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Cbai.rman, Goverr' , .... Operati.>n6 
United States St. I! 

Washington,. D. , ..... 

D-=ar Mr. (.."!"irman:-

20510 

MAY 2 S 1973 

This is i" .:eply to your It:tt.~rs o· Vi\:\. .... \dmi.ral Vincent P. c!" .. ;'oi); .. 
DirectC' • Defense Intellig~Ac," ')"gec.~" and Lieutenant Generc...l Sa.:.\lcl· 

. ' , 
C •. Phillips, Di.rector, National Sec",rity Agency concerning the·sCi-· 
.c~l1ed "Dean Papers". We have analyzed those parts of the. documents 
concerning highly sens.itive materials carrying the label "HANDLE VIA 
COMINT CHANNELS ONLY". As you know, toe. Congress of the United 
States bas passed a number of statutes which are designed to protect 
the Government's cryptologic· activities. We believe that the reiease of 
the 1l3. page document, together with a four page summary alludIng to 
that document, and 'one paragraph in a White House memorandum dated 
August-.~5, 1970 from Tom Childs Huston'for H. R. Haldeman, all ha.Ving 
the label "HANDLE VIA COMINT CHANNELS ONLY", if released, would 
be de~z;.mental to national security inter~sts ~nd be incoD$.istent with the 
statutes designed to protect such information'. Further, these do~um~n " . 
con~in in~~rmatio~ pert'aining to specific· intelligence sources, method . 
and capabilities, all of which are highly classified and sensitive. 

In the light of ~he specific· responsIbility and iamiliadty of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee with the intelligence activities of the ent;"e 

. Executive .Bran~h of the Government, the Acting Chai.rman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee met with ·repre.sentatives of t.he Intelligence 
Community, including the National Security Agency, -Defense Intel1igence 
Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, and the Federal Bureau oi Invest.i
gation, in an effort to identify those portions of the documents which are 
pa.rticularly sensitive. An evaluation is being made by the Armed Services 
Committee with the w.iA\9nce of the Inteiligence Agencies lis.ted above, 
and that <;:ommittee "Utii:' able to provide you with this ~~l~ witbin 
the very near-future. ~~ ~/I(J.3,fr3~r _ _ .. _ 

• ~. Page determined to be Unclassified 118 AUG 7. 1973 =,1 

~ Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS = --1 
lAW EO 13526, Section 3.5 

8 4 A G 1 31911 ON: MAR 0 5· lOU 
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, $~ou~d.y'o~,. 'or the Committee, find that'po~.tiQns·~f-these pape~s arc .• 
r'~levant.totYC?ur. inquiry"and.woulc{ require p~blic:.releasc, I believe 
that th~ 'best ,in~~rest of. .the nat~onal, security would' be served"i! your 
Committee would consul~ with ,us Jurlhor. 

I: again'wis.h. t~ express tQ'You OUl' deep apprec,iation.fol"your'.concern 
with. thls bighly se'ndtive and import.ant.inatter •. 

. . . I" 

Sincerely" 

,)1. r,.' 

Pale determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS . 
lAW EO 1352,6, Section 3.5 , 
Date: MAR 0 5 2011 . 

Office of the Secretary of Defense ~ V ($,(.5<;'( 
Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS + 
Date: 0) MA B. ~~1 Authority: EO 13526 
Declassify: x.. Deny in Full: _-'--_ 
Declassify in Part: __ _ 
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