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Dear Congressman:’

Thank you for your letter of September 9, 1983, in which you
expressed your interest in the Secretary of Defense's reply to
Mayor Koch's concerns in regard to an alleged trdnscript of his
conversation with Saudi Minister of Defense Prince Sultan. I
understand that his reply may have already come to your attention.
In view of the fact that the correspondence between Mayor Koch ’
. .and Secretary Weinberger 'is now-in the public domain, I.am
‘enclosing a copy of his response. :

~ S . Sincerely,

A S

e Ty e
PeQgy Haberstroh

- Special Assistant for
Foreign Affajrs’

‘Enclosure

Office of the Secretary'of Defense SUsc 5§82
Chief, RDD, ESD, WHS 't ah

Date: 2 24{(& Z 5’3 Authority: EO 13526
Declassify: _- Deny in Full:

Declassify in Part? e

Reason: .

MDR: 17 -M--$/4°4 ] .




o / Tpouse of Representatives

WumaTon, Manvune 20008

~
o brere "'u'i-‘»"»'ﬁ SEP 27 AN 1 00

COMMITTER ON PORILIGN APFAIRS

LTHE S"CRE J\Y Or DEFENSE

CHAIRMAN,
PITER-AMERICAN APPAIRS

MEMBER, HUMAN RIGHTE AND

INTEANATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

COMMITTER OM THE DISTRICT
OF COLUMBIA

— Congrzas of the Tnited States | M, Sev oremaTions

MEMEER, JUOICIARY AND
EDUCATION

(301) p4e-se0t IlnbhununillL 203158 nnuut::z:::z?n-wuz‘

September 9, 1983
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Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have seen a transcript of a conversation you are
reported to have had with the Saudi Defense Minister, Sultan
Ben Abd el Aziz. The Mayor of the City of New York,
Honorable Edward I. Koch, brought the transcript to my
attention; I understand that it was printed in the July-17, 1983
issue of the Lebanese magazine, Al Sapir.

I know that the Mayor has raised somMe of his concerns
about this meeting in his August 17th letter .to you, among.
them being the veracity of the Al Sapir account. I would
appreciate it very much if you could comment on the Al Sagzr
account, the accuracy of the transcript, and the Mayor's
concerns about a demopstration for the Saudis of a new U.S.
tank, about informing the President ©f Saudi arms requests,
and providing a NSC ,report to Emir Bendar. Enclosed is a
copy of the transcript that was printed in Al Sapir.

Thank you very much for your consideration of this
request. I look forward to your reply. ‘

I

Sincerely,
® %Hichaé Barnes
MDB/10 ,

Enclosure ”
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' r‘aio.x._u he speting of e i.o. Secretary
of Defense, Caspar Welsberger, snd the Seudt
Defenece Minister, Sultam e ADd ol Aziz

‘Paris, ey 12, 196)

D9 Sousoe: Al Sepir, Lebanop, 7.17.83
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The mseeting oe-acod vun a mon bv Wainberger oa ‘the main points .
o! the :uuu—m nn.at. Weinbsrger apalogized for Mr. having

4 copy of the nn-.nt. Be explained that, ae ‘tho U.S. 13 not & party
to the agreement, it cannot distribute copies of i:. Only the lLebansse
and Isreelis mey distridute uyxu. of the agreement (at this poiae,
Weinberger's Atmuﬁ was drawva to the fact that Schultx hed g}na e
copy to Emir Saud Al Faisal during their seeting in Saudia oa $/1/80 .
Weinberges: Ia emy case, I cam assure Nis Righmess that the syreement is
anzyqoodcnﬂ“ is te the bemefit of the Arabs, or st leset ts
the benafit of one Arab cowmtzy. It is not & perfect aqrsemant, but it
does stipulate that Isreel will vithdrew from am Arab coustsy. and this
in itself should be welcomed by Ared COUBRZiSe, at least the friemdly
ones . .'no U.8. is relying oa her friends’ .qi.l»enco to the agree~
ment, n that these friends can persuade other countries to .ceon ie.
he s§1un T know nae [ % trtcnd Weinberger is sliuvding 0. lnn day
1 hear and read u the Mvspmn and oa television that the key for.a
solution is in the Saudi's hands, and that the Saudis can compel the
Syrians and the PLO té withdraw.” There is some exaggeration in this.
It is true that Saudi Aklpti acts discreetly, in izs own special way,
without thresats or shouts, but its :afluence on zhe Syrians is not as
_ t‘.hc vorld pi:eoinl it. In any case, we shall leave these Ratters to tha
King, President Meagen and Secretary Schulti. I and my friend Wein-
bexger us"i‘&!mo ainiscers and we should aot intervene in the intermal
affairs of other miaistries. Me should discuss only defemse smatters.
Weloperger: I aqree. There are twe mdtters which are creleted to defense
and Mch 1 omu like to preseat to you. 1 can assure you that dis-
cussing them vu.l act constitute iaterveation in the -uun of
Seeretary Sebuits or the Bals Sawd. These tvo Batters are of grest
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coRcern to us, and I am sure that they are of even greater concern to
you. 'l am zeferring to the enhanaed Soviet presence in Syris--the in-
cresse ia the Awmber of Soviet advisors and the M-TOI of $.A. 5 and
S.A. 10 aiseiles, vhich, socordisg to cur information, can be equipped
vith suclear verheads. Syria has Deomme the mew Afghanistas, bDut
vithout a formel Sevies iavesion. The Syrisme delieve that the Soviets
are giving them the aid and the sdvisors and the missiles for love of
o syria, ‘NS of cousse that is a0t 80. As you said in our last meeting,

mmtou aze mmmmn te £ish in and varw waters to
sit ia. . ) -

Afogr the dismal fallere of thaif weaponry Last year, they vish to
'prove through the Syriame thet they have good weapohs. Their arme
sales have been dealt & severe blow ia the Third World. Scme states
have started to turn to other coumtries to buy m--umly to
!‘nneq. Thers is aleo the lran-Irsq war, which can already be termed
a m of attrition. |

Secretary of State Schulcts told me of his meeting vtgh Mr. Targ
Aziz tvo days ago. NMr. Aziz expressed Iraq's nm;- wish to bdring
the ver to an oad. in light of the deaths of youths on both sides.
According to our inforiation the Iraqis are prepared and viuihq to
cuse the muuuu u.-nt Mumuly but {t seems that the
Irenian leaders age Dent on persomal vengeance towards the Iraqi
- leadezship, and the victime are 16-12 year old childsen who are beirg
uuu by the m every deoy.
LTI et e, friesd nflams 1 sl te
‘“ o e vieh m ALl wie
muo‘o‘-;w i'."é'z.:.’.f".. tobanen and 1 o refeiring to the ineressed
$h1ite ewtzenisn in Besl-Seq ead Beges—an inflesace WAich is hurtured

by Izaa and precected by Syria.

5
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The pouq of the U.8. is to remain cn-pht.oly uutru in chis

: vn.' e -Mu not eell u'- to any sida. We do not have any contacts
vith either party, £ut we do support efforts which may coavince them
to agree to A cease-fire amd to negotiations. ‘M you know, we hcv'.,'
quietly worked to prevent the empansion of the var o a larger area,
and in thias eonun we mm:u to improve our relatioms with
Izaqg. Nr. Schulti's asetiag with Nr. Asiz vas & link {ia a series of

. contacts betwesn us, 88 you kaow, but regretfully one of m‘mul
which are delaying C mttiu‘ o!!org is t.l.v lack of A ¢clear Irsqi
policy on t.l;lbllll, oomhuy on groupe such as Abu-Nidal.

Ihe Sultan: I aqree vith sy tuiu o all the points wiich he raised.

e are ¢~iag'all we can to help Iraq to retain their position, but the
U.S. meet 4o more ia this matter.

l;tnbomt: Aagretfully, the U.$. does aot have relatioas vith both
‘sides and does not have leverage over them. Of ocurse, we m operating
guietly, and :anq;a intermadiary couatries, and lately we have succeeded
in bridging both sides to one table to discuss the oil spill in the

"cuu. and wa hops that thess contacts will lead to further comntacts.

. Sultan: T would like to discuss ¥ith the honorable Secrecary the question
of the defense and military }aoopnnou betwveen Saudi Arabia and the’
U.S.. It is trws that we are u; constent contact through the joint
committes. However, the Emir BDendar has informed ae that the Meagan
Ah.tnuu-uc- hes not bon. givea motice yet of Saudi Arabia‘s x:.quut
for 20 7-13 jets. We wigh to receive them as early as possible, be-
cause tie Izanien danger is incressiag daily.

pum uc pnpuo‘ and every day a nev course for pilots
is uuuaod " wow n hm practically, a lacger number of ptlots than
\ planes, and wve snst get pl.n from whatever source so that the pilots

will be in a4 stete of constant prepasednsss. This is & problem for us.
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Yoiaberger: Your highaess, m s talk candidly. . .

Sulcan: Yes, yesa. Candor shove all else. We must spedk candidly. This,
has been the chazacter of ou relations for over 29 years.

Veinberger: All right. Ia all homesty--we kaow of your coatacts with the
Freach to buy weapons and jets. Thet is fine. It does not comcern

.the U.8.. It is Seudi Arabia‘'s affair. Ve do not vish eo 1ntox'v‘oo‘
in y;mx internal policy concerning acguisition of arms, but the 0.§5. is
willing u:‘consvtdo: Ssudi Arabia‘s request to receive a squadron of
7-13 jets. Nowever, 1 seggest that we 4o 0ot preseat the matter to
Coaqx‘ni- before 1984, end parhepe preferably even later tham that. I
would like to coafirm to you, &8 Buir Bendar knows, that President
Meagan doss not know ot YOur request. There is good reason for this,
for as you know the Aainistration is suffering from leakage of infor-
mation, and if we were to inform President Reegen of your request it
would be lmgd to Congress axd the prees, and a problem would de .
created hampering the delivery of asw weapons to Saudi Arabia. .

" The mir Bendar: If the air Sultas aad Nr. Weinberqer will allow me--
ve wish to m M-mrtm weaponry for this very nuca e

do nox wish to become imlM u another campaign like tha one surround-

ing the Awacs, vhich was a tcudnm and embarrassing affair for Saudi
Arabia, evea thowgh we wvere ultimecaly victorious ia the campaign. '
AMditionally, the Sewdi air force wishes to variegate ity weapons and
aircrafe,it should not be mg OR ON8 sOuUICe O On only one type
ot m and alrcraft. Additiomally, the U.S. promised us during the
mmmumnuu‘-t-um md veuld even
0.'11 e vish basd aﬂ ﬁ M u-

Npinporeey: Me. se, as! -ncnm plesse. I 40 aet believe that
we promised. |

Sondeg: Iq.mmmmnwu mmm

s




, 3 .
qmucn\ol the P<18'e ‘,-.“';.‘ antil aow ve have not received the
additional bombh rachs for the .lﬁ we u.rucy have, and thq sdditional
fuel canks as well. '
Veinbergesr: I believe that wd. Wondslasyer dealt with this iasue.
Ganersl Wendelmeyer: The Batiomal Security Cowncil dealt with this Lssue
mum. Mxmmmmumpmtmamnnm
ntur“itmhndymtn&
'_l_t_x_n__hom_x_z Cnngtn-mo!ﬂ.muhum whea it will
be ready? But t'e. already state that tho regert will -tfrcc 0.8. dis~
satisfaction with the Ssudi m'“u“ of non-American weapons and
aircraft. Saudi Arabia {s not the only country in the Gulf to have done
this. Kwwait and other Gulf countries have started purchasing Freach
‘weapons ind Mirege-2000 jets. I am daisg eriticised thet T travel fre-
quencly to sell Amsrican erms, bet I Delieve that Ar. Amnessm, the Freach
Dafense Rinister, has pnqui . ' -
xauycmmmlyummtmmuummmc!m
l I.A.0. pl-n (Regicnal Integrated Air Defease)which necessitates a
uniform systes of weapoms and aircraft ia omx to form a uniform air
dafense structure for the protection of the Gulf States. If the Gulf
States will buy ﬁo.—mrien wegpons we shall be forced to maka a radical
' change ia R.I.A.0. which -aui be very coetly. All the affort which
we have put into building m systea will 9o te vasce.
Sultan: If ny tth“ ne. !ow -ux permit n—-att‘: the Macs
campaiqn, Sewdi. h‘h l.ou tu will to work vith the U.S.. The homor-
able Secretary asationed that the idee :uu be presented to Congress
even after 1984, and this is really our probles with the U.S. whem ve
stast ccauquuu any m uu-m is little time lef: botoro un
ocmrm-m.unummuum.m‘u
cqup-‘mwnunn"wmqmuulnm
President and Conyrese are elecved. Page determined to be Unclassified
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In all hooesty, if El g-nn-n»oaa-!.« Eu»-ﬁ.-n»oa Democratic
or '!.E.»o-b.}.:» arcwse an affair -E:n to the Awacs affair--saudsi.
Arabia shall be forced to alter its defense policy~-for our enemies are

' BeTowe and they utilise amy opportumaity to attack Saudi Arabia. the
Roysl Pamily and ite howor. ,
They produce movie and televisioa films on the Roysl Family. Every
. day am -n.nnn_.o is published on-weste and corruption. Thias (s sot n,on us.

You have & democratic regims and it's obvious that you csanot silence the
press. -Still...

Weinberger: There are ethes mstters vich we would like to discuss, buet
‘whem wa Teturn to Weshisgton I swgyest that the Tmir Bendar meet with
Genersl Secord(?) asd Geseral Wendelserer(?)—-to find & way, waich would
be satisfactory to Sewdi Arabia., to solve the 7-18 problem. Wow, if you
vill permit me, I would like to go oa. to the problem of the M-l tanks.

. Sultany Excuse me. If my dear friead will Allow me. Defore we discuss

" the M-l n....r.-.co have heard that the U.S. is going to .62« Israsl with
jet enginee for the manufacture of a jet vhich.
Weinberger: Yes, yes, you ssan the jet called ‘'lLavi’'. This jet :»5 ap-
parently be produced Ny Israsl in the 1990°s. Our wespon linkgwith

Isrsel are crucisal for easuring and spurring :noow s willingness %o

surrender many of its 5».»&50 stands in the Pn-unn-no.: .5002-30:.
1f we would not fuacantee Isresl, and if we would not give her this cyps
of guarsatees fof her .o,nsnnn« Iszasl will not cooperats with us in the
future o 'nnonn ot fﬂ.ou to we and to our Arab friends. In Qeher
wosds, 'gﬁaiilillfﬁanﬂ
i’%li l!io!’nplﬂoolnrso
woeks, E!%gggiiﬂ 1scenl and
Lebenon. 1Isres)l yielded much and asbhemdoned I.n daifticule g

" which Lehascn could not have acceptad, .ln-n'aconvs-on;g

vw ¢ determined to be Unclassified
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50 hed President Reagen not decided to relessesthe planes whose delivery - )

aa

was being held up. Did you say something about n’. »1?

sultan: Yes. this is o very iaportast rﬁw«on for us. However, a long
time has gome vu. and ve still do not knew whether Saudi:- Azabia- will
Teceive these tanks, vhea, ..i how sasy planss. ' The Emir Beodar has

told se.

...a:..vo.nkonn Allow me, howorable Emir, to state that the delay vas not —
from our side. For over a year, or & year and a half, ve have been .
attespting to persvade «mc no come to nvo. c.u.. and to view a gnn-npma
or an expearimeat of this dew tanl® But we a!-l. not gottea youdr agree-
seat. -Siwsligqluilrniicc_punffn!us
u.&»:‘»-ain’gonging-ﬁui Some of the
tanks may participate in am oilaoo of the ‘: ol:.oin aonoo which
will take place this year. in the Galf. !nlﬁosrboc E.!lp is
not in the hands of the Amsrican oy evea. ,

tot»:.vd-vwonomo.onr'inonnggﬁn«. and it is
clear that oor»‘n% will not take place before 1996 .or 1987 or 1968.
Ceneral wendelmsyer knows the quantity, sppareatly. '
Sultan: Let me tell you candidly that if a vnogoi, shall rise in the
U.S. and {n Congreas about nvooo npuw- i their sale to Saudi Arabia,
then we do not want theam for we do not vant another affair like the
Macs affaix. As to the aﬂ’n»n« if wa will nx‘oon 2,000 you will
only sayi*Mo, 1,000 1s eacegh®. If we will request 1,000 you will say:
°300°. The truth {» nvon.lt.o‘!lvoo.»:o nvo':!tn .
n-lr.u- a0 that the t’nn»! : nvo Gul? shall be »n cooperation with ) . '
Oman. .. 3 | |
Weinberger: la any case we do too 03 a n‘owa: ia Coagress concerning
the tanks, besause .3 have { thsoesh: onnoulnonno with the Iscaelis
Enjxnpksa’l'»igl:u no»oo-nog ﬂ

, “Page determined to be Unclassified
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~ ohjection, as lip servics. But the quastity vill be fised according to
the Seudi Asshian army's Capecity to $heorh the tasks. I cam assuse

‘,..o...u-»!l_..,.l.oll:!.v.llkagonigt
Sultam: Of cowrse mot. I-hope thet there wom't be differences of opialqe
Wetnberyer: I see thet Ambasvedor Cato is wignalling thst it's time to °.
feturn to Washiagton. OUaless there is smother subject vhich you wish to
taise before we end che meeting. . ..

Sulten: Please. i

Yeisberges: A yTowp from the Pemtegen will arrive scom to dleciss the
“Centarcon® aystea n.oq the estadlishmeat of your froat-liae headquarters.
1 think that the correspondence ve had last «o-m and the situation ia the
Gulf make it imperstive that wve Degin establishing this system as soon

ar possible. The Bmir Sendar has informed me that Saudi Arabis is ready
for this, but without the fenfare. We shall remain is touch. We are
glad that the Emir beadar s i Washisgtos, for this makes it essier

for us to establish direct contact vith you. Before wa depart--ve shall
remain ia ctouch and ia the next meetings, during the naxt few days, I
hope -that we shall find solutions sstisfactory to the both of us on the
subjects of the 7,5. the R-~1 and the CENTERCON.

Suitan: Very good. I wish to thamk the Bomorable Se ;¥ ary.

Weinberger: If the DOwepaperNea sssasult us on the way-owt, I suggest that

we 38y that our seeting was vithia the framework of our vol.os.»,n mestings.

Let us s~y that we dealt vith sutual defende issues vithin the framework
_of we joint comitien, ete, etc. I om't think the newspagerméa vill
bc content with thet but...

dultan: ngivlii-ls.§'u&o:,
aseting.

Meinberger: e doubt. .

. . -
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