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February 2, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 358, Ensuring Safe Facilities and Equipment
for American Troops Overseas Act, to ensure the safety of members of the United States
Armed Forces while using expeditionary facilities, infrastructure, and equipment
supporting United States military operations overseas. 1 am forwarding this legislation to
you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation. y

Singerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman
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Robert M. Gates
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Dear Secretary Gates:

RON WYDEN ' COMMITTEES:
ORBOON

I am writing to express my grave concern over the apparent widespread use of burn pits for waste
disposel throughout Iraq and Afghanistan. 1 have been informed by a oonstituent that his relative
serving in Afghanistan is experiencing health symptoms related to smoke exposure from & bumn pit that
neighbors his base. The unregulated presence of these sites has endangered the health and well-being of
American and allied soldiers as well as civilians, and will undoubtedly leave environmental scars in the
areas we currently occupy.

I believe the problems exhibited and widely reported at Balad are indicative of a much larger problem.
With approximately 11 million pounds of hazardous waste in Iraq alone, it is easily imaginable that
unregulated, unmonitored burn pits may be effecting 2 large percentage of e 2 i

deployed to Iraq and Afghanistan post-9/11. Air Force Lieutenant Colonel 2 a
surgeon previously deployed to Balad, stated that everyone at the base had a memo placed in their
medical files in fall 2007 noting they had been exposed to the burn pit’s fumes. I’m encouraged by this

acknowledgement of health risks essociated with burn pits, but belicve the Department of Defense must
do more.

I fear that little is being done to address the issue on a broad scale. The Military Times recently reported
that the burn pit in Balad is the only disposal site to be specifically tested, and the reports from my
constituents suggest that this problem is not isolated to one location. Soldiers that will be deployed in
these areas in the future, servicemembers that mey have separated from the service or others that have
returned home may be potentially affected by bum pits and should be provided with proper education,
heaith care, and resources as soon as possible.

1 believe that transparency in this issue will help alleviate the concerns of deployed personnel and the
American public. Thank you for your consideration of these requests and your concern for the health of
the brave men and women that serve our country. I look forward to working with you to resolve this
matter in the future.

Sincerely,

Ron Wyden é

United States Senator I
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United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 2, 2009
The Honorable Robert M. Gates Admiral Mike Mullen
Secretary of Defense Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
1000 Defense Pentagon ‘ 9999 The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000 Washington, DC 20318-9999

Dear Secretary Gates and Admiral Mullen:

We appreciate the directed focus you have brought to the National Guard and Reserves through
recent directives, personnel decisions, and other actions. In our September 26, 2008 letter, we
asked you to look at the issue of transparency and accountability in the purchase and distribution
of equipment for the National Guard and Reserves. We would appreciate an update on the
Department's efforts to resolve these challenges, which have prevented equipment slated for the
reserve components from actually entering Guard and Reserves inventories.

We have received a number of interim responses, including letters that referred our inquiry to the
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller) and, later, to the Under Secretary for Acquisition,
Technology and Logistics. We look forward to a more detailed response on how the Department
actually plans to account for the appropriated dollars provided for National Guard and Reserve
equipment.

Given its constitutional authority and paramount responsibility to the American people, Congress
has a deep interest in full financial transparency. Establishing a budget and execution plan that

' provides transparency and accountability of Guard and Reserve equipment funding is also a key
recommendation of the Commission on the National Guard and Reserves. We understand that
that the Departnient of Defense acknowledges the need for corrective action.

We would appreciate an update on the Department’s plans to ensure greater accountability for
National Guard and Reserve equipment. In particular, please advise on the status of evaluating
the viability of such proposals as delineating Guard and Reserve funding requests within the
Services’ annual procurement requests or Congress creating a s¢parate appropriation for National
Guard and Reserve equipment requirements.

Thank you again for recognizing the importance of this issue and working with the Congress
toward a sensible resolution.

Sincerely,

PATRICK LEAILY CHRISTOPHER S. BOND
Co-Chair Co-Chair

U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus U.S. Senate National Guard Caucus



The Honorable Robert Gates and Admiral Mike Mullea
Page -2
September 26, 2008

A strong and robustly equipped operational reserve force is what the American people expect
and deserve. We look forward to working with you to ensure we resolve this important issue.

Thank you very much for your personal attention to and support for the National Guard and
Reserve.

Sincercly,

‘ Vj o
‘Fm—éxm E%OPHER S. Boi TOM DAVIS GENE TA 3

U.S. Senator _U.S. Representative us. Representative
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The Honorable Rabert Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

1 am writing with regard to a November 21, 2008, letter to you that | co-signed with 56 other U.S.
Senators expressing our concems over the new TRICARE outpatient prospective payment system (OPPS)
rule. 1have not received a reply to that correspondence, but in accordance with the Obama
administration’s new Regulatory Review guidance, I request that you extend the final regulation’s
effective date by 60 days and reopen it for public comment.

The reliability and validity of the data used by the Department of Defense (DoD) and its
economic impact methodology have been challenged by health-care professionals. If a more effective
and extended transition is not adopted to implement the new rule, many of our TRICARE beneficiaries in
Virginia will experience a significant disruption in services.

In its final rule, the DeD estimated that TRICARE hospital outpatient revenue will decline py_
$598 million, or 25 percent, in the first year. This estimate is nearly seven times DoD’s original estimate
of $81 million as noted in the proposed rule. This discrepancy is not adequately explained in the final
rule. Qf note, the proposed rule’s estimated impact fell below the $100 million threshold necessary for
the rule 1o be deemed “economically significant.” Had the impact exceeded this threshold, a more
thorough analysis would have been required under the Congressional Review Act. Clearly, DoD's
revised estimate of the decline in hospital outpatient revenue shows that a thorough review is needed
before the new rule is implemented.

| recognize that DoD is required by law to make changes in the way TRICARE pays hospitals for
the outpatient care they provide to our military and that it must conform to Medicare “to the extent
practicable.” I strongly believe, however, that these changes should be implemented with & much more
effective transition. In [996, DoD implemented a 15 percent stop-loss transition for physicians to bring
TRICARE payments in line with Medicare payments. [ encourage DoD to consider an identical
transition for network hospitals. Cutting TRICARE hospital outpatient payments abruptly by 25 percent
is unreasonable and without precedent.

In light of these deficiencies, 1 strongly urge you to review the final regulation regarding
TRICARE payments for hospital outpatient services and re-open the rule-making process. Thank you for
your consideration of my views on this matter.

Sincerely,

ebb
gd States Senator

OSD 01221-09
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN S mcom WGE - CHAIRMAN
CALIFORNIA k- COMMITTEE ON THE JUDIGIARY

COMMITTEE ON RULES AND ADMINISTRATION

United States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504

hitp:/Aeinstein,senate.
February 4, 200
The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Secretary Gates:

Recently, it has come to my attention that there are allegations of Bush
Administration political appointees who have been improperly converted to career positions
within the Department of Defense. Specifically, that two political positions were converted
to career positions within the DOD’s Office of Detainee Affairs, and that Bush
Administration political appointees within that office assumed those career positions.

Allegations of improper “burrowing” of political appointees to career positions are
concerning to me. This is especially disconcerting within the Office of Detainee Affairs due
to the nature of the policy recommendations that office provides regarding Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. President Obama has decisively set 2 new course on detainee policy by issuing the
executive order to close the Guantanamo Bay detention facility.

Accordingly, I ask that you immediately review the circumstances behind the
conversion of these positions and the hiring of any former Bush Administration appointees as
career or temporary officials within the Office of Detainee Affairs. I would like to know
whether Bush Administration appointees were converted to career or temporary
appointments in that office. If this has occurred, when were these appointments made, and
were they done pursuant to a competitive and publicly open hiring process subject to alt
applicable Office of Personnel Management regulations? Finally, if improper burrowing of
political appointees has happened within the Office of Detainee Affairs, how and when will
this will be corrected?

I appreciate your attention to this matter, and I look forward to your prompt response.

Sincerely Yours,

Dianne Feinstein
United States Senator
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The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 20301-1600
Dear Secretary Gates:

Thank you for:your letter of January 27, régarding the Departmeiit’s use of
retired military officers as “surrogates” to make the former Admiinistration’s-case
inthe media, As you indicate in'your Ietter, the Inspector General found no
improperor illegal activities-on the part of the Departmesit’s Public Affairs
personnel and concluded:that information briefings provided to fetired military
officers did not violate legal prohibitions against the.use of appropriated. funds for

publicity or propaganda purposes.

However, the Inspector General also found that the Department excluded a
retited General from further participation i the program because of his comments
critical of the conduct of the Irag war. The report alse confirms that a senior DOD
Public. Affazrs official sent an e-mail urging the Department to-cultivate a core

group of “reliably friendly” retired military analysts “that we can.count on to earty
‘our water.” I do'not think it shou!d be: acceptabl‘e for DOD officialsto cut off

outside commentators who express critical opinions, or to Use:aceess to
information to reward political allies in the press. If this conduet is riot illegal or
impraper under existing law. or regulations, I believe that those laws-and
regulations need to be changed. I would appieciate if you would review the
applicable laws and regulations and get back to.me with your views:

“Also, while the report finds insufficient evidence to detérmine that any

confractor received @ competitive-advantage as & result of its ties to retired military

dnalysts, the report fails to assess whether the retired military analysts themselves

.obtained financial benefits from contractors-as-a resnlt of their- favorable access.to

DOD:information and officials. The repott also concludes that it ‘was approprxate
for the Department to employ a contracter to ensure that the commentary of retired

) OSD 012
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military analysts “reflected accurate information.” However, the purpose of the
contract, as detailed in the report, was not to determine whether the commentary
was “accurate”, but rather whether it was favorable —i.e., to determine “how
coverage reflects or fails to reflect DoD stated policies or views (as expressed by
its spokespeople and other representatives).” The repott fails to assess whether it
was appropriate to hire an outside contractor to determine which analysts were
most supportive of Administration views.

_I'would appreciate if you would task the Inspector General to conduct an
additional review and analysis to address these issues.

Thank you for your attention to this impoftant matter.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman
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February 2, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Joseph I. Lieberman plans to travel to Saudi Arabia, Egypt and
Israel during the period February 14-22, 2009, Senator Lieberman will be accompanied
by Vance Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, his personal staffers designated to the Senate
Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would aiso be appreciated if the Department of the
Army could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

incerely,

Levin
Chairman

0oSD {uﬁs_ .09

SRR AR AR



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

- -
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA

JOSEPH | LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII

8ILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSQURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

JOHN McCAIN. ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSICNS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER f. WICKER, MISSISSIPP(
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

Mnited Dtates Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
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February 2, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On January 21, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans to Germany
and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph . Licberman and his staff during the period February
3-8,2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously indicated, Senators
Joseph 1. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation to the annual
Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany.

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military
aircraft with CODEL LIEBERMAN individuals not belonging to Congress or its staff, but who
are part of the United States’ delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S.
Government on & cost-reimbursable basis. A list of these individuals is attached to this letter.

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference.

Enclosure

SD 01261-09
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Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 3, 2009

On January 21 and February 2, 2009, I wrote regarding the upcoming foreign travel plans
to Germany and Bosnia-Herzegovina for Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff during the
period February 5-8, 2009. This letter is to request your further assistance. As previously
indicated, Senators Joseph I. Lieberman and John McCain will co-lead the American delegation
to the annual Munich Security Conference in Munich, Germany.

On behalf of Senator Lieberman, I also request that you authorize travel on military
aircraft with CODEL LIEBERMAN the following 2 individuals who are also part of the United
States’ delegation and who would travel at no additional cost to the U.S. Government on a

cost-reimbursable basis:

Max Boot

Bob Woodward

Thank you for your continued assistance in support of this conference.

Si ly,
Cafl Levin
Chairman

OSD 01262-0
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RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTDR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 5, 2009

This letter is in further regard to my letter of February 2, 2009 concerning the
travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance Serchuck and
Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22.

Please be advised that Senator Lieberman has added Jordan (from February 18-19)

to his itinerary.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.

Sincerely

Carl Levin
Chairman

OSD 01434-09
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February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is in further regard to my letters of February 2, 3 and 5, 2009
concerning the travel plans of Senator Joseph I. Lieberman and his staff members, Vance
Serchuck and Christopher Griffin, during the period February 14-22, 2009.

Please be advised that Senator Licberman will now be returning on February 23
vice February 22. In addition, Mrs. Hadassah Lieberman will now be accompanying the
Senator for protocol purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. In addition,
Senator Lieberman, Mrs. Lieberman and Senator Lieberman’s two staff members, Vance
Serchuk and Christopher Griffin, will now be traveling from Egypt to Israel via military
air because no commercial flights are available.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this
travel.

Singerely,

C ev
Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED. RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K- AKAKA, RAWA(

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

€, BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADRO

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARX BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, iLLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINUSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI
RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 4, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for the following Committee on Armed Services

staff members to travel via government vehicle to Charlottesville, Virginia from February
19-20, 2009;

Richard D. DeBobes, Staff Director
Pable E. Carrillo, Minority nvestigative Counsel
Tiona R. Cohen, Counsel
Madelyn R. Creedon, Counsel
Jonathan D. Clark, Counsel
Gabriella Eisen, Counsel
Mark R, Jacobson, Professional Staff Member
Gary Leeling, Counsel
Peter K. Levine, General Counsel
William G.P. Monahan, Counsel
David M. Morriss, Minority Counsel
Russell L. Shaffer, Counsel
Richard F. Walsh, Minority Counsel

The purpose of their trip will be to attend the 2009 Congressional Staff Legal
Orientation Course at the U.S. Army Judge Advocate Legal Center and School. It is
requested that the Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sigoerely,

Levi
Chairman

OSD 0140—09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EOWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROGERT €. YD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXEY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AXAXA, HAWAN LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA -

BILL NELSON, RLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTHDAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA nl

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA N RAOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICNARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MoCASKILL MISSOURS DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NOATH CAROLINA : WASHINGTON, DC 20510~-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINCIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, SYAR DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 4, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 370, to prohibit the use of funds to transfer
detainees of the United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to any facility in
the United States or to construct any facility for such detainees in the United States, and
for other purposes. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
Sﬂcerely,
Carl Levin
Chairman
Enclosures

OSD 0144109 |
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RICHARD 3. BUAE, NORTY DAL A,

DANIEL % AKAKA, HAWAZ, Bumn. e
XM 0. FOCKEFRLLER v WEST VIRGINIA ARLEN SPECTER, FENNSYLVANA
PATTY MURRAY, WASHINGTON SCHHNY IBAXSON, GEORGIA

RS, ROGER £, WICKER, MWH
BHERACD BROWN, OWIC SUKE JOHANNS, NEBRAS!

EEE. Wnited States Denate

LINDSEY 3. GRAMAR, SOUTH EARGLINA

LUFE WISSEL.
REFUBLIGAN STAPF MECTBR

WRLIAMCE. BREW. STAST DIRECTOR COMMITIEE ON VETERANS® AFFAIRE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defénse Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Honorable Eric K. Shinseki
Secretary of Veterans Affuirs
810 Vermont Ave.
‘Washington, DC 20420

Dear Secretary Gates and Secretary Shinseki,

We are writing to request that you convene the DoD/VA Senior Oversight Commitiee
(80C), because we are very concérned about the recent reports of increased suicides among
active duty servicemembers, Between 1995 and 2007, there have been over 2,200 suicides
among active duty servicemembers.

Such loss is unacceptable if there is any measure that can be taken to reduce it. We
request that you meet as soon as possible to ensure thiat both the resotirces of the Department of
Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs are brought to bear on this problem. The SOC
should move immediately fo determine whither deficieacies exist in the way poténtial military
personnel are screened, or in the-diagnosis or treatitient of active duty servicemembers who are
suffering from psychological problems.

We believe that convening the SOC to look specifically at suicide prevention is a first
and necessary step in-a coordinated effort.

Sincerely,
Daniel K, Akeka Richard M. Burr
Chairman ' Rariking Mémber



COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS %“it[ﬂ %tﬂt[ﬁ 5 m at[ COMMTAEE)Q,NA’:I%AI"-E::S%SQATION'

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY

AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Senator Tom Coburn, MD COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
—_—_— Russell Senate Office Building, Room 172 __—wmc .
SUBCOMMITTEE ounég:el:gy FE::::ZAL MANAGEMENT, Washington, DC 20510-3604 SUBDomm;r‘TN%E 1'?:; I-Li:xm RiGHTS

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND Phone: 202-224-5754

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY Fax: 202-224-6008

February 13, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates

Secretary of Defense

1300 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310-1300
Secretary Gates,

I am writing to you in regards to the TRICARE Management Activity (TMA) Program
Integrity (PI) Office, which is responsible for all anti-fraud activities worldwide for the Defense
Health Program. T want to congratulate the agency for identifying over $50 million in TRICARE
funds for recovery in 2006 and 2007.

In order to ensure the most judicious use of anti-fraud and anti-waste funds, I am
contacting you with concerns about the biennial conference that the TMA Program Integrity
Office holds to educate employees, providers, and contractors on fraud, waste, abuse detection
and investigation. According to Federal Business Opportunities solicitation number H94002-09-
Q-0006 posted February 3, 2009, the conference will be held in Nashville, Tennessee at the
Opryland Hote!l from April 28 to May 1, 2009.

Please provide answers to the following questions:

» What is the estimated total cost of this year’s fraud, waste, and abuse conference?
Please list individual estimates for airfare, hotel, per diem, andio/visual support, and
conference space leasing.

¢ How many government workers and contractors are planning to attend this year’s
conference?

¢ What is the budget for the Office of Program Integrity? Does funding for this
conference come out of its budget? If not, what budget authority appropriates these
funds?

* Has anyone conducted an analysis of alternative methods of conveying this
information such as videoteleconferences or site visits by the Office of Program
Integrity?

¢ How much training do TRICARE Management Agency employees receive outside of
conferences such as this?

¢ What is the annual salary of the average investigator at the Office of Program

Integrity?
3310 Mio-ConTinenT Tower 100 NoATH BROADWAY . 711 SW D Avenue
401 SouTH BasTon Suits 1820 . Suite 202
TuLsa, OK 74103-4007 OKLAHOMA CrTv, OK 73102 544-0 Lawrow, OK 73501
PHONE: 918-581~7651 PHONE: 405-231-4941

T T T

www.coburn.senate.gov



. zi\ddit'ionally, please send a copy of the 2003, 2005, and 2007 conference itineraries along
with their estimated costs. Thank you for your attention to this request and for your efforts to

combat fraud, waste and abuse at the Department of Defense.

om A. Coburn, iVI.D.
United States Senator

Sincerely,
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February 13, 2009

The Honorable Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Re: Domestic Source Restrictions
Dear Secretary Gates:

I have advocated for full and apen competition in the defense industrial base for
Department of Defense development and procurement programs, and maintain that statutory
limits on competition produce suboptimal acquisition outcomes for the xyar_ﬁghter and taxpayer.
I am aware that the Department has authorities to internally impose restrictions on competition,
in the intercst of national security.

Please provide me with the Department's general position on statutory domestic source
restrictions and bricfly detail what authoritics the Department has to impose agmcy-jW1de
domestic source restrictions,

I look forward to your response.

Sincerely,

}‘Kr ?)7 f»@
John McCain

United States Senator

CC: Mr. Gary Powell, Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Industrial Policy (Acting)
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EOWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH (. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEQRGIA

DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAMAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA %"l tzd %mtm %E“at[
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA AOGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHASD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER. LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL. COLORADO SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE

KAY A. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ADLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINDIS

RICHARD D. DEBOBES, STAFF OIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for two Armed Services Committee Professional
Staff Members, Richard W. Fieldhouse and Dana W. White, to travel by commercial
aircraft to Dayton, Ohio during the period February 19-20, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the National Air and Space Intelligence
Center (NASIC) at Wright-Patterson AFB in order to receive intelligence briefings on
ballistic missile threats and developments and to discuss related matters with NASIC
analysts. It is requested that the Department of the Air Force be assigned as the action
agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

arl Levin
Chairman

OSD 0155409
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The White House :

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW.

Washingtou,.ﬁc 20500; :

Dear Mr Presndent,

- For many years | have been deeply ooncemed about the ongoing crisis in Somaha
: and the potentlal forgreater instability in the Hom of Africa, as well as the threat
this situation poses to-our national security. Over the last three years, 1 have
- consistently called on the executive branch to develop a comprehensive -
interagency strategy toward Somalia. In 2006, I wrote legislation, passed by
Congress, requiring the administration to develop such a strategy. However,
-despite these efforts, the previous administration maintained a disjointed and
short~stghted approach toward Somalia that was counterproductive and led 1o _
incressed anti-Americanism in the region. As a result, the situation in Somaliahas .~
&etenorated, undermmmg our national security goals, mcmdmg countemrzorxsm

1 was pieased o hear from Secretary Clinton and Ambassador Rice at their
respective confirmation hearings that they understand the strategic importance of -
Somalia and that your adiinistration is committed to developing a comprehensive. -
sttategy to address this crisis. 1look forward to worlang with the State P
Department in this regard. Just as important, however, is the integration of all our
national security resources, including those of the Department of Defense and the .
!ntelhgence ‘Community, into one cohérent strategy. Unfortuniately, whilethe
legislation passed by Congress requires an annual interagency stiategy, the reports .
primded to Congress by the Bush Administration addressed only dlplomauc '

N acnvxty

- In rasponse Isenta c!assmcd letter raxsmg numerous questions sbout interagency
.. .coordination and smtegy and requesting that these issues be included in classified -
. annéxes to the congressionally required report. The Bush Administration -
: responded only by oﬂ’ermg disjointed and mcomplete briefings. Asyou seek é & ST
" - new anid more effective way forward, I urge youto bring togeiher all elementsof . -
 theUsS: governiment in one coherent strategy and to do so in close coordination .
"~ with Congress. In that respect, I look forward to working with youonthe .
classified, as well as unclassified, elements of a comprehensWe strategy toward

. Somaha andthe Hom of Aﬁ'wa.
Tﬁum, T ll?ﬂm:ﬂscmw BN e ol © wsin Seer - © ’mminﬁ“"m&oz _
TOLETON, Wi B36e . mrms,mw Waassas, W 54403 o Ln(:m“ﬁmf . lmm-ms )
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The: ueed to éevelop and nnplemmt a new appmach is urgcnt The successful
election of a new piresident by the Transitional Federal Govermmient parhament isa
- major step forward for the Djibouti process and presents a significant oppottunity.

Tbelieve expanded U.S. support for this process must be a central component of -

- . our strategy, and there exists a window during whiich high-level, sustained U.S. .
- engagement could heip Somaha wercome the: many challenges to peace. and :
stabthty : : .

I met Pms:dent Shelk Shanf during my visit to the region in December and he _
expressed his cominitment to an inclusive process to unite Somalia. Encouraging :
and-lielping him to deliver on that expressed commitment will be cricial if the

. process is to effectively translate into security on the.ground and lead to the

development of a functional governnent and the rule of law. Asyou well know, -
past attempts to form a whity government have failed because they were
pemetvedﬁwhether accurately or not—as favormg one clan or political
'constxmeacy over others. S

e Fmally, if we are to support the Dijoutl process and pnrsue an effectwe overal]l
strategy, it is essential that we deal directly with our credibility deficit in Somalia,
- ‘The previous administration’s approach has spurred widespread pubixc resentment
~and mistrust toward the United States, which has led to increased suspicion about
- U.S. intentions. This mistnist undermines our ability to engage constructively
with different parties. ‘During the first months of your administration, T believe
you hive a unique opportunity to change this.perception. . To that-end, I urge you
- 'to consider making a public, unequivocal statement that you intend to make a clear -

~ break from past policies toward Somalia, 1 believe doing so could makea

- tremenidous impression on ordinary Somalis and greatly advance U.S. public
: dnpiomacy efforts in the Hom of Aﬁ‘lce. and across the Mushm world. .

1 apprecxate your eonszderauon of these suggesnons -and more importanily, your
‘administration’s commitment to address the ongoing crisis in Somalia. 1 look
forward to working together to develop and pursue a comprehensive interagency

- strategy that brmgs stabxhty to the regmn and advances U.S. long-term security
mterests : _ ‘

: S_mcerely?

- RussellDFemgold R
:- UmtedStatesSenamr: SR
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The Honerabie Robert Gates .
' Secretary of Defense
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAMOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE iSLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPL
JIM WEEB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. De@OBES, 5TAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 6, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 390, S. 390, to expand the authority of the
Secretary of the Air Force to convey certain relocatable military housing units to Indian
tribes located in Idaho and Nevada. 1am forwarding this legislation to you for your

review,

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

Singerely,
C evin
Chairman

OSD 01610-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C. 8YRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH L. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JiM WEBE, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURL

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMELISS, GEORGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SQUTH DAKQOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPA
AICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

MAnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF OIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Mel Martinez plans to travel to Belgium during the period
March 20-22, 2009. Mrs. Kitty Martinez will accompany Senator Martinez for protocol
purposes and at no expense to the U.S. Government. Senator Martinez will be
accompanied by Tom Weinberg, his personal staffer who has been designated to the
Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

0165
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MECAIN, ARIZONA

ROBEAT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH | LIEBERMAN, COMNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLUSS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAIL LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA nl zg

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER £. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB. VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE : 20510-6050
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CARDLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASH[NGTON' DC

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN 5TAFF DIRECTOR

February 18, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Dana W. White, Professional Staff Member
on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft to Kings
Bay, Georgia on February 19, 2009.

The purpose of her trip will be to visit Kings Bay in order to tour and receive
briefings on the Trident submarine and refurbishing of the DG-5. It is requested that the
Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipgcerely,

C evin
Chairman

0SD 01717-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M, KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |, LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA,

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA)| LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA cﬁ“l tzd %tﬂtm %E“atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPFI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BUAR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOLISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROUINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

HICHARD O. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
I0SEPH W BOWAR, HEPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Michigan on February 19-20, 2009,

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive briefings on Army
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be
assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Y, g
1 Levin
Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENNEDY. MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAN, ARIZONA

AOBERT €. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. iINHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |. LIEBEAMAN. CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAN, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA “l E Eg

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F., WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOA
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Michael J. Noblet,
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via
commercial aircraft Michigan on February 17, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipcerely,

Cafl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIAGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA,

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXEY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

£. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA (ﬁ“ltzd 5mtw %E“gtz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA AOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

IV WEE, VIRGINIA AICHARD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CARGLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RAICHARD D DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Commitiee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Michigan during the period February 16-17, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Tank-Automotive Research
Development and Engineering Center (TARDEC) in Warren, Michigan to receive
briefings on Army vehicle and energy research programs. It is requested that the
Department of the Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Levin
Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH (. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GECRGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAIL LINDSEY GRAMAM, SOUTH CAROLINA -

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA qanl tm %tﬂttﬁ % matz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER. MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA, RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M, COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLANO W. BURRIS. (LUNQIS

RICHARD 0. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Lucian L. Niemeyer, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
Georgia during the period February 16-20, 2009.

The purpose of his trip will be to visit Forts McPherson, Stewart and Gordon in
Georgia to review installation requirements, BRAC implementation efforts, and to
receive briefings on local readiness issues. It is requested that the Department of the
Army be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

OSD 01800-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE. OXLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JORN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLOAIDA qﬁn]tzﬂ 5tat[g %Enatz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MECASKILL, MISSOUR DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE N. DC 20510-6050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA 06

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGTON,

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD . DéBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BUWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff
Member on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via commercial aircraft
New Jersey on February 19-20, 2009,

The purpose of his trip will be to visit the Army Armaments Research and
Engineering Center (ARDEC) in Picatinny, New Jersey to receive briefings on Army
armaments research programs. It is requested that the Department of the Army be
assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sipgerely,

C evin
Chairman

D 01801-09
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
* EDWARD MTKENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, DKLAHDMA

JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA|| LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARGLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA nl

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP(

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISS0URI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADG SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH GAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W, BURRIS, ILLINDIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAR, REPUBLICAN STAFF OIRECTOR

February 17, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
The Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000
Dear Mr. Secretary:
On February 13, 2009, I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans

of Arun A. Seraphin, Professional Staff Member on the Senate Committee on Armed
Services.

Please be advised that the dates of travel have changed to February 18-19, 2009,

Your continued assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Sjacerely,

-

arl Levin
Chairman

Enclosure

g oisqz-w




BERNARD SANDERS
SENATOR

Hnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON; DG 20510
February 23, 2009
The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense
1400 Defense Pentagon

Washington, D.C. 203011000
Dear Secretary Gates:

We urge you to implement an important program that addresses a critical health need for .
our nation’s military personnel and their families. The Department of Defense (DOD)
should conform to the ifitent of Congress and establish a comprehersive smoking
cessation benefit program.

Development and implementation of a comprehensive smoking cessation program was
mandated by the National Defense Authorizaticn Act of 2008 (PL-110-417). As our
nation works to improve preventive medicine, we must ensure that members of our
military and their families aye-afforded the best care available. As enacted, last year’s
defense bill stipulates that the DOD establish a smoking cessation progtam to include
counseling, writien educational materials about the adverse effects of tobacco use; a toll-
free 24 hour “quit” hotline, and access to fobacco replacerhent therapy and other
.pha:maceutxcals at no cost. The law also required the Department of Defense to submit
to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees a plan within 90 days of
enactment, and to implement.that plan within 180.days. Although the 90-day planning
period expired on January 14, 2009, no such implementation planhas been submitted.

Tobaceo use is the foremost preventable cause of premature death in America. It causes
more than 400,000 deaths in the United States each year and approximately 8.6 million
Americans have chronic illnesses related to smoking. The financial cost of tobacco use
is remendous; total public and private health care expénditures caused by smoking
amount to $96.7 billion annually Furthermore, there is a significant payoff for
addressing this health crisis early in people’s lives. Quitting by the age of 30 eliminates
v:rtually all risks associated with smioking. Smokers whip quit béfore the age of 50 ¢an
cut in half their risk of dying from smoking related illnesses over the ensuing 15 years.

The Department of Defense has operated a suecessful smoking cessation pilot program in
several states since 2006. Unfortunately, the majority:of our military personnel and their
families, mcludmg those who are stationed overseas are currently excluded from these

opportunities,

We ask that you exert your personal Jeadership to swiftly provide a.comprehensive
smoking cessation progrm to all military personnel and Tricare participants. This

OSD 01896-09
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Progriim should also be fully ﬁmdedmﬂ afdeguately staffed. -DOD:can achieve long-term.
savings through preventive health measures like stmoking cessation programs. More

itnportant, we can seize the oppertunity to improve the quality of life for our service
memibers, who so faxthﬁ;lly serve our nation, and their famxims

Thank you for your attention to this important issue. Pleage-consider Peter Tyler (Senator
Sanders, 224-5141) as the staff contact,

4 Sincerely,

BERNARD SANDERS_ E
United States Senator United Statcs Senator
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Conmess of the United States
Washington, A¢ 2033

February 23, 2009

The Honorable Rabert M. Gates
Secretary of Defepse .

Departnent of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon ' .
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary:

We are writing 1o request ther you promptly and fully distribute authorized compensation to members of
our Armed Forces whose service hias been extended by the Department of Defense's stop loss policy.

Over the past seven years, over 160,000 military personnel have had their service-duty contracts
extended due to stop Joss orders. Today, there are over 12,000 soldiers in the active Army, Army Reserve and
Army National Guard who remain on active duty beyond their scheduled separation date as a result of stop loss.
This policy especially impacts the National Guard and Reservists, many of whom have already been deployed
much longer than they expected. This is why we introduced legislation in the 110" Congress to provide
payments to service members for cach month they are extended as a result of stop loss. :

On September 30, 2008, the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Comtinuing Appmpriatiqns
Act, 2009 was signed into'law (P.L. 110-329). The bill provided that all military personnel that have had their
service duty contracts involuntarily extended due to stop loss orders, during Fiscal Year 2009 will receive

~ compensation.. The bill also allocared $72 million for the compensation, thus providing encugh to compensate

each soldier with the full $500 amount.

It has been nearly five months since the bill was signed into law and stop loss compensation payments
have yet to be distributed. We urge you to work with the House and Senate Appropﬁations_Defense
Subcommittees to develop a thorough and appropriate disbursement plan as quickly as possible to fulfill the
Department’s obligations under P.L. ] 10-329. Qur soldiers are heroically and bravely defending our country
abroad, and they are awaiting the much-deserved recognition and compensation for the unforeseen sacrifice so
many have been called on to perform.

1

Thank you {or your prompt atrention and your consideration of this important request.

Sincerely,

B;g}' Sutton Frank Lautenberp ’-S :
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RUSSELL D. FEINGOLD
WISCONSIN

606 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING
WasHinGgTon, DC 20510

{202) 224-5323

(202) 2241280 {TDD)
feingold.senate.gov

Nnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET
CommiTres on FOREGN RELATIONS
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIAAY
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
DemocraTic PoLicy COMMITTEE

Q 1600 As;;n CoMMONS

Roowm 1

MIDOLETON, W1 B3582
(608} 828-1200
(608} 828-1215 (TOD)

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4904

The Honorable Robert Gatcs FEB 20 208

Secr + of Defense
1000 Bﬁfmse Pentagon -
Washmg&m DC 203611600

. :.;m‘-f’-'.-. o
R

Bearﬁemtmy'@atcs, .

Thank you for yout affotts to prevent suwnde and to reduce the stigma associated with-
mental health concerns among those who serve our nation in uniform. I write to express
my concern about the record high rate of suicides among soldiers, and to ask that you
reconsider the Department’s policy of deploying those with mental health concerns,
including PTSD, to war zones and to treat these concerns in theater rather than
redeploying those struggling with these issues.

I would appreciate it if you could inform me about any plans the Department has to
respond to the record high rate of suicides among soldiers. Furthermore, I would like to
know how the Department has factored the issue of high rates of mental health concerns,
including PTSD, into its deployment plans. As the Department prepares plans to
redeploy from Iraq and increase the number of troops in Afghanistan, I urge you to take
into consideration the Army and Marine Corps studies which have found that repeat
deployments increase the rate of mental health problems among service members.

Mental health professionals who serve in the VA system in the state of Wisconsin have
told me of their concern about the repeat deployments of those struggling with PTSD and
I continue to hear from service members who do not feel that the advice of their doctors
is taken seriously by their commanders. I urge you to consider a more aggressive policy
of identifying those with severe mental health concerns who should not be deployed or
should be redeployed. Please consider requiring a physician's certification before
deploying any service member that deployment will not exacerbate the mental health
concerns of any service member who has screened positive for PTSD or any other mental
health concern during a post-deployment health screening or similar exam. We cannot
bring down the suicide rate if we do not address this underlying issue.

Thank you for your consideration. -
Sincerely, .
M W
Russell D. Feingold

United States Senator

0SD 0198
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oyl yrdie oy SR BAIO yPTTER D LA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
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A A U WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8050

RICHARD 0. DifICBES, STAFF OIRECTOR
JOIEPH W, BOWAS, AEPUSLICAN STARF DIRECTOR

February 24, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301

Dear Mr. Secretary;

Recent press reports suggest that the Administration is conterplating a nearly 20-percent
reduction in funding for the Missile Defense Agency in Fiscal Year 2010, While | realize the competition
for funding among defense programs will be intense, | respoctfully caution the Department that it would
be imprudent to take any premature action with respect to missile defense before the completion of
important policy reviews, such as the Nuclear Posture Review, the Quedrennial Defense Review, and the
review of ballistic missile defense policy and strategy mandated by Section 234 of the Duncan Hunter
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law 110-417). To precipitously reduce
funding for missile defense by some $2.0 biltion, as reported, would prejudge the outcome of theso
important reviews. .

In the course of making a case for reduced spénding on missile defense, some of my colleagues
have argued for greater focus on theater missile defense systems, such as Aegis BMD, THAAD, and
PAC-3. While | concur with the noed to field these capabilities in numbers sufficient to counter the
growing threat, I would caution the administration against increased funding for these programs at the
expense of the defense of United States tervitory and population. Ssction 223 of the John Warner National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109-364), explicitly states that priority
should be given 1o the ground-based midcourse defense (GMD) system in addition to the aforomentioned
theater missile defense systems. ) :

The GMD program is modest in scope — only 44 ground-based interceptor missies fielded in
Alaska and California. Nearly sixty pescent of the interceptors have been fielded with the remaining
under contract. Therefore, I believe it would be extremely unwise not to field the remaining interceptors,
so critical to our nation’s safety and security, by the 2013 schodule that was approved by the Congress.
Moreover, it is the only defensive system we will have in place over the next 10 1o 15 years to provide a
measure of protection for the American people against long-range threats from North Korea and Iran.
There is no back-up system. As such, we must complete the planned fielding, continue to test and
improve the system over time, and explore enabling technology that will increase the cost-sffectiveness of
the GMD system against future, uncertain threats, I strongly believe that any funding reductions that -
would jeopardize these objectives would be met with strong opposition.

With respect to the defense of our NATO allies, may ! also bring to your attention Section 229 of
the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (Public Law 110-181), which established
_ the "policy of the United Statos to develop, test, and deploy as soon as technologically feasible, in
conjunction with allies and friendly countries whenovor possible, an offective defonse against the
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Page 2
February 24, 2009

[ballistic missile] threat from Iran® to the United States and its NATQ allies, On 3 April 2008, the Heads
of States and Governments participating in the North Atlantic Council in Bucharest, Romania issued a
declaration in support of the deployment of & missile defense capabitity in Burope. The declasation
stated, “We therefore recognise the substantial contribution to the protection of Allies from long-range
ballistic missiles to be provided by the planned deployment of Enropoan-based United States missile
defence assets.” As such, I would caution the Administration agrinst making any decisions that might
negatively impact the existing missile defense agreaments betwoen the United Statss and its European
allies until the matter has been fully vetted and the views of our Europesn allies taken into account.

I believe funding for our missile defense programs enjoys near-consensus in Congress, sspecially
within the defense committees. Over the Iast two years, for example, the net reduction to the president’s
request for missile defense programs was epproximately 3-pervent, which is an indication that we have
moved beyond the politics of missile defense. A 20-percent reduction, as reported in the press, however
would again politicize missile defense at 8 time when cur missile defense capabilitics are coming on line.

In closing, | would note that earlier this month Iran successfully launched a satellite into space.
Additionalty, we continue to read press reports that North Korea is making preparations for a similar
launch this woek. Given those actions and the threat they represent, it is disturbing that the Administration
would contemplate significant reductions to our missile defense programs at the very time our potential
adversaries are demonstrating the ability to reach U.S. territory and that of our allies with batlistic
missiles. The American peopie, I am sure, will draw their own conclusions. :

Very truly yours,

Jelt Sessions

Ranking Member .
Subcommittee on Strategic F
Commitiee on Armed Services

cc; Honorable Peter R. Orszag, Director, Office of Management and Budget
Honorable John Young, Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics
Honorable Michelle Flournay, Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
General James Cartwright, Vice Chalrman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Kevin Chilton, Commander, U.S. Strategic Command
Lieutenant General Patrick O'Reilly, Director, Missile Defense Agency



JOHN CORNYN P

TEXAS
Anited Siates Hennte
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4305
February 4, 2009

The Honorable Rabert M. Gates

Depariment of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I write you in support of (P©) | nomination to receive the Department of Defense
Medal for Distinguished Publi i ently leamed of *'®. | nomination through
Brigadier General (Retired)”® and [ am confident that she is worthy of this award.
(b)(6)

has spent more than thirty years supporting the United States Army and Air Force in San
Antonia and throughout Texas. During this time she generously volunteered both physically and
financially, to Fort Sam Houston, Lackland and Randolph Air Force Bases, Brook Army Medical
Center, the U.S. Army All American Bowl, innumerable Wounded Warrior events, and United
Service Organizations (USO), as well as countless other military organizations and alliances in
the San Antonio area. After reviewing pressive contributions to service members
and their families, I believe her work merits this prestigious award.

I encourage you to giveomination every possible consideration. Please do not
hesitate to contact Paul Taylor, of my staff, if  may be of further assistance at 202-224-2430,

‘ Sinc ly,
: Jog CORN a

United States Senator
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EDWARD M. KENNEDY

MASSACHUSETTS

~Anited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2101

February 25, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

I’m writing o request your support for the continued development and
procurement of the Joint Strike Fighter Alternate engine by including it in your Defense
Budget submission for Fiscal Year 2010.

To do so would be in compliance with existing law and in keeping with the clear
justification provided by Congress. As you know, Congress has supported the
development and procurement of an alternative propulsion system for the Joint Strike
Fighter for over a decade. It’s my belief that such a competition is essential to obtaining
these systems at the lowest possible price, and that this competition will likely lead to
increased performance and overall savings throughout the life cycle of the program.

To date, the Alternate Fighter Engine Team has performed admirably, as
demonstrated by the “exceptional” award fee ratings it has consistently received. It
remains on budget and on schedule, which is a significant accomplishment when
compared to other major development programs in the Department.

Much of the development is now complete. Less than 30% of the ovcrall'
development costs for the engine will remain after this year, and production funding has
already been appropriated to enable deliveries to be made in Fiscal Year 2012.

I hope very much that the Department will continue to fund the development and
procurement of the Alternative engine for the Joint Strike Fighter in Fiscal Year 2010.

Edward M. Kennedy
U.S. Senator



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
ROBERT C 8YRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANMIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA)]

BILL NELSON. FLORIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE MCASKILL, MISSOURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRAIS, ILLINOIS

JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
LINOSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CARDLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP1
RICHAAD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA
DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAS, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

MAnited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-8050

February 23, 2009

This letter is to request assistance for Arun A. Seraphin and Paul C. Hutton IV,
Professional Staff Members on the Senate Committee on Armed Services, to travel via
military van to Dahlgren, Virginia on February 27, 2009.

The purpose of their trip will be to visit NAVSEA Dahlgren in order to receive
briefings and view demonstrations of Navy applied research activities. It is requested
that the Department of the Navy be assigned as the action agent for this trip.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Your assistance in this matter will be appreciated.

Siggerely,

C evin
Chairman

02033-
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENMEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JCHN McCAIN. ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAKOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
OANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E, BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MiSSISSIPPI
JiM WEBB, VIRGIN!A RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROUNA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURE DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLUNS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROUNA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINCIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorabie Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 24, 2009

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator James M. Inhofe plans to travel to Germany, Italy, United Arab
Emirates, Afghanistan, Djibouti, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Ghana, Liberia and Morocco during the period April 3-11, 2009. Senator Inhofe will be
accompanied his wife, Mrs. Kay Inhofe, for protocol purposes and at no expense to the
government. Senator Inhofe will also be accompanied by Anthony Lazarski, Mark
Powers, and Ryan Thompson, his personal staff members who have been designated to

the Commiittee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |, IEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE {SLAND SAXEY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA, nl E Eg

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F WICKER, MISSISSIPPY

JIM WESB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARDUINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR( DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M, COLLINS, MAINE
KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CARCLINA .

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLAND W. BURRIS, {LLINOIS

RICHARD D. DEBDBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 24, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 454, Weapons Systems Acquisition Reform Act
of 2009, to improve the organization and procedures of the Department of Defense for the
acquisition of major weapon systems, and for other purposes. I am forwarding this
legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Enclosures




CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALARAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA
DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAVH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP]

JIM WEBR, VIRGINIA RICHARD BUAR, NGRTH CAROLINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLORADQ SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA

ROLANO W. BURRIS, ILUNGIS

RICHARQ D. DEROBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Anited States Denate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

February 25, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 459, to improve and enhance substance use
disorder programs for members of the Armed Forces, and for other purposes. [ am
forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

Sincerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEOY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

AOBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI) LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON. NEBAASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA ﬁl‘“ tKﬂ %tﬂtzﬁ %mat[
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F, WICKER, MISSISSIPRI

JiM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADOD SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB. REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 26, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 476, Care Affordability for Military Families
Act, to amend title 10, United States Code, to reduce the minimum distance of travel
necessary for reimbursement of covered beneficiaries of the military health care system
for travel for specialty health care. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Singerely,

evin
Chairman

Enclosures
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MARK BEGICH . SUITE SH-825
ALASKA HART BUILDING

Pnited States Senate

(202) 224-3004
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

February 19, 2009

Dr. Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

I'am very pleased to see the great outcome for the Department of Defense in the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.

In total, the Department of Defense has $12 billion in funding alfocated to various

programs, with $2.5 billion specifically allocated to. defense-wide programs. Iam
_ anxious to see this money moved into the. syStem to begm to stimulate the

economy while fulfilling many of the requirements for the Department of Defense.

I would appreciate if you would provide me a prioritized list of projects the
Department of Defense plans to fulfill using the $2.5 billion in defense-wide
allocated funding. In particular, I would like to see what impacts this money will
have on mstallatlons or projects in Alaska

I fook: forWard to your response ‘while we begm 10 make a difference in our
economy and the future of the Department of Defense.

; ' Smcerely,

USSengor, 0
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February 12, 2009 S

The Honorable Robert Gates
Secretary of Defense

‘ The Pentagon :
‘ Washington, DC 20301-1000 : !

Dear Secretary Gates,

It is my pleasure to invite you to speak to the Senate Democratic Caqcus at our annual
weekend issues conference, which will be held the weekend of May 1, 2009 in Bedford Springs,
Pennsylvania.

a This is the one time each year that Senate Democrats meet outside of Washington to

brainstorm and strategize on the most pressing challenges facing our nation. Our Caucus is very %
interested to hear your strategies for addressing the multiple national security challenges facing §
: the United States.

; My staff will work with your office to schedule a time for you to speak, eit'her on Friday ‘
? afternoon, May 1 or Saturday moming, May 2. President Obama has confirmed his attendance at "
the conference.

[ know my colleagues will be thrilled if you are able to join us. Please let me know

i whether you will be able to attend, or have your staff contact Chuck Cooper at the Democratic
Policy Committee at (202) 224-4637.

i Sincerely,

L. Dorgan

Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS
AOBEAT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA
JOSEPH I. LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAI

BILL NELSON, FLOAIDA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI

MARK UDALL, COLORADO

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA

JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEDRGIA
LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOLTH CAROLINA
JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKATA
MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP
RICHARD BUAR, NORTH CARQLINA
DAVID VITTER, LDUISIANA

SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

MAnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
WASHINGTON, DC 20510~6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBORES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

February 28, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:
Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 504, to redesignate the Department of the Navy

as the Department of the Navy and Marine Corps. I am forwarding this legislation to you
for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference
to this legislation.

Siggerely,

evin
Chairman

Enclosures

OSD 02240-09

AN AR RA AR



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBLAT C. BVRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA .

JACK REED, RHODE 1SLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA, MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA Cla“l [Ed % tatm %Bnatz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

1M WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD SURR, NGRTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL. MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MAFK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE ON. DC 20510-6050
KAY R. HAGAN, NORTR CAROLINA

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA WASHINGT! '

ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIAECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REFUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 2, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

On February 13, 2009 I wrote the attached letter to you regarding the travel plans

of Senator Mel Martinez and his staffer, Tom Weinberg, during the period March 20-22,
2009.

This letter is to advise that Mr. Weinberg will no longer be accompanying Senator
Martinez on this trip. Mr. Dan Fisk, Senator Martinez’s staffer who has been designated
to the Committee on Armed Services, will now be travelling with Senator Martinez.

I would appreciate your continued support and assistance in connection with this

travel.
my, .
Carl Levin
Chairman
Enclosures
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RAnited States Senate

March 4, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

‘Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

As we face a rapidly deteriorating security situation in Afghanistan and the region, I commend the
Administration for shifting our focus to that conntry and working to develop a strategy to ensure the
security of the nation. Unfortunately, a greater commitment in Afghanistan will require further
sacrifice from our country and our men and women in uniform. As such, it is our responsibility to
ensure that the American people are given a clear objective for the mission in Afghanistan, one
which contemplates defense, diplomacy and development.

A's the deployments of additional troops are ordered to Afghanistan, I urg.e you not to forget recent
history and the difficult lessons learned from the war in Iraq, For too long, our standards to measure
success there were vaguely defined.

For just that reason, I had pushed for the establishment of 18 benchmarks for America’s mission in
Iraq to measure political, economic and military progress. These benchmarks were included in the
U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’ Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations
Act, P.L. 110-28. Likewise, I believe our mission in Afghanistan calls for a system which will allow
us to objectively gauge our success both militatily and politically. The establishment of a clear
objective in Afghanistan and the creation of a metric system to track the progress of all mission-
critical elements will demonstrate to the American people what we hope to accomplish in
Afghanistan and how we will achieve those goals.

Tapplaud the commitment to developing a strategic plan in Afghanistan, on¢ which combines
military action with a cohesive and strong diplomatic engagement; and I respectfully urge the
Administration to develop a series of benchmarks to assess the military and political progress in
Afghenistan. I belicve we havé an obligation to our servicemembers to ensure that their sacrifice is
met with a clear objective and a means to measure success. A

Thank you for your consideration of this request. I look forward to your response.

E.I  OSD 02298-09
United States Senator il
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Rep. Alcee L. Hastings, Florida

Sen. Benjamia L. Cardin, Maryland Co-Chairman

Chairman

March 4, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gat¢s
Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301
Dear Mr. Secretary:

I am writing to expres
for Secretary General of the

i the most steadfast support for Dr. Sclomon Passy’g nomination
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO). His record of

teadership and vision distingui

his nomination.

The challenge of seeking collaboration among nations through international organizations
is not new to Dr. Passy. As 4 former Chairman-in-Office of the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), a member of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, and most
recently as chairman of the QOSCE Parliamentary. Assembly Transparency and Accountability
Committee, Dr. Passy has a unjque understanding of the complexity of seeking consensus among
nations with diverse political, pconomic and socia] realities. Facilitating cooperation, Dr. Passy
played a key role in the OSCE’s outreach to Mediterranean states; support to elections in
Afghanistan; support to pivotal eléctions in Ukraine and Georgia; and engendered a renewed
commitment to supporting tolerance, education, good governance, and privaie enterprise by
OSCE participating States, Asa Commissioner on the Commission on Security and Cooperation

in Europe since 1993 and the
attest personally to the legacy

t Vice President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly, [ can
f Dr. Passy’s leadership.

Mareover, Dr. Passy r¢cognizes that security institutions must adapt to amorphous and

asymmetrical threats such as

counterinsurgency, terrorism, various forms of trafficking, and

piracy. He has long rccogniwé that these threats cannot be couniered unless the “security needs

of the individual citizen” are’
of democratic institutions and
Office. The challenges that N

ssed. This accounted for his strong support for development
functioning market economies during his tenure as Chairman-in-
TO faces today requires the vision of a person who realizes that |

military strength is but one c¢mponent of a strategy to provide genuine security. As NATO
seeks o leverage resources |in a stabilization and reconstruction capacity in states like
Afghanistan, Dr. Passy is the ideal choice for Secretary General,

OSD 0230009

LT T
rd House Office Building  Washington, DC 20515

901 http://www.csce.gov :  Facsimile: (202) 226-4199
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Page 2 of 2

The Honorable Robert M. Gatés
March 4, 2009

Dr. Passy's achievementts in his home country as a Member of Parliament and Minister of
Foreign Affairs cannot be overlooked. He has led efforts to improve military and foreign policy
oversight. He has increased military cooperation of Scuth-Eastern Europe through the creation
of the South-Eastern Euro Brigade.  Additionally, while simultancously balancing
Bulgaria’s and Europe’s security interests, he has carefuily reached out to nations such as Libya
and North Korea. This outreach resulted in the release of Bulgarian Medics detained in Libya in
2001. Most notably, Dr, Passy was influential in Bulgaria’s accession to NATO both by actions
within the government and by prometing public support outside the government.

Dr. Passy has a unique pombination of experience and vision. Dr. Passy’s leadership will
immediately be felt on issueq such as collective procurement of expensive military systems,
integration of non-NATO militaries into missions, improving the deployment capabilities of
NATO militaries, and the relationship with Russia. This is so because he has spent his
diplomatic career bringing once divided people in Europe together to achieve common goals.

Sincerely,

Berjjamin é Cardin, U.S.S

Chairman

2022264199 p.3



Congress of the United States
HWashington, DE 20515

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

U.S. Department of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301

Dear Mr, Secretary,

Last October the United States Congress passed, and President Bush signed into law, the
Code Talkers Recognition Act, Public Law 110420, Senator Inhofe and I were the lead sponsors
of this bill in our respective legislative bodies. The purpose of this act is to award the o
Congressional Medal of Honor to a select group of Native Americans for their heroic service in
World War I or World War II.

Found within the legislation is a directive asking the Defense Dwameng allong with the
Treasury Department, to help fully indentify all individuals who are deserving of this award.

Section 5, subparagraph (b) states:
The Secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the Secretary of Defense and the tribes, shall:

(1) Determine the identity, to the maximum extent practicable, of each Native Amerifzan
Tribe that had a member of that tribe serve as a Native American Code Talker, with the
exception of the Navajo Tribe.

(2) Include the name of each Native American tribe identified under subparagraph (a) on a
list

(3) Provide the list, and any updates to the list to the Smithsonian Institution for maintenance

Over the last few months our offices have held meetings with officials from the
Department of Defense and the Department of the Treasury in an attempt to move this process
forward. After speaking with all the parties involved, it is our understanding that the Office of
the Army Historian or some other archival department within the Department of Defense has a
tentative list of individuals who would be deemed “Code Talkers” within the definitions of the
recently passed legislation.

T am writing to ask you to expedite this identification process so that the United States _
Congress can move forward in honoring these brave soldiers. I will enclose a copy of the public
law pertinent to this request for your review. If you have any questions about our expedited
request, feel free to contact Tom Wharton (226-2275/Boren) or Clark Peterson (224~

4721/Inhofe).
Sincerely, SincerZ i

; James Inhofe 5 ' Dan Boren )
United States Senator Member of the House of Representatives

2352-09
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Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

March 11, 2009

The Honorable William J, Lynn
"Deputy Secrotary

The Department of Defense

1100 Defense .

Wiishington, DC 20301-1100

Dear Deputy Secretary Lynn:

Recently, we were informed that the Department of Defense is considering
postponing again the acquisition of a new Alr Force aerial refucling tanker. As the co- A
Chairmen of the Senate Tanker Caucus, we beliove that any additional postponemont of the
tanker re-capitalization program will have a serious.and vnnecossary adverss effect on our *
scrvice memnbers® ability to carry out the National Militsry Strategy. Accordingly, we
recommend that the Department recommence the acrial refueling tanker competition on an
expedited basis. -

As you know, the Sendte Tanker Cauous is » bipantisan organization whose purpose
is 10 assist the Department in efficiently procuring whichever aircrafi best meets the
requirements of our National Mikitary Strategy and provides the best value to the taxpayer,
The Caucus has niot, and will not, take a position supposting any perticular bidder in the
. competition for procurement of & replacement tanker. However, the failure of recent offorts
10 procure & new tanker has boen disconcerting to members of the Caucus.

The ability of our tiation.so continue to project acrial power worldwide depends on
our.tanksr fieet. The backbone of this fleet Is the KC-135, which is rapidly approaching its
50* year in service. As I am sure you agree, contiming to rely upon these aircrafk for
decades to come poses an unacceptable risk not onty to our nation’s unique global reach
capability, but (0 our most vaiuable asset, our men and women in uniform.

Therefore, we respectfiilly recommend that the Department resutne the competition to
scioot a new serial refucling tanker as soon as possible. We also request that our respéctive
staffs be briefed, in a timely manner, on the Depastutont’s plans.

Thank you for your attention 1o this matter.

KeiComd ™ Berin G, Fiatch
United States Senator . United States Senator

Sincorely,
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn HI
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lynn:

Earlier this month, the Armed Services Committee was informed of a
proposed reorganization of the office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy
(USD/P). The proposed reorganization would establish two new Deputy Under
Secretaries of Defense (DUSDs), each at a level that appears to be equivalent in
authority and control to the existing Assistant Secretaries of Defense (ASDs).
While ASD positions are duthorized by statute, limited in number, and subject to
Senate confirmation, the Department can apparently establish the DUSD positions
without statutory authorization, without limitation, and without Senate
confirmation,

This proposed reorganization raises broader questions about the number and
status of DUSDs in the Department. For example, it appears that there are
currently at least ten DUSD positions under the Under Secretary of Defense for
Aecquisition, Technology, and Logistics (USD/AT&L). Of these ten DUSD
positions, two. were established by statute and the othter eight (including the
Principal Deputy Under Secretary of Defense position) appear to have been
established unilateratly by the Department. Moreoves, the office’s organization
chart shows multiple layers of DUSDs reporting to each other. For example:

¢ The DUSD for Industrial Policy reports ta the DUSD for Acquisition and
Technology (a statutory position), who reports to the Principal DUSD.

» The DUSD for Advanced Systems and Concepts, the DUSD for
Laboratories & Basic Sciences, the DUSD for International Technology
Security, and the DUSD for Science and Technology all report to the
Director of Defense Research and Engineering (a statutery position, but not

a DUSD), who reports to the Principal DUSD.
fialtifitm
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[ am concerned that the proliferation of DUSDs at multiple levels of the

organization could muddy lines of authority and may not be in the best interests of
the Department of Defense. Accordingly, I would appreciate if you would provide
me with the following information:

How many DUSDs are there in the Department of Defense? -

How many DUSDs are statutory positions and how many are not?

How many DUSDs are Senate-confirmable and how many are not?

What is the relative rank of a DUSD and an ASD?

Are all DUSDs of equal rank? If not, how is the rank of a DUSD
determined? |

What is the authority for establishing the position of “Principal Deputy
Under Secretary of Defense,” 1o whom other DUSDs (and ASDs) repost?

Thank you for your assistance In this matter.

: Sigcerely,
Chairman

Levin



Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

March 9, 2009

The Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary

Department of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20310

Dear Secretary Gates,

The Pennsylvania Delegation is writing to you on a matter of great urgency. We o
understand that the Air Force plans to begin the redistribution of A-10 aircraft from the 111
Fighter Wing, Pennsylvania Air National Guard, as early as April 2009 and that 11 of the unit’s
assigned aircraft are scheduled to be moved in the next few months. The remaining 6 A-10s
assigned to the 111% are to be moved next year.

We strongly believe that taking A-10s from the 111™ Fighter Wing is premature and ill-
advised. There is no requirement to move these aircraft at this time. Although the BRAC
Commission’s Report directed redistribution of the 111™s A-10s, it did not require that it be
done on any particular timetable. What's more, the BRAC Commission directed that the Air
Force should maintain the end strength of the 111" Fighter Wing, but the loss of the unit’s flying
mission will result in loss of up to 80 full-time jobs and 140 military positions. Finally, the
pending action completely overlooks the BRAC Commission’s finding that strongly encouraged
the Air Force to keep A-~10s at the 111™ Fighter Wing.

Taking A-10s from the 111™ Fighter Wing is a serious mistake. The original
recommendation to redistribute the unit’s mission aircraft was based largely on the assumption
that the airfield at Willow Grove would not be in operation after the Navy leaves the installation
in2011. However, legislation passed by Congress in 2007 and 2008 provided for the
establishment of a joint interagency installation under state jurisdiction and control at Willow
Grove. This installation will continue to include an operational airfield to be used by the
Pennsylvania National Guard, other military units, other government agencies and associated
users to support national defense, homeland security and emergency preparedness missions.

It makes no sense to strip this unit of its aircraft and reduce its capabilities at a time when
our Nation and our Commonwealth need them most. There are sufficient A-10 aircraft in the Air
Force inventory to keep all 17 mission aircraft at the 111% Fighter Wing. The 111" bas the well-
trained, combat-experienced aircrews and maintenance/support personnel to continue to operate
the A-10s in a cost effective manner. The new joint interagency installation offers the airfield
and support facilities for the 111" Fighter Wing to continue flying without major capital
investments.
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We are asking that you issue an order delaying the start of the movement of A-10s from
the 111t Fighter Wing. -This action will give the Air Force the opportunity to reassess the
capabilities of the Horsham Joint Interagency Installation and to consider alternative future
flying missions for this unit. This action will preserve the capabilities of this unit to support
military operations and will leverage the tremendous skills and experience of the unit’s aircrews
and maintainers. 'Failure to act will further erode the ability of this unit and the Air Force to
carry out the close air support and related missions that the men and women of the 111™ Fighter
‘Wing have performed with great distinction for many years.

Due to the urgent nature of this situation, the Pennsylvania Delegation respectfully
requests that you respond to our concerns within the next two weeks. We thank you for your
attention to this matter and look forward to receiving your views. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if we can be of any assistance on this or any other matter.

Sincerely, '

(it gt g3z lanrss,

Senator Arlen Spectér Senator Robert Casey _

P

ep. John Murtha Rep. Jim Gerlach

i) Shuam

Rep. Bill Shuster

C Q. IDA

Rep. Charles Dent




:;ep ’ioe Pitts Rep. Todd Platts

g ep. Glenn :;Eomps:a (/ Rep. Jason Altmire

A

thy Dahlkempe

Too 7Hld,

Rep. Tim Holden




CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I, LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K, AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA IOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLORIDA qa“ltm 5mtzs %E" atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA RDGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JiM WEBE, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D, DeBOBES. STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 6, 2009

The Honorable William J. Lynn III
Deputy Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Lynn:

Last week, we introduced S. 454, the Weapon Systems Acquisition Reform
Act of 2009, in an effort to address some of the problems that have led to massive
cost overruns and schedule delays on some of our largest defense acquisition
programs. At the White House on Wednesday morning, the President announced
his support for the goals of our legislation and designated you to take the lead on
the issue for the Department of Defense.

We would appreciate if you would provide us with any comments that the
Department may have on the proposed legislation by no later than Friday, March
20, 2009.

We look forward to working with you on this important initiative.

Sincerely,
'4L ?e(;u @%Lﬂb“
ohn McCain Carl Levin
Ranking Member Chairman
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CARAL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN MCCAIN, ARIZONA
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH |. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K, AKAKA, HAWAI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA %“]t[ﬂ 5tgtm 5K“atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURA, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. De@OBES, STAFF DIRECTOR

JOSEPH W, BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR March 5, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as 2 Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator John McCain plans to travel to Belgium during the period
March 20-22, 2009. Senator McCain will be accompanied by a staff member of the
Senate Armed Services Committee, Richard H. Fontaine, Jr., Deputy Minority Staff
Director. He will also be accompanied by Brooke Buchanan, his personal staffer
designated to the Senate Armed Services Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Air Force could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sifiderely,

Carl Levi
Chairman
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March 11, 2009

The Honorable Robert Gates, Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Tunderstand you have been invited to participate as a keynote speaker in the first annuat Deterrence
ymposium being held on July 29, 2009, at the U.S. Strategic Command in Omaha, Nebraska
SSTRATCOM). Your presence would be most welcome in addressing the full range of matters ‘

ith regard 1o nuclear weapons and daterrence.

rom your previous visits to Offutt Air Forca Base, the home of USSTRATCOM, I know you are f
ware that the base maintaing one of the largest military presences in the Midwest, The Comumand -
mptoys more than 2,700 individuals, representing all branches of the anmed services, as well as

oD civilians and contractors, who oversee the Command’s operationally focused global strategic

issions.

{irecall that you have also visited the 55® Wing at Offutt. The 55® Wing’s missions of providing
intelligence and surveillance make it, too, a vital unit in America’s nationa} security operations. I
lieve Offutt’s diverse missions and global responsibilities put it on the cutting edge of
nsformation for the U.S. Air Foree. '

inally, there are more than 1.2 million Nebraskans {iving in the greater Omaha metropolitan area;

d these Midwestem families play a vital role in supporting those stationed at Offutt. As{ am sure
u are aware, military members consistently praise the people and the area for their 2zealous support
America’s servicemembers and their familics, as well as the overall U.S. military and its mission.

Ilrespectfully urge you, therefore, to give this request your utmost consideration and allow my fellow
ebraskans to show you z little of our Midwestern hospitality. If there is anything 1 can do to be of
sistance with this request, please do not hesitate to contact me.

" Sincerely,

Onited States Senator
i | llﬂlllmﬁﬁlﬂ
' |
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M, KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYAD, WEST VIRGINIA JANES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE 1SLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAII LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA qﬂ“ltm %tﬂtm %Enatﬁ
EVAN BAVH, INDIANA AOGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBS, VIRGINIA AICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BUARIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARO D. DEBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 6, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 535, to amend title 10, United States Code, to
repeal requirement for reduction of survivor annuities under the Survivor Benefit Plan by
veterans' dependency and indemnity compensation, and for other purposes. I am
forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
igerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman

Enclosures

OSD 027 13-09
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CARL LEVIN, MIDHIGAT, CHARMAK,

EDAVAPG 44, KENNEDY. mwssfri JEAN MG AZONMA

AOGART C BYAD, WEST Vil JAMES M. INNOFE, BIKLAHORA
SDEEPH | UEENMAN. CONKECTICY JEFT SESSIONS. ALANAMS

M REED, RHGUE WLAND SANEY CHAMBLISS, GEDREIA
DAMIELK AKAKA, MAWAN LIMDSEY GRAWAM, BOUTH CAADLE )

BXL MELSON, HLORIDA i JOHN THUKE. SOUTH DAXOTA 2 i % . %

£ BENSAIM MELSOK, WEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ. FLOKEIA nl X E : AE)
EVAN BAVE, INDIANA ROGER £, WICKER, bESSSEIPR. » . LT TR
SBWEBS, VB0

ACHARD BURR, NIRIH COAGLINA

Prevd iy DAVDITTER L0UnUNA. GOMMITTEE-DN ARMED SERVICES
e BT A oA S WASHINGTON, DC 20510-5050

ROEARGW. BURBIS, ALINOKS

RICHARD D D-BOBES, STAFE DIRECTOR
SOSEO W. BOWAR, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense
1000 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Secretary Gates:

In its enclosed letter of February 12, 2009, the National Institute of Military Justice seeks
legislation to expand the applicability of the court-martial sentencing option of Life Without the
Possibility of Parole 10 rehearings invelving certain individuals whoe were sentenced to death by
a military court-martial.

We réquest an expedited review of this proposal by the Jeint Se!rvicc Commities on
Military Justice and the Department's views of the merits of this initistive.

Sincerely..
% /7 66 \QML&R
John MeCsin Cutl Levin
Ranking Member Chairman

Enclosure
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MAIK IR (HRI1, MALKA
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JORTFI Ve DOWAD REPIDLICAN STAIT DLy TON

March 12, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Dcfensc Pentagon
Washington, DC 20310-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary'

A critical element of our strategy for success in Afghanistan must be enabling
Afghan forces to take rcsponSIblllty for the security of their own country. We applaud
the decision to increase the size of the Afghan National Army (ANA) to 134,000 soldiers,
. though the force level may welil require additional growth in order to meet Afghanistan’s
security needs over the long term.

The United States and its allies need to do all we can to accelerate as quickly as
possible the training and equipping of the ANA and the Afghan National Police (ANP),
General David McKiernan, Commander, NATO International Security Assistance Force,
has said he needs more embedded trainers and funding to spced up building the capacity
of the Afghan security forces.

We have also heard recently that the “long pole in the tent” for growing the ANA
rapidly is getting these units the basic equipment they need machine guns, radios, and
vehicles — when they need it. At a hearing on February 26™, General David Bamo,
former Commander, Combined Forces Command Afghamstan testificd that the main
problem is “a constipated, peace-time system” for equipping these forces which is not
well suited to the demands of an ongoing conflict. As you recall, similar problems were
encountercd in delivering badly needed military equipment to Iraqi forces. In this regard,
w¢ hope the lessons learned in Iraq will be applied to our efforts in Afghanistan.

We request that you closely examine what is needed to expedite the training and

equipping of the Afghan National Army and Afghan National Police and report to us on
what more is needed, in terms of resources, personncl, ot Iegislative relief.

0SD 02750-09
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We look forward to your prompt response and working with you on this matter.

Sincerely,

John McCain Carf Levin
Ranking Member Chairman
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CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN
EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEQRGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWA)| LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROQLINA -

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA qﬁ“l tEﬂ %tﬁtzs 5 E“atz
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKEA, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA

CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOURI DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R HAGAN, NORTH CAROUINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINQIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

In connection with his responsibilities as a Member of the Senate Committee on
Armed Services, Senator Jeff Sessions plans to travel to Israel, Afghanistan, Turkey and
Pakistan during the period April 3-11, 2009. He will be accompanied by Sandra E. Luff,
his personal staffer who has been designated to the Committee.

I would appreciate the support and assistance of the Department of Defense in
providing such transportation, including the use of foreign carrier and military air
transportation, as may be required. It would also be appreciated if the Department of the
Navy could be designated as the action agency for this travel.

Expenditure of funds for the payment of actual and necessary expenses and such
transportation as may be required is authorized by 31 U.S.C. 1108(g).

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

ev
Chairman




CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACRUSETTS JOHN MGCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH |. LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE 1SLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K, AKAKA, HAWA( LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA .

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA (,IB

E. BENUAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA nl w

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JIM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CAROLINA

CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSOUR! DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK SEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W, BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 10, 2009

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Enclosed herewith are copies of S, 546, Retired Pay Restoration Act of 2009, to
amend title 10, United States Code, to permit certain retired members of the uniformed
services who have a service-connected disability to receive both disability compensation
from the Department of Veterans Affairs for their disability and either retired pay by
reason of their years of military service of Combat-Related Special Compensation. [am
forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.
Sipgerely,
C evi
Chairman
Enclosures

0

SD 02774-09
(RARGA ARG AR



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA
ROBERT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGIN(A JAMES M. INHOFE, OKLAHOMA
JOSEPH 1. LIEBERMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA
JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBLISS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAY UNDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA
BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

€. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA

EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F WICKER, MISSISSIPPI

JiM WEBB, VIRGINIA RICHARD BURR, NORTH CARCLINA
CLAIRE McCASKILL, MISSOUR| DAVID VITTER, LOUISIANA

MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CARDLINA
MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
ROLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBORES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

Honorable Robert M. Gates
Secretary of Defense

1000 Defense Pentagon
Washington, DC 20301-1000

Dear Mr. Secretary:

Mnited States Senate

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

March 11, 2009

Enclosed herewith are copies of S. 549, to provide benefits under the Post-
Deployment/Mobilization Respite Absence program for certain periods before the
implementation of the program. I am forwarding this legislation to you for your review.

So that we can consider your views when the Committee reviews this legislation,
please submit to this Committee the recommendations of your Department with reference

to this legislation.

Enclosures

Sifgerely,

Carl Levin
Chairman



CARL LEVIN, MICHIGAN, CHAIRMAN

EDWARD M. KENNEDY, MASSACHUSETTS JOHN McCAIN, ARIZONA

ROBEAT C. BYRD, WEST VIRGINIA JAMES M, INHOFE, OKLAHOMA

JOSEPH ). LIEBEAMAN, CONNECTICUT JEFF SESSIONS, ALABAMA

JACK REED, RHODE ISLAND SAXBY CHAMBUSS, GEORGIA

DANIEL K. AKAKA, HAWAJI LINDSEY GRAHAM, SOUTH CAROLINA -

BILL NELSON, FLORIDA JOHN THUNE, SOUTH DAKOTA

E. BENJAMIN NELSON, NEBRASKA MEL MARTINEZ, FLORIDA %“lt{d gtﬂtm %Enﬂt[
EVAN BAYH, INDIANA ROGER F. WICKER, MISSISSIPP
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CLAIRE MCCASKILL, MISSQUR) DAVIDVITTER, LOUISIANA COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
MARK UDALL, COLORADO SUSAN M. COLLINS, MAINE

KAY R. HAGAN, NORTH CAROLINA ' WASHINGTON, DC 20510-6050

MARK BEGICH, ALASKA
AOLAND W. BURRIS, ILLINOIS

RICHARD D. DeBOBES, STAFF DIRECTOR
JOSEPH W. BOWAB, REPUBLICAN STAFF DIRECTOR

March 13, 2009

Honorable Robert M, Gates
Secretary of Defense

The Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-1000
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