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MEMORANDUM FOR THZ ASSISTANY SECRETARY Of AIR FORCE/{(R&D) Can
MAR 25 2014

SUBJECT: Spege Surveillance LWIR Teehnology (¥

(ﬁ As e hegin Ze raly more heavily on space systens, fox hoth
tactical snd strategic military purpeses, <e muat develop tach-
nologtes which can aid in assuring their /fumetion during times of
atiitary confliet. A key ingredient {3/ our plans to assure the fune-
tioning of our apace aystens in the future w11l '@ space surveillsnca.
It appears that spacsbome sensors be the most practical and least
costly altemacive mwethed for ding surveillance throughout all
the required rezions of space. at is why I directed the Alr Force
during the recent FY 1375 budzep reviaw to continus development of
sensors for space surveillance/applicatioas, particulerly long
vavelength infrared (LVIR) sedsors. LWIR systems for this applica-
tion hava the useful properpies of muodest data handling problems due
te lovw baekground star ity, independsnce of target solar {1lumine~
tion and extrema resistantée to countermeasuYes.

(V) T am concerned over the delay of the life tests of the required
eryogenie coolar syst which I directed be accelerated to aupport
theses possible fut systems. [ am further concerned that fiscal
problems which the Aly Force 19 now experlencing with the Zarth
Lirmb Measurenents Satellite (Z148) may affect these tests, aithew
now ox in ¥Y 197%.

(U} Therefora( 1 request that the following sctions he taken to
inanre the v}abinty of this programi

.. 7T ( money previously programmed for cryo coelar life teats /
should ba/restored and the tests hegus icmediately.

2/ The Alz Force should provide me prior to April 135, 1974
a plag for funding both visible and LWIR technology in a balancad
st for 7Y 1275,



