
SE6ftET 
THE SECRETARV OF DErEN 

W¥HINGTON, THE DISTRICT OF COL 

DECLASSIFIED 1N FULL 
Authority: EO 13526 :. , 

... Chief, Records '& Declass Di¥, WHS . 
. . , ' "Date: A 4,G ! 11 lSlll i. 

"';MEMORANDUM POR'THE cHAIRMAN, JOINT CHIEFS,OP STAFP " ,'. ~ , 

SUBJEC~:' Relea.e of I-Chaparral (MIM-72C) to; SaucU 
. , 

, . '. . ~ . . 
ItJI'f:' In your,.~emorandum of 24.0ctober 1983, you nT'_I11.~ 

an explicit analys.isof ,factors ,favoring and mitigating 
release o~ the· ... r-,Chaparral (MIM-72C), concluding with 
mendatiolf .:"thft this weapon system not be rele~sed to th4!)I~rjfl. 
'm~nt of. t;audi Arabia. '1 approved that recommendation 
SaucH Goyerninentwas' so: informed. i . . . 

e, 

II1I'I In:the past three months, however, a number of • 
.. opment,s have'" o~curr~d J:hat make it advisable to review Ont1:!811'IB' 

'more tile. 'Saudireques.t' to purchase the' I-Chaparral ( 
The detltioratlng·palitical and 'military situation in 

.·Persian Gulf has motivated. the Saudi' Government to becorD&!Iio 
. >.'.considerably more forthcoming to our~ requests for i :~.I!.F.I!K' 
:. joint continqenc:yplanning~,· The recent join~ consultati~til.f1lh.illji' 

'between SaudI Arobanador Pl.'!nce Bandar and. your staff as ,., '~~~:f!~l.II~~. 
'as thh' discussions·;·~in.Riya.dn: between Saudi' Def,nse' Minigtl~~ll1l;'1.1B 
. Prince Sult,an' and our team (LtGen Thomson and MajGen Tixil!'~!JIp.!;ln~: 
indicate' a',m~ch cireiter Saudi responsiveness to 'our con~ilf1(jliftlilUi: 
needs, whichinc.\ud.e '~ong' other .requirements access to 
Dhahran facilitas. . 

.' ~ prince SU'1ta~, in his meeting with LtGen . 
t-laj<len TixieroR 21 Janu'ary 1984, specifically requested' 

" ' 'the U.S. Government. reconsider the' 'decision not to sell 
1-,.;+i~!~~~~"""";~·~M';';:7-2~ Chaparr.~.·;arid:permit t~t!m to purchase, -at ieast~';~ _Jim 

, battery to, use :fOr\d~fense of Dhahrall.· W~il. recogniz ........ __ , 
I ';. merits of the ,.i:9uiDeri~s, listed in your 24 October 1983/m4a1i 

. . dum, it'"would'appear-,that tile evolvinq 'Political clinulte!1.'111Im 
allow us·to bemore,forthcominq at this time~ The fa'ct I 

,<.' thel'eis athtee. and'a ha1( year lead time for this ,f,G Iv.H.1II .. Nllfftfl 

., after. a formal, Saudi decision to. procure it may a1,,0 mi 
'7,. o'ur _ seo~n,;ltyctonce.l:n'; •.. , .. ': .' ',' 

,. -·..-r~-~-;;wo.Uld:~'ll·ke: ' 
7 ~eb.ruary 8~_:ri'i!:' ,", 
. : . . . ~ ~. . "',.' ,r .",. "- " .. 

'~." .... 


