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HEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF AIR FORCE (R&D)

SUBJECTt Hpace Surveillance IWIR Tachnology (U)

& As ve begin to raly more heavily on spsee aystesms, for hHoth
tactical and strategic military purposes, we must develop tech--
nologies shich can ald in assuring their functien during times of
uilitary confliet. A key ingredient in our plans to assure the fime~
tioning of our spsce aystemé in the future will be space surveillancs.
It appears that spaceborme sensors may be the most practical aand least
coatly altemative nethod for providiag surveillance throughout all
the vequired regions of aspace. That is why I direated the Alr Yorce
during the recent FY 1973 budget review to continue davelopment of
asnsovs for space surveillance applications, particularly long
vavelength infrared (LWIR) sensoxs. LWIR systems for this applica-
tion have the useful propertiss of modest dats bandling problems due
te low background star density, independenca of target solax illumina~
tion and extreme yesistance to countermsasures.

(U) I am concerned over the delay of the 1ife tests of the required
cxyogenia coolar systems which 1 direeted be acceleratead to support
thesa possible futuxe aystems. I am further councerned that fiscal
problems whieh the Air Forea is now sxperiencing with the Zaxth

Lizh Measuremeunts Satelltite (ELAS) may affeet these tests, either
now or in ¥Y 1375.

{0) Thersfors, I request that the following actions e taken to
insure the viability of this program:

1. The money previcusly programmed for cryo cooler life tests
should be restored and the teste begwn ismediately. Pundiag for
4LHS FY 1974 shortfalls sheuld ba sought elsewhere.

2. The Alr Porce should pyrovide me prior te April 15, 1974
a plan for funding both visible and LWIR tachnolegy in 3 halaneced
naaner for Y 1973,
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3. The ULMS program should he reviewed by the Afr Foree and a
raport mada to me by April 135, 1974 outliniag what mamagerisl and
fiscal steps have been taken t}/inunn that this program iz on a
sound technical and fin&m/z}al basia.

é / SignedR. N. Parker

“alecoln R, Currie
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