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-- US supports NATO Airborne Early Warning Program. 

-- System will provide Alliance important new military capability. 

-- US wants to move on program. 

-- Understand specific numbers and cost sharing being worked by 
a NATO group. 

Note for Information: 

-- Our basic aim is to keep underway some momentum for AWACS in 
NATO, keeping open the option of reconsidering the exact number of AWACS 
NATO needs, the relationship of US AWACS to NATO, and the role of the 
various NATO partners in the financing, depending on the negotiating 
situati on. 

-- To say nothing would connote lack of US support and probably 
kill the program. 

-- To say too much might limit flexibility of US review of program. 

Background: 

, -" 

-- NATO military authorities f9ncluded current air defense system ~~~---­
seriously deficient - can't see low flying aircraft. 

-- They agree an Airborne Early Warning System with advanced radar 
and communications gear - a derivative of US E-3A best fix. 

-- Financial negotiations proving difficult, but we think workable. 

-- Continued UK support depends on early procurement decision. 
UK under pressure to purchase British system -- NIMROD -- now in 
development but lesser performance. 

.... ~ 

-- FRG proceeds slowly and questions financial arrangements and 
how AWACS works with existing air defense ground systems. 

-- France and Italy appear unwilling to participate - some 
smaller nations not yet committed. 
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