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Page determined to be Unclassified

The Honorable Caspar W. Hefnberger

Secretary of Defense Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS -
The Pentagon. {)AW EO0 13526, Section 35
Wash n, D.C. 20301  « H

ashington, D.C 0 ate: AUG 2 1 %13 |

‘Dear Mr. Secretary: ‘ o

" Attached 18 a copy of the letter 1 sent to you on September 1
regarding a matter that 1 believe to be very important., To date,
1 have not received your response.

You were very distressed when | released my letter to you of
August 17 after having provided you with the original. This time
to oblige you, 1 decided not to relegse my September lst-letter
until I had received your response. I

your earliest consideration.

All the best.

y

‘ .

R

Original sent by mail '
wpykmt,by telex =

enclosure

© Office of the Secretary of Defense 3~ U $'€ 5 Sz

© Reason: s

-would ask that you give this

Sincerely,"

Do

. Koch
Mayor

.

Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS . @ .
Date: 22 Au b Zo( 3 Authority: EO 13526
Deelassify: X DenyinFull:

Deelassify i Part:
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*  respoasible for that coafusion.

.part or on the part of our government whether in” the Lebanese press or

"'_l‘ul:-CrrY or Nzw Yomk
. OFFICE OF THE MAYOR ¥
NEw Yomrx, N.Y. 10007

a

September 1, 1983

. Page determined to b Unciassified .,
The Honorable Caspar W. Weinberger Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS . ’
Secretary of Defense . IAW EO 13526, Sact(on 35 "
The P
Washington, D.C. 20301 | . " aUG 2 1200 .
De;r‘Hr. Secretary: . .

“Thank you for your letter of August 25. [ can certnnly apptecute
your concern over this matter as I hope you can ;pprecute mine. 1
share your expressed view that "the American public is ill-served by the

confusion ¢reated by this obvious forgery" but 1 am "surprised and- .
disappointed” (to use your words) that you would mply that 1 am in part

As you know, the tunlcnpt at issue was published‘in the Lebanese

news magazine, Al Sapir, om July 17, 1983. For more than a month, there
was no denial, demand for retraction or any public explanation on your

here at home. Certainly:these allegstions were serious encugh to the
United States as well as our allies, to warrant reply of some sort. It )
was their inicial publxcatxon and the failure of response which is
responsible for any possible “confusion”. As a public officisl and in

my capacity as a private citizen when ! became avare of these charges I
felt a duty to see to it that the record was set straight. To my
knowledge you have not yet responded to Al Sapir, if you have I would
appreciate receiving your reply. . While [ would never rake the position
that your own comments on this matter are anything but the truth, I
sincerely believe that in order to maintain America's credibility with
our allies, you must dispel qven the perception that such a recitation

of the May 12 meeting could conceivably be true. 1 believe this iseus
must be addressed more carefully and more specifically decause although
pcrnonally 1 would accept at face value your assertion that the transtipt
is an "obvious !pr;cry othars wvho are not so trusting do not. 1n order
to put this matter to rest co-plcnly. 1 suggest that you might address
the allegation that your meeting with the Saudi Defense Minister on May

; 12, in hril. includod diocuniou of thc !olloviu; iuun'




\

a

the Iarleli-chanaqc vi:hdrnval a;rcenent' the Saudi request: fo: 2
quadyon of F-15 jats (and President Reagan's ignorance of this request
becaube of the fear of him leaking information to Congress); the .
.Regignal - Integrated Air Defense system; the sale to Israel o! the “Lavi"
jet; and the Saudi tequtut of M-1 tanks, which even the Ancric.n forces

do not -have,

Ydur letter and public denisl related to what nppeuted in the
transcript. You and 1 know that there can be nuances whi¢h would make
the transcript "a complete fabrication” but nevertheless allow for the
delivery to Saudi Arabia of the advanced equipment but in different
quantities and at different times and under different circumstances, and
covered at the meetxng of May 12.

If you. can unequxvocnlly deny having dxscuuled thele 1ten| at the
May 12 meeting it yould be imperative to.do so. Certainly, if you have
made the alleged commitments oo arm sales or deliveries, which after all
are subject to Congressional approval, and have to date withheld such
information from the public, you now have an obligation to disclose’ it
whatever the political strategy might have been to keep it secret, if
that be the case. :

America has a right to know for what, if anything, it is committed
‘to the Saudis in the way of arm sales and deserves to know now rather
than after the . 1984 presidential elections. Therefore, I again urge
that you fully comment on the allegations above espccxnlly thocc relatxng

to the delivery of arms.
Page determined to be Unclasslﬂed

All the best. A »‘{ Reviewed Chief, RDD, WHS
. © . IAWEQ 13526, Section 3.5
sincer=ale: AUG 2 1 203

@ Edwar I. Koch
ﬂ AYOR




