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December 1, 1983 

.';, Honorable CasparW. ,'Weinbe~ger 
"i':~';;''''' Secretary. of, Defense' .. .. : 

.i"':,:>t. Th4l Pent~gon , , 

':-

4&.'. " 
Page d~termined tO,be Unclass;ified 

, Reviewed Chief, ROD, WHS 
, ,Waahi~gtonl- D.,C.,. 20301 

,." ..... , Dear. Mr., Secr~tary: 

lAW EO 1362$, Slation 3,5 

Date! SEP 2 4 • 

'j ",.: .~;. -',. ' . ~ ,;". ",' 

j~emsuDfor~tUnate 'that,a gulf was created bet:WllleI.~:1J 
. cause a', aO~c:alle(Fverbat1m transcript was printed in 
tion ;Al. Safir~" ;lwould'gr81ltly appreciate it if you C~IIIiQ 

mQretlghtan the 8our~e of'the transcript or prov:l<1~~'tlt.>tI_iO~$atljOIl 
:errora jc:~tained In·:the· publication. 
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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 

./ 

Honorable D,nte B.Fascell 
Chaiman, Subcommittee on 

International.Operat~ons 
U.S.,House of Representatives 
Washington. D. C.· 20515 

.. 
Dear Congressman: 

" 

Page detertylined to be Unclassified 
Reviewed Chief, ROp. WHS 
lAW EO 1:3526. SectIon 3.5 

"Date: s£p 2 4 '2DB 

Secretary Weinberger.asked that I reply to your 
'Dec.ember 1, 1983, in regard to the mattet: of the 
transcript of his meetin~ ~ith,Prince Sultan,which. 
published in the Lebanese 'newspaper Al Safir. 

• • • I 

Having a180 attended that meeting. I can assure you " 
p~rportecf transcript is a total falsehood and another,' 
of ,crude disinformation.As you may be aware, "no'stile:ltu:tftE~:iJ~ 
llgence services often resort to published forgeries .".3 !Ij··'''ln 

effort to influence U.S. public opinion. 'We have not<i 
able to ascertaIn the origin of this forgery, as the a!t(t:ll'lj 
o"f. the news story, Al Safir's Washington Correspondentl'l¥lCl~ll~ 
Rafeh . clahl&·,thG ·he rece1 ved. the document-ln,.Frenchr-;'·;~ ..... ~~~;.:~ 
,in an envelope with a Paris postmark. It is clear. 
that it aims to discredit Secretary Weinbergerth ugl~~:~:~.:~r. 
imputation that he is concealing information from 
and hoverly close to the Saudis. as we~l as pubUciz:l~h't~it~:te 
close U.S~-Saudi defense cooperation in a manner to 
opposition both among supporters of Israel in the U.S 
perhap8amo~g radical Arabs. . 

"'l: 
:1 Pleaaebe advised that no transcript of the proceed 

,<f"'t:'.h, .. ;, :~e.Pt,i ,Natura~ly Secretary Weinberger sent a rep9r t 
" to the President and the Secretary of State 111med,iate 
.~;:~ lowing, the talks'. As you know. these cables, are al 
;(r~:: and. are communicated only to those in the Wh~te House, 
i,S: St4te Dep4rtment who have a need ~o know. ' ,. '.' . 

In: general ,terms, the principal foe,uti of themeet~~ • 
. ·'~I't'. ,lAbanoner.lal'a;. :.athe meeting took place at _tho e time ; ':'.1 ·~.il,i}>: Stiultz:wa.:t.con~uctlt:lghla ·shuttle diplomacy in.t~e: 

. " ':yJ~~,: in hli' ,:effort ;tolbreaktbe deadlock •. ' Sec-retarYJ jle 
mOst ~ntet-e~ted'iD'explorlng approaches ,by5,audi; . 
wQuldperauade,Syria, to withdraw from Lebarion, as 18 
Just ·,agre~:to,~~t_bdraw its .~or.ces.' 

. , . ,;":,,:::J ' .. ' i <, '" , "; .. ' .' .. ': ' ...••. , . 
'The,rewere a180 -cifscussioDs.conceming recent, Gee via 

, was~tnftoll' an4 I exctlanges~of ,views concerni~g 't.~& 81; 
, tJ:ie ". qu .. ,;,.~.;,. -,.' .. . '. ,', ':,.' '," ;: ;":' ,"> 
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In addition tcf th4se topics, the whole range of biisteral;, 
security relations was also dis~ussed, as is the case·eve 
time we hold our joint military meetings with the Saudis.! 

'. ,I can assure 'you that, of course, 'no commitments .were mad . 
. ' on arms sales, as obviously' none could be made without 

support of both the. Executive and the Legislative Branch 
.. This is very well known to the Saudis as a result of the 
debates over the AWACS planes and other items. That is 
the newspaper article is so absurd.' .' 

• 
S,incerely, 

TLL1L. ~~ 
Richard L. Armitage .. 

Assistant Secretary of Defense 
(International Security Affairs 

.... ' 
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