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OA1'E: 12/29/66 

Reoort to General We.tIIID~e1al1d Oil the Dehavloz: of!ROK T~oops. (U) . . . 

In the course of CN1: interview with VC mll1tuJ and civilian 
peJ:s011D81 t statementa ware mad. which suaesteel that the ROK uait8 
figbt1D& 18 South VlatDam waxe unusually bxutal in their t1:eatment of 
chi, civ!l:l.81I populatlm. 1'be intamewa also 8ugge.ted that the UDits 
111 lJi'hu Yen PrOv1Dc. weJ:8 D20zoe disliked ancI feared by the populati.on 
thaD those 1D Biab DiPh PP:avt.uce. • 

Becaue of the SJDal,1nee. of 0U1: data bae and the sensitivity of 
this questiOD ",. hav. avoided diacua.f.ng it in previously published 
reports. Durlna Dr. Ranf.lel IS visit to Ssigoa. I mentioned this 
data to hill. Herzfeld uqod me to tell General l7eatmoz:eland abQut it 
oX' to senel him 4 repOJ:t on it. He believed that General WeatmOrel8Dd w" 'DOt fully iDfomed about the heharior of the KoX'eaD Troops in 
their contact with civiliana. In aaother co11V8Z'Sation with CelI ... l 
F1:itz hemad urged me to prepare a 11et of quotes from ma lntaniel .. 
concemlns the 6ehavto1:' of the Korea '!mopa aad offered to sbow them 
to GeDeral WestaDralJaU1. 

Russ Betta prepaxed the quotas .a 1 wrote the latroductozy state­
ment. poiDtial out the lim:LtaC1ou of the sample and that tba in lor- .. 
mat:l..cm W88 unevaluated and UD".:l.ff.ed. I gave two copies to General 
J'r8\Uld. Be tDld me tbat GeIleral watmoralad WU VfJr'I interested and 
at his deputun to the Pb.:I.ll1piDea ltac1 told Gen_at rreuod that be 
mahed to diacus8 this matter Witb biaa flrst ~1n8 OIl bis retum .. 

£Xcept for the t1I1O coptu g1VeD to GeDaral·l'1:'euud no other copies 
were diatrlbutBd. However, I 1iamed !TOID Colonel Patterson (Director 
RDFU/ ABPA) that JISB. 111 ita stud1 of re£ugees bad also collected a 
S1=eat deal of adver.e iDfomatlOil OD the behavioJ: of KozoeaG Troops. asa waa heing uzged to delete tbla lDfo~ttan from ita geaeral report 
(where there was to be a \dlole chapter devoted to 1t) and instead. 
bas been asked by ARPA to prepare • special report OR this subject 
wbicb t~uld be given only very I1m:1.tad distribution. DECLASSIFIED IN FULL 
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The RAND Corporaclon 
December 6, 1966 

MENTIoifs OF KOREAN TROOP ACTMTIES 
------------:---------nriAiiflNmRVi~~s-7u ) -----

R.4NO 

The. follotf1ng quotes concerntng the actlvities and be av 

of Republic of Korea troops tn South Vistnaavera extracted from 

RAND interviews with Viet Cong captives, ratliers and. clvl1lan 
refuseee. It must be emphasized chat no effort has been made to 
ascertain the veracity of the statements mad. by the intervieweea. 
The interviews reprosent a small sample of purported observatloa, 
hoars4Y, Gnd opinton, and it 1s not possible to determine from . 

~ them the actual pravalonce of these lncldents or opinions amonB 
VC pcrso"nal and c tvllians. The quotes ara, therefore, provided 
without any evaluation of their significance and with no effort 

i , ,. 

r 
I. 

to draw any conclusions from them. 
T~e earliest of the cited lntervl~ws wae conducted in H8rch 

• 
1966, while the most recenC wal completed in mid-November 1966. 
Tho majority of the interviews' were conducted following August 
1966. BecQuso of some v~r1at1on8 1n the 1nterviewees' rcsponse. 

by area, the cltations 1n the text below distingu~8h be~cen 

lntorvleweeo from Phu·Yen Province and thoaa fram Blnh Dlnh 
Province. A distinction WGS also made, where pOllible,.between 
purported eyowltnes8 accounts and reports baaed aD second-hand 

infot'tll4tion. 
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X. PJtU YEN PROVn:CE --...... _.-.------
A. A~nts of Paraonsl EXpertonc!,! 

=========~l~'=.1IL~r~efu~f~QIIboVatLLQ~ .. Jtnmtet, Boa My Vttt.gat-Hieg 

Xuong District, deacrf.bed what happene-t In hi. hamlet two day. 

before Tet of 1966. ThIs subject became a refUgee lmmedlately 
following this event: 

The Korean troops willlted into my hamlet at noon. The 
hamlet W3S emptied of people then. Seeing fire rl.1n8 
from the communIc4tlon trenches. we'knew that the soldiera 
were burning our paddy. As the village was bombed too often, 
,.,e lIere afraid to keep our paddy In the house. for fear thaC. 
the 'touBes mi$ht be bombed out and. our paddy with them, • 
That's why we kept it in thecommunicatlop trenches. The 
people were afraid that the troops might· burn *11 the paddy 
and t~e houses,' An elderly mon propoaed that we aetect ten 
mora old people to fo~ a delegatlon to walk '0 the hamlet 
and ask for a stop to the burning of the padd,. The dele­
g4tion of eleven old mon walked toward the hamlet. When 
they were near, they found that the troops wer. Koreaoa. 
KnOWing that the language barrIer wouldn't let their 
request come thrott8~, the men turned on tflelr heels and 
walked back to the field. A Korean soldler waved at them 
and signaled theM to come bock. They all did. The Kor,anl 
toolt cncm to the hmnlet, lined them up on the edge of a 
eommu,..,ieatlon trench. and ",ltnout a word, shot them all. 
Tenmon died lnGt~ntly. Another one was wounded and fell, 
dmm, but didn't die. It 'fOS this man who to~d me obout 
tha incident later on. This irrational kI111ns wasn't 
unlctuc. F!.'"om ,·,hat I hoard from the peopl .. , t"at very 
mornln~ a sImilar incident had taken place in neighboring 
Thanh Phu Hamlet of the same vlllage, Earl, that moming. 
the Korean troops camo into Thonh Phu Hamlet, Mo~t of the 
people had run into the field at the ttme. Only 50 villager. 
still lagged behind.. l-tost of them '"lore wamen. children, 
and elderly people. The Korean soldlers rounded them up 
In ona p14ce. The people thouBht th4t they ,,,ere to be 
evacuated to the ~f-controlled areas by hellcopters. 
That's why they all were ~lad, ~en the people were 
grouped tOGether. tho Koreans Buddenly potnted their guns' 
to the ero~d and op~ncq fire. Only two babies of two and 
three survived. They crnwled on their mothers~ bellle •• 
After seeing those w~o were killed In my hamlet, and 
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heating a~~ut the mn3sacre of Thanh Phu Hamlet, the people ' 
t~re frightened. Nobody dared come into the hamlet. the, 
all tried to run toward the GVU-cofttrolled a~.a8. ~hat 
lftn:tC evcry50dy sIept in the field in the neighboring I 

hamlet. \-1e stayed thera for two days. tnen ran to the 
GVN-control1ed areas. Those who reached here after us, 8ai4 
that a number o! ol~ people, women and children couldn't 
make it here on time. ~hoy were all shot to death by the 
Koreans. All in all. there \rere nearly 100 persons killed 
in my hamlet, 36 of them. "era children. • 

. This same refugee described hi. and tht! villagera' reactlons to 

such incidents, and a180 compared the Koreans to the Vletname •• 
and the Americans: 

lr~e dldn' t mind muclt if the sweeps 1fera carried out by 
GVN troops. but the'poople were frightened an4 resentful 
against the Xorean troops' operations. Everybody agreed 
that thB Koreans were b3rbarous. They went on operation 
without interpreters going along_ Th~y kille4 at random 
",ithout dictingulshlng between the rights and" ~he wrongs., 
Soma people said that it was because the VC mtked them­
selves v1th the villaGero, and thus the Koreans couldn't 
help making a mistake. I don't think thel~ reasoning waa 
right. I. don't see w~y t~o Koreans should k1ll the ch1ldrea. 
Kids of b-lO.throe, or evon ftve or soveh ,ears weren't ve. 
Thoy also burried the paddy and tho people' a 'house •• They 
burned the cow pena and the animals lnside too. Cows are 
certainly net VC~ These soldier. carried out operations 
against tho VCt Their barbarous acts were entirely un­
necessary. Refugecs who had come to Hieu Xuong District 
Tmnt from other areDS told mo that the American troops 
also carried out operations in the villagea, but they never 
burned tho· people's houses, they neVer shot anybody to 
death·, thoy only kllled t~e VCt The Americana don't under­
stand Viotnamese either. yet ~.1hy didn't they make the sama 
mif'tal(clJ 09 the Koreans? I don't think the fact that the 
Koreans killed lnnocene people, and· burned up the people'. 
~ouseo and cattle is simply a mistake. I think they 
deliberately did it. or was it because the, were driven 
by theit natural barbarism? 

2. Another refugee from the ,sme a.rea described the 

incid,::nt in Than'" Phu ltamlot. mentioned above, al well .1 the 

villagor and VC reaction to it: 
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~~o daya before Tot, tho Korean troops, w~o had landed 
from helicopters and tatum positions on' the hllls, 
carried out an operation in my oroa. the, came first 

============ tF"T1ml\1FPmFnam~wFitetrwa.-Timit1fd near fhe foot of 
tho mountain. All the villQe~r. fled from the hamlec 
to take rQfu~C! in tho neiBhboring woods. Meanwhile, 
tho Korean troops flred at the hamlet and set It on 
firo. The people who had boen hiding near tbet~ hous •• 
ron b3Ck to the hamlet and trled to put out the ll~a. 
Seeing that. the Korean troops summoned the villagers out, 
asked them to stand in 4 l1ne and, tn cold blood, raked 
them witb machtne-gun flre. About fllty people were 
killed. T~Qn those troops moved down to mr hamlet " 
whore they clashed with two platoons of I'ron~ Guerrilla. 
who head been staying there. The guerl'ilhs s\ipped away 
ofter a abort t~11e. leavlnn my hamlet at th~ marcy of 
Korean firQ which caused fiftoen casualties to the 
" c 1viU.cn population. l, .- . 
All the peopLe tn the village. including village cadre., 
were so afraid of the Ko~ean troop. that moa, of them 
left the al'aa to tatce refuge 1n Tu, Boa alt,~ 

3. A civilian pJ:l~oner, who worked •• a Village Military 
Proselyting CAdre in Hoa Phong Village. 8leu JUans Dl.t~lct, dla­
cussed the effect the presence of Korean troop. had on the vill­

a88l'8 and, mora importantly, on the VC oJ:g8nUatloD anel infra­

structuro: 
Laot Tet, the Korean troops come there (Hoa Phong 
Villar-e)" for the firat time. Thoycalled more than 
ten vlllilcer~ tOf;ethcr ood t~pt them in Ilne abreast, 
in front of Sac mountain. Then they fl~ed at those 
peopLe, ttilling them all. The villagera, frightened, 
all ran ~WQy to the m~ur.tain or to other places. 
ThG cadres wor~ also very afraid because they thought 
that if oveR the v1l1agers were killed llke that, 
they \lould ect the same lot with greater reason if 
they ~lent on staying thare. They all fled. They 
wore so scared that. more recently when the vll1agars 
mot them ond asked for thoir help, they impudently 
denied that they ware cadres. 

B. 
1. 

Accounts of Second-Hand Information ' 
----~~--~~~--~-----A military prisoner who had inflltra~.d f~ North 
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Victn~m Qnd uho WG9 oarvinc as r nurae in • VC Local Force unic 
(lot Co., 30th nn.), doscrlbcs incidents tDvolYing the Korean 

, , 
-'----trcmp?tn=eMsc.r;:c-r,cnaral Grell. -Ue a1ao dIled.led yillager 

reaction: 

'I'll" t:,"~·/'m' t \-~"l'rf1 caDlC in hy hf31Icoptera. The, burned 
t!~" ... ~ t~1J "\'1U:~\"::. To tell you tho truth. when the 
~llr~.Jn. troops cama. they colled all the old women and 
children down 1:1 the ::ranches to come '\lp. Then thes. 
people wore told to sit in circles. Afterwards, the 
Korean troop. machLnc-gunned them. Thll waa told to 
ua by the local people. 

They sold the Kore4R troops were extremely cruel. The, 
93id before the Korea,n troops Cflme in, the, heard broad­
casts urging'them to stay 1n their houses and not come 
out to tho fields. But when the Korean-troops camo. 
they ~de the people slt in c1rcles and ~chlrie-gunned 
them. The people said that tho broadcaats to1.d lies. 

In discussing a battle in which he took part, Chis subject .1eo 
mentions the ~ffect the Korean presence had on hie unit: 

P:lychologic4l1y ope41dng, the member. of the unit were 
wall prepared. They wero told about the killings and 
burnins of houses cOlcmitted by tbe Korean troopa In 
tho areas where they r31ded. WO were,~ld that thla 
waG the bect chance for UD to fight the enemy. The 
enemy came to us. Also, It would be the flrst battle 
of the year ~nd so WQ wero all vory enthusiastic. My 
cOtUr~(lQs fulfilled tholr mi.:Joion. The reason twas 
cl:pturcd WIlS because I t.zaa tolounded. One of my comrades 
'tiTas wounded and I put on tho bandage for hlm. Meanwhile, 
I was wounded too. lIe Is n~1 in !:he hospltal. My WO\IDd. 
healed before his and so 1 got out of the hOl'pital before 
him. 

2. A ro111er ~.,ho had served aa a guerrilla 1n Pl\\Ioc 

Den Hamlet, lloa Xucn Vti1430. Hleu Xuong Distrlct, described 

evento. ,.,hich he clnims toole place 1n early May, 1966, and­

diseu08Cd the villoacro' reactions: 

Q. Unw did the Korean troops behave toward. the people? 
A. If tho}, hotlrd gunflre anywhere, they would cOIla 1n 

and kill all the people there. Juat recantlr. the, 
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. killod 'sbout 53 parson., including women and 
c~tldran. 1n Tho Lone Hamlot, 804 step VIllage 

=========--(1l1eu-)tucml=oD.tat~~lUIU=J(!).!~8--l!-=91&.&Q~C~ __ -')1-------~~= 
Q. t~y did the Koreon troops kill these people? . 
A. I.vas told that when tho Korean troop. approached 

th!lt vtllas;c, the VC threu 80me hand grenade. 
end kll1ed ~t1O Korean ooldlera. They got mad 
and ltil10d all the vlll"a~er •• 

• 
Q. t~at dId the vl1la~er8 801 about the Korean troop." 
A. The people complained very muc~. They .aid that . 

tho VC t7erG armed lind the Korean troop. were armed. 
If the VC ordered the vill4ger. to do thia or that, 
the vll1a~ero had to oboy. There waa nothing the, 
could do about that. The Koxeaa troop. vare 
DUl'l'0sec) to find :lnd kil\ tho ve. Why cltd the, 
kill tho people? The peoplo were unarmed and 
couldn't reaiat. The people were very unhappy. 
They were afraid of the VC and of the Korean 
troops. Thoy complained very much. 

Q. What else did the Kore4n tro~8 do to the villagare' 
A. t·n,en thoy came to the VC-controlled area. -- areaa 

further back -- they raped the women fa theae area •• 
Thoro wero times ehey killed the women ~fter they 
bad ~aped them. I heard that Juet recently lome 
women were raped and killed. The people were ao 
frightened of the Korean troops, they didn't dare 
.to stay in their homes but moved away. T"e, have 
all moved away. 

3. A rallier who ,~ao the head of hi' hamlet' 8 CIvlllaa 

Laborers' Affairs Section in Hy Phong lIamlet. Roa Dong Village, 

Hieu Xuong ntatrlct, described tho fesr thevlllagers hold for I 
the Koreans, and co,,,~"~u:cd the KOr0:1\18 ~-1itll the Americans: 

The v1l1".r:l..!rs didn't accuse and condemn the GVN for the 
alr-attClck:J. It's not the samB with tho Koreans who bunC 
houses i.~'d lci.lled people! o';oryw:,ere they wer~ attactc.ed 
by tho VC GnlporiJ. Thoy threw grenades into trenches 
w:,ere people l-ierC taldng cover. They consldered black 
cl&d people nnd you tho VC and fired at those who ran 
IT.-1IJY. t-1honever they had on intorpreter among them, 
they didn't do harm and wero friendly wiLh the people. 
For instance. they offered the villager. elgarette •• 
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lInen thero wora no interpreters, people were terrified. 
People 041d the GVN Qnd the Americans were good. The 
Alllerlcana have been here a long time and the, didnlt 

=======-mrpeopla. The-KOreans just came and the, killed.a 
lot of poople and burnt houses. That was the optnlDn 
of my fellow villaBurs, as well as that of pecpla I 
met 1n the market or on the roads. The American. 
didn't come to my villaBe. but people at the markets 
said that about them. 

4. A refugee from Hieu Xuong Diatrict, ~e8crlbe8 the 
~ . 

effect the presence of Korean troops hal on villager's choice. 
1n solecting places to relocate or take refuge: 

I heard the rofuGoea saylns that tho Koreane ara vet, 
cruel ~nd ferocious. wherever the Korean soldiers went, 
if they haaed gunshots. they would gather all the people 
1n tho hamlet -- men. troll1en, ~'1d children -- and kll1 
them 411. This b~:!ilC\1~d at mallY place6,' ouc~ 8S in My 
Then" Village. lUau Xuon3 D1.o;:ri.ct. That' a why everyone 
1s afr:lid of the Koreans. All tho refugees try to 
avoid the Koreans. If thoy hear that Korean troop. are 
stationed in a certaln GVN zons. then the, would never 
dare go t;lere. 

II. BIlnt f\i::;a PROVIUCE 

A. Accounts of ~ersonal Exporiencca 
1. A ralller 1011&0 hod been a fighter in • provine,,1 

IOCQl force &obile unit (3d Platoon, D37 Company, £25 BattallOD) 
described t:hc opinions he and ht.s unit had of the Korean forc •• 
in Blnh Dinh ?rovi~c~: 

Tho South 1~ore.:n9 had ehe some tactics .and fighting 
techniques 43 the VO and 'men attacked. put up a 
very 8tron~ ro~lstRnce. T~c South Korc~no were very 
brave and they navor retreated in the face of the va 
f1ro. Tbla i8 why the VC were afraid of them. 
UQ've encountered an operation by the South Koreans. 
This operation by tho South Koreans demoralized the 
VC becauae the South Koreans were too strong for the 
ve. I, mYllolf, 'las 80 shalcQD by the operation that 
I declded to rally. 



· . 
Page determined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, ROQ,.IWHS 
lAW eo 13526. sectPn 3.5 
Data: JUl 2 2 .. 

This rallier al,o described the vtlla&cr reaction 
operation: 

to a Korean 

f~l'letleGV1'r-forces attacked the vl11ar,e. the people 
t!10ught tbat it would be very difficult for the GW 
to ratake the village. But ,.,hen the Korean "'rig8r" 
Division conducted a search and doatroy operation tn 
the vtllase for the first time, the people aaw thel~ 
strcn~th, their modorn equipment, and their excellent 
fIghting techniques, 80 the villagers thought that the 
CVN and the a111ed forcas could eaaily liberate the 
vlllage. 

2. Two refugees, botb from Phu Cat 'District, mention 
a ~lGnly favorable impres.ionof Korean behavior via-a-vla the 

rural population. Both of these subjects took refuge tn m1d­

August 1966. 

The Korean troops conducted sweep operations in my 
area. Whon they ontered my village aftet' the fightlng, 
they ahet-/ed a blameless behavlor. They ole1n't plundet' 
the vtllagers and. quito the contrary, helped the poor 
and the l<7ar victims. 
Most of the villagers at first insulted the Americana, 
the GVN and tho Koreans. Soon after ~etting in contact 
with the Korean troops. they for~()t their 'ange~ because 
thcy· found thnt those troops ~IQrO correct and gave them 
a lot of help. 
Q. Did tho l:orean trooptJ c~uoe r:1uch damdB8 to the villagel'.? 
A. To toll the truth, CO:""i,:.trcd ~'Ilt" the Ctvil Guards, the 

Korean troops fired lc£o. Th~ people were frightened 
and hid in thoir trcncheJ. Tilo KoreAn troops didn't 
burn dOlm the peoplo's houses. but the Civil Cuard. 
set rire to any houses they suspected of belonging 
to the ve. To tell the truth, lome of the Civil 
Guards '~eril Good. 901\10 weren't. The Korean troops' 
haven't set firo to any homes 1n my vl1uge., 

However, the second subject ~uoted above a180 reported 'the 

fol10'111n3 1nctclcnt: 
To toll tho trut', t cnT:'.O ~l~ments in the Civll Cuard. 
dlsplcDDed the people. They stole chickens and burned 
down peoplo's houses. As fat' the Korean troops, they 
haven't dono 8nythin~ to dlspleose the vlllagera. 
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Somatima in March. at night, the womqn moved out of 
thetr village. The men had left eorl1er. They went 
to My tons where the Korean troops were atatloned. 

====---=-=--=-::=.-'lhGnFwerF1IIDfty=wome~dtia cnfrdi'en. TfirlCDii.--n;r========--=-==-=--==-----
troops thought th~y were VC and machine-gunned tham. 

About -20 or 30 wolI'Cn. including children. vere killed. 
~Iy uncle's d,mghter-in-law was killed too. 

It was nlghtf.me. the ltorean troops thought the •• 
woman and chl~dren we~e VC~ 

3. A rall1er·, who had servod a. a pl"ivate 1n a Main 

rorce unlt in Phu Cat Dtstrict. descrlbed the "Binh ~ell" battle 

of Maron 1966, in whlch his unit eneagerJ tho·lCorean.: 
My comp~ny had been in the villose fOl" half a ·month 
to do production ~,rorlt when one morning. whlle going 
to our rice-fields, WQ "oro encircled by 8 Korean 
reCiment. t"e scattered ond fought from 5:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m.. Our company hod 7·S dead; only 25 men wera 
left. Only my company participated 1ft the battle. 
Afte~ tt, our morale was very low. Among the cadre., 
only the company political offieer and two platoon 
cadrea were loft; the othor~ h3d been killed. 

B. Accounts B<:.t:2_1..~!~~nd-nand Information 
1. A rallier, who \0738 Q Senior Lieutenant and who 

served as Comp~ny Co~~~ndGr for 17th (Mortar) Co •• 18th Regt., 

of the Sao Van~ Dlvlo1on. offered this interpretatlon of the 
Front's evalu.l::lon of the AU1erican forces. the ARVN. and the 
ROt( troops: 

.. Conccmin8 the American troops: The American. 
. h~ve the edvantage of airplanes and nrtl11ery. 

But thoy may lone thio 4~vanta3e if they keep 
fight!n£; clo=o to their enemy. The Amerl..:an 
troopo h~vc little war c;-:perience, are not well 
acquainted with the terrain, are not used to the 
clim~ta, are not woll trained for the jungles,and 
ara so bit; that thoy constitute easy targets. They 
l~ck couro~e; th4t is why every ttme the, planned to 
attack somel-lhore. they wt)uld first bomb and ahell 
the placo until it WIIS eompletely demolt.hed; oul, 
then would they dare to come. .. 
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- Conceming the AltVN: TheY' are fighting with no 
purpose in mind; they are wealt in aplrie and afraid 
to d l~"Lthe1~dJ.aclpl1na.-i8--loo.~ th~r ... fl~1D&&====="· =========== 

------ because of the salaries they get from the A~lcan., 
they arc not fighting for any ideala. 

- Concerning the ROK troops: They are the moat cruel; 
wherever they fiCht, they kill and burn everything. 

He a1ao offered his opinions on dlia VC eva1uatlon: 

I don'C think thB Front's polnt t~at tbe Amerlcan 
troopB lack courage is ri~\t. When eneaged ln battles, 1 
and many othar. friends found that the American ao1dlera 
too woald flgbt to the end. As soon a8 our alde had 
fired a couple oe shots, they l'10uld launch an aasau1t 
right ~lay. As for the contention that the ARVN troops 
are weok in spirit and afraid to die, t doo't thtnk it 
Is entirely true. There are many ARVN unita, luch •• 
the paratroopara, that flsht hard and wall, which 
caused the I1beratlon troops to worry. But there 
l7ero also units that fled in confusion once theil' 
co~nderB wa~e killed. As for tho remarks that 
tho ROK troops are cruel, t believe it i8 right. 
'the people sald so U'..1nytir.:cs :md hated them vllry much. 

2. An NVA prisoner, who W~8 a Labor Youth member, and 
who held the rank of corporal with the 4th Compaay, 200th Battal~ 

(dependent upon tho Sao Vang Division). related what he had heard 
from vil13gors r~~3rdlns the Korean soldier. and their comparlloa" . 
with A~~ric~n Goldiers: 

I h~ve 11card people Itvin~ in VC 4 control1ed hamlets, 
"ho h:ld 10ft the Dclt~ for tb~ mountains, say that 
l(orcan :'loldicrs Here very b;1cb.1rous Dond crue'.: the, 
'Hould come into Front-cont.rolled hl.Ul11et& and would 
kill every person they met, including women. old 
p\loplo and c"ildran. T'1cy t.zould also set fire to 
the vil14r,erst hOU'2S. T~Q people had I.id they had 
nover seen more cruel soldiers. 
T~c vlllar,crs made a cam?srlson between American and 
i<ore£1n soldiers. ~!~ny said the Americans, when the, 
come into VC-controlled ~arolet8. would just arre.C 
all the men they mec, but would neve~ tOUGh .lthel' 

" 
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women or children. They uould arrest the men and 
to1to tham a'-14Y. but would not ill-treat nor sl100t 
nor kill any of tho prisoners. Alao, they would 

====::;::::===ftnftievmenrr:.Cffiitroy pr!v.:lce property. Sometimes tho, 
,~ould (!v(m give firot-aid treatment to wounded 
civiliana. especially chlldren, and would taka 
care of them. On the contrary, goreane would not 
have any consideration arid would shoot at anyone 
they meet in the hamlet. 

3. AI) NVA ra111er. who served .a a privata in the 

lat Squad. DKZ 75 Platoon, 4th Company. 6th Batta11on, 95th 

Regiment. of the 325th Dlvision. related a general,optnlon.Whlch 
he felt both the "Revolutionary Forces" and "the peopl." had of 

the Roroans: 
The Revolutionary Forces mostly hated the Korean 
troopo bocause they ldlled and raped people. They 
avon shot chlldren, so it's a merciless war with them. 
People osid so. The Koreans wore daredevil and over­
confident. They fired a lot. 

4. A prisoner, who-had regrouped from North Vietnam, 
who was a member Qf the LLlbor ~o\1th o'lnd served aa a squad leadec 

in a Local Force c~lpany which was just in the procels of beiDa 

formad in Phu 11y iliatrict. expressed this opinion regard1Qa the 
- Koreansr 

It myself, h:ato tho t(ore:ano. I heard the villagers 
341 that the t{orcan troOl)C tc:tllcd innocent people,. 
burned dmm thair homao, and raped the woman when 
the, t'lent on sn operation at Vinh Thanh. 

5. A rallier who had roerouped from North Vietnam, 
. , 

"-lho 'fOO a P:arty offic141, 8nd uho -held the rank of Lieutenant aad 

the function of COri:pany Aasiatont polltic~l Officer ill the 4tb 
Co. of the Provincial E2J Battalion. compared the Koreans with 

the Americans: 

I novor encountered t,e Korenn forces, but,the Infantry 
did. My comrades who had dncountered them .sid the, 
were braver than the Americans and kept on movinl forwsrd 

L ___ _ 
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in ~pltQ of our heavy flre and their casualties. That 
w~s in the first encounters with our torces. LAter on. 
tha!=-dldQ 't--@SltaS4:1nS:~QUt!=-flr-=-4I11=1oD~but.=\l8.g.d-----­
relnforce~enta and artillery to deal with us. In 
general, their encircling and intervention tactics were 
better than th~ American. So the Korean.' fighting 
abilities were higher than the A~ericana·. But the 
peoplowere ,resentful a~Qinst thom because the, wera 
tnOro eruel than the Americans. In operations, when 
ask~d by the chtldren and old people not to damage 
their cropo, the AmQricana often agreed and had their • 
tonka or armored cars turned aside. It wasn't the 
8~ClQ ,\11th the Koreans, and thooe ,.,ho weren' t. out of 
tho way ran the rls1c of boing killed by r:hem,' The 
Koreans didn't distinguish the Communists frqm the 
people, and in the so-called Communist areas, the, 
killod at random. The Koreans also raped. . 

This oame subject alao compared the Koreana with the ARVH troop. 

Gnd cactico. In addition. ho discussed the effect ROK operat1oDa 

have on the movement of villagers away froD their ~ome.r 

The people worried a lot whon they hca~ abou~ the 
Koroans' baing stationed 1n our area. The ARVN In 
oporations didn't loot and burn house.. For tnataDce. 
once the ARVN camo to Cae Khonh Village and didp't 
cause any damar,o to t~e people. The people heard 
that, in other placeo, the ~orean8 killed people. 
burned houDoa an(.t toolt tho population away indiscrim­
Inately. not lUte the ARVlof. Tho people said that 
thay could Gtay hOlrs and talk with the ARVN in oper­
ations, but it t-1Otlldn' t be the same with the Koreans. 
Hh~ncver they learned -- throueh the a111ea' leaflets 
or the rumors -- that the Rorc~ns ~muld operata in 
tnc3ir vl11ace area, they t"0111d h\lve to leave their 
vlllaGo for OlOc"lhore because the Koreans would kill { 
them for having given s'lolter to the Communiata • . 

6. A prisoner. who wo. a Regroupee from North vtetnaD 

lind 4 Pllrty l·~mbQt', and "1110 va8 serving 8S a Platoon Leader and 

Guerrilla Instructor·for 4 Local Force unit ~ TU1 Phuo~ District, 
a1ao mentionod the effect the possible preaen~. of ROK t~oopa 

have on the movema~t of vi1lagera away from thair homell 
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I don't knot., ho~, many vll1at;crs were left in the 
village llftcr t:,o recent tlational18t operatl.on. The 

======poople=movea=Ol1t.='-wtetrttnrCtbOpl. tho, heifa the 
Koroan troops woro cominG cud wore seized w1th frl.ght • 
••• • They had heard that the l{orean troops wera ex­
tremaly cruel. In Phuoc H04. they killed an entire 
hamlot. Dbd only fiva people escaped. 

7. A ralllor, who served os a Village Party Secretary 

to Nhon Phone Vl11c~e in An Nhon District. mentioned one incident 
lnvolvine Koreon troops and civilian viltasora: 

After they fought with the ve, the! Koresn troops, 
if they toot soma ooldiers, would ••• (pauso) ••• 
waD thia their policy, or was it the cruelty of 
the Kora.1n an:ty? I 'o1Onder ••• (pause) ••• they would 
brinn'out a lar~o number of vtlla~ers and kill them. 
For examplo, 1n K1nh T4i Hamlet the Korea.ns shot 
about 27 people, including old people. young women, 
children cnd pror;t1:lnt wOtttCn. The Koreana put .them 
into a house and threw grenades inslde. The house 
CQught fire and bumed all 27 people. ' 

This sama Village Party Secretary also descr1bed s~ vlllage~ 
reactions to Korean operations and the methods used bl the local 
VC ~uthorltlcs to ovorcome the result~ag doubts and insecurity 
among the people 4nd the ve. 

After tho I~orcoln Dll~ep operutlona, the people spread 
the ,;rOl:u t'l.lt tl1cre t";~re rony Korean troops Gnd that 
the:! '\'ctc DtLO;:I'~. Th.':!? w:aad eU~r.'1.11la tactics that 
could l;.~ '.~ t:·,:! V\~ ~.~Ci:iC9. Th.,:;'G \I;lY tlle ve can't 
deteat l:L1.:: • .:-nd ":,.,Vt: to run c,,\-;::y. Tho people became 
very coo~\i:.:~d i!~"I:l t.'ll1~ed each other into movln~ to 
the CWI '.l~4,~~ to ~i&1d security. 

After tho !:or~;:n ~",cap operations. thB VC policy 
changed. Tho blow by t:ho Koreans lett: most of the 
people burned out of their homas. Thore ,.,ere only 
a Ie", cadres loft. The pcoplo' 8 mrale suffered and 
they hesitated to o:lcrlfice any more. After that. 
tf,cre ,~aro resducLltion Clcetinr,9 to strenethon the 
morale of t~e :adrc8, the a~y. the ~errllla8, and 
the people. For example, after the GVN operation on 

L_-
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(::1rC;1 2, 1966, t:lcrc \·;.::a II larrc mcottnr, catled tile ( 

"lIintoric41 Rceduc.Jtion l:.:;ctin}'~··.L-_IiuLSept.embe.Lll.....-----------­
======-I%rr.ppcat crr-no-crlr-Mtnh woa brought out and 

studlcJ by the cadres. The study period. wera 
Gponsored by tho district. 


