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VEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

SUBJECT! [Colicy on Telease of Data from Ceodynamics Lxperimental
GJeaan Satallite 3 (CEOS-3)

p The Chairman of the Hational Security Council Under Secretaries
Comi

is curmnnly prmriciing high qua}. data some of which
have direct military value Z80se and poteatially
to the 3oviet Union. Ca darived from thia altfwetry
data can aignificantly 11@ ‘
FLEH aysteus.

sequived over certain ocean arsas
seraening and distributiom plan.

WABK and DoD daveloped a Jdata
provides a vary practical wethod
for meeting civil sclentific needs Por gecbhysical deta while protecting
national security interagta. 3oth sidgs mede substantial compromises o
accommodate the vital interests of the‘pthar in the balanced and
congayvative plan which resultad. Data trom GEOS-3 is now being handled
{a accordance with this plsu.

@) The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs and I 4re quite concerned that

sou might void the currently operative and caxefully developed DoD/NA3A
agresuant. Yo consider the (EOS-3 data relesse lusve to he pracedent
setting, Juture civil zarth obparvation satellites will carry sn srray
of pew sensors with evar-incrsasing information cxpacity and resolution,
siuch of the information from these advanced sensorsg will inevitably pose
national security problems, Therafore, practical means, such as we havae
already developad fox GEOS-3, for screeuning the collection and dlssemina—
tion of all civil earth observation data will he necesvary. ‘Tha current
arrvangement should be left standing as a tast of this uthed of handling
thesa inecreasingly more difficult future problems.
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@  Ua belteve the senerallized concerns, axpressed by thosa cpposed to
rhese security usasures who foel that HASA's international chedibilicy
way be lmpaired and a cloud cast over her future cooparative dctivities,
ire not warranted and should mot overvide our very resl national ascuricy
coneerna, ‘e request that you sustain the WASA and Departmemt 0\ Defense
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