Honorable Gillis Long
“U. §. House of Representatives
Neshington, D C. 20515 .

- Pége determinéd to be Unclassified
Revuewed Chief, RDD, WHS
' JAW EO 13526, Section 3.5

"D gEp 24 an

o] am” replying to your letter of November 3, l983 in whicn_
you requested.additional information about the Mny neetin; betweer
Saudi Minister of Defense end Aviation Prince Sultan bin Abd al
Aziz.end nyself ' .

Dear Congressnnn'

. "'No transcript of the proceedings was kept. Naturally I
a reporting ‘cable- to the President ‘and the Secretary of State
immedietely following the talks. As you know, these cables a
- always nsivate ‘and are communicated only to those in the White
House an the State Departnent who have 3 need to know.

In general terms, the principal focus of the meeting was
.the Lebanon crisis, as the meeting took place at the time Secret; y
Shultz was conducting his shuttle diplomacy in the Middle Bastj y

‘his’effort to break the deadlock. J was most interested in exp
‘ing spproaches by Saudi Arabia that would persuade Syria t¢ wit
: fron Lebanon, as 1srael htl just agreed to withdraw its forges: '

L There were ‘also: di;Cussions concerning recent GCC visitor:
zaigington and exchenges of’ views concerning the situation in
u . it

N 1In addition to these topics, the whole range of bilatera .
©.security relations was also discussed, as is the case every tin e
i-we,hold our joint nilitary meetings with the Saudis. I can asgu
‘you that, of course, no commitments were made on arms sales, as
- obviously none could. be made without the support of both the
. :Executive and. the.Legislative Branches. This is very well known
to.the Saudis ‘as.a result of the debates over the AWACS plane
and other items.. That is why the newspaper article is so abs rd
It s similar to & claim that I promised someone Federal mone i
,Evitbout an appropriation by the Congress. o .
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. 19 November 1983
Secretary of Defep?gc DEF
: 1 2]

Mcmo 'F;r ‘

. !ou asked that I try my hand at
a reply to Congressman Long concern-

I have drafted’ a slightly more informa-
tive ‘letter. I hesitate to say that
there: aré "no notes™ because there ‘is .a
teporting cable which went to the Presi-
dent and the SecState. I am gjiven to
_Understand ‘that this cable did not re-
‘main Just: with those two principals,
but: was dirculated throughout the
State bureaucracy as well as the NSCs..
~ 1 will be glad to be more forthcoming
in the reply, but pethaps you would
like ‘to see the co
to the Presiden

-

Very respectfully,

Wy
fgichatd L. Arm#tggeﬁ

ing your meeting with MODA Sultan. '“rg,f
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