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Excerpt from Press Conference of Secretary of Defense MoNamara 5
on return from NATO Defense [inisters Meeting May 19, 1967 -

Question: Mr. Secretary, did you have the opportunity to convey to the
Greek Defense Minister this mation's feelings about military coverrment
of that country?

Secretary MeNamara: Well, I told ny Oreek colleague, the Defense Minister,
the former Chief of Staff of the Greek Army, that T hesitated to coment
on nternal Greek affairs, but that I could tell him the sense of our &
nation ard the sense of our pecple and that was that we were disheartened
by the move away from democracy, from constitutional goverrment in Greece,
ard we could only hope that they would lay out a pact to return to
parliamentary procecizes and to support of their constitutien.

Question: Did he reassure you at all on that score? '

Secretary McNamara: FHe Indicated that hls colleagues intended to
retun to constitutional goverrment and would lay out a program to
do =0.

Question: Did you tell him that our military relationship would be
affected by what happened?

Secretary McNamara: I told him it would be very difficult for us to
proceed with our miitary aid program unless there was an indicaticn that
his goverrmant did intend to preserve the constitutional puarantees.
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