QUYET TIEN FOR 
COMMANDO PRISONERS AND CONCURRENTLY A CAMP DUTY OFFICER. THE 
SHOOTING INCIDENT 
CAUSED LONG TO WALK WITH A PERMANENT LIMP AFTERWARDS. KIM WAS 
LATER PROMOTED TO SR. LT. AND WAS THE DEPUTY WARDEN AT TUYEN QUANG. 
SOURCE WAS ALSO PRESENT AT ONE UNSUCCESSFUL ESCAPE ATTEMPT IN 1977 
WHEN THREE CRIMINALS AT QUYET TIEN WERE ARRANGING THEIR ESCAPE. 
ONE CRIMINAL INMATE HAD HIDDEN HIMSELF IN THE COMMANDO LATRINE AT 
NIGHT WITH THE LIGHT OFF. NGUYEN TAM, A COMMANDO, ENTERED THE 
LATRINE PRIOR TO SOURCE AND FOUND THE CRIMINAL HIDING THERE. HE 
IMMEDIATELY REPORTED THE INCIDENT TO HA VAN SON, HIS SECTION CHIEF, 
A FORMER "HIKE FORCE" COMMANDO. SON QUICKLY REPORTED THEIR "FIND" 
TO CAMP GUARDS. · SON ALSO IMPLICATED SOURCE AS KNOWING OF THE 
ESCAPE ATTEMPT AND NOT REPORTING IT. SOURCE DENIED ALL KNOWLEDGE 
AND WASN'T BEATEN OR SHACKLED. CAMP CADRE REWARDED SON AND TAM 
WITH 15 DONG REWARD PER PERSON. 
D. POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED NGUYEN VAN GOM. SOURCE NEVER HEARD 
ANY REFERENCE TO A PERSON BY THIS NAME AT PHO LU OR PHONG QUANG. 
E. LE VAN BUOI. SOURCE MET BUOI AT K3/PHO LU IN 1972 WHILE 
UNDERGOING PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION. HE ALSO FOUND A CRUMPLED 
SCRAP OF PAPER WITH THE PHRASE "LE VAN BUOI - PHONG TICH" (LE VAN 
BUIO - TO BE RELEASED WHILE REPAIRING FURNITURE AT THE CAMP 
OFFICE). HE NEVER SAW BUIO AFTER DEPARTING K3 TO RETURN TO K1 AND 
ASSUMED BUIO HAD BEEN RELEASED FROM PRISON. 
F. LUU NGHIA LUONG. A FORMER "HIKE FORCE" COMMANDO WHO FIRST 
APPEARED AT PHO LU PRISON IN 1972 TO UNDERGO PRE-PW RELEASE 
INDOCTRINATION. HE WAS LATER TRANSFERRED WITH OTHER COMMANDOS THRU 
QUYET TIEN, TUYEN QUANG, CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5, AND K 1 /THANH PHONG. 
HE WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON IN HID-1982. 
G. PHAN THANH VAN. VAN WAS THE PILOT OF A C-47 SHOT DOWN OVER NVN 
IN mE EARLY 1960S. SOURCE HEARD REFERENCE TO HIM WHILE IN NVN 
PRISONS BUT NEVER MET HIM. RVNAF PRISONERS AT THANH PHONG PRISON 
IN 1980-82 SAID VAN HAD BEEN RELEASED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE, 
RETURNED TO SVN, AND LATER MOVED TO FRANCE. 
H. NGUYEN CAO SON. ONE OF THREE PAROLEES AT HONG THANG RETURNED 
TO PRISON FOR VIOLATION OF CAMP REGULATIONS. OTHERS RETURNED WITH 

001 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

Lb71/VO-PW 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

SERIAL: 6-014-0130-86 

PASS: N/A 

COUNTRY: VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0130-86/REPORT OF INTERVIEW 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL-

DOI: 861003 {RO} 

SOURCE: FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO WHOSE 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-2D/DB-2C 

S. TOURISON/VO-PW/X44708/CMF4~~ 

COL K-M~GAINES,USAf,VO-PW,CHF 

~ ~ 
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RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED· 

SUMMARY: REPORT OF INTERVIEW OF A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE 

COMMANDO CAPTURED IN NORTH VIETNAM IN JANUARY 1965 DESCRIBING HIS 

CIRCUMSTANCES OF CAPTURE, PRISON CHRONOLOGY, TEAM COMPOSITION; AND 

RECRUITMENT OF HIS TEAM'S RADIO OPERATORS BY NORTH VIETNAMESE 

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY SERVICES. 

TEXT: 

1· SOURCE IDENTIFICATION AND BACKGROUND· 

A. SOURCE IS ··$ C- A NATIVE OF 

NORTH VIETNAM. HE JOINED THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL 

DIRECTORATE IN 1963 AND UNDERWENT COMMANDO TRAINING AS A DEMOLITIONS 

SPECIALIST AT THE LONG THANH TRAINING CENTER, LONG KHANH PROVINCE. 

HE WAS· INITIALLY ASSIGNED TO COMMANDO TEAM "EPI" PRIOR TO PLANNED 

DEPLOYMENT WITH COMMANDO TEAM "SCORPION" BUT HAD TO WITHDRAW DUE TO 

A TRAINING INJURY. HE WAS SUBSEQUENTLY ASSIGNED TO AUGMENTATION 

TEAM "G" WHICH HE UNDERSTOOD WAS THE 16TH AND LAST DROP TO COMMANDO 

TEAM "REMUS" OPERATING IN DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT, LAI CHAU PROVINCE. 

TEAM "REMUS" WAS DEPLOYED TO THIS AREA IN 1962 AND HAD BEEN 

RESUPPLIED ON A FREQUENT BASIS UNTIL SOURCE'S DEPLOYMENT ON 21 
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JANUARY 1965. WHEN ASSIGNED TO TEAM "EPI" FOR TRAINING, SOURCE 

UNDERWENT TRAINING WITH FELLOW DEMOLITIONS SPECIALIST DANG CONG 

TRINH. HIS TEAM COMMANDER WAS PHAM QUANG TINH, THE DEPUTY BUI VAN 

DOAN· SOURCE AND ONE OTHER {TANG VAN LE} WERE NOT DISPATCHED WITH 

TEAM "SCORPION". THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE FOUR MAN TEAM "G" DROPPED 

AS AUGMENTATION TO TEAM "REMUS" WERE HOANG NGOC CHINH {HOANGF NGOCJ 

CHINHS}, TRAN QUANG TOAN iTRAANF QUANG TOANR}, AND NGUYEN VAN HIEU 

{NGUYEENX VAWN HIEEUX}. 

B· SOURCE AND HIS THREE OTHER REPLACEMENT TEAM MEMBERS WERE DROPPED 

AT NIGHT BETWEEN 0100-0200 HOURS IN THEIR PLANNED DROP ZONE. DUE TO 

EXTREMELY HEAVY GROUND FOG THE TEAM MEMBERS COULD NOT EASILY LOCATE 

EACH OTHER AFTER LANDING WHICH MEANT LITTLE TO SOURCE AS HE WAS 

CAPTURED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY BY NORTH VIETNAMESE SECURITY FORCES. HE 

AND OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS AUGMENTATION TEAM WERE INTERROGATED 

INITIALLY AT THEIR SEPARATE POINTS OF CAPTURE· SOURCE WAS 

INTERROGATED AT HIS POINT OF CAPTURE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICE 

CPT. THAM {THAMS} AND THEN TAKEN TO THE LAI CHAU TEMPORARY DETENTION 

FACILITY WHERE HE WAS INTERROGATED THERE BY A PUBLIC SECURITY 

SERVICE CPT. CHAU iCHAAU} FOR APPROXIMATELY TEN DAYS AFTER WHICH HE 
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AND OTHER TEAM MEMBERS WERE TRANSPORTED TO SON LA AND IMPRISONED 

THERE FOR APPROXIMATELY TWENTY DAYS. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO RECALL 

THE LOCATION OF EITHER PROVINCIAL TEMPORARY DETENTION FACILITY. 

c. IN APPROXIMATELY LATE FEBRUARY 1965 SOURCE AND OTHER MEMBERS OF 

HIS TEAM WERE TRANSPORTED TO THE HANOI CITY AREA AND PLACED IN THANH 

TRI PRISON. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN CELL 18 ON ONE SIDE OF AREA 

{KHU} "A"· EACH OF THE MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE INCARCERATED ;IN 

SEPARATE CELLS. WHILE AT THANH TRI PRISON SOURCE MET OTHER MEMBERS 

OF TEAM "REMUS" AND LEARNED FROM THEM THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS OF THE 

ORIGINAL TEAM "REMUS" HAD BEEN RECRUITED BY THE NORTH VIETNAMESE 

SECURITY FORCES AFTER CAPTURE, WHICH HAD TAKEN PLACE APPROXIMATELY 

TWO WEEKS AFTER THEIR DROP INTO DIEN BIEN PHU DISTRICT IN 1962. THE 

TWO RADIO OPERATORS, DIEU CHINH THACH {DDIEUF CHINH THACHJ} AND LO 

VAN PHUNG {LOF YAWN PHUNG} HAD BEEN OPERATING UNDER PSS CONTROL 

SINCE 1962. BOTH DIEU CHINH TRACH AND LO VAN PHUNG HAD BEEN 

DETAINED SINCE THEIR CAPTURE AT THE PROVINCE TEMPORARY DETENTION 

FACILITY. THE TEAM COMMANDER, DIEU CHINH ICH {DDIEUF CHINHS ICHS} 

WAS BEING DETAINED AT HOA LO PRISON. THE REMAINDER OF THE TEAM WAS 

AT THANH TRI PRISON AND INCLUDED LUONG VAN SO {LUWOWNG VAWN SOWR}, 
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LO VAN SUON {{LOF VAWN SUWOWN} AND LO VAN MON {LOF VAWN MONJ}. 

D· IN LATE 1967 SOURCE AND OTHER ~EMBERS OF HIS TEAM WERE 

TRANSPORTED TO YEN HOA PRISON WHERE THEY REMAINED UNTIL 1969. IN 

1969 HE ~ND OTHER COMMANDOS THEN HELD AT YEN HOA WERE TRANSFERRED TO 

QUYET TIEN PRISON WHERE THEY WERE PLACED IN AN ISOLATED COMPOUND IN 

THE PRISON WHICH, AS OF 1969, NUMBERED 51 COMMANDOS. THIS GAVE RISE 

TO THE COMMANDOS IN THIS AREA OF QUYET TIEM PRISON REFERRING TO 

THEIR AREA AS "AREA 51" {KHU 51}. 

E. IN 1972 SOURCE WAS TRANSFERRED TO QUYET TIEN PRISON TO UNDERGO 

PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION, RETURNING TO QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 

1973. IN 1977 HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN QUANG PRISON, RETURNING 

BRIEFLY TO WORK AT QUYET TIEN BEFORE TRANSFER TO CENTRAL PRISON NR. 

5 IN 1978. IN 1979 HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO THANH PHONG PRISON WHERE 

HE REMAINED UNTIL HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON ON 27 AUGUST 1983. AS OF 

THE DATE OF HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON THERE WERE ONLY 30-40 FORMER 

COMMANDOS REMAINING AT THANH PHONG PRISON WHICH INCLUDED SEVERAL 

FORMER TAIWANESE COMMANDOS, ETHNIC MUONG COMMANDOS DISPATCHED TO 

NORTH VIETNAM FROM LAOS AND CALLED THE VANG PAO COMMANDOS, A GROUP 

OF ETHNIC CAMBODIAN COMMANDOS, AND APPROXIMATELY TEN FORMER SOUTH 

.·.f 
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VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS. AMONG THESE COMMANDOS STILL ALIVE WAS VUONG 

VIEN QUANG- AMONG VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS STILL IMPRISONED AT THANH 

PHONG AS 0~ AUG 83 WAS NGUYEN HUU LUYEN, NGUYEN HUY KHOAN {fORMER 

FROGMAN}, AND QUACH RANG {MEMBER OF A COMMANDO TEAM COMMANDED-BY 

DINH CONG BICH}. 

f. SOURCE FLED VIETNAM AFTER HIS RELEASE FROM PRISON AND WAS AT A 

REFUGEE CAMP IN MALAYSIA. WHILE IN MALAYSIA HE WAS INTERVIEWED BY 

REFUGEE INTERVIEWERS WHO ASKED HIM IF HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH 

THE REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES. HE REPLIED HE HAD SERVED AS A 

COMMANDO WITH THE STRATEGIC TECHNICAL DIRECTORATE. WHEN HE WAS 

UNABLE TO PROVIDE HIS INTERVIEWER WITH HIS SERVICE NUMBER HE FOUND 

HIS INTERVIEWER UNWILLING TO BELIEVE HE HAD FORMERLY SERVED WITH THE 

RVNAF AND HIS INTERVIEWER INSINUATED HE WAS A NORTH VIETNAMESE 
. 

CRIMINAL MASQUERADING AS A FORMER SOUTH VIETNAMESE MILITARY PERSON. 

SOURCE WAS ASKED IF HE WANTED TO RESETTLE TO AUSTRALIA AND WAS 

RESETTLED THERE IN 1984. SOURCE HAS RELATIVES OF HIS WIFE IN 

AUSTRALIA BUT REMAINS SOMEWHAT BITTER THAT AFTER 15 YEARS IN PRISON 

IN NORTH VIETNAM CONVICTED OF ESPIONAGE ON BEHALF OF A SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT FORCE HIS AUTHENTICITY WAS QUESTIONED 
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AND HE WAS FORCED TO RESETTLE TO AN AREA HE DID NOT WANT TO GO TO. 

HE HAD DESIRED TO BE RESETTLED IN THE u.s. HE HAS CONSENTED TO ' 

FURTHER INTERVIEW IF NECESSARY· 

2. KNOWLEDGEABILITY ABOUT u.s. PWS. SOURCE CLAIMED ME HAD 

NEVER SEEN ANY u.s. PWS WHILE IN PRISON ALTHOUGH HE HAD HEARD OTHER 

COMMANDOS HELD AT THANH TRI PRISON IN THE LATE 1960S SPEAK OF HAVING 

BEEN IMPRISONED WITH AMERICANS THERE· HE RECALLED FORMER COM"ANDO 

MENTIONING AMERICANS CAPTURED AT HUE DURING THE 1968 

TET OFFENSIVE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO THANH TRI AFTER THEIR CAPTURE· 

VO-PW COMMENT: 

A· VO-PW HAS INTERVIEWED APPROXIMATELY TWO DOZEN FORMER SOUTH 

VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIATED WITH CROSS-BORDER 

OPERATIONS INTO NORTHERN VIETNAM DURING THE PERIOD 1962-67. ALL 

HAvE IDENTIFIED NAMe. AS ONE OF THE AUGMENTEES TO TEAM 

"REMUS" AND NONE HAD ANY REASON TO DISTRUST HIM WHILE IN PRISON. IN 

FACT, HE WAS A DETERMINED RESISTOR WHILE IN PRISON AND IS RESPECTED 

BY OTHER COMMANDOS WITH WHOM HE WAS INCARCERATED. SOURCE'S PRISON 

CHRONOLOGY IS TYPICAL OF FORMER COMMANDOS WHO WERE CAPTURED FROM 

TEAMS WHERE THE TEAM RADIO OPERATORS WERE RECRUITED· OTHER 
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FORMER COMMANDOS CONFIRM SOURCE WAS AMONG THAT GROUP OF COMMANDOS 

WHICH OCCUPIED "AREA 51" IN 1969- THE TWO RADIO OPERATORS SOURCE 

IDENTIFIED AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITED AND OPERATING UNDER NORTH 

VIETNAMESE CONTROL SINCE 1962 HAVE PREVIOUSLVBEEN IDENTIFIED-BY 

OTHER COMMANDOS AS RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS. THESE SAME FORMER 

COMMANDOS VIEW THE RECRUITMENT OF TEAM "REMUS" RADIO OPERATORS AND 

THE REPORTED LARGE QUANTITIES Of SUPPLIES DROPPED TO THE TEAM:OVER 

THE YEARS AS ONE OF THE MOST SUCCESSFUL OF THE VARIOUS DECEPTION 

OPERATIONS USING RECRUITED STD RADIO OPERATORS. DIA/VO-PW CONFIRMS 

TEAM "REMUS" WAS DEPLOYED TO THE DIEN BIEN PHU AREA IN 1962· BASED 

ON ALL AVAILABLE INFORMATION TO DATE TEAM "REMUS" WAS PERHAPS THE 

ONLY TEAM OF AT LEAST SEVEN DEPLOYED IN 1962 WHICH WAS SUCCESSFULLY 

RECRUITED. TEAM "REMUS" APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN THE SECOND COMMANDO 

TEAM RECRUITED BY THE NORTHERN VIENTAMESE SECURITY SERVICES AFTER 

EARLY 1961-

2· DIA/VO-PW WILL CONTINUE TO INTERVIEW SOURCE PERIODICALLY FOR 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OF INTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. 
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COLL: 

INSTRU: 

NONE 

u.s. 

pp 

PREP: SEDGWICK D· TOURISON, JR., SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO-PW~ 

APPR: COL K· M. GAINES, USAf, VO-PW, CHF 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/A' 

DISSEM: NONE 

. - - l._ 
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MSGNO 148 (PCXX) *02/17/87* *18:03:52;2.7* 
ZCZC 23:02:23Z (PC) 
EMI DTG 
87021717232378 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3448 0482224 -RUEALGX. 

P 172224Z FEB 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 171400Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
BT 
EZ 1: 

EZ2: 
1161/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0061-86 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0061-86/PRISON CLOTHING 

PAGE 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 
DOI: 860407 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT ~~ WHO HAS BEEN A 
RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 
SUMMARY: THE PRIMARY PRODUCTION ACTIVITY AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 
IN 1973-74 WAS FABRICATION OF INMATE CLOTHING. PART OF THE GUARD 
FORCE AT QUYET TIEN CAME FROM BORDER DEFENSE FORCES. 
TEXT: 
1. PRISON INMATE CLOTHING. 
A. IN MID-1973, SOURCE AND OTHER REBELLIOUS INMATES FROM PHO LU 
PRISON WERE TRANSFERRED TO THE INFAMOUS QUYET TIEN PRISON, REFERRED 
TO BY INMATES AS THE CONG TROI (LITERALLY, THE GATEWAY TO HEAVEN). 
WHEN HE ARRIVED, HE LEARNED THE PRISON OPERATED TWO CLOTHING 
PRODUCTION UNITS (DOl MAY MAY). THE TWO UNITS WERE LOCATED IN THE 
INMATE LABOR AREA ADJACENT TO AREA "0." AREA "0" CONTAINED ONLY 
CAPTURED SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS IN 1973, BUT BY THE MID 1970'S, 
IT ALSO CONTAINED A SMALL NUMBER OF OTHER TYPES OF INMATES WHO WERE 
INTEGRATED WITH THE COMMANDOS. FROM 1973 UNTIL SOURCE WAS 
TRANSFERRED TO THE TUYEN QUANG PRISON SUB-CAMP IN EARLY 1977, HE 
WORKED ON A CLOTHING PRODUCTION LINE AND ONLY WENT OUTSIDE THE 
PRISON ONCE, ON THE OCCASION OF THE LUNAR NEW YEAR IN 1976 TO 

"· 
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ASSIST IN PREPARING SPRING ROLLS •. ~ 
B. THE TWO PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCTION UNITS AT QUYET TIEN WERE 
DESIGNATED UNITS 1 AND 2 EACH OPERATED APPROXIMATELY 25 SEWING 
MACHINES. ONE SEPARATE SMALL ELEMENT WITH TWO SEWING MACHINES 
OPERATED BY COMMANDOS DANG CONG TRINH AND NGUYEN VAN TAM, A 
FROGMAN, SEWED ONLY UNIFORMS FOR CAMP STAFF. THE TWO MAIN 
PRODUCTION UNITS WERE EACH GIVEN DAILY QUOTAS WHICH DEPENDED ON THE 
TYPE OF CLOTHING THEY PRODUCED. THE PRIMARY CLOTHING PRODUCT WAS 
CLOTHING FOR PRISON INMATES FOR NOT ONLY QUYET TIEN BUT FOR OTHER 
PRISONS THROUGHOUT THE NORTH VIETNAMESE PRISON SYSTEM. SOURCE WAS 
ASSIGNED TO UNIT 1 WHICH CAME UNDER THE SUPERVISION OF ONE OF THE 
COMMANDOS NAMED NGHIEM WHO DIED OF ACCIDENTAL FOOD POISONING IN 
1978 AT CENTRAL PRISON NR. 5. 
C. THERE WAS NO STRIPED PRISON GARB PRODUCED AT QUYET TIEN. THIS 
STYLE OF PRISON CLOTHING HAD BEEN DISCONTINUED AS STANDARD PRISON 
GARB IN THE 1960'S AND WAS REPLACED BY A GREYISH BLUE COLORED 
INMATE UNIFORM. ONLY ONE STYLE WAS PRODUCED AND WAS ISSUED TO BOTH 
MALE AND FEMALE INMATES. SOURCE. HEARD SOME INMATES REMARK THAT 
QUYET ·TIEN WAS ONE OF ONLY TWO PRISONS WHICH WERE PRODUCING INMATE 
CLOTHING THROUGHOUT NORTH VIETNAM PRIOR TO QUYET TIEN'S EVACUATION 
IN EARLY 1977. 
IN ADDITION TO PRISON GARB THE UNITS ALSO MANUFACTURED CLOTHING FOR 
OTHER SECTORS IN RESPONSE TO SOME TYPE OF ARRANGEMENTS BETWEEN THE 
PUBLIC SECURITY MINISTRY AND OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. THE PRISONERS 
PRODUCED CHILDRENS CLOTHING, CLOTHING THE GOVERNMENT GAVE OR SOLD 
TO THE HILLTRIBE MINORITIES, GOVERNMENT ISSUE CLOTHING FOR CIVIL 
SERVANTS, AND CLOTHING SOLD TO CIVILIANS IN STATE OWNED STORES. 
REGARDING PRISON CLOTHING, EACH UNIT PRODUCED BETWEEN 50-75 SETS OF 
SHIRTS/TROUSERS PER DAY PER UNIT. ALL CLOTHING PRODUCED WAS TAKEN 
FROM THE PRISON BY OTHER THAN COMMANDO INMATES AND PLACED IN 
STORAGE AT THE HEADQUARTERS UNTIL TRANSPORTED TO OTHER LOCATIONS. 
2. USE OF BORDER DEFENSE SECURITY FORCES AS PRISON GUARDS. 
QUYET TIEN, LIKE OTHER PRISONS IN NORTH VIETNAM IN THE 1970'S, 
EMPLOYED TWO TYPES OF GUARDS. ONE GROUP, UNIFORMED AND ARMED 
PUBLIC SECURITY GUARDS IN KHAKI UNIFORMS, PROVIDED OVERALL DAYTIME 
SECURITY AT THE PRISON TO INCLUDE GATE GUARDS, GUARDS WHO MANNED 
THE CORNER GUARDPOSTS AT EACH OUTER CORNER OF THE PRISON WALL, AND 
A SMALL NUMBER OF GUARDS WHO PATROLLED DURING THE DAYTIME INSIDE 
THE PRISON. AT NIGHT, THE DAYTIME INTERIOR ROVING GUARD FORCE WAS 
REPLACED BY GUARDS IN FATIGUES WHO WERE FROM THE BORDER DEFENSE 
FORCES. THE TWO GROUPS OF GUARDS WERE EASILY DISTINGUISHABLE. 
THOSE GUARDS FROM THE REGULAR PUBLIC SECURITY SERVICES WORE RED 
COLLAR TABS WITH A SECURITY SERVICES DEVICE. THOSE FROM THE BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARD FORCE WORE GREEN COLLAR TABS WITH A MORTAR TUBE-LIKE. 
DEVICE. SOURCE WAS UNABLE TO ESTIMATE THE SIZE OR COMPOSITION OF 
EITHER TYPE OF GUARD FORCE BUT DID NOTE THAT NEARLY ALL BORDER 
DEFENSE GUARDS AT NIGHT WERE CORPORALS • 
COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH 
THAT PROVIDED BY OTHER FORMER COMMANDO INMATES AT QUYET TIEN DURING 
1973-77. 
I 
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INSTRU: U.S. 
PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, 
VO-PW2 
APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: NONE 

BT 
113448 
NNNN 
NNDD 

.'\ 

PAGE 0018 



·# 

-· 
MSGNO 153 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *19:05:24.8.0* 

ZCZC 00:03:37Z (PC) 
EMI DTG 
87021318253444 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2933 0442325· ·RUEALGX. 

P 132325Z FEB 87 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 131805Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHOHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36/J233// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEKjCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
BT 
2:1: 

E:Z2: 
:079/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0049-86 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0049-86/ VIETNAMESE CENTRAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP 
wARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REP·JRT. ~IOT FINALLY 'EVALUATED ~NTEL. 

DOI: 860330 ( RO) 

SCiJ?CE: 
TO DATE. 
Su"XMARY: A NATIONAL LEVE:!.. ~JO~THE?.!·l ~;I ETN;~~ESE ENTERT.:::. ~ ~:~ENT 
GROUP VISITED QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1S69 ANC 1976. THERS ~EF~ NC 
A~ERICANS PRESENT DURING THEIR ?ERFCRMA~CES. 

'· THE NORTH VIETNAMESE NATIONAL LEVEL CENT~AL ENTERTAINMENT 

PAGE 

GROUP (DOAN VAN CONG TRUNG UONG) VISITED QUY2T TIEN PRISON. ~A TUYEN 
?~OVINCE, ON AT LEAST TWO OCCASIONS DURING THE PERIOD 1964-1978. 
:HE FIRST OCCASION WAS IN 1969, THE SECOND IN THE LATE FALL :F ~S76. 
(VO-PW COMMENT: SOURCES WERE UNABLE TO RECALL DETAILS OF THE 1969 
VISIT. THE GROUP ASSOCIATED WITH THE 1969 VISIT HAD REPORTEDLY 
PERFORMED EARLIER IN PARIS, FRANCE.) THE SECOND SUCH'VISIT IN THE 
LATEFALL OF 1976 INVOLVED A GROUP THAT TRAVELED TO ·QUYET TIEN 
PRISON IN THREE SOVIET STYLE TRANSPORT TRUCKS, ARRIVING THERE MID­
AFTERNOON. THEY PERFORMED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON ON TWO SUCCESSIVE 
EVENINGS, PERFORMANCES STARTING CIRCA 1830 HOURS AND LASTING UNTIL 
APPROXIMATELY 2300 HOURS. PRISON INMATES WERE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND 
THE PERFORMANCES BUT ATTENDANCE WAS NOT MANDATORY. 
2. EACH PERFORMANCE WAS ATTENDED BY A LARGE UNCOUNTABLE NUMBER 

001 
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OF INMATES, BOTH COMMANDOS AND OTHER MEMBERS OF THE PRISON 
POPULATION, SPECIFIC CATEGORY m~NOWN. PRISONERS IN ATTENDANCE AT 
THESE PERFORMANCES WERE DRESSED IN STANDARD PRISON GARB. NEARLY ALL 
PRISONERS WORE THE STANDARD BLUE/GREY INMATE UNIFORM IN USE AFTER 
THE LATE 1970S. A MINISCULE SEGMENT OF THE INMATE POPULATION WORE 
THE OBSOLETE BLUE/WHITE OR RED/WHITE STRIPED PRISON GARB WHICH WAS 
STANDARD ISSUE PRIOR TO THE LATE 1970S. 
3. THE ENTERTAINMENT GROUPS PERFORMED ON THE LARGE PARADE FIELD 
IN FRONT OF THE QUYET TIEN PRISON HEADQUARTERS. THERE WERE NO 
CAUCASIANS OR OTHER FOREIGNERS IN ATTENDANCE AT EITHER PERFORMANCE. 
IN THE OPINION OF THE SOURCES, HAD ANY BEEN THERE THE ENTIRE PRISON 
WOULD HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT. WHILE AT QUYET TIEN PRISON THE 
PERFORMERS WERE BILLETED IN PRISON CADRE LIVING QUARTERS. THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP INCLUDED BOTH MALE AND FEMALE PERFORMERS. ONE 
SONG THE COMMANDOS RECALLED WAS ENTITLED "SOC BOM BO", A SONG ABOU'I; 

'A VILLAGE IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM AND ITS RESISTANCE ACTIVITIES DURING 
THE WAR. 
~- THERE WERE NO REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) PWS 
AT QtlYET TIEN PRISON IN 1976 AND NO PAROLEES. THE FIRST RVNAF PWS 
ARRIVED IN THEFALL OF 1977 AND DEPARTED FOR THAtJH CAM PRISON IN 
MID-1978. POLITICAL PRISONERS AT QUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED TO 
TUYEN QUANG IN EARLY MID-1977. ALL REMAINING INMATES WERE 
TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE BY LATE 1977. THE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN 
?RISON HAD, WITH FIVE EXCEPTIONS, ALL DEPARTED QUYET TIEN BY MID-
1977 FOR TUYEN QUANG PRISON PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF THE RVNAF PWS. 
THOSE FIVE COMMANDOS WHO REMAINED AT QUYET TIEN WERE 

tJ A-M_ E-S 
AND N A ~ "--- N~E.. 

tliFE -AND TWO GRO\-lN SONS WERE REPORTED TO BE RESIDING ~N THE US 
AS OF 1985.) THE ONLY TIHE A SIZEABLE GROUP GF CQM.~ANDOS :,-iEF.E: 
'TCG:ETHER WITH THE RVNAF PWS AT ·~UY~T ':"~E~! F?.!SC·~J ;.;.~s :N ::.4?..L~· :S78 
WnEN TWO CONSECUTIVE INCREMENTS OF COMHANDS HERE. ~10VED FR0!1 TUYEN 
QUANG PRISON (AKA SUB-CAMPT K2. SUYET 7IEN PRISON) 3ACK T0 CUYE! 
TIEN PRISON TO ASSIST IN FACILITY CONSTRUCTION AS QU?ET TIE~ THEN 
BEING TURNED OVER TO THE PEOF!:...E 'S :=::p~y C.F VIETNAM ! PA~n.i). .SCURC~.S 

NE·.·sR HEARD ANY REFERENCE TO AN E?iTERT~.lNHENT UNIT ;JISITING :;UYET 
TIEN IN 1977 AND BELIEVED THEY wOULD HAVE KNOw'N ~.BOUT IT FRCt1 
RVNAF PWS THEY MET THERE IN EARLY 1978 IF THERE HAD BEEN ~NY SUCH 
GROUP VISIT TO QUYET T!EN IN 1977. THERE NEVER WAS A PAROLES fCONG 
lffiAN) POPULATION AT QUYET TIEN PRISON. THOSE PAROLED IN JA!XARY 
1977 WHILE AT QUYET TIEN WERE TRANSFERRED IMMEDIATELY TO PHO LU 
PRISON. PRISON INMATES AT PHO LU WERE NEVER VISITED BY THE 
ENTERTAINMENT GROUP DURING 1970-1979. . 
COMMENT: SOURCES ARE ~ A; t-t~..S 

FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU, QUYET TIEN, AND TUYEN QUANG 
PRISONS DURING THE TIMEFRAMES SPECIFIED. INFORMATION ABOVE IS 
INTENDED TO ASSIST IN ANALYSIS OF INFORMATION PROVIDED BY ~c_ 

IN JCRC-LNB '83-020, 26 APRIL 83. 
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INSTR: U.S. NO 
PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO­
PW2 
APPR: COL K. M. GAINES, USAF, VO-PW, CHIEF 
EVAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: NONE 
WARNING: N/A 

BT 
#2933 
NNNN 
N'NDD 
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MSGNO 98 (PCXX) *02/13/87* *17:44:22.9.5* 
ZCZC 22:42:59Z (PC) 
EMI DTG 
87021316382387 

PTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2854 0442139· -RUEALGX. 

P 132139Z FEB 87 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
I~O RUEALGX/SAFE 
P 131345Z FEB 87 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI/ I '"!2/ J3/ J36/ I 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW/MIA/1 
BT 
EZ 1: 

EZ2: 

PAGE 

1162/VO-PW 
SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0080-86 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0080-86/PRISON CLOSINGS 
WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPCRT. NOT FIN ALL¥ EVALUP.TED INTEL. 
DOl: . 860420 ( RO) 

SOURCE· A FORMER VIE'!'~ -~~1ES!: CC:H~~~-~~DD, .5c,., ,.,:~QSE 

REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT SEEN 2STAELISHED. 
SUM.MARY: THREE VIETNAMESE NATICN::.L i...EVEL PRISONS HERE :::..JSE:; i~l 

EARLY 1979 TO INCLUDE PHO LU. QUYET TIEN, AND PHONG QUANG. -:'UYEN 
QUANG WAS PROBABLY UPGRADED TO A NE~ SEPARATE PRISON DETACHED ~ROM 
QUYET TIEN. 
TEXT: 
'· DURING MID-1979 SOURCE WAS ASSIGNED TO LABOR DUTIES WITH THE 
~INISTRY OF INTERIOR PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT. HIS DUTIES AT 
THIS TIME INCLUDED LOADING AND UNLOADING VEHICLES AND STACKING 
SUPPLIES AT THE VARIOUS MINISTRY OF INTERIOR DEPOTS IN THE HANOI 
CITY AREA. DURING THIS PERIOD SOURCE WORKED AT TWO DEPOTS, THE 
DEPARTMENT'S MAIN DEPOT AT PHUC XA BEACH ALONG THE RED RIVER AT 
HANOI, AND AN OPEN STORAGE/POL STORAGE SITE SOUTH·OF HANOI CITY 
ADJACENT TO VAN DIEN PRISON IN HA DONG PROVINCE. 
2. WHILE ASSIGNED TO LABORER DUTIES SOURCE HEARD SECURITY 
SERVICE CADRE FROM THE PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT REFER TO THE 
CLOSING OF VARIOUS DEPARTMENT MANAGED PRISONS ALONG OR IN.CLOSE 
PROXIMITY TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC)/SOCIALIST REPUBLIC 
OF VIETNAM (SRV) BORDER DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. BASED ON CADRE 

001 
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REMARKS THESE PRISONS HAD BEEN EVAeBATED PRIOR TO THE 
CHINESE INVASION INTO THIS BORDER AREA IN FEB 1979 AND INMATES 
TRANSFERRED TO OTHER PRISONS WITHIN THE NORTHERN VIETNAMESE PRISON 
SYSTEM. DURING MID-1979 SOURCE AND OTHER LABORERS INVOLVED. IN 
STORING PRISON SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT WITHDRAWN FROM THOSE PRISONS 
ALONG THE BORDER EVACUATED AND CLOSED DUE TO BORDER HOSTILITIES. 

PAGE 001 

3. SOURCE HEARD THE FOLLOWING REGARDING CHANGES AND/OR CLOSINGS 
OF PRISONS ALONG THE PRC/SRV BORDER: 

A. QUYET TIEN PRISON. AS OF 1979 THE QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS 
NO.LONGER UNDER THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR AND HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED tO 
SOME OTHER AGENCY OF THE SRV GOVERNMENT. IN JULY 1979, CPT. NGUYEN 
KIM (NGUYEENX KIM), A SECURITY SERVICES OFFICER FROM SUB-CAMP K2 OF 
QUYET TIEN, NORMALLY CALLED TUYEN QUANG PRISON BY MOST INMATES, 
ARRIVED FOR A MEETING AT THE PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT 
HEADQUARTERS AT NR 10, TRAN HUNG DAO, HANOI. CPT. KIM REMARKED TO 
SOURCE WHEN HE MET SOURCE WORKING AT THE DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS 
THAT HE HAD COME TO HANOI FOR A MEETING. DURING A BRIEF 
CONVERSATION CPT. KIM REMARKED K2 NO LONGER WAS PART OF QUYET TIEN 
AND CPT. KIM, THEN IN CHARGE OF K2, NOW REPORTED DIRECTLY TO THE 
PRISONS MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT. HE ALSO REMARKED K2 
HAD BEEN ENLARGED FROM ONE CAMP TO TWO CAMPS. 

B. PHO LU PRISON. PHO LU PRISON, ALSO CALLED LAO CAI 
PRISON OR CENTRAL PRISON NR. 1, WAS EVACUATED IN FEBRUARY 1979 IN 
THE FACE OF THE PRC INVASION. THE PRISON WAS OVERRUN BY PRC FORCES 
BUT ALL INMATES AND EQUIPMENT WERE EVACUATED PRIOR TO ITS BEING 
OVERRUN. THE HONG THANG WORK SITE COLOCATED WITH SUB-CAMP K~ OF PHO 
LU PRISON, WAS ALSO SAFELY EVACUATED AT THE TIME. BOTH PHO LU AND 
HONG THANG WERE CONSIDERED CLOSED AS OF FEBRUARY 1979. 

C. PHONG QUANG PRISON. ?HONG QUANG PRISON wAS REPORTEDLY 
SVACUATED AND CLOSED IN EARLY 1979 AND .4LL INMATES AND EQUIPMENT 
E'jACUATED. 
CC·MMENTS: BASED ON INFORMATION FROM :'ORMER QUYET TIEN n~.~.TES, 

QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE CIRCA 
THE FALL OF 1977 AND A SMALL GROUP OF INMATES WERE USED TO ASSIST IN 
THE CONSTRUCTION/MODIFICATICN OF FACILITIES PRIOR.TO THE ?SCPLE'S 
AHHY OF VIETNAM MOVING INTO THE FACILITY IN THE SPRING OF iS78. ONE 
OTHER COMMANDO HAS REPORTED EXTErJSIVE CONSTRUCTIOt! NEAR THE K2 SUB­
CAMP DURING EAP.LY 1978 REPORTEDLY ASSOCIATED WITH AN SXPANSIGN OF 
K2 AND WITH SOME INDICATION OF FACILITY UPGRADING. VO-PW HAS 
HITERVIEWED SEVERAL FORMER INMATES OF PHO LU/HONG THANG WHO ~·iERE 

THERE UNTIL THE LAST SE~!ERAL HGURS PRIOR TO THE PRC OVERRL1~JING HONG 
THANG. VO-PW HAS ALSO INTERVIEWED ONE FORMER FEMALE INMATE OF HONG 
THANG, MARRIED TO A FO&~ER SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDO, WHO VISITED 
HONG THANG AFTER THE PRC INVASION AND ITS RECAPTURE SHORTLY 
AFTERWARD BY SRV FORCES. SHE AFFIRMED THE PRISON AND HONG THANG HAD 
INDEED BEEN OVERRUN AS EVIDENCED BY THE DEAD PRC SOLDIER SHE FOUND 
IN THE HONG THANG KITCHEN. THIS IS THE FIRST REPORT VO-PW HAS SEEN 
INDICATING PHONG QUANG PRISON WAS ALSO EVACUATED AND CLOSED AT THIS 
PERIOD OF TIME. ALL SOURCES REPRESENTED IN THIS REPORT AFFIRM THAT 
NO AMERICANS WERE HELD IN THE PRISONS THEY WERE ASSOCIATED WITH 
AFTER 1973. 
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ENVELOPE 
CDSN = LGX595 MCN = 89320/14184 TOR = 893200847 
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS2283 3200843- -RUEALGX. 

HEADER 
R 160843Z NOV 89 
FM JOINT STAFF WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEADWD/OCSA WASHINGTON DC 
RUENAAA/CNO WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAHQA/CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
RUEACMC/CMC WASHINGTON DC 
RUEDADA/AFIS AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUETIAQ/MPCFTGEORGEGMEADEMD 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEHC /SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 
RUEAMCC/CMC CC WASHINGTON DC 
RUCQVAB/USCINCSOC INTEL OPS CEN MACDILL AFB FL 
RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 160700Z NOV 89 
FM DET 31 PSAA YOKOTA AB JA//INOS// 
TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUKGNBA/HQ AFSAC FT BELVOIR VA//INOBB// 
RUHVAAA/PSAA HICKAM AFB HI//INO// 
RUEAHQA/HQ AFIA WASHINGTON DC//INO/INK/INKS// 
RUEDADA/HQ AFIA AMHS BOLLING AFB DC 
RUCIAEA/HQ FTD WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//SCIS// 
RUHVPAC/HQ PACAF HICKAM AFB HI//INO/INYC// 
RUCIAEA/DET 22 CSAA WRIGHT PATTERSON AFB OH//INO// 
RUHQIPA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI//PA// 
RUHQHQA/CINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J233// 
RUHQBPA/ CDRJCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUADJHA/ 500TH MIBDE CAMP ZAMA JA//IAGPD-OP-R/IAGPD-ASD/1 
RUHJWYA/13AF CLARK AB RP//IN// 
RUEHBK/ JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHBK/USDAO BANGKOK TH 
RUEHKO/USDAO TOKYO JA 
ZEN 5 AF YOKOTA AB JA//INO// 
BT 
CONTROLS 

SERIAL IIR 1 771 0047 90. 
PASS TO: DIA/PW-MIA. 
BODY 
COUNTRY: VIETUAM ( VM). 
SUBJ: IIR 1 771 0047 90/ STONY BEACH REPORT-- PRISON CAMP IN HA 
GIANG, NORTH VIETNAM 
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WARNING: THIS IS AN INFORMATION REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED 
INTELLIGENCE. 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

DOl: 690800. 
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SOURCE? <..5 c..- . A MEMBER OF THE RED DRAGON 
COMMANDO TEAM WHO WAS DETAINED IN THIS CAMP FROM MAY 1969 TO AUG 
1969. SOURCE RECENTLY ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM AND IS COOPERATIVE; HE 
HAS AN EXCELLENT MEMORY AND APPEARS TO BE RELIABLE. 
SUMMARY: THIS REPORT PROVIDES THE LOCATION AND 
DESCRIPTION OF AN UNIDENTIFIED PRISON CAMP THAT WAS USED TO 
TEMPORARILY HOUSE CAPTURED SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS DURING THE 
LATE SIXTIES. SOURCE WAS DETAINED HERE FROM MAY TO AUG 1969. ONE 
ENCLOSURE. 
TEXT: 
1. LOCATION-- THIS CAMP "A" (FIELD COMMENT-- LETTERS AND 
NUMBERS SET OFF BY QUOTATION MARKS ARE KEYED TO THE MEMORY SKETCH 
AT EN4L ONE) DID NOT HAVE A NAME, IT WAS A TEMPORARY HOLDING 
FACILITY BELONGING TO THE HA GIANG (HAF GIANG) CITY "B" //2250N/ 
10459, GAZ// PUBLIC SECURITY BUREAU. THE CAMP WAS LOCATED JUST 
WEST OF THE CITY, ABOUT 250 METERS SOUTH OF A NATIONAL HIGHWAY "C"; 
THE LO GIANG (LOO GIANG) RIVER "D" RAN BETWEEN THE CAMP AND THE 
HIGHWAY. THERE"WAS A SMALL MINORITY VILLAGE "E" NORTHWEST OF THE 
CAMP - NESTLED IN A Y JUNCTION OF THE RIVER. ACROSS FROM VILLAGE 
"E", ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE RIVER, WERE SOME HILLS AND ANOTHER 
MINORIY VILLAGE "J". MEO AND MIAO TRIBESMEN POPULATED THE 
MOUNTAINS "F" NORTHEAST OF THE CAMP ACROSS THE HIGHWAY. A VALLEY 
"I" SEPARATED THE FOREST AREA "H" (NORTHWEST OF THE CAMP, WHERE THE' 
HIGHWAY TURNS NORTHWEST) AND THE MOUNTAINS. 
2. DESCRIPTION-- THE CAMP WAS SMALL, MEASURING ONLY ABOUT 
300 X 150 METERS; IT WAS SURROUNDED BY A 8 METER HIGH FENCE "N". 
JUST OUTSIDE THE FENCE, IMMEDIATELY IN FRONT OF THE CAMP WERE 

THREE BUILDINGS-- ORGANIZATIONAL BLDG "K", AN INVESTIGATION .J3LDG 
"L", AND A PUBLIC SECURITY BLDG "M". A VERY NARROW ROAD "0" 
ENTERED THE CAMP. THERE WAS A KITCHEN "P" AND A STORAGE BLDG "Q" 
JUST INSIDE THE FENCE TO THE WEST. THE PRISONERS WERE KEPT IN SIX 
INDIVIDUAL CAVES OR BUNKERS "R". THESE BUNKERS WERE 4 METERS DEEP 
AND HAD A CIRCUMFERENCE OF 2 METERS; THEIR ARCH SHAPED TOPS WERE 
ABOVE GROUND AND WERE GRASS COVERED. 
3. POPULATION-- IN MAY 1969, WHEN SOURCE FIRST ARRIVED, HE 
WAS PU INTO THE FIRST BUNKER CELL ALL PRISONERS WERE ISOLATED 
DURIN4 SOUCRE'S CONFINEMENT. A GUARD WHO BROUGHT HIS FOOD TOLD HIM 

:ABOUTIPRISONERS BEING HELD IN THE OTHER CELLS. PRIOR TO ARRIVING 
AT THIS CAMP, SOURCE THOUGHT ALL MEMBERS OF HIS TEAM HAD BEEN LOST; 
HOWEVER, HE LEARNED THAT A TEAM MATE, ((PHAM)) NGOC ANH (PHAMJ 
NGOCJ ANH), WAS IN THE CELL NEXT TO HIM. CELL THREE HELD A COMMON 
CRIMINAL, CELL FOUR HELD A SMUGGLER, CELL FIVE HELD A PERSON 
CONVICTED OF ASSAULT, AND CELL SIX HELD A LOOTER AND MURDERER .. 

-UPON ENTERING HIS CELL THE FIRST TIME, SOURCE COULD TELL THAT··MANY 
PEOPLL HAD ?EEN CONFINED THERE PRIOR TO HIS ARRIVAL. 
4. 1969 FLOOD-- DURING JUN OR JUL, THE LO GIANG RIVER OVER 
FLOWER ITS BANKS AND CAUSED A LARGE FLOOD. FLOODING STARTED ABOUT 

TWO IN THE MORNING; IT WAS ABOUT 15 DAYS BEFORE THE WATER FINALLY 
RECEDED. THE RIVER LEVEL REACHED ABOUT SIX TO EIGHT METERS AND THE 
ENTIRE CAMP WAS FLOODED OUT. DURING THE FIRST NIGHT, WATER SEEPED 
INTO THE BUNKERS AND, BEFORE THE FLOOD WAS OVER, IT HAD WASHED AWAY 
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ALL THE HOUSES IN THE AREA. FOUR PUBLIC SECURiTY PERSONNEL FROM 
THE CAMP WERE WASHED AWAY AND LOST. DURING THE FLOOD, BOTH PHAM 
AND THE SOURCE WERE TAKEN UNDER HEAVY GUARD BY THE PUBLIC SECURITY 
POLICE INTO THE MOUNTAINS "J". THEY WERE KEPT SEPARATE THE ENTIRE 
TIME, NEVER GETTING AN OPPORTUNITY TO TALK - ALTHOUGH THEY DID SEE 
EACH OTHER NOW AND THEN. THEY WERE KEPT IN HOUSES BELONGING TO THE 
LOCAL MINORITY POPULATION. THE PUBLIC SECURITY PERSONNEL TOOK 
SPECIAL CARE WITH THE TWO PRISONERS - BECAUSE IF THE PRISONERS 
WERE LOST, THEY WOULD BE HELD RESPONSIBLE BY THE HANOI AUTHORITIES. 
5. orHER OBSERVATIONS-- DURING SOURCE'S INTERNMENT, HE 
CONSTANTLY HEARD CONVOYS OF HEAVY TRUCKS TRAVELING HIGHWAY "C". 
WHEN HE. WAS INTERNED, HE IDENTIFIED THE TRUCKS AS SOVIET TRUCKS. 
THEY WERE CANVAS COVERED AND TRAVELLED AT NIGHT. 
COMMENTS: 

WORDS IN PARENTHESES FOLLOWING V!ETNAMESE WORDS ARE THE 
TELEGRAPHIC SPELLING INDICATING THE PROPER SPELLING. CITE IIR'S 

771 0013 AND 0040 90 FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. THIS REPORT 
RESPONDS TO· PART B OF DTG 081430Z AUG 89. FURTHER REPORTING 
WILL BE FORTHCOMING. 

ADMIN 

ENCL : ONE TO FOLLOW : 
MEMORY SKETCH: UNIDENTIFIED PRISON CAMP DOI 690800, 1 PG, lCY 

ACQ: JAPAN, TOKYO, 891026. 
DISSEM: ENCL ONE TO DIA/PW-MIA ONLY 

/12283 

NNNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 

CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

INFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/JC/J36/J233// 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC// 

CIA WASHINGTON DC. 

NSC WASHINGTON DC 

DIRNSA FT GEORGE MEADE MD 

SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

1456/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR b-u14-U135-86 

PASS:. N/A 

COUNTRY: _VIETNAM {VM} 

SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0135-86/QUYET TIEN PRISON {II} 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY EVALUATED INTEL. 

DOI: 8b1001 {RO} 

SOURCE: FORMER VIETNAMESE COMMANDO 6 c::::.. WHOSE 

DIA/NMIC/VO/VO-PW/RTS-2D/DB-2C 

S.TOURISON/VO-PW/X44708/CMF 

V!f; 



.:-

-· 
u2 pp 

REPORTING RELIABILITY HAS NOT BEEN ESTABLISHED. 

SUMMARY: 

SOURCE DESCRIBES ACTIVITIES AT QUYET TIEN PRISON DURING 1967-

78. 

TEXT: 

1. AT EITHER THE END OF 1967 OR EARLY 1968 THE OCCUPANTS Of 

CELLS F9 THRU f11 COULD HEAR THE SOUND OF VIETNAMESE VOICES IN; AREA 

"K". OVER THE NEXT WEEKS OR MONTHS, SOURCE WAS UNSURE Of THE TIME, 

IT BtCAME EVIDENT THAT OTHER VIETNAMESE HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA "K" 

AND NOT EVERYONE HAD ARRIVED ON THE SAME DAY. THE SOUTH VIETNAM(S£ 

COMMANDOS TRIED VARIOUS MEANS TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE NEW RESIDENTS 

OF AREA "K" BUT TO NO AVAIL. IT WAS OBVIOUS THE RESID£NTS Of AREA 

"K" DIDN'T WANT TO COMMUNICATE WITH THE RESIDENTS Of AREA "A" AND 

THIS WAS DONE AT THE INITIATIVE Of THE RESIDENTS OF AREA "K". IT 

ALSO FOLLOWED THAT THE CAMP CADRE MUST HAVE GIVEN THE RESIDENTS OF 

AREA "K" SOM£ INSTRUCTION IN THIS REGARD. SOME Of THE COMMANDOS IN 

AREA "A" WERE ABLE TO IDENTIFY SOME VOICES AS SIMILAR TO RADIO 

OPERATORS THEY HAD KNOWN IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM BUT THERE WAS NOTHING 

AT THAT POINT TO CONFIRM THIS. IT WAS THEN THAT TWO 
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RECENTLY ARRIVED COMMANDOS, LE TRUNG TIN AND PHAM NGOC KHANH, 

MEMBERS Of 

TEAM "RED DRAGON" COMMANDED BY NGUYEN THAI KIEN WHO HAD ARRIVED AT 

AREA "A" IN MID-1967, IDENTIFIED NGUYEN THAI KIEN AND TWO RADIO 

OPERATORS FROM TEAM "RED DRAGON", PHAM NGOC ANH AND PHAM XUAN KY, AS 

BEING AMONG THOSE IN AREA "K". ALL THREE ARRIVED AT AREA "K" AT THE 

SAME TIME AND WERE AMONG THE FIRST TO ARRIVE AT QUYET TIEN AND BE 

PLACED IN AR£A "K". THESE SAME COMMANDOS IDENTIFIED THE TWO RADIO 

OPERATORS WITH "RED DRAGON" AS HAVING BEEN RECRUITED BY THE MINISTRY 

OF PUBLIC SECURITY, AS WAS NGUYEN THAI KIEN, AND TO HAVE OPERATED 

THEIR RADIO'S UNDER MPS DIRECTION AFTER CAPTURE. THIS LED THE 

COMMANDOS IN AREA "A" TO SPECULATE THE PERHAPS THE OTHER RADIO 

OPERATORS WHOSE VOICES THEY HAD IDENTIFIED IN AREA "K" MIGHT ALSO 

HAVE BEEN RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS. THIS FACT WAS NOT CONFIRMED 

UNTIL 1972 WHEN THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 

JOINED OTHER COMMANDOS AT PHO LU PRISON AND THEY WERE ABLE TO LEARN 

THE TRUE EXTENT OF THIS DECEPTION OPERATION. 

2. IN 1968 THE POLITICAL PRISONERS CONSTRUCTED ANOTHER LARGE 

BUILDING, THIS ONE IN THE AREA OF THE CONSTRUCTION TEAM. THIS 

BUILDING WAS DESIGNATED THE ASSEMBLY HALL {HOI TRUONG}. AT ABOUT 

---~ ------
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THE SAME TIME TH£ INMATES BUILT A NEW WALL RUNNING TOWARD THE FRONT 

Of THE PRISON FROM THE DETENTION BARRACKS AREA AND ENCLOSING IN THE 

PRISON KITCHEN. IN 1969 OR 1970 THERE WAS ADDITIONAL CONSTRUCTION 

IN THE KITCHEN AREA WITH THE ADDITION OF A DISPENSARY Off THAT END 

Of THE KITCHEN CLOSET TO THE WALL SEPARATING THE KITCHEN FROM THE 

DETENTION AREA. 

3. DURING THE LATE 19bOS THERE WAS CONSTANT CURIOSITY ABOUT A 

GROUP OF INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE MOVED IN AT NIGHT AND OCCUPIED AREA 

"0". THIS GROUP WAS MOVED IN SOMETIME PRIOR TO 1967 AND WAS THE 

SUBJECT Of CONSIDERABLE SPECULATION. MANY COMMANDOS THOUGHT U.S. 

PWS WERE HELD THERE. THE ONLY PRISONER WITH ANY ACCESS TO THIS AREA 

WAS A POLITICAL PRISONER NAMED TUYNH WHO WAS INCAPABLE Of SPEECH FOR 

WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS AN UNUSUAL MALADY. HE CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN 

GIVEN AN INJECTION IN THE NECK WHEN HE FIRST ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN 

AND WAS IN A COMA. HE AWOKE FROM THE COMA INCAPABLE Of SPEECH UNTIL 

1967 WHEN HE AGAIN FELL IN A COMA, WAS ADMINISTERED ANOTHER 

INJECTION BY THE PRISON MEDICAL OFFICER, ASPIRANT MAU, AND REGAINED 

HIS SPEECH. AFTER REGAINING HIS SPEECH HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO AREA 

"A" AND HIS DUTY IN THE CAMP KITCHEN WAS 
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TAKEN BY fORMER COMMANDO QUACH DINH QUYEN. TUYNH STATED HE HAD 

TAKEN A LOT Of FOOD TO AREA "O" HE LEFT IT ON THE GROUND, KNOCKED ON 

THE GATE, AND RETURNED TO THE KITCHEN WITHOUT SEEING WHO RETRIEVED 

THE FOOD. SOURCE AND OTHER INMATES IN AREA "A" COULD HEAR THE SOUND 

OF CARPENTRY FROM AREA "0" AND COULD HEAR THE SOUND Of VOICES THERE 

SPEAKING IN VIETNAMESE. SOME Of THE COMMANDOS STILL SPECULATED AREA 

"0" HELD US PRISONERS DUE TO THE OBVIOUS TIGHT SECURITY OVER THE 

AREA. TUYNH DESCRIBED THE FOOD AS ALMOST RESTAURANT QUALITY WITH 

GENEROUS QUANTITIES OF BEEF, PORK, AND CHICKEN. IT WS OBVIOUSLY 

INTENDED FOR IMPORTANT PRISONERS AND CLEARLY NO VIETNAMESE WOULD BE 

GIVEN SUCH FOOD. QUACH DINH QUYEN LATER REPORTED THE INMATES IN 

AREA "0" WERE SENIOR PAVN OFFICERS FROM THE "REVISIONIST CLIQUE" AND 

CLAIMED TO HAVE BEEN ABLE TO PHYSICALLY OBSERVE THEM ON ONE OCCAISON 

WHEN HE RAISED HIMSELF UP ON THE WALL TO EYE LEVEL AND COULD 

IDENTIFY ONE OF THE PRISONERS AS THE FORMER SECRETARY Of THE TAY BAC 

REGION PARTY COMMITTEE. 

4 IN 1969 A GROUP Of CAPTIVE COMMANDOS ARRIVED AND WAS PLACED 

IN THE AREA Of ARGICULTURAL TEAM I. IN 1970 MEMBERS Of THE AREA "A" 

SEWING TEAM WERE REQUIRED TO SEND SOME Of 
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THEIR SEWING MACHINES TO THESE NEWLY ARRIVED COMMANDOS. SOURCE WAS 

TOLD HIS MACHINE WAS TO BE ONE OF THOSE SENT TO THE NEWLY ARRIVED 

GROUP AND IN HOPES THEY MIGHT LEARN THE EXISTENCE AND FATE Of THE 

COMMANDOS IN AREA "A" SOURCE SCRATCHED THE FOLLOWING ON THE 89TTOM 

Of HIS SEWING MACHINE "ATILA 3 10-5-64" AND "TAM ATILA QUYET TIEN 

1970". TO ANY COMMANDO THIS WULD HAVE CLEARLY CONVEYED THAT A 

COMMANDO NAMED TAM, A MEMBER OF TEAM ATILLA WHO WAS KNOWN AS ATILLA 

3, HAD BEEN CAPTURED ON 10 MAY 1964 AND WAS AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 

1970. IN 1972 SOURCE ENCOUNTERED COMMANDOS FROM THOSE IN THE 

AGRICuLTURAL TEAM AREA WHEN ALL WERE TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON 

AND LEARNED HIS RUSE HAD WORKED. A NUMBER Of THE COMMANDOS IN THE 

AGRICULTURAL TEAM AREA WERE RADIO OPERATORS WHO KNEW SOURCE'S ALIAS 

TO BE "TAM" AND WERE AWARE HE WAS THE RADIO OPERATOR FROM TEAM 

"ATILLA". THE TOTAL NUMBER OF COMMANDOS HELD IN THIS AREA NUMBERED 

51 AND THE AREA WAS REFERRED TO THEM AS "AREA 51" BECAUSE Of THE 

NUMBER OF COMMANDOS DETAINED IN THAT AREA. 

5. IN THE LATE SPRING OF 1972 THE RECRUITED RADIO OPERATORS IN 

AREA "K" WERE MOVED OUT, SIGNALING TO THE REMAINDER OF COMMANDOS AT 

QUYET TIEN PRISON THAT THE POSSIBILITY Of PEACE ACCORD WAS AT 
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HAND. THE PRISON STAFF MADE NO MENTION Of THEIR TRANSFER BUT THE 

COMMANDOS SPECULATED THEY HAD BEEN MOVED SOMEWHERE PRIOR TO THEIR 

RELEASE. LAT£R THAT SUMMER THE COMMANDOS IN AREAS "A" AND AREA "51" 

WER£ TKANSFERRED TO PHO LU PRISON FOR PRE-PW RELEASE INDOCTRINATION. 

b. ONE GROUP OF FORMER COMMANDOS, THOSE WHO WERE SINGLETONS, 

WERE NOT TRANSFERRED TO PHO LU WITH OTHER COMMANDOS. ALL REMAINED 

BEHIND AT QUYET TIEN AND ALL WERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 

1973 TO RESIDE IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. 

7. SOURCE WAS AMONG THAT GROUP Of COMMANDOS TRANSFERRED BACK 

TO QUYET TI£N PRISON FOLLOWING THE UNSUCCESSFUL PRISON STRIKE AT PHO 

LU IN JUNE 1973. WHEN HE ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN HE MET SOME Of THE 

FORMER POLITICAL PRISONERS FROM AREA "8" HAD BEEN MOVED INTO AREA 

"A" WHEN THt: COMMANDOS HAD DEPARTED IN THE LATt: .SUMMER OF 1972. 

THt:Y SAID MOST HAD REMAINED IN AREA "A" FOR NO MORE THAN THREE 

MONTHS AND THEN HAD BEEN TAKEN OUT Of AREA "A" AND TRANSFERRED 

t:LSEWHtRE. THE FEW REMAINING POLITICAL PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K" 

PORTION Of AREA "A" LEFT SOON AFTER THE COMMANDOS RETURNED TO QUYET 

TIEN IN 1973. THE FIRST CIVIL CRIMINALS ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN 

PRISON AT THIS TIME AND OCCUPIED 

··-f 
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AREA "K". OTHER COMMANDOS TRANSFE~RED SHORTLY AFTERWARD FROM PHO 

LU, QUANG NIHN, AND TAN LAP PRISONS WERE PLACED IN AREA "0". THE 

RETURNING PRISONERS FOUND THE ONLY APPARENT CHANGE AT QUYET TIEN 

PRISON WAS THE ADDITION OF A NEW LABOR BUILDING BESIDE THE LABOR 

BUILDING USED BY THE CARPENTRY/SAWMILL TEAM WORK AREA AND AN 

ADDITION OF A DOORWAY IN THE LABORER AREA WHI{H PERMITTED ACCESS TO 

THE CENTRAL PRISON AREA BETWEEN AREAS "A" AND "B". 

8. THERE WAS NO FURTHER CONSTRUCTION AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING 1973-77 WITH ON£ EXCEPTION. A NEW LARGE MEETING HALL WAS 

CONSTRUCTED THERE IN 1976 TOWARD THE REAR OF THE CENTRAL OPEN AREA 

AND IN FRONT OF THE LABORER AREA ENTRY GATE. QUYET TIEN THEN 

R~MAINED UNCHANG£D UNTIL SOURCE DEPARTED THERE IN 1977 FOR TUY~N 

QUANG PRISON WHEN HE WAS PLACED ON PAROLE. HE HEARD THAT ALL 

PRISONERS WERE TRANSFERRED FROM QUYET TI£N IN 1977 AND THE FACILITY 

TURNED OVER TO THE P£0PLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM. 

9. DURING SOURC£'S CONFINEMENT AT QUYET TIEN DURING 1965-77 HE 

OFTEN DID NOT LEARN THE IDENTITY OF OTHERS HELD IN THE VARIOUS 

CONFINEMENT AREAS OF QUYET TIEN UNTIL SEVERAL YEARS LATER; HOWEVER, 

HE WAS EVENTUALLY ABLE TO LEARN THE IDENTITY OF ALL GROUPS HELD AT 

<~'·f 
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QUYET TIEN DURING THE PERIOD 1962-78 AND NEVER SAW OR HEARD OF ANY 

U.S. PWS THERE DURING THAT PERIOD OF TIM£. THE SPECULATION AMONG 

SOME PRISONERS THAT U.S. PWS COULD HAVE BEEN HELD IN AREA "0" WAS 

DISPELLED BY QUACH DINH QUYEN WHO IDENTIFIED THE "REVISIONISTS" AS 

BEING THE OCCUPANTS OF AREA "0". 

VO-PW COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION ON QUYET TIEN PRISON 

DURING 1962-b? WAS CONTAINED IN IIR 6-014-0134-86. INFORMATION 

CONCERNING QUYET TIEN PRISON IS IN GENERAL AGREEMENT WITH 

INFORMATION PROVIDED BY OTHER COMMANDOS HELD THERE AND IS IN GENERAL 

AGREEMENT WITH INFORMATION ZD A-, A SOURCE'S 

INFORMATION CONCERNING TH£ RECRUITMENT OF COMMANDO RADIO OPERATORS 

AND TH£ IDENTITY OF THOSE IN AREA "K" WILL BE THE IDENTITY OF PRISON 

CADRE AT QUYET TIEN AND DETAILS ON PRISON LIFE STYLE WILL ALSO BE 

REPORTED SEPARATELY. 

PROJ: N/A 

COLL: NONE 

INSTRU: U.S. 
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PREP: SEDGWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, ·sENIOR VM DESK ANALYST, VO­

PW2 

APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 

EVAL: N/A 

ENCL: N/ A 

DISSEM: NONE 
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HIJtAIIAIC:IA WAS~tiNGION 0\: 
RtJtAOWWINSC WASHINGTON DC 
IHJt r I AA 10 I RNSA f f GEOHut MEAUL: MO 
HllfKJC~>ISECIIEF WASHINGfON DC/IOA~IJ-I~AIPW·-MIA/1 
til 
f.l I: 

tiL: 
C: ll)ti~/VO· PW 
SE:R I Al : IIU J·o·IJ 14 lll17 I llli 

PASS: N/A 
C:OlJNlRV: 
StJBJ: 1 I R 

VltTNAM lVMI 
r,·l)14·0071-1Hi/QIJVI:r ·11LN PI~I~ON 

J•At.t: 

WAHNlNG: THIS J~, AN INI·o IHPllHI. NOf fiNALLY EVALUATE:D INTt:l.. 

1>0 I : Ht;u41H) ( RO I 

SilURO:: ; Vlf1NAMt:\t-. IMMICiHANI ~ WHOSE. HEPOIHING 
R[l.lABILlfV HAS NOT f:iEEN t:.~.IAIH.IO..,IIl:ll. 
~IJMMARV: SIJUUCE l.lt:~UHIH:', HI~ ALllVITIF.S AT (JUVtT TIEN ~RI~ON 

DIIH I Nu 1 U 7 .J · 1 I. 
11: )(. r : 
I. ~C--- WA~ .. 1\M\Itl~ C\lMMANUOS lRANSFErmtD TO OliVET r!Etl 
Pld ~ON IN H:ll :t 1-01 I.UW INt. AN 11!-l'~lll.Ct. '• '.1- Ul. I NMA r t HUNGEH S rR I Kf. A ·1 Pt-tU 
Lll I'R 1 SUN. Hll: I ~~MA II~ ~ 1 U lt<.l: HAll fii.OI WAGt:D 8V COMMAN(JUS 1 NFOr-mtO 
fHt.V Wfkt: Nll"l IU I:H: IH~I EA!,EIJ t·IIH t<lliHH-1 lO SOlJTt-i VltfNAM BE.lAUSE lt·tt: 
NI)IHJ-1 VIElNAMf:-,F: GOVHWMEIH lONSliii.I~Ul fHEM AS SPIE~ AND NOT 
PHI:>U~H:~S Of WA~ ro l:Jl IH.I'AIHlArfO. 
2. fOLLOwiNt.i IllS rn::HIIW ro Ull\'fl TIEN, Gc_ WAS 
JNCAHct.HAlt:U Wl Ill OlHEH CIJMMANIIO', II~ AUt:A "{)." fROM THAf Pl)IN"I 
lltHlt HIS THAN\f-EH 1() Tllf I'! \tiE\ CIIMI' OIIVt:J llf:N (AKA 1\IVI:N.UIIMH~ 
PUJSOt0 SOUHCE NEVlk l.[fl lttL PHt',OI~ t:OMPOIJNll PO..,EH. Wltllf Al 
QIJVF.I liEN HF. WAS A~~;lliNHt TO WORI<. II~ A PRJS()N CLOTHIN<:. SF.WINI~ IINII 
TOGETtiU~ Wlflt <HHER t:OMMANf,ll!, INCI.IJ()IN(j MAl VAN HOC, LAll Clll CIJANII, 
l .. f. VAN NCiliNG, A_NI"J Vll Vlf.l lll'lli (!_. 
3. wHII f. AT OUVET llf.l~. f3 . Rt:CAl.l.S TWO VISIT!) OVA C.ROllr• 
Ot- ENTI:HIAINEH~ HI:FE.HRt:LJ Ill A') fl·lt: l.tlHHAL tNlt::HTAINMtNI" t:ikOIII' ILIOAI~ 

llll ".:: !> 
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vAN UIIH, IHIINI~ thlNt~l. 1·11: WA~ .. UNAUI.l lU HECAI.I Hit. llA.IL::, ltll: GIHHlll 
l'fiHOI~MH, Hlll ltH:V WE:HI: PHIOR lO HIS DEPARTURE FROM ()IJVET TILN IN 
l:ArH.V ln77. liN UUIIt OCCA~lON:l Tt-IE GROUP PE.IH'OHMlD Al HIE l•li!')t)N 
OttHINta HIE EVf.NING, b\CH PERfOHMANCt lASTING ABOUT TIIUlE llllll~<;;. lll'l 

lt-1[ ~ii.CUI'IO vJ·•;t T It-t[ (.iROUP'"NUMOEHED fHOM BElWt.EN IU lt) 2U PI:HFOkMI:W. 
WHO ':>AN(.i, Pf.RFUHMf-.D ~Kl TS, AND PERFORMED MU~IC:AL SELf.CllONC.:,, 
ACCUR[I lt~f~ H) OlliE R INMATES HIE GROUP CONDUCT ( D SUCH PERFORMANCE~ A 1 
VARIOIIS OTHf:R ... RI'it1N'i IN NORTHERN VIETNAM. SOURCE ~TAf.f.D Hl'::i 
REC:OI LECTION OF E-VENTS WIIILE AT QUVET TIEN WAS AlREADY CLOliDtU 8V 
T HE P A S SA(~ t. ll F I I ME • ~ CHJ R C E U I D N 0 T P E R 50 N A l. I. V A T T t N U £:: l T I" IE H 
Pt=HfoOHMANf.t:. 
4. Al.l. J.IOI.ITICAL PRI~ONERS AT QIJVET l'lt=N WEHE MOVED OUI It~ 
STAGF.S FROM (HJVET fJf:N TO TAtl LAP IN EARL.V l~r/7 AT HiE SAME fiMf A', 
HiE l:OMMANlJUS. II[ HtAHIJ AlL CHI M I NAL S AT UIJV E: T T I f.N HAD EH·.I.I~ 

TRANSt=EHI~H> 10 PHO t.ll 1-'HI~llN. 

!·,. PR I SON INMATE~ lliROliGHOU I I HE NOn T H VIE 1 NAMl: 'll: PU I ';.IJN 
'>V~It:M WliRf.- ~lkiPf:[J J.IRI':-.111~ GARB FHOM THf TIMI: SUUHCI: WA~.·t:A~liiHtU IN 
I!Jb.i IINllt. I'L~IIAI':.. I~Jl,l). ltiE SIIUI'ED f'RISON (~ARB WA':l l>I:~COI·lliNLiflJ 
At-II:H Af:iiHJl l~ltih t-OH IS',IIf IN THt PIHSON SYStEM. TilE'. ONLY I·'I-~~;(1N'\ 

WIIO WIH<f.. ~II<IPUI ~RISOI~ GArm IN TtiF LATE 1960'S WERE l'tiE AMEPICAN 
POW''·, Wl10 ~0111~0: SAW IN PICTIJnES WEAIHNG THE TYPE OF Ct.OHHI·Hi 
I·•REVIlllhlv WORN UV POLillCAI PRISONEHS AND COMMANDOS. WHILE SOME 
',MALL 1-IIIMHER t)f PRISONERS INCARCERAlEU WITH SOURCE STILL RETAINED 
SliME OF THE (J8~0U:TE STRIPED PrH~ON (jARB AFTER IT WAS NO LONGER 
I">~IJEO, SOURCE COULD NOT CLE:ARLY Rf:l"AL.l. ANYONE OTHER lHAN lJS PW" S 
WfARlNG IT AFTER 1970. HE 010 ACKNOWLEDGE THOIJGH THAT I-llS Ml:MORV 
WAS FAILING ANO SOMEONE COULD HAVE SllLL HAD SIJCH STRIPED (iAfH3 ANU 
HE Ml(i~H NOT REMEMHER IT. THE PRJ SON GARB WIIRN AFTF.H I~Hi7, THE 
ljiH.VIC:,H OR GRtVISH BlUE: SOLID COI.OR, WAS MANIIfAC'TUfH:::D E.IV l'l"lf lWO 
Sf.WING IJNllS AT OliVET TIE:N PRl~ON SINCE THE EARLY 19lU'S. 
C:nMMEtHS: SOUHlE'.:. INfORMATION Gt::Nt:.HALL.V COMPLEMENT5 IHAT I'UUVILJEIJ 
BV OlHt:R H)RMEH l:OMMANUO INMAHS OF I}IJVET TltN DURINCi 1~'/:~ II. 

PIWJ: N/A 
C:OLL : tWNI: 
JNSHW: U.S. 
I'UEP: !,EDt~WICK U. IOIJIH~ON, JR., l.i::i" 14, SE::NlOR VM UE~,K ANALVSI, VlJ 

Pw1 
APPH: KIMUAI.L M. (iAINt:S, COL, U~At-, CH, vO·PW 
t:VAL: N/A 
ENCL: N/A 
DlSSEM: NONE 
WARNING: N/A 

BT 
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40 {PCXX) :t-1)8/21/IH)'~' *1H:11:1U.!:>.1.., 
ZCZC 23:09:50Z (PC) 
RTTCZYUW R11fKJCS844 1 239 2041- --RUEALGX. 

R 272041Z AUG 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 271415Z AUG 86 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/1 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J~/J~/J2JJ/Jjb// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT GEORGE G MEADE MD 
BT 
F71, 

EZ2: 
0960/VO-PW 

~~RIAL: IIR 6-014-0042-UG 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: VIETNAM (VM) 
SUBJ: IIR b-014-0042-H6/PRISON PLACE NAMES 

PAGE OlJ1l 

WARNING: THIS IS Af~ INFO I~EPOfH, NOT FINALLY EVALUATI::'[J ltHtl. 
nnt: Hhn2n1 <RO> 

SOURCE:: VJETNAMESt IMMIGRANTS \'lt10 HAVE BEEN GENERALLY 
RELIABLE R~~ORTERS. 
SUMMARY: MANY PRISONS IN NORTHERN VIETNAM WERE REFERRED TO BY 
NAMES ASSOCIATED WITH NEARBY VILLAGES. SOURCES PROVIDE A NUMBER OF 
EXAMPLES. 
TEXT: fORMER SVN AGENT COMMAN[JO Niflit£ REPORTED 
HEARING SRV CRIMINAL INMATES IN THt 1~}71)~-~ AT QUYET TIEN PRISON 
REFER TO MOl PRISONS CALLED TRAI MO AND TRAI YEN HOA. HE ALSO 
HEARD REfERENCE TO YEN t-IA PRl SON IN IIUAN(~ LIeN SON PROVINCE FOR 
POLll l CAL PRISONERS. fORMeR ~VN UJMMAI~L>U ;t}Jf-;t(/(_ HEARD 
SOME PERSONS REFER TU UUYtf 'IIU~ PHI SUN AS HOANG X.U P~H. A LOCAL 
PLACE NAME FOR THAT PORT l ON UF THt I10AI-Il~ LIEN SON MUUNl A IN RANGE 
DUE WEST OF HA GIANG CITY. t-115 ALSU HE..AR!l REFERENCES TO YEN HOA 
PRISON lAKA YEN THO, AKA YEN LAP) A:) A NAME FOR SUB-CAMP K2 OF TAN 
LAP PRISONS. (THE NAMES FOR KL WERF REPORTeD BY DERIVED FROM NAMES 
OF NEARBY HAMLETS.) FORMER l.OMMANDO ,V/'}1..(/C- HEARD A REFERENCE 
TO HA HOA PRISON ASSOCIATED WJHI A LOCAL PLACE NAME IN THE AREA OF 
TAN LAP PRISON, FORMER SVN CUMI>'IANlH.l p_A-/..{f-C_ ALSO REPORTED 
HEARING OF A SPECIAL Ml)J PRl<)ON ~N THl: AREA OF NGHIA LOUSED TO 
DETAIN POLITICAL PRISONERS BUT COULD PROVHJE NO DETAILS. FORMER 
COMMANDO Nlf:,t{f<-. HEARD Of A ~JR I SON IN THE NGHI A LO/ PHONG THO 
AREA FROM A t- t.L.LtJW COMMANDO 1 NMA T f. f~AME. Nl't-1'-( ~ WHO HAD A 
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RELATIVE IMPRISONED FOR AN UNKNOWN PERIOD AT THAT PRISON. THE 
PRISON HELD ETHNIC MINORITIES PERSONS IMPRISONED DURING THE 1957 
LAND REFORMS AND PERSONS AWAITING EXECUTION. THE PRISON WAS 
REPORTEDlY IN A CAVE. 
COMMENTS: INFORMATION ABOVE IS PROVIDED TO ASSIST IN FACILITY 
IDENTIFICAllON. 

PROJ: N/A 
COLL: NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. NO 
PREP: SEDGEWICK D. TOUR I SON. JR .• LiS- 14. SENIOR VM DES!<. ANALYST. 
VO-PW2 
A P P R : K • M • G A l N E. S , C 0 L , ll ~A F , U I , '.' lJ I·' W 

EVAL: NO 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: N/A 
WARNTNG: N/A 

BT 
#8441 
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NNDD 
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MSGNO 7 (PCXX) *08/06/86* *12:06:58;3.0* 
ZCZC 17:06:01Z (PC) 
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS3263 2181539· -RUEALGX. 

R 061539Z AUG 86 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 051832Z AUG 86 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//VO-PW// 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 
INFO RUEHBK/JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J233/J36// 
RUEHC/SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHINGTON DC 
RUEADWW/NSC WASHINGTON DC 
RUETIAA/DIRNSA FT MEADE MD 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHINGTON DC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUHQHQA/COMIPAC HONOLULU HI 
BT 
EZ1: 

EZ2: 
J954/VO-PW 

SERIAL: IIR 6-014-0014-86 
PASS: N/A 
COUNTRY: . VIETNAM ( VM) 
SUBJ: IIR 6-014-0014-86/QUYET TIEN PRISON 

PAGE 

WARNING: THIS IS AN INFO REPORT, NOT FINALLY .EVALUATED INTEL. 
DOI: 860406 (RO) 

SOURCE: VIETNAMESE IMMIGRANT SC WHO HAS BEEN A 
RELIABLE REPORTER TO DATE. 
SUMMARY: SOURCE DESCRIBES HIS OBSERVATIONS AT QUYET TIEN 
PRISON IN 1973-77. 
TEXT: 1. SOURCE WAS INCARCERATED IN AREA "0" AT QUYET TIEN 
DURING 1973-77. ALTHOUGH TRANSFERRED IN EARLY 1977 TO TUYEN QUANG 
WITH OTHER COMMANDOS HE FOUND HIMSELF ONE OF THE COMMANDOS SELECTED 
AS PART OF THE SECOND INCREMENT OF COMMANDO LABORERS WHO WERE 
RETURNED TO WORK BRIEFLY AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978. 
2. ALL NEW CONSTRUCTION OR CHANGES TO THE PRISON PROPER HAD 
CEASED BY EARLY 1977. SOURCE HEARD RUMORS FROM CAMP STAFF IN EARLY 
1977 TO THE EFFECT QUYET TIEN PRISON WAS SOON TO BE TRANSFERRED TO 
THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE FOR USE BY THE PEOPLE'S ARMY OF VIETNAM 
(PAVN). THE FIRST ARMED UNIFORMED PAVN APPEARED IN THE GENERAL 
AREA OUTSIDE THE PRISON IN EARLY 1977. THERE WERE NEVER MORE THAN 
SMALL GROUPS OF ARMED UNIFORMED TROOPS IN FATIGUE CLOTHING WHO 
SEEMED TO BE ONLY ON PATROL IN THE GENERAL AREA OF THE PRISON BUT 
DID NOT APPEAR TO BE STATIONED THERE AT THAT TIME. 
3. DURING 1976 AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS CONSTRUCTED NEAR THE 
PRISON TO PROVIDE WATER FOR NEARBY FIELDS GROWING ROW CROPS. THESE 
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FIELDS WERE TENDED BY POLITICAL/CRFMINAL INMATES ONLY. THIS SYSTEM 
WAS SUPERVISED BY DINH VAN SON, ONE OF THE COMMANDO INMATES 
DETAILED FROM THE FACILITY CONSTRUCTION UNIT (DOl XAY DUNG). THE 
IRRIGATION SYSTEM WAS NECESSARY BECAUSE THE AREA AROUND THE PRISON 
HAD NO WATER AVAILABLE LOCALLY TO SUPPORT AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION. 
4. IN EARLY 1977 ALMOST ALL INMATES TO QUYET TIEN WERE 
TRANSFERRED ELSEWHERE. ALL COMMANDOS WERE TRANSFERRED TO TUYEN 
QUANG PRISION TOGETHER WITH ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS. THE TRANSFER 
WAS GRADUAL OVER A TWO MONTH PERIOD. SOURCE WAS NOT SURE WHERE THE 
CRIMINALS WERE TRANSFERRED. THE ONLY SIZEABLE GROUP OF PRISONERS 
REMAINING AT QUYET TIEN WHEN THE LAST COMMANDOS DEPARTED WERE A 
GROUP OF FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAMED ARMED FORCES (RVNAF) 
PRISONERS IN THE AREA "K". SOURCE BELIEVED THE FORMER RVNAF 
OFFICERS ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN SHORTLY PRIOR TO THE DEPARTURE OF 
THE COMMANDOS. THE ONLY COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN AFTER APRIL 1977 
WERE FIVE COMMANDOS DETIALED TO REMAIN BEHIND AT QUYET TIEN TO 
ASSIST IN FACILITY MAINTENANCE. THEY INCLUDED DINH VAN SON, NGUYEN 
VAN TAN, NONG VAN HINH, NONG QUOC HAI, AND NGUYEN KHAC DINH. ALL 
THESE· INMATES WERE EVENTUALLY RELEASED FROM PRISON AND SOURCE MET 
OR HEARD OF THEM ALL LIVING IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM, PRIMARILY HO CHI 
MINH CITY, WHEN HE RELEASED FROM PRISON IN 1982. 
COMMENTS: SOURCE'S INFORMATION REGARDING QUYET TIEN IS IN GENERAL 
AGREEMENT WITH OTHER INMATES HELD AT QUYET TIEN DURING 1973-78. 

PROJ: N/A 
COLL: NONE 
INSTRU: U.S. NO 
PREP: SEDGEWICK D. TOURISON, JR., GS-14, SENIOR VK DESK ANALYST, 
VO-PW2 
APPR: KIMBALL M. GAINES, COL, USAF, CH, VO-PW 
EVAL: NO 
ENCL: N/A 
DISSEM: N/A 
WARNING: 

BT 
113263 
NNNN 
NNDD 
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DEPARTMENT OF-DEFENSE 

uCS ~ESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW ROOBK 4518 2540528 
R 1105051 SEP 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC·Z// 
INFO COR JCRC BARBERS PT HI CIA VASHDC 

AMEMBASSY lUALA LlJ4PUR USDAO BEIJING 
SECST ATE VASHDC//EAP IVLC/CA/OCS/EMR// 
SECOEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

SECTION 01 OF OZLIAIS(W BANGKOK TH 54518 

CITE: 3575 SEP 85 

SUBJECT: REINTERVIEV OF YN REFIXiEE 60 

REF: A. JCRC MSG RPT M85-051, DTG 0502401 AI.Ki 85. 
B. USDAO BANGlOl MSG, DTG 040421Z MAR 82. 
C. DIAIDC-2 MSG, DTG 011801l AI.Ki 85. 
D. DIA/DC-2 MSG. DTG 1Z1609Z AtXi 85. 

1. REF A REPORTED RESULTS Of INITIAl INTERVIEW OF 
SUBJECT REFUGEE AND IDENTIFIED HIM AS A FORMER INMATE Of 
QUYET TIEN PRIS€*. REF 8 PROVIDED RESULTS Of INTERVIEW 
OF .:S < REF C REQUESTED REitlTERVIEW OF REFUGEE 

'5 ~ C J TO OBTAiN HIS Kf«YYILEDGEABILITY Of 
A/~,<..AND REF D REQUESTED REJNTERVIEV Of SUBJECT REFlXiH 
CONCERNING QUYET liEN PRIS<* AHO 5 (_ 

Z. DURING RECENT INTERVIEV TRIP TO GALANG W£ DIS-
COVERED SC HAS RESffiLED TO THE U.S •• BUT Sst:. 
VAS REINT£RVI£V£D lAW THE ABOVE REFS. THE FOLLOIIING PARA-
GRAPHS REPORT THE RESULTS OF THAT REINTERVIEV vtHCH OC­
CURRED ON 31 AUGUST 1985 AT GALANG AND WAS CONDUCTED BY 
Tt04AS R. MClAY. 

3. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION VAS RELATED BY 
SOURCE TO INTERVlEV£R AS FACT. THE FUNCTIC* Of {mET TIEN 
VAS TO PROVIDE MAXIMUM SECURITY FOR COMMANDOS AND THE FOR­
MER.RVN POliTICAL FIGURES DEEMED DANGEROUS BY THE COMMUN-
ISTS. THEY WERE HELD IN QUYET liEN BECAUSE OF ITS STRING-
ENT SECURITY AND ISOLATED AUSTERE EHVIRONHENT. AT LEAST 
20 PEOPLE WERE TRANSFERRED TO QUYET TIEN FRC»> NAN HA, BUT 
OTHERS W£RE TRANSFERRED fR()I QUANG NINH. IN AUGUST 
1978, ALL lffiATES WERE MOVED TO EITHER THANH CAM OR 
THANH PHONG. THE CD4MANDOS VENT TO THANH POOHG. THE 
EVACUATION VAS NECESSARY TO AVOID THE tMPFNOING ATTACk 
OF CHINESE FORCES. CONCERHING #Ad£ 50URCE 
IMMEDIATJLY RECOGNIZED THE NAME AND CORRECTLY IDENTI­
FIED If/ FR<l4 A GROUP PHOTO. HE FIRST MET tfi IN HAM 
HA, VHERE THEY WERE BOTH It14ATES OF t-8 OR AREA B. 
BOTH VERE TRANSFERRED TO QUYET liEN AT THt ~E TIME. 
:SOORC£ VAS HELD IN QUYET liEN WITH LOI AS N WAS ONE 
OF THE 48 POLITICAL PRisa.ERS, AS WAS SOORCE. THEY 
WERE BOTH TRANSFERRED TO THANH CAM IN AUG 78. Jt/. ~AS 
RElEASED FROM RE-ED IN lATE 1980 OR EARLY 1981. tv 
TOLD SOURCE DURING THEIR JOINT CONFINEMENT THA~ HE WAS 
AN ARCHITECT. HIS FAMILY VAS ENTIRELY NORTHERN VIET­
NAMES£ BUT HE VAS THE CtllY ONE OF THE FAMILY TO GO SOUTH. 
IN 1954. HIS FATHER WAS A NORTHERN DJSTRICT CHIEF DUR-
ING THE ERA Of FRENCH DOMINATION. jV SPEAlS THE CE~­
iRAl DIALECT Of VIETNAMESE, AND UPON BEING ASl£0, IV 
TOlD SOURCE HIS FAMILY WAS ORIGINALLY FROM CENTRAl VI£T­
NAH BUT HAD MOV£D NORTH TO ACCEPT THE DISTRICT CHIEF 
POSITIDt ·HE ALSO TOLD SOORCE HE HAD MANY BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS WJ VERE WRUNG FOR THE SRV PUBLIC SECURITY 
SERVICE IN NORTH VIETNAM. HE TOLD SOURCE HE WAS ARRESTED 

ACTION DC-2(2) (U,P, 7 ,8,f) 
INFO CJCSU) J3(8) NIDS(') J4(4) J5(2) CMB QC(l) JSOAU) 

SECDEF :(') SECDEF(9) USDP01) ASD:PAU) USDP:DSAA( .C) 
NMIC(') AT-3(2) AT-100(1) 08-2(1) DB-ZC(l) DB-2C2(1) 
DS-4C1(1) OB-4D3(1) DIA{l) 

+SAFE 
SECIIONAU 1> 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 

56 

56 

---our TO ATTEMPTING TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM, NOT BECAUSE 
HE WORKED FOR THE RVN. OTHER IJ14ATES TOLD SOURCE ,J 
VAS ARRESTED FOR BEING A CONFIDENCE MAN, AS HE VAS IN­
VOLVED IN FALSELY ORGANIZING BOAT ESCAPES, TAliNG PAY-
MENT AND DISAPPEARING. AFTER THEIR TRANSFER TO THANH 
CAM, FRCM 231800 AlKi 78 UNTIL APRIL 1980, SOORCE,VA.C\ 
MANACLED IN ISOLATION AND HAD NO CONTACT VITH N 
UPON HIS RELEASE FROM lsqtATION, OTHER INMATES ADVISED 
SOURCE TO ~ SPEAK TO JU AS HE VAS DISCOV£RED BY THEM 
TO BE AN INFORMANT FOR THEIR CAPTORS. SOORCE HAD ll1 
FURTHER CCWTACT VITH N 
4. LATER, AlSO AT THANH CAM, SOURCE HEARD THAT 

JV .TAKEN A HELICOPTER AND HAD ESCAPED TO CHINA. 
CADRE lN THE CAMP SAID THEY HAD HEARDLOOE NEVS ON THE 
RADIO DURING AN ~PROXIMATE TVO vtEl BROADCAST FROM 
CHINA ON WHICH tJ SPOKE OOT AGAINST THE GUARDS SfECI· 
FJCAUY Of THE THANH CAM CAMP. THEY ALSO SAID N VAS 
ONE OF A SMAll GROUP VHO HAD ESCAPED VIA HELICOPTER. 
SOURCE ALSO HEARD IN 'AMP THAT ALlli/ J FAMilY WERE 
rnMMUNIST AND THAT It WAS ARRESTiu IN 1976-1977. ; 
iJ TOLD SOURCE THAT IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TAKEOVER, 
HE DROV£ A JEEP TO HANOI TO VISIT THE MAUSOLEllt OF t«> 
CHI MINH. HIS MOTHER CURRENTLY LIVES SQ4EWERE IN HANOI 
AND HE VAS RElEASED F~ THANH CAM DUE TO THE SPONSORSHIP 
OF HIS FAMILY. (NOTE: SOURCE CLEARLY DISPLAYED SlEPTI· 
CISM Of THE POSSIBiliTY Of A TRUE REFOOEE BEING ABLE TO 
SUCCESSFULLY FlEE FRCJ4 VIETNAM VIA sTOlEN HELICOPTER. AND 
FOUND IT STRANGE THE TVO W££lS BROADCAST SPECIFICALLY BT 

•. 
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01 121b09Z AUG 85 RR 

DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 

JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 

INFO CDR JCRC BARBERS POINT HI 

CIA WASHINGTON DC 

AMEMB KUALA LUMPUR MY 

USDAO BEIJING CH 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 

20,919/DC-2 

SUBJ: REQUEST FOR INTERVIEW 

REFS: A. USDAO BEIJING MSG DTG 120b28Z MAR 82 

B. DIA/DC-2 MSG DTG 011801Z AUG 85 

. c. JCRC LNB MSG DTG 050240Z AUG 85, SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-051 

1·. REF .A MSG FORWARDED RESULTS Of THE DEBRIEFING Of 

PASSENGERS AND CREW ON BOARD A UH-1H HELICOPTER WHICH FLED FROM 

VIETNAM {SRV} TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC Of CHINA iPRC} IN SEP 81 AND 

WERE INTERVIEWED BY JCRC IN EARLY 1982. THE MSG INCLUDED STATEMENTS 

FROM CONCERNING HEARSAY Of u.s. PWS HE CLAIMED TO HAVE 

OBTAINED FROM FORMER COMMANDOS WHILE ON PW WORK DETAILS WITH THEM AT 

QUYET TIEN PRISON, SRV, IN LATE 1977/EARLY 1978. REF 8 FORWARDED 

DIA/NMIC/VO/DC-2 

f. . 

SEDGWICK TOU~/qq?D8/12AUG85/PFD 

-
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RESULTS OF THE RECENT DIA/DC-2 INTERVIEW Of THREE FORMER OPS 34A 

COMMANDOS, ONE Of WHOM WAS IMPRISONED AT QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1978 

WITH THE CONTINGENT OF FORMER REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM ARMED FORCES 

{RVNAF} PWS. REF 8 ALSO INCLUDED INFORMATION FROM FORMER OPS 34A 

COMMANDO /1//ht[/£- WHO STATED THAT H/rtlt~ WAS A FORMER 

CIVIL ADMINISTRATOR WITH THE FORMER GOVERNMENT Of THE REPUBLIC OF 

VIETNAM {GVN} ACCORDING TO STATEMENTS HE MADE TO HIM AND OTHER 

INMATES WHILE AT QUYET TIEN. {DC-2 COMMENT: AS NOTED IN REF 8, 

K~ REVIEWED A PHOTOGRAPH DEPICTING THE INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWED IN 

1982 AT BEIJING, PRC, AND CLAIMING TO BE AV~~ ~Aw~ 

STATED THAT THE INDIVIDUAL HE OBSERVED IN THE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED TO 

BE Af~A~ AS REPORTED IN REF A, AfA4U~ STATED TO 

INTERVIEWERS IN BEIJING THAT HE IS A FORMER PRIVATE CIVILIAN 

CONTRACTOR.} REF C FORWARDED THE RESULTS Of JCRC INTERVIEW Of 

r/~A~ FORMER GVN FINANCE MINISTRY EMPLOYEt.DETAINED AT QUYET TIEN 

IN 1977-78, AND INTERVIEWED AT PULAU BIDONG, MY, ON 11 JUN 85. REF C 

SUGGESTS AV~~ IS KNOWLEDGEABLE CONCERNING THE IDENTITY Of 

GVN/RVNAF PERSONNEL IMPRISONED WITH COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN IN 

1977-78. 

2. REQUEST ~~~.BE REINTERVIEWED CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING 
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ASPECTS Of HIS DETENTION AT QUYET TIEN PRISON: 

A. WHAT WAS THE FUNCTION Of QUYET TIEN PRISON WHILE HE WAS 

DETAINED THERE? 

B. FROM WHICH PRISONS HAD THE. RVNAF /GVN PRISONERS COME FROM TO 

QUYET TIEN? WHY DID THEY LEAVE WHEN THEY DID? 

c. DETERMINE SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGEABILITY Of THE BACKGROUND Of 

A/II#~ AND HIS REEDUCATION CAMP CHRONOLOGY. DETERMINE THROUGH 

PHOTOGRAPH IDENTIFICATION If THE INDIVIDUAL WHO HAS IDENTIFIED 

HIMSELf TO JCRC AT BEIJING IS IN fACT AY~~ If SO, WHEN AND 

UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES WAS AV~~ RELEASED FROM THANH CAM PRISON? 

D. WHAT ACCOUNTS CONCERNING THE INCARCERATION OF THE COMMANDOS 

DID !V/bu£ HEAR WHILE AT QUYET TIEN? WERE THE COMMANDOS SAID TO 

HAVE B£EN IMPRISONED WITH AMERICANS? If SO, TO WHOM CAN THESE 

REMARKS BE ATTRIBUTED? WHO AMONG THE GVN/RVNAF PW CONTINGENT HAD 

CONTACT WITH THE COMMANDOS? 

3. DC-2 COMMENT: REF 8 ALSO PROVIDES BACKGROUND ON THE FUNCTION 

OF THE QUYET TIEN PRISON DURING 1977-78 AS OBTAINED FROM ~A~~ 

4. r POC IN DIA/DC-2 IS SEDGWICK TOURISON. 
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54 (PCXX) *08/05/85* *00:11:2a.1.0* 
ZCZC 05:10:20Z (PC) -
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170246· ·-RUEALGX. 

R 050246Z AUG 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 050240Z AUG 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT 
EZ1: 

SECTION 01 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 
EZ2: 
CITE: 3472 AUG 85 
SUBJ: JCRC REPORT &5-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 

FOUR AMERICANS OUT OF VIETNAM 
REF: A. JCRC MSG RPT d5-050, DTG 310712 JUL 85 (BY 

SAME SOURCE) 
B. JCRC RPT .85-052 
C. JCRC LTR RPT dS-163, DTD 16 MAY 85 

1 • SOURCE. NAME: S c. . DPOB: s:-1:> 

1936, THAI BINH; FORMER EMPLOYEE AT THE RVN FINANCE MINIS­
TRY, GENERAL OFFICE OF TAXES ON NGUYEN VAN TROI ST; PRESENT 
LOCATION: _ . S.b 
MALAYSIA; ID DATA: :E::.;D OOI: 30 APRIL 1985; INTER-
VIEWED BY: AN . . 0 DATE OF INTERVIEW: 
11 JUNE 85: OTHER: SOURCE DEPARTED VIETNAM ON 1 MAY 1985. 
HIS FINAL ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS S".b 

HCMC AND HE HAS TWO SONS AND 
THREE DAUGHTERS LIVING AT .:S:z::;, 

2. SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES HEARSAY INFORMATION OF 
THE REMAINS OF FOUR AMERICANS AND HIS WORK IN PLANNING TO 
SMUGGLE PORTIONS OF THESE REMAINS OUT OF VIETNAM. HE ALSO 
PROVIDES LIMITED INFORMATION OF QUIET TIEN PRISON AND COM­
MANDOS AND POLITICAL INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN THE 
FACILITY. END OF SUMMARY. 
3. INFORMATION. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RE-
LATED BY SOURCE TO INTERVIEWER AS FACT. IN MID-APRIL 1985, 
SOURCE MET FORMER FELLOW RE-EDUCATION INMATE NJft.tL. 

(ADDRESS UNKNOWN) AT SOURCE'S HOME AT ~~ 
HCMC, DURING WHICH 

VISIT #A1'/J(:.-RELATED TO HIM THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION. DUE 
TO HAVING HEARD A RUMOR THAT IF SOMEONE POSSESSES INFORMA­
TION OF MISSING AMERICANS THEY CAN OBTAIN ASSISTANCE IN 
LEAVING VIETNAM IN EXCHANGE FOR THE INFORMATION, ~~ 

ooo: 
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BEGAN TO SEARCH FOR INFORMATION Or'MISSING AMERICANS. 
lirff.UL. SHARED HIS INFORMATION WITH .SOURCE IN ORDER TO OB­
TAIN SOURCE'S HELP IN GETTING THE INFORMATION TO THE US 
GOVERNMENT. N~ GAVE SOURCE FOUR DOG TAGS AND FOUR 
MOLARS AND ALLOWED SOURCE TO V lEW A POTTERY URN WHICH WAS 
FULL OF WHAT HE CLAIMED WERE REMAINS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
DOG TAGS. SOURCE RECALLED LOOKING INTO THE URN AND SEE­
ING AN ASSORTMENT OF REMAINS WHICH WERE WHITE IN COLOR 
AND DID NOT APPEAR TO BE BROKEN UP. /Jbi.IC...TOLD SOURCE 
THAT THE REMAINS HAD BEEN DISCOVERED IN THE BAN ME THUOT 
AREA BY HIMSELF, A MAN NAMED TA VAN TY (ADDRESS NOT RE­
LATED TO SOURCE) AND ONE OTHER INDIVIDUAL (NOT IDENTIFIED) 
AND THAT ALL FOUR REMAINS HAD COME FROM THE SAME GENERAL 
AREA. NOTHING MORE CONCERNING THE CIRCUMSTANCES OF DIS­
COVERY WAS RELATED TO SOURCE. 
4. APPROXIMATELY ONE WEEK LATER, SOURCE WROTE THE 
INFORMATION FROM THE FOUR DOG TAGS ON THE INTERIOR OF 
A CLOTHING GARMENT OF A CHILD OF A WOMAN NAMED tJ~e 
(FULL NAME NOT RECALLED) WHO WAS SOON TO DEPART VIETNAM 
UNDER THE ORDERLY DEPARTURE PROGRAM TO RESETTLE POSSIBLY 
IN CALIFORNIA. SOURCE RECALLED THE WOMAN WAS TRAVELLING 
ONLY WITH HER TWO CHILDREN AND WENT TO BANGKOK ON 19 MAY 
1985. #ANti:: WAS NOT GIVEN THE TEETH BUT SHE DID AGREE 
TO PASS T··; INFORMATION TO THE USG. THE PLAN WAS FOR 
tvf..~·c. T: ::-.EPORT THE INFORMATION AND TO FIND OUT IF ANY OF 
THE FOUh NAMES WERE ACTUALLY MISSING AMERICANS, AND IF 
THEY WERE, SHE WAS TO WRITE TO SOURCE'S BROTHER,~~ 

AND SOURCE'S DAUGHTER, <;~TA . LIVING AT 
~ ..i> WHO WERE TO 

WRITE BACK TO SOURCE IN VIETNAM, WHEREUPON HE WOUJ.,D CON­
TACT Th~ WIFE OF DUY (STILL LIVING AT POSSIBLY HOUSE 

.D A-rA .. . . 
HCMC) WHO IS ALSO AN ODP APPLICANT. SHE WOULD THEN PRE-
PARE A LACQUER-WARE PICTURE BY DRILLING OUT FOUR HOLES IN 
WHICH TO SMUGGLE OUT THE FOUR MOLARS. SOURCE THEN HAD THE 
CHANCE TO ESCAPE FROM VIETNAM AND TURNED OVER HIS RESPON-
SIBILITY TO HIS BROTHER-IN-LAW, 5 ..b 

. . TAN BINH DISTRICT, HCMC. 
SOURCE THEN RETURNED THE FOUR MOLARS TO ~ SOURCE 
RECALLED TRANG'S MOTIVATION FOR ASSISTING HAVING BEEN 
BASED ON HER D£SIRE FOR HER PARENTS TO LEAVE VIETNAM WHEN 
THE US RETURNED .TO BRING OUT THE REMAINS. SOURCE DID NOT 
RECALL ANY INFORMATION FROM THE DOG TAGS. SOURCE RE­
QUESTED INTERVIEWER PROVIDE HIM WITH THE RESULTS OF THE 
DOG TAG INFORMATION INVESTIGATION (WHETHER OR NOT ACTUAL 
MIA CASES). 
5. NOTE: REF C REPORTED THE RESULTS OF JCRC INTER-
BT 
#6235 
HNNN 
NNDD 
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-- HSGNO 56 (PCXX} *08/05/85* *00:11:~8.3.8* 
ZCZC 05:10:20Z (PC} -
RTTCZYUW RUEKJCS6235 2170247· -RUEALGX~ 

R 050247Z AUG 85 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 050240Z AUG 85 
FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO . -:tQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI/ I J2/ J3/ J36/ I 
RUEKJ~ .. lDIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
BT 
EZ1: 

SECTION 02 OF 02 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 46235 
EZ2: 
CITE: . 3472 AUG 85 
SUBJ: JCRC REPOR"' d5-051, PLANS TO SMUGGLE REMAINS OF 
VIEW WITH ODP APPLICANT S C!_ WHO REPORTS 
DOG TAG INFORMATION OF FOUR INDIVIDUALS WHICH SHE CLAIMED 
WAS PASSED TO HER BY A MAN NAMED TINH WHO LIVED AT 
.~ HCMC. 

6. . SOURCE PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION CON-
CERNING QUYET TIEN PRISON. THE QUYET TIEN PRISON CAMP 
WAS LOCATED NEAR QUYET TIEN (V}, MEO VAC (D), HA TUYEN 
(P) AND WAS LOCATED ON THE TOP OF A MOUNTAIN OF 1147 
METERS ELEVATION. THE CAMP WAS APPROXIMATELY FOUR K.ILO­
KETEf.. ·-ROM THE CHINESE/VIETNAMESE BORDER (AS THE. CROW 
FLIE .:~')URCE RECALLED THERE WAS ONLY ONE ROAD LEADING 
INTO Tj "·. :... •MP WHICH WAS BORDERED ON BOTH SIDES BY A TALL 
MOUNTAIN, GIVING THE APPEARANCE TO ONE WHO ENTERED THE 
AREA THAT HE WAS PASSING THROUGH A GIANT GATE, HENCE THE 
CAMP NICKNAME "CONG TROI", MEANING GATE TO THE SKY. 
''1. SOURCE WAS HELD IN QUYET TIEN FROM 25 DECEMBER 
1977 UNTIL HIS TRANSFER TO THANH CAM 90A IN AUGUST 1978. 
THE CAMP COMMANDER WAS CAPTAIN LANG WHO WAS APPROX 40-45 
YOA AT THAT TIME. THE MAJORITY OF THE CAMP CADRE WERE 
PEOPLE FROM THE TAY, THAI AND HEO ETHNIC MINORITIES. 
SOURCE WAS HELD WITH APPROX 15-16 COMMANDOS, SOME OF WHOM 
HE HAS FORGOTTEN THEIR NAMES, BUT HE DID RECALL THE 
FOLLOWING COMMANDOS: 
- NGUY~·r VAN LUYEN, CAPTAIN, TEAM LEADER, DATE OF CAP-
TURE: ·~ 961, APPROX 52-53 YOA; . 
- NGrriEN VAN HINH, 2LT, CAPTURED IN 1963, APPROX 4~ YOA; 
- KHOAH, SGT, CAPTURED IN 1962, APPROX 45 YOA; 
- TAM, SGT, APPROX 50; 
- TO, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 
- THANH, SGT, APPROX 42 YOA; 
- THANG, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 
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-TUNG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 
- HINH, SGT, APPROX 50 YOA; 
- DINH, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA; 
- THUY, SGT, APPROX 42-45 YOA; 
-QUANG, SGT, APPROX 40 YOA. 
JCRC NOTE: ALL ABOVE AGES WERE COMPUTED BY SOURCE AS 
PRESENT AGE IN 1985. 
8. IN AUGUST 1978, SOURCE AND THE 47 FELLOW POLITI-
CAL PRISONERS JOINED WITH APPROX 50 COMMANDOS, BOARDED 
TWO TRUCKS AND WERE TRANSFERRED. SOURCE ONLY RECALLS 
COMING TO AN INTERSECTION PRIOR TO ARRIVAL AT THANH CAM 
WHERE THE TRUCK CARRYING THE COMMANDOS SPLIT OFF AND DID 
NOT GO TO THANH CAM AS DID SOURCE. SOURCE WAS ALLOWED NO 
CONTACT WITH THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN QUYET TIEN BUT RECALLS 
HEARING THEY WERE HELD IN VERY CROWDED CELLS WHICH RE­
SULTED IN THE DEATH OF 20 OR 30 OF THEM. THE BODIES OF 
COMMANDOS WHO DIED IN QUYET TIEN WERE BURIED ON THE BA THEN 
HILL BEHIND THE CAMP, WHICH WAS SO-NAMED AFTER THE NAME OF 
A LOCAL ETHNIC MEO TRIBESMAN. SOURCE ALSO HEARD THAT AT 
THE TIME OF THEIR TRANSFER, APPROX 7-8 COMMANDOS WERE LEFT 
BEHIND IN QUYET TIEN. CADRE EXPLAINED THEY WOULD BE MOVED 
TO JOIN.THE OTHERS LATER. 
9. SOURCE ALSO RECALLED THE NAMES AND POSITIONS OF 
45 OF TF- "POLITICAL" INMATES WITH WHOM HE WAS HELD IN 
QUYET TlEh (LIST TO BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY). THE INMATES 
OF SOURCE'S ELEMENT WERE ALL ETHNIC SOUTHERNERS WHO HAD 
BEEN MOVED SEPARATELY FROM SEVERAL DIFFERENT CAMPS IN THE 
SOUTH. MANY OF THE GROUP WERE FORMER RVNAF CAPTAINS AND 
·MAJORS, BUT THE GROUP ALSO INCLUDED CIVILIANS AND APPROX 
12 RVNAF CHAPLAINS. SOURCE NEVER HEARD OF A QUlET TIEN A \ 
OR B AS HA~ BEEN PREVIOUSLY REPORT~D AND STilTED THERE IS ~ RV.t · 
OHLY ONE QUYET TIEN CAMP. 

BT 
#6235 
NNNN 
NHDD 

PAGE 000; 
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--- MSGNO 72 (PCXX) *07/25/85* *00:03:53.5.1* 
ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) 
RTTSZYUW RUEKJCS4119 2060318~ ·-RUEALGX. 

R 250318Z JUL 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 250307Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
IHFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC //DC-2// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/HR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC//DDO/EA/VCL// 
BT 
EZ1: 

OOOi 
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<> SECTION 01 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH <><>44119<><> 
CITE: 3443 JULY 85 
EZ2: 
SUBJ: JCRC REPORT .85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 

PRISON IN NVN 
REF: A. JCRC MSG RPT .85-048 (BY SAME SOURCE) 

B. DIA/ DC-2 MSG, DTG 041517Z JUN 85 
1. SOURCE. NAME: S c_. DPOB: S~ 43, 

S D FORMER ARVN 
CAPTAIN; MR 3 IG, SERVICE NUMBER s:.J:::, PRESENT LOCA-

. TION: ~ 
ID DATA: ~ DOI: 1980; INTERVIEWED ON ~0 JUNE 
1985 BY .liN OTHER: SOURCE'S FINAL 
ADDRESS IN VIETNAM WAS SJ> BIEN 
HOA WHERE HE LIVED WITH HIS WIFE AND HER TWO AMERASIAN 
DAUGHTERS. 
2. SUMMARY. SOURCE PROVIDES INFORMATION OF A 
HONG KONG CITIZEN REPORTEDLY WHO WAS IN THE EMPLOY OF THE 
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY AND IS HELD PRISONER IN THANH 
PHONG RE-EDUCATION CAMP. SOURCE ALSO PROVIDES INFORMA­
TION OF COMMANDOS HE MET WHILE IN CAPTIVITY. END SUMMARY. 
3. THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION WAS RELATED TO IN-
TERVIEWER BY SOURCE AS FACT. SOMETIME IN 1980, WHILE 
SOURCE WAS HELD CAPTIVE IN THE THANH PHONG RE-EDUCATION 
CAMP, HE FIRST MET A HONG KONG CITIZEN NAMED ~ ~-

WAS APPROXIMATELY 60 YOA AND SPOKE ONLY A 
LITTLE VIETNAMESE. SOURCE IS ETHNIC CHINESE SO THEY .BE­
FRIENDED EACH OTHER, SPEAKING IN THEIR COMMON TONGUE, 
CANTONESE. t{MJt_ TOLD SOURCE HE WAS A SCHOONER CAPTAIN 
AND HAD WORKED FOR THE ISLAND NAVIGATION COMPANY_..AND THE 
VINNANY SHIPPING COMPANY AND HAS A FRIEND, r"14A-\C . 
VHO WORKED FOR THE U.S. NEWS AND WORLD REPORT IN HONG 
KONG. HIS ADDRESS IN HONG KONG WAS 't:>A-rA-
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NGUYEN AP 9 PING SAN THOH 
YAH, SAN CHUON. HIS WIFE'S NAME IS:- IJ -~~ 

AND HAS A DAUGHTER NAMED /1/4---'n~ PRO-
VIDED SOURCE WITH A SECOND ADDRESS: J) A -f-4 

D I' -r94. 
4. 11/fN.IL TOLD SOURCE HE WAS BEING HELD AS AN IN-
TERNATIONAL SPY AND PREVIOUSLY WORKED FOR THE US CIA, 
HAVING BEEN ISSUED THE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER DAIA BY 
THE CIA. HE TOLD SOURCE THAT HIS COMMERCIAL VESSEL WAS 
UNDER REPAIR IN JAPAN FOR AN ESTIMATED THREE MONTHS, SO 
DURING THE LAY-OVER, HE ASKED PERMISSION AND WAS GRANTED 
PERMISSION (FROM WHICH COMPANY, UNK) TO TRAVEL TO VIET-

·NAM. HE PROCEEDED ON TO VIETNAM WITH THREE OTHER 
ACQUAINTANCES (NOT CREW MEMBERS) AND ENDED UP IN PHU BAI 
WHERE HE ENGAGED HIMSELF AS A TAILOR MAKING CLOTHES FOR 
AMERICAN TROOPS WHO WOULD BUY THEM TO SEND HOME. HE 
WORKED AS SUCH FOR ONE MONTH BEFORE TET 1968. DURING 
THE TET 68 ATTACKS, HE WAS LIVING AT THE HUONG GIANG 
HOTEL IN HUE WHICH WAS INITIALLY ATTACKED BY ARTILLERY. 
HE ESCAPED INJURY AND EVADED TO THE MILITARY POST AT PHU 
BAI WHERE HE WAITED OUT THE ATTACKS. AFTER THE MAIN AT­
TACKS, HE RETURNED TO HUE, BUT WAS INTERCEPTED AND CAP-
TURED ENROUTE RETURNING TO THE HOTEL. ONE OF THE FOUR 
PEOPLE WHICH COMPRISED ~~~ GROUP WAS VISITING A VIET­
NAMESE FRIEND ELSEWHERE AND WAS NOT PRESENT, SO ONLY 
AflrU./t. AND TWO ACQUAINTANCES, A/ A ~ ~..S 

(ALSO CHINESE WORKING AS TAILORS) WERE CAPTURED. 
THE THREE WERE CAPTURED WHILE WALKING ON FOOT. AFTER 
THREE DAYS MARCH, THEY ARRIVED AT A PRISONER CAMP.WHICH 
WAS RUN BY PAVN. LATER THEY WERE TAKEN TO NVN IN A TRUCK 
CONVOY ON THE HO CHI MINH TRAIL AND WERE ATTACKED BY 
SKYRAIDERS. N~fi- WAS WOUNDED IN HIS UPPER ARM. THE 
WOUND DID NOT PROPERLY HEAL AND#~ NEVER REGAINED 
NORMAL RANGE OF MOTION OF HIS ARM. rJMti.. WAS TRANSFERRED 
TO CENTRAL PRISON NUMBER 3 IN NGHE TINH ONE DAY PRIOR TO 
SOURCE'S ARRIVAL AT THE PRISON IN OCTOBER 1982. 
5. IN ACCORDANCE WITH REF B, SOURCE PROVIDED 
THE FOLLOWING NAMES OF COMMANDOS, ALL OF WHOM HE MET AT 
K-1 , THANH PHONG. 
A. NGUYEN VAN LUYEN, CAPTAIN, TM LDR, DATE OF CAPTURE 
(DOC) 1960, AS OF 19 HAY 84," STILL AT CENTRAL PRISON 
HUMBER 3 (CP-3). 
B. TRAH OR NGUYEN VAN DINH, SGT, TM LDR, DOC 19611, RE-
LEASED IN 1982. 
BT 
#11119 
HHHN 
NNDD 
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MSGNO 77 (PCXX) *07/25/85* *00:03:5~9.6* 
ZCZC 05:02:04Z (PC) -

R 250320Z JUL 85 
FH JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 250307Z JUL 85 
FH JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
RUEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC 
BT 
EZ1: 

PAGE 

SECTION 02 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH ~~119 
CITE:' 3~4 3 JULY 85 
EZ2: 
SUBJ: JCRC REPORT 85-049, COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 
C. NGUYEN DINH THUY, 2LT, TM LDR, DOC 1963, AS OF 
19/5/84, STILL AT CP-3. 
D. NGUYEN VAN BANG, SGT, COMMUNICATOR, DOC 1962, AS 
OF 19/5/84, STILL AT CP-3. 
E. HUA VAN KHIH, SGT, COMMUNICATOR, DOC 1963, AS OF 
19/5/84, STILL AT CP-3. 
F. HUYNH CONG THANH, PV2, DOC 1961, AS OF 19/5/84, STILL 
AT CP-3. 
G. TRAN OR NGUYEN VAN TAM, SGT, TM LDR, ARTIST, ETHNIC 
SOUTH VIETNAMESE (NOTE: THEREFORE NOT SOURCE OF JCRC 
RPT M85-044), DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED LIVING IN HCMC. 
H. TRAN VAN DINH, SGT , TM LOR, DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 
I. LUU NGHIA LUONG, SGT, DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 
J. HA SON, SGT, TM LDR, DOC 1964; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING-IN HCMC. 
K. HA VAN TAN, FROGMAN, DOC 1963; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. 
L. NGUYEN KINH, FROGMAN, DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN HCMC. t 

M. LUU NGHIA (FNU), FROGMAN, DOC 1962; 1982-83 RELEASED 
LIVING IN.HCMC. 
N. TRIEU CHI KIEN, LY HAU SON AND LUONG MINH PHAT~ 
CHINESE {HONG KONG) TAILORS, DOC 1967; HELD IN CP-3 AS 
OF 1984. 
0. TRAN CHI HIEN, 2LT, TM LDR, TAIWANESE COMMANDO, DOC 
1965; HELD IN CP-3 AS OF 198~. 
P. TWELVE ADDITIONAL TAIWANESE COMMANDOS (NAMES UNK) 

0022 
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INCLUDING 2 X MAJ, 3 X CAPT AND 1 X 2LT, ALL OF WHOM ARE 
STILL IMPRISONED IN CP-3. -
Q. PLUS APPROXIMATELY 12-13 LAO COMMANDOS INCLUDING 
VAHG CHU AND VANG CHA (5 '9" WHITE SKINNED MILD MANNERED 
POSSIBLY MIXED PARENTAGE) WHO WERE STILL HELD AT CP-3 
AS OF 1984. 
6. ; SOURCE HEARD FROM NAA~(THE TAILOR) THAT AT 
SOME POINT IN HIS INCARCERATION, AT QUYET TIEN, HE HAD 
BEEN HELD WITH AMERICANS, EXPLAINING HE WAS ABLE TO CON­
VERSE WITH SOME OF THEM VIA HORSE CODE TAPPING {NFI). 
SO~CE UNDERSTANDS THE COMMANDOS HAD BEEN HELD IN QUYET 
TIEN, THEN PHU LU, THEN PHONG QUANG, THEN THANH PHONG 
AND THEN CP-3. 
7. ) SOURCE WAS HELD IN K-2 THANH PHONG FROM 1979-
80 AND K- 1 THANH PHONG FROM 1 980-0CTOBER 1982. HE MET 
THE COMMANDOS WHILE IN K-1 • DURING THIS TIME, SOME 
COMMANDOS WERE GIVEN CONG NHAN DEU { COONG NHAAN DEEUR) 
STATUS (TRANSLATED, MEANS VILE OR VULGAR WORKER) WHICH 
MEANS THEY PERFORMED BASICALLY THE SAME TYPE OF PRISONER 
LABOR BUT IN A DIFFERENT LOCATION AND WERE PAID APPROX 20 
DONG PER MONTH, SOMETIMES VARYING DEPENDING UPON WORK 
PRODUCTION. THEY WERE GIVEN ONE MONTH LEAVE ANNUALLY AND 
WERE ALLOWED TO GO HOME. HOST ETHNIC VIETNAMESE DID NOT 
RETURN AFTER THEIR LEAVE BUT ESCAPED INSTEAD. ONLY THE 
TAIWANESE RETURNED AS THEY HAD NO FAMILY SUPPORT SYSTEM 
IN COUNTRY TO ASSIST IN EVADING RE-ARREST. THE WORK ·AREA 
FOR THE CONG NHAN DEU WAS APPROX 10 KM LONG AND WAS CALLED 
"KHU SAN XUAT THANH LAM" OR THANH LAM PRODUCTION AREA. 

-AFTER THE FIRST WAVE OF INMATES FAILED TO RETURN FROM 
LEAVE, THE WORK AREA WAS GREATLY REDUCED FOR ENHANCEMENT 
OF .SUPERVISION, EACH PLATOON OF 20-30 INMATES WAS MANAGED 
BY ARMED CADRE, AND A DAILY HEAD COUNT WAS CONDUCTED AT 
2100 HRS. THE AREA WAS LOCATED APPRO X 15 KM FROM THANH 
PHONG. SOURCE WAS NOT AWARE OF IT EVER HAVING BEEN CALLED 
K-4. NO CONG NHAN' S WERE EVER MOVED FROM THANH LAM AC-
CORDING TO SOURCE'S KNOWLEDGE. THEY REMAINED AT THANH LAM 
BT 
#4119 
NNNN 
NNDD 

PAGE 002: 
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--- MSGNO 78 {PCXX} *07/25/85* *00:03:5M.1.2* 
ZCZC 05:02:04Z {PC} 
RTTSZYtiw RUEKJCS4119 2060320- ·RUEALGX. 

R 250320Z JUL 85 
FM JCS WASHINGTON DC 
INFO RUEALGX/SAFE 
R 250307Z JUL 85 
FM JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH 
TO RUHQBPA/CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
INFO RUHQHQA/USCINCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
RuEKJCS/SECDEF WASHDC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA// 
RUEADWW/WHITEHOUSE WASHDC//NSC/MR CHILDRESS// 
RUEAIIA/CIA WASHDC . 
BT 
EZ1: 

PAGE 002• 

SECTION 03 OF 03 LIAISON BANGKOK TH 44119 
CITE·: 3443 JULY 85 
EZ2: 
SUBJ: JCRC REPORt 85-049 , COMMANDOS, CHINESE HELD IN 
{INCLUDING A GOOD NUMBER OF TAIWANESE) WHEN OTHERS WERE 
MOVED FROM THANH PHONG TO CP-3. SOURCE HEARD AN IN-CAMP 
RUMOR THAT THE VANG PAO LAO COMMANDOS WOULD ALSO BE MOVED 
TO CP-3 AND THAT SRV OFFERED THEM TO THE LAO GOVT, BUT 
LAOS HAD YET TO ACCEPT THEIR RELEASE AND RETURN. 
8. SOURCE, WHEN ASKED BY INTERVIEWER, RECOGNIZED 

·BY NAME THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AND PROVIDED THE FOLLOW-
ING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ABOUT THEM: . 
A. QUAC~ THUC, NUNG MINORITY, SPOKE CHINESE AND NORTH 
VIETNAMESE, WAS A FORMER MEMBER OF A MILITANT SECT TO 
FREE MAINLAND CHINA FROM MAO TSE DUNG, FOUGHT AGAINST 
THE FRENCH, AND WAS FORMER MBR OF THE ARVN 5TH DIVISION. 
B. HAl, RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER. 
C. NGUYEN VAN TUNG, RELEASED, IS A NORTHERNER, IS HARD 
OF HEARING AND NOW LIVES IN HCMC. 
D. HANH, RELEASED, WAS FROM NGHE AN (P), LIVES IN HCMC. 
E. NGUYEN CAO SON, TM LDR, IS A NORTHERNER, RELEASED. 
F. HOANG VAN CHUONG, RELEASED, LIVES IN HCMC AND WORKED 
AS A DISCIPLINARY CADRE FOR THE COMMUNISTS WHILE AN 
INMATE. 
9. SOURCE, AFTER RELEASE, ONLY MET TWO RELEASED 
COMMANDOS, BOTH TOGETHER, IN HCMC AT THE CHO ONG TA 
MARKET. ONE WAS EITHER A/ .AMES (FAMILY 
NAME NOT RECALLED) AND THE OTHER INDIVIDUAL'S NAME ·NOT 
RECALLED. SOURCE ONLY KNOWS OF COMMANDOS CURRENTLY HELD 
IH TWO LOCATIONS, THANH LAM AND CP-3. 
10. SOURCE HAS A SISTER, NkM.~ 1 WHO, IN 1972, 
WAS MARRIED TO A US SOLDIER WITH WHOM SHE LIVED AT 1245 

.J:> A- --r- A HE HAS HAD NO 
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CONTACT WITH HER. 

BT 
#4119 
NNNN 
HNDD 

PAGE 002 



JOINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CENTER 
LIAISON OFFICE 

. -·~ . ~:.r 
,_f.'l_V_YfVl ~-AL AMERICAN EMBASSY 

.. APO SAN FRANCISCO~ ·t1 ~ (~v. 
I I 

FROM: JCRC-LNB 
TO: Commander , JCRC 

SUBJ: Re-ed Camp Sketches 

Source: 
a. Name: ~C.... 

b. DOB: 5b 1932 

Ref: RPT ~ 84-139 
22 January 1985 

c. POB: S...b Ha Tinh {P) 
d. Former position: Cpl, Special Forces, Service Number ~ 
e. Present location: ~~ 
f. Identification data: ~ 

g. DOI: i963-1980 
h. Date of interview:- 14 December 1984 
i. Name of interviewer: Mr. Garnett E. Bell 

Source, a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen", 
provided information concerning the prison/re-education camp system. 

Information: ·· 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October 1963 to 25 April 1964. Sour~e was held at Quyet ~ien Prison 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was held 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-education_be did not observe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visi~ny camps where Source was held. 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source was 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held inside for 
four months and did not see the outside of the prison. 

Inclosures {3) 
1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 
2. Sketch of Lao Cai 
3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 

.·.f 
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10/26/82 15:44 CRT 33 L A- P~GE 1 
ROUTINE -- CONFII fiAL -- CENSER MESSAGE'-- 5649 c· 'ACTERS: 
REFERENCE FROM US1r.-t.O BANGKOK, SSN 6812 AT 26 0620Z vJT82 
ROUTING ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

TERR WEUL CHSA ASPC 
PRINTER ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

COlt< 1>, C015( 0, D010( 0, 
SUBJECT ASSIGNED BY MSS: 

DG9, CREF, w~UL. USDAO, MACAO, FRANCE, TAIWAN, 
REFUGEE, SE AS lA, TERRORIST, 

DICTIONARY: G9, PROFILE: 
137 193 209 235 283 299 311 316 343 382 

NMIC-AUTODIN MSG NUMBER: 
263-025436 

CDSN = NSS473 MCN = 82299/01107 
EZ01: 
RTTCZYUW RTIMTBKA 6812 2990625· 

~Lu~: 

R 260620Z OCT 82 
FM USDAO BANGKOK 

TOR = 822990638 

·-RUEKDIC. 

TO RUEKJCS/DIA WASHINGTON DC//DI-E2// 
INFO RUHQ.BPA/JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
RUHQHQA/CIIiCPAC HONOLULU HI//J2/J3/J36// 
RUMJNG/USDLO HONG KONG 
RUEA I I A/CIA W ASHDC. 
BT 

. SECTION 01 OF 03 BANGKOK 56812 
.l!d..ua: 
EZ04: 
CITE: I 3346 OCT 82. 
SUBJ : REFUGEE 
EZ05: 
REF: A. DTD 23 JUL 82, SUBJ: 
ORGANIZATION AND IN:ftJ..ATES OF TAN LAP PRISON, VINH PHU PRo-
VINCE, FORMER DETENTION SITE FOR U.S. POW'S <NOT AVAIL-
ABLE TO JCRC-LflO> • 

R •. DIA/DI-E2 ~lliSSAGE, DTG 100043Z AUG 82. 
1. REF A TRANSMITTED HEARSAY INFO THAT UNSPECIFIED 
NUMBER OF U.S. POW'S WERE DETAiNED AT TAN LAP PRISON UP 
TO 1973 <NFI>. REF B WAS DIA REQUEST FOR IN'IERVIEW OF 
REFUGEE 5C _ WHO SUPPLIED SOME OF THE INFO REPORTED 
IN RFF L\. 

2. REFUGEE 5 c._ w·AS INTERVIE~'IED 
AT ARGYLE 3 CAMP, HONG KONG, ON 10 OCTOBER 82 AND PROVIDED 
THE FOLLOWING RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS POSED IN REF B: 
A. PHU THO PRISON 1964-65; LOCATED AT SONG THAO <D> 
VINH PHU (FORMERLY PHU THO>< P) • NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP 
IN 1966, WAS FOR1'1ERLY A PRISON FOR NORTHERN POLITICAL 
PRISONERS <CHINH TRI PHAM>. FROM 64-65, HELD APPROX 120 
COIDIANDOS ( BIET KICH>. AFTER COriMUNIST TAKEOVER IN 1975, 
WAS USED FOR DETENTION OF APPROX 3000 FORMER ARVN WHO WERE 
HELD IN AREAS 4, 5, 6, AND 7. CO WAS PUBLIC SECURITY l'IAJOR 
< CONG AN-BNV> CAO TBUY. WHEN NAME CHANGED TO TAN LAP, AN 
ADDITIONAL SECTION CONSISTED OF AREAS 
<KHU> 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, AND 7 <6 WAS CLOSED). SONG THAO 
DISTRICT TOWN IS 3 OR 4 KM FROM CLOSEST SECTION AND APPROX 
10 KM FROM FARTHEST SECTION OF CAMP. 

B. Q.UYET TIEN. SOURCE HELD AT O.T FROM JULY 65 UNTIL 
FEB 71 AND AGAIN FROM APPROX AUG 73 UNTIL JAN 76. SOURCE' 
STATED THAT LETTERS OVER ENTRANCE GATE < TCTQ.T) STOOD FOR 
TRA I CAO TAO Q.UYET T I EN AND NUMBERS 1964 WERE FOR THE YEAR 
1964. SOURCE HEARD <FROM FELLOW INMATE NGUYEN HUU DANG, 
CHAIRMAN OF DAI VIET PARTY> THAT THE CAMP BAD BEGUN CON­
STRUCTION SINCE 1961 BUT THAT THE MASONRY WALL AND ENTRANCE 
GATE WERE FINALLY COMPLETED IN 1964, THUS THE YEAR 1964 
·ABOVE THE GATE. THE GATE WAS CALLED CONG TROI <GATE TO 
HEAVEN>. AFTER DEMONSTRATING THAT HE WAS FAMILIAR Wim THE 
LAYOUT, SOURCE WAS SHOWN AN ACCURATE SKETCH OF Q.T RE-ED CAl'IP 
<WITHOUT NOTATIONS> AND DE INDICATED THE FOLLOWING, BASED 
UPON HIS MEMORY. AREA 11 K 11 ON SKETCH Wft..S CALLED AREA 11 A II 

AND HELD OrtLY POLITICAL PRISONERS. AREA "A" ON SKETCH WAS 
CALLED AREA "F" AND HELD RVN COMMANDOS. SOURCE SAID THAT 
THE BUILDING ON SKETCH INDICATING AREA 11 K SVN COMMANDOS 
CAPTURED 1968 AND LATERu'tf-AS ACTUALLY THE DISPENSARY FOR 
AREA • A • <AREA nK• ON SKETCH> • SOURCE SAID THAT A THATCHED 
ROOF. CONFERENCE HALL WITH AIR VENTS AT THE EAVES WAS 
STARTED IN UTE 1974 AND COMPLETED IN MID 1975 <AROUND THE 
TlME OF LIBERATION>. THE CONFERENCE BUILDING WAS CONSTRUCT-
ED IN THE OPEN AREA TO THE REAR OF THE MAIN ENTRANCE 
GATE. SOURCE SAID THAT THE AREA AT THE REAR OF CAMP SHOWN 



-···:. 

10/26/82 15:44 CRT 33 L ~ 0 AGE 
AS "'WORK AREA II 0 lKETCH WAS A SEWING ARIA WHERE PI CUT 
SECTIONS OF CLOTh-FROM THE HA GIANG COOPERATIVE W&ftb· 
BROUGHT FOR FINAL SEWING. EACH INMATE BAD A QUOTA OF 4-5 
SETS PER DAY. THOSE WHO DID NOT MEET QUOTA ~"ERE PLACED IN 
DISCIPLINARY CELL WITH LESS OR NO RATIONS. <SOURCE'S 
DEPICT I ON OF DISC I PL I NARY AREA MATCHES S}{ETCH PROVIDED BY 
DIA.) SOURCE SAID THAT WORK AREA ON SKETCH DEPICTED AS 
"WORK AllEA FOR SVN COMMANDOS CAPTURED 68 AND LATER" WAS A 
LUMBER MILLING AREA FOR BOAT OPERATORS AND FROGMEN 
CAPTURED FROM 65 TO 68. SOURCE STATED THAT THERE WERE 
NUMEROUS DEATHS DUE TO EXHAUSTION AND .MALNUTRITION IN THAT 
AREA. SOURCE 'WAS NOT PLACED IN AREA "0", SHOWN AS ''DEATH 
ROW" ON D lA SKETCH, UNTIL HIS SECOND TOUR AT QT. SOURCE 
STATED THAT DURING INITIAL TOUR AT QT WHENEVER ANYONE 
ENTERED OR DEPARTED AREA "0 •, ALL INMATES HELD WITH SOURCE 
<AREA "A" ON DIA SKETCH> WERE REQUIRED ·TO SIT DOWN ON THE 
FLOOR AFTER A CADRE PLACED BLANKETS OVER THE· WINDOWS TO 
PREVENT OBSERVATION OF AREA "0". SOURCE STATED THAT AREA 
"0" WAS EMPTY AS OF 1971. AFTER THE SIGNING OF THE PARIS 
AGREEMENTS SOURCE WAS RETURNED TO Q.T AND PLACED IN AREA "0" 
FOR TWO YEARS. <SOURCE SPECULATED THAT HE WAS RETURNED 
SINCE THE DRV DID NOT CONSIDER HIM AS BEING ELIGIBLE FOR 
REPATRIATION ALONG WITH REGULAR ARVN TROOPS BECAUSE OF HIS 
PREVIOUS "SPECIAL OPERATIONS" INVOLVEMENT.> WHILE HELD IN 
AREA "0" SOURCE WAS REQUIRED TO INFORM THE GUARD TOWER EACH 
TIME HE MOVED AROUND THE AREA INCLUDING EACH TIME HE WENT 
TO THE LATRINE. SOURCE OBSERVED A SMALL WORK AREA IN AREA 
"0" ~1UCH HAD BEEN USED PREVIOUSLY AS A MILLING ROOM FOR 
SAWING TIMBER BUT SOURCE DID NOT 'vORK THERE. DURING SOURCE' 
PERIOD OF DETENTION HE AND OTHER INMATES 'WERE MOVED 
THROUGH A DOOR IN THE ·WALL BETWEEN AREA "0" AND THE WORK 
BT 
EZ06: 
ACTION DI-E2< *> < M> 
INFO DJS:(*) CJCS<*> J3<:::> NIDS(*) SAGA<*> J3:NJI1CC<*> 

J4<*> J5<*> C3S<*> SECDEF:(*) SECDEF<*> USDP<**> 
ASD:PA<*> ASD:PABE<*> DI-1<*> DI-2<*> NMIC(l) 

#6812 

NNNN 
EZ07: 

RTS 2B<*> OS<*> OS-1<*> OS-3B<*> SWS<*> DC-4A<*> 
AT<*> AT-X<*> DIO<*> VP-A2 FRD<*> DE<*> DB-2<*> 
DB-2B<*> DB-2C<*> DB-4A<*> DB-503<*> DT-1<*> DIA<*> 
DB-6D<*> DT-5<*> 

+CSA WASHINGTON DC 
+CNO WASHINGTON DC 
+CSAF WASHINGTON DC 
+Cl'IC CC .'WASHINGTON DC 
+HQ. AFOSI BOLLING AFB DC 

TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 1 
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
vCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW RUEKJCS6047 2141320 
R 011B01Z AUG 85 
FM DIA WASHINGTON DC//DC-2// 
TO CDR JCRC BARBERS PT HI 
WFO JCRC LIAISON BANGKOK TH CIA WASHINGTON DC 

SECSTATE WASHINGTON OC//EAP/VLC/CA/OCS/EMR/1 
SECDEF WAsHINGTON OC//OASD-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

SECTION D1 OF·02 
20,870/DC-2 

SUBJ: REPORT OF INTERVIEW 
REFS: A. USOAO BEIJING 120628Z MAR 82. 

II JCRC LIAISON Z40216l JUL 85. 
1. SUMMARY: A GROUP OF FORMER C~ANOOS. SOUTH VIETNAMESE 
ARMY (RVNAF) OFFICERS, AND DETAINED FORMER CIVIL OFFICIALS WERE AT 
QUYET TIEN PRISON IN 1978. THE GROUP INCLUDED A FORMER GOVERNMENT 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF VTFTNAM tGVN\ DEPUTY MINISTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION NAMEll /VA1-t~ THE GROUP WAS ENGAGED IN FOOD 
PRODUCTION TO SUPPORT PEOPLE'S AKMY OF VIETflA."' ( PA~N) FORCES 
DEPLOYED IN THE AREA PREPARING TO COUNTER PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC Or CHINA 
( PRC) FORCES ALONG THE SINO-VIETNAMESE BORDER. 
2. A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 25 FORMER OPS 34A C~ANOOS IN 
TUYtN IJUAflG PRISON WERE TEMPORARILY TRANSFERRED TO OUYET TTfN PRISON 
IN fEBRUARY OR MARCH 1978. THIS GROUP INCLUDED J1/,f1((te . 
AFTER APPROXIMATELY THREE MONTHS THE GROUP RETUkNtU IU IUUN QUANG 
Arm A SECOND GROUP OF 30 FORMER COOANOOS WERE SELECTED AND SENT TO 
REPLACE THE FIRST GROUP WHICH HAD JUST RETURNED FR()I QUYET TIEtJ 
PRISON. THE SECOND GROUP INCLUDED LAU CHI CHriNH, DANG CONG TRINH. 
NGUYEN VAN TAP, DINH VAN CHUC, NONG VAN HINH, NONG QU0C HAl, NGUYEN 
KHAC OHJH, TRMJ SINH QUANG. TUNG, AND VUONG VIEN QUANG. {SOURCE 
COMMENT: VUONG VIEN QUANG WAS A MEMBE?. OF A GROUP OF TAIWANESE 
COMMANDOS CAPTURED WHILE ATTEMPTING TO INFILTRATE NORTHERN VIETNAM 
IN THE EARLY 1960S. TRAN SINH QUMIG WAS AN ETHNIC CHINESE MEMBER OF 
A MIKE FORCE UNIT CAPiURED IN APPROXI~ATELY 1967, TCXlETHER WITH t;GO 
DE. TmlG WAS THE MEMBER OF AN UNKNOWN CQ.I.MAOO UNIT CAPTURED IN HA 
TINH PROVINCE IN 1965-66. ANOTHER CC+IMANDO, NGUYEN CONG THAI~H. DID 
NOT ACCOMPANY EITHER GROUP BECAUSE HE WAS IN ISOLATION CONFINEMENT 

~. AT TUYEN QUANG. NGUYEN CONG THANH WAS FR()l AN INFAMOUS GROUP OF 
. ' ·· COM.'•IANDOS UtlDER THE COMMAND OF NGUYEN VAN H.ANH WHO SURRENDERED 

VOLUNTARILY TO PAVN FORCES AT em~ CUONG. IN 1964. HANY OF THE 
COMMANDOS SENT TO QUYET TIEN IN 1978 HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY DETAINED 
WITH II ~ PitS AT THANH TRI PRISON IN THE LATE 1960$. 
2. r THE VIETNAMESE COMMANDOS AT QUYET TIEN IN EARLY 1978 
JOHlED A GROUP OF APPROXIMATELY 60 RVNAF OFFICERS AND GOVERNMENT OF 
THE REPUSLIC OF VIETNAM {GVN) CIVIL ADMINISTRATORS SENT THERE 
EARLIER FR()I OTHER DETENTION SITES IN NORTHERN VIETNAM INCLUDING NA~ 
HA. OANH BO, AND PHO LU PRISOtiS. All WERE REPORTEDLY DISCIPLINARY 
PROBLEM PRISONERS. THE GROUP OF RVNAF PERSONNEL AND THE FORMER 
C()IMANDOS WERE QUARTERED INITIALLY IN AREA ·o· AND WERE LATER MOVED 
TO AREA •A·. ALL FORMER RVNAF OFFICER PWS DEPARTED IN APPROXIMATELY 
AUG 78 FOR THANH CAM PRISON. THE COMMANDOS DEPARTED ONE WEEK LATER 
FOR SUB-CAMP l-2: TUYEN QUANG PRISON. ARRIVING THERE 24 HOUSE PRIOR 
TO THE MOVE OF All C()IMANDOS FRO'! TUYEN QUANG PRISON TO CENTRAL 
PRISM NR 5. 
3. iWNAF PERSONNEL AT QUYET TIEN IN 1978 INCLUDED THE 
FOLLOWING: 

A. ~OL NGUYEN VAN THO. ADVISOR. SUPREME COURT. 
B. ~Ol TRINH liEU, PROVINCE CHIEF. BANHETHUOT, 

CONCURRENTLY DEPUTY CHIEF OF STAFF, MILITARY REGION II. 
C. LTC NGUYEN TIEP, RVNAF AIR FORCE OFFICER, 

CONCURRENTLY A NATIONAL ASSEMBLY REPRESENTATIVE FR()l SAIGON. 
(SOURCE C()IMENT: ACCORDING TO A FORMER RVNAF CHAPLAIN, LTC TIEP WAS 
SHOT AND KILLED AT THANH CAM PRISON PRIOR TO 1982 DURING AN ABORTIVE 
ESCAPE ATIEMPT. ) 

D. MAJ QUAN, RVNAF MARINE CORPS OFFICER. A BATIALION 
COHMANDER Or 111E MARINE BATIALION PROVIDING SECURITY Tl~ E 
PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND A NOTED BOXER. ~ 

E. JUONG VAN LOI. DEPUTY MINISTER, MINISTR~ PUBLIC 

' ~ 26 
ACTION DC-2{Z) (D,6,8,r, 
INFO CHB QCO) SECDEF: ( • l SECDEF<9 l USOP{ 11 l HMIC( •) 

VO(l) OIA(2) 
+SAFE 

SECTIOt~AU 1 l 
TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 26 

MCN•85214/04639 T 

ADMINISTRATION. (SOURCE COMMENT: tJ WAS AN ETHNIC NORTHERNER, 
APPROXIMATELY 1.66 METERS IN HEIGHT, WHO FLED TO SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
WITH OTHER NORTHERS IN 1954. HE SPOKE WITH A DECIDED NORTHERN 
ACCENT. HE WAS VOCALLY ANTI -COOUNIST. HE REPORTED HAVING EVADED 
REPORTING FOR REEDUCATION UNTIL 1976 AT WHICH TIME HE WAS ARRESTED. 
HE WAS TRANSFERRED TO NVN BY BOAT TOGETHER VITH A CLOSE PERSONAL 
ACQUAINTANC~ THE FORMER DEPUTY WARDEN Of THE CON_DAO PRISON.) 

F. NAME UNKNOWN, RVNAAF ZND LT, ASSIGNED IN 1975 PRIOR TO 
THE GVN COLLA114\f. VITH THE MINISTRY FOR PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION. 

G. (LNU) AN, RVNAF NAVAL LIEUTENANT. 
(DC-Z Ca.IMENT: AN INDIVIDUAL IDEtiTIFYING HIMSELF AS !f/.4raf, 
WAS A PASSENGER ON-BOARD THE UH-1H HELICOPTER WICH FLED TO THE PRC 
FR()4 NORTHERN VIETNAM ON 30 SEP 81 AND INTERVIEYED AT BEIJING, CH, 
IN MARCH 1982. HE ASSERTED HE VAS A CONTRACTOR IN SOUTHERN VIETNAM 
ARRESTED IN 1975. SOURCE VAS ASKED TO VIEW A PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING 
MEMBERS OF THE CREW AND PASSENGERS ON THE UH-1H WHICH FLED TO THE 
PRC AS REPORTED IN REF MSGS. SOURCE INITIALLY NOTED HE DID lNOW THE 
INOTVTniiAI TN TH~ PICTURE WHO REPRESENTED HIMSELF TO US INTERVIEWERS 
A~ lf/lful, BUT WAS UNABLE TO STATE WERE AND WEN HE HAD: MET 
THE INDIVIDIIAI. HF VA~ THEN ASKED IF ANY ONE IN THE PICTURE 
R£SEMSLEO /(kML . SOURCE THEN RESPONDED TH6T THF UlllTVTDIJAL 
IN THE FOHtGHOOND OF HiE PHOTOGRAPH APPEARED TO BE If/ A-l<t~ . BUT 
WITH SIGNIFICANT WEIGHT LOSS FRQ4 WHEN HE VAS VITH SOURCE AT QUYET 
TIHJ PRISO" IN THE SUMMER OF 1978. THE INDIVIDUAL IN THE FOREGROUND 
OF THE PHOTOGRAPH IS THE PER~)'llll lnFNTTFlED HIMSELF TO U.S. 
INTEDIIH'Wj:qs AT BEIJING AS 1~ ff'l.(tf;... 
4. WHEN SOURCE ARRIVED AT QUYET TIEN PRISO.~ IN HI0-78 HE 
FOUtm THE PRISON HAD BEEN TAKEN OVER BY THE PEOPLE'S ARMY ( PAVN) AND 
HAD BEEtJ TRANSFORMED INTO WHAT CAMP GUARDS CALLED A REAR SERVICE 
FOOD PRODUCTION BASE. THE GUARDS SAID THE PAVN UNIT WAS A DIVISION 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE •FRONT• WHICH THEY REFERRED TO AS BOTH THE ·ooNG 
VAN FRCfJT- AND THE •QUANG BA FRONT•. All PRISON INMATES HAD BEEN 
TRANSFERRED FROM THE PRISON BY THIS POINT. THE ONLY ~~~ATES THERE 
WERE THOSE SENT THERE TEMPORARILY IN 1978 TO CONSTRUCT A BREAD OVEN 
AND GROW VEGETABLES TO SUPPORT FOOD REQUIREMENTS OF PAVN TROOPS IN 
THE AREA. WHILE THERE SOURCE SAW A WIDE VARIETY OF HEAVY WEAPONS · 
TRANSITII~G THE AREA TO INCLUDE 122MM FIELD GUNS, T-52 TANKS, M113 
ARMORED PERSONNEL CARRIERS, AND 175MM SELF PROPELLED GUNS. TROOPS 
AT QUYET TIErJ SAID THEY WERE PREPARING FOR A CROSS-BORDER ATIACK BY 
PP.C FORCEs. coc-2 cOMMENT: nso OTHER oPs 34A COo!MANDos. NAI-tR. 
• ANC #A-tU.ft_. HELD AT TUYEN QUANG IN 1977-7B W~Kt. AWAHt OF 
IMt \.HANut~'lrrTHt tUNt.:TION OF THE FORMER QJYET TIEN PRISON BASED OIJ 
rf"l$.4MFNTS MADE BY RfTIIRNING COMMANDOS. ONE OF THE C()1!1AtiDOS !J't-MF( 

, HAD HEARD OF t1Jtf-l..lfL_ . • BEING AT QUYET T lEN F R()l nt 1 u1trHNb 
CIJMMANDOS BUT WAS NOT AWAKt ur HIS GVN POSITION. BOTH HAC HEARD Of 
n::: ~AP.Wt CORPS BATTALION BOXER. BOTH WERE AWARE QUYH TIEN PRISO:J 
WAS NO LONGER A PRISON AFTER 1977 AND THE Cl)!HMWOS WERE THE LAST 
INMATES TO LEAVE THERE IN APPROXIMATELY SEP 78. 
5. DC-2 t;pHHENT: 

". /J K'IJ.. (i, WAS INTERVIEWED IN BE IJ lNG BY JCRC AS 
REPORTED IN Htt A PI~I.J. #hltVCLAIMED Ht WAS TOLD BY COMMANDOS 
WITH HIM AT QUYET TIEN IN 1~1/IS THAT C()IMANDOS WERE HELD WITH BT 

214/1330Z COSN=MAv986 
~~~.d 
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DEPARTMENT'o~ DEFENSE 
JCS MESSAGE CENTER 

ROUTINE ZYUW RUHJCS6048 21413ZO 
R 011801l AUG 85 
FM OIA WASHINGTON OC//DC-21/ 
TO COR JCRC BARBERS Pl Hl 
INFO JCRC llAISOl4 BA~KO~ TH CIA WASHWGTON OC. 

SECSTATE WASHINGTO:~ OC//EAP/VLC/CAIOCS/EMR// 
SECOH WASHWGTON OC//OriSO-ISA/PW-MIA/1 

F itl.4!.. SECTION Of 02 
APPaDXIMATELY 25 u.s. F'to'S 116 1976 OUTSIDE HANOI. N/fltlfi.-, HEARSAY 
OESC~IPTIOH Of THE FACILITY ~PPEARS TO CORRELATE TO THE THANH TRI 
(BANG UET) PRIS~lN OUTSIDE HANOI WHERE U.S. PWS WERE CONfiRMED HELD 
fijO.'C THE LATE 19&0S UNTIL APPROXIMATELY 1972. THE C004ANDOS MR. 
tV IDENTIFIES AS HAVING BEEN VITH HIM AT QUYET liEN (COHG THANH, 
ut, TUNG, QUANG) WEI'E NOT All EITHER AT QUYET liEN OR AT THANH TRI 
ACCORDING TO THE OTHER COMMANDOS REFERENCED ABOVE. DETAILED PRISON 
CHRONOLOGY OF THESE INDIVIDUALS Will BE FORWARDED SEPARATELY. 

B. #p.(~'BACr.GROUND. AS REPORTj:'n Tn TWj:' .1r11r 
INTERVIfWfR UIHtK:i fR()C THAT PROVIDED BY Jf/lf1.{/Z , WHO 
A~~fRT~ NA'WfTOLO HIM AROUT HIMSELF WHILE AT QUYET THN P~ISON. 
N . FtmTHER ASSERTED HE IIAD NO REASON TO DISBELIEVE N : SINCE 

Af 10SITION IN T~E FORMER GVN APPEARED lNOWN TO OTHER RVNAF 
utrl~tK~ uETAINEC TOGE1nER WITH THEM AT QUYET liEN PRISON. IF HR. 
)/ IS A FORMER GIN SHilOH AilHINISTRATOR, IT IS UNUSUAL THAT HE 
IMJLD NOT HAVE MADE THIS FACT lNOWN TO U.S. OFFICIALS WHO 
INTERVIEWED HIM II~ BEIJING, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW Of HIS REQUEST FOR 
POLITICAL ASSYLl!M W THE UtHTEO STATES. A i · 

C. DC-2 TENTATIVELY COtiCLUDES THAT IV APPEARS TO HAVE 
S()IE HEARSAY INFORMATIOf~ CONCERNING THE DETENTION OF U.S. PWS AT 
THANH TRI PRISO:L NOtlE OF HIS SOURCES QUOTED WERE AT THANH TRl 
PRISON IN ll76 AtlD OC-Z VIEVS THIS ASPECT OF HIS CLAIM AS 
lNArru~AH. 

6. FOR JCRC LIAISON: RECOMMEND INTERVIEWING }1 
SUBJECT OF REF B A fO~~tR STRATEGIC TECHNICAL OIRECTORATr t~TOI 
OFFTr.FR OPOR: If 48. QUANG TRI. ID NR: 

"iti.A lNDONE:SIA. t N i HAS 
PROVIDED tXIKtMtLY UtlAlltU ~'tllHt~ OF THANH ·cAM PRISON WHERE HR. 

J\( CLAIMS TO H~VE BEEN HELD FROM 1978-81. RECOMMEND USE 
OF' IHt fHUllXiRAPH Of fl tiHilr AT RrT.llNf. TN 1982 TO (""}:,'ow fj:' 
THE INDIVIDUAL AT 6tlJ1rtu 1~ THE j) REPORTED. tv 
MAY ALSO BE ABLE TO VERIFY ·\riHICH OF THE Bt\CJ.liROONDS ASSOCIATED WITH 
,vi APPEARS TO BE THE MOP.t ACCURATE. THIS SHOULD ASSIST IN NOT 

UNU 1Ut:JHIFYING tf ~liT lol~Vl -~HFO AODITIONAL LIGHT ON THE 
MOTIVES ANO ACTI..-tltt.:> vr' rv J CLAT~FO TO BE A 
FORMER SR~ SECURITY SERVICES OFFICtK WHU tltU iiTH IV ON THE 
UH-1H ANO HAS tlOW Sl'Rf;.CEO IU MACAO, AGAIN CLAIMING TO HAVE 
INFORMATION Of ltiTEREST TO THE PW/MIA ISSUE. 
7. POCS IN DIAIDC-Z ARE SEDGWICK TOU!USON AND A7J 

ACTION DC-Z(Zl U.H) 
INFO CMB QC(ll SECOEF:(•) SECDEF<9l USDP(11) NMIC(•) 

VOO) OIA( Z) 
+SAFE 

. SECTION AU 1 I 
TOTAL COPIES REQUIRED 26 
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IV. 29 Jan 85 V I E T N A M K 1 

UN--SECRETARY .. GENERAL PEREZ DE CUELLAR ARRIVES 
.. ---- ·- ""··-··----.....__.~ ... 

OW281648 Hanoi VNA in English 1622 GMT 28····JatC85 ·····-·-···-·-----·-·-·-·-·····'--·---·--···--·-···~··· 

[Text] ·.Hanoi VNA Jan. 28 --United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
and Mrs. ·de Cuellar arrived here this afternoon on a visit to Vietnam at Foreign 
Minister Nguy~n Co Thach's invitation. The U.N. secretary-general's party included 
Rafeeuddin Ahmed, under secretary general and special representative.of the secretary­
general for humanitarian affairs in Southeast Asia; S.A.M. Kibria, executive director 
of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP); Tatsuro Kunugi, 
special representative of the secretary general for coordination of Kampuchean 
Humanitarian Assistance Programmes; Carl Englund, resident coordinator of International 
O!ganizations in Vietnam; and Francois Giuliani, spokesman for the secretary general. 

Javier Perez de Cuellar and his party were welcomed by Foreign Minister Nguyen Co 
Thach and Mrs. Nguyen Co Thach, assistant to the fo~eigh minister Phan Doan Nam, and 
other officials. ,w , . . · 
[Hanoi Domes'Eic Service in Vietnamese at 1430 GMT on 28 January 1985, in its version of 
Foreign Minister Nguyen Co. Thach meeting UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar, 
renders this paragraph to include the following names: "On hand to welcome UN Secretary 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar and his wife were Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
and his wife; Phan Doan Nam, assistant to the foreign minister; (Dang Nghiem Hoanh), 
director of the General External Relations Depatment of the Foreign Ministry; Tran 
Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department; and (Pham Lac), acting 
director of the Gen.~ral Issues Department".] 

Representatives of the U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees (HCR), the United Nations 
Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Health Organization (WHO), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP), the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the World 
Food Programme and the U.N. Fund for Population Activity (UNFPA), were· also present on 
the occasion. 

Meets Nguen Co Thach 

BK281508 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1430 G~IT 28 Jan 85 

[Textl Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach held talks with UN Secretary General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar at the government guest house on the evening of 28 January. Attending 
the talks on the Vietnamese side were Phan Doan Nam, assistant to the foreign minister; 
·(Dang Nghiem Hoanh), director of the General External Relations Department.of the 
Foreign Ministry; Tran Hoan, director of the International Organizations Department; 
and (Pham Lac), acting director of the General Issues Department. · 

On the UN side were Refeeuddin Ahmed, deputy secretary general and special representa­
tive of the UN Secretary general for humanitarian issues in Southeast Asia; Kibria, 
executive director of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific; 
Tatsuro Kunugi, special representative of the UN secretary general for the Coordina­
tion of Humanitarian Aid Programs for Cambodia; Carl Englund, coorinator of Interna­
tional Organizations in Vietnam; and Francois Guiliani, spokesman of the UN secre­
tary general.· The talks took place in an atmos~here of. mutual understanding. 

TO HUU VISITS HOANG LIEN SON, HA TUYEN, VINH PHU 
'-··-··· 

OW251401 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 1100 GMT 23 Jan 85 
---·~--...... ... _ 

...,..-' 

:{Text] On the occasion of the At Suu Spring Festival, Comrade To Huu, member of the 
~"Tt'i~"'i nuteiiu~ 't:j"tt t:acty "Ccuc~:a:s.·-e-i.~b ~....u..:Lo..:. A"h-n;rmn"........o..f......t.he.J:ouncil of 

, 1.C-.~--· .._-, __ -----~ ...... 
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commanders and deputy commanders of Military Region II; and Comrade·Nguyen Huu Thu, 
minister in charge of the central district-building committee, have paid Tet visits to 
the party organizations, Armed Forces, and peoples of Hoang Lien Son, Ha Tuyen, and 
Vinh Phu Provinces. 

Comrade To Huu paid Tet visits to the units of advance posts in Village B·, to the Cam 
Duong apatite mine in Van Chan District, and to the Tran Phu tea complex in. Ho-ang.- -
Lien Son Province. In a get-together with nearly 1,000 leading cadres of all· echelons 
and sectors in the province and with representatives of the local people of various 
nationalities and of the local Armed Forces, Comrade To Huu, on behalf of the party 
Central Corranittee and the Council of Ministers, warmly coDJIDended Hoangiien Son.Province' s 
Armed Forces and people·for firmly protecting the border, successfully implementing_; 
the province's 1984 state plan, achieving a paddy output of 5.4 tons, basically 
solving the food problem, properly developing the planting of industrial crops, 
especially tea, and the herd of buffaloes and cattle, and satisfactorily implementing 
social and cultural tasks. 

"""' 
He stre~sed: In closely linking socialist construction with national defense, Hoang 
Lien Son Province, with its 1.7 million hectares of fertile land and rich mineral 
resources, must strive to develop agriculture, forestry, and industry comprehensively; 
practice intensive rice cultivation; and strongly develop the planting of corn and 
tuberiferous crops, especially galingale and manioc in order to ensure sufficient food 
for local consumption and to rapidly reach the target of 250-400 kg of grain per capita. 

Comrade To H~u ~rged the provincial party committee and People's Committee to guide all 
districts and cities in supplementing and perfecting the socioeco~omic planning work . 
for the entire provinc~ and each district while learning from and striving to catch up 
with Van Chan District, a pilot one for district building; creatively applying the party 
Central Committee's resolutions and state policies regarding planning, enterprise manage­
ment, and economic integration; and in paying attention to fostering and training 
cadres of various nationalities and even woman cadres for various.sectors, echelons, and 
production and business installations. 

Comrade To Huu expressed the hope that all cadres and combatants and peoples of various 
nationalities in Hoang Lien Son will exert greater efforts to fulfill the 1985 plan 
while firmly defending the fatherland's border. ~· 

In Ha Tuyen Province, Comrades Nguyen Van Doc, member of the party Central Committee and 
secretary of the provincial party committee and Vien The Nghieu, chairman of the provin­
cial People's Committee and many other leading cadres and large number of military 
cadres, combatants, and local people warmly welcomed Comrade To Huu. · 

Comrade To Huu called on and encouraged the Army units that have be·eri fighting bravely 
day and night in areas located within the enemy's artillery range and achieved many mili­
tary feats on the forefront. He also visited the forward command post .and the military 
commands of Ha Tuyen Province, Vi Xuyen District, and Ha Giang City. He was enthused by 
the reports made by the military commanders, cadres in charge of Front I, and leading 
cadres from the border districts of Vi Xuyen, Dong Van, Meo Vac, and Yen Minh, on the 
situation of national defense and security, local economy, social work and the liveli­
hood of combatants and of the compatriots of various nationalities in border areas. 

After the province's chairman and secretary briefed him on all activities in the past 
~nd on the orientation and tasks for 1985 and 1986-90, comrade to Huu warmly praised 
the lla Tuyen Provinc_e party organization and people for scoring many great achievements' 
closely coordinating with the Armed Forces in organizing J.o.cal. ... forces, scoring out­
standing military exploits on the Ha Giang Front, achi~~{ng ~el~-sufficiency in grain 
~~vcloping the cultivatio~of industrial crops, including soybean, peanut, sugarcane,' 
· c n · nnd tHno- 1 !1rrtttP.r. ann i Laeil~---s nnd.d oe:P~...ecious medicinal herbs and fruit trees. 
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r "tcd views on forestry and stressed the need for the province to 
. ~ ' t 

_,,,J ~~qloit the areas which are growing bodhi and bamboo trees used 
"'' che production of paper and filaments and to strongly develop the 

.~lc animals and the herds of buffaloes_and cattle • 

. . ,. i.nce, Comrade To Huu called on the cadres and local people of D9an · 
utd held a working session with the Standing Committee of the provincial 

Comrade Nguyen Van Ton, secretary of the provincial party committee, 
.'ll the progress achieved in agricultural and industrial production in the 

the guidelines for economic and cultural development in the province 
,cars . 

. tlk with the cadres of various sectors in the province and with the directors 
~·..:11 major enterprises, Comrade To Huu warmly commended the province's great 

.., .·~ents ·iir the past years and expressed the hope that the province would strive 
·:~rease paddy output, develop the cultivation of subsidiary crops, reach the 
~c of 350-400 kg of grain per capita, expand the tea-~ lacquer~, and tung-growing 

strongly develop the planting of evcalyptus and bamboo trees used 
raw material for the Bai I~Jffig paper_ mill; and develop the breeding of 

,:.·.:1cstic anima~s and birds. He particularly urged Vinh Phu Province and the central 
,·.tterprises to achieve more effective economic and trade integration, with the 
,Lm of fully using the capacity of factories to produce more goods of greater value. 

tle stressed the need for the ministries concerned to coordinate with the province in 
ceorganizing production, achieving ~conomic integration among industrial enterprises 
and between agriculture and industry as well as between Vinh Phu Province and other 
localities; and developing the rich potentials of the province, especially the Bai 
Bang paper mill, the.Lam Thao phosphate fertilizer plant, the Dao Tu concrete 
plant, the Viet Tri ch~micals factory, the Song Lo tea plant, and so forth. Comrade 
To Huu also urged the Vinh Phu Province's party organization and local people to 
further boost the movement to assist the compatriots and combatants in the border 
provinces, especially Ha Tuyen and Hoang Lien Son. 

In the enthusiastic atmosphere of an early spring day, the comrade commander of 
J1il ita ry Region II and the heads o E ll.:i Tuyen, Hoang Lien Son, and Vinh Phu Provinces 
pledged the party Central Committee and the Council of Ministers to properly protect 
the border areas and implement the resolutions of the sixth and seventh party 
Central Committee plenums and the 1985 plan in order to give an impetus to the -:-
implementation of the 1986-90 5-Year Plan, build steady and strong districts, and 
develop the spirit of enterprises' initiative. 

TRUONG CHINH VISITS QUANG TRUNG MUSEUM 

OW250915 Hanoi VNA in English 0751 GJI.ff 25 Jan 85 

[Text] Hanoi VNA Jan. 24 --During his recent rrip to Nghia Binh Province,.·south of 
nanang,'President of the State Council Truong Chinh visited the Quang Trung museum 
dedicated to Nguyen Hue and other places in the national hero's home district of Tay 
:ion. In the 18th century, Nguyen Hue led a peasant uprising which defeated both the 
Hguyen feudal lords in the south and the Trinh lords in the north. He reunified 
the country, became King Quang Trung and defeated invasions by Chinese and Siamese 
(Thai) armies. His most brilliant victory was won in the spring of 1789 at Dong Da, 
a few miles from downtown Hanoi, where he destroyed a 290,000-strong aggressor army of 
the Chinese Qing dynasty. During his visit to the museum Truong Chinh wrote a poem of 
which we publish the translation on the occasion of the !96th anniversary of the Dong 
l)a victory which is traditionally observed on the 5th day of the lunar year. 
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.~OINT CASUALTY RESOLUTION CEN'. -~ 

FROM: 
TO: 

SUBJ: 

Source: 
a. 
b. 

JCRC-LNB 
Commander, JCRC 

Re-ed Camp Sketches 

Name: 
OOB: 

LIAISON· OFFICE _ 
AMERICAN EMBASSY 

APO SAN FRANCISCO 96346 

1932 
c. POB: .,:5..:2:) , Ha Tinh (P) 
d. Former position: Cpl, Special Forces, Service Number 
e. 
f. 
g. 
h. 
i. 

Present location: 
Identification data: 
DOI: 1963-1980 
Date of interv~~w: 
Name of intervfewer =· 

. .:::s.:o 
~ 

14 December 1984 
Mr. Garnett E. Bell 

Source, a 52 YOA male VN refugee and former member of Commando Team "Queen .. , 
provided information concerning the prison/re-education camp system. 

Information: 

Source was held at the Ha Tinh Province temporary detention center from 
15 October I963 to 25 April 1964. Source was held at Quyet Tien Frison 
Ha Giang from 28 April 1964 until November 1972. Source was held at Lao 
Cai Hoang Lien Son from November 1972 until December 1978. Source was 
held at Ha Tay Ha Son Binh from January to April 1979. Source was held 
at Thanh Phong-Thanh Hoa from May 1979 until March 1980. 

During Source's 17 years of re-education he did not observe any foreigners 
or foreign delegations who came to visit any camps where Source was held. 
Source did not observe any Americans remaining in Vietnam. Source ~s 
unable to provide a sketch of Ha Tay Prison since he was held inside for 
four months and did not see the outside of the prison. 

Inclosures (3) 
1. Sketch of Quyet Tien 
2. Sketch of Lao Cai 
3. Sketch of Thanh Phong 

__ ... - . 
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F ROH: JCRC-LNB 26 October 1982 

SUBJ: Letter of Transmittal, Sketch Hark-ups from Refug~e Ov_ 

TO: Defense Intelligence Agency 
Attn: DI-E2 
Washington DC 20301 

1. Please refer to DIA/DI-E2 message, DTG 100043Z AUG 82; and our reply 
USDAO BANGKOK message, DTG 260620Z OCT 82. 

2. Attached are two sketches of Quye_t Tien Camp, as marked up by Vietnamese 
refugee ~C-· during an interview at Hong Kong on 10 October 82. 

Atch: 
Sketches 

Cy to: 
HQ JCRC 
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~ion··· Flle· Note and Return 

~proval For Clearance · Per Conversation 

~Requested For Correction Prepare Reply 

~trculate · · For Your lnfonnation See Me 

~mment Investigate Signature 

Coordination Justify 

REMARKS 

tlz.e /ri~ ~-

D A// j~u J-T de _/nl'l~r ~/'0~ ~ ~ 
~·~ wid.t.. ot~. t~r ht:UJ<t. l (>~"' rem.o11c.ti 

0 

.. 
::~ ... 

File/ fa.Jhu t; ·J~ k~fr.J ce;"/t!-17 ~~w1t c vtll. 

~~~~.) ~F Kh.u. o/ 0-)t(. ~~~~~ 
tJeed!t, ~ d /iur. ve;; j..,J,~ . 

If ~ ross;/)~ -rid fle_ tu.ilt";f i-l kL {) ~ 
fvt.h.a_f:, V71..e.. or- ~" t~..fk luu"klrr ~ ~ ~...£./ 

lr-"1' ~~..; L~ ~ ~ ~/. ~ 
?~.s t;- ~ ·~ ~ ""J~ o~. 

DO NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, disposals. 
cl~arances, and similar actions 
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Action · ,. flle Note and Return 

Approval For Clearance Per Conversation 

~Requested For Correction Prepare Reply ·· 

Circulate For Your Information See Me 
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