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" SUBJECT: FRelease of I-Chaparral (MIM-72C) to, Saudi ‘Arab

‘r,

" In your memorandum of 24 Octobér 1983, you pr
‘an explicit analysig of factors favoring and mitigating
‘release of the:I= Chapatral (MIM-72C), concluding with t
mendationuthat this weapon system not be released to th
ment of Saudi Arabia. ‘I approved that tecommendation a
Saudi Govetnment was so ‘informed. o -

. 0!7 In. the past three months, however, a \ number o
opments have’occurred that make it advisable to review ong
more the Saudi request to purchase the I-Chaparral (MIM-7g
The det¥riorating political and military situation in t
Persian Gulf has motivated the Saudi’ Government to beco
considerably more forthcoming to our requests for incre
joint contingency ‘planning..- The recent joint consultati
between Saudi. Ambassador Pxince Bandar and your staff a
‘as thk discussions” 1nrRiyadn between Saudi Defense Minis
~Prince Sultan and our team (LtGen Thomson and MajGen Tix
indicate a mych greater Saudi responsivenéss to ‘our contf
' needs, which 1nclude -among "other requxrements access to
;Dhahran facilitfes. T

i’ N7 1 Prince Sultan, in his meetlng with LtGen Thoms-
e;EMa)ben Tixier om 21 January 1984, specifically requested
- the US. Government reconsider the decision not to sell
TMIN=72C Chaparral. and . permit them to purchase *at least
. 'battery to:use ‘for defense of Dhahrah.” While recoqnizi
. merits of the argunents listed in your 24 October 1983:'m
~ dum, it-w6u1d appear-that the evolving political climateiis
~ allow us-to be more forthcoming at this time. The fact ¢

- there is a three and a half year lead time for this/syst‘"«
_ after a formal Saudi dectsion to. procure it may alao mi
<~out seoarity ¢oncerns. .,' . . o .. .




