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ELLINGTON AFB, Tex., March 24, 1970---George Walker Bush is one 

member of ~he younger generat~on who doesn't get h~s k~cks from pot 

or hash~sh or speed. Ch, he gets h~gh. all r~ght, but not from 

narcotics. 

Bush ~s a second l~eutenant attached to the llltb Combat Crew 

Ira~n~ng Squadron, 147th Combat Crew !ra1n~ng Group, T~~as Air National 

Guard at Houston. 

Lt Bush recently became the first Houston p1lot co be trained by 

the l47th and to solo ~n the F-102 F~ghter Interceptor, a supersonic, 

all-weather a1rcra£t. 

tn January, the l47th 1 s m~ss~an was changed from act~ve air defense 

of the Texas Gulf Coast to a new m~ss~on--to tra~n and make combat-ready 

all A1r Nat1cnal Guard F-102 f~ghter p~lots 1n the Un~ted States. 

Lt Bush was the fJrst. member o:f t.he 1/,.7rh rc be. t-;l.:.r~ed by people 

he w1ll be working ~th ~n the future. 

After his solo, a m~lestone ~n the career of any f~ghter p~lot, 

Lt Bush coul~n 1 t i~nd enough words to adequately express the feeling of 

solo fl~ght. 

"It was really neat. It was fun, and very e...'<:C~ ting" 1 he .sa~d, 

11! felt really Serene up ;-hP!"~ l:'s ~Ac~t~ng to be alone 10 such a big 

a~rcraft and ~t's a real challenge to fly such a powerful airplane by 
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FJ..ghte:: planes are Lt Bush 1 s "thJ.ng". Ha says he has no ambition 

to fly any other cype of a:Lrcraft. 

"Fl.gncers are :Lt. I've always wanted to be a f~ghter pJ.lot and 

r woulan' t want co fly anyth:Lng else", he saia. "You have such speed, 

such power J.n a fJ.ghter, that 1t 1s JUSt fantastic. And the Y-lOL is 

really a good-look:Ln~, well-constructed aJ.rcraft. lt 1s a really stable 

airplane". 

UespJ.te the fact that he's flown the F-lU2 solo for the first t1me. 

Lt Bush J.sn't lettJ.ng J.t go to hJ.s head, 

"I've got a hell of a lot more to learn," he sa:Ld. I've got to 

learn to respect the a~rcraft and J.ts capabil1ties~ as well as my own 

abJ.lJ.t:J.es." 

Lt ~ush J.s the san of U.b. RepresentatJ.ve ~earge Bush, wna J.S a 

canaJ.date for the u. s. Senate seat of Senator Ralph Yarborough. The 

elaer Bush was a Navy tJ.ghter pJ.Lot. L' Bush saJ.d hJ.s fatner was JUSt 

as exc:Lted and enthus~as~~c about h~s so~o fl~2ht as he was. 

L t Bush, who ~s 23, ~~-~ tiu"' ro .:::on:p2.e. te :t-.l.s p.1..lCtt. tra:Lning June 2J. 

He w:Lll then oe released from actJ.ve auty and assume reserve status ~ 

the A~r Nat~onal Guard. He plans t.a fly as much as possible with the 

A~r Guard and work ~n h~s father's campa:Lgn. Beyond tnat, ne hasn't 

any p.Lans. 

As far as kJ.cks are concernea Lt ~ush gets n~s from the roaring 

aft~rourner cr the F-lU2. 

11Fly::.n10:, tr4e whole tn:!.ng. ~s k~cks, 11 he said. "But afterburner 

l.s a real kJ.ck." 
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FREPA.RING FOR SOLO FLIGHT under the watchi'ul eyes ~:f an instructor 

pilot, 2I..t George iv. Bush gets hJ..."llself squared away in the cockp:tt of 

h~s F-102. Lt BushJ son of U.S. Congressman C~orge BuahJ :ts the f:trst 

11hometown 11 student to undergo ~nstructJ.on at the Texas hr Nat:tonal 

Guard•s l47th Combat Crew Tra:tn:tng Group, Houston, Texas. 

Capt Charles "'I. Wrutsett, a Combat Ready F-102 pilot and Delta. .A:l.r-
' 

linea p:tlot, watches the procedures for correctness. 



NEWS RELEASE PAGE 1 
147th F~ghter Group 

Ell~ngton AFE, Tex., 29 Jul 70- The 147th Fighter Group, Texas Air 

National Guard, Houston) commanded by Lt Col Bobby W. Hodges, has just 

completed a successful deployment to Tyndall AFB, Flor~da f~ring m1ssiles 

' 
and rockets from the~r F-102 a~rcraft. The deployment reqll1red members 

of th~s un~t to depart Ell~ngton for Tyndall AFB, Panama C~ty, Fla., 

fire the ~ss~les and rockets ~n a max~mum of 5 days and return to 

Ellington. An unusual problem was added this year as Hurricane "Becky" 

came out of the Gulf, headed for the Flo~da Panhandle, on Tuesday, 

which required evacuation back to Ellington by the un~t personnel. After 

the storm passed, the un~t redeployed to Tyndall to complete the firing 

within the five day l~~t. 

Another unusual fact on th~s deployment was that the un~t sent 

four new Lieutenants, oi the 12 pilots on th~s deployment, and each 

fkred a ~ssile, all sco~ng except~onally well. The fact that the 

Lieutenants d~d so well attests to the tra~n~ng conducted by the 147th 

F1ghter Group's da1ly m~ssion o£ Combat Crew Tra~n~ng. 

Several Reus tan~a.ns were c..l. ted for the:~.,. outs tandi 11.?; c.ont:;::::.but~ons 

to the h:~.ghly successful deployment. They were: SMSgt Alton K. Curry, 

SHSgt J~mmy L. Jackson, HSgt Dale 1-1. Brenneman, HSgt Walt:er W. Huehlefeld, 

MSgt L1ndsey T. Sm1th, TSgt B~lly B. Beck, TSgt Wkll:~.am E. Chapman, 

TSgt James A. Cra1g, TSgt Wkll:::.am J. Grant, Jr., SSgt Charles E. Brant, 

SSgt Donald B. Haig, SSgt Dav.Ld E. Howard, Jr •• Sgt HarrJ.s H. Beyer, Jr .• 

Sgt: Kenneth R. Kan.:~. and Sgt ~\':::.ll:i..aril G. Hc.Kt:!oWn, all members of the 

147th C~~ffiON, commanded cy Lt Col Dav~d K. Barnell. 
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PAGE 2 
147th F~ghter Group 

The four L~eutenants firing miss~les from the F-102 a~rcraft for 

the f~rst t~me were: Fred E. Bradley, George W. Bush, Jr., Lee M. 

Honeycutt II, and Dean A. Roome, all members of the lllth F~ghter 

Interceptor Squadron, commanded by Lt Col Jerry B. Killian. 
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