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retarY Weinberget':' a~ked that I reply to your lett~r of " 
1,'1983, i~ regard to the matter of the purported'! 

script pfhis meeting with Prince Sultan, which was ~ . 
ished in the Leb~nese ne~s~per,AI Safir. . 

also attended that iDeeting,:I c'an assure you that" 
':-"'···-"""·ortedlftranBcr,f.pt .U a total' falsehood and another examp 

. ,rude, disinf6~atiqn. As you may be aware, ,hostile· inte 
ence services ~ffen reBor-tto publ~shed forgerie,s in an '" 

:i':u ..... "'~&.; ... to influ~nce U.S. public opinion •. We. have not bee,n, ... '. 
tb as~ertatm the,orig!n of.this forgery, as the'authQr, 

'. 'the news .story, .AI Saflr ':s Washington Correspondent . 
. eh claims that b'e receIved the· document· in· French, .mail . 

HIW.~,· .. glB<. ~n envelQpe ~tth, a Paris postmark. It . is clear, however 
1;' it aims' to c:f1scredi.~· Secretary Weinberger through the 
tation that he.is concealing ,information ' from the Presi 

,lJI' .... _ .... ls overlY"close to the~ Saudis, as, well as . publicizing 
....... "0'1:· U.S. ;;"Saudi defense cooperation ~in a manner to arouse ':":~ .' 

itlon ,both among ·supporter.s of Israel in the U.S. an,d 'j 
8 :among'radical. Arabs.. , ' . ,) 

e'be 'adv18ed ttia~. no 'transcript f' the proceedings ~as 
IUYlJ,U:~;. 'Naturally' ecre'tary' Weinberge qent a repor ng caDl 

,Presiden and the Secretary State. immed tel~Ol 
.""""'"'" - the tal .. , 'A. ,you know; th ie cables are l~ay. r 

e.commu cated o~ly'to thol in the Whit oUle'a d 
Departm nt who have

l 
.• need 0 know. " 

• ; ., I .' • 

eJ;".ltent,,~ 'the ·ptlnelpal··focus of the meeting waa on .' 
flJ~=~:~··~' n cria!" 'ai the meeting took place. at the time SecTe , 

tz wa,s c:onduc~ .' b~.;·.huttlll! dip1emacy in the Middle . 
f'-"',,-·,. effott,. to b~.: the ,d.~d,loc~. I...ecreta:ry~elnberler : 

lnt.r •• t.d. in' lor.l~a approach •• by,: Saud 1. Arabia th,t, 
1"" .......... peral1ade.· .', thdraw .fr9Dl Leban9~, ~ •. ~ar.el,~~d: '. aar •• d .. ,t~ . . ' .... ' . ..'.., .. , . 
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f;1n . ~O ~~~.·.~:~o;lQ~~/ ·t~~·;"bOl. rani. of bioi.taral 
.' . "relat'lona' waa:'~!'~;.,dlac~ •• d •. a8 18 the' case every 
' ... ~old o~r ,jolnt~~~11Ifilrymeetin8.a wi~h the Saudia •. 

... , .... oaa.a'·aaaur •. yo'tl·tbat .• (l'of·cour.a, nocolDmltmenta .were made' 
",aales, aj.obv~ou.ly nona eould be·made'·wlthout the "j! 

w,ts~)tt .of .. both:the<!~.cutlv. and.cthe Legislative Branches • .. ;1" 
. very we,ll kDCMl:to,·the 'Saudi.' '8S' a result. of the. 1;.\!. 

_ .. ,"' ......... .. over thi !AWACSplan8' arid other items. THat ia why:; 
.wapaperar~ic18 i8 loabaurd. \ . . . . 
~ - ~' i: ~ ;:' ., , \ 

.... . .: .. Slncer~lY ,.: .. 

. .r·. Ll L.·.:·11 ~,".f ~.~ 
.. :~;/.;' ·e. ,.:' '\. L I~~ 

J.. .' ,; .' .:~ ... ::..... . R~cbarQ L. Armitage . . 
(. . .. >':;:·i>·,:·,;/Aa.latarjt· S~cretary of Defense . . 
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