
SUBJECT: Space nefenae Program. Plans 

£':!J ~moral1duJI\ of !. June 1975 on this subject requested that no con-

tract(s) .Eor the ~!.iu:lature l!oming Velucla (1:lHV) dewlopment be 

. .lWardad pending /.1. rev:f.ew of the program. The Air :il'oree 1ms reviewed 

this effort r'Fith lay Deputy . .for $trategic and ~pace Systen:s and, on 

the bnsis of that:. rev.f.ew, the program for ;:~{V cle.velopmant can now 

proccad. ~'unds vhicb '(>Tare deferred in this j?rogram (l'E 5440uF) are 

OS~ 5 U.S.C. § 552(b)0) 
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COVE1Ul~G BRIEi' 

TO: DIlU«:'roR, DEFENSE RESEARCH & ENGINEERING 

FRONs DEroTt DIRECTOR, STRATEGIC & SPACE SYSTEMS ") 1i Ii: i~)15 

_ PurE!0se~ '1'0 permit the Air Force to proceed with the development 
of the ~aniature Haming Vehicle (MRV) for use as an anti-satellite 
weapon as part of the Space Defense System program (PE 64406F). 

(U) Discussion: Your memorandum of 4 June 1975 to the Air Force 
(Tab B) expressed DDR&E's concern over the direction of the MBV 
program and requested that no contracts for MHV development be awarded 
until the program was rev.1ewed by my office. A rev.1ew with the Air 
Force has been conducted. In that review, we expressed our concern 
that the program was of high technology and modestly funded, and 
should, therefore, (a) capitalize on the past experience of other 
similar R&D efforts and (b) not be pursued at subcritical levels of 
dffort. The Air Force agreed to carefully address these issues. 
Accordingly, our concerns are allayed and we recommend that the 
program proceed. 

(U) ReC.Otlll1l6ndation: That you sign the memorandum at Tab A. 
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