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SUBJECT: Inquiry Regarding the Short Term Conduct of our 
Military Operations in.Yietnam . 

I appreciate your sending me a copy of the memorandum from the 
President concerning our military operation~ in South Vietnam. As 
I have already mentioned to you, 1 think that we must be very careful 
about the. way in which this kind of matter is handled. 

As a substantive matter, I would hope that the President will..be J 
assured that everything possible is being done with our present 
resources to apply military pressure on the enemy in South Vietnam. 
Indeed, the increase in recent weeks in the number of Americans 
killed in action, to nearly ZOO per week, is largely attributable to 
our intensive efforts to gain contact with major enemy units. Although 
these efforts have been largely uns1.1ccesS£ul, they necessarily entail 

· continuing casualties. I believe we must be sensitive to the incre
mental and total costs involved in our operations as well as to the 
rna rginal benefits. . · 

While we have been successful, in the main, in deterring further 
enemy offensives of major proportions over the past few months, we 
should not assume that we can absolutely prevent widespread attacks. 
There is always the possibility that the North Vietnamese and Viet 
Cong forces may attempt to launch some further offensive at some 
point in time. U they do so, General Abrams is confident that their 
attacks will be repulsed with heavy losses. At the same time, it 
should be recognized that c:2,~tinue~ a~\s~~!,W...~w 
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