COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 205156

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.8. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressman John Lewis (D-GA) to lead the
Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time period of Friday,
February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not scheduled to be
in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50™ anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20™ Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.8.C. 1108 (g}.

erely,

Charles B,
Chairman

CBR/ijg
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COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, DC 205156

February 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is to authorize Congressmen Pete Stark (D-CA) and Jim McDermott
to participate in the Congressional fact-finding CODEL to India during the time
period of Friday, February 13 through Sunday, February 22. The House is not
scheduled to be in the session at this time.

The purpose of this fact-finding trip is to join the U.S. Embassy and a
variety of Indian officials in commemorating the 50® anniversary of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Corretta Scott King’s visit to study the roots of non-violent
philosophy and 20% Century freedom movements.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and necessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.8.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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AITANT VD Bouse of Representatives el iy
DISTNCT OFFCE:
Washington, BC 20515 e me
(719 3733198
Wiad: M e housS.acvWaciar
February 10, 2009
Secretary of Defense Robert Gates
Department of Defense
The Pentagon
Dear Sccretary Gates,

Please review the attached letter dated February 5, 2009 from Panmedix, 2 business in my
fist .

Panmedix specializes in telemedicine screening applications for disorders of the central
nervous system, an important medical capability for our modem military. As you can
see, their letter details a list of questions they have regarding their work with the
Department of Defense dating back to 2001.

The letter raises concerns regarding the work of the Department and its dealings with
Panmedix. Please review their letter and provide a response. I would appreciate answers
to their questions in the attached lettar to the greatest extent possible. Thank you in
advance for your attantion to this matter.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

errold Nadler
Member of Congress



HARRY TEAGUE ) 1007 Lonewc(;m)uzggf;a(;;ms Bunowa
20 DisTRICT, New MExico

@ongresg of the Hnited States

#iouse of Representutives
Washington, BC 205153102

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I would like ta call to your direct attention that William Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso, Texas
recently announced that Army personnel had used an improper procedure to administer insulin shots
from August 2007 to January of this year. This has resulted in over 2,000 persons potentially exposed to
blood-borne disease, such as Hepatitis C, Hepatitis B and HIV. As the Congressman from Southern New
Mexico, many of whose veterans and military personnel are served by William Beaumont, and asa
Member of the House Veterans’ Affairs Committee, | was very concerned about this incident. According
to the hospital, 31 percent of those exposed were veterans who received the shots on an inpatient
basis. The Veterans’ Clinic in El Paso routinely works with William Beaumont to help treat veterans.

Last week | sent the enclosed letter to William Beaumont Commander Colonel James Baunchalk
regarding this incident and requested a response by this Friday, February 13. Commander Baunchalk did
quickly acknowledge receipt of my inquiry and | await his response. The purpose of my inquiry is to get
to the root of what went wrong at William Beaumont so that we can take appropriate steps to prevent
this from ever happening again.

As we learn mare about what exactly transpired at the hospital, | look forward to working with yc?u to
ensure accountability for the errors made at William Beaumont and to ensure high levels of medical care
for our veterans and military personnel.

Additionally, | know you are aware that my district includes several military facilities, including White
Sands Missile Range and Holloman Air Force Base, that are of the utmost importance to both our
national defense and Southern New Mexico communities. | would very much like to have you visit us in
Southern New Mexico to see these installations and the great work in which our service members are
engaged.

Sincerely,

7’% o
Harry Teague
Member of Congress

OSD 0 403 -09
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7. Canyou positively identify all patients who may have received insulin shots through the
incorrect proqedure?

8. itls my understanding that this incorrect procedure began in August of 2007. What happens in
the event that you do not have up-to-date contact information for patients who may be at risk?

9. Ifan individual believes he or she may be at risk due to an insulin shot he or she received at
WBAMC, what steps should an individual take to determine whether or not they may need
medical testlng or treatment?

10. | have been informed that roughly 9% of those affected are residents of New Mexico and may
live a great distance from WBAMC. What steps are you taking to facilitate testing and further
treatment for patients who live far away from WBAMC?

11, What specific step s is WBAMC taking to ensure that this does not happen again?

I would also like to thank you in advance for your respohses to my questions. { look forward to working
with you 0 ensure our veterans receive only the highest level of medical care.

Sincerely,

Tt eage

Member of Congress
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WASHINGTON, DC 20518
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GARY G. MILLER

A2 DiTricT, CaLvorna

ASSISTANT WHIP AT LARGE
COMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES y 1600 £asT LAMKART RoAD, Surte 160
- UNITED STATES e i 27t
O AND NPRASTRUCTORE Houst OF REPRESENTATIVES '
2
BUILDING A BETTER AMERICA CAUCUS, e (849) 470-8494
February 5, 2009
Congressional Liaison
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301
RE: Coastal Defense Products, Inc.
TIN: - .
Dear Congressional Liaison;

This letter is on behalf of my constituent, Donald Clark, concerning his business, Coastal
Defense Products, Inc, which has a government contract with the United States Air Force. Mr.
and Mrs. Clark have not received their progress payments and are therefore unable to make
payroll. Mr. Clark also noted that the DCAA has not released the audit to the DCMA to be able
to make the payment and they are very concemed about this. What is the status of this situation?

- Any information or assistance you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

I would be appreciative if you or a member of your staff would review the enclosed

, documents pertaining to my constituent's case and provide assistance in resolving this situation.,

Please direct your correspondence to the attention of my staff mmnbct Lisa King, in my Brea
office. My fax number is (714) 257-9242.

Thank you in advance for your assistance. I look forward to your reply.

Sincerely,

GARY G. MILLER
Member of Congress

OSD 01404
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GENE TAYLOR . 2268 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20616~2404
4ATH DSTRICT, Mizsi38em ’ {202} 225-5772

‘ . FAX: (202) 225-7074
COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES M DISTRICT OFFICES:

o Congress of the Enited States e

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER AND {228) 884-7670

—————_ Bouse of Representatives o o SeceT
ANSPORTATION s 3840
AND INFRASTRUCTURE Wazbingtun, m@ 20515-2404 HA ¢w)!{nng-sm !
2900 GOVERNMENT STREET, SUITE B
o house.aovs . February 3, 2009 . OCEAN é:t;l;g_s. , M5 36664
) o ' 527 CERTRAL AVENUE
The Honorable Robert Gates LALREL, M 38440
Secretary of Defense 412 HWY 90, SUTTE 8
1400 Defense Pentagon - " BAY e:;z :;:\ms. MS 30520

Washington, DC 20301-1400
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I write to express my concerns about the acquisition and subsequent sale of real property
of the Armed Forces Retirement Home (AFRH) at Gulfport, Mississippi, occurring in .
2003.

I have recently received copies of letters sent by former Principal Deputy Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness Charles S. Abell to the chairmen of the
House and Senate Armed Services Committees (dated August 6, 2003) notifying them
that the AFRH intended to sell “two beachfront properties” located at 1804 and 1814
Beach Drive, Gulfport, MISSISSlppl For your review, I have attached copies of the
aforementioned letters.

Mr. Abell’s letters state that the properties “were acquired earlier this year as part of a
larger property acquisition.” The letters explain that the “original acquisition was for

- 10.02 acres of land on the eastern border of the Gulfport facility” and that the purchase
price for this acreage was “$5.692 million.”

According to Mr. Abell’s letters, the “AFRH is currently in receipt of two offers to
purchase the property from Messers. Brent Warr and Gene Warr” and he had “decided to
accept these offers” which would “result in $1 million, which will be deposited into the
AFRH Trust Fund.” The letter, however, distinguishes that the two properties being
resold to the Warrs’are “smalter” than the original 10.02 acre parcels. :

As I'review this transaction, the following questions come to mind:

1. At the time that AFRH purchased the original 10.02 acres, what was the
property’s total appraised value, including acreage and all structures on the
property?

2. What was the size of the “smaller” parcels sold to the Warrs? What, if any,

portions were retained by AFRH after the sale?

What was the appraised value of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

What was the sale price of the property that the AFRH sold to the Warrs?

According to the 2003 letters, “$1 million was to be deposited into the AFRH

Trust Fund.” If there was a discrepancy between the sale price and the sum

deposited in the AFRH Trust Fund for these properties, what became of the

| wnmmu‘mmmu

e S




6. Mr. Abell’s letter described the parcels that the AFRH sold to the Warrs as
beachfront properties. Where are these properties located with respect to the rest
of the original purchase? Are these parcels within the boundaries of the 10.02
acres in the original purchase?

I would greatly appreciate if you could fumish answers to the questions posed above and
any relevant documents on which they are based including but not limited to appraisals,
deeds, financial transactions, property descriptions, sale papers, etc.

I request that you furnish the information within two weeks of receipt of this letter. If you
need additional time to provide answers to these questions or have any questions
regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

cerely, _
GENET. Yfgl .
. Member of Congress
GT:sp
Enclosures (2)

CC: Hon. Ike Skelton, Chairman, House Armed Services Committee
Timothy Cox, Chief Operating Officer, AFRH



Gongress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

We write in support of Dr. Solomon Passy’s nomination for the position of Secretary
General of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We respectfully request that the
United States lend its support to Dr. Passy during the diplomatic discussions to select
NATO’s next Secretary General as the current term of Secretary General Japp de Hoop
Scheffer expires later this year.

We are informed that Prime Minister Sergey Stanishev of Bulgaria proposed Dr.
Passy as a candidate for the Secretary General position during a meeting with President Bush
on June 18, 2008. '

For nearly two decades, Dr. Passy has demonstrated a clear vision and solid
leadership in international relations, particularly in regard to NATO. As a member of
Bulgaria’s parliament he authored legislation in 1990 to withdraw Bulgaria from the Warsaw
Pact and to join NATO and the European Union. That year, Dr. Passy also founded the
Atlantic Club of Bulgaria, an NGO in Bulgaria to strongly support NATO membership. -
Years later, Dr. Passy’s vision was achieved when, while serving as Bulgaria’s Foreign
Minister, he negotiated and signed the two accession treaties that made Bulgaria a full
Member of NATO in 2004 and the EU in 2005.

International circumstances present a window of opportunity for advances in both
intra-European and transatlantic relations. We believe that the selection of a Secretary
General from Bulgaria who is as superbly qualified as Dr. Passy, would strengthen ties
between NATO and the United States as well as serve the important cause of continued

European integration.
Thank you in advance for your kind consideration.

%x’/ QL@; o =

OSD 0
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. Signed by:
Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart (R-FL)
Rep. Rob Bishop (R-UT)

Rep. Mike McIntyre (D-NC)
Rep. Mario Diaz-Balart (R-FL)



DEMOCRATS

BOB FILNER. CALIFORNIA, CRAIRMAN

CORRINE BROWN, FLORIDA
VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS
MICHAEL H. MICHAUD, MAINE

STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN, SOUTH DAKQTA

HARRY €. MITCHELL, ARIZONA
JOHN J. HALL, NEW YORK
OEBORAH L. HALVORSON, ILLINOIS
THOMAS S.P. PERRIELLO, VIRGINIA
HARRY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO
CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

JOE DONNELLY, INDIANA

JERAY McNERNEY, CALIFORNIA
ZACHARY T. SPACE, OHIQ
TIMOTHY J. WALZ, MINNESOTA
JOHN K. ADLER, NEW JERSEY
ANN KIRKPATRICK, ARIZONA
GLENN C. NYE, VIRGINIA

H.S. DHouse of Repregentatibes

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS
335 CANNON House OFFICE BUILDING
WasHinGTON, DC 20515
http://vetarans.housa.gov

REPUBLICANS

STEVE BUYER, INDIANA, RANKING

CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS

HENRY €. BROWN, JA., SOUTH CARCLINA
JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOHN BQOZMAN, ARKANSAS

BRIAN P BILBRAY, CALIFORN(IA

DOUG LAMBORN, COLORADO

GUS M. BILIRAKIS, FLORIDA

VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA

DAVID P. ROE, TENNESSEE

KINGSTON £ SMITH
REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR
AND CHIEF COUNSEL

MALCOM A, SHORTER February 5 s 2009

STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

As part of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs responsibilities, I authorize
Geoflrey Bestor and Arthur W, staff on the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, to travel on official government business to Albuquerque, NM
during the period of February 17-18, 2009.

The primary purpose of their visit is to observe the joint venture between VA and
the Air Force at Kirtland Air Force Base; and to review the Research and
Development Cooperative Studies Program operations in Albuquerque.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in New Mexico. It would be appreciated if
the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be required,
including transportation to facilitate this trip. The expenditures of funds for
payment of actual and neuessa%&xpenses ang transportatzon as inay be required is
authorized pursuant to title S.C, Sectloﬁﬁ:@&(g)

Thank you for your continued support and assastance. If you have further
questions, please contact Bernie Dotson of the Committee staff at 202-226-3653.

Sincerely,

‘Bee

BOB FILNER

Chairman
MS/ic

OSD 0143909
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Febeuary 12, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

! The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

.Dear Secretary Gates,

’ It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caucus at our annual
weokend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs,
Pennsylvania,

This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to
brainstorm and strategiz¢ on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national scourity challenges facing
the United States. ‘

i | My staff will work with your office t0 schedule a time for you to speak, either on Friday
: aﬂernoon.MaylorSaturdaymoming,Mayz. President Obama has confirmed his atfendance at
the conference .

1 know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Pleaseletmelmow
whether you will be able to attend, ot have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637.

Sincercly,

/év“" f
' L. Dorgan
: Chairman

i - =
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, GHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NOATH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEODY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORMIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADD

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Roose of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D 20515-60)5

February 5, 2009

JERAY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IQWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIAK, RLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS B. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORMIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA.

STEVEN C, LATOURETTE, DHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2711

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Ms. Jennifer Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr.
Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to
travel on official business to Vienna, Austria and Paris, France during the approximate
time period of February 15-21, 2009, The putpose of this trip is to review matters
relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-terrorism operations and activities.

~ Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

A
David R. Obey
Chairman
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ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
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CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHEYO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John T. Salazar, a
Memper of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Mexico, Nicaragua and
Jan:tgsca during the approximate time period of February 16 — 22, 2009. He will
be joining a delegation led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chaiman of the Foreign
Affairs Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere. The purpose of this trip is to
meet wuth government and non government officials regarding political and
economic developments, and general bilateral relations with each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense
to the government.

- It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.

Sin

can

David R. Obey
Chairman
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JERAY LEviS, CALIFOANMIA

€. W, Dt YOUNS, FLOMDA

PARGLD ACGERS, X ENTUCKY

FRANK R, WOLF. VIRGINIA

JAGK NINGSTOM. GEORGLA

ROGNEY P_ snsuucugvf-m  HEW JERSEY

ROBEAY 3. ACEANOLY, ALABAMA
JO BNN EMERBON, MISBOURL
KAY GRANGER, TEXAZ

MICHAES, K, SWVPEON, IDAHD
JOb ADNEY CULBLASOM, TEXAS
MANK STEVEN KIAK, ILLINOS
ANDEA CRENGHAW, FLORIDA
OEMIS R RERDERG, MONTANA
VOHN R, CARTER, TEXAZ

RODNLY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN GELVERT. CALIFOAMNA

JO BONMER, ALABANA

STEVEN G, LuTOUNETTR, OO0
TOM COLE, OKLANOMA

CLERK AND STAFF QIRECTOR
SOVIRLY PRETO
TELEPRONE,

1202) 235211

Authorization is hereby granted to Adam Harris, staff members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of February 19 —23, 2009, to Israel.
The purpose of this trip is to meet with Intelhgcnce Community personnel to discuss conditions

in Israel.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for exarnination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircratt.

Sincerely,

€= Pavid Obey

Chairman

FEE-17-2001 ©4:29
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LINCOLN DAVIS COMMITTEES:

4114 DISTRICT, TENNESSEE APPROPRIATIONS
SENIOR wWH® RURAL Dewfzgfn‘:::.gﬁnozgs;;ﬁlgmklsﬂwnou,
AND RELATED AGENCIES
. " ' SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT
Congress of the United States
Tbouge of Wepresentatives
Waghington, DL 20515-4204
February 12, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

First, let me congratulate you on the continuation of your service under the new administration. 1
believe it to be a testament to your exceptional competence, common-sense approach, and devotion to
protecting and preserving the United States of America. At a time when we face a variety of foreign and
domestic challenges and threats, we are fortunate to have someone of your skill at the helm of the
Department of Defense.

I write today to respectfully request an update on implementation of funds already authotized
under H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act,
2009, which was passed in the 110® Congress. Specifically, Section 8116 appropriates funds for the use
of special pay for members of the armed forces whose period of obligated service is extended, or whose
eligibility for retirement is suspended, due to the President's authority to extend such service or suspend
such retirement. This is commonly referred to as stop-loss authority and the increase is capped at five-
hundr_ed dollars per month. Under H.R. 2638, no funds are to be allocated until the Secretary of Defense
submits a provisional plan for the distribution of such payments to the Committee on Appropriations. It
has recently been calied to my attention by a constituent that these funds have not yet been allocated to
this group of soldiers.

As you know better than most, our soldiers and their families are making enormous sacrifices as
they continue to perform admirably. The toll of service is particularly difficult on the families of those
whose service is extended. 1 feel that the modest increase in pay for this group of dedicated service men
and women is just and equitable. Fully understanding the enormity of your responsibilities, I respectfully
urge your aitention to this matter. Thank you for any updates you may provide and for your commitment

to this great nation.
Sincerely,
Lincoln Davis : :
Member of Congress OSD 01636-09
I D, | iyt i
. 1 i
410 Cannon House OFrce Buiowg 629 NORTH MAIN STREET 477 NORTH CHANCERY STREET 1064 NORTH GATEWAY AVENUE 1804 CARMACK BOULEVARD
WasHINGTON, DC 20515 JamEesTOwWN, TN 38656 Suite A-1 Rockwoob, TN 37854 SuITE A
Fa202) 225 5831 (931) 879-2361 McMiNNvILLE, TN 37110 (866) 364-3323 CoLumaia, TN 38407
ax: 202) 226-5172 Fax: {931) §279-2389 (931) 473-7251 Fax: (865) 354-3316  (991) 490-8629
Faux; (931) 473-7259 Fax: (831} 490-8675

www.house.gov/lincalndavis



Congress of the Wnited étatzﬁ

Raghington, BE 20515
February 11, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary
Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Dr. Gates:

We are writing to express our strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. We are aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a
result of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and we urge your personal
attention to this issue.

. As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestope C approval in Spring 2009, After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, we are concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
We believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft,

Thercfore, we request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, we urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes
procurement funding for all three LRIP Lot I aircraft.

We thank you for your consideration of this request, and we lodk forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D
program.

Sincerely,

R T. KING STEVE IS% —

Member of ] Member of Congress




CAROL ¢CARTHY . ACKERMAN

Member of Congress Member of Congress
T X /%é/é&,
TIMOTHY H. KISAOP MICHAEL A, ARCURI
Member of Congress  Member of Congress

cc:  The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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BRETT GUTHRIE ASSISTANT WHIP
SECOND DIgYWICT, KENTUCKY . oy £ ON
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LASOR .
TRANGPORTATION AND INFRASTAUCTURE . SUBCOMMITYEES:
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Ecouonc Do, Pt Bk e Congress of tbz Hunited Stateg  rom towmen v mora
- Bouge of Representatives
February 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Thank you for your ongoing service and commitment to the defense o? our country. Iam
extremely proud that my Congressional District is home to the Fort Knox military installation.

Located at Fort Knox is Ireland Army Community Hospital. The hospital provides a vital
service to the entire community. Built in 1957, Ireland Army Community Hospital (IACH)
provides top quality health care to Fort Knox and six surrounding states. JACH serves the Fort
Knox community with primary and specialty care providers, In addition to Kentucky, IACH’s
area of responsibility also includes Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, lllinois, and Wisconsin. The
hospital is aléo home to Camp Memorial Blood Center and an Optical Fabrication Laboratory.

As you know, included in The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (HL.R. 1)
are substantial funds for infrastructure improvements at Department of Defense facilities. Iurge
you to give Ireland Army Community Hospital full consideration when deciding how to allocate

‘these infrastructure investment funds.

Thank you for your consideration of this important request, Should your staff have any
questions or need more information please contact John Connell in my Washington office at
(202) 225-3501 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

BRETT G OSD 01659

Memberof Congrss IIHIIIIIHIIWIIIIWﬂIWIMIIIWMWIWII

B0 CANNON HOLME DFFCE BURGING
WASHINGTON. DC

1001 CENTER STREET, SUITE 300
SOWUNG GREEM, KENTUZKY 4381

THiS MAILING WAS FREPARED, PUBLISHED, AND MAILED AT TAXPAYER EXPENGE.



FEB-13-2008 04:26PM  FRCM-Defenss Subcommittes

DAVID R, OBEY, WISCONSIN, Cramrman
JOHHN P, MUPRTHA, PENNLYLYANA
MORMAN D, DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8, MOLLOHAN, WEST VIMCin
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J, VISCLOSKY, INDIANS

NITA M, LOWEY, NEw YORK

JDEE E. SEARANG. NEW YOAK

ROSA L CELALRG, SONNECTICUT
JAMES P, MORAN, VIREINIA

JOMN W, OLVER, MASSACKUSETTS

+202 225 2822

Congress of the Mnited States
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JERMY LEWAS, CALIFORNIA
C. vr I L YDUNG, FLORIDA

MAAGLE ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK B, WOLF, VIRSINIA

JACK SINGSTON, GEDRGIA

ADONEY P, FRELINGHUYJEN, NEW JERSEY

TOOO TIANAT, KANSAS [
ZACH Wanp, TEMNESSER

-

OMLATHAM, I0WA
NOBEAT B, ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
G ANN EMERSDN, MISSOURL . !

[0 pasTon apione Aouse of Rypresentatiocs ‘ o

DAVIO E PRICE. HOATH SAROLING
JOHKN ABNEY CARERSON, TEXAS

PATHCE 3 KERHCOY, Committee on Appropriations e e

PATRICL J, KEBNLOY, RHODE IZLAND
MAURCE T, HINOMEY, MEW 1ORK
DENMIS A. REHBERD. MONTANA

WL BOYBALALLAAD, CALIEGRMIA
RAM £ARR, CAUFORHLA i Sh tg ll -1--, (\: 9 05] 5_&0 ‘l 5 JOHR A, CAATER, TEXAS
JESEL L Jark5on, JR, ILLINGIS gy ihy - ROONEY ALLXANGER, LOUISIANA
CARDLYN €. RILPATRHICK MO AAN KEN CALVERT, CAJFORNIM
HLLEN ADTD, FLDAIDA JO BINNER, SALABAMA
Cledn FATTAR, PENNSTUVANIA s'rzvzm NC Lgmroum“h oHIQ

M COLE,

STEVEN A ROTMMAN, MEW JIASTY
SANFORD D. BSHOP, JA. GEOAGA

LAARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BAREARS, LEE, CAUFORIL Febmary 6, 2009 CUERE AN GTAFF DIAECTOR
ADAA SCMIFF, CALIFORMIA SEVERLY PETD
MICHALL HO2IDA, CAUFGATHA

BETTY MCCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEFHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YOAK 12024 226-2771

Tikt AVAN, OMIO

CA “OUTCH* RUPFERSBERSER, MARYLAND
BLN CrANDLER, (EHTUDLY

DEBOIL WAL SLAMAN SCAULTZ, ALOMDW
CIRD RODRIGUET. TEXAS

UNCOLN GaviE, TENNESSER

JOHM T. RALAYAR, COLONAD0

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable John P. Murtha and the Honorable
Norman Dicks, member of the Committee on Appropriations, and Paul Juola and Timothy
Prince, staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time
period of February 15— 18, 2009, 1o Seattde, Washington and Colorado Springs, Colorado. The
purpose of this trip is to visit Mudigan Army Hospital to obtain briefs on military health care and
visit wounded Servicemen; 1o visit and tour Department of Defense and contractor installations
in preparation for the fiscal year 2010 budget markup. Authorization is also granted for Mr.
Murtha to be returned to Johnstiown, Pennsylvania.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). Spouses are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of
protocal at no expense to the government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever urmg'-menb are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military
aircraft. '

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman -
OS 017 14-09
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mx. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to trave] during the approximate time period of February 16 — 18, 2009, to
Colorado Springs, Colorado. The purpose of this trip is to join CODEL Murtha for his visit to
Fort Carson, and to receive briefings on fiscal year 2010 budget and current status of the Missile
Defense Apency .

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examipation of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commertcial aircraft.

David R. Obey
Chairman
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES'

KeviN BRADY H

MEMBER OF CONGRESS QUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
871 DISTRICT OF Texas WasHINGTON, D.C.
DEPUTY WP

February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert Michael Gates

Secretary of Defense
Office of the Secretaty of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C, 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

F P S R T

COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS
SOCIAL SECURITY
TRaDL

Jomr ECONOHIC CoMMITTEE

I write to you again to urge the Department of Defense (DoD) to produce & full

accounting for each facility in Iraq that was involved or associated with an elecirocution
* death or injury of any U.S. personnel or contractor. Since Congressional attention was

focused on this issue, the response from DoD and related departments such as the DoD

Office of Inspector General (DoD IG) have been less than satisfactory.

As you know, last year in the 110® Congress, government representatives from DoD,
DoD IG, and the Defense Coniract Management Agency (DCMA) testified before the
House Oversight and Government Reform Committes regarding deficient electrical
systems in Iraq. During that hearing, I directly asked each agency to identify who was
responsible for the installation and maintenance of electrical generator that caused
accidental electrocutions of U.S. personnel, One of the deceased was a twenty-three yeat
old Army National Guard soldier, Staff Sgt. Chris Bvereit of Huntsville, Texas, Staff
Sgt. Everett was my constituent, and his untimely death occurred, not because of enemy
fire, but because the power-washer that he was using to wash a Humivee was improperly
grounded. These are not isolated incidents, as the Army has acknowledged at least 16

possible cases of elsctrocution.

Moreover, recently I was extremely dismayed to learn that there has been yet another
report of an American soldier receiving shocks from facilities installed and maintained by
U.S. contractors in Iraq. The Associated Press (AP) reports that Pfe, Justin Shults was
sendered unconscious and suffered severe burns while showering in Tarmiyah, Iraq. That
these incidents continue to threaten the lives and safety of cur fighting men and women

are unacceptable,

Mr. Secretary, I believe you are as outraged as I am by these incidents, and I strongly.
urge that the Department of Defense and its related agencies provide me a detailed

301 CanNoN HOUSE OFFICE BUILOING, WASHINGTON, D.C, ROBI6 * RO2-228-400)

hitp:/iwww house.govibrady

~OSD 0174
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accounting regarding the chain of custody for the operation and maintenance of electrical
equipment and facilities that are connected to electrocutions. Also, please provide an
estimate as to when this report will be available.

- Thank you for your leadership and service to our country, and your prompt attention to
this important and tragic issue,

Sincerely, ’ :

Kevin Brady ’

U.S. House of Representatives
Eighth District of Texas

Ce: The Honorable Gordon S. Heddell, Acting Inspector General Department of Defense
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JOHN R. CARTER 488 CARINON m?o:::mm
3767 OrsTRICT, TEXRAS WasnnaToN, OC 20815
(20} 226-3884
HOUSE REPUBLICAN CONFERENCE hripsticartar.house.gov
REPUBLICAN STEERING COMMITTEE e ‘ m::'.'::;s, &uw
y ‘ Rouno RacK,
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS ¢Dﬂgt‘2§§ of tbe HUnited States 1512) 246-1800
M Conmmoepin Verowes Thouse of Bepresentatives T ree
AL ATION, AND RELATED AcrNeiey (254) 033-1302
HOMELAKD SECumTY TWaghington, BL 205154331
February 9, 2009
Hon. Robert Wilkic
Assistant Secretary of Defensc
for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Deparnment of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Hon. Wilkie;

Mr. John Rockey, President of Rockey Enterprises regarding requests a copy of the
lease criteria bid for GSA Lease, Solicitation Order 8TX2425A, has recently contacted
me. GSA desires to lease approximately 50,000 square feet of office space in San
Antonio to accommodate DOD Tricare Management Activity Center. He is concerns why
his viable Class B property offering is not considered.

Thave enclosed, for your review, copies of the correspondence I received. I would
appreciate any information you can provide so that [ may pass it along to my constituent.

I trust that this case will receive your full consideration.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Cheryl, Bell County Office, 6544
B South General Bruce Drive, Temple, TX. 76502, phone 254-933-1392. Thank you for

your time.
Sincerely,
John Carter
- Member of Congress
JC:ch

PRINTED ON NECYCLED PAPER



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN 0. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLDHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY. RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE 0. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BQYD, FLOAIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEDRGIA
MARION BEARY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE 1SRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIAD ADDAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO

Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Congress of the Anited States

Rovse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, D 20515-6015

February 17, 2009

JERRY LEWMIS, CALIFORANIA

€. W, BiLL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN. NEW JERSEY
TGDD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN €. LATQURETTE, CHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK ANO STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 12, 2009, granting authorization to the Honorable
Rush Holt, Chairman of the Select Intelligence Oversight Panel, and Mr. Adam Harris, staff member of
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Israel on February 20-23, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with Intelligence Community personnel to discuss conditions in Israel.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to change the dates of travel for the Honorable Rush Holt
to February 19-23, 2003, and to February 18-23, 2009 for Mr. Adam Harris.

It will be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel,

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

(N 4
David Obey
Chairman

W
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Department of Defense
Attn: Congressional Liaison
1300 Defensc Pentagon
Washinglon, DC 20301

RE: Dale Lautenbach ~ Visions Upholstery and Canvas
Dear Congressional Liaison.

1 am writing on behalf of my constituent, Mr, Dale Lautenbach, owner of Visions
Upholstery and Canvas, a contractor for the Department of Defense. Mr. Lautenbach
contacted my office for assistance with correcting what he believes to be an injustice
regarding the acceptance of a recent bid to produce gloves for the DOD.

Mr. Lautenbach sent a bid to the DOD on January 12, 2009, which was the deadline to
bid on the project. Unfortunately. the fax was not received and/or processed by the DOD.
A hard copy of the proposal was also submitted via U.S. Mail. Mr. Lautenbach has
already furnished a copy of his fax history that proves that he sent the proposal on time,
however this bid is still being held up by the legal department.

I respectfully request that you look into this matter io determine if the proposal submitted
by Visions Upholstery and Canvas can be accepted by the DOD. Mr. Lautenbach wishes
to continue his good working relationship with the DOD and also put people back 1o
work here in northeast Wisconsin. Thank you for your time and consideration in this

maiter,
Sincerely,
SHee ,K?ev , )
Steve Kagen, MD
Member of Congress
SKil
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February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 7, 2009, regarding Codel
Tanner. Please note that the following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Tanner (D-TN) and Mrs. Betty Ann Tanner
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R-MO) and Mr. Ron Gladney
The Honorable Bart Gordon (D-TN) and Mrs. Leslie Gordon
The Honorable Carolyn McCarthy (D-NY)

The Honorable Dennis Moore (D-KS) and Mrs. Stephene Moore
The Honorable John Boozman (R-AR) and Mrs. Cathy Boozman
The Honorable Jeff Miller (R-FL) and Mrs. Vicki Miller

The Honorable Mike Ross (D-AR) and Mrs. Holly Ross

The Honorable David Scott (D-GA) and Mrs. Alfredia Scott

The Honorable Charlie Melancon (D-LA) and Mrs. Peachy Melancon
The Honorable Baron Hill (D-IN)

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professional Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs
Ms. Kathy Becker, Office of Rep. Tanner
Mr. Paul Belkin, CRS Detailee to House Committee on Forelgn Affairs
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Please note that Mr. David Hobbs, NATO PA Secretary General, has been invited
to travel with the delegation from Paris to Vienna.
Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PEL®SI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives



February 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary: ° =

This is in further reference to my letter of January 15, 2009, regarding Codel John Lewis.

Please note that Turkey, Greece, and the United Arab Emirates have been added to the itinerary.
The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Lewis (D-GA)

The Honorable Spencer Bachus (R-AL) and Mr. Stuart Bachus
The Honorable Jim McDermott (D-WA) and Mrs. Therese Hansen
The Honorable Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-TX)

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez (D-CA)

The Honorable Al Green (D-TX)

The Honorable Andre Carson (D-IN) and Mrs. Miriama Carson

Mr. Michael Collins, Floor Asst. to the Chief Deputy Democratic Whip
Mr. Michael Staley, Chief of Staff to Rep. Bachus -

Ms. Jamila Thompson, Senior Policy Advisor to Rep. Lewis

Ms. Brenda Jones, Communications Director to Rep. Lewis

Please note that Mr. Stuart Bachus will be traveling with the delegation on a reimbursable

basis per DOD directive.

[+ v

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PELO I o

Speaker of the House

The Honorablé Lorraine C. Miller,.Clerk
US House of Representatives.



DAVID R. OBEY, WISDCONSIN, CHARMAN
PEN;

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

FETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOBE E. SERRAND, NEW YORK

ROSA L DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES F. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
£0 PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHQDE 1BLAND
MALRICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCRLE ROYBALALLARD, CAUFORMIA
SAM FARR, CAUFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., LLINOIS
GAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD), FLORIDA

CHARA FATTAN, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN . ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFDRD 0. BISHOP, JR,, GEDRGIA
MARMON BERRY, ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFQRNIA

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

CEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA. -
CIRQ RODRIGUER, TEXAB

UNCOLN DAVES, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited DStates

Rouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, B 20515-6015

February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

TOM LATHAM, ICWA
ROBENT B. ADERHOLT. ALABAMA
JG ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

TELEPHONE:
1202} 228~2171

Authorization is hereby granted to Representatives C.W. Bill Young, Rodney
Frelinghuysen, Mike Simpson, and Ken Calvert, members of the Conimittee on Appropriations
and Tom McLemore, professional staff member of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel
on a CODEL led by Representative Carolyn Maloney to Naples, Rome, and Venice, Italy and
Dublin, Ireland during the approximate time period of April 1420, 2009. The purpose of this
trip is'to meet with Defense officials at Aviano Air Force Base and Vicenza Army Base to view
operations and discuss resource requirements. In addition, we will meet with US Ambassadors
to Italy and Ireland, as well as senior Italian officials for political/operational updates. Spouses

- are authorized to accompany the Member for reasons of protocol at no expense to the

government,

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
\a'rhatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via military

aircraft.

Sincerely,

Gt

David R. Obey
Chairman
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ELLIAN E, CUMMINGS, MARVLAND
KENDRICK 8. MEEK, FLORIDA
KATHY R,

Honorable Robert M., Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301
Dear Secretary Gates:

As the new Administration prepares its ﬁscﬂ year 2010 budget request for missile del_’e}lse, I hope
you will make providing our combatant commanders sufficient theater missile defense capability your
highest priority within the existing missile defense budget.-

The threat from short- and medium-range missiles represents the overwhelming ballistic missile
threat to United States interests, its deployed forces, and friends and allies around the world. Qur mlhtary
commanders recognize this point. The Joint Capability Mix Study II (JCM II), conducted by the Jm_nt
Staffin 2007 to examine theater upper-tier missile defense requirements, concluded that to mect their
minimum warfighing requirements, combatant commanders require nearly twice as many interceptors as
the 96 Terminal High Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) interceptors and 133 Standard Missile-3 (SM-3)
interceptors currently planned.

In testimony before the Senate Armed Services Committee in 2007, General James Cartwright
stated thiat his priority with regard to missile defense was to expand, “beyond long-range intercontinental
ballistic missiles to start to address those that hold at threat our forward deployed forces, or allies and our
friends. Those are more in the short- and medium-range ballistic missiles, things that Patriot, Standard
Missile-2 and [Standard Missile]-3 will be able to address, and THAAD as it comes on.”

Over the past several years, Congress has consistently directed the Department of Defense to

~ devote greater priority within the existing missile defense program toward countering the short- and
medium-range ballistic missile threat. Commenting on the JCM II recommendations in the Joint
Explanatory Statement that accompanied the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2009 [Public Law 110-417], the bill’s managers stated they were, “deeply disappointed that
the Department of Defense has not planned or budgeted for even this minimum requirement, and we
believe that achieving this minimum inventory should be the highest priority for the Missile Defmse. ‘
Agency. We expect the Department of Defense to budget accordingly starting with the budget submission
for fiscal year 2010.”

I fully agree with President Obama’s position that we should only deploy missile defens?s that
have been sufficiently tested and proven to work. Theater missile defense systems, such as Patriot PAC-3,
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Secretary Robert M. Gates
February 23, 2009
Page Two

THAAD, and Aegis Ballistic Missile Defense (Aegis BMD) meet the President’s criteria. The Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation’s (DOT&E) Fiscal Year 2008 Annual Report stated that “the inherent .
BMDS defensive capability against theater threats increased during the last fiscal year and DOT&E
expects this trend to continue.” Furthermore, in 2008, the commander of the Navy’s operational test and
¢evaluation force declared the Aegis BMD 3.6 system to be operationally effective and suitable. .

In addition to the JCM II recommendations, there are other ways to focus our limited investments
in mature systems that address near term threats. The Department should examine the feasibility of
upgrading additional Aegis cniisers and destroyers to be able to' conduct ballistic missile defense
operations. Under the current program of record, only 22 Aegis cruisers and destroyers are planned to be
upgraded by the Missile Defense Agency. Given the existing operational demands on these vessels, and
growing requirement by combatant commanders around the world for ballistic missile defense-capable
ships, this assessment should be a priotity. 1would also encourage you to explore the options for
deploying a land-based version of the SM-3 missile. Such a capability has the potential to expand missile
defense coverage for U.S. deployed forces and our friends and allies around the world

- I recognize that the Administration will likely be forced to make tradeoffs as it develops the fiscal
‘year 2010 defense budget. Given the need to fund other high priority defense programs, reductions to the
missile defense program may be required. However, due to the existing threat from short- and medium-
-range ballistic missiles, the requirements of our regional combatant commanders, and the strong testing
record of theater missile defense systems, I believe that addressing the recommendations outlined in the
JCM 1I study (i.e., doubling the number of THAAD and SM-3 interceptors) should be the Department’s
highest priority within the missile defénse budget. I ask that you take this into account as you develop thc
fiscal year 2010 budget request /

Thank you for your consideration and attention. I look forward to your reépqnse.

Sincerely,

e, —

Ellen O. Tauscher

Chairman

Subcommittee on Strategic Forces
Committee on Armed Services

cc:  Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Honorable John Young, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
Honorable Michelle Flournoy, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
Admiral Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
~ General James Cartwright, Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIQ

PETER J. VISCLOSKY. INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANQ, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DeLAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
E£D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CARDLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JA., LUNOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TQDD TIAHRT, KANSAS

Congress of the Wnited States  mwmme=
Aouse of Representativgs

. Committee on Appropriations
ADashington, P 20515-6015

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R, REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R, CARTER, TEXAS
RODINEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERASEY TOM COLE, QKLAHOMA

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA., GEORGIA

MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA February 41 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORN(A, .
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA . TELEPHONE:
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK (202) 225-2771
TIM RYAN, GHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. FLORIDA

CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORANQ

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, a Member of
the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Australia and New Zealand, during
the approximate time period of February 13-22, 2009. The purpose of this trip is
to meet with government officials, to review intelligence and energy programs.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this
travel shall be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in
the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses are authorized to
accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense
to the government.

' It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist
in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be
conducted via military aircraft.

Sincerely,

avid R. Obey
Chairman



DAVID R, OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAaIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHiQ

PETER J. VISCLOSKY. INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YDRK

ROSA L. DELAURG, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P, MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JA., ILLINDIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN 80VD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERAY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CAUFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. "DUTCH® AUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLEA, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the WAnited Dtates

Aouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BE 20515-6015

February 17, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W, BILL, YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR!
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBEAG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORMA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Sarah Young, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 4 — 6, 2009, to San Jose,
California. The purpose of this trip is to receive an overview of the plan that authorizes the
creation of a new Enterprise Architecture (EA) to comprehensively resolve persistent electronic

health record issues.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost-
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincer

a0

David R. Obey
Chairman
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN

JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YOAK

ROSA L. DELAURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROUINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN €. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
WARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNtA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Aouse of Representatioes
Committee on Approprigtions
AWashington, BE 20515-6015

February 23, 2009

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORBIA

€. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEDRGIA
ROONEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALASAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSQURL
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, iDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBEASON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORDA
DENNIS R. AEHBERG. MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT. CALFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225271

Reference is made to my letter dated February 10, 2009, granting authorization
for members and staff to travel on a CODEL led by Carolyn Maloney, to travel to Naples,
Rome, and Venice, Italy and Dublin, Ireland during the approximate period of-

April 14 - 20, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to additionally authorize Representative
Steven LaTourette to travel on this CODEL.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

7t

David R. Obey
Chairman

e
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Congress of the Wnited States
Washington, BE 20515

The Honorable Robert M., Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 2030

Dear M. Secretaty,

Last Qctober the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110-420. Senator Inhofe and 1 were the lead sponsors
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act isto awardthe
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in
World War [ or World War II.

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Department, a}ong with the
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who ave deserving of this award.

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states:
The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall;

(1) Determine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native American
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the
exception of the Navajo Tribe. .

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a
list

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from fhe
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process
forward, After speaking with all the partics involved, it is our understanding that the Office of
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed “Code Talkers” within the definitions of the
recently passed legislation.

Lam writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. [ will enclose a copy of th.e public
law pertinent to this request for your review, If you have any questions about our expedited
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224-
4721/Inhofe). ‘

Sincerely, Since

James Inhofe Dan Boren )
United States Senator Member of the House of Representatives

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Earl Pomeroy, a member of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Macedonia on official business during the approximate time
period of April 4-10, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Kesovo
. Assembly and the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia in conjunction with the
mission of the Commission. In Bosnia, the delegation will meet with members of the
national parliament, the national executive, and other leaders to better understand the
constitutional reform process and to discuss HDAC efforts within the region. A listof
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposm only.

It would be appreclated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, mcludmg ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation, Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 US.C.

1 108(g)

-

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
MNeney ¥
NANCY PLI;I.OSI
‘Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C, Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

- OS 698‘7-09
LTI,



February 5, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary -

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301 ®»

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel
Bochner. Please note that the delegation will no longer be traveling to Turkey, but has
added Belgium to the itinerary.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PEZ()SI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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February 2, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 22, 2009, regarding Codel

Hoyer. Please note tha#(b)(e)

has been requested as escort.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

NANCY PE
Speaker of

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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CARQL SHEA-PORTER

FiRsT DISTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

ReADINESS
MILUTARY PERSONNEL

1330 LongwoRTH House OFRce BuDing
WasHingTan, DC 20618
1202) 225-5456
(202) 225-5822 (Fax)

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
WORKFORCE PROTECTION
HeALTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

33 Loweu STREeT .
o @unm egs of ﬂJB mnltth étatts COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES
(6031 641-9561 {Fax) 4 {nsuLAR AFFAIRS, OCEANS AND WILDLIFE
104 WASHINGTON STREET ;901152 nt Repregentatlheg NATIONAL Pl;FIKS, FORESTS AND
Dover, NH 03820 . PusLiC LANDS
L weasbimator, 1% 20519 ——
Fe ruary 17, www.shea-porter.house.gov
- The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to express our concern about recent reports that the Department of
Defense has awarded KBR a $35.4 million contract that includes major electrical projects
and request that you review the contract award and report to us explaining why the
contract award was made to KBR, given its long record of deficient electrical work in

Iraq.

As you are aware, KBR has held a contract for building maintenance for U.S. military
facilities in Iraq since 2003. During this time, there have been numerous investigations
into the dangers KBR’s faulty electrical work is creating for our military personnel. The -
Department of Defense Inspector General is currently investigating the electrocution
deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors) in KBR-maintained facilities.
KBR is under criminal investigation for the electrocution deaths of several U.S. soldiers
inIraq. The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform conducted an in-
depth investigation into the problem of electrocutions in U.S. facilities in Iraq and the
death of Staff Sgt. Ryan Maseth, 24, a decorated Green Beret electrocuted in his shower
on January 2; 2008. The Committee’s investigation showed that KBR was alerted to the
deficiencies in this and other cases, but failed to take corrective action. In 2008, the
Defense Contract Management Agency (DCMA) issued a “Level I1I Corrective Action
Request” to KBR, indicating that the contractor was in “serious non-compliance.” This
action request, the final warning before a contract is terminated, points to KBR’s
continuing failure to ensure electrical safety for our troops. With this history, it is not
surprising that Capt. David J. Graff, commander of the DCMA’s International Division,
was quoted in an Associated Press article, stating that “many within DOD have lost or are
losing all remaining confidence in KBR’s ability to successfully and repeatedly perform
the required. electrical support services mission in Iraq.”

Despite these serious, ongoing concerns, the Department of Defense has awarded KBR a
new contract that includes the type of work that KBR failed to perform adequately for
years. Threats to the safety and lives of soldiers or others because of known hazards and
negligent performance of work are not acceptable.



We would therefore appreciate a thorough review of the recent contract award to KBR.
At the very least, when our soldiers put their lives on the line for us in a war zone, we not
only owe them the assurance that they will not be electrocuted in the shower on their
return from a mission, but also that those who provide them with services put our
soldiers' safety ahead of their profits.

Thank you for your consideration, and we look forward to your response.
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VETERANS' AFFAIRS

House of Representatives ETERANS AFFAIRS
BWashington, BE 20515-3102 HeauT

February 17, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to update you on the situation regarding the improper administration of insulin at
William Beaumont Army Medical Center (WBAMC) in El Paso, Texas.

On February 5, 2009, I wrote to WBAMC Commander, Colonel James Baunchalk, requesting
answers to questions I had about the incident. Last Friday, February 13, 2009, Colonel
Baunchalk responded in writing to my list of questions. Those responses are attached for your
information. Colonel Baunchalk’s staff has also been in contact with my office and has provided
me with the following pieces of information:

Of the 2,114 persons that may have received an insulin injection with the “pen device”,
1,188 persons have been contacted.

144 persons have died due to conditions unrelated to this incident.
630 persons have had blood drawn for testing.
33.4% (or 658 of the 1,070 living persons) are veterans.
782 '('or 39.69%) have yet to be conta;cfed.
In addition, this Saturday, February 13, 2009, I visited WBAMC and viewed the insulin injection

device that was improperly used. I received a briefing on the proper procedure for the insulin
pen, as well as a tour of the hospital.
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The events that have transpired at William Beaumont are unacceptable. Although I have been
informed that investigations are planned, we still do not now have an understanding of how the
mistake could have occurred. 1 believe that WBAMC patients who received the shots face -
serious health risks, and I have made it clear that I view this situation with the utmost
seriousness. :

I ask you to closely monitor the situation at WBAMC to make sure affected patit.:nts ae
contacted, tested, and, if necessary, expeditiously treated. Your oversight of the investigations is
also important to ensure they are exhaustive and impartial.

I'look forward to working with your office on a solution that prevents this from happening again.

If you have any other questions in regards to this matter, please feel free to contact me at 202-
225-2365.

Sincerely,

Faiet [ pagct.

Harry Teague
Member of Congress



@ongress of the nited States
MWashington, B 20515
February 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert M Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

Congratulations on your reappointment as our nation’s Secretary of Defense. 1 am extremely
appreciative and grateful to you for your outstanding service to our nation as an Air Force officer,
senior intelligence official and unyielding advocate for the men and women serving in our nation’s
Armed Services. In the coming years, I am confident that your leadership will guide the quattment A
of Defense to more actively promote the health and wellbeing of our men and women in uniform.

Recently, the United States Army announced that suicide rates among Active Duty, Reserve and
National Guard troops reached a record high in 2008, surpassing nationwide civilian rates, While the
cause for this dramatic increase is still being investigated, it is evident that greater emphasis needs to
be put on the mental health of our men and women in uniform and those retired veterans who preceded
them,

Today, we know more about post traumatic stress disorder, traumatic brain injury and depression than
we have at any point in our history. Medical professionals now have the ability to treat or even prevent
these disorders if they are addressed quickly. Unfortunately, many sufferers are umnfo:med of their
options, unable to access them or are too embarrassed to seek help.

In light of these rising suicides, Congress and the current Administration have a responsibility to
promote and fund initiatives that make mental health care an ongoing process for all military
personnel, beginning at enlistment and continuing long after returning from combat. Our troops and
veterans should never be made to teel weak or abandoned when seeking professional help. By fully
funding and properly prioritizing military and Veterans Administration mental health initiatives, we
can counteract the pervasive culture of denial and push a new culture of acceptance and treatment.

In the coming months, I look forward to working with you and your staff in redoubling our eﬂbrts to
provide quality mental health services to all service members, past and present. Thank you again for
all of your efforts and I look forward to working with you on this critical issue.

Member of Congress

OSD 02178-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Economic
Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight business to Sites in Florida from February
16 to February 19, 2009. The purpose of the travel is to visit various Transition Assistance
Program Workshops in Jacksonville, MacDill, and Key West.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is authorized by
Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up to
business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S. carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Mr. Juan Lara at (202) 226~
5491 or Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

BOB FILNER
Chairman

BF/jl -
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February 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of January 8, 2009, regarding my codel to
Italy and Southwest Asia. The following Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA), Speaker of the House, and Mr. Paul Pelosi
The Honorable John Larson (D-CT) and Mrs, Leslie Larson

The Honorable George Miller (D-CA) and Mrs. Cynthia Miller

The Honorable Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)

The Honorable William Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ)

The Honorable Anna Eshoo (D-CA)

The Honorable Edward Markey (D-MA) and Dr. Susan Blumenthal

The Honorable Michael Capuano (D-MA) and Mrs. Barbara Capuano

The Honorable Wilson Livingood, Sergeant at Arms

The Honorable Brian Monaghan, Attending Physician

Mr. Michael Sheehy, Senior Policy Advisor to the Speaker

Mr. Nadeam Elshami, Deputy Communications Director to the Speaker
Ms, Stacy Kerr, Special Assistant to the Speaker

Ms. Kate Knudson, Personal Assistant to the Speaker

Ms. Bridget Fallon, Director of Protocol to the Speaker

Mr. Philip DeAndrade, Senior Advisor to the Speaker

Mr. Steve Rusnak, Office of Photography

©© DSS Agent
0)E) USAF
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Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

r)w/fﬁ,&w

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives




February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

" Dear Mr. Secretary:

This is in further reference to my letter of February 11, 2009, regarding my codel
to Italy and Southwest Asia.

Please note that Mr. Liam Wasley, US Department of State, has been invited to
travel with the delegation in Italy.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this mater.

Sincerely,
(omy Velooi
NANCY PELQSI

Speaker of the House

cC: The Honorable Lorraine C, Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 022
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Janice McKinney, Assistant Director of the Office
of Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Engel to
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica during the approximate period of February 16-22, 2009.
The purpose of the trip is to meet with government and non-government leaders in
Mexico, Nicaragua, and Jamaica to discuss relations with the U.S., regional security and
narco-trafficking, and balateral trade

It would be appreciated if the Depariment of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escott and military air transportation, Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, ?

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

D 02208-09
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20818

Davip PRICE
FounTii DisTRICT
NORTH CAROLINA

March 3, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

United States Department of Defense
100 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates,

I want to flag a matter now before you, the construction of the North Carolina
National Guard’s Joint Forces Headquarters in Raleigh, NC. This facility will
not only serve as the nerve center for our siate Guard operations; it will also
house our State Emergency Operations Center. This project and several
million dollars in state funding have been on hold awaiting federal funding.

T understand that a decision to provide funding for the project is now pending
in your office; | strongly encourage you to approve the funding. | would be
eager o discuss any questions you may have about the project.

FA A’ ” Smcercly,

T ﬁ? Chy R

DAVID PRICE
M -~ Y
(o 5’ -
) -
oA

Member of Congress
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February 13, 2008

The Honorable Robert M., Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Shelley Berkley, Chairwoman of the
Transatlantic Legislator’s Dialogue (TLD), to lead a delegation of Members and staff to
the Czech Republic, Lithuania, and Estonia during the approximate period of April 13-
20, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 66 meeting of the Transatlantic
Legislators’ Dialogue (TLD) and to meeting with government officials in each country to
discuss bilateral relations, engagement with Russia, Jewish issues, and to observe the
implementation of the Visa Waiver Program. For protocol purposes only, spouses may
travel at no cost to the government. A list of authorized travelers will follow at a later
date.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such

assistance as is necessary, includin und tr; rtation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort [9©) and ®/©) and military air
transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary
expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
r Sincerely, |
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

co: V:The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk _ .
U.S. House of Representatives - OSD 02
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'February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Lois Capps, a member ot_' 1Ehe House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Haiti on official
business during the approximate time period of May 7-12, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Haitian
Parliament in conjunction with the mission of the Commission. Meetings with executive
branch officials and site visits to USAID/Haiti projects are also envisioned. A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cost to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
NANCY PHLOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clefk'
U.S. House of Representatives
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@ongresg of the United States
MWashington, BE 20515

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing to request that you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service has been extended by the Department of Defense’s stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service duty contracts
extended due to stop loss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 1 10" Congress to provide
payments to service members for each month they are extended as a result of stop loss.

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations P
Act, 2009 was signed into law (P.L. 110-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had their s
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive .~
compensation. The bill also allocated $72 million for the compensation, thus providing enough to compensate
each soldier with the full $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropriations Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the
Department’s obligations under P.L. 110-329. Our soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

Thank you for your prompt attention and your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

B% Sutton - ~ Frank Lautenberg
0SD 022'6 1-09
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February 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable Steny Hoyer, Majority Leader, to lead a
delegation to Denmark, France, Iraq and Afghanistan on official business during the
approximate time period of May 29 — June 5, 2009. The purpose of this trip will be to
conduct bilateral discussions on national security and energy issues in Denmark; to meet
with government officials regarding national security and human rights challenges in
France; and to meet with government officials and US military commanders and troops in
Iraq and Afghanistan. A list of authorized Members (approximately 8) and staff will
follow at a later date. For protocol purposes only, spouses of Members will travel at no
cost to the government.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine
escort (2©) and military air transportation, Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely, . - --—=v = 17—

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C, Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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The Honozabls Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Pregident:

i

If reports are accurate, it is our understanding that you sent 2 letter to Russian Prssident
Medvedev last month suggesting your Administration would halt the development of a European missile
defense system in exchange for Russian assistance to stop Iran from developing nuclear warheads and
ballistic missiles. We are concerned that the Administration may be undertaking a surprisingly unilateral
action. Though we share your strang devotion to our national security and the security of our allies, we
believe it is unwise and premature to offer such a concession. We urge you to clarify your .
Administration’s position and respectfully caution against a policy that relies toa heavily on Russian
cooperation.

Reports of the letter Iars disconcerting for a rmmber of reasons, Foremost, the policy does not .
edequately recognize the threat posed by Iran, Moreover, it rests on 2 questionable asstumption that
Russia can effectively curb fran's miclear smbitions and weakens our position in future bilateral
negotiations. Lastly, it undermines NATO's endorsement of the Buropean missile defanse proposal. In
particular, it undercuts our allics—the Czech Republic and Poland—whao received bipartisan assurances
that oncs they approved the missile defense agresments, the U.S. would provide support and funding.

Rusgia’s sctions, particularly in Bastern Buxope, give us little confidence that they can be relied

upon to follow through with such a commitment, Over the Jast year, as you know, Russis has pursued a
. divisive policy to re-exert its Soviet.ers sphere of influence. During this time, Russia invaded Geargia,

intimidated other nations from joining NATO, and threatened to target Eastern Eurcpe with nuclear
missiles should the proposed Puropean missile defense sites be built. Further, amidst a global economic
crisis, Russia has disropted shipments of naturs} gas to Europe for the second tims in three years. Most
recently, Russia used financial incentives to persade Kyrgyzstan to deny the U.S, access to its Manas
military base in order to support coalition operations in Afghanistan. Given these events, we seriously
question reliance upon Russia’s support for a common approach on Iran or missile defense.

Iran bas clearly indicated they have no intention of halting their nuclear or ballistic missile
programs, and their recent actions substantiate this point. Last month, they launched a satellite into orbit -
using dual-use, lang-range ballistic missile technology. Last weekand, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff announced that fran has enough enriched urativum for a nuclear weapon, Two weeks ago, the
International Atomic Energy Agency found that Iren underestimated by a third how much uranium it has
enriched and noted that Iran has a total of 5,600 centrifuges—an inorease from the 3,800 listed in a
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November 2008 rsport—despite three rounds of United Nations Security Council sancrions.
Despite these developments, Russian leadsrs have indicated a fundamental disagreement with the

West's views on the threat ﬂosed bylran. Simply put, they apparently do not see a threat, Furthermore,

Moscow contigues 0 besefit economically from its support of Iran’s nuclear progiam, specifically
through the Bushehr nuclear reactor it has helped Jcan bujld. For all these reasons, wo remain skeprical
that Russia would be in a position to halt Iran’s nucléar and ballistic missile ambitions, and ceutious of a
strategy that relies on that nation’s action vis-3-vis Iran to protect us and our allies.

Furthermore, we anticipate bilateral arms control negations with Rusgia this year and are
concermed that any concessions promised in this regard may prejudice favorable outcomes. As Robert
Kagan recontly noted, “If Russian leaders believe that the United States is looking for a way “out... they
will negot:atc sccordingly. They might ask why they should make a deal at 21l.” JfRussia perceives it
can gain U.8, concessions on missile defense now, will it be more likely to demand greater concessions
later i in negotiations on arms cantrol, nonproliferation, and counter-terrorism?

LﬂsﬂY: asyou know the Buropean missile defense proposal is a NATO pohcy During Jast
year's Bucharest Summit, its leaders endorged the proposal to place 10 interceptors in Poland and a radar
in the Czech Republic, citing its “substantial cantribution to the protection of Allies.” According to the
studies we’ve geen, this proposal is cost-effective and the technology, which is Jargely based on systerss
ficlded today in Alaska and California, works. Should the United States jsttison this preposal, we risk
losing our credibility both in the alliance and as & global leader in building collective sécurity. In today's

goec2

complex geopolitical environment, our relationship with our allies and friends is paramount to addcessing

our mutual security concerns. What message does it send to our allies—specifically the Czech Republic
aud Poland—that the United States may not carry out its secucity comnntmmts?

We strongly support the goal of preventing Yran from developing nuclear Weapons and ballistic
misailes, and beliave it is in Russia’s interests to work with the international comumunity to achieve this
goal. However, we do not believe that terminating the Eurgpean missile defense proposal in exchange
for Russian assistance with Jran is the best courge of action to meet our national smmty objectives.

Mr, President, in the future, we hope you will choose consultation with the Cong,ress and our
allies instead of unilateral action when crafling such important paolicy proposals. There is bipartisan
suppert in Congress for Evropean missile defonse and we-look forward to the clarification of your
position on this vital issue. As you discuss our collective security challenges with the international
commmnity, we encourage you to send a clear, transparent, and consistent message to our allies that we
will boner our collective security commitments.

Sincerely,

oé,lcﬂ  Mala

M. Mchugh ‘ Micheael Turner
ing Mamber Member of Congress

}
Cc: The Honoreble Hillary Clinton
Ce: The Honprable Robert Gates
. |
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" STAcF OnecTOn. February 18, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washlngton from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Ft. Lewis
AFB, Bremerton AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairchild-AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and actﬁél'e)ipenses and transportation is
authorized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.
carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)
226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in
this matter.

Sincerely,
BOB FILNER
- Chairman. o

J L/ot
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WU.5. BHouge of Representatives R
Committee on Agricutlture :
Whashington, BE 20515

February 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to serve as an amendment to the authorization letter for an Agriculture Committee
fact-finding Congressional Delegation to be lead by the Tim Holden of Pennsylvania, a member of this
Committee, to Senegal, Mali, and Ghana during the period April 3 to April 17, 2009, (reference
authorization letter dated December 31, 2008, changing countries from Kenya, Tanzania, Zambia and
airdrop in Sudan).

I request the Department of Defense to furnish such assistance, including transportation and
military escort, as may be required to facilitate this trip. For purposes of protocol, Members’ spouses
may attend at no additional cost to the U.S. government. It is anticipated that a minimum of five (5)
Members, plus spouses and staff, are expecied to join the CODEL. The expenditure of funds for the
payment of actual and necessary expenses and of such transportation as may be required is authorized
pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C. 1108(g).

It would be appreciated if officials of the Department would assist in making whatever
arrangements are necessary for this travel, including transportation. Furthermore, it is requested that
the Army Liaison staff be authorized to accompany this CODEL. Thank you very much for your
continued support and assistance. If you have further quéstions, piease contact Wynn J Bott jn the
Committee’s office at (202) 225-2171.

Sincerely,

Ao Qo

Collin C. Peterson
Chairman

CCP:wb
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Via FAX
March 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert Wilkie

Assistant Secretary of Defense
~ U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washingion, DC 20301-1300

Dear Hoporable Wilkie:
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300 EasT BrRoBOWAY, Surre #102
LogangronrT. IN 46847
{674} 7832671
tax: (674) T53-T01Y

I am writing on behalf of my constituent Mrs. Kathe Kain. Kathe runs a business, Sports-
O-Zone, that manufactures a Decon-Zone machine that reduces the odors, bacteria,
viruges, and mold on gear after just one use. It is already in use by the U.S. Marine Corps
Bases in Okanawa and Camp LeJeune, by the United States Air Force at Elmendorf Air
Force Base and Peterson Air Force Base, by the Asymmetric Warfare Group at Forl
Meade and the Tolal Force Maneuver Support Center at Fort Leonard Wood. With this
proven track record, they feel that they have a valuable product for many other bases and

unjts.

I write you to ask that you please grant every consideration consistent with U.S. law and
applicable regulation in order o help in this case. If you have any further questions, you
can contact my case manager Peter Gehred at peter.gchred@mail bouse.gzgv or call him at

(574) 288-2780.

Regards, ‘
Joe Donnelly
Member of Congress

IDpg
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HOWARD P, "BUCK" MCKEON, CALIFORNIA,
Senlor Republican Member

THOMAS E. PETRI, WISCONSIN
PETER HOEKSTRA, MICHIGAN
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GREGORIO SABLAN, N. MARIANA, ISLANDS

DINA TITUS. NEVADA . February 19, 2009

Mr. Christian P. Marrone

Acting Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs
U.S. Department of Defense

1300 Defense — Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Marrone:

I would like to extend an invitation to you to testify before the Committee on Education and Labor at the hearing
entitled “Renewing America Through National Service and Volunteerism” to be held on Wednesday, February 25,
2009 at 10 a.m. in 2175 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, D.C.

You will be given 5 minutes to testify. The lighting system located at the witness table will indicate when you can
begin your testimony and how much time you have left. The light will turn yellow when you have 1 minute left
and red when your time has expired. Once all witnesses have finished their testimony, the Members will have 5
minutes each to comment and ask questions of witnesses.

Also, pursuant to House Rule X1, Clause 2(g), witnesses testifying before the Committee must meet witness
disclosure requirements. Please complete the attached “Truth in Testimony” form and return to Tylease Alli of the
Committee staff via fax at 202-225-2350. Please provide the following 48 hours prior to the date of the hearing: a
brief summary of your testimony, a brief biography, the “Truth in Testlmony” form, and 50 copies of your
testimony. Please be advised that this 48 hour deadline for testimony is the absolute deadline. Testimony
should be submitted earlier to Alejandra Ceja of the Committee staff if she advises you to do so. If you have
any questions regarding deadlines for the submission of testimony please contact Ms. Ceja. In addition, the
Committee would like to make your written testimony available on our webpage, at http://edlabor.house.gov/. To
do this, we ask that you send an electronic version of your statement in Microsoft Word format as an attachment to
an e-mail to Tylease Allj (tylease.alli@mail.house.gov). If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact
Ms. Alli at 202-226-1848.

I would like to thank you in advance for your time and interest in this matter. I look forward to hearing your
testimony.

Sincerely,

RGE MILLE 09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

On Tuesday, March 17, 2009, the Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations
of the House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs will conduct a hearing on The Vision
Center for Excellence: What Has Been Accomplished in Thirteen Months. This
hearing will be held at 10:00 a.m. in room 334 of the Cannon House Office
Building.

The Subcommittee invites Ward Cascells, MD, Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Health Affairs, U.S. Department of Defense, and Colonel Donald A. Gagliano,
USA, MD, Director, Military Eye Trauma Vision Center of Excellence, U.S.
Department of Defense. Dr. Cascells and Colonel Gagliano will be recognized for
five minutes each, and their complete written statement will be made part of the
hearing record. Please confirm Dr. Cascell’s and Colonel Gagliano's attendance
by having staff contact Mr. Todd Chambers at (202) 225-3569.

Please submit 75 copies of written testimony, and a biography, to Mr. Todd
Chambers at 337A Cannon House Office Building by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, Mafch
13, 2009. To reduce costs and facilitate the inclusion of the written testimony in
the printed record of the hearing, please provide one copy of the testimony
prepared in accordance with the enclosed formatting requirements.

SD y 02495-09




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 9, 2009
Page 2

Due to heightened security precautions, please note that all Congressional
mail delivery is delayed and commercial delivery services are prohibited.
Therefore, you must contact our staff at (202) 225-3569 to make
arrangements for a representative from your organization to hand deliver
your testimony., '

The Committee provides public access to its hearing statements on the Internet -
through the World Wide Web at the House of Representatives

(http://veterans.house.gov) and the Library of Congress (htip://thomas.loc.gov).

To facilitate this public access, please send an electronic copy of your testimony to
Mr. Todd Chambers at Todd.Chambers@mail house.gov. Ideally, the electronic
copy should be in Microsoft Word format. Additionally, the hearings are now
broadcast live, in real time, over the Internet, and are archived on our Web site so
they may be accessed following each hearing.

We look forward to hearing the views of the organization on this matter. Please
contact Geoffrey Bestor, Staff Director of the Subcommittee on Oversight and
Investigations, at (202) 225-3569 if you have any questions. -

Sincerely,

Moy £ Wik |

HARRY E. MITCHELL
Chairman
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations

GB/tc



MELVIN L. WATT

12vH DisTricT

NORTH CAROLINA

The Honorable Robert _Gates .
U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-0001

Dear Secretary Gates:

Congress of the United States

1bouse of Repregentatives
Washington, BE 20515-3312

February 24, 2009

COMMITTEES
FINANCIAL SERVICES

CHAIRMAN, SUBCOMMSTTEE ON
OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL
InsTITUTIONS AND CONSUMER CREDIT

JUDICIARY

SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE CONSTITUTION,
CIviL RIGHTS AND CiviL LIBERTES

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COURTS,

THE INTERNET AND INTELLECTUAL PROPEATY

St ITTEE ON C IAL AND
ADMMISTRATIVE LAW

My office is hosting the 12" Congressional District Annual Grants Conference on Monday, June
15, 2009 from 8:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. at Johnson C. Smith University in Charlotte, NC. This
Conference will provide my constituents throughout the 12™ Congressional District an
opportunity to meet with representatives from federal agencies and learn about the federal grant

application process.

I am writing to request your assistance by providing a representative from your agency to serve
as a.Co.nference presenter. Each presenter is asked to provide an overview of your agency’s
application process and funding programs,

Please cor.lﬁrm your agency’s participation by contacting my Grant Conference Coordinator,
Tamara Stinson, at (704) 344-9950 or Tamara.Stinson@mail.house.gov by Friday, April 3, 2009,
Ilook forward to your agency’s involvement. Thank you for your support of this effort.

Sincerely,

Pt

Melvin L Watt
MLW/is

PLEASE RESPOND TO:

o

2236 RAYBURN House OFFicE Bunbing
WasHINGTON, DC 20515-3312

(2021 225-1510

Fax: (202} 225-1512
ncl12.public@mail.house.gov
http/iveww. house.goviwatt

sto WeST MOREHEAD STREET
UITE 306
CHaRLOTTE, NC 28208-5214

{704) 344-8950 °
Fax: (704} 344-9971
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DANIEL B. MAFFEI 1630 LongworTH Housk OFFICE Bunoing
2571 DisTRICT, NEW YORK {202) 225-3701

Uongress of the United States

finuse of Representatives
- Washington, BE 20515-3225

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye
program and request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year
2009. I am aware of significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program as a result
of the enacted funding levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to
this issue;.

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program continues to perform
satisfactorily on both cost and schedule. Since enactment of the appropriations bill, an
Operational Assessment has been completed and the program remains on track to receive
Milestone C approval in Spring 2009. After reviewing the final appropriated levels for
this program in Fiscal Year 2009, however, I am concerned that current funding will be
inadequate to sustain this program in transition from development to low rate production.
I believe there are negative impacts to both the cost and delivery schedule of these
aircraft. .

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot 11 aircraft. _

I thank you for your consideration of this request, and I look forward to your
strong support for prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D

’Sg’:// /% ‘M.C.

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations

OSD 02569-09
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER

Fiast DisTRICT, NEW HAMPSHIRE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

READINESS
MILTARY PERSONNEL
1330 LOoNGWORTH HOUBE OFFICE BUILDING

WasHingTon, DC 20515
1202) 225-6456
{202) 225-5822 (Fax)

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR
WORKFORGE PROTECTION
HEALTHY FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES

33 toweld STReEeT

e Congress of the wmteh States

(603) 641-9561 {Fax}

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES

106 WassTON SREET Houge of Representatibes B e e, oo
Dy pa20 WWashington, BE 20515 Pusuclanes
(603) 743-5856 (Fax) February 26, 2009 www.shea-porter.house.gav

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
. Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to correct a sentence contained in my letter, co-signed by 18 of my colleagues,
which I sent to you on February 17, 2009,

While the letter accurately stated that the Department of Defense Inspector General is currently
investigating the electrocution deaths of 18 Americans (16 soldiers and 2 contractors), my office
inaccurately stated that all of the electrocutions were "in KBR-maintained facilities.” It has come
to my attention that some of these incidents did not occur in KBR-maintained facilities. This
misstatement does not diminish my concern about a contract involving major electrical work
being awarded to a company under investigation for the electrocution deaths of American
soldiers.

I hope this clarification resolves any confusion.

Sincerely,

Coud Shes- P,

Carol Shea-Porter
Member of Congress

OSD 02581 '1
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Spenker of the House

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Sef:retary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable David Price, Chairman of the House
Democracy Assistance Commission (HDAC), to lead a delegation to Mongolia,
Indonesia, and Timor-Leste on official business during the approximate time period of
May 22-31, 2009.

The main purpose of this trip is to conduct meetings with members of the Great
State Hural of Mongolia, the House of Representatives in Indonesia, and the National
Parliament of Timor-Leste in conjunction with the mission of the Commission, A list of
authorized Members and staff will follow at a later date. Spouses of Members may travel
at no cosi to the government for protocol purposes only.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Marine escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g). :

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Smcerely, ?
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
o U S. House of Representauves *




COMMITTEE ON
WAYS AND MEANS
TRADE

INCOME SECURITY AND FAMILY SUPPORT

COMMITTEE ON
ARMED SERVICES
AIR AND LanD FORCES

UniTED STATES GROUP OF THE
NATO PARUAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

kendrickmeek-house.gov

CONGRESSMAN KENDRICK B. MEEK
February 25, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates,

WABHINGTON OFFICE:

1038 LonGWORTH HoUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHingTon, DC 20515
{202) 225-4508
Fax: (202} 228-0777

DISTRICT OFFICES:

0O Miami-DAace
11N w 183RD STREET
unE 315
Miami Gmoeus FL 33169
{305) 890-5906
Fax: {306) 690-5851

0 BROWARD
10100 Pwes Boutevano
Bunong B, 3rD FLOOR
PEMBROKE PiNES, FL 33026
{964) 450-6767
Fax: {954) 450-8768

In October of 2008, President Bush signed into law the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2009. An essential part of that Act was the establishment of the
Military Leadership Diversity Commission. Creation of this commission is the fruit of
numerous meetings between senior members of the Pentagon, including former
Undersecretary Gordon England and each of the Service Chiefs, former General Officers,
and members of the Congressional Black Caucus dating back to October of 2007.

We share the goal of making sure that our military and its senior.leadership reflects our
larger American society;.and to that end I have been looking forward to the Commission
beginning its task : “conducting a comprehenswe evaluation and assessment of policies-
that provide opportunities for the promotion and advancement of nnnonty members of

the Armed Forces, including minority members who are senior officers.”

The work of this Commission will give Congress a better idea of how to address the
continuing issues hampering our senior military service members. "The simple fact is that
minorities are overrepresented at the enlisted level and underrepresented at the officer
level. This dxscrepancy becomes more acute at the General and Flag Officer level. We all
understand that given the nature of longevity and time in grade requirements that .,
rcctlfymg this discrepancy will be by definition a slow process. It will take time to grew
today’s junior officers into tomorrow’s senior leaders: That is all the more incentive to
act now and to act rapidly to ensure that military leadership 30 years from now more
accurately reflects our society.

The NDAA set a deadline for appointment the Commission’s members of not later than
60 days after the date of enactment for the Commission’s establishment; it is my
understanding that only very recently did you receive nominations from all relevant
services and that now the Commission awaits your approval of these nominees. To me,

D 02584-09
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the issue of diversity is also an issue of national security as we are better served by the
wide range of talents, experiences and capabilities that each group can bring to the table.
The U.S. military has long been at the forefront of maximizing diversity in our nation, but
we must continue to build on past successes. I know that the effort to build upon that
diversity is a goal that you and I share, and I look forward to your response and to the
timely forming of the Military Leadership Diversity Commission.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact my staff for support, advice or
recommendations.

endrick B. Meek
Member of Congress




ROBERT E. ANDREWS PLEASE REPLY TO:

FIRST DISTRICT, NEW JERSEY [[] 2439 Ravaurn House OFFICE BUKDING
WasrNnGToN, DC 20616
COUMITTEES. {202) 2256501
EDUCATION AND LABOR
Cramman, SUBCOMMITTEE ON "t h &t t s D 506-4 WHire HORSE PIKE
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Amse=D SEMICES  TWashington, BE 20515-3001 o) 43-500
MEMBER, SUBCOMMITTEE ON
COVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS WEBSITE:
mc“:ﬁv'zﬁifﬂmim:ﬁmfﬂ?ﬁ www.house.goviandrews
8UDGET COMMITTEE

February 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are contacting you today in support of a public-private partnership being developed between
Stevens Institute of Technology and McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey that is succe§§fully
working to ensure our military becomes independent of foreign oil and fossil fuels. In addition,
this work will foster new technologies, create jobs and spur economic development throughout
Southern New Jersey, and we urge you to consider committing $3.5 million worth of defense
funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding to this important inifiative.

As altemative energy technology matures, it Is imperative that new concepts of renewable energy
production are tested and proven in the field. Military bases are ideally suited to serve as national
test beds for the development of affordable alternative energy. Stevens Institute of Technology,
in collaboration with the private sector, has developed innovative carbon neutrgl tgchnologies that
can be implemented now in the field to validate the concept of operations for q]strlbuted
atemative energy systems that can meet a major portion of the demand of mthtgry bases.
McGuire Air Force Base is committed to becoming a model base where alternative energy
technology is tested at full scale and its efficacy is proven. The funding we are requesting would
be used to install, operate and test proven biofuel alternative energy technology at McGuire Air
Force Base. :

This program will demonstrate the efficiency and affordability of biofuel technology to our Nation's
military bases, create hundreds of jobs in Southern New Jersey over the next two years, foster a
new industry that creates thousands of jobs nationwide, and become the kemnel of innovation that
can transfer best practices to the rest of our military establishments for years to come. We have
attached additional information regarding this project to this letter for your consideration.

Thank you for your prompt attention fo this request. Our offices are prepared to provide you with
any additional information you may require or answer any questions you may have about this
initiative.

Cc. Wayns Amy, Undersecretary for Defense Installations and Environment

Sinéerely.

Robert E. Andrews U/
Member of Congress

O

. | i l Il
I
THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS WWII i

22
=

0 -09

LG



DEMOCRATS REPUBLICANS

806 FILMER, CALFORNIA, CHAIRMAN STEVE BUYER, INDIANA, RANKING
CORRINE BROWN, FLORIOA CLIFF STEARNS, FLORIDA

JERRY MORAN, KANSAS

, ARKANSAS
H, MICHAUD, MAINE ’ HENRY E. BROWN, JR., SOUTH CAROLINA

MICHAEL 1

. 4 JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA
o A . AT U.S. Houge of Repregentatives o s

4 DOLIG LAMBORN, COLORADO
ity iy R s COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS DOUG LAMBOM, COLORAL
HARAY TEAGUE, NEW MEXICO VERN BUCHANAN, FLORIDA
JOB DOMNELLY, INDIANA ONE HUNDRED ELEVENTH CONGRESS DAVID P. ROE. TENNESSEE
%1— g".’,‘fc”g%ﬁ!,‘““"* 335 CaNNON House OFrice BUILDING umﬁt‘m f#sm'summ
mwmmms o WASHINGTON, DC 20515 AND CHIEF COUNSEL
KIRKPATRICK, ARLZCNA .

%g m'&éem http:/iveterans.house.gov

M STAR ORECTOR February 27, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
-Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

This letter is to authorize Juan Lara, Majority Staff Director of the Subcommittee
on Economic Opportunity; Mike Brinck, Minority Staff Director of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity to travel on official committee oversight
business to sites in Washington from April 6 to April 10, 2009. The purpose of
travel is to attend various Transition Assistance Program Workshops in Bremerton
Naval Base, Ft. Lewis AFB, McChord AFB, and Fairchild AFB, Washington.

The expenditure of funds for payment and acn;eil' expéﬁse§ and transpdrtation is
autharized by Title 31, U.S.C 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or
commercial aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers when U.S.

carriers are not available.

If there are any questions, please have your staff coordinate with Juan Lara at (202)

- 226-5491 and Mike Brinck at (202) 226-3668. Thank you for your assistance in

this matter.
Sincerely,
' BOB FILNER
IR o - Chairman .
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IKE SKELTON, MISSQURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTRZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR. MISSISSIPPI

NEIL AHERCROMBIE, HAWAL

MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are writing to call your attention to the requirement that the Department of Defense (DoD)
conduct a space-based interceptor study as mandated by the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance,
and Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329).

After the Appropriations bill became law, there appeared to be disagreement as to whether or not
the DoD has the legal authority to obligate and expend funds for a space-based interceptor study. The
Congressional Research Service (CRS) delivered a memorandum to Senator Kyl on October 31, 2008,
which concluded, “The Department of Defense appears legally required to obligate and expend $5
million for this space-based interceptor study because section 8006 of the full-year Department of
Defense Appropriations Act, 2009, which was enacted as Division C of P.L. 110-329, states that the
obligation and expenditure of funds for projects for which amounts appropriated exceed amounts
requested in the budget are required by law to be carried out in the manner provided in the tables to the
same extent as if the tables were included in the text of the Act.”

In addition to the clarification provided by the CRS, we learned that in December of 2008, the
Director of the Missile Defense Agency, Lieutenant General Patrick O’Reilly, in a letter to Chairman
Skelton, then Ranking Member Hunter, Chairman Murtha, Ranking Member Young, Chairman Inouye
and Ranking Member Cochran, affirmed that the DoD must, upon the advice of the DoD General
Counsel, conduct the study. MDA proposed to award a contract to a Federally Funded Research and
Development Center in the near future and anticipated the study would be completed as early as summer
2009. We have also learned that Undersecretary of Defense John Young assured Senator John Kyl in a
December 2008 letter, "the Department will comply with the statutory requirement and proceed with the
study." Finally, the DoD General Counsel issued his opinion that the Department is legally required to
conduct the study in a letter to Chairman Skelton dated February 10, 2009.



Secretary Gates
March 10, 2009
Page 2

Despite the legal requirement to conduct the study and the aforementioned correspondence from
Department officials that they plans to proceed with the study and award a contract, we have been
recently informed that due to political pressure, the DoD has postponed proceeding with the study. We
will not debate the merits of space-based interceptors in this letter because our political opinions on the
matter are irrelevant at this juncture. The purpose of the study is to explore the feasibility and
advisability of the concept. The Congress has already debated the issue and the bill appropriating funds
for the study has been voted on by both chambers of Congress and enacted into law. The Department
should not stall its plans for conducting the study due to political pressures and any such action would be
perceived as such. '

This study was important to former Ranking Member Hunter and Strategic Forces subcommittee
Ranking Member Everett, and this request continues their work. With a solid legal foundation, we see
no reason to delay proceeding with the study in accordance with the Departmen€s original plans and
intent. We request that you provide us with the timeline for which the Department plans to obligate and
expend the $5 million to conduct the study and the intended recipient of the study contract.

We are happy to discuss any questions related to this matter.

) - Sincerely,
L“z u/( . er
John M. McHugh Michael Turner
Ranking Member Member of Congress
£
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 appreciate the work the Department of Defense does in providing employment
to people with severe disabilities though service contracts under the AbilityOne Program.
I have the pleasure of worling with Opportunity Village, a community rehabilitation
program in southern Nevada that has been providing job training and employment
services in southem Nevada.

For more than 35 years, Opportunity Village has supported the airmen and
women at Nellis Air Force Base. Currently, Opportunity Village has a food service
attendant contract and postal service center contract with Nellis. As a result, 43 people
with severe disabilities are employed under these contracts.

. This partnership has provided valnable services at Nellis AFB, and has assisted
people with disabilities. Given this information, I ask that the Department of Defense
reaffirm its commitment to not énter into contracts or agresments that will result in the
loss of jobs created by the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O’Day Act, or
small business programs. The AbilityOne Program should be part of the Air Force job
creation efforts, and I urge the Department of Defense 1o coordinate with AbilityOne
representatives to develop a policy solution that encourages job creation through both the
Morale, Welfare and Recreation program and the AbilityOne Program.

Thank you for your prompt attention to my concerns and please feel free to
contact me for further information. I look forward to working with you on this important
issue.

Sincerely,

A

DEAN HELLER
Member of Congress
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation of
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans® Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Afghanistan and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The delegation will
include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman Deborah L.
Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia; Congressman
Thomas 8. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe of Tennessee;
Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and Dolores
Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice Admiral
Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General Eric
Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain
of care-of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health
care being provided fo active duty service members in Afghanistan. Participants
will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities in order to
better understand the challenges of combat health care in Afghanistan. They
request briefings and updates from Defense officials knowledgeable on medical
evacuation procedures and policy.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be visited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be

D 0
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 3, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C.,,
Section 1108 (g).

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legis!ative LiaisSJn.
Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative and logistical
support.

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial air!ine carriers
when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not available to meet i
the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent with the “Fly America Act.

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, pleas¢ contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
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“The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
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I write with respect to the recent Federal Circuit Court of Appeals’ mlmg in the case of
Rothe Develapment Corp. v. Department of Defense and Department of the Air Force. 1 am
 concerned how the Department of Defense (DOD) will now conduct its contracting processes
and how this determmat:on will affect small busmesses in the 20™ Congressional District of

Texas. -

In 1998 Rothe Development Inc., a worman owned small business, ﬁled a lawsuit against -
'DOD claiming it had lost a contract, for wh:ch it submitted the lowest bid, because of the racial
. set-aside program. The case called into quesnon the DOD’s entire minority-owned small
business set-aside contracting program. On November 4, 2008, the Federal Circuit Court of
Appeals ruled that this contracting program, which sets aside 5 percent of DOD contracts, i '
unconstitutional because of a lack of evidence that minority companies had ever suffered from
racial discrimination in the DOD contracting process.

. Small businesses in my district have been asking what this decision will mean for the
DOD mmonty—owned small business set aside contracting program. I represent a community |
with a strong military presence and with a great number of minority-owned small businesses that
. hold contracts with all the service branches. Therefore, DOD’s contracting process has a huge
~ impact on business owners I represent. My constituents need guidance now on how DOD-
_-mtendstomoveforwardmhghtoftblsrulmg .
R | respectfully request a meeting with senior ofﬁcmls to discuss how DOD intends to
. address this matter and when new guidance can be expectéd from the agency. To arrange for
the meeting, please contact Jayne Ann Wolsey, my scheduler, at 202-225-3236 Thank you for
your cons&dcratxon of my request. A

,CAG:-' am
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Sincerely,
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" Member of Congress
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to The Honorable Nita Lowey, Chairwoman of the State, Foreign
Operations, and Related Programs Subcommittee, Committee on Appropriations, and The Honorable Kay
Granger, The [Honorable Jesse lackson, Jr., The Honorable Adam Schitt, and The Ho‘iwrable Ben Chandler,
Members of the Committee, to travel during the approximate time period of April 13 -l9th3 2009, to Egypt,
Jordan, Israel, and Ireland, The purpose of this trip is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to
meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this }ravel shall be paid from
appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Spouses

are authorized to accompany the members of this delegation for reasons of protocol at no expense to the
government.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist ir} making yv.hateve.r
arrangements are necessary for this travel. The trave! will be conducted via commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

ol

David R. Obey
Chairman

g OSD02662.00
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable BJ Peon

Assistant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and Environment)
1000 Navy Pentagon

Washington, DC 20350-1000

Dear Mr. Penn:

I am writing to you regarding the recent environmental investigation' in and :arm‘md the
Naval Weapons Reserve Plant (NWIRP) in Bethpage, NY. As you know, this investigation has
identified the presence of volatile organic compounds (VOCs) in several homes. While 1
applaud the Navy’s pro-active etforts in sampling certain homes and educating the community
by holding public meetings, [ believe more needs o be done. That is why [ am joining with
Nassau County Legislator Edward Mangano in requesting the Navy take the following actions:

Provide immediate, free testing to all homeowners residing south of NWIRP

Expedite in-home remediation

Expedite an on-site remediation syst=m ,

Designate funding to compensate affected homeowners .

Expand the radius of neighborhood street testing and continue lesting until redundant
nen-detected results are confirmed

Wy £ LY N s
S T

Thank you for your prouipt attention to this matter. [ would appreciate the Navy keeping
me regularly informed of new developwents regarding Bethpage.

Sincepely,
, o
//WO
PETER T. KING
Member of Congress

Cc: Dr.Rober Gates, Secretary of Defense
Mr. Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
. 1400 Defetrse Pentagon
' Washington, DC 20301
Secretary Gates:

As you know, on September 9%, 2004 President Bush took an unprecedented step when he
recognized that the atrocities occurring in Darfur constituted genocide. More than four years
later, the genocide continues. In 2008 alone at least 300,000 people were displaced and there
have been 43 reported aerial attacks by the Government of Sudan.

The United States should work with our allies to ensure that the United Nations mission in
Darfur has the critical resources it requires. I urge you to renew efforts to secure the helicopters
which the UN mission needs if it is to save lives, create an environment amenable to the peace
negotiations, and ensure uninterrupted humanitarian operations.

Without helicopters, the current UN peacekeeping force’s ability to respond quickly to events
and fulfill its mandate to protect civilians is severely compromised. More than 20 countries have
surplus aircraft that could be made available for the mission. It is my understanding that the six
countries best placed to provide transport helicopters, Italy, Ukraine, India, Spain, Romania and
the Czech Republic, between them have an estimated 71 helicopters available, four times the
requirement.

Thank you for your leadership and your attention to this issue.

Sincerely,
[l St~
Member of Congress

cc: General Jim Jones, National Security Advisor
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The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to express my strong support for the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program, and
request your consideration of a reprogramming of funds for Fiscal Year 2009. 1am aware of
significant undesired consequences for the E-2D program, as a result of the enacted funding
levels for Fiscal Year 2009, and I urge your personal attention to this issue.

As you know, the E-2D Advanced Hawkeye program is the comerstone of the Navy’s
Net-Centric Warfare concept, and is imperative for protection against theater air and missile
threats. Unfortunately, since the Defense Appropriations Bill was not considered in regular
order, there was little time to address misunderstandings and major issues before the final
conference report was complete. This produced an appropriations mark that left the program at a
level inadequate to sustain it in transition from development to low rate production. In addition,
the current FY09 funding level might produce a delay in Initial Operating Capability (I10C) by
two or more years. This is especially disappointing when the Advanced Hawkeye program
continues to meet and exceed both cost and schedule goals, and is needed to address urgent
threats.

Therefore, I request that you reprogram funds in Fiscal Year 2009 to support the
procurement of the third Low Rate Initial Production (LRIP) Lot I aircraft in the Fiscal Year
2009, and provide advance procurement for the third Lot II aircraft in Fiscal Year 2010.
Furthermore, I urge you to ensure that the Fiscal Year 2010 request includes procurement
funding for all three LRIP Lot II aircraft.

Thank you for your consideration of this request. Ilook forward to your strong support for
prioritizing reprogramming of Fiscal Year 2009 funding for the E-2D program.

Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Donald Winter, Secretary of the Navy
ADM Gary Roughead, Chief of Naval Operations
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense, The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Secretary Gates:

I write to urge you to act immediately to protect the jobs of people with severe disabilities working
on Department of Defense (DoD) service contracts under the AbilityOne Program. Specifically, 1
ask that you:

1. Reaffirm the moratorium on conversions set forth in the December 29, 2004, Memorandum
wherein Under Secretary of Defense Chu states, DoD NAFIs shall not enter into contracts or
agreements with DoD elements or other Federal Departments, Agencles or instrumentalities
Jor the provision of goods and services that will result in the loss of jobs created pursuant to
the Randolph Sheppard Act, the Javits-Wagner-O'Day Act, or small business programs until
a policy solution can be reached that encourages job creation;

Request that the AbilityOne Program be part of the Air Force solution; and,

Provide notification that responses to date from Arthur Myers, Principal Director, Military
Community and Family Policy, do not fully address the above two issues.

W

1 support the DoD Food Transformation effort where it results in higher quality and efficiency to
service members and lower costs. However, given the potential impact this challenge could have on
the employment of thousands of people with severe disabilities in the AbilityOne Program, I strongly
urge the DoD to coordinate with AbilityOne representatives to develop a policy solution that
encourages job creation through both the MWR and the AbilityOne Programs. This is a- ‘crucial step
to incorporate the best thinking to resolve this issue, particularly when jobs for people with severe
disabilities are so rare, reflecting an unemployment rate unparalleled by any other demographic
sector of our society.

Thank you for your :éarly conszderatlon of this urgent request. If you have any ’questaons on thls
issue, please feel free to contact me or my staff, Katy Siddall, at 202-225 3806

. Smcercly, ' ‘

Member of Congress
LB:ks

"657 41-09
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, Cuairman
JOHN £, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA

NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON

ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA

SMARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

siments, @ongress of the Mnited States

JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

O AZO, caroUNA ouse of Representatioes
D s e Committee on Appropriations

S LUNOIS Aashington, BE 205156015

CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA
CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
* MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALFORNIA
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA
BETTY McCOLLUM. MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK
TIM RYAN, OHIO
C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY
DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNEGSEE

JOMN T, SALAZAR, COLDRADO February 20, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEDRGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADEAHOLT, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMFSON, IDAHO

JOKN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS

ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA

DENNIS /. REHBERG, MONTANA .
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS !
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE. QHIO

TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2771

_ Aqthorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn
C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with
Cuba, and to examine and promote proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and health exchanges

with the U.S.

Neces.sal.ry expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority of 31

U.S.C. 1108(g).

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,

"D Oley

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 09
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euker of the
(SF March§h2 09

The Honorable Robert M. Gatcs
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize the Honorable John Tanner, Chairman of the House
NATO Parliamentary Assembly (NATO PA) group, to lead a delegation to Germany,
France, Lithuania, Ukraine, Georgia, and Belgium during the approximate period of April
2-9,2009. The purpose of this trip will be to attend meetings with government officials
in each country in conjunction with the mission of the Assembly, The following
Members and staff are authorized to travel:

The Honorable John Tanner (D ™)
The Honorable Jo Ann Emerson (R—MO)

Ms. Melissa Adamson, Professiqr_;él Staff, House Committee on Foreign Affairs

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort (B1©) |and military air transportation in-theatre.
Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should
be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Please also note that Mr. David Hobbs, Secretary General of the NATO PA, has
been invited to travel with the delegation in-theatre.

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Slncerely, s
mamc«(%

: NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C Mlller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

OSD 0274309
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, FENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

HITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURC, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIAGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CARCLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFGRNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA.. GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
EEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HARQOLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK A, WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODO TIAHRT, KANSAS

Congress of the AWnited Dtates  miwmge=

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI

Aouse of Representatioes A e Ao

Eommittee on Appropriations f‘m‘%@:mi:s

waﬁhlﬂgtﬂﬂ, E E 205156015 ADONEY ALEXANDER, LOLASIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
JO BONNER, ALABAMA
STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

March 9, 2009 TELEPHONE:

(202) 225-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27-28, 2009, to Leon,
Mexico. The purpose of this trip is to participate in the US-Mexico Chamber of Commerce “A
Vision for North America” Conference.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from approptiations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

axl

David Obey
Chairman



DAVID R, OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, CHIO

PETEA J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M, LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE € SERRANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L. Del AURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
€D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLAAD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILFATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNS YLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM AYAN, OHIO

CA. “DUTCH” RUPPERSHERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHAMDLER, KENTUCKY

DERBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO ROOMGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Fouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
A3shington, BE 20515-6015

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

€. W, BRLL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBEAT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CLILBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINCIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

ROODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
12021 226-2771

Authorization is hereby given to Representative Kay Granger, member of the Committee on
Appropriations and Anne Marie Chotvacs, professional staff member of the Committee on

Appropriations, to iravel on a CODEL led by Representative

Nita Lowey during the approximate

?ime period of April 13 — 19, 2009, to Egypt, Jordan, Israel, and Ireland. The purpose of this trip
is to review U.S. policies and programs in the region, and to meet with government officials.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman

T



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA. PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

AETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO. NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ACYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORMIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JA.. ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BQYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANLA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFQRD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BAABARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

€.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSEERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIAD RODAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Aouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, D 20515-6015

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA ~
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODO TIAHRAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSER

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBEAT 8, ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR(
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHH R. CARTER, TEXAS

AODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

SYEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHID
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLEAK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVEALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up in Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of e

1108(g).

stimates in the field under authority 31 U.S.C.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey ;

Chairman

O

0
AR

SD 27i6-09“ '




DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHARMAN

JOHN P, MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER .. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERAANO. NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURC, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CARDLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JA., ILUNOIS
CAAOLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICRIGAN
ALLEN 8aYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, IR, GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BAABARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA
BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND

BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA

CIRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS
LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE
JOHN T. SALAZAR. COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, DE 20515-6015

March 10, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BilL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA -

AODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS
ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE
TOM LATHAM, IOWA

AOBEAYT 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO

JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS

MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

AQDNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

KEN CALVERT, CALIFOANIA
JO BONNER, ALABAMA
STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, QKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

BEVEALY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226-2771

Authorization is hereby granted to Celes Hughes, Matthew Washington, and B.G. Wright,
staff members of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period
of March 27 - April 3, 2009, to Qatar, Pakistan and Afghanistan. The purpose of this trip is to
review programs supporting the announced U.S. troop build-up m Afghanistan.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under authority 31 U.8.C.

1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Sincerely,

David Obey ;

Chairman

OSD 02
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAFTUR, DHIO

PETER J. ISCLOSKY., INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JGSE E SERRANO, NEW YORK

AOSA L. Det AURD, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NOATH CAROLINA
CHET EOWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN €. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLOAIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP. JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPEASBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADQ

Congress of the Wnited States

Rouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, DE 205156015

March 11, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ADGERS, KENTUCKY
FAANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, 1OWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CAATER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANOER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATQURETTE, DHiO
TOM COLE. OKLAROMA

CLERK AND STAFF DHRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2771

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Ed Pastor, the Honorable Maurice
Hinchey, the Honorable Tim Ryan, the Honorable Ciro Rodriguez, the Honorable John R. Carter,
the Honorable Rodney Alexander, and the Honorable John T. Salazar members of the Committee
on Appropriations, and Taunja Berquam and Terry Tyborowski, staff members of the Committee
on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Puerto Rico, and Brazil, during the time
period of April 3 — April 10, 2009. The Honorable James Clyburn will travel under separate
authorization. The purpose of the trip is to inspect sustainable biomass plantations, renewable
energy laboratories, hydropower production, flex-fuel, and hybrid vehicle manufacturing
processes, and water infrastructure. They will also be meeting with officials and the Brazilian
government to discuss national energy strategies and other issues of mutual interest.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid
from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for examination of
estimates in the field.

It would be appreciated in the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as
may be required, including transportation, to facilitate this trip. It would also be appreciated if
the Department of the Army (SAFM-BUL) could be assigned to escort the delegation.

Sincerely,

David Obey
Chairman

747-
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY. NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERAANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W, OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
€D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CARDLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHOOE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARA, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLYANIA
STEVEN A. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFOANIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CAUFORNIA

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL. NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A, “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

OEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

UINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOMN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Anited Dtates

Rovse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, BE 205156015

March 11, 2009

The Honerable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWSS, CALIFORNIA

€. W. 8LL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERY 8. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R, CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2771

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Approprizations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 02748-09
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHairman
JOHN P, MUATHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIO

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITAM LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE €. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ADSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN., VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
£D PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID €. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA,
CHEY EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE AOYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK. MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIOA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFDRNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFCRNIA

BETTY MCCOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, DHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO AODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T SALAZAR, COLORADO

JERRY LEWSS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD AROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

Congress of the Wnited Dtates  EEmE.

JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR)

Rouse of Representatioes Mbe Comeoe D
Committee on Appropriations g*%gmwﬁm
Washington, DE 205156015 oy o Lousi

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

March 1 1, 2009 CLERK ;Er‘ag :LT::: :Tmoecron

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-271

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Adrienne Ramsay, staff member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 27, 2009, to Rochester,
New York. The purpose of this trip is to visit facilities to review the design and production
capabilities and receive briefings on subsystems and payloads for national security space systems.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be
paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estitnates in the field,

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making
whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via

commercial aircraft.

Sincerely,
David R. Obey ;
Chairman

OSi) 02749-09
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WALTER B. JONES
Ap DWTIMCT. NORT CARDLINA

e e Congress of the Tnited States

09:21pm  From-HON WALTER J JONES +2022253206 T-470 P.002/008 F-425

SIBTHET AFFCR:

1106-C CanrgnaTn Daive
GREENVRAS, NC 27088

(2521 2311008

Raam 2333

TELSFHONR (202) 226-3416

Commrmizs: Houge of Wepregentatibes

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

COMMITTEE ON FINANCIaL SERVICES

@Washington, BE 20515-3303

March 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I am writing to request that the Department of Defense (DoD) finalize the inclusion of
TRICARE Retail Pharmacy Program in federal procurement of pharmacenticals proposed rule
(73 Fed. Reg. 43394 (July 25, 2008)); 32 CFR Part 199 (DoD-2008-HA-0029; 0720-AB22) as
soon as possible. According to the proposed rule, making this regulation final will save DoD
$2.4 billion in Fiscal Years 2009-2011. In addition to providing badly needed savings to the
DoD, the finalization of this rule ends the need for current or fumrs TRICARE policies that favor
the TRICARE Mail Order Program (TMOP) aver the TRICARE retail pharmacy network.

_In Fiscal Year 2006, America’s retail pharmacies dispensed over 55 million TRICARE
prescriptions, more’ than any other pharmacy practice setting. TRICARE beneficiaries,
particularly retirees, have demonstrated a clear preference to obtain their prescription drugs and
pharmacy services from retail pharmacies, despite the fact that there ave already incentives in the
TRICARE program to encourage beneficiaries to use mail order. . They are our nation’s current
and retired armed services personnel and their families, and we need to honor them by providing
them with quality, accessible health care. 1 believe the choice of where to obtain prescription
mediations is best left to them.

_ Implementing the proposed rule would bring to fimition the sensible policy that the DoD,
with the support of the Government Services Administration, has pursued for years. A final rule
will give full effect to the intent and plain language of Section 703 of NDAA-2008[1)(1] by
placing retail pharmacies an an equal footing with other TRICARE phanmacy programs. Section
703 was signed into law one year ago, and as we await issuance of the final rule, DoD loses
hundreds of millions of dollars of savings because manufacturers are not paying required
statutory discounts on TRICARE prescriptions dispensed by retail pharmacies. In fact, the
Congressional Budget Office cstimated savings of $3.2 billion over the five-year period,
including $719 million in FY 2009. '
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Mar-13-08  03:21pm  From-HON WALTER J JONES | +2022253266 T-970  P.009/003 F-428

I respectfully request that you quickly promuigate and implement a revised final rule that
reflects the intent of Congress and DoD to achieve significant savings and enable TRICARE
beneficiaries to choose where to obtain their prescription medications. This result will best
honor TRICARE beneficiaries, promote quality health care, and preserve scarce government

resowrces. Thank you for your continued service to our country, and for considering our
request.

Sincerely,

Matte. 2

Walter B. Jo .
Member of Congress
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MarCh 13’ 2009 TELEPHONE, (5111 824-2400
The Honorable Robert Gates Lieutenant General Clyde A. Vaughn
Secretary of Defense Director, Army National Guard
1000 Defense Pentagon NGB-ARNG
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 111 South George Mason Drive
" Arlington, VA 22204

Dear Secretary Gates and Lieutenant General Vaughn:

I write today to urge you to direct money from the $50,000,000 allocated for Army
Nationa) Guard Military Construction in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
of 2009 (PL 111-5) towards construction of The Dalles Armory located in The Dalles,
Oregon. According to their FY2010 appropriations request, the Oregon Military
Department indicated that their federal request for this project is $17,023,000. ltis my
hope that this project can be funded through the money available in PL 111-5 to allow
construction to begin immediately. ‘

The Oregon Military Department has indicated that this project is ready to execute now
and will help the local and state econorny by providing jobs in construction and
maintenance during the period of construction and supporting the local economy after
construction, They estimate that construction projects of this scope average a total of 62
sub-contracts with an average of 12 employees per contract. The total number of
construction related jobs is estimated to be between 750 and 1,000. '

This project is vital to the community in The Dalles because it is a unique partnership
between the Oregon Military Department and Columbia Gorge Community College and
will provide prolonged benefit to the local economy as part of the community college
campus with classtooms available to the college during the week.

Tt is important that this project is completed as expeditiously as possible. I can think of
no betier way Lo create jobs, stimulate the state and local economy, and also advance the
mission of the men and women who have dedicated themselves to protecting our country.
Thark you for your time and full and fair consideration consistent with applicable law,
rules, and regulations. I look forward to hearing from you on this issue.

Sincerely,

/3 o

Grep Walden
Member of Congress 02768 09
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March 18, 2009
VIA FAC -~ 703-6 19
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Marcia L. Fudge to travel on a Congressional
Delegation (CODEL) led by the Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpamek.
members of the Committec on Appropriations to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009. The purpose of the trip is
to evaluate current policies regarding trade and commerce with Cuba, and to examine and promots
-proposals to initiate cultural, academic, and heaith exchanges with the United States.

It is requested that the Department of Defense to famish such assistance, includingtranspmhﬁm.asm:_fbe.
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and{or commeercial
aircraft up to business class, including foreign flag carriers whep U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL
requests the U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. .

If you have any qwstions'fegarding this matter, please contact Clifton Ronald St. Clair Williams HI
at 202-225-7032. Thank you for your assistance in this marter.

Sincerely,

GM:ejh
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--March 10, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of’ Ddfcnse

1300. Defense, %”.entagon Room 3E970
Washington, D:C.20301-1300

Dear Sect. Gates:

I write regarding two studies mandated by the Duncan Hunter National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2009 (NDAA), PL-110.417, which were recently due to be submitted to Congress but have not yet been
received. These studies of the Department of Defense’s renewable energy pursuits, such as the use of solar
power, are vital to progress on developing a comprehensive strategy on reducing the Department’
operational energy consumption.

Section 333 of the 2009 NDAA requires your office to conduct a study examining the feasibility of using
solar and wind energy to provide electricity for expeditionary forces. In particular, the study must examine
the potential for solar and wind energy to reduce the fuel supply; the extent to which such reduction will
decrease the risk of casualties associated with convoy operations; the overall costs and benefits of using these
technologies; the sustainability and operating requirements of solar and wind energy systems; and potential
opportumttes for experimentation within current training env1ronments The report was due on 11 February,
2009, 120 days after enactment of the 2009 NDAA, however the report has not yet been submitted to
Congress.

The second report, due 1 March, 2009, was required by the House Report accompanying the 2009 NDAA. 1t
directed your office to report on technologies that are suitably mature to be integrated into resct and
recapitalization programs that, if deployed, could reduce energy consumption. Likewise, this report has not
yet been received. ' '

I respectfu]ly request that copies « of these studies are immediately furnished to the Congress as they are likely
to provide important msrghts for potentla] action durmg this year’s defense authorization cycle. 1appreciate
your immediate attention to this matter

Since

Gab:iejle Giffords U UV

Mem
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Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Tam wntmg to express my outrage at the Army’s use of funds to purchase land to expand the
Pinon Canyon Maneuver Site in direct violation of clearly stated Congressional intent.

In 2008, Congress passed the Military Construction Appropriations Act with an amendment
stating “None of the funds appropriated or otherwise made available in this title may be used for
any action that is related to or promotes the expansion of the boundaries or size of the Pinon
Canyon Maneuver Site, Colorado. ” The clear intent of this measure was to prevent the

. appropriation of funds for the proposed expansion of the Pinon Canyon site used by the U.S.
Army stationed at Fort Carson, Colorado.

It has come to my attention that the Army has recently completed a deal with a Colorado
landowner for the acquisition of approximately 70,000 acres of land near the existing Pinon
Canyon facility, This acqmsmon comes less than six months aﬁer members of Congress
expressed their mtent to lmpose a ban oh expansion.

The expansion of the Pinon Canyon site has been adamantly opposed by Colorado Members of
Congress as well as the farmers and ranchers in Southern Colorado because a larger training

 facility will result in the condemnation of private property, decreased land values, a devastating
impact on the local economy, and on the environment. :

The Pinon Canyon site has always been a bane for the local communities. When the mmal land
was purchased, some landowners complained of strong-arm tactics and fears of condemnation.
When the site was to open, the Army heralded construction jobs and long-term employment, but
after twenty years the site has not helped the local economies. Addmonally, many were led to
beheve that the 31te would not allow live-fire exercises, but that promise was a]so broken.

Today, I am u'oubled that the Army has decided to not only violate the trust of the local
community but has also decided to skirt clearly defined Congressional intent that this facility not
be enlarged. In January 2009, the Governrinent Accountability Office released a report on the
Department of Defense justifications for the expansion of Pinon Canyon. This report
recommended that the Army provide more information to Congress before further action be

OSD 029 91-09




taken. Not only was no further information provided, it now appears that the Army has decided
to disregard Congress’ intentions altogether. Please advise me on why the Army is progressing
forward on the purchase. I appreciate your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Betsy ey
Memlgf of Congress




Glnngrezz of the nited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 12, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 203011900

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are acutely aware that the US Transportation Command and the US Air Force place a
very high priority on recapitalizing the fleet of KC-135 Refueling Tankers. We agree with this
priority. Unfortunately, as the Government Accountability Office concluded last year, the
previous source selection process for the KC-X Tanker was decply flawed. We write to you
today to highlight several key points that we believe must guide a future source selection process
if it is to be successful.

First and foremost a future: competitive source selection must be fair to all parties while
delivering the best value solution for the warfighter at a'reasonable cost for the taxpayer. ‘In the
previous source selection, the competition was not condeicted fairly on several levcls. The
Department of Defense (DOD) must not- repeat past mistakes:

» Do not allow “ ‘competition at all costs” to distort the KC-X solicitation and source
selection process.’ In the months leading up to the release of the final Request for
Proposals (RFP) for the previous KC-X solicitation, the Air Force bent to the
combination of external pressure for “competition at all costs” coupled with refusal by
one potential offeror to compete unless the RFP was changed to its satisfaction. This led
to last minute changes in key elements of the Combined Mating and Ranging Planning
System (CMARPS) evaluation tool for the sole purpose of qualifying one offeror’s
proposal.

» Conduct the competition on a level playing field for all parties. In the previous
KC-X competition, the Northrop Grumman/EADS team benefited from unfair advantages
that derive from illegal government subsidies and waivers of regulations that apply to
products produced in the United States. Specifically, the United States government has a
complaint pending before the World Trade Organization (WTO) stating that the A-330
aircraft prochiced by EADS/Airbus benefitted from $5 billion in illegal government
subsidies.- Note that Sechon 886 of the FY2009 Natmnal Defense Authorization Act
requires DOD to conduct a review of the ;mpa:cts of subsidies on the aerial refueling
tanker competition upon completion of the proceedings of the WTO.  The KC-X
competition also has highlighted the unequal treatiment that American producers face

-when.competing with products from several allied nations. Our American producers
must abide by many regulations (Berry Amendment, Buy America Act, International
Traffic in Arms Regulations, Foreign Corrupt Practices Act, and cost accounting
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standards) that add cost for domestic products but are waived for items produced in other
countries.

» Take into account full and accurate life-cycle costs for proposals. According to
Defense Acquisition University studies, Operation and Support (O&S) costs constitute
approximately 72 percent of total weapon system costs. It is imperative that these costs
be a significant factor in source selection decisions, and that they be estimated properly.
DOD made a serious error in the previous KC-X Tanker source selection analysis when it
based estimates of Most Probable Life-Cycle Cost (MPLCC) on a 25-year interval rather
than the 40-year interval that was stipulated (and approved by the JROC) as the required
service life of the aircraft. Furthermore, GAO recommended that a future source
selection give greater attention to the impact of fuel costs in its life-cycle cost analysis.
GAO concluded that “even a small increase in the amount of fuel that is burned per hour
by a particular aircraft would have a dramatic impact on the overall fuel costs.” Well
established commercial data shows that the Airbus A-330 aircraft consumes 24% more

fuel per flight hour than does a Boeing 767 aircraft. This would result in very significant

differences in operating costs.

» Insist that proposals fully comply with all key requirements of the solicitation. In .

the previous KC-X Tanker source selection evaluation, GAO concluded that in two
instances the Air Force disregarded the fact that the Northrop Grumman/EADS proposal
failed to comply with requirements of the solicitation, Specifically, GAO found that the
Air Force “improperly made award” when it “unreasonably determined that the
awardee’s refusal to agree to the specific solicitation requirement that it plan and support
the agency to achieve organic depot-level maintenance.” GAO also concluded that “the
record does not demonstrate the reasonableness of the agency’s determination that the
awardee’s proposed acrial refueling tanker could refuel all current Air Force fixed-wing
tanker-compatible receiver aircraft in accordance with current Air Force procedures, as
required by the solicitation.”

» Insist that source selection evaluation be accomplished in aecordmce with the
evaluation plan that is established for the solicitation. GAO found that the Air Force “did
not assess the relative merits of the proposals in accordance with the evaluation criteria
identified in the solicitation, which provided for a relative order of importance for the
various technical requirements, and where the agency did not take into dccount the fact
that one of the proposals offered to satisfy more “trade space” technical requirements
than the other proposal, even though the solicitation expressly requested offerors to
satisfy as many of these technical requirements as possible.” Furthermore, GAO
concluded that the Air Force “violated the solicitation’s evaluation provision that “no
consideration will be provided for exceeding [key performance parameter] KPP
objectives” when it recognized as a key discriminator the fact that the awardee proposed

to exceed a KPP objective relating to aerial refueling to a greater degree than the
protester »

> Care:fullj,r consider national security impacts and industrial base impacts. Given
the crucial role that air refueling plays in providing global reach for our military, DOD
must carefully weigh the importance of preserving domestic design knowledge and
production expertise. Furthermore, industrial base impacts must be assessed given the
fragile economic conditions and weak domestic employment environment. Federal code



(10 U.8.C. 2440) requires evaluation of technology and industrial base impacts in
conjunction with major defense acquisitions.

We also think that it is important to the successful progress of the KC-X Tanker
acquisition that DOD commence discussions with the potential offerors. Our understanding is
that for the last several months DOD has resisted discussions that would help the government
and industry exchange information, ideas and perspectives. If this program is to move forward
and yield a positive outcome, we recommend that DOD engage with industry.

Finally, we urge you to take the necessary time to allow the new Administration team to
thoroughly consider the framework for the next source selection process. As much as the Air
Force needs to begin recapitalizing the KC-135 fleet, we think it is essential that the solicitation
requirements and acquisition strategy have the input and support of the new DOD leadership

team that will be responsible for conducting the source selection and getting the program
way.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,
et doe 760 1ot
NORM DICKS TODD TIAHRT

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK
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Congress of the Anited States

House of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, DE 20515-6015

March 16, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERAY LEWIS, CALIFORMIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ADGERS, KENTUCKY
FAANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TOOO TIAHAF, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD
JOHN ABNEY CIXBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIAK, ILLINOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN A. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNLA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
{202) 2252771

Reference is made to my letter dated March 9, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Kay Granger, a member of the House Appropriations Committee, to travel to
Leon, Mexico during the approximate period of March 27-28, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize travel during the approximate
time period of March 27-29, 2009.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman

OSD 03053-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I have authorized Congressman Michael H. Michaud to lead a delegation o'f -
Members and staff from the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs on a fact-finding visit
to Kuwait, Afghanistan, and Germany from April 13 to April 18, 2009. The
delegation will include, in addition to Congressman Michaud, Congresswoman
Deborah L. Halvorson of Illinois; Congressman Glenn C. Nye of Virginia;
Congressman Thomas S. P. Perriello of Virginia, and Congressman David P. Roe
of Tennessee; Cathy Wiblemo, Staff Director for the Subcommittee on Health; and
Dolores Dunn, Republican Staff Director for the Subcommittee. In addition, Vice
Admiral Adam Robinson, Surgeon General of the Navy, and Lieutenant General
Eric Schoomaker, Army Surgeon General, will be in attendance.

The Delegation is currently planning to travel to visit medical facilities in the chain
of care of OEF service members and see first-hand the level and quality of health
caré being provided to active duty service members in the countries to be vi_s.l.tf_ad.
Participants will also speak directly with key medical personnel at these facilities
in order to better understand the challenges of combat health care.

The actual cost of lodging is authorized in the countries to be vis.ited. It would be
appreciated if the Department of Defense could furnish such assistance as may be




Honorable Robert M. Gates
March 11, 2009
Page 2

required, including transportation, to facilitate this fact-finding visit. The
expenditure of funds for payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized pursuant to Title 31, U.S.C,,
Section 1108 (g).

I would also like to request military escorts from the Army Legislaftiw./é '
Liaison Office be authorized to accompany the delegation for administrative
and logistical support.

The CODEL will be authorized to travel on foreign commercial airline
carriers when there has been a determination that a U.S. flag carrier not
available to meet the scheduling requirements of the traveler consistent thh
the “Fly America Act.”

Thank you for your continued support and assistance. If you have further
questions, please contact Jian Zapata of the Committee staff at 225-9756.

oo FDacac.

BOB FILNER
Chairman

MS/jz
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@ongress of the Wnited Siates
Hashington, BE 20515

March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary,

As a member of the United States House of Representatives, it is an honor to
recommend Dr. Solomon Passy for the position of the next Secretary General of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). We ask that you give this request your full
consideration. '

NATO as an institution is an important vehicle for keeping peace and stability in
the region. With the expected return of France to the military organization will open a
window of opportunity for major and profound reforms in the Alliance and a new NATO-
EU, Euro-American cohesion. Therefore, we trust that a person like Dr. Passy, bringing
the inspiration of New Europe, may synergize best with this momentum.

Dr. Passy’s credentials are very impressive. In 1990, as a member of parliament,
he launched his idea for Bulgaria to withdraw from the Warsaw Pact to join NATO. At
the time this goal was only supported by 15% of the population. The network he created,
the Atlentic Club of Bulgaria, succeeded in its goal to reverse popular opinion: in 2004
when Foreign Minister Passy raised the Bulgarian flag at NATO Headquarters, he gained
the support of 80% of the Bulgarian people. Also, he successfully negotiated and signed
the Accession Treaty of Bulgaria with the European Union in 2005, Both ventures have
made him one of the most popular ministers in Bulgarian history.

Another highlight of Dr. Passy’s distinguished career was his leadership during
Bulgaria’s term on the United Nation’s Security Council, which lasted from 2002 to
2003. During his tenure, he was able to demonstrate a remarkable ability to develop
relationships in a way that permitted the passage of numerous resolutions and other
important acts highlighting Bulgaria®s successful term on the Council.

Also worth mentioning is hig extensive experience in Afghanistan working
closely with President Hamid Karzai on election and economic issues that impact the
nation as a whole. As Chairman-in-Office for the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), he directed the first exporting of an election observation
team to Afghanistan to monitor the 2004 presidential election. Given the growing
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narcotics concern that has developed out of Afghanistan, he has worked diligently on
assisting the people of Afghanistan to replace poppy crops with that of roses—A
Bulgarian treasure.

Dr. Passy has a proven track record in foreign relations. He has been ane of the
‘main instruments of his country’s successes and there is n0 one better with his knowledge
and experience to work in this capacity.

If we can be of further assistance to yoﬁ, please do not hesitate to contact either of

our offices.
, Sincerely, .
T loilon> Pk Flrae
JOE WILSON MADELEINE BORDALLO

Member of Congress ‘ Member of Congress
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The Honorable Robett M. Gatas

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b), Public Law 601, 79® Congress (codified at
2 U.8.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Commiftes on Appropriations to make an
inquiry of the affect of stop loss on servicemembers.

Please designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this letter. If
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881.

Sincerely yours, :
Danid M. Prcints
David M. Pomerantz

Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committes on Appropriations

c¢ - Compgroller of the Department of Defense
cc - Secretary of the Army
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

U.S. Department of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to authorize Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI) to participate in
the CODEL being led by Senator Robert Casey (D-PA), to Brussels and
Belgium. This travel will take place during the period of Thursday, March 19,

- through Monday, March 23, 2009; the House is not scheduled to be in session
during this time.

The purpose of this trip is to attend the 2009 Brussels Forum on
transatlantic economies. Rep. Kind will also speak at the Forum and will meet
with officials from European Parliament and the European Commission.

It would be appreciated if the U.S. Department of Defense could furnish
such assistance as may be required, including transportation to facilitate this
trip. The expenditure of funds for the payment of the actual and iccessary
expenses and such transportation as may be required is authorized by
31 U.S.C. 1108 (g).

CBR/jg
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates: |

I am writing to call to your attention the need to revise your Department’s
policy on outsourcing. Over the past eight years the Administration has misused
the Office of Management and Budget Circular A-76, the policy which governs
public-private competitions to potentially outsource work to the private sector. A-
76 became a mandate for pushing more and more work into the private sector, even
work that is closely associated with inherently governmental functions, in order to
meet arbitrary competition goals.

The last Administration’s push to outsource resulted in hundreds of billions
of expenditures with little to no oversight from the Department of Defense (DoD).
In fiscal year 2008, DoD obligated about $200 billion for contractor-provided
services, more than doubling the amount it spent a decade ago when measured in
real terms. Yet the Defense Department is unable answer basic questions such as:
how many contractors and subcontractors there are, what is their average salary,
and precisely what work are they doing? The responsibility for acquiring services
within DoD is spread among individual military commands, weapon system
program offices, or functional units on military bases with no central oversight.
The DoD Inspector General (IG) recently reported that your office pressured the
Military Services to conduct outsourcing studies, and recently revealed to my
subcommittee that contractors grant civilians access to military bases, including in
highly sensitive areas like Iraq and Afghanistan, without evidence of appropriate
background checks.

il
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Honorable Robert Gates
March 23, 2009
Page Two

The House Appropriations Committee has attempted for years to impose

. oversight of contract services and shift away from what has become an over
reliance on contractors. The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act
includes a one year government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or
announcing any A-76 smdies. I was heartened by President Obama’s recent
Memorandum on govemment contracting in which he states “Government
outsourcing for services also raises special concerns.” OMB must “... clarify
when governmental outsourcing for services is and is not appropriate...”

~ However, I found it disappointing when I learned of a response from your office to
twenty members of Congress who had expressed concern about a particular A-76
study; the response suggests that the concerns about outsourcing expressed by this
subcommittee and by the President have not been understood by your office. The -
same official who had advocated outsourcing during the Bush administration stated
in a letter (attached) dated March 9, 2009, that “Publi¢ Private competition under
OMB Circular-76 is a proven management tool that improves business efficiencies
while generating significant savings to the taxpayer.”

In light of the Omnibus Appropriations Act, I advise you to cease to initiate
or announce new A-76 studies. I also suggest that you halt A-76 studies pending
OMB review of the A-76 program,

I request a prompt response to this letter.

Respectfully,

C AR ‘/'M
~N ¢

John P. Murtha

Chairman

Defense Subcommittee

Attachment
As stated
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The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
Department of Defense
‘Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:

1 .am writing to urge you to appoint former U.S., Represauaﬁvﬁ(b)(s) \to
serve on the Defense Policy Board.

I have known®X® " since I first arrived in Congress in 1976, and I worked closely
with him during the 1980s and early 1990s on numerous arms control and defense policy
legislative initiatives. During his service in the House, Les was widely regarded as one
of the most thoughtful and effective naticnal leaders on arms control issues. He used his
position on the House Appropriations Defense Subcommittes to advance several

successful arms control initiatives, including authoring a successful effort to ban the
testing of anti-satellite weapons in space. In additio 15 one of the key House

leaders of the effort to cut funding ill-advised “Star Wars” strategic ballistic missile
defense programs, and a strong proponent of efforts to secure 8 strategic nuclear arms
reduction treaty with the Soviet Union. In addition to these initiatives, Les was also a
longstanding advocate for smart defense procurement and realistic testing of new
conveational weapons systems,

In his post-Congressional career,®® has continued to be active in Democratic politics
and in policy discussions on arms control and national security issues. As our nation
moves forward to grapple with issues relating to recent Chinese tests of anti-satellite
weapons, what to do about proposed missile defenses in Europe, and how to restart the
arms control process with the Russians, I believe that®© | would provide the
Defense Department with frank and insightful advice and counsel. Ibelieve that Les
AuCoin would be an invaluable addition to the Defense Policy Board, and [ strongly urge
you to consider naming him to this important position.

Sincerely,

s;mﬁngsxoﬁ SBLASST] w@/
Bspr’/}sa‘"’ )Q/ CBLCH | FILE M%
Edward J. Markey :

L — LA / Member of Congress |
: D 03222-09
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" March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of
Interparliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Carnahan to
Egypt, Ethiopia, Cyprus, and Lebanon during the approximate period of April 3-11,
2009. The purpose of the trip is to attend the 120™ meeting of the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and to meet with government officials in each country.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such assistance
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Air
Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for
the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

NANCY PELOSI
Speaker of the House

Sincerely,

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Seéretary: A . -

This letter will authorize Ms. Catlin O”Neill, Floor Assistant to the Speaker, to
accompany Codel Tauscher (authorized by the House Armed Services Committee) to
Israel and Egypt during the approximate period of April 5-10, 2009. The purpose of the
trip is to review Israeli Missile Defense Operations and participate in bilateral discussions
with key allies in the Middle East.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would firnish such assistagce
as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as well as Marine
escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of funds for the
actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

QCY PEDOSI

Speaker of the House

cc: The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives

D 03245 09
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" March 19, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

We would like to ensure that the Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign
Affairs of the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is included in the
Administration’s Congressional briefings related to the results of the strategic review of
U.S. efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan you have commissioned.

As you are well aware, the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform is
the principal oversight committee in the House of Representatives and has broad
oversight jurisdiction as set forth in House Rule X. Pursuant to Committee Rule 8(a)(5),

the Subcommitiee on National Security and Foreign Affairs has jurisdiction
~ encompassing oversight of national security, homeland security, and foreign affairs. Our
Committee has the significant role of oversight of interagency activities in the national
security arena. :

Beyond manifest jurisdictional oversight interests, our Subcommittee has devoted
significant time and energy on the oversight of U.S. policy, programs, and resources
related to our efforts in Afghanistan and Pakistan. Over the past two years, our Chairman
has personally led thiee Congressional delegations to Afghanistan and Pakistan. During .
that same period, the Subcommittee has held eight related hearings.'

Last month, we held a hearing on the U.S. mission to train and equip the Afghan
police and army with a focus on the accountability of arms and other sensitive military
equipment. Over the last two weeks, we have held a public hearing and hosted a
classified briefing on the nature of the complex threat environment within Afghanistan
and Pakistan. We are currently planning oversight hearings on the proposed troop

! Formore information on these activities, please go to: http://nationalsecurity.oversight.house.gov.

OSD 03246-09
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buildup and civilian surge in Afghanistan, as well as on mgiong] players and
considerations that are fundamental to U.S. efforts in South Asia.

Our work on this subject, both in the hearing room and on the ground, has
allowed the Members of this Subcommittee the opportunity to acquire a depth of
. understanding on the nature of the security threat in Afghanistan and Pakistan. We stand
committed to continue constructive oversight of U.S. plans and activities in this
strategically important, and troubled, region.

We appreciate your timely attention to this matter and look forward to working
with you as we move forward in creating more effective foreign policy in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, while making sure that every dollar entrusted to us by the American
taxpayers is wisely spent. : ‘

John F. Tierney

Chairman Ranking Member .
Subcommittee on National Security Subcommittee on National Security

and Foreign Affairs and Foreign Affairs

cc:  Vice President Joseph R. Biden
: Secretary Hillary Clinton
Secretary Robert Gates
National Security Advisor James L. Jones
Special Envoy Richard Holbrooke
Under Secretary Michele Flournoy
Mr. Bruce Riedel, Brookings Institution
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March 19, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JEARY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
RALPH REGULA, OHIG
MAAOLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
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CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ROB NABORS

TELEPHONE:
(202) 226271

Reference is made to my letter dated February 20, 2009, granting authorization to the
Honorable Barbara Lee and the Honorable Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel to Cuba on April 3-8, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honorable Michael Honda, also a
member of the committee, to participate in this travel.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey

Chairman

Q
@

o
o
w0
~1
1
S
=

BE==L

AODNEY P. FAELINGHUVYSEN, NEW JERSEY



@ongress of the Wnited States
Washington, BE 20515

March 16, 2009

President Barack Obama

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We write to voice our support for the VH-71 presidential helicopter replacement program.

The Marine One presidential helicopter is more than just a symbol of the office or a simple means of
transport; it is integral to the safety and security of our president and thus our nation. That is why
we urge you to resist any attempt to politicize the VH-71 presidential helicopter program by
singling it out among the large number of major programs that have exceeded their original
budgets. This program is too important to be derailed by politics.

We share your strong commitment to increasing accountablhty in the use of tax dollars and applaud
your promise to reform the broken defense acquisition system. In recent years, too little attention
has been paid to ensuring the wise management of major defense priorities. In: many cases,
excessive requirements are packed into programs at enormous expense and with litile ultimate
value to the warfighter.

However, we are alarmed by the political controversy surrounding the VH-71 program and fear it
could lead to a decision that jeopardizes the security of our Commander in Chief and wastes
valuable taxpayer money. There is little doubt that the need to replace the aging legacy fleet of
presidential helicopters is real, urgent, and thoroughly documented. The current fleet has been in
service more than 35 years and it is time for an upgrade to best protect the President and his family.
This country cannot afford its President to be vulnerable or cut off from communications in a time
of emergency.

VH-71 was initiated by the White House in the aftermath of the September 11, 2001 attacks and

was awarded to the current industry team in 2005 after one of the most rigorous and scrutinized

competitions in history, which was not protested by the losing contractor. Congress has repeatedly

noted that excessive requirements coupled with unrealistic price and schedule estimates have

driven current cost projections for the program’s second phase beyond what is reasonable.
. Nevertheless, we believe canceling the program entirely would be irresponsible and self-defeating.

To date, $3 billion has been invested in the VH-71 program and yielded notable results. Eight of the
nine aircraft comprising the first phase of the program, Increment 1, have achieved flight and are
meeting or exceeding all performance parameters, The fiscal year 2009 House Defense
Appropriations bill noted that Increment 1 is a “marked improvement” that “exceeds the
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performance of the current fleet in virtually every respect.” Based on the outstanding performance
- of this aircraft, we urge you to consider expanding the Increment 1 fleet to make it the long-term
solution if the more advanced Increment 2 aircraft cannot be procured in a cost-effective manner.

Furthermore, we believe the Navy could purchase a full fleet of 23 Increment 1 helicopters within
the original budget profile. Doing so would send an important message that security and .ﬁscal
responsibility are compatible when it comes to our national defense. Without question, simply
canceling VH-71 at this advanced stage would be the least responsible alternative both for the
safety of your office and the investment of the American taxpayer.

Marine One is an important national security asset serving the Office of the President and is directly
linked to the security of our.nation. The VH-71 Marine One program was initia;ed by a previous
administration, will enter service during your administration, and will serve future presidents for
decades to come. You will have our complete support - and the support of the American people - as
you move forward with this critical program.

Sincerely,

—6 ' S

Rep. Patrick] M . Maurice Hinchey

Rep. Bill Shuster

Rep. Jo Bonner

Rep. Michael Arcuri

2N

Rep. Ddifg Lamborn

Yt

e . Ander Crenshaw

Rep. Dan Maffei




Cc:

The Honorable John |. Young '
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology and Logistics

The Honorable B]j Penn
Acting Secretary of the Navy

The Honorable Rahm Emanuel
White House Chief of Staff

Gregory B. Craig
White House.Counsel
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Congress of the NAnited Dtates

Aouse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
AMashington, PE 20915-6015
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JERRY LEWHS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEQRGIA
RODNEY P, FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

2ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLY, ALABAMA
JG ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
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ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
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JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{(202) 226-271

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer
Miller, and Mr. Jeff Shockey, professional staff members of the Committee on
Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and Frankfurt,
Germany and Vienna, Austna during the approximate time period of April 4-10, 2009,
The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to the CIA, NSA and counter-
terrorism operations and activities.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall
be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

~ David R. Obey ;

Chairman

OSD 03249-09
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eongress of the Wnited States

Roose of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Washington, BE 20515-6015

March 19, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, ALORIDA
RALPH REGULA, OHIO

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JAMES T. WALSH, NEW YORK
DAVID L HOBSON, OHIC

JOE KNOLLENBERG, MICHIGAN
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

2ACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, OWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

JOHN E. PETERSON, PENNSYLVANIA
VIRGIL H. GOODE, JA., VIRGINIA
RAY LAHOOD, ILLINOIS

DAVE WELDON, FLORIDA
MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBEASON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOMN R. CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

GCLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ROB NABORS

TELEPHONE:
12021 225-277%

CIAO RODRIGUEZ. TEXAS

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Sam Farr, member of the Committee on
Appropriations, to join a CODEL led by the Honorable Eliot Engel, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Subcommittee on the Western Hemisphere, to Trinidad and St. Vincent on April 17-21, 2009. The
purpose of the trip is to attend the Fifth Summit of the Americas and meet with government and non-

government officials regarding political and economic developments, and general bilateral relations
with each country.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall be paid

from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the ficld under authority of 31
U.S.C. 1108(g).

The travel will be conducted via military aircraft. It would be appreciated if officials of
the Department would assist in making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Congress of tb Anited States

Bouge of Repregentatives

Washington, BE 20515
March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to cancel the OMB Circular A-76 privatization review of public works at the United
States Army Garrison, West Point.

The A-76 program was shut down by Congress in the Omnibus Appropriations Act that the
president signed into law earlier this month because of longstanding concems. Two Government
Accountability Office (GAO) reports issued last year detail how poor guidance from the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) had resulted in systematically overstated savings and understated
costs as well as a disproportionately adverse impact on older, female and African-American civil
servants. As GAO noted, even after eight years, A-76 proponents are still unable to “reliably assess
whether competitive sourcing truly provides the best deal for the taxpayer.”

Moreover, the A-76 program raises concerns about compliance with the law. The Defense
Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2009 limits multifunction OMB Circular A-76 privatization
reviews, like the one of public works at West Point, to no longer than 30 months. The West Point
A-76 privatization review was formally announced in September 2006, 30 months ago. However,
an A-76 privatization review starts not at formal announcement -- but when preliminary planning
begins, when money is first spent on hiring consultants and reassigning civil servants from their
usual jobs. Indeed, this preliminary planning is actually required by the OMB Circular A-76. We
understand that preliminary planning for the West Point public works privatization review actually
began over seven years ago in 2002 and included at least five full-time civil servants.

We are also concerned about compliance with the provision in the fiscal year 2008 Defense
Authorization bill, which forbids the Department of Defense from carrying out competitive
sourcing-related direction from OMB. Less than two months after enactment, West Point tried to
utilize the prohibition by petitioning the Army for relief from carrying out the public works
privatization review. In its March 19, 2008 letter, the installation discussed a detailed plan for =
internal reengineering of its public works functions that would be “less disruptive” than the A-76
privatization review, but yet “yield efficiency and real savings,” and thus be “a win-win for West
Point and the West Point community.” Nevertheless, this petition was rejected. Even OMB during
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the previous administration acknowledged that the A-76 process should not be consxdered_ t.he
exclusive process for generating efficiencies when officials in July 2008 renamed competitive
sourcing, calling it “commercial management,” and emphasized business process reengineering
instead of contracting out.

This privatization review is already well past the 30 month limitation imposed in law, whfch means
that the actual costs likely exceed any savings. In addition, West Point is prepared to achieve a
satisfactory resolution that benefits taxpayers and the West Point community. We in (?or.lgre.ss
have already recognized the failure of OMB Circular A-76 privatization reviews b}: eliminating
them. Today, we strongly urge you to cancel the West Point public works OMB Circular A-76
privatization review.

Sincerely,

MAURICE HINCHEY HN HALL
ember of Congress ember of Congress




CHARLES B. RANGEL

15TH CONGRESSIONAL DisTRICT
NEew Yoaxk

GEORGE A. DALLEY
CHIEF OF STAFF

JAMES E. CAPEL
COMMITTEE: DISTRICT DIRECTOR
WAYS AND MEANS
JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION
Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
March 3, 2009
Mr. Christian Marrone
Acting Assistant Secretary / Legislative Affairs
Department of Defense
1300 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Marrone:
To carry out my Congressional duties in the area of national defen§e, I am
seeking your assistance in receiving information regarding the stationing of
U.S. troops at U.S. military installations overseas.
In view of plans for changes in troop deployments in Iraq and Afghanistar}
announced by President Obama, this information would be helpful to me in
~ understanding the President's plans in the larger worldwide context.
Therefore, I would appreciate a comprehensive report from DoD listing all
military bases abroad where U.S. troops are stationed, the number of troops
at each installation, and the cost of maintaining each of these bases.
In view of the urgency of this request, I would appreciate a personal .
response as soon as possible. If the information cannot be made public, I
would be willing to schedule a personal classified briefing in an appropriate
venue on Capitol Hill.
Thank you for your consideratips.
Sing
CHARLE : '
Member of C OSD 03255-09
CBR/em AR
WASHINGTON OFFICE DisTRICT OFFICE
0O 2354 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFicE BUlLDING i ’ a 163 WeST 125TH STReeT
WAasHINGTON, DC 20515-3216 NEw York, NY 10027
TELEPHONE: (202) 225-4385 TELEPHONE: {212) 663-3900

Fax: {202} 225-0816 PLEAse ResPOND Ta Orrice CHECKED Fax: {212) 6634277



JEFF MILLER

15T DisTRICT, FLORIDA

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
SUBCOMMITTEE ON TERRORISM,
UNCONVENTIONAL THREATS AND CAPABILITIES

Congress of the Enited States

—— W

WASHINGTON QFFICE:
2439 RAYBURN HousE OFFICE BUILDING
WaswngTon, DC 20515
(202} 2264136

DISTRICT OFFICES:
4300 Bavou BouLevarn
Sure 13

RANKING MEMBER f B nt t ihgg qu(gAcm,e_FLg‘;SOCi
80| 1
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE %ﬂuﬂt u epreﬁt a 248 5.W. MIRACLE STRIP PARKWAY
SUBCOMMITTEE ON : Sure 24
Ovmsf:; KA;; I:u.v:x;n‘ennlo«s Mmﬂmﬂ, Bc 2 0515 ForT W?ggrmégt 32548
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS' AFFAIRS : oll Frea: 1_::2;::::::
March 17, 2009
The Honorable William Lynn
Deputy Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Lynn,

I am writing to you regarding the need for an overpass on State Road (SR) 85 at
Eglin Air Force Base, near the 7th Special Forces Group (SFG) cantonment area. SR 85
is the only highway connecting southem Okaloosa County with northem Okaloosa
County. Today’s daily commute traffic is already at the top end of capacity. The Air
Force decision for beddown of the BRAC-mandated move of the 7th SFG results in
unacceptable degradation of traffic flow.

I have been advised that the Army, Air Force, SOCOM, and the 7 Special Forces
Group all have identified the need for this overpass. In addition, I am told that no Service
has programmed for this overpass in the Future Year’s Defense Plan (FYDP). This is
especially disappointing given that it will take emergency programming action if we are
to have any hope of completing this BRAC related requirement by the fall of 2011.

I’ve written the relevant officials in the Army, Air Force and SOCOM and I
hope that you are able to direct these officials to coordinate so that emergency
programming action for the SR 85 overpass is generated as soon as possible. As of now,
the Services cannot agree on a plan, and your involvement in this issue is necessary and
would be much appreciated.

With warm personal regards, I am,

Member of Congress

03325-09
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CHARLES B.'RANGEL

{5TH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

New York

COMMITTEE:

WAYS AND MEANS

JOINT COMMITTEE
ON TAXATION
CHAIRMAN

Congtess of the United States
PHouge of Repregentatibes

March 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

B, 1y s sl rsommeniaion of EET

for a political appointment in your Department. She has a

wealth of experierice in the Department of Defense. @) is most
interested in, and has a background that qualifies her highly for positions in the
areas of personnel policy, small business utilization, diversity management and
equal opportunity. |®© | combined Federal government and Political
Appointee career spans more than 20 years in the Department of Defense (DoD),
serving in Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Department of the Air Force
(resume enclosed).

I have known |®© since 1998 when she joined my Washington
Congressional office as a Brookings Institution Legislative Fellow through a
highly competitive program while employed in DoD, Office of thg Under
Secretary. of Defense (Personnel and Readiness). At that time she served as Equal
Employment Manager, Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Equal Opportunity). Upon leaving my office she returned to the Department as a
political appointee, serving as Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for
Civilian and Military Equal Opportunity.

As you can see, m has had a long and distinguished career. Her
professional credentials and  experience "in the ‘Department’ of “Defense,
specifically, Office of the Under’ Secretary of Defense for Personnel and

- Readiness, and Office of the Secretary of the Air Force, supports and ensures that

WasHINGTON OFFICE

she could hit the ground running, immediately assuming’ unportant and critical
dutles w1thm the Department o

) OSD 03333-09 C
2354 Raveurn House Orrice BuiLoing ) ! a 163 WesT 1257 STREET

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-3215

TELEPHONE: (202) 2264365

Fax: (202) 2250816

GEORGE A. DALLEY
CHIEF OF ETAFF

JAMES E. CAPEL
DISTRICT DIRECTOR

RNy 0Q B

Mew York, NY 10027

TeLEPHONE: (212} 663-3900

PLEasE ResponD Ta OFFICE CHECKED Fax: (212} 6634277
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Bonorable Robert M. Gates

Secretary of Defense

March 13, 2009

Page 2

I cannot speak highly enough of She has been at times advisor and

coordinator of The Charles B. Rangel International Affairs Program, mow
institutionalized in the State Department. As a result of her work currently 30
Fellows are now assigned as Foreign Service Officers to U.S. Embassies aroqnd
the world, and will soon be joined by another 30 Fellows who are completing
their graduate school studies, and in the pipeline for service in the diplomatic

corps.

It is[®© record that makes me so confident of the great job she has
done for your Department and would do again, upon returning to the Department
of Defense. I've personally seen her in action. Nothing would make me more
proud than to see her serve again as a conmbutmg member of your DoD team.

Enclosure:
Resume

ce: “Don Gips
Assistant to the President
& Director of Presidential Personnel
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DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIHO ADDRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADD

Congress of the Wnited DStates

Aouse of Representatioes

Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, PE 20515-6015

March 20, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK A. WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, IDWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, LLINGIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETQ

TELEPHONE:
1202} 226-2771

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In accordance with the provisions of Section 202(b), Public Law 601, 79% Congress (codified at
2U.S.C. §72 a (b)), this Staff has been directed by the Committee on Appropriations to make an
inquiry of the Department of Defense to determine if the Antideficiency Act was violated when it
requested funds within the Army.

!’leage designate an appropriate point of contact to arrange for obtaining the data pertinent to this
inquiry and notify my office by telephone within five business days of the receipt of this lefter. If
there are any questions regarding this matter, I can be contacted on (202) 225-3881.

. -

I 5;:?;%/1/ )ﬂ-«u{m‘-/&r

David M. Pomerantz

Director

Surveys and Investigations Staff
House Committee on Appropriations

cc - Comptroller of the Department of Defense
cc - Secretary of the Army
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IKE SKELTON, MISSOURI, CHAIRMAN
JOHN SPRATT, SOUTH CAROLINA
SOLOMON P. ORTIZ, TEXAS

GENE TAYLOR, MISSISSIPPI

NEIL ABEACROMBIE, HAWAN
MARTY MEEHAN, MASSACHUSETTS
SILVESTRE REYES, TEXAS

VIC SNYDER, ARKANSAS

ADAM SMITH, WASHINGTON
LOAETTA SANCHEZ. CALIFORNIA
MIKE McINTYRE, NORTH CAROLINA
ELLEN Q. TAUSCHER, CALIFORNIA
ROBERT A, BRADY, PENNSYLVANIA
ROBERT ANDREWS, NEW JERSEY
SUSAN A. DAVIS, CALIFORNIA

RICK LARSEN, WASHINGTON

JIM COOPER, TENNESSEE

JIM MARSHALL, GEQRGIA

U.S. Bouse of Representatives
Washington, BE 20515-6035

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

MADELEINE Z, BORDALLO, GUAM
MARK E. UDALL. COLORADO

DAN BOREN, OKLAHOMA

BRAD ELLSWORTH, INDIANA

NANCY BOYDA, KANSAS

PATRICK J. MURPHY, PENNSYLVANIA
HANK JOMNSON, GEORGIA

CAROL SHEA-PORTER, NEW HAMPSHIRE
JOE COURTNEY, CONNECTICUT
DAVID LOEBSACK, KOWA

KIRSTEN E. GILLIBRAND, NEW YORK
JOE SESTAK, PENNSYLVANIA
GABRIELLE GIFFORDS, ARIZONA
ELWAH E. CUMMINGS, MARYLAND
KENDAICK B. MEEK, FLORIDA

KATHY CASTOR, FLORIDA

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

March 25, 2009

Dear Secretary Gates:

HOUSE COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVIGES

DUNGAN HUNTER, CALIFORNIA
JiM SAXTON, NEW JERSEY

JOHN M. McHUGH, NEW YORK

TERRY EVERETT, ALABAMA

ROSCOE G. BARTLETT, MARYLAND
HOWARD P. "BUCK” MeKEON, CALIFORNIA
MAC THORNBERRY, TEXAS

WALTER B. JONES, NORTH CAROLINA
ROBIN HAYES, NORTH CAROLINA

KEN CALVERT, CAUFORNIA

JO ANN DAVIS, VIRGINIA

W.TODD AKIN, MISSOURI

J. RANDY FORBES, VIRGINIA

JEFF MILLER, FLORIDA

JOE WALSON, SOUTH CARGLINA

FRANK A. LoBIONDO, NEW JERSEY

TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

ROB BISHOP, UTAH

MICHAEL TUANER, OHIO

JOHN KLINE, MINNESCTA

CANDICE 5. MILLER, MICHIGAN

PHIL GINGREY, GEORGIA

MIKE ROGERS, ALABAMA

TRENT FRANKS, ARIZONA

THELMA, DRAKE, VIRGINIA )
CATHY MoMORRIS AODGERS, WASHINGTON
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, TEXAS

GEOFF DAVIS, KENTUCKY

ERIN C. CONATON, STAFF OIRECTOR

You are invited to designate a witness or witnesses to testify befora the House Armed
Services Committee on Measuring Value and Efficiency: How t0.Assess the Performance of the
Defense Acquisition System on Wednesday, April 1, 2009 at 7 30 AM in room 2212 Rayburn

House Office Building. i

Committee Rule 13 provides that witness statements must be delivered to the committee
at least 48 hours in advance of the hearing to facilitate distribution to the merhbers. Therefore, it

is requested that 120 copies of your prepared statement be delivered to room 2

120 Rayburn

House Office Building by the moming of Monday, March 30, 2009. In addition, consistent with
the House rules requirement to make materials from hearings electronically available to the
general public, Committee Rule 13 requires that witness statements be provided to the committee
in electronic form. This request may be satisfied by a transmittal via e-mail to Alicia Haley at

alicia.haley@mail.house.gov.

[ appreciate your willingness to designate a witness or witnesses tmadpear before the
committee and look forward to your department’s testimony. Should you have any questions,

please contact Andrew Hunter on the committee staff at (202) 225-6703 or atl

Andrew.Hunter(@mail.house.gov. .

Very truly yours,

Lol A

ROBERT ANDREWS
Chairman

IS:cd !
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ERIC J.J. MASSA, NEW YORK Mal’ch 26, 2009 ’ :

BOB8Y BRIGHT, ALABAMA

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

Since the Eisenhower Administration, it has been the policy of the gpvernment that it
should not compete with its citizens. That policy is outlined in the Office of Management and
Budget Circular A-76, which governs all public-private competitions to potentially outsource
work to the private sector. Originally, the A-76 process was intended to be nsed as a tool to
determine the most competitive and efficient source for performing “commercial” work — either
in the public or private sector. However, it became almost a mandate in recent years for pushing
more and more work into the private sector, even work that is closely associated with inherently
governmental functions, in order to meet arbitrary competition goals.

The House Armed Services Committee has taken several steps to mitigate the undue
burdens on the Department of Defense. In response to a congressional mandate, the Department
of Defense Inspector General reviewed the military services’ A-76 programs. -In its interim
report (April 22, 2008) the DOD Inspector General noted that:

* The Army is undergoing many efforts that impact competitive sourcing
planning, such as Base Realignment and closure, growing the Army, and the
war.

* The Air Force feels “pressure in the budget to conduct” privatization studies.

These findings were reaffirmed in the final report of December 15, 2008.

Furthermore, The Fiscal Year 2009 Omnibus Appropriations Act includes a one year
government-wide moratorium (section 737) on beginning or announcing any A-76 studies.

Many of the Department’s A-76 studies have dragged on far beyond the time limits
authorized in the 2003 revised Circular A-76, as well as those imposed by statute. This creates
an unfair strain on the federal employees whose jobs are being competed, as well as the
contractors who have submitted bids for the work. In many cases, an individual service has
requested a cancellation — either because the installation is seeking an alternative approach or
because the original study was not appropriate — only to be denied by the Department.

I
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Secretary Gates
March 26, 2009
Page 2

We are aware that the Deputy Undersecretary of Defense (Installations and Environment)
in a letter to many members of Congress, reaffirmed the competitive sourcing policy that was set
in place by the 2001 President’s Management Agenda; this is the same official who advocated so
strongly for competitive sourcing within the Department during the Bush Administration.

In light of the President’s memo (dated March 4, 2009), as well as concerns raised by the
military services, we urge you to immediately halt any pending A-76 studies as well as the
initiation or announcement of any A-76 study, and to rescind the 2008 competitive sourcing
policy memo. This will allow the Administration and Congress time to conduct a comprehensive
review of the Department’s A-76 program and to determine the best course for moving forward
with a sound competitive sourcing policy.

We request a prompt response to this letter.

Sincerely,
IKE SKELTON ! SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

Chairman Chairman
House Armed Services Committee Readiness Subcommittee
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March 18, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Ms. Jennifer Stewart, Senior Policy Advisor to the
Republican Leader, to travel with Senate Codel Kyl to Israel, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and
Turkey during the approximate period of April 4-13, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to
address issues of terrorism, defense, and national security.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Navy escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure of
funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your prompt attention to this matter.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI
Speaker

cc:  The Honorable Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YORK ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT TOM LATHAM, 10OWA

JAMES P, MORAN, VIRGINIA ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS JO AN EMERSON, MISSOURI

3 KAY GRANGER, TEXAS
SOPASTOR ANZONA Fouse of Representatioes KRY GRANGER TEXAS

CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS . .. JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON. TEXAS
. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAN MASK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINGI

PATHCK., KENNEDY,MoDE v Committee on Appropriations e STEVEN K LLINO

LUCILLE ROVBAL ALLARD, CALIFGANIA . DENNIS R REHERG, MONTANA

FARR, CALIFORNIA m h B E o . .

%SM seTJAgxson_ JR., ILLINOIS as l“g tu“ » 205] 5 00] 5 RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA

CAROLYN €. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN KEN CALVERT, CALIFGRNIA

ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA JO BONNER, ALABAMA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA STEVEN . LATOURETTE oHIo

STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY KLUAH

SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.. GEORAGIA March 19, 2009

MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE. CALIFORNIA CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR

ADAN SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVEALY PHETO

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA .

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEPHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK 202 225-2771

TIM RYAN. CHIO

C.A. "DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTUCKY

OEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODAIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T, SALAZAR, COLORADO

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Ken Calvert and Ms. Jennifer
Miller, Mr. Jeff Shockey and Mr. Tom McLemore, professional staff members of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel on official business to Stuttgart, Wiesbaden and
Frankfurt, Germany and Vienna, Austria during the approximate time period of Apri! 4-
10, 2009. The purpose of this trip is to review matters relating to classified programs and
counter-terrorism operations and activities.

Necessary expenses and other authorized costs in connection with this travel shall

be paid from appropriations available for examination of estimates in the field under
authority 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial transportation.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman
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March 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter will authorize Dr. Kay King, Director of the Office of
Interpatliamentary Affairs, to join the Committee on Foreign Affairs Codel Berman to
India, Pakistan, Cyprus, and Italy during the approximate period of April 13-21, 2009.
The purpose of the trip is to engage dialogue with Pakistani and Indian officials regarding
counter-terrorism, foreign assistance, and nuclear cooperation.

It would be appreciated if the Department of Defense would furnish such
assistance as is necessary, including ground transportation, to facilitate this mission, as
well as Air Force escort and military air transportation. Authorization for the expenditure
of funds for the actual and necessary expenses should be made pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1108(g).

Thank you in advance for your p"i'ompt' attention to this matter.

. Sincerely,

! ,;N):::‘IOSI
Speaker of the House

cc:  The Honorable Lorrainé C. Miller, Clerk
U.S. House of Representatives
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. OICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, DHIO

PETER .. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOMN W. DLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED FASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PAICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHEY EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROVBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

Congress of the Wnited Dtates

Rovse of Representatioes
Committee on Appropriations
Aashington, DE 20515-6015

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNIA.
€. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HARCLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

AODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHRT, KANSAS

2ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, ICWA

AOBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON, IDAHD
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KRK, LLINQIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
OENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
CAROLYN C. KILPATHICK, MICHIGAN KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA
ALLEN BQYD, FLORIDA JO BONNER, ALABAMA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOF, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS.

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, CHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

BARRARA LEE, CALIFGRNIA March 24, 2009 CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA BEVERLY PHETO
MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA .

BETTY McCOLLUM, MINNESOTA TELEFHONE:

STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK {202) 226-2771

TiM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDOLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
C!IRD RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLGRADO

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to Christopher White and Linda Pagelsen, staff members
of the Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of March 31 -
April 1, 2009, to Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. The purpose of this trip is to condutt intelligence
oversight on classified programs.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109 per day, or the rate specified for High Cost
Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized costs, shall be

paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C. 1108(g)) for
examination of estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in making

whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted via
automobile.

Sincerely,

O

David R. Obey
Chairman
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Mar. 30. 2009 4:30PM No. 0861

Congress of th

¢ Tnited States
Bouge of Wepregentatibes
TWashingten, BEL 20515
Macch 30, 2009

The Honorable Robert C. Gates The Honorable Eric K. Shinseki
Secretary of Defense Secretary of Veterans Affairs
1000 Defense Pentagon 810 Vermont Ave NW
Washington, DC 20301 Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki:

The establishment of a Vision Center of Bxcellence (VCE) for the prevention, diagnosis,
mitigation, treatment, and rehabilitation of military eye injuries was authorized hy the
FY2008 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) (PL100-181 Section 1623). This
legislation established the VCE as a joint Department of Defense (DoD) and Department
of Veterans Affairs (VA) program to improve the care of American military personnel
and veterans affected by combat eye trauma and to aid those suffering from vision loss
and vision anomalies,

Despite the legislative mandate, bureaucratic problems have hindered any significant
progress toward the establishment of the VCE. A Director for the VCE, Colonel Donald
Gagliano, and a VA Deputy Director of VCE, Dr. Claude Cowan, were belatedly
appointed as recently as November 2008. Currently, these two officials are working with
virtually no office space, few resources, limited staffing, no organizational charter, and
inadequate funding, : :

According to the initial DoD/VA estimates, approximately $5 million is needed to
establish the VCE. According to March 17, 2009 testimony to the House Veterans
Affairs Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, only $3 million had been
identified by DoD for the VCE in FY2009. To date, only $7,000 has been spent on the
VCE by DoD since November 2008.

There is an ever increasing prevalence of combat eye trauma and TBI visual dysfunction
among service members, as well as increasing numbers of battle wounded who have

penetrating direct eye trauma and/or TBI-related visual complications. Review of DoD

medical diagnostic reports demonstrates that approximately 4,970 Operation Iraqi »
Free‘d«?m and Operation Enduring Freedom servicemembers wete diagnosed with direct
cye injuries between September 2001 and October 2008. Data from the Defense
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Mar. 30. 2009 4:30PM | - No.0861 P

Veterans Brain Injury Center estimates that 70% of ail TBI wounded servicemembers
screencd at Walter Reed Army Medical Center reported visnal complaints,

* The prompt implementation of the VCE would allow our visizally impaired wounded

warriors 1o receive coordinated specialized treatment and rehabilitation specifically -
tailored to traumatic injury to the eye and visnal nervoys system. We therefore
respectfully request that both DoD and VA address this as a priotity issue as soon s
possible.

This requires a concentrated effort by the DoD and VA to get the VCE on track. Most
immediately, the DoD and VA must provide the $5 million in fimding for the remainder
of FY2009. Furthermore, the DoD and VA must oversee approval of the organizational
structure and charter for the VCE and provide the appropriats staffing, joint office space,
and resources to begin full mplementanon of VCE operations,

The establishment of the VCE is an unparalleled oppartunity to dramatically improve eye
care services for our nation’s servicemembers and veterans. Thank you for your attention
1o this important matter, We look forward to working with you in the future in support of
our wounded servicemembers and veterans,

Sincerely, .
échaelH Michaud : : ¥Boozmau g
" Member of Congress . - Member of Congress :

Hearry T

Tim
Member of Congress

Member of Congress

Member of Congresé

Member of Congress

3



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHAIRMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NORMAN D. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN 8. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, OHIC

PETER J VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANG, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DeELAURD. CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE. NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINOIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYO. FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH. PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD . BISHOP, JR,, GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORMIA

MICHAEL HONDA, CALIFORNIA

BETTY MECOLLUM, MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TIM RYAN, OHIO

C.A. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
8EN CHANDLER. KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Nnited Dtates

Rouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, P 20515-6015

March 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNLA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGHIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA
RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD VIAHRT, KANSAS

ZAGCH WARMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, HOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOURI
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K, SIMPSGN, IDARO
JOHN ABMEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILUNOIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R, REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R. CARTER, TEXAS
RODNEY ALEXANDER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNIA

JO BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, OHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
(202) 225-2171

Authorization is hereby granted to Representative Steve Israel, member of the
Committee on Appropriations, to travel during the approximate time period of April 6,
e 2009 to Fort Bragg, MNorth Carolina. The purpose of this trip is to meet with Fort Bragg
leadership to discuss wounded warrior care, suicide prevention, and mental health care.

Per diem expenses of not to exceed $109.00 per day, or the rate specified for High
Cost Geographical Areas, whichever is higher, plus transportation and other authorized
costs, shall be paid from appropriations available under Public Law 83-207 (31 U.S.C.
1108(g)) for examination of appropriations estimates in the field.

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making whatever arrangements are necessary for this travel. The travel will be conducted
via commercial and/or military aircraft.

Sincerely,

O

Dave Obey
Chairman
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DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHaiRmMAN
JOHN P. MURTHA, PENNSYLVANIA
NOAMAN 0. DICKS, WASHINGTON
ALAN B. MOLLOHAN, WEST VIRGINIA
MARCY KAPTUR, QHIQ

PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INDIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURQ, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W._ OLVER, MASSACHUSETTS
ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVID E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK .. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCILLE ROVBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARR, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JR., ILLINCIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JA., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS
BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
MICHAELC HONOA. CALIFORNIA
BETTY MCCOLLUM. MINNESOTA
STEVE ISRAEL, NEW YORK

TM RYAN, OHIO

Congress of the Wnited States

Roose of Representatives

Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, BE 20515-6015

March 25, 2009

JERRY LEWAS, CALIFORNIA

C. W. 8ILL YOUNG, FLORIOA
HAROLD ROGERS, KENTULKY
FRANK R. WOLF, VIRGINIA
JACK KINGSTON, GEORGIA

RODNEY P. FRELINGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY

TODD TIAHAT, KANSAS

ZACH WAMP, TENNESSEE

TOM LATHAM, |IOWA

ROBERT B. ADERHOLT, ALABAMA
JO ANN EMERSON, MISSOUR}
KAY GRANGER, TEXAS

MICHAEL K. SIMPSON. IDAHO
JOHN ABNEY CULBERSON, TEXAS
MARK STEVEN KIRK, ILLINCIS
ANDER CRENSHAW, FLORIDA
DENNIS R. REHBERG, MONTANA
JOHN R, CARTER, TEXAS

RODNEY ALEXANCER, LOUISIANA
KEN CALVERT, CALIFORNA

JQ BONNER, ALABAMA

STEVEN C. LATOURETTE, DHIO
TOM COLE, OKLAHOMA

CLERK AND STAFF DIRECTOR
BEVERLY PHETO

TELEPHONE:
{202) 225-2T1

CA. “DUTCH” RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CHANDLER, KENTLICKY

DEBBE WASSEAMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRQ RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:
Reference is made to my letter dated March 11, 2009, granting authorization to the

Honorable Ed Pastor and other Members of the Committee on Appropriations to travel to Brazil
en Apri] 3-10, 2009,

.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize spouses to accompany Members for
reasons of protocol at no additional expense to the government.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

David R. Obey
Chairman



DAVID R. OBEY, WISCONSIN, CHarman
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NORMAN D. DICXS, WASHINGTON
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PETER J. VISCLOSKY, INOIANA

NITA M. LOWEY, NEW YORK

JOSE E. SERRANO, NEW YORK

ROSA L. DELAURO, CONNECTICUT
JAMES P. MORAN, VIRGINIA

JOHN W. OLVEA, MASSACHUSETTS

ED PASTOR, ARIZONA

DAVIO E. PRICE, NORTH CAROLINA
CHET EDWARDS, TEXAS

PATRICK J. KENNEDY, RHODE ISLAND
MAURICE D. HINCHEY, NEW YORK
LUCKLE ROYBAL-ALLARD, CALIFORNIA
SAM FARH, CALIFORNIA

JESSE L. JACKSON, JA., ILLINODIS
CAROLYN C. KILPATRICK, MICHIGAN
ALLEN BOYD, FLORIDA

CHAKA FATTAH, PENNSYLVANIA
STEVEN R. ROTHMAN, NEW JERSEY
SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR., GEORGIA
MARION BERRY, ARKANSAS

BARBARA LEE, CALIFORNIA

ADAM SCHIFF, CALIFORNIA
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C.A. "DUTCH" RUPPERSBERGER, MARYLAND
BEN CRANDLER, KENTUCKY

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, FLORIDA
CIRO RODRIGUEZ, TEXAS

LINCOLN DAVIS, TENNESSEE

JOHN T. SALAZAR, COLORADO

Congress of the Wnited States

Aouse of Representatives
Committee on Appropriations
AWashington, DE 20515-6015

March 26, 2009

JERRY LEWIS, CALIFORNLA

C. W. BILL YOUNG, FLORIDA

HAROLD ROGERS, KENTUCKY

FRANK R, WOLF, VIRGINIA

JACK KINGSTON, GEDRGIA

AODNEY P, FREUNGHUYSEN, NEW JERSEY
TODD TIAHRT. KANSAS
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TELEPHONE:
{202) 226-2771

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I make reference to my letter dated March 5, 2009, authorizing a delegation led by
the Honorable Nita Lowey, to travel to Egypt Jordan, Israel, and Ireland during the
approximate time period of April 13-19™, 2009.

The purpose of this addendum letter is to authorize the Honorable Steven
Rothman, a Member of the Commitiee, as well as Nisha Desai-Biswal, Anne Marie
Chotvacs, Kirstin Brost, and Alex Gillen, staff on the Committee, to travel with the

delegation,

It will be appreciated if you will have personnel from the Department assist in
making necessary arrangements for this travel. The travel may be conducted via
commercial and military aircraft.

Thank you for assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

(/2

David R. Obey
Chairman
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MASORITY MEMEERS:
GEORGE MILLER, CALIFORNIA, Ghairman

DALE E. KILOEE, MICHIGAN, Vica Chaisnen
DONALD M. FAYNE, NEW JERSEY

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
2181 RAYBURN HOUSE GFFICE BUILDING

WASHINGTON, DC 20515-6100

March 31, 2009

VIA FACSIMILE - 703-695-1219
The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1300

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Authorization is hereby granted to the Honorable Mazie K. Hirono to travel on a Congressional Delegation
(CODEL) issued by the Committee on Foreign Affairs, led by Congressman Russ Carnahan to Egypt,
Ethiopia, Cyprus and Lebanon on April 2-11, 2009. The purpose of the trip is to participate in the Inter-
Parliamentary Union’s (IPU) 120" session in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. The IPU’s work focusing on human
rights including ILO labor rights for organizing and collective bargaining and women’s issues including
non-discrimination in employment and equal work. And the IPU mobilizes parliamentary action on a wide
range of global issues, including HIV/AIDS, migration, and development cooperation.

It is requested that the Department of Defense to fumnish such assistance, including transportation, as may be‘
required to facilitate this trip. The expenditure of funds for payment and actual expenses and transportation is
authorized pursuant to Title 31 U.S.C. 1108(g). Travel will be conducted by military and/or commercial aircraft up
to business class, including foreign flag carriérs when U.S. carriers are not available. The CODEL requests the
U.S. Air Force liaison support to this Delegation. :

If you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact David Beraka, Foreign Affairs Committee, at 202-
226-3328. Thank you for your assistance in this matter,

ly,

GE
Chairman
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Congress of the United States
TWashington, BE 20515

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-4000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We strongly support moving forward with a pending tule addressing TRICARE reimbursement
rates to hospitals serving military servicemen and women in rural areas, and we encourage Fhe
Department of Defense to once again take up consideration of this matter as soon as possible.

We have a strong interest in maintaining access to the highest quality health care for active military
petsonnel, veterans, and their dependants. This is especially important for those who require access
to care in rural areas. While TRICARE payment policies generally follow Medicare payment
formulas, TRICARE reimbursements to Medicare Critical Access Hospitals (CAHs) have been
historically lower than those of Medicare and Medicaid, in some cases nearly 20 percent lower.
Critical Access Hospitals serve rural areas across the country, and this payment disparity is hindering
their ability to continue providing care to their patients.

A 2008 daft rule promulgated by the Department of Défense would increase TRICARE _
reimbursements to CAHs so that they are on par with current Medicare reimbursement rates. This
change would bring relief to all Critical Access Hoépitals, and particularly those that setve a large
numbes of military personnel, veterans and their dépendents. Maintaining access to care in rutal
areas is of critical importance at a time when our servicemembers are returning home from Iraq and
Afghanistan. We also note, however, that the rule omits several critical aspects of Medicare’s
reimbursement policy for CAHs. We urge the Department of Defense to adopt Medicare’s exact
methodology for determining CAH reimbursement for inpatient and outpatient care, including an
exemption from the “lesser of costs or charges” principle and mechanisms to provide interim
payments and cost settlement.

The Critical Access Hospitals Proposed Rule on Reimbursement was published in the Federal
Register (Volume 73, Number 87) on May 5, 2008, and the public comment period closed on June 4,
2008, It is our undetstanding that the Department of Defense finalized the rule and sent it to Office
of Management and Budget in October, but that no further action has been taken. Ina
memorandum issued by White House Chief of Staff Rahm Emanuel on January 20, 2009, the heads
of Executive departments and agencies were instructed that: :

“no proposed ot firial regulation should be sent to the Office of the Fedezal Register (the |
“OFR?”) for publication unless and until it has been reviewed and approved by a department
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ot agency head appointed or designated by the President after noon on January 20, 2009, or
in the case of the Department of Defense, the Secretary of Defense.”

We tecognize that the new Administration has an interest in reviewing those proposed regulations
currently under consideration. However, we believe publishing the final Critical Access Hospitals
Rule on Reimbursement, with the critical modifications described above, is important to ensuring
the health of rural Americans. We ask the Department of Defense to act expeditiously to move this

rule forward.

We appreciate your consideration of this request.

L

Mike Simp'sson ‘
Member of Congress

1.8

arlie Wilson
Member of Congress

Rich Boucher

Member of Congress

Member of Congtess

Rick Larsen
Member of Congtess

LA

Don Young
Member of Congtress
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Member of Congress

‘Mac Thomberfy V%/
Member of Congr
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Jetry Moran
Member of Congress
/ ﬂ" / Z‘% ]
Walt Minnick Doc Hastings ¢
| Member of Congfess Member of Congress
Cathy McMorttis Rodgers_‘— Leonard Boswell '
Member of Congress Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable S. Ward Casscells, M.D., Assistant Secretaty of Defense for Health Affairs



Congress of the Tnited States
HBouse of Representatives
@ashington, BE 20515

March 23, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

We are greatly concerned by reports that the Airborne Laser (ABL) program is facing
severe budget cuts or even termination in the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget proposal. The
ABL is America’s premier directed energy effort and represents not only a tremendous
potential for our nation’s warfighters, but also for maintaining America’s technological
edge. Itis critical to the future of our national security capabilities. For these reasons,
we urgently request the ABL remain a robustly funded program.

According to the Missile Defense Agency, the ABL provides a unique capability “fo
detect, track, target, and destroy ballistic missiles shortly after launch during the boost-
phase. Its revolutionary use of directed energy makes it unique among the United States’
airborne weapon systems, with a potential to attack multiple targets at the speed of light
with a range of hundreds of kilometers.”

Our military warfighters agree that the ABL is essential for addressing many of the
challenges facing our nation. General B.B. Bell, the former Commander of the United
States Forces Korea, wrote in 2007, “...from a warfighter's perspective, the ABL will be
an important ingredient in our much needed and required layered missile defense

capability for the Korean Peninsula.” This is a legitimate capability our nation needs.

As you know, the Airborne Laser began during the Clinton administration in the face of
an increasing ballistic missile threat. Since that time, the proliferation of ballistic
missiles has only grown. Today, outside of Russia, China and our Western allies, there
are 3,000 ballistic missiles around the world, That number is continuing to grow every
year. As threats proliferate around the globe, the relevance and importance of the ABL as
the nation’s only fully designed boost-phase missile defense system will continue to
increase.
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The ABL is performing well and is scheduled to shoot down a boosting ballistic missile
by the end of the year. Should the ABL be severely under-funded or canceled, the
promise of speed-of-light and extreme precision in the hands of the warfighter will
disappear, as will the fragile industrial base that suppotts it. In short, we will have
wasted the resources that have been well invested since the Clinton administration.

Again, we respectfully request your support for the Airborne Laser program.

Sincerely,
| Norm Dicks | Todd Tiahrt |
Member of Congress Member of Congress
|
i Heinrich
MembLr of Congress Member of Congress
; ‘
| V. LM A '
Todd Akin Buck McKeon
Member of Congress Member of Congress
) <
Lo I

Kevin McCarthy
Member of Congress
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The Honorable Barack Obama
The White House
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. President:

As you are aware, recent news reports suggest that North Korea is imminently close to launching
a long-range Taepodong ballistic missile that could reach the United States. The commander of U.S.
forces in the Pacific recently testified before our committee, “We’re ready to defend U.S. territory, our
allies and our national interests if the president so directs.” However, it remains unclear whether the
administration has made any decision, based upon comments made by your Secretary of Defense this
weekend where he said the administration is, “not prepared to do anything about it.” We respectfully

encourage you to authorize our military commanders to employ our nation’s missile defense system,
should the United States or our allies be put at risk.

These reports suggest, and senior officials within your administration have confirmed, that North
Korea is loading a Taepodong rocket on its east coast launch pad. However, there is a great deal of
uncertainty as to the purpose of this launch. Last week, the Director of National Intelligence said,
“they’re trying to use the rationale of a legitimate space launch for a missile, which is in its foundation a
military missile.” Adding to this uncertainty, three of our nation’s top military commanders recently
testified before our colleagues in the Senate that they couldn't be sure whether North Korea plans to
launch a communications satellite or test an offensive missile.

The uncertainty surrounding this imminent launch is deeply disturbing considering the
Taepodong missile has the potential range to strike Okinawa, Guam, Alaska, and Hawaii. Equally
disturbing are reports that North Korea’s progress in ballistic missile technology is benefiting Iran, as
demonstrated in Tehran’s recent satellite launch last month. The only certain issue is that North Korea
continues to engage in miss<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>