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Operation plan review criterion. The determination whether the contemplated 
course of action is worth the cost in manpower, material, and time _involved; is 
consistent with the law of war; and militarily and politically supportable. JP 1-02 

Acceptability is one of the four joint operation plan review criteria. Acceptable plans are 
proportional and worth the anticipated cost. They provide for accomplishmentofthe mission 
with available resources without incurring excessive losses in personnel, equipment, materiel, 
time, or position. They are consistent with the law of war and are militarily and politically 
supportable. 

Related Terms 
adequacy; compliance with joint doctrine; completeness; feasibility; operation plan 

Source Joint Publications 
JPS-0 
JP 5-03.1 

. Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol I: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 

Accuracy is one of the seven attributes of intelligence quality. Intelligence must be factually 
correct, convey an appreciation for facts and the situation as they exist, and estimate future 
situations and courses of adversary action based on those facts and sound judgment. 

It is not enough that intelligence is true; to be accurate it should also describe what is 
known of the situation. The attributes of complete, timely, and relevant intelligence bear on 
accuracy. If requirements are not accurately developed, intelligence products will probably 
be unsuitable for the operation. 

Objectivity of intelligence also bears on accuracy. If the intelligence product is skewed by 
institutional or personal bias in collection, analysis, or dissemination, the resulting erroneous 
or incomplete portrayals of situations may foster erroneous operational decisions. Although 
the intelligence presented may be true or accurate in an absolute factual sense, it may fail the 
accuracy test by the omission of data and perspectives necessary for a complete understanding 
of the situation. 

Related Terms 
completeness; objectivity; readiness; relevance; timeliness; usability 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

Direct defensive action taken to nullify or reduce the effectiveness of hostile air 
action. It includes such measures as the use of aircraft, air defense weapons, 
weapons not used primarily in an air defense role, and electronic warfare. 
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ACTIVE AIR DEFENSE 

General. Active air defense (see figure below) degrades the effectiveness of enemy air 
attacks and protects friendly forces. Integrated employment of air-to-air and surface-to-air 
systems through coordinated detection, identification, assessment, and engagement of enemy 
forces is necessary to blunt the enemy attack and protect friendly air and surface forces. 
Airspace control in an active air defense environment can be extremely difficult but is crucial 
to successful friendly air operations and effective air defense. Positive control or procedural 
measures must be implemented to ensure that friendly aircraft can safely transit the airspace 
without inhibiting air defense or other friendly air operations. Regardless of other controls 
and measures imposed within defended airspace, air defense forces must be able to identify 
all aircraft in the area readily by electronic, visual, or procedural means. Rapid, reliable, and 
secure means of identification, implemented within air defense areas, is critical to the survival 
of friendly aircraft as well as to the effectiveness of air defense. 

Methods of Air Defense. Various options for the organization of air defense resources 
provide effective air defense for the joint force. 

Area Defense. A posture designed for the defense of a broad area. There can be specialized 
applications of area defense when friendly assets to be protected are spread over a large 
geographical area with defined threat boundaries. ·An example would be the belt defense 
used in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization. 

Point Defense. A posture designed for the protection of a limited area, normally in defense 
of the vital elements of a force and of vital installations. 

Self-Defense. A posture developed by friendly units to defend themselves against direct 
attack or threat of attack through the use of organic weapons and electronic warfare. 

Maritime Air Defense. Maritime air defense is essentially offensive in nature and may 
encompass characteristics of all of the other three methods of air defense. Maritime air 
defense is conducted simultaneously with other naval warfare tasks including antisubmarine 
warfare, strike warfare,· etc. Maritime air defense requires the est(J.blishment of mutually 
supporting defense positions to absorb and weaken the enemy attack progressively and is a 
function of detection range as well as the speed and responsiveness of weapon systems. 
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ACTIVE DEFENSE (THEATER MISSILE DEFENSE) 

Resources. Dedicated air defense assets may be provided by all components and may 
include or be supported by space assets. Resources of the active air defense system may 
include the systems described below. 

Weapon Systems. All systems have limitations such as reaction time, range, identification 
capability, and flexibility of operation. Closer examination of individual systems shows that 
the disadvantages of one are often balanced by the advantages of another; therefore, an effective 
active air defense requires a mix of weapon types and systems. This balance is required not 
only between aircraft and surface-to-air weapons but also between the specific types of aircraft, 
missiles, and antiaircraft artillery. 

Surface Air Defense Systems. All air defense agencies and sensors should be integrated 
to provide an effective surface environment system. This can be accomplished through the 
use of direct control or procedural control. Efficient, direct control of air defense resources 
relies on the provision and exchange of essential real time information. The exchange of 
real-time information requires the provision of adequate track capacity within systems and 
the cross-telling of tracks using data processing systems, including space-based assets. Secure, 
survivable communications systems to connect the control agencies are essential. In addition, 
the surface environment system itself should be survivable and have redundancy. To provide 
the spectrum of cover required for air defense operations, a number of complementary systems 
are necessary. These range from a mix of static and mobile equipment to strategic warning 
systems. Systems should be netted to enable the gathering and dissemination of information 
under all operational conditions and to provide mutual support. The surface environment 
may include early warning and surveillance systems; other netted civil and military sensors; 
low-level radar systems; mobile radars, including sea-based systems; strategic warning systems; 
identification systems; early warning systems; communications systems; and data processing 
facilities. 

Related Terms 
air defense; airspace control in the combat zone; area air defense commander; joint force air 
component commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-01.2 Joint Doctrine for Theater Counterair Operations 

ACTIVE DEFENSE (Theater Missile Defense) 

General. Active defense applies to operations initiated to protect against a theater missile 
(TM) attack by destroying TM airborne launch platforms and/or destroying TMs in flight. 
Active defense includes multi tiered defense indepth via multiple engagements using air, land, 
sea, space, and special operations assets. It also includes active electronic warfare (EW) to 
disrupt remote or on board guidance systems. 

Active defense must consist of defense indepth against all classes ofTMs to include ballistic 
and cruise missiles. When destruction of the TM launch platform prior to launch is not 
possible or successful, TMs should be engaged by all means available throughout their entire 
flight profile. Defense indepth provides multiple opportunities to negate the TMs with differing 
capabilities, increases probability of kill, and prohibits the enemy from being able to counter 
the defensive system with a single technique. Active defense also include those actions 
which mitigate the effectiveness of targeting and delivery systems through EW against remote 
or onboard guidance systems. 

Command and Control. The joint force commander (JFC) exercises control of active 
defense operations by integration of joint theater missile defense (JTMD) systems and forces 
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ACTIVE DEFENSE (THEATER MISSILE DEFENSE) 

into the command, control, communications, computers and intelligence (C4I) systems 
supporting theater air defense. The JFC normally assigns overall responsibility for air defense, 
to include active defense theater missile defense, to the area air defense commander (AADC). 
The AADC assists the JFC in determining missions, communications priorities, and rules of 
engagement (ROE) for active defense forces, based on assessment and prioritization of forces, 
critical assets, and population centers. Active defense forces are under the operational control 
of their component commanders, who employ these forces under the weapons control 
procedures and measures established by the AADC and approved by the JFC. 

Effective control of active defense weapon systems requires a capability to provide 
continuous wide-area surveillance of the AOR, with emphasis on likely missile launch areas. 
A confirmed launch triggers reactions by a preplanned selection of appropriate defensive 
systems, in accordance with established ROE. Short missile flight times require that available 
air-, land-, sea-·, and space-based sensor and surveillance assets reports be integrated to provide 
a complete and current air and space picture. Space-based systems should be responsive to 
the joint or combined force commander. The C4I systems supporting theater air defense 
should provide for centralized coordination and decentralized execution of active defense 
operations. 

Planning. Active defense planning begins with intelligence preparation of the battlespace. 
Upon completing initial analyses, the JFC provides the concept of operation and mission 
priorities. The commander finalizes decisions on apportionment of JTMD resources after 
the staff completes its comparison and analyses of the various courses of action and the 
component commanders have given their input. Intelligence requirements are identified and 
collection management priorities established for TM detection, acquisition, and identification. 
Threat priorities and ROE are established for engaging both enemy aircraft and missiles. 
Forces are designated to protect critical theater assets; e.g., forces, air bases, seaports, population 
centers, and fleet operating areas. 

Execution. Active defense operations should be centrally coordinated and decentrally 
executed. Based upon unconfmned launch indicators, United States Space Command may 
be capable of providing initial warning reports. These reports could be used by the JFC to 
initiate certain passive defense measures and provide initial cuing to active defense forces. 

4 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



ACTIVE/RESERVE MIX 

An enemy launch observed and identified through national, theater, or tactical surveillance 
systems triggers active defense and attack operations, along with initiating passive defense 
measures by military units and civilian authorities. (See figure above.) 

Area systems, such as some surface-to-airmissile systems or interceptors, provide defense 
indepth by attacking TMs at long ranges. Engaging missiles early in flight peimits multiple 
engagements by the area and point defense systems and minimizes ground damage to friendly 
forces and infrastructure from missile and warhead debris. Active electronic countermeasures 
systems also can deceive TM guidance systems late in flight. 

JP 3-01.5 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 

ACTIVE/RESERVE MIX 

Military operations other than war may require units and individuals not found in the 
active component or may require deployment of more units or individuals possessing a 
capability than are available in the active component. Examples of these types of units are 
shown in the figure below. Mobilization of any reserve component units may be difficult if 
war is not imminent or declared. Consequently, most reserve component participation will 
be through volunteer support. To take advantage of volunteers, planners should select roles 
and tasks for reserve forces that can be supported by a rotational force- tour requirements 
in excess of three weeks will discourage and limit volunteers. If time permits, planners 
should determine what reserve component capabilities are required, and how long it will take 
for the units to be trained and ready for deployment. Planners should also review personnel 
and equipment authorizations for reserve component units to ensure compatibility with active 
forces. For example, a reserve unit equipped with commercial cargo vehicles would not be 
able to operate as well in rough terrain as an active unit equipped 'Yith tactical vehicles. On 
the other hand, use of active forces, especially in functional areas heavily reliant on the 
reserve component, may impact on those forces' ability to respond to their wartime taskings 
in the near term because of the time needed to redeploy and repair or replace equipme~t. 
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ADEQUACY 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

ADEQUACY 

Adequacy is one of the four joint operation plan review criteria. Adequacy determines 
whether the scope and concept of planned operations satisfy the tasking and will accomplish 
the mission. Planning assumptions should provide guidelines for the development of the 
plan to increase the effectiveness of the concept of operations. These assumptions must be 

·reasonable and consistent with strategic guidance. 
Related Terms 

acceptability; compliance with joint doctrine; feasibility; operation plan 
Source Joint Publications 

JPS-0 
JP 5-03.1 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol I: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 

ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL 

Administrativecontrol (ADCON) is the direction or exercise of authority over subordinate 
or other organizations in respect to administration and support including organization of 
Service forces, control of resources and equipment, personnel management, unit logistics, 
individual and unit training, readiness, mobilization, demobilization, and discipline and other 
matters not included in the operational missions of the subordinate or other organizations. 
ADCON is synonymous with administration and support responsibilities identified in title 
10, US Code. This is the authority necessary to fulfill Military Department statutory 
responsibilities for administration and support. ADCON may be delegated to and exercised 
by commanders of Service forces assigned to a combatant commander at any echelon at or 
below the level of Service component command. ADCON is subject to the command authority 
of combatant commanders. 
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ADVANCED OPERATIONS BASE 

Related Terms 
combatant command (command authority); command; control; operational control; tactical 
control 

JP0-2 
JP3-0 

Source Joint Publications 
UnifiedActionAimedForces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

ADMINISTRATIVE LOADING 

Administrative Loading of Ships During Amphibious Operations. Administrative 
loading is defined as a loading method that gives primary consideration to achieving maximum 
use of billeting and cargo space without regard to tactical considerations. Equipment and 
supplies must be unloaded and sorted before they can be used. Administrative loading is not 
suitable for amphibious assault operations. 

Administrative Loading of Airlift Aircraft. Administrative loading gives primary 
consideration to achieving maximum use of aircraft passenger and cargo capacities, without 
regard to ground force tactical considerations. Administrative-loaded materiel usually requires 
unloading and sorting before it is used. Administrative loading maximizes the use of the 
volumes and weight capacities of airlift aircraft, their allowable cabin load, while combat 
loading maximizes the combat readiness of the organizations and equipment being moved. 

JP 3-02.2 
JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Embarkation 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

ADVANCED OPERATIONS BASE 

An advanced operations base (AOB) is a small temporary base established near or within 
a joint special operations area to command, control, and/or support training or tactical 
operations. Facilities are normally austere. The base may be ashore or afloat. If ashore, it 
may include an airfield or unimproved airstrip, a pier, or an anchorage. An AOB is normally 
the location of a special operation force company or smaller element controlled and/or 
·supported by an main operations base or forward operations base (FOB). An AOB is 
established by an special forces company to extend the command, control, and support 
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AERIAL DELIVERY 

functions of an FOB. For example, an AOB may function as a launch-and-recovery or radio 
relay site. 

Related Terms 
forward operations base; main operations base 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-05.3 Joint Special Operations Operational Procedures 

AERIAL DELIVERY 

Aerial delivery is one of the two basic methods of airlift delivery, the other being air land 
delivery. Because each offers a particular set of advantages and disadvantages to airlift users 
and providers, selecting the best method of delivery for a particular airlift requirement is a 
key planning decision. (See figure below.) The different methods of airlift delivery form a 
complementary system that can deliver at least some of a unit's equipment requirements, and 
virtually all of its personnel and sustainment materiel requirements at any time under most 
conditions of terrain and weather. 

In the various aerial deli very methods, airlifted personnel and materiel are disembarked or 
unloaded from aircraft still in flight. Aerial delivery is often militarily advantageous, because 
it permits sustainment deliveries to units operating away from airfields and landing zones, 
permits the delivery of combat forces and materiel, concentrated and in mass, in minimum 
space and time, and some airlift aircraft can accurately airdrop personnel and materiel in 
conditions of poor visibility that would otherwise preclude air land operations (e.g., using the 
adverse weather aerial delivery system). 

In relation to airland delivery, aerial delivery has several disadvantages. It carries an 
increased risk of injury to personnel or damage to cargo, requires special training for the 
riggers, transported personnel, and the aircrews, can limit allowable cabin load utilization 
substantially because of the special rigging required for airdropped materiel, has ground 
wind limitations, and if employed by a large formation, represents an operational level risk, 
because detection and successful attack by the'enemy could rob the theater campaign of two 
critical assets: the airlift force and the unit and/or materiel being carried. Accordingly, the 
decision to utilize the aerial delivery method is predicated on determining whether a user's 
requirements justify the expenditure of scarce and costly airdrop resources. 
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AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION 

Mass aerial delivery of forces requires large, unobstructed drop zone areas 
from which the forces can effect a rapid assembly and reorganization. 

Related Terms 
airland delivery; theater airlift 

JP 3-17 
Source Joint Publications 

JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AEROMED.ICAL EVACUATION 

Aeromedical evacuation is the movement of patients under medical supervision to and 
between medical treatment facilities by air transportation, As shown in the figure below, the 
worldwide aeromedical evacuation system operates in the continental United States (CONUS), 
between the theater and CONUS, and within the theater. Tactical aeromedical evacuation 
from the combat zone (Echelon ill) to the communications zone (Echelon IV) is normally a 
responsibility of the supporting theater Air Force component commander. Patient evacuation 
from the theater is the responsibility of US Commander in Chief, Transportation Command, 
who is responsible for establishing, operating, training, and maintaining the common-user 
aeromedical evacuation system worldwide. This mission is executed by the Air Mobility 
Command. 
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AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION 

The C-9 is the mainstay of the domestic Aeromedical Evacuation System. 
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AEROMEDICAL EVACUATION 
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AGILITY 

Medical care is furnished during aeromedical evacuation. 

Related Terms 
echelons of care; evacuation policy; health service support; patient evacuation 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 
JP4-02.2 

AGILITY 

Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 
JTTP for Patient Movement in Joint Operations 

Agility is one of the fundamentals of joint warfare. Agility, the ability to move quickly and 
easily, should characterize our operations. Agility is relative; the aim is to be more agile than 
the foe. Agility is not primarily concerned with speed itself, but about timeliness: thinking, 
planning, communicating, and acting faster than the enemy can effectively react. Operating 
on a more accelerated time scale than the enemy's can expand our options while denying 
opponents options that they deem important. 
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AGILITY 

Agility has different perspectives based on the level of war (strategic, operational, or tactical). 
At each of these levels, operations on land and sea, undersea, and in the air and space must 
achieve a synchronized timing and rapid tempo that overmatch the opponent. 

Strategic agility requires properly focused logistic support and a smoothly functioning 
defense transportation system. Forward-deployed forces, prepositioning, and the ability to 
deploy forces rapidly from the United States, and redeploy them as necessary within and 
between theaters, also enhance strategic agility. 

The interaction of air, land, and sea forces contributes powerfully to operational agility, as 
shown by the example of the Solomon Islands campaigns provided below. The ability to 
integrate and exploit the various capabilities of a joint force can disorient an enemy who is 
weak in one or more of the dimensions of warfare, helping to create a mismatch between 
what the foe anticipates and what actually occurs. This mismatch can lead to shock, panic, 
and demoralization, especially in the minds of the enemy leadership. 
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AIR CORRIDOR 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPl Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

AIR CORRIDOR 

An air corridor is a procedural airspace control measure. It is a restricted air route of travel 
specified for use by friendly (primarily Army) aircraft and established to prevent friendly 
forces from firing on friendly aircraft. Air corridor procedures are used to route aviation 
combat elements between such areas as forward anning and refueling points, holding areas, 
and battle positions. Altitudes of an air corridor do not exceed the coordinating altitude, if 
establis.hed. 

If a coordinating altitude has been established, an air corridor is implemented by the using 
authority. If a coordinating altitude has not been established, an air corridor is established by 
the airspace control authority at the request of the appropriate ground commander. 

Related Terms 
air defense; base defense; coordinating altitude; fighter engagement zone; high altitude missile 
engagement zone, high-density airspace control zone, joint engagement zone, low-altitude 
missile engagement zone; positive identification radar advisory zone; restricted operations 
area; short range air defense engagement zone; weapons engagement zone 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

AIR DEFENSE 

Integration of Combat Zone Airspace Control and Air Defense Operations. Because 
these two areas would conflict and interfere with each other if operating independently, 
prioritization and integration of each mission is essential. Ultimately, the airspace control 
function must be performed in close conformity with air defense operations. Airspace control 
procedures will be used to assist in aircraft identification, facilitate engagement of enemy 
aircraft, and provide safe passage of friendly aircraft. 
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AIRDROP 

Air defense units must be free to engage hostile aircraft within prescribed rules of 
engagement. However, procedures may need to be established within the combat zone airspace 
control system to allow identification of friendly aircraft, not cause delays in offensive 
operations, and prevent fratricide. These procedures need to be simple to execute for both 
aircrews and ground operations personnel and may include visual, electronic, geographic, 
and/or maneuver means for sorting friend from foe. Air defense operations should not cause 
delays in air operations by creating an unnecessarily complicated or lengthy air route structure. 
Likewise, airspace control measures should not unduly restrain surface-to- air weapons systems 
so as to put them at increased risk of enemy air attack. Characteristics of procedures used to 
deconflict in time and space, coordinate and integrate the activities of all users of airspace 
(including fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft) are shown in the figure above. 

Air defense systems might be overwhelmed by massed enemy attacks across limited 
geographic areas along the front. Therefore, highly flexible airspace control procedures need 
to be devised to anticipate the perceived threat. The procedures should allow coordinated 
employment of air and land or maritime air defense systems against the threat and use the 
inherent flexibility of air defense airborne platforms to mass forces to meet the enemy attackers. 
However, the problem of separating friendly and enemy aircraft during the heat of battle and 
employing land- or maritime-based air defenses against these enemy elements is a highly 
complex task. 

Related Terms 
active air defense; passive air defense 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

AIRDROP 

General. The airdrop system should be designed to be responsive in supporting 
requirements. Airdrop resupply is a joint action between the Air Force component and the 
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AIRDROP 

component being supported. Supported components are responsible for providing required 
supplies, rigging them for airdrop, and delivering them to the departure airfield. The supported 
component is also responsible for loading the supplies onto the airdrop aircraft under 
supervision of Air Force personnel. 

Units requesting airdrop resupply have responsibilities to accomplish both before and after 
sub~ission of airdrop requests. Before submitting requests, units determine the supplies and 
equipment needed, location of drop zone, and time and date airdrop is desired. 

After airdrop requests are submitted, units prepare and secure the drop zone and control 
the drop zone in the absence of an Air Force combat control team, recover airdropped supplies 
and equipment, and recover, retrograde, or destroy airdrop equipment. 
. 1)rpes ofEquipmeniAirdrop. (See figure below.) 

Free Drop. Free drop is airdrop without a parachute or retarding device in which the load 
descends at a rate of 130 to 150 feet per second. Energy-dissipatingmaterial around the load 
lessens the shock when the load hits the ground. Items that may be free-dropped include 
fortification or barrier material, bales of clothing, and meals ready to eat. 

High-Velocity Drop. Ring-slot cargo, cargo extraction, and pilot parachutes are used to 
stabilize loads for high-velocity airdrop. The parachute has enough drag to hold the load 
upright during the descent at 70 to 90 feet per second. Items to be high-velocity airdropped 
are placed on energy-dissipating material and rigged in an airdrop container. Such items 
might include subsistence, fuel products, and ammunition. 

Low-Velocity Drop. Cargo parachutes are used for low-velocity airdrop. Items are rigged 
on an airdrop platform or in an airdrop container. Energy-dissipatingmaterial placed beneath 
the load lessens the shock when the load hits the ground. Cargo parachutes attached to the 
load reduce the rate of descent to no more than 28 feet per second. Fragile materiel, vehicles, 
and artillery may be low-velocity airdropped. 
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aerial deli very 

JP 3-17 

AIR EFFORT 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AIRLAND DELIVERY 

A portion of the total joint force air effort is available for joint air operations. The air 
capabilities/forces made available for joint force air component commander (JFACC) or 
joint force commander (JFC) (under the JFC staff option) planning and tasking are determined 
by the JFC, in consultation with component commanders, and based on the assigned objectives 
and the concept of operations. 

Component commanders make capabilities/forces available to the JFC for tasking to support 
tJ:te joint force as a whole based on assigned component missions and JFC guidance. These 
capabilities/forces are tasked directly by the JFC or by the JFACC based on the JFC's air 
apportionmentdecision. · 

Only the JFC has the authority to reassign, redirect, or reallocate a component's direct 
support air capabilities/forces. When a component does not have the organic air capabilities/ 
forces to support their assigned mission, the JFACC or JFC will task available joint air 
capabilities/forces (through the joint air tasking order (ATO)) based on the JFC's air 
apportionment decision. An understanding of what defmes component direct support air 
capabilities/forces and joint air capabilities/forces is necessary. Component direct support 
air capabilities/forces are those air capabilities/forcesorganic to a component that are used by 
the component to accomplish its assigned mission. When appropriate, they appear on the 
joint ATO for coordination and deconfliction purposes. 

Related Terms 
joint force air component commander 

Joint Source Publications 
JP 3-56.1 Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

AIRLAND DELIVERY 

There are two types of airland operations that provide transportation within a theater or 
joint operations area. The first is the routine movement of personnel and equipment within 
the theater during peacetime or contingency operations. The second type is the airlanding of 
combat forces directly into an objective area as the situation allows. 

In the.airland delivery method, airlifted personnel and materiel are disembarked, unloaded, 
or unslung from an aircraft after it has landed or, in the case of vertical takeoff and landing 
aircraft, after it at least has entered a hover. Airland delivery is usually the most efficient 
delivery method because it allows a greater degree of unit integrity and capability to rapidly 
employ units after landing; it carries the least risk of injuring personnel and damaging loads; 
it requires minimal specialized training and equipment for transported personnel; it seldom 
requires special rigging of materiel; and it permits the maximum utilization of allowable 
cabin loads by eliminating the volume and weight penalties of preparing loads for airdrop 
deliveries. Another advantage of the airland delivery method is that it maximizes the 
opportunity to backhaul or evacuate cargo and personnel. 

The principal disadvantages of airland operations are they require airfields or landing zones 
that are moderately level or unobstructed and may or may not be available or adequate for the 
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AIRLIFT COORDINATION CELL 

anticipated operation; they may increase mission intervals depending on airfield size, offload 
equipment availability, and airfield support capability; they require more time for delivery of 
a given size force than parachute delivery; they normally require airlift mission support such 
as ground-handling and transportation assets; and they may prolong and intensify the exposure 
of the aircraft operating at forward fields to ground or air attacks. However, because the 
operational tactics and rapid offloading techniques of various theater airlift aircraft can 
minimize these disadvantages, planners should view airland delivery as the option of first 
choice for most air movements. 

aerial delivery 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AIRLIFT COORDINATION CELL 

The exact organization of the airlift coordination cell (ALCC) will be dependent upon the 
requirements of the joint force commander (JFC) and in the joint force air component 
commander's (JFACC's) (or Air Force component commander's (AFCC's)) concept of 
organizing and operating the joint air operations center (JAOC). Normally, the ALCC will 
consist of an airlift plans branch, an airlift operations branch, and an airlift support branch. 
These airlift elements, though consolidated in the ALCC, will coordinate with various air 
operations center planning and operational elements. The JFACC normally exercises control 
of the ALCC through the JAOC director. As part of the JAOC director's staff, the Chief, 
ALCC, plans, coordinates, and manages the execution of theater airlift operations with assigned 
forces. The ALCC will coordinate with the air mobility element (AME), (or Air Mobility 
Command's tanker airlift control center, if no AME is established in theater), the joint 
movement center, and the director of mobility forces if designated. In those cases where the 
JFACC is other than Air Force, the JFC should task the AFCC to augment the Chief, ALCC, 
with knowledgeable personnel to support operations in the JAOC. 

Related Terms 
air mobility element; air operations center; director of mobility forces 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-17 JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AIRLIFT MISSION COMMANDER 
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AIR MOBILITY ELEMENT 

The airlift mission commander establishes control through the combat control team of all 
air traffic movement (traffic pattern, landing, taxi, parking, and takeoff) at Air Force operated 
landing zones, and also is responsible for movement control of ground vehicles at these 

· locations and space allocation for operations and living areas. 
Related Terms 

joint force air component commander 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 3-17 JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AIR LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

Airlift's primary mission is to establish air lines of communications (ALOCs) between air 
terminals, as required for operations. The United States establishesALOCs by coordinating 
the operations of three distinct components of airlift forces. Strategic airlift forces (also 
called intertheateror global airlift forces) primarily provide common-user airlift into theater 
terminals from outside the theater. Theater airlift forces primarily provide common-user lift 
between terminals within a theater. Organic airlift forces, drawn mainly from Service elements, 
are not common-user assets, and primarily provide specialized lift to specific users, usually 
between terminals within a theater. 

Related Terms 
lines of communications 

JP 3-17 
Source Joint Publications 

JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

AIR MOBILITY ELEMENT 

The air mobility element (AME) deploys to the theater as an extension of the Air Mobility 
Command (AMC) Tactical Air Command Center, when requested. It coordinates with the 
theater airlift management system and collocates with the air operations center (or joint or 
combat air operations center) whenever possible. It provides coordination and interface of 
the strategic air mobility system (airlift and air refueling) with the theater air logistic system. 
The AME assists and advises the Director of Mobilization Forces, when established, on 
matters concerning strategic air mobility assets. AMC retains operational control of the 
AME and will organize and manage the AME to support the geographic combatant 
commander's airlift requirements in consonance with US Transportation Commander's global 
requirements. The corporate efforts of the AME, airlift control center, and the Tanker Cell 
ensure the seamless execution of air mobility operations in support of the theater. 

Related Terms 
Director of Mobility Forces 

JP4-01.1 
Source Joint Publications 

JTTPfor Airlift Support to Joint Operations 
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AIR MOVEMENT PLAN 

As part of the overall planning for an operation involving air movement, air movement 
planning is developed from the objective area back to the existing disposition of forces 
(backward planning). The sequence is as follows: overall tactical plan; landing plan; air 
movement plan; and marshalling plan. 

The overall tactical plan for an operation is the basis for all other planning. It covers the 
concept of operations and the scheme of maneuver. It includes a determination of strength 
and composition of the forces required to accomplish assigned tasks and a supporting logistics 
plan. Until the overall tactical plan is complete, other planning cannot be finalized. 

The air movement plan covers the phase of the air movement operation from the time units 
begin loading aircraft until they arrive at the objective. The air movement plan lists takeoff 
time, flight routes, and order of flight and arrival times at drop zones (DZs) and landing zones 
(LZs). It facilitates timely delivery of units to the objective area in accordance with the 
landing plan. 

Air movement plans are coordinated with elements of plans. The combat control personnel, 
communications equipment, and navigational aids required for assault, follow-on, resupply, 
and withdrawal operations are established on the airfield, LZ or DZ. 

The air movement table forms the principal part of the air movement plan. It contains the 
essential elements of the air movement plan, as listed in. the figure below. 

ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS OF THE AIR MOVEMENT PLAN 

1. Departure airfield for each serial. 
2. Number of aircraft for each serial. 
3. Chalk numbers for each aircraft, serial, and departure airfield. 
4. Unit identity of the airlift element. 
5. Name and rank of each US Air Force serial commander. 
6. Employment method for each aircraft airlanding, personnel drop, heavy equipment drop, 

container delivery system, and extraction. · 
7. Ground unit identity. 
8. Name and rank of each assault force commander. 
9. Load times. 
1 0. Station times. 
11. Takeoff times. 
12. Designated primary and alternate landing zones or drop zones for each serial. 
13. Time over target/arrival for the lead aircraft. 
14. Remarks (include special instructions, key equipment, and location of key members of 

the chain of command. 

landing plan 

JP 3-17 
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AIR OPERATIONS CENTER 

The air operations center (AOC) is the Air Force component commander's (AFCC 's) means 
of turning the joint force commander's guidance into a component air operations plan. It 
allocates resources and tasks forces through air tasking orders. In joint operations, the Joint 
Air Operations Center is collocated with the AOC if the AFCC is the joint force air component 
commander. 

Related Terms 
joint air operations center; theater air control system 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-09.3 JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 

AIRSPACE CONTROL IN THE COMBAT ZONE 

General. Using current US national military objectives and assigned missions as a baseline, 
the joint force commander (JFC) develops area of responsibility/jointoperations area (A OR/ 
JOA)-specificconcepts for combat zone airspace control operations to aid in accomplishing 
these objectives. Procedures to implement these concepts must take into consideration the 
likelihood of multinational warfare. As such, they should consider the need for developing 
doctrine and procedures to ensure compatibility and interoperabilityof support systems and 
methods to handle potential alliances and coalitions. US forces participating in multinational 
operations also may be· subject to command arrangements and authorities established in 
international agreements. 

Combat zone airspace control increases combat effectiveness by promoting the safe, efficient, 
and flexible use of airspace with a minimum of restraint placed upon the friendly airspace 
users. Airspace control includes coordinating, integrating, and regulatingairspace to increase 
operational effectiveness; however, the airspace control authority does not have the authority 
to approve! disapprove, or deny combat operations that is vested only in operational 
commanders. Combat zone airspace control needs to provide a commander the operational 
flexibility to employ forces effectively in a joint or multinational campaign or operation. 

Fundamental Considerations. The basic principles of war and the commander's concept 
of operations are the cornerstone of operations. The primary objective of combat zone airspace 
control is to maximize the effectiveness of combat operations without adding undue restrictions 
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and with minimal adverse impact on the capabilities of any Service or functional component. 
Other fundamental considerations are shown in the figure below. 

Basic Principles. The airspace control system supporting joint force operations must be 
based on the principle of unity of effort. A coordinated and integrated .combat airspace 
control system is essential to successful operations. A major reason for close coordination 
between airspace control, air traffic control, and area air defense elements is to reduce the risk 
of fratricide and balance those risks with the requirements for an effective air defense. 
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Identification requirements for airspace control must be compatible with those for air defense. 
Combat zone airspace control, air defense, military air traffic control, and supporting command, 
control, communications, and computers (C4) procedures, equipment, and terminology need 
to be compatible and mutually supporting and should be interoperable. 

Common combat zone airspace control procedures within the joint force AOR/JOA enhance 
the effectiveness of air operations. These procedures need to allow maximum flexibility 
through an effective mix of positive and procedural control measures. The control structure 
needs to permit close coordination between land, maritime, special operations forces, and air 
operations and allow rapid concentration of combat power in a specific portion of airspace in 
minimum time. Procedural control needs to be uncomplicated and readily accessible to all 
aircrews, air traffic controllers, air defense weapons controllers, and airspace controllers. 

The airspace control system in the combat zone must have a reliable, jam-resistant, and, 
where appropriate, secure C4 network. However, care must be exercised to avoid control 
procedures that rely heavily on voice communications. Emphasis should be placed on simple, 
flexible air traffic control schemes, and "in the blind" procedures. 

Airspace control systems in the combat zone need to be durable and redundant because 
they are likely to be prime targets for an attacker. The airspace control structure in the 
combat zone needs to be responsive to evolving enemy threat conditions and to the evolving 
operation. 

Combat zone airspace control is a compromise between a wide variety of conflicting 
demands for airspace use. Flexibility and simplicity must be emphasized throughout to 
maximize the effectiveness of forces operating within the system. Combat zone airspace 
control needs to be capable of supporting day or night and all-weatheroperations. 

In summary, the combat zone airspace control procedures must prevent mutual interference 
from all users of the airspace, facilitate air defense identification, and safely accommodate 
and expedite the flow of all air traffic in the theater of operations. In accomplishing these 
broad tasks, the basic principles of war and the JFC's concept of operations remain the 
cornerstones of operations. 

Organization. The following descriptions of broad duties are central to effective airspace 
control in the combat zone. Further, complete understanding of the role of the JFC, the joint 
force air component commander (JFACC), the component commanders, the airspace control 
authority (ACA), the area air defense commander (AADC), and fire support coordination 
agencies and the roles that they play in executing the JFC's campaign or operation plan is 
essential. 

Joint Force Commander. A combatant commander exercises combatant command 
(command authority) and a subordinate JFC exercises operational control (OPCON) over 
assigned forces. The JFC normally exercises OPCON over attached forces, unless otherwise 
specified in the establishing directive. The JFC is responsible for employment of forces 
assigned, attached, or otherwise made available to accomplish the assigned mission or objective 
according to guidance provided by the establishing commander. Key to the JFC's 
responsibilities is the development of objectives and priorities for the joint force. Objectives 
and priorities provide the basis for all subordinate and supporting plans, including the airspace 
control plan. Finally, the JFC provides authoritative direction to subordinate commanders 
that includes assigning objectives, priorities, and tasks. For air operations, this includes 
general and specific direction on the objectives and priorities. 

Joint Force Air Component Commander. The JFC will normally designate a JFACC, 
whose authority and responsibilities are defined by the establishingJFC based on the JFC's 
estimate of the situation. The JFACC's responsibilities normally will include, but are not 
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limited to, planning, coordinating, allocating, and tasking based on the JFC's concept of' 
operations and air apportionment decision. Because of the integrated relationship between 
airspace control measures and air defense operations, ACA and AADC duties normally should 
be performed by the same person, who may also be the JFACC. Normally, the JFACC will be 
the Service component commander who.has the preponderance of the air assets to be used 
and the ability to assume that responsibility. 

Component Commanders. The component commander advises the JFC on the employment 
of component forces and the direction and control of those forces. Each component commander 
plans and executes a portion of the total air effort and interacts with other components. Subject 
to the authority of the JFC, each component commander within a joint force is responsible 
for the following: 

• Employs air defense weapon systems in accordance with the principles established in 
the Joint Pub 3-01 series, Joint Pub 3-04, "Doctrine for Joint Maritime Operations (Air)," 
established rules of engagement, and the area air defense plan. 

• Coordinates and deconflicts the employment of assigned and attached forces with other 
subordinate commands as required by the operational situation. Coordination for combat 
zone airspace control may be facilitated through collocation of key airspace control, air 
defense, and fire support coordination agencies. 

• Provides airspace control in areas designated by the ACA in accordance with directives 
and/or procedures in the airspace control plan (ACP) .. Be prepared to provide airspace 
control in other areas designated by the ACA when combat or other factors degrade the 
airspace control system. 

• Forwards requests for airspace control measures to the ACA in accordance with the 
ACP. 

• Develops detailed airspace control instructions, plans, and procedures in acc.ordance 
with guidance in the ACP. These detailed instructions, plans, and procedures need to be 
coordinated by the ACA to ensure consistency with JFC-approved airspace control 
guidance and approved in accordance with directives and/or procedures in the ACP. 

• Provide necessary facilities and personnel for airspace control functions in assigned 
areas of operations and identify these facilities and personnel to the ACA for inclusion 
in theACP. 

Airspace Control Authority. The JFC designates the ACA. The broad responsibilities of 
the ACA include coordinating and integrating the use of the airspace control area. Subject to 
the authority and approval of the JFC, the ACA develops broad policies and procedures for 
airspace control and for the coordination required among units within the AOR/JOA. The 
ACA establishes an airspace control system that is responsive to the needs of the JFC, provides 
for integration of the airspace control system with that of the host nation, and coordinates and 
deconflicts user requirements. The ACA develops the ACP and, after JFC approval, 
promulgates it throughout the AOR/JOA. Implementation of the ACP is through the airspace 
control order (ACO) which must be complied with by all components, as described in Joint 
Pub 3-56.1, "Command and Control For Joint Air Operations." A key responsibility of the 
ACA is to provide the flexibility needed within the airspace control system to meet contingency 
situations that necessitate rapid employment of forces. Finally, centralized direction by the 
ACA does not imply assumption of operational control or tactical control over any air assets. 
Matters on which the ACA is unable to obtain agreement will be referred to the JFC for 
resolution. 

Area Air Defense Commander. The JFC will normally designate an AADC. The successful 
conduct of air defense operations requires the integrated operation of all available air defense 
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systems. Air defense operations must be coordinated with other operations, both on and over 
land and sea. The responsibilities of the AADC are interrelated with those of the ACA. 
Preferably, one individual will be assigned the responsibilities of the AADC and the ACA. 
If, however, this is not the case, close coordination between the AADC and ACA is absoiutely 

. essential. The AADC develops the area air defense plan and, after JFC approval, promulgates 
it throughout the AOR/JOA. For a detailed discussion of the AADC, see Joint Pubs in the 
3-01 series. 

Planning for Airspace Control ~n the Combat Zone. The following broad principles of 
planning (see figure below) are essential to effective combat zone airspace control: 

• Support the Joint Force. The airspace control system in the combat zone must be planned 
and integrated to meet and complement the JFC's campaign or operation plan. 

• Interoperability. Combat zone airspace control needs to be exercised in both the multi­
Service and in the multi-nation environments in peacetime to operate effectively during 
conflict. Planning for combat zone airspace control must include planning for 
interoperabilityof equipment, as well as personnel and terminology .. 

• Mass and Timing. Planning for COD?-bat zone airspace control needs to include the aircraft 
traffic volume needed for the anticipated offensive operations and the timing constraints 
placed on those operations. Planning also needs to be fully integrated with the needs of 
air defense operations to respond quickly and with adequate force to enemy intrusion. 

• Unity of Effort. Proper liaison between joint force components should be identified and 
exercised prior to hostilities. Representatives from different components need to integrate 
information flow throughout the system and provide expertise to the designated combat 
zone airspace control authorities. 

• Integrated Planning Cycles. The air~ pace planning cycle should be integrated with the 
planning cycle for the joint campaign or operation plan. Input from all organizations 
invol vedin the conflict must be consolidated, and the final airspace control plan devised 
and disseminated to users in the ACO. The ACP can be added as an appendix to the 
operations annex to the joint force operation plan. 

• Degraded Operations. Plans should anticipate the effects of electronic warfare and 
· communications degradation on system operations. An effective combat zone airspace 
control system needs to plan for the full spectrum of communications from no degradation 
to full degradation. Plans also should consider the effects of weather and darkness. 

Integration of Combat Zone Airspace Control and Air Defense Operations. Because 
these two areas would conflict and interfere with each other if operating independently, 
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prioritization and integration of each mission is essential. Ultimately, the airspace control 
function must be performed in close conformity with air defense operations. Airspace control 
procedures will be used to assist in aircraft identification, facilitate engagement of enemy 
aircraft, and provide safe passage of friendly aircraft. 

Air defense units must be free to engage hostile aircraft within prescribed rules of engagement. 
However, procedures may need to be established within the combat zone airspace control 

· system to allow identification of friendly aircraft, not cause delays in offensive operations, 
and prevent fratricide. These procedures need to be simple to execute for both aircrews and 
ground operations personnel and may include visual, electronic, geographic, and/or maneuver 
means for sorting friend from foe. Air defense operations should not cause delays in air 
operations by creating an unnecessarily complicated or lengthy air route structure. Likewise, 
airspace control measures should not unduly restrain surface-to- air weapons systems so as to 
put them at increased risk of enemy air attack. Characteristics of procedures used to deconflict 
in time and space, coordinate and integrate the activities of all users of airspace (including 
fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft) are shown .in the figure below. 

Air defense systems might be overwhelmed by massed enemy attacks across limited 
geographic areas along the front. Therefore, highly flexible airspace control procedures need 
to be devised to anticipate the perceived threat. The procedures should allow coordinated 
employment of air and land or maritime air defense systems against the threat and use the 
inherent flexibility of air defense airborne platforms to mass forces to meet the enemy attackers. 
However, the problem of separating friendly and enemy aircraft during the heat of battle and 
employing land- or maritime-based air defenses against these enemy elements is a highly . 
complex task. 

Related Terms 
area air defense commander; joint force air component commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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AIR TASKING ORDER 

The joint air tasking cycle provides a repetitive process for the planning, coordination, 
allocation, and tasking of joint air missions/sorties and accommodates changing tactical 
situations or joint force commander (JFC) guidance as well as requests for support from 
other component commanders. The full joint air tasking order (ATO) cycle from JFC guidance 
to the start of ATO execution is dependent on the JFC's procedures, but each ATO period 
usually covers a 24-hour period. The joint ATO matches specific targets compiled by the 
joint force air component commander (JFACC)/JFC staff with the capabilities/forces made 
available to the JFACC for the given joint ATO day. 

Related Terms 
joint air tasking cycle; joint force air component commander; special instructions 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-56.1 Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

ALERT ORDER 

A Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) ALERT ORDER is a formal, crisis action 
planning-prescribed order approved by the Secretary of Defense and transmitted to the 
supported commander and other members of the joint planning ~d ·execution community 
(JPEC) to announce the course of action (COA) selected by the National Command Authorities 
and to initiate execution planning. The CJCS ALERT ORDER describes the selected COA 
in sufficient detail to allow the supported commander, in coordination with other members of 
the JPEC, to conduct the detailed planning required to deploy forces. It will contain guidance 
to amplify or change earlier guidance provided in the CJCS WARNING ORDER. 

Related Terms 
course of action; crisis action planiring; execution planning 

Source Joint Publications 
JPS-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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ALLIANCE 

Multinational operations, both those that include combat and those that do not, are conducted 
within the structure of an alliance or coalition. An alliance is a result of formal agreements 
between two or more nations for broad, long:..term objectives. The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization is one example. These alliance operations are technically combined operations, 
though in common usage combined is often used as synonym for all multinational operations. 
A coalition is an ad hoc arrangement between two or more nations for common action, for 
instance, the coalition that defeated Iraqi aggression against Kuwait in the Gulf War, 1990-
1991. 

Joint operations as part of an alliance or coalition require close cooperation among all 
forces and can serve to mass strengths, reduce vulnerabilities, and provide legitimacy. 
Effectively planned and executed multinational operations should, in addition to achieving 
common objectives, facilitate unity of effort without diminishing freedom of action and 
preserve unit integrity and uninterrupted support. 

Each multinational operation is unique, and key considerations involved in planning and 
conducting multinational operations vary with the international situation and perspectives, 
motives, and values of the organization's members. Whereas alliance members typically 
have common national political and economic systems, coalitions often bring together nations 
of diverse cultures for a limited period of time. As long as the coalition members perceive 
their membership and participation as advancing their individual national interests, the coalition 
can remain intact. At the point that national objectives or priorities diverge, the coalition 
breaks down. 

The Armed Forces of the United States should be prepared to operate within the framework 
of an alliance or coalition under other-than-US leadership. Following, contributing, and 
supporting are important roles in multinational operations often as important as leading. 
However, US forces will often be the predominant and most capable force within an alliance 
or coalition and can be expected to play a central leadership role, albeit one founded on 
mutual respect. Stakes are high, requiring the military leaders of member nations to emphasize 
common objectives as well as mutual support and respect. 

Related Terms 
coalition; multinational operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

ALLOCATION REQUEST 
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Allocation (Air). Following the joint force commander's (JFC's) air apportionment 
decision, the joint force air component commander/joint force commander (JFACC/JFC) 
staff translates that decision into total number of sorties by aircraft or weapon type available 
for each operation/task they support. On the basis of .the JFCs air apportionment decision, 
internal requirements, and air support request messages, each air capable. component prepares 
an allocation request(ALLOREQ) message for transmission to the JFACC/JFC staff (normally 
not less than 24 hours prior to the air tasking day). ALLOREQ messages report the number 
of joint air sorties to be flown during the air tasking day by assigned mission and type aircraft; 
excess sorties not required by the air capable component and available for taskings by the 
JFACC/JFC staff; and request for additional air support beyond the capability of the air 
c;:tpable component. 

Allotment. The joint air operations center (J AOC) reviews each air capable component's 
allocation decision/ ALLOREQmessage and may prepare a sortie allotment (SORTIEALOT) 
message back to the components as required, in accordance with established operations plans 
guideline. If SORTIEALOT messages are not used, the JAOC can pass the information 
normally contained in the SORTIEALOT by other means (e.g., contingency theater automated 
planning system, through component liaisons). The SORTIEALOT message confirms (and 
where necessary modifies) the ALLOREQ and provides general guidance for planning joint 
air operations. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

ALL-SOURCE INTELLIGENCE 

Information and intelligence from all sources, including counterintelligence, (see figure 
below) must be evaluated, correlated, and integrated into products that present the most 
complete, accurate, and objective views possible. Joint operations in particular require 
complete and composite views of the situation and an adversary's land, sea, air, and space 
forces. Having access to and using all sources of information and intelligence is essential to 
understanding the actual situation. Single-source intelligence analysis may lead to incomplete 
assessmen~. Use of the all-source concept and methodology will reduce the risks of deception. 
It will also become the basis for the nomination and development of countermeasures against 
hostile intelligence and operations. 

All-source intelligence fusion must begin with collection and production planning. Each 
source can provide useful information and cues for collection and exploitation through other 
sources. All-source intelligence dissemination in support of joint operations at the national, 
theater, and subordinate joint force levels will be via Joint Worldwide Intelligence 
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Communications System (JWICS) and Joint Deployable Intelligence Support System (JDISS). 
These systems support the production, dissemination, and display of fused intelligence critical 
to theater battle management. 

The architecture provides access to data from national, theater and tactical intelligence 
organizations and sources primarily from a "push-pull" system. A "pull" concept will result 
in joint force commanders (JFCs) receiving only high-quality, relevant intelligence based on 
their mission and phase of the operation. The "pull" capability is designed to prevent 
comrimnicationscircuit saturation. In addition, time-sensitive intelligence will be "pushed" 
to JFCs and components via dedicated broadcast~ in response to preplanned essential elements 
of information. Automated data processing interoperability with force level systems will be 
accomplished by JDISS integration. Through JWICS connectivity, intelligence production 
at the national level can be shared in near real time with the JFC. 

Automated processing and seamless connectivity at all levels allow intelligence analysts at 
all levels access to imagery and multiple data bases while concurrently producing intelligence 
products .in response to specific mission requirements. This up, down, and across echelon 
interface among strategic, operational, and tactical intelligence organizations is the backbone 
for joint intelligence dissemination. 
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Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

AMPHIBIOUS DEMONSTRATION 

General. The amphibious demonstration is intended to confuse the defender as to time, 
place, or strength of the main operation. In the amphibious objective area (AOA), an 
amphibious demonstration may be conducted in or near the landing area, in conjunction with 
an amphibious assault. In other cases, a demonstration may be conducted outside the AOA 
by a separate amphibious task force (ATF) to divert or immobilize enemy strategic reserve 
forces that could threaten the amphibious assault. The joint force commander (JFC) could, 
likewise, use the demonstration to divert enemy attention from other friendly nonamphibious 
operations in the theater of operations. 

Effectiveness of a demonstration increases in direct proportion to the degree of realism 
involved in its execution. It should neither be underplayed nor overplayed. It is crucial that 
the enemy receive a convincing impression of preparations for a landing. All visible, audible, 
and electronic aspects of the demonstration must appear to be authentic. A demonstration 
normally includes the approach of demonstration forces to the demonstration area, at least a 
part of the ship-to-shore movement, and employment of supporting fires. A brief but intense 
preliminary bombardment will usually be more effective than deliberate harassing fire over 
longer periods of time. A communications deception plan should be used. Special operations 
forces and tactical deception units may be employed. 

Demonstrations Within the Amphibious Objective Area. An amphibious demonstration 
may be conducted by a portion of the ATF within the AOA when it is intended to influence 
enemy action within that area. Its intended purpose may be to cause the enemy to employ its 
reserves improperly, to disclose weapon positions by inducing it to fire prematurely, to distract 
its attention, to place a~ early burden on its command, control, and communications system, 
to precipitate a general air or naval engagement, and/or to harass it. The decision to conduct 
such a demonstration is made during planning by the commander, amphibious task force 
(CATF), following consultation with the commander, landing force, and other major force 
commanders as appropriate. 

Demonstrations Outside the Amphibious Objective Area. An amphibious demonstration 
may be conducted outside the AOA to divert or immobilize enemy strategic reserves or other 
forces capabl~ of affecting the amphibious operation, to distract hostile attention from such 
an operation, or to precipitate a general air or naval engagement. Such a demonstration may 
be executed as a supporting operation by a separate ATE The time and place of the 
demonstration is decided by the JFC or higher authority on the basis of the recommendations 
ofCATF. 

Demonstrations in Support of Other Operations. An amphibious demonstration may 
be conducted with the intent of supporting other, nonamphibiousoperationsin the theater. A 
demonstration conducted before, during, or after commencement of another operation may 
distract the attention of enemy commanders and induce the enemy to divert major resources 
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from the main area of operations. The decision to conduct such a demonstration is made by 
the JFC or higher authority on the basis of the recommendations of CATF and other major 
force commanders as appropriate. 

Related Terms 
amphibious operation; amphibious raid 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-02 Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

AMPHIBIOUS OPERATION 

General. Amphibious operations are designed and conducted primarily to prosecute further 
combat operations, obtain a site for an advanced naval, land, or air base, deny use of an area 
or facilities to the enemy, and fix enemy forces and attention, providing opportunities for 
other combat operations. 

The essential usefulness of an· amphibious operation stems from its mobility and flexibility 
(i.e., the ability to concentrate balanced forces and strike with great strength at a selected 
point in the hostile defense system). The amphibious operation exploits the element of surprise 
and capitalizes on enemy weaknesses by projecting and applying combat power at the most 
advantageous location and time. The threat of an amphibio~s landing can induce enemies to 
divert forces, fix defensive positions, divert major resourcds to coastal defense, or disperse 
forces. Such a threat may result in the enemy making expensive and wasteful efforts in 
attempting to defend their coastlines. 

The salient requirement of an amphibious assault, which is the principal type of amphibious 
operation, is the necessity for swift, uninterrupted buildup of sufficient combat power ashore 
from an initial zero capability to full coordinated striking power as the attack progresses 
toward amphibious task force (ATF) final objectives. This requirement, although similar to 
those for an airborne or airmobile assault, dictates the organizational and technical differences 
between an amphibious operation and sustained land warfare. 

Other difficulties that must be considered and planned for when conducting an amphibious 
operation include the following: 

• Natural forces such as unfavorable weather, seas, surf, and features of hydrography. 
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• Technical, operational, and logistic problems associated with loading large numbers of 
troops, equipment, and supplies onto ships (sometimes at geographically separated 
embarkation points). 

• Moving the landing force (LF) to the landing area. 
• Landing the LF in the proper sequence on open beaches or landing zones, often while 

under fire. The LF is especially vulnerable during the ship-to-shore movement. 
• Combatting possible employment of nuclear, biological, or chemical weapons by the 

enemy. This requires use of effective countermeasures, both active and passive, during 
all stages of the operation. 

• Ensuring close cooperation and detailed coordination among all participating forces in 
an amphibious operation. Forces involved must train together, each possessing a clear 
understanding of mutual obligations and the special capabilities and limitations of every 
other element of the ATF. 

Command and Organization. Forces assigned to conduct an amphibious operation are 
organized as an ATF or, when the criteria for a joint task force (JTF) are met, a joint amphibious 
task force (JATF). Other forces may be directed to provide support to the ATF. 

When the ATF is organized as a joint force, organization and command relationships will 
be in accordance with the general principles set forth in Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action 
Armed Forces (UNAAF)," and Joint Pub 3-0, "Doctrine for Joint Operations." When the 
ATF is not specifically organized as a JTF, i.e., JATF, it is normally a subordinate command 
of the Navy component of a combatant or subordinantjoint force command structure. The 
criteria for deciding on task force organization are the Service composition of the force and 
the desires of the joint force commander. In either case, the commander, amphibious task 
force (CATF) will retain responsibility for, and operational control of, forces assigned to the 
ATFandJATF. 

In accordance with Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF)," the 
composition of the CATF staff will reflect the organizational form of the assigned forces. 
Relationships of CATF and commander, landing force (CLF) with other commands will be 
the subject of specificinstructioncontainedin the initiating directive. 

The commander, amphibious task force may exercise tactical control 
over attached forces for specific operations. 
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The complexity of amphibious operations and the vulnerability of forces engaged in these 
operations require an exceptional degree of unity of effort and operational coherence. The 
difficulties involved in conducting amphibious operations will normally dictate that the 
combatant commander will participate in planning, theater integration, and support. During 
embarkation, rehearsal, movement, and assault, the CATF must exercise clear and unambiguous 
authority over assigned, attached, and supporting forces. When unforeseen contingencies 
arise, the combatant commander (and the commanders of participating and supporting forces) 
must establish and prepare on-call responses in anticipation of ATF and LF needs following 
the guidelines provided in operational plans and orders. The CATF and CLF should gain and 
maintain exceptional situational awareness using the best command, control, communications, 
and intelligence means available and exercise on-scene command and control through 
streamlined and highly reliable communications. 

Characteristics An amphibious operation is a military operation launched from the sea 
by naval and landing forces embarked in ships or craft involving a landing on a hostile or 
potentially hostile shore. It is directed by the combatant commander, subunifiedcommander, 
or JTF commander delegated overall responsibility for the operation. An amphibious operation 
requires extensive air participation and i.s characterized by closely integrated efforts of forces 
trained, organized, and equipped for different combat functions. 

l)rpes of Amphibious Operations. The principal type of amphibious operation is the 
amphibious assault, which is distinguished from other types of amphibious operations in that 
it involves establishing a force on a hostile or potentially hostile shore. 

Other types of amphibious operations that do not involve establishing an LF on a hostile or 
potentially hostile shore are as follows: · 

• AIJlphibious Withdrawal. An amphibious operation involving the extraction of forces 
by sea in naval ships or craft from a hostile or potentially hostile shore. 

• Amphibious Demonstration. An amphibious operation conducted to deceive the enemy 
by a show of force with the expectation of deluding the enemy into a course of action 
unfavorable to it. 

• Amphibious Raid. An amphibious operation involving swift incursion into.or a temporary 
occupation of an objective followed by a planned withdrawal. Raids are conducted for 
such purposes as inflicting loss or damage; securing information; creating a diversion; 
capturing or evacuating individuals and/or materiel; executing deliberate deception 
operations; and destroying enemy information gathering systems to support operations 
security. 

Not all amphibious operations conducted can be included in the four types. Forces may be 
called upon to conduct nonconventional amphibious operations that may closely parallel one 
of the four types (e.g., noncombatant evacuation operations may closely parallel an amphibious 
raid). 

Supporting Operations. In amphibious operations, supporting operations are those 
operations conducted by forces other than those assigned to the ATE They are ordered by 
higher authority at the request of the CATF and normally are conducted outside the area for 
which the CATF is responsible at the time of their execution. Supporting operations conducted 
in the amphibious objective area (AOA) before or during the amphibious operation will be 
coordinated with CATF. Examples of supporting operations are as follows: 

• Military deception operations conducted to induce favorable enemy actions that contribute 
to the accomplishment of the ATF mission. 

• Isolation of the landing area by the conduct of interdiction operations. 
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• Operations designed to assist in gaining or maintaining air, ground, or naval superiority 
in the landing area. 

• Air, surface, subsurface, or special operations designed to secure information. 
• SpeCial operations designed to disrupt, delay, or confuse the enemy. 
• Mine countermeasures operations conducted in the vicinity of the intended landing area( s) 

before the establishment of the AOA. 
• Special operations, in and along the beachhead area( s) prior to the establishment of the 

AOA, to gather intelligence and/or clear obstacles. 
Preas sault operations are not supporting operations. Pre assault operations are conducted 

in the AOA by elements of the ATF before the arrival of the major assault elements. 
Relative Strength Requirements. To achieve success, an ATF should be assured in the 

landing area of naval superiority against enemy surface and subsurface forces, air superiority, 
and a substantial superiority over enemy forces ashore. In the face of compelling necessity, 
commanders may undertake an amphibious operation on the basis of a reasonable total 
superiority of force. For example, naval and air superiority may justify a landing even though 
the ATF does not possess the desired nu.merical superiority in ground forces, if friendly 
surface and air units can be used effectively against enemy forces to negate their advantage. 
In addition to a preponderance of forces within the landing area, an ATF should have reasonable 
assurance of freedom from effective interference by enemy surface, subsurface, air, or ground 
forces from outside the landing area, and the ability to provide continuous support for the 
forces ashore. 

Sequence. The amphibious assault follows a well defined pattern. This should not create 
significant difficulties for planners preparing for other types of amphibious operations, because 
this sequence of events or activities occurs to an equal or lesser degree in each of the other 
amphibious operations. 

The general sequence consists of planning, embarkation, rehearsal, movement to the landing 
area, assault, and accomplishment of the ATF mission. (See figure below.) While planning 
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occurs throughout the entire operation, it is normally dominant in the period before 
embarkation. Successive phases bear the title of the dominant activity taking place within 
the period covered. 

The organization for embarkation needs to provide for maximum flexibility to support 
alternate plans that may of necessity be adopted. The landing plan and the scheme of maneuver 
ashore are based on conditions and enemy capabilities existing in the AOA before embarkation 
of the LF. For instance, a change in conditions of US or enemy forces during the movement 
phase may cause changes in either plan with no opportunity for reloading the LF. In a 
situation such as this, the sequence of an amphibious operation changes to embarkation, 
movement, planning, rehearsal, and assault. The extent to which changes in the landing plan 
can be accomplished depends on the organization for embarkation. 

Planning. The planning phase denotes the period extending from the issuance of the initiating 
directive to embarkation. Although planning does not cease with the termination of this 
phase, it is useful to distinguish between the planning phase and subsequent phases because 
of the change that occurs in the relationship between commanders at the time the planning 
phase terminates and the operational phase begins. 

Embarkation. The embarkation phase is the period during which the forces, with their 
equipment and supplies, embark in assigned shipping. 

Rehearsal. The rehearsal phase is the period during which the prospective operation is 
rehearsed for the purpose of testing the adequacy of plans, the timing of detailed operations, 
and the combat readiness of participating forces; ensuring that all echelons are familiar with 
plans; and testing communications. 

Movement. The movement phase is the period during which various elements of the ATF 
move from points of embarkation to the AOA. This move may be via rehearsal, staging, or 
rendezvous areas. The movement phase is completed when the various elements of the ATF 
arrive at their assigned. positions in the AOA. 

Assault. The assault phase is the period· between the arrival of the major assault forces of 
the ATF in the landing area and the accomplishment of the ATF mission. 

Termination of an Amphibious Operation. The termination of the amphibious operation is 
predicated on the accomplishment of the ATF mission in accordance with the specific 
conditions contained in the initiating directive. 

When the mission is to establish the LF ashore, the following conditions must be met: 
• The beachhead is secured. 
• Sufficient tactical and supporting forces are established ashore to ensure the continuous 

landing of troops and material requisite for subsequent operations. 
• Command, communications, and supporting arms coordination facilities are established 

ashore. 
• CLF is ready to assume full responsibility for subsequent operations. 
When CATF and CLF are satisfied that the conditions stated above have been met, CATF 

will report these facts to the commander designated in the initiating directive. This authority 
will then terminate the amphibious operation; disestablish the AOA; dissolve the ATF; and 
provide additional instructions, as required, to include command arrangements and disposition 
of forces. 

Related Terms 
forcible entry operations 

JP 3-02 
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AMPHIBIOUS RAID 

General. Amphibious raids are conducted as independent operations or in support of 
other operations, such as another landing, land, or naval operation. Depending on the purpose 
of the raid, they may be conducted by stealth or appropriately supported so that they resemble 
the early stages of an amphibious assault. Generally, amphibious raids are conducted to 
accomplish the following: 

• Destroy certain targets, particularly those that do not lend themselves to destruction by 
other means. 

• Harass the enemy by attacks on isolated posts, patrols, and headquarters and to capture 
or neutralize key personnel. 

• Attack the enemy rear or flank positions on a seacoast, in support of forces engaged with 
the enemy. 

• Obtain information on hydrography, terrain, enemy dispositions, morale, strength, 
movements and weapons. 

• Create a diversion in connection with strategic or tactical deception operations. 
• Evacuate individuals, including agents, or materiel. 
• Establish, support, or coordinate unconventional warfare activities. 
Thorough, integrated rehearsals are essential to precision and speed in executing a raid. 

All participating forces must be drilled in every detail of debarkation, movement ashore, 
operations ashore, withdrawal, and reembarkation. Rehearsals are more important in 
preparation for amphibious raids than for other types of amphibious operations. Timing, 
critically important in all amphibious raids, cannot be accurately estimated or adhered to 
without adequate rehearsals. 

Planning Considerations. An amphibious raid is planned and executed in the same general 
manner as an amphibious assault, except a raid always includes provision for withdrawal of 
the raid force. The following factors must be considered when planning for an amphibious 
raid: 

• It may be unnecessary for selected beaches or landing zones (LZs) to meet all the 
requirements of an amphibious assault. In small-scaleraids, beaches or LZs are chosen 
from the point of view of ensuring tactical surprise. · 

• A raid will be of limited duration of a raid. 
• Final deployment of the raiding force may not be required until it reaches its objective 

ashore. 
• Limited objective and short duration of the amphibious raid will usually simplify logistic/ 

combat service support (CSS) requirements. 
• Through prearrangement, it may be possible for a small-scaleraid to be executed with 

very limited communications means. 
The following basic considerations must be considered when planning a raid: 
• Surprise is an essential ingredient in the success of an amphibious raid and offsets the 

lack of logistic and/or CSS and flre support normally associated with amphibious 
operations. 
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• Security during the planning and execution of a raid must receive particular attention, to 
include full exploitation of deceptive measures. Such deceptive measures may take the 
form of elaborate cover plans or may be confined to simple ruses. 

• The following factors will influence the choice of landing areas for the raiding force: 
enemy dispositions; sea approaches; hydrographic and beach characteristics; availability 
of LZs; and avenues of approach to the objective .. 

• Estimated time that the raiding force will have to be ashore may influence the choice of 
specific time an operation begins and, consequently, the conditions of visibility under 
which the raiding force may be landed. It will likewise affect the scope of logistic and/ 
or CSS arrangements that must be made. 

• Purpose of the raid, including its relation to other concurrent or imminent operations 
that it may support, will influence the selection of the day the raid is scheduled to 
commence. In addition, these same factors may affect the availability of shipping, aircraft, 
and logistic and/or CSS and/or fire support means for the raid. 

• Planning for the embarkation of forces assigned to participate in an amphibious raid is 
similar to preparation for the amphibious assault, including consideration of operational 
security measures. 

• Fire support planning is similar to that for an amphibious assault, except, where surprise 
is a major factor, supporting fires usually are withheld and radio silence is maintained 
until surprise is lost. 

• Planning for ship-to-shore movement is generally similar to that for an amphibious assault, 
except that movement may be made entirely by helicopter. 

• Withdrawal must be planned in detail including provisions as to time and place for 
reembarkation. If the landing point and withdrawal point are not the same, positive 
means of location and identification of the latter must be established. Special situations 
may permit planning for withdrawal of the raiding force directly into friendly territory 
without reembarkation. Withdrawal by air may be possible when the area of the raid 
includes a usable airfield or terrain suitable for landing helicopters. 

Related Terms 
amphibious operation 

JP 3-02 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

ANTISUBMARINE WARFARE 

Antisubmarine warfare (ASW) operations are conducted to deny effective use of enemy 
submarines. ASW involves the search for, localization and classification of, and attack on 
submarines and support assets at sea. The naval battle group antisubmarine warfare commander 
(ASWC) generally exercises tactical control (TACON) of local, direct support ASW assets 
such as maritime patrol aircraft, helicopters, towed array ships, and submarines in integrated 
direct support. Associated support aircraft, surface forces, and submarines generally do not 
come under the TACON of the battle group ASWC, but remain under the control of the 
composite warfare commander. The ASWC needs to effectively integrate all ASW assets 
(air, surface, and subsurface) to deal with both the tactical threat to the joint force and the 
strategic threat posed by ballistic missile submarines. An example of a joint maritime operations 
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(air) mission to support ASW includes electronic surveillance to aid in the identification of 
enemy submarines. 

JP 3-04 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Maritime Operations (Air) 

ANTITERRORISM 

Combatting terrorism involves actions, including antiterrorism (defensive measures used 
to reduce the vulnerability to terrorist acts) and counterterrorism (offensive measures taken 
to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorism), taken to oppose terrorism throughout the entire 
threat spectrum. (See figure below.) To meet the terrorist threat, an integrated and 
comprehensive antiterrorism program must be developed and implemented at every echelon 
of command. The program is designed to foster a protective posture in peacetime (i.e., units 
performing normal duties and serving in security assistance organizations, peacekeeping 
missions, or mobile training teams) that will carry over to a wartime environment. 

Antiterrorist measures are intended to identify and reduce the risk of loss or damage of 
potential targets and to develop procedures to detect and deter planned terrorist actions before 
they take place, thereby reducing the probability of a terrorist event. The measures also 
encompass the reactive or tactical stage of an incident, including direct contact with terrorists 
to end the incident with minimum loss of life and property. The antiterrorism program stresses 
deterrence of terrorist incidents through preventive measures common to all combatant 
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commands and Services. (See figure below.) The program addresses threat analysis; 
installation or unit criticality and vulnerability assessments; creation of a ~reat assessment 
based on the threat analysis and friendly vulnerabilities; operations security; personnel security; 
physical security; crisis management planning; employment of tactical measures to contain 
or resolve terrorist incidents; continuous training and education of personnel; and public 
affairs planning. 

Related Terms 
counterterrorism;force protection; terrorism 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07.2 JTTP for Antiterrorism 

APPORTIONMENT (AIR) 
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Air apportionment is the determination and assignment of the total expected effort by 
percentage and/or priority that should be devoted to the various air operations and/or geographic 
areas for a given period of time. Air apportionment allows the joint force commander (JFC) 
to ensure the weight of the joint air effort is consistent with campaign phases and objectives. 
Given the many functions that the joint air effort can perform, its area of responsibility/joint 
operations area-wide application, and its ability to rapidly shift from one function to another, 
JFCs pay particular attention to its apportionment. JFCs normally apportion the air effort by 
priority or percentage of effort into geographic areas, against mission-type orders, and/or by 
categoriessignificantforthe campaign. These categories can include, but are not limited to, 
strategic attack, interdiction, counterair, maritime support, and close air support. After 
consulting with other component commanders, the joint force air component commander/ 
JFC staff makes the air apportionment recommendation to the JFC. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

AREA AIR DEFENSE COMMANDER 

The joint force commander (JFC) will normally designate an area air defense commander 
(AADC). The successful conduct of air defense operations requires the integrated operation 
of all available air defense systems. Air defense operations must be coordinated with other 
operations, both on and over land and sea. The responsibilities of the joint force air component 
commander (JFACC), airspace control authority (ACA), and AADC are interrelated and 
should normally be assigned to one individual. The functions and responsibilities of the 
JFACC, ACA, and AADC must be integrated in order to unite joint air operations with joint 
airspace control and joint air defense operations in support of the JFC' s campaign. Designating 
one component commander as JFACC, AADC, and ACA may simplify coordination required 
to develop and execute fully integrated joint air operations. If conditions do not permit this 
assignment, then close coordination between all three positions is essential. The AADC 
develops the area air defense plan and, after JFC approval, promulgates it throughout the area 
of responsibility /jointoperations area. 

Related Terms 
air defense; area air defense plan 

JP 3-52 
JP 3-56.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 
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AREA AIR DEFENSE PLAN 

The area air defense commander develops the area air defense plan and, after JFC approval, 
promulgates it throughout the area of responsibility/jointoperations area. The area air defense 
plan needs to be written with detailed engagement procedures that are integral to the airspace 
control plan and operations in the combat zone. Combat zone airspace control and area air 
defense operations need to plan for operations in a degraded command, control, 
communications, and computers environment. Detailed engagement procedures and 
decentralizedcontrol procedures (as apply to air defense) are key to operations in a degraded 
environment. Air defense interface is critical to effective combat zone airspace control. The 
geographic arrangement of weapons and the location of specific types of air defense operations, 
as well as specific procedures for identification of aircraft, are important factors to include in 
the airspace control plan. Other key features to consider are listed in the figure below. 
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Related Terms 
area air defense commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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AREA DAMAGE CONTROL 

General. The improved destructivecapabilitiesof modem weapons systems significantly 
increase the need for effective. damage control. As shown in the figure below, effective 
planning, establishment of specific responsibilities, and use of all available assets are necessary 
to conduct area damage control (ADC) and to ensure prevention, containment, and rapid 
restoration of operations. 

Responsibilities. Joint rear area coordinator (JRAC). The JRAC coordinates with 
appropriate commanders and staffs to ensure ADC operations in the joint rear area are 
conducted in accordance with the joint force commander's (JFC's) directives and priorities. 

Component Commanders. Component commanders are responsible for ensuring ADC 
plans in their operational areas are developed, prioritized, coordinated, and executed in 
accordance with the JFC's priorities and concept of operations. 

Host Nation (HN). The HN, depending on applicable agreements, may have overall 
responsibility for ADC within their territorial boundaries. In these circumstances, US forces 
will retain responsibility for ADC within US base perimeters and be prepared to assist the 
HN within their unit capabilitieswith ADC operations outside US base perimeters. Assistance 
should be provided with the concurrence of the appropriate US command authority and 
should support the JFC's ADC priorities and concept of operations. 
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ADC Planning Requirements. Effective ADC planning is decentralized and executed at 
the lowest level. Base and base cluster defense plans should have ADC annexes identifying 
responsibilities, priorities, requirements, and procedures for conducting ADC operations. 
These plans will be coordinated and integrated at the component and subordinate command 
levels to ensure rapid response and efficient utilization of limitedADC assets. Vulnerability 
analysis is necessary to ensure that units and facilities are not positioned in such a manner 
that could place units at unnecessary risk; e.g., a hospital unit should not be within the danger 
zone of an HN ammunition storage site or fuel facility. 

Base and base cluster ADC annexes should identify responsibilities and procedures required 
before, during, and after an incident. Plans should also include responsibilities for all units 
occupying the base or located in the base cluster that can make contributions to ADC. Examples 
include, but are not limited to, military and security police, engineers, ordnance, nuclear, 
biological, and chemical decontamination or reconnaissance, smoke, civil affairs, maintenance, 
health service support, command, control, and communications systems, supply, and 
transportation. 

JP 3-10 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 

AREA OF INTEREST 

Joint force commanders at all levels can designate areas of interest (Als) to monitor enemy 
activities outside the operations area. An AI is usually larger in size than the operational area 
and encompasses areas from which the enemy can act to affect current or future friendly 
operations. 

Related Terms 
area of influence 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

AREA OF OPERATIONS 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) may define areas of operations (AOs) for land and naval 
forces. (Seefigurebelow.) AOsdonottypicallyencompasstheentireoperationalareaofthe 
JFC, but should be large enough for component commanders to accomplish their missions 
and protect their forces. Component commanders with AOs typically designate subordinate 
AOs within which their subordinate forces operate. These commanders employ the full 
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range of joint and Service doctrinal control measures and graphics to delineate responsibilities, 
deconflict operations, and promote unity of effort. 

The size, shape, and positioning of land or naval force AOs will be established by JFCs 
based on their concept of operations and the land or naval force commander's requirement 
for depth to maneuver rapidly and to fight at extended ranges. Within these AOs, land and 
naval operational force commanders are designated the supported commander and ar~ 
responsible for the synchronization of maneuver, fires, and interdiction. To facilitate this 
synchronization, such commanders designate the target priority, effects, and timing of 
interdiction operations within their AOs. 

Related Terms 
area of responsibility;joint operations area; joint rear area; joint special operations area. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

AREA OF RESPONSIBILITY 
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An area of responsibility (AOR) is the geographical area associated with a combatant 
command within which a combatant commander has authority to plan and conduct operations. 
Only commanders of combatant commands are assigned AORs. Subordinate joint force 
commanders are normally assigned joint operations areas. A geographic combatant 
commander's AOR is the assigned theater. An example of a geographic combatant 
commander's AOR is shown in the. figure below. 

Related Terms , 
area of operations;joint operations area; joint rear area; joint special operations area 

JP0-2 
JP3-0 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

AREA STUDIES 

During planning phases, civil affairs (CA) forces receive their intelligence support from 
the joint force or Service component force to which they are assigned or attached. The basic 
intelligence document for CA is the area study. Area studies, as detailed as time and source 
material permit, should be prepared on each country or region in which military operations 
are contemplated. Area studies should be continually reviewed and revised prior to 
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commitment of forces. After operations commence, these studies should constitute the basis 
of the collection of more current and comprehensive data from on-site surveys and assessments 
by CA personnel. 

Examples of theCA-relevant essential elements of information that area studies provide· 
on a given region, country, or operational area include the following: 

• the nature of the host nation government, background and attitudes of key members, and 
degree of assistance that can be expected; 

• the nature of the population, including demographics, religion, distribution, and attitudes 
toward the US and US forces; 

• the location and composition of material stockpiles, availability of civilian transportation, 
and points of contact to access these facilities, goods, and services; 

• the structure, orientation, capabilities, and reliability of indigenous public security or 
safety organizations. 

civil affairs 

JP3-57 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

ARMED SERVICES BLOOD PROGRAM OFFICE 

The Armed Services Blood Program Office (ASBPO), established by the Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for Health Affairs, is responsible for the coordination of the blood programs of 
the Military Services and the combatant commands. The Armed Services Blood Program 
provides an orderly system for collection, storage, and distribution of blood products across 
the range of military operations. (See figure below.) The primary responsibility of the ASBPO 
is to ensure blood products, in the required types and amounts, reach the theater in a ready-to­
use condition. 

Each theater has a standard jointly operated blood distribution system. A Joint Blood 
Program Office (ffiPO) is established within the joint force surgeon's office and functions as 
part of the staff. The ffiPO is the single manager for blood products in the combatant command 
and is responsible for management and coordination of the total joint blood products 
requirements and capabilities in the theater. Each theater is subdivided and coordinated by 
an Area Joint Blood Program Office. 
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Related Terms 
health service support; Joint Blood Program Office 

Source Joint Publications 

ARMS CONTROL 

JP 4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

ARMS CONTROL 

Arms control is a concept that connotes any plan, arrangement, or process, resting upon 
explicit or implicit international agreement. Arms control governs any aspect of the following: 
the numbers, types, and performance characteristics of weapon systems (including the 
command and control, logistic support arrangements, and any related intelligence gathering 
mechanism), and the numerical strength, organization, equipment, deployment or employment 
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of the armed forces retained by the parties (it encompasses disarmament). Additionally, it 
may connote those measures taken for the purpose of reducing instability in the military 
environment. · 

Although it may be viewed as a diplomatic mission, the military can play an important 
role. For example, US military personnel may be involved in verifying an arms control 
treaty; seizing weapons of mass destruction (nuclear, biological, and chemical or conventional); 
escorting authorized deliveries of weapons and other materials (such as enriched uranium) to 
preclude loss or unauthorized use of these assets; or dismantling, destroying, or disposing of 
weapons and hazardous material. All of these actions help reduce threats to regional security. 
Other examples include military support for the Conventional Armed Forces in Europe Treaty 
by conducting and hosting site inspections, participating in military data exchanges, and 
implementing armament reductions. Finally; the US military's impleme~tationof the Vienna 
Document 1992 confidence and security building measures such as unit/formation inspections, 
exercise notifications/observations, air and ground base visits, and military equipment 
demonstrations are further examples of arms control. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

ARMY AIR-GROUND SYSTEM 

General. The Army air-ground system (AAGS) (see figure below) begins at the field, 
army level, and extends down through all echelons to the maneuver battalion. AAGS 
coordinates and integrates both Army component aviation support and close air support (CAS) 
with Army ground maneuver. 

Battlefield Coordination Element (BCE). The Army component commander establishes 
a BCE to interface and provide liaison with the joint force air component commander or 
Commander, Air Force Forces. It is the senior Army airspace command and control element. 
The BCE is collocatep with the joint air operations center or air operations center. Preplanned 
requests for CAS are forwarded through Army command channels to the BCE. 

Corps Tactical Operations Center ( C10C). The CTOC synchronizes the entire corps 
battle, including all planning and authorization for CAS. It is the final approving authority 
for CAS within the Corps. 

Corps Tactical Command Post. The tactical command post primarily concentrates on 
the conduct of the corps' current operations. The Corps Tactical Command Post is usually 
the approving authority for immediate CAS requests or diversions of preplanned missions 
within the Corps. 

Corps Fire Support Element/ Air Support Operations Center Interface. The corps 
fire support element (FSE) provides interface and effects coordination between the corps and 
the air support operations center (ASOC). The FSE controls all fires, including CAS, within 
the corps and coordinates the use of airspace with the corps' Army airspace command and 
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control element collocated with the FSE. The FSE and ASOC synchronize CAS for the 
corps. CAS is coordinated through the corps air liaison officer, ASOC, and the corps tactical 
air control party in conjunction with the Army or Marine Corps component operations staff 
officer (Air). If Navy or Marine Corps CAS is available, the air/naval gunflre liaison company 
provides the division, brigade, and battalion FSEs with supporting arms liaison. 

Related Terms 
battlefield coordination element; theater air con~ol system 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-09.3 JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 

ARMY SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES 

General. Although all Army forces have an inherent capability to support special operations 
(SO), Army units specifically designated by the Secretary of Defense are prepared, trained, 
and task-mganizedespecially for SO. Core special operations forces (SOF) designated by 
the Secretary of Defense include active and reserve component special forces (SF), Ranger, 
and special operations aviation (SOA). In addition, the Secretary of the Army has designated 
civil affairs (CA) and psychological operations (PSYOP) forces as Army special operations 
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forces (ARSOF). The SF group is a multipurpose combat force organized, trained, and 
equipped to plan, conduct, and ~upport a variety of SO in all operational environments across 
the range of military operations. Although principally structured for unconventional warfare 
(UW), SF units are capable of task-organizing their composition to meet more specific 
requirements .. 

Rangers. Rangers are rapidly deployable airborne light infantry organized and trained to 
conduct highly complex joint direct action (DA) operations in coordination with or in support 
of other SO units of all Services. Also, they can execute DA operations in support of 
conventional missions conducted by a combatant commander and can operate as conventional 
light infantry when properly augmented with other elements of combined arms. 

Special Operations Aviation. SOA units are specialized Army aviation assets dedicated 
to the conduct of SO. SOA units are organized into both single aircraft type and composite 
battalions that provide a mix of light and medium lift and limited light attack capabilities. 

Civil Affairs Forces. CA forces plan and conduct civil-military operations in support of 
SOF and conventional forces. Army CA units are regionally oriented, language qualified, 
and have the capability to train, advise, and assist US and indigenous forces in the conduct of 
foreign internal defense (FID), UW, and humanitarian assistance (HA) orCA missions. 

PSYOP Forces. Task-organized elements from either strategic or theater PSYOP forces 
may be provided to support joint or Service SOF and conventional forces. Frequently, this 
support is imperative during FID, UW, and HA orCA but may be equally applicable during 
DA, counterdrug, or counterterrorism activities, either as direct support or to provide 
operational cover. 

Special Mission Units. The National Command Authorities (NCA) have directed 
establishment and maintenance of selected units specifically organized, trained, and equipped 
to conduct a range of highly classified and usually compartmented SO missions across the 
operational continuum. They are under direct supervision of the highest command levels, 
often the NCA. These units are prepared and trained to execute a variety of covert and/or 
clandestine SO missions while maintaining absolute minimum individual and organizational 
visibility during day-to-day operations. 

Special Operations Coordination Elements (SOCCORDs). SOCCORDs serve as a 
permanent staff functional cell within Army or Marine Corps component operations. This 
cell reinforces integration of ARSOF into corps plans and operations. The SOCCORD does 
not exercise command and control of ARSOF, but compliments existing ARSOF mechanisms. 

SOF Support Units. The US Army maintains combat support and combat service suppOrt 
elements and units capable of supporting and sustaining SO F. 

Related Terms 
special operations 

JP 3-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

ARRANGING OPERATIONS 

General. Joint force commanders (JFCs) must determine the best arrangement of major 
operations. This arrangement will often be a combination of simultaneous and sequential 
operations to achieve the desired end state conditions quickly and at the least cost in personnel 
and other resources. As shown in the figure below, commanders consider a variety of factors 
when determining this arrangement, including geography of the operational area, available 
strategic lift, changes in command structure, logistic buildup and consumption rates, enemy 
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reinforcement capabilities, and public opinion. Thinking about the best arrangement helps 
determine tempo of activities in time and space. 

The dynamic nature of modem warfare that includes projection of forces complicates 
decisions concerning how to best arrange operations. During force projection operations, for 
example, a rapidly changing enemy situation may cause the commander to alter the planned 
arrangement of operations even as forces are deploying. The arrangement that the commander 
chooses should not foreclose future options. 

Phases. The arrangement of major operations relates directly to the commander's decision 
on phasing. A phase represents a period during which a large portion of the forces are 
involved in similar or mutually supporting activities (deployment, for example). A transition 
to another phase- such as a shift from deployment to defensive operations- indicates a 
shift in emphasis. Phasing may be sequential or concurrent. Phases may overlap. The point 
where one phase stops and another begins is often difficult to define in absolute terms. 

During planning, commanders establish conditions for transitioning from one phase to 
another. The commander adjusts the phases to exploit opportunities presented by the enemy 
or to react to unforeseen situations. 

Phasing assists commanders to think through the entire operation and to defme requirements 
in terms of forces, resources, and time. The primary benefit of phasing is that it assists 
commanders in achieving major objectives, which cannot be attained all at once, by planning 
manageable subordinate operations to gain progressive advantages, and so achieving the 
major objectives as quickly and affordably as possible. Campaign phasing should consider 
aspects such as prehostilities (including predeployment activities), lodgment, decisive combat 
and stabilization, follow-through, and posthostilities (including redeployment). 
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Prehostilities Phase. Actions during a prehostilities phase may be for deterrence or to 
seek to set the terms for battle and enhance friendly and limit enemy freedom of action. The 
friendly force should not seek battle until it has set the terms or established the conditions for 
battle in its favor and should avoid being rushed into battle before such conditions are 
established, if possible. During predeployment activities, JFCs tailor forces for deployment. 
The command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence and logistic requirements 
of the force must be developed during the predeployment phase in order to support JFC 
concepts of operations. When in-place forces are not sufficient and/or are not appropriate for 
the envisioned operation, early determination of the forces required and the order in which 
they are needed, based on the JFC's concept of operations, assists in identifying the time 
required to deploy the force. Sealift and airliftcapabilitiesare critical to JFC concepts. 

Lodgement Phase. A lodgment phase allows the movement and buildup of a decisive 
combat force in the operational area. In operations during peacetime, deployment will normally 
include movements to host -nation air or sea ports. In operations conducted before and during 
combat, initial deployment may require forcible entry, followed by the occupation and 
expansion of lodgment area~. 

Decisive Combat and Stabilization Phase. A decisive combat and stabilization phase 
initially focuses on the rapid buildup of joint force capabilities. The appropriate sequencing 
of forces into the operational area can contribute greatly to the stabilization of the situation. 
Further, deployment of forces may serve as a deterrent to hostilities, but if deterrence fails, 
deployment will permit JFCs to build up full dimensional capabilities. rapidly to conduct 

· decisive action as early as possible. Such decisive action focuses on winning, that is, achieving 
the objectives defined by the National Command Authorities and the JFC, and may include 
control of enemy territory and population and destruction of the enemy's ability and will to 
continue. 

Follow-Through Phase. During a follow-through phase, JFCs synchronize joint force 
activities to bring the operation to a successful conclusion. Follow-through includes those 
actions that ensure the political objectives are achieved and sustained. Part of this phase may 
be to ensure the threat (military and/or political) is not able to resurrect itself. In essence, 
such a phase focuses on ensuring that the results achieved endure. During this phase, joint 
forces may conduct operations in support of other governmental agencies. JFCs continuously 
assess the impact of current operations during hostilities on the termination objectives. The 
outcome of military operations should not conflict with the long-term solution to the crisis. 

Posthostilities and Redeployment Phase. During the posthostilities and redeployment 
phase, JFCs may retain responsibility for operations or they may transfer control of the situation 
to another authority and redeploy their forces. JFCs should identify posthostilities requirements 
as early as possible to best accomplish these missions and simultaneously redeploy assets no 
longer needed to resolve the crisis. Logistics is crucial to phasing. Joint force planners 
consider establishing logistic bases, opening and maintaining lines of communications, 
establishing intermediate logistic bases to support new phases, and defining priorities for 
services and support. Logistics, then, is key to arranging the operations of campaigns and 
should be planned and executed as a joint responsibility. 

Changes in phases at any level can represent a period of vulnerability for the force. At this 
point, missions and task organizations often change. The careful planning of branches and 
sequels can reduce the risk associated with transition between phases. 

Branches and Sequels. No plan of operations can be projected with confidence much 
beyond the initial stages of the operation. Commanders build flexibility into their plans to 
preserve freedom of action in rapidly changing conditions. Branches and sequels directly 
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relate to the concept of phasing. Their proper use can add flexibility to a campaign or major 
operation plan. 

Branches. Branches are options built into the basic plan. Such ·branches may include 
shifting priorities, changing unit organization and command relationships, or changing the 
very nature of the joint operation itself. Branches add flexibility to plans by anticipating 
situations that could alter the basic plan. Such situations could be a result of enemy action, 
availability of friendly capabilities or resources, or even a change in the weather or season 
within the operational area. . 

Sequels. Sequels are subsequent operations based on the possible outcomes of the current 
operation- victory, defeat, or stalemate. At the campaign level, phases can be viewed as the 
sequels to the basic plan .. 

Related Terms 
operational art; branches and sequels; phases 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

ARRIVAUDEPARTURE AIRFIELD CONTROL GROUPS 

Army arrivaVdeparture airfield control groups (AIDACGs) coordinate and control the 
movement of Army component personnel and materiel through airlift terminals. Comprised 
mainly of personnel and resources from the moving units, they are provisional units, task­
organized to reflect the type of move and degree of support available at the terminal. 
The A/DACG is the moving unit's point of contact with local Air Force base and tanker 
airlift control element commanders and personnel. When units from more than one component 
will transit a terminal simultaneous! y, the joint force commander should direct one component 
to provide the A/DACG. This will normally be the component with the largest movement 
requirement, and augmented, as necessary, by the other components. As the theater matures 
or when airlift mission requirements increase, an air terminal movement control team should 
be phased in to replace the arrival airfield control group to execute port clearance missions. 
Normally, this transition occurs when the airfield is designated an aerial port of debarkation 
for the theater. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 

ART OF LOGISTICS 

The art of logistics is how to integrate the strategic, operational, and tactical sustainment 
efforts within the theater, while scheduling the mobilization and deployment of units, personnel, 
and supplies in support of the employment concept of a geographic combatant commander. 
The relative combat power military forces can bring to bear against an enemy is constrained 
by a nation's capability to deliver forces and materiel to the required points of application 
across the range of military operations. Commanders may have more combat forces than 
available logistic resources to move and sustain desired operations. A nation's capability to 
deliver logistic resources has historically been a major limiting factor in military operations. 
This may be especially true in future joint operations, when demands for military resources 
become highly competitive. Operational planners must understand the importance of effective 
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and integrated logistics and mobilization planning for joint operations at a time when demands 
on military resources are increasing. 

Related Terms 
logistics, logistics support, operational reach 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-0 Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

ASSESSMENT 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has the responsibility to monitor and assess the 
readiness of US military forces to fight and meet the demands of the National Military Strategy. 
The Chairman's Readiness System (CRS) supports the Chairman in meeting this responsibility. 
Joint operation plans provide the foundation for the CRS - they are the standards against 
which readiness is measured in the Joint Monthly Readiness Review. This senior forum is 
designed to assess both Unit Readiness, as reported by the Services, and Joint Readiness, as 
reported by the combatant commanders. The end product of the CRS is senior level consensus 
on the readiness of the force to successfully execute Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan tasks. 
Significant shortfalls or deficiencies are assessed in terms of risk and may be remedied through 
operational or programmatic actions. Joint operation plans have a major role in the process 
to address remedies to shortfalls and deficiencies. 

Joint operation planning prepares for the use of existing capabilities to achieve objectives 
defined in national military strategy. The resultant plans are a measurement of the Nation's 
ability to successfully prosecute the national military strategy within the constraints of available 
forces and resources. This measurement provides a means of assessing the balance between 
strategy and capabilities, determining risks, and focusing the acquisition of additional resources 
and capabilities. 

As the principal military adviser to the National Command Authorities, the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff is responsible for recommending national military strategy to attain 
national security objectives and for assessing the national military capability and readiness to 
perform the missions identified in the strategy. 

Assessments derived through joint operation planning provide insight into the strengths 
and deficiencies of theN ation' s existing military capabilities. Consequently, they can be an 
invaluable source of information for force development planning and the development of 
national military strategy. The greatest use of joint operation planning as a vehicle for assessing 
capabilities and influencing other defense planning is realized when deliberate planning is 
accomplished within a disciplined planning cycle that complements the Planning, Programming 
and Budgeting System (PPBS) and the Joint Strategic Planning System (JSPS). These three 
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DOD planning systems must be integrated within a mutually supporting, complementary 
process. Joint operation planning conducted in response to the strategic direction provided 
by the JSPS must produce approved plans within a time frame that permits consideration of 
the results of that planning in the next succeeding strategy development evolution. Conversely, 
the JSPS, in conjunction with the PPBS, must provide timely strategic direction that allows 
the necessary time for the detailed development of adequate and feasible operation plans. A 
disciplined deliberate planning process, coordinated with PPBS and JSPS and supported by 
an effective Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, is essential to exploiting the 
full potential of joint operation planning as a way to assess capabilities and program 
improvemeqt. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

ASSIGNED, APPORTIONED, AND ALLOCATED FORCES 

General. Joint operation planning uses uniform categories to define the availability of 
forces and resources for planning and conducting joint operations. Availability categories 
are assigned, apportioned, and allocated. 

Assigned. Assigned forces and resources are those in being that have been placed under 
the combatant command (command authority) of a unified commander by the Secretary of 
Defense in his "Forces For Unified Commands" memorandum. Forces and resources so 
assigned are available for normal peacetime operations of that command. 

Apportioned. Apportioned forces and resources are those assumed to be available for 
deliberate planning as of a specified date. They may include those assigned, those expected 
through mobilization, and those programmed. They are apportioned by the Joint Strategic 
Capabilities Plan for use in developirig deliberate plans and may be more or less than the 
forces actually allocated for execution planning. 

Allocated. Allocated forces and resources are those provided by theN ational Command 
Authorities for execution planning or actual implementation. The allocation of forces and 
resources is accomplished through procedures established for crisis action planning. In actual 
implementation, allocated augmenting forces become assigned or attached forces when they 
are transferred or attached to the receiving combatant commander. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

ASSIGNMENT AND TRANSFER OF FORCES 

All Service forces (except as noted in title 10, Section 162) are assigned to combatant 
commands by the Secretary of Defense "Forces for Unified Commands" memorandum. A 
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force assigned or attached to a combatant command may be transferred from that command 
only as directed by the Secretary of Defense and under procedures prescribed by the Secretary 
of Defense and approved by the President. Establishing authorities for subordinate unified 
commands and joint task forces may direct the assignment or attachment of their forces to 
those subordinate commands as appropriate. As shown in the figure below, forces, not 
command relationships, are transferred between commands. When forces are transferred, 
the command relationship the gaining commander will exercise (and the losing commander 
will relinquish) over those forces must be specified. 

The combatant commander exercises combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) 
over forces assigned or reassigned by the National Command Authorities (NCA). Subordinate 
joint force commanders will exercise operational control (OPCON) over assigned or reassigned 
forces. Forces are assigned or reassigned when the transfer of forces will be permanent or for 
an unknown period of time, or when the broadest level of command and control is required or 
desired. OPCON of assigned forces is inherent in COCOM and may be delegated within the 
combatant command by the commander in chief of the combatant command or between 
combatant commands by the Secretary of Defense. 

The combatant commander normally exercises OPCON over forces attached by the NCA. 
Forces are attached when the transfer of forces will be temporary. Establishing authorities 
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e Forces, not command relationships, are transferred between 
commands. When forces are transferred, the command 
relationship the gaining commander will exercise (and the 
losing commander will relinquish) over those forces must be 
specified. 

• When the transfer of forces to a jointforce will be permanent . 
(or for an unknown but long period of time) the forces should 
be reassigned. Combatant commanders will exercise 
combatant command (command authority) and subordinate 
joint force commanders (JFCs) will exercise operational 
control (OPCON) over reassigned forces. 

4t When transfer of forces to a joint force will be temporary, the 
forces will be attached to the gaining command and JFCs 
will exercise OPCON or tactical control, as appropriate, over 
the attached forces. 

e Establishing authorities for subordinate unified commands 
and joint task forces direct the assignment or attachment of 
their forces to those subordinate commands as appropriate. 
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for subordinate unified commands and joint task forces will normally direct the delegation of 
OPCON over forces attached to those subordinate commands. 

In accordance with the "Forces for Unified Commands" and the "Unified Command Plan," 
except as otherwise directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense, all forces operating 
within the geographic area assigned to a combatant command shall be assigned or attached to 
and under the command of the commander of that command. Forces directed by the President 
or the Secretary of Defense may conduct operations from or within any geographic area as 
required for accomplishing assigned tasks, as mutually agreed by the commanders concerned 
or as directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense. Transient forces do not come 
under the chain of command of the area commander solely by their movement across area of 
responsibility/jointoperations area boundaries. 

Related Terms 
combatant command (command authority); operational control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

ASYMMETRIC 

The properly functioningjoint force is powerful in asymmetric attack, posing threats from 
a variety of directions with a broad range of weapon systems to stress the enemy's defenses. 
The land attack on a submarine pen, the sea-launched cruise missile strike or special operations 

· force raid against a key air defense radar, the air strike against a vital ground transportation 
node- such asymmetric attacks afford devastating ways to attack or create enemy weaknesses 
and can avoid casualties and save resources. 

Force interaction with regard to enemy forces is another way for joint force commanders 
(JFCs) to achieve concentration in the various dimensions. JFCs arrange symmetrical and 
asymmetrical actions to take advantage of friendly strengths and enemy vulnerabilities and 
to preserve freedom of action for future operations. The history of joint operations highlights 
the enormous lethality of asymmetrical operations and the great operational sensitivity to 
such threats. Asymmetrical actions that pit joint force strengths against enemy weaknesses 
and maneuver in time and space can provide decisive advantage. 

Asymmetrical operations are particularly effective when applied against enemy forces not 
postured for immediate tactical battle but instead operating in more vulnerable aspects -
operational deployment and/or movement, extended logistic activity (including rest and 
refitting), or mobilization and training (including industrial production). Thus, JFCs 
aggressively seek opportunities to apply asymmetrical force against an enemy in as vulnerable 
an aspect as possible- air attacks against enemy ground formations in convoy (the air and 
special operations forces interdiction operations against German attempts to reinforce its 
forces in Normandy), naval attacks against troop transports (US attacks against Japanese 
reinforcement of Guadalcanal),and land operations against enemy naval, air, or missile bases 
(allied maneuver in Europe in 1944 to reduce German submarine bases and V-1 and V-2 
launching sites). There are literally dozens of potential modes of attack to be considered as 
JFCs plan the application of air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces against the 
various aspects of enemy capabilities. 
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leverage 

JPl 
JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

AUTOMATED INTELLIGENCE DATA BASE 

Data bases and automated information systems should be used to enhance rather than replace 
human ingenuity in analyzing and producing intelligence. Intelligence data bases are used 
by analysts to assess a situation and reach conclusions, often in support of dynamic, near real 
time events. Data bases consist of information on orders of battle, characteristics of equipment, 
installations and facilities, and military geography. To be useful, automated systems need to 
provide data that are current, tailored, or adaptable to the missions, accessible, interconnected, 
and interoperable. These data bases should be accessible by a joint intelligence workstation. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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Balance is the maintenance of the force, its capabilities, and its operations in such a manner 
as to contribute to freedom of action and responsiveness. Balance refers to the appropriate 
mix of forces and capabilities within the joint force as well as the nature and timing of operations 
conducted. 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) strive to maintain friendly force balance while aggressively 
seeking to disrupt an enemy's balance by striking with powerful blows from unexpected 
directions or dimensions and pressing the fight. Deception, special operations, manipulation 
of the electromagnetic spectrum, direct attack of enemy strategic centers of gravity, interdiction, 
and maneuver all converge to confuse, demoralize,· and destroy the opponent. Denial of 
enemy reconnaissance, intelligence, surveillance, and target acquisition activities contributes 
to the protection of friendly forces. Even as the joint force defeats one enemy force, it 
prepares to tum and strike another. High-tempo joint operations set the conditions for battle. 
JFCs prepare to shift as conditions change and new challenges are presented. Through 
continuous planning and wargaming, the commander strives never to be without options. 
JFCs designate priority efforts and establish appropriate command relationships to assist in 
maintaining the balance of the force. 

Preserving the ·responsiveness of component capabilities is central to operational art. 
Combinations of operations and organization of the joint force should maintain or expand 
force responsiveness, not inhibit it. Decentralization of authority can contribute to 
responsiveness by reducing the distance in time and space between decision makers and 
ongoing operations. 

operational art 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

BARRIERS, OBSTACLES, AND MINE WARFARE 

General. Employment of barriers, obstacles, and mine warfare can; in concert with other 
capabilities, enhance a commander's ability to mass combat power, sustain the force, conduct 
offensive or defensive operations, achieve surprise, and use key terrain, airfields, or sea routes. 
A joint force commander must consider both friendly and enemy employment of these · 
capabilities in preparing plans and conducting operations. (See figure below.) 

Advantages. Barrier, obstacle, and minefield employment can provide the capability to 
inflict significant equipment and psychological damage and personnel casualties on the enemy, 
with minimal or no risk to friendly forces; extend, strengthen, and deepen other defensive 
and offensive measures to support the concept of operations; immobilize the enemy until 
barriers, obstacles, or minefields can be bypassed, breached, or cleared; exploit geographic 
features; free forces for other employment; discern enemy intentions- commitment of enemy 
forces into a minefield is a detectable indication of intent; and create uncertainty for the 
enemy commander. 

Disadvantages. The disadvantages of using barriers, obstacles, and minefields are their 
creation and removal can consume a significant amount of time, materiel, equipment, and 
transportation and will be manpower intensive and hazardous; they can be bypassed, breached, 
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or cleared; they can cause casualties to friendly forces and noncombatants, as well as limit 
friendly mobility; and defensive minefields must be rendered safe following their 9perational 
usefulness. 

Levels of Employment 
Strategic Employment. Before hostilities, barriers, obstacles, and minefields can enhance 

deterrence without posing an offensive threat. Defensive employment along a hostile land 
border can demonstrate friendly resolve. Maritime defensive and protective mining can help 
protect friendly ports and waters. Prehostility employment would be as directed by the 
National Command Authorities (NCA). NCA determination would be based, in p~. on the 
political signals sent and on concurrence by affected friendly nations. Should deterrence fail, 
offensive maritime mining of enemy ports and waters can constrict enemy seaborne economic 
war sustainment efforts and reduce enemy ability to safely deploy maritime forces. Similarly, 
offensive employment of air-deliveredscatterablemines can deny or restrict enemy strategic 
mobility and sustainabilityefforts. 

Operational Employment. Defensive barrier, obstacle, and minefield employment can 
help protect friendly ports, lines of communications, and key facilities and free combat forces 
for offensive employment. Offensive employment can protect friendly maneuver while 
disrupting enemy ability to concentrate or maneuver forces. Barriers and obstacles having 
operational significance usually differ in scale from those having tactical significance. 
However, size alone does not make an obstacle operationally significant. At the operational 
level, their primary use is the restriction of enemy maneuver options or the creation of friendly 
maneuver options. Mines can also contribute to gaining the air control or air supremacy 
essential to achieving campaign objectives. Mines can delay· efforts to repair damage to air 
bases caused by immediate effect munitions, thus degrading or denying the base's capability 
to launch or recover aircraft. Mines can also restrict the deployment of mobile, surface-based 
air defenses, as well as surface-to-surface systems, because rapid movement in a mined area 
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increases the risk of a mine encounter. Mines can also disrupt logistic sustainment operations 
being performed in the enemy's rear area of operations. 

Tactical Employment. Employment at the tactical level, such as the creation or countering 
of barriers, obstacles, or minefields, is normally done to achieve tactical offensive or defensive 
objectives. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-15 Joint Doctrine for Barriers, Obstacles, and Mine Warfare 

BASE DEFENSE 

General. The base and base cluster (designated when required) are the fundamental building 
blocks for planning, coordinating, and executing base defense operations. Each Service 
organizes, trains, and equips forces capable of contributing to the security and defense of the 
rear area in consonance with legislated Service functions. (See figure below.) The base 
commander coordinates the forces of the various Service or functional components to best 
capitalize on their combined capabilities, synergies, and mutual supportiveness, while 
minimizing the vulnerabilities of each. At the base level, the component in command of a 
base has overall responsibility for defense of the base; hosted forces from other Service or 
functional components defend their own facilities and may be tasked to contribute to the 
overall base defense, commensurate with their capabilities and the circumstances. Medical 
personnel may only guard their own unit and wounded and sick without jeopardizing their 
protective status under the Geneva Convention. 

Base Cluster Commanders. Base cluster commanders (when designated) are responsible 
for coordinating the defense of bases within their base cluster and integrating base defense 
plans into a base cluster defense plan. Their specific responsibilities for base cluster defense 
include the following: 

• Establish a base cluster operations center (BCOC) from available base or cluster assets 
to serve as the base cluster's tactical operations center and focal point for planning, 
directing, coordinating, integrating, and controlling base cluster defense activities. This 
tactical operations center usually serves as both the base defense operations center (BDOC) 
and the BCOC. An altemateBCOC and base cluster commander will be designated and 
will have the capability to assume BCOC and/or command functions should the primary 
facility and/or commander be neutralized. The BCOC will establish connectivity with 
the joint rear tactical operations center through the rear area operations center or rear 
tactical operations center (RTOC) as required. 

• Provide appropriate facilities and housing for necessary liaison personnel from bases 
within the cluster. 

Base Commanders. The base commanders are responsible for base defense. The forces 
of components other than their own, assigned to the base primarily for the purpose of local 
base defense, will be under their operational control. Forces of other Services or functional 
components assigned or attached to the base for primary purposes other than local base 
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defense, will support local base defense during an imminent attack or threat of an attack. The 
base commanders' specific responsibilities for defense of the bases include the following: 

• Establish a BDOC from available base assets to serve as the base's tactical operations 
center and focal point for security and defense. The BDOC will assist with the planning, 
direction, coordination, integration, and control of base defense efforts. 

• Establish an alternate BDOC from base resources or, if base assets cannot support this 
requirement, designating a headquarters element from units dedicated to the base for its 
local defense. The alternate BDOC may be located on or off base but must be able to 
provide the necessary command,·control, and communications for base defense if the 
primary BDOC is neutralized. 
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• Plan for employment of transient forces by ensuring base defense plans include provisions 
for augmenting the regularly assigned base defense forces present at the base during an 
attack or when the base is threatened with attack. In an emergency, the base commander 
will be considered an area commander insofar as establishing authority and command " 
relationships for base defense are concerned. All other principle~ governing support 
provided by a transient force during an emergency to a commander· in whose area of 
responsibility the transient force is located, and the responsibilities of the commanders 
concerned, are fully addressed in Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces 
(UNAAF)." 

Individual Component Commanders. Commanders of tenant forces of each component 
at a base are responsible for the following: 

• Participate in the preparation of base defense plans. 
• Provide, staff, and operate base defense facilities in accordance with the base defense. 

plans. 
• Conduct individual and unit training of assigned forces, as necessary, to ensure their 

readiness to perform their assigned tasks in defense of the base. 
• Provide appropriate facilities and essential personnel for a BDOC for the base commander 

and providing liaison and support, as necessary, for the base cluster commander at the 
BCOC. 

• Provide liaison personnel to advise the base commander on matters peculiar to their 
Service and, if a joint Staff is established, to be regular working membe~s of the staff. 

• Provide for the internal security of the command. 
• Provide housing for the forces under their command. 
• Provide command and control (C2) communications systems, to include common-user 

communications within the command. 
• Provide health service support for the forces under their command. 
Determining Service Identity of the Base Commander. The Service commander of a 

base is determined by the classification of the base and by the functions assigned to the 
individual Services. The Service designated with base command responsibilities provides 
the C2 structure for base defense operations. 

Classification of Bases. The commander of a combatant command will determine{unless 
determined by higher authority) and announce the classification of bases in his area in 
accordance with policies established by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. A base 
may be a single-Service base or a joint base which may be either one in which one Service 
has primary interest or one in which two or more Services have coequal interest. 

Base Clusters. Base clusters can perform a valuable C2 role in security operations and 
can enhance the support and security of numerous individual bases in an area of operations. 
Base clusters may be designated when the large number of bases in an area or subarea exce~ 
the commander's normal span of control; their designation would lead to improved support 
and security for bases in a localized area; bases are located in such close geographic proximity 
as to require deconfliction of their respective defense plans; or when directed by appropriate 
higher authority. 

Large, single-Service bases and joint bases that are geographically isolated may be 
independent of base clusters. 
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JP 3-10 
JP 3-10.1 

BASING 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 
JTIP for Base Defense 

Basing, whether from overseas locations, sea-based platforms, or continental United States, 
directly affects operational reach. Operational reach is the distance over which military 
power can be concentrated and employed decisively. Reach is influenced by the geography 
surrounding and separating the opponents. It is extended by locating forces, reserves, bases, 
and logistics forward, by increasing the range of weapon systems, and by improving 
transportation availability and the effectiveness of lines of communications and throughput. 
Nevertheless, for any given operation, there is a finite range beyond which the joint force 
cannot prudently operate or maintain effective operations. 

Thus, basing in the broadest sense is an indispensable foundation of joint operational art, 
directly affecting the combat power that the joint force is capable of generating by affecting 
such critical factors as sortie and resupply rates. In particular, the arrangement and successive 
positioning of advanced bases (often in austere, rapidly emplaced configurations) underwrites 
the progressive ability of the joint force to shield its components from enemy action and 
deliver symmetric and asymmetric blows with increasing power and ferocity. Basing is often 
directly affected by political and diplomatic considerations and as such can become a critical 
junction where strategic, operational, and tactical considerations interact. US force basing 
options span the spectrum from permanently basing forces in mature, strategically important 
theaters to temporary sea-basing during crisis response in littoral areas of instability. Bases 
(including the flexible and responsive capability of sea-basing) are typically selected to be 
within operational reach of the opponent, where sufficient infrastructure is in place or can be 
fabricated to support the operational and sustaining requirements of deployed forces, and 
where they can be assured of some degree of security from enemy attacks. Basing thus plays 
a vital role in determining the operational approach, which may be conceived of in terms of 
lines of operations. 

Related Terms 
operational art; reach 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

BATTLE DAMAGE ASSESSMENT 
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Battle damage assessment (BDA) is one of the principal subordinate elements of combat 
assessment (CA). At the joint force commander (JFC) level, theCA effort should be a joint 
program, supported at all levels, designed to determine if the required effects on the adversary 
envisioned in the campaign or operation plan are being achieved by the joint force components 
to meet the JFC's overall concept. The intent is to analyze what is known about the damage 
inflicted on the adversary with sound military judgment to try to determine what physical 
attrition the adversary has suffered; what effect the efforts have on the adversary's plans or 
capabilities; and what, if any, changes or additional efforts need to take place to meet the 
objectives of the current major operations or phase of the campaign. 

BDA is used to update the enemy order of battle. Accurate BDA is critical to determine if 
the target should be reattacked. BDA should include information relating BDA to a specific 
target (e.g., target coordinates, target number, mission number, munitions expended, target 
description); time of attack; damage actually seen (e.g., secondary explosions or fires, enemy 
casualties, number and type of vehicles/structures damaged or destroyed); and mission 
accomplishment( desired effects achieved). 

Related Terms 
combat assessment 

JP2-0 
JP 3-09.3 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
JTTP for Close Air Support (CAS) 

BATTLEFIELD COORDINATION ELEMENT 

The Army component commander establishes a Battlefield Coordination Element (BCE) 
to act as the interface between the component commander and the joint force air component 
commander or the Air Force component commander. The BCE is collocated with the joint 

f 

air operations center (JAOC) or the Air Force component air operations center. The BCE . 
processes land force requests for air support, monitors and interprets the land battle situation 
for the JAOC, and provides the necessary interface for the exchange of current operational 
and intelligence data. The BCE expedites the exchange of information through face-to-face 
coordination with elements of the JAOC and coordinates air defense and airspace control 
matters. The BCE is organized into sections which are incorporated throughout the JAOC 
(e.g., plans, intelligence, operations, fusion, air defense artillery and Army airspace command 
and control, and airlift). · 

Related Terms· 
joint air operations center 

JP 3-56.1 
Source Joint Publications 

Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

67 



BEACHHEAD 

BEACHHEAD 

General. A beachhead is the physical objective of an amphibious operation. The 
commander, landing force, determines possible beachheads for each designated landing site 
and notifies the commander, amphibious task force, of the selections in order that they may 
be incmporated in the designation of tentative landing areas. A beachhead includes amphibious 
task force and landing force objectives, as well as one or more landing sites. In some cases, 
several potential beachheads, with associated landing sites and objectives, may be developed 
for evaluation. 

Shoreline Configuration. The configuration of the coastline is an important factor to be 
considered in the selection of a beachhead. Shorelines have three primary forms: convex, 
concave, and straight. Combinations of the three types are possible. The significance of each 
of these in selection of the beachhead is discussed below. 

Convex Shoreline. The convex shoreline in the form of large promontories or deltas causes 
dispersion of hostile defensive forces and prevents effective enfilade fire on the landing 
beaches. Except for its generally inferior hydrographic characteristics, convex is the most 
favorable coastal formation from the attacker's point of view. 

Concave Shoreline. The concave shoreline, particularly in the form of a bay or reentrant, 
is unfavorable because it provides opportunity for the convergent massing of enemy fires at 
any point in the area and permits establishment of an organized system of crossfires that are 
extremely disadvantageous to the attacker. Conditions such as the existence of sheltered 
water and favorable landing conditions may dictate the selection of a concave shoreline as a 
place of landing despite its unfavorable characteristics. In such cases, particular consideration 
is given to the promontories that form the shoulders on either flank of the landing beach and 
provide naturally advantageous positions for defensive weapons. 

Straight Shoreline. The straight shoreline has no prominent indentations or promontories 
and is relatively less favorable because it lends itself to enemy enfilade fire. Straight shoreline 
represents a compromise between the advantages of the convex shoreline and the disadvantages 
of the concave shoreline. 

Related Terms 
amphibious operation 

3-02.1 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Landing Force Operations 

BIOLOGICAL AGENT 

Threat doctrine considers biological agents as weapons of mass destruction. Such agents, 
including infectious microorganisms and toxins, are capable of widespread, mass infection 
or intoxication. These agents, depending on intended use, can cause lethal, disabling, 
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contagious, or noncontagious type casualties. (See figure above.) These agents could be 
effectively employed against large rear area objectives or against command, control, 
communications, computers, and intelligence or other critical targets. 

Certain factors may significantly increase the probability of use. Should a potential threat 
consider that initiating biological warfare was worth the risk, the employment of biological 
agents may provide a way of causing asymmetry on the battlefield. Further, genetic engineering 
can selectively improve toxicity, lifespans, or dissemination efficiencies; defeat detection 
and warning systems; or make verification of use virtually impossible. 

The inte~tional use of these disease-causing organisms (pathogens), toxins, or other agents 
of biological origin is designed to weaken resistance to attack and reduce the will to wage 
war. Historically, biological warfare has primarily involved the use of pathogens to sabotage 
food and water supplies and spreadcontagiousdisease among populatiqns. These pathogens 
have generally fallen into one of the following categories: 

• naturally occurring, unmodified infectious agents; 
• toxins, venoms, and their biologically active fractions; 
• modified infectious agents; 
• bioregulators and physiologically active compounds. 
Biotechnology is a tool for the production ofbiological warfare agents. Naturally occurring 

infectious organisms can be made more virulent, drug resistant, and can be manipulated to 
render protective vaccines ineffective. Such developments could greatly complicate the ability 
to detect and identify biological warfare agents and the ability to operate in areas contaminated 
by these agents. The causative agents for anthrax, tularemia, plague, and cholera, as well as 
botulinum toxin, staphylococcus, enterotoxin, and mycotoxin, are believed to have been 
developed as biological warfare agents by potential US adversaries. 
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Related Terms 
biological warfare; nuclear, biological, and chemical defense operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 
JP4-02 

Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 
Doctrine for Health Service Support to Joint Operations 

BIOLOGICAL WARFARE 

General. A biological threat is the capability of an enemy to plan and deploy a biological 
material to produce casualties in humans or animals or damage plants or other material. A 
biological agent is a microorganism or biological toxin intended to cause disease, injury, or 
death in people, plants, or animals or deterioration of material. A biological threat is the 
capability of an enemy to deploy these types of agents. 

Microorganisms. (See figure below.) Pathogenic microorganisms are infectious agents 
that cause disease in personnel, animals, or plants by entering the body through the lungs, 
digestive tract, skin, and mucous membranes of body openings. Once they enter the body, 
microorganisms multiply, overcoming the body's natural defenses, and produce disease. 
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Toxins. Toxins are poisonous substances produced as by-products of microorganisms, 
plants, and animals. Some toxins can be chemically synthesized, and some can be artificially 
produced with genetic engineering techniques. Toxins exert their lethal or incapacitating 
effects by interfering with certain cell and tissue functions. The signs and symptoms of toxin 
poisoning can be confused with both chemical poisoning and infectious diseases. 

Enemy Biological Weapons Employment. Delivery systems for biological warfare agents 
most commonly generate invisible aerosol clouds with particles or droplets that can remain 
suspended for extensive periods. The major risk is retention of inhaled particles. To a much 
lesser extent, particles may adhere to an individual or to clothing. Vectors, which are organisms 
(e.g., insects) that transmit pathogens, may be involved in the spread of a disease. The 
effective area covered varies with many factors, including wind speed, humidity, and sunlight. 
In the absence of direct evidence of an attack, the first clue would be mass casualties fitting a 
clinical pattern compatible with one of the biological agents; however, diagnosis may be 
difficult because of the possible use of multiple pathogens. Toxins, although nonliving, 
affect the body in a manner similar to chemical warfare agents. However, toxins are generally 
much more potent. Mucous membranes, including the eyes, are also vulnerable to many 
biological warfare agents. Potential targets of biological agents include the following: 

• rear area command centers and key facilities; 
• troop assembly areas; 
• ports of debarkation or supply points, airfields, and industrial centers prior to the outbreak 

of hostilities; 
• naval operations near land; 
• forward combat areas and logistical areas; 
• any area that presents a likely target for a terrorist or insurgent group. 

Related Terms 
biological agent; nuclear, biological, and chemical defense operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

BOUNDARY 

Boundaries define surface areas to facilitate coordination and deconfliction of operations. 
In land and sea warfare, a boundary is a line by which areas between adjacent units or formations 
are defined. A naval boundary may be designated for seas adjacent to the area of land conflict 
to enhance coordination and execution of naval operations. 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) may use lateral, rear, and forward boundaries to define 
areas of operation for land and naval forces. Such areas are sized, shaped, and positioned to 
enable land or naval force commanders to accomplish their mission while protecting deployed 
forces. 

Theater air sorties are not constrained by land boundaries, per se. However, because the 
airspace above surface areas is used by all components of the joint force, JFCs promulgat~ 
airspace control measures to deconflict the multiple uses required of this space. Boundaries 
may require relatively frequent adjustment based on the actual and projected rate of maneuver 
and the operational environment. 
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Related Terms 
control and coordinating measures 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

BRANCHES AND SEQUELS 

No plan .of operations can be projected with confidence much beyond the initial stages of 
the operation. Commanders build flexibility into their plans to preserve freedom of action in 
rapidly changing conditions. Branches and sequels directly relate to the concept of phasing. 
Their proper use can add flexibility to a campaign or major operation plan. 

Branches are options built into the basic plan. Such branches may include shifting priorities, 
changing unit organization and command relationships, or changing the very nature of the 
joint operation itself. Branches add flexibility to plans by anticipating situations that could 
alter the basic plan. Such situations could be a result of enemy action, availability of friendly 
capabilities or resources, or even a change in the weather or season within the operational 
area. 

Sequels are subsequent operations based on the possible outcomes of the current operation 
- victory, defeat, or stalemate. At the campaign level, phases can be viewed as the sequels 
to the basic plan. 

Related Terms 
arranging operations 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

BULK PETROLEUM 

Bulk petroleum is common to both commercial and military operations. It requires special 
handling and storage and has a demand significantly larger than other supply classes. For 
these reasons, any viable support concept must incorporate the principles of standardization, 
flexibility, and interoperability. (See the figures below.) 

The Department of Defense (DOD) components should minimize the number of bulk 
petroleum products that must be stocked and distributed, plan to use fuels readily available 
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worldwide, and minimize the military-unique characteristics of DOD fuels. The detennination 
of required fuel is dependent upon the types of equipment deployed and must also take into 
account the maturity of the theater's petroleum production and distribution infrastructure. 

Military weapon systems and equipment must be capable of using alternate fuels. 
Military fuels handling equipment and connectors must be interoperable among Services 

and, where possible, with allies and coalition partners. This interoperability allows timely 
weapon system support in joint operations without duplication of effort and material. This 
concept is also extremely important in combined operations where one nation may be 
designated as lead for petroleum logistics. Consequently, to foster interoperability, DOD 
fuels handling equipment should be of common or compatible design, material, and size 
when ever practical. · 

Bulk petroleum inventory consists of war reserve materiel stocks and primary operating 
stocks. Both inventories are sized based on a concept of having enough fuel on hand until 
resupply can be assured. This approach minimizes stock levels while maintaining an acceptable 
degree of support and sustainability across the range of military operations. Inventory levels 
are independently determined for each location or, where practical, for a defined area. 

JP4-03 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Bulk Petroleum Doctrine 
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C4 ARCHITECTURE 

The joint command, control, communications, and computers (C4) architecture provides a 
framework of functional and technical relationships for achieving compatibility and 
interoperability·of C4 systems. Architectures provide the logical link between operational 
requirements and C4 systems development. They are based on doctrine defining command 
relationships and information requirements (what information is exchanged to support the 
varied functions of operations, intelligence, logistics, and planning). The supporting analyses 
for architectures document the doctrinal basis for joint interfaces and can recommend or 
prescribe an equipment solution for each interface. The equipment solution may be met by 
existing, programmed, or yet to be developed systems. 

C4systems 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

C41 FOR THE WARRIOR 

The Common Global Vision. Command, Control, Communications, Computers, and 
Intelligence (C4I) For The Warrior (C4IFTW) (see figure below) sets forth a 21st century 
vision of a global information infrastructure made up of a web of computer controlled 
telecommunications grids that transcends industry, media, government, military, and other 
nongovernment entities. C4IFTW provides a unifying theme, guiding principles, and 
milestones for achieving global C4I joint interoperability that will allow any warrior to perform 
any mission- any time, any place; is responsive, reliable, and secure; and is affordable. 

The Infosphere Architecture. The C4 I For The Warrior vision put the Armed Forces of 
the United States on a course toward an open systems architecture referred to as the global 
grid (see second figure below) that will provide virtual connectivity from anywhere to anywhere 
instantaneously on warrior demand. 

The architecture of grid networks can support both vertical and horizontal information 
flow to joint and multinational forces. Commanders at all levels require a distributed 
communications grid comprised of links employing any electronic transmission media 
overlaying an area of responsibility/jointoperations area. Nodal points may be terrestrial, 
airborne, and/or space-based. Nodal points automatically store, relay, and process information. 
Voice, data, and imagery flows together in digitized form across all communication paths. 
Automated user terminals from man portable to more stationary types allow personnel to 
instantlyconnectinanyfashiondesired(e.g.,electronicmail;instantlyreconfigured(virtual) 
voice radio nets; imagery; connected sensor grids; or extended personal presence by creating 
synthetic environments such as virtual reality). 
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The specific paths used to set-up virtual connectivity are controlled by computers. Warriors 
no longer depend on a single communication link, but have vastly increased reliability and 
flexibility with access via any of hundreds or thousands of circuits available through the 
Global Command and Control System and the Department of Defense information 
infrastructures,host nation, commercial service, or any combination. Virtual connectivity is 
automatically determined, established, and maintained on warrior demand through the grid 
network. When no longer needed, the resource is automatically made available providing 
efficient use of C4 resources. 

The Warrior Vision of the Infosphere. The bottom line is a shared image of the battlespace 
between joint decision makers and warfighters at all levels and with instantaneous sensor to 
shooter connectivity. The joint force commander and subordinate leaders gain a coherent 
understanding of operational situations, regardless of the enemy's actions or responses, 
strategically, operationally, or tactically. Commanders see the battlespacetogetheras a team 
- they perceive and move ideas and knowledge in a timely and coherent fashion. The 
virtual grid also links sensors to shooters to allow rapid exploitation of opportunity and 
generate quick, decisive actions. 
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CAMPAIGN 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications~ and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

Campaigns represent the art oflinking battles and engagements in an operational design to 
accomplish strategic or operational objectives. Campaigns are conducted in theaters of war 
and subordinate theaters of operations; they are based on theater strategic estimates and resulting 
theater strategies. Campaigns of the Armed Forces of the United States are joint; they serve 
as the unifying focus for our conduct of warfare. Modem warfighting requires a common 
frame of reference within which operations on land and sea, undersea, and in the air and 
space are integrated and harmonized; that frame of reference is the joint campaign. As such, 
the joint campaign is a powerful concept that requires the fullest understanding by the leaders 
of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
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The joint campaign is planned within the context of the modem theater environment, a 
complex setting where events, especially in a crisis, can move rapidly. This puts a premium 
on the ability of joint force commanders (JFCs) and their staffs and components to conduct 
campaign planning under severe time constraints and pressures. The joint campaign supports 
national strategic goals and is heavily influenced by national military strategy. Logistics sets 
the campaign's operational limits. The joint campaign is oriented on the enemy's strategic 
and operational centers of gravity. The full dimensional joint campaign is in major respects 
"non-linear." That is, the dominant effects of air, sea, space, and special operations may be 
felt more or less independently of the front line of ground troops. Joint campaigns rest upon 
certain foundations of the joint operational art. These foundations are the key collective 
capabilities of the Armed Forces of the United States to wage war: warfighting competencies 
that have particular relevance to the joint campaign and may play key roles in ensuring its 
success. From these capabilities the JFC chooses and applies those needed to prosecute the 
campaign. 

The joint campaign seeks to secure air and maritime superiority and space control. These 
are important for the effective projection of power. Furthermore, air and maritime superiority, 
and the enhanced support to terrestrial forces assured by space control, allow the JFC freedom 
of action to exploit the power of the joint force. For instance, air and maritime superiority are 
prerequisites to attaining a mobility differential over the enemy: first and foremost by protecting 
friendly mobility from the enemy and second by enabling joint interdiction to degrade the 
enemy's mobility. The capability of the armed forces for forcible entry is an important weapon 
in the arsenal of the JFC. Transportation enables the joint campaign to begin and continue. 
Direct attack of the enemy's strategic centers of gravity (by air, missile, special operations, 
and other deep-ranging capabilities) is an integral part of the joint theater campaign. Special 
operations afford a flexible and precise tool upon which the joint campaign often relies heavily. 
The joint campaign should fully exploit the information differential, that is, the superior 
access to and ability to effectively employ information on the strategic, operational, and 
tactical situation which advanced US technologies provide our forces. Sustained action on 
land, the capability provided by land power to the JFC, is often a key capability of the joint 
campaign. Finally, leverage among the forces is the centerpiece of joint operational art. 
Force interactions can be described with respect to friendly forces and to enemy forces. 
Friendly relationships may be characterized as supported or supporting. Engagements with 
the enemy may be thought of as symmetric, if our force and the enemy force are similar (e.g., 
land versus land) or asymmetric, if the forces are dissimilar (e.g., air versus sea, sea versus 
land). In combination, they illustrate the richness of relationships achievable with joint forces 
and the foundation for synergy that those relationships create. 

Campaigns serve as the military focus for the conduct of war and often in operations other 
than war. Campaigns, especially in multinational efforts, must be kept simple and focused on 
clearly defined objectives. The more complex the campaign or the more players involved, 
the more time and effort it takes to plan and coordinate. Whenever possible, JFCs at all levels 
should plan far enough in advance to allow subordinates sufficient time to react to guidance 
and conduct their own planning and rehearsals. 

To achieve assigned objectives, joint forces conduct campaigns and major operations. 
Functional and Service components of the joint force conduct subordinate and supporting 
operations, not independent campaigns. Campaigns are often conducted in phases. Campaign 
phasing should consider aspects such as prehostilities (including predeploymentactivities), 
lodgment, decisive combat and stabilization, follow-through, and posthostilities (including 
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redeployment). Logistics is critical to phasing. Logistics is key to arranging the operations 
of campaigns and should be planned and executed as a joint responsibility. 

Related Terms 
campaign plan; campaign planning; crisis action planning; deliberate planning; joint operation 
planning; operational art 

JPI 
JP0-2 
JP3-0 
JPS-0 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CAMPAIGN PLAN 
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The joint campaign plan achieves sequenced and synchronized employment of all available 
land, sea, air, special operations, and space forces- orchestrating the employment of these 
forces in ways that capitalize on the synergistic effect of joint forces. The ·objective is the 
employment of overwhelming military force designed to wrest the initiative from opponents 
and defeat them in detail. A joint force, employed in its full dimensions, allows the commander 
a wide range of operational and tactical options that pose multiple and complex problems for 
the enemy. Preparation of a campaign plan is appropriate when contemplated military 
operations exceed the scope of a single major operation. 

Campaign plans are unique, with considerations that set them.apart from other plans. These 
plans synchronize operations by establishing command relationships among subordinate 
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commands, by describing the concept of operations, by assigning tasks and objectives, and 
by task-organizing assigned forces. They orient on the enemy's centers of gravity; achieve 
simultaneous and synchronizedemploymentof land, sea, air, space-based assets, and special 
operations forces; clearly define an end state that constitutes success, failure, mission 
termination, or exit strategy; and serves as the basis for subordinate planning. (See figure 
above.) Two of the most important aspects of this plan are the synchronized employment of 
forces and the concept for their sustainment. 

The joint campaign plan is based on the commander's concept. The formulation of the 
commander's concept is the intellectual core of the campaign plan, which presents a broad. 
vision of the required aim or "end state" (tl).e commander's intent) and how operations will be 
sequenced and synchronized to achieve conflict termination objectives (including required 
postconflict measures). Accordingly, the campaign plan itself can be brief, though 
implementing orders will usually be longer. 

The theater campaign plan embodies the combatant commander's vision of the arrangement 
of related major operations necessary to attain strategic objectives. Theater campaigns 
synthesize deployment, employment, sustainment, and subordinate operations into a coherent 
whole. Through theater campaign plans, combatant commanders define objectives; describe 
concepts of operations and sustainment; arrange operations in time, space, and purpose; 
organize forces; establish command relationships; assign tasks; and synchronize air, land, 
sea, space, and special operations, often in coordination with allies, interagency operations, 
nongovernmental operations, and even United Nations operations. Theater campaign plans 
are time-sensitive, iterative, and adaptive, depending on the mission and forces available. 

Campaign plans form the basis for developing subordinate campaign plans and supporting 
plans and, under uncertain circumstances, the framework or a series of operation plans for 
phases of campaigns. Subordinate joint force commanders may develop subordinate campaign 
plans or operation plans that accomplish (or contribute to the accomplishment of) theater 
strategic objectives. Thus, subordinate unified commands typically develop campaign plans 
to accomplish assigned missions. Also, joint task forces can develop and execute campaign 
plans if missions require military operations of substantial size, complexity, and duration and 
cannot be accomplished within the framework of a single major joint operation. Subordinate 
campaign plans should be consistent with the strategy, theater guidance, and direction 
developed by the combatant commander and should contribute to achieving combatant 
command objectives. 

Campaign plans are used by national authorities as well as by subordinates. By means of 
a campaign plan, combatant commanders give the National Command Authorities and the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) information needed for intertheatercoordination 
at the national level. Submission of a well-conceivedcampaign plan to the CJCS gives the 
combatant commander's estimated time-phased force requirements for consolidation with 
other combatant command forecasts at the national level. The campaign plan may be used to 
influence the joint strategic planning process. 
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Related Terms 
campaign plan; campaign planning; crisis action planning; deliberate planning; joint operation 
planning; operational art 

JPl 
JP0-2 
JP3-0 
JPS-0 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CAMPAIGN PLANNING 

Campaign planning, like all joint operation planning, is based on evolving assumptions. It 
is characterized by the need to plan for related, simultaneous, and sequential operations and 
the imperative to accomplish strategic objectives through these operations. Campaign planning 
is as much a way of thinking about warfare as it is a type of planning. 

Although not formally part of the J ointOperation Planning and Execution System, campaign 
planning encompasses both the deliberate and crisis action planning (CAP) processes. If the 
scope of contemplated operations requires it, campaign planning begins with or during 
deliberate planning. It continues through crisis action planning, thus unifying both planning 
processes. 

Campaign planning and principles are the responsibility of the combatant commander. 
Combatant commanders translate national and theater strategy into strategic and operational 
concepts through the development of theater campaign plans. The campaign plan embodies 
the combatant commander's strategic vision of the arrangement of related operations necessary 
to attain theater strategic objectives. Based on strategy adopted during the crisis action planning 
procedures, combatant commanders design campaigns to accomplish national or multinational 
strategic military objectives. Campaign planning is a primary means by which combatant 
commanders arrange for strategic unity of effort and through which they guide the planning 
of joint operations within their theater. It communicates the commander's purpose, 
requirements, objectives, and concept to subordinate components and joint forces, as well as 
to supporting commands and Services, so that they may make necessary preparations. 

Campaign planning has its greatest application in the conduct of combat operations, but 
can also be used in situations other than war. Campaign plans guide the development of 
supporting operation plans (OPLANs) or operation orders and facilitate national-level 
coordination of strategic priorities and resource allocations. The use of campaign planning is 
refocused as the scale of contemplated operations and the imminence of hostilities decreases. 
During peacetime deliberate planning, combatant commanders prepare joint OPLANs, 
including campaign plans, in direct response to taskings in the Joint Strategic Capabilities 
Plan. Tasking for strategic requirements or major contingencies may require the preparation 
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of several alternative plans for the same requirement using different sets of forces and resources 
to preserve flexibility. For these reasons, campaign plans are based on reasonable assumptions 
and are not normally completed until after the National Command Authorities (NCA) selects 
the course of action during CAP. Deliberate plans may include elements of campaign planning, 
however these elements will have to be updated as in any deliberate plan used at execution. 
Execution planning conducted is for the actual commitment of forces when conflict is 
imminent. It is based on the current situation and includes deployment and initial employment 
of forces. When a crisis situation develops, an assessmentis conducted that may result in the 
issuance of a CJCS WARNING ORDER. Courses of action (CO As) are developed based on 
an existing OPLAN or operation plan in concept format, if applicable. The combatant 
commander proposes COAs and makes any recommendations when the Commander's 
Estimate is forwarded to the NCA. The NCA select a COA and, when directed, the Chairman 
issues a CJCS ALERT ORDER. The combatant commander now has the essential elements 
necessary for finalizing the construction of a campaign plan using the approved COA as the 
centerpiece of the plan. 

Admiral Chester W. Nimitz briefs William D. Leahy, President Roosevelt, 
and General MacArthur on Pacific offensive plans, 26 July 1944. 
Throughout the Pacific War, Admiral Nimitz used intelligence to 

determine enemy intentions and arrange his campaigns and operations 
accordingly. At the Battle of Midway in June 1942, for instance, superb 

signals intelligence led to one of Nimitz' greatest victories. 

Related Terms 
campaign plan; campaign planning; crisis action planning; deliberate planning;joint operation 
planning; operational art 

JPl 
JP0-2 
JP3-0 
JPS-0 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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CENTERS OF GRAVITY 

A key concept that integrates intelligence and operations is centers of gravity, a term first 
applied in the military context by'Clausewitz to describe "the hub of all power and movement, 
on which everything depends." Joint doctrine defines centers of gravity as: "Those 
characteristics, capabilities, or localities from which a military force derives its freedom of 
action, physical strength, or will to fight." (See figure below.) 

Finding and attacking enemy centers of gravity is a singularly important concept. Rather 
than attack peripheral enemy vulnerabilities, attacking centers of gravity means concentrating 
against capabilities whose destruction or overthrow will yield military success. Though 
providing an essential focus for all efforts, attacking centers of gravity is often not easy. 
"Peeling the onion," that is, progressively first defeating enemy measures undertaken to 
defend centers of gravity, may be required to expose those centers of gravity to attack, both at 
the strategic and operational levels. Actions to extend offensive efforts throughout the theater, 
including deep penetrations of enemy territory, can increase the vulnerability of enemy centers 
of gravity. 

This concept of centers of gravity helps joint force commanders focus their intelligence 
requirements (including the requirement to identify friendly centers of gravity that must be 
protected from enemy attack). Intelligence should be timely, objective, responsive, complete, 
accurate, and relevant. It should aid the identification of centers of gravity and suggest how 
they might most effectively be dealt with. Beyond that, however, intelligence should provide 
the capability to verify which desired military effects have or have not been achieved and 
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generally support the commander's situational awareness in what will often be a dynamic, 
fast-moving, and confusing (fog of war) situation. 

The essence of operational art lies in being able to mass effects against the enemy's sources 
of power in order to destroy or neutralize them. In theory, destruction or neutralization of 
enemy centers of gravity is the most direct path to victory. However, centers of gravity can 
change during the course of an operation, and, at any given time, centers of gravity may not 
be apparent or readily discernible. For example, the center of gravity might concern the mass 
of enemy units, but that mass might not yet be formed. In such cases, determining the absence 
of a center of gravity and keeping it from forming could be as important as defining it. 

Identification of enemy centers of gravity requires detailed knowledge and understanding 
of how opponents organize, fight, make decisions, and their physical and psychological 

· strengths and weaknesses. Joint force commanders and their subordinates should be alert to 
circumstances that may cause centers of gravity to change and adjust friendly operations 
accordingly. 

Enemy centers of gravity will frequently be well protected, making direct attack difficult 
and costly. This situation may require joint operations that result in indirect attacks until 
conditions are established that permit successful direct attacks. It is also important to identify 
friendly centers of gravity so that they can be protected. Long sea and air lines of 
communications from the continental US or ·supporting theaters can represent a center of 
gravity. National will can also be acenterofgravity,as it was for the US during the Vietnam 
and Persian Gulf Wars. 

operational art 

JP 1 
JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

CENTRALIZED PLANNING 

A joint force commander (JFC) has the authority to organize forces to best accomplish the 
assigned mission based on the concept of operations. The organization should be sufficiently 
flexible to meet the planned phases of the contemplated operations and any development that 
may necessitate a change in plan. The JFC will establish subordinate commands, assign 
responsibilities, establish or delegate appropriate command and support relationships, and 
establish coordinating instructions for the component commanders. Sound organization should 
provide for unity of effort, centralized planning, and decentralized execution. Unity of effort 
is necessary for effectiveness and efficiency. Centralized planning is essentialfor controlling 
and coordinating the efforts of the forces. Decentralized execution is essential because no 
one commander can control the detailed actions of a large number of units or individuals. 
When organizing joint forces with multinational forces, simplicity and clarity are critical. 
Complex or unclear command relationships or organization are counterproductive to 
developing synergy among multinational forces. 

·Related Terms 
decentralized execution; unity of effort 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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CHAIN OF COMMAND 

As shown in the figure below, the National Command Authorities (NCA) exercises authority 
and control of the anned forces through a single chain. of command with two distinct branches. 
The first runs from the President, through the Secretary of Defense, to the commanders of 
combatant commands for missions and forces assigned to their commands. The second 
branch, used for purposes other than operational direction of forces assigned to the combatant 
commands, runs from the President through the Secretary of Defense to the Secretaries of the 
Military Departments. The Military Departments, organized separately, each operate under 
the authority, direction, and control of the Secretary of Defense. The Secretaries of the 
Military Departments exercise authority, direction, and control, through the individual Chiefs 
of the Services, of their forces not specifically assigned to combatant commanders. 

The commanders of combatant commands exercise combatant command (command 
authority) (COCOM) of assigned forces and are directly responsible to the NCA· for the 
performance of assigned missions and the preparedness of their commands. Combatant 
commanders prescribe the chain of command within their combatant commands and designate 
the appropriate command authority to be exercised by subordinate commanders. 

The Military Departments operate under the authority, direction, and control of the Secretary 
of Defense. This branch of the chain of command emt?races all military forces within the 
respective Service not specifically assigned to commanders of combatant commands. This 
branch of the chain of command is separate and distinct from the branch of the chain of . 
command that exists within a combatant command. 
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Commanders in the chain of command exercise authority as prescribed by law or a superior 
commander, defined as one of the following command relationships, over the military 
capability made available to them: COCOM, operational control, tactical control, or a support 
relationship. Unless otherwise directed by the NCA, COCOM is reserved for the commanders 
of the combatant commands. The majority of forces are apportioned to support the missions 
of multiple joint commanders. While COCOM can only reside with one combatant 
commander, the responsibilities of the combatant commander to carry out assigned missions 
require that they coordinate on a continuous basis with the combatant commander exercising 
COCOM over forces planned to support their operational needs. 

Related Terms 
administrative control, combatant command (command authority), command, control, 
operational control, tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 

General. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the principal military adviser to the 
President, theN ational Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense. The Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff assists the President and Secretary of Defense in performing their command 
functions. The Chairman transmits to the commanders of the combatant commands the 
orders given by the National Command Authorities (NCA) and, as directed by the Secretary 
of Defense, also oversees the activities of those commands. Orders will be issued by the 
President or the Secretary of Defense and are normally conveyed by the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff by authority and direction of the Secretary of Defense. Reports from 
combatant commanders will normally be submitted through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, who forwards them to the Secretary of Defense and acts as the spokesman for the 
commanders of the combatant commands. 

The Chairman is appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the 
Senate, from the officers of the regular component of the anned forces. The Chairman arranges 
for military advice, as appropriate, to be provided to all offices of the Secretary of Defense. 
While holding office, the Chairman outranks all other officers of the armed forces, however 
the Chairman may not exercise military command over the combatant commanders, Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, or any of the armed forces. 

The Chairman acts as the spokesman for the combatant commanders, especially on the 
operational requirements of their commands. These commanders will send their reports to 
the Chairman, who will channel them to the Secretary of Defense, subject to the direction of 
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the Secretary of Defense, so that the Chairman may better incorporate the views of these 
commanders in advice to the President and the Secretary of Defense. The Chairman also 
communicates, as appropriate, the combatant commanders' requirements to other elements 
of the Department of Defense (DOD). 

The Chairman assists the President and the Secretary of Defense in performing their 
command functions. The Chairman transmits their orders to the combatant commanders as 
directed by the President and coordinates all communications in matters of joint interest 
addressed to the combatant commanders by other authority. In addition to other duties as a 
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chairman will, subject to the authority, direction, and 
control of the President and the Secretary of Defense preside over the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
provide agenda for meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (including, as the Chairman considers 
appropriate, any subject for the agenda recommended by any other member of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff); assist the Joint Chiefs of Staff in carrying out their business as promptly as 
practicable; and determine when issues under consideration by the Joint Chiefs of Staff will 
be decided. 

In performing Chairman functions, duties, and responsibilitiesincluding those enumerated 
above, the Chairman will convene regular meetings of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and, as 
appropriate, consult with and seek the advice of the other members of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, collectively or individually, and of the combatant commanders. 

Subject to the direction, authority, and control of the President and the Secretary of Defense, 
the Chairman will be responsible for the following: 

• Prepare military strategy and assessments of the associated risks. These will include a 
military strategy to support national security objectives within policy and resource level 
guidance provided by the Secretary of Defense (such strategy will include broad military 
options prepared by the Chairman with the advice of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the 
combatant commanders), and net assessments to determine the capabilities of the Armed 
Forces of the United States and its allies as compared to those of potential adversaries. 

• Perform duties, as assigned by the President, to assist the President and the Secretary of 
Defense in performing their command functions. 

• Assist the President and the Secretary of Defense in providing for the strategic direction 
of the armed forces, including the direction of operations conducted by the combatant 
commanders. 

• Prepare strategic plans, including plans that conform with resource levels projected by 
the Secretary of Defense to be available for the period of time for which the plans are to 
be effective. 

• Prepare joint logistic and mobility plans to support those strategic plans and recommend 
the assignment of logistic and mobility responsibilities to the Military Services in 
accordance with those plans. 

• Advise the Secretary of Defense on the preparation of policy guidance for the preparation 
and review of contingency plans. 

• Provide for the preparation and review of joint operation plans that conform to policy 
guidance from the President and the Secretary of Defense. 

• Prepare joint logistic and mobility plans to support those joint operation plans and 
recommend the assignment of logistic and mobility responsibilities to the armed forces 
in accordance with those logistics and mobility plans. Ascertain the logistic support 
available to execute the general war and joint operation plans of the combatant 
commanders. Review and recommend to the Secretary of Defense appropriate logistic 
guidance for the Military Services which, if implemented, will result in logistic readiness 
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consistent with approved plans. 
• Advise the Secretary of Defense on critical deficiencies and strengths in force capabilities 

(including manpower, logistic, and mobility support) identified during the_ preparation 
and review of joint operation plans and assess the effect of such deficiencies and strengths 
on meeting national security objectives and policy and on strategic plans. 

• Establish and maintain a uniform system of evaluating the preparedness of each combatant 
command to carry out missions assigned to the command. 

• Advise the Secretary of Defense on the priorities of the requirements, especially 
operational requirements, identified by the combatant commanders. 

• Advise and assist the Secretary of Defense concerning the preparation of annual policy 
guidance to be provided to the heads of DOD components for the preparation and review 
of program recommendations and budget proposals of their respective components. 

• Advise the Secretary of Defense on the extent to which the program recommendations 
and budget proposals of the Military Departments and other DOD components conform 
with the priorities established in strategic plans and with the prioritiesestablishedfor the 
requirements of the combatant commanders. 

• Submit to the Secretary of Defense alternative program recommendations and budget 
proposals, within projected resource levels and guidance provided by the Secretary of 
Defense, in order to achieve greate~ conformance with the priorities established in strategic 
plans and with the priorities for the requirements of the combatant commanders. 

• Recommend a budget proposal for activities of each combatant command. Activities 
for which funding may be requested in such a proposal include joint exercises, force 
training, contingencies, and selected operations. 

• · Advise the Secretary of Defense on the extent to which the major programs and policies 
of the armed forces in the area of manpower conform with strategic plans. 

• Develop and establish doctrine for all aspects of the joint employment of the armed 
forces. 

• Formulate policies for the joint training of the armed forces. 
• Formulate policies for coordinating the military education and training of members of 

the armed forces. 
• Provide for representation of the United States on the Military Staff Committee of the 

United Nations in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations. 
• Submit to the Secretary of Defense, not less than once every 3 years, a report containing 

such recommendations for changes in the assignment of roles and functions of the Services 
and changes in the assignment of missions of the combatant commanders as the Chairman 
considers necessary to achieve maximum effectiveness of the armed forces. 

• Prepare integrated plans for military mobilization. 
• Subject to the direction of the President, attend and participate in meetings of the National 

Security Council. 
• Advise and assist the President and the Secretary of Defense on establishing combatant 

commands to perform military missions and on prescribing the force structure of those 
commands. 

• Periodically, not less often than every two years, review the missions, responsibilities 
(including geographic boundaries), and force structure of each combatant command, 
and recommend to the President through the Secretary of Defense any changes to missions, 
responsibilities, and force structures as may be necessary. 

• Oversee the activities of the combatant commands. 
• Serve as the spokesman for combatant commanders, especially on the operational 
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requirements of their commands. In performing this function, the Chairman will confer 
with and obtain information from the combatant commanders with n!spec~ to the 
requirements of their commands; evaluate and integrate this information; advise and 
make recommendations to the Secretary of Defense with respect to the requirements of 
those commands, individually and collectively; and communicate, as appropriate, those 
requirements to other elements of the Department of Defense. 

• Review the plans and programs of combatant commanders to determine their adequacy, 
consistency, acceptability, and feasibility for the performance of assigried missions. 

• Advise and assist the Secretary of Defense on measures to provide for the administration 
and support of forces assigned to each combatant command. 

• Determine the headquarters support, such as facilities, personnel, and communications, 
required by combatant commanders and recommend the assignment to the Military 
Departments of the responsibilities for providing such support. 

• Provide guidance and direction to the combatant commanders on aspects of command 
and control that relate to the conduCt of operations. 

• Provide military guidance for use by the Military Departments, Military Services, and 
Defense agencies in the preparation of their respective detailed plans. 

• Participate, as directed, in the preparation of multinational plans for military action in 
conjunction with the armed forces of other nations. 

• Prepare and submit to the Secretary of Defense, for consideration in connection with the 
preparation of budgets, statements of military requiremet;tts based on US strategic 
considerations, current national security policy, and strategic plaris. These statements of 
requirements include tasks, priority of tasks, force requirements, and general strategic 
guidance for developing military installations and bases and for equipping and maintaining 
military forces. 

• Assess military requirements for defense acquisition programs. 
• Advise and assist the Secretary of Defense in research and engineering matters by 

preparing statements of broad strategic guidance to be used in the preparation of an 
integrated DOD program; statements of overall military requirements; statements of the 
relative military importance of development activities to meet the needs of the combatant 
commanders; and recommendations for the assignment of specific new weapons to the 
armed forces. 

• Prepare and submit to the Secretary of Defense, for information and consideration, general 
strategic guidance for the development of industrial and manpower mobilization programs. 

• Prepare and submit to the Secretary of Defense military guidance for use in the 
development of security assistance programs and other actions relating to foreign military 
forces, including recommendations for allied military forces, materiel, and facilities 
requirements related to US strategic objectives, current national security policy, strategic 
plans, and the implementation of approved programs; and to make recommendations to 
the Secretary of Defense, as necessary, for keeping the Military Assistance Program in 
consonance with agreed strategic concepts. 

• Manage for the Secretary of Defense the National Military Command System (NMCS) 
to meet the needs of the NCA and the Joint Chiefs of Staff and establish operational 
policies and procedures for all components of the NMCS and ensure their implementation. 

• Provide overall supervision of those Defense agencies and DOD field activities assigned 
to the Chairman by the Secretary of Defense. Advise the· Secretary of Defense on the 
extent to which the program recommendations and budget proposals of a Defense agency 
or DOD field activity, for which the Chairman has been assigned overall supervision, 
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conform with the requirements of the Military Departments and of the combatant 
commands. 

• Periodically, not less often than every two years, report to the Secretary of Defense on 
the responsi venessand readiness of desigmi.ted combat support agencies. Those include 
the Defense Information Systems Agency, the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA), the 
Defense Logistics Agency, the Defense Mapping Agency (DMA), theN ational Security 
Agency, the Central Intelligence Agency, the Central Imagery Office, and any other 
Defense agency designated as a combat support agency by the Secretary of Defense. 

• Provide for the participation of combat support agencies in joint training exercises, assess 
their performance, and take steps to provide for changes to improve their performance. 

• Develop a uniform readiness reporting system for reporting the readiness of combat 
support agencies. 

• Provide direction and control of the DIA for the purpose of ensuring that adequate, 
timely, and reliable intelligence and counterintelligencesupport is available to the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commands. 

• Oversee military aspects of activities of the Defense Nuclear Agency. 
• Advise the Secretary of Defense on mapping, charting, and geodesy requirements and 

priorities and provide guidance to the DMA and the combatant commands to serve as 
the basis for relationships between these organizations. 

• Select officers to serve on the Joint Staff. May suspend from duty and recommend the 
reassignment of any officer assigned to the Joint Staff. 

• Exercise exclusive directi"on of the Joint Staff. 
• Advise and assist the Secretary of Defense on the establishment and review of joint duty 

positions, including those designated as critical joint duty positions. 
• Advise the Secretary of Defense on establishing career guidelines for officers with the 

joint specialty and on procedures for overseeing the careers, including promotions and 
career assignments, of officers with the joint specialty and other officers who serve in 
joint duty assignments. 

• Advise and assist the Secretary of Defense on the periodic review, accreditation, and 
revision of the curriculum of each professional military education school to enhance the 
education and training of officers in joint matters. 

• Advise and assist the Secretary qfDefense in preparing guidelines to be furnished to the 
Secretaries of the Military Departments for ensuring that specified officer promotion 
boards give appropriate consideration to the performance of officers who are serving or 
have served in joint duty assignments. 

• Designate at least one officercurrentlyservingin ajointduty assignment to each officer 
promotion board that will consider officers who are serving or have served in a joint 
duty assignment. (The Secretary of Defense may waive this requirement in the case of 
any selection board of the Marine Corps.) 

• Review the reports of selection boards that consider for promotion officers serving, or 
having served, in joint duty assignments in accordance with guidelines furnished by the 
Secretary of Defense and return the reports with determinations and comments to the 
Secretary of the appropriate Military Department. 

• Submit to the Secretary of Defense an evaluation of the joint duty performance of officers 
recommended for an initial appointment to the grade of lieutenant general or vice admiral 
or initial appointment as general or admiral. 

• Prescribe the duties and functions of the Vice Chairman with the approval of the Secretary 
of Defense. 
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• Appoint consultants to the Joint Staff from outside the Department of Defense, subject 
to the approval of the Secretary of Defense. 

• Perform such other duties as the President or the Secretary of Defense may prescribe. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
· Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

CHAIRMAN'S READINESS SYSTEM 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff has the responsibility to monitor and assess the 
readiness of US military forces to fight and meet the demands of the National Military Strategy. 
The Chairman's Readiness System (CRS) supports the Chairman in meeting this responsibility. 
Joint operation plans provide the foundation for the CRS - they are the standards against 
which readiness is measured in the Joint Monthly Readiness Review. This senior forum is 
designed to assess both Unit Readiness, as reported by the Services, and Joint Readiness, as 
reported by the combatant commanders. The end product of the CRS is senior level consensus 
on the readiness of the force to successfully execute Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan tasks. 
Significant shortfalls or deficiencies are assessed in terms of risk and may be remedied through 
operational or programmatic actions. Joint operation plans have a major role in the process 
to address remedies to shortfalls and deficiencies. 

JPS-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CHEMICAL WARFARE 

The p~ary uses of chemical warfare (CW) are to achieve surprise and. cause mass casualties, 
particularly against an unprepared adversary. Chemical weapons can be used to hinder the 
momentum of an opposing force, disrupting command, control, communications, computers, 
and intelligence, and degrading combat potential, to include the use of CW agents to restrict 
the use of terrain, facilities, and equipment. 

The Chemical Weapons Convention, originally signed by 65 nations in Paris in January 
1993, bans the acquisition, development, production, transfer, and use of chemical weapons 
throughout the world. It also provides for the destruction of all chemical weapons stocks and 
production facilities within 10 years after the agreement takes effect. Further, it requires the 
monitoring of national chemical industries to ensure compliance, through both routine and 
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so-called challenge inspections. The convention will take effect for the United States in 
1995, if ratified. 

Related Terms 
nuclear, biological, and chemical defense operations; riot control agent 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

CINC LOGISTIC PROCUREMENT SUPPORT BOARD 

Geographic combatant commanders (CINCs) coordinate contracting operations within their 
commands. This requirement may be met through the CINC Logistic Procurement Support 
Board (CLPSB), which is a temporary board designed to achieve a properly coordinated 
acquisition program. The CLPSB is chaired by a Logistics Directorate representative and 
includes representatives from each of the component commands. CLPSB functions are as 
follows: 

• Coordinates with US Embassies and host countries for acquisition of supplies and services 
and for operations by contractors performing under US contracts. 

• Eliminates duplication by arranging for single-Service contracting assignments for 
specified supplies and services, when appropriate. 

• Provides an exchange of information among contracting activities covering such matters 
as sources of supply, prices, and contractor performance. 

• Provides guidance on the consolidation of purchases. 
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• Establishes procedures to coordinate procurement with the supply operations of the 
commander and area. 

• Prescribes payment procedures consistent with currency-control requirements and 
international agreements. 

• Promulgates, as necessary, joint classification and compensation guides governing wages, 
living allowances, and other benefits for Third World country national and indigenous 
employees, in coordination with appropriate agencies. 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

CINC'S STRATEGIC CONCEPT 

The commanders of combatant commands (CINC's) strategic concept is the final document 
produced in step 5 of the concept development phase of the deliberate planning process. The 
CIN C 's strategic concept is used as the vehicle to distribute the CIN C 's decision and planning 
guidance for accomplishing joint strategic capabilities plan or other Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) taskings. 

The concept development phase of deliberate planning is accomplished by the supported 
commander responsible for developing the plan. Concept development follows six steps: 
mission analysis, planning guidance development, staff estimates, commander's estimate, 
CINC's Strategic Concept, and CJCS review. (See figure below.) The assigned task is 
analyzed, a mission statement is developed, and planning guidance is prepared and issued to 
the staff as well as subordinate and supporting commands in step 1. During step 2, alternative 
courses of action (CO As) are developed and distributed for staff estimates of supportability 
to be ·completed in step 3. In step 4, alternative CO As are war-gamed, analyzed, and compared 
to produce a commander's estimate containing the commander's decision on the preferred 
COA. In step 5, the selected COA is then expanded into the CINC's Strategic Concept that 
is submitted to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for review and approval. When 
approved in step 6, the CINC's Strategic Concept provides the basis for plan development. 

During the CINC' s Strategic Concept step of the concept development phase, the supported 
commander prepares a Strategic Concept, which is an expansion of the selected COA, as a 
narrative statement of how to conduct operations to accomplish the mission. The supported 
commander may convene a concept development conference involving representatives of 
subordinate and supporting commands, the Services, Joint Staff, and other interested parties. 
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Related Terms 
concept development; deliberate planning; operation plan; operation plan in concept format 

JPS-0 
JP 5-03.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol 1: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 
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CIVIL ADMINISTRATION 
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Civil ad.ministrationis a unique action undertaken by US commanders only when directed 
or approved by the National Command Authorities. Civil affairs support consists of planning, 
coordinating, advising, or assisting those activities that reinforce or restore a civil administration 
that supports US and multinational objectives in friendly or hostile territory. 

Civil administration missions in friendly territory are normally undertaken pursuant to an 
agreement with the government of the area concerned. This form of civil administration is 
also called civil affairs (CA) administration. Depending on mission requirements, the full 
range of CA functional specialty skills may be required for the activities shown in the figure 
below. 
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CIVIL AFFAIRS 

In a civil administration by an occupying power, also called military government, agreements 
will contain provisions as to the authorities of the occupying power and the obligations of the 
submitting government. Furthermore, the exercise of executive, legislative, and judicial 
authority by the occupying power will be determined by policy decisions at the highest level 
and may even involve an international policy making group. Emphasis on CA activities to 
implementlong-range plans increasingly influences or replaces measures intended to satisfy 
short-range needs. Consistent with established policy, a sound local administration is 
developed, always subject to the authority of the occupying power. An informed populace is 
fostered through news media, public discussion, and the formation of acceptable political 
parties. CA forces are trained to plan and conduct-essential CA activities to assist commanders 
in the most effective policy implementation concerning reorganizing or reconstituting 
government structures. 

Regardless of the program adopted, CA personnel and military commanders should be 
aware that the manner in which they carry out established policies has a significant bearing 
on subsequent courses of action designed to achieve US security objectives. 

ci vii affairs 

JP 3-57 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

CIVIL AFFAIRS 

· · : ··· :: .·. :_ · · · . ·~· · ·· ::(:·::~·;\;-~:}~:~~>~~~??rn:;~~ .. ~~y~:~~f~~~t~~~i~0~~~A~~-~~::~;t:_;~x-~)~f~~:):~>~n: 
The activities of a commander that establish~, maintain,·Jnfl~~ljq~~);ot~;:e~p.lpit·+: 
relations betWeen military forces and civil authooties;:~otli\goyemm:~~tahal'l~';)j:: 
nongovemmental,and the civilian populace in a'f~~nc:JJYi.~~~~~'lk9&nB~!!!~~~r~~'U:J 
of operations in order to facilitate military operation_s_~~cj q()r}~9liq_~!~~P)~@1i9.tl,~,l,/:;{ 
objectives .. Civil affairs may include performance'~y:ffiliit!lfrt;t9.rg~~:,qfi~gti:~{~i~~ji;}' 
and functions normally the responsibility of local -g~v~ffiro~l'lt_J,,:tffifj~§~t~~!M!!i~~\~: 

. ~: :;, ~ri~~e~~~~~h~~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~'"~il~~~}~; 
General. Civil affairs (CA) are those interrelated military activities that embrace the 

relationship between military forces and civil authorities and populations. CA missions 
include civil-mi~itary operations and civil administration. Joint force commanders (JFCs) 
integrate civil affairs and synchronize their effects with combat operations to minimize civilian 
interference with military operations and safeguard noncombatants and their property. 

CA is an inherent responsibility of command. CA encompasses the activities that military 
commanders take to establish and maintain relations between their forces and the civil 
authorities and general population. resources, and institutions in friendly, neutral, or hostile 
areas where their forces are employed. Corrimanders plan and conduct CA activities to 
facilitate military operations and help achieve politico-military objectives derived from US 
national security interests. Establishing and maintaining military-to-civilrelations may entail 
interaction between US, multinational, and indigenous security forces, and governmental 
and nongovernmental agencies as part of missions tasked to a JFC. These activities may 
occur before, during, subsequent to or in the absence of other military actions. 

Authority. A commander's authority for undertaking CA activities in support of all military 
operations can stem from a variety of sources. ·Factors such as mission, policy determinants, 
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and the relation of the government of the country concerned to the United States have an 
influence on civil affairs. 

The authority to conduct CA activities or exercise controls in a given area or country may 
arise as a result of successful military operations, international cooperative agreement, or 
from an agreement between the United States Government (USG), or military commander, 
and the government of the area or country in which US forces may be employed. 

International law, including the law of armed conflict, affords occupying powers certain 
rights and responsibilities. These include the authority to establish civil administrations and 
to control or conduct governmental matters both during and after hostilities. 

· ~ .. ·:~·-·.:< ·_.: . : : -. : · · · · . · · · · : · .-<·;··· -~:~~t~~~r~~?Ft~~:~:r~~t/((~;:;mrr~;;:f~_:;~;;~;~w~·Il{W~f~f;:~f:~:~-~/~t-rt~r{~~:~~-~:r~~::·~ 
7he·world has grown smaller, in recent years everin()ie:;~pid.Jx.'~;~(;f~ haiftJg,iJ{v~'Pe.(~:'; 

·.our country from a number of conflicts to which,yei{r$3iJgo)wii)Wo.i!lr;Jyl}avif1Jt@ljj/ 
·. : pai(Jany·attention. While· we cannot engage our5ehi8$4n;'a/l;qoflf(fcis;\we!i,(jji(/Jj~ve)i;~' a choice ... (in civil affairs) have a iool which can1felp}/1ihil~aHY:: ·soiiJttoitof:':· 

enormou,s/y difficult, potentially intractable situations .. :"·::./· :··: ... :·1:;, :·:, '" :,-( ;~:;', · . 

. ·. . . . A~bass8dor T.R. ~lckeri~9i~~1i~~~&~~~~~!~fi~~~~:1 
Civil Affairs Activities. Civil affairs activities are inherently civil-military in nature. While 

they may be integral parts of both military civic action (MCA) and civil-military operations 
(CMO), they are not synonymous with either. Civil affairs activities in MCA, as part of more 
comprehensive USG security and economic assistance programs, may originate from a. national 
plan and entail specific projects. central funding, authorization to use indicated resources, 
and joint participation with other USG agencies. The long-range goal of MCA is to nurture 
national development Projects include, but are not limited to, those in education, public 
works, agriculture, transportation, communications, health, sanitation, and others contributing 
to host nation (HN) economic and social development. The fundamental tenet of any successful 
civic action program is civilian self-help. Civil affairs assets are trained either to plan MCA 
programs or to provide professional advice and assistance to the HN military forces or agencies 
in establishing local expertise and providing skills and materiel assistance not available to the 
local civilian participants identified to assume the leadership roles for future long-term 
development. 

As part ofCMO, civil affairs acti~ities range from advice and assistance to civilian authorities 
and a population concerning their relationship with military forces to those that promote the 
welfare, stability, and security of friendly governments and their population. Civil affairs 
activities assist and coordinate military efforts to strengthen host-govemmentlegitimacy and 
help to prevent or reduce violence by bridging critical gaps between the civil and military 
sectors. Use of dedicated CA forces, and the conduct of CA activities, will enhance planned 
CMO by helping to ensure civil or indigenous understanding of, and compliance with, controls, 
regulations, directives, or other measures taken by commanders to accomplish the military 
mission and attain US objectives. 

Civil affairs activities, however, are distinguishable from CMO in~ofar as the former are 
characterized by applications of functional specialties in areas normally the responsibility of 
indigenous government or civil authority. Civil affairs activities may extend to assumption 
of governmental functions required in an occupied territory during or immediately subsequent 
to hostilities. Civil affairs activities are further characterized by the items listed in the figure 
below. 
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Principles of CA Activities. Certain general principles apply to all CA activities. They 
are the basis for initial planning purposes in the absence of specific guidance. These principles 
are described as follows: 

Mission. Civil affairs activities are conducted in support of military operations to assist 
commanders in fulfilling obligations to ci vi I ian noncombatants imposed by international law 
agreements that may be in effect, or to further the national and international policies of the 
United States. 

Command Responsibility. Responsibility for the conduct of CA activities, including civil 
administration if directed by higher authority. is vested in the senior military commander, 
guided by directive, national policies, military strategy, applicable treaty or agreement, and 
international law. 

Continuity and Consistency of Policy. Essential to the successofCA activities, in light of 
. their inherent complexity and political sensitivity, is a comprehensive and clear Department 
of Defense (DOD) CMO policy transmitted through command channels. 

Reciprocal Responsibilities. The commander of an occupying force has the legal right to 
require the inhabitants within al} operational area to comply with directives necessary for 
mission accomplishmentand proper administration of a given area. In return, the inhabitants 
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have the right to freedom from unnecessary interference with their property and individual 
liberties. 

Economy of Personnel and Resources. The activities of CA assets should be limited where 
possible to those involving coordination, liaison, and interface with existing or reestablished 
civilian authorities. Maximum use of local or indigenous resources should be made consistent 
with satisfaction of minimum essentialcivil requirements. 

Humanitarian Considerations. The use of force beyond military necessity is prohibited. 
Military commanders should plan operations that include the maximum humanitarian 
assistance and the minimum suffering for noncombatants that abide by, and exceed if possible, 
rules of engagement, law of land warfare, and the Geneva Conventions. · 

Civil Affairs Assets. Many DOD organizations have inherent capabilities to support CA 
activities and conduct CMO. Combatant commanders may be supported by any or all of the 
following military CA assets: 

• Active component or Reserve component (RC) CA forces organized; equipped, and 
trained to carry out missions that specifically include the conduct or support of CA 
activities (RC CA units constitute the vast majority of these forces). 

• Civil affairs personnel assigned or attached to combatant comm.ands. 
• Other RC personnel possessing functional specialty skills applicable to CA activities 

across the range of military operations. 
Although not trained in functional ci viii an specialty skills for CA operations, DOD forces 

and personnel trained in such military skills as engineer, medical, dental, veterinary, 
intelligence, military police, communications, logistics, and transportation complement CA 
assets and provide significant support to CA activities and CMO. Other special operations 
forces (SOF) elements and personnel with area orientation, cultural awareness, linguistic 
capability, and experience in military and civilian advisory and assistance activities will 
ordinarily collaborate in CA activities and, in certain cases, conduct CA activities of more 
limited scope. The use of a relatively small number of dedicated CA assets can provide 
com~anders an economy of force capability to achieve assigned objectives through direct 
interface with civil government officials, agencies, and population. (See first figure below.) 

Designation of Civil Affairs Forces as Special Operations Forces. Per Department of 
Defense Directive 2000.13, 27 June 1994, "Civil Affairs," "US Army civil affairs forces are 
designated "special operations forces" under title 10 United States Code 167 .... "This action 
does recognize the commonalty of CA force preparation with other SOF, provides increased 
emphasis on Commander in Chief, United States Special Operations Command 
(USCINCSOC) oversight and support structure, and integrates CA force initiatives into United 
States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) programs. Designation of CA forces as 
SOF does not alterrelationshipsor principles of organization and employment regarding CA 
forces' support to military operations~ 

Assignment of Civil Affairs Forces to USSOCOM. All US Army CA forces stationed 
in the continental United States are assigned by the Secretary of Defense to USCINCSOC 
who has combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) over assigned forces. 
USCINCSOC normally exercises COCOM of assigned CA forces through the United States 
Army Special Operations Command, a Major Army Command of the Department of the 
Army. United States Marine Corps CA Groups are organic assets to Marine air-ground task 
forces. · 

Responsibilities of the Commander in Chief, United States Special Operations 
Command. USCINCSOC'sresponsibilitiesfor the development of strategy, doctrine, and 
tactics for joint CA are interrelated with those of the Chiefs of the Services. Therefore, 
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USCINCSOC coordinates with the Joint Staff, combatant commands, and the Services to 
ensure that all CA requirements are addressed. Additionally, USCINCSOC performs the 
duties described in the figure below. 

Orgarlization for Civil-Military Operations. A tailored civil-military organizational 
structure may be established by combatant commanders, JFC, joint force special operations 
component commander, or Service or functional component commanders to command and 
control CMO. Regardless of the name given this structure (e.g., Military Support Group in 
the United States Southern Command- Operation JUST CAUSE, TASK FORCE FREEDOM 
in USCENTCOM- Operation DESERT STORM, and Military-Civil Relations Task Force 
in the United States European Command- Operation PROVIDE PROMISE), the concept of 
CA command and control organizations may be organized in two ways described below, 
(names are notional and used for ease of description). · 

Joint Civil-Military Operations Task Force (JCMOTF). A JCMOTF is normally a US 
joint force organization, simi Jar in organization to a joint special operations task force or joint 
task force, flexible in size and composition depending on mission circumstances. It may be 
developed to meet a specific CMO contingency mission, supporting humanitarian or nation 
assistance operations, a theater campaign of limited duration, or a longer duration CMO 
concurrent with or subsequent to regional or general conflict, depending on National Command 
Authorities (NCA) or theater guidance. In rarer instances, a JCMOTF could be formed as a 
standing organization, depending on NCA or theater guidance and resource availability. A 
JCMOTF may be fonned in theater, in continental United States, or in both locations, depending 
on scope, duration, or sensitivity of the CMO requirement and associated policy considerations. 
Joint commanders may organize JCMOTFs to perform some or all of the CMO-relevant 
functions listed below: · 
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CIVIL AFFAIRS RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
COMMANDER IN CHIEF, UNITED STATES 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMMAND 

Civil-Military Operations Center (CMOC). A CMOC is the JFC's nerve center for CMO 
and coordination with other non-DOD agencies. CMOC members are primarily civil affairs 
personnel augmented by other DOD and non-DOD (i.e., Department of State, United States 
Agency for International Development. Federal Emergency Management Agency) liaison 
personnel. A CMOC may have functions closely resembling those for a JCMOTF above, but 
in addition have certain characteristics differing from a JCMOTF, some of which are 
enumerated as follows: A CMOC is flexible in size and composition to effectively coordinate 

. military support to humanitarian assistance or associated contingency or crisis response 
operations in a given area or country. It may be the primary coordinating agency for all 
international organizations, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), USG agencies during 
war or peace operations where DOD has complete control of the theater.· A CMOC may be 
organized to help integrate US military forces into both multinational forces and military­
civil partnership efforts. It may comprise or be augmented by either or both Jl}.ilitary and 
civilian personnel representatives of any organization the commander, joint task force considers 
necessary to effectively coordinate CM 0. 

Situations in which establishment of JCMOTFs and CMOCs are considered are highly 
scenario-dependent. The next two figures below generally depict such arrangements or 
relationships, but are intended as illustrative examples only. 
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CA Planning. Planning for, and coordination of, CA activities facilitates mission 
accomplishment. Civil affairs planning is based on national policy and reflects a variety of 
legal obligations ·such as the provisions of the US Constitution, statutory law, judicial decisions, 
Presidential directives, departmental regulations, and the rules and principles of international 
law, especially those incorporated in treaties and agreements applicable to areas where US 
forces are employed. 

Deployment and Employment Planning. Selection of CA forces in support of an operation 
plan, operation plan in concept format, or operation order should be based on a clear concept 
of CA mission requirements. Joint Operation Planning and Execution System integrates all 
elements of deliberate or crisis action CA planning, and identifies, resources, and phases CA 
required forces. General planning considerations are shown in the figure above. 
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CAin Military Operations Other Than War (MOOTW). CA units contain a variety of 
specialty skills that support MOOTW. CA capabilities are nonnally tailored to support· 
particular operational requirements. CA units may provide assessments of the civil 
infrastructure, assist in the operation of temporary shelters, and serve as liaison between the 
military and various NGOs and private voluntary organizations (PVOs). Establishing and 
maintaining military to civil relations may include interaction among US, allied or coalition, 
host-nation forces, as well as NGOs and PVOs. CA forces can also provide expertise on 

· factors which directly affect military operations to include culture, social structure, economic 
systems, language, and host-nation support capabilities. CA may also include forces 
conducting activities which are no~ally the responsibility of local or indigenous governments. 
Selection of CA forces should be based upon a clear concept of CA mission requirements for 
the type 9peration being planned. 

Related Terms 
civil-military operations~ special operations 

JP 3-0 
JP 3-05 
JP 3-07 
JP 3-57 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

CIVIL ENGINEERING SUP.PORT 

• 
0
',1, • •••••• ·:·.::·:·~1:~~-~-.:~j~~i/~;,~:::.- }~:~~;:<:;i;'i)(.))-:>: 

civil engineering . .. . ·.· .·., .. :.::-""' ·' ... ~';;):· >'?<~1M?06.n:•. >.<~:;:·i?:!:\;p~:; 
Those combat supprirtand combat ·service support acuv.itie$ttaatideliti1Yi~eS.i9h~·,:~;·· 
construct, lease, or provide facilities, and which operat~;··m~i.ritaihi;~~~·pel'fpfir(::L; 

. war damage repair and other engineering functiQn$;:iO.:i$Upp9~,::_9t·rni'!.i.t~ry,J?· 
operations. · · · ··• : \':.f.::..:=i..".?.'i..!~··.:.:.;:.: .. ··::·~::f·~trr:··':;~~{!h::·~iJ.·,···P··.::.:.{.1.:., .. i.t.: .•. :.o_\.2_ ... ~.:.·~ ... ::i.<~.;: 

' ,;~. ·.- ... ~·.:::: ... ·~,;.;:..~~~·l·b ~ .• 

The Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is responsible for the preparation of joint logistic 
plans, to include plans for civil engineering support. In this capacity, the Chainnan manages 
the development of operational planning and execution tools, recommends assignment of 
civil engineering responsibilities to the Military Services, and recommends to the Secretary 
of Defense appropriate civil engineering guidance for the Military Services. The Chairman 
advises the Secretary of Defense on critical deficiencies and the relative priority of competing 
civil engineering support requirements of the commanders of a combatant command (CINCs ). 

The CINCs prepare Civil Engineering Support Plans (CESPs) as an integral part of their 
joint operation planning process. They develop training and exercise programs to evaluate 
and improve preparedness for civil engineering missions and are re~ponsiblefor prioritizing, 
planning, and coordinating civil engineering support requirements for their area of 
responsibility. 
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The Military Services staff, organize, train, and equip Civil engineering resources to perform 
tasks required by their assigned roles and missions. They provide, through Service components, 
input to each ClNC's CESP development process regarding Service component requirements. 
(See figure above.) 

Related Terms 
combat service support 

JP4-04 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 
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CIVIL-MILITARY OPERATIONS 

~f1~t{~;~~~I!~f:f~~~nn~d· ·aC:tiVlti:a·s· in ·support::~t· -~:i~:~~~!~~~~~~~~~::[!fj~l~~h)fu~~~r~~~,<:;:}: 
; .... rel~tio.nship between .the military forc~s and civili~~~_aUth9r~.iE!s)ll1d j:).opulatiorf · 

.-. < 1-: ... ~~~~' ' ~ } ~ \. ,.~ ~ C; ' ' ' - ·~ ~ I >? ~ ' < ,._..._, "< < <"~ 

: ·and Wbich promote the'development of fcivorabl~ emotiens,:a\titQ~es;~~r oe~aVior ) 
:f'i~~;~;j~~:~f~-~,~f:rr~ndly, or hostile.~ rquP.s·~:··: ·.. . : .:.: .:§~~:::.,~4,f~[t~~;jf]~~~f·~!t,··~~i.[H~~<~J~f·i::;~~:{~~~J~~~~;t?:: 

The tenn "civil-military operations" (CMO) is a broad, generic tenn used to denote the 
decisive and timely application of military capabilities to enhance the relationship between 
the military and civilian populace in order to ensure accomplishment of the commander's 
mission. CMO range from support to combat operations to traditional nonmilitary roles 
assisting countries in bringing about political, economic, and social stability. (See figure 
below.) 
. CMO are undertaken to encourage the development of a country's material and human 
resources to assist in achieving US and host-government political, economic, and psychological 
objectives. CMO involve liaison and coordination among US, multinational, and indigenous 
security forces, and among US forces and other government agencies as well as 
nongovernmental or private voluntary organizations. A variety of types of units, including 
engineer, medical, intelligence, security, special forces, psychological operations, civil affairs 
(CA), communications, and transportation provide capabilities, in varying degrees, to plan 
and conduct CMO and achieve political, economic, and psychological objectives. Dedicated 
CA forces, by virtue of their area and I inguistic orientation, cultural awareness, experience in 
military-to-host-nation advisory and assistance activities, as well as in civil-oriented functions 
paralleling governmental functions, can be essential in CMO designed to secure support 
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from the civilian population. fulfill essential civil requirements consistent with military 
missions, and create as positive an effect as possible· on friends, allies, and host-nation 
counterparts and governments. 

As a fundamental precept, CM 0 should be closely coordinated with the Country Team and 
other US Government agencies. Most military responses or efforts, especially those in military 
operations other than war, require the military-civil partnership that successful CMO provide. 
CMO also may be manifested through activities ·associated with humanitarian assistance, 
civil defense, counterdrug operations, and counterterrorism. Normally, CMO does not connote 
activities pertaining to enemy prisoners of war, civilian internees, or other detainees. Successful 
CMO should use military CA functional specialty skills but do not necessarily require their 
use. In all cases, actions by the Armed Forces of the United States should support the host or 
friendly country's control over CMO programs and enhance popular perceptions of its stability 
and legitimacy. 

Related Terms 
civil affairs; special operations 

JP 3-07 
JP 3-57 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

CIVIL-MILITARY OPERATIONS CENTER 

A Civil-Military Operations Center (CMOC) is the joint force commander's nerve center 
for civil-militaryoperations (CMO) and coordination with other non-DepartmentofDefense 
(DOD) agencies. CMOC members are primarily civil affairs personnel augmented by other 
DOD and non-DOD (i.e., Department of State (DOS), US Agency for International 
Development, Federal Emergency Management Agency) liaison personnel. 

A CMOC may have functions closely resembling those of a Joint Civil-Military Operations 
Task Force (JCMOTF), but in addition have certain characteristics differing from a JCMOTF, 
some of which are enumerated as follows: 

• A CMOC is flexible in size and composition to effectively coordinate military support 
to humanitarian assistance or associated contingency or crisis response operations in a 
given area or country. Such operations may result from decisions and direction emanating 
from authoritative US or multinational policymaking bodies or from United Nations 
mandates. 

• A CMOC may be the primary coordinating agency for all international organizations, 
nongovernmental organizations, US Government agencies during war or peace operations 
where DOD has complete control of the theater. However, the CMOC may be in a 
supporting role in military operations other than war where DOS or other organizations 
share or unilaterally control the theater. 

• A CMOC may be organized to help integrate US military forces into both multinational 
forces and military-civil partnership efforts. It should coordinate US or multinational 

· forces' goals and operations with those of host nations and appropriate relief or service 
organizations. A CMOC should serve as a vehicle for the exchange of information 
among participatory commands and to provide international support for assistance to 
countries in states of socio-economic or political transition. 

• A CMOC may comprise or be augmented by either or both military and civilian personnel 
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representatives of any organization the commander, joint task force considers necessary 
to effectively coordinate CMO. 

• Overall management of a CMOC may be assigned to a multinational force commander, 
shared by a US and a multinational commander, or shared by a US commander and a 
civilian agency head. In a US military-managed CMOC, the Operations Directorate of 
a joint staff is normally responsible for the management of, or participation in, the CMOC. 

• The CMOC may be a suborganization of the JCMOTF and the CMOC may have 
suborganizations to accommodate military or geographic requirements. 

· · Related Terms 
civil affairs; civil-militaryoperations;joint civil-militaryoperations task force 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-57 Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

CIVIL RESERVE AIR FLEET 

:~=~~~ 
... to. augment the military airlift capability of the :pef>Ci:f!rn~~t;,9t:~~f~9-~f(Q.C)pj~~~;:! 

·······:~~~F~E~:;~~:s~~~;~:~IIIJIIIJ 
othersegments as may be mutually agreed upon:~Y.t~D~:P~P~rtm~nt§ff~.~f~!!~~>:g 

·: and the _Department ofTransportation. The Civii.R~s9'&.~-~iij_~I:~~HC~*ff):;cao~~i 

· ~:s~~~:~~=;~n~~:~~~:Js:~,?o~~~~~~~n~i~c)q~Y~~~~~~it,t~~~~~ 
emergency or war, to satisfy DOD airlift requireme~t~~-;;Wh~,r)/~9!iY.~~~~i·91B~F:~>~ 
aircraft are under the mission control of the Depaljll~ri~#?tO.~f~h~~~mW~iJ~:GU 
remaining a civil resource underthe operational contrqtof,Jt1~::r~~p:gri~Jf:){~P.$;'H:: 
entity or citizen. Also called CRAF. a. CRAF Stage· L·:Jljis:st~ge:(oyoh/.e~O.Q.P:·1~:.:: . 

· use of.civil air resources that air carriers will furnish to tile·DepartffiE;r:lthtlDefen;se·;\c.: 

· ~~:~~:~~~:~~:~~:~~~r~:~:~~=~~~~t~~~~~~~~J': 
assume mission control of those airlift assets conir.nitted.t()•GRA.F'~t~QE~H~>;p~.O::,'< 
CRAF Stage II. This stage involves DOD use of ci~IJ:·alr<r~soH'~~·s-,t~~#h~-aif··.;::J" 

~~~~~~~e ~:!~~~~~~1~~~:e~~:~~~~;~~i~~~?il,~l~l~~ 
mission control of those airlift assets committedto:·CRA~~·sta~9,1~ .•.•.... ·'t{tC~~f<~(·~ 
Stage. IlL This stage involves DOD use of civil air::r~~:r~~.:~~n~~:;:~~~~t~:~tf,i 

. entity.or citizen that the air carriers will furnish to th~\D~P~rt6't~gt.:q~\P:~f~~$~{io\:~;::i 

· .. ~S!;b~::~~:~~1::~:~:~!~~~;~~~~~-~ll~~-:-'''-. 
Secretary of Defense may authorize activation. ;pt.thi$:,s~~~~}P~tJ!limn . •:.;t }~1~b; 
Commander, Air Mobility Command, to assume ·m.is$ion'con .. gj_idt:;th'()seif~iftifll\~~t 
assets committed to CRAF Stage Ill. _:·. :).:i.:'~~:f~.; .. \!.~1-~~l>;s. ;~~tj[\'ji""v'·' j~~~1~~~J~j~ 
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General. The Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF) is designed to augment airlift capability 
with US civil aircraft, aircrews, and support structure during CRAF activation. Although Air 
Mobility· Command (AMC) assumes mission control of CRAF airlift assets during an 
activation, individual CRAF carriers retain operational control of their own assets. In this 
way, the military gains the use of civil aircraft and aircrews and access to the· civil en route 
support structure. The CRAF is comprised of three segments shown in the figure below. 

International Segment. This segment consists of long-range and short-range sections. 
The long-range section provides the largest capability with passenger and crugo aircraft. 
Aircraft must be extended-rangecapable (over water). The short-range section supports near 
offshore operations with both passenger and cargo aircraft. 

National Segment. This segment consists of the Domestic Services and Alaska sections. 
The Domestic ServiCes section provides passenger and cargo aircraft for domestic-only service 
using regional US air carriers with at least 75 seats (30,000 lbs allowable cabin load) and a 
cargo capability of at least 32,000 lbs. The Domestic Services section is used in CRAF Stage 
Til (see below) only. The Alaska section provides cargo aircraft support to Alaska in CRAF 
Stage IT and Stage Til. 

Aeromedical Segment. The Aeromedical segment consists of reconfigured Boeing 767 
aircraft, which will be used to evacuate critical casualties from the area of responsibility/joint 
operations area. In addition, these aircraft will be used to move medical supplies and crews 
to the theater, thus permitting other aircraft to maximize the cargo flow. The Aeromedical 
segment is used in both CRAF Stage II and CRAF Stage III. 

Activation of Civil Reserve Air Fleet. There are three stages of CRAF activation designed 
to meet varying levels of defense airlift needs. · Commander in Chief, US Transportation 
Command may activate Stages I and II with the approval of the Secretary of Defense. The 
Secretary of Defense will issue the order to activate Stage ill. The CRAF is activated in order 
to use commercial airlift assets to augmentDepartmentofDefense's military airlift capability. 

• Stage I -Committed Airlift Expansion. This stage is activated to support substantially 
expanded peacetime military airlift requirements when AMC' s military airlift capability 
cannot meet both the deployment and other airlift requirements simultaneously. It is 
comprised of long-range assets only. 

• Stage IT- Defense Airlift Emergency. This stage is activated to support a defense airlift 
emergency. It responds to requirements greater than Stage I but is less than full national · 
mobilization. It is comprised of all three segments. 

• Stage Til- National Emergency. This stage is activated to support a declared national 
defense-oriented emergency or war, or when otherwise necessary for the national defense. 
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The Civil Reserve Air Fleet augments airlift capabilities with US civil aircraft, 
aircrews, and support structure. 

. . . ~RAF: A Middif!9ed• i~~~~;!t~t~:~'(~jf,~~~~·;:;j~~~~~~~:!~l[~ 
The Civil Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF), a,43~year old pr~9r~~:~·slg·~~c:l.:t,~,:~.U.gttl!rt~;,~·,, 
the organic capability , of the US Transportation: :C()rnmand 2(l.I$Tt;I.~N$CO.Ml · : . 
with civil aircraft, was called Into service first time·:e\f~r ()~\~ ~ '~llg~~J<t9~o~:::j;' 

. On that. date, Military. Airlift Command. (now Alr: .. ~.9,~i,I_,~;P'>'r.#l##.rl~\.C~~C::)X,~y:· 
activated the 38 cargo, :and passenger.· aircraft of<;Stage:J_:;.to':·ni~t?:'ht:jf:,l'lltl~l,~~;y 
surge requirem_ents. of Operation DESERT SHIELQ~:·~=Th!::~cr.~~~ti''~§t,p.!f!ri~~·;:.j:~; 
followed 5 months later, on 16 January 1991, by acti\fa~log~~~f.~~g~:ll;:ll.~~~-~g~=t 
more aircraft to meet the pressing sustainment ·requirements ·ot; ·operation.·· 

DESERT STORM. . . : ; •·;:··;:;;;.-:;'f!i~~~~?~1;~i·;.~~~c• 
Established In 1952, CRAF was sized and structured/t()=meef,the:threafjofa''';;::;; 
Soviet Invasion of Europe. Its purpose was "to. aijgrilenf U$':':trini~ey 5fii'i1i#.·.:;.;:; 
forces with civil air carriers to support emergency airlift r8q~lr,,rJ.1!.tit!::r~tiJri~~~:{: 
CRAF, US air carriers voluntarily commit cargo_ and::p_a~eog~t,'):!i~~i~ft<t~.;::.": 
support airlift requirements that exceed airlift capabil,tl •• f.:ttie.~c~&.le):~=pll;ct.9'~;\:t; 
specific aircraft by tall number to one of three. stages :of: crls~~{!~C.al~tl()n:~;;;;j 
Stage 1 - Committed Expansion; Stage 11 - DefEtr'll.!:~ld.rll._!f{E;m~!ij.~n~y;:_.::§~-[?' 
Stage Ill- National Emergency. The·CRAF suppc;ry_;'l!.··a~#§.::d..lyi:~~~.=J!I.~9::;~~!,:::f) 
functional segments: long-range International; ·stlort~rangfj<lt~~•ro~'lt?i'lltl,.'\tn 
domestic, Alaskan, and aeromedical. Once actlvated{ttie ·cairrl~r$-~contlfa'ue:'t~-~~);; 
_operate the aircraft and· provide full support, l~clu~~~-9d~•-li': s~:~:··F!_~:~~~!~~);{h 
maintenance. AMC, however, assumes mission contrc)t ~:severattarrier,.~ai~.J:~~~; · 

. have agreed to serve a• senior .lodgers .during Stage;JI:~i)l,~{t6·!~;~~P:~~tW~-:~~y~];li 
provide expanded ground support services to all aircrilft:al:1~·'th~li.i~r,ws·~f~·-·rig1'h: 

designated commercial airports. . •... · . .· · ··.· • .... ·.· ,i!'~li!:tJ;j,:[;~~%~~~:·:·" ~~~~;~~~~~~ 
Each stage of CRAF is designed to meet the incnult;~;,aif,l~~;}req~.l~.ljl~l1~~;_q~;L::. 
escalating levels of emergency.· The Commander ln:<::r.-~~f;,::U!3.~p~~-N,~~C:9ft.'.Y:Ca.,M;~ 

· call up Stage I aircraft on 24-hour notice to meefcrislsf·:·requ~rem~nts{,~:;~T67ij;~~i:: 
Secretary of Defense can activate· Stage II aircraffi :.aiso,=on:::24~11o~'f::)notlcEtJY~~·: 

' . . .. : .. · .. ·:- · ... ·.: ::~--. :.~·:: ··. ': .. <··::.: :-~: ,;:·:· .. ;· ·>_;_:::~;.;.:._::;;~.;;..; .. >:~ .... :~~~::~~-.::~:~;::~;;~ 
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CIVIL RESERVE AIR FLEET 

',: :· .. :•<'·> •:•:,:,; ... : :·• ':: :'· .. :· '' : :· . ·.·····,:·::.'·'··'•".<•··~·•;-:;:: :,,\'::/iC:F'~G~)<,:. ..,, ·.~/:·•t:t:::·~'-'1:~<+-><::•: .,,-:, . :·: '? ; :;a~~~~~"J~~e:~n=~=~·~=:; •;.·:.a f\ln;, · .• · :~,7~ ·.··· • . , • ~; Jh'l! • .. · ..•.... ,, , 
··:.>C?Pn.~.i~!_()~~: ()~e,_·tt,! ~resident._·or·c()~_g.~~~~. · · ... :.~ ;~ .·.·~· ••• ~. • f,._"_'- .. 

:_·{.;~_·:ri=::_.:~;:-_:_.;_ -~.:. ;~_-~;~_ ~¥_,;._,;;r~_ ... _.tw_;·~:~:. ~~~~;~_ ~:.}_!_;r_ .. _r_n_.., .". • •.• • -.; ·" ·. · · · ·~::::- ,::.-::: ;-;;.; · • ·~ ~~ · ;::_ · ·.· ,_ ·"· .·· . 

:;:::;.a,t~~~~·--~~.l.l.':IS.~Ie to:the governm,~f1t··:.:_:._~_.: :.::") ;';::.>: .. : _:_,;Y_ •.• _._;,_!jj;_;:,,_· ,:_:_:··~··_.:;:';.· ;·_ .•. ·/.:. :_~·' •. :.{['.· · · }< 

;_·:_: __ :'_:-_A_··.>:'I.i_··.h.::_~_:_6t_ :g_\.~~-::._J~. •_r_ .. ·.l_n_ clpai~Y .•.. · ~i.· m_ •. ed at .. a.·~.: g_~.· ~-~~~~-. g __ ·.::·,.. ·'~.· .:. .• . . . •• , ·· ··~· · .·,· · · · · -·~ ···c.···.... · · ::i . . . ' ;:•: '· .-r-·-~ \";. ··~ ... :~··> . . ... ;,;: . ·: -~. ;•: 
::,v;a.,-time,.the CRAF Program is also used to .•>. ·. ••" .. , ~ .•.. •:>·>. . ~: .. 
'\',:Y~!~~s V.l:~_-carriers tha_ t commit_ aircraft t~(-• .. ·~·-··: ... , .. _, .~"-": .. ·····. · .... ~ .· .. _ .. : >.:.') .i . t ti I f CRAF b .d · ~·· ... .,.,. · .•... _,.,,_,, ... ..::._.·.. ··.·· ... ·" .... 
· · . }~ ema o~~, segment o · , .as~ .. upon fill~~. .~ ?"~~ ~, :~-~; ;·.·~·, . . , .. ?'!', . 

_: payl().a_d;ol:,lock speed," and range,-et~~ A~C t:l~h~:~~-:!~~····.iJ: ••~-•·e •. :~~ ,tl1e_m,c•b!lll~l.tJ~t~'b~~!~9~~ ·• 
~to-establish "entitlements," expressed in · .-:;:~ -'~::. • · ~::..;;'. ;:;;;; .. · · · •. :·:= 

~~n1111r business.· · · · • ·. ·; _,•· ' .''.; 2 !I.:t:! ·~ .· };)• ·' •. ·• • •-.: ·j;!f.tl~~~.·.i·, ·i·r•;.. ;_1i 

. • .• •. . • • . . . ~L :; ; •. '11:::::: ·:J;: '~i< :f· · ;~ :_i); >.:::i;;;;:,.. .Ifi~:tt . 
_A ''joint·.venture" concept provides _ • ..::::.: .. < ..... 

• CRAF Program. Under this concept, va••·-·~:; . >·:~ · ... :: .· ... ~<.· 
. · mobilization values associated with their ·.· 
· ' Instead, they can trade those mobilization ~-:; ;~ .• • · ., ~"' · "' : . 

partners that want to. augment normal .• ,.,_ . . . , . ·: .. 
Civil Reserve Air Fleet augments· airlift •. ..., , : .••.. ·</.. . -;;: , 

aircrews, and support structure . . . . . ~11. 1 .. 1. !._'; C,""IP, .• ,I,~ .... ~_:::~.~.~~ .. ).t • .. ~ v.'!fel$tabll .. _ .. _,fi.6!~'ct:(.c ;;::~ .• ; m~;i 

dinduce"ctharrierls, particularly small-package v~~ ... /.:0">:~.::~ ... ?:: •>'"· . ; • ·•·.·.•· •. ··.·.' ... _·.·.··.!:t·.··.l·.·.·.···.··.····.·:·,.·,,:<""l"".· ... · .. ·.'· .. ~ .•... o s.o o. erw se. · • . . . . : :· ::: >. • .. :.: .. .,:.J,;/'' .i;: :;:,>. :,; , ..• ,. . 

Th~ process for CRAF activation begins _;._ .. :.:: >· ..... : ·~~~<./\:: · · .~} ·.,; . 

:::~%:~:~n~~=~=~~u~:ro~~::u~npl~ ,,, .. ~.;,; ; · ' · · • .·· · · · 't 
are needed. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs "~iT1.1 §~rJ:.{··~~~:.;.:·~ .... :.~ ... ~-!~ij· :~,~~~b~~:1t·~!~Z~rt~i~~ •:·,.... ·.:: .· .. ':\·:'\:-::::-" ..... 
requirements, and USTRANSCOM translates the . . . . . . . . . . . . , . 

. . ·. ~ ·.. '~~:~. :;..·.:..;·~·· .. ' :· . ::::,;; ... ~ ;· i . >·; . : ., .:.;.,:, . 
deployment data and designates them for···- _ .:-.·.·,. ur . • ~· .... ·.· , ... · ~·""· 
USTRANSCOM then provides the airlift deploynu~nt· . . :.•"' "' .... : •••. :::.. ,, ~;;;,,::; 
detailed lift requirements and the flight ~ched_uiEts:: L.- . ·.. . _~:J.,:• :~_\':. ~-.~< 
After programming its organic lift capability, AMC ~~:~,· ~~": f..$. <~ ~:- .. :•• : 
augmentation necessary, taking Into conside~~ttion ~';'A _ -c.->>". •:;;::o: , 

available by expanding the scope of on-going cont~a~t~-": .... · • < .::;-:/: 

a~ so assesses, as warra~ted, the CRAF stage that be~t "}~et~; ,.1 

••• ~;;~ •. •• • • •• • • :: ••• 

aarlift requirements, notifies the carriers of pOS$_i~l~t_:·pR!~~· :_c'":. •. . . . . 
either activates CRAF Stage I (with USTRA~e::~~-~ · · ~ , .·~ .. • .. _.-' .'- .:;~-. !;:··~. 
to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,~· .. vw~~:.~i.~TI~· .. . .. . . . _·. . . .. _·'. 
declaration of an airlift or national emergency:~~·~· . .. . ;;;.< ~c "•-::•; . . , ;.-.; 

The Chairm~n of the Joint Chiefs of Staff then n_otifi.!~.~._ ~·-~ ... . <·· ~ , . ·:~· .. 
. who, If he concurs with the CJCS's posltion,-:&.Pr:~~~ ;~···~ : < .... ::..;,; . 
Transportation of his Intent to activate CRAF. : On~":. : , · . . ::~;; 
assigns airlift priorities to meet the CINC's ,;;:~~.~- :·~·· · 

. . ."".·:·:oo/. .. , .. 
. .. . . ·, ·. ·. ~-.. , .... ;. . : :;::: :,.:~··. ;::, 

··Shortly ·after the President's decision tol :aa~"·~~.;~ .•• ~~--~ •• ~;·: ·~·--~~~::2~-·: -~~-~i~·=<'f:-~~,~~~~ 
Invasion of Kuwait, US air carriers volun .,_. · 
requirements of Operation DESERT SHIELD •·· . ·• .. ·;~ • . .· '~-~:~ : ... ···~- .. 
They moved their first passengers on 7 Augu_1 ~t·:·:u• ~-~-•Q~;~·0i:J~v.:,~l~$!i~}7;1tb~r;:.,b.~ 
completed In excess of 100 passenger. and· ·.;;.c:··~·,>·.:: ··•' ···>2.L' '~·:,·~::;;·;,;. 

flights) involving more than 30 aircraft. On~-!! J .. ::-·~~·.: .... ~-~~~; .. :,;,: ;:-: ·~;::<:/ .~:7;: ::: :- ..... ·:r <~i 
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CJCS ALERT ORDER 

f';~:fJ~i11:+n1:u~~S,:~::~:~g~e~·',~ .. ·~· ,~. ~~\~~~i~~~~~~~~~~~~::ir~.•~• 
~~~~~~~~I~-~::s~~r:;:n~;Sl;.······~· ~6f~~~BIIi:ll~~~~;~, 
m ¢R.A.F: $tage·, n·to :meeftt1e;additlonai~. 
:':)~.D.~$~fiT)ST()RM. · C~nsequent,y,. ·by 01 2··· 

t:':·capat.n•'Y.•ncr&asedto an average23~" :~:j~=· ~~~l~~~~i~r!~~iJ~J~j; :r:~'l~r~su~pci'rt. for Oper~tion i:)ESERTSHIELD~·:. 

":· The''CRAF Pr~gram is:a DOD .succes~,story. · 

·':::: satil.5fy;J:.oid: War requirements, has: proven 'lt!~:~~~~~6~~~~~~~li~t~i:iw~~~n::j:lgrri 
·· .. satistyin·g · peacetime airlift. requirements that: . 

:'carr.it:tr$·::responded to both the program's ·1n " : capablll.ies~:. Further, during the 199~91 Per~~lal~":~: ~~[~~~!~~~~~j~~~~!~~; 
:activations completing In excess of 4,700 m · 

·•. and resupply materielo This proved.lnvaluable In prc,vii~lrig~A~~~~)•J'IJh.::tljt~;niifit·il-~1;;; 
tc»:satlsty:ihe combatant commander's surge, sulst81f'lnil8~1t~':~~n~Et'-~81~~oy.~~f!i11t:";k{ 

.. re~~irements. . .. 

Sour~e: Review of Strategic MobilitY. Progra~~·,·"y~~,l~~!!~.:~~;;9:~'!,~1?1~~~~~r'J,~;,~Ii~j;~? 
· · Fleet, Bethesda: Logistics.· ~:!n~~~;~;~~~~!~~~:~~~!~·~~:!~'~f~;~~l~tt{:,~\j 

Related Tenns 
mobility; mobilization 

JP 4-01.1 
JP4-05 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Airlift Support to Joint Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

CJCS ALERT ORDER 

alert order . . . · ;·::.:: :.:::;.:·:?[/.~}j'};fi\\f;~~~i,·Jf:~~~~,~~-~~px··~;Jj~~Jt.J~;,~] 
1. A crisis-action planning directive from the Secretacy;()f ~petf~.n.~~~:i~§ij~,Q.:Q~::,~:.: 
the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, that provide~.e~~etj~~~;·gbi~~~~;.fAr:Ut; 
planning and directs the initiation of execution planning;fof~'h~.$~-~~c,t.~~:.cc:>IJ~€)::;r: 
of action authorized by the Secretary of Defense. 2. ·;A planrji~gk#t~c:ij~~itij~t;::t: 

~~~~~~ :::~~~~~rr:~~~g~~~~~~~~c:p~~~v~:~~~mr~,~~~i~~~~~r~~~~ 
. alert order does not authorize execution of the appro\ie'dioourse:iof;:aCtion<i*~i;}!:ii> 

· ·. .·:.::·· .::z;~~~.:~1}l:r~i·ttiiif~~~~~,1~fstj·~D,~:;:··;·; ~· [!; ;·rAiJI;J! 
The focus of the course of action (COA) selection phase of crisis action planning is on the 

selection of a COA by the National Command Authorities (NCA) and the initiation of execution 
planning. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the other members 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, reviews and evaluates the CO As provided in· the supported 
commander's estin:tate and prepares recommendations and advice for consideration by the 
NCA. The NCA select a COA and direct that execution planning be accomplished. Upon 
receipt of the NCA decision, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff issues a CJCS ALERT 
ORDER i~plementing the NCA decision. 
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CJCS EXECUTE ORDER 

A CJCS ALERT ORDER is a formal, 'crisis action planning (CAP)-prescribed order 
approved by the Secretary of Defense and transmitted to the supported commander and other 
members of the joint planning and execution community (JPEC) to announce the COA selected 
by the NCA and to initiate execution planning. The CJCS ALERT ORDER describes the 
selected COA in sufficient detail to allow the supported commander, in coordination with 
other members of the JPEC, to conduct the detailed planning required to deploy forces. It 
will contain guidance to amplify or change earlier g·uidance provided in the CJCS WARNING 
ORDER. 

The ALERT ORDER will be issued by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs·of Staff and 
requires Secretary of Defense authorization because it conveys the NCA decision on COA 
selection that might initiate execution planning.· An ALERT ORDER will normally be issued 
following a decision by the NCA that conduct of military operations in support of n~tiomil 
interests is a distinct possibility and will normally be issued following receipt of the 
COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE. In a rapidly developing situation, however, the ALERT 
ORDER may be issued immediately following recognition of a crisis without the prior 
exchange of information normally included in Phases I, ll, and Ill of CAP procedures, or it 
may be omitted if a PLANNING ORDER has been issued. 

The specific contents of the ALERT ORDER may vary widely, as with the WARNING 
ORDER or PLANNING ORDER, depending on the nature of the crisis and the degree of 
prior planning. An existing plan may be applicable as written, partially applicable, or adapted . 
to fit the particular crisis. When no existing plan is adaptable to the crisis, the emergency 
preparation of an OPERATION ORDER may be necessary. 

If required by circumstances, the ALERT ORDER may include a DEPLOYMENT 
PREPARATION ORDER or DEPLOYMENT ORDER; i.e., changes to alert status of units 
and movement of selected forces to pre-position for impending operations. 

Related Terms 
CJCS execute order; CJCS pla_nning order; CJCS warning order; course of action; crisis 
action planning; execution planning 

JP5-0 
JP 5-03.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol 1: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 

CJCS EXECUTE ORDER 

~~~Lrt:~~~:Sued by the Chairman of llie Joint.6hjl~J~~::;1~~-~~l~i~~l 
and at the direction of the Secretary of Defense/to: irilP.Ierrf~pff·a~tf\.Jati(.)rjal;:::;: 

~~~t~:=~"!:~o~~~~~~r!t=~~Sta mnna3,~~~~~~0!r~~1~5~4~~~{~ 
When the Secretary of Defense authorizes the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 

direct the supported commander to implement the OPERATION ORDER (OPORD), the 
Chairman issues a CJCS .EXECUTE ORDER. The CJCS EXECUTE ORDER directs the 
deployment and employment of forces, defines the timing for the initiation of operations, and 
conveys guidance not provided in earlier crisis action planning (CAP) orders and instructions: ( · 
The supported commander, in tum, issues an EXECUTE ORDER to subordinate and 
supporting commanders that directs the execution of their OPORDs. Subordinate and 
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CJCS PLANNING ORDER 

supporting commanders execute their OPORDs and conduct operations to accomplish 
objectives. 

The EXECUTE ORDER will be issued by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
direct execution of an OPORD or other military operation to implement a National Command 
Authorities (NCA) decision. The EXECUTE ORDER will be issued by authority and direction 
of the Secretary of Defense. The EXECUTE ORDER will be issued upon decision by the 
NCA to execute a military operation. Under the full CAP procedures, an EXECUTE ORDER 
would normally result from an NCA decision, following execution planning initiated by a 
PLANNING or ALERT ORDER. In a particularly time-sensitive situation requiring an 
immediate response, an EXECUTE ORDER may be issued without prior formal crisis 
planning, as would normally take place in Phases I through V of CAP. 

When prior execution planning has been accomplished through adaptation of an existing 
plan or the development of an emergency OPORD, most of the guidance necessary for 
execution will already have been passed to the implementing commands, either through an · 
existing plan or by a previously issued WARNING ORDER, PLANNING ORDER, ALERT 
ORDER, DEPLQYMENT PREPARATION ORDER, DEPLOYMENT ORDER, or 
REDEPLOYMENT ORDER. Under these circumstances, the EXECUTE ORDER need 
only contain the authority to execute the planned operation and any additional essential 
guidance, such as the date and time for execution. Reference to previous planning documents 
is sufficient for additional guidance. 

In the no-prior-warning response situation where a crisis event or incident requ.ires an 
immediate response without any prior formal planning, the EXECUTE ORDER must pass 
all essential guidance that would normally be issued in the WARNING ORDER, PLANNING · 
ORDER, and ALERT ORDER. Under such rapid reaction conditions, the EXECUTE ORDER 
will generally follow the same paragraph headings as the PLANNING or ALERT ORDER. 
If some information may be desirable but is not readily available, it can be provided in a 
subsequent message because the EXECUTE ORDER will normally be very time-sensitive. 

Related Terms 
CJCS alert order; CJCS planning order; CJCS warning order 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 
JP 5-03.1 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol I: (Planning Policies 
and Procedure5;) · 

CJCS PLANNING ORDER 

planning order . 
1. ·An order issued by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. 
planning. The planning order will normally follovi a 
a planning order will normally take the place of 
of Staff alert order. National Command 
of action is not ·required before issuing a 
planning order. 2: A planning directive that . 

· and: directs the initiation of execution planning 
approves a military course of action. · 

In some cases, a PLANNING ORDER is used to initiate execution planning activities 
before a course of action (COA) is formally selected by the National Command Authorities 
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CJCS PLANNING ORDER 

(NCA). Used in this manner, the PLANNING ORDER saves time and allows the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) additional flexibility in directing military activities. The 
PLANNING ORDER will not normally be used to direct the deployment of forces or to 
increase force ~earliness. If force deployment is directed, the PLANNING ORDER will 
require the approval of the Secretary of Defense. Issuance of either the PLANNING ORDER 
or the ALERT ORDER marks the beginning of execution planning. 

The PLANNING ORDER may be issued by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
initiate Phase V for the supported commander. It does not eliminate the CJCS requirement in 
Phase IV to obtain NCA approval of a COA before executiOJ;t in Phase VI. The PLANNING 
ORDER is normally approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

A PLANNING ORDER is issued when execution planning is desired before NCA approval 
of a COA is obtained or to compress the phases of the crisis action planning (CAP) while 
obtaining NCA approval on a OCS-recornmended COA. A PLANNING ORDER is normally 
issued by record communication using a precedence of IMMEDIATE or FLASH, as 
appropriate. 

At the Joint Staff level, the PLANNING ORDER generally equates to a planning directive 
in the deliberate planning process and will contain all readily available guidance pertaining 
to the crisis. The precise contents of the PLANNING ORDER may vary widely depending 
on the nature of the crisis and the degree of prior planning. Where little or no prior planning 
exists to meet a crisis, the supported commander will be given the guidance necessary to 
permit him to begin crisis planning. The PLANNING ORDER should be issued as soon as 
possible, even if detailed guidance is not available. Normally, the planning order will allocate 
major combat forces and strategic lift available for planning. Additional information should 
be issued as soon as possible in message form and reference the initial planning order. 

The PLANNING ORDER defines the objectives, anticipated mission or tasks, pertinent 
constraints, and, if applicable, tentative combat forces available to the commander for planning 
and strategic lift allocations. Further guidance relating to the crisis, including any specific 
direction from the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, will also be provided as necessary, 
but the supported commander will retain maximum flexibility in determining how he will 
carry out his assigned mission and tasks. 

Related Terms 
CJCS alert order; CJCS execute order; CJCS warning order 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations JP 5-0 

JP 5-03.1 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol I: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 
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CJCS WARNING ORDER 

CJCS WARNING ORDER 

- -~amin~~o~et ··_-:-' ~--,· .. , ·: ~· · :· ... · . ::J:-:· ,,,:,: · :":,,<<·::~~~<_~/~:-,:,·_· __ ,~:;rt!~-":q~~:et,';i~:t:_:·:_:r-::''~ ,,~~-~·,::: 

': :. r:. A pr~lif!lin:ary notice o! an order qr ~ctio~ w.hich is to ft)llow~ t~.-, :J\.<?nsis action. ·., 

.;:.:~~~~~~g:~~~~~:af:n~6ki;~~~1~~if~~~~~~~:g~~~~~··••• 
. and requests that a commander's estimate be subry:1itt~d:: 3~ ·A-p,laryn!ng dh:ective,. 
. ,that describes the situation, allocates fOrces and reSourCeS~ establisti~'oommand 

·.·· .. relatjonships,'provides other initial planning guidanctt;a~~ initiates su~ordinate/·: 
_: :_: :unit ·,pi~i(jn_ planning;; .. ··.·:.·. · · ·. · : . .· :: ~, ':/:::::.:::::::: .· -• -:. ·•· ··:··; ... _:::~i:: .. Jjj[:;j·;·.f~l:i::~-~-;;~~-~~f:_~'I.m.ll~.:i;r,·~'t~·~u:],~g~,:y;: 

When a crisis situation develops, an assessment is conducted that may result in the issuance 
of a CJCS WARNING ORDER. Courses of action (COAs) are developed based on an 
existing operation plan or operation plan in concept form, if applicable. The combatant 
commander proposes COAs and makes any recommendations when the Commander's 
Estimate is forwarded to the National Command Authorities (NCA). The NCA select a 
COA and, when directed, the Chairman issues a CJCS ALERT ORDER. The combatant 
commander now has the essential elements necessary for fmalizing the construction of a 
campaign plan using the approved COA as the centerpiece of the plan. 

The WARNING ORDER will be issued by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 
initiate Phase ill-Course of Action Development. If the crisis warrants change in the alert 
status of units or pre-positioning of units, then the WARNING ORDER can contain a 
DEPLOYMENT PREPARATION or DEPLOYMENT ORDER. The WARNING ORDER 
is normally approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. If the order contains 
deployment of forces, Secretary of Defense authorization is required. The WARNING ORDER 
will be issued at the earliest practicable time following recognition of a crisis. 

The WARNING ORDER normally will be issued by record communication, using a 
precedence of IMMEDIATE or FLASH. 

The WARNING ORDER of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff generally ·equates to 
a planning directive in the deliberate planning process and should contain all readily available 
guidance pertaining to the crisis. The precise contents of the WARNING ORDER may vary 
widely depending on the nature of the crisis and the degree of prior planning. Where little or 
no prior planning exists to meet a crisis, the supported commander will be provided with 
essential guidance necessary to permit him to commence crisis planning. The WARNING 
ORDER should be issued as soon as possible, even if detailed guidance is not available. 

The WARNING ORDER defines the objectives, anticipated mission or tasks, pertinent 
constraints, command relationships, and, if applicable, tentative combat forces available to 
the commander for planning and strategic lift allocations. Further guidance relating to the 
crisis, such as changes to existing rules of engagement or any specific directions from the 
NCA, will also be provided as necessary, but maximum flexibility will be left to the supported 
commander in determining how to carry out the assigned mission and tasks. 

Related Terms 
CJCS alert order; CJCS execute order; CJCS planning order 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 
JP 5-03.1 
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CLOSE AIR SUPPORT 
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:;::~·:1.\ir::~ction .by··fixed~· ~n.tt:rotary~wir;g·~ircraft a.~ainS"t·h,pstU~'t~rg(3t$ ·"'{t"liqt"l:~~$\ili :i: 
t:r·:·~s·,c,~.·RfC?.~i:iJliW:to:w~r9.'Y f()rc~.$:~~:.W.~.i.S~··.r~.gyir~:~~!~!~~~~i#!~Q:~'.!9n:qf~.~%~·~,:s; 
:;,·. airanission with the:· fire· and movement of thosa·:torces;•;:tAiso;calledCASl ·\·it>+:~ 
i·.: .. ~~~!1!;!:)i~i~:;(:· · > •• ::· . •• ·: :;,< ; .. · · .. · · :. · · · · ,.,; :', · ... _;.,, ,Y.'i'·.:·i;~~J\[~,l~:;~;,;@~if~J~~fl'.<;~::f{J~r~:J,:G,iit~hl~f~{t9~i"ii? 

General. Joint close air support (CAS) is CAS conducted through joint air operations (as 
described in Joint Pub 3-56.1, "Command and Control for Joint Air Operations") or in the 
case of rotary-wing aircraft, through the establishment of a command relationship between 
components. 

CAS is a tactical level operation and is planned and executed to accomplish miiitary 
objectives assigned to tactical units or task forces. CAS planning focuses on the ordered 
arrangement and maneuver of combat elements in relation to each other and/or to the enemy 
to achieve combat objectives. Although· CAS is a tactical operation, it is linked to the 
operational art through the air apportionment process. 

CAS can be conducted at any place and time friendly combat forces are in close proximity 
to enemy forces. The word "close" does not imply a specific distance; rather, it is situational. 
The requirement for detailed integration because of proximity, fires, or movement is the 
determining factor. CAS provides firepower in offensive. and defensive operations to destroy, 
disrupt, suppress, fix, or delay enemy forces. 

At times, CAS is the best force available to mass lethal capability rapidly in order to 
exploit tactical opportunities or to save friendly lives. Each Service performs CAS within its 
organic capabilities, organization, and training. As a· result, a variety of aircraft are capable 
of performing CAS. Some, however, are better designed and suited for the CAS mission than 
others. Regardless of Service, all aircraft capable of performing CAS must be. fully integrated 
into joint operations to give the joint force commander flexibility in force employment. 

~: •' .. :..... . 

··~-·~"> 

CASis provided to ground commanders when th(! situation requires detailed 
integration of firepower against enemy forces. 
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CAS Usage. Maneuver force commanders request CAS to augment organic supporting 
fires. They can use.CAS to attack the enemy in a majority of weather conditions, day or 
night. Improvements in tactics, techniques, procedures, and equipment have improved the 
ability of aircraft to provide support. The speed, range, and maneuverability of aircraft allow 
them to attack targets other supporting arms cannot effectively engage because of limiting 
factors, such as target type, range, terrain, or the ground scheme of maneuver. 

CAS provides commanders with_ uniquely flexible and responsive fire support. Pr.operly 
employed, commanders focus the firepower of CAS at decisive places and times to achieve 
their tactical objectives. Using CAS, commanders can take full advantage of battlefield 
opportunities. The three-dimensional mobility and speed of aircraft provides commanders · 
with a means to strike the enemy swiftly and unexpectedly. Th~ maneuver force commander 
considers mission and concept of operations, enemy air defenses and the joint force's ability 
to counter them, integration with other supporting arms, and types of CAS assets available in 
planning for CAS. 

CAS is integrated with other fire_ support measures to support maneuver forces. Whether 
conducting offensive or defensive operations, commanders focus CAS at key points throughout 
the depth of the battlefield. Priority for the assignment of CAS is to support the commander's 
intent and concept of operation. Commensurate with other mission requirements, 
suppOrting air commanders posture their assets to optimize support to requesting units. 

CAS Employment. The organizational structure, missions, and the characteristics of CAS­
capable aircraft determine how CAS is employed. In a joint force, the integration of CAS­
capable aircraft allows maneuver force commanders to take advantage of the distinctly different, 
but complementary, capabilities of each platform to support the fire and maneuver of their 
units. Although fixed- and rotary-wing aircraft can both- provide CAS, employment 
considerations differ. Traditional planning and employment methods for fixed-wing CAS 
may not be best for rotary-wing aircraft. 

While attack helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft capabilities are complementary, neither 
type can fully replace the air support provided by the other. The range, speed, and ordnance 
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load of fixed-wing aircraft and the helicopter's excellent responsiveness and ability to operate 
in diverse conditions are distinct advantages peculiar to each. 

Conditions for Effective CAS. (See figure below.) 
Air Superiority. Air superiority permits CAS to function more effectively and denies that 

same advantage to the enemy. It may range from local or temporary air superiority to control 
of the air over the entire area of responsibility/jointoperating area. 

Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses (SEAD ), SEAD may be required for CAS aircraft to 
operate within areas defended by enemy air defense systems. Available means to suppress 
enemy air defense threats include destructive and disruptive means. 

Target Marking. The requesting commander can improve CAS effectiveness by providing 
timely and accurate target marks. Target marking aids CAS aircrews in building situational 
awareness~ locating, and attacking the proper target. 

Favorable Weather. Favorable visibility improves aircrew effectiveness regardless of aircraft 
tYpe. Adverse weather CAS is available through specially-equipped aircraft and radar beacons; 
however, radars or radar beacons may not work well in conditions of heavy precipitation. 
Before CAS missions are executed, minimum weather conditions will be met. The air unit 
commander determines the minimum weather required for CAS missions. 

Prompt Response. To be effective, CAS must provide a timely response to the request. 
Streamlined request and control procedures improve responsiveness. Prompt response allows 
a commander to exploit fleeting battlefield opportunities. Techniques for improving response 
time include the use of forward operating bases to decrease the distance to the area of operations; 

CONDITIONS FOR EFFE:CTIVE''· 
CLOSE AIR SUPPORT :: .. 
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placing aircrews on ground or airborne alert status; and delegating launch and divert authority 
to subordinate units. · 

Aircrew and Terminal Controller Skill. CAS execution is complex. Aircrew and terminal 
controller skills influence mission success. Maintaining a high degree of skill requires that 
aircrews and terminal controllers practice frequently. Frequent training is essential to maintain 
the skill and currency required to successfully accomplish the CAS mission in a joint 
environment. In addition, training with all maneuver elements is essential. 

Appropriate Ordnance. To achieve the desired level of destruction, neutralization, or 
suppression of enemy CAS targets, it is necessary to tailor the weapons load and arming and 
fuzing settings for· the required results. For example, cluster and general purpose munitions 
would be effective against troops and vehicles in the open, whereas hardened, mobile, or 
pinpoint targets may require specialized weapons such as laser guided, electro-optical, infrared 
munitions, or aircraft with special equipment or capabilities. In all cases, the requesting 
commander needs to know the type of ordnance to be expended (especially cluster munitions). 

Communications. CAS requires dependable and interoperable communications between 
aircrews, air con~ol agencies, terminal controllers, req~esting commanders, and fire support 
agencies. · 

Command and Control. CAS requires an integrated, flexible command and control structure 
to process CAS requirements, assign assets, communicate taskings, deconflict fires and routing, 
coordinate support, establish airspace control measures, and update or warn of threats to 
CAS assets. 

. • . ·.·. . . Close Air Support in W~~~;~r;~~r~mi.~~~f",~~~~&t~~~~ 
Despite the losses inflicted on attacking aircraft~ aetl8.1 at;&c)(,()f: •.. · ....•... t~,ll1•:tre{C)~Ii·::; 

=~::P~R~~ ~~~-~~~~ie::: ty:~s::!:~t e?glu~tJ~l:;~~~(lfii~\i · 
duties) cooperated with advancing British tanks~ attack.lng:,rtl.ll.:tey<p~s,l~lc>o~h:l; 
.at Bourlon Woods as the tanks· advanced. Subsequ·ef1i!'&,n~)y$1S.::.~9:~~)ll~!~-f:~.·:~ 

. that "the aeroplane pilots often made advance· po·~~~~:\'\t~!i1':.!~.Q·ij~~~P.9· .. ):,{. · 
troops would otherwise have been pinned to the gi'Ound.~'~:T:h.t'tj:r~~J~I}.P.t9b!,m,t;·j 
affecting the quality of air support In 'the First Worlc(W~r.;:~~ti~:Jri,t~re~~~iJglyt~n~:l 
one that has appeared continuously since that time::a!;,;~~ell:··~qc;,m,r,lltJ.ijic~~lpo'::(t•j 
between the air forces and the land· forces. Durlng')h.ese:.e~~y;j'~~r~tiP:i)i:li;':~,: 
communication was virtually one-way. Infantry wouicf fire.;tJa-r&~·:or:~:sm:c)k~N:: 
signals indicating their position, or lay out panel·me~.g~~:tQ.~tl@i#(;rJ;-~tr~rfi~SH 
requesting artillery support or reporting advances ·:or:c:l~i·Y.,t::'.J~fl.f;·~~·~r:i~~fl:? 
pilots and observers would scribble messages and·s~J1d)!''e,!iif9v~rP,P.~t~:(~~m::'1 

~~:~:~~r~:1a c:d~: c'::~:n::~:n!:~ =:i~~~~~i~iiW11~~~i\~~ 
In front-line air operations - as evidenced by ·IJS; 8111p19Ym~:~~!~-9Jti:'~~ · : .. 
ground-attack aircraft such as the Junker J1 an.cf:~n. Cgli:::W.mJI:liJ\jt~fi#t1e 
Spad XVI command airplane -It was still of such·ari:'unc~r:l~in;;natu~.:.f'· 

. ·and large, once an airplane had taken off It was p~~~f#~tf.l.m~~~~~jJg~:~~ :>'" 
ground until it had landed. Thus attack flights :~~~9.h.J.~I,IJ~,:;!:~;~;~9!t.'ro.!~ 

· tended to operate on what would now be termed a·.~prebrle!ed~l!,;ba•t,s::;:~!r'~ 0, .... : 

targets along the front of the basis of lntelllgenc •. '.l..ot~ful~~~~~;~:i~iUi~!!·fi~i~~~~~i~lj~ 
pilots before the .commencement of the mission~ The::~~on.;.callskand,;;;~divert~,~:~i~Fi 

CAS .operations associated with the Secorld.:'\\f~HtiJ\Vj~?[!U~~)~q~!~~:q!.~!t':l:~ 
conflicts were not a feature of First World War air c~mmand:a·n~~co.n~rpl;~t~otigti;¥.!1 

.·: .:··· .. l:.:•:~·:::\:).i:·.;;::·~:,·:~r~:~~i:;i,tJ~~·~:~:t!;}~.t{i~!ft1~1~i,·H,*t:~~l 
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Source Joint Publications 

JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 
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. _:~· ·<: :. :: ·_ . -.: ::_: ·;. . . . . : -_ ..... · · .: ::: ::· :: ... :. :- · · · · ::: ::~:l~\t.~~:~:r~~-~:?~~~r;~~~rf~1!~0r:~~~~.n::~-~~~~./;:::r~=~~;~~:;;,~w;~i~~\??.~P:~;_!.r~~p~;~;i~.::~~>~-f~~~~;:p 

.... That. action of the supporting force ·againsttaf:9~~~s'P•\ q,pj~_ctJ,v~~ ~~llicn::~t~;F.:,.· 

~:~~~~::~:~:::~:i~~:ha~~~J~tllliil5111 
See support. 

COALITION 

. . : _ · · - : . -~- ;~~;r;t~i~~Y~!;n~rtt~r~~~~: ~rm~:f~r ~~~i~~%~~ ~1-t~;-;.~-~!-tifK'l~~~:}~t!~~~~~r;j~~~~i?Wii:-(t~1~w~~ 
n.41most every time military forces have deployedfro.iiJlh.~::l!!if!tl!ifJ§./~(f!o:~{I!/Jf!§,f!l!:fj!j)'nr: 

as a member of~ m()s.t ohen to lead~ coalitiO,f7:.'f('J.iif~s&t~i~,,:~J\~JJ.':;,~f~~~fl,lt1~j~~;~1~~-~~\C~,:':~,:1~:~ 
General Robert W. RlsCassl, USA: Prlnclpl(tS~:mt;~co•lltiori~iWartate/~~~;1 

. . . Joinr~er~:,~M~,~~t·:~f:i;j:~~,~~~~~!l~~;[~~;: 
Coalition Structure. A coalition is an ad hoc arrangement between two or more nations 

for common action, for instance, the coalition that defeated Iraqi aggression against Kuwait 
in the Gulf War, 1990-1991. Coalitions are typically formed on short notice and can include 
forces not accustomed to working together. Establishing command relationships and operating 
procedures within the multinational force is often challenging. It involves complex issues 
that require a willingness to compromise in order to best achieve the common objectives. 
National pride and prestige can limit options for organization of the coalition command, as 
many nations prefer to not subordinate their forces to those of other nations. Though many 
command and control (C2) structures can be employed, coalitions are most often characterized 
by one of two basic structures: parallel command or lead nation command. 

Parallel Command. Parallel command exists when nations retain control of their deployed 
forces. (See figure below.) If a nation within the coalition elects to exercise autonomous 

. control of its force, a parallel command structure exists. Such structures can be organized 
with nations aligned in a common effort, each retaining national control; and nations aligned 
in a common effort, some retaining national control, with others permitting control of their 
forces by a central authority or another member force. Parallel command is the simplest to 
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establish and often the organization of choice. Coalition forces control operations through 
existing national chains of command. Coalition decisions are made through a coordinated 
effo~ of the political and .senior military leadership of member nations and forces. It is 
common for other command structures to emerge as coalitions mature, but the parallel model 
is often the starting point. The figure above depicts the command relationships developed 
and employed by coalition forces for Operation DESERT STORM. These relationships 
represented a parallel command structure, with coordination facilitated by the Coalition 
Coordination, Communications, and Integration Center (C3IC). The C3IC was specifically 
established to facilitate exchange of intelligence and operational information, ensure 
coordination of operations among coalition forces, and provide a forum where routine issues 
could be resolved informally and collegially among staff officers. 

Lead Nation Command. In this arrangement, the nation providing the preponderance of 
forces and resources typically provides the commander of the coalition force. The lead 
nation can retain its organic C2 structure, employing other national forces as subordinate 
formations. More commonly, the lead nation command is characterized by some integration 
of staffs. The composition of staffs is determined by the coalition leadership. 
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Operation SUPPORT HOPE joint task force (JTF) officers explain airlift 
control element operations at Entebbe airport to the President of Uganda. 

A JTF, assembled in Entebbe, coordinated Ugandan support to the 
United Nations humanitarian relief effort to Rwanda. 

Combination. Lead nation and parallel command structures can exist simultaneously within 
a coalition. This combination occurs when two or more nations serve as controlling elements 
for a mix of international forces, such as the command arrangement employed by the Gulf 
War coalition. Western national forces were aligned under US leadership, while Arabic 
national forces were aligned under Saudi leadership. 

Coordination and Liaison. Regardless of the command structure, coalitions require 
significant coordination and liaison. Differences in language, equipment, capabilities, doctrine, 
and procedures are some of the interoperability challenges that mandate close cooperation. 
Coordination and liaison are important considerations in alliances as well. 

Robust liaison is critical to developing and maintaining unity of effort in coalition operations. 
Liaison exchange should occur between senior and subordinate commands and between 
lateral or like forces, such as between national special operations forces units or naval forces. 
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;'::~:::~s;~~:~~=:~: ~~:i~;:£t·~~~!~~;~~:~~~~~*!~~: 
start .-of;theiland fcirce attack,. -the; caalition :·achley~f.t:Jts:::strategi~iC)bjectiV.es }'-

.~~!0~,.;;~t~~ ~·,>~redr.· U~!j~;~:~.~;·i:~·!n.~i~;,~~~~rJ;'J;~~'~'l~irll\~~~i~!~111~!i~~~t: · 
;,-;::1:Pos~ar ~Qp,rations~ · coalition: forces:·consolidat_e~~.their:gai_n~a ~ari~1~~f.()f¢~d·~·:; 

.,~~~~~~::~F=~~s~~~s~~rt~~~1f~~~~~~~~~~~i1~;l~ 
::: The·-erid of .. major combat operations did not':t;f,lntfj1rt!,;na:.:to>c()~J~i(:t':~:iJ.I;i~f:~ 
... coailtion 'conducted peace enforcement .op~r~tio:r:ts;rll~ni~ftharl~:ij;!~r~~-~,,;:t'~~ 

securityoperations, extenslve.··weapons··a.,_~•;:9:r~n··~c~h~cli~p~s~l~:,~a"d{::: 
humanltarian.asslstance. On 5 April, for exampi~~;~~sl~_,~t$lisb:~ij.n~un~ed/::: 
the beginning of a relief operation-ln.the area.:of,ri()i1her~:lraq{,~Y,i!:·~~r:u;;.y,s)· 

: :: aircr~ft from· Europe were dropping reiief suppli,,:~~!f::!~~;~~9'~~9.~~t~·:f~V~i~W:;~ 
· ·thou.sand .Service personnel who_had partic~pa~t:t.d lr,~:;ppt!ra~i~I1.:!Q~~-~f.IT/': 

· !~~~~u::~::~ =::~~ ~~ ~rk8y ·~d:~~~ii:;~~~\;,~~~rYie!~~~ti!il 
This postwar phase also Included the major· opeJ'~~~o~s, a_ssoeU•t~~',;wi~.~~:ttl•:l;:!: 
redeployment and demobilization of forces.;~:: :·:\:_;[t._:,[;l:·:_c_;;,~jE;J~[}2'·:\:j8::~~\iM~k:~s jf;!_~~l~;Bl?.i,~~ 

Related Terms 
alliance; combined; multinational operations 

· Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COLLECTION 

.. ::e~~~;r,ze~:~=!~7;::;~~n~~~~;;~i~~~~!:ll! 
Collection includes both the acquisition of information and the provision of this information 

to processing and/or production elements. 
Collection Management Principles 
• Joint force collection management must be able to task any joint force collection asset 

and obtain the aid of external resources (e.g., theater and national) in acquiring needed 
intelligence. 

• Economies realized from centralization must not diminish the collection management 
. element's responsiveness to the requirements of the joint force. 

Collection Guidelines (See figures below.) 
• Intelligence Collection Activities. Collection resources supporting military operations 

should be allocated or tasked to satisfy anticipated and potentialoperationaland tactical 
intelligence requirements of all command levels and elements of the joint force. Different 
types of collection capabilities may be needed so information from one source type can 
be tested or confirmed by others in order to subject the full range of enemy activity to 
observation. The collection system also needs some redundancy so the loss or failure of 
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one collection asset can be compensated for by duplicate or different assets capable of 
answering the intelligence need. To function effectively at the start of joint or multinational 
operations, responsibilities and procedures to optimize intelligence collection must be 
in existence and practiced during peacetime. 
Essential elements of information (EEl) and Intelligence Requirements. The joint force 
commander (JFC) is responsible for identifying and determining the EEl for the mission. 
In tum, the Intelligence Directorate of a joint staff (J-2) is responsible for identifying the 
intelligence shortfalls, stating them in terms of intelligence requirements, and then tasking 
collection assets, conducting exploitation/production, and ensuring dissemination. 
Identification of pre-planned EEl greatly enhances intelligence support to the joint force. 

• Intelligence Requirements. At each level of command, seniorintelligenceofficersmust 
be aware of their command's intelligence requirements, as well as those of the next 
higher, adjacent, and subordinate commands. The collection or production capabilities 
of one component of a joint force may be able to satisfy another's requirements. Acting 
for the JFC, the J-2 (collection management) can task resources to collect, process, and 
exploit the information to fulfill the most importantrequirementsofthejointforce based 
on assigned or potential missions. 

• The J-2 Must be Knowledgeable of Available Collection Resources. A corollary to the 
above is that the J-2 must be aware of the abilities,Iiniitations,and leadtimerequiredfor 

128 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



COLLECTION 

· tasking intelligencecollectio~ and production. 
• Coordination of Collection Sources. Collection operations (including data exchange) of 

all collection sources should be synchronized and coordinated to allow cross-cuing and 
tipoff among collectors. The data collected should be integrated and correla~ed in ail­
source analysis, as appropriate. Resulting overlapping, multi source collection capabilities 
should be used to· reduce the effects of enemy denial and deception measures and to 
improve the accuracy and completeness of intelligence. 

• Collection Opportunity and Command and Control Warfare Tradeoffs. When determining 
intelligenceoperations, the JFC's staff and the components should identify and compare 
the longer term value of continued intelligence collection against enemy elements, with 

·the immediate tactical value of destroying or countering a source of intelligence. 
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The J-2 and J-2 staff should monitor collection results and provide feedback to the JFC 
to assist in determining when specific targets can be nominated for attack. The J-2, in 
conjunction with national intelligence organizations and the components, should nominate 
a "no strike" target list to the Operations Directorate of a joint staff and keep it updated. 
The JFC will determine when and if these targets are to be attacked. 

• Collection Operations Management (COM) Responsibilities. COM activities are driven 
by collection requirements. COM provides authoritative and coordinated direction and 
tasking of the broad array of technical sensor operations and human intelligence collection 
operations and their associated processing and dissemination resources. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

COMBAT 

Considerations Before Combat. Considerations before combat are shown in the figure 
below. 

General. Actions joint force commanders (JFCs) are able to take before the initiation of 
hostilities can assist in determining the shape and character of future operations. Most inclusive 
is preparing the theater, which involves intelligence and counterintelligence operations to 
understand clearly the capabilities, intentions, and possible actions of potential opponents, as 
well as the geography, weather, demographics, and culture(s) of the operational area. 
Additionally, the infrastructure required to deploy and support combat operations must be 
identified and emplaced as appropriate. In many cases, these actions enhance bonds between 
future coalition partners, increase understanding of the region, help ensure access when 
required, and strengthen future multinational military operations. 

Preparing the Theater. At the advent of a crisis or other indication of potential military 
action, JFCs examine available intelligence estimates. As part of the intelligence preparation 
of the battlespace process, JFCs then focus intelligence efforts to refine estimates of enemy 
capabilities, dispositions, intentions, and probable actions within the context of the current 
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situation. They look for specific indications and warning of imminent enemy activity that 
may require an immediate response or an acceleration of friendly decision cycles. 

JFCs direct reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acquisition operations by elements of 
the joint force to further develop the situation and gain information critical to decision making. 
In some cases, such information can be gained by passive or unobtrusive means. In other 
cases, elements of the joint force may have to fight to gain the information desired. Armed 
reconnaissance operations conductt;!d by manned systems have the potential to fight for 
information as well as process the information on site, providing commanders with real time 
intelligence. Special operations forces (SOF) can be employed for special reconnaissance or 
other human intelligence operations. 

. JFCs use a broad range of supporting capabilities to develop a current intelligence picture. 
These supporting capabilities include national intelligence and combat support agencies (for 
example, National Security Agency, Central Intelligence Agency, Central Imagery Office, 
Defense Intelligence Agency, and Defense Mapping Agency), which are coordinated in support 
of the JFC by the National Military Joint Intelligence Center. 

Preparing the theater also includes organizing and, w~ere possible, training forces to conduct 
operations throughout the theater. When it is not possible to train forces in the theater of 
employment, as with continental US (CONUS )-based forces with multiple taskings, maximum 
use should be made of regularly scheduled and ad hoc exercise opportunities. Joint task 
forces and components that are likely to be employed in theater operations should be exercised 
regularly during peacetime. Staffs should be identified and trained for planning and controlling 
joint operations. JFCs and the composition of their staffs should reflect the composition of 
the joint force to ensure those responsible for employingjoint forces have thorough knowledge 
of their capabilities and limitations. The training focus for all forces and the basis for exercise 
objectives should be the combatant commander'sjoint mission essential task list. 

JFCs establish and maintain access (including exercises, basing, transit, and overflight 
rights) to operational areas in which they are likely to operate. In part, this effort is national 
or multinational, involving maintenance of intertheater(between theaters) air and sea lines of 
communications (LOCs). Supporting combatant commanders can greatly enhance this effort. 
Either at the outset or as oper:ations progress, JFCs establish and secure intratheater(within 
the theater) LOCs through the application of appropriate joint force. 

Isolating the Enemy. With National Command Authorities (NCA) guidance and approval 
and with national support, JFCs strive to isolate enemies by denying them allies and sanctuary. 
The intent is to strip away as much enemy support or freedom of action as possible, while 
limiting the enemy's potential for horizontal or vertical escalation. JFCs may also be tasked 
to support diplomatic, economic, and informational actions as directed by the NCA. 

JFC seeks to isolate the main enemy force from its strategic leadership and its supporting 
infrastructure; This isolation is accomplished by psychological operations and by interdicting 
critical command and control ( C2) nodes, sources of sustaining resources, and transportation 
networks. This step serves to deny the enemy both physical and psychological support and 
may separate the enemy leadership and military from their public support 

Movement to Attain Operational Reach. Forces, sometimes limited to forward-presence 
forces, can be positioned within operational reach of enemy centers of gravity to achieve 
decisive force at the appropriate location. At other times, mobilization and strategic deployment 
systems can be called up to begin the movement of reinforcing forces from CONUS or other 
theaters to redress any unfavorable balance of forces ~d to achieve decisive force at the 
appropriate location. 
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JFCs carefully consider the movement of forces in such situations. At times, movement of 
forces can contribute to the escalation of tension, while at other times its deterrent effect can 
reduce those tensions. 

Special Operations. During prehostilities,SOF can provide powerful operational leverage. 
Among their potential contributions, SOF can be employed to gather critical information, 
undermine a potential opponent's will or capacity to wage war, or enhance the capabilities of 
multinational forces. SOF can gain acc.e~s and influence in foreign nations where the presence 
of conventional US forces is unacceptable or inappropriate. They can also ameliorate the 
underlying conditions that are provoking a crisis in an effort to preclude open hostilities from 
occurring. 

Protection. JFCs must protect their forces and their freedom of action. This protection 
dictates that JFCs be aware of and participate as appropriate in regional political and diplomatic 
activities. JFCs, in concert with US ambassadors, may spend as much time on regional 
political and diplomatic efforts as on direct preparation of their forces for combat. 

Space. Throughout all prebattle operations, JFCs continue to exploit the advantages that 
control of space provides .. Intelligence and communications systems are maneuvered or 
activated as necessary to provide JFCs with an accurate and timely appraisal of the current 
situation, as well as the ability to respond rapidly to events and directives from the commander 
of a combatant command or from higher authority. 

Physical Environment. Seasonal effects on terrain, weather, and sea conditions can 
significantly affect operations of the joint force and should be carefully assessed before and 
during operations. Mobility of the force, synchronization of operations, and ability to employ 
precision ~unitions can be affected by degraded conditions. Climatological and hydrographic 
studies and long-range forecasts help JFCs understand the most advantageous time and location 
for operations. 

Considerations at the Outset of Combat. As combat operations commence, JFCs need 
to exploit full dimensional leverage to shock, demoralize, and disrupt opponents immediately. 
JFCs seek decisive advantage quickly, before close combat if possible. 

Force Projection. The NCA may direct combatant commanders to resolve a crisis quickly, 
employing immediately available forward-presence forces, and, at the lowest level possible, 
to preclude escalation of the crisis. When this response is not enough, the projection of 
forces from CONUS or another theater may be necessary. When opposed, force projection 
can be accomplished rapidly by forcible entry coordinated with strategic airlift and sealift, 
and pre-positioned forces. For example, the ability to generate high intensity combat power 
from the sea can provide for effective force projection operations in the absence of timely or 
unencumbered access. 
. Force projection usually begins as a rapid response to a crisis. Aie~ may come with little 
or no notice, bringing with it tremendous stress on personnel and systems, accompanied by 
requests from the media for information. In any event, rapid, yet measured, response is 
critical. 

Joint forces participate in force projection operations in both war and operations other than 
war. These operations may be either unopposed or opposed by an adversary. JFCs sequence, 
enable, and protect the arrival of forces to achieve early decisive advantage. An example of 
enabling and protecting the arrival of forces when access is initially unavailable is the seizure 
and defense of lodgment areas by naval forces, which would then serve as initial entry points 
for the continuous and uninterrupted flow of additional forces and materiel into the theater. 
To accomplish this decisive ad vantage, forcible entry operations may be required at the onset. 
When opposed, force projection can be accomplished rapidly by forcible entry coordinated 
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Battle groups and task forces deployed worldwide provide combat power from 
the sea able to respond rapidly to crisis situations. 

with strategic airlift and sealift, and pre-positioned forces. Both types of operations demand 
a versatile mix of forces that are organized, trained, equipped, and poised to respond quickly. 

The protection of forces will often be a friendly center of gravity during early entry 
operations. Therefore, early entry forces should deploy with sufficient organic and supporting 
capabilities to preserve their freedom of action and protect personnel and equipment from 
potential or likely threats. · 

JFCs introduce forces in a manner that enables rapid force buildup into the structure required 
for anticipated operations and simultaneous protection of the force. From a C2 perspective, 
echelonment is essential. Early entry forces should include the C2 capability to assess the 
situation, make decisions, and conduct initial operations. 

Operations with allies and coalition members often require a robust liaison and 
communications capability. Linguists must be capable of communicating warfighting concepts 
between military forces of diverse cultures. Also, additional sufficient communications 
equipment may be required for non-US forces to enable interoperable communications. 

Dimensional Superiority. JFCs will normally seek to secure air and maritime superiority 
early in the conduct of joint operations. Air and maritime superiority enable and enhance 
joint operations in all dimensions. Although air and maritime superiority are not ends in 
themselves, history shows that control of the sea and/or the air has been a pivotal wartime 
factor. World War II's Operation POINT BLANK established air superiority, which was 
considered a prerequisite for Operation OVERLORD. The Navy component commander or 
joint force maritime component commander is normally the supported commander for sea 
control operations, and the joint force air component commander (JFACC) is no~ally the 
supported commander for counterair operations. 

Superiority battles are not limited to the air and maritime environments. JFCs seek to 
achieve superiority immediately in command, control, communications, computers, and 
intelligence (C41)- space control is a necessary precursor to this superiority. They seek to 
lay open the enemy's intentions, capabilities, and actions to observation and assessment, 
while simultaneously depriving the enemy of similar information about the friendly force 
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and deceiving Ute enemy as to the veracity of the information obtained about the friendly 
force. 

As another example of seeking early superiority before close combal, land commanders 
may seek to first achieve counterbattery or indirect fire superiority, thereby enhancing 
protection of their forces. Additionally, JFCs can seek to achieve a mobility differential by 
selectively attacking key enemy forces and transportation networks to degrade enemy 
maneuver. 

Direct A!tack of Enemy Strategic Centers of Gravity. Also as part of achieving decisive 
advantages early, joint force operations may be directed immediately against enemy centers 
of gravity. Where possible, specific operations may be conducted to directly attack strategic 
centers of gravity by air, missile, special operations, and other deep-ranging capabilities. 
When air operations constitute the bulk of the capability needed to directly attack enemy 
strategic centers of gravity or to conduct air superiority operations, JFCs will normally task 
JFACCs, as supported commanders, to conduct such operations. 

There are several purposes to these attacks. They may in themselves be decisive. If they 
are not, they begin the offensive operation throughout the enemy's depth that can cause 
paralysis and destroy cohesion. 

Special Operations. Special operations enhance the power and scope of full dimensional 
operations and tend to be asymmetrical in their application. Innovative special operations 
can directly and indirectly attack enemy centers of gravity that may be difficult to reach by 
conventional action. SOF frequent! y require support from other forces, but can support other 
forces in operations such as intelligence gathering, target acquisition and designation, and 
interdiction. SOF capabilities are diverse, but they need to be employedjudiciouslyso as not 
to negate their effectiveness. They are a complement to, not a substitute for, conventional 
forces. 

Protection. JFCs strive to conserve the fighting potential of the joint force. JFCs counter 
the enemy's firepower and maneuver by making personnel, systems, and units difficult to 
locate, strike, and destroy. They protect their force from enemy maneuver and frrepower, 
including the effects of weapons of mass destruction. Air and maritime superiority operations; · 
air defense; and protection of airports and seaports, LOCs, and friendly force lodgment all 
contribute to force protection. Operations security (OPSEC) and military deception are key 
elements of protection. . · 

JFCs keep personnel healthy and maintain their fighting spirit. This protection includes 
guarding equipment and supplies from loss or damage. JFCs ens lire systems are in place for 
adequate medical care, quick return of minor casualties to duty, and preventive medicine. 
Joint Pub 4-02, "Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations," discusses health 
support for joint operations. 

JFCs make safety an integral part of all joint training and operations. Sustained, high­
tempo operations put personnel at risk. Command interest, discipline, and training lessen 
those risks. Safety in training, planning, and operations is crucial to successful combat 
operations and the preservation of combat power. 

JFCs make every effort to reduce the potential for fratricide- the unintentional killing or 
wounding of friendly personnel by friendly fire. The destructive power and range of modem 
weapons, coupled with the high intensity and rapid tempo of modem combat, increase the 
potential for fratricide. Commanders must be aware of those situations that increase the risk 
of fratricide and institute appropriate preventative measures. The primary mechanisms for 
limiting fratricide are command emphasis, disciplined operations, close coordination among 
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component Cornman~. rehearsals, and enhanced situational awareness. Commanders should 
seek to minimize the p<;>tential for fratricide while not limiting boldness and audacity in 
combat.· 

Sustained Combat Operations. JFCs seek to extend operations throughout the breadth 
and depth of the operational area. As shown below, JFCs conduct sustained operations when 
a "coup de main" is not possible. During sustainedoperations,JFCs simultaneously employ 
air, land, sea, space, and SO F. During one major operation, one component or major category 
of operations, such as air operations, might be the main effort, with others in support. When 
conditions change, the main effort might shift to another component or function. Strategic 
attack and interdiction continue throughout to deny the enemy sanctuary or freedom of action. 
When prevented from concentrating, opponents can be attacked, isolated at tactical and 
operational levels, and defeated in detail. At other times, JFCs may cause their opponents to 
concentrate, facilitating their attack by friendly forces. 

The Relationship Between Offense and Defense. Although defense may be the stronger 
form of war, it is the offense that is normally decisive. In striving to achieve strategic objectives 
most quickly and at least cost, JFCs will normally seek the earliest opportunity to conduct 
decisive offensive operations. 

Joint operations will normally include elements of both offense and defense. JFCs strive to 
apply the many dimensions of combat power simultaneously aeross the depth, breadth, and · 
height of the operational area. To conduct such operations, JFCs normally achieve 
concentration in some areas or in specific functions and require economy of force in others. 
During initial entry operations, entry forces may be required to defend while force buildup 
occurs. Even in sustained offensive operations, selectedelementsof the joint force may need 
to pause, defend, resupply, or reconstitute, while other forces continue the attack. Further, 
force protection includes certain defensive measures throughout the campaign. Commanders · 
at all levels must possess the mental agility to rapidly transition between offense and defense 
and vice versa. 
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The relationship between offense and def~nse, then, is an enabling one. Defensive operations, 
· where required, enable JFCs to conduct or prepare for decisive offensive operations. 

Linear and Nonlinear Operations. 

:I.:~~~~~ :full· dim~~s~~~~~ J~fnt: c~mpaj~n /~.In majo/f~;;;~;:~:;;~~fine~r. ·~· ,Jn~t.is,-.;he· •• ~.: 
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As technology and doctrines have expanded the lethality, tempo, and depth of operations, 
the potential for conventional forces to conduct nonlinear operations has increased. Linearity 
refers primarily to the conduct of operations along lines of operations with identified forward 
line of own troops. In linear operations, emphasis is placed on maintaining the position of the 
land force in relation to other friendly forces. From this relative positioning of forces, security 
is enhanced and massing of forces can be facilitated. Also inherent in linear operations is the 
security of rear areas, esiJecially LOCs between sustaining bases and fighting forces. World 
Wars I and II offer multiple examples of linear operations. 

In the land context,' nonlinear operations tend to be conducted from selected bases of 
operations (ashore or afloat), but without clearly defined lines of operations. Because rear 
areas are likewise not clearly defined, their security as well as that of LOCs are not priority 
concerns. Operation JUST CAUSE is an excellent example of a nonlinear operation. In such 
an operation, land forces orient more on their assigned objectives (forexarnple, destroying an 
enemy force or seizing and controlling critical terrain or population centers) and less on their 
geographic relationship to other friendly forces. Maritime operations, special operations, 
and the operations of insurgent forces tend to be nonlinear. To protect themselves, individual 
forces conducting nonlinear operations rely more on situational awareness, mobility 
advantages, and freedom of action than on mass. Nonlinear operations place a premium on 
C4I, mobility, and innovative means for sustainment. 

Attack of Enemy Strategic Centers of Gravity. JFCs seek to attack enemy strategic centers 
of gravity, employing the appropriate forces and capabilities of the joint force. Such operations 
typically continue throughout the overall joint operation. JFCs time their effects to coincide 
with effects of other operations of the joint force and vice versa. As with all operations of the 
joint force, attacks of enemy strategic centers of gravity should be designed to support the 
JFCs' objectives and concept of operations, while limiting their potential negative effects on 
posthostilitiesefforts. 

Maneuver. The principal purpose of maneuver is to gain positional advantage relative to 
enemy centers of gravity in order to control or destroy those centers of gravity. The focus of 
both land and naval maneuver is to render opponents incapable of resisting by shattering 
their morale and physical cohesion (their ability to fight as an effective, coordinate whole) 
rather than to destroy them physically through attrition. This condition may be achieved by 
attacking enemy forces and controlling territory, populations, key waters, and LOCs (in all 
dimensions). Land and naval maneuver (which includes the action of air assets organic to the 
surface force) is required to control population, territory, and key waters. 
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There are multiple ways to attain positional advantage. A naval expeditionary force with 
airpower, cruise missile frrepower, and amphibious assault capability, within operational reach 
of enemy centers of gravity, has positional advantage. Land force attack aviation, if able to 
strike at the opponent's centers of gravity, also has positional advantage. Maintaining 
dimensional superiority contributes to positional advantage by facilitating freedom of action. 

Maneuver of forces relative to enemy centers of gravity can be key to theJFC's campaign 
or major operation. Maneuver is the means of concentrating forces at decisive points to 
achieve surprise, psychological shock, and physical momentum. Maneuver may also exploit 
the effects of massed and/or precision frrepower or weapons of mass destruction. JFCs consider 
the contribution of special o'perations in attaining positional advantage. Through special 
reconnaissance, direct action, or support of insurgent forces, SOF may expose vulnerabilities 
and attack the enemy at tactical, operational, and strategic levels. At all levels of war, successful 
maneuver requires not only fire and movement but also agility and versatility of thought, 
plans, operations, and organizations. It requires designating and then, if necessary, shifting 
the main effort and applying the principles of mass and economy of force. 

At the strategic level, deploying units to and positioning units within an operational area 
are forms of maneuver if such movement seeks to gain positional advantage. Strategic 
maneuver should place forces in position to begin the phases or major operations of a campaign. 
At the operational level, maneuver is a means by which JFCs set the terms of battle by time 
and location, decline battle, or exploit existing situations. Operational maneuver usually 
takes large forces from a base of operations to an area where they are in position to achieve 
operational objectives. As shown by the Commander in Chief, US Central Command's 
concept of operations in Operation DESERT STORM, the ability to maneuver must be a trait 
not only of combat forces but also of the logistic resources that support them. Once deployed 
into battle formations into the operational area, maneuver is typically considered tactical in 
nature. 

The concept for maneuver, both naval and land, needs to be articulated in the JFC' s concept 
of operations includes timing, sequencing, and method and location of entry into the operational 
area. Types of joint force maneuvers include forcible entry, sustained action at sea and from 
the sea, and sustained action on land. 

Forcible Entry. Forcible entry is seizing and holding a military lodgment in the face of 
armed opposition. In many situations, forcible entry is the only method for gaining access 
into the operational area or for introducing decisive forces into the region. Forcible entry 
capabilities give JFCs unique opportunities for altering the nature of the situation, such as the 
opportunity for gaining the initiative at the outset of combat operations. Forcible entry 
operations can strike directly at enemy centers of gravity and can.open new avenues for 
military operations. Forcible entry operations can horizontally escalate the operation, 
exceeding the enemy's capability to respond. 

Forcible entry operations are normally joint operations and may iQclude airborne, 
amphibious, and air as~ault operations, or any combination thereof. Forcible entry is normally 
complex and risky. These operations require detailed'intelligenceand unity of effort. Forces 

· are tailored for the mission and echeloned to permit simultaneous deployment and employment 
Forcible entry forces need to be prepared to fight immediately upon arrival and require robust 
C41 capabilities to move with forward elements. 

OPSEC and deception are critical to successful forcible entry. Forcible entry relies on 
speed and surprise and is almost always employed in coordination with special operations. 
Forcible entry usually requires support from naval gunfire and/or aviation assets.- Follow-on 
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forces need to b~ prepared to expand the operation, sustain the effort, and accomplish the 
mission. 

SOF may precede forcible entry forces to identify, clarify, and modify conditions in the 
area of the lodgment. SOF may conduct the assaults to seize small, initial lodgments such as 
airfields or ports. They may provide fire support and conduct other operations in support of 
the forcible entry. They may conduct special reconnaissance and interdiction operations well 
beyond the lodgment. · 

The sustainmentrequirements and challenges for forcible entry operations can be formidable, 
but must not be allowed to become such an overriding concern that the forcible entry operation 
itself is jeopardized. JFCs carefully balance the introduction of logistic forces needed to· 
support initial combat with combat forces required to establish, maintain, and protect the 
lodgment. 

Forcible entry has been conducted throughout the history of the Armed Forces of the 
United States. Forcible entry is usually a complex operation and should therefore be kept as 
simple as possible in concept. Schemes of maneuver and coordination between forces need 
to be clearly understood by all participants. When airborne, amphibious, and air assault 
operations are combined, unity of effort is vital. Rehearsals are a critical part of preparation 
for forcible entry. 

138 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



COMBAT 

JFCs and their staffs should be familiar with Service doctrine on land and naval maneuver. 
Interdiction. Interdiction is a powerful tool for JFCs. Interdictiondiverts,disrupts,delays, 

or destroys the enemy's surface military potential before it can be used effectively against 
friendly forces. Interdiction-capable forces include land- and sea-based fighter and attack 
aircraft and bombers; ships and submarines; conventional airborne, air assault, or other ground 
maneuver forces; SOF; amphibious raid forces; surface-to-surface, subsurface-to-suiface, 
and air-to-surfacemissiles, rockets, munitions, and mines; artillery and naval gunfire; attack 
helicopters; Electronic warfare (EW) systems; antisatellite weapons; and space-based satellite 
systems or sensors. The JFACC is the supported commander for the JFC'"s <?Verall air 
interdiction effort. 

Interdiction-capablecommanders require access to C2 systems able to take advantage of 
real and near real time intelligence. Such intelligence is particularly useful in dealing with 
targets of near or immediate effect on surface forces or whose location was not previously 
known with sufficient accuracy. 

Interdiction operations can be conducted by many elements of the joint force and can have 
tactical, operational, and strategic effects. Air, land, _sea, space, and special operations forces 
. can conduct interdiction operations as part of their larger or overall mission. For example, 
naval expeditionary forces charged with seizing and securing a lodgment along a coast may 
include the interdiction of opposing air, land, and naval forces as part of the overall amphibious 
plan. 

. . ' 

The Battle of the Bismarck Sea is ari· _ou·1 :· ~=':!~~;r~~~~:~~~~l~!n~~~~~~~f~~l~~~~J:~~~~~t~'i · . firepower at the OJM!rational level - in this 

During the first part of 1943, the Japanese high c:~~l~~~~~~:~~~~~W~t~~~:~\~:ff.} 
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through New Britain to the northern Solomon lsl~u1..~ ls)~:~!t~~:~:;~~!f~~~·:;;~!i~YVl•~il!Ji 
New Guinea (the Intended right flank of this nne),t_t i:-~iaJ'~j:;&.~;i~~W~~~~Ei~~-.)1[\,); 
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Relying on Inclement weather to cover Its move, a. ::t ~~~~:f'~!~'~i~~~~~~~~ 8 transports carrying over 8,700 personnel and. · 
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coast of New Britain. Early on 2 March . 
attacked as the convoy was moving Into the Da~ 
of B-17s attacked throughout the day, · · 
several_ others. By the morning of 3 March .. 
Peninsula on New Guinea. It was now within 
based aircraft. Clearing midmorning skies· · 
synchronized attack, 13 B-17 heavy . · 

· 20 light bombers, 28 P-38 fighters, and 13 
their firepower on the vulnerable Japanes.:t: ... 
throughout the day as more planes roared off th~ 
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;: . :regarded the· Battle of the Bismarck Sea as. ''the 'declsiv~:ll~J'i~(el19119en1ellt':~<( 
···of: thil; ~ar in his theater. The Japanese high: Qpl1jf11f.l~~,~l~~':';~~-c,#~S,ci\"~~d}:~:; 

...• : : abo:rted' Us second projected offensive againsf;W,au:iN~vliGulr1~~t~:~--~:relyir1ri} :;: 

···+r:~~~~t!nso~::::: ::::j~~~Arthur de~~i~JI[ilr:!~T~~,~~f~~il 
Synchronizing Maneuver and Interdiction. As shown in the figure below, synchronizing 

interdiction and maneuver (both land and sea) provides one of the most dynamic concepts 
available to the joint force. Interdiction and maneuver should not be considered separate 
operations against a common enemy, but rather complementary operations designed to achieve 
the JFC's campaign objectives. Moreover, maneuver by land or naval forces can be conducted 
to interdict enemy surface potential. Potential responses to synchronized maneuver and 
interdiction can create an agonizing dilemma for the enemy. If the enemy attempts to counter 
the maneuver, en~my forces can be exposed to unacceptable losses from interdictio·n. If the 
enemy employs measures to reduce such interdiction losses, enemy forces may not be able to 
counter the maneuver. The synergy achieved by integrating and synchronizing interdiction 
and maneuver assists commanders in optimizing leverage at the operational level. 

As a guiding principle, JFCs should exploit the flexibility inherent in joint force command 
relationships,joint targeting procedures, and other techniques to resolve the issues that can 
arise from the relationship between interdiction and maneuver. When maneuver is employed, 
JFCs need to carefully balance doctrinal imperatives that may be in tension, including the· 
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needs of the maneuver force and the undesirability of fragmenting theater/joint operations 
area (JOA) air assets. The JFC's objectives, intent, and priorities, reflected in mission 
assignments and coordinating arrangements, enable subordinates to exploit fully the military 
potential of their forces while minimizing the friction generated by competing requirements. 
Effective targeting procedures in the joint force also alleviate such friction. As an example, 
interdiction requirements will often exceed interdiction means, requiring JFCs to prioritize 
requirements.· Land and naval force commanders responsible for synchronizing maneuver 
and interdiction within their areas of operations (AOs) should be knowledgeable of JFC 
priorities. Component commanders aggressively seek the best means to accomplish assigned 
missions. ·JFcs alleviate this friction through clear statements of intent for theater/JOA-level 
interdiction (that is, interdiction effort conducted relatively independent of surface maneuver 
operations). In doing this, JFCs rei y on their vision as to how the major elements of the joint 
force contribute to accomplishing strategic objectives. The campaign concept articulates 
that vision. JFCs then employ a flexible range of techniques to assist in identifying requirements 
and applying resourees to meet them. JFCs define appropriate command relationships, establish 
effective joint targeting procedures, and make apportionment decisions. 

Interdiction is not limited to any particular region of the joint battle, but generally is conducted 
forward of or at a distance from friendly forces. Interdiction may be planned to create 
advantages at any level from tactical to strategic with corresponding impacts on the enemy 
and the speed with which interdiction affects front-line enemy forces. Interdiction deep in 
the enemy's rear area can have broad theater strategic or operational effects; however, deep 
interdiction normally has a delayed effect on land and naval combat which will be a direct 
concern to the JFC. Interdiction closer to land and naval combat will be of more immediate 
operational and tactical concern to maneuver forces. Thus, JFCs vary the emphasis upon 
interdiction operations and surface maneuvers depending on the strategic and operational 
situation confronting them. JFCs may choose to employ interdiction as a principal means to 
achieve the intended objective (with other components supporting the component leading 
the interdiction effort). 

Where maneuver is part of the JFC's concept, JFCs may synchronize that maneuver and 
interdiction. For the joint force campaign level. JFCs synchronize maneuver and interdiction 
to present the enemy with the dilemma previously discussed. Indeed, JFC,s may employ a 
scheme of maneuver that enhances interdiction operations or vice versa. For instance, actual 
or threatened maneuver can force an enemy to respond by attempting rapid maneuver or 
resupply.· These reactions can provide excellent and vulnerable targets for interdiction. 

All commanders should consider how their capabilities and operations can complement 
interdiction in achieving campaign objectives and vice versa. These operations may include 
actions such as deception operations, withdrawals, lateral repositioning, and flanking 
movements that are likely to cause the enemy to reposition surface forces making them better 
targets for interdiction. 

Likewise, interdiction operations need to conform to and enhance the JFC's scheme of 
maneuver during the campaign. JFCs need to properly integrate maneuver and interdiction 
operations to place the enemy in the operational dilemma of either defending from 
disadvantageous positions or exposing forces to interdiction strikes during attempted 

. repositioning. 
JFCs are responsible for the conduct of theater/JOA operations. To facilitate these operations, 

JFCs may establish boundaries within the theater/JOAfor the conduct of operations. Within 
the joint force theater of operations, all missions must contribute to the accomplishment of 
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the overall objective. Synchronization of efforts within land or naval AOs is of particular 
impo~ance. 

Land and naval commanders are directly concerned with those enemy forces and capabilities 
that can affect their near-term operations (current operations and those required to facilitate 
future operations). Accordingly, that part of interdiction with a near-term effect on land and 
naval maneuver normally supports that maneuver to enable the land or naval commander to 

. achieve the JFC's objectives. In fact, successful operations may depend on successful 
interdiction operati.ons, for instance, to isolate the battle or weaken the enemy force before 
battle is fully joined. 

The size, shape, and positioning of land or naval force AOs will be established by JFCs 
based on their concept of operations and the land or naval force commander's requirement 
for depth to maneuver rapidly and to fight at extended ranges. Within these AOs, land and 
naval operational force commanders are designated the supported commander and are 
responsible for the synchronization of maneuver, fires, and interdiction. To facilitate this 
synchronization, such commanders designate the target priority, effects, and timing of 
interdiction operations within their AOs. 

The supported commander should articulate clearly the vision of maneuver operations to 
those commanders that apply interdiction forces within the supported commander's boundaries 
to attack the designated interdiction targets or objectives. The supported commanders should 
clearly state how they en vision interdiction enabling or enhancing their maneuver operations 
and what they want to accomplish with interdiction (as well as those actions they want to 
avoid, such as the destruction of key transportation nodes or the use of certain munitions in a 
specific area). However, supported commanders should provide supporting commanders as 
much latitude as possible in the planning and execution of their operations. Once they 
understand what the supported commanders want to accomplish and what they want to avoid, 
interdiction-capable commanders can normally plan and execute their operations with only 
that coordination required with supported commanders. 

Joint force operations in maritime areas often require a higher degree of coordination among 
commanders because of the highly specialized nature of some naval operations, such as 
submarine and mine warfare. This type of coordination requires that the interdiction-capable 
commander maintain communication with the naval commander. As in all operations, lack 
of close coordination among commanders in naval operating areas can result in fratricide and 
failed missions, especially in those areas adjacent to naval forces. The same principle applies 
concerning joint force air component mining operations in areas where land or naval forces 
may maneuver. 

Interdiction target priorities within the land or naval force boundaries are considered along 
with theater/JOA-wide interdiction priorities by JFCs and reflected in the apportionment 
decision. The JFACC will 1,1se these priorities to plan and execute the theater/JOA-wide 
interdiction effort. JFCs need to pay particular attention to, and give priority to, activities 
impinging on and supporting the maneuver of all forces. In addition to normal target 
nomination procedures, JFCs establish procedures through which land or naval force 
commanders can specifically identify those interdiction targets they are unable to strike with 
organic assets within their boundaries that could affect planned or ongoing maneuver. These 
targets may be identified, individually or by category, specified geographically, and/or tied to 
desired effects and time periods. The purpose of these procedures is to afford added visibility 
to, and allow JFCs to give priority to, targets directly affecting planned maneuver by land or 
naval forces. 
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Joint Fire Support. Joint fire support includes those frres that assist land and amphibious 
forces to maneuver and control territory, populations, and key waters. Joint fire support can 
include the lethal or destructive operations of close air support (by both fixed- and rotary­
wing aircraft), naval gunfire, artillery, mortars, rockets, and missiles, as well as nonlethal or 
disruptive operations such as EW. 

Combat Assessment. With the increasing complexity of modem warfare and its effects, 
the traditional bomb damage assessment has evolved through battle damage assessment (BDA) 
to combat assessment (CA). CA is the determination of the overall effectiveness of force 
employment during military operations. BDA is one of the principle subordinate elements of 
CA. 

At the JFC level, theCA effort should be a joint program, supported at all levels, designed 
to determine if the required effects on the adversary envisioned in the campaign plan are 
being achieved by the joint force components to meet the JFC's overall concept. The intent 
is to analyze with sound military judgment what is known about the damage inflicted on the 
enemy to try to determine: what physical attrition the adversary has suffered; what effect the 
efforts have had on the adversary's plans or capabilities; and what, if any, changes or additional 
efforts need to take place to meet the objectives of the current major operations or phase of 
the campaign. CA requires constant information flows from all sources and should support 
all sections of the JFC staff and components. 

CA is done at all levels in the joint force. JFCs should establish a dynamic system to 
support CA for all components. Normally, the joint force Operations Directorate (J~3) will 
be responsible for coordinating CA, assisted by the joint force intelligence officer. JFCs 
apportion joint force reconnaissance assets to support theCA intelligence effort that exceeds 
the organic capabilities of the component forces. The component commanders identify their 
requirements and coordinate them with the joint force J-3 or designated representative. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMBATANT COMMAND 

A unified or specified command with a broad co~iiri~iA~~~~~~~~~~~~~Y~~~;~;:, 
commander established and so designated ,by.'ttu:fPre~i_q~l)~:~{%t~:r?:IJ9ti'.JJft~~;~;; 
. Secretary of Defense and with the advice and assistanceof:the,~halrTaO:(ftiffii:;~;·: 

.. t~~:~~~:s~~!~itti~~mbatant commands ~~A;t\J~~~~~~~ii"···~~p,~~,~~~ 
A combatant command is a unified or specified command with a broad continuing mission 

under a single commander established and so designated by the President, through the Secretary 
of Defense, and with the advice and assistance of the· Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Combatant commands typically have geographic or functional responsibilities. 

The Unified Command Plan defines geographic areas of responsibility (AORs) for selected 
combatant commands, including all associated land, water areas, and airspace. Such AORs 
are referred to as theaters. By establishing geographic combatant commands (theater 
commands), the National Command Authorities (NCA) decentralize the authority to plan, 
prepare, and conduct military operations within that theater to the geographi~ combatant 
commander, consistent with strategic guidance and direction. 
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. Other combatant commanders are assigned functional responsibilities such as transportation, 
special operations, or strategic operations. Functionally oriented combatant commands can 
operate across all geographic regions or can provide forces for assignment to other combatant 
commanders. These combatant commands can also conduct operations while reporting directly 
totheNCA. 

Combatant commanders receive strategic direction from the NCA through the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and are r~sponsible to.the Secretary of Defense for accomplishing 
assigned missions. 

Combatant commanders may directly control the conduct of military operations or may 
delegate that authority and responsibilityto a subordinate commander. Such an arrangement· 
allows the subordinate commander to control operations while the combatant commander 

· supports the operation with forces and resources. This relationship is frequently referred to 
as a two-tiered system, and was successfully employed in Operations URGENT FURY 
(Grenada, 1983), JUST CAUSE (Panama, 1989), and UPHOLD DEMOCRACY (Haiti, 
1994). 

The two types of combatant commands are unified and specified. 
Related Terms 

combatant commander; combatant command (command authority); specified command; 
unified command 

JP0-2. 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

COMBATANT COMMAND (COMMAND AUTHORITY) 

· -· · . · - · · · . ... -· · ·. ·· : .-:·;:.·:·!:~{~;;r~:1t:~~nH-})[~i~~f~~~(?~~:-rr~~:~~~~~t~~:~~~e_r~;-}~;~i~1r~~giqrfr;,~~tnr~ 
· ·Nontransferable command authonty estabhshed:PY.:tlti~::1Q,~-(~Attn~cf'ff?'P~~7:)~j;f: 

United States Code, section 164, exercised only by:~corninar)dets:of;~nifiEi#~-or::!·\ 
. specified combatant commands unless otherwise diniGtecfby'th~:~re~icl~rltin~:.:· 
the Secretary of Defense. Combatant command (com,i'!Ja.l'l~:~~~-~90~l~~riil9!-i:: 
be delegated and is the authority of a combatant conimandE:t_r:.to!per:fc)rirl\~n<>~~r:· · 
functions of command over assigned forces involving~fg~p,l¥,i.M~,~n~-~.:q·pJ~¥!ti9'i .. : 
commands and forces, assigning tasks, designating~·:obj¥tive~~::~ri~;l~iWn9;:.;;t 
authoritative direction over all aspects of military opera~9nsdo_lnt;l~ifl'ifug~~'a:n'(1;~:~~ 
logistics necessary to accomplish the missions as~ighe.~_::.~()i~H~:;"?~riW:r,1~!',~;;:-~[~ 
Combatant command (command authority) should .IJe,< E:)X9r¢i,se_d!:tt1f?~~p·;:t~~l;,:~:;. 
commanders of subordinate organizations. Normally:ttti~:~~!hqdWJ~:r~)(~t¢1~'{~; 
through subordinate joint force commanders and\Ser\tic~tS,f:iQtg~;f:fq~.?~ioij~'ir/~-~ 
component commanders. Combatant command (e<)rl1h,and,~~th9'mY)~r9vi~-~~\~::; 
full authority to organize and employ commands'~u'l<:f,)fpi'Ces~i§'flli¥..:-~~~a~ij'>·: 
commander cOnsiders necessary to accomplish assi~·n~~ fhiM.~fi~'fi@J~m~e~a .; 
control is inherent in combatant command (comma~d ;_fl.l:itlic)@YY~~k~I§~~~!L .;<,; 

. COCOM.. . : ::::):::t·tf·~:t~:~:~~~t~~J·~ .. ~~:l~tf~jJ~ri·~~t~;~:·'t,,;,J;~£~itt , , 3;;~~ 
Combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) is the command authority over 

assigned forces vested only in the commanders of combatant commands by title 10, US 
Code, section 164, or as directed by the President in the Unified Command Plan (UCP), and 
cannot be delegated or transferred. 

COCOM is the authority of a combatant commander to perform those functions of command 
over assigned forces involving organizing and employing commands and forces, assigning 
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tasks, designating objectives, and givi;ng authoritative direction ·over all aspects of military 
operations, joint training (or in the case of US Special. Operations Command, training of 
assigned forces), and logistics necessary to accomplish the missions assigned to the command. 
COCOM should be exercised through the commanders of subordinate organizations. 
Normally, this authority is exercised through subordinate joint force commanders and Service 
and/or functional component commanders. . . 

COCOM provides full authority to organize and employ commands and forces as the 
combatant commander considers necessary to accomplish assigned missions. COCOM 

· includes the authority to perform the following: 
• Exercise or delegate operational control of assigned or attached forces. 
• Exercise directive authority for logistic matters (or delegate directive authority for a 

common support capability). 
• Give authoritative direction to subOrdinate commands and forces necessary to carry ou~ 

missions assigned to the command, Including authoritative direction over all aspects of 
military operations,joint training, and logistics. 

• Coordinate the boundaries of geographic areas specified in the UCP with other combatant 
commanders and with other US Government agencies or agencies of countries in the 
area of responsibility (AOR), as necessary to prevent both duplication of effort and lack 
of adequate control of operations in the delineated areas. 

• Function, unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of Defense, as the US military 
single point of contact and exercise directive authority over all elements of the command 
in relationships with other combatant commands, Department of Defense (DOD) 
elements, US diplomatic missions, other US agencies, and agencies of countries in the 
AOR (if assigned). Whenever a combatant commander undertakes exercises, operations, 
or otheractivitieswith the militaryforcesofnationsin anothercombatantcommander's 

· A OR, those exercises, operations. and activities and their attendant command relationships 
will be as mutually agreed to between the commanders. 

• Determine those matters relating to the exercise of COCOM in which subordinates must 
communicate with agencies external to the combatant command through the combatant 
commander. 

• Coordinate with subordinate commands and components and approve those aspects of 
administration and support (including control of resources and equipment, internal 
organization, and training), and discipline necessary to carry out missions assigned to 
the command. 

• Establish personnel policies to ensure proper and uniform standardsofmilitaryconduct. 
• Participate in the development and acquisition of the command's command, control, 

communications, and computer systems and direct their operation. 
• Submit recommendations through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the 

Secretary of Defense concerning the content of guidance affecting the strategy and/or 
fielding of joint forces. 

• Participate actiyely in the Joint Strategic Planning System (JSPS) and the Joint Operation 
· Planning and Execution System (JOPES). Combatant commanders' comments are critical 
to ensuring that warfighting and peacetime operational concerns are emphasized in all 
JSPS and JOPES documents. 

• Concur in the assignment (or recommendation for assignment) of officers as commanders 
directly subordinate to the combatant commander and to positions on the combatant 
command staff. Suspend from duty and recommend reassignment of any subordinate 
officer assigned to the combatant command. 
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• Convene general courts-martial in accordance with the Uniform Code of Military Justice. 
• In accordance with laws and national and DOD policies, establish plans, policies, 

programs, priorities, and overall requirements for the intelligence activities of the 
command. 

• When directed in the UCP or otherwise authorized by the Secretary of Defense, the 
commander of US elements of a multinational command may exercise COCOM of 
those US forces assigned to that command. 

Directive Authority for Logistic Matters. Commanders of combatant commands may 
exercise directive authority for logistics (or delegate directive authority for a common support 
capability). The exercise of directive authority for logistics by a combatant commander 
includes the authority to issue directives to subordinate commanders, including peacetime 
measures, necessary to ensure the following: effective execution of approved operation plans; 
effectiveness and economy of operation; and prevention or elimination of unnecessary 
duplication of facilities and overlapping of functions among the Service component commands. 
A combatant commander's directive authority does not discontinue Service responsibility 
for logistic suppqrt; discourage coordinati<:?n by consultation and agreement; or disrupt effective 
procedures, efficient utilization of facilities, or organization. 

Unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of Defense, the Military Departments and 
Services continue to have responsibi I ity for the logistic and administrati vesupport of Service 
forces assigned or attached to joint commands, subject to the following guidance: 

• Under peacetime conditions, the scope of the logistic and administrative a~thonty 
exercised by the commander of a combatant command will be consistent with the 
peacetime limitations imposed by legislation, Department of Defense policy or regulations, 
budgetary considerations, local conditions, and other specific conditions prescribed by 
the Secretary of Defense or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Where these 
factors preclude executiort of a combatant commander's directive by component 
commanders, the comments and recommendations of the combatant commander, together 
with the comments of the component commander concerned, will normally be referred 
to the appropriate Military Department for consideration. ·If the matter is not resolved in · 
a timely manner with the appropriate Military Department, it will be referred by the 
combatant commander, through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to the Secretary 
of Defense. 

• Under crisis action, wartime conditions or where critical situations make diversion of 
the normal logistic process necessary, the logistic and admi~istrative authority of 
combatant commanders enable them to use all facilities and supplies of all forces assigned 
to their commands as necessary for the accomplishment of their missions. Joint logistic 
doctrine and policy developed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff establishes 
wartime logistic support guidance that will assist the combatant commander in conducting 
successful joint operations. 

• A combatant commander will exercise approval authority over Service logistic programs 
(base adjustments, force beddowns, and other aspects as appropriate) within the 
command's area of responsibility that will have significant effects on operational capability 
or sustainability. When the combatant commander does not concur with a proposed 
Service logistic program action and coordination between the combatant commander 
and the Chief of the Service fails to result in an arrangement suitable to all parties, the 
combatant commander may forward the issue through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to the Secretary of Defense for resolution. 
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Related Terms 
combatant command; combatant commander; operational control; tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

COMBATANT COMMANDER 

!•·c~~rh~d~; ~~~~%:~~~•~i~~~~wie~::"~jii~i~ij~i~E~~~~ 
The term "combatant commander'' refers to the commander in chief of both geographically 

and functionally organized combatant commands. The term "geographic combatant 
commander" refers to a combatant commander with a geographic area of responsibility 
assigned by the National Command Authorities (NCA). Functional combatant commanders 
support geographic combatant commanders or may conduct operations in direct support of 
theNCA. 

Based on guidance and direction from the NCA, combatant commanders prepare strategic 
estimates, strategies, and plans to accomplish the missions assigned by higher authority. 
Supporting combatant commanders and their subordinates ensure that their actions are 
consistent with the supported commander's strategy. 

Unless otherwise directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense, the authority, 
direction, and control of the commander of a combatant command, with respect to the 
commands and the forces assigned to that command, are shown in the figure below. 

If a combatant commander at any time considers his authority, direction, or control with 
respect to any of the commands or forces assigned to the command to be insufficient to 
command effectively, the commander will promptly inform the Secretary of Defense through 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Unless otherwise directed by the President or the Secretary ofDefense, commanders of the 
combatant commands exercise authority over subordinate commanders as follows: 

• Commanders of commands and forces assigned to a combatant command are under the 
authority, direction, and control of, and are responsible to, the commander of the combatant 
command on all matters for which the commander of the combatant command has been 
assigned authority. 

• The commander of a command or force assigned to a commander of a combatant 
command wi II communicate with other elements of the Department of Defense (DOD) 
on any matter for which the commander of the combatant command has been assigned 
authority in accordance with procedures, if any, established by the commander of the 
combatant command. 

• Other elements of the DOD will communicate with the commander of a command or 
force assigned to a commander of a combatant command on any manner for which the 
commander of the combatant command has been assigned authority in accordance with 
procedures, if any, established by the commander of the combatant command. 

• The commander of a subordinate command or force will advise the commander of the 
combatant command, if so directed, of all communications to and from other elements 
oftheDODonanymatterforwhichthecommanderofthecombatantcommandhasnot 
been assigned authority. 
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Related Terms 
combatant cor:nmand; combatant command (command authority) 

Source Joint Publications 
JP0-2 
JP3-0 

Unified Action Anned Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMBATANT COMMANDER'S LOGISTIC CONCEPT 

Although the commanders of Service component commands provide logistic resources, 
combatant commanders are responsible for ensuring that the overall plan for using these 
~esources supports the theater concept of operations. 

The Logistic System. A critical element of a theater logistic system is timely integration 
of intertheater and intratheater transportation of personnel and supplies in the theater 
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distribution system. The means to move people and equipment forward and to evacuate 
them to the rear is fundamental to successful theater operations. The logistic system ranges 
from continental US (CONUS) or the deployed support base through a theater port of entry 
and on to the forward areas of the theater. Key elements of the logistic system are illustrated 
in the first figure below. 

Considerations in developing a logistic system are shown in the second figure below and 
discussed in the text following. 

Geography. The planner must examine the impact of topography, climate, and external 
factors affecting the logistic system, especially the impact on the various segments of the 
transportation system, including all waterways, rail, roads, pipelines, and airways. 

·'· ffu~~:i:~:::~~~~,o~nower. .. ~~~~[~fff~~~~~~~l~~~~~{i 
· ·, ... ··:winston ~11~r~tmi~>1The;;Bhier;;wari)\fii·::1899Vl' 

. . . . :. i~) ~~~t:J ~/ ~~ ~-~ S~(; ~:U~; ~ji- ;] :.j ~~~ ~~;[ ~~ i~ ~~; ~ ~~;~:.~~~:i~:~ii:.~~;~.~.~~t ~~ ;:~:::.~ U:~-~~:~ ~·~l- ~~Q~:~ ~;: ~: ~;: ~;t1;; ~ 

Transportation. Many factors should influence the time-phased selection of transportation 
modes to meet operational requirements. For example, sealift is by far the most efficient 
mode for bulk tonnage; airlift is often the most expedient for people or for rapid movement of 
equipment and supplies when time is critical. On land, rail (for bulk tonnage) and pipeline 
(for bulk liquids) are more efficient than trucks. 

Logistic Capability. The ability of the base infrastructure to receive, warehouse, and issue 
logistic resources influences the efficiency of the entire logistic system (for example, through 
the use of specializedcontainerhandlingequipment). Infrastructure also limits the size of the 
force that can be supported. 

Logistic Enhancements. Plans should include means to reduce the impact of logistic 
bottlenecks. Some examples are opening or gaining access to high-capacityports, expanding 

·airfield parking aprons, additional materials handling equipment, and expedient airfield 
matting. Improved use of commercial International Organization for Standardization 
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containers vice break bulk can aid in port clearance; but planners should realize such a container 
policy may create problems elsewhere. 

Logistic Infrastructure Protection. Provisions must be made for security of the logistic 
system because it is an integral part of combat power. 

Echelon of Support. The logistic system must be responsive to the needs of the most 
forward combat forces. It must start from CONUS and extend to the forward area of operations, 
providing supplies and ser-Vices when and where they ·are needed. 

Assignment of Responsibility. Combatant commanders should assign responsibility for 
operating the seaports, bases, and airports to the Service components (or host nations), if 
applicable.· · · 

Availability of Wartime Host-Nation Support. The level of assistance in terms of 
transportation resources, labor, facilities, and materiel that can be provided by allied nations 
affects the amount of airlift and sealift that may be devoted to initial movement of combat 
forces or sustainment. 

Theater Concept of Logistic Support. The concept of logistic support should derive 
from the estimate of logistic supportability of one or more courses of action (COAs). The 
combatant commander's (CINC's) directorate for logistics prepares these estimates for each 
alternative COA proposed by either the operations or planning directorate. The estimate of 
logistic supportability for the selected COA along with the logistic system framework 
considerations outlined above may be refined into the concept of logistic support for an 
operation or campaign. 
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The concept of logistic support is the envisioned manner in which the capabilities and 
resources of the CINCs' components will be employed to provide supply, maintenance, 
transportation,and engineering services. It is the organization of capabilities and resources 
into an overall theater warfare support concept. 

The concept of logistic support should specify how operations will be supported. It should 
give special attention to the major lines of communications (LOCs) to be developed, as.well 
as wartime host-nation support to be provided by each allied nation. If there is to be a 
communications zone to support air or land operations or a network of intermediate and 
advanced bases to support naval operations within a theater, the general organization and 
functions should be laid out. Supporting paragraphs should cover any topics the CINC 
believes are necessary and may include the following: 

• Logistic Authority and Control of Logistic Flow. The figure below lists some of the 
responsibilities assigned by Department of Defense directive or discussed in joint 
publications. 

• . Guidance on Harmonization. Multiple Military Services (US and allied nations) may 
operate simultaneously within the theater and the LOCs approaching the theater. 
Coordination of functions amortg all affected commands, nations, and agencies is essential 
to avoid confusion and unnecessary duplication. The combatant commanders should 
provide general guidance, by function and area, wherever needed to ensure unity of 
effort. 
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• Logistic Command, Control, Communications, and Computers (C4) Systems. In addition 
to standard operating procedures for C4 systems, consideration should be given to backup 
plans or manual procedures in the event of possible C4 system outages or incompatible 
interfaces during combined operations. 

• Intratheater Support. Specific guidance should be provided for employment of all 
available logistic infrastructure, including allied civilian and military support. In addition, 
the geographic combatant commander can assign logistic resportsibility for the theater 
to the predominant user of a particular category of support (i.e., intratheatertransportation 
is frequently an Army component responsibility). 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

COMBAT ASSESSMENT 

·. . -· · .- :. _· ·: .. :·: .:. . . . ~. . : .. _. -· ·. · .· ~·::;:/:·::~:1??-: ~(:::-·(:·~~';:~~~;T~~~~J~~~l~t~:~~?:e~x~~fl~ftf~~~;~~Jrtt~P\;~g:~~;~~~:~:;_:~: 
· · The determination of the overall effectiveness of force erppi()Yflj~QH:J~rirj~'fniti.~ty'\''. 

operations. Combat assessment is composed of't~f~'rjlajQ.(;g.ptn'P.f>.o@·ot$.~·(~):c?:·: 

.. ~:;~~E?~~~~f~~;;~:~~::~::;~:~~:~~~~~!lfili~~ 
. .Directorate (J-3) is normally the single point of con~~9lff>,~i:9.9mP.~tf~~~~~~q!)i: 
·at the joint force level, assisted by the joint forc~J~~E!.IIig~f'¢~:qir~9!9t~t~::(~~?>1f:~f: 
Also called CA. . · · · · · · . . . · .. · · • ·.::•t:; ·J:l:J.~].1'1[:·r;~:~.·,~t~;~J[:~1lfi'' ,:;::; ~::.;.::>'t,~jf~[~~1·::·::t 

With the increasing complexity of modem warfare and its effects, the traditional bomb 
damage assessment has evolved through battle damage assessment (BDA) to combat 
ass~ssment(CA). CA is the determination of the overall effectiveness of force employment 
during military operations. BDA is one of the principle subordinate elements of CA. At the 
joint force commander (JFC) level, theCA effort should be a joint program, supported at all 
levels, designed to determine if the required effects on the adversary envisioned in the campaign 
plan are being achieved by the joint f~rce components to meet the JFC's overall concept. The 
intent is to analyze with sound military judgment what is known about the damage inflicted 
on the enemy to try to determine: what physical attrition the adversary has suffered; what 
effect the efforts have had on the adversary's plans or capabilities; and what, if any, changes 
or additional efforts need to take place to meet the objectives of the current major operations 
or phase of the campaign. CA requires constant information flows from all sources and 
should support all sections of the JFC staff and components. 

CA is done at all levels in the joint force. JFCs should establish a dynamic system to 
support CA for all components. Normally, the joint force Operations Directorate (J-3) will 
be responsible for coordinating CA, assisted by the joint force Intelligence Directorate. JFCs 
apportion joint force reconnaissance assets to support theCA intelligence effort that exceeds 
the organic capabilities of the component forces. The component commanders identify their 
requirements and coordinate them with the joint force J-3 or designated representative. 
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Related Terms 
battle damage assessment; targeting cycle 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMBAT INTELLIGENCE 

··••··r~~~:~:;i~:~~=~~~:~~~~~~:~f~~i~~i~1~1~~~!i~~1\~ 
The joint force commander (JFC) determines the strategic and operational objectives for 

the theater of operations. The Intelligence Directorate (J-2) determines the intelligence 
requirements and direction of the intelligence effort in support of the JFC's objectives. The 
intelligence effort is critical to the mission. Its nature, orientation, and scope depend on the 
commander's decision on the relative importance of intelligence in accomplishing the mission. 
The J-2 should refine the concept of intelligence operations to reflect changes in the 
commander's mission, estimate of the situation, and objectives. JFCs, with their J-2s, must 
ensure that intelligence objectives are correct, adequately stated, understood, synchronized, 
prioritized, and translated into actions that will provide the intelligence needed to accomplish 
the mission. Intelligence actions must be synchronized with other warfare disciplines to 
ensure integrated and responsive support throughout all phases of the operation. 

Acquiring intelligence is the responsibility of the commander. Commanders, Operations 
Directorates, J-2s, and intelligence staffs developing strategy and operations and assigning 
mission responsibilities have the earliest view of intelligence requirements and the intelligence 
efforts that must commence at the inception of operations and missions. The determination 
of strategy and operations becomes the beginning point for intelligence needed to attain 
military objectives. It is at these earliest determinations that senior intelligence staffs must 
understand the combat intelligence requirements both for their commands and their subordinate 
commands, identify the commands and forces' organic intelligence capabilities and shortfalls, 
access theater and/or national systems to cover shortfalls, and ensure intelligence is provided 
or available to those who need it. This command responsibility also includes planning for 
logistic support to command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence; 
intelligence personnel; and equipment. Assignment of appropriate movement priority within 
the time-phased force and deployment list is essential to ensuring that required intelligence 
support will be available when needed to support joint operations. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

COMBAT SEARCH AND RESCUE 

· · · ::: .·. . : · . : · . = · : · · · :~·::r?~:~~::~_::<:~:~;~~-~f;r~~:;{f:Yi~(~::;~~:..~~~Yf~'f.:~!~:~~~~7:?f~i~~;;~~~~{[fl'f~~~E~J~t~~:-~}F 

:. ; A· sp_ecific task perfonned by rescue forces: -tC> .. ,~ff~.~;~~~:r~~¢QY~'XI#f::;Qi~tt~~~-
.: . personnel during war. or military operations.q1n~·rJti~'Wijf~fAI~Q:calie'li:c,$.~.;,_ts~ii 

, · .· · • : · . · · : .· ·, · · · ·~>:<::~:::-~:F~.:··(l~.'i(.[:··:t::~,~~:~~i~1.~,1::lt.)~11tiJ.tf~ S%t~~~~~~~[~~ 
Each Service and US Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) is responsible for 

performing combat search and rescue (CSAR) in support of their own operations, consistent 
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with their assigned functions. In so doing, each Service and USSOCOM should take into 
account the availability and capability of the CSAR-capable forces of the others, including 
the US Coast Guard. 

The joint force commander (JFC) may task Service and special operations component 
members of a joint force to participate in the operation of the joint search and rescue center 
(JSRC) and provide trained personnel to staff the center. JFCs have primary authority and· 
responsibility for CSAR in support of US forces within their operational areas, including 
civilian personnel, such as Civil Reserve Air Fleet crew members and deployed technical 
representatives. When planning and executing this responsibility, JFCs should ensure that 
appropriate host nation policies, laws, regulations, and capabilities are taken into consideration. 

JFCs normally delegate responsibility to recover personnel to the joint force component 
commanders. Additionally, the JFC should establish a JSRC to monitor recovery efforts; to 
plan, coordinate, and execute joint search and rescue (SAR) and CSAR operations; and to 
integrate CSAR operations with other evasion, escape, .and recovery operations within the 
geographical area assigned to the joint force. Joint SAR and CSAR operations are those that· 
have exceeded the capabilities of the component commanders in their own operations and 
require the efforts of two or more components of the joint force to accomplish the operation. 
Established subordinate JFCs such as commanders of subordinate unified commands and 
standing joint task force (JTF) commanders also should establish a standing JSRC (or its 
functional equivalent) .. Contingency JTF commanders should establish a JSRC (or its 
functional equivalent) in the earliest stages of forming the JTF. 

In those joint operations in which there is significant involvement by joint force components 
and their staffs, the JFC normally should establish the JSRC by tasking one of the component 
commanders to designate their component rescue coordination center to function also as the 
JSRC. The designated component should possess the necessary forces and capabilities, such 
as command, control, communications, intelligence,. and surveillance, to phm and execute 
expeditiously joint CSAR operations. The JFC should give the designated component 
commander the authority and responsibility that the JFC deems necessary for operating the 
JSRC so as to properly provide joint CSAR capability for the joint force. The designated 
component commander designates the JSRC Director, who has overall responsibility for 
operation of the JSRC. 

If a joint operation is limited in nature and there is no significant involvement by joint 
force component forces or their staffs, the JFC may establish a JSRC (or its functional 
equivalent) as part of the JFC's staff. In this case, the JFC normally should designate a JSRC 
Director as the JFC's representative with overall responsibility for operation of the JSRC. 

The health service support (HSS) capabilities of CSAR units vary from component to 
component, but are generally limited. Certain component CSAR units are dedicated to CSAR 
operations while others perform CSAR as a secondary mission. Marine Corps aviation units 
currently do not conduct CSAR, they do, however, possess the capability to conduct tactical 
recovery of aircraft and personnel, which may involve ground units as well. This mission has 
a different emphasis and application than the traditional CSAR mission. 

Joint force CSAR HSS capabilities are limited to recovering or evacuating the sick or 
injured from low- to medium-threat environments. They provide medically supervised 
evacuation of the sick and injured from both peacetime and wartime situations. HSS personnel 
on rescue aircraft are capable of providing emergency medical treatment (EMT) for traumatic 
injuries as well as continuing treatment of life-threatening injuries or diseases during 
transportation. 

154 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT 

Although CSAR units require HSS similar to other units, supported geographic combatant 
commanders must establish a flexible HSS system to meet the demands of CSAR operations. 
A majority of CSAR HSS requirements can be met by the component surgeon; however, 
several key issues must be emphasized in any joint CSAR HSS plan. 

Adequate intelligence for the theater is critical to the success of CSAR operations. 
Support requirements for CSAR operations are shown in the figure below. 

Some CSAR units do not deploy with organic flight surgeon support. Other units require 
flight surgeon support for technical assistance in the areas of EMT and administration of 
medication, continuing medical care and education, and CSAR mission support requirements. 
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e Replenishment of used or outdated medical supplies 
(medication and material). 

0 Oxygen supplies. 

• Medical equipment maintenance. 

" Narcotic storage and control. 

• Storage of temperature-sensitive medical material. 

0 
Optical fabrication. 

• Blood supply, storage, and distribution. 

Related Terms 
evasion and escape; search and rescue 

JP 3-50.2 
JP4-02 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) 
Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT 

The esSential capabilities, functions, activities, an·d.:t~~ksfM~g~~~~:~~~~~~~~f~~l,~1 
all elements of operating forces in theater at all levels otwar~·;:VVi.tb~f1t~.~lo~tig~~Jf>;:; 

· and theater logistic systems, it includes but is notlirnitedtq !h~~;~ij#P,q~j~p~~re~:·t:}:' 

~~=~:~~= :,~~:;g=~~s:::~::r~·®~r:ri~~~~~~~~t~JI 
troops to pennit those units to accomplish thei(mi~slons(ifl.:rcoffip~j~~~pmt)~l~l;bi 
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COMBAT SUSTAINMENT 

All levels of logistics involve combat service support and affect the sustainabilityof forces 
in the combat zone. Combat service support (CSS) is the essential logistic functions, activities, 
and tasks necessary to sustain all elements of operating forces in an area of operations. At the 
tactical level of war, CSS includes but is not limited to that support rendered by service 
troops in ensuring the operational and tactical levels of supply, maintenance, transportation, 
health services, and other services required by aviation and ground combat troops to permit 
those units to accomplish their missions in combat. Operational logistics encompasses those 
activities at the operational level of war that link strategic objectives to tactical objectives on 
the battlefield. 

logistics 

JP 3-02 
JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 
Doctrine for Logistics Support of Joint Operations 

COMBAT SUSTAINMENT 

Combat sustainment theater airlift operations involve the combat movement of supplies, 
materiel, and personnel to reinforce or resupply units already engaged in combat operations. 
Combat sustainment planning usually assumes that user requirements and general threat 
situations allow little or no flexibility in the delivery times, locations, and configurations of 
specific loads. Flight schedules and load plans are usually driven by emergency combat 
requirements, and perhaps the user's inability to receive and handle large increments of 
sustainment materiel. Thus, the efficient utilization of allowable cabin loads (ACLs) and 
support resources is on I y a secondary consideration. For example, a unit with limited organic 
transportation and/or storage capabilities might require daily resupply increments, even though 
the daily loads underutilize the ACLs of the supporting air transports. On the other hand, 
such circumstances might justify adding vehicles to a unit's table of mganization and equipment 
if that would allow airlift planners to consolidate several sorties into one. Given the exceptional 
risks involved for scarce and perhaps irreplaceable theater airlift assets, combat sustainment 
requests should normally be restricted to absolutely essential requirements. Combat 
sustainment usmilly involves individual aircraft or small formations employing combat tactics 
to deliver loads to terminals in close proximity to the enemy; it may also be conducted as an 
air flow operation, depending on requirements and threats. Only essential ~ackhaul 
requirements justify the increased risks for theater airlift assets involved in these operations. 
Priority consideration should be given to retrograde of critical r~parable items from forward 
areas to rear echelon repair activities. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations. 

COMBATTING TERRORISM 
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COMBAmNG TERRORISM 

Combatting terrorism involves actions taken to oppose terrorism from wherever the threat. 
It includes antiterrorism (defensive measures taken to reduce vulnerability to terrorist acts) 
and counterterrorism (offensive measures taken to prevent, deter, and respond to terrorism). 
(See figure below.) 

Antiterrorism programs form the foundation for effectively combatting terrorism. The 
basics of such programs include training and defensive measures that strike a balance among 
the protection desired, the mission, infrastructure; and available manpower and resources. 
The US Government may provide antiterrorism assistanc~ to foreign countries under the 
provisions of Chapter ll of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961. ' 

Counterterrorism provides response measures that include preemptive, retaliatory, and rescue 
operations. Normally, counterterrorism operations require specially trained personnel capable 
of mounting swift and effective action. The Department of Defense provides specially trained 
personnel and equipment in a supporting role to governmental lead agencies. Counterterrorism 
is a principal special operations mission. Department of State (DOS), Department of Justice 
(DOJ)(specifically,the·FederalBureauoflnvestigation),ortheDepartmentofTransportation 
(DOT) (specifically the Federal Aviation Administration) receive lead agency designation 
according to terrorist incident location and type. DOS is the lead agency for incidents that 
take place outside the United States; DOJ is the lead agent for incidents that occur within the 
United States; and DOT is the lead agent for incidents aboard aircraft "in flight" within the 
special jurisdiction of the United States. The Assistant to the President for National Security 
Affairs resolves any uncertainty on the designation of lead agency or responsibilities. 

Related Terms 
antiterrorism; counterterrorism 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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COMBAT ZONE 

x:~~~~i~~~;~~~::~i,~~;~~~~t'~~~~~t~~~~~\~~~~ 
Geographic combatant commanders may also establish combat zones and combat·and 

communications zones (COMMZs), as shown in the figure below. The combat zone is an 
area required by forces to conduct large-scale combat operations. It normally extends forward 
from the land force rear boundary. The COMMZ contains those theater organizations, lines 
of communications (LOCs ), and other agencies required to support and sustain combat forces. 
The COMMZ usually includes the rear portions of the theaters of operations and theater of 
war and reaches back to the continental US base or perhaps to a supporting combatant 
commander's area of responsibility. The COMMZ includes airports and seaports that support 
the flow of forces and logistics into the operational area. It is usually contiguous to the 
combat zone but J!lay be separate- connected only by thin LOCs- in very fluid, dynamic 
situations. 

. . . .. .. : ... ~ . : . . : . =:.::. ~ .. :. ' . : :~ ; . ;:~ .; 
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Related Terms 
communications zone 

JP3-0 

COMBINED 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMBINED 

:;j~~~~~:;c~~f1~~~:~[tf~!Th~{ii~~~~i\llf{tll~!~~lfll 
An operation conducted by forces of two or more nations is termed a "multinational" 

operation. An operation conducted by forces of two or more nations in a formal arrangement 
is termed an "alliance" operation. An alliance is a result of formal agreements between two 
or more nations for broad, long-term objectives. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is 
one example. These alliance operations are technically combined operations, though in 
common usage combined is often used as synonym for all multinational operations. Military 
action in a temporary or informal arrangement for common interests is termed a "coalition" 
operation. Though the description of "multinational" will always apply to such forces and 
commanders, they can also be described as "allied," "combined," "alliance," or "coalition," 
as appropriate. 
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Related Tenns 

alliance; coalition 

JPI 
JP0-2 
JP3-0 

COMMAND 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

1. ~~ autl,~rity that. a commander in the Mi.lit~·~:,_~~·~i6~,;1~~~j~>:~~~~~~~~lJl~~ 
over subordinates by virtue of rank.or assignmenffJ~brTim~indHn-cJ:u~as_·~~·e?t: 
authority and responsibility for eff~ctively using.av~ila.~l~:;r~t:;P.4r~~~:~~n~·.j§t1}~ 

· .Planning the employment of, organizing, directing;'coordinating:~hcfCQ.~trq.llidgJ,,i 
military forces for :the accomplishment of assigned '.missi(,ns~ ·.,:~t:~ijts<;gi:~91~~,~~~~} 
responsibility for health, welfare, morale, and discip.Jil)ecif)1ssigpe4ip~~96M!I!'~~;J 
2. An order given by a ·commander, that is, thew ill ofthe·qornrriafid.~l.~~P.t~~t.tj:i~:;i 
for the purJ)ose of bringing about a particulara.ct!ot;t.:7-:f~/i:')~'·.:ypiJ·1:<?,~·9:~·~~,~~;!n;,t;;~ 
organization, or an area under the command ot.o.n~,ifl.?iY.i~9Cil~,·,4~'ff9~:qq:r."iP~~~~:·:.::. 

by. a fie.ld of weapon fire or by obse~a~i~n fro~~ ~:~M.~~q;gf,;83~~J~;;~:·~~~nJM~J?f~~~i·~:; 
Command and control is the exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated 

commander over assigned and attached forces in the accomplishment of a mission. Command, 
in particular, includes both the authority and responsibility for effectively using available 
resources to accomplish assigned missions. 

Command at all levels is the art of motivating and directing people and organizations into 
action to accomplish missions. Command requires visualizing the current state of friendly 
and enemy forces, then the future state of those forces that must exist to accomplish the 
mission, then formulating concepts of operations to achieve that state. Joint force commanders 
(JFCs) influence the outcome of campaigns and major operations by assigning missions; 
designating the priority effort(s); prioritizing and allocating resources; assessing risks to be 
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taken; deciding when and how. to make adjustments; committing reserves; staying attuned to 
the needs of subordinates and seniors; and guiding and motivating the organization toward 
the desired end. 

The related tools for implementing command decisions include communications, computers, 
and intelligence. Space-based systems provide commanders capabilities such as surveillance, 
navigation, and location that greatly facilitate command. The precision with which these 
systems operate significantly upgrades the speed and accuracy ·of the information that 
commanders exchange, both vertically and laterally. 

Effective command at varying operational tempos requires reliable, secure, and interoperable 
communications. Communications planning increases options available to JFCs by providing 
the communications systems necessary to pass critical information at decisive times. These 
conuriunication systems permit JFCs to exploit tactical success and facilitate future operations. 
Nonetheless, command style is dictated by the commander, not by the supporting 
communication system. 

Related T~rms 
combatant command; combatant command (command authority); command and control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMMAND AND CONTROL 

. · . .. · . · ·. · · · · · ·· ::. ·:: .·.· . · · · ·· >·:~.::;:~ :?~~F;;:~:rf~~?:~~)n~i·:~~:~r~;;-:~:-~r;~~~~~t~~r~H~tt~~!S{~r~~~~~:t~:?;~~~~r~-~~::~;:f~r;r) 
The exercise of authority and direction by a···properlyj1~signa-~d'¢pffiffi~QQQ(:,~~h 
over assigned and attached forces in the acc()ftfpl~~hfi.l~Qf::pf:J~~imJ~~l99-~:Jtj 
Command and control functions are perform~p;.~~l'9~.9b/;.atl.·:,~~~tt$~i7t~~t~Pt!:::·\i 

~~!r~~:~~:~~;~;~~£~E~~~~~l~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Jl 
Command and control (C2) is the exercise of authority and direction by a properly designated · 

commander over assigned and attached forces in the accomplishment of a mission. Command, 
in particular, includes both the authority and responsibility for effectively using available 
resources to accomplish assigned missions. 

Command at all levels is the art of motivating and directing people and organizations into 
action to accomplish missions.· Command requires visualizing the current state of friendly 
and enemy forces, then the future state of those forces that must exist to accomplish the 
mission, then formulating concepts of operations to achieve that state. Joint force commanders 
(JFCs) influence the outcome of campaigns and major operations by assigning missions; 
designating the priority effort(s); prioritizing and allocating resources; assessing risks to be 
taken; deciding when and how to make adjustments; committing reserves; staying attuned to 
the needs of subordinates and seniors; and guiding and motivating the organization toward 
the desired end. 

Control is inherent in command. To control is to regulate forces and functions to execute 
th_e commander's intent. Control of forces and functions helps commanders and staffs compute 
requirements, allocate means, and integrate efforts. Control is necessary to determine the 
status of organizational effectiveness, identify variance from set standards, and correct 
deviations from these standards. Control permits commanders to acquire and apply means to 
accomplish their intent and develop specific instructions from general guidance. Ultimately, 
it provides commanders a means to measure, report, and correct performance. · 
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COMMAND AND CONTROL OF LOGISTICS 

Control serves its purpose if it allows commanders freedom to operate, delegate authority, 
place themselves in the best position to lead, and synchronize actions throughout the operational 
area. Moreover, the C2 system needs to support the ability of commanders to adjust plans for 
future operations, even while focusing on current operations. Skilled staffs· work within . 
command intent to direct and control units and resource allocation to support the desired end. 
They also are alert to spotting enemy or friendly situations that may require changes in 
command relationships or organization and advise the commander accordingly. 

The related tools for implementing command decisions include communications, computers, 
and intelligence. Space-based systems provide commanders capabilities such as surveillance, 
navigation, and location that greatly facilitate command. The precision with which these · 
systems operate significantly upgrades the speed and accuracy of the information that 
commanders exchange, both vertically and laterally. 

Effective command at varying operational tempos requires reliable, secure, and interoperable 
communications. Communications planning increases options available to JFCs by providing 
the communications systems necessary to pass critical information at decisive times. These 
communication systems permit JFCs to exploit tactical success.and facilitate future operations. 
Nonetheless, command style is dictated by the commander, not by the supporting 
communication system. 

Liaison is an important aspect of joint fqrce C2. Liaison teams or individuals may be 
dispatched from higher to lower, lower to higher, laterally, or any combination of these. They 
generally represent the interests of the sending commander to the receiving commander, but 
can greatly promote understanding of the commander's intent at both the sending and receiving 
headquarters. 

Related Terms 
command; control; command channel; command, control, communications, and computer 
systems 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMMAND AND CONTROL OF LOGISTICS 

Unity of command is essential to· coordin.ate national and theater logistic operations. 
Logistics is a function of command. To exercise control at the strategic, operational, and 
tactical levels of war, commanders must also exercise control over logistics. For a given area 
and for a given mission, a single command authority should be responsible for logistics. 

Sound logistic planning forms the foundation for strategic, operational, and tactical flexibility 
and mobility. To influence the relative combat power of his force, the~ommandermusthave 
adequate control of the command's logistic support capability. 

The logistic support system must be in harmony with the structureandemploymentofthe 
combat forces it supports. This unity of effort is best attained under a single command 
authority. Wherever feasible, peacetime chains of command and staffs should be organized 
during peacetime to avoid reorganization during war. This includes Reserve component 
forces (US and host nation) that may be assigned specific theater missions. Commanders 
must be able to call forward, in a timely manner, those assets needed to initiate and sustain 
war. 
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JP4-0 

COMMAND AND CONTROL PROTECTION 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Lo.gistic Support of Joint Operations 

COMMAND AND CONTROL PROTECTION 

General. Command and control (C2) protection maintains. effective C2 of own forces by 
turning to friendly advantage or negating adversary efforts to deny information to, influence, 
degrade, or destroy the friendly C2 system. Synchronized command and control warfare 
(C2W) operations should enable a joint force commander (JFC) to operate "inside" an 
adversary's decision cycle by allowing the JFC to process information through the C2 decision 
cycle faster than an adversary commander. Initiative is fundamental to success in military 
operations. In C2W, both C2-attack and C2-protect operations contribute to gaining and 
maintaining military initiative. 

Psychological Operation. Psychological operation's (PSYOP's) main objective in C2-
protect is to counter the adversary's hostile propaganda against the joint force. Discrediting 
the source of mass media attacks against the operations of the US/multinational forces is 
critical to maintaining a favorable world opini~n of the operations. Countering adversary 
propaganda is a coordinated effort requiring centralized planning and synchronized execution 
at all levels. Other PSYOP activities to support C2-protect operations include: 

• Persuading the adversary forces that US high-technology can be used to identify and 
neutralize their efforts and that their whole military force and its infrastructure will suffer 
if they persist in antagonizing friendly forces. 

• When called upon, PSYOP operations can target individual intelligence and C2 nodes 
to assist in C2-protect operations. 

Military Deception. Military deception can help protect the joint force from adversary 
C2-attack efforts. Deception that misleads an adversary commander about friendly C2 
capabilities and/or limitations contributes to C2-protect. An adversary commander who is 
deceived about friendly C2 capabilities and limitations may be more likely to misallocate 
resources in an effort to attack or exploit friendly C2 systems. 

Electronic Warfare. Each of the three divisions of electronic warfare (EW) can also 
make a contribution to friendly C2-protectefforts. 

• Electronic warfare support (ES ), supported by signals intelligence (SIGINT) data, can 
be used to monitor for impending adversary attack on friendly C2-nodes. ES, in the 
form of signal security monitoring, can be used to identify potential sources of information 
for an adversary to obtain knowledge about friendly C2 systems. 

• Electronic attack, whether jamming, electromagnetic deception, or directed energy 
weapons/antiradiationmissiles can be used to defend a friendly force from adversary 
C2-attack. 

• Electronic protection should be used in C2-protect to safeguard friendly forces from 
· exploitation by adversary ES/SIGINT operations. Frequency deconfliction through the 

use of the joint restricted frequency list is also a key to a successful coordinated defense 
against adversary C2-attack operations. 

Intelligence Role. Traditional military defensive means, implemented at the component 
level, should defend against adversary efforts to employ physical destruction and EW against 
friendly C2 systems. However, the JFC should take measures to protect friendly C2 systems 
from adversary PSYOP, operations security (OPSEC), and military deception operations. 
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Even a technically unsophisticated adversary may use PSYOP, OPSEC, and/or military 
deception efforts against friendly C2 systems to influence friendly perceptions. Protecting 
the joint force from adversary OPSEC, PSYOP, and military deception is largely dependent 
on measures taken by the intelligence community supporting the joint force. The JFC has 
many sources to "sense" the operational area, including information from his own forces on 
a wide range of activities, such as the status of friendly forces as well as intelligence provided 
by many sources, from tactical to national. Although there is no way to guarantee that adversary 
OPSEC, PS.YOP, and/or military deception measures do not distort the JFC's perception of 
the battlefield, there are certain measures that can be taken within the intelligence community 
that should complicate the adversary's efforts to manipulate friendly perceptions. These 
measures include: 

• training intelligence analysts about military deception methods and to consider the 
possibility of military deception when analyzing collected intelligence information; 

• enforcing information security procedures; 
• training intelligence analysts to recognize their own cultural biases and to use analytical 

procedures that should minimize the impact of those biases; 
• cooperating with counterintelligenc~ efforts through active coordination with the 

counterintelligence support officer. . 
Related Terms 

command and control warfare 
Source Joint Publications 

JP3-l3.1 Joint Doctrine for Command and Control Warfare (C2W) 

COMMAND AND CONTROL SUPPORT SYSTEM 

Command and control (C2) must be viewed from a common perspective to understand the 
role of command, control, communications, and computers (C4) systems that support C2. 

The command and control support (C2S) system gives the joint force commander (JFC) 
the means to exercise authority and direct assigned and attached forces in the accomplishment 
of the mission. The JFC uses information to support decision making and coordinate actions 
that will influence friendly and enemy forces to the JFC's advantage. 

Information integrates joint force ~omponents, allowing them to function effectively across 
vast distan~es. Therefore, the structure of the joint force drives specific information flow and 
processing requiremen.ts. The information requirements of the joint force drive the general 
architec:ture and specific configuration of the C2S system. 

The C2S system must overlay the joint force to provide the means through which the JFC 
and subordinate commanders drive the joint force toward specific mission objectives. The 
C2S forces that compose the C2S system (e.g., reconnaissance, surveillance, intelligence, 
fire support coordination, air control, electronic warfare, C4 systems, sensor management, 
signals intelligence, deception, space systems, and others) should be task-organized and arrayed 
to collect, transport, process, and protect information as well as deny the enemy the same 
capability. 

Modem military forces' growing dependence upon C2 presents vulnerabilities that can be 
exploited by the capabilities of joint forces. Command and control warfare (C2W) seeks to 
deny the adversary the ability to command force disposition and employment while protecting 
the friendly joint force from similar efforts. The objective is to degrade.the adversary's unity 
of effort and decrease their tempo of operations while simultaneously increasing that of the 
joint force. 
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COMMAND, CONTROL, COMMUNICATIO~S, AND COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

In short, the joint force must have information to operate. This i.nformation should be 
relevant, essential, timely, and in a form that warriors quickly understand and can use to act. 
The C2S·system is the JFC's principal tool used to collect, transport, process, and disseminate 

· this information. The C2S system also supports the implementation of C2W. C4 systems 
form the information exchange and decision support subsystems of a C2S system. In time of 
war, C4 systems support a continuous flow of data to provide real time battles pace information 
anywhere, anytime, on demand. C4 systems also have the broader role of supporting other 
functions within joint forces and the Department of Defense forming the overall Defense 
Information Infrastructure. 

Related Terms 
command and control 

JP6-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Op.erations 

COMMAND CHANNEL 

Joint force commanders are provided staffs to assist them in the decision making and 
execution process. The staff is an extension of the commander; its sole function is command · 
support, and its only authority is that which is delegated to it by the commander. A properly 
trained and directed staff will free the commander to devote more attention to directing 
subordinate commanders and maintaining a picture of the situation as a whole. The staff 
should be composed of the smallest number of qualified personnel who can do the job. 

The command channel is the term used to describe the chain of command from commanders 
to subordinates through which command is exercised. The staff channel is the term used to 
describe the channel by which commanders interact with staffs. It also describes the channel 
by which staff officers contact their counterparts at higher, adjacent, and subordinate 
headquarters. These staff-to-staff contacts are for coordination and cooperation only. Higher 
headquarters staff officers exercise no independent authority over subordinate headquarters 
staffs, although staff officers normally honor requests for information. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

COMMAND, CONTROL, COMMUNICATIONS, AND COMPUTER SYSTEMS 

· .... ~· ~. : :. ::: ~-: y ·: ~ ~,: ~:: ~::::: i. : . =: :·· ~::: :~).:: {:::: ~ ~~: ~:: ~-??~;~ ~l ;~~~-;~~~(~ f q~! ~~:?;~~~~~~~~~~f~l~~·~;~;i~T:~~l; :::: ~ 
Integrated systems.9f doctrine, procedures, oi'ganl~~6nal ~q..(::tu~S,i··p&:rsprjn·e'1k~l 

:::£~::;;?:=~dC:n~~~!::~5~~f!i;ti1-~~~~\t1~ 
General. Command of joint forces in war is an intense and competitive process. The joint 

. force commander (JFC) is not only faced with making tough decisions in complex situations, 
but must do this in an environment of uncertainty and limited time. Command is as much a 
prQblem of information management as it is of carrying out difficult and complex warfighting 
tasks. Command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems supporting US military 
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forces must have the capability to rapidly adapt to the warfighters demands; to make available 
the information that is important; provide it where needed; and ensure that it·gets there in the 
right form and in time to be used. The fundamental objective of C4 systems is to get the 
critical and relevant information to the right place in time to allow forces to seize on opportunity 
and meet the objectives across the range of military operations. 

Enduring Elements. Over time, superior command and control (C2) systems have enabled 
. victorious commanders to maintain the unity of effort to apply their forces' capabilities at the 
critical time and place to win. Two characteristics have remained constant: the human element 
and the need for relevant, timely, and accurate information. The human element, with its 
ability to sort what's important, absorb the essentials, and react to the information, remains a 
constant factor over time. · 
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Today, improved technology in mobility, weapons, sensors, and C4 systems continue to 
reduce time and space, increase tempo of operations, and generate large amounts of information. 
If not managed, this may degrade the reactions of warfighters and ultimately the warfighting 
force. It is essential to employ C4 systems that are designed to complement human capabilities 
and limitations. 

The Role of C4 Systems in C2. C2 must be viewed from a common perspective to 
understand the role of C4 systems that support C2. The figure below provides an overview 
of the relationship between information and the command and control support (C2S) system. 

The C2S system gives the JFC the means to exercise authority and direct assigned and 
attached forces in the accomplishment of the mission. The JFC uses information to support 
decision making and coordinate actions that will infl_uence friendly and enemy forces to the 
JFC's advantage. 

Information integrates joint force components, allowing them to function effectively across 
vast distances. Therefore, the structure of the joint force drives specific information flow and 
proc~ssing requirements. The information requirements of the joint force drive the general 
architecture and specific configuration of the C2S system. 

The C2S system must overlay the joint force to provide the means through which the JFC 
and ~ubordinate commanders drive the joint force toward specific mission objectives .. The 
C2S forces that compose the C2S system (e.g., reconnaissance, surveillance, intelligence, 
fire support coordination, air control, electronic warfare, C4 systems, sensor management, 
signals intelligence, deception, space systems, and others) should be task-organized and arrayed 
to collect, transport, process, and protect information as well as deny the enemy the same 
capability. 
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Modem military forces' growing dependence upon C2 presents vulnerabilities that can be 
exploited by the capabilities of joint forces. Command and control warfare (C2W) seeks to 
deny the adversary the ability to command force disposition and employment while protecting 
the friendlyjoint force from similar efforts. The objective is to degrade the adversary's unity 
of effort and decrease their tempo of operations while simultaneously increasing that of the 
joint force. 

In short, the joint force must have information to operate. This information should be 
relevant, essential, timely, and in a form that warriors quickly understand and can use to act. 
The C2S system is the JFC's principal tool used to collect, transport, process, and disseminat~ 
this information. The C2S system also supports the implementation of C2W. C4 systems 
form the information exchange and decision support subsystems of a C2S system. (See 
figure below.) In time of war, C4 systems support a continuous flow of dat~ to provide real 
time battlespace information anywhere, anytime, on demand. C4 systems also have the 
broader role of supporting other functions within joint forces and the Department of Defense 
forming the overall Defense Information Infrastructure. 

Functions of C4 Systems. C4 systems support the following functions: 
• Collect. Acquiring or gathering and initial filtering of information based on a planned 

need, determining time sensitivity, and putting the information into a form suitable for 
transporting. 

• Transport. Moving or communicating the information to appropriate receptacles for 
processing. 

• Process. Storing, recalling, manipulating, filtering and fusing data to produce the 
minimum essential information in a usable form on which the warfighter can take 
appropriate actions. 
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• Disseminate. Distributing processed information, to the appropriate users of the 
information. 

• Protect. Ensuring the secure flow and processing of information and access only by 
authorized personnel. 

Fundamental Objectives of C4 Systems. The fundamental objectives are listed in the 
figure below and are described in the following text: 

Produce Unity of Effort. C4 systems should help a military force and its supporting elements 
to combine the thoughts and impressions of multiple commanders and key warfighters. This 
allows the views of many experts to be brought to bear on any given task. 

Multimission space-based platforms provide real time information exchange. 
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Exploit Total Force Capabilities. C4 systems must be planned as extensions of human 
senses and processes to help people form perceptions, react, and make decisions. This allows 
people to be effective during high-tempo operations. C4 systems must be immediately 
responsive, simple, and easily understandable, especially for systems planned for use during 
situations involving great stress. 

Properly Position Critical Information. C4 systems must be able to respond quickly to 
requests for information and to place and maintain the information where it is needed. This 
not only reduces critical delays but also reduces the impact on communications networks. 

Information Fusion. The ultimate goal of C4 systems is to produce a picture of the battlespace 
that is accurate and meets the needs of warfighters. This goal is achieved by fusing, i.e., 
reducing information to the minimum essentials and putting it in a form that people can act 
on. There is no one fusing of information that meets the needs of all warriors. However, with 
concise, accurate, timely, and relevant information, unity of effort is improved and uncertainty 
is reduced, enabling the force as a whole to exploit opporttmities and fight smarter. 

C4 Principles. To ensure the continuous and uninterrupted flow and processing of 
information, joint warfighters must have C4 systems that are interoperable, flexible, responsive, 
mobile, disciplined, survivable, and sustainable. (See figure below.) 

Interoperable. Joint and ServiceC4 systems must possess the interoperabilitynecessaryto 
ensure success in joint and combined operations. Interoperabilityis the condition achieved 
among C4 systems or items of C4 equipment when information or services can be exchanged 
directly and satisfactorily between them and their users. To ensure C4 systems' interoperability, 
all aspects of achieving it must be addressed throughout the life cycle of a system. 

Flexible. Flexibility is required to meet changing situations and diversified operations 
with a minimum of disruption or delay. Flexibility can be obtained by system design 
(standardization), using commercial facilities, mobile or.transportable C4 systems, or pre­
positioned facilities. Although certain standard C4 systems (e.g., the Global Command and 
Control·System, or the Defense Information Systems Network (DISN)) must operate under 
rather strict standards, systems requirements and designs should consider the planners' needs 
to tailor systems to meet strategic, operational, and tactical requirements. Flexible systems 
will allow planners to more readily integrate all levels of joint and Service C4 systems into 
plans. The connectivity that can be achieved and maintained from flexible systems is 
particularly important in providing commanders' contingency needs. FlexibilitY is a necessary 
adjunct to other principles of interoperability, survivability, and compatibility. 
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Responsive. C4 systems must respond instantaneously to the warriors' demands for 
information. To be responsive, systems must be reliable, redundant, and timely. C4 systems 
must be available when needed and must perform as intended. The reliability of C4 systems 
is achieved by designing equipment and systems with low failure rates and error correction 
techniques, standardizing equipment, establishing standardized procedures and supervising 
their execution, countering computer attacks and electromagnetic jamming and deception, 
and establishing effective logistic support programs. 

Mobile. The horizontal and vertical flow and processing of information must be continuous 
to support the rapid deployment and employment of joint military forces. Warriors at all 
levels must have C4 systems that are as mobile as the forces, elements, or organizations they 
support without degraded information quality or flow. More than ever before, modular design 
and micro-electronics can make C4 systems lighter, more compact, and more useful to 
warfighters. 

Disciplined. C4 sy'stems and associated resources available to any JFC are limited and 
must be carefully used to best adv.antage. Discipline begins with the JFC focusing and 
balancing the joint force command and control infrastructure based on predetermined needs. 
for critical information (minimum essential information critical to decision making and mission 
execution). This ensures that limited C4 systems and their associated-forces and resources 
are employed to best advantage. 

The JFC and joint staff must ensure that the flow, processing, and quality of information is 
deliberately controlled. This requires the planned complementary employment of all 
information related forces and systems. The C2S system must overlay the rest of the joint 
force to provide the means through which ttie JFC and subordinate commanders drive the 
joint force toward speci fie mission objectives. The C2S forces that comprise the C2S system 

. should be task-organized and arrayed to collect, transport, process, and protect information 
as well as support C2W operations that deny the enemy the same capability. Control and 
management of C2S forces is therefore crucial to the JFC's ability to implement effective C2 
within the joint force. The control and management of C4 networks and nodal operations is 
central to this effort. 
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The prioritization of information is essential since C4 systems have a finite capacity. 
Prioritization of specific types of information is the responsibility of the JFC, subordinate 
commanders, and staff planners that essentially provides a benchmark from which discipline 
on information flow and processing within C4 networks can be maintained. Prioritization is 
also essential to sizing C4 network and nodal systems requirements (e.g., the level of C4 
assets devoted to intelligence requirements may reduce network responsiveness to other users 
requiring a decision by the JFC during campaign and operation planning). 

Survivable. National policy dictates the survivability of both the national command centers 
and the C4 systems through which decisions are transmitted to the forces in the field. It is not 
practical or economically feasible to make all C4 systems or elements of a system equally 
survivable. The degree of survivability for C4 systems supporting the function of C2 should 
be commensurate with the survival potential of the associated command centers and weapon 
systems. C4 systems survivability can be achieved through application of techniques such as 
dispersal of key facilities, multiplicity of communication modes, hardening (electrical and 
physical), or a combination of these techniques . 

. The JFC ensures that both offensive and defensive C2W actions are employed to protect 
friendly C2. These actions are referred to as C2-protectoperations. Since C4 networks and 
associated nodal systems are crucial to the joint force C2S system, they present a high value 
target to· the enemy and must be protected to maintain the integrity of the joint force C2 
infrastructure: C4 systems defense includes measures to ensure the security of information 
and C4 systems through information protection, intrusion/attack detection and effect isolation, 
and incident reaction to restore information and system security. 

Sustainable. C4 systems mu~t provide continuous support during any type and length of 
joint operation. This requires the economical design and employment of C4 systems without 
saciificing operational capability or survivability. The following are specific examples: 

• Consolidation of functionally similar facilities, which are closely located, under one 
command or Service. 

• Integration of special purpose and dedicated networks into the DISN switched systems, 
provided they can offer equal or better service. 

• Careful planning, design, and procurement of facilities and systems. 
• Efficient management and operating practices and effectivecommunicationsdiscipline. 
• Maximum use of the DISN common-user subsystems. 
• Judicious use of commercial services. 
Other relevant principles. The principles listed above are by no means the complete set 

of C4 systems principles; other principles or terms have been identified. Subject to the 
interpretation and discretion of the user, these are eitherencompassedin those listed above or 
applied when appropriate. These principles include: integration, maintainability, mobility, 
modularity, planning, prioritization procedures, readiness, responsibility,responsiveness, 
simplicity, and supportability. 

Related Terms 
command and control 

JP6-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctririe for Command, Control, Communications, and Comp~ter (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 
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COMMANDER, AMPHIBIOUS TASK FORCE 
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The commander of an amphibious task force may exercise tactical control 
over attached forces for specific operations. 

The commander, amphibious task force (CATF) exercises authority through the commanders 
of the task organizations, who exercise authority through their respective chains of command. 
Within the amphibious objective area (AOA), CATF is given specific authority, as prescribed 
by the commander having overall authority for the operation. The CATF will exercise the 
degree of control prescribed in the initiating directive over forces not a part of the amphibious 
task force (ATF) when such forces are operating within the AOA after the arrival of the 
advance force or the ATF. When such forces are merely passing through the AOA, coritrol 
will be exercised only to the extent of preventing or minimizing mutual interference and in 
accordance with Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF)" regarding support 
by transient forces under emergency conditions. 

Subject to the overall authority of CATF, responsibility for conduct of operations ashore 
and for security of all personnel and installations located within the area of operations ashore 
is vested in the commander, landing force (CLF). CLF's authority includes operational control 
of all forces, including airborne and/or air assault forces, operating ashore within the landing 
area, or as directed by the commander who issued the initiating directive. · 

Related Terms 
amphibious operation; commander, landing forte 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-02 Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations. 
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COMMANDER~ LANDING FORCE 
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The commander, landing force (CLF)"is either an Army or Marine officer who is .in overall 

charge of the landing forces (which may include aviation units) from the issuance of the 
initiating directive until the conditions established in that directive have been met and the 
amphibious operation is terminated. The CLF is a subordinate of the commander, amphibious 
task force (CATF) within the amphibious task force. During the planning phase of the 
operation, however, the CLF and CATF enjoy coequal.status for planning their respective 
portions of the operation. Planning matters on which the CATF and the CLF and commanders 
of other forces are unable to agree are referred to their common superior for decision. 

Related lerms 
amphibious operation; commander, amphibious task force 

· Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-02 Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

COMMANDER'S CONCEPT 

See concept of operations. 

COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE 

The COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE, submitted by the supported commander in response 
to a CJCS WARNING ORDER, provides the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff with 
time-sensitive information for consideration by the National Command Authorities (NCA) 
in meeting a crisis situation. Essentially, it reflects the supported commander's analysis of 
the various courses of action (CO As) that may be used to accomplish the assigned mission 
and contains recommendations as to the best COA. (See figure below.) Although the estimative 
process at the supported commander's level may involve a complete, detailed estimate by the 
supported commander, the estimate submitted to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
will normally be a greatly abbreviated version providing only that information essential to 
the NCA and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in arriving at a decision to meet a crisis. 

Supporting commanders normally will not submit a COMMANDER' SESTIMATE to the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; however, they may be requested to do so by the supported 
commander. They ritay also be requested to provide other information that could assist the 
supported commander in formulating and evaluating the various CO As. 

The COMMANDER'SESTIMATE will be submitted as soon as possibleafterreceiptof 
the CJCS WARNING ORDER but no later than the deadline established by the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the WARNING ORDER. Although submission time is normally 
72 hours, extremely time-sensitive situations may require that the supported commander 
respond in 4 to 8 hours. Follow-on information or revisions to the COMMANDER'S 
ESTIMATE should be submitted as necessary to complete, update, or refine information 
included in the initial estimate. 

The supported commander may submit a COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE at the 
. commander's own discretion, without a CJCS WARNING ORDER, to advise the NCA and 
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1/Vnrnlng Order 
/ 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the commander's evaluation of a potential crisis 
situation within the area of responsibility. This situation may be handled by a SITUATION 
REPORT instead of a COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE. 

The essential requirement of the COMMANDER'S ESTIMATE submitted to the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is to provide the NCA, in a timely manner, with viable military 
CO As to meet a crisis. Normally, these will center on military capabilities in terms of forces 
available, response time, and significant logistic considerations.· In the estimate, one COA 
will be recommended. If the supported commander desires to submit altemativeCOAs, an 
order of priority will be established. All CO As in theW ARNING ORDER will be addressed. 

The estimate of the supported commander will include specific information to the extent 
applicable. The following estimate format is desirable but .not mandatory and may be 
abbreviated where appropriate. 

Mission. State the assigned or deduced mission and purpose. List any intermediate tasks, 
prescribed or deduced, that the supported commander considers necessary to accomplish the 
mission. 

Situation and Courses of Action. This paragraph is the foundation of the estimate and may 
encompass considerable detail. Because the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is concerned 
primarily with the results of the estimate rather than the analysis, for purposes of the estimate 
submitted, include only the minimum information necessary to support the recommendation. 
Considerations Affecting the Possible Courses of Action. Include only a brief summary, if 
applicable, of the major factors pertaining to the characteristics of the area and relative combat 
power that have a significant impact on the alternative CO As. 
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Enemy Capability. Highlight, if applicable, the enemy capabilities and psychological 
vulnerabilities that can seriously affect the accomplishment of the mission, giving information 
that would be useful to the NCA and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in evaluating 
various CO As . 
. Own Courses of Action. List CO As that offer suitable, feasible, and acceptable means of 

accomplishing the mission. If speCific CO As were prescribed in the WARNING ORDER, 
they must be included. For each COA, the following specific information should be addressed: 
combat forces required (e.g., 2 tactical fighter squadrons, 1 airborne brigade. List actual 
units if known.); force provider; destination; required delivery dates; coordinated deployment 
estimate; employment estimate; and strategic lift requirements, if appropriate. 

Analysis of Opposing Courses of Action. Highlight enemy capabilities that may have 
significant impact on US CO As. 

Comparison of Own Courses of Action. For the submission to the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, include only the final statement of conclusions and provide a brief rationale 
for the favor~ COA. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of the alternative CO As if 
significant in assisting the NCA and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in arriving at a 
decision. 

Recommended Course of Action. State the supported commander's recommended COA. 

JP 5-03.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol 1: (Planning Policies 
and Procedures) 

COMMANDER'S INTENT 

The commander's intent describes the desired end state. It is a concise expression of the 
purpose of the operation, not a summary of the concept of operations. It may include how the 
posture of units at that end state facilitates transition to future operations. It may also include 
the commander's assessment of the enemy commander's intent. 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) begin to form their intent as they analyze the mission 
assigned by a superior commander. Together, with the higher headquarters' order, the JFC's 
intent is the initial impetus for the entire planning process. JFCs initially provide their intent 
verbally to the staff With the restated mission and planning guidance. JFCs refine their intent 
as they consider staff estimates and complete the commander's estimate. The intent statement 
may also contain an assessment of where and how the commander will accept risk during the 
operation. 

The JFC's intent helps subordinates pursue the desired end state without further orders, 
even when operations do not unfold as planned. Thus, the commander's intent provides 
focus for all subordinate elements. · The inten.t statement is usually written, but could be 
verbal when time is short. It should be concise and clear. The intent should be able to focus 
subOrdinate commanders on the purpose of the operation and describe how it relates to future 
operations. A JFC's order should.contain the intent statement of the next senior commander 
in the chain of command. 

end state 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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Command is central to all military action, and unity of command is central to unity of 
effort. Inherent in command is the authority that a military commander lawfully exercises 
over subordinates and confers authority to assign missions and to demand accountability for 
their attainment. Although commanders may delegate authority to accomplish missions, 
they may not absolve themselves of the responsibility for the attainment of these missions. 
Authority is never absolute; the extent of authority is specified by the establishing authority, 
directives, and law. (See first figure below.) 

Joint force com.manders.(JFCs) are provided staffs to assist them in the decision making 
and execution process. The staff is an extension of the commander; its sole function is 
command support, and its only authority is that which is delegated to it by the commander. A 
properly trained and directed staff will free the commander to devote more attention to directing 
subordinate commanders and maintaining a picture of the situation as a whole. The staff 
should be composed of the smallest number of qualified personnel who can do the job. 

The command channel is the term used to describe the chain of command from commanders 
to subordinates through which command is exercised. The staff channel is· the term used to · 
describe the channel by which commanders interact with staffs. It also describes the channel 
by which staff officers contact their counterparts at higher, adjacent, and subordinate 
headquarters. These staff-to-staff contacts are for coordination and cooperation only. Higher 
headquarters staff officers exercise· no independent authority over subordinate headquarters 
·staffs, although staff officers normally honor requests for information. 

The authority vested in a commander must be commensurate with the responsibility assigned. 
There are various levels of authority used for US military forces, four are command 
relationships: combatant command (command authority) (COCOM), operational control 
(OPCON), tactical control, and support. The other authorities are coordinating authority: 
administrative control, and direct liaison authorized. 

Unity of command is the interlocking web of responsibility which is a foundation for trust, 
coordination, and the teamwork necessary for unified military action. It requires clear 
delineation of responsibility among commanders up, down, and laterally. An overview of 
command relationships is shown in the second figure below. All Service forces (except as 
noted in title 10, US Code, Section 162) are assigned to combatant commands by the Secretary 
of Defense "Forces for Unified Commands" memorandum. A force assigned or attached to 
·a combatant command may be transferred from that command only as directed by the Secretary 
of Defense and under procedures prescribed by the Secretary of Defense and approved by the 
President. Establishing authorities for subordinate unified commands and joint task forces 
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may direct the assignment or attachment of their forces to those subordinate commands as 
appropriate. 

As shown in the figure below, forces, not command relationships, are transferred between 
commands. When forces are transferred, the command relationship the gaining commander 
will exercise (and the losing commander will relinquish) over those forces must be specified. 

The combatant commander exercises COCOM over forces assigned or reassigned by the 
National Command Authorities (NCA). Subordinate JFCs will exercise OPCON over assigned 
or reassigned forces. Forces are assigned or reassigned when the transfer of forces will be 
permanent or for an unknown period of time, or when the broadest level of command and 
control is required or desired. OPCON of assigned forces is inherent in COCOM and may be 
delegated within the combatant command by the commander in chief of the combatant 
command or between combatant commands by the Secretary of Defense. 

The combatant commander normal I y exercises OPCON over forces attached by the NCA. 
Forces are attached when the transfer of forces will be temporary. Establishing authorities 
for subordinateunifiedcommands and joint task forces will normally direct the delegation of 
OPCON over forces attached to those subordinate commands. 

In accordance with the "Forces for Unified Commands" and the "Unified Command Plan," 
except as otherwise directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense, all forces operating 
within the geographic area assigned to a combatant command shall be assigned or attached to 
and under the command of the commander of that command. Forces directed by the President 
or the Secretary of Defense may conduct operations from or within any geographic area as 
required for accomplishing assigned tasks, as mutually agreed by the commanders concerned 
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or as directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense. Transient forces do not come 
under the chain of command of the area commander solely by their movement across area of 
responsibility/jointoperations area boundaries. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

COMMUNICATIONS 

. . : · -~- · :.·:·. :::~) :·' ,~:::::~:-.:~:~:::~.::y:~-:::~::;:~·::~:~:~~:~~~~~~~}:~·:;~_;~~F:~;~~i?fT~~~}~~~:~~:V 
A method or means of conveying information· of. an}.t:kirid:frort;noijE;ii: ·.· etson::ori~:i 
place to another. ·::·.:y.'<'.':/;.:·',~,·.:; .. u·u.,~.;~:: . 

Command, Control, Communications, and Computer Systems (C4) Management. 
Joint C4 management indicates the exercise of systems and technical control over assigned 
communications systems. C4 management allows the planners to maintain an accurate and 
detailed status of the C4 network down to the modular level. C4 manageme~t combines 
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centralized control with decentralized execution and provides effective and efficient C4 support 
for the joint force commander's (JFC's) informational requirements. 

Management Organizations 
• C4 Division. The C4 Directorate (J -6) assists the commander in carrying out supervisory 

responsibilities for communications, electronics, and automated information systems. 
The J-6 is responsible to the JFC for fulfilling the staff functions on all C4 matters. This 
includes the development of C~ architectures and plans, as well as policy and guidance 
for the integration and installation of operational C4 systems. The J -6 formulates policy 
and guidance for all communication assets supporting the JFC. The J-6 and his or her 
staff assist the JFC in publishing C4 plans, annexes, and operating instructions. They · 
review C4 plans prepared by subordinate component commanders, manage the frequency 
spectrum within the operational area, and coordinate with host-nation authorities. 

• Joint Communications Control Center (JCCC). The J-6 establishes a JCCC to manage 
all communications systems deployed during joint operations and exercises. Components 
and subordinate joint force commanders establish C4 control centers to serve as their 
single point of contact and responsibility for joint C4 m~tters. The JCCC, as an element 
of the J-6, exercises control over all deployed communications systems. The JCCC 
serves as the single control agency for the management and operational direction of the 
joint communications network. As discussed in detail in the CJCSM 6231 series, the 
JCCC performs planning, execution, technical direction,' and management functions. 
The figure below depicts a notional JCCC. 

• Services and Component Management. Components and assigned support organizations 
should designate a single office within their communications staffs to coordinate with 
the joint force staff J-6. Component C4 organizations should formulate and publish 
plans, orders, and internal operating instructions for the use of their component C4 systems. 
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:. ·Joint -c4··.:in :.the·.Gtii·;·,_~,:~;;,;).J]~[>-)'~.,~j,'·;"j~{ii~~;{:*:) i·;: .·.·.:;:··-~~_,.,_ .. ·.,.· ,;,~,)::·::,:. 

· Thll cc)lrilriuniCatlonS •. ~etwork eSt&bllah~ 't~.:;;l;~pi~11b;:~tr6~~ ;~~~R"r ;. 
•.. SHlELb· .a_nd. ·:DESERT .sTORM .was·':.the.largesfl·i.~.~,:ij:~st()_cy._• :,;~r·~lexl~le ·arid}< . 
• ::: respoilsiv~·':commahd, :.control, ·and ~oinmunlcilti~~·~·i:$y.te~,:n:,wa;~·-·lnst~U~d ,in·:::: .• · 
::.~;record :time .. ___ and·lt maintained a· phenom~mal9~(p~rc~ht reacji[l~ss::-rate~· :Jtile': •· 
: • final.archit~cture provided connectiviW . with .tti• :t\)q/~VtJS, sustai~lng :•i:»~:~ses~'>> 
.•. CEN"t.COM~~qther Coalition forces, ~~d .subord·in~te;~O[IP~~~rit·~l!m!~~~(:.Thh~·;V : 
: .was not an easy task.. ·. ···::·:::·:<.:~.:::? ,:\<.t:;.'··>·i·j~<:·.~: :':·~:<:::~;::~;:··: .· "":·· 

·.· ln.llcidltlon to 8qulpment differences among v~~~~.~~f~~~~;~~be~):i~~Atr· 
.··were _differences among us forces. Ultlm~t~~y, !seY:!ral>9!ne.rl.t~i~n~::~f::· 
equipment and many different command and:~~ff.':!,!m~~···~-~~,:.rTiel.dect>At}:: 

. the. height of the operation, this hybrid system ~uppoi1~C:I::r.n.qr~-~~~~/7g~~Q09:>t 
t~lephone calls and 152,000 messages a day. A.~~!~~P;~al_ly~>~()~~;~I1~~::~~;·9QO/; 

. · ··frequenc.ies were man_aged and monitored dally.tt) !.q.9tQ:~(Jic:fc?9TJlj9~.ic.t•i90. :<· .. :7~::~:: :::::;::~:o::::e:::~~~~:~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~;i: 
· ·deployed .the first contingent of communlcations:requlp~~~fand~.P.~rs()ij:r.el~tb.}tt" 

provide crucial links between the in-theater forces:and··C::'N~GENf:>a~~fJi~t::DII't(.: 
AFB. Included in the initial communlcations·::~~~-g~·::w~~;.:>a}~~P:!t·:~)S;J~;.ti'. 
frequency (SHF) multichannel satellite terminal,•· s8ver~I)Jiti'~ ·;~lgtl'-:~qu~nc:y{fi'' 
(UHF) single-channel tactical satellite (TACs~n:: .. t.er,mJn&.l~~ ·~r.~,:~~~o.ci~~~~.:.:t: 
terminal equipment. to provide secure voice. fac~lfuil~·ahd Q~f~ll~~($~t~~~~ ~·:: • 
Network (DSN), Automatic Digital Network (AUTQDI~)~~:arui:yJqrldWJ~e.:M_flitary•::>.n 
Command and Control System connectivity to the·inl.lal. d~pl9yeci'iieadqiJ~·~e.rs'\.• 
elements. The Joint Communications Support _Eit!roeot;:(J.~.~E:) wa~::,n)()ngC!;:> 
the first of these deployments (The· JCSE Is 'resp·()nsible;,lo<tt:t•Yc:~es.~~or·:t 
providing tactical communications to JTF headquaf.t~r.s·:-a~d.SO(J.Ql\11~)/)\~~tlle::~/ 
same time. communications equipment from the XVIII Airborne C:orps~,:J:'Mf:F,:.'• 
and the 9th Air Force began arriving and links were.establi!5hed qyi~k.iv~'/,,'i·, 

The rapidly deployable JCSE provided the Prima~~~~mJii~~:~~~~ ~t}t~~~ '' 
to CENTCOM and SOCCENT during the Initial deploym~nt. :<JC$i;/re$,ourcesg•:· 
Included UHF and SHF SATCOM radios, line-of-slghfradlos~·High.:FreqiJen~y{· 
(HF) radios. and circuit and message switches. :-;,tt..ro49hou~'O'p~r:atlo.ri$:.,:·:, 
DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM, JCS.E commuri~~S.t.lons:~pr()vlct~(l);'. 
continuous transmission and switching support for .¢1:NTt;C)~i-hea(lq.ij8.f1Et ... ;·h:,: 
linking the command with Its components and ·~~-8.~.~~A-~•::::tlle.:··1Jij,I\;J¢~Ej~;; 
resources were deployed In mid-January in · re~p~nsti(:t«;) a·:req~irefu~t:ltli~C) > : 
support the CENTCOM Alternate command post~ ·ancl ~() ptoyJ.d~.:~r()~~#j~p~il~~:(:: 
Force/Defense Satellite Communications System.(G~FIDS~S.)s .. ~f!l.l~t•:$~pp~rt):: 

to UK forces. . . ·. • r:r!l.'i;;\·t~);,';tji·!1i];j:fi;.~\~l~i~l~~,i:~i.1i; 
The Saudi national telephone service augmea1t8.~:::~-.~~·ri:Y{'~~--Pl9,y~r'l~r:::r~ 
communications packages. There were verf'.lhriit~~:Jn . .:p~·qe;Ji)~f·ns~Si&:· 
Communications System (DCS) facilities anyWhe.r8 _ln.ls~uthw~~-A~i.i.)<$V(~)h:;·; 
and, although the Saudi telecommunications systen(l~.~~~erJ1;,~~~'f,£tl.~al).l~;:;tf:,;:\ 
has neither the capacity nor the geographlcal·dlspe..Sior-::tq}sl,rpp~;t;.a\)~r,g~:;h 
military force. Available International telephone:ac~~··also_'_was orily:~ .. smait~:,; 
part of the total requirement. .. . : ··. :: ... , ':_ :. c_: :_::::.:·\ _: .:>">·~;>5~:::i;-;;,~:·r,:';'tl?)~,/{;JI:: .. ;·+:: 
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.•. · .···.;·-:::.'~:· ': <-:·. . ·,~ ... , ..... ·' .·.•·;~-: .. ·' . ;.:::::::~ ·/:• 

<'.p~rall~hto· the ·r&Pi.d b~ildup of c~fubSt forcesjn SWA:·~~S···~~.:~~.,I~y~~~t:.()~.:y 
> ..... or~~ni~·:tactlcal communlcations .. systems·from .. •Af;111y;;U$.M¢:~nd:.q$,,"f.•:uni~;·f·· 
::<:·'to':tle::coltlpoi'ients ariel-subordinate ·commandsl~to•aJo.nt;voi~e 'and•.nj~~sage\ ·:. 
:. >.:switching• network •. Because of t"f! ·high· demand •fQr·lirr.ilt~d:~-lrtin.•·re~o·i;ire;es; ::.:_: 
•· :·:: lnltJ~hfQrces arrived ·.with· minimum ·essentiat,i~Qijlmuoicatlon:$::.:caplillil.itie$N! . .-

. <, u~u~ily: single channel UHF SATCOM ancL sp_9tadi9..•~-~~~~~~'.·t~f:i~.~\joc.~l. 
·• ·•:con.unerclal •telephone ·system using secure: teleph,()iie,'linHs"i',(~l'lJ71,11);"1. :This • ;·· 
:· ••~vet:.o' ·· ~ommunicatlons support ·would .have·:'bet!ri, •• ,i'i.$llffa~it:toli:j()~ ·i?9n~uC.t(:::.: 
: . : operatiC,"ru~ . had hostilities begun immediately.·:: ·f~,:. n.8.tW~~~ : co~t"l~lJ~d /tc{; : . 
. · : el(pand, h()wever, as air and surface transport~_llrq~·g~t-:nq~f!;~-~rnTufii.C.il.ti()f'~ ·;o. 
· . equipment ·Into the theater. The arrival of heavy tf,oposp~eri~::sc~..:•r~~nd·:it~• ·:: 

·of"!slght ·radio equipment (which provided ··<th.~ ::b_uJtf:C?,.t:~t~t1,e,~:iJ~tr!;~hti~~-•r.;;· 
connectivitY) improved multiple path touting,: adcj_big·'rol:),~~ffi!~,·;~q·:~~·~:'J()~_~(:< 
network~ · . . .. . . : ·. ·: ::;:.· :>:;·:~,;';.: .:·-:;• :i>~·!?;:i}:_;{]i~!~i-~i\i.:.·,:iii;if:•j::;':ti:(:~~UH~:<. 
By November, there was more strategic connectlvi~(~i~U.i~~i~(t.I"Ph~J1'trulik&:<­
and radio links) In the AOR than In Europe. :·:·Bfiti~/ti'ipe;~~gpfjl:il~:19rl.:t;·~!?§E~Td : 
STORM began, networks that included satellite and teiTestrial.-comrJI~njc~tlon$:-: · 
links provided 324 DSN voice trunks into US and.':EiJrope~o::~:.b$N,'i~,;/-~~ch.~$~\\ 
along with 3 AUTODIN circuits to CONUS and European: 1\UTODJ~ ·;slfilt~h't,s/( 
supporting 286 communications centers. The:~ ~f!tttr~e- .. p#.t!~,~~~~~).~(~.Q~)i~~if~ 
was extended to the tactical level, providing hlgh~.s~cl-pa~kt:tt. &\Vlt~~~~,·:~a•_aj>';": 
communications. At its peak, the joint communicationsA1etwo~k:'incl(ldt!d:4,;1'a:;,,i.~ 
GMF satellite terminals, 12 commercial satelilte•terml.nalsl:t.6.1<~Ri~T:Ac]:~olce,:Y•· 

=~~~!~~=~~T~~h:i=~e d:~!~~~:~ :::r!~fi~J)ifi~iitl!l 
. . . . _,. · :·>> :··;it-:?:i:f·!':f··~~t'0~~~~;l~::e.;~;·:,r;. 

Army Communications Organizations. The Army communications organizational · 
structure extends from the Service headquarters level down to the Army division and separate 
combat brigade. At the Department of the Army (DA), the Director of Information Systems 
for Command, Control, and Communications is responsible for the overall planning, 
programming, and budgeting of Army communications/information systems that support 
both strategic and tactical requirements worldwide. The responsibility includes those Defense 
Communications System (DCS) facilities that are assigned to the Army for engineering, 
installation, operation, and maintenance. 

The Army communications organizations are designed around Army strategic missions as 
assigned by the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan and the DA, and the tactical communications 
required to support deployed Army forces from the Army level down to the smallest unit. 
Strategic communications are designed to. support the Army mission of operating and 
maintaining assigned portions of the Defense lnfo~ation Systems Network worldwide. 
Additionally, in Europe, the Pacific, and the continental US, the mission is to provide Army 
forces and other Services with conductivity into tJ:te DCS through Army communications 
systems and voice and message switches. Tactical communications in support of all Army 
forces are provided by tactical mobile communications units from separate signal bridges 
that provide communications in support of Army and other non-Army corps units. Support 
to corps, divisions, arid below is provided by organic signal brigades and battalions designed 
to meet the operational requirements of their units. 
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United States Army Information Systems Command (USAISC) has the principal 
responsibility of engineering, installing. operating, and maintaining all Army DCS facilities 
and the communications for theater army at Echelons Above Corps (EAC). Subordinate to 
USAISC are the Army signal commands and brigades that implement DCS and EAC 
communications missions for their respective areas of operations. USAISC is also responsible 
for supporting post communications facilities that include local switching and distribution 
systems. (See figure below.) 

From a tactical standpoint, communications units below Army level are organic to the 
supported command (corps, division, or separate brigade). At most Army corps, a signal 
brigade composed of several signal battalions supports the corps headquarters and provides 
communications between the corps and its subordinate commands. Each division and separate 
combat brigade contains an organic signal battalion or company to provide its communications 
systems. These units are normally organized to support a Division Main, Tactical Command 
Post, Division Artillery, or Division Support Command. They use Mobile Subscriber 
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Equipment to provide communications access nodes that connect the combat brigades across 
the division. For a separate combat brigade, a signal company or reinforced communications 
platoon normally will provide the same type ofcommunicationssupport. Responsibility for 
communications support is from higher echelons to lower organizations. 

Other units having large-scale communications systems to support unique operations in a 
corps or division are the military intelligence brigades (corps level) or Combat Electronic­

. Warfare Intelligence battalions (division level) and the Air Defense Artillery (brigade and 
battalion level) that have dedicated communications systems to support their assigned units 
when dispersed across the battlefield. . 

Navy Communications Organizations. The Chief of Naval Operations (CNO), as the 
Navy's Chief of the Service, is responsible for recruiting, organizing, training, equipping, 
and providing naval forces for assignment to combatant commands, and for administering 
and supporting these forces. Providing communications support to the forces is the 
responsibility of several organizations subordinate to the CNO. The first figure below shows 
the structure of naval communications within the Department of the Navy. 

The Directorate of Space and Electronic Warfare (N-6) is the principal Navy staff responsible 
to the CNO for command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence (C41). The 
N-6 is charged with oversight and development of the technological systems and organizational 
support systems that focus on the command and control of forces by naval commanders. 
Primary responsibilities include the Naval C41 strategy and developing systems that support 
C41 For The Warrior and doctrine governing related space, information warfare, and C41 
systems. 

Subordinate to the N-6 is the Naval Computer and Telecommunications Command (NCTC). 
The NCTC is charged with the administrative and technical oversight of the Navy's shore­
based naval telecommunications facilities- Naval Computer and Telecommunications Area 
Master Stations (NCTAMS), Naval Computer and Telecommunications Stations, and other 
computer and telecommunications shore sites. The NCTC has administrative control of all 
shore-based telecommunications facilities worldwide, oversees the operations of the naval 
portion of the DCS, and maintains administrative and logistical oversight of the Naval 
Telecommunications Integration Center and the Naval Electronic Spectrum Center. 

A NCTAMS is the transmission and switching hub for routing all fleet-originated traffic 
into the DCS and for distributing DCS and internal Navy traffic to fleet units. At the tactical 
unit level, a ship's communications officer is responsible for all telecommunications activities. 
At a naval base, Naval Computer and Telecommunications Centers or Detachments furnish 
base telecommunication and computer services and provide entry into the DCS. The NCTAMS 
is administratively subordinate to the Commander, NCTC. 

Air Force Communications Organizations. Air Force Communications Organizations 
are shown in the second figure below. The Office of the Chief of Staff of the Air Force is 
organized with a Deputy Chief of Staff for C4 referred to as SC. The SC is responsible to the 
Chief of Staff of the Air Force for ~chitecture and technical policy, joint interoperability 
matters, future concepts, monitoring programs, and budgets for the Air Force C4 infrastructure. 

The Air Force Pentagon Communications Agency (AFPCA) is responsible for supporting 
Air Force communications in the Pentagon and the Washington, D.C. area. They were 
reorganized in March, 1995 under the single agency manager for Pentagon Technical Services, 
but will continue to function as AFPCA. The Air Force Frequency Management Agency is 
responsible for all matters involving frequency management. . 

The Air Force C4 Agency is responsible for carrying out policy directed by the Air Force 
Deputy Chief of Staff for C4. As the technical arm of Headquarters US Air Force/SC, it 
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ensures C4 integration across the Air Force. 
The 3 Combat Communications G~up (CCG) at Tinker AFB, OK, and the 5 CCG at 

Warner Robins AFB, GA, are subordinate to the Air Combat Command at Langley AFB, 
VA. The 1 Combat Communications Squadron (CCS) and 644 CCS are subordinate to US 
Air Forces Europe and Pacific Air Forces, respectively. Additionally, Air National Guard 
and Air Reserve Forces Combat Communications Squadrons are also employed when required. 
CCG/CCS missions will be to deploy equipment and personnel to augment initial 
communications capabilities already in theater. Their assets provide a more robust mixture 
of Tri-Service Tactical Communications (TRI-TAC) and commercial communications 
equipment than is often found in a theater of operations. Capabilities provide long haul 
communications capabilities to include ground mobile forces (GMF) satellite, tropospheric 
and line of sight (LOS) microwave, digital and analog switching, record communications, 
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and technical control capabilities. Under the Theater Deployable Communications program, 
olderTRI-TAC equipment will be replaced with advanced digital equipment which includes 

. multi-band capable satellite terminals capable of backward compatibility with GMF terminals 
while also being capable of using commercial satellite bands. In addition to the more robust 
communications capabilities, the CCGs and CCSs provide deployed Air Traffic Control 
capabilities to support bare base operations. 

Marine Corps Communications Organizations. The Commandant of the Marine Corps 
(CMC) has the primary responsibility for recruiting, organizing, training, equipping, and 
providing Marine forces for assignment to combatant commands. The Service administers 
and supports those forces, including C4, through a senior staff and subordinate commands. 

As shown in the first figure below, the CMC's principal ~ilitary staff assistant for 
communications and intelligence functions is the Assistant Chief of Staff for C4I. The C4I 
Department located at Headquarters, Marine Corps is responsible for all matters regarding 
these functional areas, to include planning, programming, budgeting, directing, and operations. 

In addition to the headquarters staff, two large Marine Corps support commands have 
communications responsibilities: the Marine Corps Systems Cornman~ and the Marine Corps 
Combat Development Center located at Quantico, VA. They are responsible for developing 
C4I-related doctrine, training and education, equipment acquisition strategies, technical 
development, and hardware and software program oversight. 

All US Marine Corps operational forces are organized for combat as Marine air-ground 
task forces (MAGTFs). Regardless of size, each MAGTF consists of a command element, a 
ground combat element, an aviation combat element, and a combat service support element. 
All have communicationsrequirementsand support organizations. The second figure below 
illustrates the structure of a notional US Marine Corps operational backbone communications . 
structure. 

Organic telecommunications and intelligence support to the Marine· expeditionary force 
CMEF) headquarters is provided by a Surveillance, Reconnaissance, and Intelligence Group 
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(SRIG). Within SRIO.s are a communications battalion, a r~dio battalion, and other tactical 
surveillance and intelligence organizations. 

The communications battalion, the major communications unit within a MEF, is charged 
with providing common-user, general service message, and other telecommunications support 
as required to the MEF headquarters. This in-cludes, but is· not limited to, multi-channel 
satellite, single channel sate~lite, multi-channel terrestrial, and single channel terrestrial 
transmissions systems, along with circuit, packet, and message switching services. The 
communications battalion also provides necessary equipment to interface with the DCS, the 
Naval.Telecommunications System,joint task force (JTF) systems, and multinational military 
systems as required. The communications battalion may be augmented as direc.ted for joint 
operations by JTF-provided communications equipment and systems. A communications 
battalion is located with each MEF---the 7th with III MEF on Okinawa, Japan; the 8th with 

·II MEF at Camp Lejeune, NC; and the 9th with I MEF at Camp Pendleton, CA. 
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MAGTF Special Compartmented Intelligence (SCI) communications terminal support is 
provided by dedicated Special Security. Communications Teams from the SRIG's radio 
battalion. The communications battalion, however, provides most of the trunking and switching 
support for SCI circuits within the MEF. 

Each Marine aircraft wing has an organic communications squadron, each Marine division 
an organic communications company, and each service support group a communications 
company. These communications units provide internal communication to their respective 
organizations; the MEF's communication battalion provides common-user external 
communications. 

The traditional staff functions of communications-electronicsand computer systems have 
been combined in all Marine tactical organizations from the MEF headquarters to the battalion/ 
squadron level into one principal staff officer titled either the G-6 or S-6, depending on the 
size of the unit. For example, a MEF has a G-6, while an infantry battalion has an S-6. 

Coast Guard CommunicationsOrganizations. Although the Coast Guard is attached to 
the Department of Transportation, it has participated, as an arm of the US Navy, in every 
national conflict. It routinely participates in various Department of Defense (DOD) activities 
and in Navy fleet and joint exercises. The Coast Guard is headquartered in Washington, 
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D.C., and has an Atlantic and Pacific area headquarters, ten district headquarters, ten air 
stations, and twelve communications and long-range electronic aid to navigation (LORAN) 
stations that provide C4 support worldwide. The Coast Guard Office of Command, Control, 
and Communications manages communications organizations that routinely interact with 
the Services, as do subordinate units engaged directly in operations involving the joint 
community. The Coast Guard is directly connected with all major DOD common-user systems 
such as Defense Data Network, Defense Switched Network, and Defense Commercial 
Telecommunications Network. Additionally, it plays a very active role in the counterdrug 
community and has C4 access to systems supporting that effort. 

In addition to major systems connectivity, the Coast Guard has mobile/transportable systems 
such as ultra high frequency (UHF) tactical satellite (TACSAT) and LOS radio systems that 
provide secure and nonsecureconnectivity at the operator level. This is importantto the day­
to-day operations where it and the military community routinely interact. Examples include 
search and rescue, aids to navigation, and maritime law enforcement. Major missions under 
the latter category include customs and immigration issues such as those recently experienced 
with Haitian refugees, and daily operations in the areas of smuggling and narcotics enforcement. 

Organizationally,sev~ral communicationsresponsibilitiesexist in the mission area of aids 
to navigation that are especially important to the Navy and Air Force. These include the 
long-range electronic aid to navigation known as LORAN-C. Differential Global Positioning 
System, and OMEGA. In a related mission, the Coast Guard has an important role in Global 
Positioning System (GPS) management. Specifically, it operates the GPS Information Center 
that providesci vil users of that system with system status and other GPS satellite information. 
In that regard, it works directly with the US Space Command in the development of the DOD 
Operational Capability Reporting Management System regarding the interface of the military 
with the nonmilitary-GPS community. 

Special Operations Forces Communications Organizations. Special operations forces 
(SO F) have unique missions that include direct action, strategic reconnaissance, unconventional 
warfare, foreign internal defense, counterterrorism, psychological operations, and civil affairs. 
The execution of these missions often requires communications and intelligence systems 
support that is distinctly different from that required by conventional forces. · 

Located at MacDill AFB in Tampa, FL, US Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) 
is the combatant command with oversight of the special operations community. In normal 
circumstances, the orientation of USSOCOM is support, not operational control. It does so 
with the help of its four component commands, which similarly have intelligence and 
communications staffs, but also have units and capabilities that can be tasked to support 
communications missions. 

SOF units require lightweight, highly mobile, and efficient communications that have a 
low probability of detection and interception. SOF units have organic communications 
capability to connect tactical headquarters to small deployed elements operating in the field. 
Communications normally consist of UHF satellite and high frequency (HF) or UHF/very 
high frequency LOS communications equipment. USSOCOM acquired communications 
systems under a program called "Crashout," that provide an initial deployable communications 
Joint Special Operations Task Force package. These packages include commercial and military 
transmission, cryptographic, terminal equipment, power generation assets, UHF TACSAT, 
international maritime commercial satellite, HF radios, secure telephone unit ill, and computer 
terminals. 
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Related Terms · 
command, control, communications, and computer systems; telecommunications 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-;02 Joint Doctrine for Employment of OperationalffacticalCommand, Control, 

Communications, and Computer Systems 

COMMUNICATIO~S ZONE 

l:·:I·~;k;·:~~ri·.:()t::;h~:ater'ri1':6J~rations·(ti·~h~:~~·-.b~t:·~wif~U'~~~;~:~~b~{,~~~~~:i~~~)::!l,· 
~:.\w~ic::h..:<:pntains the lines of communications, e~t~pl!~f)i'nElm~X!?rt~IJPP1Yi:~~9; .: 

\_ll:~~f!~~~~ ~~~h~~~~~ ~:~~~~es. r~9~ired .• fo~~~~f;':E~~,!~tl~ii~i,~~~~ 
Geographic combatant commanders may also establish combat zones and communications 

zones (COMMZs), as shown in the figure below. The COMMZ contains those theater 
organizations, lines of communications (LOCs), and other agencies required to support and 
sustain combat forces. The COMMZ usually includes the rear portions of the theaters of 
operations and theater of war and reaches back to the continental US base or perhaps to a 

COMBAT AND COMMUNICATIONS ZONES 
$1;.4·~ tf.j<~L/ .~t, ~. ; J r .' ~ ~ :""f ·[,~ :: ~, 1~-:~·~;~:fs!~.~:r:· -- .... ~~~·~ ~: /~-~ ~ . ~~~I 1~ ,}, d: (-»cl'; t ' 

· ..... · . 
. . •:"'' 

-:,--· 
:·;:-:" 

.. :• ::··'::' ;:·:::.:·: . ···' . 

'. 

:~::.:·(:': .. 

~~~"r~~~~~~~~~f~~;~il!i~\ 
This example depicts a CINC's AOR in which a theater of op~ration~:·has .. beeirc:t~~i~ha~&d .. ;:;.:::;.:; 
The combat zone includes that area required for the conduct of combat open:ltion~~ \Th~: :• .::: .. : 
COMMZ in this example is contiguous to the combat zone. · ·; · :,. ,;·; • :.:: ::,. ··: '' ',. · 
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supporting combatant commander's area of responsibility. The COMMZ includes airports 
and seaports that support the flow of forces and logistics into the operational area. It is 
usually contiguous to the combat zone but may be separate- connected only by thin LOCs 
-in very fluid, dynamic situations. · 

combat zone 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMPATIBILITY 

.... · ~:fu~~~in~~ ~~~a~~~;!~~ ~r ~"~:~~:~fii;~~~~l~~f~i~~f~\~Ji. 
Compatibility is the capability of two or more items or components of eqUipment or material 

to exist or function in the same system or environment without mutual interference. 
Electromagneticcompatibility, including frequency supportability, must be considered at the 
earliest conceptual stages and throughout the planning, design, development, testing and 
evaluation, and operational life of all systems. 

Related Terms 
interchangeabi I i ty 

Source Joint Publications 
JP6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

COMPLIANCE WITH JOINT DOCTRINE 

Operation plans will comply with joint doctrine as stated in approved and test publications 
contained in the Joint Publication System. Incorporation of appropriate joint doctrine when 
preparing operation plans facilitates crisis action planning and the execution of operations. 

Related Terms 
acceptability;adequacy; feasibility 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

COMPONENT COMMANDS 

General. The role of component commanders in a joint force merits special attention. 
Component commanders are first expected to orchestrate the activity of their own forces, 
branches, and warfare communities- itself a demanding task. In addition, effective 
component commanders understand how ·their own pieces fit into the overall design and best 
support the joint force commander's plans and goals. Component commanders also should 
understand how they can support .and be supported by their fellow component commanders. 
Leaders who possess this extra dimension of professionalism have the potential to become 
great component commanders. At the tactical level, a combat example of this attitude follows: 
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~:~r_.liie ~•~AL (,-f HoNoR· 1s AwARoeo Toiael#~~l~i:-Tf!QMA~:·_~~ ~~~4~~: l 
''· .....•..• ,,,_ : .• ,·~··.·;.'•.;· .·· .·· ..... · ... •. UNITED STAT~S NA~·.;·-·· .. \-; ._:····.·.··.·.······~ .. ,><· ... 

·•····· Vlhlie~~i;i~g:~i.¢<!;,~;.~~r Rl~i~u~··.Q~isl~~!.i~~t~~;~h~~;~~Z~~i~t:··• 
·, 15-_Ju~e.-196~ during combat operatlons.~gah:ust-er:-emY;.aggres~or .~rces.'i~: 

. . the Republl~ of·VIetnam, Lieutenant·Kelley was·ln charge·'of a-column 'of eight':. 
: .. ;'rlvt:!r:.as&al.dfcraft which • were extracting_ one ~c).mpa'Oy :ofU61b!d. State!l :Afrily }_ 
'' lr:lfanJcy troops ~n the east bank of the Ong M"uong ·ca~~i i~.l~ieri Hoa Provine·~, . ' 

when one of the armored troop carriers reported ·a -m~chanl~~~ fail~~e :of: a:··· 
..• loadln9-.ramp •. At approximately the same tlm·e~. Vlet:cori~fforces ~opene(lifire•\ 

: : from the opposite bank of the canat :After lssuingfe)rc:l~-~ :'or:::-.lt.l~t·c~ppJ~~:2:V 
·• troop c.arrler to raise its ramp manually, and for the rein~ini~·g:tio~f.s;i<);J~riij}a·;:::_ 

protective· cordon around the disabled 'craft,. Lieut.e:~~ri!.K.~IIey;,:;t.~aif#,~g)~'~J{.: 
. extreme danger to his column and Its Inability to ~le~~ t~e':~n1bush site. ·u"'~ll.-• 
. :: .. ·the crippled . unit was repaired, boldly· maneu\'~~:t~~:':,m~~it9r:::~n··:·~,~~i'h~~-:._· 

• was· embarked .to the ,exposed side of 'the protectr,lt;t:c.o~~(;t•::l?::~.lreft~'l'~';)tjl~h.:W:.: . 
. . -the enemy's fire, and ordered the monitor to ~on.men~':firl.ng>.'>$udd~riiy~:~i&fi·r··:;: 

enemy rocket scored a direct hit on'· the coxswain.'sTila(:th.#~s-~ell~;~tt~i'r~tin~V:· 
the thick· armor plate, and the explosion spraying •shraplie!::anla~l'cli.~~~o~-..:o:_: 
Sustaining serious head wounds from the blast,:Y/I)t,¢:bJj~rl~~l;h~nf~Ci~~~-~a_e:~.~;·,i:,. 
of the monitor, Lieutenant Kelley disregarded his seV'ef8·i~jur.les· arid:a~efl!.pit).(.t:{:';': 
to continue directing the other boats. Although una.~I~J9.:ri,:loy~,f~o·rrf~~Et·,~~~~1~,9~ 
or to speak clearly Into the radio, he succeedetfJn.~l:e,aying\~is:;cc,oimari(l~;;_:·: 
through one of his men untn the enemy attack was :sil~n~ct:anc:t::th.~a,9•••-:N 
were able to move to an area of safety. · . :. ·::/.)_:::1:-,t~£~;-~): )~,;_:U!~,:~;,.,[{t'~[ffw'1:i~-~;~~-~-j~.~~~]\tii;];,!: 
Service Components. All joint forces include Service components. Administrativeand 

logistic support for joint forces are provided through Service components. The joint force 
commander (JFC) also may conduct operations through the Service component commanders, 
or at lower echelons. Service force commanders. Service forces may be assigned or attached 
to subordinate joint forces without the formal creation of a Service component of that joint 
force. This relationship is appropriate when stability, continuity, economy, ease of long­
range planning. and scope of operations dictate organizational integrity of Service components. 
These conditions apply when most of the required functions in a particular dimension are 
unique to a single-Service force, or when Service force capabilities or responsibilitiesdo not 
significantly overlap. 

Conducting operations through Service components has certain advantages, which include 
clear and uncomplicated command lines; Logistics remain a Service responsibility, with the 
exception of arrangementS described in Service support agreements or as otherwise directed 
by the combatant commander. 

Responsibilities of the Service component commander inClude the following: 
• Making recommendations to the JFC on the proper employment of the forces of the 

Service component. 
• Accomplishing such operational missions as may be assigned. 
• Selecting and nominating specific units of the parent Service component for assignment 

to subordinate forces. Unless otherwise directed, these units revert to the control of the 
Service component commander when such subordinate forces are dissolved. 

• Other responsibilities as discussed in Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces 
(UNAAF)." 
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Regardless of the organizational and command arrangements within joint commands, 
Service component commanders retain responsibility for certain Service-specific functions 
and other matters affecting their forces, including internal administration, training, logistics, 
and Servic.e intelligence operations. 

The relationship between commanders of Service forces is determined by the JFC. In 
addition to logistic support arrangements, one component may support another with forces or 
operations in a variety of command relationships as previously described. 

Functional Components. JFCs may establish functional components to provide centralized. 
direction and control of certain functions and types of operations when it is feasible and 
necessary to fix responsibility for certain normal, continuing functions, or when it is appropriate 
and desirable to establish the authority and responsibility of a subordinate commander. These 
conditions apply when the scope of operations requires that the similar capabilities and 
functions of forces from more than one Service be directed toward closely related objectives . 
and unity of command and effort are primary considerations. For example, when the scope 
of operations is large, and JFCs need to divide their attention between major operations or 
phases of op~ra~ions that are functionally dominated- and synchronize those operations­
it may be useful to establish functionally oriented commanders responsible for the major 
operations. JFCs may ·co.nduct operations through functional components or employ them 
primarily to coordinate selected functions. (NOTE: Functional component commands are 
component commands of a joint force and do not constitute a "joint force" with the authorities 
and responsibilities of a joint force as described in this document even when c<;>mposed of 
forces from two or more Services.) 
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Functional componency can be appropriate when forces from two or more Services operate 
in the same dimension or medium. A joint force land component commander (JFLCC) is one 
example: Functional component staffs should be joint with Service representation in 
approximate proportion to the mix of subordinate forces. Functional component staffs require 
advanced planning for efficient operations. Joint staff billets for needed expertise and 
individuals to fill those billets should be identified. Such individuals should be used when 
joint staffs are formed for exercises and actual operations. Liaison elements from and to 
other components facilitate coordination. 

The nature of operations, mix of Service forces, and command and control capabilities are 
normally primary factors in selecting the functional component commander. Functional 
component commanders- such as the joint force air component commander (JFACC), the 
JFLCC, the joint force maritime component commander, and the joint force special operations 
component commander (JFSOCC)- have the responsibilities of both superior and subordinate 
commanders as described in Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF)." 

The JFC must designate the. military capabiiity that will be made available for tasking by 
the functional component commander and the appropriate command relationship(s) the 
functional component commander will exercise over that military capability (e.g., a JFSOCC 
normally has operational control of assigned forces and a JFACC is normally delegated tactical 
control of the sorties or othermilitarycapabilitymade available). JFCs may also establish a 
supporting and/or supported relationship between components to facilitate operations. 
Regardless, the establishing· JFC defines the authority and responsibilities of functional 
component commanders based on the concept of operations and may alter their authority and 
responsibilities during the course of an operation. 

Combination. Most often, joint forces are organized with a combination of Service and 
functional components with operational responsibilities. Joint forces organized with Army, 
Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force components will still have special operations forces 
organized as a functional component. JFCs will normally designate a JFACC, whose authority 
and responsibilities are defined by the establishing JFC based on the JFC's concept of 
operations. The figure above depicts possible components in a joint force. It is presented as 
an example only. 

Related Terms 
functional component command, Service component command 

Source Joint Publications 
JPl 
JP 3-0 

Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

COMPOSITE WARFARE.COMMANDER 

.H~weyerthe composite warfare commande . 
command to delegate tactical command to 

... The composite warfare commander wages 

.. · to: ~he .force and to maintain tactical sea 
. offiear In tactical command retains close 
. 'sea control operations~·. 

The composite warfare commander ( CWC) concept allows the officer in tactical command 
(OTC) to aggressively wage combat operations against air, surface, and subsurface threats 

194 The Joint Doc~ne Encyclopedia 



COMPOSITE WARFARE COMMANDER 

while carrying out the primary mission of his force. (See figure below.) The CWC concept 
is capable of flexible implementation and application to any naval task force or task group 
operating at sea. In particular, the concept is applicable to the battle force that consists of two 
or more carrier battle groups and associated supporting units. 

Control by negation may be exercised by a subordinate commander while operating under 
the CWC concept. Control by negation is a command and control (C2) philosophy in which 
the subordinate commander has freedom of action to direct and execute those operations 
necessary to accomplish assigned and implied missions, unless specific actions and operations 
are overridden by a superior commander. 

The OTC usually fulfills responsibilities as the CWC. The OTC-CWC exercises overall . 
responsibility for C2 of the force and is responsible for the accomplishment of the mission 
and allocation of warfighting assets. Subordinated to the OTC-CWC are four principal warfare 
commanders:. antiair warfare commander (AAWC); strike warfare commander (SWC); 
anti surface warfare commander (ASUWC); and antisubmarine warfare commander (ASWC). 

The warfare commanders are responsible for collecting, evaluating, and disseminating 
tactical information and, at the discretion of the OTC-CWC, are delegated tactical authority 
to use assigned forces to respond to threats. Supporting the OTC-CWC and the warfare 
commanders are the submarine element coordinator, which is a cell of the ASWC staff that, 
when assigned, is responsible for coordinating the actions of direct support submarines; and 
the air element coordinator, who is responsible for managing and coordinating the distribution 
of carrier aircraft and keeping the OTC-CWC and other warfare commanders and coordinators 
apprised of carrier air operations. 

The supporting coordinators diffe·r from the warfare commanders in one very important 
respect: when authorized by the OTC-CWC, the warfare commanders have tactical control 
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of assigned resources and may autonomously initiate action. The supporting coordinators 
execute policy but do not initiate autonomous actions. 

In addition to the coordinators discussed above, a spetifically identified cell of the OTC­
CWC's staff is the electronic warfare coordinator. This cell plans, and when authorized, 
implements and executes electronic warfare and command, control, and communications 

· countermeasures policy. 
The OTC can implement the CWC procedures outlined in NWP 10-1, "Composite Warfare 

Commander's Manual," to the extent required by the mission and threat. Fundamental 
provisions associated with implementation of ewe procedures are as follows: 

• The OTC is normally the CWC. Designated warfare commanders are responsible to the 
OTC-CWC for the conduct of antiair warfare (the AAWC), strike warfare (the SWC), 
antisurface warfare (the ASUWC), and antisubmarine warfare (the ASWC). Other 
designated subordinates act as coordinators to assist in the management of specified 
sensors and warfighting assets of the force in support of the warfare commanders and 
the OTC-CWC. 

• A wide range of options are available to the OTC-CWC in delegating authority to the 
warfare commanders for the conduct of antiair warfare, strike warfare, antisurface warfare, 
and antisubmarine warfare operations. These options range from full delegation of 
authority to no delegation at all, depending on the threat and the tactical situation. The 
OTC-CWC of a multicarrier battle force might use every element of the concept, including 
supporting CWCs, while the OTC-CWC of a small task group might use only a few of 
the elements; i.e., an AAWC and ASWC. Regardless of the amount of authority delegated,' 
the ewe always retains the option to control by command override. 

JPJ-02 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
. Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

CONCENTRATION 

Concentration of military power is a fundamental consideration. We should strive to operate 
with overwhelming force, based not only on the quantity of forces and materiel committed, 
but on the quality of their planning and skillfulness of their employment. Properly trained 
and motivated forces with superior technology, executing innovative, flexible, and well­
coordinated plans, provide a decisive qualitative edge .. Careful selection of strategic and 
operational priorities aids concentration at the decisive point and time. Action to affect the 
enemy's dispositions and readiness prior to battle and to prevent enemy reinforcement of the 
battle by land, sea, or air also promotes concentration. The purpose of these and related 
measures is to achieve strategic advantage and exploit that advantage to win quickly, with as 
few casualties as possible. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPl Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
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-CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT 

The concept development phase of deliberate planning is accomplished by the supported 
commander responsible for developing the plan. Concept development follows six steps:. 
mission analysis, planning guidance development, staff estimates, commander's estimate, 
commander of a combatant co~mand's (CINC's) Strategic Concept, and Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff review. (S~ figure below.) 

The assigned task is analyzed, a mission statement is developed, and planning guidance is 
prepared and issued to the staff as well as subordinate and supporting commands in step one. 
During step two, al temati ve courses of action (CO As) are developed and distributed for staff 
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estimates of supportability to be completed in step three. In step four, alternative CO As are 
war-gamed, analyzed, and compared to produce a commander's estimate containing the 
commander's decision on the preferred COA. The selected COA is then expanded into the 
CINC's Strategic Concept that is submitted to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
review and approval. When approved, the CINC's Strategic Concept provides the basis for 
plan development. . · · 

Related Ternis 
commander's estimate; CINC's strategic estimate; deliberate planning 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CONCEPT OF INTELLIGE:NCE OPERATIONS 

A verbal or graphic statement, in broad outline, of a Intelligence Directorate of a joint 
staff's (J-2's) assumptions or intent in regard to intelligence support of an operation or series 
of operations. The concept of intelligence operations, which complements the commander's 
concept of operations, is contained in the intelligence annex of operation plans. The concept 
of intelligence operations is designed to give an overall picture of intelligence support for 
joint operations. It is included primarily for additional clarity of purpose. 

In developing the concept of intelligence operations for each commander of a combatant 
command's operation and concept plans, the combatant command J -2 should address in detail 
the support desired during the initial stages of a crisis from national, theater, and supporting 
intelligence organizations. The intenigence annex for these plans should also identify specific 
criteria to be met before designated intelligence staffs assume responsibility for intelligence 
support initially provided by other organizations. 

Related Terms 
concept of operations; intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

CONCEPT OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT 

A verbal or graphic statement, in a broad outline, ott16U';~66~ffi~,ja~~~.H~~H·~~·;:;;:~: 
to support and integrate with a concept of operatio.ns inarl',o~ratiC;'Q Qt:~m~lg6~::::t~~ 

~ · ... ·: :·:. ::·::.~· .. :·.::Ir;:t•J·>.(~::.t;~·~:~ir::~~· ·· · ·-t~~~.l~f~~~:.;':~ 
The concept of logistic support should derive from the estimate of logistic supportability 

of one or more courses of action (COAs). The commander of a combatant command's 
(CINC's)directorateforlogisticspreparestheseestimatesforeachaltemativeCOAproposed 
by either the operations or planning directorate. The estimate of logistic supportability for 
the selected COA along with logistic system framework considerations may be refined into 
the concept of logistic support for an operation or campaign. 

The concept of logistic support is the envisioned manner in which the capabilities and 
resources of the CINCs' components will be employed to provide supply, maintenance, 
transportation, and engineering services. It is the organization of capabilities and resources 
into an overall theater warfare support concept. 

The conceptoflogistic support should specify how operations will be supported. It should 
give special attention to the major lines of communications to be developed, as well as wartime 
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host.:.nation support to be provided by each allied nation. If there is to be a communications 
zone to support air or land operations or a network of intermediate and advanced bases to 
support naval operations within a theater, the general organization and functions should be 
laid out. 

Related Terms 
course of action 

. Source Joint Publications 
JP4-0 Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

CONCEPT OF OPERATIONS 

The concept of operations or commander's concept describes how the joint force commander 
(JFC) visualizes the operation will unfold based on the selected course of action. (See figure 
below.) This concept expresses what, where, and how the joint force will affect the enemy or 
the situation at hand. The commander provides sufficient detail for the staff and subordinate 
commanders to understand what they are to do without further instructions. In the concept of 
operations, JFCs describe the overall objectives of the joint force, the missions assigned to 
components of the force, and how the components will work together to accomplish the 
mission. 

To reinforce intent and priorities, commanders typically designate a main effort (for each 
phase, if the campaign has more than one pha5e). This designation is as true in the offense as 
it is in the defense and also applies in operations other than war. These designations provide 
focus to the operation, set priorities and determine risks, promote unity of effort, and facilitate 
an understanding of the commander's intent. 

The joint campaign plan is based on the commander's concept or concept of operations. 
The formulation of the commander's concept is the intellectual core of the campaign plan, 
which presents a broad vision of the required aim or "end state" (the commander's intent) and 
how operations will be sequenced and synchronized to achieve conflict termination objectives 
(including required postconflict measures). Accordingly, the campaign plan itself can be 
brief, though implementing orders will usually be longer. 

JFCs are the most vital cog in the campaign planning process- they bring experience, 
knowledge, and vision. They and their staffs need to develop early in the planning process 
four parts to their overall commander's concept: 

• the operational concept itself, based on the theater strategy, which is the scheme for the 
entire operation; 

• the logistic concept, which provides a broad picture of how the joint force as a whole 
will be supported (the operational concept may stretch but n()t break the logistic concept). 

• the deployment concept (sequencing of operational capabilities and logistic support into 
the objective area). 
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• and the organizational concept (external and internal command relationships, and, if 
required, organization for deployment). 

course of action 

JPI 
JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

CONCEPT PLAN 

An operation plan in concept format. Also call~~;~~~~m~f~l!}f~iill~~r~lt\, 
Concept Plan (CONPLAN) Without Time-Phased Force and Deployment Data 

(TPFDD). A CONPLAN is an operation plan in an abbreviated format that would require 
considerable expansion or alteration to convert it into an operation plan, campaign plan, or 
operation order. A CONPLAN contains the commander of a combatant command's (CINC's) 
Strategic Concept, Annexes A-D and K, and other annexes and appendixes either required 
by the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP) or deemed necessary by the CINC to complete 
planning. CONPLANs are generally developed to meet common type missions that may 
develop rapidly and require implementation of like action but under markedly different 
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circumstances; e.g., noncombatant evacuation operations. Unless specified in the JSCP, 
detailed support requirements are not calculated and TPFDD files are not prepared. 

CONPLAN With TPFDD. A CONPLAN with TPFDD is a CONPLAN that requires 
more detailed planning for phased deployment of forces. Detailed planning may be required 
to support a contingency of compelling interest and critical to national security but is not 
likely to occur in the near term. These conditions require planning associated with the 
warfighting/employmentaspects of the plan for a clear understanding of the CINC's concept 
of operations. Phasing, centers of gravity, and commander's intent enhance a clear 
understanding of what forces are required and when they have to be deployed (e.g., TPFDD) 
in order to achieve the national objective. A CONPLAN with TPFDD may also be required 
where the primary purpose is force movement planning in support of alliances. In this case 
campaign planning principles should be considered and incmporated to the maximum extent 
possible. Recognizing, however; that the level of detail contained in these plans is dependent 
upon similarly detailed alliance planning that these CONPLANs support, a campaign 
orientation may not be possible in all cases. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning; operation plan 

Source Joint Publications 
JPS-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CONNECTIVITY 

The comprehensive linking of command, control, communications and computer (C4) 
systems establishes a level of connectivity which enables communication to and from the 
joint force and its users. To the maximum extent possible, the hardware and software interfaces 
should be transparent to the system user. The continued flow of information should· not 
depend on action by an intermediate user. 

Related Terms 
communications 

Source Joint Publications 
JP6-02 Joint Doctrine for Employment of OperationalffacticalCommand, Control, 

Communications, and Computer Systems 

CONTINGENCY PLANNING GUIDANCE 

The Contingency Planning Guidance (CPG) fulfills the Secretary of Defense's statutory 
duty to provide annually to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff written policy guidance 
for joint operation planning. The Secretary provides this guidance with the approval of the 

· President after coordination with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The CPG is the 
primary source document for the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan. 

Related Terms 
joint strategic capabilities plan 

JPS-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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·cONTROL 

'):::W,ai~.riaL .Such indicators are the subject of·intelligence:$0rpljl'~~iW·a~[eefrierit::Y: 
:'·::·:·~nd :a~.:specifically defined in app~prlate._r.~~.~~~}~~£-~;~_~';J\.:i.:~~[?.[)f;;jJ,;f:?;.r,·f,f~(t,~itf:ti:~~:i~;~~~~i.;~:' 

-Control is inherent in command. To control is to regulate forces and functions to execute 
the commander's intent. Control of forces and functjons helps commanders and staffs compute 
requirements, allocate means, and integrate efforts. Control is necessary to determine the 
status of organizational effectiveness, identify variance from set standards, and correct 
deviations from these standards. Control permits commanders to acquire and apply means to 
accomplish their intent and develop specific instructions from general guidance. Ultimately, 
it provides commanders a means to measure, report, and correct performance. 

Control serves its purpose if. it allows commanders freedom to operate, delegate authority, 
place themselves in the best position to lead, and synchronize acti_ons throughout the operational 
area. Moreover, the command and control system needs to support the ability of commanders 
to adjust plans for future operations, even while focusing on current operations. Skilled 
staffs work within command intent to direct and control units and resource allocation to 
support the desired end. They also are alert to spotting enemy or friendly situations that may 
require changes. in command relationships or organization and advise the commander 
accordingly. 

Related Terms 
administrative control; combatant command (command authority); command; command and 
control system; operational control; tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

CONTROL AND COORDINATING MEASURES 

Joint force commanders employ various maneuver and movement control and fire support 
coordinating measures to facilitate effective· joint operations. These measures include 
boundaries, phase lines, objectives, coordinating altitudes to deconflict air operations, air 
defense areas, amphibious objective areas, submarine operating patrol areas, and minefields. 

boundary 

JP3-0 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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CONTROL AND REPORTING CENTER 

,:"' A ~~~-i-IE:)c()~~an.d,· control, and ~mmunicat;~ns rada~~~fe~~·nt ~~-t~e.U;S;Air'. 

i ~g~r6l~:~e~:;o~~~~~~:~~::~~:~~s~~~~~t%~~~tf~~~&~~~" : 
-: ·. opera~ons modules and .in~egrates a. oompreheqsiy~;air picfure;.~yia :.l"nUJ!Jp!e:,.:: 
.·: data:links•from air-,sea~, and land~based sensotsa~~ell.a~frorp.it~ surveill~nce>-:: 
. ; and control ·radars.·. It performs decentralize&bomri"t~n'd: ail~:·.c6htro(q(]oini. ~·· 
. operations by conducting threat-warning, battl~:man~9ern~rit;:thefiterirnisslie.::: 
: : defens~~ weapons control, combat idenmication~andstr~tegi¢¢0n1rri.lloit#tion~~.}.j 
·· Also called CRC. . · . . . ·· .··· .. ··:_' ._,,::.:::·~· ·r~:~-]'_:·irr·:·)'·::.~:l)~ .. ;_:~(;~:-~.~E;'.]ti,;i\~~/~·~~;~·:: 

Control and reporting centers are ground-based airspace control/air defense facilities that 
provide safe passage and radar control and surveillance for close air support aircraft transiting 
to and from target areas. 

Related Terms 
theater air control system 

JP 3-09.3 
Source Joint Publications 

JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 

COORDINATING ALTITUDE 

A procedural airspace control method to separat~fii~~.t--~h:d:~~~~~:fW:fu~~W§~~~;·il1 
by determining an altitude below which fixed-win~fa.ircr~fi""iJI·nom'fal!y;~C>tfly;; 
and above which rotary-wing aircraft normally will 'nqf:tly~~·.,,:rhe'~·c,Qo~~iij~tihg ,:.; 
altitude is normally specified in the airspace con~r6t_pla6::~r'lq··rn~y:{i:m<?l9de'~:;·,.l 
buffer zone for small altitude deviations. · . · ·.:"\+' .. :.::::::_;:!,:_::.;~!~,{:~[~~-{~'t-m;;;,J:[~·-~~~~~~'~):i·j 
A coordinating altitude is a: procedural method to separate fixed- and rotary-winged aircraft 

by determining an altitude below which fixed-wing aircraft normally will not fly and above 
which rotary-wing aircraft normally will not fly. It may include a buffer zone for small 
altitude deviations and extend from the forward edge of the communications zone to the 
forward line of troops. The coordinating altitude does not restrict either fixed- or rotary­
winged aircraft whenoperatingagainstor in the immediatevicinityofenemy ground forces. 
Fixed- or rotary-winged aircraft planning extended penetration of this altitude will notify the 
appropriate airspace control facility. However, approval acknowledgment is not required 
prior to fixed-wing aircraft operating below the coordinating altitude or rotary-wing aircraft 
operating above the coordinating altitude. 

• Uses. Coordinating altitude allows procedural separation of aircraft types. 
• Considerations. See-and-avoid procedures are used during visual meteorological 

conditions. 
• Point of Contact. The coordinating altitude is normally specified in the airspace control 

plan, which is approved by the joint force commander. 
Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

203 



COORDINATING AUTHORITY 

COORDINATING AUTHORITY 

!j;;:&f~i~~~~~~~fgffi!l§~t!itlllllfilt~}! 
'? -hav~·the. autho~ityto compel agreement. In ~h~.eveQtt~a!.~~s.a·ctti~fa~-r~~ro~nJib 
::<>cannot.be>obtained, 'the 'matter shail he referrecf:tc)'thE)'~pp9inting·~.tlt.t19rlty~:s .. • 

~~;~~~;~:f?~:E~~~~~t~:~~=f~~li~llflif~fll!1i 
Coordinating authority may be exercised by commanders or individuals at any echelon at 

or below the level of combatant command. Coordinating authority is the authority delegated 
to a commander or individual for coordinating specific functions and activities involving 
forces of two or more Military Departments or two or more forces of the same Service. The 
commander or individual has the authority to require consultation between the agencies 
involved but does not have the authority to compel agreement. The common task to be 
coordinated will be specified in the establishing directive without disturbing the normal 
organizational relationships in other matters. Coordinating authority is a consultation 
relationship between commanders. not an authority by which command may be exercised. It 
is more applicable to planning and similar activities than to operations. Coordinating authority 
is not in any way tied to force assignment. Assignment of coordinating authority is based on 
the missions and capabilities of the commands or organizations involved. 

Related Terms 
administrative control; direct liaison authorized. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

CORRIDOR SUPPRESSION 

Corridor suppression is a type of localized suppression of enemy air defenses. All 
components may request joint suppression of enemy air defenses support for corridor 
suppression. The missions shown in the figure below may require corridor suppression. 
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MISSIONS REQUIRING CORRIDOR 
SUPPRESSION 

Missions transiting the forward line of own troops 
(FLOT) 

Air missions supporting tactical airlift or combat 
search and rescue omerations 

Support of special operations 

Helicopter operations forward of the FLOT 

Related Terms 
opportune suppression 

· Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-01.4 . JTTP for Joint Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses {1-SEAD) 

COUNTER DRUG 
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Those active measures taken to detect, monitor,·and.,¢(>~11tef:Jhe·pr()c:f~ction~';(: 
trafficking, and use of illegal drugs. Also called, 99··::;:~-.i,'!~(}[:·~,.~y·:::·:·:r;~[!:[:;·~;f:\;:}.~.f~~,]l:;Q?(i;:? 

In counterdrug operations, Department of Defense (DOD}supports federal, state, and local 
· law enforcement agencies in their efforts to disrupt the transfer of illegal drugs into the US.· 

The National Defense Authorization Act of 1989 assigned three major counterdrug 
responsibilities to DOD. 

• To act as the single lead agency for detecting and monitoring aerial and maritime transit 
of illegal drugs into the US by emphasizing activities in the cocaine source countries, 
streamlining activities in the transit zone, and re-focusing activities in the US to concentrate 
on the cocaine threat at critical border locations. 

• To integrate the command, control, communications, computer, and intelligence assets 
of the US that are dedicated to interdicting the movement of illegal drugs into the US. 

• To approve and fund State governors' plans for expanded use of the National Guard to 
support drug interdiction and enforcement agencies. 

In addition, the 1993 DOD Authorization Act added the authority for the DOD to detect, 
monitor, and communicate the movement of certain surface traffic within 25 miles of the US 
boundary inside the US. Other DOD support to the National Drug Control Strategy includes 
support to law enforcement agencies (federal, state, and local) and cooperative foreign 
governments by providing intelligence analysts and logistical support personnel; support to 
interdiction; internal drug prevention and treatment programs; and research and development. 
An example of DOD support to counterdrug operations was the establishment of Joint Task 
Force 6, in 1989, tq provide counterdrug support along the Southwest border of the US. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other then War 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE 

Counterintelligence (CI) is a discipline that is separate and distinct from foreign intelligence 
and supports military commanders, operational planners, and the traditional intelligence 
disciplines. An overview of the concept of CI is provided in the figure below. CI supports 
military operations and planning during peacetime operations and at all levels of operations 
other than war and war. The type and methods of CI support differ at various organizational 
levels within the Department of Defense (DOD). CI develops information on the threat 
posed to plans, strategies, resources, programs, operations, and systems by foreign intelligence 
services and intelligence collection by foreign groups, including terrorists and drug traffickers. 
CI is responsible for the identification, neutralization, and/or exploitation of this threat. CI 
also determines the ability and willingness of host-nation forces to protect DOD resources 
and personnel. 0 consists of four functions: operations, investigations, collection, and analysis. 
As such, CI plays a significant force protection role as well as conducting functions 
complementing intelligence such as analysis and collection. · 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

206 The Joint Doctri.ne Encyclopedia 



COUNTERTERRORISM 

COUNTERTERRORISM 
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General. Counterterrorism (CT) provides response measures that include preemptive, 

retaliatory, and reScue operations. Normally, CT operations require specially trained personnel 
capable of mounting swift and effective action. Department of Defense (DOD) provides 
specially trained personnel and equipment in a supporting role to governmental lead agencies. 
CT is a principal special operations mission. Department of State (DOS), Department of 
Justice (DOJ) (specifically, the Federal Bureau of Investigation), or the Department of 
Transportation.(DOT) (specifically the Federal Aviation Administration)reeeive lead agency 
designation according to terrorist incident location and type. DOS is the lead agency for 
incidents that take place outside the US~ DOJ is the lead agent for incidents that occur within 
the US; and DOT is the lead agent for incidents aboard aircraft "in flight" within the special 
jurisdiction of the US. The Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs resolves 
any uncertainty on the designation of lead agency or responsibilities. 

Special Operations Forces (SO F) in CT. The primary mission SOF in CT is to apply 
highly specialized capabilities to preempt or resolve terrorist incidents abroad. Certain SOF 
are specifically organized, trained, equipped, and tasked to perform CT as a primary mission. 
CT missions may also be performed by other SOF or selectedconventionalArrriedForces of 
the United States under extremely urgent and in extremis circumstances when principal 
National Command Authorities-designatedSOF are not readily available. If the mission has 
not been executed by the in extremis force once the designated force arrives on scene, passing 
mission responsibility must be exercised with care. The in extremis force will have acquired 
critical and perishable information and will have developed an experience base of great value 
to the relieving force. 

SOF conduct CT operations that include aspects of unconventional warfare, direct action, 
and special reconnaissance missions to effect: hostage rescue, recovery of sensitive materiel 
from terrorist organizations, and attack on the terrorist infrastructure. 

Because of the very low profile of most terrorist organizations, identifying targets for CT 
missions can be extremely difficult. Although a preemptive strike against terrorists may be 
preferred, CT mission.s must often be conducted after the terrorists have initiated a terrorist 
act. 

Additionally, as a subset offoreign internal development, designated SOF units may also 
train selected host nation forces to perform CT missions. The level of special operations 
force. participation in this program is determined by US and host-nation policy and legal 
considerations. 

Related Terms 
antiterrorism; com batting terrorism; terrorism 

JP 3-05 
JP 3-07 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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General. The Country Team Concept{seen in the figure below) denotes the process of in­

country, interdepartmental coordination among key members of the US diplomatic rilission. 
The Department of State (DOS) developed this concept of embassy management in the early 
1950s, although it wasn't until1974 that the term Country Team received its first official 
mention in Public Law 93-475. The composition of a Country Team varies widely, depending 
on the desires of the chief of mission, the in-country situation, and the number and levels of 
US departments and agencies present. The princip~l military members of the Country Team 
are the Defense Attache and the chief of the Security Assistance Organization (SAO). Although 
the US area military commander (the combatant commander or a subordinate) is not a member 

. of the diplomatic mission, he may participate or be represented in meetings and coordination 
conducted by the Country Team. 

The Members of the Country Team. The following ·discussion provides an outline of 
. typical Country Team representatives and explains the military elements important to the 

foreign internal defense mission. 
The Ambassador is the personal representative of the President of the United States. 

Ambassadorial authority extends to all elements of the mission and all official US Government 
(USG) activities and establishments within the host country. A presidential letter is used to 
outline the authority granted to the Ambassador to execute his or her duties. Mentioned in 
this letter, the only exceptions to the Ambassador's authority over USG activities are the 
control of military elements under the separate command of a combatant commander or the 
control of elements of another US Mission or personnel assigned to an international agency. 
Within this authority, the Ambassador coordinates much of the foreign internal defense (FID) 
effort in the ·assigned country. The Ambassador accomplishes this task either through the 
assigned SAO or through his Country Team. There is a close coordinating relationship 
between the Ambassador, the represented USG agencies, and the combatant commander. 

The US DOS is generally represented on the Country Team by the following positions: 
• The Deputy Chief of Mission is the second in command, serves as executive officer and 

chief of staff, and directs the mission in the Ambassador's absence (then called the 
ChargeD' Affairs). 

• The Political Counselor directs the political section and is often thiid in command of the 
mission. The political section may also contain a politicaVmilitaryofficer to assist in the 
coordination of military activities supporting FID programs. 

• The Commercial Attache is trained by the Department of Commerce and promotes US 
commercial interests. 

US Information Agency (USIA) (US Information Service overseas) is represented by the 
following positions: · 

• The Public Affairs Officer is the ranking USIA officer in country responsible for 
implementing the US information program throughout the host nation (HN). 

• The Information Officer is responsible for re~ations wi.th the press and media .. 
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COUNTRY TEAM 

The Agency for International Development is represented by the in-country director of US 
· Agency for International Development. The director directs the nonmilitary US developmental 
efforts in the HN. 

Other USG departments, agencies, and interests may be represented by the following: 
• Treasury Attache; 
• Agricultural Attache; 
• Labor Attache; 
• Civil Air Attache; 
• Science Attache; 
• Drug Enforcement Administration Representative; 
• Director of the Peace Corps. 
The DOD organization and representation within the diplomatic mission and Country Team 

can range from as little as an envoy, to a full complement of Service attaches, or a major 
SAO. In nations with active FID programs, there is likely to be a larger military pre~ence 
with most of these resources centered in the SAO. 

The US Defense Representative (USDR) is the representative for the Secretary of Defense 
and the Ambassador's liaison for all matters relating to administrative and security coordination 
for all DOD personnel and organitations in the HN that are not assigned to, attached to, nor 
under the command of a combatant commander. The USDR is designated by the Under 
Secretary of Defense for Policy with the concurrence of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and the appropriate combatant commander with area responsibility for the country to 
which the USDR is assigned. The position is advisory only, thus the USDR does not have 
either command or tasking authority. The USDR will normally be the senior military officer 
assigned to permanent duty and responsibility in the country. The appointment of the Defense 
Attache (DATI') or the security assistance officer as the USDR does not change either the 
scope of their primary responsi bi li ties or their accountability to established rating officials. 

DATT is normally the senior Service attache assigned to the embassy. The DATT and 
other Service attaches comprise the Defense Attache Office (USDAO) and serve as valuable 
liaisons to their HN counterparts. USDAOs are operated by the Defense Intelligence Agency. 
The attaches also serve the Ambassador and coordinate with, and represent, their respective 
Military Departments on Service matters. The attaches assist the FID program by exchanging 
information with the combatant commander's staff on HN military, social, economic, and 
political conditions. In many countries, the functions of an SAO are carried out within the 

. USDAO under the direction of the DATI. 

JP 3-07.1 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Foreign Internal Defense (FID) 
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'€ourse of Action (COA) Development. COA development support includes Joint 

Operation Planning and Execution System functions that help the supported commander's 
staff develop and test alternative CO As based on National Command Authorities/Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff task assignments, guidance, and force and resource allocation. 
This facilitates development of the commander of a combatant command's Strategi.c Concept 
in deliberate planning and the commander's estimate in crisis action planning. 

Detailed Planning. This function supports preparation of the approved concept of 
operations or COA for implementation. It facilitates the following: 

• Development and time-phasing of detailed force lists and required sustainment. 
• Development of directives, schedules, and orders. 
• Determination of support requirements, including medical, civil engineering, air refueling, 

host-nation support, and transportation needs. 
• Identification and resolution of force and resource shortfalls and constraints. 
The result is development of detailed, fully integrated mobilization, deployment, 

employment, sustainment, and redeployment activities based on the approved concept of 
operations or COA. 

Implementation. This fimction gives decision makers the tools to monitor, analyze, and 
manage plan execution. Planning is a cyclic process that continues throughout implementation. 
Of particular importance is the ability to redirect forces, adjust priorities, or influence events 
as the situation unfolds. Implementation usually ends with some type of replanning effort, 
such as redeployment or redirection of operations. 

Related Terms 
CINC's strategic concept; commander's estimate; concept of logistics support; concept of 
operations 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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Combatant command strategic planning in peacetime provides the framework for employing 

forces in peacetime and in response to crises. Combatant command planners develop peacetime 
assessments that ease transition to crisis or war as well as to postconflict. Peacetime intelligence 
and logistic assessments, for example, are essential for force projection operations and rapid 
transition to combat operations. When directed by the National Command Authorities (NCA) 
to conduct military operations, the combatant commanders refine peacetime strategies and 
modify existing plans or develop campaign plans as appropriate. The result, expressed in 
terms of military objectives, military concepts, and resources (ends, ways, and means), provides 
guidance for a broad range of activities. 

The NCA may direct combatant commanders to resolve a crisis quickly, employing 
immediately available forward-presence forces, and, at the lowest level possible, to preclude 
escalation of the crisis. When this response is not enough, the projection of forces from the 
continental US or another theater may be necessary. When opposed, force projection can be 
accomplished rapidly by forcible entry coordinated with strategic airlift and sealift, and pre­
positioned forces. For example, the ability to generate high intensity combat power from the 
sea can provide for effective force projection operations in the absence of timely or 
unencumbered access. 

JP3-0 

Related Ternis 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

CRISIS ACTION PLANNING 

. General. A crisis is defined, within the context of joint operation planning and execution 
as an INCIDENT or SITUATION involving a threat to the US, its territories, citizens, military 
forces, and possessions or vital interests that develops rapidly and creates a condition of such 
diplomatic, economic, political, or military importance that commitment of US military forces 
and resources is contemplated to achieve national. objectives. An adequate and feasible military 
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response to a crisis demands a flexible adaptation of the basic planning process that emphasizes 
the time available, rapid and effective communications, and the use of previously accomplished 
joint operation planning whenever possible. In crisis situations, the Joint Planning and 
Execution Community (JPEC) follows formally established crisis action planning (CAP) 
procedures to adjust and implement previously prepared joint operation plans or to develop 
and execute operation orders (OPORDs) where no useful joint operation plan exists for.the 
evolving crisis. A campaign plan may also be developed if warranted by the scope of 
contemplated operations. CAP procedures provide for the rapid and effective exchange of 
information and analysis, the timely preparation of military courses of action (CO As) for 
consideration by the National Command Authorities (NCA), and the prompt transmission of 
NCA decisions to supported commanders. · 

CAP versus Deliberate Planning. CAP procedures provide for the transition from planning 
of military operations to their execution. Deliberate planning supports crisis action planning 
by anticipating potential crises and developing joint .operation plans that facilitate the rapid 
development and selection of a COA and execution planning during crises. Deliberate planning 
prepares for hypothetical crises based on the best available information and using forces and 
resources available for the planning period. It relies heavily on assumptions regarding the 
political and military circumstances that will exist when the plan is implemented. These 
ambiguities make it unlikely that any joint operation plan will be usable without modification 
as a given crisis unfolds because every crisis situation cannot be anticipated. However, the 
detailed analysis and coordination accomplishedin the time available for deliberate planning 
can expedite effective decision making and execution planning during a crisis. As the crisis 
unfolds, assumptions and projections are replaced with facts and actual conditions. Therefore, 
CAP includes the consideration and exploitation of deliberate joint operation planning 
whenever possible. A comparison of CAP and deliberate planning procedures is shown in 
the first figure below. 

The Six CAP Phases. CAP and its execution are accomplished within a flexible framework 
of six phases as summarized in the second figure below. These six phases integrate the 
workings of the NCA and the JPEC into a single unified process that sequentially provides 
for the identification of a potential requirement for military response; the assessment of the 
requirement and formulation of strategy; the development of feasible CO As by the supported. 
commander; the selection of a COA by the NCA; and, when directed by the NCA, 
implementation of the approved COA by the supported commander. 

Situation Development. During the initial phase of crisis action planning, events that 
have potential national security implications are detected, reported, and assessed to cletermine 
whether ami litary response may be required. The focus of this phase of crisis action planning 
is on the combatant commander in whose area the event occurs and who will be responsible 
for the execution of any military response. The combatant commander may be the first to 
detect and report the event to the National Military Command Center (NMCC). However, 
crisis action planning may be initiated by a report to the NMCC from any of the national 
means used to continuously monitor the worldwide situation. If not included within the 
initial report, the supported commander prepares and submits an assessment of the event to 
the NCA and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS). The assessment normally 
includes amplifying information regarding the situation, actions being taken, forces available, 
expected time for earliestcommitmentof forces, and major constraints on the employment of 
forces. If the time sensitivity of the situation is such that normal CAP procedures cannot be 
followed, the commander's assessment may also include a recommended COA. It then 
serves as the commander's estim~te normally prepared in a subsequent phase of CAP. The 
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situation development phase ends when the supported commander's assessment is submitted 
to the NCA and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Crisis Assessment. During the crisis assessment phase of crisis action planning, the NCA, 
the Chairman, and the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff analyze the situation through 
available intelligence and determine whether a military option should be prepared. This 
phase is characterized by increased information and intelligence gathering, NCA review.of 
options, and preparatory action by the JPEC. The phase begins with the receipt of the supported 
commander's report and assessment of the event. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
in coordination with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, assesses the situation 
from a military perspective and provides advice to the NCA on possible military options. 
The NCA identify national interests and objectives and consider possible diplomatic, 
informational, economic, and military alternatives to achieve objectives. The flexibility of 
the CAP provides the latitude for the NCA to remain in this phase pending additional 
information,return to the pre-crisis situation, or progress to the next phase of CAP. The crisis 
assessment phase ends with a strategic decision by the NCA to return to the precrisis situation, 
or to have military options developed for consideration and possible use. The NCA decision 
provides strategic guidance for joint operation planning and may include specific guidance 
on the CO As to be developed. 

COA Development. The COA development phase of crisis action planning implements 
an NCA decision or CJCS planning directive to develop military options. In response to that 
decision, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff issues a planniilgguidancedirectiveto the 
supported commander directing the preparation of CO As. Normally, the directive will be a 
CJCS WARNING ORDER, but other CAP-prescribed orders may be used if the nature and 
timing of the crisis mandate acceleration of the planning. The directive establishes command 
relationships and identifies the mission and any planning constraints. It either identifies 
forces and strategic mobility resources and establishes tentative timing for execution, or it 
requests the supported commander develop these factors. If the NCA direct development of 
a specific COA,'the directive will describe the COA and request the supported commander's 
assessment. In response to the directive, the supported commander, with the support of 
subordinate and supporting commanders, develops and analyzes CO As. Joint operation plans 
are reviewed for applicability and used when needed. Based on the combatant commander's 
guidance, supporting commanders, subordinate joint force commanders, and component 
commanders begin time-phased force and deployment data (TPFDD) development. Tune 
permitting, a TPFDD is generated for each COA. US Transportation Command 
(USTRANSCOM) reviews the proposed CO As and prepares deployment estima.tes. The 
Services monitor the development of CO As and begin planning for support forces, sustainment, 
and mobilization. The supported commander analyzes the COAs and submits his 
recommendations to the NCA and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The supported 
commander's estimate describes the selected CO As, summarizes the supported commander's 
evaluation of the CO As, and presents recommendations. The COA development phase of 
CAP ends with the submission of the supported commander's estimate. 

COA Selection. The focus of the COA selection phase is on the selection of a COA by the 
NCA and the initiation of execution planning. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in 
coordination with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, reviews and evaluates the 
CO As provided in the supported commander's estimate and prepares recommendations and 
advice for consideration by the NCA. The NCA select a COA and direct that execution 
planning be accomplished. Upon receipt of the NCA decision, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff issues a CJCS ALERT ORDER implementing the NCA decision. A CJCS 
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ALERT ORDER is a formal, CAP-prescribed order approved by the Secretary of Defense 
and transmitted to the supported commander and other members of the JPEC to announce the 
COA selected by the NCA and to initiate execution planning. The CJCS ALERT ORDER 
describes the selected COA in sufficient detail to allow the supported commander, in 
coordination with other members of the JPEC, to conduct the detailed planning required to 
deploy forces. It will contain guidance to amplify or change earlier guidance provided in the 
OCS WARNING ORDER. In some cases, a PLANNING ORDER is used to initiate execution 
planning activities before a course of action is formally selected by the NCA. Used in this 
manner, the PLANNING ORDER saves time and allows the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff additional flexibility in directing military activities. The PLANNING ORDER will not 
normally be used to direct the deployment of forces or to increase force readiness. If force 
deployment is directed, the PLANNING ORDER will require the approval of the Secretary 
of Defense. Issuance of either the PLANNING ORDER or the ALERT ORDER marks the 
beginning of execution planning. 

The availability of strategic mobility resources to respond to deployment and 
sustainment requirements is a primary consideration in establishing a course 

of action and its execution planning. 

Execution Planning. An NCA-approvedCOA is transformed into an OPORDduring the 
execution planning phase of CAP. In this phase, the JPEC performs the detailed planning 
necessary to execute t4e approved COA when directed by the NCA. If required by the 
situation, the supported commander will initiate campaign planning or refine a campaign 
plan already in development. This should guide the development of the OPORD. Actual 
forces, sustainment. and strategic mobility resources are identified and the concept of operations 
is described in OPORD format. Following CAP procedures and using capabilities provided 
through Joint Operation Planning and Execution System and Worldwide Military Command 
and Control System, the supported commander develops the OPORD and supporting TPFDD 
by modifying an existing operation plan, expanding an existing concept plan (with or without 
TPFDD), or developing a new plan. Supporting commanders providing augmenting forces 
identify and task specific units and provide movement requirements. Component commanders 
identify and update sustainment requirements in coordination with the Services. 
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USTRANSCOM develops transportation schedules to support the requirements identified 
by the supported col'11ffiander. A transportation schedule does not mean that the supported 
commander's TPFDD or COA is transportation feasible; rather, the schedules developed are 
the most effective and realistic given the numbers and types of assets and their location in 
relation to C-day and L-hour. The Services determine mobilization requirements and plan 
for the provision of non unit sustainment. Force preparation action is accomplished throughout 
the JPEC in accordance with deployment postures directed by the Secretary of Defense, and 
deployability posture reporting is initiated. The Chairman and the other members of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff monitor execution planning activities, resolve shortfalls when required, and 
review the supported commander's OPORD for feasibility and adequacy. The execution 
planning phase terminates with an NCA decision to implement the OPORD. In those instances 
where the crisis does n~t progress to implementation, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff provides guidance regarding continued planning under either crisis action or deliberate 
planning procedures. If the NCA decide to execute the OPORD, planning enters its final 
phase: execution. 

Execution. The execution phase begins when the NCA decide to execute a military option 
in response to the crisis. During this phase, a military response is implemented and operations 
are conducted by the supported commander until the crisis is resolved. When the Secretary 
of Defense authorizes the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to direct the supported 
commander to implement the OPORD, the Chairman issues a CJCS EXECUTE ORDER. 
The CJCS EXECUTE ORDER directs the deployment and employment of forces, defines 
the timing for the initiation of operations, and conveys guidance not provided in earlier CAP 
orders and instructions. The supported commander, in turn, issues an EXECUTE ORDER to 
subordinate and supporting commanders that directs the execution of their OPORDs. 
Subordinate and supporting commanders execute their OPORDs and conduct operations to 
accomplish objectives. The supported commander monitors movements, assesses and reports 
the achievement of objectives, and continues planning as necessary. The Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff monitors the deployment and employment of forces, acts to resolve 
shortfalls, and directs action needed to ensure successful termination of the crisis. 
USTRANSCOM manages common-user global air, land, and sea transportation, reporting 
the progress of deployments to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the supported 
commander. The execution phase of crisis action planning continues until the crisis is 
terminated or the mission is terminated and force redeployment has been completed. If the 
crisis is prolonged, the process may be repeated continuously as circumstances change and 
missions are revised. If the crisis expands to major conflict or war, crisis action planning will 
evolve into, and be absorbed within, the larger context of implementation planning for the 
conduct of the war. 

Related Terms 
deliberate planning; joint operation planning; Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CRISIS ASSESSMENT 

During the crisis assessment phase of crisis action planning (CAP), theN ational Command 
Authorities (NCA), the Chairman, and the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff analyze 
the situation through availableintelligence and determine whether a military option should 
be prepared. This phase is characterized by increased information and intelligence gathering, 
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CULMINATION 

NCA review of options, and preparatory action by the Joint Planning and Execution 
Community. The phase begins with the receipt of the supported commander;s report and 
assessment of the event. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the 
other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, assesses the situation from a military perspective 
and provides advice to the NCA on possible military options. The NCA identify national 
interests and objectives and consider possible diplomatic, informational, economic, and military 
alternatives to achieve objectives. The flexibility of the CAP provides the latitude for the 
NCA to remain iri this phase pending additional information, return to the pre-crisis situation, 
or progress to the next phase of CAP. The crisis assessment phase ends with a strategic 
decision by the NCA to return to the precrisis situation,or to have military options developed. 
for consideration and possible use. The NCA decision provides strategic guidance for joint 
operation planning and may include specific guidance on the courses of action to be developed. 

Related Terms 
crisis action planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

CRISIS RESPONSE 

US forces need to be able to respond rapidly either unilaterally or as a part of a multinational 
effort. Crisis response may include, for example, employment of overwhelming force in 
peace enforcement, a single precision strike, or emergency support to civil authorities. The 
ability of the US to respond rapidly with appropriate military operations other than war 
(MOOTW) options to potential or actual crises contributes to regional stability. Thus, 
MOOTW may often be planned and executed under crisis action circumstances. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

CRITICAL ITEM 

. :~ =~:~: ~~od~ich is in short supply or exp~~:~~:~tli~;~~~~Jii~~iii 
Critical supplies and materiel should be identified early in the planning process. Critical 

items are supplies vital to the support of operations that are in short supply or are expected to 
be in short supply. Special handling of requisitions or requests for transportation and critical 
items may be indicated. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support toJoint Operations 

CULMINATION 

Culmination has both offensive and defensive application. In the offense, the culminating 
point is the point in time and space at which an attacker's combat power no longer exceeds 
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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 

that of the defender. Here the attacker greatly risks counterattack and defeat and continues 
the attack only at great peril. Success in the attack at all levels is to secure the objective 
before reaching culmination. A defender reaches culmination when the defending force no 
longer has the capability to go on the counter-offensive or defend successfully. Success in 
the defense is to draw the attacker to culmination, then strike when the attacker has exhausted 
available resources and is ill-disposed to defend successfully. 

Synchronization of logistics with combat operations can forestall culmination and help 
· commanders control the tempo of their operations. At both tactical and operational levels, 

theater logistic planners forecast the drain on resources associated with conducting operations 
over extended distance and time. They respond by generating enough military resources at 
the right times and places to enable their commanders to achieve strategic objectives before 
reaching their culminating points. If the commanders cannot do so, they should rethink their 
concept of operations. · 

operational art 

JP 3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

CURRENT INTELLIGENCE 

~=~:~~~~~~ ::~=stha:~!~:: ~!~;s~~)~~~~,~~~~~j~l 
Current intelligence provides updated support for ongoing operations across the range of 

military operations. It involves the integration of current, all-source intelligence and 
information into concise, objective reporting on the current situation in a particular area. It 
usually contains predictive judgments on how the situation will develop and what the 
implications are for planning and executing military operations. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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DECENTRALIZED EXECUTION 

In order to accomplish the assigned mission, the joint force commander develops a concept 
of operation and organizes forces based on that concept. The organization should be sufficiently · 
flexible to meet the planned phases of the contemph1tedoperations and any development that 
may necessitate a change in the plan, while preserving the responsiveness of individual 
component capabilities. Sound organization should provide for unity of effort, centralized 
planning, and decentralized execution. Unity of effort is necessary for effectiveness and 
efficiency. Centralized planning is essential for controlling and coordinating the efforts of all 
available forces. Decentralized execution is essential to generate the tempo of operations 
required and to cope with the uncertainty, disorder, and fluidity of combat. 

Related Terms 
centralized planning 

JP 3-56.1 

DECEPTION 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

E:~~~~~s~r:~~~~~~~~~~::~~ht~ ~~:~~~~,~~~~!~~~~] 
See military deception. 

DECISION CYCLE 

The figure below shows the decision cycle. This model is applicable to all command and 
control (C2) systems~ friendly or adversary. This dedsion model is based upon the Observe, 
Orient, Decide, and Act loop. 

Observation. In the observation portion of the decision cycle, the commander gathers 
information from the reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acquisition (RSTA) apparatus 
and from status reports of friendly forces. Much of a commander's RSTA capability and 
know ledge ofthe status of friend) y forces will come from the control portion of the friendly 
force C2 system- that is, from subordinate commanders. 

Orientation. In the orientation phase of the decision .cycle, information about the 
opposition's status received in the observation portion of the cycle is converted into intelligence 
through the commander's intelligence staff. Based upon this intelligence and knowledge of 
the status of friendly forces, the commander will make an assessment of the "reality" of the 
operational area. The "reality" ofthe operational area is the actual situation in the operational 
area including, but not limited to, the disposition of forces on both sides, casualties to personnel 
and equipment suffered by both sides, the weather in the area, and morale on both sides. The 
commander's assessment of the "reality" of the operational area is based on the input of the 
commander's intelligence system, sensors and lower echelon commanders in the observation­
portion of the cycle. Since these sources of input are imperfect and subject to manipulation 
by the opposing side, the commander's assessment of "reality" will invariably be something 
other than the acwal "reality" of the operational area. 
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DECISION CYCLE 

Decision. The commander will make military decisions based on the assessment of the 
"reality" of the operational area. The decisions made by the commander will be communicated 
to subordinate commanders as orders via various communications methods. 

Action. Subordinate commanders at all lower echelons, the control portion of the friendly 
force C2 system, will cause the commander's decisions to become actions that impact the 
"reality" of the operational area. · 

Continuity of the Cycle. Since the decision cycle is a continuous process rather than a 
step-by-step process, all parts ofthecycleare active simultaneously. The commander will be 
gathering information, forming appraisals, and making decisions for future operations at the 
same time that current orders are being executed as actions by subordinate commands. The 
same cycle is occurring simultaneously for all opposing sides in an operation. The same 
cycle is also occurring at all subordinate levels at a scope commensurate with the responsibilities 
of the cor:nmander at that echelon. All of these decision cycles, on all sides and at all levels 
will impact the "reality" of the theater of operations on a continuous basis. 

Size of the Cycle. The amount of time taken to observe, orient, decide and act is represented 
by the length ofthe arc between portions of the cycle. Consistent with classic military doctrine, 
the commander that can gather and process information and initiate action to affect the theater 
of operations quickest will have a decided mil ital-y advantage. Conceptually, the ability to 
process information into action via the cycle at a quicker pace than the opposition can be 
thought of as getting "inside" the adversary's decision cycle by making the friendly force 
cycle smaller than the opponent's. 

Related Terms 
command and control warfare 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-13.1 Joint Doctrine for Command and Control Warfare (C2W) 

222 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

DECISION SUPPORT SYSTEMS 

Decision support systems (i.e., reporting, intelligence, arid logistics) are included within 
the umbrella definition of command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems. 
(See figure below.) 

Joint Reporting System Support. Reporting includes intelligence, situation reportS from 
maneuver forces, and logistic status. The information varies from data required for staff 
planning, and significant events requiring a commander's immediate attention. The principal 
sources of operationally significant information are the C4 systems of the combatant 
commands, the management and/or information systems of the Services, the support systems 
of the Department of Defense (DOD) agencies, and the Joint Reporting Structure (JRS). The 
following are some principles for reporting: 

• Commanders provide the organization and procedures so that reports receive command 
attention when required to support decision making and control of mission execution. 

• Reports adhere to standard formats when feasible to facilitate their handling through 
electronic systems and speed interpretation by people. 

• Commanders review reporting requirements for their commands to assure that the content 
and frequency of reports support assigned missions without needlessly burdening 
subordinates. · 

Inte!Jigence Support Intelligence organizations use a variety of sensors and other 
information sources to collect and analyze data and produce intelligence products. C4 systems 
support to intelligence is normally limited to providing the communications interface and 
media required to move intelligence information. C4 systems support does not typically 
cover the collection and production of intelligence. The basis for system interoperabilityis 
the application of standard data elements and structures and information exchange standards 
applicable to all levels of command and to all Services and supporting agencies.· The Services 
and agencies are responsible for fielding intelligence systems based on these standards. The 
following are basic intelligence system principles: 

Includes 
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situation reports 
from maneuver 

forces, and logistic 
status 

Intelligence 
organizations use a 
variety of sensors 
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223 



DECISIVE POINTS 

• Intelligence requirements must be incorporated in the planning and execution of military 
operations. Intelligence staffs should coordinate with the Command, Control, 
Communications, and Computer Systems Directorate staff to identify requirements and 
obtain an assessment of the intelligencecommunicationsrequired to support operations. 
Intelligence requirements generally exceed communication capabilities, therefore, 
communications and intelligence communities continue to develop concepts for 
expanding communication pipelines and imagery compression techniques. 

• Each echelon of command receives organic and external intelligence support. 
Commanders direct requirements for assets through the Intelligence Directorate staff 
element. 

• Defense intelligence organizations and systems operate on a shared information basis. 
Accordingly, within limits imposed by security, intelligence is distributed up, down, and 
across echelons. 

• The responsibility for the application of intelligence information is shared by intelligence 
and operations. 

Logistic Support. Accurate and timely logistic information is required for the management 
of critical resources. A principle source of operationally significant logistic information is 
the JRS. Information not routinely supplied through the JRS may be provided in response to 
specific queries from combatant command systems, Service logistic systems, and the DOD 
agencies. 

Planning Support. In addition to conveying force status and intelligence information, C4 
systems provide processing capabilities for planning. 

Decision Support. Operational and tactical decision support systems also include maneuver, 
fire support and target planning, command and control warfare, air operations, and C4 systems 
control and management. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

DECISIVE POINTS 

By correctly identifying and controlling decisive points, a commander can gain a marked 
advantage over the enemy and greatly influence the outcome of an action. Decisive points 
are usually geographic in nature, such as a constricted sea lane, a hill, a town, or an air base. 
They could also include other elements such as command posts, critical boundaries, airspace, 
or a communications node. Decisive points are not centers of gravity; they are the keys to 
attacking protected centers of gravity. 

There normally will be more decisive points in an operational area than joint force 
commanders can control, destroy, or neutralize with available resources. Accordingly, planners 
must analyze potential decisive points and determine which points enable eventual attack of 
the enemy's centers of gravity. The commander designates the most important decisive 
points as objectives and allocates resources to control, destroy, or neutralize them. 

Geographic decisive points that assist commanders to gain or maintain the initiative are 
crucial. Controlling these points in the attack assists commanders to gain freedom of operational 
maneuver. Thus, they maintain the momentum of the attack and sustain the initiative. If a 
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DECONTAMINATION 

defender controls such a point, it can help exhaust the attacker'smomentum and facilitate the 
defender's counterattack. 

Related Terms 
centers of gravity; operational art 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

DECONTAMINATION 

::~~;"~d~~~:~~:~~i~~?!~~~;lrili~~~~~~; 
General. Decontamination is the reduction of the contamination hazard by removal or 

neutralization of hazardous levels of nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) contamination 
on personnel and materiel. The primary purposes of decontamination are to stop erosion of 
combat power and reduce casualties that may result from inadvertent exp<)sure or failure of 
protection. Initial decontamination may be performed by base personnel. Detailed 
decontamination may require requesting assistance from chemical units assigned to support 
area commanders, in accordance with joint rear area coordinator priorities. Service manuals 
discuss decontamination in detail. DeContamination sites should be established in the base 
area and decontamination supplies should be prestaged before an anticipated NBC attack. 

Planning Considerations. When planning for decontamination these items should be 
considered: 

• Identify hasty and deliberate decontamination sites. 
• Designate decontamination teams and ensure that they have the necessary equipment 

and command and control assets. 
• Plan for treatment of contaminated casualties. 
• Plan for the marking and reporting of contaminated areas and terrain decontamination. 
• Plan for employment of detection alarms. 
• Conduct necessary NBC training. 
• Plan for disposal of the waste products of decontamination operations. 
The management and treatment of contaminated casualties will vary with the tactical 

situation and the nature of the contaminant. Each medical unit must have a plan that can be 
put into effect immediately. Decentralization is necessary- casualties must not be forced to 
wait at a central point for decontamination. All medical units should have comparable sets of 
medical items and decontamination equipment for treatment of contaminated patients 
originating in their area. Decontaminationofthe patients serves two purposes: it prevents the 
patient's system from absorbing additional contaminants, and it protects medical persomiel 
treating the patient and other patients from contamination. 

JP3-10.1 
JP 3-11 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Base Defense 
Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 
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DEFENSE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

",o~PW#~~~#i'i)~i~~;~~dng-haul ~~i~:·~aia1 ~~1t~~~~,\~~~r$Yf~tiW~fiA1l 
•. :inctu.a~$th~'DefenseDataNetwork,.Qefeg~Sa~et.I~~·,E~mrn~litl!~ti9f1sSY~t~ffi,·;:.:·:i 
:··:·•·!:~-~~::~~t:~~a:·-~~~tch9d:·Network. -~~~;~:~~~~~·.qg~~~~~:ttJ:l'J;j~;:;.;f,}~l~:,.~ti·:•;!.),::;.;,;~:·l~.:~~~:lff~Q~{:~:. 

The Defense Communications System (DCS) is a composite of specific Department of 
Defense (DOD) communications systems and networks under the managerial control and 
operational directions of Defense Information Systems Agency. DCS provides the long­
haul, point-to-point, and switched network telecommunications services needed to satisfy 
command and control requirements of DOD and those civil agencies directly concerned with 
national security or other critical emergency requirements. · 

Related Terms 
Defense Data Network; Defense Switched Network 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07.4 Joint Counterdrug Operations 

DEFENSE INFORMATION SYSTEMS NETWORK 

General. The Defense Information Systems Network (DISN) is a composite of certain 
Department of Defense (DOD) information systems and networks under the management 
control and command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems operational 
direction of Defense Information Systems Agency (DISA). The DISN is a significant effort 
that has been undertaken by DOD to transform the way information is developed, used, and 
shared. This includes modifications to the existing Defense Communications System (DCS) 
to establish a defense information infrastructure, the Corporate Information Management 
initiative, programs to implement the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) Command, 
Control, Communications, Computers, And Intelligence For The Warrior concept, and the 
integration of advanced technology demonstrations conducted under the global grid initiative. 
DISN will ultimately subsume or replace most Service- and Agency-unique stovepipe networks 
and systems. 

Objective. The existing DCS provides the long haul, point-to-point, and switched network 
telecommunications needed to satisfy the command and control (C2) requirements of DOD 

. and civil agencies directly concerned with national security or other critical emergency 
requirements. DCS facilities are employed in support of C2; operations; intelligence; weather; 
logistic; and administrative functions. The objective of the DCS is to organize the complex 
of DOD communications networks, equipment, control centers, and resources to provide an 
effective, responsive, survivable worldwide communications system. The system provides 
maximum security consistent with threat, cost effectiveness, and acceptable risk factors and 
makes use of any DCS circuitry available at a given time for fulfilling the priority needs of 
the users. 

Architecture. The DISN architecture (see figure below) prescribes a global network 
integrating existing DCS assets; military satellite communications; commercial satellite 
communications initiatives; leased telecommunications services; as well as the dedicated 
worldwide enterprise-level telecommunications infrastructure that provides the interoperable 
transport for the end-to-end transfer of information in support of military operatio~s. 
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DEFENSE INFORMATION SYSTEMS NETWORK 

Command Relationships. DirectorsofDISA field organizations and Service component 
commanders will be responsive to the operational needs of the combatant commanders, who 
exercise combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) over the Service component 
operating elements of the DISN. This authority is normally exercised through the Service 
component commanders. 

In accordance with DOD Directive 5105.19, "Defense Information Systems Agency 
(DISA)," DISA field organizations, under the command of the Director, DISA, exercise 
operational direction (the authoritative direction necessary to ensure the effective operation 
of the DISN) over the DISN operating elements. 
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DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

If a major emergency necessjtates the use of all available forces, the combatant commanders 
have COCOM over the Service component operating elements of the DISN. In exercising 
this authority, the combatant commanders will be cognizantofDISN support to the National 
Command Authorities, DOD agencies, and other combatant commanders and will preserve 
DISN integrity and standards to the maximum possible extent. 

Operating elements of the DISN are. subject to authoritative direction from different sources. 
To avoid conflicting direction, the combatant commanders will normally express their DISN 
operational requirements to the senior DISN field organization serving their areas of 
responsibility. 

Planning DISN and Non-DISN (Tactical) C4 Systems Interfaces. Requirements for 
interface between the DISN and tactical C4 systems occur at various organizational levels 
and include DISN switched networks, C2 and support networks, and transmission capabilities 
ranging from a few circuits to many. 

The combatant commanders designate where, when, and how DISN and non-DISN C4 
systems interface. In the preparation of plans, commanders should ensure that these points, 
and those facilities for which interface capability is required, are identified and that operational 
interface requirements are established. Normally, interface will occur at the headquarters of 
the commanders of component commands, at the headquarters of other elements directly 
controlled by the combatant commander, or at designated area communications nodes. 
Additional interface points may be specified by the CJCS. 

When the combatant commander determines that the extension of the DISN is appropriate, 
the combatant commander may designate certain operational tactical C4 facilities to replace 
DISN facilities or make other appropriate temporary arrangements until DISN facilities can 
be provided. · 

Related Terms 
command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

The Director of the DefenselntelligenceAgency has severalresponsibilitiesincludingthe 
following: 

• Ensures that expeditious, tailored, all-source intelligence collection, production, and 
dissemination support is provided to Department of Defense (DOD) entities. This support 
includes selected intelligence planning, programming, and policy in support of 
conventional, special, and nuclear operations; collection and collection management 
support; and analysis for strategic warning, order of battle, threat, scientific and t~hnical, 
current, estimative, counterintelligence, and target intelligence. 

• Establishes standards of capability and interoperabilityfor Joint and Service intelligence 
activities. 

• Responsible for coordinating planning and programming of intelligence resources, 
including those for selected automated data processing systems, telecommunications, 
and survivability. 

• · Reviews proposed DOD intelligence programs to ensure interoperability and satisfaction 
of requirements. 
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DEFENSE PLANNING GUIDANCE 

• Provides DOD management of collection activities (e.g., human, imagery, and 
measurement and signature intelligence) .. 

• Plans and develops implementing instructions for provision of intelligence support to 
joint organizations across the range of military operations with emphasis on special 
operations, crisis response, and war. 

• When authorized during crises and wartime, communicates directly with any military 
intelligence entity for the purpose of assembling, validating, and prioritizing intelligence 
collection and production requirements; tasking collection assets; processing intelligence 
and. information; disseminating intelligence data; and ensuring that intelligence is also 
provided through the chain of command. 

• Ensures that intelligence entities of combatant commands and subordinate joint forces 
are fully informed regarding the actual all-source national and Service unique intelligence 

. capabilities to prevent unnecessary duplicative tasking of intelligence resources and to 
ensure that they are aware of when new capabilities are projected to become available 
for planning or operational support. 

• ldentifie~ critical intelligence needs of departmental and national users that must be 
satisfied in a timely manner by operational forces. 

• Provides intelligence support for joint exercises. 
Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 . Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

DEFENSE PLANNING GUIDANCE 

· · · . ·- · ~<:·f~::~-:~t~::~;::;?;~~;~~~~~:-~~F)~::::?:-::~/p~i~r1f~;~~-;.:.:::r;~~:~~;~~~;_\~i~?~~~;:..~::~: 
.This document, issued by the Secretary of DefE3n~e/~>,r(>;yiq~~"qil)gHy;j~ryq9.J,~!t:![ 
the form of goals, priorities, and objectives, inclu(ijng-~~~H<#>P.~~~;f,l!~'f:l9ftH~iH:1 
development of the Program Objective Memorancj_lirns~t~~\~:tn,~~::.M.II.ifar}i(i,J: 

. Departments and Defense agencies. Also can~::~;~~:·i}~·'J'[.r~J.~~~lt~i~,~~f~~I~~:~~\Jt~~~i.~t.~g~1i·} 
The Defense Planning Guidance (DPG) furnishes the Secretary of Defense's programming 

and fiscal guidance to the Mili~ary Departments for development of department Program 
Objective Memorandums for the defense planning period. The DPG includes major planning 
issues and decisions, strategy and pol icy, strategic elements, the Secretary's program planning 
objectives, the Defense Planning Estimate, the Illustrative Planning Scenarios, and a series of 
studies. The DPG is a major link between Joint Strategic Planning System and the Planning; 
Programming, and Budgeting System. 

Related Terms 
Joint Strategic Planning System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY 

The delegation of authority commensurate with responsibility is a necessary part of building 
trust and teamwork. Oversupervisiondisrupts teamwork. Military history demonstrates that 
delegation unleashes the best efforts and greatest initiative among all members of military 
teams. Delegation is especially important in joint warfare where Service expertise is the 
essential building block . 

. ~i~::::::,:::::~::::::::::~='''lii!li 
· .. ·· · · . ·. . · · .· ·····.. durin· ·~o···ratlon:;.DESERT:'STORM@~: 

· · · · · · .. · .. ,: ... _·. ,_.
9
._; __ ';_-_,,:f ••• ~.r.-.r~ .. :::.-~.' .. '.:_:.' ... ·.,.:~ .... _t.·.~.:.~.-.l.~.-.··.:_:_::.:.,: .. ,~.::_,_:_,_; __ :_:::::::: ::;::· .":;~:, ,:' ,... <<AH· : · , ,. ._. .. .. ... ~ ~·· ~ ... ~- "' .::;.:: .. ;l:).;~::.;~.>.;:~;~:~~:~;:~:i~j ::.<::~~:c:.:.::"::: ··. · 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPl Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

DELIBERATE PLANNING 

· · · · · · · ·. --~:·::_(::?:)J~:?~f~:-:e;\{r;~u;~~:-~~~I~f~/\ft):~:~!~~r~n~~\~:F!-~?-~f?f~~~tn:::it 
1. The Joint Operation Planning and Execution Sy~tan;· prq¢essJt1V,O,IyirigJpEf,'.::.: 
development of joint operation plans for contingenc:ie~ laentifi~tii~Jqifjt~~~t~gip;·[ji? 
planning documents.· ·Conducted principally in peace,tin;~·;f~~.li~$~t~;pl~i1n.i!'lg.:i6 
is accomplished in prescribed cycles that complein~n~:o!hel'·r>eii~i:trn~htc)f[~:'' 
Defense planning cycles in accordance with the:·torinauy,~~tci.~ll~hed~~oi[l!~'.(: 
Strategic Planning System. 2. A planning proce_s~ ·fc)r/th~· C:J~pl()yrp~nti,a.~~}::J~·: 
employment of apportioned forces and resources thE!f,oc¢drs:lpjj~~ppr1set'tp:~·~;::: 
hypothetical situation. Deliberate planners rely heayilypn ~$S~~,pti9ri~f~g~idigg_,k: 
the circumstances that will exist when the plan i~ ~¥~itlf~~;iU:·,,·, ::·.];:::fM:fK}':~,Th-:t1;2.~~j~L! 

Deliberate planning prepares for a possible contingency based upon the best available 
information and using forces and resources apportioned for deliberate planning by the Joint 
Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP). It relies heavily on assumptions regarding the political 
and military circumstances that will exist when the plan is implemented. Deliberate planning 
is conducted principally jn peacetime to develop joint operation plans for contingencies 
identified in strategic planning documents. It is accomplished in prescribed cycles that 
complement other Department of Defense (DOD) planning systems and is performed in 
accordance with formally established procedures. Deliberate planning is a highly structured 
process that engages the commanders and staffs of.the entire Joint Planning and Execution 
Coriununity (JPEC) in the methodical development of fully coordinated, complex planning 
for all contingencies and the transition to and from war. Plans developed during deliberate 
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DELIBERATE PLANNING 

planning provide a foundation for and ease the transition to crisis resolution. Work performed 
during the deliberate planning process allows the JPEC to develop the processes, procedures, 
and planning expertise that are critically needed during crisis action planning. 

;~f~;:,~,/tY!n~~":~2;~~~:(hlr:~~~~,J/·;;~~,·~~J01c~~·~);f1;~~~;~iit?~i/llhh~f/d;~;rJI·~~~;·._:!~~··!t' 
. :. ·archlves····should contain the histiirical~details"·at:thiFpast and all·statisticat; .. 

geogf{lphical, topographical, and_ strategic treatisS.~:an_d_R.apf{~ for !ttl! present and 
::r:tu~ure~'7)':,')<' '· · ·' · ·,·: . .:···· ·· ·····::~···"·r::;•·:,,?>)~/;;> .... ·,·->~'":~;>: :::.;,>r~r' 

··. :· ··:··· 'i ' · · . .··••···• : .J~JIIinl: gfiiE~f;~~i: ~ ~~''j;~~.~~~{;~~~{ •• 
The process for joint operation planning begins when a requirement is identified and 

continues until the requirement no longer exists. Deliberate planning is performed in a 
continuous cycle that complements and supports other DOD planning cycles~ A new deliberate 
plan usually begins with the publication of a change to the JSCP. The deliberate plarining 
cycle usually begins with the publication of a new JSCP. In coordination with the JPEC, the 
Joint Staff develops and issues a planning schedule that coordinates plan development activities 
and established submission dates for joint operation plans (OPLANs). As seen in the first 
figure below, deliberate planning is accomplished in. five phases: initiation, concept 
development, plan development, plan review, and supporting plans. 

Initiation. Planning tasks are assigned to supported commanders, forces and resources 
are apportioned, and planning guidance is issued during this phase. The JSCP links the Joint 
Strategic Planning System to joint operation planning, identifies broad scenarios for plan 
development, specifies the type of plan required (i.e., OPLANs, OPLANs in concept format 
(with or without time-phased force c¥td deployment data (TPFDD) or functional pl~s) and 
provides additional planning guidance as necessary. A combatant commander may also 
initiate deliberate planning by preparing plans not specifically assigned but considered 
necessary to discharge command responsibilities. 

Concept Development. The concept development phase of deliberate planning is 
accomplished by the supported commander responsible for developing the plan. Concept 
development follows six steps: mission analysis, planning guidance develc;>pment, staff 
estimates, commander's estimate, commander of a combatant command's (CINC' s) Strategic 
Concept, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) review. (See second figure below.) 
The assigned task is analyzed, a mission statement is developed, and planning guidance is 
prepared and issued to the staff as well as subordinate and supporting commands in step one. 
During step two, alternative course of actions (CO As) are developed and distributed for staff 
estimates of supportability to be completed in step three. In step four, alternative CO As are 
war-gamed, analyzed, and compared to produce a commander's estimate containing the 
commander's decision on the preferred COA. The selected COA is then expanded into the 
CINC's Strategic Concept that is submitted to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff for 
review and approval. When approved, the CINC's Strategic Concept provides the basis for 
plan development. 

Plan Development. A CJCS-approved concept of operations is expanded into a complete 
OPLAN during the plan development phase of deliberate planning. Plan development is 
accomplished by a designated supported commander, normally a combatant commander, 
with the assistance of supporting and subordinate commanders. The supported commander 
guides the plan development process by publishing a Letter of Instruction (LOI) to coordinate 
the activities of the commands and agencies involved. Eight steps can be identified in the 
plan development phase as shown in the third figure below. These eight steps provide a 
logical planning structure within· which the forces and resources required to execute the 
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concept of operations are progressively identified, sequenced, and coupled with transportation 
capabilities to produce a feasible OPLAN. This phase of deliberate planning is heavily 
dependent on the Joint Operation Planning and Execution System (JOPES) automated data 
processing to produce the TPFDD. 

One of the most time-consuming and intensively managed aspects of plan develop~entis 
constructing the OPLAN TPFDD. A TPFDD is the computer-supporteddata base portion of 
an OPLAN, necessary to complete Appendix 1 to Annex A of the OPLAN. (See third figure 
below.) The supported commander provides TPFDD development guidance and milestones 
to the JPEC through a TPFDD LOI. 

TPFDQ Refinement. TPFDD development involves the sequential development and 
refinement of forces, logistics, and transportation data in a process collectively termed TPFDD 
refinement. A TPFDD normally contains assigned, augmentation, and supporting forces 
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with accompanying supplies: As TPFDD refinement progresses, an estimate of resupply and 
personnel requirements to sustain the force based on consumption factors, computer modeling, · 
and past experience is added. In addition. a fully refined TPFDD must be made transportation 
feasible. Therefore, United States Transportation Command (US1RANSCOM)plays a key 
role in the refinement process by hosting and coordinating refinement conferences and assessing 
transportation feasibility. 

Forces refinement is conducted in coordination with supported and supporting commanders, 
Services, the Joint Staff and other suppprting agencies to confirm that forces are sourced and 
tailored within JSCP guidance and to assess the adequacy of the combat support and combat 
service support sourced by the Services. US1RANSCOM provides sealift and airlift capability 
estimates based on lift apportionment throughout the process to ensure transportation feasibility. 
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Logistic refinement is conducted primarily by the Services, the Defense Logistics Agency, 
and S~rvice component commanders under the overall direction of the supported commander. 
Logistic refinement confirms the sourcing of logistic requirements in accordance with JSCP 
guidance and assesses the adequacy of resources provided through support planning. 
USTRANSCOM coordinates on logistic planning matters and hosts conferences dedicated 
to logistic planning and refinement. · 

Transportation refinement simulates the planned movement resources to ensure that the 
plan is transportation feasible. USTRANsc;oM uses computer simulation to determine 
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TIME~PHASED FORCE AND .. DEPLOY.MENT-:DATA . 
,, .. , 

A computer data base 

Construction requires intensive planner data 
manipulation using JOPES automated data 
processing tools 

Transportation oriented 
Priority and sequencing of deploying forces 
Deployment routing of forces 
Detailed cargo descriptions 
Passenger data 

When generated, contains resupply cargo and 
personnel planning data 

transportation feasibility. In tum, the supported commander adjusts TPFDDrequirementsas · 
necessary to remain within lift capability. 
. Following TPFDD refinement. the supported commander completes the documentation of 
the plan and coordinates distribution of the TPFDD within theJOPES network as appropriate. 
The supported CINC then submits the OPLAN with the TPFDD file to the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff for review. 

At the end of the OPLAN development cycle, or biennially during periods of extended 
maintenance cycles, the Joint Staff will host a sustainability conference to review current 
LSA issues. The review will convert any operationallogisticdeficienciesinto programming 
requirements. 

Plan Review. In the plan review phase of deliberate planning, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff conducts a final review of OPLANs submitted by the supported commander. 
The Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the other members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, Services, and Defense agencies, assesses and validates joint OPLANs 
prepared by supported commanders using the criteria of adequacy, feasibility, acceptability, 
and compliance with joint doctrine. It is a formal process that evalua~es the entire plan, 
including TPFDD and other computer-supported data files, to detennine whether taskings 
have been met and whether resources have been used effectively within the constraints of 
JSCP apportionment guidance. The review also identifies unresolved shortfalls in force and 
resource capabilities. Upon completion of the review, the supported commander is informed 
that the plan is approved or disapproved for reasons stated. Plans that contain critical shortfalls 
that are beyond the supported commander's ability to resolve will be approved with these 
short-falls identified. In such cases, the supported commander will be provided with guidance 

· regarding specific actions planned or programmed to redress the shortfalls. Approved plans 
remain so until superseded or canceled. Upon notification that a plan has been approved, the 
supported commander incorporates CJCS-directed changes and directs the completion of 
supporting plans by supporting and subordinate commanders. 
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Supporting Plans. During this final phase of the deliberate planning process, the supported 
commander directs the completion and submission of supporting plans to the CJCS-approved 
OPLAN. These plans focus on the mobilization, deployment, employment, sustainment, and 
redeployment of forces and resources in support of the concept described in the supported 
commander's approved plan. Supporting plans are developed concurrently with operation 
plans and are·required to be submitted to the supported commander within 60 days of the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff's plan approval. The plans are developed by component 
commanders, subordinate joint force commanders, supporting commanders, and other agencies 
as directed by the supported commander. The review and approval of supporting plans is the 
responsibility of the commander they support. However, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff may be requested to resolve critical issues that arise during the review of supporting 
plans, and the Joint Staff may coordinate the review of any supporting plans on behalf of the 
Chairman and the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff should circumstances so warrant. 
Employment planning is normally accomplished by the subordinate commands that will 
direct the forces ifthe plan is executed. It may be delayed when the politico-military situation 
cannot be clearly forecast or it may be excluded from supporting plans if employment is to be 
planned and executed within an alliance or treaty framework. 

Related Terms 
crisis action planning; Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP.5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

DEMOBILIZATION 

The ·process of transitioning a conflict or \V~:~i~~~ti:!Ut~:~,[~~~:~§:j~~:~l~4~ftt!~~~~~f~' 
defense-based civilian economy to a peacetime 
national security and economic vitality. ·., · -···'··'"···,-=· 

General. Demobilization is the process of transitioning from a crisis situation or from a 
wartime military establishment and defense-based, economy to a peacetime configuration 
while maintaining national security and economic vitality. It involves more than releasing 
personnel from active duty, deactivating units, and reorganizing the reserve component (RC). 
Although these activities drive the process, capability or capacity in the other resource areas 
must be reduced and reorganized at the same time. As in mobilization, activities in each 
resource area during demobilization will affect each of the others. For this reason, close 
coordination between resource area proponents is just as important during demobilization as 
it is during mobilization. 

From a nati_ortal perspective, the results of a successful demobilization process should put 
the US in a position to respond to future challenges to our national security. Policies would 
be established to regulate the pace of demobilization and retain the military capability required 
to ensure postconflict national security commitments during the transition to a peacetime 
environment. The armed forces would eventually be returned to their precrisis structure by 
releasing RC units from active duty. The size of the total force, as well as the size of the 
active component (AC), RC, and civilian components could also be changed as a result of the 
crisis, but any such force structure changes are not inherent to the demobilization process. 
Industrial base and other civil sector resources mobilized during the conflict would be released 
to fuel the postconflict national economy. 
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The scope of demobilization will vary according to the extent of the preceding mobilization. 
The scope of mobilization can range from relatively brief use of a f~w volunteer reservists to 
a protracted force and resource expansion well beyond the original peacetime levels. (See 
figure below.) Demobilization of volunteers following Operation URGENT FURY in Grenada 
and the massive demobilization following World War IT are examples of the range of the 
demobiliZation activities. Demobilization planners and decision makers, therefore, could be 
challenged anywhere within these extremes. The demobilization guidelines provided below 
provide guidance for planners throughout this spectrum. 

From a joint military perspective, demobilization plans should reflect the postconflict 
missions of supported commanders and be synchronized with plans for battlefield recovery 
and redeployment operations. Department of Defense (DOD) policies for the release of 
reservists and RC units ordered to active duty should first reflect military requirements and 
then considerations of equity and fairness for military personnel and their families. The 
demobilization personnel management programs .of the Military Departments will be 
challenged to facilitate the return of Service members and their families to civilian life and 
will need to provide transition assistance as members reenter an economy that could be 
depressed because of economic conditions brought on by the crisis; National Guard and 
Reserve units and members ordered to active duty to augment the AC will, consistent with 
operational requirements, receive priority for redeployment. They will be released from 
active duty as expeditiously as possible. 

Demobilization Planning Guidelines. Study of the demobilizations following the two 
World Wars and the Gulf War provide valuable lessons for today's demobilization planners 
and have been distilled into the following guidelines for demobilization planning and execution. 
(See second figure below.) 
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DEMO B I LIZ,ATI 0 N, P bAN N I NG~G lt.ll I:!>E 1.:11 N ES--
... ~ ' > ( ·~ '--~ .... ,. .... ~ • .,.,..,.,.~~~---

Mission First 

Begin Planning Early 

Understand Possible Consequences 

Coordinate and Communicate Plans and Policies 

Mission First. Demobilization plans must supp6rt the postconflict mission as it evolves. 
The supported commander's immediate postwar priorities should come frrst. As the transition 
to a peacetime state proceeds, long-range national security objectives should drive 
demobilization activities to ensure the armed forces are prepared for the next crisis. 

Begin Planning Early. Ideally, demobilization planning should begin SOOJ1 after mobilization 
commences. 

Understand Possible Consequences. The proposed demobilization policies should inch.lde 
consideration of the following: joint force readiness; the health of the national economy; 
morale of and benefits for Service members and DOD civilian employees and their families. 

Coordinate and Communicate Plans and Policies. The demobilization policies and 
procedures that worked best in the past were those that had been developed and coordinated 
by interested personnel and agencies both within and outside the DOD. Public information 
programs that explained demobilization policies helped gain and maintain public support. 

Planning Considerations. Demobilizing the armed forces could be a relatively 
straightforward return of mobilized RC units and individuals to their former status. It could 
also be a broader process including measures such as deacti vationof units, rapid discharge of 
individuals, and a major reorganization of the RC, which might be necessary after a long war. 
Similarly, demobilization of the defense industry could range from an almost total reconversion 
of a defense-oriented industrial base to a simple reduction in the output of a few providers 
who surged production to meet the near-term demands of a short-lived crisis. (See figure 
below.) 

Recovery activities must also be planned along with demobilization. These include activities 
for restoring force readiness and controlling the. rate of industrial base conversion to avoid 
disrupting the national economy. As manpower is being released from the Services and 
industrial production is being cut back. the Services must retain or replace skilled manpower 
required to restore readiness and replenish war reserves. and other stocks to be prepared for 
the next crisis. 

Demobilization planning is accomplished at two levels. At the national level, National 
Command Authorities (NCA) must decide on the rate of demobilization and the size and 
composition of the postconflict force structure and its resource base. These national-level 
decisions drive demobilization planning and resource requests at the theater and supporting 
levels. They also guide the postconflict activities of the supported and suppOrting commanders. 
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Transportation 

Facilities 

Industrial Base 

Training Base 

Health Service 
Support 

Communications 
Support 

Host-Nation Support 

Environment 

Legal Authorities 

Funding 

DEMOBILIZATION 

ACTION 

Strategic airlift and sealift assets are deactivated or returned to the 
Resei'Ve Component or to the private sector. 

Buildings are closed, sold, or returned to the private sector or host 
nation. Staffing is reduced. Contracts for services and utilities are 
reduced or terminated. 

Contracts are reduced in scope or terminated. Production capacity 
is laid-away or converted to commercial use. 

Capacity is reduced by closing training centers or reducing staffs 
and other resources to provide capacity based on future demands. 

r 
M cal System or the OVA- Contingency Plan are released 
when no longer required. Medical force structure is deactivated or 
returned to a reserve status. Contracts with nongovernment and 
host-nation providers are terminated .. 

National and joint assets are redeployed. Leased capacity and 
equipment from commercial sources are reduced in scope or 
terminated. 

Agreements and contracts with host governments or commercial 
providers are renegotiated or terminated. 

Military Departments and Defense agencies act to meet 
environmental standards and regulations with cleanup and other 
appropriate activities. 

The President informs the Congress when legal authorities 
invoked for the crisis are no longer needed and are revoked or 
rescinded. 

Funding required for demobilization and recovery activities is 
provided in accordance with established peacetime procedures. 

The key to military demobilization is the supported commander. The commander's mission 
and requirements should take precedence over all others. Other general planning factors 
should include the following: . 

• The situation and requirements in other theaters. the NCA, with the advice of the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. should establish a priority of support. 

• Future missions in the theater. 
• Availability of strategic lift for redeployment. 
• Continental US reception and processing capacities for manpower and materiel. 

mobilization 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 
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DENTAL SERVICES SUPPORT 

General. The Health Service Support (HSS) dental service is a major contributor to 
maintaining unit fighting strength. Joint operation planning must include consideration of 
the various roles of dental services. H-istorical review i.ndicates that dental problems cause. as · 
much as eight percent of a unit's noncombat casualty losses. 

The planning process includes an evaluation of the size and anticipated duration of the 
operation, along with the levels of dental care, as shown in the figure below, required throughout 
the operation. 

Levels of Dental Care 
• Level I - Emergency Dental Care.. Austere treatment of dental emergencies that 

immediately. return troops to duty. This minimal level of care does not require dental 
facilities. 

• Level II-Sustaining Dental Care. Expedient dental treatment that intercepts potential 
emergencies to minimize troop loss to units in combat operations. This level of care is 
essential to the preservation of fighting strength early in the conflict, which is usually 
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provided in combat serVice support areas adjacent to Echelon IT medical support Planners 
can include dental personnel to augment medical units during periods of mass casualty 
(MASCALs) reception. 

• Level ill-Maintaining Dental Care. Definitive treatment to prevent and treat dental 
and oral conditions early enough to preserve satisfactory oral health. This level of care 
is necessary when planning HSS for lengthy military operations. 

• Level IV -Comprehensive Care. Treatment to restore an individual to optimal oral 
health, functions, and esthetics. Comprehensive dental care may be achieved incidental 
to maintaining, sustaining, and providing emergency care in individuals whose oral 
condition is healthy enough to be addressed by the levels of care provided. This level of 
care is usually reserved for HSS plans that anticipate an extensive period of reception 
and training in theater. The scope of facilities needed to provide this level of detail 
support can equal that of Echelon Ill medical facilities. 

Deliberate planning for dental services must include the potential for augmenting the medical · 
·effort during MASCALs. Joint planning requires a statement specifically excluding dental 
services, if dee~ed appropriate. Joint operations of limited size or duration may limit dental 
services to predeployment screening, which eliminates planning for·deployment of dental 
personnel and equipment. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joi~t Operations 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MASTER MOBILIZATION GUIDE 

Basic guidance to direct and coordinate mobilization planning within the Department of 
Defense (DOD) is contained in the DOD Master Mobilization Guide (MMG), which 
implements DOD responsibilities under the National Security Council national security 
emergency preparedness policy. The MMG is the first level of mobilization planning. If 
identifies mobilization responsibilities for DOD components and describes the tasks to be 
performed in peacetime and at the time of mobilization. It provides a common foundation for 
the preparation of detailed mobilization plans by the Joint Staff, Military Departments, and 
Defense agencies. · 

Related Terms 

JP4-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

DEPLOYMENT .PLANNING 

Operational planning directed toward the~m~o~v~e!.iiiiilillll resources from their original locations to a · · 
the joint operations contemplated in a given: 

. from· origin or home station through desti 
. continental United States, intertheater, and 
. areas, and holding areas. 
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Deployment planning is the responsibility of the supported combatant commanders in 
close coordination with the US Transportation Command. Deployment planning is planning 
to move forces and their sustainment resources from their original locations to a specific 
operational area to conduct joint operations outlined in a given plan. It involves planning for 
the continental United States, intertheater(strategic), and intratheatermovement of forces 
and the required resources to sustain them. Strategic deployment planning focuses on the 
intertheatermovementof forces and resources using national, allied and coalition strategic 
deployment capabilities. 

Deployment planning is more deliberate and methodical than employment planning and 
lends itself better to automated data processing support. Logistic planners must avoid focusing 
solely on the deployment requirements at the expense of sustaining the employment concept 
of the campaign. Detailed logistic planning for employment is equally important and should 
neither be neglected nor delayed until deployment plans are completed. Only by thorough 
and concurrent consideration of both deploy merit and employment facets of the campaign or 
operation will planners be able to construct adequate logistic plans. 

Related Terms 
employment planning; joint operation planning; redeployment planning 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations· 

DETERRENCE 

The prevention from action by fear of the con~~~~~~lmJii@JB~l,~l~~~~j 
of mind. brought about by the existenc:e of a cr:E3t:J.it),le,mir~~t19fW:uoa@p_~~9.t~;f;j 
oounteraction. ·;. ... ·: · : · :. ::<:-':r-_:;~~~tt~:J11rJ~~~,;i~t~ii;::~Jt: ,~~'~,'1::*?2,.(t;·: 

The political leadership of an opposing nation is the central objective of deterrence, because 
that is where the ultimate decision to use military force lies. Deterrence of a large-scale 
attack (either weapons of mass destruction {W1vll)) or conventional) requires that US forces 
and command and control systems be viewed by enemy leadership as capable of inflicting 
such damage upon their military forces and means of support, or upon their country, as to 
effectively deny them the military option. Deterrence of the employment of enemy WMD, 
whether it be nuclear, biological, or chemical,requires that the enemy leadership believes the 
US has both the ability and will to respond promptly and with selective responses that are 
credible (commensurate with the scale or scope of enemy attacks and the nature of US interests 
at stake) and militarily effective. Any deterrence assumes an opposing nation's political 
leadership will act according to the logic of national self-interest, although this self-interest 
will be viewed through differing cultural perspectives and the dictates of given situations.· 

Although nations possessing W1viD have largely refrained from using them, their continuing 
proliferation along with the means to deliver them increases the possibility that someday a 
nation may, through miscalculation or by deliberate choice, employ those weapons. This 
assumption does not rule out the possibility that an opponent may be willing to risk destruction 
or disproportionate losses in 'following a course of action based on perceived necessity, whether 
rational or notin a totally objective sense. In such cases, deterrence, even based on the threat 
of massive destruction, may fail. 

Deterrence is founded in real force capabilities and the national determination to use those 
forces if necessary. ·To have a credible effect on an adversary, US military forces must be 
capable of achieving US national objectives throughout the range of military operations. 
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Capabilities must range from nation building or civil-military operations through direct denial 
of military objectives and conventional defeat of enemy forces to the full-scaledestruction of 
enemy warmaking and economic infrastructures, while minimizing the enemy's ability to 
retaliate. These capabilities require maintaining a diverse mix of conventional forces capable 
of high-intensity,sustained, and coordinated air, land, sea, and special operations; survivable 
and capable nuclear forces; and the command, control, communications, and computer systems 
required to control these forces. The mix of these forces must be capable of holding at risk 
those assets most valued by enemy leaders and providing a range of options in response to 
attack. It is possible, however, that an adversary may misperceive or purposefully ignore a 
credible threat. Therefore, should deterrence fail, forces of all types (both conventional and 
nuclear) must be structured, deployed, and ready to provide a variety of options designed to· 
control escalation and terminate the conflict on terms favorable to the US and its allies. 

JP 3-12 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Nuclear Operations 

DIMENSIONAL SUPERIORITY 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) will normally seek to secure air and maritime superiority 
early in the conduct of joint operations. Air and maritime superiority enable and enhance 

· joint operations in all dimensions. Although air and maritime superiority are not ends in 
themselves, history shows that control of the sea and/or the air has been a pivotal wartime 
factor. World War IT's Operation POINT BLANK established air superiority, which was 
considered a prerequisite for Operation OVERLORD. The Navy component commander or 
joint force maritime component commander is normally the supported commander for sea 
control operations, and the joint force air component commander is normally the supported 
commander for counterair operations. 

Superiority battles are not limited to the air and maritime environments. JFCs seek to 
achieve superiority immediately in command, control, communications, computers, and 
intelligence- space control is a necessary precursor to this superiority. They seek to lay 
open the enemy's intentions, capabilities, and actions to observation and assessment, while 
simultaneously depriving the enemy of similar information about the friendly force and 
deceiving the enemy as to the veracity of the information obtained about the friendly force. 

As another example of seeking early superiority before close combat, land commanders 
may seek to first achieve counterbattery or indirect fire superiority, thereby enhancing 
protection oftheir forces. Additionally,JFCs can seek to achieve a mobility differential by 
selectively attacking key enemy forces and transportation networks to degrade enemy 
maneuver. 

operational art 

JP 3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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DIRECT ACTION 

In the conduct of direct action (DA) operations, special operations forces may employ raid, 
ambush, or direct assault tactics~ emplace munitions and other devices; conduct standoff 
attacks by fire from air, ground, or maritime platforms~ provide terminal guidance for precision­
guided munitions~ and conduct independent sabotage. 

DA operations are normally limited in scope and duration and usually incorporate a planned 
withdrawal from the immediate objective area. Special operation forces (SOF) may conduct 
these missions unilaterally or in support of conventional operations. DA operations are 
designed to achieve specific, well-defined, and often time-sensitive results of strategic, 
operational, or critical tactical significance. They frequently occur beyond the reach oftactical 
weapon systems and selective strike capabilities of conventional forces. Operations typically 
involve attack on critical targets (materiel or personnel); interdiction of critical lines of 
communications or other target systems~ location, capture, or recovery of designated personnel 
or materiel; and seizure, destruction, or neutralization of critical facilities in support of 
conventional forces or in advance of their arrival. (See figure below.) 

DAis conducted by individuals and small units from team to multibattalionsize. Although 
normally thought of in terms of ground or maritime close-combat type operations, they also 
include standoff attacks by weapon systems either delivered or directed by SOF. Close 
combat tactics and techniques are employed when the target and mission require precise or 
discriminate application of force beyond the capability of other forces and weapon systems 
or when the mission requires recovery or capture of personnel or equipment. Standoff attacks 
are conducted in support of close combat actions or independently when the target can be 
sufficiently damaged or destroyed without the commitment of close-combat type forces. 

The methods for planning and conducting DA may be either deliberate or quick response. 
Deliberately planned missions are preferred. They capitalize on detailed intelligence, thorough 
planning, and meticulous rehearsal to enhance the probability of mission accomplishment. A 
combination of time available, nature of the target, and the operational environment are keys 
to determining if a mission can be prosecuted effectively. In response to crises, time-sensitive 
missions are conducted against perishable or fleeting target or to capitalize on narrow windows 
of enemy vulnerability. Because of limited planning and rehearsal time and usually incomplete 
intelligence due to significant time constraints, the probability of mission success is generally 
less than that for deliberate operations. 

DA missions to locate, recover, and restore to friendly control persons held captive, isolated, 
or threatenedin sensitive, denied, or contested areas may be conducted when the priority of 
the operation is sufficiently high to warrant planning and conducting a special operation. 
Special operations (SO) recovery missions differ from Service combat search and rescue 
(CSAR) operations. To respond in minimum time, Service CSAR forces usually rely on 
dedicated assets and established command and control nets that are often on alert. However, 
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SOF recovery missions are often characterized by detailed planning, rehearsal, and thorough 
intelligence analysis. They routinely employ unconventional tactics and techniques, 
clandestine search, indigenous assistance, and the frequent use of ground combat elements. 

DA missions may be conducted independently or within the context of larger conventional 
or unconventional operations or campaigns. They are conducted by Army special forces, 
Ranger, and Special Operations Aviation units; by Navy sea-air-land teams, special boat unit, 
and submerged delivery vehicle teams; and by Air Force SO gunships, vertical lift and fixed­
wing insertion and/or extraction aircraft, and special tactics units. 

JP 3-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

DIRECT ATTACK OF ENEMY STRATEGIC CENTERS OF GRAVITY 

As part of achieving decisive advantages early, joint force operations may be directed 
immediately against enemy centers of gravity. Where possible, specific operations may be 
conducted to directly attack strategic centers of gravity by air, missile, special operations, and 
other deep-ranging capabilities. When air operations constitute the bulk of the capability 
needed to directly attack enemy strategic centers of gravity or to conduct air superiority 
operations, joint force commanders will normally task joint force air component commanders, 
as supported commanders, to conduct such operations. 
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DIRECTIVE AUTHORITY FOR LOGISTICS 

There are several purposes to these attacks. They may in themselves be decisive .. If they 
are not, they begin the offensive operation throughout the enemy's depth that can cause 
paralysis and destroy cohesion. 

operational art 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

DIRECTIVE AUTHORITY FOR LOGISTICS 
• . . . . . . .• ·. -..~.',l':"<'<!'"'.',·,v-t' .•. ,_,._.,.,,':''0":;.:_.:.•.•.~.?··~-'· 

.. ·~:;:~;=:~t!~Bhe/l~is ':::i~C:i~~~i~~'~'~~~~,~~ 
General. Commanders of combatant commands may exercise directive authority for 

logistics (or delegate directive authority for a common support capability). The exercise of 
directive authority for logistics by a combatant commander includes the authority to issue 
directives to subordinate commanders, including peacetime measures, necessary to ensure 
the following: effective execution of approved operation plans; effectiveness and economy 
of operation; and prevention or elimination of unnecessary duplication of facilities and 
overlapping of functions among the Service component commands. 

A combatant commander's directive authority does not discontinue Service responsibility 
for logistic support, discourage coordination by consultation and agreement, or disrupt effective 
procedures, efficient utilization of facilities, or organization. 

Unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of Defense, the Military Departments and 
Services continue to have responsibility for the logistic and administrativesupportofService 
forces assigned or attached to joint ·commands, subject to the following guidance: 

• Under peacetime conditions, the scope of the logistic and administrative authority 
exercised by the commander of a combatant command will be consistent with the 
peacetime limitations imposed by legislation, Department of Defense policy or regulations, 

. budgetary considerations. local conditions, and other specific conditions prescribed by 
the Secretary of Defense or the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Where these 
factors preclude execution ·of a combatant commander's directive by component 
commanders, the comments and recommendations of the combatant commander, together 
with the comments of the component commander concerned, will normally be referred 
to the appropriate Military Department for consideration. If the matter is not resolved in 
a timely manner with the appropriate Military Department, it will be referred by the 
combatant commander, through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to the Secretary 
of Defense. 

• Under crisis action, wartime conditions or where critical situations make diversion of 
the normal logistic process necessary, the logistic and administrative authority of 
combatant commanders enable them to use all facilities and supplies of all forces assigned 
to their commands as necessary for the accompl.ishmentof their missions. Joint logistic 
doctrine and policy developed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff establishes 
wartime logistic support guidance that will assist the combatant commander in conducting 
successful joint operations. 
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• A combatant commander will exercise approval authority over Service logistic programs 
(base adjustments, force beddowns, and other aspects as appropriate) within the 
command's area of responsibility that will have significant effects on operational capability 
or sustainability. When the combatant commander does not concur with a proposed 
Service logistic program action and coordination between the combatant commander 
and the Chief of the Service fails to result in an arrangement suitable to all parties, the 
combatant commander may forward the issue through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff to the Secretary of Defense for resolution. 

· Related Terms 
combatant command (command authority) 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

DIRECT LIAISON AUTHORIZED 

:·. :;::·:·; :_::;-::_:;·.:.·(::/ .. :·:>. . · < ·=··. . . __ ::_:: =->~: .. :··. ·· . : ::--i .. ;.:;.~i:~; .. :::!~%?f.~::~r~~~:;{3?~:.}~~y~:~~\·:r~~F;!1.:T~rn~~&~f~t~~~~~:?;tJtn~~:)firt~-;;_:;rg~:;~ 
. Tt1~t.«:tllthqrity granted_by a commander (anflex~~l).·~p\~,[~4~9~9i,n~t~<~B~~~f~S!!Y:]t:, · 
· co'n.sutt or coordinate an action with a commari.dqr>a,gEjiJgY.WJt.~.i!i·Bt::P.~~i.9~r9.t?m: 
the granting command. Direct liaison authorizedi~;·rp§~:appliq~bie.to~:p:lab~irt~·:;:·~ 

· than- operations and al~ays carries with it·::t~~-~·~~qyJr~m~~j{;~tit~~:~B;m~',>m~J~~-' 
eommarider granting direct liaison authorized inf~rip~.:·.()ir~.l~~§p~t~~~ofi~Ei~:::.> 

· • :x:=:~n~~: ::=~~~iE\~~~ authori)~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ··· ~li~~~~ 
Direct Liaison Authorized (DIRLAUTH) is that authority granted by a commander (any 

level) to a subordinate to directly consult or coordinate ~m action with a command or agency 
within or outside of the granting command. DIRLAUTHis more applicable to planning than 
operations and always carries with it the requirement of keeping the commander granting 
DIRLA UTH informed. D IRLA UTH is a coordination relationship, not an authority through 
which command may be exercised. 

Related Terms 
administrative control; combatant command (command authority); coordinating authority; 
operational control; tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 ·Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

DIRECTOR OF MOBILITY FORCES 

A Director of Mobility Forces (DIRMOBFOR) may be established to assist in the 
coordination of airlift issues in the th·eater. The DIRMOBFOR will .normally be a senior 
officer who is familiar with the area of responsibility/jointoperations area and possesses an 
extensive background in airlift operations. The DIRMOBFOR may be sourced from the 
theater's organizations or be nominated from US Transportation Command or US Atlantic 
Command. When established. the DIRMOBFORserves as the designated agent for all airlift 
issues. The DIRMOBFOR exercises coordinating authority between the airlift control center, 
air mobility element-(AME). (or tactical air command center, if no AME is deployed), joint 
movement center. and the air operations center in order to expedite the resolution of airlift 
problems. The DIRMOBFOR ·s duties and authority will be as directed by the Air Force 
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component commander or joint force air component commander to satisfy the objectives of 
the joint force commander. 

4-01.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTfP for Airlift Support to Joint Operations 

DIRECT SUPPORT 

: :: -:· ::::<·-:·:. ~-:> :_::; :-··· . : .. -· _ · · : · · · · · -· · · . -~ ·: ... :. ·.·:·-;. · .. :··: .· :·: -::::>:~::.::(:.~:!·~:~~~~~~~:it}~::;-;\:~Yf~;~~~-~~:i!·<~1~;:~1~~~;~~y:(::_~::_:-s::r:~:~;:_:;~)·~~:-~::::/~·~::::~::~~:+( 
· :A:missioh requiring a ·torce to support another~pS.¢ifi,C:,'fp.tp~~~~~ ~tittjl()pzi[lg it:tq::::\: . 
. ·:!~?~~~~·-~:~!-e~ly th~· -~upp9rted torce;s :r~~-~e-~~::f~~~~~~ti~~~~;;.~~j;i,~;0_r1.:j;f:~.~,j)'~r~~~::~~;;1[~~! 

See support. 

DIRECT SUPPORT AIR CAPABILITIES/FORCES 

Only the joint force commander (JFC) has the authority to reassign, redirect, or reallocate 
a component's direct support air capabilities/forces. When a component does not have the 
organic air capabilities/forces to support their assigned mission, the joint force air component 
commander or JFC will task available joint air capabilities/forces (through the joint air tasking 
order (ATO)) based on the JFC's air apportionment decision. An understanding of what 
defines component direct·support air cap.abilities/forcesand joint air capabilities/forces is 
necessary. Component direct support air capabilities/forcesare those air capabilities/forces 
organic to a component that are used by the component to accomplish its assigned mission. 
When appropriate, they appear on the joint ATO for coordination and deconfliction purposes. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations · 

DISASTER RELIEF 

A significant number of humanitarian assistance programs involve disaster relief operations. 
The military can provide assistance to help ease the effects of natural disasters and manmade . 
events. Characteristics of Disaster Relief Assistance are as follows: 

• Health service support (HSS) assistance requires rapid assessment of the damage caused 
by the disaster and a rapid tailoring of an HSS element to meet the needs of the affected 
populace. The HSS element should have a wide range ~f specialties available to conduct 
an accurate assessment. 

• Preventive medicine plays a key role in the relief effort since natural disasters can disrupt 
the ecological balance, causing potential disease outbreaks. Measures to ensure sanitation 
and disease vector control" must be planned for and implemented as soon as possible. 

• The treatment rendered may be austere and possibly provided in rudimentary facilities. 
• The HSS response must be able to reach the disaster site rapidly, with the right mix of 

specialties, and be coordinated with concerned agencies. Coordination should be 
established, as appropriate, with the Director of Military Support; Federal Emergency· 
Management Agency; state and local office of emergency services; emergency medical 
systems; local US military medical treatment facilities and Department of Veterans Affairs 
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medical treatment facilities (including their role as coordinators of national disaster 
medical systems); and the Department of Health and Human Service's Public Health 
Service. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

DISCIPLINE 

General. The joint force commander (JFC) is responsible for the discipline and 
administration of military personnel assigned to the joint organization. In addition to the 
administration and disciplinary authority exercised by subordinate JFCs, a combatant 
commander may prescribe procedures by which the senior officer of a Service assigned to the 
headquarters element of a joint organization may exercise administrative and nonjudicial 
punishment authority over personnel of the same Service assigned to the same joint 
organization. 

Each Service component commander in a combatant command is primarily responsible 
for the internal administration and discipline of that Service's component forces, subject to 
Service regulations and directives established by the combatant commander. The JFC exercises 
disciplinary authority vested in the JFC by law, Service regulations, and superior authority in 
the chain of command. 

The JFC should normally exercise administrative and disCiplinary authority through the 
Service component commanders to the extent practicable. When this is impracticable, the 
JFC may establish joint agencies responsible directly to the JFC to advise or make 
recommendations on matters placed within their jurisdiction or, if necessary, to carry out the 
directives of a superior authority. A joint military police force is an example of such an 
agency. 

Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ). The UCMJ provides the basic law for 
discipline of the armed forces. The Manual for Courts-Martial (MCM), US (as amended), 
prescribes the rules and procedures governing military justice. Pursuant to the authority 
vested in the President under article 22(a), UCMJ, and in Rules for Courts-Martial (RCM) 
201 ( e)(2)(a) of the MCM, 1984, combatant commanders are given courts-martial jurisdiction 
over members of any of the armed forces. Pursuant to article 23(a)(6), UCMJ, subordinate 
JFCs of a detached command or unit have special courts-martial convening authority. Under 
RCM 201 ( e )(2)( c), combatant commanders may expressly authorize subordinate JFCs who 
are authorized to convene special and summary courts-martial to convene such courts-martial 
for the trial of members of other armed forces . 

. Rules and regulations implementing the UCMJ and MCM are, for the most part, of single­
Service origin. In a joint force, however, the JFC should publish rules and regulations that 
establish uniform policies applicable to all Services' personnel within the joint organization 
where appropriate. For example,joint rules and regulations should normally be published to 
cover hours and areas authorized for liberty, apprehension of Service personnel, black market 
and currency control regulations, and other matters that the JFC deems appropriate. 

Establishment of Joint Military Police. The JFC may establish joint police agencies to 
ensure consistent enforcement of military discipline within the joint commander's area of 
responsibility or joint operations area. Joint police agencies will normally include members 
of all Services constituting the joint force. Members of the joint police agency will be 
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authorized to apprehend personnel of any Service anywhere within the JFC's area of 
responsibility/jointoperations area, with due regard to host-nation law and applicable status­
of-forces agreements. Establishing a joint police agency does not relieve the Service component 
commander of responsibility for enforcing discipline on the military reservation or within the 
military jurisdiction under the component's exclusive control. Responsibility for areas of 
overlapping disciplinary authority will be specified by the JFC. 

Action of Joint Military Police. An offender apprehended by joint (or other than own 
· Service) military police (or shore patrol) will be turned over promptly to the offender's 

commanding officer, or prompt notice of custody will be sent to the offender's unit or Service 
authority. 

Trial and Punishment. 
Convening Courts-Martial. General courts-martial may be convened by the commander 

of a combatant command. An accused may be tried by a court-martial convened by a member 
of a different Military Service when the court-martial is convened by a JFC who has been 
specifically empowered by statute, the President~ the Secretary of Defense, or a superior 
commander under the provisions of the RCM, 201 ( e )(2) of the MCM, to refer such cases for 
trial by courts-martial. 

Nonjudicial Punishment. The JFC may impose nonjudicial punishment upon any military 
personnel of the command, unless such authority is limited or withheld by a superior 
commander. The JFC will use the regulations of the offender's Service when conducting 
nonjudicial punishment proceedings, including punishment, suspension, mitigation, and filing. 
Except as noted below, appeals and other actions involving review of nonjudicial punishment 
imposed by a JFC will follow the appropriate regulations of the offender's Service. When 
the co~batant commander personally imposes nonjudicial punishment, or is otherwise · 
disqualified from being the appellate authority, appeals will be forwarded to the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff for appropriate action by the Secretary of Defense or his designee. 
Collateral decisions and processing (e.g., personnel and finance actions and unfavorable 
notations in selection records and personnel files) will be handled in Service channels. 

Confinement. Personnel of any Service may be confined in the facilities of any of the 
Services while awaiting trial or the results of a trial if confinement is otherwise authorized by 
law. 

Execution of Punishment. Execution of any punishment adjudged or imposed within any 
Service may be carried out by another Service under regulations provided by the Secretaries 
of the Military Departments. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

DISCIPLINED OPERATIONS 

Joint forces operate in accordance with applicable rules of engagement (ROE), conduct 
warfare in compliance with international laws, and fight within restraints and constraints 
specified by superior commanders. Objectives are justified by military necessity and attained 
through appropriate and disciplined use of force. 

Exercising discipline in operations includes limiting collateral damage- the inadvertent 
or secondary damage occurring as a result of actions initiated by friendly or enemy forces. 
Joint force commanders (JFCs) apply the combat power necessary to ensure victory against 
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combatants, but are careful to limit unnecessary injury and damage. JFC use of forces includes 
the proper treatment of enemy prisoners of war, noncombatants, and civilians. Laws of war 
are intended to reduce casualties and enhance fair treatment of combatants and noncombatants 
alike. 

ROE, which specify the circumstances and limitations under which forces conduct operations . 
other than war or begin or continue combat, are promulgated by the National Command 
Authorities. Many factors influ~nce. ROE, including national command policy, .mission, 
operational environment, commander's intent, and international agreements regulating 
conduct. ROE always recognize the inherent right of self -defense. Properly developed ROE 
are clear and tailored to the situation. ROE will typically vary from operation to operation 
and may change during an operation. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

DISSEMINATION 

Dissemination is conveyance of intelligence to users in a suitable form. As shown in the 
figure below, intelligence is disseminated in many forms, using a variety of means. 
Dissemination means include personal contact, physical transfer or courier of hard copy 
textual and graphic materials, digital and analog media (magnetic tape and optical disks), 
video-teleconference, telephones, facsimile transmissions, messages, briefings, remote terminal 
access to computer data bases, and direct data transfers. In addition, tactical intelligence can 
be disseminated via intercom, tactical data systems, tactical radio circuits, and tactical radio 
and satellite broadcasts. Each intelligencedisseminationmethodcan be further categorized 
as secure or nonsecure, over dedicated or common-user communications, and/or raw or fmished 
intelligence. The diversity of forms and dissemination paths reinforces the need for 
interoperability among command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence (C4I) 
systems. 

Joint intelligencedisseinination should be consistent with the C4I For The Warrior concept 
that allows the warfighterto obtain functionally integrated or fused intelligence based on the 
warrior's requirements for intelligence exchange. This concept allows intelligence 
organizations external to the joint force to satisfy joint force intelligence needs to the maximum 
extent possible if they: 

• have sufficient knowledge of the joint force requirements through preplanned essential 
elements of information (which involves tailoring data bases).; . 

• emphasize pushing intelligence to the warfighter (through over-the-air updates); 
• accommodate warrior pull on demand (allowing automated access to theater and national 
· data bases through such systems as the Joint Deployable Intelligence Support System). 

This concept results in timely intelligence, makes maximum use of automation, and 
minimizes the flow of request for information messages and intelligence reports. Broadcasts 
such as the tactical information broadcast service and the tactical related applications are 
examples of over-the-air updates that provide time-sensitive intelligence to tactical 
commanders. · 

An important consideration in the dissemination process is management of information 
transmitted over communications systems. Joint force commanders (JFCs) should ensure for 
provision of critical, time-sensitive intelligence for force protection and operations, using the 
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"push-pull" system to receive finished intelligence products from higher or adjacent 
commanders and intelligence producers. JFCs should manage information dissemination in 
terms of the product, available communications paths through dynamic bandwidth 
management, and time sensitivity to ensure the joint force receives what is required to support 
joint operations. Intelligence dissemination should be continuously reviewed throughout the 
joint operation. 

Related Terms 
intelligence cycle 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 2-0 . . Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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Distribution is a function of visibility, management, and transportation. The geographic 
combatant commander is responsible for maintaining an effective theater distribution network 
that is consistent with the Services' intertheater policy and procedures and for prescribing 
unique policies and procedures relating to the theater's distribution network. In general, the 
commanders of Service component commands will operate their distribution networks in 
accordance wi~h established Service procedures, using established channels of distribution 
whenever possible. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

DOCTRINE 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

· Fundamental principles by which the military fof~~~{~i:1~l:~:~:~Wf~:" , ~f~~~tl~~i · ;Fii 

their actions in support of national objectives. It i~.auth(;)rit~ti~~)~ui:r~quires;;; 
. judgment in application. : .· :. , : ::i.~. ··. : · ~;i~.::~A~;~:dpt~Q2~·'; 
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Military leaders understand the nature and utility of doctrine. Military doctrine presents 
fundamental principles that guide the employment of forces. It provides the distilled insights 
and wisdom gained from our collective experience with warfare. However, doctrine cannot 

. replace clear thinking or alter a commander's obligation to determine the proper course of 
action under the circumstances prevailing at the time of decision. 

Though neither policy nor strategy, joint doctrine deals with the fundamental issue of how 
best to employ the national military power to achieve strategic ends. As such, it represents 
authoritative guidance for the joint employment of the armed forces. 

A large body of joint doctrine (and its supporting tactics, techniques, and procedures) has 
been and is being developed by the Armed Forces of the United States through the combined 
effort of the Joint Staff, Services, arid combatant commands. Because we operate and fight 
jointly, we must all learn and practice joint doctrine, tactics, techniques, and procedures; feed 
back to the doctrine process the lessons learned in training, exercises, and operations; and 
ensure Service doctrine and procedures are consistent. This is critical for our present and 
future effectiveness. Joint doctrine offers a common perspective from which to plan and 
operate, and fundamentally shapes the way we think about and train for war. 

Related Terms 
joint doctrine 

Source Joint Publications 
JPI Joint Warfare of the Armed Services of the United States 

DOMINANT USER 

Dominant User Concept. The geographic combatant commander assigns the Service 
component which is the principle consumer responsibility for providing or coordinating logistic 
support to the other Services components in the theater or designated area. 

logistics 

JP4-01.3 

DROP ZONE 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTfP for Movement Control 

:ir~:~~~-area upon which aimome troop~·,,i~~~~~~~~~~~i~~l 
General. A drop zone (bZ) is a specific area upon which airborne troops, equipment, or 

supplies are airdropped. Although DZ locations are normally on relatively open, flat terrain, 
they can in fact be situated on almost any site (including water) suited in size and shape for 
the intact delivery and recovery of the airdropped personnel and materiel. Key circumstances 
to consider in evaluating the usefulness of a DZ are as follows: 
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• Enemy threats in relation to the capabilities of available supporting forces to defend the 
air and ground phases of the airdrop. 

• Its tactical advantages (nearness to the tactical objective or receiving unit, size, defense, 
and other such advantages) in relation to other available DZs. 

• The probable tactical effects (delays, disorganization, injuries, and damage) of any 
hazardous obstacles (ditches, trees, rocks, and other such obstacles) located on it. 

• Accessibility of the drop zone to the supported force or the airdrop force. 
• Terrain surrotinding the DZ that might limit DZ run-in or DZ escape maneuvers. Selecting 

aDZ thus involves a judicious exercise of the military art, but historical experience 
suggests that planners of urgent military operations usually fmd usable DZs near or even 
adjacent to tactical objectives and receiving units.· 

Drop Zone Types. 
Tactical. During exercises and operations, tactical DZs (DZs that have not been formally 

surveyed) are sometimes selected to support highly mobile ground forces. These DZs are 
evaluated and approved for use using tactical survey procedures. When using a tactical DZ, 
the airlift unit assumes responsibility for aircraft safety of flight while the receiving unit 
assumes responsibility for load condition. The DZ size should be determined by method of 
delivery, load dispersal statistics, discussion with the receiving unit, and professional judgment. 
Other considerations are recoverability of air drop equip~ent and survivability or recoverability 
of the load. For example, small trees covering the entire DZ might limit the recovery of 
airdrop parachutes, but still allow complete recovery of the loads. Tactical DZs may be 
created within the boundaries of an existing surveyed DZ if needed to accomplish a particular 
mission. In this case, the tactical DZ need not use the existingdimensions or axis of approach 
as long as minimum DZ requirements are still met. 

Area. An area DZ, illustrated in the ftrst figure below, consists of a start point (point A), an 
end point (point B), and a prearranged flight path (line of flight) over a series of acceptable 
drop sites between these points. 

Circular. A circular DZ, shown in the second figure below, has multiple run-in headings. 
Its size is governed by mission requirements and usable terrain. The entire DZ box ftts inside 
the circle. Water DZs are normally circular in shape. The PI of a circular DZ is· normally at 
the DZ center. 

Random Approach. Random approach DZs are circular, square, or rectangular and large 
enough to permit multiple run-in headings. Any axis of approach may be used as long as the 
resulting DZ meets minimum criteria for the load being airdropped. The PI is normally 
placed at the DZ center. 

Drop Zone Criteria and Considerations. 
Drop Airspeeds. Specific airdrop airspeeds for each type aircraft are published in appropriate 

. Service manuals or technical orders. Except in emergencies, aircraft should not deviate from 
these established airspeeds. Deceleration to prescribed drop airspeed and attainment of level 
flight altitude are required to provide a stable platform for the actual airdrop of personnel, 
supplies, or equipment. 

Drop Zone Wind. Drop zone wind information is critical to airdrop accuracy and aircrews 
must consider wind data from all available sources when determining the computed air release 
point. In addition to in flight wind data, aircrews are normally provided with drop zone wind 
information from ground sources (such as combat control teams or drop zone support teams) 
which includes surface winds and the computed mean effective winds. Additionally, ground 
sources can relay indications of possible wind shears or local phenomena that could affect 
wind direction or speed and, ultimately, impact upon airdrop or mission success. Airdrop 
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operations may not be feasible during conditions of strong or gusty surface winds. The joint 
force commander (JFC}, based on recommendations by the supported commander and the 
Air Force component commander (AFCC), may accept high risk, cancel, or postpone the 
operation because of excessive wind velocity on the DZ. 

Drop Altitudes. The airborne force commander and airlift mission commander establish 
minimum altitudes for airdropping personnel and materiel. Minimum altitudes for airdrop 
operations are based on operational requirements of the personnel and cargo airdrop systems 
used. In a high-risk, high-threat environment, survivability of airlift aircraft may require 
dropping parachutists and equipment at the lowest possible altitude. Aircraft performing 
normal low-altitude, low-velocity airdrop operations should drop above the minimum altitude 
to increase load survivability. 

Drop Zone Size. The JFC determines the general area for the airborne operation, Factors 
influencing DZ selection are as follows: 

• physical characteristics of available DZs and surrounding areas; 
• threat assessment; 
• method of air delivery; 
• number of airdrop loads or personnel; 
• length of the desirable dispersion pattern. 
Subordinate ground commanders determine specific grid coordinates and grid reference 

being used and pass these to the AFCC. ·During exercises and operations, DZ size and 
selection criteria are the joint responsibility of the AFCC and the supported commander. 
Following a survey of the DZ, the AFCC determines the probability of success of the airdrop 

256 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



DROP ZONE 

and provides it to the ground commander. The supported ground commander makes the 
final decision to accept use of the DZ. For other than Air Force unilateral airdrops, the 
ground commander may waive normal minimum training DZ sizes on a "by exception" 
basis. For the most efficient use of the DZ, separate or multiple points of impact should be 
used for equipment and personnel. 

All drop zone criteria and considerations must be within acceptable limits 
before "green light" on airdrop operations. 
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If the DZ is too s~all for the delivery of a full aircraft load of parachutists, the number of 
parachutists may be reduced, multiple DZs may be used for one aircraft load, or aircraft may 
employ multiple run-in procedures, commonly referred to as "racetracks." Use of the latter 
tactic~ however, increases risk to enemy action. Normal minimum training DZ sizes are 
shown in the first figure below. 

The second figure below shows normal minimum training DZ sizes for high-altitude airdrop 
resupply system and high-velocity or delayed openin.glhigh-altitude container deli very system. 

Minimum DZ sizes for special operations forces (SOF) are shown in the third figure below 
and apply unless precluded by mission requirements. The supported SOF unit assumes 
responsibility for drop accuracy and safety when it establishes and operates the DZ. 

Drop Zone Run-In Heading. On circular or random run-in DZs, the ground force commander 
must evaluate the risk of run-in headings to troops on the ground from load malfunctions. If 

·a run-in heading would place a malfunctioning load in a troop concentration, consideration 
must be given to changing either the run-in heading or the troop concentration locus. 
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TACTICAL AIRLIFT DROP ZONE SIZE CRITERIA 

CDS (C-130) 

NO. OF CONTAINERS 

ALTITUDE 
WIDTH (I) SINGLE DOUBLE LENGTH (2) 

(AGL)* 

To600 ft 400 yd/365 I 1-2 400 ydl370m 
2 3-4 450 yd/410 m 

3 5-6 500 yd/460m 
4 7-8 550 yd/500m 

5-8 9ormore 700 yd/640 m 

Above 600ft Add 40 yd/35m to DZ width and length for each I 00 ft above 600 ft (20 yd/18m added to each side of 
the DZ). 

CDS (C-141) 

To 600ft 450 yd/410 m I 1-2 590 yd/540m 

2 3-4 615 yd560 m 

3 5-6 665 yd/610m 
4-8 7-16 765 yd/700m 
9-14 17-28 915 yd/835 m 
15-20 30-40 1065 yd/975 m 

Above 600ft Add 40 yd/35m to DZ width and length for each I 00 ft above 600 ft (20 yd/18m added to each side of 
the DZ). 

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 

LENGTH (2) 

ALTITUDE WIDTH( I) 1 PLA1FORM ADDITIONAL PLATFORMS 

(AGL) 

To J(XX) ft · 600 yd/550 m 1000 yd/915 m Add 400 yd/370 m (C-130) or 500 yd/460 m 
(C-141 or C-5) to trailing edge for each 

additional platform. 

Above 1000 ft Add 30 yd/28 m to width and length for each 100ft aoove 1100 ft (add 15 yd/14 m to each side of 
the DZ). 

PERSONNEL 

LENGTH(2) 

ALTITUDE WIDTH( I) I PARACHUTIST ADDITIONAL PARACHUTISTS 

(AGL) 

To J(XX) ft 600 yd/550 m 600 yd/550 m Add 75 yd/70 m for each additional parachutist's 
trailing edge (100 yd/90 m when using CAPES) 

Above 1000 ft Add 30 yd/28 m to width and length for each 100ft above 1000 ft (add 15 yd/14 m to each side of 
the DZ). 

I. (a) For day visual formatioos. increase width by 100 yd/90 m (50 yd/45 m each side). 

(b) For ution keeping equipment formation. increase widlh by 400 yd/370 m (200 yd/185 m each side). 

(c) Official sunset to sunrise, inaease width by 100 yd!90 m for visual drops (50 yd/45 m for each side) or 200 yd/180 m for 
visual formal ions (100 yd/90 m each side). 

2. Official sunset to sunrise. increase length by 100 yd/90 m for visual drops (50 yd/46 m each end). 
•aoove ground level <AGLl 
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HIGH-ALTITUDE AIRDROP RESUPPLY SYSTEM (HAARS) 
AND.HIGH-VELOCITY CONTAINER DELIVERY SYSTEM (CDS) 

DROP ZONE SIZE CRITERIA 

HAARS CDS 

Altitude (Feet AGL) Width (Yards/Meters) 
Length 

(Yards/Meters) 

One to Eight Nine or More 
Containers Containers 

Up to 3000 500 yd/460 m 

1200 yd/1100 m 1900 yd/1740 m 

Above 3000 
Add 25 yd/23 m to each side and 50 yd/46 m to each end for every 
1000 ft increase in drop altitude 

HIGH VELOCITY CDS* 

Altitude (Feet AGL) Width (Yards/Meters) 
Length 

(Yards/Meters) 

One to Eight Nine or More 
Containers Containers 

Up to 3000 580 yd/530 m Add 50 yd/45 m to 
660 yd/600 m trailing edge for each 

additional container 

Above 3000 
Add 25 yd/23 m to each side and 100 yd/90 m to each end for 

every 1000 ft increase in drop altitude 

*Using 12-foot, 22-foot, or 26-foot ring slot parachutes 
AGL - above ground level 

260 The Joint Doctri.ne Encyclopedia 



DROP ZONE 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS DROP ZONE SIZE CRITERIA 

MARKED DROP ZONES 

Type Drop MC-130 (W x L) AWADS (W x L) C-130 (W XL) C-141 (W x L) 

Personnel (computer 
300 X 300 yd 600 X 600 yd 600 X 600 yd 600 X 600 yd 

air release point 
275 x 275m 550 x 550 m 550 x 550 m 550 x 550 m 

(CARP)) 

Ground marked 
300 X 300 yd 300 X 300 yd 300 X 300 yd 300 X 300 yd 

release system 
275 x 275 m 275 x 275m 275 x 275m 275 x 275m 

(GMRS) 

Add 75 yd (69 m) to the length for each additional parachutist. 

CDS/CRS 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd 450 X 590 yd 

(CARP & GMRS) 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 410 x 540 m 

Add 50 yd (45 m) to the DZ length for each additional container. 

HSLLADS/HSK 300 X 600 yd 

(CARP & GMRS) 275 x 550 m 
N/A N/A N/A 

Recovery Kit 200 X 200 yd 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd 
N/A 

(CARP & GMRS) 180 x 180m 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 

Heavy Equipment 600 X 1000 yd .. 600 x I 000. yd 600 X 1000 yd 600 X 1000 yd 
(CARP & GMRS) 550 x 915 m 550 x 915 m 550x915m 550 x 915 m 

For all except C-141, add 400 yd (366 m) to DZ length for each additional platform. For C-141, add 500 yd (457 

m) to DZ length for each additional platform. 

BUND DROP ZONES (1) 
(Natural Radar Targets Only or Radar Beacon/Zone Maric:er on the DZ) 

Type Drop MC-130 (W x L) AWADS (W x L) C-130 (W XL) C-141 (W X L)l 

Personnel 600 X 600 yd 600 X 600 yd 600 X 600 yd 600 X 600 yd 

550 x 550 m 550 x 550 m 550 x 550 m 550 x 550 m 

Add 75 yd (69 m) to the length for each additional parachutist. 

COS/container 400 X 400 yd . 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd 450 X 590 yd 
recovery system 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 410 x 540 m 
(CRS) 

Add 50 yd (45 m) to the DZ length for each additional container. 

HSLLADS/HSK • 400 X 600 yd N/A N/A N/A 

Recovery Kit 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd 400 X 400 yd N/A 
365 x 365m 365 x 365m 365 x 365m 

Heavy Equipment 600 X 1000 yd 600 X 1000 yd 600 X 1000 yd 600 X 1000 yd 

550 x 915 m 550 x 915 m 550 x 915 m 550 x 915 m 

For all except C-141, add 400 yd (366m) to DZ length for each additional platform. For C-141, add 500 yd (457 
m) to DZ length for each additional platform. 

I. For all blind drops. add 30 yd (27 m) to each side and 30 yd ·(27m) to each end of the DZ for each 100ft 
increase in altitude above the minimum drop altitude for the load being dropped. 
2. C-141 aircraft require a SKE zone marker for blind drops. 

3. When supporting SOF. specially trained theater and intertheater airlift crews may be called upon to conduct 
airdroip operations on a blind drop zone. A blind DZ is one that is unmaric:ed. 

*High-speed, Low-Level air drop system/high-speed air drop 
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Related Terms 
airlift operations 

JP 3-17 
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Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 
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ECHELONS OF CARE 

Five echelons of care make up the health service support (HSS) system, extending from 
the point of wounding, injury, or illness. (See figure below.) Each succeeding echelon · 
possesses the· same treatment capabilities as those echelons forward and adds a new treatment 
capability. 

Echelon I. Care is rendered at the unit level and includes self aid and buddy aid, examination; 
and emergency lifesaving measures. These elements of medical management prepare patients 
for return to duty (RTD) or for transportation to a higher echelon of care. Supporting medical 
units are responsible for evacuation of patients from medical treatment facilities (MTFs) 
forward of the supporting medical unit's position. 

Echelon II. Care is administered at an HSS organization by a team of physicians or 
physician assistants, supported by appropriate medical, technical, or nursing staff. As a 
minimum, this echelon of care includes basic resuscitation and stabilization and may include 
surgical capability, basic laboratory, limited x-ray, pharmacy, and temporary holding ward 
facilities. At this echelon, examinations and observations are accomplished more deliberately 
than at Echelon I. 

Echelon III. Care administered requires clinical capabilities normally found in a MTF 
that is typically located in a lower-level enemy threat environment. The MTF is staffeq and 
equipped to provide resuscitation, initial wound surgery, and post operative treatment. This 
echelon's care may be the first step toward restoration of functional health, as compared to 
procedures that stabilize a condition or prolong life. It does not have the crises aspects of 
initial resuscitative care and can proceed with greater preparation and deliberation. 
. Echelon IV. This echelon of care will provide not only a surgical capability as provided in 
Echelon Ill, but also further definitive therapy for patients in. the recovery phase who can 
return to duty within the theater evacuation policy. Definitive care is normally provided by a 
communications zone Fleet Hospital, General Hospital, or overseas MTF. If rehabilitation 

Hospital Ships, a mobile element of the Theater Combat Medical System, provide 
Echelon Ill medical care, a capability designed to restore functional health 
and retum the wounded, injured, or ill to their units as soon as possible. 
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cannot be accomplished within a predetermined holding period, the casualties/patients are 
evacuated to the zone of Interior, Echelon V. 

Echelon V. Care is convalescent, restorative, and rehabilitative and is normally provided 
by military, Department of Veterans Affairs, or civilian hospitals in the continental US. This 
phase may include a period of minimal care and increasing physical activi~y necessary to 
restore patients to functional health and allow their RI'D or useful life. . 
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Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

ECONOMY OF FORCE 

The purpose of the economy of force is to allocate minimum essential combat power to 
secondary efforts. Economy of force is the judicious employment and distribution of forces. 
It is the measured allocation of available combat power to such tasks as limited attacks, 
defense, delays, deception, or even retrograde operations in order to achieve mass elsewhere 
at the decisive point and time. 

Related Terms 
principles of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 . Doctrine for Joint Operations 

ELECTRONIC WARFARE 

... Anymllitary action ·~~~olving the. J~·e of e~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ oontrol the electromagnetic spectrum or to · 
·: · The three major subdivisions within electron 
· · electronic protection, and electronic warfare' · 

That division of electronic warfare involving l~~~i1.t~~{~~t~~~~,~i~~~~t~~~Jl!!: energy to attack personnel, facilities, or equi~ 
. neutralizing, or destroying enemy combat . 
1). actions taken to prevent. or reduce an ..,.,_,:-·,,-.,.~. 
electromagnetic spectrum, such as jamming 
and 2) employment of weapons that use either 
· as their primary destructive mechanism (lasers, 
· beams). b. electronicprotection-Thatd · 
actions taken to protect personnel, facilities, 
friendly or enemy employment of electronic 

destroy friendly combat capability. Also called E~:'i'~~'~i~;~~l;~S~~d~~M~~~~~:~t;J 
-That division of electronic warfare involving a 
control of, an operationalcommanderto search · 
sources of intentional and unintentional rad · 
purpose of immediate threat recognition . 
. provides infoimation required for immediate · 
·operations and other tactical actions such as .. 
··homing. Also called ES. Electronic warfare su 
.. signals intelligence(SIGINT), both communicaltionl_$idt$11iidet~~~(~~~&1! 

:' _.-~lectronics intelligence (Ell NT). 

General. Electronic warfare (EW) is any military action involving the use of electromagnetic 
and directed energy to control the electromagnetic spectrum or to attack the enemy. Control 
of the electromagnetic spectrum ranges from protecting friendly systems to countering enemy 
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systems. This control is not limited to radio or radar frequencies, but includes optical and 
infrared regions as well as those regions in which directed-energy weapons might function. 

The three major subdivisions of EW are electronic attack, electronic protection, and 
electronic warfare support, which may overlap. Some EW actions may be both offensive and 
protective in nature and may inherently use electronic surveillance jn their execution. EW 
should be employed to attack the enemy according to established principles of warfare. The 
decision to employ EW should be based not only on -overall joint campaign objectives but 
also the risks of possible enemy responses and other effects on the campaign effort. 

The joint force commander (JFC) should ensure maximum coordination among EW and 
other operations activities, and intelligence and communications (including frequency 
management) support activities for maximum effect. This coordination is necessary to ensure 
effective exchange of information, eliminate undesirable duplication of effort, and provide 
for mutual support. 

The EA-68 provides the JFC with active suppression measures using both 
destructive and disruptive means. 

All three aspects of EW, electronic attack (EA), electronic protection (EP), and electronic 
warfare support (ES), contribute to the command and control warfare (C2W) effort. EA is 
concerned with denying an adversary commander use of the electronic spectrum to effectively 
command and control operating forces. EP is involved with guaranteeing use of the electronic 
spectrum for the JFC to command and control friendly forces. ES contributes to the JFC's 
accurate estimate of the situation in the operational area. 

EW in command and control (C2)-attack. Each of the three divisions of EW- ES, 
EA, and EP- can contribute to C2-attack operations. ES, in the form of combat information, 
can provide the real ti'me information required to locate and identify C2 nodes and.supporting/ 
supported early warning and offensive systems during C2-attack missions. ES, used to produce 
signals intelligence (SIGINT), can provide timely intelligence about an adversary's C2 
capabilities and limitation·s that can be used to update previously known information about 
th_e adversary's C2 systems. This updated information can be used to plan C2-attack operations 
and provide battle damage assessment and feedback on the effectiveness of the overall C2W 
plan. 

· EA - whether jamming, electromagnetic deception, or destruction of C2 nodes with 
directed-energy (DE) weapons "or antiradiation missiles (ARMs)- has a major role to play 
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in almost all C2-attack OPerations in a combat environment. 
EP' s role in C2-attack and other operations is to protect the electromagnetic (EM) spectrum 

for use by friendly forces. Coordination of the use of the EM spectrum by friendly forces 
through the Joint Restricted Frequency List (JRFL) is a means of preventing fratricide among 
friendly electronic emissions. Equipment and procedures designed to prevent adversary 
disruption or exploitation of the EM spectrum are the best means friendly forces have to 
ensure their own uninterrupted use of the EM spectrum during C2-attack operations. 

EW in C2-protect. Each of the three divisions of EW can also make a contribution to 
friendly C2-protect efforts. ES, supported by SIGINT data, can be used to monitor for 
impending adversary attack on friendly C2 nodes. ES, in the form of Signal Security 
monitoring, can be used to identify potential sources of information for an adversary to obtain 
knowledge about friendly C2 systems. 

EA, whether jamming, electromagnetic deception, or DE weapons/ ARMs can be used to 
defend a friendly force from adversary C2-attack. EP should be used in C2-protect to safeguard 
friendly forces from exploitation by adversary ES/SIGINT operations. Frequency 
deconfliction through the use of the JRFL is also a key to a successful coordinated defense 
against adversary C2-attack operations. 

Related Terms 
command and control warfare; communications intelligence; electronics intelligence; 
information warfare; signals intelligence; spectrum management 

JP3-0 
JP3-13.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Command and Control Warfare (C2W) 

Electronic attack, whether in the form of jamming, electromagnetic 
deception, or destruction of C2 nodes, has a major role to play in 

almost all C2-8ttack operations. 

ELEMENTS OF THE LOGISTIC PROCESS 

For each of the functional areas of supply systems, maintenance, transportation, general 
engineering, health services, and miscellaneous services, the geographic combatant commander 
should consider the four elements of the logistic process: acquisition, distribution, sustainment, 
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and disposition. At the theater strategic level, specific considerations include: logistic resources 
necessary to generate combat forces and sustain their operations; the procurement process to 
ensure the availability of logistic resources in a timely manner; the process of allocating 
available logistic resources among subordinate commands; and the distribution system 
necessary to achieve the maximum combat effectiveness. Theater strategic considerations 
are shown in the figure below. 

At the theater operational level, specific considerations include identification of operational 
requirements and establishment of priorities for the employment of the resources provided. 
Geographic combatant commanders should understand that these functions will vary in 
definition and application, and plan accordingly. Efforts should be made to standardize these 
functions without inhibiting operations. Logistic functions should use existing policies and 
procedures of the Service components whenever possible. If it is not possible io use existing 
policies and procedures of the Service components, the geographic combatant commanders 
must identify and resolve differences with Service commanders early in the planning process 
to ascertain the degree of uninterrupted logistic support in the theater. These procedures 
apply across the range of military operations. Ideally, priordeliberateplanningand testing of 
these m~fications in joint exercises should be conducted to ensure adequate logistic support 
for the expected joint operations. 

Related Terms 
levels of logistic support 

JP4-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

EMBARKATION 

. · · . . . . :~; ;·\:\: \??~_::"':~ ~::~~~~·::~<~:~·>~)~~:)~·::::: ·~;::;:~~:.:"~~;~:hfU~~f.{~f~:!/~-~~}~~ 
. The process of putting personnel and/or vehicles.and::their\~~sgqi~t~?·:~t()~~$~~·Ji 

and equipment into ships and/or aircraft. · ·:·i .. :~~.;::.%~·j~].f[i[\:~:;{:;;,_JJ~,~~t·!;~{}~~t1ii~i~ 
Embarkation Phase. The embarkation phase of a amphibious operation (PHIBOP) 

encompasses the orderly assembly of personnel and material and their subsequent loading 
aboard ships and/or aircraft in a sequence designed to meet the requirements of the landing 
force (LF) concept of operations ashore. 
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Developments Affecting Embarkation Planning. Ongoing development and 
improvement techniques for projection of combat power ashore and the subsequent support 
of the LF through enhanced mobility systems require continued emphasis on flexible and 
responsive embarkation planning. · 

Effects of Improvements in Mobility. New developments, such as vertical takeoff and . 
landing aircraft, over-the-horizon craft, and improved amphibious shipping have, and will 
continue to have, a pronounced effect on PHIBOPs. (See figure below.) These new 
developments do not change fundamental embarkation doctrine, but in some instances, new 
techniques and procedures in planning, organizing, and executing embarkation must be 
employed. 

Greater Dispersion of Shipping. The vulnerability of the amphibious task force (ATF) to 
attack is decreased by emphasizing speed, surprise, mobility, and dispersion. LF units must 
be embarked so as to best accomplish the assault while minimizing the effects of possible 
loss of ships and their embarked units. The concentration of ships in major port areas is 
reduced by using several separated ports and open beaches for embarkation. Ships, personnel, 
supplies, and equipment are echeloned into embarkation areas to reduce congestion. 

In the objective area, the sea echelon may be employed, which requires ships to disperse 
and phase into the unloading areas according to prearranged plans or as needed. 

Embarkation Execution. Embarkation of the assault echelons (assault echelon and assault 
follow-on echelon) will be in accordance with the approved operation and embarkation plan 
and is a mutual responsibility of the commander, amphibious task force, commander, landing 
force, and external supporting agencies. 

Mutual Effort. Embarkation is a joint undertaking by both LF and naval forces. Proper 
embarkation depends to a large extent on both mutual understanding of objectives and 
capabilities and full cooperation in planning and execution. Throughout the planning and 
execution of the PHffiOP, LF officers will be working with their Navy counterparts. 

DegreeofFlexibility. Ideally, units embarked for combat should be loaded to allow almost 
unlimited flexibility in landing at the objective area. This desired degree of flexibility can 
seldom be attained, however. The organization for embarkation of the landing force must be 
compatible with the plan for the ship-to-shore movement which, in turn, must support the 
scheme of maneuver ashore. Insofar as possible, each ship of the amphibious task force must 
be loaded to provide maximum flexibility to meet possible changes in the tactical plan and to 
facilitate discharge of to meet e calls for nel, t, and su 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS IN MOBILITY 
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Importance of Proper Embarkation. A characteristic of successful PHIBOPs is the 
rapid and effective manner in which assault troops establish themselves ashore. The power 
and size of the LF must be expanded to the maximum extent necessary to carry out its mission 
in the shortest possible time. This expansion requires a rapid, yet orderly buildup of men and 
material, which depends in large measure on the manner in which the ships have been loaded. 
Proper loading increases the inherent flexibility of the ATF and is a key factor in ensuring 
success. Conversely, improper loading can seriously jeopardize an operation. 

Use of Military Sealift Command (MSC) Ships. MSC ships have been and will continue 
to be used to augment the ATF's shipping requirements. 

Use of Combatant Ships. Throughout US Naval history, troops have been required to 
embark aboard combatant ships such as destroyers, cruisers, and carriers for rapid movement 
to an objective area. These situations developed under circumstances of great importance 
and urgency whe'n time was a cardinal consideration. Accordingly, direct liaison between the 
embarking unit and the combatant ship should be authorized to ensure mutual understanding 
and expeditious embarkation. 

Embarkation Security. In developing amphibious embarkation and deployment planning, 
significant consideration must be given to detailed security and counterintelligence (CI) support 
requirements. CI as a separate and distinct discipline from intelligence can provide in depth 
information on the enemy's intelligence collection effort and capability. CI, specifically the 
CounterintelligenceSupport Officers (CISOs) of the unified commands and the component 
CI elements, affords commanders the ability to enhance their force protection efforts from 
inception of planning to execution of any operation plan. The CISO, guided by command 
directives in consonance with the joint publication on CI, can provide commanders the advice 
and assistance necessary to develop detailed and coordinated CI actions in support of security, 
operations security, force protection, and operational planning. 

Related Terms 
amphibious operations 

JP 3-02.2 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Embarkation 

EMPLOYMENT PLANNING 

Planning that prescribes how to apply force/forces•to:~tt~'i·ti~~~jJl~ij'~~lHf~~~.,.:: 
objectives. Employment planning concepts are: ~~veldp9,d:; by'.'.pc:)[l~#t~n~;,:~} 
commanders through their component com man de~.~·:• ::; •• ,·:::·:::.;;:·;·; .. ;\;·:j;~;.:rj~;;P[·l~,~~~··(~~~:lii~J1~f:1 
General. Employment is the strategic, operational, or tactical use of forces within an 

operational area. Employment planning defines how existing and projected capabilities will 
be used to attain objectives. It involves military actions required to pursue warfare successfully: 
evaluating enemy actions and capabilities, devising and selecting courses of action, and 
positioning forces and resources to create advantages in combat and exploit resulting 
opportunities to attain objectives despite enemy resistance. Employment planning influences 
arid drives planning in the other mission areas of joint operation planning. 

Mobilization, deployment, sustainment, and redeployment planning support the concepts 
and requirements developed through employment planning. Detailed planning for the actual 
use of forces and materiel within the operational area is normally accomplished as part of 
joint operation planning by subordinate commanders, such as component and subordinate 
joint force commanders. However, in the broader context of joint operation planning, each 
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level of command plans for the employment of its available forces and resources to achieve 
specified objectives. · 

National Level. At the national level, strategic plans provide for the global and theater 
employment of national capabilities to achieve national security and military objectives. This 
planning considers global requirements, national capabilities, and the theater strategies and 
campaigns of the combatant commanders. The Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan describes 
strategic concepts, defmes supporting regional objectives, and apportions forces and resources 
among the combatant commanders to attain prioritized national objectives. National strategic 
planning for mobilization, deployment, sustainment, and redeployment is based on the planned 
employment of forces in the individual theaters. 

Theater Level. Employment planning at the theater level focuses on organizing and 
positioning assigned and augmenting forces for the conduct of theater campaigns or major 
operations to attain strategic and/or theater objectives. The combatant commander's strategic 
employment concept defmes objectives, organizes forces, arranges and prioritizes operations, 
assigns tasks, and prioritizes the movement of forces and support to and within the theater. It 
provides strategic direction to the employment planning of subordinate commands and, when 
appropriate, supports alliance, coalition or treaty plans for the employment of multinational 
forces. Theater strategic employment planning provides the foundation for the concept of 
operations for joint operation plans (OPLANs) prepared by the combatant commander and 
the framework for mobilization, deployment, sustainment, and redeployment planning. 

Subordinate Level .. Subordinate commands; such as component comm.ands and 
subordinate joint force commands, normally accomplish the detailed employment planning 
for the conduct of joint operations to perform missions tasked by the combatant commanders. · 
When part of an alliance or a coalition organization, detailed employment planning is performed 
within the multinational or bilateral chain of command in support of multinational strategies, 
campaigns, and missions. Under these circumstances, multinational employment plans become 
the basis for joint OPLANs prepared within the US chain of command that plan for moving, 
preparing, and sustaining US forces dedicated to multinational operations. · 

Key Planning Concepts. To facilitate coordination of strategic priorities, deliberate and 
crisis action plans should contain key planning concepts that enhance understanding of the 
combatant commander's strategic vision and the sequence of operations needed to attain the· 
commander's theater objectives .. These concepts are shown in the figure below. Because of 

KEY PLANNING CONCEPTS··:··., .. ,_,.:;;:;o:.:· 
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the ambiguous nature of the threat in some plans, all of these concepts may not be applicable. 
Where possible, they should at least be considered and identified in the plan. 

t_,:_rt_}_~l§.!l.s~~!l_:,£ ... ~ ..• P •. B::;g:!:p·' ~~~~~~~·:; • ·· ··~~~t'l~i~~·:!'t:'~;~::(02:~!t 
·,.:· •··· ···• ··· .· ·· .··. ·· ·.. . · ... · . · .. ._ ·· · .;::, .. . :·::-·· .. ,,,.;, .:,:·•~:',;_ .. :!::·:·• ;<-.:-:,::;::: ·:• :.c~,;·.: ·:.:r_ 

·: :':-;~ese.J1J~t~rm. After-:asserting mcu~~·-~·:-w.· :: '"'i>. • -~·J". ~X' ......... ;:;: .• : 
-~· :._of:thEt_war,.General Sch\Yarzk~pf ,, . •. . ,_.; .. ~;.:· ·:e:;~·.v.· .• , •. > , .:- .... _ ¥ •. ::: ;;;~:c ..•.. 

• we~.m-:f!ltendance, ~C)mt:nentmg ~h.at J1C) u'. ,._,~~?•;,;~.7i;.'· .. · ...... : . . . ·.•· ·~·":. ,.,;: : .:j . 

? ~~a~:.r~r ~~n bles~ed with such ~~ ~["'Y ,., • < ·. ;:/''' '· · . . .••• • • '.))~j}'h''• 
.. :- "The:flrst thing that we're going to}uJve to:~~··~~~ · it:···:·: ' • : ~; ' •• ~ 
· .... ·.'decapitate,' so I thlok:l'll use the word .... -'· . . ..... . 
·.·: 9ominand and controt· .. Number -~o~ · .. u·;~~a/ ~~.: :~.. ..... . ,,.>, ,_ ·;;::::·: 

s~peri()fity •. _Number three, we n~cl •• to. cut.·~:' ·~.\ :'~ . -... it .•....••. , 
. need to (lestroy his chemical, biological, ~- :":: . . ,-.. ·"~' ::~ .. 
··all you tankers, liste,n·to_.this. we:need to ~~£:f:~;_r;: · . . ·~-: :: .... , : .. 
. not ~urround -I want,you to destroy the .. : •: :.~~~;[,~.:!, 
dont;t with them, I don't want them to b~ an ·~ .~, 2.~ / >.. . . •.. ., ;:: '·• 

·· don't: want· them to exis_t as a military o~::·-~~~mt~·~-·~:;~·[• ··~·~--'.18~·· .. ·~-~-, ~;~··;··~--~~~-~~t~J Vietnam vets - practically the wh~le room ·:i • . . ,. 
going into this with one arm tied behlnd·our:&::/::0: .I· . .·o> ;; •;. ?<: :·. : .. 

want to be as nice as we possibly can, and If the~..... • c:·; 

that's f~ne with us. That's bullshitl We ~re ~.=-~~·= . :.'~'~ .~,• . .->% .)~~·( 

... ~~ia::j,~:s:~:.":t~~~:: ::!: ih; ~:;; ~~j:· > · , .· · " ~J~-{1~~~ \, '( ii 
'I'm now going to tell you· all some· stuff that not v· ~-f'i.j ~-. ~?~~.~~~:~~~~~:rJi;~i~~61[)~l;]i 
in Washington particularly,' I said, and describe~' • •L : • ~· · ~-;_ · • ·:~: · ~.. . . ,,.< . . . . 
we'd mapped out for Desert Storm: strategic ~~m~::J-~:2•:.. . .. ;;?.:: ,. . ~·.~: 
of the Kuwaiti skies; then ·bombing Iraqi a• ~ ... ,.,. , , . . . .. , . . .·. . . •> .. 
troops •. At last I tu~ned to the plan for the g. v: .... ::.~ft~ ..... · ;' .. , ~) ' :i;• ::·" 

version of the envelopment I'd proposed to '"'"a'.'~'·a•• ~ .. ·.•.. ... . . .. _ .. ,. ... 
Staff, General) Powell three weeks before. · Ushig)t:h~:E~~ ;~~~-' ~"~·i) .. 1 .. ·!.!: ... ~~-~~~l~~X~!ff~~i:!],' 

. commanders where I wanted them to maneuver their:-~~~ [s:· .. ~ .•.• :) '· 2
_.· .• •••· --~· ·., 

a huge area: in order to make sure we fought ttle ca~- · -'1 - · ~\. ~-)f::;.· '0/::·: -~~ .• :• > 
we had extended the boundary of the ba•tl~f,_,_ •· . . . \ . 

encompassed a rectangle roughly the size ofP•ee:~ll~.·-.·~•-< .... ·~·-~~;w;~~-~~~;~;~~J~~~~i~i1~;·;, 
were concentrated at the eastern end, In and '"·-~,...,., . .,_,:: ... 

. . forces would k~p th~m from moving south; to tt•.I~1.,.,E·.::.~~.I' .. I'"r ... :,4 ·~i-~EI.! •,:::~ ...... ~.~ .•.! ~~!~!:.~~~~!~t•l,l'~~~ttl!~-~(~,~ 

· of the gulf; to -their north was the Eup~h~ra~t~e~s~,-~ 'h'~-~l ... l.i~·~~,.,-~~.'~• .· -~iii~~j~f~~~~~ ~=: ::r:~~o!~: f~~r:"d!;~~~::~~,t " "' .·.. ' ·. ·.· · · • > · •• · · ·. · · · •' 

• · forc_e to thrust straight Into Kuwait, with t~~-:~_~::~ .. >_. . . . 

.. . forces and eventually encircling K"'wa•'· ~ ~' ··.-~ 
Commander in DESERT STORM, Lleute . . - .... 

. ··::-,:::::··;>" .· 

272 The Joint Doctri_ne Encyclopedia 



EMPLOYMENT PLANNING 

'· .<·"'> 
•,· ~ ,. / ~ 

<': .· .. ~ ·.< -.~ 
;/:).<:>.:·:::::.· 

">.·.·· ... · ... ·. 

\::;:)~:\?/{~~:~::~~~:~:.: ~ 
··.<·.- · ........ -: .• ·. 

· ·, Meanwhile from the west would come the US.Army!~ power,; pu~ch:: Loo~ng .. , 
,,_ at (Commander, XVIII. Airborne· Corps, Lieu•e~~nf·c;~nE!r,IJI):;·:~~r,y' L~ck, -1,:, · 
::_/.in;ji~ated:~ :section of.Saudi.;lraqi :·border.:mo~ttt~~u1:::t~r,~::i~9.r,~r.$CI:',it~~:;.,~fW.{~::' 
. : miles· inland. 'I am probably goil1g to senci th~:·xyilf~Jrl:)~#ri~~.C~r~~::y.:cy d~p;'~t:?: 
. ( l:sald,:: showing how ·1· wanted Luck'$ :divisions·.:to ·'race~+torth\from}thai;area #)':): 
: · ·ttje: Euphrates, blocking the Republican··Guiud;~)a#.f.r()utihe>t?re~re.#.t.(::P,.~ce·I:· 

··:~r~.;:~tt:~: ':rici::ed!!f~d:~~~:~~· r:~ul~~~lil~~~t~l:\tll~f~~~t~iji 
· (Comm~nder, VII Corps,· Lieutenant< General) Fre(i~F.ral"'k~~·~;~t'~in~Ht~~::P.tem't<' 

. ~:!::0~~~~~~~ ~~~~~n !!o:;~:v~: ~ai:~;~G:~1~ti~~~i~~~\' 
the Republican Guard.' I wanted,(o :ph1.them· wl'h:;tt..if:~a(;~;~~~lh~t;~~~ij· .. $~·~(::;:;i 
and then go in. and wipe them:·ouL:,: I couldf1't:::~~i .. t:;~d~il'lg,\{9h~~;~,~~y"r':::}j~~ 
gone,: be prepared'to. continue the··attack tcr Ba.glj'~~~:("~&~ij,!.i~h~~~/J.il'fh? 
going to be anything else out t~ere.' :·I allowe"·.~h~f~·~a:I<J.ri{J:·.~~9.h(lll~;;!'~ulcl·}: 

. probably. be unnecessary· because ~y then ~~~,it~~s~~~~tn~~,~~;:IJ',j,\~~::l;l',t~; 
After a questlon-and~answer session I tried to set:a tone fot.the:comln~rira()nt.l'lsf';:: 
'Let me leave you with one thought, guys •. :l~::c)r~~.r· ~~r;:;tijl~':~~?!p~~~:;::;.~;);/ 
because ~he enemy.ls still going to.outnumberu!(:,··•JtJ;~9i?:g\~9';:,.k,~i!Q.~·.I~¢kX~·: 
of a better word, ·killer instinct on: the part of a1Fof .. C)·u;>le~CI~r~::.:9~t::t~ere~~/:l;y: 
pointed again at the map. 'What I'm saying Is when·the·M~:rin~~::~i~·:t~~·:wtr~A{ 

. ~~!~:~~~r:~: .~~i:a~h~:':~~:~~ d~!,:;~~~~~lrig~,J~~~Ja\~,~~, 
· through. And that once th~y're through they're not· go~r,·gjo st~P.:·a~~'Cii~~~~·r::::: · 
it. They are going to go up there and destroy the: R~p~~llc~.r-:;:~.~!f:~~~:-::r:#!nri.Qt?;·::) 
afford to have C()mmanders who do not understand;-th~f~':i~·~~~-~~~?i!~.~~h'tr: 
attack, attack, and destroy every step of the way •. 'If :yoi{have sO.Jfi~~~~:~WJ:~~:if: 
doesn't understand It, I would strongly recommend:thatyQltc~ri's.l~e~~m(,~l-ijg){·· 

him from command and putting In somebody lh,~'i~},'\,~i2~!,~~~;~,~i~ti~~~~'i;~if, 
'Because, let's face It, the prestige of the Unlted:.~tes· mllit~W::t;ls1.()o';~l.l:rr.>'' 
shoulders •. But more Importantly, the prestig~·:ti(thfittn~re)Jfi!t~tf/$tali,s·ii)tf:i:; 

· America rests on our shoulders. There isn't go~~SJ:;~9. bfanyb,q~yl:·~'-·~~i~'::j~l~·~~-~. 
thing except us •. There are no more forces corolng~\;)Y.h·t·;.;.v,:':~~.~x;is':Viti.!ti~~.!~d 

. :1:1:~:~,::~ J:~v:: ':~::a c:~~=n~·~t~~~~,~~i3~t~~~~~~J1 
way. Any ·questions? Okay, good luck to· you.'::':You: ltf.ac>~':\~b:a~·;:o..,ds\Cr , ><·! 

done." Souroe: Gene~ ~O::~ft~~(f~~,~~~~~t~i" 
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END STATE 

Related Terms 
deployment planning; redeployment planning 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

END STATE 
~;;:.·:_.:: :.'~ :}~:\:; ~;;:_-~!::-:::;~?:·:--:~~->< ~}!:·. ~:::,:: -; · . · :_: · · ··-· ~ · · .. ·. ·:.-/·':~<:_·=:=-~:·:: :~·:.··::)!->JWiS~f~\¥~~f~~:~!.;i~1f::·:_:~:::~:~y:;~<i:>~3~::y:~;:::.W~~-~-~(~~:-)~:;~·~(:-~}~~~J!~~;~;_:::··: 

· :i·:·.WhattheNational Command Authoritieswantthe·~it~ati()ri.t<>~beYih~n:d~rations>.? 

... •••:~~~~t.·.~~~~~":~~~~:C~~:~t~!rp::;~~~il~~~~ii~Jifl~~~~;~~ 
The desired end state should be clearly described by the National Command Authorities 

before Armed Forces of the United States are committed to an action. An end state is the set 
of required conditions that achieve the strategic objectives. There may be a preliminary end 
state- described by a set of military conditions.- when military force is no longer the 
principal means to the strategic aim. There may also be a broader end state that typically 
involves returning to a state of peace and stability and may include a variety of diplomatic, 
economic, informational, and military conditions. The relative emphasis among these 
instruments of national power will vary according to the nature of the crisis. 

Although military end state conditions normally will represent what combatant commanders 
want their campaigns to achieve, commanders are rarely concerned with only those conditions. 
Often, combatant commanders may be required to support the other instruments of national 
power as directed by national and multinational leadership. 

Defining the end state, which may change as the operation progresses, and ensuring it 
supports achieving national objectives are the critical first steps in the estimate and planning 
process. Additionally, clearly defining the desired end state reduces the wasting of scarce 
resources and helps clarify (and may reduce) the risk associated with the operation. In order 
to clearly describe the desired end state, planners should consider what may be necessary to 
end the armed conflict and the period of postconflictactivitieslikely to follow. Commanders 
at all levels should have a common understanding of the conditions that define success before 
initiation of the operation. 

Achieving the desired end state seldom, if ever, ends US national efforts to protect interests 
in a situation. The term "end state" simply represents the set of conditions necessary to 
resolve a crisis and transition from predominant use of the military instrument of national 
power to other instruments. 

termination 

JP3-0 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



ENEMY PRISONER OF WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES PROGRAMS 

Support to DepartmentofDefense Enemy Prisoner of War (EPW) and Civilian Internees 
(Cl) Programs. Civil affairs assets may be tasked by commanders to provide technical advice 
and assistance to security and law enforcement personnel in implementing EPW /CI operations. 
Such coordination may include, but is not limited to: 

• Identification of individuals who are EPW, CI, or otherwise detained by the Armed 
Forces of the United States. 

• Review of EPW /CI plans and operations to ensure detainee understanding of written 
procedures, rules, and regulations; administrative and security requirements; food services, 
hygiene, medical, and other provisions; and labor and other program arrangements.· 

• Assistance in liaison with ci vii-military authorities of a detaining power with regard to 
US captured or detained EPW /CI. 

Enemy Prisoner of War o~!~!~)~;!~!fl~~~~t(l 
The success of the enemy prisoner of war (EPW) .o· 'Pel~atlonlEfdtLII'ii1'g;~ppijr, 
DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM can be 
learned ·In the war In Vietnam. During that confl 

conducted military liaison with the EPW . 
coordinated with the ·International Com· 
determined training requirements for EPW 
an enemy prisoner of war Information system,· . 
accurate accountability. It Is also due In greaf· 
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ENEMY PRISONER OF WAR AND CIVILIAN INTERNEES PROGRAMS 

276 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



ENFORCING EXCLUSION ZONES 

~,/<Centr:.allzed EPW m.anagement. began during; qp~r~~iqi1hD.~!?§RT:i··.~l.iJ~U:~~·&f1d ::,··; 
:.::·~continued .througho.t.it ·Operation: DESERT STORM~,/~e::U~>Nailon~t··pr.t$of1.llr,,: :: 
·· ·of. War ·information· Center (NPWicj was tunv::'9p~ra~io~iltH:~.t9.~;·f~.ejjf.~.uiui~}L 
. offenslve·began, and a new automated progrilniJQr. ~9rin)ilitJgiJof.Q.rij1ati()f1·:oo>::: 

and:.I!CCOUnting for captured personnel (a~::ree(u~r~Ci!:b,y~~ti!t;~.~~(~~~}:!J~~~e~·~~;~~ 
::In Operation DESERT. SHIELD. . Trained Rest:nfo, .. ;~c.mP~~~~'lJflQ)i~.~~·:IJ~·I,t.~f/;i 

. : · .;~er:e· a.ctlvated, and camp advlsorj teams we~e.~~~:·9~~.~-~-~;~.~!!1~~;:~~!.a<~Usft:@' 
·.liaison .. with Saudi units to provide techl"'lcat:a•s.I~~~P,.;?J~.~~l\~-~::~ro,all"'t~l~;;'_;i:; 

.· .. ·.accOu~biUty for 7"Ws and dls~l~~d clvi~:J~i!~~'0tiJ'I1t~}~~~~~~:~~I~j, . 
. S.ource: DOD Report to Corigi"e$8;.; ... ,. U ::o he· e slarn,::: 

... :: .·::~:-t:~·~:~]~~i,J~}:1t:·:!.;Kt~~lt.J~~~fj.'~~-r.~(~~[ii~~~;fi[f;J 

civil affairs 

JP 3-57 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
· Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

ENFORCEMENT OF SANCTIONS 

These are operations which employ coercive measures to interdict the movement of certain 
types of designated items into or out of a nation or specified area. These operations are 
military in nature and serve both political and military purposes. The political objective is to 

· compel a country or group to confonn to the objectives of the initiating body. The military 
objective is to establish a barrier which is selective, allowing only those goods authorized to 
enter o~ exit. Depending on geography, sanction enforcement normally involves some 
combination of air and surface forces. Assigned forces should be capable of complementary 
mutual support and full communications compatibility. An example of sanctions enforcement 
is Operation SUPPORT DEMOCRACY conducted off the coast of Haiti beginning in 1993. 

Related Terms 
maritime intercept operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

ENFORCING EXCLUSION ZONES 

An exclusion zone is established by a sanctioning body to prohibit specified activities in a 
specific geographic area. Exclusion zones can be established in the air (no-fly zones), sea 
(maritime), or on land. The purpose may be to persuade nations or groups to modify their 
behavior to meet the desires of the sanctioning body or face continued imposition of sanctions, 
or use or threat of force. The measures are usually imposed by the United Nations, or other 
international bodies of which the US is a member. However, they may also }x: imposed 
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ENSURING FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION AND.OVERFLIGHT 

unilaterally by the US. Exclusion zones are usually imposed due to breaches of international 
standards of human rights or flagrant abuse of international law regarding the conduct of 
states. Situations which may warrant such action include the persecution of the civil population 
by a government; or to deter an attempt by a hostile nation to acquire territory by force. The 
sanctions may create economic, political, military, or other conditions where the intent is to 
change the behavior of the offending nation. Examples of enforcement of exclusion zones 
are Operation SOUTHERN WATCH in Iraq, initiated in 1992, and Operation DENY FLIGHT 
in Bosnia, initiated in 1993. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War· 

ENSURING FREEDOM OF NAVIGATION AND OVERFLIGHT 

Ensuring freedom of navigation and overflight operations are conducted to demonstrate 
US or international rights to navigate sea or air routes .. Freedom of navigation is a sovereign 
right according to international law. 

International law has long recognized that a coastal state may exercise jurisdiction and 
control within its territorial sea in the same manner that it can exercise sovereignty over its 
own land territory. International law accords the right of "innocent" passage to ships of other 
nations through a state's territorial waters. Passage is "innocent" as long as it is not prejudicial 
to the peace, good order, or security of the coastal state. The high seas are free for reasonable 
use of all states. 

Freedom of navigation by aircraft through international airspace is a well-established 
principle of international law. Aircraft threatened by nations or groups through the extension 
of airspace control zones outside the established international norms will result in legal 
measures to rectify the situation. These norms are developed by the International Civil Aviation 
Organization. An example is the Berlin air corridors that existed from 1948 until 1990, 
allowing air access to West Berlin. The ATIAIN DOCUMENT series of operations against 
Libya in 1986 are examples of freedom of navigation operations, both air and sea, in the Gulf 
of Sidra. 

Related Terms . 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

ESTIMATE OF LOGISTIC FEASIBILITY 

A logistic sustainability assessment of each operation plan (OPLAN) will be accomplished 
after completion of ail concurrent logistic planning by supporting unified and Service 
component commanders. Initially, an estimate of logistic feasibility will be submitted to the 
Chairman ofthe Joint Chiefs of Staff, by the commanders of combatant commands (CINCs) 
a~ part of the OPLAN summary. The estimate may encompass any appropriate remarks 
affecting logistic tasks. As a minimum, the estimate will address the pillars oflogistic support, 
that is materiel resources, combat support, combat service support, infrastructure including 
facilities, and lift. In addition, a statement will be provided to see whether the plan is considered 
supportable. 
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

Upon completion of all logistic planning a definitive analysis will be made of the OPLAN. 
A comprehensive analysis of the four pillars of logistic support and their subelements for the 
duration of the OPLAN will be accomplished. Services will provide critical item sustainability 
data as requested by the CINCs and outlined in this volume. Reasonably assured wartime 
host-nation support must be considered in all assessments and documented. Logistic limitations 
and shortfalls will be documented with accompanying narrative in Appendix 6 to Annex D 
of the OPLAN. The analysis will be submitted to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
not later than 45 days after unified or specified command review of their component command 
supporting plans. Thereafter, the update analysis will be submitted to the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, at the annual plan review or when significant changes occur that influence 
mission accomplishment. · 

Related Terms 
deliberate planning; Joint Operation Planning and Execution System; operation plan 

Source Joint Publications 
CJCSM3122.03 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol ll: (Planning 

Formats and Guidance) 

ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

The Estimate ~rocess and Strategy. The term "estimate" implies a one-sided evaluation 
of a two or more siCied issue where many of the pertinent facts are unknown or distorted. The 
estimate assists in ~larifying problems and devising integrated solutions to complex problems, 
thus reducing sur-Jrise and shock. A continuous estimate process provides a framework for 
disciplined reason ~even under the most trying circumstances. The estimate is the central 
focus for strategic, operational, and tactical analysis that needs to be maintained over time 
and in the face of continuing change. The first questions in any estimate are the following: 
What is the mission? What is the desired end state? What has changed? What are the 
resulting possibilities and consequences? 

Combatant commanders develop arid modify strategic estimates based on their assigned 
tasks after reviewing the strategic environment, the various threats, the nature of anticipated 
operations, national and alliance strategic direction, and forces available. Functionally oriented 
combatant commanders develop estimates for each theater they support. Operations in one 
theater often affect other theaters. The interrelationships among theaters, therefore, are 
important in the assessment of a theater's strategic environment and development of the 
strategic estimate. 

The estimate process is continuous, with the combatant commander's staff contributing to 
the product. The strategic estimate itself acts as the basis for strategy, plans, and actions that 
occur in response to deliberate taskings or crises. Where a subordinate commander's estimate 
of the situation is typically used for near term decisions and may lead to an operation plan, the 
combatant commander's strategic estimate results in operational concepts and courses of 
action - broad statements of what is to be accomplished. One of the critical parts of the 
estimate process is defining the strategic end state to be achieved. 

Supported by the strategic estimate(s), combatant commanders develop strategies consistent 
with national policy and plans. These strategies translate national and multinational direction 
into concepts to meet strategic and joint operation planning requirements. Combatan( 
commanders' plans provide strategic direction; assign missions, tasks, forces, and resources; 
designate objectives; provide authoritative direction; promulgate rules of engagement 
(approved by the National Col1liriand Authorities); establish constraints and restraints; and 
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ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 

define policies and concepts to be integrated into subordinate or supporting plans. (See 
figure below.) 

The estimate process is central to formulating and updating military action to meet the 
requirements of any situation. The estimate process should be used by commanders and 
staffs at all levels. Though its central framework for organizing inquiry and decision is 
essentially the same for any level of command, specific detailed questions within each part of 
this framework will vary depending on the level and type of operation. This framework is 

· presented below. Specific material appropriate to joint force operations, especially for theaters 
of war and theaters of operations, has been added to flesh out the basic framework for readers 
of this term. 

Mission. 
Mission Analysis 
• Determine the higher command's purpose. Aflalyze national security and national military 

strategic direction as well as appropriate guidance in alliance and coalition directions, 
inciuding long- and short-term objectives for conflict termination. Conflict termination 
objectives should include the military objectives that will provide the basis for realizing 
the political aim regardless of whether an imposed or negotiated termination is sought. 

• Determine specified and implied tasks. If multiple, determine priorities. 
Mission Statement 
• Express in terms of who, what, when, where (task parameters), and why (purpose). 
• Frame as a clear, concise statement of the essential tasks to be accomplished and the 

purpose to be achieved. 

ESTIMATE OF THE SITUATION 
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Situation Analysis. 
Geostrategic Context. Domestic and international context: political·and/or diplomatic long­

and short-term causes of conflict; domestic influences, including public will, competing 
demands for resources, and political, economic, legal, and moral constraints; international 
interests(reinforcingorconflictingwith US interests,includingpositionsofparties neutral to. 
the conflict), international law, positions of international organizations, and other competing 
or distracting international situations.. · 

Characteristics of the operational area, including: military geography (topography, 
hydrography, climate, and weather); transportation; telecommunications; economics 
(organization, industrial base, mobilization capacity); social conditions; science and technology 
factors affecting the operational area. 

·Analysis of the Enemy. Enemy situation, including capabilities and vulnerabilities(at the 
theater level, commanders will normally have available a formal intelligence estimate). 

• Broad military courses of action (CO As) being taken and available in the future. 
• Political and military intentions and objectives (to extent known). 
• Military strategic and operational advantages and limitations. 
• Possible external military support. 
• Center(s) of gravity (strategic and operational). 
• Specific operational characteristics: strength, composition, location and disposition, 

reinforcements, logistics, time and space factors (including basing utilized and available), 
and combat efficiency (including proficiency in joint operations). 

Friendly Situation. Should follow the same pattern used for the analysis of the enemy. At 
the theater level, commanders will normally have available specific supporting estimates, 
including personnel, logistics, and command, control, communications, and computers 
estimates; multinational operations require specific analysis of alliance or coalition partner 
objectives, capabilities, and vulnerabilities. 

Restrictions. Those limitations to the use·or threat of use of force that are imposed or 
necessary to support other worldwide strategic requirements and associated diplomatic, 
economic, and informational efforts. 

Assumptions. Assumptions are intrinsically important factors on which the conduct of the 
operation is based and must be noted as such. 

Deductions. Deductions from above analysis should yiel~ estimates of relative combat 
power, including enemy capabilities that can affect mission accomplishment. 

Courses of Action Analysis. COAs development (based on the above analysis and a 
creative determination of how the mission will be accomplished). Each COA must be adequate, 

· feasible, and acceptable. State all practical CO As open to the commander that, if successful, 
will accomplish the r:rUssion. Generally, at the theater level, eac.h COA will constitute a 
theater strategic or operational concept and should outline the following: 

• Major strategic and operational tasks to be accomplished in the order in which they are 
to be accomplished. 

• Forces required. 
• Logistic concept. 
• Deployment concept. 
• Estimate of time required to reach termination objectives. 
• Concept for maintaining a theater reserve. 
Analysis of Opposing Courses of Action 
• Determine the probable effect of possible enemy CO As on the success of each friendly 

COA. 
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EVACUATION POLICY 

• Conduct this analysis in an orderly manner: by time phasing, geographic location, and 
functional event. Consider the potential actions of subordinates two echelons down. 

• Consider conflict termination issues; think through own action, enemy reaction, 
counterreaction. 

• Conclude with revalidation of suitability, adequacy, and feasibility; determine additional 
requirements, if any; make required modification~; list advantages and disadvantages of 
eachCOA. · 

Comparison of Own Courses of Action 
• Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of each COA. · 
• Compare· with respect to governing factors: fixed values for joint operations (the principles 

of war, the fundamentals of joint warfare, and the elements of operational art); other 
critical factors (for example, political constraints); and mission accomplishment. 

• H appropriate, merge elements of different CO As into one. 
Decision. Translate the selected COA into a concise statement of what the force, as a 

whole, is to do and explain, as may be appropriate, the following elements: when, where, 
how, and why. 

Related Terms 
CINC's strategic estimate 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

EVACUATION POLICY 

....... _..~~/::) .: . :-}~::: ·>~ .::?:.: :~. :.~· :·~:~ r ~:~~ ;·::· :;·} ;:; :~: <~·>:· :;;-: ~;~~~~::.~~i<? ~:? ..... ; ,: : <: .. : . 

Command decision indicating the length in days.of:lhE:(:m'*-irnl.ii:Jlf'pefiO<:IC)t:>· 
noneffectivenessthat patients may be held within'the:com(ria.ndtor:ireatme,nti:;::,:: 
Patients who, in the opinion of responsible medical officers~·:eafl~OtQ~ ret~rn~d :::;<: 

to duty status within the period prescribed are evacu~t~Q·~y'the.::tir~ta.y~il~b!~~Y 
means, provided the travel involved will not aggravatetheirdisabiliti.~~}:~j2:y·A{Yi: 
command decision concerning the movement of civilian~ .fron,:,the'. prq~JfuifY:pt}:'. 
military operations for security and safety reasons and:Jnyol\fi'f1g:lh,~/p~~(:t:!6:,::,: 
arrange for movement, reception, care, and control ofs~ch ;individ(J.a1~(;.:::3;;'.t 
Command policy concerning the evacuation of unsei:VIc~abie:'cir:~parid()hed;:--.:,; 
materiel and including designation of channels and destinat~ol'ls fo(eyaqu~~~,':::·· 
materiel, the establishment of controls and procedures/and thedis8emioatlc)n:.<: 
of condition standards and disposition instructions., ·:, .... > ,.;:.·:~,:; :<::., .. j ·n~,,;~;;g~~,~lf~:,:~i~ 

The theater evacuation policy is established by the Secretary of Defense upon the advice of 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and recommendation of the geographic combatant 
commander. (The policy states, in number of days, the maximum period of noneffectiveness 
[hospitalization or convalescence] that casualties may be held within the theater for treatment) 
The policy does not imply that a casualty must be held in the theater for the entire period for 
treatment~ Casualties who are not expected to return to duty within the number of days 
expressed in the theater evacuation policy are evacuated as soon as their medical condition 
permits. Shorter evacuation policies within the theater reduce theater bed requirements and 
increase the number of beds required elsewhere. Shorter policies also increase evacuation 
requirements. 

The time period stated in the theater evacuation policy starts when a patient is admitted to 
the first hospital (Echelon III). The total time a patient spends in all medical treatment 

282 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



EXECUTE ORDER 

facilities (MTFs) in the theater for a single episode of wounding, injury, or illness should not 
exceed the number of allowable days of noneffectiveness stated in the theater evacuation 
policy. This policy is flexible and changes as the tactical situation shifts. This ensures that 
nonfixed MTFs retain mobility and the capability to accommodate anticipated surges of 
patients. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

EXECUTE ORDER 

. -. . . -:~· .· . . . : ·:.:: "". :.~·.:::~:~.{.::_;iy:~~}~~~(:\~}F·~~~?~:.-;>F>~~p~~~~{:ff=!:~f~!~·;;;::<::::>~:.;: .:.>}~::·';~~t;.:. ; 
•1 .. An order issued by the Chairman of the Joini:.Chier$;pf§J~tN:pY411~'::a.~~QriW,.: ... ·: 

· ·and at··the direction of the Secretary of Defe,rys~;.:tq:AtnP..i~me;n~>.~J·NC1tipr:tal'ti 
command Authorities decision to initiate militacy,::ope·~afiO~sr::')~'i:'::iAn)orqrr<to,i:;.: 
initiate tnili~ary operat!ons as direCted: · ·: ·::.:·.::![Utj1_;{'j~:1:.\;·~[~~.[~1~it.:~,~:]t~~fj~~,;t;.~i,'~;~~:it~~::;;E 
The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, reflecting the decision of the National Command 

Authorities, publishes the EXECUTE ORDER. The EXECUTE ORDER, issued BY 
AUTHORITY AND DIRECTION OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, orders the. 
supported commander to execute his operation order. The EXECUTE ORDER i~ normally 
a simple, straightforward message directing the deployment and employment of forces. 
However, in extremely time-sensitive situations, the EXECUTE ORDER may be the only 
message provided in a crisis. In such situations, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
ensures that the EXECUTE ORDER contains the information normally provided in the 
WARNING and ALERT ORDERs. Throughout the operation, the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff monitors the deployment and employment of forces and takes actions needed 
to effect a quick and successful termination of the crisis. In those instances where the crisis 
response does not progress into Execution, crisis action planning (CAP) Procedures Phase 
VI, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will evaluate the situation and provide the 
combatant commander guidance on either continuing under CAP procedures or developing 
a plan to expand, reduce, or continue planning using the deliberate planning procedures 
delineated in CJCSM 3122 . .03. · .. Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol II: 
(Planning Formats and Guidance)." 

·Related Terms 
alert order; crisis action planning; planning order; warning order 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-03.1 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol I: (Planning Policies 

and Procedures) 
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EXECUTION PLANNING 

an. approved operation. plan or other National· Com~an_d .Au,ttlorit~es~approved. 
course of action is adjusted, refined, and translated into.'ar{operatioh·ortter.~ .'' 

..•... :~~:~~:~~~~:~~::~~·~~~~~~~::~;.·~~f~~~~~~~~~fi:~~.~!4~~j~J( 
A National Command Authorities (NCA)-approved course of action (COA) is transformed 

into an operation order (OPORD) during the execution planning phase of crisis action planning, 
as shown in the figure below. In this phase, the Joint Planning and Execution Community 
(JPEC) performs the detailed planning necessary to execute the approved COA when directed 
by the NCA. If required by the situation, the supported commander will initiate campaign 
planning or refme a campaign plan already in development This should guide the development 
of the OPORD. 

Actual forces, sustainment, and strategic mobility resources are identified and the concept 
. of operations is described in OPORD format. Following crisis action planning procedures 

and using capabilities provided through Joint Operation Planning and Execution System and 
Worldwide Military Command and Control System, the supported commander develops the 
OPORD and supporting timed-phased force and deployment data (TPFDD) by modifying 
an existing operation plan, expanding an existing operation plan in concept format (with or 
without TPFDD), or developing a new plan. Supporting commanders providing augmenting 
forces identify and task specific units and provide movement requirements. Component 
commanders identify and update sustainment requirements in coordination with the Services. 

US Transportation Command develops transportation schedules to support the requirements 
identified by the supported commander. A transportation schedule does not mean that the 
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supported commander's TPFDD or COA is transportation feasible; rather, the schedules 
developed are the most effective and realistic given the numbers and types of assets and their 
location in relation to C-day and L-hour. The Services determine mobilization requirements 
and plan for the provision of nonunit sustainment. Force preparation action is accomplished 
throughout the JPEC in accordance with deployment postures directed by the Secretary of 
Defense, and deployability posture reporting is initiated. 

The Chairman and the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff monitor execution planning 
activities,resolve.shortfalls when required, and review the supported commander's OPORD 
for feasibility and adequacy. The execution planning phase terminates with an NCA decision 
to implement the OPORD. In those instances where the crisis does ·not progress to 
implementation, the ~hairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff provides guidance regarding 
continued planning under either crisis action or deliberate planning procedures. If the NCA 
decide to execute the OPORD, planning enters its final phase: execution. 

Related Terms 
crisis action planning; Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

EXECUTIVE AGENT 
.... ·.·,':"'":.• ···:·. >/. ••· .>~~~::~;~ .,,_. .. 

A term used in Department of Defense and Sei-ViJe· ~egulatiQn$~[.t~·(iii~:i6at~::'~>. : 
delegation Of authority by a superior·to a Sl:JbOrdlnat~ tc{'aet Oft{~~~alf6f 'the<' : 
superior. An agreement between equals does·notc:reat~ ar'l.:~X~lJtiy~~gen(> 
For example, a Service cannot'become a Depat1rn~nt~f:[)efer,i~E3;,E~eclj~iye/< 
Agent for a particular matter with simply the agreerileritof:th.e:c)try~r~~;rviqes;;.:. 
such .authority must be delegated by the Secretary of.,Oeferis~~:::[j~slgq~tiof"l as\·:· 
executive agent, in and of itself, confers no authority~·<·_'The. ex~:¢(rlat~re::anC:J;:;.:: 
scope of the authority delegated must be stated.in.the_·:docurn~~f~~~ign~ting:/ 
the executive agent. An executive agent may be_iimit~dt().P.rc?yi~i~g:.·Q.hiY~'"'.~: 
administration and .support or coordinating comrrion::functiqn~i.9.h,it.:O;lay::be:''": 
delegated authority, direction, and control over specified resources·f6'ispedfiecf<· 
purposes. · · · ·. · >·. :<;.~ :> <.:-: :i:jp·t;;;Q2 .. : :· 

:·: ·. :>~:~~;: :~\);~}-::~}/!~~~<~~ :~:;·:~~~.:::·. . '. 

The Secretary of Defense may designate one of his immediate subordinates, normally the 
Secretary of a Military Department or a combatant commander, to act as his executive agent . 
for the performance of duties or activities, normally temporary or transitory, which do not 
warrant assignment of an additional permanent function. The purpose, scope of authority, 
and duration of such designation is made clear in the establishing directive. Executive agent 
responsibilities and activities assigned to the Secretary of a Military Department may serve 
as justification of budgetary requirements but will not be used as the basis for establishing 
additional force requirements. Responsibilities of an Executive Agent are as shown in the 
figure below. 
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.JP0-2 
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Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Arrried Forces (UNAAF) 
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FACILITIES 
;:;~:::~)~:.; :?:=;·:~·:-;:::=) \::: ·'"· . '.. . . . ' . :' : ;:-~ ·~ ... ;. '.: :·: .. · .: ·: ·::.; ·. ·..,;: ~(:: :t::t:··: ·::r:)~::~·:-: ~-- :::; ~ . ···~:·::•. :;t:~~~:~-~\:)\(~t~~~ .:; . £,·,··:~: ·.·: 

?t'i~~~;~~~~~~~~~:~j~~r~niu~~~~~~~~~~.~·i~~]~l~~l~ 
The commander of a combatant command (CINC) is responsible for the coordination of 

planning, programming, and construction of facilities within the command. Additionally, 
the CINC should determine the priorities in the programming of facilities necessary to support 
the mission. Contingency construction project requests in overseas areas require validation 
by the CINC. The CINC may establish a Joint Facilities Utilization Board (JFUB) to assist in 
managing facilities. 

The JFUB evaluates and reconciles component requests for real estate, use of existing 
facilities, inter-Service support, and construction to ensure compliance with Joint Civil-Military 
Engineering Board (JCMEB) priorities. The JFUB is activated on the order of a joint force 
commander and chaired by the Logistics Directorate, with members from component 
commands and any required special activities (e.g.·, legal and civil affairs). The JFUB also 
provides administrative support and functions as the executive agency for the tasking of the 
JCMEB. 

Facility requirements are optimized consistent with expected operational requirements, 
duration of need, and forces to be supported. If facilities must be acquired to support joint· 
operations, the requirements should be satisfied in the following order, consistent with 
operational imperatives and economic judgment: 

• Use existing facilities owned. occupied. or leased by the US in a theater of operations. 
• Use US-owned relocatable buildings and facility substitutesprepositionedin the theater 

of operations. 
• Exercise the provisions of host-nation support agreements. 
• Acquire existing facilities in the theater of operations from commercial sources. 

Navy SEABEEs use contingency construction skills to construct strong back 
tent villages lor Cuban migrants during Operation SEA SIGNAL · 
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• Use US-owned relocatable buildings and facility substitutes located outside the theater 
of operations. 

• Construct new facilities. 
Facility designs are developed using the following principles: 
• Maintenance requirements are considered in the design of facilities. 
• Facility scopes are based on Joint Chiefs of StaffMemorandum-275-89. 
• Standard facility designs are de:veloped to meet Service doctrinal requirements based on 

site condition assumptions and structural configurations to sustain anticipated unit 
equipment. · The standard designs should, therefore, be construed as valid for most 
situations. The designs may be modified based on operational, environmental, unusual · 
site, or unique customer requirements. The availability of relocatableshelters or facility 
substitutes also may have design implications. 

Construction standards, shown in the figure below, determine the types of materials and 
construction techniques used in constructing facilities in support of contingency operations. 
Contingency construction standards provide criteria that minimize engineer efforts while 
providing facilities of a quality consistent with the mission requirements, personnel health 
and safety, and the expected availability of construction resources. Where mission requirements 
are similar, facilities should be constructed to the same standards by all Services. Construction 
requirements may be met by commercial, off-the-shelfbuilding systems that are austere and 
rapidly erectable, and yet have a life span that exceeds even the temporary standard if that 
alternative is as cost or operationally effective. 
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The figure below provides examples of the types of construction considered under initial 
and temporary standards. 

STANDARDS OF CONSTRUCTION 

TYPE OF INITIAL TEMPORARY 
CONSTRUCTION 

Site preparation Clearing and grading for Engineering site 
facilities sites, including preparation, including 
drainage, revetments for pavement for vehicle traffic 
petroleum, oils, and lubricants areas and aircraft parking, 
and ammo storage and aircraft building foundations, and 
parking; aggregate for heavily concrete floor slabs. 
used hardstands; and soil 
stabilization. 

Troop housing Tents (may have wood frames Wood frame structures; 
and flooring). relocatable structures; 

mobile structures. 

Electricity Tactical generators; high and Nontactical generators and 
low voltage distribution. high or low voltage 

distribution. 

Water Water points, wells, and/or Limited distribution to 
other potable water production· hospitals, dining halls, and 
and pressurized water other large users. 
distribution systems. 

Cold storage Portable refrigeration with Refrigeration installed in 
freezer units for medical, food, temporary structures . 

. and maintenance storage. 

Sanitation Organic equipment, evaporative Waterborne to austere 
ponds, pit or burnout latrines, treatment facility. Priorities 
lagoons for hospitals, and are hospitals, dining halls, 
sewage lift stations. bath houses, 

decontamination sites, and 
other high volume water 
users. 

Airfield pavement Tactical surfacing, including Conventional pavement. • 
matting aggregate, soil 
stabilization, and concrete 
pads. 

Fuel storage Bladders. Bladders and steel tanks. 

• The type of airfield surfacing to be used will be based on the expected number and 
weight of aircraft involved in operations. 
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JP4-04 

FEASIBILITY 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 

:~r;&~b~ a:~:~::~~~ :~~~:~,:~~:1~~~~~~~~~~1~.~~',,, 
Feasible plans accomplish assigned tasks with resources that are available within the time 

frames contemplated by the plan. Measures to enhance feasibility include ensuring effective 
employment schemes, sufficiency of resources and capabilities, and maintaining alternatives 
and reserves. · 

Related Terms 
acceptability; ad~uacy 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

FIELD SERVICES 

Combatant commanders are responsible for the search, recovery, identification, care, and 
evacuation or disposition of deceased personnel within their theaters. The responsibility 
extends not only to deceased personnel of US forces, but also to allied, third country, and 
enemy dead. For humanitarian, health, and morale reasons, this responsibility may extend to 
the local populace. Combatant commanders are responsible for controlling and coordinating 
mortuary affairs operations within their theaters. This responsibility also pertains to peacetime 
mass fatality incidents. 

mortuary affairs 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logis~ic Support of Joint Operations 

FIGHTER ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

See weapon engagement zone. 

Fighter engagement zone (FEZ) operations usually take place in airspace above and beyond 
the engagement ranges of surface-based (land and sea) and short-range air defense systems 
and are an altemati ve engagement operation if the detailed control aspects of joint engagement 
operations cannot be met. The principle of meeting the massed combat airpower of the 
enemy with comparable mass to defeat enemy efforts is highly dependent on coordination 
and flexibility within the airspace control system in the combat zone. Under FEZ operations, 
surface-to-airmissile systems will not be allowed to frre weapons unless targets are positively 
identified as hostile and assigned by higher authority, or unless they are firing in self-defense~ 
FEZ operations offer great ability for the joint force commander to respond immediately with 
fighter assets to an enemy air offensive regardless of its location. FEZ and missile engagement 
zone operations present the enemy with the dilemma of defending against two entirely different 
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weapon systems, greatly decreasing enemy survivability. FEZ operations within the airspace 
control area should not result in undue restraints on the ability of surface-based air defense 
systems to engage the threat. 

FEZs normally will be established in those areas where no effective surface-to-air capability 
is deployed. These operations usually take place in airspace above and beyond the engagement 
ranges of surface-based (land and sea), short-rangeair defense systems, and are an alternative 
type of engagement operation if the detailed control aspects of joint engagement operations 
cannot be met. FEZ is an air defense control·measure. 

From an air defense perspective, FEZ normally is used when fighter aircraft have the clear 
operational advantage over surface-based systems. These advantages could include range, 
density of fire, rules of engagement, or coordination requirements. From an airspace control 
perspective, FEZ provides airspace users with location of the engagement zone for fighter 
aircraft for mission planning purposes. 

Coordination and flexibility within the combat airspace control system may be a limiting 
factor with FEZ. Under FEZ operations, surface-to-airrnissile systems will not be allowed to 
fire weapons unless targets are positively identified as ho~tile and assigned by higher authority, 
or unless they are firing in self defense. · 

The area air defense commander is the point of contact. 
Related Terms 

weapon engagement zone 
Source Joint Publications 

JP3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

FORCE EXTRACTION 

Force extraction theater airlift operations involve the combat air movement of personnel, 
units, and materiel from positions in the immediate vicinity of enemy forces. Because the 
purpose of these movements may range from withdrawal operations to the lateral movement 
of forces to new operating locations, the relationship of operational and logistic considerations 
can vary widely. These operations generally are planned to accomplish a movement with the 
minimum expenditure of airlift resources. However, in higher threat situations it may also be 
necessary to preserve the combat capabilities of departing units for as long as possible at the 
departure terminal, while building them up as rapidly as possible at the arrival terminal. In 
such cases, operational requirements may be more important than the efficient use of allowable 
cabin loads. In the latter stages of a complete extraction of friendly forces from a combat 
area, planners should provide sui table operational assets to protect both the extracting forces 
and the airlift forces engaged in their movement. Extractions are logistical backhaul operations. 
Commanders must evaluate the risk of extracting materiel as compared to the impact of 

. abandonment and replacement. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 

FORCE INTERACTION 

Force interaction with regard to enemy forces is another way for joint force commanders 
(JFCs) to achieve concentration in the various dimensions. JFCs arrange symmetrical and 
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asymmetrical actions to take advantage of friendly strengths and enemy vulnerabilities and 
to preserve freedom of action for future operations. The history of joint operations highlights 
the enormous lethality of asymmetrical operations and the great operational sensitivity to 
such threats. Asymmetrical actions that pit joint force strengths against enemy weaknesses 
and maneuver in time and space can provide decisive advantage. Asymmetrical operations 
are particularly effective when applied against enemy forces not postured for immediate 

. tactical battle but instead operating in more vulnerable aspects- operational deployment 
and/or movement, extended logistic activity (including rest and refitting), or mobilization 
and training (including industrial production). Thus, JFCs aggressively seek opportunities to 
apply asymmetrical force against an enemy in as vulnerable an aspect as possible - air 
attacks against enemy ground formations in convoy (the air and special operations forces 
interdiction operations against German attempts to reinfo·rce its forces in Normandy), naval 
attacks against troop transports (US attacks against Japanese reinforcement of Guadalcanal), 
and land operations against enemy naval, air, or missile bases (allied maneuver in Europe in 
1944 to reduce German submarme bases and V -1 and V -2launching sites). There are literally 
dozens of potential modes of attack to be considered as JFCs plan the application of air, land, 
sea, space, and special operations forces against the various aspects of enemy capabilities. 

As a final part of force interaction~ JFCs must take action to protect or shield all elements 
of the joint force from enemy symmetrical and asymmetrical action. This function of protection 
has particular relevance in joint warfare, as JFCs seek to reduce the vulnerability of their 
forces and enhance their own freedom of action. 

JP 3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

FORCE MODULE 

A grouping of combat~ combat support. and combat ~~~id~<~,~~~aH!~~,f~~:·~·~-t1'L: 
their accompanying supplie.s and.the required nonupij~:re.s~pply,~~ndj>~~o[lp~l.''\\ 

. necessary to sustain forces for a minimum of 30 days?<J''hE{elemS.nt5J)tfofceK> 
modules are linked together or are uniquely identified.·soJh~tJii~y::n')ay,H~~·,:X 
extracted from or adjusted as an entity in the JoiJ1t:op~r~~iqh.·.e,~~H'n.ihg,a'Qg:,:·;:. 
Execution System data bases to enhance flexibUit}i·and.·:usef~lfie~s::9f':t~~'\],;. 
operation plan during a crisis. Also called FM. · · · · ·· · ··::<~~r\· \.~:·~j \:::::),9J:,.'J.BjbQ2iU~; 

. . ... · • .. : ·::- ·•. :: . . ... ;·.- -,: : :/~-~?::: .. \~::.: :~- -~~:~·~'.};::~~-~:-~\::.:::;;:~ 

Force modules are a planning and execution tool that provides a means of logically grouping 
records, which facilitates planning, analysis, and monitoring. Force modules may include 
both forces and sustainment. There are three types of force modules. 

Service or Supporting Command Force Module. Built by the Service or supporting 
command headquarters to represent the notional force structure of a given major unit. The · 
Service Force Module contains combat force(s), combat support, combat service suppo~ 
and sustainment for a minimum of 30 days. The Service Force Modules contain type units 
and an estimate of accompanying supplies and non-unit -related sustainment materiel required 
to support the unit. Current sustainment in Service Force Modules is developed by a 
combination of hand-generated data and computer-generated data based on Service-developed 
sustainment factors and will be used to determine gross transportation feasibility. The Service 
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Force Module is designed to be a basic building block to aid the planner in both deliberate 
and crisis action planning. 

Operation Plan (OPLAN)-DependentForce Module. OPLAN-DependentForce Modules 
are force modules that have been modified or developed by supported CINC or Service 
components to respond to a specific planning task, such as flexible deterrent options or OPLAN 
Force Module Packages. 

Force Tracking Force Module. This force module is OPLAN dependent and does not 
contain sustainment data. Force Tracking Force Modules, as a minimum, will consist of 
major Service combat units and are required for all OPLANs. 

Related Terms 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-03.1 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System Vol I: (Planning PoliCies 

and Procedures) 

FORCE MOVEMENT CONTROL CENTER 

Marine Corps components usually control requests for theater air movements through 
coordinated actions by the component movement control center, the command element's 
force movement control center (FMCC) of the Marine air-ground task force (MAGTF), and 
the Air Force tactical air control system. The process is initiated when the MAGTF FMCC 
transmits an airlift request to the joint movement center for validation and the joint air operations 
center for information. When airlift is approved, the MAGTF logistics movement control 
center organizes combat service support units to support the move. 

Related Terms 
joint movement center 

JP 3-17 
Source Joint Publications 

JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

FORCE PLANNING 

Planning associated with the creation and mai~t~~~ri¢~'~i:"Miiit~&~6~~~~ilj'ti~$i".}~ 
It is primarily the responsibility of the Military Departme.nt~·:~nd::ser,J)~~~~;an.~'J~T( 

~~~~~:~~ ~ed:il~~~a~;;;~~~~~~=~n~~~;~:81'~,'~~~~~'~i~-~~~~~i~ 
Military planning includes two broad categories of planning: force planning and joint 

operation planning. (See figure below.) 
Force planning is associated with the creation and maintenance of military capabilities. It 

is primarily the responsibility of the Military Departments, Services, and US Special Operations 
Command (USSOCOM) and is conducted under administrative control that runs from the 
Secretary of Defense to the Secretaries of the Military Departments to the Chiefs of the 
Services. The Services recruit, organize, train, equip, and provide forces for assignment to 
combatant commands and administer and support these forces. USSOCOM has similar 
responsibility for special operation forces, with the exception of organizing Service 
components. 
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Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

FORCE PROJECTION 

The National Command Authorities may direct combatant commanders to resolve a crisis 
quickly, employing immediately available forward-presence forces, and, at the lowest level 
possible, to preclude escalation of the crisis. When this response is not enough, the projection 
of forces from the continental US or another theater may be necessary. When opposed, force 
projection can be accomplished rapidly by forcible entry coordinated with strategic airlift 
and sealift, and prepositioned forces. For example, the ability to generate high intensity 
~om bat power from the sea can provide for effective force projection operations in the absence 
of timely or unencumbered access. 

Force projection usually begins as a rapid response to a crisis. Alert may come with "little 
or no notice, bringing with it tremendous stress on personnel and systems, accompanied by 
requests from the media for information. In any event, rapid •. yet measured, response is 
critical. 

Joint forces participate in force projection operations in both war and operations other than 
war. These operations may be either unopposed or opposed by an adversary. Joint force 
commanders (JFCs) sequence, enable, and protect the arrival of forces to achieve early decisive 
advantage. An example of enabling and protecting the arrival of forces when access is initially 
unavailable is the seizure and defense of lodgment areas by naval forces, which would then 
serve as initial entry poi~ts for the continuous and uninterrupted flow of additional forces and 
materiel into the theater. To accomplish this decisive advantage, forcible entry operations 
may be required at the onset. When opposed, force projection can be accomplished rapidly 
by forcible entry coordinated with strategic airlift and sealift, and pre-positioned forces. Both 
types of operations demand a versatile mix of forces that are organized, trained, equipped, 
and poised to respond quickly. 

Opposed operations require a viable forcible entry capability with forces prepared to fight 
immediately upon entry. Unopposed operations may afford an opportunity, following arrival 
in the operational area, to continue to build combat power, train, rehearse, acclimate, and 
otherwise establish the conditions for successful operations. In unopposed entry, JFCs control 
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the flow of forces that best facilitates the buildup of forces necessary for the envisioned 
operations. Logistic capability may be a higher priority than combat capability, which could 
be initially limited to that needed for protection. 

The protection of forces will often be a friendly center of gravity during early entry 
operations. Therefore, early entry forces should deploy with sufficient organic and supporting 
capabilities to preserve their freedom of action and protect personnel and equipment from 
potential or likely threats .. 

JFCs introduce forces in a manner that enables rapid force buildup into the structure required 
for anticipated operations and simultaneous protection of the force. From a command and 

Airlift is a comers tone of global force projection. 

control (C2) perspective,echelonmentis essential. Early entry forces should include the C2 
capability to assess the situation, make decisions, and conduct initial operations. 

Jl> 3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

FORCE PROTECTION 

. . .. · ~ .. ·· :·.: I·.::~:-.;:.:.·::~~~:~s~;i:~?\:~J~f;~~::~~t~I~?~~~;~m~:t,r~r~;\:~fr:~x1r:~r-~:~}~·:t<> 
Secunty program· des1gned to protect sold1ers, . ciyn1~p, emp~oy~~~~:!farolty,_:~>, 
members, facilities, and equipment, in alllocatioris an9(~itii:~~iqr,i$i·.~~'«fP.J!.~tj'~ff:;): 
through planned and integrated application of cqrjlb~~ittg.JerrQ~~~~i:J)tiY.~icci.t.H 

:~~:~.~~~~~~~:n~:~~~~~=:~~~h:r~e:~;~t~,~ilf~tPg~~~f~ . 
In peacetime, geographic combatant commanders establish measures and procedures that 

preserve the combat power of their forces. In wartime, geographic combatant commanders 
carry out assigned and implied missions in pursuit of theater strategic objectives derived 
from national and alliance or coalition strategic goals. Force protection responsibilities are 
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modified as necessary in order to ensure security of assigned forces ru:td to protect US interests 
in their areas of responsibility. 

Force protection can be significantly improved with the proper mix of intelligence and 
information gathering. As soon as practical after an operation is declared, joint force 
commanders and planners determine the intelligence requirements needed to support the 
operation. Intelligence planners also consider the capability for a unit to receive external 
intelligence support, the capability to store intelligence data, the timeliness of collection 
systems, the availability of on-the-shelfintelligencepublications, and the possibility of using 
other agencies and organizations as intelligence sources. In some military operations other 
than war (such as peacekeeping), the term "information gathering" is used rather than the· 
term "intelligence" because of the sensitivity of the operation. 

JP3-0 
JP 3-10 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
,Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 

FORCES AND FUNCTIONS 

Commanders and planners can design campaigns and operations that focus on defeating 
either enemy forces or functions, or a combination of both. Typically, joint force commanders 
(JFCs) structure operations to attack both enemy forces and functions concurrently in order 
to create the greatest possible contact area between friendly and enemy forces and capabilities. 
These types of operations are especially appropriate when friendly forces enjoy technological 
and/or numerical superiority over an opponent. 

JFCs can focus on destroying and disrupting critical enemy functions such as command 
and control, resupply, and air defense. Attack of an enemy's functions is normally intended 
to destroy enemy balance, thereby creating vulnerabilities to be exploited. Destruction or 
disruption of critical enemy functions can create uncertainty,-confusion, and even panic in 
enemy leadership and forces and may contribute directly to the collapse of enemy capability 
and will. The appropriateness of functional attack as the principal design concept frequently 
is based on time required and available to cripple enemy critical functions as well as the 
enemy's current actions and li~ely ·response to such attacks. 

operational art 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

FORCIBLE ENTRY 

Forcible entry is seizing and holding a military lodgment in the face of armed opposition. 
In many situations. forcible entry is the only method for gaining access into the operational 
area or for introducing decisive forces into the region. Forcible entry capabilities give joint 
force commanders (JFCs) unique opportunities for altering the nature of the situation, such 
as the opportunity for gaining the initiative at the outset of combat operations. Forcible entry 
operations can st.rlke directly at enemy centers of gravity and can open new avenues for 
military operations. For~ible entry operations can horizontally escalate the operation, 
exceeding the enemy's capability to respond. Forcible entry operations are normally joint 
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operations and may include airborne, amphibious, and air assault operations, or any 
combination thereof. Subordinate joint and Service publications provide details on these 
operations. 

· Forcible entry is normally complex and risky. These operations require detailed intelligence 
and unity of effort. Forces are tailored for the mission and echeloned to permit simultaneous 
deployment and employment. Forcible entry forces need to be prepared to fight immediately 
upon arrival and require robust command, control, communications, computers, and 
intelligence capabilities to move with forward elements. Operations security and deception 
are critical to successful forcible entry. Forcible entry relies on speed and surprise and is 
almost always employed in coordination with special operations. Forcible entry usually 
requires support from naval gunfire and/or aviation assets. Follow-on forces need to be 
prepared to expand the operation, sustain the effort, and accomplish the mission. 

Special operations forces (SOF) may precede forcible entry forces to identify, clarify, and 
modify conditions in the area of the lodgment. SOF may conduct the assaults to seize small, 
initial lodgments such as airfields or ports. They may provide fire support and conduct other 
operations in support of the forcible entry. They may conduct special reconnaissance and 
interdiction operations well beyond the lodgment. 

The stistainment requirements and challenges for forcible entry operations can be formidable, 
but must not be allowed to become such an overriding concern that the forcible entry operation 
itself is jeopardized. JFCs carefully balance the introduction of logistic forces needed to 
.support initial combat with combat forces required to establish, maintain, and protect the 
lodgment. 

Forcible entry has been conducted throughout the history of the Armed Forces of the 
United States. Forcible entry is usually a complex operation and should therefore be kept as 
simple as possible in concept. Schemes of maneuver and coordination between forces need 
to be clearly understood by all participants. When airborne, amphibious, and air assault 
operations are combined, unity of effort is vital. Rehearsals are a critical part of preparation 
for forcible entry. 

In the early morning hours of 20 December 198!~,.t he::·c.c•mrnalridta!t::ll'f(;hi~ef/IJ$1f:'':;i: 
Southern Command, JTF Panama, conducted multiJ:.Ie~'$ilmUIItai'l.e,~u:s.:f~or~:lb.lijj:(j: 
entry operations to begin Operation JUST CAUSE~• 
seized key lodgments at Torrijos-Tocumen · Ml · · 
Airport and at the Panamanian Defense Force· (Piifl(b:iilse'at'Ri()<Hatcl/ :~~he 
used these lodgments for force buildup . and~ to>::~!.~\~~~~,r~;fJ;~~~~~}~~~;j[(j~~~~]l,:~<~)[~[l against the PDF. · ;." 

The JTF commander synchronized the forcible e·1 ~tlj~/OJ~eratlc).nsiWittfi'i(lriner'Quls:;:1:'; 

other operations Involving virtuaUy ea~n:~.~~· ~~~~~:!i!!i~=~:;;~c~;r'!~ij):~~~!i~~~r~1~~~~~~f;: ... parachute assaultforces strateglcaUy d 

ba~es, some In C.141 Starlifters, others In~~~~~~~~~~~~~ · large formation expeiienced delays from·.a· · · 
airfield··- Its operations and timing were. · 

.. adjusted for assault operations because of 
. compromise. SOF reconnalssa~ce and 
.. minute Information on widely dispe.rsed ·tarae1tS~~~;~';:e(::F: 

:_.:::.:<>t2~tt::tr;;;'<:n1::c:? ;;,;;h~n:;;h!::~tir~ 
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< .. ··:. ·< . , ..... <::;·.~·;. ':~ .,,:.::,-. :':: ..... :· ..... ,_ ... :• .... . :··· .::. : ...... -. __ : ::.::;::;;v~::::<:::i·) ::,, :,;: .. ~::: •·:·~~-·;···· ... ,., :<;: .. :>:,.>··· 
·: ··At:li~.hoiJ,r: tb~paracf1qte a.~asault_forc;tts,· 'Q~ar(;t-di;lpl(tyed.~forces~:~Of/Jin.~ ·_air·:~·. 

:.:: .. elf)~en~ 9f_t~ej_oint:force.: slm,.ulblne~usty-attackecj~2,'7~rg~t~ .. :.:. ··.:m.o~~·()f:theni-.:t, 
:_-.· .irith~·-vic~niw· ,()f .. thEt: P.ariama. Canai Zone •. · :lllu$ir~t~~g. ~atiiJFC$· orgfl~~ze arid(' 
':;:: ·apply, f~rce 'ln.-'a ·rnann~r,:tha.tfit~.· thttsit~atlon;·t11e<~Tf:··c().rra~'-"der.;~mpioyed'>·~ 
f'·tarid'atid-~()Fs:toatta(:l(.~trat~gi~--~argets.and'·stea~~~·-'ai~cfiift.t~.att8~~, ... c~l~•···:::·' 
'• : ~ anCI.operatlonat-tevel targetS~ . .·(> :;:: >·, · · · · .· .. , . · .. •'' ·: ~;:- :. · :·:' · ·::: · :• ~ .. ::. / .. ~. , · • .::::-.:,_:·:<:· ·· · ,. ' · 

' !h-~~~;ble&n:~ ~peratlons, com~;~I!Q~lh -~~~f~~~~~,~~,~~~~~~alts.~~; 
: ·agah1st eiiemy C2 facilities and ·key· units, seized .tht(ioitlati_v~' a11d; paral#.e~ '·) 

·:: enemy· dt!c:ision making. Most' fighting was ::co~~~u~e.~f·w.i_thi~,'~'t .~ouri ... :;:: 
. : : casuiiltl~~-. ~ere: minimiZed. ·It was:_~::.ctassic ~o-~~:-~_!:!!!:'~.i~1:rt~;::,·,~,:E(.':,~:::~~~:.~:> .. :!~.:~·~,//\), 

Related Terms 
airdrop; amphibious operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

FOREIGN INTERNAL DEFENSE 

· ·. · · · : · · : ·: · ·. ·.: · ··:···: · { [-y:~: :~;: ::(::~{?}<?-~~:-/t~:t~::;~~~:r:~~:~~~~;::i/~~~F~}~t:·~:.):;·:··:?v~ .· 
Participation by civilian and military· agencies ot:cj::gpveiju~~ryfio. ·any;Jof:th~\::::: 
action programs taken by another· government to Jr~~ :and prqt~~rit~.·.~ietY{ •·. 
from subversion, lawlessness, and insurgency. ·.~;l~:f::·,$~1~~?:!R:Ip.~~].:J·f~--t~~:~)·:_~;··9~:._: 

Foreign internal defense (FID) programs encompass the total political, economic, 
informational, and military support provided to another nation to assist its fight against 
subversion and insurgency. US military support to FID should focus on assisting host nation 
(HN) personnel to anticipate, preclude, and counter these threats. FID supports HN internal 
defense and development (IDAD) programs. US military involvement in FID has traditionally 
been focused on helping another nation defeat an organized movement attempting to overthrow 
the government. US FID programs may address other threats to an HN's intemal stability, 
such as civil disorder, illicit drug trafficking, and terrorism. These threats may, in fact, 
predominate in the future as traditional power centers shift, suppressed cultural and ethnic 
rivalries surface, and the economic incentives of illegal drug trafficking continue. US military 
support to FID may include training. materiel. advice, or other assistance, including direct 
support and combat operations as authorized by the National Command Authorities (NCA), 
to HN forces in executing an IDAD program. FID is a principal special operations mission. 

When it is in the interests of US national security, the US may employ all elements of 
national power to assist a friendly nation in conducting IDAD programs. For FID to be 
successful in meeting an HN's needs, the United States Government (USG) must integrate 
efforts of multiple government agencies. Ideally the FID program will incorporate all elements 
in a synergistic manner that supports HN requirements and US national policy and interests 
in the most advantageous way. 

Such integration and coordination are essentially vertical between levels of command and 
organization, and horizontal between USG agencies and HN military and civilian agencies. 
In addition, integration and coordination requirements may extend to allied nations participating 
with the United States in multinational FID efforts. As is evident in the figure below, the 
.lines of organization and command and control in a FID situation are interwoven and often 
unclear. This factor, combined with the breadth of potential FID operations, makes complete 
integration and coordination of all national FID efforts a daunting challenge. 
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Combatant commands with geographic areas of responsibility (AORs) are responsible for 
planning and executing military operations in support of FID in their regions. Other unified 
commands play a supporting role to those combatant commanders by providing resources to 
conduct operations as directed by the NCA. The combatant commander has the responsibility 
of coordinating and monitoring all the military activities in his AOR in support of FID 
programs. The priority and importance of the F1D mission will depend on the individual 
theater; however, in certain areas FID may represent the combatant commander's most 
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important peacetime mission. Organizing for military operations in FID ·will vary, but there 
are fundamental principles that apply when planning or executing FID operations as shown 
in the following examples: 

• Military activities in support of FID are an integral part of the long-range strategic plans 
and objectives for the command's AOR. These plans must reflect national security 
priorities and guidance. 

• Although planning and executing military. operations in FID require a coordinated staff 
and interagency effort, responsibility and accountability remain with the designated 
planning and operations section. 

JP 3-07 
JP 3-07.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
JTTP for Foreign Internal Defense (FID) 

FORWARD IMPETUS 

The impetus of logistic support is from the continental US into the theater and forward. A 
system of continuous replenishment may take the form of either automatic (push) replenishment 
or requisitioning (pull) replenishment. Whenever possible, the push system is preferred to 
increase scheduled replenishment and reduce requirements on the logistic command, control, 
communications, and computers system. ldeall y, forward commanders should be relieved of 
logistic support details without impairing control of their organic logistic support capabilities. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

FORWARD OPERATING BASE 

. - · ·. · · : .. : ~;·: ~l~:\~r/~:-~~~rtt:.:;~~H(:::~~f;~t~>~:.-~;~~~.}~:~:~~r~~-?~~;:~4r~tii~~H~~~~~~~w~~:~ 
An airfield used to supP<>rt tactical operations withoufesb:lblistji~·gJt:JRt~u-ppQ.rff.H 
facilities. The base may be used for an extended tiri.l~ 'P.~~Q~;~:'$qBI),qf,t\py:~~i·,; 
main operating base will be required to provide ba~~4P:~:U.P;P~ct·;for}~~·f()~~·'Cf-;.·: 
operating base. Also called FOB. . · .-,._ .':i;·.:·: .. :;:;:;]:}~.~·{;·~;~\f.Wl.:,t:~:~~i):f8%;·]~[\i 
Forward Operating Bases (FOB). Forward deployment of fixed-wing close air ~upport 

(CAS) aircraft offers several advantages. Operating from locations .close to the battle area 
can increase loiter time in the objective area, extend effective combat radius, and, perhaps 
most importantly, make the CAS firepower more responsive to ground commanders by 
shortening the response time~ Preplanned logistic support is vital to ensure sufficient 
ammunition, fuel, and servicing equipment is in position and ready for use when it i's needed. 

Supported units should provide a forecast of anticipated CAS targetS, so appropriate 
munitions can be transported to FOBs and prepared for use. Supporting units are responsible 
for keeping FOBs operational by planning for and carrying out logistical support. FOB 
logistical support is a function of the number and type of aircraft using the location, operations 
tempo, quantity and type of munitions being employed, and system-specific support 
requirements. 
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Logistics is a very important consideration when more than one component is operating 
out of a FOB. Direct liaison between all units involved is vital, and can be critical to mission 
success. Considerations include munitions handling equipment, fuel connections, type and 
grade of fuel, and weapon arming and fuzing equipment and configurations. 

Air Direct Delivery. Air direct delivery is a strategiC airlift mission which lands at a 
forward operating base and does not invqlve a theater airlift transshipment in conjunction 
with the strategic airlift. Considerations in selecting air direct delivery are shown in the 
figure below and include: 

AIR DIRECT DELIV,ERY:'·':'::: . 

• ground plan; 
• suppression of enemy air defenses; 
• proximity and capacity of airfields at destination; 
• offload capability at destination airfield to include the need for additional materials 

handling equipment and logistical personnel; 
• the ground force package may be designed for delivery from continental US to forward 

areas. Light forces have limited organic transportation capability. 

JP 3-09.3 
JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

· Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 
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FORWARD PRESENCE 

Forward presence activities demonstrate our commitment, lend credibility to our alliances, 
enhance regional stability, and provide a crisis response capability while promoting US 
influence and access. In addition to forces stationed overseas and afloat, forward presence 
activities include periodic and rotational deployments, access and storage agreements, 
multinational exercises, port visits, foreign military training, foreign community support and 
military-to~military contacts. Given their location and knowledge of the region, forward 
presence forces could be the first which the combatant commander commits to military 
operations other than war. 

Related Terms 
deterrence 

Source Joint Publications 
.JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

FRATRICIDE 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) make every effort to reduce the potential for fratricide­
the unintentional ki I ling or wounding of friend I y personnel by friendly fire. The destructive 
power and range of modem weapons, coupled with the high intensity and rapid tempo of 
modem combat, increase the potential for fratricide. Commanders must be aware of those 
situations that increase the risk of fratricide and institute appropriate preventative measures. 
The primary mechanisms for limiting fratricide are command emphasis, disciplined operations, 
close coordination among component commands, rehearsals, and enhanced situational 
awareness. Commanders should seeJ( to minimize the potential for fratricide while not limiting 
boldness and audacity in combat. 

Though occasionally the result of malfunctioning weapons, fratricide has often been the 
result of confusion on the battlefield. Causes include misidentification of targets, target· 
location errors, target locations incorrectly transmitted or received, and loss of situational 
awareness by eithenerminal controllers, close air support (CAS) aircrews, or requestors. 
The bottom line is that it is critical for all participants in the CAS process to realize that they 
can contribute to unintentional or i·nadvertent friendly fire incidents. 

All participants in the CAS employment process- maneuver commanders, fire support 
coordinators, targeteers, terminal controllers, and aircrews- are responsible for the effective 
and safe execution of CAS. Each partiCipant must make every effort possible to ensure 
friendly units and enemy forces are correctly identified prior to the release of ordnance. 
JFCs, components, and units must habitually emphasize joint training that routinely exercises 
these joint tactics, techniques, and procedures to create a knowledge and understanding of 
the battlefield in situations in which CAS may be employed. 

JP3-0 
JP 3-09.3 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) · 
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FRICTION, CHANGE, AND UNCERTAINTY 

Friction, chance, and uncertainty still characterize battle. Their cumulative effect comprises 
"the fog of war." We have, for instance, no precisely defined picture of where, when, for how 
long, or why we may be obliged to use force in the defense of our nation or its friends and 
allies. We must be prepared for a broad range of possibilities. Modern technology will not 
eliminate friction, chance, or uncertainty from military undertakings. Indeed, the massive 
quantity of information available to modem commanders produces its own component of 
uncertainty. Instead, friction, chance, and uncertainty are an inevitable part of the medium in 
which we operate. We should prepare mentally, physically, and psychologically to deal with 
this. 

External friction (caused by factors outside our control, such as weather or the enemy) is 
essentially inescapable, though we can sometimes mitigate its effects. Internal "friction" 
caused by excessive rivalries may also confront military forces from time to time. The desire 
to excel and the competition of differing points of views are indispensable to healthy military 
organizations. However, there is no place for rivalry that seeks to undercut or denigrate 
fellow members of the joint team; we must harness all our energies for dealing with our 
enemies. Effective teamwork among the Armed Forces of the United States helps reduce and 
cope with the various frictions associated with military endeavors. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPl Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

FULL EXCHANGE OF INTELLIGENCE 

Nations should share all relevant and pertinent intelligence about the situation and adversary 
to attain the best possible common understanding of threatened interests, determine relevant 
and attainable objectives, and achieve unified efforts against the adversary. (See figure below.) 
The methodology for exchanging intelligence should be conceived and exercised well before 
operations begin. The exchange must be monitored and, when necessary, adapted during 
operations to meet better understood or changing circumstances. The combatant command 
Intelligence Directorates should have personnel knowledgeable in foreign disclosure policy 
and procedures and should obtain necessary foreign disclosure authorization from the Defense 
Intelligence Agency as soon as possible. Assignment to the joint or multinational task force 
of personnel familiar with foreign disclosure regulations will facilitate the efficient flow of 
intelligence. 

Sharing intelligence sources and methods, including cooperative intelligence collection 
and production, may help attain the common objectives of the alliance members or coalition 
partners. When, however, intelligence sources and methods cannot be shared among allied 
or coalition nations, the intelligence should be provided after it is sanitized by effectively 
separating the information from the sources and methods used to obtain it. This sanitizing 

. process must also be exercised in peacetime for both known and probable allies. Intelligence 
production agencies should consider use of tear lines to separate that intelligence and/or 
information within a given report that may be immediately disclosed to alliance members or 
coalition partners. 
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Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

FULL MOBILIZATION 

See mobilization. 

Full. Mobilization Au_thority. The President, upon a declaration of national emergency or 
war by Congress or when otherwise authorized by law, may invoke 10 USC 1230l(a) 
authorizing the Secretary of Defense to direct the Secretaries of the Military Departments to 
ord~r to active duty any member of the Ready Reserve, Retired Reserve, Standby Reserve, 
without their consent, for the duration of the emergency or war plus six months. 

mobilization 

JP4-05 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 
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FUNCTIONAL 

FULL PROCEDURAL CONTROL 

~i~~~~~~~~~~~~~;;~,~~;",~~~~i!~~t~i~iil~~~?~fii~~~i 
Full procedural control would rely on previously agreed to and promulgated air space 

· control measures such as comprehensive air defense identification procedures and rules of 
engagement, low-level transit routes, minimum-risk routes, minimum-risk levels, aircraft 
identification maneuvers, fire support coordination measures, and coordinating altitudes. In 
any case, all missions remain subject to the airspace control order. The figure below summarizes 
both methods of airspace control. 

Related Terms 
full positive control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

FUNCTIONAL 

Sometimes a joint force based solely·on military functions without respect to a specific 
geographic region is more suitable in order to ftx responsibility for certain types of continuing 
operations (e.g., the unified commands for transportation, space, special operations, and 
strategic operations). The commander of a joint force established on a functional basis is 
assigned a functional responsibility by the establishing authority. When defining functional 
responsibilities, the focus should be on the effect desired or service provided. The title of the 
functional responsibility and its delineation are prescribed in the establishing di.rective. 
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FUNCTIONAL COMPONENT COMMAND 

The missions or tasks assigned to the commander of a functional command may require 
that certain installations and activities of that commander be partially or wholly exempt from 
the command authority of an area commander in whose area they are located or within which 
they operate. Such exemptions must be specified by the authority who establishes the functional 
command. Such exemptions do not relieve the commanders of functional commands of the 
responsibility to coordinate with the affected area commanders . 

. R~Iated Terms 
functional component command 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

FUNCTIONAL COMPONENT COMMAND 

= .. A ~.Qmmand normally, but not necessarily, comp6~e.~~~t·~i;~~~i#ti~~~,,~t·~~f~~~}·;; 
Mili.tary.be.partrnents which may be established: acro$S:;·tff~:~f:a'n·~~;@frffl.itJ!~o/ (= 
operations to perform particular operational missions tha.i·ry1~y:~ ()t.=sfig~:.4U.~~iQ(l,(; 

. or may extend over a period of time. . . '"< =: :·:.::i;':.}(i~f~i:_·::·\i·t[j~~\jlft:J~~:.~.t·;f!~~i~~}.;~~~~~> 
Combatant commanders and commanders of subordinate unified commands and joint task 

forces have the authority to establish functional component commands to control military 
operations. Functional component commanders have authority over forces or military 
capability made available to them. Functional component commands may be established 
across the range of military operations to perform operational missions that may be of short 
or extended duration. Joint force commanders (JFCs) may elect to centralize selected functions 
within the joint force, but should strive to avoid reducing the versatility, responsiveness, and 
initiative of subordinate forces. (NOTE: Functional component commands are component 
commands of a joint force and do not constitute a "joint force" with the authorities and 
responsibilities of a joint force as described in this document even when composed of forces 
from two or more Military Departments. (See figure below.) 

The JFC establishing a functional component command has the authority to designate its 
commander. Normally, the Service component commander with·the preponderance of forces 
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to be tasked will be designated as the functional component commander; however, the JFC 
will always consider the mission, nature and duration of the operation, force capabilities, and 
the command and control capabilities in selecting a commander. 

The responsibilities and authority of a functional component command must be assigned 
by the establishingJFC. The establishment of a functional component commander must not 
affect the command relationships. between Service component commanders and the. JFC. 
The JFC must designate the military capability that will be made available for tasking by the 
functional component commander and the appropriate command relationship(s) the functional 
component commander will exercise (e.g., a joint force special operations component 
commander normally has operational control of assigned forces and a joint force air component 
commander is normally delegated tactical control of the sorties or other military capability 
made available). 

The commander of a functional component command is responsible for making 
recommendations to the establishing commander on the proper employment of the military 
capabilhy made available to accomplish the assigned responsibilities. 

The functional component commander will normally be a Service component commander. 
As a Service component commander, the functional component commander also has the 
responsibilities associated with Service component command for those assigned forces. When 
a functional component command is composed of forces of two or more Services, the functional 
component commander must be cognizant of the constraints imposed by logistic factors on 
the capability of the assigned forces and the responsibilities retained by the Service component 
commanders. 

When a functional component command will employ forces from more than one Service, 
the functional component commander's staff should reflect the composition of the functional 
component command in order to provide the commander with the expertise needed to 
effectively employ the forces made available. Staff oillets for the needed expertise and 
individuals to fill those billets should be identified and used when the functional component 
staffs are formed for exercises and actual operations. The number of personnel on this staff 
should be kept to the minimum and should be consistent with the task performed. The 
structure of the staff should be flexible enough to expand or contract under changing conditions 
without a loss in coordination or capability. · 

Related Terms 
Service component command 

JP0-2 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

FUNCTIONAL PLANS 

Plans invol~ing the conduct of milit~uy ope 
environment developed by combatant · 
.such as disaster relief, nation assistance, 
protection of US citizens, nuclear weapon ... 
of operations, or similar discrete tasks. They 
the requirements of the Joint Strategic · · 
CINC, or as tasked by the supported 
or Defense agency. Chairman of the Joint 
·plans is not normally required. 
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Functional plans involve the conduct of military operations in a peacetime or permissive 
environment. These plans are traditionally developed for specific functions or discrete tasks 
(e.g., nuclear weapon recovery or evacuation, logistics, communications, or continuity of 
operations) but may be developed to address functional peacetime operations such as disaster 
relief, humanitarian assistance, peacekeeping, or counterdrug operations. Functional plans 
will be written using the Joint Operation Planning and Execution System procedures and 
formats specified for an operation plan in concept format (without time-phased force and 
deployment data). 

Related Terms 
·joint operation planning 

JP5-0 

FUSION 

Source Joint Public~tions 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

1. jne proce_ss wheniby the nuclei of light elen;g~~:~~~~~~t)f~:~~~~J~~Il,! 
of a heavier element, with the release of tremendous·aro(>qhtS:ot:.~n~r.Qy~~:tg~::~n·(::~: 
intelligence usage, the process of examining ·aif:s6ur~s'-:ofo.~in~~-J!i'g~f:l~, 8.~~:;;~:~ 
information to derive a complete assessment:o~::~~~}~]~~;~'[~~'i;{I~~;-:J[·it1f~i·:~:;~(~f~i~:;~rf;~~:~~~1 
Intelligence Fusion. All-source intelligence fusion must begin with collec~on and 

production planning. Each source can provide useful information and cues for collection and 
exploitation through other sources. 

Information Fusion. The ultimate goal of command, control, communications, and 
computers systems is to produce a picture of the battlespace that is accurate and meets the 
needs of warfighters. This goal is achieved by fusing, i.e., reducing information to the minimum 
essentials and putting it in a form that people can act on. There is no one fusing of information 
that meets the needs of all warriors. However, with concise, accurate, timely, and relevant 
information, unity of effort is improved and uncertainty is reduced, enabling the force as a · 
whole to exploit opportunities and fight smarter. 

JP2-0 
JP6-0 
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Related Terms 

. Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 
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GENERAL SUPPORT 

See support. 

GEOGRAPHIC AREA 

Establishing a joint force on a geographic area basis is the most common method to assign 
responsibility for continuing operations. The commander of a combatant command established 
on an area basis is assigned a geographic area by the establishing authority. The title of the 
areas and their delineation are prescribed in the establishing directive. A joint force commander 
(JFC) assigned a geographic area is considered an area commander. Note: Only commanders 
of combatant commands are assigned areas of responsibility. SubordinateJFCs are normally 
assigned joint operations areas. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

GLOBAL COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM 

The Global Command and Control System (GCCS) provides a fused picture of the 
battlespace within a modem command, control, communications, and computers system 
capable of meeting warfighter needs into the 21st century. It incorporates the core planning 
and assessment tools required by the combatant commanders and their subordinate joint 
force commanders and meets the readiness support requirements of the Services. GCCS is 
required to move the combatant commanders and subordinate joint force commanders joint 
command and control support capability into the modem era of client/server architecture 
using commercial, open systems standards for both commercial and government off-the­
shelf applications. The umbrella standards and unifying approach that GCCS brings to the 

-ongoing Department of Defense command, control, communications, computers, and 
intelligence system migration strategy are essential for the Services and agencies to successfully 
reduce the large number of systems in use today. 

Related Terms 
command, control, communications, and computer systems; worldwide military command 
and control system 

JP6-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

GLOBAL INFORMATION ENVIRONMENT 

Advances in information technologies and continued reduction in cost of information­
. related equipment and systems continue to fuel an explosion of networks around the globe 
that form the infosphere. In reality, the various labels placed on systems and networks are 
misleading as there are no discrete boundaries in the information environment. All are 
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GLOBAL _PATIENT MOVEMENT REQUIREMENTS CENTER 

inextricably intertwined and this trend will only intensify with the continuous application of 
rapidly advancing technology. · 

Viewing this environment as an infosphere reveals its true nature. This worldwide 
telecommunications web transcends industry, media, and the military and includes both 

. government and nongovernment entities. The infosphere electronically links organizations 
and individuals around the globe. It is characterized by a merging of civilian and military 

. information networks and technologies. While the benefits received are tremendous, reliance 
on this technology and infrastructure generates dependence and dependence creates 
vulnerabilities that have to be accounted for and overcome. 

In the post-Cold War era, US·military forces are tasked with a wide variety of missions, 
from disaster relief, to peacekeeping, to fighting a major regional conflict Declining resources 
dictate that the US military accomplish this wider variety of roles and missions with a smaller 
force structure. Historically, the US military has relied on technology as a force multiplier to 
accomplish assigned missions as efficiently as possible while preserving human life and 
limiting the destruction of property. One way to accomplish such missions efficiently is to 
leverage sophisticated information technologies. Today, and in the future, efficient use of 
information technologies will require the support of the infosphere, including both an evolving 
national and defense information infrastructure. 

Related Terms 
command, control, communications, and computers 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

GLOBAL PATIENT MOVEMENT REQUIREMENTS CENTER 

The Global Patient Movement Requirements Center (GPMRC) is located at Scott Air 
Force Base, ll... The GPMRC coordinates aeromedical evacuation worldwide and encompasses 
tho~e duties formerly associated with the Armed Services Medical Regulating Office and the 
Aeromedical Evacuation Coordination Center. In practice, the GPMRC will coordinate and 
allocate assets to the Theater Patient Movement Requirements Centers (TPMRCs). It will 
also collaborate and integrate TPMRC schedules and plans, and communicate lift/bed 
requirements. 

Related Terms 
aeromedical evacuation; Theater Patient Movement Requirements Center 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-02 Doctrine of Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

GRADUATED RESPONSE 

Graduated Response Pr~ess. The graduated response (GR) process (see figure below) 
provides a planning framework for the national direction and control of military and national 
mobilization activities. Overall responsibility for GR rests with the National Security Council 
and its interagency structure. Virtually every Federal agency has a role to play in managing 
a national response to a crisis. National resources in the 12 resource areas (manpower, materiel 
and equipment, transportation, facilities, industrial base, training base, health service support, 
communications, host-nation support, environment, legal authorities, and funding) are focused 
on defense needs. The Department of·Defense (DOD) provides support to the Federal 
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Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) during natural disasters under the Federal Response 
Plan. FEMA coordinates the actions and programs of the other Federal agencies in support 
of DOD during regional contingencies and mobilization efforts. 

Mobilization Preparedness Activity. The GR concept comprises three stages of 
mobilization preparedness activity: planning and preparation, crisis management, and national 
emergency or war. 

Stage Ill- Planning and Preparation. In Stage ill, the US maintains vigilance, observing 
national and international events for developing threats to national security. Federal 
departments and agencies develop emergency plans and maintain the capability to carry out 
the plans within funding limitations. Although. essentially a period of peace, it is during this 
stage that the gradual emergence of (l potential new threat would be perceived and actions 
could be taken to deter the threat. 

Stage II - Crisis Management. Stage II activities are designed around options for 
responding to specific crisis situations as they develop. The DOD and other Federal 
departments and agencies initiate preparatory actions that are not feasible during Stage III 
because of resource constraints or the absence of a more specific basis for focused planning 
and preparation. During this stage. the nation's civilian leadership may elect not to risk 
political capital and significant economic disruption; these· are characteristic of overt 
mobilization actions, but leaders may approve limited actions for improving US preparedness. 
Such actions would be designed to maximize response potential with minimum disruption of 
the economy. Limited surge of the defense industrial base, a Presidential declaration of 
national emergency, and a Presidential Selected Reserve Call up could occur as Stage II actions. 

Stage I- National Emergency or War. In Stage I, the US begins a mobilization of the 
. economy for a crisis or war. A Presidential or congressional declaration of national emergency 
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should be expected at an early point in Stage I activities. The principaldistinguishingfeature 
between Stages I and II is a substantial increase in the magnitude of defense industrial 
production and other essential national defense activities. Industrial base expansion will be 
characterized by expanding facilities, building new facilities, and conversion of non-defense 
producers. Critical resources could be diverted from nonessential production, and significant 
disruption of the national economy would be a consequence. The increased demand for 
resources would mandate increas~ int~ragency coordination and support of mobilization 
actions and prioritization of resource shortages. 

Successful GR requires effective interagency coordination in each stage to synchronize 
production capacity, labor force expansion and stabilization, economic and trade policies,· 
energy and transportation allocations, and other actions that prepare the US to respond to 
hostilities and signal its commitment to national security. 

mobilization 

JP4-05 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 
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HEALTH SERVICE SUPPORT 

i;~p~~~~~~e~~f~i:r~~~t;~,~t~rfi~~~~l~~~~'r;~~~~zJ:~t~ 
~:t::Jnese services-include~· but are not limitedto; the. mana: emehtolhea1thservices : ;; 

, ~s:~h~=~~~si!v~~~~:06~1~~;~6~~~:~~:~~~~~t~i;~~§~~~~'l!; 
. · .. · medically fifiind. disppsition of the medic~lly_ur.tit;))loq~:f.'mari~9~m~h~~.rn~~i~J. :: : 

.. ·: supp:l}l,''equipment, and maintenance thereof;.C9f1l~at~~r~~.~ri~J;;~I1~lrn~~gih:~/· 

.. · d~nta!;·vetennary, laboratory, optometric, medicalfo:o~~:~~~tm·~gi~PnteU.i9~n~~;:': , 
· services.·· ·. · · . . · · · · · : '·:::.):,:·!!;;!·~::Y:Ji)~\;::fi[~~~;it]{f· .. ~i~::::~~:?ii:,~~J~~;~~~~?::~~~-J/ 

The health service support (HSS) mission in joint operations is to minimize the effects of 
wounds, injuries, and disease on unit effectiveness, readiness, and morale. This mission is 
accomplished by a proactive preventive medicine program and a phased health care system 
(echelons of care) that extends from actions taken at the point of wounding, injury, or illness 
to evacuation from a theater for treatment at a hospital in the continental United States 
(CONUS). One measure of this system's effectiveness is its ability to save life and limb, to 
reduce the disease and non battle injury rate, and to return patients to duty quickly and as far 
forward in the theater as possible. Another measure is the system's ability to evacuate patients 
to the Communications Zone or out of the theater as appropriate, within the operational 
evacuation policy, with a minimum delay. 
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"::;:.::~~·~·-·:~~~~ri.ng_.comp~·rii~,·as·was··~~riie···~urgi~l·•·c:a·~~-i)i~i~.'·f::¢J~~j~i~(~~~~j~~~D;i•.• 
,.· facilities, . including anesthetists,. \Vere availab~e -:at cle:~_ri,Og-:::~offlp~lli(!S~<:bu~ · . 
)>defh~itiv~ surgery was :usually. no• done here> :~i:tiJlleiLt)~ttail~~~::,~rg~ons, ,:-. 
>:JieW·:fQrward .. to a site,. ·of . com batt bringing:. b'po~;:1ind:':o.~er:~$-.rppli4:ts :'Vihicll: > 

:·~!~::::~~:::: ~e saml:ru~cti~~~or~~~~l~~~~~~.'t~l~~~;~~;, 
. , were surgical hospitals, field hospitals, or evacoatll).n.;h9.sP.It~J~t\$Y. --~~:la.rgc:.:: 

.. · .. they .were. an· .. semipermanent," usually bullding·~·s~f.9i(a(coricr~ti:t' :fl~or,::alr.;., ::: · . 
. . conditioned and with all utilities and other equipme~t ot8.·1Jf~~~rate ho~;'p_ltarin:•:·:. 

=:s:::~~~~:: ~;~:~:~:: wa~ casualty ~~~,1~~~1~~~~~ir~\i~)1~~~;~, 
.. sophisticated procedure. The patient would ofte~"be>~j'~ug~t;,~:~t~~:'~p~'plt~t:>:: 

directly. from the battlefield by medical evacuation.:.6.ei~~~t,!,::,~qije,,.,ay.]~ ·:::: 
less than. an hour. Usually he received emergencyi~r~~tm'"tt~t,;_~-~,~~~~!l!:tt~~~l,c:l~j::[• 
to Include c()ntrol of· hemorrhage, wound dressing~::· r.esp~~aJP:ry.:.•<!911~t91;•jaO,d)T. 
often the starting of Intravenous fluid. At the: ho~pitill~ -h~···!i~#:Jm·rfl~~-~~~f!IY ·:( : 
taken to the resuscitation area where he was su.I1'C)u~~Et,~,:~~Y. 8;~-~tsi!::,!~~iir .. ~f~):~ 
highly trained physicians nurses and technicians: ~,·,_, _·,/~·. ·· · :~:-·:<-:; ~;:>+~\~{:~ 

, , · .... · >:o. ;· :.:-.'. ,; :;. ·;..:i~¢j:~::'·~:i;~;·:.;~.:.::~·~::'?:;}::, :·:::n~_,:~<: 
The. results of this prompt and efficient treatmeol~.l)l~y::{p~~.~8R~d::~!-;b_~!\i~·;u:; 
illustrated by comparing them with similar statlstic~··f.~~m;;p~vl~~·:~"'!~na·~;~i-~\lij::;s:j 
Vietnam, 46,000 of 346,000, or 13 percent, of all wou~·~.i.~}~m~rl#.!f!}~~~~!~r,~Jt-i': 
died. If 22 percent had died, as was true In Korea/th~r8.Fw~~'~'!t.•vfl;~b~n~:/: 
n,840 deaths, 31,840 more than actually occurred~_ll"l:W9ri~:Wil.tlm2J;P~t~~llt,~~:~ 
of all wounded American Soldiers died. If the medicai :treatmenf()f;!VietnafTi;::;::; 
had been available during World War II, 117,748 'so,di·$.r$ .. ,wt;#I~_:J1~v~';:~~-~.> · 
saved. . .· .·. y,~,~~~!j(;;~g!j1!~1f~f,~l~',' ':~:: 

Source: Hardaway, Robert M., M.D., Care of the Wounded'lif.YietD&tn~.>- · 

., sunflowe~_·.~~·.~~!·~~~i-.~;~~'J]~J~~m;f.!.·: 
As shown in the figure below, eac~ Service component has an HSS system that encompasses 

the following six health care principles: 
• Confonnity. Integration and compliance with the commander's plan are the basic elements 

of effective HSS. HSS planners can help ensure confonnity by taking part in development 
of the commander's operation plan. 

• Proximity. The objective of proximity is to.provide HSS to the wounded, injured, or 
sick as close to combat operations as the tactical situation permits. In many cases, time 
may be as important a factor as distance. Patients are evacuated to an medical treatment 
facility (MTF). or the MTF is moved to the area where the patient population is the 
greatest. 

• Flexibility. Changes in tactical plans or operations make this HSS principle essential. 
Units must be prepared to shift HSS resources to meet changing requirements. All HSS 
units are used within the theater with none held in reserve, so plans for redistribution of 
HSS resources are required. 

• Mobility. Using both organic and nonorganic transportation resources, commanders 
should anticipate requirements for rapid movement of HSS units to support combat 
forces during operations. This HSS principle is closely aligned to that of proximity. 
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• Continuity. The objective is to provide optimum, uninterrupted care and treatment to 
the wounded, injured, and sick. Continuity in care and treatment is achieved by moving 
the patient through a progressive, phased HSS system, which extends from the forward 
area of the combat zone to an area as far rearward as the patient's condition requires, 
passibly to CONUS: Continuity is also achieved by providing continued care during 
movement. 

• Coordination. The objective of this principle is to ensure that HSS resources in short 
supply are efficiently employed and used to effectively support the planned operation. 
Continuous coordination ensures that M1Fs are not placed in areas that interfere with 
combat operations. Additionally, continuous coordination ensures that the scope and 
quality of medical treatment and care meet professional standards and policies. 

Related Terms 
logistics 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for He~lth Service Support in Joint Operations 

HIGH-ALTITUDE MISSILE ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

See weapon engagement zone. 

Normally applied to long-range surface-to-air missiles, a high-altitude missile engagement 
zone (HIMEZ) will limit the volume of airspace within which these weapons may conduct 
engagements without specific direction of the area air defense commander (AADC). HIMEZ 
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is an air defense control measure. From an air defense perspective, HIMEZ normally is used 
when a high-altitude missile system has a clear operational advantage over using aircraft. 
These advantages could include range, command and control, rules of engagement, or response 
time. From an airspace control perspective, it provides airspace users with location of the 
engagement zone of a high-altitude missile system for mission planning purposes. The design 
of the HIMEZ is contingent on specific weapon system capabilities. The point of contact for 

. establishing a HIMEZ is the AADC. 
· Related Terms 

weapon engagement zone 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

HIGH-DENSITY AIRSPACE CONTROL ZONE 

· .. ·.·~~!~:~£;g~~:~~r~~~::~~E~¢i~t~:t~!~ll~rt'W~~~~i, 
dimensions, which usually coincide with geographieal featl.i"ras·:ooi~Vigational . · 
aids. Access to a high-density airspace control zo'rie ·is~tlo~~lly.~~ntr(;)~l,ed·by~ ·'' 
the maneuver commander. The maneuver comrri(lnder~§:'alsc:fcm·ebfa~mor~::f.,; 

:~::~~~A~:Ons status.wnhin.the. high-de~s~;~i'~,~t~';i~Jil~~~~)~1!t:' 
The high-density airspace control zone (HIDACZ) is an area in which there is a concentrated 

employment.of numerous and varied weapons or airspace users. HIDACZ has defined 
dimensions that usually coincide with geographical features or navigational aids. Access to 
and air defense weapons status within a high-density airspace control zone is norm~ly approved 
by the appropriate commander. . 

HIDACZ allows ground/Marine air-ground task force commanders to restrict a volume of 
airspace from users not involved with ongoing operations. It restricts use of the airspace 
because of the large volume and density of fires supporting the ground operations within the 
described geographic area. The volume of air traffic demands careful coordination to limit 
·the potential conflict among aircraft needed for mission essential operations within the 
HIDACZ and other airspace users. When establishing a HIDACZ, consider the following: 

• ·Minimum risk routes into and out of the HIDACZ and to the target area. 
• Air traffic advisory as required. Procedures and systems also must be considered for air 

traffic control service during instrument meteorological conditions. 
• Procedures for expeditious movement of aircraft into and out of the HIDACZ. 
• Coordination of fire support, as well as air defense weapons control orders or status 

within and in the vicinity of the HIDACZ. 
• Location of enemy forces inside of and within close proximity to the HIDACZ. 
• HIDACZ is nominated by the ground commander and approved by the airspace control 

authority. 
Related Terms 

Souree Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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HOST-NATION SUPPORT 

. ,:~;~~~~~~~~~~~~i~i~~~;~~;~;~!~t~l&fl!lilifliiill 
Nations hosting US joint forces may offer logistic support or limit the ability of the joint 

force to contract support only through host-government agencies. Joint force commanders 
can considercentralizinghost-nation support (HNS) functions so that requirements are both 
identified and supported, consistent with mission accomplishment. Nations might agree to 

. have certain common supplies and supPort provided by member nations to other alliance or 
coalition forces. Nations might also agree on whether a multinational commander will have 
the authority to conclude HNS arrangements on behalf of participating nations. 

Geographic combatant commanders will obtain authority for negotiations with host nations 
(HNs) through Joint Staff, Office of the Secretary of Defense, and Department of State channels. 
Assistance sought from HNs can include, but is not limited to, petroleum, oils, and lubricants; 
transportation; telecommunications; civilian labor; rear area proteCtion; facilities; contracting; 
acquisition of equipment; supplies; services; and health service support .. Areas of potential 
HNS are shown in the figure below. 

Geographic combatant commanders must coordinate with the HN for the acquisition and 
use of facilities and real estate. Geographic combatant commanders and component 
commanders will ensure use of existing HNS, if applicable, to avoid duplication of effort 
with the HN. Component commanders will inform the combatant commander if an acquisition 
cross-service agreement (ACSA) exists with the HN. If one does not exist, the commander 
of a combatant command or subordinate commander can take steps to initiate an ACSA with 
the HN when having one would be advantageous. 
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Geographic combatant commanders and component commanders should make every effort 
to obtain language support for negotiations with local nationals. The most effective negotiations 
occur when military members show competence in local language and customs. 

JP3-0 
JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

HUMAN INTELLIGENCE 

::·.~:-> · ·::·-:_·: :· :::.::::::.: ~-:.: ·: ·:- :· · ·. · ·. . . · · · . · :· - · ·.: >~:::::_;::;:r:~~~~~~!:::~r~:~::~?fn!::·r/?.~~u~:~;~-~-T~1;t:r~~~i:~~:r:-1~~0~~;~~~~~~~?-~:.-:~~: .. : 
,:·::A cate.gqry of intelligence derived from information·eqll~et~t1!~~~J>.r9yJg~d't)yf::': 

... hum~, :5,9urces. Also called HUM INT. . . ... · ,: ;:j·~:.:;1~:t:_;,,;'Jj:.:~;:~~;\;Jl~~-':,1~~[[;t;;t}~~,i~G:g~(rt~,}. 
Intelligence capabilities and skills should be established in peacetime to be available for 

contingencies. This applies to all intelligence disciplines, but is especially true for human 
intelligence (HUWNT). HUMINT is not surged easily or with certainty. Relatively long 
lead times are required to establish human intelligence resources and systems. If HUWNT 
access to denied areas is to be available when needed, then the resources should be developed 
and operated in advance of anticipated operations. Also, language capabilities are an example 
of skills that should be developed in peacetime to be available for contingencies. 

In military operations other than war conducted outside the US, HUMINT may provide 
the most useful source of information. However, a HUMINT infrastructure may not be in 
place when US forces arrive; therefore, it needs to be established as quickly as possible. 
HUMINT can supplement other intelligence sources with psychological information not 
available through technical means. For example, while overhead imagery may graphically 
depict the number of people gathered in the town square, it cannot gauge motivations or 
enthusiasm of the crowds. Additionally, in underdeveloped areas belligerent forces may not 
rely heavily on radio communication, denying US forces intelligence derived through signal 
intercept. HUMINT is required to supplement signals intelligence and overhead imagery 
which we typically rely upon to produce the most accurate products. 

intelligence 

JP2-0 
JP 3-07 

Related 'Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 

Programs conducted to relieve or reduce the re~s~~~l~~~~~~~~~~~ disasters or other endemic conditions such as h 
privation that might present a serious threat to· 
damage to or loss of property. Humanitarian · 
is limited in scope and duration. The . . . . .. 

· suppleme.nt or complement the efforts of the host::. ' · 
c;tgencies that may have the primary 
assi~t~mce. 
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Humanitarian assistance (HA) operations relieve or reduce the results of natural or manmade 
disasters or other endemic conditions such as human pain, disease, hunger, or privation in 
countries or regions outside the US. HA provided by US forces is generally limited in scope 
and duration; it is intended to supplement or complement efforts of host-nation civil authorities 
or agencies with the primary responsibility for providing assistance. The Department of 
Defense (DOD) provides assistance when the relief need is gravely urgent and when the 
humanitarian emergency dwarfs the ability of norinal relief agencies to effectively respond. 
(See figure below.) 

The US military can respond rapidly to emergencies or disasters and achieve order in 
austere locations. US forces can provide logistics; command, control, communications, and 
computers; and the planning required to initiate and sustain HA operations. 

HA operations may be directed by the National Command Authorities (NCA) when a 
serious international situation threatens the political or military stability of a region considered 
of interest to the US, or when the NCA deems the humanitarian situation itself sufficient and 
appropriate for employment of US forces. Department of State or the US ambassador in 
country is responsible for declaring a foreign disaster or situation that requires HA. Within 
DOD, the Undersecretary of Defense for Policy has the overall responsibility for developing 
the military policy for international HA operations. 

HA operations may cover a broad range of missions. An HA mission could also include 
securing an environment to allow humanitarian relief efforts to proceed. US military forces 
participate in three basic types of HA operations: those coordinated by the United Nations, 
those where the US acts in concert with other multinational forces, or those where the US 
responds unilaterally. 

Examples of HA are Operations SEA ANGEL I, conducted in 1991, and SEA ANGEL IT, 
conducted in 1992, to provide assistance in the aftermath of devastating natural disasters in 
Bangladesh. 
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... ·· :·Operatioh••·seA .. ANqeL:.·:;· ... :~ :[::.::;:.•.:,r:i:~~;~:,~;"~:.~',J:r:;.±1fl~~~/i):,,~.}.f·~Jt.:.f;f1;~\:;'· 

:;~:~:trn~a~!:!~~~~:c~;:,"~!~~~~~~!!;t~~\i~~~~h~[J 
: ·:contain~::the: world's:;Sf!COnd largest . delta region ~·a.t:~t11~t';~p9n~uen.~~:. P!::·tl}•·;{•: 
; : '-Ganges, •, Brahmaputra, • and· Magma rivers. Whil~::tt1is::tr!in~r1.d.C)~$..1y:')ff!~il~>]·;) 
·.:>region ::..supports . over .120 million . people, . damag.:;1'trorri,• n~~r~' :.~l~:$te;l's,}I,~J '•· 
: .... 9ftE!rfsevere, mainly due to the low terrain, th$ high deli~itY.,9f.t~~(pop.;.i~~.lori~•d.: 
... and a poorly··developett infrastructure~ .· .. · .· ... ;._:.;:_:.::;:: <-''I~/.:;·,~~t:t.:N!'·i'fi~·}:TJ?tm;.:;A'i:•;:y:.,:;t.: 

Cycl~~e.Marian struck. this delta on the southeast:b~~li~ijt~~,~·j~~}~~~~;H~~~~j;_V; 
· 29 Apri1.)991 with winds in excess of 235 kmlhr.an·d.~i4at:s~r9~~:·~e.*W~ij~.:1.~.i.·:·• 
· and. 2p feet. ·wen over 1 oo,ooo people died and •:rr1iill9,ps::w~i!:)~tt:·~9me~~~$~~i;: . 

. . over 1 miilion cattle (essential for pulling plows and l#ovidirig/t~ij~p9~tion)§f 
... died. ·Crops on 74,000 acres of land. were destrQyed; anothe.~;:~()f)to~-~~~~;·Qf;~;s·. 
. cropland were damaged, and fields were covered with:'alt'lt'~~er;:~gn~i11,1~~tl~g~::::"'_ 

. the soil andcqrruptlng the drinking water. ~ ;,,}!:!·,;;lc!i~~!j:lii~~\f.~~~~Jj~!~;:, 
Infrastructure destruction was widespread. • ··:~ang·lad~$~~~:·n."t8.J<?~·:p9r~;~;:::·~ 

. Chittagong, was severely damaged and was nonope~~~~~~t·l.9r·~j,~!rf!it~.~i!~-:,:_i;~ 
Damaged/sunken ships, many of them belongingJo•·:~h~\Ba~gi@CI~~IJl:~a.'f:)';·:;\' 
blocked the port. Several key bridges, including the :rm~Jrj:t)r~Cis·ei~·cr.c~:~~~-~p9~~:\:·;i 
were washed out or otherwise damaged. Throughoui:ttie:.st()tffi~aij,c,t~.·al-'-··~'is:i::~ 
sea walls collapsed, jetties disappeared, dirt roa~S.;!/e~::1l99-~~,··:·~G.II~i·?~~j:~:; 

were ravaged, and transportation was virtually d~;~~~~j·,J~1~)~!\~~j{;1i~~~~~,~~li~f~ 
For the government of Bangladesh (GOB), the cyclone could not:~ave.o.c:oir-e:at·;r~ 
a worse time. After years of military rule, Bangla~es:h ,hadJ:~st£111~~;.:_it~·,~'t~l)··: 
civilian government, under Prime Minister Zia, less.: .. tt1ao:.IWo:,'m:onth~ie~rUerl't;\; 
Therefore, the young, Inexperienced government, serisltiv~ toi 8,ppeari6.9:W.eaiC';j}:i 
or incompetent and struggling domestically to develop:.b.ure8.u~r~t'¢··~c).)'l~i~rj~q:;:: 

faced serious problems In reacting to the cyclone. . : / i.··~;;~;;~·i\\;~~~~~~l~J~ii!t:~~~;i 
Strangely, one of the problems was not one of relief.·suppll~s::av~ilabilltj~y::;'':' 
Adequate emergency supplies. existed either in governmt;tijt storige~t1()u$'e-~~iiii:::1 
called "Go Downs,'' or stored and owned by nongovern.mea,~ly(ir,g~hi~~-~§~f.~;:~;j 
(NGO) such as Cooperative American· Relief Everywtiere:'(CARf:fS."~.;~~!lR~);f,; 
Crescent. The GOB, however, was hindered by the lack. of.'Coopl!ratlo~/from-::H 
the NGO, which remembered martial law and were.wary :otihe:~~vl::r~im,~Lt: 
Further, the bureaucrats that controlled the grain lri. til• •~'.GohQO.Yin'i>'-,:;\Vere\''E~' 

:::::~::~h::ap:~~::; :::;:~.:~:::::~~~~~!~~~~~~-~ 
distribution. The combination of a poorly devel~ped/i~fraS.~rt:.ct~~J;a~C:IJ•'ttje.~k 
havoc wreaked by the cyclone effectively cut off. Chlttago~·g·::!~f~~Y.!f#,l,;{~!~'~l;;:m 
Further, once relief supplies were brought to Chittagong;: tJj!/~9Q,'':Qp'-~~i~lt't~; 
SEA ANGEL virtually had no means to dlstrlbute.them~to:·lsolatectlslands':cifll.:[:.); 

the coast where needs were most acute. ' • "-, :,;!\;,;';~11~~~~;:&; ~~~;jjjl~! 
On 10 May 1991, the President directed the US military t~; prC)"iCJ~~Ill.'m~~!tfl'l 
assistance. A Contingency Joint Task Force (CJTF) wa·a·:lmn.-teC:Jiately~.~~fu,: ... ··.:· . 
under the command of Lieutenant General Henry C.•Sta~·kpoie~t'commander;ot;;:\; 

· · · ·. · · · · ~-- -~ ... :.~:~:_:> -~:it(::u~rN~~&ii~~~~~~!:~:/-~h~;~)':[d~~-u~T~I 
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::;-·--•~~:~:,:~~~c-~iri:~~·-· expediti-~ria~ .· ~9~6~:::-(~~fflJ.~(~~ij:::.j~~,g·~:~riiW~~~~,~~-:~v~~::'~~~,~~t;_j 
:•_'Af1lphl_blo~s Task • Force:.:(ATF)::r,et~r.lling.Jr()m"·~ll~ ,P,ers.illn,<~.u:~f:,·\V&~,was,:,:;:: 

:'ji~~ifisz~~~~~~~~u~~1~~~~itl~l~!!~~] 
>The ,r.elie~ ~ffort tnlly was an lnternatiollaL~P~~~i_()nb:~~side~J~E(I~CIIgel'l(:)~s.·~~<~ 
: ·GOB: forces ·and the international' anCI-:iocal -~Gq~~.sev~@FcC)~Iltt~~-¥:Jolrt,~cl :.he:~::.: 
:United ··States -in participating.. The. United: J(ing~Qi1f~en(a -~YPPtY:;ship ;Nitt._:}:: 

· .. ~:~~~~~~~e~shin~~s~a:~~~;~~~:~~~~~{,r:~~~~~i~~i~~~1~~~;·;!~~~~tli 
.TWo days after the President's orc;ter, LtGen. ~~~kppJ,~:-~tr,iy~~~-~~~~;:~::~m~.lt;ih 

: ·. CJTf:.· element. A Special Operations FQr.c:~s":(~QJ%FD~~~•J.t!t>A$~i_~,il·ra·c:!·;,;n 
· · Response· Team (DART) arrived later -that-::~ay~-·:;;:r:tJ~)n,,)(t'"·(l~y·;;fi{i•::ptif:~O;;;:<_·; 
·. Blackhawk helicopters_ arrived from Hawaii, -~~~~g:~it~;·~:l~~JV:Yre~~l.rtirim~nt'[:;::1i: 

·and Preventive Medicine Unit. Other jolnf assf;!t.;:~c)ntinu~d.:(tQ;~fi9Yi:il~t():~:th,::,W 
·.area; as required. Fifteen soldiers of·B Com:pa~y,":~t~(:~gl·l,'i~~,~·B~ttali~?~·~:b 
::already deployed to Bangladesh· to . consti'u~~\;~_969:9~~)~~W:!:r,~J::~;:y~~~-~;.~9f\'~·~ 
· Chittagong.· The bulk of us forces were from .t.t-.e"A'I"f:i~orislsti,ij'g'·gf{t~~:-4';60~('-~):. 
Marines of the 5th MEB, 3,000. sailors of:-'A.rnP~t~.i:o.H.~,~~.teY~i3~'~!~~·"~! •. :)~{; 
helicopters. The MEB also brought four Landing ;CI1t!t[~ir~u~~J()tj~cf,(J-9~9):,,,l;:~ vehicles, which proved invaluable In deliverillg al~;t! ifol!lr~,i!ll~!l!ln~i;{j!~'' 

. ·Immediately upon his. amval in the cap~ol ;~i~i!~~~,~~jliW~J;~l~,:' 
began -an assessment of the situation, and Identified ~thr~ :~rl~cat co·ncern~·::_, (: 
First, the Intelligence needed to adequatel.yAall~'~t;~::-:tij~Tt~ijo~,~i.9h::~:;jll~.·;;;; 
·unavailable; Second, . the problem of dlstribution\:C~ul(;kJy:: ~C:~m:,·::',pp~f:!rit~t:_::~ 
and was considered the most pressing by the.JoiijtCr~sk'F()rce~:(J.tf:)!fS.(aff;i~:i'; 
Finally, the Issue of Bangladeshi sovereignty required that·the-~QB ~clearly''·:·· 
viewed by the populace as being .. in charge". ,, ·.: ', : - ' > ·: <~>;;,,/ ·; · , . · :· . 

. LIGen. Stackpole proceeded to ~evelop a Cam~;~~ ~;~~~J~~~~(~j,r.m\'~~: 
phases. After Initial survey, liaison, and reconnals$8nce~,_~haS.tit:I:(C;»ne~week).:·:r. 
entailed initial stabilization of the situation (dellvery.oUood,: V-;ater~:@nd,rnediciO,.i.::; 
to reduce loss of life). Phase II (two weeks) entailed, restorlng:i.tij~f~ltoaji9~,j~·~, 
the point where the Bangladesh government could. ~a~e·.cpntrc;liR'·reli~t'fJ~rts;;.::) 
Phase 111 (two weeks) was the consolidation :phase·lri'whlch:.:tt\lifTask::For~'{': 

=~~!:~e:;::s~d the Bangladesh government ~::,lt~t~'.!~t~~l~r~uj,it~!' 
The distribution problem clearly was the inost ,deman(ifng ·t~~~;::~'Q~it!;,}nl 
accomplishment was most critical to the success of. the opet,tiqo;i!th~rii:~werjt,f:~;; 
two aspects: first, supplies had to be moved from.Qh.~~~(t9~¢-~1~·92~~;}~~9.~~;:Ai-: 
these supplies then had to be moved to the .devastatec;l'islal'ldi.~~;::tl},;(iecm~i.tr ·.·. 

. . . . . .· ·' ·:- .. ~.". : :_: :~~-·. ~- .· .-.~;? : <·r ::.:.·;~··::~:,.;:· ··}<~~;;:.\-/·~f···:-::;;·;:~:-~:.:;.;::xs-::(:;~::J:-::, : 

wa~: made to fly supplies by fixed-wing to· C.h.l~g~r,sj_~-;~ti:J'!9:.i~~~~}~!!~.IJE~P!!r:rL 
the Islands. The MC-130 aircraft that broughf:the·,:speC;lill_•:()p~tjl~IS>I't~·;.if.er*'. 
provided the fixed-wing capability until' .AJ.r /f.or~!·:;:~;j[~t)!.;:-~td~!~~:~'(f.[~J~!: 
augmentation cell (Including the five Black~awk':~!Ucqp~!r!>.:.w~~:i~i .• l.),~!~i)~~­
from Hawaii. The 5th MEB and its helicopterS and:·~C-~C.-'::a~i~tj'~!~tt1~r~e,(ilf'$ 

later. · · ··" · ::: ·': ::·: ·,::::·,:·:1:::~;··:\,:·::~l;,i·~-:~_~3n~;~~:_i~,~~~?t,:}-;>:l\i. 
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HUMANITARIAN. ASSISTANCE 

, . Development.(AID) and a Chlnese.assistance·e,emeni:i · ·~··-.. -_ .::;·:. :_:'·:::;: <;·,~~<(: 

.•..• · '>it: .•. ~.···.. .. :·:·~~;~~i:~l~~~~itl~-~~~0l 
Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Pub 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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IMAGERY INTELLIGENCE 

l,liJ~!!§J!§~;~~~~~t+l11111 
Imagery intelligence (IMINT) is derived from visual photography, infrared sensors, lasers, 

electro-optics, and radar sensors. IMINT systems can operate from land, sea, air, and/or 
space platforms. Imagery equipment is being improved constantly and combinations of 
sensors are being used to enhance the quality and timeliness of the intelligence product 

An increasing number of countries are starting to use photoreconnaissancesatellites. In 
addition to being a major strategic collection capability, they are becoming an increasingly 
important operational and tactical capability. The traditional airborne Th1INT platforms remain 
an important capability for those countries without access to satellite imagery. 

Related Terms 
intelligence; photographic intelligence. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-54 Joint Doctrine for Operations Security 

IMMEDIATE REQUESTS 

Immediate Close Air Support (CAS) Requests. 
Rationale and Methodology. Immediate requests arise from situations that develop once 

the battle is joined. Requesting commanders use immediate CAS to exploit opportunities or 
protect the force. (See figure below.) Because immediaterequestsrespond to developments 
on a dynamic battlefield, they cannot be identified early enough to allow detailed coordination 
and planning, which may preclude tailored ordnance loads. If on-call CAS is unavailable, 
the Corps air liaison officer (ALO) advises the Corps G3/G3 Air to divert corps preplanned 
CAS missions or forward the request to the joint air operations center (JAOC). During the 
execution phase of the joint air tasking order, the joint force air component commander 
(JFACC)/joint force commander staff may need to redirect joint air missions to cover immediate 
requests for high priority CAS. The JFACC may also seek additional support from another 
component to cover the immediate request. However, diverting aircraft from preplanned 
scheduled CAS missions is a zero-sum game: preplannedrequestors lose the same amount of 
firepower gained by the immediate requestor. 

Channels. As seen in the second figure below, immediate requests are forwarded to the 
appropriate command post by the most rapid means available. Requests are broadcast directly 
from the tactical air control party (T ACP) to the air support operations center/direct air support 
center using the applicable component communications nets. The TACP at each intermediate 
headquarters monitors the request and informs the G3/S3 Air, ALO/area of operation, and 
fire support coordinator. Based on the commander's intent, and after considering whether 
organic assets are available, appropriate, or sufficient to fulfill the request, they approve or 
deny the request. Silence by intermediate headquarters indicates approval. 

Special Operation Forces (SOF) Request Channels. Due to the small size of SOF surface 
units and the nature of the mission, there is always a danger that a SOF surface unit may be 
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IMMEDIATE REQUESTS 

Q)ASOCIDASC 
CALLS AOCITACC 
TO SCRAMBLE IF 

@ASSESSMENT 

NO ON·C&f AIRCRAFT 

ASOC/DASC CALLS WOC 
TO SCRAMBLE ON-CALL CAS 

~~~~~ ~~~~~~-b~L~c~~~~ AOCITACC 

@FAC, FAC(A) OR 
TAC·A BRIEFS 
AIRCRAFT 

@APPROACHING THE ~ 
CONTACT POINT, THE 
CAE, AWACS, OR DASC 
TELLS CAS AIRCRAFT TO 

tx CONTACT FAC(A) AND 
~ PASSES CRITICAL 

UPDATES TO AIRCRAFT 

CRC~ 
@CRCIDASC SENDS AIRCRAFT 

TO A CONTACT POINT FROM J J 
AIRBORNE ALERT/DIVERT ~ ~ 

~~....:~ 
AWACS 

~ 

confronted with a combat situation posing immediate danger to the unit's very existence. 
SOF communication capabilities are usually adequate to link directly to component 
communications nets, who can divert or scramble CAS aircraft as required. 

Immediate Airlift Requests. When air movement requirementS are identified too late for 
normal air tasking order tasking cycle coordination, they are handled as immediate requests. 
Immediate requests are usually made to satisfy urgent employment, sustainment, or extraction 
requirements. Once identified at an appropriate level within a component, they are transmitted 
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IMPLEMENTATION 

directly to the JAOC, normally by a theater airlift liaison officer, through operational channels. 
This allows the J AOC to make preparations for the required missions, while the actual request 
is staffed expeditiously through logistic channels. Because the theater airlift force is normally 
fully employed, the joint movement center may fill validated immediate requests by redirecting 
sorties supporting planned requests. 

Related Terms 
close air support; theater airlift 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-09.3 
JP 3-17 

JTIP for Close Air Support (CAS) 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 

IMPLEMENTATION 

Procedures· governing the mobilization of :ttl~: fofc~>:'~rid:,.~tl"l~>d~ijl6~~~i;f~g~: 
employment, and sustainment of. militarY opera~ionsJI'l.::res.p~qs~!P :~~~~igg.~f~i 
orders issued by the National Command Aut~o-~i~:~~Il;~J·~:~f~;?·,(.+!}.;{(~{j:;J.:f))\-f.ft~~it~lf"~~!JJi 
This function gives decision makers the tools to monitor, analyze, arid manage plan 

execution. Planning is a cyclic process that continues throughout implementation. Of particular 
importance is the ability to redirect forces, adjust priorities, or influence events as the situation 
unfolds. Implementation usually ends with some type of replanning effort, such as 
redeployment or redirection of operations. 
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INDICATIONS AND WARNING 

Related Terms 
Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

INDICATIONS AND WARNING 

.:.··,:·f~-ti~~:···i.nt~l.llge~ce activitie~ inten.ded. to. ·d~t~~;~-~~d~!'i~~~ii?:•fi~~ij~$~ij'~ij~~~-l;·!!t . 

.•. :· .• inta·l_ligence informatiori on foreign development$.tbat~~!p::f6.vqlv~~~~·~·#1f-eatJc:rH: 
· therUnited States or allied military, palitical, or ecorlogiic ibte~~t~·9r:to U.S·8ilizen~,i:': 

·······~~~o~i·,~~;:~~~:r~~o~~~~~~;a~~n~n~~~c~:i~~i~~~~~~~W~~!~~B~.~·: 
:overseas forces, or allied nations; hostile'·r~ac.ti(>ij$;:,f,o::p~i~~Q;~statEi$k;> 

.·· .. · reconnlllssance act~ties: terrorists' ~!lacks; ~~i[~J'&~~~~;Jl~1Ji~~[~~~i/i~~:; 
Indications an~ Warning.(!& W) includes forewarning of adversary actions or intentions; 

the imminence of nuclear or nonnuclear attack on the US, its overseas forces, or allied nations; 
hostile reactions to US activities; terrorist attacks; and other similar events. The I& W process 
anticipates hostile operations and provides sufficient warning to enable US or allied efforts to 
preempt, counter, or moderate such actions. Warning notification is made to local commanders, 
US and allied military authorities at all levels, and the National Command Authoriti.es. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

INDUSTRIAL BASE 

. The US industrial base includes domestic commercial production facilities and government- · 
owned facilities. Some of the government-owned facilities are government operated and 
some are contractor operated. Foreign producers of essential components and parts must 
also be included, because foreign producers may be the only source for components of major 
equipment items.· Because of the u·nique relationship existing between the US and Canada, 
the Canadian defense industry is recognized as part of a single North American defense 
industrial base. The capabilities of Canadian industry may be included in US industrial 
preparedness planning. The figure below lists these sources together with the options and 
actions required to expand their output. 

Industrial base expansion includes actions to accelerate production within the existing 
industrial infrastructure, add new production lines and factories, and implement provisions 
of the Defense Priorities and AllocationS ystem. Because many components of key military 
items of equipment are now procured from offshore sources, increased emergency procurement 
from these sources has become, of necessity, a major industrial mobilization option. 
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Any level of 
emergency 

Commercial 
producers of goods 
and services 

INDUSTRIAL PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

Accelerate 
production from 
current sources of 
goods and services. 

Military Departments and Defense 
Logistics Agency contract for 
accelerated production from current 
producers of materiel based on 
planned or actual consumption rates 
and prioritized requirements of the 
combatant commanders: 

Expand production Under provisions of Defense 
base capacity Priorities and Allocation System 

(DPAS), 50 USC app. 2071, obtain 
priority performance on DOD 

Accelerate production rates or 
activate standby and laid-away 
production capacity govemment-

1-------+---------l owned I government-operated 

Commercial 
producers of goods 
and services 

Related Terms 

facilities and government-owned I 
contractor-operated facilities 

mobilization 

JP4-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

INDUSTRIAL PREPAREDNESS PROGRAM 

:~~:~~~~:~~~e:~~~~~~~~~~:,o~~~~~~~ij,~i"~i~[ftlJ~~W~ 
emergency program necessary to support thE): :rl'~tip~~t.l·t1iilfta'.Y:~qpf~~-~~§~{8[:,,~y<; 
includes industrial preparedness measures's~_cl1:~_s;m(),~·~·rnlz8.t!9r1\~~~~~~~g9~:~y~ 
and preservation of the production facilities ar-td:¢~ntn~u~orY~~~m:~~ao~·~cyi#ij~~; 
for planning with industry. · · :. ::: .; : _}.:t,·j·Ji:~\::~~,,l;· ·;l}~;::;;:~i£l·:;'~:;··t~;:1:·::::::?~!~!~~·~l~ 
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INFORMATION 

The goal of the Industrial Preparedness Program (IPP) is to provide an industrial base 
capable of producing critical military items essential to the readiness and sustainment needs 
of the Armed Forces of the United States across the range of military operations. The Joint 
Industrial Mobilization Planning Process (JIMPP) is the deliberate planning tool that provides 
documented industrial mobilization plans and analytical processes to respond to a crisis or 
war. The process unifies industrial mobilization planning and analytical efforts by focusing 

. on warfighting requirements and capabilities. The JIMPP is used by the Joint Staff, Services, 
and Defense agencies to: 

• Estimate the capability of the industrial base to support execution of operation plans 
developed through deliberate planning or course of actions derived through crisis action 
planning; 

• Establish a baseline national industrial mobilization capability assessment based on the 
potential military demands identified through the Joint Strategic Planning System; 

• Coordinate the industrial mobilization planning of the Services; 
• Identify and provide Department of Defense industrial mobilization requirements to the 

IPP. 

JP5-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

INFORMATION 

1. Unprocessed data of every description which rl1~; 6e~~~~(j i~ ih1~:-~ida~~~~~<> 
of intelligence. 2. The meaning that a human assignsto_qa,~ab.Y:-rriea~~::otth_e~::-: 
known conventions used in their representation., __ , :: ·•· :-· :.:>< ·-.>:· :~,:::\V<JP1~02i:: 

· ·: .· .. ~ ;:-: : .. -: ): -:,..:·:· .\.::~r\:~:~~~:~~li~}i..>>·:::. ···.~~;~~~:/.:~;.<_:_.::·. 

. : · ... .:: -.~; '(~\:<.(t :~\t:::.·-.·-:-·:.:;:~~~~~·;·~;J~:T::~:~:~~?1; .:~~'{::\:.\t~:~~L: 
~~one of the surest ways of fonning good combinations· in :warshouldJf?e)tiXorj:Jjjt;:'} 

movements only aher obtaining perfect infonnation of the~e(7emy'S:jiif;fce_(!qit)gs~:;~~~iJY:j 
fact, how can any man say what he should do himse_/t,:ithrils:igri_oiiifii/otwHii(h.l$,W 
adversary is about? · · : : :·· • ·.:: :-:. ·: .·· :><::·:··;~~::·.:-· _ ;,~c:·;::;)() 

~s it is unquestionably of the highest importance to gi!ln. thls:ififo,.ffi~tt~h;t~~~ti~\~~:·~:;:; 
thing of the utmost difficulty, not to say impossibility, .. ';jiu:f:this;is·~one_y:J.tth(J.<(;/Jiel";\ 
causes of the great difference between the theory and the pfil~ti~fJti(~t 7'~:•:/:f:i? { .:a,;;? 

.,.; . . . . - .~- -:: ::.=.-:_:;::,:-: :' . . . . . . ::. :~>:·-·:.:: :· 
. . . . ···---\ :: <·:<-::. :~>; :::-·-~:-~> < ··:;;--: :-· :--.:. -~>:·.-~ ->:·:~-:._.;-~ :)'::.·~::' 

JC)_~_ini,·:.~h~:·:~~-;~~j~~~f;,~I~~~iJ.:!:: 
The intelligence cycle is the process by which information is converted into intelligence 

and made available to users. To better understand intelligence and its cycle, it is important to 
recognize the clear and critical distinction between information and intelligence. Information 
is data that have been collected but not further developed through analysis, interpretation, or 
correlation with other data and intelligence. The application of analysis transforms information 
into intelligence. Both information and intelligence are important, and both may exist together 
in some form. They are not, however, the same thing, and thus they have different connotations, 
applicability, and credibility. 

Information and intelligence from all sources, including counterintelligence, must be 
evaluated, correlated, and integrated into products that present the most complete, accurate, 
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INFORMATION DIFFERENTIAL 

and objective views possible. Joint operations in particular require complete and composite 
views of the situation and an adversary's land, sea, air, and space forces. 

Having access to and using all sources of information and intelligence is essential to 
understanding the actual situation. Single-source intelligence analysis may lead to incomplete 
assessments. Use of the all-source concept and methodology will reduce the risks of deception. 
It will also become the basis for the nomination and development of countermeasures against 
hostile intelligence and operations. All-source intelligence fusion must begin with collection 
and production planning. Each source can provide useful information and cues for collection 
and exploitation through other sources. 

Related Terms 
combat information 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

INFORMATION DIFFERENTIAL 

The joint campaign sh~uld fully exploit the information differential, that is, the superior 
access to and ability to effectively employ information on the strategic, operational and tactical 
situation which advanced US technologies provide our forces. (See figure below.) Space 
power is crucial, but does not operate alone, in assisting the joint force to enjoy superiority in 
command, control, communications, intelligence, navigation, and information processing. 
Weather, mapping, charting, geodesy, oceanography, and t~rrain analysis are all areas where 
the joint force should achieve significant advantages. The use of Allied signals intelligence 
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INFORMATION FUSION 

as a key to victory in the Battle of the Atlantic in World War II provides a good example of 
exploiting such an information differential. 

Related Ternis 
command and control warfare; information warfare 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1 Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

INFORMATION FUSION 

The ultimate goal of command, control, communications, and computer systems is to · 
produce a picture of the battles pace that is accurate and meets the needs of warfighters. This 
goal is achieved by fusing, i.e., reducing information to the minimum essentials and putting 
it in a form that people can act on. There is no one fusing of information that meets the needs 
of all warriors. However, with concise, accurate, timely, and relevant information, unity of 
effort is improved and uncertainty is reduced, enabling the force as a whole to exploit 
opportunities and fight smarter. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INFORMATION GATHERING 

In military operations other than war involving in-depth coordination or interaction with 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) and private voluntary organizations (PVOs) and 
most UN operations, the Jerm "information gathering" should be used rather than the term 
"intelligence." The term "information gathering" is also appropriate in peacekeeping operations · 
because peacekeepers must be overt, neutral, and impartial. Non-militaryorganizationsmay 
resent being considered a source of intelligence. These organizations may perceive that US 
forces are seeking to recruit members of their organizations for collection efforts, or turn the 
organizations into unknowing accomplices in some covert collection effort. NGOs and PVOs, 
by the very nature of what they do, become familiar with the culture, language, and sensitivities 
of a populace. This information is very valuable to military commanders as they seek to 
accomplish missions which focus not on destroying an enemy, but on providing aid and 
assistance to the populace of a foreign country. By using the term "information gathering," 
military forces may be able to foster better communications with other agencies, and thereby 
benefit from their valuable knowledge. 

Related Terms 
intelligence; military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

INFORMATION GRID 

The networks that result from open systems architectures are called information grids. 
They allow the warrior users to gain access, process, and transport information in near real 
time to anyone else on the network. Information grids refer to computer controlled networks 
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INFORMATION PRIORITY 

that provide virtual connectivity on the demand of the networks that provide virtual connectivity 
on the demand of the warrior; they support local and area network operations. (See figure 
below.) They are also the basic components of larger grid networks that, when interconnected, 
support regional, theater, and ultimately a global grid that is also referred to as the infosphere. 

Computers control connectivity so quickly that wasteful and inefficient permanent or full 
period connectivity is no longer required; an example could be cellular telephone networks 
where mobile users maintain continuous virtual co·nnectivityeven though they are connected 
through numerous links and nodal switching centers as they move during the course of a 
single calL This allows a full range of user service to be distributed across vast areas -

.hence these distributed grid networks are also extremely redundant; individual users have 
hundreds of computer selectable paths available vice one or two, making their service many 
times more reliable. 

· Related Terms 
command, control, communications. and computer (C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Commu11ications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joi.nt Operations 

INFORMATION PRIORITY 

The prioritization of information is essential since command, control, communications, 
and computer (C4) systems have a finite capacity. Prioritization of specific types of information 
is the responsibility of the joint force commander (JFC), subordinate commanders, and staff 
planners that provides a benchmark from which discipline on information flow and processing 
within C4 networks can be maintained. Prioritization is also essential to sizing C4 network 
and nodal systems requirements (e.g., the level of C4 assets devoted to intelligence requirements 
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INFORMATION PROTECTION 

may reduce network responsiveness to other users requiring a decision by the JFC during 
campaign and operation planning). 

. Related Terms 
command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control,.Communications,and Computer(C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INFORMATION PROTECTION 

Security of information and command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 
involves the procedural and technical protection of information and C4 systems major 
components (terminal devices, transmission media, switches, and control and management), 
and is an integral component of the joint force commander's command and control protection 
effort. (See figure below.) This is accomplished through application of information protection 
means including:. 

• Physical security of C4 system component facilities; 
• Personnel security of individuals authorized access to C4 systems; 
• Operations security (OPSEC) procedures and techniques protecting operational 

employment of C4 system components; 
• Deception, deceiving the adversary about specific C4 system configuration,ope~tional 

employment, .and degree of component importance to mission accomplishment; 
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• Low probability of intercept (LPI) and low probability of detection (LPD) capabilities 
and techniques designed to defeat adversary attempts to detect and exploit C4 system 
transmission media; 

• Emissions control procedures designed to support OPSEC and LPIILPD objectives; 
• Transmission security capabilities designed to support OPSEC and LPII LPD objectives; 
• Communications security capabilities to protect information transiting terminal devices 

and transmission media from adversary exploitation; 
• Computer security capabilities to protect information at rest, being processed, and 

transitioningterminal devices, switches, networks, and control systems from intrusion, 
damage, and exploitation; 

• C4 system design and configuration control (e.g., protected distribution systems, 
protection from compromising emanation (TEMPEST)) to mitigate the impact of 
information technology vulnerabilities·; 

• Identifying technological and procedural vulnerability analysis and assessment programs. 
Related Terms 

command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INFORMATION QUALITY 

Many sources of information are imperfect and susceptible to distortion and deception. 
The seven criteria shown in the figure below help characterize information quality. 

333 



INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 

Related Terms 
command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS 
.·. :~::~::::<:.:>:.:..:::.:·~.: ... :<·.,::-:--.-:-::~: ::_.-: .. ~ 

Those items of infonnation regarding the enemy ·andliis erivkbntn~l1t.wtii~W,;:: 
need to be collected and processed in order to meet the intelligen~ i'equir~mciri~~'J 
of a commander. · · · . ·,·.ji,::;:.:::.:: ::: :,:; .. ::_,:"-:iEr:.·:·<;'~t~~ .. ~:~B~~'f,'·.j 
Data is gathered in a variety of ways- from sensors (both active and passive), from 

commarid, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems, and through situation reports 
from senior, subordinate, or lateral commands. Information needs to be interpreted and 
correctly applied to be of use and is valuable only insofar as it contributes to knowledge and 
understanding. Warfighters understand things best in terms of ideas or images; a clear image 
of their commander's intent and of the local situation can allow subordinates to seize the 
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INFOSPHERE 

initiative. In this regard, C4 systems play a critical role in the processing, flow, and quality of 
data to support information requirements throughout the joint force. 

Related.Terms 
command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INFOSPHERE 

General. The infosphere refers to the rapidly growing global network of military and 
commercial command, control, communications, and computer (C4) systems and networks 
linking information data bases and fusion centers that are accessible to the warrior anywhere, 
anytime, in the performance of any mission. The infosphere provides a worldwide, automated 
information exchange that supports joint forces, which is secure and transparent to the warrior. 
This emerging capability is highly flexible to support the rapid task organization and power 
projection. Information technology and the existence and growth of a global infosphere have 
irreversibly impacted the fundamenta\ approach to warfare of massing effects rather than 
forces. This has not only propelled joint forces into the age of information, but also into 
information-based warfare with precision-guided weapon systems that detect and engage 
targets based on the electronic transfer of data. 

Joint forces must quickly adapt to this increasingly complex and highly uncertain operating 
environment. For this reason,joint force conm1anders (JFCs) must be able to conceptually 
view the total joint force command and control system as a whole to employ it to the best 
advantage. The JFC can then identify how it should be structured, identify where improvements 
can be made, and focus and balance limited C4 resources to best advantage to control the 
flow, the processing, and the quality of information essential to speed joint force decisions 
and execution. The need for C4 systems that can deploy rapidly to meet crises worldwide has 
evolved into a demand for joint, interoperable systems. 

The Infosphere Architecture. The Command, Control, Communications, Computers, ' 
And Intelligence For The Warrior vision put the Armed Forces of the United States on a 
course toward an open systems architecture referred to as the global grid (see figure below) 
that will provide virtual connectivity from anywhere to anywhere instantaneouslyon. warrior 
demand. The architecture of grid networks can support both vertical and horizontal information 
flow to joint and multinational forces. Commanders at all levels require a distributed 
communications grid comprised of links employing any electronic transmission media 
overlaying an area of responsibility/jointoperations area. Nodal points may be terrestrial, 
airborne, and/or space-based. Nodal points automatically store, relay, and process information. 
Voice, data, and imagery flows together in digitized form across all communication paths. 
Automated user terminals from man portable to more stationary types allow personnel to 
instantly connect in any fashion desired (e.g., electronic mail; instantly reconfigured(virtual) 
voice radio nets; imagery; connected sensor grids; or extended personal presence by creating 
synthetic environments such as virtual reality). The specific paths used to set-up virtual 
connectivity are controlled by computers. 

The Wamor Vision of the Infosphere. The bottom line is a shared image of the battlespace 
between joint decision makers and warfighters at all levels and with instantaneous sensor to 
shooter connectivity. The JFC and subordinate leaders gain a coherent understanding of 
operational situations, regardless of the enemy's actions or responses, strategically, 
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operationally, or tactically. Commanders see the battlespace together as a team- they 
perceive and move ideas and knowledge in a timely and coherent fashion. The virtual grid 
also links sensors to shooters to allow rapid exploitation of opportunity and generate quick, 
decisive actions. 

Related Terms 
command, control, com~unications.and computer-(C4) systems 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INITIATING DIRECTIVE 

· • •. • •. :.·. :.>: ·• .. · > ·: >'· :'':> •. ::::Y\•:Pit>·r<:~··n>·< 
An order to the commander, amphibious task force~ t9·C()nC:i~#::~-i~rljp~~&J9~§~i•·.~-~ 
operation. It is issued by the unified commander, subunlti~ cQ.ri]IJl~tid0~~§~!Y~~~~ 
component commander, or joint force commander delegate(tov~r~!h~S.P.QriSi~I(JtY\1;~ 

for the· operation. . ·:··:.;:;[~[~.:~~·~;~[<;~j·(,_,[f,··;t,:~}~j~i .. ·!]iC;>··~c· ~;~i!:1t~~l~'Jr;, 
The initiating directive is an order to commander, amphibious task force (CATF) to conduct 

an amphibious operation. It is issued by the combatant commander, subunified commander, 
Service component commander, or joint task force commander delegated overall responsibility 
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for the operation. Copies of the initiating directive need to be furnished to all major subordinate 
and supporting commanders. 

The initiating directive may not be a single comprehensive document. During crisis action 
planning, the information contained in the initiating directive may be found in several orders, 
such as, the warning order, alert order, planning order, and execute order. The initiating 

· .directive: 
• establishes the amphibious task fo~ce (ATF); · 
• assigns a mission; 
• provides forces to accomplish the mission; 
• assigns assault shipping for both assault echelon and assault follow-on echelon; 
• designates CATF, commander, landing force, and other commanders as appropriate; 
• positively defines the amphibious operations area in terms of sea, land, and air space. 

The size must be sufficient to ensure accomplishment of the ATF mission as well as to 
provide sufficient area for the conduct of necessary air, land, and sea operations; 

• provides code words for the operation name and for other key specifics about the operation; 
• sets target dates for execution of the operation; 
• provides special instructions on command relationships; 
• provides special instructions pertaining to the planning, employment, allocation, and 

control of nuclear and chemical munitions; 
• includes positive instructions governing the termination of the operation and, if feasible, 

command arrangements and disposition of forces to be effective at that time and 
information regarding operations to be conducted after termination of the amphibious 
operation; 

• assigns responsibility and provides necessary coordination instructions for the conduct 
of supporting operations; 

• provides cryptographic and operations security guidance; 
• provides a concept for military deception operations to be conducted in support of the 
· amphibious operation; 

• provides other information considered necessary. 
Related Terms 

amphibious operation 

JP 3-02 
Source Joint Publications .· 

Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

INSTRUMENTS OF NATIONAL POWER 

When the US undertakes military operations, the Armed Forces of the United States are 
only one component of a national-level effort involving the various instruments of national 
power: economic, diplomatic, informational, and military. The instruments of national power 
may be applied in any combination to achieve national strategic goals in operations other 
than war. The manner in which they are employed is determined by the nature of each 
situation. For operations other than war, the military instrument is typically tasked to support 
the diplomatic and work with. the economic and informational instruments. 

Related Terms 
national security strategy 

JPI 
JP 3-0 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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INSURGENCY 

,,~~i~~ii~~;~~;?l~~~;fi~~h~~iti!i~iii~liliii~ilt~ 
Insurgencies attempt to exploit actual or perceived governmental weaknesses, such as failure 

to maintain hiw and order; inability to respond adequately to disasters; overreaction to civil 
disturbances; or failure to meet economic, political, ethnic, or social expectations. 

Organizational structures for US support to insurgencies can be overt, low visibility, 
·clandestine, or covert. Each support program is conducted as a special activity within the 
meaning of section 3.4(h) of Executive Order 12333,4 December 1981, "US Intelligence 
Activities," and is subject to approval by the US Congress. 

The US military principally trains and advises insurgent forces in unconventional warfare 
tactics, techniques, and procedures. These actions should be integrated with the programs of 
the other instrum~nts of national power. 

JP 3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

INTEGRATED PRIORITY LIST 

· ~!~:=~=i~=~=.e::~~f::=~:~:s~~~~~l~~~~~~ 
judgment of the combatant commander, adve~IY:~ff~qt~tn~::~p~Q~f~i,9.1~Jfl~j1:·;!~ 
combatant commander's forces to accomplish th~ir: a~i.gn~cr))"li~~l9?1~@i?rt!~~,[J~ 
integrated priority list provides the combatant comma.nde_r'~[r~~rlim~:O~~ti§P:~t1$: 
for programming funds in the Planning, Programming·,'Cihg.:B.~c:J.g(:lJ!ri9;§y~~-m~~[~): 
·process. Also called I PL. . - · · :: · : :,_·::<_\.:~;~:::.::~l:.::~,t:[,:·;;!}~·1,~~~~;~~~f,Jt~~ 
With the exception of United States Special Operation Command's (USSOCOM's)special 

operations-unique requirements, the. combatant commanders provide their requirements to 
the Services through their Service components and identify their highest priority needs to the 
Secretary of Pefense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff by means of the Integrated 
Priority List. The Military Departments. Defense agencies, an_d USSOCOM develop their 
Program Objective Memorandums (POMs) based on the combatant command requirements 
and strategic concepts and guidance contained in the Defense Planning Guidance. The POMs 
express the Services' total requirements and include assessments of risk, as well as descriptions 
of how well the POMs support the requirements of the combatant commanders. 

Related Terms · 
Planning, Programming, and Budgeting System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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INTELLIGENCE 

From the moment joint operations are contemplated, the joint force commander (JFC) 
launches a continuing, interactive process to develop and refine the commander's estimate of 
the situation. The Intelligence Directorate of a joint staff (J-2) and J-2 staff have pivotal 
responsibilities in this process, both in direct support of the commander and in interactions 
with the other J-staffs. At all stages, the J-2 and J-2 staff must contribute not only relevant 
intelligence but also a sophisticated understanding of how the adversary thinks. 

Critical to operational success is gaining intelligence dominance of the battlespace. All 
sides will attempt to determine adversary capabilities, objectives, and operational concepts. 
All sides will deploy their collection and analysis capabilities and will endeavor to conduct 
successful deceptions in attempts to gain surprise and provide operations security. Gaining 
and maintaining this intelligence dominance enhances the JFC's flexibility by opening 
additional operational options. 

Intelligence requirements are identified based on the JFC 's guidance and direction, estimate 
of the situation, and objectives. The commander's requirements must be the principal driver 
of intelligence system components, organization, services, and products. Ultimately, satisfying 
these requirements will depend on the ability of each J-2 and their intelligence staffs at all 
levels of command to: employ joint force organic intelligence resources; identify and, when 
assigned, integrate additional intelligence resources such as the joint intelligence center; and 
apply national intelligence capabilities. (See the figure below.) 

uLTRA, Too Much lntelll~•;3;~~ii'!,\1,tr:,~~~;,~~il1~f~~]~~ 
Frederick the Great Instructed his generals overr_··:· ~~r£:j~~j#~~ifj*~~:~l~~~;~~l[l 
you know the enemy's plans beforehand you will.~ 
for him ••• " Seldom this century has this maxim. . . 
the period 1939-1945 with ULTRA, the code name_\.1 · 
intelligence resulting from the solution of high. ·a··~ .r:lt.!t_ . = co.1 r:let~ ar1d .ICY,)helts,was:;~::;; 
passed between selected Allied Individuals. ~-::: ':: < · ::::!3~::i~==~6·;~,rmUN·~~J.i)N:n:~:':6: 

. -~ 

. A decisive event In breaking the German cypher,~$ 1'~ -~~,~~j~~J;:~l~*-'~~~~=::~~~d~~~('~{l~ of ULTRA occurred when pre-war (1939) Polish: I~ 

with· their government's attempts at de1fe,~~~~~~~~~~~!i~~~~~,i~~~~i therefore contributing· to the cause of an 
over to the French and British duplicates of 

·for en·codlng messages. 

· · Although ·the procurement of the German :::Ei·~ •Jg~~!:iffl.~~~-~~~~~~-iJ?.!r~~~!~1':~!~ 

. . most noted event In the development of!:!. ~~~~~~~~t~~~~~ contributed as well. · Material seized from Ge1rrn~tri 
supply ships, material taken from Italian s 
in the North African desert war proved 
material provided to the OSS by individuals· 
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,·· •'-.;· 

· ··i~r:::::~~;:r~:E?.i~~~~io5~~!~~i~tii~t~~~· 
sunk; . for .Instance, at their remote --·refuenn·g rencte%vous· fl.'lgh.(at()use.~ ~.th~(:j',~ 
enemy's.susplclons and caus$ him to ct-angEt cyp~~~)!i.hlch~hacfbeeli~:c)htyf::: 

:::nh~~~ ::~~t ~:eol~v~~=~~n/;:t:~~g~,~~~R~~~~~~~~t~~l' 
But, in spite of numerous events where the Allies felt'c.~rtaln::thaUJ.lTRA,~f).~:ilct~< 
be compromised, Nazi planners stubbornly refuseci,~C)::d~u~(~t1tfJ6~1·9~8.blli_tY,~:-::,, 
of Enigma. Indeed, years passed before·some Gernuiriji;lr:il~ipari~J~:r:ijedj;f_'::\ 
the extent the Allies knew of their c)peratlons ·and;:lntentloris·;:>;:·(larhat.Cit;f; 

· Weinberg, In his general' history of. World War:'l_l:';cJte~:t#~.Ti#~~#•atl§~~~?i: 
. conference on signals intelligence held .In the fall-of)1978~ wtie.rtki(num~f':,C)f;~< 
participants. who had played active roles In these event!{stli[fou~~d.\ij)l,,.~[t~Y< 
believe that their machine codes had been read by the Alll~s~: _:()f:c9ij.rsei:]~,l~:::,:: 
possible that a signals officer within the Reich, in vievlottheil"~ririyb~li:icl(~>;;: 
the Allies seemed to hold in thwarting some German • c~mp~ig•f::pl.~s~i:ri),ghj:;:L::: 
have become suspicious of the security of German secf.eJsj::FHC;w~:\l~r/lf'tru~~;;::;:: 
none was so convinced to compile the evidence and: report;-tt::~.:.We~rit?~rg/}·<~: 

~:e:a:~~:.:::::ly~~~:: ::
1

::~:::::::. and .~6~;~~~~~~~~~~~~~j1 
Byzantine atmosphere of Intrigue and jealousy in Hltler~s-:courkifw.9iJI·~:~:ayEt.;{:< 
been an exceptionally bold man who went to the Fuhrer,'s:bun.ker~and·~mke:tlei;::; 
who drew aside Pralm's tent curtain 'at dead of nig~t. an~_-t()t.d::~h:J!·J~ai,:"J::ri.)}(;)~ 
was burned, Informed Hitler that the Third Reich's··coo1niunl(:a~'q~$~:::sy$t~m;:.~~:;: 
for all three services, world-wide, 'must now be considered lrisecure:llhd;s,tati'Uicbr 
b8 entirely reconstituted, from the basic essentlal.upwa:rds/wltri~ftiill pe)d~~:;hr 
and procedures ••• & gross breach of security by t~e AUI~s .:woij·l~lt~L~~ed.}tg:i~;:, 
convince Hitler and the many Intelligence officers whose:c,i'~f~(t~~~~y:;riPt~lhg[{(A 
of their lives) depended upon the continuing b~llt;tfJh~tjlj(t.}t;~lgma?w.ae:~~~i Invulnerable. • · · • · . . .. .• . , j.~:?i'J!~~ijJ{,&W't~JtfN~~t~~t~ 
Hence, the ULTRA secret remained so. . In~ fact . by: the :eFld;j)f ::t"_~:?;Wat,?t.h•:~;=:f; 
information became so complete and comprehenslve~i)oFm~r~ly;ojroili~ry;f";j 
significance, but also political and economic ~ thaftli~ ~neln,y:c~~(~::~c~rc!lyJ?i{; 
make a move without the Allies knowing of, it ~nd: t~~re~y:/•ril9v:tn9 'J~-,@2 

. : ..: · · : ; .. ~: .:: ~·-:;,:-: :.:. ?<;\; :: .:.~c~:~~>~s~::<~\~:::li~~ -~~~~~-I<~;:\}?;:}. 
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Strategic in~elligenceis intelligence that is required for the formulation of strategy, policy, 
and military plans and operations at national and theiiter levels. Operational intelligence is . 
intelligence required for planning and conducting campaigns and major operations to 
accomplish strategic objectives within theaters or areas of operations. Tactical intelligence is 
intelligence that is required for planning and conducting tactical operations. 

Intelligence sources are the means or systems used to observe, sense, and record or convey 
information of conditions, situations, and eventS. As shown in the figure below, there are 
seven primary source types: image.ry intelligence, signals intelligence, human intelligence, 
measurement and signature intelligence, open-source intelligence, technical intelligence, and 
counterintelligence. 

INTELLIGENCE SOURCES 

H\t11NT 

PHOTINT 
SIGINT 

COM INT 
ELINT 

FISINT 
TELl NT 
RADINT 

HU~,11NT 

rv1ASINT 
ACINT 
OPTINT 
ELECTRO-

OPTICAL 
IRINT 
LAS INT 
NUCINT 
RINT 

OS INT 
TECHINT 
Cl 

Intelligence 
Photo Intelligence 
Intelligence 
Communications Intelligence 
Electronic Intelligence 
Foreign Instrumentation Signals Intelligence 
Telemetry Intelligence 
Radar Intelligence 
Intelligence 
Intelligence 
Acoustical Intelligence 
Optical Intelligence 
Electro-optical Intelligence 

Infrared Intelligence 
Laser Intelligence 
Nuclear Intelligence 
Unintentional Radiation Intelligence 
Intelligence 
Intelligence 
Counterintelligence 

• Denotes primary source type. 

Related Terms 
all-source intelligence; combat intelligence; imagery intelligence; medical intelligence; 
scientific and technical intelligence 

Source. Joint Publications 
JP 2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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INTELLIGENCE ARCHITECTURE 

General. The joint intelligencearchitectureprovides the means to interconnect collectors, 
producers, and customers in an information network. All intelligence made available to the 
network from any source is stored and communicated as data whether it is a text file, graphics, 
imagery, or formatted information. The data is stored on a standards compliant file server. 
The file server is the interface with the communications network. 

In keeping with the spirit of command, control, communications, computers and intelligence 
(C41) For The Warrior, the joint intelligence architecture is a dynamic, flexible structure 
providing global access to an information grid that consists of all intelligence sources at all 
echelons. The architecture facilitates the capability of the Defense Intelligence community 

· to focus on supporting the joint force commander (JFC) and subordinate joint force components 
and to integrate support from non-Defense agencies and nongovernment organizations as 
needed. The joint intelligencearchitectureis configured to provide access to all intelligence 
sources from anywhere on the globe and to provide the baseline data that JFCs will need to 
support joint operations. This architecture conceptually describes equipment capabilities, 
information flow requirements, and responsibilities. 

Principles. The Services and Department of Defense agencies responsible for organizing, 
· training, and fielding intelligence systems and personnel must provide the Secretary of Defense, 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. combatant commanders, and subordinate commanders 
as much flexibility as possible in assembling their intelligence support architectures. JFCs 
should be able to assemble an optimum mix of intelligence capabilities (personnel, procedures, 
and C4I), regardless of the source, and still receive adequate intelligence support. Intelligence 
systems, concepts, products, and language must be sufficiently interoperable for the exchange 
and use of data in any form and from any source among intelligence organizations and operating 
commands and forces. lnteroperabilityprinciples are shown in the first figure below. 

Formal Joint Intelligence Architecture. The second figure below depicts the joint 
intelligence architecture as a network of integrated work stations, file servers, and 

INTELLIGENCE ARCHITECTURE PRINCIPLES 

• C41 lnterop.erabilty 

• lnteroperability of Intelligence Data and Product 

• Common Terminology and Symbols 

• Standards 

o Effective Training and Exercises 

• Data Bases 
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communications links. These three elements must work together, compliant with common 
standards, to create the interoperable information environment required to support military 
operations. The network includes direct connectivity by some communications or 
communications relay link (landli ne. radio, satellite, and others as appropriate) and broadcast 
capability to support time-sensitive and ·"sensor-to- shooter" needs. The information grid 
concept allows data collected by whatever means to be communicated directly to a user or to 
a processing site or platform by the most efficient path, then passed on or through to the user 
as appropriate. A critical aspec~ of the information grid is its ability to make all intelligence, 
including direct collector-to-user information, accessible via standardized file servers to 
standards compliant work stations. 

Some collected, unprocessed information can be transferred to a headquarters, regional, or 
field processing site directly via existing communications links that are outside the joint 
architecture. Such information is not useful prior to processing(e.g., encrypted information), 
or requires very high bandwidths that would overwhelm the communications links. In these 
instances, the information is first processed or selectively captured prior to transferring or 
making it available over the network (examples are certain raw signals intelligence and some 
types of imagery or video). 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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INTERAGENCY OPERATIONS 

Understanding Interagency Operations. The integration of political and military 
objectives and the subsequent translation of these objectives into demonstrable action have 
always been essential to success at all levels of operation. Clausewitz wrote: ''The political 
objective is the ·goal, war is the means of reaching it, and means can never be considered in 
isolatio~ from their purpose." The new, rapidly changing global environment that is 
characterized by regional instability, the growth of pluralistic governments, and unconventional 
threats will require even greater interagency cooperation, with a fully functioning civil-military 
relationship. Military operations must be synchronized with those of other agencies of the 
US Government (USG) as well as with foreign forces, nongovernmental and private voluntary 
organizations, and regional and international organizations. These actions must be mutually 
supporting and proceed in a logical sequence. In order to successfully undertake interagency 
operations, the roles and relationships among various Federal agencies, combatant commands, 
state and local governments, country teams, and engaged organizations must be clearly 
understood. Whether military forces are involved in the detention of migrants in Guantanamo 
Bay, countering the flow of drugs from Latin America, stopping a tyrannical invader in the 
Middle East, providing humanitarian assistance to a storm-ravaged populace, or making 
peace on the Horn of Africa, success will depend to a large extent on the ability to blend and 
engage all elements of national power. Interagency coordination forges the vital link between 
the military instrument of that power and the economic, political and/or diplomatic, and 
informational entities of the USG as well as nongovernmental organizations. Successful 
interagency coordination enables these agencies, departments, and organizations to mount a 
coherent and efficient collective operation. 

Synchronizing Interagency Operations. · The common thread throughout all major 
· operations, whether in war or military operations other than wa:r, is the broad range of agencies 
- many with indispensable practical competencies and major legal responsibilities- that 
interact with the Armed Forces of the United States. The intrinsic nature of interagency 
coordination demands that commanders and joint planners consider all elements of national 
power and recognize which agencies are best qualified to employ these elements toward the 
objective. This consideration is especially necessary because the security challenges facing 
the US today are growing in complexity, requiring the skills and resources of many 
organizations. Because the solution to a problem seldom, if ever, resides within the capability 
of just one agency, campaign or operation plans must be crafted to leverage the core 
competencies of the mytjad agencies, synchronizing their efforts with military capabilities 
toward a single objective. The National Command Authorities decide to employ the Armed 
Forces of the United States because they have deemed it necessary to use military means to 
meet national interests. The use of the military element of power as a component of the 
national security strategy takes the form of military objectives. These objectives need to be 
coordinated with associated diplomatic, economic, and informational objectives. The military 
often plays a supporting role to other national agencies. Though the Department of Defense 
(DOD) may have little or no choice regarding the agencies engaged in a particular operation 
or control over the individual agency agendas, understanding how military coordination efforts 
interface with other organizations toward mission accomplishment could provide the key to 
success in joint operations and unified actions. 

A Forum of Expertise. Each organization brings its own culture, philosophy, goals, practices, 
and skills to the interagency table. This diversity is the strength of the interagency process, 
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providing a cross-section of expertise, skills, and abilities. In one coordinated forum, the 
process integrates many views, capabilities, and options. 

Gathering the Right Resources. The challenge, not only to the Nation's leadership but to 
commanders at all levels, is to recognize what resources may apply to a problem and to bring 
them to the interagency table. All efforts must be coordinated despite philosophical and 
operational differences separating agencies. An atmosphere of cooperation can ultimately 
. contribute to unity of effort. Pursuit of coordination and cooperation in the interagency 
process should be viewed as a means, not an end of the process. While some loss of 
organizational freedom. of action is often necessary to attain full cooperation, a zeal for 
consensus should not compromise the authority, roles, or core competencies of individual 
agencies. 

· ···To~aJ.~~lJr~::z::~::::;~d:2tr~:t,!J~~~f~~J~~~~~~~~~', 
. • governments ·cannot control their clties;··reglons~ ar_td,;pri,.~~pal"fllnt;~i9~~ ;~n~,:iY 
. institutions/As CINCs renew their. regic)nal strategies,~~~~:ilppreciaiie$11.,:~f)he}·\ 

. ·threat must .consider the. consequences of insia6mtii>c:oitn~eril19.<t.ht~.:·wiiL'' 
requ~re the. effective combination. of an. the elern,e~~s:,:~f:'tl~~-~ti~fJ:P.e;t!/'-r.Jt·!i~< 
are to overcome the tyranny of transnatlonaf threatsj'!an~.;:inter~at:JCii$orijer'i~;. 
Interagency cooperation will be the foundatlor1: fof·~~v:,::~~tatti.gi.C~:Y:isi0.~:-·:9:!:!·?:' 
. peacetime engagement~ .The probl~m of ·.·wh~~~yirt::c~~!r~~~.~~-ft~!nMV:~.~~~\;~·::: 
Interagency efforts. In the past, the concept Qf a cle~ign..ted~l4t~~f~9.~a:lqy~~'•i'V 
not .carried with It the operational authority to enjoin ·~09perat~or'I~<SC:;,:<t'tif1~~·:.1]:,: 
how wiil Interagency .efforts be drawn togeth~r);to(#c.hJev~f~Y:h&,i91S.ib!:t;,; 
Exacerbating the. problems surrounding. issues c;;t8.~t~~rifY.an~:te$oiirci~g')~\: ':, 
the lack of an agreed· interagency planning proce$s.:)~~t· mig~~.:,syij~~fC»,n.iZ~l0i! 
Interagency effort. The executive and legislative branch.~& "hav~)jO.~if:giitltjeiY~~';; 
pro.vlded Interagency leadership with direct controf·over· ~h':~·res~'urces\::'' 
necessary for Interagency operations.· Decentralized, ·ope'ra~l~~s:lh..::t6~\~tld'?it:: 

. ·require cogent strategies and plans to inform the opei'atoiof·•gency:obJ~~~~v~s;t:;:; 
concepts for operating, and available resources. Agencies wm:c::ontlry~~: to:: I). ~l· 
prone to talking past each other as they. plan and program accord~69.#) dlflerehr\:: 
priorities, schedules and operating areas. Yet, as long as .the,.CiN¢s·jne::th&:::)''.: 
only us Government officials with the wherewlthal .• to.•purr:l6~gett1E!~~·u$j.: 
Interagency actions on a regional basis, they will need: to c:on,ti11u~;:.~~;P,r9yl~_ttl:': 

th~ leadership- even while In a supporting role; · •···•·· ··•· • ';_;,,;ft;jj:,jtJ;:)fif:~,i~;~~~~ii 
Source: William w. Mendel :and'·Davld ;G>Bradfofcl:~lt 

Interagency Coojj~~~~~l~ii1J~l 
Strategic Direction. Coordinating the activities of the various USG agencies is fundamental 

to the efficient use of national resources. The US National Security Strategy defines the 
interaction between the DOD and other organizations in such critical operations as 
counterterrorism,counterdrug, and humanitarian assistance. The Office of the Secretary of 
Defense and the Joint Staff carry out most interagency coordination for the DOD at the 
strategic level._ This coordination sets the stage for directions to commanders at the operational 
and tactical levels. 

Focus ofTheaterOperations. Every joint force operation involves close coordination with 
forces and agencies outside the chain of command. The guidance in Joint Pub 3-0, "Doctrine 

346 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



INTERNAL DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT 

for Joint Operations," for joint force commanders (JFCs) is clear: " ... ensure that joint 
operations are synchronized in time, space, and purpose with the actions of other military 
forces (multinational operations) and nonmilitary organizations (government agencies such 
as the US Agency for International Development, nongovernmental organizations such as 
religious relief agencies, corporations, international agencies such as the Internati~nal Red 
Cross, and even the United Nations). Activities and operations with such nonmilitary 
organizations can be complex and may require considerable effort by JFCs and their 
staffs .... " 

Related Terms 
lead agency 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-08 Interagency Coordination During Joint Operations Vol. I 

INTERNAL DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT 

General. Foreign internal defense (FID) supports host nation (HN) internal defense and 
development (IDAD). programs. US military involvement in FID has traditionally been 
focused on helping another nation defeat an organized movement attempting to overthrow 
the government. US FID programs may address other threats to an HN's internal stability, 
such as civil disorder, illicit drug trafficking, and terrorism. These threats may, in fact, 
predominate in the future as tniditional power centers shift, suppressed cultural and ethnic 
rivalries surface, and the economic incentives of illegal drug trafficking continue. US military 
support to FID may include _training, materiel, advice, or other assistance, including direct 
support and combat operations as authorized by the National Command Authorities, to HN 
forces in executing an IDAD program. 

Commensurate with US policy goals, the focus of all US FID efforts is to support the HN's 
program of IDAD. These national programs are designed to free and protect a nation from 
lawlessness, subversion, and insurgency by emphasizing the building of viable institutions 
that respond to the needs of society. The most significant manifestation of these needs is 

· likely to be economic, social, informational, or political; therefore, these needs should prescribe 
the principal focus ·of US efforts. Nevertheless, military assistance is often necessary to 
provide the secure environment for these efforts to become effective. These needs of society 
remain relevant to threats posed through illegal drug trafficking, terrorism, and civil unrest 
that affect all aspects of a nation's defense and development. 

FID is the participation by the civilian and military agencies of a government in any of the 
action programs taken by another government to free and protect its society from subversion, 
lawlessness, and insurgency. From the US perspective, FID has assumed many forms as 
support to foreign nations has evolved. In ~II cases, however, FID refers to the US activities 
that support an HN's IDAD strategy designed to protect against these threats. 

The Role ofFID in IDAD. It is important to frame the US FID effort in perspective with 
, the overall span of US doctrine that it supports and to understand how it fits into the HN's 

IDAD program. FID is a primary program used in supporting friendly nations <?Perating in 
or threatened with potential hostilities. 

347 



INTERNAL DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT 

US military support to FID should focus on assisting an HN in anticipating, precluding, 
and countering these threats or other potential threats. Emphasis on internal developmental 
programs as well as internal defense programs when organizing, planning, and executing 
military support to a FID program is an essential aspect. This assists the HN to address the 
root causes of instability in a proactive manner rather than reacting to threats. 

US military involvement in FID has traditionally been focused toward counterinsurgency. 
Although much of the FID effort remains focused on this important area, US FID programs 
may aim at other threats to an HN's internal stability, such as civil disorder, illicit drug 
trafficking, and terrorism. These threats may, in fact, predominate in the future as traditional 
power centers shift, suppressed cultural and ethnic rivalries .surface, and the economic · 
incentives of illegal drug trafficking continue. Focus on the internal development portion of 
IDAD enables the FID program to address other areas than just counterinsurgency. 

US military operations to support a FID program provide training, materiel, advice, or 
assistance to support local forces in executing an IDAD program rather than US forces 
conducting the IDAD mission for the HN. US FID efforts are always directed at supporting 
internal HN action programs aimed at bolstering IDAD. The fundamental principle of all 
FID efforts is that they foster internal solutions and assist IDAD programs for which the 
supported nation has ultimate responsibility and control. 

US military efforts designed to defend nations against external aggression are extended 
through mutual defense treaties. · 

The HN IDAD Program. The HN IDAD program is always the centerpiece of any FID 
program. The entire FID effort is tailored to the needs of the individual nation and to effectively 
interface with the HN IDAD organization. 

IDAD Principles. Although IDAD organizations will vary depending on the environment, 
resources available, and other factors, certain basic principles guide a successful IDAD 
program. These principles include unity of effort, maximum use of intelligence, minimum 
use of violence, and a responsive government. These may seem overly simplistic and obvious; 
however, if they are not applied properly, the result may be a disjointed effort that damages 
the legitimacy and stability of the HN government. 

HN Organization for IDAD. Just as the US organizes to support a FID program, so must 
. an HN organize to facilitate the extensive coordination required in a complex IDAD program. 
The concept generally requires an organization that is geographi~ally organized into national 
and regional levels, where each level has its own functional structure. This concept facilitates 
management at both the macro and micro levels of those areas critical to accomplishing 
balanced development with the concomitant security, neutralization, and mobilization 
functions. 

Strategy. The IDAD strategy is the full range of measures taken by a nation to promote its 
growth and to protect itself from subversion, lawlessness, and insurgency. The strategy 
focuses on building viable political, economic, military, and social institutions that respond 
to the needs of society. Its fundamental goal is to prevent an insurgency or other forms of 
lawlessness or subversion by forestalling and defeating the threat and by working to correct 
conditions that prompt violence. The government mobilizes the population to participate in 
IDAD efforts. Thus, IDAD is ideally a preemptive strategy; however, if an insurgency, illicit 
drug, terrorist, or other threat develops, IDAD becomes an active strategy to combat that 
threat. FID defense planners must understand the HN's IDAD strategy if they are to plan 
effectively to support it. 

Concept. The IDAD strategy should integrate military and civilian programs into a coherent, 
comprehensive effort. Military actions provide a level of internal security that permits and 
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supports growth through balanced development. This development re_quires change to meet 
the needs of vulnerable groups of people. This change may in turn promote unrest in the 
society. The concept, therefore, includes measures to maintairl conditions under which orderly 
development can take place. 

Often, a government must overcome the inertia and shortcomings of its own political 
system before it can cope with the internal threats it is facing. This may involve the adoption 
of reforms during a time of crisis when pressures limit flexibility and make implementation 
difficult. 

The successful IDAD strategist must realize that the true nature of the threat to the 
government lies in the enemy's political strength rather than military power. Although the 
government must contain the armed elements, concentration on the military aspect of the 
threat does not address the real danger. Any strategy that does not pay continuing, serious 
attention to the political claims and demands of the opposition is severely handicapped. Military 
and paramilitary programs are necessary for success but are not sufficient by themselves. 

Functions. The IDAD program blends four interdependent functions to prevent or counter 
internal threats. (See figure below.) These functions are: balanced development, security, 
neutralization, and mobilization. 

·Balanced Development. Balanced development attempts to achieve national goals through 
political, social, and economic programs. It allows all individuals and groups in the society 
to share in the rewards of development, thus alleviating frustration. Balanced development 
satisfies legitimate grievances that the opposition attempts to exploit. The government must 
recognize conditions that contribute to the internal threat and instability and take preventive 
measures. Correcting conditions that make a society vulnerable is the long-term solution to 
the problem. 

Security. Security includes all activities to protect the populace from the threat and to 
provide a safe environment for national development. Security of the populace and government 
resources is essential to countering the threat. Protection and control of the populace permit 
development and deny the enemy access to popular support. The security effort should 
establish an environment in which the local populace can provide for its own security with 
limited government support. 

Neutralization. Neutralization is a political concept that makes an organized force irrelevant 
to the political process; is the physical and psychological separation of the threatening elements 
from the population; includes allla wful activities (except those that degrade the government's 
legitimacy) to disrupt, preempt, disorganize, and defeat the insurgent organization; can involve 
public exposure and the discrediting of leaders during a low-level of unrest with little political 
violence; can involve arrest and prosecution when laws have been broken; or can involve 
combat action when the enemy's violent activities escalate. 

All neutralization efforts must respect the country's legal system. They must scrupulously 
observe constitutional provisions regarding rights and responsibilities. The need for security 
forces to act lawfully is essential not only for.humanitarian reasons but also because this 
reinforces government legitimacy· while denying the enemy an exploitable issue. Special 
emergency powers may exist by legislation or decree. Government agents must not abuse 

· these powers because they might well lose the popular support they need. Denying the 
enemy an opportunity to seize on and exploit legitimate issues against the government discredits 
their leaders and neutralizes their propaganda. 

Mobilization. Mobilization provides organized manpower and materiel resources and 
includes all activities to motivate and organize popular support of the government. This 
support is essential for a successful IDAD program. If successful, mobilization maximizes 
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INTERNAL DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT 
STRATEGY MODEL 

manpower and other resources available to the government while it minimizes those available 
to the insurgent. Mobilization allows the government to strengthen existing institutions, to 
develop new ones to respond to demands, and promotes the government's legitimacy. 

Principles. Although each situation is unique. certain principles guide efforts in the four 
functional areas. to prevent or defeat an internal threat. Planners must apply the IDAD 
strategy and these principles to each specific situation. The principles are unity of effort, 
maXimum use of intelligence, minimum use of violence, and a responsive government. 

Unity of Effort. Unity of effort is essential to prevent or defeat any credible threat~ Unity 
of effort means coordinated action and centralized control at all levels. 

Maximum Use of Intelligence. Maximum use of intelligence requires that all operations 
be based on accurate. timely. and confirmed intelligence derived from reliable sources. 
Successful implementation of operations necessitates an extensive operational security and 
counterintelligence program to protect US AD operations and to counter and penetrate 
opposing force intelligence collection operations. Intelligence and counterintelligence 
operations must be designed so as to assess accurately the opposing force's capabilities; to 

The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



INTERNAL DEFENSE AND DEVELOPMENT 

provide timely warning to HN and US FID forces; and to penetrate and be prepared to 
compromise hostile operations on order. If the HN is not capable of performing these missions 
effectively upon the commitment of US FID forces, then. US intelligence and 
counterintelligence elements must be deployed to accomplish these missions. In this event, 
the HN must develop its internal intelligence and security forces in order to perform these 
missions effectively. US elements may assist the HN in developing intelligence capability, 
within the confines of US Government directives, as deemed appropriate by the Country 
Team, US combatant commander, and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Minimum Use of Violence. A threatened government must carefully examine all courses 
of action in response to the internal violence. The government should stress the minimum 
use of violence to maintain order. At times, the best way to minimize violence is to use 
overwhelming force; at other times, it is necessary to proceed with caution, extending the 
duration but limiting the intensity or scope of violence. In either case, discreet use of force is 
the guideline. 

A Responsive Government. Positive measures are necessary to ensure a responsive 
government whose ability to mobilize manpower and resources as well as to motivate the 
people reflects its administrative and management capabilities. In many cases, the leadership 
must provide additional training, supervision, controls, and follow-up. 

Organizational Guidance. This section presents a model for an organization to coordinate, 
plan, and conduct IDAD activities. Actual organizations may vary from. country to country 
in order to adapt to existing conditions. Organizations' should follow the established political 
organization of the nation concerned. The organization.should provide centralized direction 
and permit decentralized execution of the plan. The organization should be structured and 
chartered so that it can coordinate and direct the IDAD efforts of existing government agencies; 
however, it should minimize interference with those agencies' normal functions. Examples 
of national and subnational organizations show how to achieve a coordinated and unified 
effort at each level. 

National-Level Organization. The national-level. organization plans and coordinates 
programs. Its major offices normally correspond to branches and agencies of the national 
government concerned with insurgency, illicit drug trafficking, and terrorist or other internal 
threats. 

Subnational-Level Organization. Area coordination centers (ACCs) may function as 
combined civil-military headquarters at subnational, state, and local levels. ACCs plan, 
coordinate, and exercise operational control over all military forces, and control civilian 
government organizations within their respective areas of jurisdiction. The ACC does not 
replace unit tactical operations centers or the normal government administrati veorganization 
in the area of operations. 

ACCs perform a twofold mission, they provide integrated planning, coordination. and 
direction for all internal defense efforts and they ensure an immediate, coordinated response 
to operational requirements. 

Civilian Advisory Committees. ·committees composed of influential citizens help· 
coordination centers at all levels monitor the success of their activities arid gain popular 
support. These committees evaluate actions affecting civilians and communicate with the 

. people. They provide feedback for future operational planning. Involving leading citizens in 
committees such as these increases their stake in, and commitment to, government programs 
and social mobilization objectives. · 
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Related Terms 
foreign internal defense 

JP 3-07 
JP 3-07.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
JTTP for Foreign Internal Defense (FID) 

INTERNATIONAL LAW 

International law, including the law of armed conflict, affords occupying powers certain 
rights and responsibilities. These include the authority to establish civil administrations and 
to control or conduct governmental matters both during and after hostilities. 

Related Terms 
law of armed conflict 

JP 3-57 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 

INTEROPERABILITY 

-. · .· · . . . . . · · · :·. ~ . ·-:: · · · ·:. · . : . : : .·:?:r:;:··<!~\::~~r~~:-~~~~:~-~:~:~~::~~tf.}~~~~N~i~rx~:~F~-~-,~~}~f~~~sit~;:~~~~~n~::m~!-:: 
1. • .The ability of systems, units or forces to: prqyiq~~s~rvi~~;·tc:).'·t~~~?ta¢c·apt,;I~ 

=~~:;~!~~;:~~::;J~;~~~;i{~~~~~~~~~~!t~!~lii~~~~' 
communications-electronics equipment when ·inforailatioh qr set\iice$ :.~n: beY:::; 
exchanged directly and satisfactorily between th,er!:(.·~6i1Jqr:.lh~.i~[::Y:~~~$;t~·T.6~:;;i;~ 
degree of interoperabilityshould be defined when ref~ifii:lg#i'sp~qifiq'~ses:\%Y:::: 

· · · · · · · · ... ?\·:>·!···:··::}~jt_;-~:;~l:t_;f::l:~J;:~-;~~~~tr:~~i~~,~i.~·2R~,1:;·,~ 
General. Unified action demands maximum interoperability. (See figure below.) The 

forces, units, and systems of all Services must operate together effectively. This effectiveness 
is achieved in part through interoperability, which includes collective effort to develop and 
use joint doctrine and joint tactics, techniques, and procedures; the development and use of 
joint plans; the conduct of joint training; and a materiel development and fielding process 
that provides materiel that is fully compatible with and complementary to systems of all 
Services. A key to successful interoperability is to ensure that planning processes are joint 
from their inception. Those responsible for systems and programs intended for joint use 
must establish working groups that fully represent the services and functions that will be 
affected and interoperability must be considered in all joint program reviews. Combatant 

· commanders will ensure maximum interoperabilityand identify interoperabilityissues to the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, who has overall responsibility for the joint interoperability 
program. 

Intelligenceinteroperability. 
C41 Interoperability. The Intelligence Directorate of a joint staff should ensure command 

elements' and supporting organizations' intelligence systems and communications are 
compatible for exchange of data, information, and intelligence products. If components' 
intelligence systems cannot receive or exchange intelligence data, the systems are not 
interoperable. Interoperability of systems also relates to intelligence data processing and 
related equipment. 
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. . . . ..... ··.:···.:·: 
.. ·. :·; :· 

Unified action demands·ni~im~m::, 
interoperability. The forces, ,units, . · 
and systems of all ServicesmljSt· 
operate together effectively.:. · ... · 

Effectiveness is achieved through · 
collective effort to develop and use 
joint doctrine, tactics, techniques, and 
procedures; the development and use 
of ioint plans; the conduct of joint 
traming; and a materiel deveropment 
and fielding process that provides 
materiel that is fully compatible with 
and complementary to systems of all 
Services. 

Intelligence Product lnteroperabili ty. Intelligence organizations producing joint intelligence 
should ensure that intelligence products are in a form, content, and language usable by all 
components of the joint force performing similar and related functions. 

Common Terminology and Symbols. Intelligence organizations should understand and 
use concepts, language, terminology, names, and symbols common to all joint force 
components. 

Standards. Factors that promote interoperabilitycan be expressed in standards. Standards 
are sets of guidelines and criteria for continuity and similarity of data, protocols, formats, 
terminology, equipment, and signals that promote the exchange, understanding, and application 
of intelligence requirements and intelligence products among intelligence organizations and 
joint force commanders. Standards for interoperability should be developed and incorporated 
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into intelligence systems, equipment, and procedures providing intelligence for joint operations. 
Standards need .to be enforced in peacetime to facilitate transition to operations other than 
war or war. 

Effective Training and Exercises. lntelligenceinteroperabilityproblems reduce the ability 
of a joint force to attain unity of effort. Thus, an important concept is to use realistic training, 
exercises, and rehearsals of operations to demonstrate, test, and evaluate the joint 
interoperabilityof intelligence syst~ms and intelligence products. 

Data Bases. Ability of all echelons of the joint force to access archives and common data 
bases is key to successful intelligence operations. 

Command, Control, Communications, and Computer ( C4) Systems Interoperability. · 
Joint and Service C4 systems must possess the interoperabilitynecessaryto ensure success in 
joint and combined operations. Interoperability is the condition achieved among C4 systems 
or items of C4 equipment when information or services can be exchanged directly and 
satisfactorily between them and their users. To ensure C4 systems' interoperability, all aspects 
of achieving it must be addressed throughout the life cycle of a system. · 

JP0-2 
JP2-0 

.JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

INTERTHEATER 

Between theaters or between the ·~ntinental US.ana'ffi~~f~~~;Ji~j'~i~.'·~\· '~;;;_j·~·.g·fu~~-;~,;· 
. . :~:~:~ ~: i::~~: :.~::::·::·>~:: ;: :~: ~~(~~~L: <~;~:: ~:~jtif~~·;.;;.~·~·~ ~)~~~~)~~~Jn~;~~:~f~~~:~: 

Intertheateror strategic airlift forces, under the combatant command (command authority) 
of Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command, primarily provide common-user airlift 
into, within, and out of theater bases from outside the theater. As a common-user force, 
strategic airlift is available to all authorized users including the Military Services, the combatant 
commands, other Department of Defense components, other US Government agencies, and, 
if requested by a US agency, foreign governments. 

intratheater 

JP 4-01.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Airlift Support to Joint Operations 

IN-TRANSIT VISIBILITY 

· · .. .:;, :c.:: :~t\>~~-:~~·:~·~f~~·t:~~s~nt?;~;tr:.;;?~?;xi~~-:r~r~~~;;r~~~~~~;::} 
The capability provided to a theater Combatant Comm~~(ter.~g':Ji~"~:¥i~~()i~iW9t?i}.~ 

~:~~~~onnel, and cargo while in transn ~rou~h ~j;~~[~~j~j}~:ar(l 

In-transit visibility is the continuous updating of unit identities, mode of transport, and 
location during movement. Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command and the 
supported combatant commander track units, personnel, equipment, and materiel during the 
strategic phases of a deployment. The supported combatant commander also performs this 
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function within theater. The systems that comprise this interface are Global Transportation 
Network and Joint Operation Planning and Execution Systems. This will normally require 
detailed coordination and support from US Transportation Command for the strategic phases 
of deployment. This interface allows the geographic combatant commander to monitor and 
change deployment priorities. (See figure below.) 

?"" . .-- -'" ·-·· "•..,. .. ', 
( Umt Identities i 
~ ............ ),. •>.- - .. ~ -.,. • ..,-:A,.. I / ·M;~~~; , 

\ Transport 1 

~~----~,·/ 

Related Terms 
movement control 

JP4-01.3 
Source Joint Publications 

JTfP for Movement Control 

INTRA THEATER 

Within a theater. 

Intratheater Support. Specific guidance should be provided for employment of all 
available logistic infrastructure. including allied civilian and military support: In addition, 
the geographic combatant commander can assign logistic responsibility for the theater to the 
predominant user of a particular category of support (i.e., intratheater transportation is 
frequently an Army component responsibility). 
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intertheater 

JP4-0 

-A robust intratheater ground transportation system increases 
forward unit flexibility. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

ISOLATING THE ENEMY 

With National Command Authorities (NCA) guidance and approval and with national 
support, joint force commanqers (JFCs) strive to isolate enemies by denying them allies and 
sanctuary. The intent is to strip away as much enemy support or freedom of action as possible, 
while limiting the enemy's potential for horizontal or vertical escalation. JFCs may also be · 
tasked to support diplomatic, economic, and informational actions as directed by the NCA. 

The JFC seeks to isolate the main enemy force from its strategic leadership and its supporting 
infrastructure. This isolation is accomplished by psychological operations and by interdicting 
critical command and control nodes, sources of sustaining resources, and transportation 
networks. This step serves 'to deny the enemy both physical and psychological support and 
may separate the enemy leadership and military from their public support. 

JP3-0 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



J 

JOINT 

''!,:;~i~;~~~~i:~;i~~~~ti~~i{ti!f''~~~~~~~1~1~~~\j 
The nature of modem warfare demands that we fight as a team. This does not mean that all 

forces will be equally represented in each operation. Joint force commanders (JFCs) choose 
the capabilities they need from the air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces at their · 
disposal. The resulting team provides joint force commanders the ability to apply 
overwhelming force from different dimensions and directions to shock, disrupt, and defeat 
opponents. Effectively integrated joint forces expose no weak points or seams to enemy 
action, while they rapidly and efficiently find and attack enemy weak points. Joint wanare is 
team warfare. 

The joint team of the Armed Forces of the United States comprises the members of each 
Service, active and re~erve, arid our supporting civilians. Although the Services organize, 
train, equip, and sustain forces, these forces are employed under JFCs. To help achieve our 
fullest combat potential, all American military leaders must integrate JFCs concepts and 
values into the operations of the Armed Forces of the United States. Service skills form the 
very core of our combat capahili ty. Joint warfare does not lessen Service traditions, cohesion, 
or expertise. Successful joint operations are imPQssible without the capabilities developed 
and embodied in each Service; Service "cultures," heroes, and professional standards are 
indispensable. 

We must expand our tradition of joint victories, building on our extensive history of joint 
and multinational operations from as long ago as the Revolutionary War. Over time, the 
American experience in war increasingly demanded joint action. Today, we are making joint 
action practiced and routine. Whether we have years to plan and rehearse, as in the case of · 
the Normandy invasion, months as in Operation DESERT STORM, or only a few days as in 
Operation URGENT FURY, the Armed Forces of the Urn ted States must always be ready to 
operate in smoothly functioningjoint teams. 

Related Terms 
joint force, joint force commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1 Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

JOINT AIRBORNE ADVANCE PARTY 

Joint Airborne Advance Party (JAAP) support for airlift operations consists of a US Air 
Force Combat Control Team (CCT) and a US Army Long-Range Surveillance Team (LRST) 
or the US Marine Corps equivalent. It provides precise terminal instructions and navigational 
aids to airlift forces so that they land on the assigned airfield or landing zone. The JAAP 
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provides terminal guidance, air traffic control, ground control measures, intelligence collection, 
and surface weather observations in the objective area. (See figure below.) 

The joint force commander (JFC) normally ensures specific mission tasks are developed 
for the JAAP during the planning phase of an airborne operation. Prior to employment, the 
JFC or designated representative ensures the JAAP has adequate time for isolation, joint 
planning, logistic planning, and mission preparation. During combat, security considerations 

. may prohibit use of a JAAP in advance of the parachute assault by the main force. The 
decision to use the JAAP rests with the JFC. 

When a JAAP is employed in advance of airborne forces, command and control is 
determined jointly and published in the operation order. Generally, the seniorinemberofthe 
LRST should be responsible for movement and disposition of the teams during infiltration 
and ground movement. Decisions regarding airfield, landing zone; drop zone, or extraction 
zone establishment and control are the responsibility of the senior CCT member. The ground 
force commander determines when initial security missions are completed and directs that 
follow-on units establish and maintain contact with the CCT. Decisions are passed to the 
CCT as well as the identity and location of units assuming security responsibilities. The 
JAAP may be inserted into an objective area by the following: 

• Airdrop or airlanding in advance of the airborne forces. If airdropped, insertions are 
usually made by either high-altitude low-opening or high-altitude high-opening 
techniques. 

• Airdrop or airlanding in the lead serial of an airborne assault. 
• Infiltration by land or sea. 
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These employment methods provide the JFC options to support operations ranging from 
overt conventional to clandestine unconventional warfare and special op~rations. 

Elements of the J AAP may operate either independently in the objective area or collectively . 
from the same patrol base. They remain in contact with the JFC and airborne mission· 
commander, share joint communications-electronics operating instructions, and conduct a 
linkup immediately prior to the airborne assault for intelligence or information transfer . 

theater airlift 

JP 3-17 

. Related Terms 

. Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 

JOINT AIR OPERATIONS 

.••. i~;~:~:~~~~;!J~~~t;::~~~~~~\1ifllf,il1l~ 
General. Joint air operations are those air operations performed with air capabilities/ 

forces made available by components in support of the joint force commander's (JFC's) 
operation or campaign objectives, or in support of other components of the joint force. Joint 
air operations do not include those air operations that a component conducts in direct support 
of itself. 

Assigned, attached, and supporting forces may provide direct support to certain components 
while also providing the JFC an operational level force capability that can be employed 
separately as part of a broader operation. The JFC integrates the actions of assigned, attached, 
and supporting forces into unified area of responsibility (AOR)/jointoperations area (JOA)­
wide joint air operations. 

In order to create synergism and avoid duplication of effort, the JFC synchronizes the 
actions of assigned, attached, and supporting capabilities/forcesin time, space, and purpose. 
The JFC must exploit the unique characteristicsof all capabilities/forces to achieve assigned 
objectives as rapidly and as effectively as possible. 

The JFC will normally designate a joint force air component commander (JFACC) to 
exploit the capabilities of joint air operations. The JFACC directs this exploitation through a 
cohesive joint air operations plan (centralized planning) and a responsive and integrated 
control system (decentralized execution). · 

In cases where a JFACC is not designated, the JFC may plan, direct, and control joint air 
operations. If this option is exercised by the JFC, the JFC's staff will assist to provide direction 
and coordination of the capabilities/forcesassigned to the joint force. 

Tasking. The air capabilities/forcesmade available for JFACC or JFC (under the JFC staff 
option) planning and tasking are determined by the JFC, in consultation with component 
commanders, and based on the assigned objectives and the concept of operations. Component 
commanders make capabilities/forces available to the JFC for tasking to support the joint 

359 



JOINT AIR OPERATIONS 

force as a whole based on assigned component missions and JFC guidance. These capabilities/ 
forces are tasked directly by the JFC or by the JFACC based on the JFC's air apportionment 
decision. Only the JFC has the authority to reassign, redirect, or reallocate a component's 
direct support air capabilities/forces. When a component does .not have the organic air 
capabilities/forces to support their assigned mission, the JFACC or JFC will task available 
joint air capabilities/forces( through the joint air tasking order (ATO)) based on the JFC's air 
apportionment decision. An understanding of what defmes component direct support air 
capabilities/forces and joint air capabilities/forces is necessary. Component direct support 
air capabilities/forcesare those air capabilities/forcesorganic to a component that are used by 
the component to accomplish its assigned mission. When appropriate, they appear on the · 
joint ATO for coordination and deconfliction purposes. Component capabilities/forces not 
available for joint air tasking must still comply with the airspace control order and special 
instructions. 

Planning. Planning for joint air operations begins with understanding the joint force 
mission. The JFC's strategic appreciation of the political, economic, military, and social 
forces affecting the AORJJOA and articulation of the strategic and operational objectives 
needed to accomplish the mission form the basis for determining components' objectives. 
The JFACC/JFC staff uses the mission, the JFC strategic appreciation and objectives, and the 
components' objectives to devise an air estimate of the situation. This estimate follows a 
systematic series of steps to formulate a course of action. When the JFACC's course of action 
is approved by the JFC, it becomes the basic concept of the joint air operations- stating 
"what" will be done. The "how" part is stated in the joint air operations plan and supporting 
plans. The JFACC's daily guidance ensures that joint air operations effectively support the. · 

A V-8 Aircraft 

joint force objectives while retaining enough flexibility to adjust to the dynamics of the range 
of military operations. The figure below describes the concept of how joint air operations are 
developed. 

Joint air operations constitute an integral part of the JFC's operation or campaign plan. 
The JFACC is normally assigned responsibility for joint air operations planning and develops 
a joint air operations plan for employing that portion of the air effort made available to the 
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JFACC to accomplish the objectives assigned by the JFC. The joint air operation plan 
documents the JFACC's plan for integrating and coordinatingjoint air operations. The joint 
air operation plan encompasses operations of capabilities/forces from joint force components. 
The staff assigned to develop the plan should include representation from all components 
providing capabilities/forces. . 

A carefully selected staff of plariners and weapon systems experts from each component 
enables consideration and understanding of all component capabilities/forces. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

JOINT AIR OPERATIONS CENTER 

·. · . . · · ·: · >::·.-:;_.::.::::~: ·::· :::;::-~F\Y~~~7:<::~~:~:::~::~~~:t:~~~j~r~~/~~~~?~~:-Ft-~Y~F.:~::~-;~~~;~;:~:~_::: 
A jointly staffed facility established for planning,. direCtitlg:·.a~~f~#e~'4t!vg]piQ!t~ff.~~;~i; 
operations in support of the joint force commander'sop~r:atian~pf[:·"''')t]~a~gh'::n: 

objectives. Also called JAOC. ; :· -. ,:::. y:{'~,J~.:i[~~:J~;;.};·: ~y::-f~~;·~~.~~~~ ;~/~::~~~~~?(:~ 
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General. The first figure below represents a notional joint force air component commander. 
(JFACC) organization. The JFACC's operations.center will often be designated a joint air 
operations center (JAOC). 

The JFACC's JAOC is structured to operate as a fully integrated facility and staffed to 
fulfill all of the JFACC's responsibilities. JFACC organizations may differ based on the 
specific area of responsibility/jointoperations area requirements and operations. However, 
the two organizations or functions that should be common to all JAOCs are Combat Plans 
and Combat Operations. Planning "future joint air operations" is the resr}onsibility of Combat 
Plans, which includes the responsibilityof drafting the joint air operations plan to support the 
JFC's campaign orobjectivesand building the daily jointairtaskingorder(A1D). Execution 
of the daily joint A1D is carried out by Combat Operations. This organization closely follows 
the action of current joint air operations, shifting missions from their scheduled times or 
targets and making other adjustments as the situation requires. 

Each of these JAOC organizations rely on expertise from other component liaisons (e.g., 
battlefield coordination element (BCE), naval and amphibious liaison element (NALE), Air 
Force liaison eler:nent (AFLE), special operations liaison element (SOLE), air mobility element 
(AME), strategic liaison team (STRATLAT), space liaison officer (SLO), Marine liaison 
officer) to coordinate requests or requirements and maintain an "up-to-date" picture of the 
other component operations. (See second figure below.) 

Finally, the role of "intelligence" is extremely important and is an integral part of the daily 
function of Combat Plans and Combat Operations. Intelligence personnel monitor an~ assess 
adversary capabilities and intentions and provide assistance in target, weapon, and platform 
selection, conduct battle damage assessment, as well as, provide an up-to-date picture of the 
adversary, expected adversary operations, and the status and priority of assigned targets to 
assist in execution day changes. 

Liaisons. Effective liaison between forces is essential for coordinated joint air operations. 
The joint force commander (JFC) and component commanders will exchange liaison elements 
to assist and coordinate planning and execution of joint air operations. Liaison elements 
provide senior level interface for air, land, sea, space, and special operation forces. These · 
elements consist of experienced warfare specialists who provide component planning and 
tasking expertise, coordination capabilities, and the ability to deconflict component operations 
and joint air operations. A brief summary follows of typical liaison elements. 

Battlefield Coordination Element. The Army component commander establishes a BCE 
to act as the interface between the component commander and the JFACC or the Air Force 
component commander. The BCE is collocated with the JAOC or the Air Force component 
air operations center. The BCE processes land force requests for air support, monjtors and 
interprets the land battle situation for the JAOC, and provides the necessary interface for the 
exchange of current operational and intelligence data. The BCE expedites the exchange of 
information through face-to-face coordination with elements of the JAOC and coordinates 
air defense and airspace control matters. The BCE is organized into sections which are 
incorporated throughout the JAOC (e.g., plans. intelligence, operations, fusion, air defense 
artillery and Army airspace command and control, and airlift). 

Special Operations Liaison Element. The joint force special operation component 
commander (JFSOCC) provides a SOLE to the JFACC/JFC staff or appropriate Service 
component air command and control facility to coordinate and synchronize special operations 
forces (SOF) air and surface operations with joint air operations. A major SOLE responsibility 
is shared asset coordination/deconfliction. The SOLE must consider airborne fire support 
and reconnaissance, command and control platforms, aerial refueling, as well as deconfliction · 
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of deep operations. The SOLE chief works directly for the JFSOCC and places liaison 
officers throughout the JAOC staff. Under the direction of the SOLE chief, these liaison 
officers provide SOF air and ground operations expertise throughout the JAOC. Because the 
JFSOCC and the JFACC share a common environment, the deep battlefield, SOF aviation 
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Battlefield Coordination· Elemjr1f.!·:.~·. 
Special Operations Liaison Eieme~t- . · ··. 

Space Liaison Officer. :';,C;·::; · ,. ,, · · · 

Naval and Amphibious Llalson'EI~ment. • 

Marine Liaison Offl.cer. 

Air Mobility Element .. 

Strategic Liaison Team -" · .. · 

·Air Force Liaison 
Element 

and surface assets must be integrated into joint air operations planning and execution to 
provide for synergy, integration, coordination, and deconfliction. 

The JFSOCC's Air Forc;e component is known as the Air Force Special Operations 
Component. When there are joint special operations aviation assets in theater (which may 
include Army and Navy special operations aviation assets), the JFSOCC normally designates 
a joint special operations air component commander (JSOACC). The JSOACC normally 
will be the commander with the preponderance of assets and/or greatest ability to plan, 
coordinate, allocate, task, control, and support the assigned joint special operations aviation 
assets. Special operations air assets are organic to the JFSOCC. Their tasking is derived 
from the JFSOCC and will be coordinated with the JFACC/JFC staff and entered into the 
ATO. 

In addition to specific JFSOCC objectives supporting the JFC's intent, SOP can act as a 
significant joint force multiplier by contributing to joint air operations. The senior SOF 
liaison may seek JFSOCC guidance and approval to contribute to joint air operations in four 
broad areas. First, SOP can. act as an economy of force measure, striking targets which allow 
joint air to strike higher priority targets. Second, SOF may be able to conduct surgical 
operations beyond the capabilities of joint air capabilities/forces(e.g., against weapons of 
mass destruction production or storage facilities inaccessible to joint air capabilities/forces 
due to environmental or dispersal concerns). Third, because of unique training and multiple 
air/ground combat power delivery capabilities, SOF may combine with joint air. operations 
in a synergistic attack (e.g., terminal guidance operations). Finally, SOF may enhance joint 
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air operations with still other unique personnel and platform capabilities,such as providing a 
tailored joint special operations task force, under the tactical control of the JFACC, to assist 
in locating deep targets. 

Space Liaison Officer. US Space Command (USSPACECOM) component personnel deploy 
to assist the JFACC/JFC staff in requesting and using support from space assets. The senior 

· SLO also serves as the Senior Space Liaison to the JAOC, providing direct coordination 
between the JAOC and USSPACECOMTheater Support Team. Personnel deployed may be 
from Air Force Forward.Space Support to Theater Teams and/or the Naval Space Support 
Teain. 

Naval and Amphibious Liaison Element. The NALE is responsive to the J AOC on matters 
pertaining to Navy and Marine amphibious operations. The NALE processes Navy force 
and Marine landing force requests for air support and monitors and interprets the maritime 
battle situation for the JAOC. The NALE provides the necessary interface for the exchange 
of current operational and intelligence data between components and the JAOC. The NALE 
also coordinates maritime requirements for ~r defense, long-range interdiction, and long­
range requirements and monitors Navy and Marine airspace and air traffic control ~:equirements 
and changes. The NALE provides feedback to the JAOC and components on current and 
future joint air operations concerning integration of force requirements. 

Air Mobility Element. The AME is responsible for the detailed planning and coordinating 
for all strategic airlift operations in theater. The AME is part of the theater airlift system and 
should be collocated within the JAOC. Should it become necessary to temporarily assign 
strategic airlift assets to fulfill the theater airlift mission requirements, then the AME will be 
the focal poirit and tasking authority for these missions. JFCs should rely on their JF ACC to 
plan and control theater airlift operations. If a JFACC is not designated, the Air Force· 
Component Commander should plan and control theater airlift. Normally, the planning and 
control for theater airlift operations will be conducted by specialized airlift sections embedded 
within functional staff sections of the JAOC. 

Strategic Liaison Team. The STRATLAT provides a small number of advisors for the JFC 
and the JFACC skilled in nuclear planning and coordination. The STRA1LAT will be provided 
by United States Strategic Command (USSTRATCOM)upon JFC request and will report to 
and be collocated with the JFC and/or the appropriate component commander(s). When 
provided, this team will be subordinate to the JFC. The JFC should rely on this team to assist 
in the preparation of nuclear request and execution messages and for the unique targeting and 
effects information for nuclear weapons. The STRATLAT will coordinate with the mission 
planning facilities of USSTRATCOM to optimize the utilization of nuclear weapons, if 
authorized by the National Command Authorities for use. 

Air Force Liaison Element. The AFLE provides. an interface between the Commander, 
Air Force Forces and the JFACC for coordinating and synchronizing Air Force units in 
support of joint air operations. N onnally, the AFLE is composed of personnel and equipment 
for a General Purpose Numbered Air Force's staff and component organizations. AFLE 
manning is based on a cadre concept with personnel selected for their battle management 
expertise and a knowledge of command and control concepts and procedures. Additional 
personnel augment the cadre who are specialists knowledgeable in the capabilities and tactics 
of the aircraft, intelligence, or weapons systems being employed. The AFLE can be tailored 
to perform a variety of missions and management functions to match the contingency or 
operation. 
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Related Terms 
air operations center; joint air operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-56.1 Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

JOINT AIR TASKING CYCLE 

A joint air tasking cycle is used to providefor the' efficient and effective employment of the 
joint air capabilities/forces made available. The cycle (see figure below) provides a repetitive 
process for the planning, coordination, allocation, and tasking of joint air missions/sorties,· 
within the guidance of the joint force commander (JFC). The cycle accommodates changing 
tactical situations or JFC guidance, as well as requests for support from other component 
commanders. The joint air tasking cycle is an analytical, systematic approach that focuses 
targeting efforts on supporting operational requirements. Much of the day-to-day joint air 
tasking cyCle is conducted through an interrelated series of information exchanges (through 
designated component liaison officers and/or messages), which provide a means of requesting 
and schedulingjoint air missions. Note: A timely joint air tasking order (ATO) is critical­
other joint force components conduct their planning and operations based on a prompt, 
executable joint ATO, and are dependent on its information. 

There are usually three joint ATOs at any time: ( 1) the joint ATO in execution (today 's 
plan), (2) the joint ATO in production (tomorrow's plan), and (3) the joint ATO in planning 
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(the following day's plan). The joint air tasking cycle begins with the JFC 's air apportionment 
process and culminates with the combat assessment of previous missions/sorties. The figure 
below is a notional joint air tasking timeline, which may be modified to fit the particular 
situation. 

The full joint ATO cycle from JFC guidance to the start of joint ATO execution is 
dependent on the JFC's procedures. Notionally, this spans a 30-72 hour period. Each actual 
joint ATO period usually covers a 24-hour period (0600-0600 for illustrative purposes in this 
document). The precise timeframes for the joint air tasking cycle must be specified in the 
JFC's operation plans or the joint force air component commander's (JFACC's) joint air 
operations plan. 

The execution phase of_the joint air tasking cycle will notionally consist of 24-holl.r periods 
with start and end times as specified by joint air operations plans. The joint ATO embodies 
JFC objectives and intent in a joint air tasking directive. The joint ATO matches specific 
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targets compiled by the JFACC/JFC staff with the capabilities/forces made available to the 
JFACC for the given joint ATO day. 

Related Terms 
air tasking order; combat assessment 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-56.1 Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

JOINT BASE 

Classificatio~_JofBases. The commander of a combatant command will determine (unless 
determined by higher authority) and announce the classification of bases in his area in 
accordance with policies established by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. A base 
may be a single-Service base or a joint base. A joint base may be either one in which one 
Service has primary interest or one in which two or more Services have coequal interest. 

The establishment of a joint base on a shoreline in the joint rear area present~ special 
advantages and challenges to those responsible for the functions inherent in the base's mission 
and for its defense. The advantages include the availability of the assets of more than one 
Service component for use by commanders in fulfilling their responsibilities. The special 
challenges may include the fact that facilities like ports and harbors are usually located in 
heavily populated areas. Command arrangements may be complicated by diverse purposes 
when multiple Service components use the same facilities. For example, the following 
installations may be in close geographical proximity: a common-user water terminal; support 
base for a Marine air-ground task force; naval base supporting and sustaining fleet operations · 
and/or naval coastal warfare operations, naval advanced logistic support site, and naval forward 
logistic site; and Air Force base operating an aerial port of debarkation. 

base defense 

JP 3-10 
JP3-10.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Operations 
JTTP for Base Defense 

JOINT BLOOD PROGRAM OFFICE 

Each theater has a standard jointly operated blood distribution system. A joint blood 
program office (ffiPO) is established within the joint force surgeon's office and functions as 
part of the staff. The ffiPO is the single manager for blood products in the combatant command 
and is responsible for management and coordination of the total joint blood products 
requirements and capabilities in the theater. Each theater is subdivided and coordinated by 
an Area Joint Blood Program Office (AffiPO). Responsibilities of the ffiPO and AffiPOs 
are numerous as follows: 

• They will monitor compliance with Department of Defense blood program policies. 
• They must coordinate component blood programs. 
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• They plan and execute blood program exercises. 
• The JBPO manages the wartime theater blood distribution system. 
• Blood transshipment centers (BTCs), operated by the Air Force, are established in each 

theater and are located at major airheads. The BTCs serve as the central receiving point 
of blood products from the continental US for distribution within the theater. 

• Each medical treatment facility (MTF) is responsible for locating and notifying its 
respective AJBPO for coordination of blood requirements and submission of blood reports 
and requests. MTFs will be notified by the AJBPO which blood supply unit is their 
supplier of blood and blood products. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 
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The term "Joint Chiefs of Staff' refers collectively to: 
• the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
• the Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff; 
• the Chief of Staff, US Army; 
• the Chief of Naval Operations; 
• the Chief of Staff, US Air Force; 
• The Commandant of the Marine Corps . 

. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the principal military adviser to the President, 
the National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense. 

The other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff are military advisers to the President, the 
National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense. 

When the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff provides advice to the President, the National 
Security Council, or the Secretary of Defense, any member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may 
submit advice or an opinion in disagreement with that of the Ch~rman or in addition to the 

. advice provided by the Chairman. If a member submits such advice or opinion, the Chairman 
will present that advice or opinion at the same time that the Chairman's advice is presented. 
The Chairman will also, as considered appropriate, inform the President, the National Security 
Council, or the Secretary of Defense of the range of military advice and opinion with respect 
to any matter. 
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The members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, individually or collectively, in their capacity as 
military advisers, will provide advice to the President, the National Security Council, or the 
Secretary of Defense on a particular matter when the President, the National Security Council, 
or the Secretary of Defense requests such advice, or when the Chairman or a member of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff recognizes a matter of national security that merits being addressed. The 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, assisted by the Joint Staff, constitute the immediate military staff of the 

.. Secretary of Defense. 
Each Chief of Service has. an Operations Deputy and a Deputy Operations Deputy. The 

Director, Joint Staff, presides over meetings of the Operations Deputies, and the Vice Director, 
Joint Staff, presides over meetings of the Deputy Operations Deputies. The Director and the 
Operation·sDeputies, or the Vice Director and the Deputy Operations Deputies, collectively 
recommend actions to the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

To the extent it does not impair their independence in the performance of duties as a member 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, each member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, except the Chairman, 
will inform their respective Secretary regarding military advice rendered by members of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff on matters affecting their Military Department. 

The duties of the Chiefs of the Services as members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff take 
precedence over all their other duties. After first informing the Secretary of Defense, a 
member of the Joint Chiefs· of Staff may make such recommendations to Congress relating to 
the Department of Defense as the member may consider appropriate. 

When there is a vacancy in the office of the Chairman, or in the absence or disability of the 
Chairman, the Vice Chairman acts as, and performs the duties of, the Chairman until a successor 
is appointed or the absenceordisabilityceases. When there is a vacancy in the offices of both 
Chairman and Vice Chairman, in the absence or disability of both the Chairman and the Vice 
Chairman, or when there is a vacancy in one such office and in the absence or disability of the 
officer holding the other, the President will designate another member of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff to act as, and perform the duties of, the Chairman until a successor to the Chairman or 
Vice Chairman is appointed or the absence or disability of the Chairman or Vice Chairman 
ceases. 
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JOINT CIVIL-MILITARY ENGINEERING BOARD 

I 

The Joint Civil-Military Engineering Board (JCMEB) is a temporary board activated by 
the commander of a combatant command (CINC) and staffed by personnel from the component 
commands and Department of Defense agencies or activities in support of the CINCs. The 
JC:MEB: 

• establishes policies, procedures, priorities, and overall direction for civil-military 
construction and engineering requirements in the theater; 

• arbitrates all issues referred by the Joint Facilities Utilization Board and, if directed, 
assumes responsibility for the preparation of th~ Civil Engineering Support Plan; · 

• coordinates its activities with the regional or theater construction managers having 
responsibility for the assigned area of responsibility. Construction and engineering 
requirements the JCMEB cannot satisfy from within the joint force resources will be 
elevated to the next appropriate level for support. 

Related Terms 
joint facilities utilization board 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-04 Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 
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JOINT CIVIL-MILITARY OPERATIONS TASK FORCE 

A Joint Civil-Military ope·rations Task Force (JCMOTF) is normally a US joint force 
organization, similar in organization to a joint special operations task force or joint task force, 
flexible in size and composition depending on mission circumstances. (See figure below.) It 
may be developed to meet a specific .ciyil-military operation (CMO) contingency mission, 
supporting humanitarian or nation assistance operations, a theater campaign of limited duration, 
or a longer duration CMO concurrent with or subsequent to regional or general conflict, 
depending on National Command Authorities (NCA) or theater guidance. In rarer instances,· 
a JCMOTF could be formed as a standing organization, depending on NCA or theater guidance 
and resource availability. A JCMOTF may be formed in theater, in the continental US, or in 
both locations, depending on scope, duration, or sensitivity of the CMO requirement and 
associated policy considerations. Joint commanders may organize JCMOTFs to perform 
some or all of the following CMO-relevant functions: 

• Provide command and control or direction of military host-nation advisory, assessment, 
planning, and other assistance activities by joint US forces. 

• Help establish US or multinational and military-to-civillinks for greater understanding 
and efficiency of cooperative assistance arrangements. 

• Perform essential coordination or liaison with host-nation agencies, Country Team, United 
Nation agencies, other US government (USG) agencies, and deployed US, multinational, 
and host-nation military forces and supporting logistics organizations. 

• Assist in the planning and conduct of civil information programs to publicize positive 
results and objectives of military assistance projects, to build civil acceptance and support 
of US operations, and to promote indigenous capabilities contributing to recovery and 
economic-social development. 

• Plan and conduct joint and multinational CMO training exercises. 
• Allocate resources and sustain and coordinate combat support or combat service support 

elements, including necessary medical, transportation, military p<>lice, engineer, and 
associated maintenance and communications capabilities. 

• Advise and assist in strengthening or stabilizing civil infrastructures and services and 
otherwise facilitate transition to peacekeeping or consolidation operations and associated 
hand-off to other USG agency. international organization, or host-nation responsibility. 

• Assess or identify host-nation civil support, relief, or funding requirements to the 
commander of combatant command (CINC) or joint force commander (JFC) for 
transmission to supporting CINCs, Military Services, or other responsible USG agencies. 

• Advise the CINC or JFC on policy; funding; multinational, foreign, or host-nation 
sensitivities; and their effect on theater strategy and/or campaign and operational missions. 
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JOINT COMMUNICATIONS SUPPORT ELEMENT 

The Joint Communications Support Element (JCSE) is a unique communications 
organization under the operational control of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
Headquartered at MacDill Air Force Base, the JCSE consists of an active duty element of 
about 500 personnel and two Air National Guard Joint Communications Support Squadrons. 
JCSE's primary mission is to pr~:>Vide tactical communications support for two simultaneously 
deployed joint task forces and two joint special operations task forces. The JCSE possesses 
a wide range of tactical communications capabilities tailored to meet~ variety of contingency 
missions. The unit is staffed with personnel from all the Services and is equipped with a wide 
array of tactical and commercial communications equipment. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
poctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

JOINT DEPLOYABLE INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT SYSTEM 

.••. ~:£~~~":==~o~o:~~~:~~~~\lJ~!~:~f7E~j~frfJ' 
As shown in the figure below. the joint deployable intelligence support system (JDISS) 

provides the standard workstation server software configuration. 

JDISS is the Department of Defense Intelligence Information System reference model. 
The basic backbone for the dissemination of intelligence to and from deployed JDISS nodes 
is via the Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communication System (JWICS) network, depicted 
in the figure below. Where JWICS is not required or not available, JDISS has a versatile 
communications capability that can be connected to whatever circuit is available. The 
architecture optimizes flexibility to focus intelligence efforts efficiently and assure that support 
is maximized for a theater engaged in military operations. 
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All-source intelligence dissemination in support of joint operations at the national, theater, 
and subordinate joint force levels will be via JWICS and JDISS. These systems support the 
production, dissemination, and display of fused intelligence critical to theater battle 
management. The architecture provides access to data from national, theater and tactical 
intelligence organizations and sources primarily from a "push-pull" system. A "pull" concept · 
will result in joint force commanders (JFCs) receiving only high-quality, relevant intelligence 
based on their mission and phase of the operation. The "pull" capability is ·designed to 
prevent communications circuit saturation. In addition, time-sensitive intelligence will be 
"pushed" to JFCs and components via dedicated broadcasts in response to preplanned essential 
elements of information. Automated data processing interoperability with force level systems 
will be accomplished by JDISS integration. Through JWICS connectivity, intelligence 
production at the national level can be shared in near real time with the JFC. Automated 
processing and seamless connectivity at all levels allow intelligence analysts at all levels 
access to imagery and multiple data bases while concurrently producing intelligence products 
in response to specific mission requirements; This up, down, and across echelon interface 
among strategic, operational, and tactical intelligenceorganizationsis the backbone for joint 
intelligence dissemination. 

Related Terms 
Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communication System 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

JOINT DOCTRINE 
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General. Military leaders understand the nature and utility of doctrine. Military doctrine 

presents fundamental principles that guide the employment of forces. It provides the distilled 
insights and wisdom gained from our collective experience with warfare. However, doctrine 
cannot replace clear thinking or alter a commander's obligation to determine the proper 
course of action under the circumstances prevailing at the time of decision. 

Though neither policy nor strategy, joint doctrine deals with the fundamental issue of how 
best to employ the national military power to achieve strategic ends. As such, it represents 
authoritative guidance for the joint employment of the armed forces. A large body of joint 
doctrine (and its supporting tactics, techniques, and procedures) has been and is being developed 
by the Armed Forces of the United States through the combined effort of the Joint Staff, 
Services, and combatant commands. Because we operate and fight jointly, we must all learn 
and practice joint doctrine, tactics, techniques, and procedures; feed back to the doctrine 
process the lessons learned in training, exercises, and operations; and ensure Service doctrine 
and procedures are consistent. This is critical for our present and future effectiveness. Joint 
doctrine offers a common perspective from which to plan and operate, and fundamentally 
shapes the way we think about and train for war. 

Joint Doctrine and Joint Thctics, Techniques, and Procedures (JTTP) Overview. The 
purpose of joint doctrine and JTIP is to enhance the.combat effectiveness of US forces. Joint 
doctrine and JTIP will not contain policy. Policy will be established in other Chairman of 
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the Joint Chiefs of Staff documents and can only be referenced in joint publications. Only 
publications approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will be referred to as 
"joint publications." Publications involving two or more Services that have not been reviewed 
and approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will be referred to as "multi­
Service" and will identify the participating Services (e.g., Army and Air Force doctrine or 
Army, Navy, and Air Force procedures). 

Joint doctrine (or JITP) applies to the commanders of combatant commands, subunified 
commands, joint task forces, and subordinate components of these commands. These principl~ 
and guidance also may apply when significant forces of one Service are attached to forces of 
another Service or when significant forces of one Service support forces of another Service. 
Joint doctrine is used to guide the joint employment of joint forces, provide the national 
position for multinational doctrine consistent with existing security procedures, provide a 
basis for joint training, provide instructional material for the military education system, and 
inform US Government agencies concerning the employment of US joint forces. 

Joint doctrine is written for those who provide strategic direction to joint forces (Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, commanders of combatant commands), employ joint forces 
(combatant commanders, commanders of subunified commands, or commanders of joint 
task forces (JTFs)), and support or are supported by joint forces (combatant commands, 
subunified commands, JTFs, component commands, Services, and supporting agencies). 

Joint doctrine can be developed by the Chiefs of the Services, combatant commanders, and 
Directors, Joint Staff directorates. It will be written to reflect extant capabilities. Joint tactics, 
techniques, and procedures are written for those who implement joint doctrine such as 
commanders of joint forces, commanders of subordinate commands, and commanders at 
echelons where joint forces interact. 

In developingjoint doctrine and ITTP, extant Service and multinational doctrine and tactics, 
techniques, and procedures will be considered. Once approved, joint doctrine provides the 
national position for combined doctrine development consistent with existing security 
procedures. Service doctrine must be consistent with approved joint doctrine. 

Related Terms 
doctrine; joint publication;joint tactics, techniques, and procedures 

Source Joint Publications 
JP1 Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
JP 1-01 Joint Publication System, Joint Doctrine and ITTP Development Program 

JOINT ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

Joint engagement zone (JEZ) operations involve multiple air defense weapon systems of . 
one or more Service components, simultaneously and in concert, engaging enemy airpower 
in the same airspace. However, successful JEZ operations depend on correctly identifying 
friendly, neutral, and enemy aircraft. Positive control may ensure that real time engagement 
taskings are based on comprehensive situational awareness. Under procedural control, all air 
defense systems must be capable of accurately discerning between enemy, neutral, and friendly 
air vehicles in a highly complex environment before full joint engagement operations could 
occur. If these conditions cannot be met, separate zones for missile and fighter engagement 
should be established. JEZ, without effective command and control, is extremely difficult to 
implement. In maritime air operations, airspace control will tend toward procedural control, 
with aircraft bearing the burden of following promulgated procedures to avoid fratricide. 
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Such an arrangement allows a layered series of engagements by both friendly aircraft and 
surface missile systems. 

Related Terms 
weapon engagement zone 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

JOINT ENGINEER PLANNING AND EXECUTION SYSTEM 

The Joint Engineering Planning and Execution System (JEPES) provides a common· 
automated system for the civil engineer planners at the unified commands and their components 
to determine the feasibility of the civil engineering force, construction material, and facilities 
to support operation plans (OPLANs). Further, it is used to: 

• Generate time-phased facility requirements based on an OPLAN; 
• Analyze and assess engineering support by comparing facility requirements to in-theater 

facility assets and host-nation, contract, and troop engineering capability; 
• Provide facility feasibility assessment, manpower, materiel, and nonunit cargo 

requirements for other processes. 
6 

The JEPES replaces the Civil Engineering Support Plan Generator as a planning tool to 
develop data to assist commander of a combatant command (CINC) and Service component 
staffs in determining their civil engineering support requirements and documenting their 
Civil Engineering Support Plan (CESP). JEPES is a computer model that should be used by 
CINC planners to estimate theater-level wartime requirements for facilities, construction 
material, and civil engineering capability in support of deployed US forces. JEPES should 
be used wherever possible in the planning process in order to provide consistent civil 
engineering support planning across all combatant commands. 

The primary purpose of JEPES is to assist CINC and component planners in determining 
whether an OPLAN provides sufficient civil engineeringcapabilitiesat the correct locations 
and at the appropriate times to support deployment, mission accomplishment, and sustainment 
of OPLAN forces. Specifically, the ci vii engineering and facility requirements generated by 
JEPES are intended to aid engineer planners in preparing the CESP. 

The civil engineering requirements generated by JEPES serve as the starting point for 
planning specific wartime construction projects. JEPES requirements are, however, based 
on many assumptions and simplifications of reality. 

JEPES provides assistance to planners in determining civil engineering support requirements 
and shortfalls during operation planning. Planners need not use JEPES if the deviation from 
CINC and Service standards in JEPES can be justified. Planners must explain in the CESP 
the method used to determine their civil engineering support requirements and shortfalls if 
they elect not to use JEPES. 

Related Terms 
civil engineering support 

JP4-04 
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Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 
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JOINT FACILITIES UTILIZATION BOARD 

lllllfill~llll~~itittlfilll~lill~i 
The commander of a combatant command (CINC) is responsible for the coordination of 

planning, programming, and construction of facilities within the command. Additionally, 
the CINC should determine the priorities in the programming of facilities necessary to support 
the mission. Contingency construction project requests in overseas areas require vali.dation 
by the CINC. The CINC may establish.aJointFacilities Utilization Board (JFUB)to assist in 
managing facilities. The JFUB has many responsibilities including the following: 

• The JFUB evaluates and reconciles component requests for real estate, use of existing 
facilities, inter-Service support, and construction to ensure compliance with Joint Civil 
Military Engineering Board (JCMEB) priorities. -

• The JFUB is activated on the order of a joint force commander and chaired by the 
Logistics Directorate, with members from component commands and any required special 
activities (e.g., legal and civil affairs). 

• The JFUB also provides administrative support and functions as the executive agency 
for the tasking of the JCMEB. 

Related Terms 
Joint Civil Military Engineering Board 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-04 Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 

JOINT FORCE 

. . · . · : . . · . :-· . ·. ·:: ~~.: ~-.:::::i~:~~~::~~:1~~~f?Pt:s~~?;~~~~{1~(t.:it~i-~tm~~~:~~niJ~Wr~rtr~r~tr;~~t~~~~¥~~~rtt~r~ 
A general term applied to a force composed of SI91J!ft:q~rj!~l~1!1~~!§";(~~~~~n:~~Br,H1: 
attached, of two or. more Military Department$~ o~.ra..~n:~mioqE),r;j~i;s.iri~gi~J'jgiptji;;~i 

. force commander .. : : ·: '. . . . .· :.:· };;~~~;_t;~;~·[jj;;f,~~r!~;:<c::f:.~[~~~!;t;~~ft~!i~f~.~j~~~~~~~~~ 
General. Unified action of the Armed Forces of the United States starts with unified 

direction. For US military operations, unified direction is normally accomplished by 
establishing a joint force, assigning a mission or objective to the joint force commander 
(jfC), establishing command relationships, assigning or attaching appropriate forces to the 
joint force, and empowering the JFC with sufficient authority over the forces to accomplish 
the assigned mission. "Joint force" is a general term applied to a force composed of significant 
elements, assigned or attached, of two or more Military Departments~ operating under a 
single JFC. Joint forces are established at three levels: unified commands, subordinate unified 
commands, and joint task forces. 

Authority to Establish. In accordance with the Unified Command Plan, combatant 
commands are established by the President through the Secretary of Defense, with the advice 
and assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Commanders of unified commands 
may establish subordinate unified commands when so authorized by the Secretary of Defense 
through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Joint task forces can be established by the 
Secretary of Defense, a combatant commander, subordinate unified commander, or an existing 
joint task force commander. (See figure below.) 
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Basis for Establishing Joint Forces. Joint forces can be established on either a geographic 
area or functional basis. 

Establishing-a joint force on a geographic area basis is the most comtpon method to assign 
responsibility for continuing operations. The commander of a combatant command established 
on an area basis is. assigned a geographic area by the establishing authority. The title of the 
are~s and their delineation are prescribed in the establishing directive. A JFC assigned a 
geographic area is considered an area commander. Note: Only commanders of combatant 
commands are assigned area of responsibilities (AORs). Subo~dinate joint force commanders 
are normally assigned joint operations areas (JOAs). 

• The boundaries defining these AORs are not intended to delineate restrictive geographic 
AORs. Commanders may operate forces wherever required to accomplish their missions. 

• The Unified Command Plan contains descriptions of the geographic boundaries assigned 
to combatant commanders. It provides that. unless otherwise directed by the Secretary 
of Defense, when significant operations overlap the boundaries of two combatant 
commands, a joint task force will be formed and assigned an appropriate JOA. Command 
of this joint task force will be determined by the National Command Authorities and 
forces transferred to the appropriate combatant commander. 

• Each area commander will be kept apprised of the presence, mission, movement, and 
duration of stay of forces within the AORIJOA other than those assigned to the area 
command. Also, the area commander will be apprised of the command channels under 
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which these transient forces will f\mction. The authority directing. movement or permanent 
location of transient forces is responsible for providing this information. 

• Forces not assigned to an area commander are often assigned missions that require them 
to cross AORJJOA boundaries. In such cases, it is the duty of the joint force area 
commander to assist the operations of these forces to the extent of existing capabilities 
and consistent with other assigned missions. Area commanders may be assigned specific 
responsibilities with respect to installations or activities exempted from their control, 
such as logistic support or area defense, particularly if enemy forces should traverse the 
area commander's AORJJOA to attack the exempted installation or activity. 

• Transient forces within the assigned AOR of a combatant commander are subject to the 
area·commander 's orders in some instances, e.g., for coordination for emergency defense 
or allocation of local facilities. However, transient forces are not part of the area 
commander's command, and the area commander is not in their normal chain of command. 

Sometimes a joint force based solely on military functions without respect to a specific 
geographic region is more suitable in order to fix responsibility for certain types of continuing 
operations (e.g., the unified commands for transportation, space, special operations, and· 
strategic operations). The commander of a joint force established on a functional basis is 
assigned a functional responsibility by the establishing authority. 

• When defining functional responsibilities, the focus should be on the effect desired or 
service provided. The title of the functional responsibility and its delineation are prescribed 
in the establishing directive. · 

• The missions or tasks assigned to the commander of a functional command may require. 
that certain installations and activities of that commander be partially or wholly exempt 
from the command authority of an area commander in whose area they are located or 
within which they operate. Such exemptions must be specified by the authority who 
establishes the functional command. Such exemptions do not relieve the commanders 
of functional commands of the responsibility to coordinate with the affected area 
commanders. 

Organizing Joint Forces. A JFC has the authority to organize forces to best accomplish 
the assigned mission based on the concept of operations. (See figure below.) The organization 
should be sufficiently flexible to meet the planned phases of the contemplated operations and 
any development that may necessitate a change in plan. The JFC will establish subordinate 
commands, assign responsibilities, establish or delegate appropriate command and support 
relationships, and establish coordinating instructions for the component commanders. Sound 
organization should provide for unity of effort, centralized planning, and decentralized 
execution. Unity of effort is necessary for effectiveness and efficiency. Centralized planning 
is essential for controlling and coordinating the efforts of the forces. Decentralized execution 
is essential because no one commander can control the detailed actions of a large number of 
units or individuals. When organizing joint forces with multinational forces, simplicity and 
cl~ty are critical. Complex or unclear command relationships or organization are 
counterproductive to developing synergy among multinational forces. 

The composition of the JFC's staff will reflect the composition of the joint force to ensure 
those responsible for employing joint forces have thorough knowledge of total force capabilities 
and limitations. · 

All joint forces include Service component commands because administrative and logistic 
support for joint forces are provided through Service component commands. Service forces 
may be assigned or attached to subordinate joint forces without the formal creation of a 
Service component of that joint force. The JFC also may conduct operations through the 
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Service component commanders or. at lower echelons~ Service force commanders. This 
relationship is appropriate when stability, continuity, economy, ease of long-range planning, 
and scope of operations dictate organizational integrity of Service forces for conducting 
operations. 

The JFC can establish functional component cormminds to conduct operations. Functional 
component commands can be appropriate when forces from two or more Military Departments · 
must operate in the same dimension or medium or there is a need to accomplish a distinct 
aspect of the assigned mission. Joint force land. air, maritime, and special operations component 
commanders are examples of functional components. (NOTE: Functional component 
commands are component commands of a joint force and do not constitute a ·~oint force" 
with the authorities and responsibilities of a joint force even when com.posed of forces from 
two or more Military Departments.) When a functional component command employs forces 
from more than one Service, the functional component commander's staff must be joint, and 
requires advanced planning for efficient operation. Joint staff billets for needed expertise and 
individuals to fill those billets should be identified, and those individuals should be used 
when the functional component command is formed for exercises or actual operations. 

Most often, joint forces are organized with a combination of Service and functional 
component commands with operational responsibilities. Joint forces organized with Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps components will have special operations forces (if assigned) 
organized as a functional component. The JFC defines the authority and responsibilities of 
the Service and functional component commanders; however, the Service responsibilities 
(i.e., administrative and logistic)ofthe components must be given due consideration by the 
JFC. 
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The JFC has full authority to assign missions, redirect efforts, and direct coordination 
among subordinate commanders. JFCs should allow Service tactical and operational assets 
and groupings to function generally as they were designed. The intent is to meet the needs of 
the JFC while maintaining the tactical and operational integrity of the Service organizations. 

Related Terms 
joint force commander 

JP0-2 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

JOINT FORCE AIR COMPONENT COMMANDER 

~~%:t~~~~fs~:e~:;~r~~:aa~\~f~i,ii!~iJ\~'~6f;t 
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General. The joint force commander (JFC) will normally designate a joint force air 

component commander (JFACC). The JFC will base the decision to designate a JFACC on 
several factors such as the JFC's overall mission, concept of operations, the missions and 
tasks assigned to subordinate commanders, forces available, duration and nature of joint air 
operations desired, and the degree of unity of command and control of joint air operations 
required. The JFC will normally assign JFACC responsibilities to the component commander 
having the preponderance of air assets and the capability to plan, task, and control joint air 
operations. 

The authority and command relationships of the JFACC are established by the JFC. These 
typically include exercising operational control over assigned and attached forces and tactical 
control over other military capabilities/forces made available for tasking. The JFC may also 
establish supporting and supported relationships between components to facilitate operations. 
The JFC normally assigns missions and issues mission-type orders to all components. With 
receipt of the mission goes the authority to conduct operations in accordance with the JFC's 
intent and concept of the operation. 

Responsibilities. The responsibilities of the JFACC are assigned by the JFC. These include, 
but are not limited to planning, coordination, allocation, and tasking of joint air operations 
based on the JFC's concept of operations and air apportionment decision. (See figure below.) 

Specific JFACC responsibilities normally include the following: 
• Developing a joint air operations plan to best support joint force objectives as assigned 

by the JFC or higher authority. 
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• Recommending to the JFC apportionment of the joint air effort, after consulting with 
other component commanders, by percentage and/or by ·priority that should be devoted 
to the various air operations and/or geographic areas for a given period of time. 

• Providing centralized direction for the allocation and tasking of capabilities/forcesmade 
available based on the JFC air apportionment. 

• Controlling execution of joint air operations as specified by the JFC, to include making 
timely adjustments to targeting and tasking of available joint capabilities/forces. If 
circumstances require the JFACC to change the planned joint air operations during 
execution, the JFACC will notify the affected component commanders or JFC, as 
appropriate. . 

• Coordinatingjoint air operations with operations of other compo.nent commanders and 
forces assigned to or supporting the JFC (e.g .• combat search and rescue operations, the 
joint force special operations component commander, and if designated, the joint special 
operations air component commander for integration, synchronization, and deconfliction 
with special operations). 

• Evaluating the results of joint air operations and forwarding combat assessments to the 
JFC to support the overall combat assessment effort. 

• Performing the duties of the airspace control authority (ACA), when assigned that 
responsibility by the JFC. 

• Performing the duties of the area air defense commander (AADC), when assigned that 
responsibility by the JFC. 
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• Functioning as the supported commander for counterair operations, strategic attack 
. operations, when joint air operations constitute the bulk of the capability needed to 

directly attack enemy strategic centers of gravity, theater airborne reconnaissance and 
surveillance, and the JFC's overall air interdiction effort. 
•• Interdiction target priorities within the land or naval force areas of operations (AOs) 
are designated by the land and naval force commanders. 
•• These priorities are considered along with the JFC's area of responsibility (AOR)/ 
joint operation area (JOA)-wide interdiction priorities and reflected in the air 
apportionment decision. The JFACC will use these priorities to plan and execute the 
AOR/JOA-wide interdiction effort. 

• Functioning as a supporting commander, as directed by the JFC, for operations such a8 
close air support. air interdiction within the land and naval force AOs, and maritime support. 

Airspace Control Considerations and the JFACC/ACA/AADC Relationship. The 
responsibilities of the JFACC, ACA, and AADC are interrelated and should normally be 
assigned to one individual. The functions and responsibilities of the JFACC, ACA, and 
AADC must be integrated in order to unite>jointairoperations withjointairspacecontrol and 
joint air defense operations in support of the JFC's campaign. Designating one component 
commander as JFACC, AADC, and ACA may simplify coordination required to develop and 
execute fully integrated joint air operations. If conditions do not permit this assignment, then 
close coordination between all three positions is essential. 

If appointed the AADC, the JF ACC is responsible for integrating the joint force air defense 
effort. Air defense operations must be coordinated with other tactical operations on and over 
both land and sea. If appointed the ACA, the JFACC is responsible for developing, 
coordinating, and publishing airspace control procedures and for operating the airspace control 
system in the area of responsibility (AOR)/joint operation area (JOA). 

The JFACC Organization. The figure below represents a notional JFACC organization. 
TheJFACC'soperationscenterwilloftenbedesignatedajointairoperationscenter(JAOC). 

The JFACC's JAOC is structured to operate as a fully integrated facility and staffed to 
fulfill all of the JFACC's responsibilities. JFACC orgariizations may differ based on the 
specific AOR/JOA requirements and operations. However, the two organizations or fwictions 
that should be common to all JAOCs are Combat Plans and Combat Operations. Planning 
"futurejoint air operations" is the responsibility of Combat Plans, which includes the 
respo~sibility of drafting the joint air operations plan to support the JFC's campaign or 
objectives and building the daily joint air tasking order (ATO). Execution of the daily joint 
AID is carried out by Combat Operations. This organization closely follows the action of 
current joint air operations, shifting missions from their scheduled times or targets and making 
other adjustments as the situation requires. 

Each of these JAOC organizations rely on expertise from other component liaisons (e.g., 
battlefield coordination element (BCE), naval and amphibious liaison element (NALE), Air 
Force liaison element, special operations liaison eiement (SOLE), air mobility element, strategic 
liaison team, space liaison officer, Marine liaison officer) to coordinate requests or requirements 
and· maintain an "up-to-date" picture of the other component operations. 

Finally, the ~ole of "intelligence" is extremely important and is an integral part of the daily 
function of Combat Plans and Combat Operations. Intelligence personnel monitor and assess 
adversary capabilities and intentions and provide assistance in target, weapon, and platform 
selection, conduct battle damage assessment, as well as, provide an up-to-date picture of the 
adversary, expected adversary operations, and the status and priority of assigned targets to 
assist in execution day changes. 
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Component Liaison. The components have ready access to the JFACC and staff through 
the component liaisons. These liaisons work for their respective co~ponent commanders 
and work with the JFACC and staff. 

Senior Component Liaisons. Senior component liaisons serve as conduits for direct 
coordination between the JFACC and their respective component commanders. Senior liaisons 
possess the credibility and authority to represent their component commander on time-sensitive 
and critical issues. They must be equipped and authorized to communicate direct! y with their 
respective component commander. The senior liaisons have the responsibility of presenting 
component perspectives and considerations regarding planning and executing joint air 
operations. 

Coordination Elements. Each component normally provides liaison elements (BCE, NALE, 
SOLE, and others as appropriate) that work within the JAOC. These liaison elements consist 
of experienced warfare specialists who provide component planning and tasking expertise 
and coordination capabilities. These experts help integrate and coordinate their component's 
participation in joint air operations (e.g., special operations force) and coordinate and deconflict 
component direct support air operations with joint air operations. 

JFACC Staff. The JFACC's staff should be organized and manned so that component 
representation reflects the composition of the joint force. This representation will provide 
the JFACC with the expertise needed to effectively employ ihe capabilities/forces made 
available. Functional component staffs require advanced planning for efficient operations. 
JFACC staff billets for needed expertise and individuals to fill those billets should be identified. 
Such individuals should be identified and trained during peacetime and used when JFACC 
staffs are formed for exercises and actual operations to ensure an effective transition to combat 
operations. JFACC staffs should includeappropriatecomponentrepresentationat all levels. 

Functional Area and Mission Experts. Functional area experts (such as intelligence, logistics, 
airspace, plans, and communications) provide the critical and unique expertise in support, 
plans, and execution functions, as appropriate for the employment scenario. Mission experts 
(air-to-air, air-to-ground, reconnaissance, air refueling, and others as appropriate) provide 
the technical warfighting expertise required to plan and employ capabilities/forces made 
available by the components. Functional and mission experts from other components 
representing weapon systems made available by the JFC for joint air tasking will provide 
manning throughout the JAOC (i.e., combat operations, combat plans) and at all levels of 
command. · · 

Preparation. For each specific operation, the nucleus of the JFACC staff should be trained 
in JFACC operations and be representative of the joint force. Staff augmentation with manning 
as identified above ensures joint representation throughout the JFACC's staff and JAOC. 
The JFACC, in coordination with other component commanders, will determine specific 
manning requirements based on scenario requirements, force list, and personnel availability. 

JFA CC Assignments and Transition. Procedures for joint air operations are designed to 
exploit the flexibility of air power to achieve joint force objectives while providing support 
to component operations. Joint air operations scenarios may vary, and each scenario requires 
extensive planning when transition of JFACC responsibilities is necessary. 
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In large-scale joint air operations, the assignment of JFACC ashore is normally desirable 
be_cause of enhanced logistic, communication, and facility capacities on land. The JFACC 
should~ sea-based when any <?De of the following conditions are present: 

• Maritime forces provide the preponderance of air capability. 
• Land-based facilities or sufficient infrastructure does not exist. 
• A secure land-based area is not available. 
• Ground support forces are forced to withdraw. 
JFACC Transition. Effective joint air operations planning must contain provisions to 

transition JFACC responsibilities between platforms or between components afloat or ashore. 
Planned Transition. The JFACC should develop a plan for transition of JFACC duties to 
another component, if required or considered likely to occur. Planned JFACC transitions are 
possible as a function of buildup or scale down of joint force operations. When transition of 
JFACC responsibilities is complete, the component passing responsibilities should continue 
monitoring joint air planning, tasking, and control circuits, and remain ready to reassume 

· JFACC responsibilitiesuntil the gaining component has demonstrated operational capability. 
Unplanned Transition. During unplanned shifts of JFACC responsibility,as a possible result 
of battle damage or major command and control equipment failure, a smooth transition is 
unlikely. Therefore, the JFC should predesignate alternates (both inter- and intra-component) · 
and establish preplanned responses/options to the temporary or permanent loss of JFACC 
capability. Frequent backup and exchange of data bases is essential to facilitate a rapid 
resumption of operations should an unplanned transition be required. 

Transition Events. The following are events that may cause the JFACC responsibilities to 
shift: 

• Coordination requirements ·related to joint ATO planning and execution exceed the 
component capability; 

• Buildup or relocation of forces shifts preponderance of air assets to another component 
comrriander and the JFC decides that the other component is in a better position (location, 
command and control capability, or other considerations) to accomplish the JFACC 
responsibilities; 

• Command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence capability· to support 
the current JFACC becomes unresponsive or unreliable; 

Considerations. The figure below shows considerations to aid in transition planning and 
decisions. 
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JFACC TRANSITION CONSIDERATIONS 

e~~ ·:::;(mHnUr)US, u~lintcn·upi:cd, 3nti tmambiguous guld;:;ncc- ~-mel 
r:Un;cHon for joint air operations must be the primary objective 
of any JFACC transition. 

0 All JFACC operations facilities should possess approprir;te 
C4-t cap~tbHHies to ensure shift of JFACC duties is as 
transparent to the components as possible (joint ATO 
dissemination and receipt should be unchanged). 

<D Spe!cHlc prcc(-.7clures for coordinating and executing planned 
and unplanned shifts of JFACC should be published in the 
joint air operations plan. 

o The oncoming JFACC must have nflc-qua1e comrn~.m !c TU .... n s. 
connc<:-flvi"t;t, rn~nnlt·aJ, lnt,~.;msr::-rK~D support, cind cc~·-t.-r;:-t.: ··.J 

~H1ti connol c2tpabtllty prior to assuming JFACC 
responsibilities. 

o The oncoming JFACC must have a cur~·cnt j·:::•fttt i\70;. ~, ;·.;c:";·i~;! 
in:::tnlc~ii!'Jnc~. l\CO, jt,;dnt in~i.;\y.r)tcd -;:;t·i.oritized t~H~Ji;;1li::::~t 
(.HPTL), forGt:r ai~:;;pt)::;!tion, -~1dvi::r~::nry ~:;it~.l~:tUon, and ot:·::·:-r ·· ~t 
t;<)~~ !e. 

®The oncoming JFACC must have the JFC's objecti·,t·:"l'.': to 
conduct supporting joint air operations. 

®The oncoming JFACC must establish timely, reliable, and 
secure communicBt:cr;s H:1l~s with all appropriate 
coordination cells associated with the JFC mission to 
facilitate continuous and dynamic exchange of information 
and joint air support. 

8 The oncoming JFACC must be completely familiar with the 
.t~r(~~\ nk dofonso Hnd .;.3h'Gp{n:;:-::~ control plans. If also designated 
the AADC, the JFACC must be ready to assume the 
responsibility for air defense operations. When designated 
the ACA, the JFACC must also be ready to assume that 
responsibility. 

Related Terms 
joint force land component commander; joint force maritime component commander; joint 
force special operations component commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-56.1 . Cominand and Control for Joint Air Operations 
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JOINT FORCE COMMANDER 

General. Unified action of the Armed Forces of the United States starts with unified 
direction. For US military operations, unified direction is normally accomplished by · 
establishing a joint force, assigning a mission or objective to the joint force commander, 
establishing command relationship~ assigning or attaching appropriate forces to the joint 
force, and empowering the joint force commander (JFC) with sufficient authority over the 
forces to accomplish the assigned mission. 

JFC is a general term applied to a combatant commander, subunified combatant commander, 
or joint task force commander. A JFC has the authority to organize forces to best accomplish 
the assigned mission based on the concept of operations. (See figure below.) The organization 
should be sufficiently fle)uble to meet the planned phases of the contemplatedoperationsand 
any development that may necessitate a change in plan. The JFC will establish subordinate 
commands, assign responsibilities, establish or delegate appropriate command and support 
relationships, and establish coordinating instructions for the component commanders, 

Organization of Forces. Sound organization should provide for unity of effort, centralized 
planning, and decentralized execution. Unity of effort is necessary for effectiveness and 
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efficiency. Centralized planning is essential for controlling and coordinating the efforts of 
the forces. Decentralized execution is essential because no one commander can control the 
detailed actions of a large number of units or individuals. When organizing joint forces with 
multinational forces, simplicity and clarity are critical. Complex or unclear command 
relationships or organization are counterproductive to developing synergy among multinational 
forces.· 

Service and Functional Component Commands. The composition of the JFC's staff 
will reflect the composition of the joint force to ensure those responsible for employingjoint 
forces have thorough knowledge of total force capabilities and limitations. All joint forces 
include Service component commands because administrative and logistic support for joint 
forces are provided through Service component commands. Service forces may be assigned 
or attached to subordinate joint forces without the formal creation of a Service component of 
that joint force. The JFC also may conduct operations through the Service component 
commanders or, at lower echelons, Service· force commanders. This relationship is appropriate 
when stability, continuity, economy, ease of long-range planning, and scope of operations 
dictate organi.zational integrity of Service forces for conducting operations. 

The JFC can establish functional component commands to conduct operations. Functional 
component commands can be appropriate when forces from two or more Military Departments 
must operate in the same dimension or medium or there is a need to accomplish a distinct 
aspect of the assigned mission. Joint force land, air, maritime, and special operations component 
commanders are examples of functional components. 

Most often,.joint forces are organized with a combination of Service and functional 
component commands with operational responsibilities. Joint forces organized with Army, 
Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps components will have special operations forces (if assigned) 
organized as a functional component. The JFC defines the authority and responsibilities of 
the Service and functional component commanders; however, the Service responsibilities 
(i.e., administrative and logistic) of the components must be given due consideration by the 
JFC. 

The JFC has full authority to assign missions, redirect efforts, and direct coordination 
among subordinate commanders. JFCs should allow Service tactical and operational assets 
a~d groupings to function generally as they were designed. The intent is to meet the needs of 
the JFC while maintaining the tactical and operational integrity of the Service organizations. 

joint force 

JP0-2 

· Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

JOINT FORCE COMMANDER'S ELECTRONIC WARFARE STAFF 

The Joint Force Commander's Electronic -Warfare Staff (JCEWS) provides electronic 
warfare (EW) expertise~ planning, and coordination for joint activities, including joint 
suppression of enemy air defenses operations.· The JCEWS coordinates with key staff officers, 
component commands, and other elements as required. The JCEWS is comprised of personnel 
fromeachofthe components of the joint force. It is headedbytheOperationsDirectorate 
(J-3) electronic warfare officer and includes a Intelligence Directorate representative to facilitate 
intelligence updates and a Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) Systems 
Directorate representative to monitor or direct frequency deconfliction. 
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EW depends on all-source, timely intelligence. Signals intelligence (both communications 
intelligence-and electronics intelligence-derived intelligence products, particularly data bases) 
may be es.pecially useful to joint EW planners. Primary intelligence support for EW is from 
the electronic order of battle (EOB) and signal data bases such as the Electronic Warfare 
Integrated Reprogramming Data Base. Direct support by national and Service agency analysts 
is also provided. EW planners on the JCEWS derive EW targeting information from the 
EOB and use this information to request that other joint organizations allocate joint force 
resources to execute EW missions against the identified target. The JCEWS may nominate 
command and control taigets to the command and control warfare (C2W) cell for consideration/ 
incorporation into the C2W cell's master target nomination list, which is submitted into the 
target nomination process established by the J -3 officer. Other types ofEW mission requests 
should be made by the JCEWS through the Service or functional component commander 
who controls the assets necessary to execute the mission. 

Related Terms 
electronic warfare 

JP 3-01.4 
JP3-13.1 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Joint Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses (J-SEAD) 
Joint Doctrine for Command and Control Warfare (C2W) 

JOINT FORCE SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMPONENT COMMANDER 

. · : · ·: : ·· . :·· ···:: :~':··: · ·. · ::- · · :· ··:: :. : ·. · :.::~~>~~-~-!~:~J~~~~~*~~~~w~~t:~;~;m::r~~~:~~~~~!~:~~-y~~~i~~::~:I1~Pf~ii~;~:·~Y~t~t~~~s~~~;~t~:}:r:P~1!~I~ 
The commander within a unified command, s"Uboffiihat~i:~.ri~ied ;ci>rit.rnan(t.·{?~;;:j:'t) 
joint task force responsible to the establi~h!tJQit~~p!;Q.fuJ;~ri~~):·;~f~f~im!~!i19';.:lj:1i 
recommendations on ·the ro er em lo entof;s "'ecia:ro-·''·e·rationsJorees;andf:\':3! . . . . . · p p .· p ym .. · .. :: .. ·:: .. ·· .. ':R::<:->':•·.:>,,p.,,c,:<·>.::".':·•'·:..:;,::'·>··:'"<·'/'''"Y,.,,,,, . .,;::o.:+·:·· 

·assets, planning and. coordinating special opera~9(}$gpr:;~9.¢?fnP:H~tJ!r9.:.$V:p · · 
operational mission~ as may be assigned. Th~)~tn~;;!P.f:~/:~P~,~i,~.hPR~:f~,i.Q .. :· .. \.~/;0' 
component commander is given the authoritY nece~ryito:accotnpli~tt~iS$ioijs;r:'·t 
and tasks assigned by the establishing comrr1an~~r.::.;~·tt:tae,·tjqihti:f§ta.&~~R~PL · ·:~:::::: 
operations component commander will normally. b~ :th.~·~C:Q.mm~l'l~~r,;:~ltljp!t:l. •.y:: 

~=~~~~~i~~=a~~ia~~~;~6~es an,~,]~~j~~~,~~~~,:~t11~~t~i~j, 
In accordance with the principles set forth in Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces 

(UNAAF)," the joint force commander may choose to organize special operations forces 
(SOF) for particular operations along joint force special operations component commander 
(JFSOCC), special operations command (SOC), Service component, or functional lines. In 
certain circumstances, a functional organization may better fit the demands of a specific SOF 
mission, especially given the limited number of SOF assets. Several different Service elements 
of the SOF possess similarcapabilities. For example, Army special forces, Air Force special 
tactics team, and Navy sea-air-land team can employ comparable amphibious tactics and 
airborne infiltration techniques, and the Army and Air Force both operate rotary special 
operations (SO) aircraft with similar capabilities. Consideration should be given to aligning 
JFSOCC (SOC or joint special operations task force (JSOTF)) forces executing similar 
missions under a single, functional (vice necessarily Service) component commander. (See · 
figures below.) Since the JFSOCC' may need to conduct a range of discrete operations or 
support extended SO, he may choose to exercise either centralized or decentralized control of 
assets. This flexibility would allow the JFSOCC to establish, for example, various aviation 

392 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



JOINT FORCE SPECIAL OPERATIONS COMPONENT COMMANDER 

393 



JOINT FORCE SURGEON 

task organizations ranging from a central pool of all air assets to small, tailored aircraft and 
support packages assigned to a JSOTF or other subordinate SO commands, as appropriate. 

A functional joint special operations air component commander provides organization and 
resource allocation for managing limited aircraft assets of different types and from different 
Services. JFSOCC requirements for air support flow through a single point of contact so that 
all requests may be satisfied by the best available air asset. Further, planning, coordination, 
and deconfliction are centralized. The liaison for this coordination and deconfliction is as 
important between the JFSOCC and the conventional theater component commands as it is 
between JFSOCC forces themselves. 

Related Terms 
special operations 

JP 3-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

JOINT FORCE SURGEON 

. A.gerieral.term applied to an individuaf~ppointJa·:8y~:~'~)§i~fvf~~~1?Ji~~W(B~f!~::. 
·.:'to· serve as:the theater or joint task force spec:i~i}t$~1f:::gff.i~'f~t~~R~Q~!~"~ilQ.~:)( 

· ::~::r~~:~=~~~~o~. evaluatinQjoint f?~'~i!~~~~~~~~~YP~~'~ii~J 
General. A joint force surgeon (JFS) should be appointed for each combatant command, 

subunified command, and joint task force. As a specialty advisor, the JFS reports directly to 
the joint force commander (JFC). The JFS will coordinate health service support (HSS) 
matters for the JFC. The JFS section should be jointly staffed and should be of sufficient size 
to effectively facilitate joint coordination of HSS initiatives, regionalization,standardization 
and interoperability, development of the HSS plan, and review of subordinate plans and 
operations. 

Responsibilities. As depicted in the figure below, JFSs need to assess component command 
HSS requirements and capabilities, both quantitatively and qualitatively, and provide guidance 
to enhance the effectiveness of HSS through shared use of assets. JFSs should have the 
responsibility to: 

• assist the combatantcommander in formulating a recommended patient evacuation policy 
within the geographic area; 

• assist the component commands in identifying HSS requirements of each component 
and assigning cross-Service support where practical; 

• advise the JFC concerning HSS aspects of combat operations, intratheaterrest, rotation, 
and reconstitution policies, preventive medicine, and other medical factors that could 
affect operations; 

• inform the JFC on the status of HSS units, highlighting problems and other areas of 
interest or concern; 

• monitor the status of patient beds, blood products, health service logistics,HSS staffing, 
and other issues affecting medical readiness; 

• inform the JFC concerning the status of HSS and any assistance required by and provided 
to the civilian populace, US nationals, and enemy prisoners of war; 

• advise supporting civil affairs forces on humanitarian and civic assistance activities within 
the joint force operations area; 
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• coordinate HSS provided to or received from allies or other friendly nations; , 
• coordinate medical intelligence support for HSS organizations; 
• supervise the activities of the Theater Patient Movement Requirements Center and the 

Joint Blood Program Office; 
• prepare the HSS annex to joint force plans; 
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• prepare bed requirement estimates based. on the casualty estimates provided by the 
appropriate staff and extracted from the Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 
medical planning module; 

• in conjunction with the joint force's legal office, advise the JFC on HSS aspects of the 
Geneva Conventions. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

JOINT INTELLIGENCE ARCHITECTURE 

.·· · :•A·dyri~ic:t1;~ible structure that ooll~i~t~ of theN~ti~~~~,~~~W~:tl6iri~·,i~r~rli~~~i)};:~· 
:, : Ceii~er~~the theater joint intelligence:centers,'an~'l$4_bqrdipa,t~:jqiijf~f9rq~;)pJqt(/: 

•~·.··~ir~~=~i:.=~~:o6~:~~~~fl~'rt~l~-~i!! 
responsibilitiesto provide theater an~ ~adical corri'rii~f:l~~~'Wi!6;·tti~;·t,p.lt';@r9~,:ot~{f 
inteilig~~:e. r~quired for planning an~ ,~nd~cti~~,·~?~t-.~~!:~~~~~~J~rJ·~,I~]J:; · ,,~·<: .,. 'lt~~:~;;~: 

, ·gin ~stabfishi~g a JJC ai each combataiii comm~~~F[;,~{h~~~:·f~J/!p~~~l~TJ}~~~~f!tiJt~; 
· .. of intslligsnce support to the warfighter while dsciea~rjg~ti'JtJ.Tfi!.S.gl{~liiliiiifei:J,_;t?h~H; 

p= :::::::~·Roles, MissionS, and F~~,~~~~,~~~~~~~lli~ 
General. The joint intelligence architecture provides the means to interconnect collectors, 

producers, and customers in an information network. All intelligence made available to the 
network from any source is stored and communicated as data whether it is a text file, graphics, 
imagery, or formatted information. The data is stored on a standards compliant file server. 
The file server is the interface with the comrimnications network. 

In. keeping with the spirit of Command, Control, Communications, Computers And 
Intelligence. (C4I) For The Warrior, the joint intelligence architecture is a dynamic, flexible 
structure providing global access to an information grid that consists of all intelligence sources 
at all echelons. The architecture facilitates the capability of the Defense Intelligence community 
to focus on supporting the joint force commander (JFC) and subordinate joint force components 
and to integrate support from non-Defense agencies and nongovernment organizations as 
needed. The joint intelligence architecture is configured to provide access to all intelligence 
sources from anywhere on the globe and to provide the baseline data that JFCs will need to 
support joint operations. This architecture conceptually describes equipment capabilities, 
information flow requirements, and responsibilities. 

Principles. The Services and DepartmentofDefenseagenciesresponsiblefor organizing, 
training, and fielding intelligence systems and personnel must provide the Secretary of Defense, 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, combatant commanders, and subordinate commanders 
as much flexibility as possible in assembling their intelligence support architectures. JFCs 
should be able to assemble an optimum mix of intelligence capabilities (personnel, procedures, 
and C4I), regardless of the source, and still receive adequate intelligence support. Intelligence 
systems, concepts, products, and language must be sufficiently interoperable for the exchange 
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and use of data _in any form and from any source among intelligence organizations and operating 
commands and forces. Interoperability principles are shown in the figure above. 

C41 lnteroperability. The Director for Intelligence should ensure command_ elements' 
and supporting organizations' intelligence systems and communications are compatible for 
exchange of data, information, and intelligence products. If components' intelligence systems. 
cannot receive or exchange intelligence data, the systems are not interoperable. Interoperability 
of systems also.relates to intelligence data processing and related equipment. · 

Intelligence Product Interoperability. · Intelligence organizations producing joint 
intelligence should ensure that intelligence products are in a form, content, and language 
usable by all components of the joint force performing similar and related functions. For 
example, if one component requires maps with Military Grid Reference System (MGRS) 
(which also includes universal transverse mercator) coordinates while ano~her cooperating 
component uses charts with ·geographic coordinates, location information should be expressed 

. with both MGRS and geographic coordinates. 
Common Terminology and Symbols. Intelligenceorganizations should understand and 

use concepts, language, terminology, names, and. symbols common to all joint force 
components. . . 
Standards~ Factors that promote interoperabilitycan be expressed in standards. Standards 

. are sets of guidelines and criteria for continuity and similarity of data, protocols, formats, 
terminology, equipment, and signals that promote the exchange, understanding, and application 
of intelligence req ui rem en t~ and i nte 11 igence products among intelligence organizations and 
JFCs. Standards for interoperabilityshould be developed and incorporated into intelligence 
systems, equipment, and procedures providing intelligence for joint operations. Standards 
need to be enforced in peacetime to facilitate transitionto operations other than war or war. 

Effective Training and Exercises. Intelligence interoperability problems reduce the ability 
of a joint force to attain unity of effort. Thus, an important concept is to use realistic training, 
exercises, and rehearsals of operations to demonstrate, test, and evaluate the joint 
interoperabilityof intelligence systems and intelligence products. 

Data Bases. Ability of all echelons of the joint force to access archives and common data 
bases is key to successful intelligence operations .. 

Communications. To maximize the utility of the architecture, systems must meet standards 
of connectivity using standard communications protocols and standard e.ncryption devices 
that must be available at all echelons. The architecture has the flexibility to accommodate, 
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not to replace, existing indication and warning and direct support systems. It is intended to 
overlay additional capabilities using existing communications carriers. 

The joint intelligence architecture uses the Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communications 
. System (JWICS) and Joint Deployable Intelligence Support System (JDISS) as the joint 
standard and foundation for commonality among support systems. As shown in the figure 
below, JWICS satisfies the requirement for secure, high-speed, multimedia transmission 
services for intellige~ce information. JWICS incorporates advariced networking technologies 
that permit greater throughput and capacity, making possible the use of applications that take 
advantage of multimedia technologies including video teleconferencing. Each JWICS node 
can create, receive, transmit, and store video images as well as voice, text, graphics, and data. 
Information can be either broadcast or shared interactively among JWICS subscribers on a 

·point-to-point or multipoint basis. The JWICS circuit can be managed via allocation of 
bandwidth, allowing simultaneous use of the link for multiple applications. JWICS is an 
integral part of the sensitive compartmented information portion of the Defense Information 

. Systems Network. 

All-source in tell igencedissemination in support of joint operations at the national, theater, 
and subordinate joint force levels will be via JWICS and JDISS. (See figure below.) These 
systems support the production, dissemination, and display of fused intelligence critical to 
theater battle management. The architecture provides access to data from national, theater 
and tactical intelligence organizations and sources primarily from a "push-pull" system. A 
"pull" concept will result in JFCs receiving only high-quality, relevant intelligence based on 
their mission and phase of the operation. The "pull" capability is designed to prevent 
communications circuit saturation. In addition, time-sensitive intelligence will be "pushed" 
to JFCs and components via dedicated broadcasts in response to preplanned essential elements 
of information.· Automated data processing interoperability with force level systems will be 
accomplished. by JDISS integration. Through JWICS connectivity, intelligence production 
at the national level can be shared in near real time with the JFC. Automated processing and 
seamless connectivity at all levels allow intelligence analysts at all levels access to imagery 
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and multiple data bases while concurrently producing intelligence products in response to 
specific mission requirements. This up, down, and across echelon interface among strategic, 
operational, and tactical intelligence organizations Js the backbone for joint intelligence 
dissemination. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joi~t Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

JOINT INTELLIGENCE CENTER/JOINT INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT 
ELEMENT 

The intelligence center of the joint force headquarte~~~-: -Th~.::j~i:~!T~~~!{f~~ri2.~!);;­
center is responsible for providing and producing· ihe .intellig~ri¢~:'r~q·U.iff:@Hc:)T;): 
support the joint force commander and staff, coTP.9n~nt~;:,t~~:k.;t9~~~~.~n~1::w.~ 
elements, and the national intelligencecommunityl· Also.calleq:UI~~%dtl.P:1:~o?w: 

· : · · ·:·; :::.~::::::·;~~~~:k~J~c;:~:.:~~~:l;.~;:~~{~\t:.:<:~:~\~~~:.; = 

General. Secretary of Defense memorandum, 15 March 1991, "Strengthening Defense 
Intelligence," inter alia, established the joint intelligence center (llC) as the primary intelligence 
organization providing .support to joint warfighting at all levels. The llC concept fuses the 
main support capabilities of all Service, Combat Support Agency, and combat units into a 
one stop shopping center for intelligence support. Although in reality, a particular llC cannot 
be expected to completely satisfy every request for information; it can coordinate support 
from other intelligence organizations above and below its echelon. A subordinate joint force 
is supported by a joint intelligence support element (llSE), a tailored subset of a theater nc. 

All llCs/llSEs provide intelligence support to operational forces and perform common 
functions. The figure below provides a representative nc organization wherein all major 
joint intelligence functional areas and liaison relationships are presented. As shown, the llC 
is the principal Intelligence Directorate (J-2) organization supporting joint operations. 

The llC/llSE is, by design, scalable and can expand to meet the needs of the joint force 
commander (JFC). During non crisis periods, nc manning is normally retained at the rriinimum 
level required to perform essential functions such as indication and warning, current 
intelligence, collection management, delegated general military intelligence production, and 
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support to the commander. As ciises develop, JICs at each echelon bring together personnel 
and equipment needed to manage intelligence support requirements. JISEs are established to 
meet the particular needs of subordinate joint forces. Collection, production, and dissemination 
resources are focused on the crisis. Liaison with intelligence production agencies and 
communications staffs identifies critical shortfalls, and action to correct deficiencies is­
accomplished. Because the JIC is the focal point for intelligence support to joint operations, 
augmentation personnel are drawn from many sources, including Reserves, as shown in the 
figure below. 

At the national level, the National Military Joint Intelligence Center is the focal point for 
all defense intelligence activities in support of joint operations. Combatant commands have 
TICs focused on their geographic or functional responsibilities. A subordinate joint force, 
when established, also normally forms a JISE as the focus for intelligence in support of the 
JFC, joint staff, arid components. 
. Functions. The JiC/JISE allows for efficient access to the entire Department of Defense 

· intelligence infrastructure in support of joint operations. JICs/JISEs perform common functions 
although the degree to which they engage in specific functions varies according to command 
missions. The command's J-2 and JIC/JISE are normally collocated, and it is the prerogative 
of command to define JIC functions and responsibilities, particularly with respect to the J-2 
staff. In many cases, a responsibility may be shared between the J-2 staff and JIC/JISE. For 
example, the J-2 staff may be responsible for setting forth collection requirements, while the 
nc may have the duties" of implementing those requirements and managing their fulfillment. 

JTF 
J-2/ JISE 

COMBAT 
FORCES 

THEATER COMPONENTS I U&S COMMANDS I 
NATIONAL AGENCIES 

U&S COMMANDS I SERVICES 

Related Terms 
joint intelligence architecture 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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JOINT LOGISTICS 

Joint logistics is a complex, interdependent concept that can apply leverage (plus or minus) 
to a combatant commander's combat power. An understanding of the combatant commander's 
concept of operations and early involvement by the logistic staff will ~nsure that national and 
theater deployment and sustainment requirements are balanced with logistic capabilities: 
Logistic planning considerations aid the combatant commander in providing guidance to 
staff planners and assessing the adeq.uacy and feasibility of campaign and operation plans. 
Joint doctrine discusses sustainment planning which is directed toward providing and 
maintaining levels of personnel, materiel, and consumables required to sustain the planned 
levels of combat activity for the estimated duration and at the desired level of intensity. 
Sustainment planning is the responsibility of the combatant commanders in close coordination 
with the Services and Defense agencies. 

Joint theater logistics is applying logistic resources to generate and support theater combat 
p(>wer. The combatant commander's theater logistic concepts include balancing objectives, 
scheme of maneuver, and operations timing. It includes the concept of extending operational 
reach and logistic applications that apply to the theater. Combatant commanders must ensure 
that their campaign plans fully integrate operational and logistic capabilities. The combatant 
commanders must maintain an interrelationship between operations and logistics by insisting 
on close cooperation and early-on understanding of the missions assigned to subordinate 
commanders. The influence of the combatant commander is essential in bridging any 
operations-logistic gap. 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

JOINT LOGISTICS-OVER-THE-SHORE 

Joint logistics-over-the-shore(JLOTS) operations are defined as logistics-over-the-shore 
(LOTS) operations conducted jointly by two or more Service component forces of a 
commander of a unified command. Generally, JLOTS will exist in all but limited support 
operations. 

LOTS is the loading and unloading of ships without the benefit of fixed port facilities in 
either friendly or undefended territory and, in time of war, during phases of theater development 
LOTS operations are conducted over unimproved shorelines, through fixed ports not accessible 
to deep draft shipping, and through fixed ports that are inadequate without the use of LOTS 
capabilities. 

The scope of JLOTS operations extends from acceptance of ships for offload through the 
arrival of equipment and cargo at inland staging and marshalling areas. Forces assigned to 
conduct ·the JLOTS operation are organized by the joint force commander. The JLOTS 
forces are normally organized along functional lines with Service elements integrated under 

402 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



JOINT MILITARY NET ASSESSMENT 

the operational control of the JLOTS commander. The composition of the JLOTS operational 
staff should contain appropriate representation of participating Service components. Each 
Service's senior officer or noncommissioned officer within the JLOTS organization should 
be afforded access to the JLOTS commander, and, via the JLOTS commander, to higher 
Service component commanders to address Service concerns or unique administrative 
requirements. In order to conduct effective JLOTS operations when called on to do so, 
JLOTS training and exercises need to be periodically conducted. 

Related Terms 
logistics~over-the-shore 

JP 4-01.6 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Logistics-Over-The-ShoreOperations 

JOINT MATERIEL PRIORITIES AND ALLOCATION BOARD 

The Joint Materiel Priorities and Allocation Board is responsible for: 
• modifying and recommending priorities for allocations of materiel assets for the fulfillment 

of logistic requirements of the theater (both US and allied forces); 
• reviewing, acting on, or forwarding requests for modifications in force and activity 

designators to the Joint Staff; 
• reviewing, acting on, or forwarding requests to establish or change the priorities in the. 

master urgency list to the Joint Staff; . 
• preparing recommendations to the Joint Staff on modifications to priorities and allocations 

of resources assigned to other combatant commanders. 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

JOINT MILITARY NET ASSESSMENT 

The Joint Military Net Assessment (JMNA) is prepared by the Chairman in coordination 
with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders. It is 
submitted annually to the Secretary of Defense for his approval and submission to Congress 
in conjunction with the submission of the defense budget. The JMNA fulfills.the Secretary 
of Defense's statutory duty to submit to Congress an annual comprehensive net assessment 
of the defense capabilities and programs of the Armed Forces of the United Stat~s and its 
allies compared with those of potential adversaries. 

JPS-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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JOINT MORTUARY AFFAIRS OFFICE 

Joint Mortuary Affairs Office (JMAO). Commanders of geographic combatant 
commands will establish a JMAO within their commands to provide oversight of mortuary 
affairs support. During military operations other than war, peacetime mass-fatality, or 
politically sensitive incidents, the commander determines if, when, and for how long the 
JMAO will be activated. The JMAO oversight responsibilities include the following: 

• providing procedures concerned with search for, recovery and evacuation, tentative 
identification, and return of remains and personal effects. This includes providing 
guidance to Service components and to subordinate joint force or single-Service 
commands on the disposition of remains of those personnel assigned or attached to 
multinational forces; 

• maintaining inventory data on Service component command mortuary affairs equipment 
and materials; 

• coordinating with Service component commands for data on the recovery status of 
deceased and missing personnel when requested by combatant command casualty 
reporting agencies; 

• coordinating interment, disinterment, and reinterment of remains within the area of 
responsibility. In wartime, this includes providing a recommendation to the respective 
geographic combatant commander regarding when remains can no longer be returned to 
continental US (CONUS); 

• coordinating the establishment of suboffices, as required, to supervise mortuary affairs 
activities on a Service component, subordinate joint force, or geographic basis; 
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Deceased personnel are quickly evacuated 
to the Mortuary Affairs Collection Point. 
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• providing procedural guidance concerning transfer of enemy, enemy and friendly civilian, 
allied, and allied civilian remains and their personal effects (PE) to the custody of another 
government, including maintenance of records required by the Geneva Convention for. 
the Protection of War. Victims; 

• designating port of embarkation holding facilities and surface and aerial evacuation of 
remains and PE; 

• coordinating with the Chief, JMOA, Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command 
and the Armect Forces Medical Examiner to determine the CONUS port-of -entry military 
mortuary for Service component's return of remains; 

• coordinating the development of the mortuary affairs support plan; 
• maintaining a central records point for deceased and PE; 
• maintaining liaison with the Joint Public Affairs Office. 
The JMAO will continue to function after periods of military operations to oversee Service 

efforts to resolve the _status and effect the evacuation of remains and PE not previously 
accomplished. The geographic combatant commander determines if the JMAO will continue 
to function in support of efforts to process remains and PE of non-US military persomiel. 
The JMAO ensures that Service components forward all records to respective Service 
headquarters. The component's Service headquarters coordinates transfer of remains and 
records to parent Service control in CONUS. Parent Service headquarters are responsible for 
final archiving of records. The JMAO assists Service headquarters in coordinating these 
actions. 

logistics 

JP4-06 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Mortuary Affairs in Joint Operations 

JOINT MOVEMENT CENTER 

The. center est~blished to coordinate the:::~iri~lbyih~~f-::~fiP~N:i?~i~~~::·gf1t}) 
.transportation (including that provided by allie~ .or,ho~tnatiq~$)_isR~lJ.p~ifttla·:(:: 
concept of operations. This coordination is accoinplishedthri)~gtfij~t:)lishmef1ti~>, 
ot transportation policies within the assigned area. ot .re~ponsibii~W~~:9()6~1·s~9.rti~:) 
with ·relative urgency of need, port and terminai eapatiilities~tlcanspOrt~tiC,fl~~setJ~-( 

· ~vailability, and priorities set by a joint force c~~:T~?:~~n·~:}':~-_,ii::::.;:;:;;J~!;r~~l~:{D:l\~~~~!-t3~~::·:: 
The geographic combatant commander has a wide range of options for performing 

movement control. He may direct subordinate joint force commander and Service components 
to perform their own movement control. He may establish a theater Joint Transportation 
Board (JTB) or a Joint Movement Center (JMC), or both. However, to ensure a fully integrated 
and responsive transportation system, the combatant commander should consider assigning 
responsibility for theater transportation movement control to a single joint office, the JMC. 
This JMC must be equipped with sufficient communication and automation capability to 
ensure adequate interface between strategic and theater transportation systems and the 
combatant commander's staff. This organization must be skilled in coordinating and directing 
theater transportation operations in support of unit movements and/or logistic resupply 
operations. The combatant commander's logistics staff would form the nucleus of a movement 
control organization, but to properly execute a theater movement control mission, an additional 
predesignated, fully trained joint organization is required. Ideally, such an organization would 
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be identified as a force deployment option in an operation plan (OPLAN) and be established 
early in the theater to coordinate arrival, theater expansion, and operations movement planning 
and execution. 

If the geographic combatant commander establishes a JMC, it should coordinate the 
employment of all means of theater transportation (including that provided by allies or host 
nations (HNs)) to support the concept of operations. The JMC should also be the single 
coordinator of strategic movements between the comba,.,tant commander and US Transportation 

· Command. In addition, it oversees the execution of theater transportation priorities. The 
JMC should be responsible for planning movement operations and for monitoring the <?Verall 
performance of the theater transportation system. The JMC conducts cyclic reviews of 
apportionment decisions and acts on emergency transportation requests. When there is no 
theater JTB, the JMC is the primary advisor to the geographic combatant commander in the 
apportionment process. The JMC identifies the variance between forecasted requirements 
and current capabilities of all modes to assist in the planning process. It expedites action and 
coordination for immediate movement requirements to ensure effective and efficient use of 
transportation resources. 

The JMC is organized functionally and designed with a peacetime nucleus. It expands in 
proportion to the size of the force and the desires of the geographic combatant commander. 
A fully developed JMC should have an Administrative Section and two divisions such as a 
Plans and Programs Di:vision and an Operations Division. Advisory members from functional 
areas that impact movement planning and execution augment the JMC, as needed. The 
figure below shows a suggested organization. 
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The geographic combatant commander should first use his own staff and Service component 
staff personnel resources to form the nucleus of a JMC. The commander should consider 
including manning to coordinate requirements for contracting with HN authorities for use of 
available civil transportation and facilities. When expanding aJMC, the geographic combatant 
commander must consider the structure of his dominant force and component-unique 
movement control requirements. The combatant commander may also draw on reserve 
personnel to augment the JMC. Reserve augmentation personnel should participate in·exercises 
to assure they are familiar with the procedures of a joint force headquarters. Geographic 
combatant commanders should ensure reserve augmentation forces are properly sequenced 
in either an exercise or actual time-phased force and deployment data. Finally, the combatant 
commander may coordinate through the Commander in Chief, US Atlantic Command and 
the Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command on the creation of a JMC force 
deployment option package that could be easily inserted into an OPLAN. Likewise, if this 
JMC augmentation package is established, it must be provided the opportunity to train with 
the combatant commander's and Service components' staffs. 

Related Terms 
movement control 

JP4-01.3 
Source Joint Publication 

JTTP for Movement Control 

JOINT OPERATION PLANNING 

· · =~s~~~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~~~ ~;:~~~~a~~iAit~~f~jf~i~~'~ 
exclusively associated with the preparation of c#>ehiti9n'p~~~t~ti~'rE!,iqri'p)~ns~:::{! 

· in concept fonnat, campaign plans, and operatio~:o~·~rs~Cc.)tJ1~r~6.~ol~h~:~~i·qgl~<:r' 
integrated operation plan) for the conduct of milita,Yqpe@tiQnsl>itn~.P9:mb:~tafui.;'f,:~J 
commanders in response to requirements establisha~·py;!lj,~i9b:~!tm~ti~$f!h~·~0 

. Joint Chiefs of Staff. Joint operation planning is·998rcji~~~~·;~~4tlEi':H~~i90.~fl.:·; 
level to support Secretary of Defense Contingenp.y Plijr1~Jir)9G.u~ci~Q,g~,;~t~~~~~~A 
req.uirements in the National Military Strategy, and: em.ergi6if9f:i§~·~:r·;:~~j~~Ch}.?::G 
joint operation planning includes mobilization plannin~K:d~pJQ.yfna·nt·:pl~l)flirig'i'[;)t 
employment planning, sustainment planning, ·and red~pld.r~~ijf, p:l~6.b:i.i)g·:}·i·:l; 
procedures. Joint operation planning is perfonned irl (lceqr(jEin.~:~~h;;f(.)qtlally;:-f\~ 
established p'anning and execution procedures/<: .. ~/:~:.:·' _,·)~r;;~ftJj'~;}i11]iliit~ii.1,}":i;~!~~f1i~~}~i:; 
General. Joint operation planning is directed toward the employment of military forces 

within the context of a military strategy to attain specified objectives for possible contingencies. 
Joint operatipn planning is conducted within the chain of command that runs from the National 
Command Authorities (NCA) to the combatant commanders and is primarily the responsibility 
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders. At the national· 
level, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the Chiefs of the Services,. 
is principally responsible for the unified planning to employ ·the armed forces in support of 
national security objectives. Joint operation planning includes the preparation of plans (e.g., 
operation plans aJ:td campaign plans) and orders (e.g., operation orders) by the combatant 
commanders as well as those joint planning activities that support the development of these 
operation plans or orders. These activities also incorporate the functions of the Military 
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Departments and Services. Joint operation planning is a sequential process performed 
.. simultaneously at the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of war. 

·strategic Planning. At the strategic level, joint operation planning involves the development 
of strategic military objectives and tasks in support of national security strategy and the 
development of force and materiel requirements necessary to accomplish those tasks. Strategy 
is the art and science of developing and employing armed forces and other instruments of 
national power in a synchronized fashion to secure national objectives. The NCA translates 
policy into national strategic military objectives. These military objectives facil~tate theater 
strategic planning. A geographic combatant commander usually part~cipates in discussions 
with the NCA through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and with allies and coalition 
members. The combatant commanders plan at the strategic level of war through participation 
in the development of national military strategy, the development of theater estimates, and 
theater strategies. The theater strategy is thus an element that relates to both US national 
strategy and operational activities within the theater. 

Operational Planning. Joint operation planning at the operational level links the tactical 
employment of forces to strategic objectives. The focus at this level is on operational art­
the employment of military forces to attain strategic and/or operational objectives through 
the design, organization, integration, and conduct of strategies, campaigns, major operations, 
and battles. Operational art determines when, where, and for what purpose major for;ces will 
be employed and should influence the enemy disposition before combat. It governs the 
deployment of those forces, their commitment to or withdrawal from battle, and the 
arrangement of battles and major operations to achieve operational and strategic objectives. 

Tactical Planning. At the tactical level of planning, tactics is the employment of units in 
combat. It includes the ordered arrangement and maneuver of units in relation to each other 
and to the enemy in order to use their full potential. Tactics are employed to fight and win 
engagements and battles. 

Scope of Joint Operation ·Planning. As shown in the figure below,joint operation planning 
encompasses planning for the full range of activities required for conductingjoint operations. 
These activities include the mobilization, deployment, employment, sustainment, and 
redeployment of forces. 

Mobilization Planning. Primarily the responsibility of the Services, mobilization planning 
is directed toward assembling and organizing national resources to support national objectives 
in time of war and for military operations other than war. Mobilization planning includes 
bringing all or part of the Armed Forces of the United States to the necessary state of readiness 
to meet the requirements of the specific contingency. Mobilization planning may include 
planning for the activation of all or part of the Reserve components, as well as assembling 
and organizing personnel, supplies, and materiel. 

Deployment Planning. Deployment planning is the responsibility of the supported 
combatant commanders in close coordination with the United States Transportation Command. 
Deployment planning is planning to move forces and their sustainment resources from their 
original locations to a specific operationaJ area to conduct joint operations outlined in a given 
'plan.· It i·nvolves planning for the continental US (CONUS), intertheater (strategic), and 
intratheater movement of forces and the required resources to sustain them. Strategic 
deployment planning focuses on the intertheater movement of forces and resources using 
national, allied and coalition strategic deployment capabilities. 

Employment Planning. Employment planning prescribes how to apply force/forces to 
attain specified military objectives. Employment planning concepts are developed by the 
combatant commanders through their component commands. Employment planning provides 

408 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



JOINT OPERATION PLANNING 

the foundation and determines the scope of mobilization, deployment, sustainment, and 
redeployment planning. 

Sustainment Planning. Sustainment planning is directed toward providing and maintaining 
levels of personnel, materiel, and consumables required to sustain the planned levels of combat 
activity for the estimated duration and at the desired level of intensity. Sustainment planning 
is the responsibility of the combatant commanders in close coordination with the Services 
and Defense agencies. 

Redeployment Planning. Redeployment planning is directed toward the transfer of units, 
indi victuals, or supplies deployed in one area to another area, or to another location within the 
area, or to the CONUS for the pu~se of further employment. The demobilization of Reserve 
forces is considered during redeployment planning. The figure below represents the types of 
joint operation plans and the planning processes. 
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Related Terms 
execution planning; Joint Operation Planning and Execution System. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

JOINT OPERATION PLANNING AND EXECUTION SYSTEM 

· · · · · -·· :_ · · · · ·. · · = > :.:· .:·::_:r>7:\~~;~:~~~;:r:{;.~>;~\;r~l~~tt~-;~~~tf:/?~~}~!-Y{}·~~~?~t?:£~~~:!~:~~:f~~~ 

A continuously evolving system that is being dey~Jqpij<~t!.~t9~9~J~~!!mt~~-t!tJ~nf:~~~ 
and enhancement of earlier planning and executiqt(~Y~!.~I11..s::·::~oi~t;Qp~r~~iPIJ'l'.:.: 
Planning System and Joint Deployment System>. It pr§yl.~es.tg'~.:fQ~P~~ti~'fPf;;;:,:·: 
conventional command and control by national- andtheatei;'levelcomp~ri'ae(S![:!;l 
and their staffs. It is designed to satisfy their informatioh:ne~ds !r,i§'~::q6~~pt(gfi:J(; 
joint planning and operations. Joint Operation Planning~'Qd:ex.ecutip_QSY$t~m:Y: 
(JOPES) includes joint operation planning policies·,:·prc.)~dij[E:)~;~ ~f1~ftepg@n9:fr:~, 
structures supported by communications and . automate·Q ~.:~at~_,J?:t9¢~~$I~g;·:;;i( 
systems. JOPES is used to monitor, plan, and exeeute>rll()biiizafi()~;d~plp}lifu~h~ii;::f: 
employment, and sustainment activities associated ,Yith:j6.inb:>pe~tion~J·.~.·Ai$'q;l~ii;l 

called JOPES. . .·:· .• ~·'.::::.\./:),\I;:.:1::i:J.-:.1·!~;1j,~,):r~Jf~.~~;E~;t~~~~,~!};· 
General. The joint operation plarming process is a coordinated joint staff procedure used 

by commanders to determine the best method of accomplishing assigned tasks and to direct 
the actions necessary to accomplish those tasks. Joint Operation Planning and Execution 
System (JOPES) is used to conduct joint planning. JOPES facilitates the building and 
maintenance of operation plans (OPLANs) and concept plans (with or without time-phased 
force and deployment data). It aids in the development of effective options and operation 
orders through adaptation of OPLANs or plan creation in a no-plan scenario. JOPES provides 
policies and proced~s to ensure effective management of planning operations across the 
spectrum of mobilization, deployment, employment, sustainment, and redeployment. As 
part of the Worldwide Military Con1mand and Control System (WWMCCS), JOPES supports 
the deployment and transportation aspects of joint operation planning and execution. (The 
Global Command and Control System is replacing the WWMCCS.) 
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JOPES Functions. JOPES contains five basic planning functions -threat identification 
and assessment, strategy determination, course of action development, detailed planning, 
and implementation, as shown in the figure below. 

Threat Identification and Assessment. This function involves detecting actual and potential 
threats to national security, alerting decision makers, and then determining threat capabilities 
and intentions. This function supports all organizational levels during planning and execution. 
It gives information for strategic planning and resource allocations at the national level, by 
developing courses of action (COAs) and detailed planning at the operational level, and 
monitoring and adjusting operations during execution. 

Strategy Determination. This function furnishes direction from the national level for 
developing CO As. It assists theN ational Command Authorities (NCA) and the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) in formulating appropriate options to counter the threat. 
Strategy determination involves formulating politico-military assessments, clearly defining 
political and military objectives or end states, developing strategic concepts and options, 
apportioning forces and other resources, and formulating planning guidance. 

COA Development. COA development support includes JOPES functions that help the 
supported commander's staff develop and testalternative CO As based on NCA/CJCS task 
assignments, guidance, and force and resource allocation. This facilitates development of 
the CINC's Strategic Concept in deliberate planning and the commander's estimate in crisis 
action planning. . . 

Detailed Planning. This function supports preparation of the approved concept of operations 
or COA for implementation. It facilitates the following: 

• Development and time-phasing of detailed force lists and required sustainment. 
• Development of directives, schedules, and orders. 
• Determination of support requirements, including medical, civil engineering, air refueling, 

host-nation support, and transportation needs. 
• Identification and resolution of force and resource shortfalls and constraints. 
The result is development of detailed, fully integrated mobilization, deployment, 

employment, sustainment, and redeployment activities based on the approved concept of 
operations or COA. · 

Implementation. This function gives decision makers the tools to monitor, analyze, and 
manage plan execution. Planning is a cyclic process that continues throughout implementation. 
Of particularimportanc~ is the ability to redirect forces, adjust priorities, or influence events 
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as the situation unfolds. Implementation usually ends with some type of replanning effort, 
such as redeployment or redirection of operations. 

Related Terms 
campaign planning; crisis action planning; deliberate planning;joint operation planning. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

. JOINT OPERATIONS 

t;~~~2~~~~:~!tf~:~i~~~~~~~~~~~i(lililill~i 
"Joint operations" are military actions conducted by joint forces or Service forces in 

relationships (e.g.~ support, coordinating authority), which, of themselves, do not create joint 
·forces. The requirement to plan and conduct joint operations demands expanded intellectual 
horizons and broadened professional knowledge. Leaders who aspire to joint command 
must not only have mastered the essentials of their own Service capabilities, but also must 
understand the fundamentals of combat power represented by the other Services. Beyond 
that, they must have a clear sense of how these capabilities are integrated for the conduct of 
joint and multinational operations. This individual professional growth, reinforced by military 
education and varied Service and joint assignments, leads to a refined capability to command 
joint forces in peace and war. 

joint 

JPI 
. JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

JOINT OPERATIONS AREA 

:O,~:,d~r:~~~~~~a~~~n~:=~::~n~~i~~,~~~~~i~f~ 
(normally a joint task force commander) conducts: rnil_it~6f:igpt:)[~\iQn$:;_;'tci~ti; 

·accomplish a specific mission. Joint operations c;tre(l~:::c:u~~:.p~rtiQg,l~tl~:::~~~f(J]~~m: 
·when operations are limited in scope and geographic:~r~a:o(:wh"~O;Q~~t!§n~;,:_il 
are to be conducted on the boundaries between theaters~>Aiso:'called:'JOA1iif: ·~ 

· · · · · · · .· ,: ;-, · ,},_,x;::10:;;;~;;::t;_-::_:~t:,~t::t~~~l~l~~t~~1~~::~~li1~~!- ~·ti~ 
To assist in the coordination and deconfliction of joint action, joint force commanders 

(JFCs) may define operational areas or joint areas~ (See figure belo~.) The size of these 
areas and the types of forces employed within them depend on the scope and nature of the 
crisis and the projected duration of operations. For operations somewhat limited in scope 
and duration, geographic combatant commanders can employ a joint operations area (JOA). 
A JOA is an area of land, sea, and airspace, defined by a geographic combatant commander 
or subordinate unified commander, in which a JFC (normally a joint task force commander) 
conducts military operations to accomplish a specific mission. JOAs are particulcu:ly useful 
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OPERATIONAL AREAS WITHIN A THEATER 

-:.· ,··· 
, • , 'I • , 

. ' ~-:· .· 

THEATER OF WAR 

. ~: · .. 
··:. · .. 
.. ·· ' 

·::~:::::.::::: 
··.:;:··::}'·;:::.:·· .. 

···: .. ·:·' 

... 

This example depicts a combatant commander's AOR, also kno~n·~~-:~·th~u~:te"r~< Within:the '.''': :;·. 
AOR, the CINC has designated a theater of war with two subor~lnat~.·~heate~::9t9perationsF:·>;.: 
Also within the theater of war is a JSOA. To handle a situation outSide ttle'theater ofwar, 'the • · • • · 
CINC has established aJOA, within which a JTF will operate. JOAscouldatsobe ', : .•. :. · · 
established within the theater of war or theaters of operati~ns~ : : ·, · · · · ·· ·; ·' ·. '· ; ··· • '· ', .. ; · ,., ··· · 

when operations are limited in scope and geographic area. JOAs are also appropriate when 
operations are to be conducted on the boundaries between theaters. 

Related Terms 
area of responsibility;joint special operations area 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

JOINT PETROLEUM OFFICE 

The geographic combatant ~ommander has the predominant fuels responsibility within a 
theater, and this responsibility is discharged by. ~he Joint Petroleum Office (JPO). The JPO 
works in conjunction with its Service components and the Defense Fuel Supply Center to 
plan, coordinate. and oversee all phases of bulk petroleum support for US forces employed or 
planned for possible employment in the theater. 

bulk petroleum 

JP4-03 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Bulk Petroleum Doctrine 
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JOINT PLANNING AND EXECUTION COMMUNITY 

':····:: '·, 

~ • • • • •.•. '. ! .: •• 

General. Planning for joint operations is continuous throughout the range of military 
operations. As such,joint operation planning employs an integrated process entailing similar 
policies and procedures during war and military operations other than war, providing for 
orderly and coordinated problem solving and decision making. In its peacetime application, 
the process is highly structured to support the thorough and fully coordinateddevelopmentof 
deliberate plans. In crisis, the process is shortened, as necessary, to support the dynamic 
requirements of changing events. In wartime, the process adapts to accommodate greater 
decentralization of joint operation pi anning activities. In all its applications, the basic process 
remains fundamentally unchanged and provides a consistent and logical approach for 
integrating the activities of the National Command Authorities (NCA), Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, combatant commanders, and all 
other members of the Joint Planning and Execution Community (JPEC) in a coherent planning 
and execution process to attain military objectives. 

Interoperable planning and execution systems are essential to effective planning for joint 
operations. The activities of the entire planning community must be integrated through an 
interoperable joint system that provides for uniform policies, procedures, and reporting 
structures supported by modem communications and computer systems. The system designed 
to provide interoperability is the Joint Operation Planning and Execution System (JOPES). 
JOPES encompasses the entire JPEC. JOPES is, first and foremost, policies and procedures 
that guide joint operation planning efforts. JOPES Automated Data Processing provides 
computer support, primarily for transportation planning associated with deployment operations. 

The headquarters, commands, and agencies involved in planning for the mobilization, 
training, preparation, movement, reception, employment, support, and sustainment of forces 
assigned or committed to a theater of war or theater of operations are collectively termed the 
JPEC. The JPEC consists of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and other members of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Joint Staff, the Services, the combatant commands and their 
component commands, subunified commands, joint task forces (JTFs) (if established), and 
Defense agencies. (See figure below.) 

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in 
coordination with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, manages the joint operation 
planning process. In peacetime, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff assigns planning 
tasks and resources, establishes planning relationships, and approves joint operation plans. 
In crisis and war, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff orchestrates the development of 
strategic options and courses ?faction (COAs), resolves conflicts in resourees, provides 
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SUPPORTED 
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JOPES 

recommendations and risk assessments to the NCA, conveys NCA decisions to the combatant 
commanders, and monit~rs the deployment and employment of forces. 

Services. The Services and United States Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) 
provide interoperable forces for assignment to the combatant commanders and provide for 
logistic support to the combatant commanders. USSOCOM' s responsibilityto equip special 
operations forces (SO F) is limited to special operations-peculiar equipment, materiel, supplies 
and services, and Service-common equipment specified in appropriate written agreements. 
The Services also maintain rese;:rve forces and prepare for the expansion of capabilities in 
time of war. For joint operation planning, the Services and USSOCOM make recommendations 
regarding the apportionment of forces arid resources to the Joint Staff and, upon approval, 
identify the specific units and support to be allocated to the combatant commanders' joint 
operation plans. The Services prepare detailed mobilization, sustainment, and mobility plans 
containing the identification of the actual forces and support allocated. 

Combatant Commands. The combatant commanders are principally responsible for the 
preparation and implementation of joint operation plans. During peacetime, they participate 
in the development of national military and theater strategies and develop operation plans in 
the deliberate planning proces·s. This is a continual process. During crises, they expand and 
refine existing plans or develop new plans, and recommend CO As. When military operations 
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are required in time of conflict, combatant commanders conduct joint operations. Campaigns 
are planned and conducted when the contemplated military operations exceed the scope of a 
single major joint operation or battle. 

Service Component Commands. The Service component commands perform joint 
planning functions both within the chain.of command and under the administrative control of 
the Military Departments. Within the chain of command, the Servicecomponentcommands 
recommend the proper force composition and emploYment of Service forces, provide Service 
forces and support information for joint planning, and prepare component-level operation 
plans or operation orders in support of task.ings assigned to the combatant commands. Under 
administrative control, the Service component commands prepare and execute administrative 
and logistic plans to support operating forces. 

Special Operations Component Commands. Combatant commanders with geographic 
responsibilitiesestablish theater special operations commands (SOCs) as subordinate unified 
commands to serve as the joint force special operations component commander (JFSOCC) 
of their unified command. Similarly, subordinate joint force commanders may establish a 
joint special operations task force commander to serve as the JFSOCC of a subordinate joint 
force. This individual typically exercises operational control or tactical control over assigned 
and attached forces in order to enhance unity of effort of special operations throughout the 
joint force. USSOCOM provides similar support to the theater SOCs that the Services provide 
to their respective Service component commands within the combatant commands. The 
JFSOCC reports to the joint force commander and is the principal adviser for special operations 
within the joint force. The JFSOCC provides recommendations on organization and 
employment considerations for SOF and, when directed, prepares component-level operation 
plans. 

Subordinate Joint Commands. When established, subunified commands and JTFs 
perform joint planning functions similar to those of the combatant commands for specified 
missions or designated joint operations areas. Such functions are accomplished under the 
direction of the authority that established the subordinate command. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

JOINT PLANNING DOCUMENT 

The Joint Planning Document supports the National Military Strategy by providing concise 
programming priorities, requirements, or ad vice to the Secretary of Defense for consideration 
during preparation of the· Defense Planning Guidance (DPG). Published as stand-alone 
documents addressing specific functional areas, joint planning document volumes are 
coordinated and collaborated with the Chiefs of the Services, combatant commanders and 
Defense agencies, and serve as a conduit fo_r input to the DPG. 

Related Terms 
defense planning guidance; national military strategy 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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JOINT PUBLICATION 

Only publications approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will be referred to 
as "joint publications." Publications involving two or more Services that have not been 
reviewed and approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will be referred to as 
"multi-Service" and will identify the participating Services (e.g., Army and Air Force doctrine 
or Army, Navy, and Air Force procedures). 

Related Terms 
joint doctrine;joint tactics, techniques, and procedures. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1-01 Joint PublicationS ystem, Joint Doctrine and JTIP Development Program 

JOINT REAR AREA 

A · speelfic land area. ·within a J~i-nt fo~ce :~6~rri~h~:~:;;~~tc~{~iU~f~i:tg~~~~~i~h~;?1:: 
designated to facilitate protection and operatiqrLC)t :.ir\st~_llatiC;>ns/~hd~Jot~e~~'i 

·: supporting the jointforce. ·. > · . · ·: ::_:i-J~·:_:·r::~.[;';i?:~~~lt:~~·;~;J~,1}~i~:·J:~~0i~f~{f:-~::t~~p?:~~~3.f~:F 
General. A joint rear area (JRA) is a specific land area within a joint force commander's 

(JFC's) operational area designated by the JFC to facilitate protection and operation of 
installations and forces supporting the joint force. The size of a JRA may vary considerably 
and is highly dependent on the size of the operational area, logistic suppo~ requirements, 
threat, or scope of the joint operation. A JRA is usually to the rear of the combat zone, but it 
is not necessarily contiguous to the combat zone. The airspace above the JRA is normally 
not included in the JRA; airspace is normally considered a combat zone governed by airspace 
control procedures. 
. A JRA may be collocated with the communications zone but normally would not include 
ana val area of operations (AO). Operations in sea areas are considered to be part of a combat 
zone and will not normally be included in a JRA. When a naval AO and a JRA meet along a 
coastline, the high water mark will normally designate the boundary between the two. Ports 
and harbors (but notthe built-up areas around them) are normally included in the naval AO. 

A JRA in a joint operation may adjoin the rear areas of one or more of the combat forces 
making up the combat power of the joint force. A JRA can be adapted to any modem 
environment. In any circumstance, a JRA may be segmented and may contain isolated pockets 
of relatively secure support areas that may collectively make up a JRA. 

Concurrent with the designation of a JRA, the geographic combatant commander or 
subordinate JFC normally designates a joint rear area coordinator (JRAC). The JRAC is 
responsible for coordinating and maintaining the overall security of the JRA as directed by 
the JFC. The JRAC is a critical link in coordinating security, establishing reliable intelligence 
and counterintelligence support, and ensuring secure and s~ivable communications with 
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all forces operating in the JRA. The area air defense commander (AADC) is responsible for 
the defense of the airspace above the JRA. · 

·:;• • ... ;'~~~~~n~Fhe. ~~~~u~~m ~::~~~:~J~~l~~t~W~~:~;!~.~t~~fl~~r">;';' 
;; : !'linever saw the rear- of an· army engaged in battl~·but[when ob~ervmg·trooll~ 'i·( 
~'':;: i,~;~hft. :rear] .I fEtared tha~ t~t)lne ~alainltv:~~~.-~~P,p;,~.!~;:~~\J~~:trCiplJ6:~~~;·~p,J?.~~~~l.-·:;; 

. ~}'~confusion,• broken wagons,. crippled h()r~es, num:JyJpg~a~().~t ~~a~~~n~-~~lme(t;::;:,:: 
., · parties:hastenlng to and'fro in seeming·:dtsorde,r~·:a·nd,)(g~n'r&~f:~~pff!ll.t~~~~r(\~;: 
. of, ·s~mething dreadful about to ensue; ,a·u. the·se ~lgn~i,:ho:W,ver~~~-s~~ri~(l,a.:.:f:l:f 

/~~z~:~::~:~1~::::~i~?:~~~~w~~~~~~~~~ti 
· .. the enemy's shot hitting close, there reigned a:gEtn&,f.al;feeiJ~g gt~~~·g~h::ai"d~.: .. ;~ 
.security that bore a marked contrast to the blood}i'sign'~:~~B,l.11~d.:~~~~#.!~;ft,P.I~fy;~::,::: 

~=~~ 
Operations. Operations occurring within the JRA either protect the JRA or support the 

joint force. They are best described as broad functions and include, but are not limited to~ the 
items shown in the figure below. 

Security. The security function addresses those measures or activities used to protect against 
hostile threats in order to ensure survival and sustainment of mission capability. It also 
includes the specific category of security operations that contributes to the security of the 
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joint force. Security is the principal concern of this publication. Other functions are discussed 
as they relate to the security of the JRA. Security includes area damage control. 

Communications. A command, control, communications, and computer system should be 
established throughout the JRA that will provide for interoperable, secure, reliable, and 
redundant communications. 

Intelligence. Effective intelligence support, merged with counterintelligence and law 
enforcement agency information, is essentiafto conducting successful security operations in 
the JRA. Current intelligence and counterintelligenceestimates focused on the JRA should 
incorporate intelligence from all US, multinational, and host nation (HN) sources. 

Sustainment. The primary mission of many of the forces in the JRA is to sustain the joint 
force. All security and counterintelligenceactivities are focused on providing a secure JRA 
in which force sustainment can continue. The time support units spend performing security 
and self defense operations may detract from their ability to meet support requirements. 

Area Management. The effective utilization and positioning of military assets in the JRA 
is critical to successful operations. Both mission support and security should be considered 
when positioning assets throughout the JRA. 

Movements. The planning. routing, scheduling, control, and security of the movement of 
personnel and materiel in the JRA is vital to the support of the joint force. The JFC normally 
centralizes transportation movement control at the highest level by designating a joint 
movement center where it can be exercised to ensure that common-user transportation resources 
are allocated to support command missions and priorities. 

Flightline security in the JRA is vital to deploying 
joint force personnel and materiel. 

Infrastructure Development. The availability of adequate and secure facilities in the JRA 
for elements of the joint force is essential. Close coordination with HN forces and governing 
agencies is required for use of their facilities or for construction of new facilities on their 
territory as well as forces necessary to establish and maintain security of the facilities. The 
required level of base development should be established as early as possible in order to 
prevent overloading of transportation modes with excess construction material. 

Host-Nation Support (HNS). A viable and friendly HN can provide invaluable civil and/ 
or military assistance to US forces throughout the range of military operations. This assistance, 
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backed by mutual agreements between nations, can significantly contribute to support of the 
joint force and security of the JRA. The completion of a range of HN agreements is required 
in order to define relationships and roles explicitly in areas of strategic interest to the US. 
When more than one HN is involved, careful management is required to ensure that specific 
national restrictions are met. Joint operations areas encompassing more than one HN may 
require significantly different restrictions and sensiti ~ities for each nation involved. Violations 
could result in loss of HNS, which could significantly affect US forces' ability to achieve 
national objectives. Operations may occur in a foreign nation whose sovereig~ty remains 
viable and where HNS agreements are in effect. In such cases, responsibility for selected 
JRA functions may be passed to the HN. In any case, overall responsibility for JRA operations 
remains with the JFC. 

Joint Rear Area Coordinator (JRAC). Establishing and maintaining security in the 
JRA, although vital to the survivability and success of the joint force, is nevertheless an 
economy of force mission. The JFC dedicates assets for force protection operations in· 
proportion to the severity of the threat in order to conserve resources and prevent degradation 
of support, which is the primary mission of most of the forces in the JRA. In a low-threat 
environment, where the inherentdefensi vecapabilitiesofbases and support or HN forces are 
generally adequate to deter the threat and the focus of most security efforts is on thorough 
security planning, the JFC may determine that a JRAC working closely with appropriate 
commanders, staff, and HN commands has sufficient authority to manage the overall security 
oftheJRA. 

JRAC Selection Options. The JFC may designate a subordinate commander or a member 
of the JFC's staff as the JRAC. The JFC considers mission requirements, force capabilities, 
the nature of the JRA, and the threat in determining the JRAC. 

Ge~eral JRAC Responsibilities. The JRAC is responsible for coordinating the overall 
security of the JRA in accordance with JFC directives and priorities. The JRAC accomplishes 
this by coordinating with appropriate JRA commanders to ensure that they maintain the 
security of their respective AOs in order to facilitate sustainment, HNS, infrastructure 
development, and movements of the joint force. The JRAC also ensures that commanders 
establish reliable intelligence support and practice area management within their AOs with 
due consideration of s~curity requirements. Additionally, the JRAC establishes secure and 
survivable communications with all forces and commands operating in or transiting the JRA. 
The JRAC is also responsible for ensuring that the surface area security requirements and 
priorities for the JRA are integrated in the overall security requirements of the joint force and 
are coordinated with the area air defense commander who is responsible for defending the 
airspace over the joint rear area. 

Security Integration Responsibilities. Although other agencies or components may have 
primary responsibility for specific JRA functions, the JRAC is responsible for coordinating 
the security aspects of all functions throughout the JRA. The JRAC's overall coordination 
responsibility for security of the JRA does not lessen the responsibility that component elements 
residing or operating in the JRA have for their own security. 

Specific JRAC Responsibilities. Specific responsibilities across the range of military 
operations include coordinating with appropriate commanders and staff to ensure that the 
following applies: 

• The security posture in the JRA supports the JFC' s concept of operations and is adaptable 
to support future operations. 

• The overall JRA se.curity plari is developed and coordinated with appropriate US, 
multinational, and HN commands in accordance with JFC directives and guidelines. 
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• The chain of command established by the JFC and the degree of authority granted to the 
JRAC are adequate for the mutual protection and security of all US personnel and assets 
in theJRA. 

• Sufficient response forces are identified to respond to anticipated threats to the JRA. 
• the intelligence, counterintelligence, and law enforcement networks are responsive to 

the needs of commanders operating in the JRA. 
• Objective criteria are developed and disseminated for assessing the criticality and 

vu~erability of bases iit the JRA in order to prioritize security improvements and position 
reaction forces or area damage control assets. 

• Coordination with the AADC has been completed to ensure that air defense requirements 
for the JRA are integrated into US, multinational, and/or HN air defense plans in 
accordance with JFC priorities and concept of operations. 

One of the most important JRAC responsibilities is to 
ensure an adequate NBC defense. 

• Positioning and stationing of units and facilities in the JRA are made with due 
consideration for security .. 

• Defense plans incorporate adequate provisions and procedures for nuclear, biological, 
and chemical (NBC) defense. to include NBC warning and reporting procedures. 

• Appropriate liaison is established with multinational and HN commands for coordination 
of security issues. 

• All relevant. international and domestic (US and HN) legal guidelines impacting on 
security within the JRA (such as HNS agreements, Law of War guidance, status-of­
forces agreements, and rules of engagement) are disseminated to appropriate command 
levels. 

• Ci vii Affairs and Judge Ad vocate support are available to assist in resolution of security 
issues. 

• Development and positioning of infrastructure are made with due consideration of security 
requirements. 

• Component commander(s) in the JRA coordinate security at the boundaries of their 
AOs (if the JRA i~divided)to ensure coordinatedJRA security efforts. 

• Threat estimates to the JRA are developed and disseminated to appropriate commands 
in a timely manner. 
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• A tactical combat force, if established by the JFC, is positioned and given the appropriate 
mission in accordance with JFC directives. 

• Any additional security forces (US, multinational, and/or HN) are properly integrated 
into an overall JRA defense plan. 

• Key lines of communications through the JRA are protected to support current and 
future operations. · 

• Key movements and sustainment operations have priority for security, mine detection 
and clearing, and area damage control assets. 

• Liaison is established with the naval coastal warfare commander to coordinate security 
operations. (NOTE: If it is necessary to plan and/or execute an amphibious operation in · 
the JRA, the JRAC also establishes liaison with the Commander, Amphibious Task 
Force (CATF), and the Commander, Landing Force (CLF), as required. The JRAC's 
authority will not infringe on the authority granted the CATF and CLF.) 

JP 3-10 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 

JOINT SEARCH AND RESCUE CENTER 

..... ~{i~5~~j~~~~~illlitt.,l 
from ·two·· or more allied or coalition nations (rriultinatio6~1:~arcti,\~n9Hij~c~~;,;:·\ 

· :J~~:?E£~~::~:::~~r~~tilililf~flill 
Joint Search and Rescue Center (JSRC). (See figure below.) The JSRC is a primary 

search and rescue (SAR) facility suitably staffed by supervisory personnel and equipped for 
planning, coordinating, and executing joint SAR and combat search and rescue (CSAR) 
operations within the geographical area assigned to the joint force. The facility is operated 
jointly by personnel from two or more Service or functional components or it may have a 
multinational staff of personnel from two or more allied or coalition nations (multinational 
SAR center). The JSRC should be staffed equitably by trained personnel drawn from each 
joint force component, including US Coast Guard participation where practical. During 
peacetime, standing JSRCs normally assist in developing integrated evasion and recovery 
concepts of operations to support operation plans (OPLANs), operation plan in concept format 
(CONPLANs),and peacetime operations. The standingJSRCs alsocoordinatetrainingand 
exercises in order to provide a trained joint staff element for combat operations that is capable 
and ready to plan, coordinate, and execute joint CSAR missions as tasked by the joint force 
cqmmander (JFC). 

Responsibilitiesand Functions. Other typical CSAR-relatedJSRC responsibilities and 
functions in peacetime and combat are listed below. 

Peacetime Operations 
• Develop joint force CSAR standing operating procedures (SOPs). 
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• Develop CSAR communications plans. 
• Establish reporting requirements for the JSRC and component rescue coordination centers 

(RCCs). 
• Assist in the development of CSAR appendixes to Annex C (Operations) to OPLANs, 

CONPLANs, and operation orders (OPORDs). Ensure the CSAR appendixes are linked 
to related appendixes for casualty affairs, medical, repatriation, and mortuary affairs. 

• Coordinate and deconflict component evasion and recovery (E&R) plans and review 
them for supportability. 

• Develop an integrated personnel recovery concept of operations to support peacetime 
operations. 

• Conduct or provide on-the-job training and informal training for JSRC personnel and 
component RCC augmentation personnel. 

• Organize and conduct CSAR mission training exercises for the joint force. 
• Coordinate peacetime SAR activities to provide realistic training for the JSRC in 

operational proced:ures. 
• Develop a plan to transition from peacetime to combat operations. 

•• Develop augmentation personnel requirements. 
•• Establish.additional communications. support requirements. 
•• Establish dedicated intelligence support requirements, to include joint force joint 
intelligence center (TIC )/joint intelligence support element support requirements. 

· Combat Operations · 
• Develop a joint force CSAR threat decision matrix tailored to the current threat analysis. 
• Develop and disseminate special instructions to be included in air tasking orders to 

specify the primary theater CSAR and recovery guidance, concepts, and specific 
procedures to be followed by all high-risk combatants. 

• Alert appropriate components of the location where isolated personnel are known or 
believed to be located. 

• Coordinate with national, theater TIC, host-nation, and component intelligence resources 
to gather information relating to the location and status of isolated personnel and the 
threat that may affect their successful recovery. 
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• Coordinate with the joint force psychological operations (PSYOP) officer on ways to 
influence favorably the local population regarding CSAR efforts. 

• Coordinate and deconflict mutual CSAR support operations by joint force components 
and multinational forces. 

• Monitor all CSAR incidents prosecuted by component RCCs. 
• Maintain a data base and file on each isolated person until recovery is complete. Forward 

all files and the data base to the Joint Services Survival, Evasion, Resistance, and Escape 
Agency once the recovery mission is complete and the JFC no longer has a requirement 
to maintain the files. The files should not be destroyed. 

Other JSRC Responsibilities 
• Coordinates JFC tasking of other component RCCs to execute CSAR missions when 

notified that a component RCC is unable to do so or requires support. 
• Coordinates with component commands for use of nondedicated CSAR resources when 

appropriate. 
• Coordinates for use of special operations forces with the operations directorate or section 

(1-3) and the joint force special operations component as appropriate. 
• Coordinates development of a CSAR task force with componentCSAR controllers when 

appropriate. 
• Coordinates with the intelligence directorate or section (J-2) and/or the special operations 

component to alert E&R nets, where established and activated, to assist isolated personnel. 
• Alerts all forces operating in the area of the CSAR incident to report any evidence of 

isolated personnel. · 
• Determines if current operations will provide temporary air superiority in the vicinity of 

the isolated personnel, resulting in collateral support of the CSAR effort. 
Joint Search and Rescue Center Authority. The JFC should grant authority to the JSRC 

commensurate with CSAR responsibilities assigned. For example, JFCs may exercise their 
authority to task component forces committed to conduct joint CSAR operations through the 
JSRC. If the JFC has tasked a component commander to designate the component RCC to 
function also as the JSRC, the JFC should give the necessary authority to that component 
commander, who subsequently may grant the necessary authority to the JSRC director. If the 
JSRC is serving as part of the JFC staff, the JFC should give the necessary authority to the 
JSRC director. Following are examples of types of authority the JFC may give to the designated 
component commander or to the JSRC: 

The JFC may grant authority to the designated component commander or to the JSRC to 
task component commands to support CSAR missions of another component when that 
component needs assistance or cannot accomplish the mission. The supporting component 
commanders should take such actions to fulfill the tasking as is within existing capabilities, 
consistent with priorities and requirements of other assigned tasks. In cases where these 
supporting component commanders have conflicts with assigned tasks that cannot be resolved, 
those commanders may address their concerns with the JFC for resolution. 

During joint operations, the JSRC is the focal point of all joint CSAR coordination. The 
JSRC should have authority to conduct joint CSAR coordination to all levels of command. 

• Authority to coordinate and deconflict support provided to component CSAR operations. 
• Authority to develop and promulgate joint force CSAR SOPs. 
• Authority to develop and promulgate joint force CSAR communications plans. These 

plans are included in SAR appendixes to the operations annexes ofOPLANs and OPORDs 
and should be coordinated with the joint force command, control, communications, and 
computer systems directorate (J-6) for deconfliction. 
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• Authority to establish reporting requirements for the JSRC and component RCCs. 
• Authority to monitor all CSAR operations prosecuted within the JFC's area of 

responsibility/jointoperations area. 
• Authority to review CSAR and E&R appendixes to component OPLANs, CONPLANs, 

ahdOPORDs. 
• Authority to establish operational interfaces with other joint force staff sections and 

elements as considered-appropriate and necessary. These interfaces could include but 
are not limited to J-2, J-3, .logistics directorate, strategic plans and policy directorate, 
J-6, air operations supporting arms, PSYOP, and other sections and elements, as 
appropriate. 

• Authority to establish coordination with CSAR agencies and forces from multinational 
forces, as appropriate. 

Related Terms 
combat search and rescue 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-50.2 Doctrine for Joint Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR) 

JOINT SPECIAL OPERATIONS AIR COMPONENT COMMANDER 

·. :~!~:~;;~~:;:;.i~l~!;:i;!::~llfltll,~l~f~ 
· activities. The joint special operations air comporyel'ltcOrtirti~~der.rip~aiiY:WiU'~?,~; 
·be the commander with the preponderance of :~~s~~:f~~e~.Q_r~.~~~~;:~~~J!~~~~,j~l 
·plan, coordinate, allocate. task. control, and support~tt\~·,·a~{g~·~qjQit:.W~~~~~I:-.·:;:; 
operations aviation assets. The joint special .oJi~r~tigri~:::.~ir;:·~o'iri'P§r:~~t;)~;; 
commander may be directly subordinate to the joim}t?rq~t$.pf:@i.al:iq~jj1i9~~·>i' 
component commander or to any nonspecial. opefCt.t!9ra~t®fr\~ti,~~1!Qr~19lotliJi 
force commander as directed. Also called JSOACG.:.~·:1.;:_-~)}[!i,][~~j,;ji~~:~.t1~[[)[j~~-;~~~~~l~~Ef:'; 
The joint force special operations component commander may choose to organize functional 

components in lieu of or in combination with Service components. The most common special 
operations functional organization is the joint special operations air component commander 
(JSOACC). The J SOACC is the subordinate commander within a special operations command 
or joint special operations task force responsible for planning ·and executing joint special air 
operations and for coordinating and deconflicting those operations with conventional air 
operations. The JSOACC normally will be the special operations forces aviation commander 
providing the preponderance of air assets or most capable of controlling special air operations 
in a specific situation. 

Related Terms 
· combat search and rescue;joint force special operations component commander 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-05.3 Joint Special Operations Operational Procedures 
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JOINT SPECIAL OPERATIONS AREA 

. :. ·;.•' .•· ·~ ·. . ·.: ·. ,·.< . . .•. ,j,' • . . ··:·· .. ~-·: :··· 

A joint special operations area (JSOA) is an area of land, sea, and airspace, defined by a 
joint force commander (JFC) who has geographic responsibilities, for use by a joint special 
operations component or joint special operations task force for the conduct of special operations. 
JFCs may use a JSOA to delineate and facilitate simultaneous conventional and special 
operations in the same general operational area. 

Related Terms 
operational area; special operations 

Souree Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

JOINT SPECIAL OPERATIONS TASK FORCE 

A joint task force c~mposed of special operatio~;''Jij:~~,,~t~;ri~"1~~~;;t~~fi:'6Hi~;tl11 
Service, fanned to carry out a specific special ope~ti9f! otBI'Qs~q;ijt~:~p!§i,~l}}:: 
operations in support of a theater campaign or other ope·~~6Q~i::J'1ifil9lllt\S,~i~Jk!~; 
operations task force may have conventional nori.~P.eb.i~F:c)p~rijffcJ.n~:·;:ijH~s:~~~; 
assigned or attached to support the conduct of SJ)ecific :mlssions%)\1~6\caiiea:;o:: 

JSOTF. . .:: ·:-·::::.~::iJi:J):~::;r:~};'~;~:-;:;~:~~j:!~·j}u~:l~·:~~)~~~~l~1'~': 
A Joint Special Operations Task Force (JSOTF) is organized in a manner similar to 

conventional joint task force (JTF). A JSOTF normally is developed to meet a specific 
special operations (SO) mission or a campaign ·of limited duration. It may be formed as a 
standing organization, depending on National Command Authorities or theater command 
guidance. For example, a geographic combatant commander could elect to form a JTF to 
prosecute operations in a specific region of the theater and a JSOTF subordinate to that JTF 
to plan and execute SO required to support the overall conventional effort. Likewise, a 
theater special operations command (SOC) could establish a JSOTF to focus on a specific 
mission or region within the area of responsibility assigned by the· geographic combatant 
commander. 

A JSOTF is an organization flexible in both size and composition. Its flexibility provides 
its primary utility. A JSOTF may be small and temporary or larger and more enduring, 
depending upcin the national objective or theater task at hand. It may be specifically established 
as a joint organization to meet a specific mission or campaign or it may be formed around an 
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existing Service force structure. In the latter case, an existing theater SOC component might 
be directed to form the core of a JSOTF when the preponderant force comes from that 
component. In such an instance, the existing headquarters would be augmented by appropriate 
forces from other Services and components. (See figure below.) 

For example, a theater SOC commander may designate the Army special operations forces 
(SOF) component as a JSOTF to pursue a foreign internal defense (FID) operation in a given 
country. In this instance, the Army SOF is the preponderant force, but it may require 
augmentation in the form of air, maritime, or headquarters staff support to provide military 

· assistance beyond its own capabilities. The FID and/or Security Assistance role presents 
some unique operational control considerations. Routinely, military personnel conducting 
such a program are operationally responsible to a military assistance group that reports to the 
US Ambassador. 

Related Terms 
special operations 

JP 3-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 
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subordinate unified command, joint task force, or subordinate functional component (when 
a functional component command will employ forces from more than one Service) must be 
composed of Service members that comprise significant elements of the joint force. Positions 
on the staff should be divided so that Service representation and influence generally reflect 
the Service composition of the force. 

A joint force commander (JFC) is authorized to organize the staff and assign responsibilities 
to individual Service members assigned to the staff as deemed necessary to ensure unity of 
effort and accomplishmentof assigned missions. A joint staff should be reasonably balanced 
as to numbers, experience, influence of position, and rank of the members among the Services 
concerned. In determining the composition of a joint staff, due regard should be given to the 
composition of the forces and the character of the contemplated operations to ensure the 
commander's staff understands the capabilities, needs, and limitations of each comix>nent 
part of the force. The number of personnel on a joint staff should be kept to the minimum 
consistent with the task to be performed. For the staff to function smoothly and properly, the 
personnel who compose the joint staff should be assigned to it long enough to gain experience 
and .be effective. Each person assigned to serve on a joint staff will be resp<>nsible to the JFC 
and should have thorough knowledge of the JFC's policies. 

The commander of a force for which a joint staff is established should ensure that the 
recommendations of any member of the staff receive consideration. The degree of authority 
to act in the name of and for the commander is a matter to be specifically prescribed by the 
commander. Orders and directives from a higher to a subordinate command should be issued 
in the name of the commander of the higher command to th_e commander of the immediate. 
subordinate command and not directly to elements of that subordinate command. Exceptions 
may sometimes be required under certain emergency or crisis situations. Command and 
control of nuclear forces is an example of one such exception. 

To expedite the execution of orders and directives and to promote teamwork between 
commands, a commander may authorize his staff officers to communicate directly with 
appropriate staff officers of other collllilands concerning the details of plans and directives 
that have been received or are to be issued. Each staff division must coordinate its actions 
and planning with the other staff divisions concerned and keep them currently informed of 
actions taken and the progress achieved. Norman y, each of the general joint staff divisions is 
assigned responsibility for a particular type of problem and subject and for coordinating the 
work of the special staff divisions and other agencies of the staff that relate to that problem or 
subject. 

Joint staff divisions and special staff sections should be limited to those functions for 
which the JFC is responsible or that require the commander's general supervision in the 
interest of unity of effort. The authority that establishes a joint force should make the provisions 
for furnishing necessary personnel for the commander's staff. 

Staff Organization. The staff organization should generally conform to the principles 
established in this section. 

Principal Staff Officer. The Chief of Staff functions as the principal staff officer, assistant, 
and adviser to the commander. The Chief of Staff coordinates and directs the work of the 
staff divisions. One or more deputies to the Chief of Staff and a secretary of the staff may be 
provided to assist the Chief of Staff in the performance of assigned duties. A deputy Chief of 
Staff should normally be from a Service other than that of the Chief of Staff. The secretary of 
the staff is the executive in the office of the Chief of Staff and is responsible for routing and 
forwarding correspondence and papers and maintaining office records. 
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• Logistics Division (J-4). The J-4 is charged with the formulation of logistic plans and 
with the coordination and supervision of supply, maintenance, repair, evacuation, 
transportation, engineering, salvage, procurement, health services, mortuary affairs, 
communications system support, security assistance, host-nation support, and related 
logistic activities. Because many of the problems confronting this division are necessarily 
of a single-Service nature, the established policies of the Military Departments should 
be considered. This division is responsible for advising the commander of the logistic 
support that can be provided for proposed courses of action. In general, this division 
formulates policies to ensure effective logistic support for all forces in the command and 
coordinates execution of the commander's policies and guidance. 

• Plans.and Policy Division (J-5 ). The J-5 assists the commander in long-range or future 
planning, preparation of campaign and joint operation plans, and associated estimates of 
the situation. The Plans and Policy Division may contain an analytic cell that conducts 
simulations and analyses to assist the commander in plans preparationactivities,or such 
a cell may be established as a special staff division or section. When the commander 
does not organize a separate Plans and Policy Division, the planning functions are 
perforined by the Operations Division. 

• Command, Control, Communications, and Computer Systems Division (J-6). The J-6 
assists the commander in all responsibilities for communications, electronics, and 
automated information systems. This includes development and integration of C4 
architectures and plans which support the command's operational and strategic 
requirements, as well as policy and guidance for implementation and integration of 
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interoperableC4 systems to exercise command in the execution of the mission. When a 
commander does not organize a separate C4 systems division, these functions may be 
performed by the Operations Division or by a special staff division or section. 

joint force 

. JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

JOINT STRATEGIC CAPABILITIES PLAN 

The Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP) provides the strategic direction required to 
coordinate the planning efforts of the combatant commanders in pursuit of national strategic 
objectives and to integrate their efforts with those of the remainder of the Joint Planning and 
Execution Community. The JSCP is the link between strategic planning accomplished through 
the Joint Strategic Planning System and joint operation planning conducted through Joint 
Operation Planning and Execution System. The major factors used in developing the JSCP 
are shown in the figure below. It is the primary vehicle through which the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff exercises his responsibility to provide for the preparation of joint operation 
plans. 

The JSCP and its annexes, as well as the administrative procedures governing its preparation, 
are described in detail in CJCS MOP 7, to be revised as CJCSI 3100.01. The JSCP initiates 
deliberate joint operation planning by: 

• assigning planning tasks to the combatant commanders; 
• apportioning major combat forces and resources; 
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• issuing planning guidance to integrate the joint operation planning activities of the entire 
JPEC within a coherent, focused framework. 

The JSCP base document provides the following: 
• A summary of the current national military strategy for deterrence and war and a statement 

of general strategic taskings to combatant commanders. The JSCP provides the strategic 
direction required to coordinate the efforts of the combatant commanders in the attainment 
of national military objectives. · 

• Planning guidance to the combatant commanders governing the development of plans. 
• Planning guidance to the Services and Combat Support Agencies for supporting the 

combatant commanders in the execution of assigned objectives and tasks. 
• A list of major combat forces expected to be available during the planning period under 

various conditions of mobilization and apportionment of those forces to the combatant 
commanders for planning. 

• Service- and force-unique information and limitations on the use of specific forces as 
required to meet plan taskings. 

• An intelligence estimate for planning. This estimate is an appraisal of available 
intelligence relating to a specific situation or condition with a view to determining the 
courses of action open to the enemy or potential enemy and the order of probability of 
their adoption. It will support activities during the JSCP planning cycle. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planrung;joint strategic planning system 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

JOINT STRATEGIC PLANNING SYSTEM 
·. · ·: : :·· . · ·. ·· ·· ·. · · ·· · · ·. · · · · , . ·.·.·. ··: · · · · ·.· ·::· ~::\;;~:~~~ff~Jr~lfr~(~1:t?i~~J~:~!If~~r~~n~~~~~~~1~~f~ 

The primary ·means by which the Chairman of the Joh1fChi~f$10.f·~St$ff;';>if!)''1')J 
consultation with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff an(:J.UJ~:bQffi®t'ijl,if!l~Yl 
commanders, carries out his statutory responsibilities to a~'st'~H.:et'P~~~d~~~:::;f 
and Secretary of. Defense in providing strategic direction t~)jhe::ari-ri~if9r9~1~iy;.; 
prepares strategic plans; prepares and reviews eontingency,plan~·;;ad~s~~'~t)~~\;~.~ 
President and Secretary of Defense on requirements, prograrns,jlnd!&.4~9~~;:;,{~ 
and provides net·assessment on the capabilities of the Aniled·'F?rcti:~:'q~Jh~·:;!'> 

. United States and its allies as compared with those of their pote.ntial!~ay~~li.~;~U::;J 

Also called JSPS. ~· A~.;}\: M~)}i?:·.;_ .... :~.·'.:,·,'.· ..... :''.:·,··~.:.··.:..' .•.. :··.· .. ·.•.:.[····.; .. ~.~.'.· .. :.·.::~ .. -~.~.:.• ... ' .. ,;··~;·:" ..•. 2 .•. •• .•. -.: .•. · ... ··::···.·······.: ..•. ·.·.·.·:. : . ::'·.:,.:·~~ ~;:/~~)~~;{r~~~~~-~~i ~:· ':·.~ .:, w~ * ··~;·. 

General. The Joint Strategic Planning System (JSPS) is the primary formal means by 
which the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the other members of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders, carries out his statutory responsibilitieS 
required by title 10, US Code, 6 April1991, and furtherdelineatectin Department of Defense 
(DOD) 5100.1, 25 September 1987. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of S~ff (CJCS) 
memor~dum of policy (MOP) 7 to be revised as CJCSI 3100.01, provides policy and 
procedures governing the operation of the JSPS. The purpose and outputs of the JSPS are 
summarized in the figure below. 

The central process of the JSPS is the Joint Strategy Review (JSR). The JSR is a continuous 
process that assesses the strategic environment for issues and factors that affect the National 
Military Strategy (NMS) in the near-term or the long-range·. It continuously gathers 
information; examines current. emerging and future issues, threats, technologies, organizations, 
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capabilities of the POM force and the support levels required to attain US national security 
objectives. 

Joint. Strategic Planning System Interactions. The JSPS is a flexible and interactive 
system intended to provide supporting military advice to the DOD Planning, Programming, 
and Budgeting System (PPBS) and strategic guidance for use in Joint Operation Plan.ning 
and Execution System. The JSPS provides the me~s for the Chairman, in coordination with 
the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders, to review the 
national security environment and US national security objectives. Additionally, it provides 
the means to evaluate the threat; assess current strategy and existing or proposed programs 
and budgets; and propose military strategy, programs, and forces necessary to achieve those 
·national security objectives in a resource-limited environment consistent with policies and 
priorities established by the President and the Secretary of Defense. 

The JSPS is also a formal means by which the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and the combatant commanders carry out some of their statutory responsibilities. Therefore, 
the JSPS process m.ust establish the opportunity for their timely and substantive participation 
in the development of every JSPS document. As programs are developed and resources 
allocated,.JSPS products and JSPS-related documents provide a means to evaluate capabilities 
and to assess the adequacy and risk associated with the programs and budgets of the Military 
Departments and Defense agencies and, where appropriate, propose changes to those programs 
and budgets in conformity with strategic priorities. 

JSPS Plans and Documents. The JSPS comprises plans and documents that are described 
in CJCS MOP 7 and will not be superseded by other documents without the express approval 
of the Chairman, in coordination with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

JSPS-Related Assessments and Guidance. In addition to the JSPS plans and documents 
included in CJCS MOP 7, assessments are performed and planning guidance is issued to 
support those plans and documents. The following is a list of assessments and guidance that 
contain critical JSPS-related information and other key documents. 

Joint Military Net Assessment (JMNA). The JMNA is prepared by the Chairman in 
coordination with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant 
commanders. It is submitted annually to the Secretary of Defense for his approval and 
submission to Congress in conjunction with the submission of the defense budget. The 
JMNA fulfills the Secretary of Defense's statutory duty to.submit to Congress an annual 
comprehensive net assessment of the defense capabilities and programs of the Armed Forces 
of the United States and its allies compared with those of potential adversaries. 

Logistics Sustainability Analysis (LSA). The LSA of an operation plan will be completed 
during the development and maintenance of the combatant commanders' operational plan. 
The LSA provides a broad assessment of key logistic capabilities by: documenting the results 
of a process that assures an integrated evaluation of key logistic capabilities, identifying 
logistic support short-falls and assessing the risks, and providing a baseline for the Joint 
Monthly Readiness Review process. The LSA builds upon assessments, which are formed in 
collaboration with the Services, supporting commanders, and DOD Agencies. The LSA 
assesses the combined support capabilities represented by the four pillars oflogistics: material, 
logistic support forces, infrastructure, and lift. The LSA integrates the assessments of the 
individual pillars of logistics by optimizing and balancing their contributions as both enablers 
and constrainers of logistic support. Preparation of this analysis is a two step process. It 
begins with the Services and DOD Agencies assessment of their ability to support the 
commander of a combatant command's (CINC's) plan, followed by the CINC's assessment 
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Destructive Means. Destructive means seek the destruction of the target system or operating 
personnel. The effects are cumulative and increase aircraft survivability, but destructive 
means may place large demands on the available combat capabilities/forces. Examples of 
destructive suppression of enemy air defenses capabilities are bombs, air and surface-to­
surface missiles, air scatterable mines, and artillery. 

Disruptive Means. Disruptive means temporarily deny, degrade, deceive, delay, or neutralize 
enemy air defense systems to increase aircraft survivability. Disruptive means may be either 
active or passive. 

• Active Means include electronic attack (antiradiation missiles, directed energy, 
electromagnetic jamming and electromagnetic deception) expendables (chaff, flares, 
and decoys), tactics such as deception, avoidance, or evasive flight profiles, and unmanned 
aerial vehicles. 

• Passive Means include emission control. camouflage, infrared shielding, warning 
receivers, and material design features. 

Mutual Support. Joint air operations may require support for suppression of enemy air 
defenses from resources other than aircraft. The joint force commander may direct components 
to support joint air operations with assets, capabilities, or forces, in addition to the air 
capabilities/forces provided. The measures a commander may request include the following: 

• reconnaissance and target-acquisition support to gain specific coverage in the area of 
operations. 

• electronic warfare to provide close-in jamming and standoff jamming of radar, data 
links, and voice communication signals. 

Related Terms 
joint suppression of enemy air defenses 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-01.4 mP for Joint Suppression of Enemy Air Defenses (J-SEAD) 
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?"'ltlsl.slmlllarlly lin~;i;~t~~~~ !::~'Bt ·· 
operations to suppress enemy a 

··::::strllfJng· a'nd bombing enemy artlll~ry and 
: :)I me~ the mission oll1,~trallzlng'.destroyi . : ... 

::=~~t~~"t~:=~~==~=~tj~ •. 
· · .grown~tremendou·s•v-:lri lmporianceJ.:: 
force.-.oft~Qoo alrcnlft'flylng two:;,...···.,.,··--

. perc~nt. 8ttrHion: f&~e/that air .fo~e .. 
:. alrcraft.remalnin'g"althe end of:30.days 
": to 1o.·percent, that~~me.alrfor~e·:Would 

ah'craft; remaining :afthe end of30 days! 
:. .· ··~.<:;::·:~.::: : . 

. . The·'advent of radaf'lri'the lnte..War'yeara·mad.::gij: 

· • .:Luftwaffe attempted .. to destroy the . 
Battle of Britain to'"put Britain's eyes out" 
attaining air superiority over Britain 

_wen·as~flghters,- more effective, ·and H;s~·~[~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Importance of the· German radars and flew ri~~~;,~~;~~~.~~~~~f~r~~r~~~~l~~~,lij~!,~ . destroy them. To this end, the British de1VeiO»lfDec~ :a•;rajl:lar 

to three Royal Air. force (RAF) 1Yphoo~s~.~~[~~~~~~~i~~~r~~~~~-~1 as Intended, however~ the aircraft were 
and provided no ne,w Information because the · 

were already well' known. ·<<}:·:~:,;.:,::"::::.·-:g:r:~·;;l;':'()·\,;.:~mi:1ir3:~~:J~:::t·I·1~~ 
. · During. the Second World War, German AA~·.p~~~'l:~'~;~:~t~;}~,Et.;'l.f'Pf!~~QI~~'!'\~J1~ 

deadly defense against Allied aircr~ft~,~b~o~t~h~~ liiiiiiilil rates due to flak during the late summer, 1 
Force was forced . to form specific 
Eighth Air Force measures recommended.' . . . 
AAA threat .. to bllnd:bomblng aircraft. ·when· :. 
to overfly flak defenses en route to and f~in 

to.fly at the highest possible aiitjt~u~d~e§~· ~~~'t,lliilltlll . considerations (I.e.~· ·clouds, formation,·: 
recommended planning bomber spacing a. 

• :; use ·of Window and ·:carpet cou - .. 

·· Wlndow.was the ·code name for chaff, thtn\l~lbi·,~t,:'l~~ffitfiiiiji:~i~ii:;1i!i 

when deployed, reflecting a muc~~:·~a~rg~e!ir~~~~~;r~]i~Jiil~~~-~~ . adding to the radar operators' . . 
protective ·screen for bombers flying with 
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Joint tactics, techniques, and procedures are written for those who implement joint doctrine 
such as: 

• commanders of joint forces; 
• commanders of subordinate commands; 
• commanders at echelons where joint forces interact. 

· Related Terms 
joint doctrine 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1-01 Joint Publication System, Joint Doctrine and JTTP Development Program 

JOINT TARGETING COORDINATION BOARD 

. ; "A:~r()~~ f~~ed by the joint force comma~d~~ i~~~666M~ii~fi~;6;s~ii·~t~~ii6~;,~'·: 
', ov~rsig~tfLinctions ~at may include but are notlirni~~9.:t.9 ?q()Kfif,l(lting,~r~~~ih~ ~;·.' 

·· :)f1fOrri1(lti_on, providin9 targeting guidan~ and pr,C).f:it,i,$~~':M~tJ?:r~p5lri~g<~o·g!<;>.m::~ 
'.refining.joint target lists. The board is.norrri~!ly:cqf11~fi~ed:O,f~,tep.re~e.n~tive~t:; 
. from the:joirittorce staff, all components~ and if n:lql:m:~a~:conJ"po~:~nt~ut)orHinilt~:;t~~ 

: '·'unit~~· :,~,lso called JTCB. · . , · .... · ·:::::.:):; . .:.ii/~~i:1·'·:;[\l~l·~ll~i~;·ti;;t[~~j:'>~>3~:~~~~~1~~~~~,£~~li)T 
Targeting mechanisms should exist at multiple levels. Joint force components identify 

requirements, nominate targets that are outside their boundaries or exceed the capabilities of 
organic and supporting assets (based on joint force commander's (JFC's) apportionment and 
subapportionment decisions), and conduct execution planning. After the JFC makes the 
targeting and apportionment decisions, components plan and execute assigned missions. 

JFCs may establish and task an organization within their staffs to accomplish these broad 
targeting oversight functions or may delegate the responsibility to a subordinate commander. 
Typically, JFCs organize Joint Targeting Coordination Boards (JTCBs). If the JFC so 
designates, a JTCB may be an integrating center for this effort or a JFC-level review 
mechanism. In either case, it needs to be a joint activity comprised of represeJ!tatives from 
the staff, all components, and, if required, their subordinate units. JFCs task commanders or 
staff officers with the JTCB function based on the JFC's concept of operations and the 
individual's experience, expertise, and situational awareness appropriate to the situation. 

The JFC defines the rple of the JTCB. Typically, the JTCB reviews target information, 
develops targeting guidance and priorities, and may prepare and refine joint target lists. The 
JTCB should also maintail! a complete list of restricted targets and areas where special 
operations forces are operating to avoid endangering current or future operations. In 
multinational operations, the JTCB may be subordinate to a multinational Targeting 
Coordination Board, with JFCs or their agents representing the joint force on the multinational 
board. · 

JFCs will normally delegate the authority to conduct execution planning, coordination, 
and deconfliction associated with targeting and will ensure that this process is also a joint 
effort involving applicable subordinate commands. Whoever is designated this responsibility 
must possess or have access to a sufficient command and control infrastructure, adequate 
facilities, and ready availability of joint planning expertise. Should such an agency be charged 
with joint functional command responsibi lities,a joint targeting mechanism is also needed to 
facilitate this process at this level. All components are normally involved in targeting and 
should establish procedures and mechanisms to manage the targeting function. 



JOINT TARGET LIST 

Related Terms 
joint target list; targeting 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

JOINT TARGET LIST· 

\'\~~~~l~~~::~t~~~dta~~~~~side~~fil'l~~,~~~~~ril~j 
The joint target list (JTL) is normally constructed by the unified command with support 

from components and with inputs from the Joint Staff and other national agencies. The JTL 
contains prioritized target categories (command and control, airfields, lines of communications, 
and others as appropriate), listing specific targets. It also contains a sufficient level of detail 
to assist complete target identification, location, and assessment. Upon direction of the joint 
force commander (JFC), the JTL is updated dai I y or as required via target information report 
messages from components. Maintenance of the JTL may be conducted by the JFC's staff or 
asdirectedbytheJFC(e.g.,JointTargetingCoordinationBoard). Duringexecution,theJTL 
continues to serve as an updated reference. Consideration of any requirements imposed by 
the law of armed conflict and rules of engagement is also essential in targeting development. 

Related Terms 
joint targeting coordination board; targeting 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-56.1 Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

JOINT TASK FORCE 

· · · ; - . ·_ · .· : ·::<}~-~~-::~:;~~?~;~?~J::.;2:~;~r<\~:;_:::?:~;~~?}~~;:::>~;:~:~;y:.:;?~:~~~ 
A jointforce that is constituted and so designated by tll~::~.El.Pr!~~~P.f:,G>,:!t~i?~~;,;:;: 
a combatant commander, a subunified commander,:pr;Ei.r:r:~xi~iqg:,ijq~r,Jt}~~~~~U~, 

toree ~mmander. AI~ .called JTF.. : :.:}\\~:;l:~~:~:·/ .. ~~X1f~f£;,tml¥(~!:~~ff~.~~H~;\~~ttJ·<~ 
As shown in the figure below, a joint task force (JTF) is a joint force that is constituted and 

so designated by the Secretary of Defense, a combatant commander; a subordinate unified 
command commander, or an existingjoint task force commander. (A naval force consisting 
of Navy and Marine Corps forces does not by itself constitute a joint task force.) 

A JTF may be established on a geographical area or functional basis when the mission has 
a specific limited objective and does not require overall centralized control of logistics. The 
mission assigned to~ JTF should require execution of responsibilitiesinvolving a joint force 
on ·a significant scale and close integration of effort, or should require coordination within a 
subordinate area or coordination of local defense of a subordinate area. A JTF is dissolved by 
the proper authonty when the purpose for which it was created has been achieved or when it 
is no longer required. · 

The authority establishing a JTF designates the commander and assigns the mission and 
forces. The commander of a JTF exercises operational control over assigned and normally 
over attached forces. The commander is .responsible for making recommendations to the 
superior commander on the proper employment of assigned and attached forces and for 
accomplishing such operational missions as may be assigned by the establishing commander. 
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JTF commanders are also responsible to the establishing commander for the conduct of joint 
training of assigned forces. 

The JTF commander may also be a Service component commander. When this is the case, 
the commander also has the responsibilities associated with Service component command 
for the forces belonging to the parent Service. 

The commander of aJTF will have a joint staff with appropriate members in key positions 
of responsibility from each Service or functional component having significant forces assigned 
to the command. 

joint force 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

JOINT TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

The Joint Transportation Board (JTB) will establish priorities and allocate common-user 
transportation resources within the theater. The JTB ~ill process all requests for 
reapportionment or adjustment of established allocations from the component commanders. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source· Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 
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JOINT WORLDWIDE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

As shown in the figure below, the Joint Worldwide Intelligence Communications System 
(JWICS) satisfies the requirement for secure, high.:.speed, multimedia transmission services 
for intelligence information. JWICS incqrporates advanced networking technologies that 
permit greater throughput and capacity, making possible the use of circuit is available. The 
architecture optimizes flexibility to focus intelligence efforts efficient! y and assure that support 
is maximized for a theater engaged in military operations. 

All-source intelligencedissemination in support of joint operations at the national, theater, 
and subordinate joint force levels will be via JWICS. This system supports the production, 
dissemination, and display of fused intelligence critical to theater battle management The 
architecture provides access to data from national, theater and tactical intelligence organizations 
and sources primarily from a "push-pull" system. A "pull" concept will result in joint force 
commanders (JFCs) receiving only high-quality, relevant intelligence based on their mission 
and phase of the operation. The "pull~' capability is designed to prevent communications 
circuit saturation. In addition, time-sensitive intelligence will be "pushed" to JFCs and · 
components via dedicated broadcasts applications that take advantage of multimedia 
technologies including video teleconferencing. Each JWICS node can create, receive, transmit, 
and store video images as well as voice, text, graphics, and data. Information can be either 
broadcast or shared interactively among JWICS subscribers on a point-to-pointor multipoint 
basis. The JWICS circuit can be managed via allocation of bandwidth, allowing simultaneous 
use of the link for multiple applications. JWICS is an integral part of the sensitive 
compartmented information portion of the Defense Information Systems Network. 
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Related Terms 
intelligence 

Sources Joint Publications 
JP 2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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KEY ELEMENTS OF THE LOGISTIC SYSTEM 

Lines Of Communications. The lines of communications (LOCs) consist of all the routes 
(land, water, and air) that connect an operating military force with a theater base of operations 
and along which supplies and militaiy forces move. 

Theater Transportation Network. The ports, bases, airports, rail heads, pipeline terminals, 
and trailer transfer points that serve as the reception and transshipment points for the LOCs. 

Units. Specified units are responsible for operating the seaports, bases, and airports. 
Hos.t-Nation Support. Desired civil and military assistance from allies that includes: en 

route support, reception, onward movement, and sustainment of deploying US forces. 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publieations 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

KEY PLANNING CONCEPTS 

To facilitate coordination of strategic priorities, deliberate and crisis action plans should 
contain key planning concepts that enhance understanding of the combatant commander's 
strategic vision and the sequence of operations needed to attain the commander's theater 
objectives. These concepts are shown in the figure below. Because of the ambiguous nature 
of the threat in some plans, all of these concepts may not be applicable. Where possible, they 
should at least be considered and identified in the plan. 

KEY PLANNING CONCEPTS: 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

Source Joint Publications . 
JP5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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LANDING PLAN 

Amphibious Operations. The landing plan is essentially the plan for the ship~ to-shore 
movement of the landing force (LF). It is predicated on the scheme of maneuver ashore and 
the means available to move the LF ashore. 

Planning for the ship-to-shore movement follows a general sequence of development. 
Detailed planning for the ship-to-shore movement cannot begin until after the concept of 
operations ashore (including the scheme of maneuver) is formulated and approved. The 
landing plan must be substantially completed before embarkation planning c~ begin. The 
landing plan must be carefully integrated with the plan of supporting fires and must provide 
for the requisite combat service support of all forces ashore. 

Basic Considerations. 
Basic Requirements. The basic requirements for maximum support to initial tactical 

operations ashore are the maintenance of tactical integrity in the LF and achieving the required 
degree of concentration or dispersion of assault shipping. 

• Tactical Integrity. The organization for landing must ensure adequate control upon landing 
with a rapid achievement of overall tactical control by commanders of each echelon. 
Maintenance of tactical integrity is· accomplished by proper combat loading of ~ssault 
shipping and by proper assignment of troops to landing ships, landing craft, amphibious 
vehicles, and helicopters in the landing plan. 

• Concentration or Dispersion of Assault Shipping. The required degree of concentration 
or dispersion of assault shipping is reflected in the organization of sea areas in the objective 
area, including preparation and implementation of the sea echelon plan. 

Availability of Amphibious Shipping and Ship-to-Shore Movement Assets. The type and 
quantity of available assault shipping and ship-to-shore movement assets will influence every 
aspect of the planning and execution of an amphibious operation. 

Defense of the Amphibious Task Force. The protection of the amphibious task force 
(ATF) is a matter of mutual concern to and cooperation between the commander of the 
amphibious task force and the commander of the landing force. Two types of threats must be 
consider~d in planning and executing an amphibious operation: threatsto the LF and threats 
to ATF shipping. LF planning must consider the use of LF assets (e.g., aircraft, REDEYE 
missiles) in the defense of the ATF. Protection comprising both active and passive measures 
must be provided during all phases of the amphibious operation. Of particular importance 
during the ship-to-shore movement is the protection acquired through speed of execution and 
aggressiveness in the conduct of the assault. 

• Active Protection. Active protection includes offensive air operations, air ·defense, 
antisubmarine and anti-small-boat screens, covering forces, electronic countermeasures, 
smoke, and naval gunfire. 

• Passive Protection. Passive protection places major emphasis on dispersion and mobility. 
Dispersion is achieved initially through unit separation afforded by the proper embarkation 
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• near dominating terrain, good road networks, and terrain favorable for defense against 
attack; 

• sufficient in size for rapid delivery of the force or, if airdropped, to allow delivery in a 
single pass; 

• adequate cover and concealment for troops to assemble and reorganize near the landing 
area; 

• minimum construction required to maintain or upgrade an airfield~ LZ, or EZ; 
• outside the range of enemy suppressive fires. 

Mass aerial delivery of forces requires large, unobstructed drop zone areas 
from which the forces can effect a rapid assembly and reorganization. 
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fP 3-02.1 
TP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Landing Force Operations 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

LANDING ZONE 

: . .<~;·:~~~~[~\;z:;~~·~i~~~~t!,n~~~~~~Fft~ ·. · 
General. A landing zone (LZ) is any specified zone used for the landing ·of aircraft. In the 

heater airlift context, LZs are usually less sophisticated than airfields, with facilities meeting 
Jnly the minimum requirements of anticipated operations by specific aircraft. They may 
;ary from isolated dirt strips with no off-runway aircraft-handling areas to hard surface airfields 
Nith limited support infrastructure. The main advantage of La is that in most cases it is 
:JOssible to find or construct one nearer ground comb.at units than existing airfields. A close­
Jy, but less sophisticated LZ offers fewer delays in providing air land resupply to forward 
Jeployed troops. 

The parameters for selecting and preparing LZs are many, but they usually include: 
mticipated capacity requirements; the nearness of the LZ to the user; the operating and 
.lefensive requirements of the aircraft expected to transit the field, and; the time and engineering 
~apabilities available and required to open and/or maintain the LZ. 

Locations. The component commanders and the joint force engineer determine the most 
;uitable LZ locations. The sel~cted sites must meet Air Force operational requirements, 
~round component requirements, and construction considerations. 

Construction. If an airfield is to be constructed, the supported component engineer, the 
oint force commanderdesignatedrepresentative,and the Air Force staff engineer must agree 
m its specific site. The supported component engineer controls the seleCted site until the 
lesignated representative of the airlift mission commander accepts use of the LZ. 

Aircraft may have to use LZ facilities before construction is completed. In addition to 
~mergency landing situations, delivery of additional construction equipment, emergency 
;upplies, or reinforcing units may be necessary. Such use should be joi.ntly agreed to by the 
;upported component construction engineer and the designated representative of the airlift 
nission commander. 

When established construction requirements have been met and the airlift mission 
;ommanderor designated representative accepts the LZ, operational control of the LZ.passes 
o the airlift mission commander. The construction engineer assigns a minimal force to repair 
md maintain the critical landing surfaces, taxiway, and hardstands. The composition and 
;ize of the unit will depend on the threat situation, type and location of the LZ, availabilityof 
:ngineer forces, expected LZ use, and weather. 

Ciiteria. Although the senior planning headquarters assigns the general landing area, 
.ubordinate units usually designate specific La. DesirablecharacteristicsofLZs are ease of 
dentification from the air; a straight, unobstructed, and secure approach for aircraft; and 
:lose proximity to ground objectives. LZs to be developed into more sophisticated facilities 
hould have these additional characteristics as shown in the figure below. 

LZs should be classified according to the applicable aircraft and airfield criteria furnished 
'Y the construction engineer. Essential airland facilities should be. identified before the 
1peration begins. Minimum facilities are provided initially to permit early occupancy and 
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law of anned conflict; rules of engagement 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

LEAD AGENCY 

LEAD AGENCY 

Designated amen~' us_ Government agencies iri~-~-k~in-~i~~:.:fh~';'~hl~~ij-~~sYf~U 
oversight of the day-to-day conduct of an·ongoing~Qpe~tic)fi_l-:::}T;'tf~iJEj~t:ji'~Q~PPYiU; 

:~::~;EL~:!~::~=~~~~~!~~:i~~~fil~fl,~ff!J 
The National Security Council (NSC) staff normally designates the lead agency for situations 

in which the Department of Defense will participate, but lead agency responsibility can be 
situationally dependent, with the NSC staff setting the agenda. Among US government 
agencies, a charter enables the NSC to discharge responsibilities with the active support of 
otherS assigned to the problem. While not inviolate, the principle of lead agency is applied to 
a variety of functions requiring interagency coordination. Application of the principle is not 
limited to national-level coordination. It can be applied at the tactical level with counterpart 
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LEVELS OF AUTHORITY 

The authority vested in a commander must be commensurate with the responsibility assigned. 
There are various levels of authority used for US military forces, four are command 
relationships- combatant command (command authority), operational control, tactical 
control, and support. The other authorities are coordinating authority, administrative control, 
and direct liaison· authorized. 

Related Terms 
administrative control; combatant command (command authority); coordinating authority; 
direct liaison authorized; operational control; support; tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

LEVELS OF LOGISTIC SUPPORT 

Joint doctrine states that there are three levels of war- strategic, operational, and tactical. 
They apply in war and in operations other than war. Logistic support within these levels is 
demonstrated in the way the Joint Staff, Services, and warfighting commanders handle logistics. 
The Joint Staff and Services concentrate on strategic logistic matters. The supported and 
supporting commanders' logistic staffs manage both the strategic and operational logistic 

· issues affecting missions assigned to the combatant commanders in the Joint Strategic 
Capabilities Plan by the National Command Authorities and other such areas as directed by 
the combatant commander. The Services and the subordinate commanders down to their 
battlefield logisticians at the unit and ship level, deal with operational and tactical logistic 
responsibilities, including developing procedures, doctrine, and training for supplying 
personnel with all necessary materiel to do their jobs. All levels are interrelated, with constraints 
at any level limiting options of decision makers. Within therr areas of responsibility, geographic 
combatant commanders may establish a theater of war and, if needed, subordinate theaters of 
operations. The logistic concept should support theater activity by properly orgariizing support 
from the continental US base to the combat zone. The figure below shows a broad framework 
for this organization and the scope of logistic support needed to support a theater. All levels 
of logistics involve combat service support and affect the sustainability of forces in the combat 

' ( 

zone. 

457 



LEVELS OF WAR 

levels of war 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LEVELS OF WAR 

General. The levels of war are doctrinal perspectives that clarify the links between strategic 
objectives and tactical actions. Although there are no finite limits or boundaries between 
them, the three levels, in general. are strategic. operational, and tactical. They apply to both 
war and operations other than war. (See figure below.) 

Levels of command, size of units. types of equipment, or types of forces or components are 
not associated with a particular level. National assets such as intelligence and communications 
satellites, previously considered principally in a strategic context, are an important adjunct to 
tactical operations. Actions can be defined as strategic, operational, or tactical based on their 
effect or contribution to achieving strategic, operational, or tactical objectives; but many 
times the accuracy of these labels can only be determined during historical studies. 

Advances in technology, information age media reporting, and the compression of time­
space relationships contribute to the growing inter-relationships between the levels of war. 
The levels of war help commanders visualize a logical flow of operations, allocate resources, 
and assign tasks to the appropriate command.· However, commanders at every level must be 
aware that in a world of constant. immediate communications, any single event may cut 
across the three leveis. 

The Strategic Level. The strategic level is that level of war at which a nation, often as a 
member of a group of nations, determines national or multinational (alliance or coalition) 
strategic security objectives and guidance and develops and uses national resources to 
accomplish these objectives. Strategy is the art and science of developing and employing 
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armed forces and other instruments of national power in a synchronized fashion to secure 
national or multinational objectives. The National Command Authorities (NCA) translate 
policy into national strategic military objectives. These military objectives facilitate theater 
strategic planning. 

A geographic combatant commander usually participates in discussions with the NCA 
through the Chainnan of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and with allies and coalition members. The 
theater strategy is thus an element that relates to both US national strategy and operational 
activities within the theater. Strategy, derived from policy, is the basis for all operations. 

The Operational Level. The operational level links the tactical employment of forces to 
strategic objectives. The focus at this level is on operational art- the use of military forces 
to achieve strategic goals through the design, organization, integration, and conduct of 
strategies, campaigns, major operations, and battles. Operational art determines when, where, 
and for what purpose major forces will be employed and should mfluence the enemy disposition 
before combat It governs the deployment of those forces, their commitment to or withdrawal 
from battle, and the arrangement of battles and major operations to achieve operational and 
strategic objectives. 

Operational art. helps commanders use resources efficiently and effectively to achieve 
strategic objectives. It provides a framework to assist commanders in ordering their thoughts 
when designing campaigns and. major operations. . Operational art helps commanders 
understand the conditions for victory before seeking battle, thus avoiding unnecessary battles. 
Without operational art. war would be a set of disconnected engagements, with relative attrition 
the only measure of success or failure. 

Operational art requires broad vision, the ability to anticipate, and effective joint and 
multinational cooperation. Operational art is practiced not only by joint force commanders 

459 



/ . 

LIAISON 

Force interaction with regard to enemy forces is another way for JFCs to achieve 
concentration in the various dimensions. JFCs arrange symmetrical and asymmetrical actions 
to take advantage of friendly strengths and enemy vulnerabilities and to preserve freedom of 
action for future operations. The history of joint operations highlights the enormous lethality 
of asymmetrical operations and the great operational sensitivity to such threats. Asymmetrical 
actions that pit joint force strengths against enemy weaknesses and maneuver in time and 
space can provide decisive advantage. Asymmetrical operations are particularly effective 
when applied against enemy forces not postured for immediate tactical battle but instead 
operating in more vulnerable aspects- operational deployment and/or movement, extended 
logistic activity (including rest and refitting), or mobilization and training (inch.1ding industrial 
production). There are literally dozens of potential modes of attack to be considered as JFCs 
plan the application of air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces against the various 
aspects of enemy capabilities. 

As a final part of force interaction, JFCs must take action to protect or shield all elements 
of the joint force from enemy symmetrical and asymmetrical action. This function of protection 
has particular relevance in joint warfare, as JFCs seek to reduce the vulnerab~lity of their 
forces and enhance their own freedom of action. JFCs gain decisive advantage over the 
enemy through leverage. This leverage can be achieved in a variety of ways. Asymmetrical 
actions that pit joint force strengths against enemy weaknesses and maneuver in time and 
space can proyide decisive .advantage. Synergy from the concentration and integration of 
joint force actions also provides JFCs with decisive advantage. Leverage allows JFCs to 
impose their will on the enemy, increase the enemy's dilemma, and maintain the initiative. 

operational art 

JPI 
JP3-0 

LIAISON 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

. · · ~ · · .. · ..... :-?~~~.:.:~ . .:x~ ~<>)i :~ .~:>;<.<~_,:j(-~;d~.;·)·:·/:r\f?!~~~;:~r:.r~~J;,~~~~})~. 
That contact or intercommunication maintained between·:~lemS.h~s: -~f:,!rnilitB,rY:::i:' 

tO~es to ensure mutual unde~anding and unHy·0.~~~~~~~·tftf~~!1!!~ 
Liaison is an important aspect of joint force command and control. Liaison teams or 

individuals may be dispatched from higher to lower, lower to higher, laterally, or any 
combination of these. They generally represent the interests of the sending commander to 
the receiving commander, but can greatly promote understanding of the commander's intent 
at both the sending and receiving headquarters. 

Experience shows liaison is a particularty important part of command, control, 
comrimnications, and computers in a joint force. Recalling Clausewitz' analogy of a military 
force as an intricate machine, ample liaison parties, properly manned and equipped, may be 
viewed as a lubricant that helps keep that machine working smoothly. The Gulf War vividly 
demonstrated the role of effective liaison in both the joint and multinational contexts. 

In the realm of command, ample and effective liaison parties and teams served to keep 
communications constant and effective. For example, US Marine Forces Central Command 
had liaison teams with US Air Forces Central Command (CENTAF), including all seven 
CENTAF airborne command aircraft, US Army Forces Central Command (ARCENT), US 
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Naval Forces Central Command, and the major coalition commands. The US Central 
Command special operations command had numerous liaison teams with coalition military 
forces, which played major roles in coordinating fire support and other aspects of military 
operations. ARCENT sent out several very large liaison teams, including teams to both 
major coalition groups of land forces. This partial listing of liaison activities was in addition 
to the "normal" liaison extended among and between the ·armed forces (for example, Air 
Naval Gunfire Liaison Company teams, Air Force tactical air control parties, Army ground 
liaison teams to the Air Force, and Navy liaison to the Air Force). In short, liaison teams 
played an Important and effective role in reducing the frictions associated with a large and 
complex collection of forces. 

JPI 
JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

LINEAR AND NON-LINEAR OPERATIONS 

. ,'The.fulldlmensionaijofnt campaig~ is in majgf:ft~~~~t~:[~~~a!iit~~~t~~~k~t~ljl~:~~[~~;~ 
· dom(n~nteffects of air,. sea, space, and special opif!icJI@n§)(paj(IbJ!,S!€(!i'ijjqlj!~qh'{ii.~\;?~ 

indf!pendently of the front line of ground troops~ •:/I}J~:{fjjp,/!~t.~tjt.!!!ll!~l!;;;.t?Pf!,@,f!r?,ij~j{{ij:~ 
• land battles, interacting ·with the modem dynam/C$..:tifla._pi:J/ifg}iJD./Jl:i~i!.?tkt!.?!lt.?~tf)p(l!,liJ):;tJ 

· .~:s::::r::a:~://:Jd::;;;~~~~~%r/d:t::s~~ z:¢lf~~~~~~:f~#%~~~Wif~1itf/i:W~1 
and-enable these operations to be supported and~X(t,nq~f/;t/Jr!)u··ifioiitthe:thiia.tii(!::':,;:1 

· . · .· .. ·. ·... . · · · < ·%ji:,~~~-t:!l·~1f'·~f:!~0[:~:~r;~, ... ,. . ~ . . . . . .. · ~:t1:l::?~z~J.::::·~ 
Joint Pub 1, Joint Warfare of the Armed··Forces· of:th&'.Unlted~States:·~~k~ 

. . .· ·.·_~;:.:~~H(::~~:~:·~~J~:~:~t~~-@J~~~1:tr;;:.:l~:.tg~i:~if~~tH~~~.?~~t~t~~~t1i·t~~1f~~?.~i~t~k 

As technology and doctrines have expanded the lethality, tempo, and depth of operations, 
~e potential for conventional forces to conduct nonlinear operations has increased. Linearity 
refers primarily to the conduct of operations along lines of operations with identified forward 
line of own troops. In linear operations, emphasis is placed on maintaining the position of the 
land force in relation to other friendly forces. From this relative positioning of forces, security 
is enhanced and massing of forces ·can be facilitated. Also inherent in linear operations is the 
security of rear areas, especially lines of communications (LOCs) between sustaining bases 
and fighting forces. World Wars I and II offer multiple examples of linear operations. 

In the land context, nonlinear operations tend to be conducted from selected bases of 
operations (ashore or afloat), but without clearly defined lines of operations. Because rear 
areas are likewise not clearly defined. their security as well as that of LOCs are not priority 
concerns. Operation JUST CAUSE is an excellent exainph~ of a nonlinear operation. In such 
an operation, land forces orient more on their assigned objectives (for example, destroying an . 
enemy force or seizing and controlling critical terrain or population centers) and less oil their 
geographic relationship to other. friendly forces. Maritime operations, special operations, 
and the operations of insurgent forces tend to be nonlinear. To protect themselves, individual 
forces conducting nonlinear operations rely more on situational awareness, mobility 
advantages, and freedom of action than on mass. Nonlinear operations place a premium on 
command, control, communications, computers~and intelligence, mobility, and innovative 
means for sustainment. 

462 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS . 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

LINES OF COMMUNICATIONS 

::\~~~t~s:~~~~~:~~~~~~~~~1filltJiil1JIIIIilf 
Transportation enables the joint campaign to begin and continue. The projection of power 

relies upon th~ mobility inherent in air, naval, and land forces, supported by the defense 
transportation system. Transportation at the strategic and operational levels of war is a complex 
operation. It can best be served by a single, sound deployment concept that reflects en route 
and theater constraints and undergoes minimum rapid changes (which may create unforeseen, 
cascading effects). Experience has shown that the cooperation of all supporting combatant 
commands and Services is required to ensure the efficient coordination and execution of a 
major deployment. Furthermore, transportation requires control of the necessary lines of 
communication (LOCs). Without secure air, sea, space, and land LOCs we cannot reliably 
move forces and materiel, reinforce forward-deployed forces, or sustain the campaign. LOCs 
are included in the list of key elements of the logistic system, as seen in the figure below. 

JP 1 
JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Services of the United States 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 
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LINES OF OPERATIONS 

~~,!~\lll~~~~tf#~#~;~~;~"~~~~~i~f~~i~~~:~~J)Jt 
Lines of operati"ons define the directional orientation of the force in time and space in 

relation to the enemy. They connect the force with its base of operations and its objectives. A 
force operates on interior lines when its operations diverge from a central point and when it 
is therefore closer to separate enemy forces than the latter are to one another. Interior lines 
benefit a weaker force by allowing it to shift the main effort laterally more rapidly than the 
enemy. A force operates on exterior lines when its operations converge on the enemy. 
Successful operations on exterior lines require a stronger or more mobile force, but offer the 
opportunity to encircle and annihilate a weaker or less mobile opponent. 

In modem war, lines of operation attain a three-dimensional aspect and pertain to more 
than just maneuver. Joint force commanders (JFCs) use them to focus combat power effects 
toward a desired end. JFCs apply combat power throughout the three dimensions of space 
and over time in a logical design that integrates the capabilities of the joint force to converge 
on and defeat enemy centers of gravity. 

· Related Terms 

JP 3-0 

LITTORAL 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

Depending on the situation, joint force commanders (JFCs) may conduct operations in the 
littoral to achieve or support joint force objectives. The littoral area contains two parts. First 
is the seaward area from the open ocean to the shore, which must be controlled to support 
operations ashore. Second is the landward area inland from the shore that can be supported 
and defended directly from the sea. Control of the littoral area is often essential to dimensional· 
superiority. Naval operations in the littoral can provide for the seizure of an adversary'sport, 
naval base, or coastal air base to allow entry of other elements of the joint force. 

Controlled littorals often offer the best positions from which to begin, sustain, and support 
joint operations, especially in operational areas with poor infrastructure for supporting 
operations ashore. Sea-based airpower and sea-launched land combat power are formidable 
tools that JFCs can use to gain and maintain initiative. Naval forces operating in littoral areas 
can dominate coastal areas to mass forces rapidly and generate high intensity offensive power 
at times and in locations required by JFCs. Naval forces' relative freedom of action enables 
JFCs to position these capabilities where they can readily strike opponents. Naval forces' 

. I 

very presence, if made known, can pose a threat that the enemy cannot ignore. 
Even when joint forces are firmly established ashore, littoral operations provideJFCs with 

excellent opportunities to achieve leverage over the enemy by operational maneuver from 
the sea. Such operations can introduce significant size forces over relatively great distances 
in short periods of time into the rear or flanks of the enemy. The mobility of naval forces at 
sea, coupled with the ability to rapidly land operationally significant forces, can be key to 
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Destroyers can provide a dominating presence, which joint force 
commanders can use in the littoral area to achieve objectives. 

achieving JFC objectives. These capabilities are further enhanced by operational flexibility 
and the ability to identify and take advantage of fleeting opportunities. 

JP3-0 

LODGMENT 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

A lodgment phase allows the movement and buildup of a decisive combat force in the 
operational area. In operations during peacetime, deployment will normally include 
movements to host-nation air or sea ports. In operations conducted before and during combat, 
initial deployment may require forcible entry, followed by the occupation and expansion of 
lodgment areas. 

phases 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

LOGISTIC CONCEPT 

Combatant Commander's Logistic Concept. Although the commanders of Service 
component commands provide logistic resources, combatant commanders are responsible 
for ensuring that the overall plan for using these resources supports the theater concept of 
operations. 

The Logistic System. A critical element of a theater logistic system is timely integration 
of intertheater and intratheater transportation of personnel and supplies in the theater 
distribution system. The means to move people and equipment forward and to evacuate 
them to the rear is fundamental to successful theater operations. The logistic system ranges 
from the continental US (CONUS) or the deployed support base through a theater port of 

465 



LOGISTIC CONCEPT 

entry and on to the forward areas of the theater. Key elements of the logistic system are 
illustrated in the first figure below. 

Considerations in Developing a Logistic System. (See second figure below.) 
Geography. The planner must examine the impact of topography, climate, and external 

factors affecting the logistic system, especially the impact on the various segments of the 
transportation system, including all waterways, rail, roads, pipelines, and airways. 

;:~~i:f%~t~~:~~f~f0b~:::" :;~fllliliilll[it);. 
Transportation. Many factors stio~ld influence the time-phased selection of transportation 

modes to meet operational requirements. For example, sealift is by far the most efficient 
mode for bulk tonnage; airlift is often the most expedient for people or for rapid movement of 
equipment and supplies when time is critical. On land, rail (for bulk tonnage) and pipeline 
(for bulk liquids) are more efficient than trucks. 

Logistic Capability. The ability of the base infrastructure to receive, warehouse, and issue 
logistic resources influences the efficiency o.f the entire logistic system (for example, through 
the use of speCialized container handling equipment). Infrastructure also limits the size of the 
force that can be supported. 

Logistic Enhancements. Plans should include means to reduce the impact of logistic 
bottlenecks. Some examples are opening or gaining access to high-capacityports, expanding 
airfield parking aprons, additional materials handling equipment, and expedient airfield 
matting. Improved use of commercial International Organization for Standards containers 
vice breakbulk can aid in port clearance; but planners should realize such a container policy 
may create problems elsewhere. 

Logistic Infrastructure Protection. Provisions must be made for security of the logistic 
system because it is an integral part of combat power. 

Echelon of Support. The logistic system must be responsive to the needs of the most 
forward combat forces. It must start from CONUS and extend to the forward area of operations, 
providing supplies and services when and where they are needed. 

Assignment of Responsibility. Combatant commanders should assign responsibility for 
operating the seaports, bases, and airports to the Service components (or host nations, if 
applicable). 

Avaihibility of Wartime Host-Nation Support (HNS). The level of assistance in terms of 
transportation resources, labor, facilities, and materiel that can .be provided by allied nations 
affects the amount of airlift and sealift that may be devoted to initial movement of combat 
forces or sustainment. 

Theater Concept of Logistic Support. The concept of logistic support should derive 
from the estimate of logistic supportability of one or more· courses of action (COAs). The 
commander for a combatant command's (CINC's) directorate for logistics prepares these 
estimates for each al temati ve COA proposed by either the operations or planning directorate. 
The estimate of logistic supportability for the selected .COA along with the logistic system 
frameworkconsiderationsoutlinedabove may be refined into the conceptoflogistic support 

· for an operation or campaign. 
The concept of logistic support is the envisioned manner in which the capabilities and 

resources of the CINCs' components will be employed to provide supply, maintenance, 
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transportation, and engineering services. It is the organization of capabilities and resources 
into an overall theater warfare support concept. 

The concept of logistic support should specify how operations will be supported. It should 
give special attention to the major lines of communications (LOCs) to be developed, as well 
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as wartime HNS to be provided by each allied nation. If there is to be a communications zone 
to support air or land operations or a network of intermediate and advanced bases to support 
naval operations within a theater, the general mganization and functions should be laid out. 
Supporting paragraphs should cover any topics the CINC believes are necessary and may. 
include the following: 

• Guidance on Harmonization. Multiple Military Services (US and allied nations) may 
operate simultaneously within the theater and the LOCs approaching the theater. 
Coordination of functions among all affected commands, nations, and agencies is essential 
to avoid confusion and unnecessary duplication. The combatant commanders should 
provide general guidance, by function and area, wherever needed to ensure unity of 
effort. 

• Logistic Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) Systems. In addition 
to standard operating procedures for C4 systems, consideration should be given to backup 
plans or manual procedures in the event of possible C4 system outages or incompatible 
interfaces during combined operations . 

. • Intratheater Support. Specific guidance should be provided for employment of all 
available logistic infrastructure, including allied civilian and military support. In addition, 
the geographic combatant commander can assign logistic responsibility for the theater 
to the predominant user of a particular category of support (i.e., intratheatertransportation 
is frequently an Army component responsibility). 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTIC DISCIPLINE 

Logistic resources are always constrained. At the theater(strategic) level, these limitations 
are either fiscal constraints or the unavailability of materials, industrial facilities, and skilled 
labor and long leadtimes for mobilization and deployment, which affect the strategic 
concentration of forces and supplies within the theater. At the operational and tactical levels, 
common limitations are attributed to: inadequate transportation means and port capacities; 
insufficient quantities of certain munitions, equipment, and critical spare parts; the lack of 
trained logistic personnel; and the failure to plan for adequate, interoperable command, control, 
communications, and computer systems. Unwise use of logistic resources means combat 
forces will be deprived of manpower, equipment, supplies, or training, and constitutes a 
disregard for economy of force. 

True economy of supply requires the careful planning and buildup of levels to provide 
those resources and combat facilities, based on threat distribution apd phase duration, that are 
essential to initiate and sustain combat operations. At the same time, avoid building too large 
a stockpile. Excess stocks decrease flexibility, drain transportation resources from other 
priorities, and deny sustainment to other areas. In all cases, the cost of any military operation 
must be considered; usually the most efficient means consistent with the concept of operations 
shoul4 be chosen. 

logistics 

JP4-0 
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LOGISTIC PLANNING 

General. As shown in the figure below, operations and logistics are inseparable facets of 
war. Neither can claim primacy;each is integral to the other. Integration of the oper~tionand 
logistic planners' efforts is necessary throughout the planning and execution phases. Although 

. obvious, such integration does not occur automatically. Command interest at all levels is 
essential. 

Sound logistic planning forms the foundation for strategic, operational, and tactical flexibility 
and mobility. To influence the relative combat power of his force, the commander must have 
adequate control of the command's logistic support capability. 

The combatant commanders' campaign and operation plans should have logistic implications 
coordinated at all levels: international, national, Service and functional component, and 
supporting command. 

Adaptability. Plans should make provisions for changes to the concept of operations. 
These changes could include the need for creation of logistic support sites, additional security 
forces, more transportation, expanded port capacity, logistics over-the-shore sites, and 
numerous other increases in logistic overhead. Plans should be written to anticipate changes. 

Benefits of Adequate Logistic Plans. Proper logistic planning will reduce the need for 
emergency measures and logistic improvisations, which are usually expensive and often 
have an adverse effect on subordinate and adjacent commands. 

Equivalenceof Deployment and Employment Planning. Deployment planning is more 
deliberate and methodical than employment planning and lends itself better to automated 
data processing support. Logistic planners must avoid focusing solely on the deployment 
requirements at the expense of sustaining the employment concept of the campaign. Detailed 
logistic planning for employment is equally important and should neither be neglected nor 

LOGISTIC PLANNING 
• ~ ' + • 

Operations. : Lo!Jisttcs 
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delayed until deployment plans are completed~ Only by thorough and concurrent consideration 
of both deployment and employment facets of the campaign or operation will planners be 
able to construct adequate logistic plans. 

Integration. Logistic plans should be integrated with a combatant commander's operation 
plan annexes and with plans of other commands and organizations within the Department of 
Defense, as well as external departments and agencies and wartime host-nation support that 

_ will be supporting the combatant commanders. 
Strategic, Operational, and Tactical Levels. Logistic planning should be done at the 

strategic, operational, and tactical levels. 
Strategic and Operational Logistic Support Concepts. Combatant commanders' strategic 

logistic concept will focus on the ability to generate and move forces and materiel into the 
theater base and on to desired operating locations, where operational logistic concepts are 
employed. With the transportation and distribution systems in mind, planners must determine 
the basic, but broad, mobilization, deployment, and sustainment requirements of the combatant 
commanders' concept of operations. 

Tactical Logistic Support Concepts. This planning is done primarily by the Service 
components. It includes line-item planning and involves the detailed application of the best 
planning factors available from historical usage data, analysis, or exercise experience. Also, 
planners determine the size and precise location of logistic facilities and units. Combatant 

. commanders and their staffs should examine the Service components' methods, assumptions, 
and factors to determine their validity ·and to guard against duplication of effort and any 
tendency to establish unnecessarily high safety margins or standards of living . 

. . uMobility _Js./he tro~ te~/ot a ;supply sy~tem( _ .... ·_. · · ),;i~:1{~~~~~~~~~~~;~:~~~~i~il~~j;j\]j, 

logistics 

JP4-0 

.. · .. ·-:-· ·.·.-: .... ··· 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTIC REFINEMENT 

Logistic refinement is conducted primarily by the Services, the Defense Logistics Agency, 
and Service component commanders under the overall direction of the supported commander. 
Logistic refinement confirms the sourcing of logistic requirements in accordance with Joint 
Strategic Capabilities Plan guidance and assesses the adequacy of resources provided through 
support planning. US Transportation Command coordinates on logistic planning matters 
and hosts conferences dedicatect to logistic planning and refinement. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP 5-0 
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Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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LOGISTICS 

Logistics provides the foundation of our combat power. It can be described as the bridge 
connecting a nation's economy to a nation's warfighting forces. Logistics is the process of 
planning and executing the moveme1,1t and sustainment of operating forces in the execution 
of a military strategy and operations. Areas qf logistic responsibilities are shown in the 
figure below. 

The art of logistics is how to integrate the strategic, operational, and tactical sustainment 
efforts within the theater, while scheduling the mobilization and deployment of units, personnel, 
and supplies in support of the employment concept of a geographic combatant commander. 
The relative combat power military forces can bring to bear against an enemy is constrained 
by a nation's capability to deliver forces and maten'el to the required points of application 
across the range of military operations. Commanders may have more combat forces than 
available logistic resources to move and sustain desired operations. A nation's capability to 
delh:er logistic resources has historically been a major limiting factor in military operations. 
This may be especially true in future joint operations, when demands for military resources 
become highly competitive. . 

.To avoid shortfalls or increased risk in operation plans, logistics must be balanced between 
the combatant commander's needs and logistic resource availability. Logistics is also a function 
of command. To have control over the strategic, operational, and tactical levels of war, one 
must also have control over logistics. For a given area and for a given mission, a single 
command authority should be responsible for logistics. Combatant commanders exercise 
combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) over assigned forces. COCOM includes 
directive authority for logistics, giving the combatant commander the unique ability to shift 
logistic resources within the theater. COCOM cannot be delegated. Normally, this authority 
is exercised through subordinate joint force commanders and Ser:vice and/or functional 
component commanders .. (Note: A commander of a combatant command's (CINC' s) authority 
is generally confined to the theater, while logistic support beyond the theater is usually a 
Service's responsibility. This authority underscores the need for accurate, and well coordinated, 
prior logistic planning between CINCs, Services, supporting agencies, and allies.) 
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Related Terms 
concept of logistic support; estimate of logistic feasibility; logistic concept; logistic discipline; 
logistic planning; logistic refinement; logistic support system; theater concept of logistic 
support 

JP 4.-;0 
Source Joint Publications 

·Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTICS AS A FACTOR IN DETERMINING OBJECTIVES 

Depending on the theater operation and logistic concepts a geographic combatant 
commander employs in a campaign, logistic factors will almost always affect a theater 
campaign and exert different constraints. Strategically, logistic capabilities may limit the 
deployment, concentration, and employment options available to the National Command 
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Authorities, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, or combatant commanders. Operationally, 
theater logistic constraints may dictate the rate of strategic buildup or theater onward movement, 
overall size of the combat force, the depth of any attack, or the speed of advance. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

So.urce Joint ~blications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTICS AS A FORCE MULTIPLIER 

Correlations of combat power between opposing forces are often so close that a small 
advantage gained by one side over the other can prove decisive. Logistics plays a significant 
role, both offensively and defensively, in attaining the leverage potential from a given force 
configuration. It does this primarily by increasing the endurance of the force. For example, 
a small investment in forward infrastructure can pay large dividends by reconstituting forces 
rapidly and returning them to battle in time to influence the outcome. Specifically, forward 
battle damage repair and maintenance capability, rapid runway repair capability, and forward 
medical treatment facilities can help in reconstituting forces efficiently. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTICS-OVER-THE-SHORE OPERATIONS 

:~%~}~i!£~~:!~~:~:~;~~:~:i11~'1111!4l1 
Logistics-over-the-shore(LOTS) is the loading and unloading of ships without the benefit 

of fixed port facilities in either friendly or undefended territory and, in time of war, during 
phases of theater development. LOTS operations are conducted over unimproved shorelines, 

· through fixed ports not accessible to deep draft shipping, and through fixed ports that are 
inadequate without the use of LOTS capabilities. 

Both Navy and ,ArmY may conduct LOTS operations. In an amphibious operation, the 
Navy may conduct LOTS operations in conjunction with the Marine Corps as a naval operation. 
During an amphibious operation, the Navy is responsible for the discharge of cargo and 
supplies to the high water mark. where the landing force assumes the responsibility for 
acceptance, transfer, and transportation to inlan.d marshalling areas. 

An Army LOTS operation may be conducted as part of the base, garrison, or theater 
development that immediately follows an amphibious operation or as a separate evolution 
when no amphibious operation precedes it. It is supported and/or coordinated with other 
Services. During Army LOTS operations, supplies and equipment are moved ashore and 
transferred to a transportation agency for onward movement. 

The scope of the LOTS operation will depend on geographic, tactical, and time 
considerations. A LOTS operation area is the geographic area requiied to successfully conduct 
a LOTS operation. · 
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Related Terms 
joint logistics-over-the-shoreoperations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-01.6 JITP for Joint Logistics-Over-the-Shore(JLOTS) 

LOGISTICS READINESS CENTER 

Commanders of combatant commands (CINCs) will usually form command centers and 
operationai plarlning teams in wartime. The logistic staff members in these groups are usually 
supported by a Logistics Readiness Center (LRC) or are teamed with representatives from 
various functional areas: fuels, ammunition, engineering, supply, surface transportation, sealift, 
airlift, and medical services. The LRC receives reports from Service components and external 

. sources, distills information for presentation to the CINC, and responds to questions. In 
addition to operating the LRC and providing representation in the command center, the 
combatant command logistic staff monitors current and evolving theater logistic capabilities. 
The status infot:mation collected from Service components should support the following 
questions: 

• Are any planned operations in jeopardy because of logistic limitations? 
• Are there any types of operations that should not be considered because they could not 

be supported? 
The data reported should be in the form of gross comparisons of current stock and ~xpected 

consumption and should identify the on-hand percentage of requirements of critical items 
and munitions. The logistic status information should be converted to output indicators; the 
types of operations current and incoming assets could support, including factors such as 
intensity of combat, duration of the operation, and the operational reach that can be attained. 
In summary, this function involves collecting, consolidating, interpreting, and explaining 
data regarding current and upcoming logistic status in the theater. It then relates those data to 
the operations the CINCs are considering. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Public:ations 
Doctrine for Logi~tic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTICS SUSTAINABILITY ANALYSIS 

The logistics sustainability analysis (LSA) of an operation plan will be completed during 
the development and maintenance of the combatant commanders' operational plan. The 
LSA provides a broad assessment of key logistic capabilities by: documenting the results of 
a process that assures an integrated evaluation of key logistic capabilities, identifying logistic 
support short-falls and assessing the risks, and providing a baseline for the Joint Monthly 
Readiness Review process. 

The LSA builds upon assessments, which are formed in collaboration with the Services, 
supporting commanders, and Department of Defense (DOD) agencies. The LSA assesses 
the combined support capabilities represented by the four pillars oflogistics: material, logistic 
support forces, infrastructure, and lift. The LSA integrates the assessments of the individual 
pillars of logistics by optimizing and balancing their contributions as both enablers and 
constrainers of logistic support. Preparation of this analysis is a two step process. It begins 
with the Services and DOD agencies assessment of their ability to support.the combatant 
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commander's (CINC's) plan, followed by the CINC's assessment of the inputs along with 
supported commander's analysis of theater requirements and capabilities. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

LOGISTIC SUPPORT 

· -. ·: :·: .::.. --:·-~-: :.>: < · · · :··· ~. . :· : .-~ ·•· ·. :·._ ·• · : : ... : ~·<·-~-· · _::·~ :~~:;;~:;~;.;:!r~~~!~:~~:~~it11-~(~~!-~~~~;~FH)·i~f_},~/t~~N~~-~b/t?~?~~:~)~~Tff:~:~~::r~~;{r~lf{}:.;~-~;~:~:~) 
' :.'·Logisti¢support e_ricqmpassesthe :logistic$f:)rvi~§',\M~t~I:J.~I,S,h.d.;~r~n§P()tt~ti9~,·'_:; 

~~~-~!?,sup~~9~ntinenta1Unn; ~~~~i~~~~~i1,~~~~~ 
Joint doctrine states that there are three levels of war- strategic, operational, and tactical. 

They apply in war and in operations other than war. Logistic support within these levels is 
demonstrated in the way the Joint Staff, Services, and warfighting commanders handle logistics. 
The Joint Staff and Services concentrate on strategic logistic matters. The supported and 
supporting commanders' logistic staffs manage both the strategic and operational logistic 
issues affecting missions assigned to the combatant commanders in the Joint Strategic 
Capabilities Plan by the National Command Authorities and other such areas as directed by 
the combatant commander. The Services and the subordinate commanders down to their 
battlefield logisticians at the unit and ship level, deal with operational and tactical logistic 
responsibilities, including developing procedures, doctrine, and training for supplying 
personnel with all necessary materiel to do their jobs. All levels are interrelated, with constraints 
at any level limiting options of decision makers. Within their areas of responsibility, geographic 
combatant commanders may establish a theater of war and, if needed, subordinate theaters of 
operations. 

The logistic concept should support theater activity by properly organizing support from 
the continental US base to the combat zone. The figure below shows a broad framework for 
this organization and the scope of logistic support needed to support a theater. All levels of 
logistics involve combat service support and affect the sustainabilityof forces in the combat 
zone. 

475 



LOGISTIC SUPPORT SYSTEM 

Related Terms 
logistic 

~ 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-0 Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOGISTIC SUPPORT SYSTEM 

The logistic support system must be in harmony with the structure and employment of the 
combat forces it supports. This unity of effort is best attained under a single command 
authority. Wherever feasible, peacetime chains of command and staffs should be organized 
during peacetime to avoid reorganization during war. This includes Reserve component 
forces (US and host-nation) that may be assigned specific theater missions. Commanders 
must be able to call forward, in a timely manner, those assets needed to initiate and sustain 
war. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

LOW-ALTITUDE MISSILE ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

The low-altitude missile engagement zone (LOMEZ) is a volume of airspace established 
to control engagements of low- to medium-altitude surface-to-air missiles. Subject to weapon 
system capabilities, the LOMEZ normally will extend beyond the forward edge of the battle 
area. From an airspace control perspective, LOMEZ provides airspace users with location of 
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the engagement zone of low-altitude missile systems for mission planning purposes. The 
design of the LOMEZ is contingent on specific weapon system capabilities. The point of 
contact for the LOMEZ is the area air defense commander. 

Related Terms 
weapon engagement zone 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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Special operations forces (SOF) component commanders will identify facilities and 

construction requirements to support their operations. They will submit these requirements 
through their Service components. Construction in response to time-sensitive missions requires 
expedient work. Deviations from standards must be approved by the joint force special 
operations component commander (JFSOCC) and the geographic combatant commander. 
SOF noimally operate from one or more main operations bases (MOBs) and a variable number 
of forward operations bases and advanced operations bases. 

A MOB is a base established by a JFSOCC or a subordinate SOF component commander 
in friendly territory to provide sustained command·and control, administration, and logistic 
support to special operations activities in designated areas. The MOB is normally the location 
of an Army special operations task force,Air Force special operations component (AFSOC), 
or naval special warfare task group. The special forces Group calls its MOB the Special 
Forces operations base. The AFSOC calls its MOB the Air Force special operations base. 

Related Terms 
advanced operations base; forward operations base 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-05.3 Joint Special Operations Operational Procedures 

MAINTAINING FREEDOM OF ACTION 

Maintaining freedom of action is vitally important. There are many components to securing 
the freedom to act. Effective diplomatic, economic, military, and informational components 
of national security strategy are needed to provide the freedom to act at the national level. 
Adequate logistic support is essential, as is maintaining the operations security of plans and 
gaining the fullest possible surprise. Having a force structure that provides insurance against 
unanticipated developments or the underestimation of enemy strengths is important as well. 

Several aspects of modern warfare tend to restrict freedom of action. Sophisticated . 
information technology and the nature of modern news reporting, for instance, make the 
tasks of ensuring operations security and surprise more difficult. But as Operations JUST 
CAUSE, DESERf SHIELD, and DESERT STORM showed, tight operations security­
even at the expense of some staff efficiency- can work to achieve effective surprise. Joint 
forces should understand these sorts of very demanding security precautions are a likely part 
of future operations and should accommodate stringent operations security in exercises and 
training in order to practice staff efficiency and public affairs activities under realistic 
conditions. 

Finally, the role of deception in securing freedom of action should never be underestimated. 
Indeed, military thinkers since Sun Tzu have stressed the central nature of deception in 
successful warfare. Deception can provide a highly leveraged means to confuse our enemies 
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• Once deployed into battle fonnations into the operational area, maneuver is typically 
considered tactical in nature. 

The concept for maneuver, both naval and land, needs to be articulated in the JFC 's concept 
of operations includes timing, sequencing, and method and location of entry into the operational 
area. Types of joint force maneuvers include forcible entry, sustained action at sea and from 
the sea, and sustained action on land. 

Related Terms 
interdiction; operational art; principles of war 

· Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

MANPOWER 
. '. . . 

:manpower: resources.. . . .. 
: H.umari. <resources available to 

·. : rhanp.ower r~uirements. 

Manpower mobilization augments the peacetime Active component (AC) military end 
strength. Sources of military mobilization manpower include members of the Reserve 
component (RC), military retirees, volunteers with prior service, and nonprior service personnel 
who volunteer or are drafted. These resources are organized by law to provide responsiveness 
in crises. The figure below associates these sources of manpower with manpower mobilization 
options and the actions required to initiate a call up. The legal authorities required for the · 
call up of the various manpower pools are listed with the corresponding option. 

In addition to the callup of manpower from reserve and retiree manpower pools and 
conscription, three other actions can be taken to ensure optimum availability and utilization 
of manpower during mobiliz~tiori. These are stop-loss, stop-movement, and personnel 
redistribution actions. Stop-loss actions allow the Military Departments to retain personnel 
beyond their tenns of service. Stop-movement actions refer to a number of policy and 
procedural actions that can be taken by the Military Departments to stabilizeAC personnel 
and ensure the maximum number are available for assignment to theaters of operation or 
other high-priority duties. These activities may include canceling temporary and permanent 
change of station travel, changing tour length policies, and curtailing attendance at Service 
schools. Redistribution actions are also taken within the Military Departments during a crisis 
to ensure that high-priority units are maintained at the highest level of personnel readiness 
until an efficient personnel fill and replacement pipeline can~ established. 

Civilian manpower is an integral part of the Department of Defense Total Force Concept. 
Future crises across the range of military operations will require careful management of the 
civilian work force to support military operations in overseas theaters of operations and the 
continental US. 

In theaters, civilians with skills essential to support military missions may remain after 
other US civilians and their families have been evacuated. The Services and Defense agencies 
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designate these personnel as emergency-essential and provide necessary training and other 
support for their crisis and wartime duties to include the intrinsic responsibility of providing 
protection to US civilians in the area of responsibility consistent with the capabilities and 
operational mission. Other civilian employees with critical skills may deploy to the theater 
individually or with supported military units. The geographic combatant commander 
determines admission requirements to the theater, and the respective Services and agencies 
implement those requirements for their employees. Some foreign-national civilian employees 

SITUATION 

Domestic Emergency 
(e.g., natural disaster, 
civil disturbance) 

Any level of 
emergency (with or 
without a declared 
~ational emergency) 

SOURCES OF 
MANPOWER 

Army National Guard 
and Air National 
Guard 

Volunteers from the 
National Guard and 

. Reserve 

Regular and Reserve 
retirees with 20+ 
years of active 
service 

Volunteer enlistees 

Selected Reserve 
-Units 
-Individual 
Mobilization 
Augmentees 
(IMA) 

Draftees 

Remaining Ready 
Reserve 

Retired Reserve 

Standby Reserve 

New units and 
personnel 

MOBILIZATION ACTION REQUIRED 
OPTIONS 

Federalize National President publishes proclamation 
Guard troops under and executive order. 
10 USC 12406 and 
331-333 

Call for volunteers Secretaries of the Military 
under 10 USC Departments solicit volunteers with 
12301(d) needed skills and publish callup 

orders. 
Recall retirees under 
10 usc 688(a) Secretaries of the Military 

Departments publish callup orders. 

Military Departments accept 
Enlist qualified qualified applicants in accordance 
volunteers with DOD and Service standards 

and policies. 

President publishes Executive 
Call to active duty up order. Military Departments publish 
to 200.000 Selected callup orders based on SECDEF 
Reservists under 1 0 implementing instructions. 
USC 12304 (PSRC) President must report to the 

Congress within 24 hours on 
anticipated use of forces. 

NCA requests amendment to the 
Selective Service Act (50 USC app. 

Initiate conscription 451 et seq.) authorizing 
conscription. 

to 1,000,000 Ready declaration of emergency). 
Reservists for up to Military Departments publish call up 
24 months under 10 orders based on SECDEF 
USC 12302(a) (Partial implementing instructions. 
Mobilization) 

Call to active duty 
remaining Reserve 
Component 
personnel under 10 
usc 12301 
(Full Mobilization) 

Add new force · 
structure and 
personnel necessary 
to achieve national 
security objectives 
(Total Mobilization) 

Passage of legislation or a joint . 
resolution of the Congress declaring 
war or national emergency. Military 
Departments publish callup orders. 

Passage of legislation authorizing 
additional force structure and 
manpower. 
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(local or third country nationals) may also remain to support the mission based on the need 
for·their skills, level of danger, and agreements with the host country. 

In the US, the Services and Defense agenciesreallocateincumbentcivilian personnel from 
peacetime to the highest priority functions through detailing, reassignment, and cross training. 
When a crisis begins, the Services and agencies activate Recruiting Area Staffing Committees 
to find joint, local solutions for meeting these requirements. 

Manpower mobilization options provide great flexibility to the National Command 
Authorities for responding to a crisis. Response levels are tied to the legal authorities available 
before a Presidential declaration of national emergency or a congressional declaration of 
national emergency or war. Before a declaration of national emergency, the Secretaries of the 
Military Departments can call for RC volunteers who have needed skills and activate them 
for short periods of time. RC volunteers were used effectively during Operation JUST CAUSE 
in Panama and Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY in Haiti. Volunteer Reservists and 
recalled retirees were used in Operations DESERT SHIELD and DESERT STORM in the 
Persian Gulf. Presidential Selective Reserve Call up (PSRC) authority makes up to 200,000 
Selected Reservists available for up to 270 days. It was also used effectively in the Persian 
Gulf and during recent operations in Haiti. This authority can be used to send a strong signal 
of US resolve to friends and foes alike and can serve as a prelude to mobilization. 

A Presidential declaration of national emergency and invocation of the partial mobilization 
authority makes up to one million Ready Reservists available for up to 24 consecutive months. 
This partial mobilization authority, also used for the first time in the Persian Gulf crisis, 
includes members of the individual ready reserve, which is a source of pre trained manpower 
to be used as Service needs dictate. Like the PSRC, activations under this authority can be 
made incrementally or all at once to meet the needs of the crisis as it develops. A congressional 
declaration of a national emergency or war is required before full mobilization may be ordered. 
Under full mobilization the Retired and Standby Reserves become available, as well as Ready 
Reserves not called previously. Manpower requirements for force expansion beyond the 
peacetime-authorized force structure and sustainment in a protracted conflict may require 
legislation authorizing activation of the Selective Service System for the conscription of 
additional forces. · 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

MARITIME ENVIRONMENT 

· ~:.~::. ~~~di~~~~~~~f::ss~~i~~~~:~l~lfjii~mf/11~111 
Joint Operations in the Littoral or Maritime Environment. Depending on the situation, 

joint force commanders (JFCs) may conduct operations in the littoral to achieve or support 
joint force objectives. The littoral area contains two parts. First is the seaward area from the 
open ocean to the shore, which must be controlled to support operations ashore. Second is 
the landward area inland from the shore that can be supported and defended directly from the 
sea. Control of the littoral area is often essential to dimensional superiority. Naval operations 
in the littoral can provide for the seizure of an adversary's port, naval base, or coastal air base 
to allow entry of other elements of the joint force. 
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Controlled littorals often offer the best positions from which to begin, sustain, and support 
joint operations, especially in operational areas with poor infrastructure for supporting 
operations ashore. Sea-based airpower and sea-launched land combat power are formidable 
tools that JFCs can use to gain and maintain initiative. Naval forces operating in littoral areas 
can dominate coastal areas to mass forces rapidly and generate high intensity offensive power 
at times and in locations required by JFCs. Naval forces' relative freedom of action enables 
JFCs to position these capabilities where they can readily strike opponents. Naval forces' 
very presence, if made known, can pose a threat that the enemy cannot ignore. 

Even when joint forces are firmly established ashore, littoral operations provide JFCs with 
excellent opportunities to achieve leverage over the enemy by operational maneuver from 
·the sea. Such operations can introduce significant size forces over relatively great distances 
in short periods of time into the rear or flanks of the enemy. The mobility of naval forces at 
sea, coupled with the ability to rapidly land operationally significant forces, can be key to 
achievingJFC objectives. These capabilities are further enhanced by operational flexibility 
and the ability to identify and take advantage of.fleeting opportunities. 

Destroyers can provide a dominating presence, which joint force 
commanders can use in the littoral area to achieve objectives. 

JFCs can operate from a headquarters platform at sea Depending on the nature of the joint 
operations. a naval commander can serve as the JFC or function as a joint force air component 
commander while the operation is primarily manti me, and shift that command ashore if the 
operation shifts land ward in accordance with the JFC's concept of operations. In other cases, 
a naval headquarters may serve as the base of the joint force headquarters, or an other-than­
naval JFC may use command, control. communications, computers, and intelligence facilities 
aboard ship. Naval air and missile defense can project that coverage inland, during both 
entry operations and sustained operations ashore. 

Transferring command and control (C2) from sea to shore requires coordination throughout 
the joint force in order to maintain uninterruptedC2 for current operations. Such a transition 
may involve a simple movement of flags and supporting personnel, or it may require a complete 
change of joint force headquarters. The new joint force headquarters may use personnel and 
equipment, especially communications equipment, from the old headquarters, or it may require 
augmentation from different sources. One technique is to transfer C2 in several stages. Another 
technique is for the JFC to satellite off the capabilities of one of the components ashore until 
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the new headquarters is fully prepared. ·Whichever way the transition is done, staffs should 
develop detailed checklists to address all of the C2 requirements and the timing of transfer of 
each. The value of joint training in this transition is evident. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

MARITIME POWER PROJECTION 

~":~~~~!~~~=~=:::i::~!!~::Eiill!lll~lf~tlilf~; 
::: range of friendly forces~ .··Maritime power projeqtioij~m~}I':Qf3}~Q~I)1'p.IJ~h~',QYi[;t:: 

; .. ·.·:!~~iri~~assaunopemtions,attackof~~~~~~l~~~~i~~l~i~~~\~ 
Maritime power projection in and from the maritime environment includes a broad spectrum 

of offensive military operations to destroy enemy forces and logistic support and to prevent 
enemy forces from approaching within enemy weapons' range of friendly forces. Maritime 
power projection is accomplished by amphibious operations; attack against targets ashore; 
support of sea control operations; and strike warfare. 

JP 3-04 

Rehited Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Maritime Operations (AIR) 

MARSHALLING 

. . ·: · ·.~~ :-: ~-::: :.:~ ::::~ ~~f; ~ t:?~ ~!- ~·: ): :.~n:: ~::: :~r~ f..;~~ ::~~~~Brmrt~1~~~~~I0~:~1£tff~~~·~:; ;~~-~:~ 
1. The process by which units participating in an amphibiou.s.qt.*!tp.qm~':~@~l~p~~~~.; 
group together or assemble when feasible or move to:~t~rrlp(jf~ryW~~rilP:~:~qf~~.~j;rt 

· vicinity of embarkation points, complete preparationsforcqn}bEit; bfpfQp~t~:for:,·r~; 
loading. 2. The process of assembling, holding, an~.().r,9a~izi,p9!~4ppl,~~~;~h~:,;[; 
·or equipment, especially vehicles of transportation, foromivat.~::rm,oy~m·~.t:l~.:::;;:u~;~i:~~'1''' 

· ·. ·;-;:·::::::;~::·:1~~J11l,fr:ilfiti~~~,,!,::r,,;:'·'l;:~· 4~~f:1i~~~~~~~I.:_ 

General. Marshalling is the process of assembling units or moving them to temporary 
camps near embarkation points to complete preparation for combat or to prepare for loading. 
It includes the preparations required to plan, document, and load equipment and personnel 
aboard aircraft. 

The marshalling area is usually located near departure camps and airfields to conserve 
resources and reduce the opportunity for observation. When the number of departure airfields 
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is limited or when requirements dictate dispersion, loading may be accomplished on a phased 
schedule. 

The Air Force component portion of the marshalling operation is developed during air 
movement planning and consists of instructions regulating aircraft movement and the aircraft 
parking plan. These procedures are in the air movement annex to the operation order (OPORD). 
~parations. · 
Planning. The joint force commander staff coordinates with administrative and logistic 

agencies for maximum support during marshalling. This support includes transportation, 
communications, and housekeeping details (campsite construction, operation, and 
maintenance; messing; and religion, recreation, and other morale services) and permits the 
unit to concentrate on preparation for the movement. Support may also include local security 
personnel to supplement normal Air Force security at the departure airfield. For details on air 
base ground defense. 

Logistics. The unit logistics officer prepares the marshalling plan. The plan is an appendix 
to the service support annex of the OPORD or an annex to the administrative and logistics 
order of the airlifted force. It should contain procedures for cover and deception. The 
marshalling plan includes procedures for moving units from marshalling areas through the 
alert holding and call forward areas to the ready line. Finally, it includes methods for loading 
troops and equipment into individual aircraft. 

Selection of Marshalling Areas and Departure Airfields. The selection of marshalling 
areas and departure airfields is based on the air movement plan and influenced by several 

· common factors. There is no order of priority among these factors, but any one of them could 
become the basis for final selection. To avoid concentration of forces, multiple marshalling 
areas and departure airfields should be selected. Excessive dispersio~, however, makes 
command and control more difficult and may diminish the effectiveness of supporting activities. 
The factors affecting selection of marshalling areas and departure airfields are illustrated in 
the below. 

;(~ Logistical suppo 
available 
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Unit Preparation. For security reasons, marshalling should be accomplished quickly. To 
prepare for marshalling, deploying units establish liaison with the departure airfield control 
group (DACG), obtain equipment and supplies as early as possible, and issue prepackaged 

() 

supplies and equipment to the airborne forces to expedite loading operations. They also 
perform fmal preparation of vehicles and equipment, ensure that adequate shoring and dunnage 
materials are readily available and receive parachutes and other air items and prepare airdrop 
loads in coordination with the responsible airdrop support unit. 

The deploying unit is responsible for preparing and certifying aircraft load plans (appropriate 
Air Force officials verify and approve load plans), personnel, and equipment manifests (and 
annotating any hazardous materials by class), and submitting them through the DACG to the 
supporting airlift elements. En route messing is a deploying unit responsibility. 

Unit commanders or team chiefs plan and coordinate the use of available facilities and 
areas at departure airfields for command post, communications centers, briefing areas, and 
equipment and supply handling points. Ensure unit equipment, including individual clothing 
and equipment not required in the objective area, is packed in suitable containers and stored 
at the rear echelon or installation. 

Dispersal Procedures. Dispersal techniques should be considered during marshalling. 
One technique "involves moving personnel and equipmentto departure airfields where an 
airlift may be staged. Another technique is to fly airlift aircraft to onload bases where personnel 
and equipment are located. Personnel and equipment are subsequently airlifted to the 

. originating departure airfields. Any combination of these procedures may be used .. 
Responsibilities. Arrival and departure airfield operations are conducted by Air Force 

and the deploying component units. The Air Force units, consisting of tanker airlift control 
element (TALCE), mission support team (MST), and mission support element (MSE) teams, 
are typically assigned to either composite or provisional organizations tailored to meet the 
specific task at hand. These teams are responsible for marshalling the deploying unit and 
associated equipment for airlift. The organization employed depends on the size of the unit 
being deployed and the number of aircraft involved. 
. The arrivaVdeparture airfield control group (AlDACO) is the deploying Service component's · 

counterpart to the TALCE, MST, and MSE. This organization is sized to support the unit 
being deployed. Specific marshallingres{xmsibilitiesare outlined in the figure below. 
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Marshalling Responsibilities 

NDACG 
Coordinate with the TALCE, MST, or MSE and deploying unit. 
Ensure offload teams and required support teams are available. 
Accept responsibility for each planeload at the established release point from 
theTALCE. 
Release each load to the deploying unit. Provide fueling and minor maintenance 
for deploying unit vehicles. 

Deploying Unit 
Appoint a plane team or troop commander for each mission aircraft carrying 
passengers. 
Coordinate with the NDACG. 
Complete final preparation of vehicles, equipment, pallets, containers, and 
required documentation. 
Ensure all required shoring and dunnage are on hand. 
Assemble personnel and equipment into plane loads according to preplanned 
load plans. 
Provide safety equipment to loading crew members. 
Ensure personnel and equipment arrive at the alert holding area according to 
the established timetable. Correct any load or documentation discrepancies 
identified by the NDACG or TALC E. 
Assist in loading and unloading aircraft as instructed by the TALCE load team 
chief. · 

Departure and Arrival Airfield Installation Commander 
Provide a marshalling area. 
Provide any logistical or administrative support as identified during the planning 
process. 

Execution. The deploying unit, DACG, and TALCE work together to ensure the uriit is 
ready for air movement as quickly, orderly, and safely as possible. The deploying unit 
assembles, prepares, and documents its cargo and personnel for air movement. Discrepancies 
are identified and corrected prior to air movement. There are four separate areas of activity 
in departure airfield operations. Each activity takes place in a designated area and involves 
specific tasks. The figure below shows the four separate areas of activity and outlines the 
major functions of each area. 

Deploying unit cargo, vehicles, and equipment to loading sites based on required loading 
and scheduled station times published in the air movement plan. The deploying unit's 
installatio~ major command provides transportation to move personnel and chalk loads to 
.aircraft. Whenever possible, movements are made at night to maximize operations security. 
Personnel in charge of aircraft chalk loads should receive mission briefings concerning the 
route to their respective aircraft. Personnel and equipment should arrive at onload airfields in 
accordance with prescribed times published in the air movement plan. The TALCE controls 
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Proper marshalling of deploying units enables forces to be transported with 
minimum confusion of delay. 

airlift movement at the departure airfield. Routes to and from loading areas should be clearly 
marked. Strict control of air and ground traffic is maintained on and across runways and 
strips. 

Preparation of Platform Loads. If airdrop is part of the operation, platform loads are prepared 
during marshalling. When planning the preparation and marshalling of platform loads, the 
following factors should be anticipated: 

• Additional lead time may be required. 
• Skilled rigging supervision is needed. 
• Required materials handling equipment. 
• Adeq.uate facilities, to include a relatively clean and illuminated rigging area, should be 

provided if tactically feasible. 
Cross-Loading. Whether administrative or combat-loaded, aircraft also may be cross­

loaded. Cross-loading distributes supplies among aircraft to ensure that the entire supply of 
one item is not lost by an abort or loss of one or some other small number of aircraft. Cross­
loading does not. alter the desirability of keeping ground force crews in the same aircraft as 
their vehicles, weapon systems, or other crew-served equipment. 

Arrival· Airfield Operations. Although arrival operations are not part of the marshalling 
process, they are important in air movement. If not orderly, arrival operations could adversely 
affect the mission. Arrival operations take place in three main areas- the oftloading ramp, 
holding area, and unit area. Cargo is offioaded from aircraft and shipped to the specified 
arrival airfield control group (AACG) offioading ramp. The AACG th·en processes and 
releases the cargo load to the deployed unit. Finally, the deployed unit is responsible for 
moving its cargo to the marshalling area, thus concluding air movement operations. This 
process prevents congestion on the flight line and ensures arrival operations do not interfere 
with the planned air flow. This process may be modified or streamlined for combat offload 
operations. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

491 



MASS 

MASS 

:/\F~: ~n~nt;ati~~~f ~~b~t power. '2: Th~:~m~~;~,~~~~~:6~ ;~:W:bithu~!~ ;_:_;· 
i{~~t~~~~:.~~;~~~~·~,t':e.ss ~:~fflry~/J~~!,1: ~!~~g~~~::n~~:·.:~!~~~!\~~~~~i.t:~~~-;ill!,~[,~~ti#:~~;J~t2~~~~;1 

The essence of operational art lies in ~ing able to mass effects against the enemy's sources 
of power in order to destroy or neutralize them. In theory, destruction or neutralization of 
enemy centers of gravity is the most direct path to victory. However, centers of gravity can 
change during the course of an operation, and, at any given time, centers of gravity may not · 
be apparent or readily discernible. For example, the center of gravity might concern the mass 
of enemy units, but that mass might not yet be formed. In such cases, determining the absence 
of a center of gravity and keeping it from forming could be as important as defining it. 

The purpose of mass is to concentrate the effects of combat power at the place and time to 
achieve decisive results. To achieve mass is to synchronize appropriate joint force capabilities 
where they will have decisive effect in a short period of time. Mass must often be sustained 
to have the desired effect. Massing effects, rather than concentrating forces, can enable even 
numerically inferior forces to achieve decisive results and minimize human losses and waste 
of resources. 

Related Terms 
principles of war 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

MASS CASUAL TV 

·· . : · . · , . · · : ··· · . . = :· ::::::t~:~·;~;:;~:}Y<??:~:r?;;~~::::~y~1f:~~!)i::w~~:~t~:\~~:~~~~r~;:-~r?~~;~-~~ft~r~~::~ 

Any large .number of casualties produced in. a r~l~~iy~!~::~P:rt~!i.§9fqt,:.Jiffi~t~.l~ill 
usually as the result of a single incident such as,: a<milit~ry::aircrait/S,t#ident~i:;!i; 

:~~:~~· ea~uake,orarrn~dattack~.~--~~Clil~Jl~l~ 
Mass casualties (MASCAL) may result from combat operations, and procedures for handling 

the casualties are required. Particular emphasis is placed on the flexibility of health service 
support (HSS) units to respond to sudden changes in the casualty situation. Successful 
management of MASCALs is a complex task where success relies as much on well-practiced 
logistics and communications as it does on skilled medical treatment. While many medical 
personnel receive basic exposure to the principles of battlefield triage and emergency 
management, there is much less familiarity with communications, transportation, evacuation, 
and supply management in a simulated MASCAL or combat setting. Joint force surgeons 
must ensure that the MAS CAL plan is rehearsed with all components represented. Particular 
emphasis must be placed on the flexibility of HSS units to respond to changes in the casualty 
situation. 

Enemy employment of nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) weapons produces an 
unusually large number of casual ties and may impair existing provisions for HSS. An NBC 
weapons attack significantly hinders all operations, including HSS operations. 

In an effort to provide adequate HSS in an NBC environment, defmitive planning and 
coordination are mandatory at all command levels. Higher headquarters must distribute 
timely, well-understood plans and directives to subordinate units. 
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Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

MASTER AIR ATTACK PLAN 

······:t~~~~~:~~~~£:?~~:?:y~t~ftl!lt!IIIIJ!I 
· :. gutdanpe, :-JOint ·force: atr compone_nt · commallC:t~r;,~;Q~.~~~p~~:;\G~HPP9.tt:i:PJti~~;':;Fl 
• .. com,ponent requests, target update .requeSts,: ~y~i.l~~fl.ity()t .. 9aP~~~~J~~lfqf¢~~1::·n 
. · .. target information from· target lists; aircraft allo~tj_ori;etc>·~I8Q:caU$d·M.AAf?f.%:~,::·~ 

· · · ... :. :..: :.: ,., ..... ,·. ;. • :: · · · : · · · :_.(:bis01t-~:;;~JJ.;~i~-:~~~!:if·;,~i;_:{~~,t.~;-~:~~~;:f,iJ~~~;;~;~~~~~l·i· 
Gerieral. During the weaponeering/allocation phase, targeting personnel quantify the 

expected results of lethal and nonlethal weapons employment against prioritized targets. The 
joint integrated prioritized target list (JIPTL), the prioritized listing of potential targets, 
constructed during the target development phase, provides the basis for weaponeering 
assessment activities. All approved targets are weaponeered on target worksheets, which 
detail recommended aimpoints, recommended number/type aircraft and weapons, fuzing, 
target identification and description, target attack objectives, target area threats, and probability 
of destruction. The final prioritized targets are then included into the master air attack plan 
(MAAP). The resulting MAAP is the plan of employment that forms the foundation of the 
joint air tasking order. The MAAP is a key element of the concept of joint air operations. 
The development of the MAAP inc I udes the review of joint force commander and joint force 
air component commander guidance; component direct air support plans and support requests 
from components; updates to target requests; availability of capabilities/forces; target selection 
from the JIPTL; and aircraft allocation. 

air tasking order 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

MASTER MOBILIZATION GUIDE 

Basic guidance to direct and coordinate mobilization planning within the Department of 
Defense (DOD) is contained in the DOD Master Mobilization Guide (MMG), which 

· implements DOD responsiJ:>ilities under the National Security Council national security 
emergency preparedness policy. The MMG is the first level of mobilization planning. It 
identifies mobilization responsibilities for DOD components and describes the tasks to be 
perfonried in peacetime and at the time of mobilization. It provides a common foundation for 
the preparation of detailed mobilization plans by the Joint Staff, Military Departments, and 
Defense agencies. 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 
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· .. · ~~~!;~:::::. ~~~ establish~niS and a~· ~·~ t·~ ·itt~~~~~~tjlli~l~~i 
.. 
· ... ,.'::; 

. ~ .. . 

General. Th~ materiel and equipment resource area includes all classes of supply. It 
includes equipment on hand in units, war reserves, pre-positioned equipment, and the output 
of the depot maintenance system and industrial base. Additional sources include items in the 
security assistance pipelines and off-the-shelfitems from domestic and foreign commercial 
sources. These sources and the options and actions for obtaining them are listed in the figure 
below. 

Materiel and eq!Jipment mobilization consists of many activities that can be grouped under 
two major tasks: increasing the availability of materiel and equipment to accommodate the 
needs of a larger active force, and alleviating shortages by allocating or redistributing materiel 
and equipment in accordance with emergency priorities. These activities can be undertaken 
either separately or in combination to equip and sustain the mobilized force. 

Increasing Materiel and Equipment Availability. Decision options that increase materiel 
and equipment availability include the release of war reserve and depot stocks, accelerating 
the output of the depot maintenance system, diverting items from foreign military sales and · 
other security assistance programs, accelerating production rates of existing contracts for 
consumable items like clothing and rations, and procurement of commercial substitutes from 
domestic or foreign sources. Each of these actions increases the number of items in the 
supply pipeline. Except for the diversion of items earmarked for security assistance programs, 
these options are exercised by the Military Departments, Defense Logistics Agency, and 
other Defense agencies as they provide for the logistic needs of their forces assigned to the 
combatant commanders. Action to divert items from security assistance programs could 
have a significant effect on our relations with affected allies and must be taken at the National 
Command Authorities (NCA) level. However, once diverted and allocated to a Military 
Department, they are distributed as determined by the owning Military Department. 

Allocating Materiel and Equipment Shortages. Shortages of Service-unique items are 
resolved by priority and allocation decisions taken internally by the Military Departments 
based on operation plan priorities and guided by the Department of Defense policy to equip 
earlier deploying units before those scheduled to deploy later, regardless of Sefvice component. 
When confronted with a materiel or equipment shortage common to two or more US military 
claimants, the Secretary of Defense, with the advice of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, determines priorities among the Services. The Joint Materiel Priorities and Allocation 
Board (JMPAB) executes this responsibility. The JMPAB is chaired by the Logistics 
Directorate of the Joint Staff and includes other Joint Staffdirectors as well as general or flag 
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SITUATION SOURCES OF MOBILIZATION ACTION REQUIRED 
MATERIEL AND OPTIONS 

EQUIPMENT 

Any level of Equipment on hand Redistribute based Military Department decisions 
emegrency in units on emergency based on supported commanders' 

priorities requirements and priorities. 

Military Department decisions for 
War reserve and Release stocks retail items. JMPAB decisions for 

prepositioned wholesale stocks insufficient to 

stockpiles meet demands of all claimants. 

Military Department decisions 

Depot system Accelerate output based on supported commanders' 
requirements and priorities. 

Military Departments and Defense 

Industrial Base 
Accelerate output agencies act to surge production 

of needed materiel and 
equipment. 

NCA decision based on a 

Materiel and 
Divert needed determination that national 
equipment from security requirements outweigh 

equipment in security assistance political consequences. 
security assistance pipelines 
pipelines Military Department and Defense 

Purchase off-the- agency decisions based on 
Domestic and shelf products that Federal acquisition regulations. 
foreign commercial meet military 
vendors requirements 

officer representatives from the Military Departments. In coalition warfare, the United States 
may be responsible for providing significant materiel and equipment support to one or more 
allies. When shortages occur, priority and allocation decisions for resolving conflicts among 
allies, or between US claimants and allies, are made by the NCA. 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

· Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

MEDICAL INTELLIGENCE 

That category of intelligence resulting from ~lll:~d:i~h~{~.(l~tt~l{i:~~~1·!~6~~i~~j~~·~~~a!i~l 
interpretation of foreign medical, ~::J~i!~~~~~~~~:~~ij~~~§~ which is of interest to strategic planning 

operations for the conservation of the frii~g~:·r&(&ta~B~Iitf~,i!r~~~ 
. :fonr.\ation of asse~sments of foreign rr 
civilian sectors . 

. "' .. 
. . 

The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) dev.elops and disseminates medical intelligence. 
·The two major intelligence categories of primary use to the health service support (HSS). 
planner are general military intelligence and medical. For DIA, medical intelligence is 
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produced by the Armed Forces Medical Intelligence Center (AFMIC), Ft. Detrick, Maryland. 
AFMIC currently produces and disseminates finished intelligence products via studies, 
message traffic, and online electronic systems. 

Department of Defense military medical personnel "frequently use the term "medical 
intelligence" incorrectly to mean any medical information of military importance; however, 

· the term "medical intelligence" officially refers to finished intelligence on medical and related 
. matters. By this definition, medical intelligence includes only finished intelligence products 
produced by an authorized intelligence agency such as AFMIC through the intelligence cycle. 
Medical intelligence is intended to provide HSS operations and planning staffs with basic 
guidance for understanding, acquiring, using, and applying intelligence and intelligence 
systems in the conduct of HSS operations, medical threat analysis and management; threat­
based concept development, medical research, and doctrine development. Other sources of 
medical information may be used in assessing potential threats (e.g., Naval Environmental 
and preventative medicine units, Defense Pest Management Information Analysis Center, 
and the World Health Organization). 

Accurate and timely intelligence is a critical combat support tool for planning, executing, 
and sustaining military operations. It is equally important in achieving optimum planning, 
execution, and sustainment of HSS operations, the medical readiness of the comm~d, and 
the overall combat readiness of the unit. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

MEDICAL REGULATING 

. ·'The ~cticm~and coordi~ation n.ece~~~~o ~rrang~t6~W~:~;w~~~~~i;i"bf':gi~~6i~::~,i1 . 
through the echelons of care. This process matches p8.ti~f'l~s:W~~<1~':i1Jea_ip~l_):, 
treatment facility which has the necessary health se.V_ici:i"s'UpP(>ri"¢illi~bilitie:~;:n? 
and it also ensures that bed space .is available .. ·· .·._.::r.:::~\}:''f,;!!~;~!i~}ii{!~~]~il:,(~~;i:,'l;~~~~[1f'! 
General. Medical regulating of patients will occur by the same process across the range of 

military operations. The movement of casualties to or between medical treatment facilities 
(MTFs) within the combat zone or forward of corps level is a Service component responsibility. 
If, in the opinion of the attending physician, a casualty cannot be returned to duty within the 
theater evacuation policy, the originating MTF will request that the patient be regulated to 
another MTF for more definitive care. Patients may be regulated to destinations within the 
theater, to another theater, or to the continental US (CONUS). Patient regulating includes 
accounting for bed availability, medical airlift capability, and patient in-transit visibility (the 
ability to track an individual patient's status and location). This will be accomplished through 
a command and control system known as Transportation Command's Regulating and 
Command and Control Evacuation System (TRAC2ES). 

TRAC2ES. TRAC2ES is a multi-nodal system composed of three basic collaborative 
parts. (See figure below.) 

The first of these is the Global Patient Movements Requirements Center (GPMRC) located 
at Scott Air Force Base, IL. The GPMRC coordinates aeromedical evacuation worldwide 
and encompasses those duties formerly associated with the Armed Services Medical Regulating 
Office and the Aeromedical Evacuation Coordination Center (AECC). In practice, the GPMRC · 
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will coordinate and allocate assets to the Theater Patient Movement Requirements Centers 
(TPMRCs). It will also collaborate and integrate TPMRC schedules and plans, and 
communicate lift/bed requirements. 

The second integral part of patient regulating is the TPMRC. TPMRCs assume 
responsibilities formerly performed by the Joint Medical Regulating Office and theater AECCs. 
Active TPMRCs are located in US European Command and US Pacific Command. Other 
TPMRCs would be established in US Atlantic Command, US Central Command, US Southern 
Command, and CONUS as the need arose. The primary role of TPMRCs is to generate . 
theater plans and schedules, and then modify (as needed) and execute GPMRC-delivered 
schedules, ultimately delivering the patient to the MTF (which includes both fixed and 
deployable, Veterans Administration, Department of Defense, and National Disaster Medical 
System hospitals). 

The last part of the patient regulating process is the respective MTF that receives/sends 
patients. 

Related Terms 
health service support; patient evacuation 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health S~rvice Support in Joint Operations 

MEDICAL SUPPORT OF SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

Special operations forces (SOF) are specially organized, trained, and equipped forces of 
the Army, Navy, and Air Force that conduct the following operations: unconventional warfare, 
strategic reconnaissance, direct action, foreign internal defense, counterterrorism, civil affairs, 
and psychological operations. The nature of special operations requires that units be small, 
highly skilled, self-contained teams that can be easily inserted and extracted by air, sea, and 
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land delivery methods. Medical support of special operations units is characterized by an 
austere structure and a limited number of medical personnel with enhanced medical skills. 

The special operations medical personnel provide emergency treatment and a basic level 
of medical care at the team level. To meet the operational requirements of SOF infiltration 
and exfiltration, characteristics of larger medical elements of Echelons II, ill, and IV cannot 
be applied or incorporated. Medical support provided to the teams in the area of operations 

. is planned and conducted by SOF surgeons and medical personnel. Provision of medical 
support beyond this area of influence or capability depends on the thoroughness of advanced 
planning so that the conventional medical support structure umbrella is extended to cover 
lack of capability or meet requirements for additional medical assetS (i.e., medical evacuation). · 
Medical capability that is not part of a Service conventional medical system will be based on 
a complete mission analysis and a coordinated support plan developed by the medical planner. 
SOF should be provided all functions of health service support at the point their personnel 
enter the conventional force medical structure. 

Related Terms 
special operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

MEDICAL THREAT 

. ·: . .. · .. -· . ·- .·. · . . . :. ·.: . . . . ::·:-:··~-~~->;·~~?:~:?:-)}9?I~J~~-~s:r{f..{:~FSf~~f2J~~~t[~~0:i~1;tR~~~l*~~~~~~~~{~~:-; 
A collective term used to designate all potential.or'~(ltihui~'t;f:~n~myJi~¢ti()h~?T 
and environmental situations that could possibly:·adve..Sefy: ~~eci:t~~zcc)rjl~at:]';; 

=~~:a~fi~~~\~~=:~udewoundklg,i\j::"~?:tr:fli~B~c) 
The medical threat is the composite of all ongoing or potential enemy actions and 

environmental conditions that could reduce the effectiveness of friendly forces. (See figure 
below.) These actions and conditions include wounds, injuries, or diseases. Information to 
~ssess the medical threat caused by enemy actions should be obtained from the Intelligence 
Directorate and Operations Directorate of a joint staff community. 

Infectious diseases which occur natural I yare also referred to as endemic disease. Historically, 
infectious diseases have been responsible for more casualties than battle injuries. Many 
naturally occurring infectious diseases have short incubation periods. They may cause 
significant numbers of casualties within the first 48 hours of a deployment or contact. Others 
with longer incubation periods may not createcasualties for several weeks. 

Extreme environmental conditions in the form of heat, cold, high humidity, and high altitude 
can pose significant health hazards to an unacclimated, unprepared, and poorly conditioned 
military force. Employment of US forces into areas where these conditions exist without 
adequate opportunity for acclimatization may significantly decrease combat performance. 

CoQventional warfare munitions include small arms, high velocity weapons, rockets, bombs, 
artillery, bayonets, and other wounding devices, either individual or crew-served. This threat 
may be encountered in all geographic areas and can be employed by adversaries across the 
range of military operations. Research and development in smart munitions and extended 
range artillery, coupled with more powerful high explosives, will increase the threat from 
these types of weapons. Area denial munitions are likely to be present and pose a major 
psychological and physical threat. Wounds from booby traps, mines, and nontraditional 
weapons can also be encountered. 

498 The Joint .Doctrine Encyclopedia 



/·~ 

MEDICAL THREAT 

Biological warfare is the employment of biological agents to produce casualties in humans 
or animals or cause damage to plants or materiel. The intentional use of these disease­
causing organisms (pathogens), toxins, or other agents of biological origin is designed to 
weaken resistance to attack and reduce the will to wage war. 

• Historically, biological warfare has primarily involved the use of pathogens to sabotage 
food and water supplies and ·spread contagious disease among populations. These 
pathogens have generally fallen into one of the following categories: naturally occurring, . 
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unmodified infectious agents; toxins, venoms, and their biologically active fractions; 
modified infectious agents; bioregulators and physiologically active compounds. 

• Biotechnology is a tool for the production of biological warfare agents. Naturally 
occurring infectious organisms can be made more virulent, drug resistant, and can be 
manipulated to render protective vaccines ineffective. Such developments could greatly 
complicate the ability to detect and identify biological warfare agents and the ability to 
operate in areas contaminated by these agents. The causative agents for anthrax, tularemia, 
plague, and cholera, as well as botulinum toxin, staphylococcus, enterotoxin, and 
mycotoxin, are believed to have been developed as biological warfare agents by potential 
US adversaries. 

As a "result of confirmed chemical warfare agent use by Iraq against Iranian forces, probable 
use by the former Soviet Union in· Afghanistan, and reported use of chemical agents and 
toxins in Southeast Asia, there is continuing heightened interest in the use of chemical munitions 
and delivery methods. Nerve and blister agents appear to be the agents most available in 
developing countries. 

Directed-energy weapons focus radiation on a target to induce electronic, thermal, or 
structural and human (particularly eye) damage and can cause mission failure. The radiation 
is composed of ~ee types: radio frequency, laser, and charged particle beam. There have 
been numerous reports of personnel sustaining eye damage while using optic devices and 
being exposed to a bright flashing light emanating from warships or other sources. ~ese 
reports suggest an increasing threat from lasers to both air and ground forces. 

Blast effect weapons such as fuel and air explosives represent an emerging medical threat. 
Gas-filled body organs such as ears, lungs, and digestive tract are the most susceptible to 
primary blast injury. This emerging threat may result in lower lethality but a greater number 
of wounded and a significantly increased workload. 

Strategic mobility of US forces is a major element of US political and military strategy. 
Alert forces may be required to operate without rest for extended periods of time during 
mobilization, staging, airborne transportation, and combat insertion into hostile areas. Modem 
combat, with its increased lethality. rapid maneuvers, technological skill requirements, 
exposure to nuclear, biological, and chem~cal (NBC) weapons, and day or night all-weather 
operations~ will stress personnel to their endurance limits. Under these conditions, the 
significance of stress as a major contributor of casualties cannot be overstated. 

Flame and incendiary systems include napalm and white phosphorus for aerial delivered 
bombs. Possible uses of flame and incendiary weapons include the clearing of difficult 
defensive positions such as caves, bunkers, buildings, and soft shelter or vehicular targets. 
Flame has also been used quite effectively in previous conflicts in an antitank role. 

Until recently, the primary nuclear warfare threat has been from the Soviet Union. However, 
open-source information suggests that other countries may develop nuclear weapons capability 
within the next decade. Planners expect a minimum of 10 to 20 percent casualties within a 
division-size force that has experienced a nuclear strike. This percentage may be a low 
estimate, since proximity to ground zero is the critical factor in determining weapon effects 
on the force. In addition to casualties, a nuclear weapon. detonation can generate an 
electromagnetic pulse that will result in catastrophic failure of some electronic equipment 
components. 

The Threat to Health Support Service (HSS) Personnel and Operations. Commanders 
can anticipate increased casualty densities among HSS personnel over those experienced in 
most previous conflicts. Medical threat elements with the greatest potential for force 
degradation during combat operations are: . 
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• battle injuries because of artillery, small arms, and fragmentation weapons; 
• casualties caused by combat stress; 
• NBC and combined casualties; 
• premeditated attack upon medical organizations, personnel, or Class vm supplies; 
• the continually increasing range of indirect fire weapons; 
• the enhanced wounding capability and destructiveness-of munitions and weapon systems; 
• the collective effects of conventional, chemical, biological, or nuclear weapons; 
• significant increases in casualty densities that cause local or general overloads of the 

HSS system, resulting in physical and psychological stress; 
• infectious diseases and environmental extremes. 
Enemy combat operations in friendly rear areas will interdict lines of communications and 

disrupt necessary logistic activity. This disruption will produce a serious negative effect on 
the ability of personnel to retrieve and evacuate wounded, injured, and sick personnel and . 
deliver health care. Although enemy combat operations may threaten the HSS combat mission 
by disrupting HSS operations or threaten the survival of HSS, they are not considered to be 
medical threats for our purposes. 

Prolonged periods of intense, continuous operations willtax HSS personnel to the limit of 
their psychological and emotional endurance. This stress and fati.gue will cause both 
quantitative and qualitative degradation in the ability of the HSS system to deliver health 
care at a sustained level. Proper training, such as taking vital signs, or minor surgical procedures 
of dental personnel to augment medical staff, may provide-some temporary relief. 

HSS organizations are not expected to be the primary target for biological or chemical 
attacks; however, logistic base.corpplexes may be prime candidates for such enemy operations. 
As elements of logistic complexes, medical organizations must anticipate collateral 
contamination from attacks on adjacent facilities. Forward HSS assets have an even higher 
probability of being required to operate in or in proximity to areas contaminated by biological 
and chemical weapons. 

The Medical Threat iri Military Operations OtherThan War (MOOTW). The medical 
threat is traditionally evaluated for its impact on US forces alone. When preparing for and 
conducting operations during MOOTW, elements of the medical threat to the indigenous 

'population must also be assessed. The impact of the medical threat as a contributing factor to 
social, (>olitical, and economic stability in both peace and other operational environments 
must be considered. The general environment in which these types of operations are conducted 
ranges from peaceful, developing countries with no apparent internal or external instabilities 
to countries with limited resources and a poorly led population assailed by active insurgent 
movements, diseases, and dependent on humanitarian ass~stance (HA). 

Within the military operations, US efforts may focus on foreign internal defense operations 
such as security assistance, HA, or host nation (HN) logistic support. These operations are 
often conducted in areas where social services have been disrupted, resulting in poor sanitation, 
inadequate food distribution, possible lawlessness, and general civil unresCSignificant medical 
threats are likely to be naturally occurring infectious disea8es and environmental extremes. 

There are varied scenarios under which US forces could be employed in nation assistance, 
disaster relief, and HA ffiissions involving Third World countries. In general, areas where 
assistance teams and units may be employed will likely have a very low standard of living 
and high levels of endemic infectious diseases. Many of these diseases could be considered 
exotic to most US HSS personnel. US forces serving in these areas will enter with very little, 
if any, natural immunity to many endemic diseases. The degree of cultural and social interaction 

· required to support the mission, as well as the sharing of food, quarters, and recreational 
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facilities with local nationals, will increase exposure of US personnel to diseases endemic to 
the host country. For the most part, assistance operations will last a relatively extended 
period of time (past 30 days) and will increase the exposure to and raise the risk from endemic 
disease. 

In these environments, protection afforded to medical treatment facilities and HSS personnel 
by the Geneva Conventions may not be recognized by insurgent or terrorist forces. HSS 
.activities may be perceived as prime targets by these groups, especially ifthese facilities are 
seen as making a major contribution to the HN government. Medical facilities will also be 
vulnerable to theft and raids on Class Vlli supplies by insurgents or terrorists for their own 
support or to support black market activities. 

In some situations, the in-country components of the US logistic system in support of US 
assistance forces will be austere: Often th~ HSS structure will require significant reliance on 
contracting for local food, water, sanitation, public health, localized medical treatment, and 
health industry resources. There will be increased reliance on tactical medical support and 
evacuation. Coordination with Commander in Chief, United States Transportation Command 
for intertheater patient evacuation can be greater in these operations than in other war scenarios. 
US Navy and US Marine Corps transportation assets should be used to support all aspects of 
HSS in military operations other than war scenarios, based on the availability and location in 
coastal waters. These circumstances will demand solid HSS planning. This planning must 
be based on current, accurate medical intelligence and include the total involvement of the 
Country Team prior to the execution of operations. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

METHODS OF AIRSPACE CONTROL 

Enemy forces will attempt to degrade airspace control capabilities by direct attack and 
electronic measures directed against control nodes or other specific targets. The methods of 
airspace control vary throughout the range of military operations from war to military 
operations other than war that include both combat and noncombat activities. The methods 
range from positive control of all air assets in an airspace control area to procedural control of 
all such assets, with any effective combination of positive and procedural control measures 
between the two extremes. 

Airspace control plans (ACP) and systems need to accommodate these methods based on 
component, joint, and national capabilities and requirements. Full positive control would 
rely on radars, other sensors, identification, friend or foe/selective identification feature, digital 
data links, and other elements of the air defense network command, control, communications, 
and computer system to positively identify, track, and direct air assets. Full procedural control 
would rely on previously agreed to and promulgated airspace control measures such as 
comprehensive air defense identification procedures and rules of engagement, low-level transit 
routes, minimum-risk routes, minimum-risk levels, aircraft identification maneuvers, fire 
support coordination measures, and coordinating altitudes. In any case, all missions remain 
subject to the airspace control order. The figure below summarizes both methods of airspace 
control. The airspace control structure needs to be responsive to evolving enemy threat 
conditions and changing tactical situations. It is up to the joint force commander, through the 
ACP, to decide the appropriate method based on the concept of operations. 
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METHODS OF AIRSPACE CONTROL 

FULL POSITIVE CONTROL 

POSITIVELY IDENTIFIES, TRACKS & DIRECTS AIR 
ASSETS USING: 

G Radars 

e Other sensors 

Cl Identification, friend or foe/selective identification 
system 

e» Digital data links 

G Other elements of the command, control, 
communications, and computer system 

FULL PROCEDURAL CONTROL 

RELIES ON PREVIOUSLY AGREEOTO & PROMULGATED 
AIRSPACE CONTROL MEASURES SUCH AS: 

• Comprehensive air defense 10 procedures and rules 
of engagement 

• Low level transit routes 

o Minimum risk routes 

• Aircraft 10 maneuvers 

o Fire support coordination measures 

~ Coordinating altitudes 

Related Terms 
airspace control in the combat zone 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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MILITARY CIVIC ACTION 

il{llf~§~~!~!~llt!llllt;l!\ 
c':':iniproy~:the·standing' of the military. forces Wittl therpop(ll~th:>~~J'(9S'f8:r~~s m~Y..-:.: 
::··::~t tirn~~::~d~i~e or engage in milita~c~ricacti~~~:;i:~:;?Y~~~~~~::~~~~~~iJ::f-~:~;;:1!~~~;~,:;: 

General. Military civic action (MCA) programs offer the foreign internal defense (FID) 
planner a civil-military operations opportunity to improve the host nation (HN) infrastructure 
and the living conditions of the local populace, while enhancing the legitimacy of the HN 
government. These programs use predominately indigenous military forces at all levels in 
such fields as education, training, public works, agriculture, transportation,communications, 
health, sanitation, and other areas that contribute to the economic and social development of 
the nation. These programs can have excellent long-term benefits for the HN by developing 
needed skills and by enhancing the legitimacy of the host government by showing the people 
that their government is capable of meeting the population's basic needs. MCA programs 
can also be helpful in gaining public acceptance of the military; which is especially important 
in situations requiring a clear, credible demonstration of improvement in host-military treatment 
of human rights. MCA is a tool combatant commanders and other joint force commanders 
should use, whenever possible, to bolster the overall FID plan. ·. 

MCA Examples. US forces may advise or assistthe HN military in conducting the MCA 
mission. This assistance may occur in conjunction with security assistance (SA) training or 
as a combatant commander's separate initiative. In all cases, the actual mission must be 
performed by the HN military. Some of the most common MCA projects are in the areas of 
construction. 

MCA Coordination and Control. Coordination for MCA missions is slightly less involved 
than for humanitarian assistance (HA) and humanitarian and civic assistance (HCA) missions. 
First, the US level of involvement is generally less than that required for other types of FID 
missions. Second, the program is essentially a US military to HN military project. As with 
all AD programs, however, the Ambassador and Country Team should be aware of all 
operations in their assigned cou.ntry. If the US military support to MCA is provided through 
SA, normal SA coordination procedures apply, but, if it is provided through a separate 
combatant commander's initiative using operation and maintenance funds, most of the 
coordination will be internal to the command. · 

M CA Employment Considerations. Many of the same considerations apply to employing 
US military personnel in support of MCA as in supporting HA and HCA. The essential 
difference is that in MCA, US personnel are limited to training and advisory roles. In addition 
to this general point, commanders should also consider the following employment guidelines 
when planning or executing MCA programs: 

• Select projects that are simple and achievable and can be maintained by the HN. If the 
· HN military is unable to accomplish the mission, confidence in the local government 

and military may be significantly damaged. 
• HN forces will do the work required to ac~omplish the mission. 
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• Because of the nature ofMCA missions, commanders will normally include civil affairs 
(CA), psychological operations, other special operations forces trainers, and combat 
support and combat service support elements to support MCA missions. 

• Coordinate projects with the Country Team. The US Agency for International 
Development representative should be consulted for assistance on any major MCA 
developmental project and should be informed of all MCA efforts. 

Civil Affairs Activities in MCA. Civil affairs activities in MCA, as part of more 
comprehensive US Government (USG) security and economic assistance programs, may 
originate from a national plan and entail specific projects, central funding, authorization to 
use indicated resources, and joint participation with other USG agencies. The long-range 
goal ofMCA is to nurture national development. Projects may be in areas closely paralleling 
those of the CA functional specialty areas. Projects include, but are not limited to, those in 
education, public works, agriculture, transportation, communications, health, sanitation, and 
others contributing to HN economic and social development. The fundamental tenet of any 
successful civic action program is civilian self-help. Civil affairs assets are _trained either to 
plan MCA programs or to provide professional advice and assistance to the HN military 
forces or agencies in establishing local expertise and providing skills and materiel assistance 
not available to the local civilian participants identified to assume the leadership roles for 
future long-term development.. Other US military forces are capable of participating in MCA 
programs. Within the scope of their organization, funds, mission, and terms of agreements 
with the HN, these forces can undertake projects of their own or can assist and motivate HN 
counterparts to develop their own programs and plan projects, procure equipment needed, or 
train participating personnel. In developing countries, military organizations often possess a 
large share of skilled and semiskilled manpower, mobility, funds, and technical equipment 
essential to socio-economic development. 

Related Terms 
ci vii affairs; foreign internal defense 

JP 3-07.1 
JP 3-57 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Foreign Internal Defense (FID) 
Doctrine for Joint Civil Affairs 
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CIVIL-MILITARY OPERATIONS:::.·.:.: 

Objective. The objective of the deception must be to cause an adversary to tak~ (or not to 
take) specific actions, not just to believe certain things. 

Centralized Control. A deception operation must be directed and controlled by a single 
element. This is required in order to avoid confusion and to ensure that the various elements 
involved in the deception are portraying the same story and are not in conflict with other 
operational objectives. Execution of the deception may, 'however, be decentralized so long as 
all participating organizations are adhering to a single plan. 

Security. Knowledge of a force's intent to deceive and the execution of that intent must be 
. denied to adversaries. Successful deception operations require strict security. Need-to-know 

criteria must be applied to each deception operation and to each aspect of that operation. 
Along with an active operations security (OPSEC) effortto deny critical information about 
both actual and deception activities, knowledge of deception plans and orders must be carefully 
protected. · 

Timeliness. A deception operation requires careful timing. Sufficient time must be provided 
for its portrayal;for the adversary's intelligence system to collect, analyze, and report; for the 
adversary decision maker to react: and for the friendly intelligence system to detect the action 
resulting from the adversary decision maker's decision. 

Integration. Each deception must be fully integrated with the basic operation that it is 
supporting. The development of the deception concept must occur as part of the development 
of the commander's concept of operations; Deception planning should occur simultaneously 
with operational planning. 

As part of the command and control warfare (C2W) warfighting strategy, military deception 
·conducted in support of joint operations seeks to influence adversary military commanders 
and to degrade their command and control (C2) capabilities. When supporting joint operations, 
military deception is done in conjunction with the overall C2W effort. It reinforces and is 
reinforced by.the execution of other C2W tools. 

Deception and Intelligence. Intelligence and counterintelligenceare critical to deception 
during the planning. execution, and termination phases of every deception operation. 
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_Intelligence and counterintelligence perform the following essential functions for deception 
planners: 

• Identify adversary decision makers and assesses the vuhierability of the decision makers 
to deception. 

• Determine the adversary's perceptions of friendly capabilities and possible courses of 
action. 

• Provide estimates of adversary actions under differing scenarios and war games possible 
outcomes with the deception planner. 

• Establish and monitor feedback channels to evaluate success of the deception operation 
through observation of the adversary's reaction. 

• Identify adversary information gathering capabilities and communication systems to 
determine the best deception conduits. 

• Penetrate adversary OPSEC measures and deceptions in support of C2 protection. 
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Deception planners must keep intelligence analysts aware of ongoing deception operations. 
The analysts must look for feedback about the operation and consider the impact, both intended 
and unintended, of those operations as they seek to identify possible future adversary courses 
of action. 

Deception and Psychological Operations (PSYOP). Similar to military deception, military 
PSYOP is a systematic process of conveying tailored messages to a selected audience. It 
promotes particular themes that result in desired foreign attitudes and behaviors that can 
augment US efforts to achieve specific objectives. PSYOP normally targets groups while 
deception targets specific individuals. An individual targeted by deception may also be part 
of a PSYOP target group. 

Groups that might be suitable for targeting by PSYOP in support of deception operations 
include adversary command groups, planning staffs, specific factions within staffs, nonmilitary 
interest groups who can influence military policies and decisions, and intelligence systems 
analysts. 

Through the skillful use of associated truths, PSYOP can magnify the effects of and reinforce 
the deception plan. Dedicated PSYOP dissemination assets can discretely convey intended 
information to selected target audiences through appropriate "key communicator" backchannel 
networks. 

PSYOP actions convey information not only to the intended target audiences but also to 
foreign intelligence systems. Therefore, PSYOP objectives and actions must be consistent 
with the other C2W objectives and actions. 

Additionally, some deception actions will not only convey information to the deception 
target but also to the PSYOP audience. This provides the opportunity for mutual support if 
deception and PSYOP are carefully coordinated. 

Deception and Operations Security. OPSEC is the process for denying adversaries 
information about friendly capabilities and intentions by identifying, controlling, and protecting 
the generally unclassified evidence of the planning and execution of sensitive activities. This 
unclassified evidence (called OPSEC indicators) is created by friendly detectable actions or 
is available in open-source information. 

OPSEC measures are those actions that organizations take to control their OPSEC indicators. 
This is done to deny critical information to an adversary. Critical information is that information 
an adversary requires to counter friendly operations. 

OPSEC and deception h~ve much in common. Both require the management of indicators. 
OPSEC seeks to limit an adversary's ability to detect or derive useful information from 
observing friendly activities. Deception seeks to create or increase the likelihood of detection 
of certain indicators in order to cause an adversary to derive an incorrect conclusion. 

Deception can be used to directly support OPSEC. Cover stories provide plausible 
explanations for activities that cannot be hidden. False vehicle or aircraft markings disguise 
the deployment of specific forces. Major deception operations create numerous false indicators 
making it more difficult for adversary intelligence analysts to identify the real indicators that 
OPSEC is seeking to control. 

The OPSEC process supports deception. The OPSEC process identifies the key questions 
about friendly capabilities and intentions to which adversary commanders need answers to 
effectively prepare to counteract friendly operations. The process also identifies the critical 
information that answers many of those questions. Deception planners set out to provide 
another set of answers to those questions- answers that provide the adversary with plausible 
information that induces certain desired actions.. · 
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example, if the deception objective is to have an enemy reserve division be moved from i~s 
current position to a position more favorable to intended friendly operations, then the deception 
target would be the enemy corps or army commander. Subordinate commanders do not 
normally have the authority to direct their own positioning .. ~ey must be directed to do so 
by their commanders. The adversary's intelligence system is normally not the deception 
target. It is a conduit that is used to get deceptive information to the target. 

Desired Perception. The desired perception is what the deception target must believe in 
order for it to make the decision required to achieve the deception objective. Deception 
operations seek to identify and then create or reinforce those perceptions that will lead the 
deception target to make certain decisions. 

Determining the desired perception is difficult. It requires understanding the target's 
historical, cultural, and personal background. Generally it is much easier, and historically 
more effective, to reinforce an existing belief than to establish a new one. In additimi, the 
target must believe that it is in its best interest to take the action required by the deception 
objective; 

Deception Story. The deception story is a scenario that outlines the friendly actions that 
will be portrayed to cause the deception target to adopt the desired perception. A deception 
story identifies those friendly actions, both real and simulated, that when observed by the 
deception target will lead it to develop the desired pereeption. 

The story normally takes the form of a concept of operation statement: "We will portray 
that we are preparing to attack the enemy's left flank in three days with two armored divisions 
reinforced by a Marine air-ground task force." The story does not address the means that will 
be used to portray the outlined actions. 

Deception Means. Deception means are the methods, resources, and techniques that can 
· be used to convey information to the deception target. Deception means are used to portray 

the deception story. They are used to create a complete adversary intelligence picture that 
supports all aspects of the deception story. Means are tailored to the adversary's intelligence 
collection capabilities .. Whether or not the deception target relies upon any particular 
intelligence source should be considered when selecting means. If the target is known to 
trust one intelligence source over all others, then means should be selected to exploit that 
trust. 

There are three categories of deception means: physical,. technical, and administrative. 
Physical means include displays of troop movements and concentration, feints and 
demonstrations by maneuver units. false logistic activity, and false headquarters. Technical 
means include false communications nets, false radar emissions, and the use of smoke and 
other obscurants. Administrative means include the staged compromise or loss of classified 
documents. 

Deception Courses of Action (COA). Deception CO As are the schemes developed during 
the estimate process in sufficient detail to permit decision making. At a minimuJ11, a deception 
COA will identify the deception objective, target, desired perception, story, and, in general 
terms, means. It answers the questions: who, what, where, when, how, and why. 

Deception Events. The deception event is a deception means executed at a specific time 
and location in support of a deception operaticm. For example, a deception means is the 
passing of false messages over radio nets. A deception event identifies what unit would pass 
the desired message, when the unit would broadcast the message, and from where. Deception 
events are develoj>ed during the deception planning process. · 

Deception Action. A deception action is a collection of related deception events that form 
a major component of a deception operation. A deception action is a combination of related 
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deception events that are used to portray a main element of a deception story. The four major 
types of deception actions are feints, demonstrations~ displays, and ruses. 

~:::~;;~,&~~;i~73;~::1::i~~t;:~~~~i~~t~~~~~~~~:\ 
: b}t.Hilc~og· across .the Suez Canal~:·· Egyptian:tc:,rce~':.g, .. ita,d)t)t;i5J~iffc,ra!::;: 
·. ·foothold:. In tf'le Sinal and ·began to drive_ deeper. u~til~a':C~~e-er;nlin~tefde(~p·e:ij'~¢ti( 

" cOunt!lratlack drove them b&c~, " " ""., ," "" ",",,•,•,;[],!{;;,,;; ;~,{:![;;,;!;j~)'l~,;c\J';;'f')r• 
To achieve the Initial surprise, Egyptian forces con~~(:t~'et.C::eptio~~()pe.~ti~n~f·p; · 

•.. of. strategic, ·operational, and tactical signlficanceto:exp~o.itJ•~~,IIi!/.~~~~~'f!!.;~;u: 
· · Atth~- strategic level, they conveyed the notlons•.that:th~¥: ,~o,~r~~-~o.t·:.il~c~A::;' 

without both a concerted Arab effort and an ability to neutraiiZe·the·lsraeii.Air~ -, 
Force, and that tactical preparations were mereJy in' res'ponse·JQ. . .fe~~~---l~ra~,li :. 

··retaliation for Arab terrorist activity. At the operat,iqra~t:l~"~·l,·~~~:p~~~i.t9f~~'*:,:· 
portrayed. their mobilization, force .:buildup, and~rna~~uv~r~:::.~~rpatt!ipfth,eirf']/ 
annual exercises. Egyptian exercises portraylns{an Intent to cro~~)~e ~~n~f;c-· 
were repeated until the Israelis became condltioned~to.them·and tJ'i~refortt:'did_·. 
not react \Yhen the actual attack occurred. At thll tacti~I··~!Y"~f~gY:P•!,~';fR~l;~;; 
expertly camouflaged their equipment, denying lriforrri~tlon't9~1~ra•'J1q~~!~e.,.,::~:: 
and creating a false Impression of the purpose of tlt~jjc;fe~;a~~~ ji;\ .. · .. • 

For their part, Israeli force& were ove~~nfldent~~J8~~~~~!J;t~~~j.ta!lq~i;[i; 
. and strategic levels. In spite of the deception,· .tactleai\ob~·eyf!f.~.}f'!P.Ci.rt.Eidii,)/ . 
with Increasing urgency that the Egyptian buildup ar1d.:ac~y,.V1~!t!::!(g~it,p@qj~rf;;:! 
Their reports caused concern, but no action. Egyptlan·;f()rqe$)~*PI.~I~~,..,-~s,elii'<~ 
vulnerabilities and timed the attack to occur on Yom ·KippLir~·~ttie;iie\Vi'~~jpay;ic),'f}:f;; 
Atonement, when they perceived the response of lsrae~~ · f~re,es>!¥jou~d :b8 ~-: 

::c:ult of their deception efforts, synchron~~~ ~i~'~;~~~!~;~~it41~i 
the force, Egyptian forces quickly and decisively overwhelm~.;lsgae.llj:fon.:t:ts;r;. 
In the early stages of the Yom Kippur War. ..· .... :: -~,::,c:w.:n:,~:::~:~,.i:;~~;[Jl·;~Jfi~i/~J~;][~~1!t':j,_ 

Related Tenns 
command and control warfare; deception 

Source Joint-Publications 
JPI Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
JP 3-58 Joint Doctrine for Military Deception 
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. · .. =:'·.~ ··: :.:~::<:S ~:+~:(~i}j~;;{j;~~~~~;~~~W:~}f~(&~IT~1fJ:.:::~~?:~f:.I~~Ff1~~!W~.f\ 
Operations that encompass the use of military capabilities~~cr~'ssith~rrt~'~eO:ofiti'l; 
military operations short of war. These miutarv· act_ioij~:rd,aB;·~~),~Rli'I~'f, 
complement any combination of the other instrument~i9f'.fj~~-e.ri~l:ip~~~rl1" ·< 

occur before, during, and after war. Also called M~~~~;:.rt~rj~'~j'i!.,~-~Jft,~'l,·.:oi< 

General. Military Operations Other Than War (M OOTW) encompass the use of military 
capabilities across the range of military operations short of war. These-operations can be 
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applied to complement any combination of the other instruments of national power. To 
understand MOOTW, it is useful to understand how they differ from operations in war. 

War. When instruments of national power are unable to achieve national objectives or 
protect national interests any other way, the US national leadership may decide to conduct 
large-scale, sustained combat operations to achieve national objectives or protect national 
interests, placing the US in a wartime state. In such cases, the goal is to win as quickly. and 
with as few casualties as possible, achievingnatiomil objectives and concluding hostilities on 
terms favorable to the US and its multinational partners. 

Military Operations Other Than War. MOOTW focus on deterring war, resolving conflict, 
promoting peace, and supporting civil authorities in response to domestic crises. As the 
figure below indicates, MOOTW may involve elements of both combat and noncombat 
operations in peacetime, conflict, and war situations. 

MOOTW involving combat, such as peace enforcement, may have many of the same 
characteristics of war, including active combat operations and employment of most combat 
capabilities. All military operations are driven by political considerations. However, M001W 
are more sensitive to such considerations due to the overriding goal to prevent, preempt, or 
limit potential hostilities. In MOOTW, political considerations permeate all levels and the 
military may not be the primary player. As a result, these operations normally have more 
restrictive rules of engagement (ROE) than in war. As in war, the goal is to achieve national 
objectives as quickly as possible and conclude military operations on terms favorable to the 
US and its allies. 

However, the purposes of conducting MOOTW may be multiple, with the relative 
importance or hierarchy of such purposes changing or unclear; for example, to deter potential 
aggressors, protect national interests, support the United Nations or other regional 
organizations, satisfy treaty obligations, support civil authorities, or provide humanitarian 
assistance (HA). The specific goal of MOOTW may be peaceful settlement, assistance 
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Deterrence. In peacetime, the Armed Forces of the United States help to deter potential 
aggressors from using violence to achieve their aims. Deterrence stems from the belief of a 
potential aggressor that a credible threat of retaliation exists, the contemplated action cannot 
succeed, or the costs outweigh any possible gains. Thus, a potential aggressor is reluctant to 
act for fear of failure, cost, or consequences. Although the threat of nuclear conflict has 
diminished, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) and conventional advanced 
technology weaponry is continuing. Threats directed against the US, allies, or other friendly 
nations- ranging from terrorism to WMD - require the maintenance of a full array of 
response. capabilities. Various MOOTW combat options (such as peace enforcement or strikes 
and raids) support deterrence by demonstrating national resolve to use force when necessary. 
Other MOOTW (such as humanitarian assistance and peacekeeping) support deterrence by 
enhancing a climate of peaceful cooperation, thus promoting stability. 

Forward Presence. Forward presence activities demonstrate our commitment, lend 
credibility to our alliances, enhance regional stability, and provide a crisis response capability 
while promoting US influence and access. In addition to forces stationed overseas and afloat, 
forward prese~ce activities include periodic and rotational deployments, access and storage 
agreements, multinational exercises, port visits, foreign military training, foreign community 
support and military-to-militarycontacts. Given their location and knowledge of the region, 
forward presence forces could be the first which the combatant commander commits to 
MOOTW. 

Crisis Response. US forces need to be able to respond rapidly either unilater~lly or as a 
part of a multinational effort. Crisis response may include, for example, employment of 
overwhelming force in peace enforcement, a single·precision strike, or emergency support to 
civil authorities. The ability of the US to respond rapidly with appropriateMOOTW options 
to potential or actual crises contributes to regional stability. Thus, MOOTW may often be 
planned and executed under crisis action circumstances. 

Range of Military Operations Other Than War. MOOTW focus on deterring war, 
resolving conflict, supporting civil authorities, and promoting peace. These operations provide 
the National Command Authorities (NCA) with a wide range of possible response options, 
ranging from noncombat operations such as HA to combat operations such as peace 
enforcement and strikes and raids. 

Military Operations Other Than War Involving the Use or Threat of Force. In spite of 
efforts to promote peace, conditions within a country or region may result in armed conflict. 
When other instrume.nts of national power are unable to influence a deteriorating or potentially 
hostile situation, military force or threat of its use may be required to demonstrate US resolve 
and capability, support the other instruments of national power, or terminate the situation on 
favorable terms. The focus of US military operations during such periods is to support 
national objectives- to deter war and return to a sustainable state of peace. Such operations 
involve a risk that US forces could become involved in combat. 

Combatant commanders, at the direction of the NCA, may employ US forces to deter an 
adversary's action. The physical presence of these forces, coupled with their potential 
employment, can serve as a deterrent and facilitate achieving strategic aims. Should this 
deterrence fail, force may be required to compel compliance, for example, in the form of 
strikes, raids, and other contingency operations. Other such operations include peace 
enforcement, counterterrorism, some foreign internal· defense {FID}, enforcement of sanctions, 
support to insurgency and counterinsurgency, and evacuation of noncombatants. 

The use of force introduces the fear, physical strain, and uncertainty which are among the 
hallmarks of the nature of warfare. Although there are important political, diplomatic, and 
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legal differences between war and military operations other than war, there exists a singularly 
important threshold which may be crossed by use (or threat of use) of military force of any 
kind. In the range of military operations, this threshold marks the distinction between 
noncombat and combat operations. 

Military Operations Other Than War Not Involving the Use or Threat of Force. Use of 
military forces in peacetime helps keep the day-to-day tensions between nations below the 
threshold of armed conflict or war and maintains US influence in foreign lands. Such operations 
include HA, disaster relief, some nation assistance, FID, most support to counterdrug 
operations, arms control, support to US civil authorities, evacuation of noncombatants in a 
permissive environment, and peacekeeping. Such operations are inherently joint in nature. 
Although these operations do not norman y involve combat, military forces always need to be 
prepared to protect themselves and respond to changing situations. 

Simultaneo.usOperations. MOOTW often involve simultaneous operations.· Noncombat 
MOOTW may be conducted simultaneously with combat MOOTW, such as HA in conjunction 
with PEO. It is also possible for part of a theater to be in a wartime state while MOOTW is 
being conducted elsewhere within the same theater. For example, during the final stages of 
Operation DESERT STORM, US Central Command conducted a noncombatant evacuation 
operation in Somalia. In such situations, geographic combatant commanders should pay 
particular attention to integrating, coordinating, and synchronizing the effects and activities 
of their. operations with US ambassadors, DOS, and other agencies. Furthermore, whenever 
a possibility of a threat to US forces exists, even in a noncombat operation, commanders 
should plan for and be prepared to either transition to combat operations or leave the area. 

Duration of Operations. Many MOOTW may be conducted on short notice and last for 
a relatively short period of time (for example, strikes and raids). On the other hand, some 
types of MOOTW may last for an extended period of time to achieve the desired end state. 
For example, the US has been a partner with ten other nations in the Multinational Force and 
Observers in the Sinai .since 1982. Short duration ·operations are not always possible, 
particularly in situations where destabilizing ·conditions have existed for years or where 
conditions are such that along term commitment is required to achieve objectives .. 

"Instead of think1i1g about ~arlighting agencies lik~·:d,J,f;,kf/fl~~~fft,fif/o~~~~;~~J~~~~~S 
a political.committee, a civil military operations- cente/;"f9M9CJ:iq:(rjtiiif8.C8_:~-'wiiH;:;:·. 
volunteer organizations. These become the heart of yoiirppsiiitions/iis:()pjiosiiilti$/h 

a combat« finrsupporl opemUons centar.• L~e~~'~;\~~;i~~i!l~~~~i~l 
General Principles. MOOTW encompass a broad range of military operations and support 

a variety of purposes, including: supporting national objectives, deterring war, returning to a 
state of peace, promoting peace, keeping day-to-day tensions between nations below the 
threshold of armed conflict, maintaining US influence in foreign lands, and supporting US 
civil authorities consistent with applicable law. Support of these objectives is achieved by 
providing rnilitary forces and resources to accomplish a wide range of missions other than 
warfighting. The principles of war, though principally associated with large scale combat 
operations, generally apply to MOOTW, though sometimes in different ways. Strikes and 
raids, for example, rely on the principles of surprise, offensive, economy of force, and mass 

. to achieve a favorable outcome. However, political considerations and the nature of many 
MOOTW require an underpinning of additional principles described in this chapter. MOOTW 
that require combat operations (such as some forms of peace enforcement, or strikes and 
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raids) require joint force commanders (JFCs) to fully consider principles of war and principles 
ofMOOTW. 

Principles of Military Operations Other Than War. Joint Pub 3-0, "Doctrine for Joint 
Operations," delineates six MOOTW principles: objective, unity of effort, security, restraint, 
perseverance, and legitimacy. While the first three of these principles are derived froin the 
principles of war, the remaining three are MOOTW -specific. These principles are shown in 
the figure below and then discussed. 

Objective. pirect every military operation toward a clearly defmed, decisive, and attainable 
objective. JFCs must understand the strategic aims, set appropriate objectives, and ensure 
that these aims and obj~tives contribute to unity of effort. Inherent in the principle of objective 
is the need to understand what constitutes mission success, and what might cause the operation 
to be terminated before success is achieved. As an example, excessive US casualties incurred 
during a peacekeeping operation may cause abandonment of the operation. 

Although defining mission success may be more difficult in MOOTW, it is important to do 
so to keep US forces focused on a clear, attainable military objective. Specifying measures of 
success helps define mission accomplishment and phase transitions. The political objectives 
which military objectives are based on may not specifically address the desired military end 
state. JFCs should, therefore, translate their political guidance into appropriate military 
objectives through a rigorous and continuous mission and threat analysis. JFCs should carefully 
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explain to political authorities the implications of political decisions on capabilities and risk 
to military forces. Care should be taken to avoid misunderstandings stemming from a lack of 
common terminology. 

1 
Change to initial military objectives may occur because political and military leaders gain 

a better understanding of the situation, or it may occur because the situation itself changes. 
JFCs should be aware of shifts in the political objectives, or in the situation itself, that necessitate 
a change in the military objective. These changes may be very subtle, yet they still require 

· adjustment of the military objectives. If this adjustment is not made, the military objectives 
may no longer support the political objectives, legitimacy may be undermined, and force 
security may be compromised. 

Unity of Effort. Seek unity of effort in every operation. This MOOTW principle is derived 
from the principle of war, unity of command. It emphasizes the need for ensuring all means 
are directed to a common purpose. However, in MOOTW, achieving unity of effort is often 
complicated by a variety of international, foreign and domestic military and non-military 
participants, the lack of definitive command arrangements among them, and varying views 
of the objective. This requires that JFCs, or other designated directors of the operation, rely 
heavily on consensus building to achieve unity of effort. 

While the chain of command for US military forces remains inviolate (flowing from the 
NCA through the combatant commander to the suboidinate joint force commander), command 
arrangements among coalition partners may be less well-defined and not iilclude full command 
authority. Under such circumstances, commanders must establish procedures for liaison and 
coordination to achieve unity of effort. Because MOOTW will often be conducted at the 
small unit level, it is important that all levels understand the informal and formal relationships. 

Security. Never permit hostile factions to acquire a military, political, or informat~onal 
advantage. This principle enhances freedom of action by reducing vulnerability to hostile 
acts, influence, or surprise. The inherent right of self-defense against hostile acts or hostile 
intent applies in all operations. This protection may be exercised against virtually any person,. 
element, or group hostile to the operation: for example, terrorists, or looters after a civil crisis 
or natural disaster. JFCs should avoid complacency and be ready to counter activity that 
could bring harm to units or jeopardize the operation. All personnel should stay alert even in 
a non-hostile operation with little or no perceived risk. Inherent in this responsibility is the 
need to plan for and posture the necessary capability to quickly transition to combat should 
circumstances change. 

In addition to the right of self-defense, operations security is an important component of 
this principle of MOOTW. Although there may be no clearly defined threat, the essential 
elements of US military operations should still be safeguarded. The uncertain nature of the 
situation inherent in many M OOTW, coupled with the potential for rapid change, require that 
operations security be an integral part of the operation. Operations security planners must 
consider the effect of media coverage and the possibility coverage may compromise essential 
security or disclose critical information. 

Security may also involve the protection of civilians or participating agencies and 
organizations. The perceived neutrality of these protected elements may be a factor in their . 
security. Protection of an NGO or PVO by US military forces may create the perception that 
the NGO or PVO is pro-US. Therefore, an NGO or PVO may be reluctant to accept the US 
military's protection. 

Restraint. Apply appropriate military capability prudently. A single act could cause 
significantmilitary and political consequences; therefore,judicious use of force is n~cessary. 
Restraint requires the careful balancing of the ne~ for security, the conduct of operations, 
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. and the political objective. Excessive force antagonizes those parties involved, thereby 
damaging the legitimacy of the organization that uses it while possibly enhancing the legitimacy 
of the opposing party. 

Commanders at all levels must take proactive steps to ensure their personnel know and 
understand the ROE and are quickly informed of changes. Failure to understand and comply · 
with established ROE can result in fratricide, mission failure, and national embarrassment. 
ROE in MOOTW are generally ~ore restrictive,detailed,and sen.sitive to political concerns 
than in war, consistentalways with the right of self-defense. Restraint is best achieved when 
ROE issued at the beginning of an operation address most anticipated situations that may 
arise. ROE should be consistently reviewed and revised as necessary. Additionally, ROE 
should be carefully scrutinized to ensure the lives and health of military personnel involved 
in MOOTW are not needlessly endangered. 

A Cuban refugee undergoes a security check at Guantanimo Bay, Cuba before 
boarding a transport to safe haven in Panama during Operation ABLE MANNER. 

Perseverance. Prepare for the measured, protracted application of military capability in 
support of strategic aims. Some MOOTW may require years to achieve the desired results. 
The underlying causes of the crisis may be elusive, making it difficult to achieve decisive 
resolution. It is important to assess possible responses to a crisis in terms of each option's 
impact on the achievement of the long-term political objective. This assessment does not 
precludedecisivemilitaryaction, but frames that action within the larger context of strategic 
aims. Often, the patient, resolute, and persistent pursuit of national. goals and objectives, for 
as long as necessary to achieve them, is a requirement for success. This will often involve 
political, diplomatic, economic, and informational measures to supplement military efforts. 

Legitimacy. Committed forces must sustain the legitimacy ofthe operation and of the host 
government, where applicable. In MOOTW, legitimacy is a condition based on the perception 
by a specific audience of the legality, morality, or rightness of a set of actions. This audience 
may be the US public, foreign nations, the populations in the area of responsibility/joint 
operations area, or the participating forces. If an operation is perceived as legitimate, there is 
a strong impulse to support the action. If an operation is not perceived as legitimate, the 
actions may not be supported and may be actively resisted. In MOOTW, legitimacy is 
frequently a decisive element. The prudent use of psychological operations and humanitarian 
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and civic assistance programs assists in developing a sense of legitimacy for the supported 
government. 

Legitimacy may depend on adherence to objectives agreed to by the international community, 
ensuring the action is appropriate to the situation, and fairness in dealing with various factions. 
It may be reinforced by restraint in the use of force, the type of forces employed, and the 
disciplined conduct of the forces involved. The perception of legitimacy by the US public is 
strengthened if there are obvious national or humanitarian interests at stake, and if there is 
assurance that American lives are not being needless I y or careless! y risked. 

Another aspect of this principle is the legitimacy bestowed upon a government through the 
perception of the populace which it governs. Because the populace perceives that the 
government has genuine authority to govern and uses proper agencies for valid purposes, 
they consider that government as legitimate. 

Related Terms 
political objectives in MOOTW 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

MILITARY PLANNING 

Military planning includes two broad categories of planning: force planning and joint 
operation planning. (See figure below.) 

Force Planning. Force planning is associated with the creation and maintenance of military 
capabilities. It is primarily the responsibility of the Military Departments, Services, and US 
Special OPerations Command (USSOCOM) and is conducted under administrative control 
that runs from the Secretary of Defense to the Secretaries of the Military Departments to the 
Chiefs of the Services. The Services recruit, organize, train, equip, and provide forces for 
assignment to combatant commands and administer and support these forces. USSOCOM 
has similar responsibility for special operation forces, with the exception of organizing Service 
components. 

Joint Operation Planning. Joint operation planning is the focus of this document. It is 
directed toward the employment of military forces within the context of a military strategy to 
attain specified objectives for possible contingencies. Joint operation planning is conducted 
within the chain of command that runs from the National Command Authorities to the 
combatant commanders and is primarily the responsibility of the Chairman oftheJointChiefs 
of Staff and the combatant commanders. At the national level, the Chairman of the Joint 
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MISSILE ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

Missile engagement zone (MEZ) operations are ideal for point defense of critical assets, 
protection of maneuver units in the forward area, and area coverage of rear operations. MEZ 
operations offer the joint force commander the ability to meet the enemy with a high- and 
low-altitude, all-weather capability. Advanced surface-to-air missile systems have long­
range, high-firepower capability that can engage enemy aircraft beyond the forward line of 
own troops or disrupt massed enemy air attacks prior to committing fighter assets. Properly 
employed, MEZ operations are effective across the full range of air defense operations and 
enemy threats. MEZ operations need to be designed to maximize the full range and capabilities 
of various systems. Finally, MEZ operations within the airspace control area should not . 
result in undue restraints on the flexibility and ability of friendly air assets to respond to the 
changing enemy threat and should not result in attacks on friendly assets. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Cont.rt>l in the Combat Zone 

MISSION. 

. . · · . · . . . · · · · · ::·:: ~T~·::. : :~ ):$;<::1Fi'l/:~1;~~;;:h~~j~~%:t1:i~~1;Ij}~~~'m,~: :~:l'w::{; 
The task, together with the purpose, that clearly indicat~~:~e:a~iq~J~9l~J~~~n.~:g~ 
and the reason therefor. 2. In common usage, esp$ciallyw.~eti:appli~dtO.Iow~r:(~t: 
military units, a duty assigned to an hidivi~ual or unit; a.task. :~·l·?l''h~)~:i~at9.tJingl,;:; 
of one or more aircraft to accomplish one particulckt~~~~:·::·j;::'·t(f!J'I]{~f;Jf~f~~~,·~;;g~(:r·: 

The mission statement is the impetus for the detailed planning that follows. It is the joint 
force commander's expression of what the joint force must accomplish and why. Orders 
contain both specified and implied tasks. During mission analysis, commanders translate 
these tasks into missions for their subordinates. Commanders do so by analyzing the mission 
statement and concept of operations. understanding the intent of senior commanders, assessing 
the current situation, and organizing all resources available to achieve the desired end. Clarity 
of the mission statement and its understanding by subordinates, before and during the operation, 
is vital to success. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

MISSION TYPE ORDER 

..... -.. : · ....... : .:;~~H::r~r?:~ri~i[(~~m~t~~1ff0~~~~~~~J~;!;{~~?:·\~~:t::~}:~ 
1. Order issued to a lower unit that includes the ac.¢c:>rnpll~ljqi~qt,;ijfil~ih~Qt~JH~l 

· ~:=:~~ =~~~r:c~n~~~: ~~=~;:~:;;pili~~d,~~]i~~~~ltl111i 
Joint force commanders issue prioritized mission type orders to subordinate commanders 

and define command relationships to facilitate mission accomplishmentconsistentwith their 
concept of operations. Missions are assigned to subordinate commanders, not staff officers 
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or coordination authorities. With receipt of the mission goes the authority and responsibility 
to conduct operations in accord~ce with the superior commander's intent and concept of 
operations. 

JP3-0 

MOBILITY 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

~~~f~?:,:~!t~~~~ft~~i~~~:~~~~~~~~iff~i~~~i~tif~1~~~ 
The joint campaign seeks to secure air and maritime superiority and space control. These 

are important for the effective projection of power. Furthermore, air and maritime superiority, 
and the enhanced support to terrestrial forces assured by space control, allow the joint force 
commander freedom of action to exploit the power of the joint force. For instance, air and 
maritime superiority are prerequisites to attaining a mobility differential over the enemy: first 
and foremost by protecting friendly mobility from the enemy and second by enabling joint 
interdiction to degrade the enemy's mobility. 

Transportation enables the joint campaign to begin and continue. The projection of power 
relies upon the mobility inherent in air, naval, and land forces, supported by the defense 
transportation system. Transportation at the strategic and operational levels of war is a complex 
operation. It can best be served by a single, sound depl.oyment concept that reflects en route 
and theater constraints and undergoes minimum rapid changes (which may create unforeseen, 
cascading effects). Experience has shown that the cooperation of all supporting combatant 
commands and Services is required to ensure the efficient coordi·nation and execution of a 
major deployment. Furthermore, transportation requires control of the necessary lines of 
communications. Without secure air, sea, space, and land lines of communications we cannot 
reliably move forces and materiel, reinforce forward-deployed forces, or sustain the campaign. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1 Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
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MOBILIZATION 

. MOBILIZATION 

'·:'supplies,' :arid. materiel.. · Mobilizatio·n of the. armed rfo:f~es<inCtudes~bu(·i~''nof:n 
limited to tile followilig categories: a. selective rnobili~\iori.:. ·,·Exp.an~lon ~!)h~·· :­
active. arrned forces resulting from, action by. CQi)gre~s.:aQti{Qr·~~·.~r~siq~~Ugi::· :~ 
niObilizeRe5erve Compc;nent ~~its~ indiVidual readYr8se,~;·8Jlg~me,t@g.rees/'·; 

' neede.d'..for their support to meet the'requirementt{9t<f::dC>me$ti~··$~ergency::}'· 
:. that is n'ot the result of an enemy attack~· b. partiafmobiliz~ti96:> .• ·:9~~h~~o.n:Q.t.::: 
. theactive:armed forces resultingfrom.actiori by Congr~~~·.(4p:toJ~:IIfrli:9~UI~~on):';-. 

or by the President (ri.otmore than l,OOO,OOOfodlofrridre:1hari:'24jX)r,isectitlve:·;~:~ 
... months) to.mobilize Ready.Reserve Component uriit~/ind.i.vi.~ui;lt_ie~t\/i~!~~,.~di:~; 

the' resources needed for their. support to meet the:r~q'IJitemen#'ol;~:a:Y~a~;.or';}:'.~ 

• fu~:~~~lii:=~~mer~:~~~~~~~~~=~d!m:~~~t~~~~~l~~~~~\~j 
by Congress and the President to mobilize all Re$E:live:C.~mpq~ijr)t:Qfdt$1iihi:ttiij\:'J; 
existia:'g approved force structure, all. individu~i.::l~~e~~S.!~~<f~~!r~~~tj!m.~~·r.y::~i]:~ 
personnel, and the resources needed for their support to rneet ~e requ,irements : 
of a war or other national emergency involving an external threat to.the national 
security. Reserve personnel can be placed on actiyf3dUty:lor:tf1e ~u[iiti~h:~H11.~'.lf'. · 
emergency plus six months. d.· total mobilization:;··.· ·-Expahsion··qtttte.·~qt,!ve~:rt: 
armed forces resulting from action by Congress and.Jhe PresldehHo':'9rgclhize):.:i; 
and/or generate ~dditional units or personnel, beyond ttie existi,i'lg'f.o~;$~f8j~:i•.:: 
and the resources needed for their support, to meet the total 'reqtii:~m~r-ts·qf~>·'::: 
war or other national emergency involving an exterr:'al threii,(to:~h~·::.n,!iQ~~I{·~ 
security. - · . · __ .. -:·:.:-:\·.::i;'·:~· .. '.:··~~·'lf?T~~:l;.~: 

Mobilization is th-e process of preparing for war or other emergencies by ·assembling and 
organizing personnel ~nd materiel for active duty military forces, activating the Reserve 
component including federalizing the National Guard, extending terms of service, surging 
and mobilizing the industrial base, and bringing the Armed Force~ of the United States to a 
state of readiness for war or other national emergency. There are two processes implied in 
this definition. 

• The Military Mobilization Process by which the nation's armed forces are brought to an 
increased state of readiness. 

• The National Mobilization Process of mobilizing the national economy to meet non­
defense needs and sustain the armed forces in war or military operations other than war. 

From a national perspective, the importance of a responsive mobilization capability to our 
. national security is implicit in the President's National Security Strategy and its derivative . 

military strategy. The national process of.graduated response (GR) provides the. framework 
for achi~ving the desired mobilization capability a~d is a model for coordinating resources 
and plans for military and national mobilization. GR is the process by which the US responds 
to early ambiguous or explicit warning of an emerging national security emergency. It includes 
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preplanned measures· in the areas of force readiness, industrial base preparedness, operational 
requirements, and sustainability. From a joint operations perspective, mobilization is a function 
of the joint command and control process, which together with the Department of Defense 
(DOD) Total Force Policy provides the basis for joint military mobilization planning and 
execution. This information examines the relationship between mobilization and national . 
security from both perspectives. It concludes with a defmition of demobilization,an essential 
first step toward maintaining national.security· after a crisis or war. 

Military forces fulfill their role in maintaining our national security by preparing for and, if 
necessary, conducting joint operations across the range of military operations. The Joint 
Operation Planning and Execution System defines the functions, planning systems, and 
information management tools for accomplishing these tasks. Joint operation functions are 
arrayed in the figure below. 

One complete cycle is shown. It is meant to depict an era of relative peace interrupted by 
a crisis and war requiring the mobilization, deployment, employment, sustainment, 
redeployment, and demobilization of joint forces. It shows the major steps in the deliberate 
planning process that produced the operation plan used as the basis for crisis response. It also 
depicts a gradual return to a peacetime environment secured by the return to the pre-crisis 
force structure. The mobilization and demobilization functions have been emphasized to 
place them in perspective with the other joint operation functions. 

The mobilization function includes activation of the Reserve component (RC) arid surging 
and expanding the industrial base. Lessons learned from the war in the Persian Gulf and the 
emergence of a new national military strategy at the end of the Cold War have led US military 
planners to a broader understanding of the scope of activities that should be included under 
the umbrella of the term, mobilization. Planners have also acquired an awareness of the 
importance of mobilization planning for contingencies requiring less than full mobilization. 

Combatant Commander 
Prepares OPLAN 

CJCS Reviews and 
Approves OPLAN 
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Because the most visible mobilization activity is activating members of the RC serving in 
units orin individual manpower pools, there has been a tendency to focus planning on 
manpower issues. Mobilization, however, involves much more than expanding and filling 
the military force with people. The force must be equipped, trained, and sustained over time 
if it is to achieve and maintain its designed capability. These activities require the support of 
the DOD ci viii an work force and contractor support. They also require increased resources 
in the areas of materiel, transportation,facilities, industrial production, training base capacity, 
health service support, command and control communications, and host-nation support. 
Extraordinary actions may be required to ensure continued compliance with, or temporary 
waivers of, environmental protection laws. Funding and legal authorities are also required to 
enable mobilization activities. Mobilization, therefore, must include determining and satisfying 
demands for these resources to support the total force during deployment, employment, 
sustainment, and redeployment. 

Mobilization planning complemen~ and supports joint operation planning conducted by 
the combatant commanders. It is accomplished primarily by the Military Services, United 
States Special Operations Command, and their major subordinate commands based on 
guidance received from the Secretary of pefense. It requires development of supporting 
plans by the Defense Logistics Agency, _Defense Information Systems Agency, Defense 
Mapping Agency, Federal Emergency Management Agency, Selective Service System,_. 
Department of Labor, Department of Health and Human Services, Department of 
Transportation, Department of Energy, Office of Personnel Management, and other Federal 
agencies. Just as the Military Services mobilize their reserve organizations and individuals 
to augment military capability, supporting Federal agencies must oversee mobilization of the 
support base required to sustain the mobilized force. The Joint Staff supports the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in his role as principal military advisor to the National Command 
Authorities; facilitates resolution of conflicts for scarce resources among the Services, 
combatant commanders, and Defense agencies; provides input for resolution of claims for 
resources between the military and civil sectors in wartime; and oversees mobilization planning. 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

MOVEMENT CONTROL 

::~:~i~?~~~~~~:~~~~1:~:::::=~l~~~~~~~~1 
routing, scheduling, and control of personnel and carg~ fu.()v~O,~Iit~ipv~r:lln~~~;l;,r; 

of communications. Also called movement cont~l ~~~~~~;-.1~';::.j::::·i!~!--:~il]',;i:~i.~';l~~~illJf~c~~~1l~i~ 
. Movement Control. Movement control is the planning, routing, scheduling, and controlling 

of common-user assets, and maintaining of in-transit visibility to assist commanders and 
operations staffs in force tracking. It also includes reception and onward movement of 
personnel, equipment. and supplies over lines of communications in accordance with command 
directives and responsibilities. Movement control is a system involving the coordination and 
integration of movement information and programs spanning all levels of operations. 

Movement control coordinates transportation resources to enhance combat effectiveness 
and meet the prioritiesofthe supportedcombatantcommander. Efficient transportation in a 
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theater involves establishing effective organization and control procedures. It also involves 
movement and resource management. 

The geographic combatant commander has a wide range of options for performing 
movement control. These options include directing subordinate joint force commander and 
Service components to perform their own movement control or creating a fully integrated 
joint organization. Regardless, the geographic combatant commander should task organize 
the movement control functions commensurate with the mission, size, and geography of the 
operational area. 

Normally, the geographic combatant commander delegates operational control (OPCON) 
of the various parts of the transportation system to the most-capable-Servicecomponents and 
monitors the entire operation and retains the authority to set priorities and apportion resources. 
To exercise this authority, he establishes a Joint Transportation Board, a Joint Movement 
Center, or both. In addition, he may assign the responsibility to a staff element, normally the 
command's senior logistic staff officer. 

In relation to movement control, effective resource management requires the establishment 
and main ten an~ of a flow of resources through the transportation system that permits efficient 
utilization of user and transportation resources and capabilities. Maximum throughput at all 
transportation route segments, ports, and nodes, along with timely deliveries, are key measures 
of success in this effort. For the mode, terminal, and facility operator functions, resource 
management pertains to the efficient employment of personnel, materiel, and facilities. 

Principles of Movement Control. Five movement control principles shown in ~e figure 
below form the foundation for management of all transportation operations. 

Centralized Control and Decentralized Execution. The Commander in Chief, US 
Transportation Command and the geographic combatant commander control movement 
planning and resource allocation. Using the most-capable-Service concept, the geographic 
combatant commander usually delegates OPCON of movements to the Service component 
that has the required assets or capabilities to fulfill the mission. This delegation of authority 
achieves two objectives: it satisfies requirements at the lowest level possible, and it frees the 
geographic combatant commander to focus on theater-wide critical issues. 

· Fluid and Flexible Movements. The transportation system must provide an uninterrupted 
flow of supplies. It must also be flexible enough to change with mission modifications. The 
key to successful execution is the ability to regulate and manage the transportation system. 

Regulated Movements. Movement control authorities must regulate moves to prevent 
terminal congestion and scheduling conflicts between Service components. Proper 
management of transportation assets and the transportation network is critical. Advances in 
technology have increased both the capability and requirement to regulate movements. Highly 
mobile forces, longer distances, increased consumption rates, and shared lines of 
communications are a few of the new challenges. 

Maximized Use of Carrying Capacity. Transportation is a limited asset. As such, planners 
must understand when to use a specific mode of transport and when to maximize the use of 
each mode's unique capabilities. This does not mean simply loading each mode to its capacity. 
It means the simultaneous, synergistic use of all transportation resources that best meet the 
combatant commander's requirements. However, some situations may not allow adherence 
to this principle. The geographic combatant commander may decide to hold certain 
transportation modes in reserve. The following considerations apply: 

• The expeditious movement of cargo to meet the combatant commander's requirements 
may be more important than maximizing carrying capacity. 

• Terminal congestion may preclude the use of a given mode. 
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• Delays during off-loading cause a lost transport capability. 
• Stress keeping transport modes loaded and moving. · 
ForwardS upport. Forward-oriented transportation support is a combat multiplier, it allows 

the commander to concentrate all his forces on the enemy. 
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General. US military operations are often conducted with the anned forces of other nations 
in pursuit of common objectives. Multinational operations, both those that include combat 
and those that do not, are conducted within the structure of an alliance or .coalition. 

An alliance is a result of formal agreements between two or more nations for broad, long­
term objectives. The North Atlantic Treaty Organization is one example. These alliance 
operations are technically combined operations, though in common usage combined is often 
used as synonym for all multinational operations. 

A coalition is an ad hoc arrangement between two or more nations for common action, for 
instance, the coalition that defeated Iraqi agg.ression against Kuwait in the Gulf War, 1990-
1991. 

Joint operations as part of an alliance or coalition require close cooperation among all 
forces and can serve to mass strengths, reduce vulnerabilities, and provide legitimacy. 
Effectively planned and executed multinational operations should, in addition to achieving 
common objectives, facilitate unity of effort without diminishing freedom of action and 
preserve unit integrity and uninterrupted support. 

Each multinational operation is unique, and key considerations involved in planning and 
conducting multinational operations vary with the international situation and perspectives, 
motives, and values of the organization's members. Whereas alliance members typically 
have common national political and economic systems, coalitions often bring together nations 
of diverse cultures for a limited period of time. As long as the coalition members perceive 
their membership and participation as advancing their individual national interests, the coalition 
can remain intact. At the point that national objectives or priorities diverge, the coalition 
breaks down. 

The Armed Forces of the United States should be prepared to operate within the framework 
of an alliance or coalition under other-than-US leadership. Following, contributing, and 
supporting are important roles in multinational operations- often as important as leading. 
However, US forces will often be the predominant and most capable force within an alliance 
or coalition and can be expected to play a central leadership role, albeit one founded on 
mutual respect Stakes are high, requiring the military leaders of member nations to emphasize 
common objectives as well as mutual support and respect. · 

Considerations for Multinational Operations. Considerations are shown in the figure 
below. 

National Goals. No t~o nations share exactly the same reasons for entering a coalition or 
alliance. To some degree, participation within an alliance or coalition requires the subordination 
of national autonomy by member nations. The glue that binds the multinational force is 
agreement, however tenuous, on common goals and objectives. However, different national 
goals, often unstated, cause each nation to measure progress in its own way. Each nation, 
therefore, can produce differing perceptions of progress. Joint force commanders (JFCs) 
should strive to understand each nation's goals and how those goals can affect conflict 
termination and the desired end state. Maintaining cohesion and unity of effort requires 
understanding and adjusting to the perceptions and needs of member nations. 

Unity of Effort. Motivations of member nations may differ, but multinational objectives 
should be attainable, clearly defined by the commander or leadership structure of the 
multinational force, and supported by each member nation. Commanders of multinational 
forces should carefully consider the types of missions assigned to member forces. Capabilities 
will often differ substantially between national forces, but sensitivity to and consideration of 
national honor, pride, and prestige will often be as important to final success as the contributions 
and capabilities of the national forces themselves. Small decisions, such as which national 
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forces a:re involved in the main effort or perhaps play the lead role at the start of an offensive, 
can have major consequences in multinational operations. 

Coordinated policy, particularly on such matters as alliance or coalition commanders' 
authority over national logistics (including infrastructure) and theater intelligence, is required. 
Coordinated planning for rules of engagement (ROE), fratricide prevention, deception, 
electronic warfare, communications, special weapons, source and employment of reserves, 
and timing of operations is essential for unity of effort. Actions to improve interoperability 
and the ability to share information need to be addressed early (as early as the development of 
military systems for formal alliances). Nations should exchange qualified liaison officers at 
the earliest opP<>rtunity to ensure mutual understanding and unity of effort. 

Planning is often complicated by participation of all members. Multinational force 
commanders and staffs should seek to involve all member nations in the decision making 
process, consistent with the terms established at the founding of the alliance or·coalition. 
Member recommendations should be sought continuously by multinational force commanders, 
but especially during development of courses of action (COAs) and ROE, assignment of 
missions to national forces, and establishment of priorities of effort. 

JFCs should establish a working rapport with leaders of other national forces. A personal, 
direct relationship can often overcome many of the difficulties associated with multinational 
operations. Respect, trust, and the ability to compromise are essential to building arid 
maintaining a strong team. 

Doctrine, Training, and Equipment. Doctrines, operational competence as a result of training 
and experience, and types and quality of equipment can vary substantially among the military 
forces ofm.ember nations. When the situation permits, JFCs seek opportunities to ~mprove 
the contributions of other national forces through training assistance and sharing of resources 
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consistent with US and alliance or coalition terms of reference, such as the loan of American 
equipment (for example, radios, vehicles, or weapons). 

JFCs implement measures to assess the capabilities, strengths, and weaknesses of member 
forces to facilitate matching missions with capabilities. Where member forces have unique 
or special capabilities, they should be appropriately exploited. Joint and multinational exercises . 
are key components of joint training and doctrine refinement. Types of exercises include 
command post exercises and field training exercises. Simulation can complement most 
exercises. Distributedsimulation is a means to enhance training between remotely separated 
forces. 

Cultural Differences. Each partner in multinational operations possesses a unique cultural 
identity- the result of language, values, religious systems, and economic and social outlooks. 
Even seemingly minor· differences, such as dietary restrictions, can have great impact. 
Commanders should strive to accommodate religious holidays, prayer calls, and other unique 
cultural traditions important to allies and coalition members, consistent with the situation. 

·Language differences often present the most immediate challenge. Specifying an official 
coalition language can be a sensitive issue. US forces cannot assume that the predominant 
language will automatically be English. Information loss during translation can be high, and 
misunderstandings and miscommunications can have disastrous effects. To assist with cultural 
and language challenges, JFCs employ linguists and area experts, often available within or 

. through the Service components or from other US agencies. In some instances, members of 
Service forces may be especially familiar with the operational area, its cultures, and languages 
as a result of previous assignments or heritage. 

Management of Resources. Forces of member nations must be supported either by national 
assets or through the coalition. Resource contributions will vary between members. Some 
may contribute logistically, while others contribute military forces. Some may be able to do 
both. Commanders of multinational forces should seek to ensure that member forces are 
appropriately supplied and that contributions of member nations are consistent with national 
capabilities and the terms established at the formation of the alliance and/or coalition. 
Frequently, JFCs will rely on national political leadership and representatives from such 

A US aircrew member coordinates loading procedures with UN loading crews 
through an Ethiopian translator during Operation SUPPORT HOPE 
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agencies as the Department of State to effect such coordination with the leadership of member 
nations. 

National Communications. JFCs should anticipate that some forces from alliance or coalition 
member nations will have direct and near immediate communications capability from the 
operational area to their respective national political leadership. This communications 
capability can facilitate coordination. of issues, but it can also be a source of frustration. as 
leaderships external to the pperational area may be issuing guidance directly to their deployed 
·national forces. 

JFCs should have a responsive and reliable link to appropriate US agencies arid political 
leadership. Where senior JFCs are in the chain of command between the deployed JFC and 
the National Command Authorities, provisions should be made for bypassing intermediate 
points in the chain of command for exceptional and emergency situations. The conditions 
and supporting communications systems for such bypassing should be established by the 
appropriate military and political leadership early. 

Considerations During the Planning and Execution of Multinational Operations. 
Rules of Engagement. JFCs should give early attention to developing ROE that are 

appropriate to the situation and can be employed by all member forces. This task is often 
difficult, requiring the participation and cooperation of senior political and military 
representatives from member nations. Complete consensus or standardization of ROE may 
not be achievable because of individual national values and operational employment concepts. 
However, JFCs should strive to develop and implement simple ROE that can be tailored by 
member forces to their particular situation. 

In many cases, commanders of deployed member forces may lack the authority to speak on 
behalf of their nation in the ROE development process. This lack of authority may require 
considerable support from coalition political leadership both within and outside the operational 
area to coordinate and implement appropriate ROE. 

The Media. Though not directly related to the conduct of operations, JFCs seek to facilitate 
the activities of national and international press organizations, consistent with requirements 
for operations security. This task is complicated in a multinational situation where press 
corps from each member nation may have their own standards and requirements. JFCs 
cannot hope to impose control over such efforts and, instead, should seek to work closely 
with leaders of member forces and their national press elements to develop an open and 
collegial environment. Simple ground rules· should be established by the senior political and 
military representatives of the alliance or coalition at the earliest possible moment to avoid 
incidents that could jeopardize the operation or detract from coalition cohesion. 

Local Law Enforcement. US forces will often not have the authority or capability to 
enforce local laws in the operational area. JFCs should seek clear guidance from the alliance 
or coalition politicalleadershi p during the planning phase of multinational operations. Where 
local law enforcement organizations are present and capable, JFCs establish systems and 
procedures to optimize the contributions of indigent law enforcement personnel in facilitating 
operations and protecting lives and property in the operational area. Where local law 
enforcement systems and organizations are not available, JFCs should consider deploying 
aprropriate US forces early in the deployment flow as well as exploiting the capabilities of 
other member nations. 

Command and Control (C2). Successful multinational operations can center on achieving 
unity of effort from the outset. Participating nations need to provide the multinational force 
commander sufficient authority over their national forces to achieve this unity. In turn, 
multinational force commanders and staffs exercise their authority to unify the efforts of the 
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multinational force toward common objectives. Such authority, however, is seldom absolute. 
Consensus and compromise are important aspects ·of decision making in multinational 
organizations. 

Alliances typically have developed C2 structures, systems, ru:td procedures. Alliance forces 
typically mirror their alliance composition, with the predominant nation providing the alliance 
force commander. Staffs are integrated, and subordinate commands are often led by senior 
representatives from member nations. Doctrine, standardization agreements, and a·certain 
political harmony characterize alliances. The figure below provides an example of a command 
structure. within an alliance. 

Coalitions are typically formed on short notice and can include forces not accustomed to 
working together. Establishing command relationships and operating procedures within the 
multinational force is often challenging. It involves complex issues that require a willingness 
to compromise in order to best achieve the common objectives. National pride and prestige 
can limit options for organization of the coalition command, as many nations prefer to not 
subordinate their forces to those of other nations. Though many C2 structures can be employed, 
coalitions are J_llOSt often characterized by one of two basic structures: parallel command or 
lead nation command. 

Parallel command exists when nations retain control of their deployed forces. If a nation 
within the coalition elects to exercise autonomous control of its force, a parallel command 
structure exists. Such structures can be organized with the following: 
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• Nations aligned in a common effort, each retaining national control. 
• Nations aligned in a common effort, some retaining national control, with others pennitting 

control of their forces by a central authority or another member force. 
• Parallel command is. the simplest to establish and often the organization of choice. 

Coalition forces control operations through existing national chains of command. 
Coalition decisions are made through a coordinated effort of the political and senior 
military leadership of member nations and forces. It is comm<>n for other command 
structures to emerge as coalitions mature, but the parallel model is often the starting 
point. The figure below depicts the command relationships developed and employed by 
coalition forces for Operation DESERT STORM. These relationships represented a 
parallel command structure, with coordination facilitated by the Coalition Coordination, 
Communications, and Integration Center (C31C). The C3IC was specifically established 
to facilitate exchange of intelligence and operational information, ensure coordination 
of operations among coalition forces, and provide a forum where routine issues could be 
resolved informally and collegially among staff officers. 

In a lead nation command arrangement, the nation providing the preponderance of forces 
and resources typically provides the commander of the coalition force. The lead nation can 
retain its organic C2 structure, employing other national forces as subordinate formations. 
More commonly, the lead nation command is characterized by some integration of staffs. 
The composition of staffs is determined by the coalition leadership. 

Lead nation and parallel command structures can exist simultaneously within a coalition. 
This combination occurs when two or more nations serve as controlling elements for a mix of 
international forces, such as the command arrangement employed by the Gulf War coalition. 
Western national forces were aligned under US leadership, while Arabic national forces were 
aligned under Saudi leadership. 

Regardless of the command structure, coalitions require significant coordination and liaison. 
Differences in language, equipment, capabilities, doctrine, and procedures are some of the 
interoperability challenges that mandate close cooperation. Coordination and liaison are 
important considerations in alliances as well. Robust liaison is critical to developing and 
maintaining unity of effort in coalition operations. Liaison exchange should occur between 
senior and subordinate commands and between lateral or like forces, such as between national 
special operations forces units or naval forces. 

Commanders and liaison teams require reliable communications, appropriate to the 
operational area and the coalition's concept of operations. JFCs often deploy robust liaison 
teams with sufficient communications equipment to permit instantaneous communication 
between national force commanders. This communication is especially important during the 
early stages of coalition formation and planning. JFCs should appropriately prioritize their 
liaison requirements during deployment into the operational area to facilitate communications 
as soon as possible. 

Liaison officers between multinational forces should be operationally proficient, innovative, 
and tenacious, but at the same time diplomatic and sensitive to the multinational forces with 
whom they are detailed. They should have the authority to speak for their JFCs or national 
force commanders . 

. Plans in multinational operations should be kept simple and focused on clearly defined 
objectives. The more complex the. operation or the more players involved, the more time and 
effort it takes to plan and coordinate the operation. Plans should be issued far enough in 
advance to allow sufficient time for member forces to conduct their own planning and 
rehearsals. Some alliance or coalition member forces may not have the planning and execution 
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dexterity and flexibility characteristic of US forces. Accordingly, JFCs should ensure that 
the tempo of planning and execution does not exceed the capabilities of national fore~. 
Effective liaison and reliable communications can facilitate subordinate planning and 
execution. 

To the extent possible, procedures should be standardized within the multinational force, 
especially if mistakes can result in failed missions or fratricide. Procedures such as control of 
attacking aircraft, maneuver control and fire support coordinating measures, and requests for 
supporting fires should be standardized. Where this is not possible, liaison teams should be 
tasked to facilitate coordination and deconflict operations. JFCs should fully exploit all 
capabilities available to them to coordinate operations, including Marine air/naval gunfire 
liaison companies and/or teams and Air Force tactical air control parties. 
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Commanders may elect to organize the operational area that supports the command's 
organization. For example, when a parallel command structure is employed, there are 
advantages to assigning areas of operation to national forces. This assignment permits relative 
autonomy of operations and can significantly deconflict operations. This technique was 
successfully employed by JTF Bravo during Operation PROVIDE COMFORT, where 
American, British, French, and Spanish forces operated in an area approximately 170 by 70 
kilometers in size. 

Operation SUPPORT HOPE Joint Task Force (JTF) officers explain airlift 
control element operations at Entebbe airport to the President of Uganda. A 

JTF, assembled in Entebbe, coordinated Ugandan support to the United 
Nations humanitarian relief effort to Rwanda. 

Intelligence. The collection, production, and dissemination of intelligence can be a major 
challenge. Alliance or coalition members normally operate separate intelligence systems in 
support of their own policy and military forces. These national systems may vary widely in 
sophistication and focus. Members may not have capabilities similar to the US to collect and 
process intelligence. Nonetheless, each nation's contributions and capabilities should be 
appropriately incorporated and exploited. JFCs should rapidly establish a system that optimizes 
each nation's contributions and provides member forces a common intelligence picture, tailored 
to their requirements and consistent with disclosure policies of member nations. 

JFCs need to determine what intelligence may be shared with the forces of other nations 
,early in the planning process. The limits of intelligence sharing and the procedures for doing 
so need to be determined during initial coordination and negotiation between senior political 
and military representati yes from member nations. 

The National Disclosure Policy provides initial guidance. It promulgates national policy 
and procedures in the form of s·pecificdisclosurecriteriaand limitations,definitionsofterms, 
·release arrangements, and other guidance. It also establishes interagency mechanisms and 
procedures for the effective implementation of the policy. In the absence of sufficient guidance, 
JFCs should share only that information that is mission essential, affects lower-level operations, 
and is perishable. 

Logistics. Multinational logistics is a major challenge. Potential problem areas, as shown 
in the figure below, include differences in logistic doctrine; stockage levels; logistic mobility; 
interoperability; infrastructure; competition between Services and alliance and/or coalition 
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members for common support; and national resource limitations. Nonetheless,JFCs need to 
coordinate the use of facilities such as highways, rail lines, ports, and airfields in a manner 
that supports mission accomplishment. The notion that logistics is primarily a national 
responsibility cannot supplant detailed logistic planning in the operational area JFCs typically 
form multinational logistic staff sections early to facilitate logistic coordination and support 
multinational operations. 

Standardization of logistic systems and procedures can ease the logistic challenges. 
Interoperability of equipment, especially in adjacent or subordinate multinational units, is 
desirable and is considered by operational planners during concept development. Significant 
logistic operations include acquisition and distribution of food stuff~, fuels, ammunition, and 
spare parts; transportation; field services; and health service support. 

Contracting for various types of support, especially labor, facilities, common supplies, and 
transportation, is a significant aspect of many military operations. Procurement of materiel 
and services in the joint force's operational area is done either through contracting on the 
open market or when the host nation offers support through specific government agencies. 
The host nation may also restrict the joint force's contracting ability as it manages essential 
services for the host population. Requirements for materiel and services should be consolidated 
and validated as operationally required by the JFC's staff. A determination of appropriate 
source for meeting the requirements should then be conducted (for example, supply system, 
host-nation support, or contracting). If contracting is deemed appropriate, JFCs should ensure 
that sufficient, qualified contracting officers are available from the outset to leverage the 
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capabilities available within the operational area. When required, contracting officers should 
be paired with linguists and should be prepared to operate in currencies or commodities other 
than US dollars. 

Nations hosting US joint forces may offer logistic support or limit the ability of the joint 
force to contract support only through host-government agencies. JFCs can consider 
centralizing host-nation support functions so that requirements are both identified and 
supported, consistent with mission accomplishment. Nations might agree to have certain 
common supplies and support provided by member nations to other alliance or coalition 
forces. Nations might also agree on whether a multinational commander will have the authority 
to conclude host-nation support arrangements on behalf of participating nations. 

If some level of force integration is necessary to conduct operation~. planners should 
determine where the integration of units and headquarters needs to occur. Such decisions 
affect the deployment priorities and schedules for personnel and equipment. If integration is 
to occur at an intermediate staging base or port of debarkation, its impact on those bases or 
ports can be significant and needs to be addressed and accounted for by base and/or port 
commanders and staffs. 

Protection. Protection measures that apply to joint operations are appropriate also for· 
multinational situations. JFCs consider, for example, air defense, defensive counterair, 
reconnaissance and surveillance, and security measures for the multinational force. These 
considerations extend to nuclear, biological, and chemical warning and decontamination. 

Avoidance of fratricide, especially between member forces, is important because of its 
potential negative impact on alliance or coalition unity and trust between member forces. 
JFCs should carefully assess the risks of fratricide between member forces involved in CO As 
being considered and active! y seek to minimize the fratricide potential through a combination 
of operational and technological solutions and expedients. 

JP3-0 

538 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



N 

NATIONAL COMMAND AUTHORITIES 

. ,:~j{~~b~.~nd.the.Secre~~rDjt~~~jti~~fii~~i~t~~~~~t~~l: 
The Natibnal Command Authorities (NCA), consisting of the President and the Secretary 

of Defense .• or their authorized alternates, exercise authority over the armed forces through 
the combatant commanders for those forces assigned to the combatant commands and through 
the Secretaries of the Military Departments and the Chiefs of the Services for those forces not 
assigned to the combatant commands. 

The ultimate authority for national defense rests with the President. The President is assisted 
by the NationalSecurity Council (NSC), which is the principal forum for the development of 
national security policy. The Secretary of Defense is the principal adviser to the President for 
all matters relating to the Department of Defense and is a member of the NSC. The President 
and the Secretary of Defense (or their duly authorized alternates or successors) are the NCA, 
and they alone are vested with the lawful authority to direct the Armed Forces of the United 
States in the execution of military action, including the movement of forces or the initiation 
of operations. In peacetime, the Secretary of Defense issues policy guidance for joint operation 
planning and reviews joint operation plans with the assistance of the Under Secretary of · 
Defense for Policy. In crisis and war, the Secretary plays a pivotal role in crisis action planning 
and execution. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff is the principal military adviser to 
theNCA. 

JP0-2 
JPS-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM 

The telecommunications system that results from :ih~.te8hhi~t~ba/g~~~iiJ#I'f.> 
integration of the separate telecommunicationssystems. ()f:thE;s~y~~;~~~qtjve~.~~::·: 
branch departments and agencies having a signiflcahftei~Q.moo~n!.~fion~:;;,; . 
capability. Also called NCS. · .:. ·.:: :·.'.,:;'':.:},' .. >;-;.,::.~i}:[G;J;\~~i~~Ji~~:j~J~~~Ji}i~~!:;";': 
The National Communications System (NCS) is an interagency group that coordinates the 

telecommunications assets of 23 Federal departments and agencies to ensure compatibility 
and interoperabilityduring emergencies without compromising day-to-day operations. The 
NCS consists of the telecommunications assets of the entities represented on the NCS 
Committee of Principals and an administrative structure consisting of the Executive Agent, 
the NCS Committee of Principals, and the Manager. NCS CommitteeofPrincipalsconsists 
of representatives from those Federal departments, agencies, or entities designated by the 
President that lease or own telecommunications facili~ies or services of significance to national 
security or emergency preparedness. The NCS includes, to the extent permitted by law, other 
Executive entities that bear policy, regulatory, or enforcementresponsibilitiesof importance 
to national security or emergency preparedness telecommunications capabilities. 
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· The purpose of the NCS is to assist the President, National Security Council, Office of 
Science and Technology Policy, and Office of Management and Budget to exercise their 
wartime and non-wartime emergency functions and their planning and oversight 
responsibilities; and to coordinate the planning for and provision of national security and 
emergency preparedness communications for the Federal government under all circumstances. 

The Secretary of Defense is the Executive Agent for the NCS. The principal adviser for 
NCS matters is the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Command, Control, Communications, 
and Intelligence. The Director, Defense Information Systems Agency, is the Manager, NCS. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

NATIONAL GOALS 

No two nations share exactly the same reasons for entering a coalition or alliance. To some 
degree, participation within an alliance or coalition requires the subordination of national 
autonomy by member nations. The glue that binds the multinational force is agreement, 
however tenuous, on common goals and objectives. However, different national goals, often 
unstated, cause each nation to measure progress in its own way. Each nation, therefore, can 
produce differing perceptions of progress. Joint force commanders should strive to understand 
each nation's goals and how those goals can affect conflict termination and the desired end 
state. Maintaining cohesion and unity of effort requires understanding and adjusting to the 
perceptions and needs of member nations. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND SYSTEM 

The priority component of the Worldwide Military ~~·m~~daiJ~i®.i!~t:§~~~~lJ~~J 
designed to support the National Command Authorities andJoinfChi~fs'ofStaJM.{ii 

i~ the exercise of their responsibilities. Also caU~d;::~:~:~~,:·::~[y:~ /Lt!t'){-~::·~·~-~i}~~~h1l~~~[1:" 
The National Military CommandS ystem (NMCS) is the priority component ofWorldwide 

Military Command and Control System (WWMCCS)/GiobalCommand and Control System 
designed to support the National Command Authorities (NCA) and the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
in the exercise of their responsibilities. The NMCS provides the means by which the President 
and the Secretary of Defense can reed ve warning and intelligence so that accurate and timely 
decisions can be made, the resources of the Military Departments can be applied, military 
missions can be assigned, and direction can be communicated to combatant commanders or 
the commanders of other commands established by the NCA. The NMCS must be capable 
of providing information so that appropriate and timely responses can be selected, directed, 
and implemented by the NCA. 

Both the communication of warning and intelligence from all sources and the communication 
of decisions and commands.to military forces require that the NMCS be a responsive, reliable, 
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and survivable system. This capability requires. that the command, control, communications, 
computers, and intelligence (C4) systems within WWMCCS be configured and operated for 
effective support of the NMCS as well as their specific missions. Systems must be compatible 
and interoperable. C4 systems must provide direct connection or real time relay wherever 
necessary. Data and message text formats must be standard. All details of system configuration 
and operation must be as efficient as possible in terms of both effectiveness and use of resources. 

An enduring command structure with survivable C4 systems is both required and 
fundamental to NMCS continuity of operations. The NMCS includes four primary nodes­
the National Military Command Center (Site R), United States Strategic Command Center, 
United States Space Command Center, the National Airborne Operations Center, and such 
other command centers as may be designated by the Secretary of Defense. Support of the 
NMCS will be the priority function of all primary and alternate command centers. 

These centers must be linked by reliable C4 systems, supported by warning and intelligence 
systems, and continuously staffed and ready for use .. Special capabilities must be provided 
for communication with strategic offensive and defensive forces and for other forces that 
may be required for quick reaction in crises. In this case, the communications will be designated 
and operated to ensure minimum elapsed time for the transmission of orders to the operating 
units of these forces. The NMCS also includes C4 systems connecting its centers with primary 
and alternate command centers of the headquarters of the combatant commands; service 
Headquarters of the Military Departments; other designated commands and Department of 
Defense (DOD) agencies that provide support through the WWMCCS; major or key 
intelligence direction, analysis, and indication and warning centers; and other functional 
activities; e.g., counterdrug. 

C4 Systems extend the joint warriors' ability to exchange 
infonnation across vast distances. 

Effective coordination and liaison must be established and maintained with those activities 
of the US Government outside the DOD that have functions associated with the NMCS; e.g., 
the White House Situation Room, Department of State Operations Center, Central Intelligence 
Agency Operations Center, the National Coordinating Center for Telecommunications, United 
.Nations Military Mission, US Coast Guard Operations Center, Federal Aviation Administration 
Executive Communications Control Center, and such other agencies, activities, or centers as 
may be designated. 

541 



NATIONAL MILITARY STRATEGY 

Appropriate military information will be provided to these associated systems through the 
NMCS, using timely, secure, and reFable communications systems. Conversely, political, 
intelligence, diplomatic, and economic information input to the NMCS will be provided by 
these same systems. In addition, the NMCS should provide communications to support 
representatives of the White House and other Government activities that may use the NMCS 
in a politico-military situation concerrung strategic direction of us military forces. 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff will provide for lateral coordination with US 
. Government activities external to the DOD to ensl.rre necessary interchange of data to and 
from the NMCS. 

Related Terms 
global command and control system 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

NATIONAL MILITARY STRATEGY 

· . ·:=:~~"~=;~: ~~~i~~~utingand ~p~in~~~~~~~i~~~~~~ff~~~~1~ 
National military strategy (NMS) is derived from the national security strategy. NMS 

attempts to promote peace, deter aggression, and, failing that, fight and win. But in the larger 
context, defeating an enemy military force is rarely sufficient, in and of itself, to ensure a 
long-term solution to a crisis. The NMS and defense policy provide strategic guidance for 
the employment of military forces. The NMS provides advice of the Chairman, in consultation 
with the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders, to the 
President, the National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense as to the recommended 
NMS and fiscally constrained force structure required to attain the national security objectives. 
The Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP) provides guidance for planning purposes to the 
combatant commanders and the Chiefs of the Services to accomplish tasks and missions 
based on current military capabilities. This guidance capitalizes on US strengths and permits 
it to exploit the weaknesses of those who may threaten our national interests. The JSCP 
provides a coherent framework for capabilities-based military advice provided to the National 
Command Authorities. 

Related Terms 
national security strategy; strategy; theater strategy 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

NATIONAL ·sECURITY 

.. ~~~:~~::.e~==f~~~~~~:~~~~~~i~~tillli\1 
advantage over any foreign nation or group of natic)ji~'/O.i':bi·'.~,·f,ay9@~f~1fe~i~f!M~· 
relations position, or c. a defense posture cap~~~-~:.:·gf,~:.~~#~·~~~:,y::~~~i.~t:fg;~~: 
hostile or destructive action from within or without~:ove·ifor~coverti;:J:d:~1i~~F?1f ·· · · 
· · · . · . .. . :-:(:;:.: ~;:{r,i\~~f-ij~!.S~~t~~~(/./~~L\~~~~~~L;~}~~-t]~{JH'~IJtJ}~irrF ·-· .. 
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Pursuant to the constitutional requirement of the· Federal Government to "provide for the 
common defense," the executive and legislative branches of the Fede~al Government share 
responsibility and authority for ensuring national security. Based on the constitutional 
foundation of checks and balances and civilian control of the military, Congress legislates an 
overall framework for national security and allocates resources to meet changing defense 
requirements as identified by the executive branch. Within the executive branch, Federal 
agencies operate within this overall frameworkand the resources allocated to provide for the 
Nation's present and future security. Using available resources and statutory authorities, the 
President exercises his constitutional authority as Commander in Chief to direct the deployment 
and employment of the Nation's Armed Forces. 

Defense of the national security rests first on the concept of deterrence. By demonstrating 
national resolve and maintaining the ability to deal successfully with threats to the national 
interests, we deter those who would use military power against us. Readiness and military 

·professionalism lessen the risk of our having to fight at all. If deterrence fails, then our single 
objective is winning the nation's wars. When we fight, we fight to win. 

We also have a long history of military support for national goals short of war, ranging 
from general military service to the nation (such as surveying railroads and waterways in the 
19th century) to a wide range of actions abroad in support of foreign policy. In all military 
operations other than war, our purpose again is to promote th.e national security and protect 
our national interests. 

Related Terms 
national military strategy; national security strategy 

Source Joint Publications 
JPI 
JP0-2 

Joint Warfare of the Armed Force of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF)· 

NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL SYSTEM 

The National Security Council (NSC) system is the principal forum for deliberation of 
national security policy issues requiring Presidential decision. The NSC system provides the 
framework for establishing national strategy and policy objectives. The NSC develops policy 
options, considers implications, coordinates operational problems that require inter­
departmental consideration, develops recommendations for the President, and monitors policy 
implementation. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff discharges a substantial part of 
his statutory responsibilities as the principal military adviser to the President, the NSC, and 
the Secretary of Defense through the institutional channels of the NSC. The Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff regularly attends NSC meetings and presents hi.s views and those of the 
other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders. The NSC prepares 
national security guidance that, With Presidential approval, implements national security policy. 
These policy decisions provide the basis for military planning and programming. 

JP5-0 

· Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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NATIONAL SECURITY STRATEGY 

· -:·· · .... · ·: .:: ~~} :: _.·< : _:-::: ~ .·::: :·~-:: ···::·: :/:~:-<: .. · . . _·. .. .· :--.'.: :_:~:.: ·/ :~: ·:-~;: ~- ·:~~--:---:~·: ;._.;·.:- -~,;.\~:~-./<< ~~-::~: ;:~ ;·~::;~: :~-:~~;T~·t~--:~ii.~~~~~~~~t~;~;~~~WjW\i~:-­
.•. The)i.rt .~n~ :science' of developing; applying;· and ¢o9r~I~fiting,t~e(ig~t~~mQf1ts~:·, 

;;J~;1~~;~~~!~~~~!c~=~~~~~~~~1~~~il~~i~i~l~~, 
We achieve unity of effort first at the national level. The President, assisted by the National 

Security Council, develops national security strategy (other-Wise known as national or grand 
strategy), employing the politicalldi plomatic,economic, informational, and military powers 
of the nation to secure national policy aims cmd objectives. In support of this national security 
strategy, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in consultation with the other members of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, advises the President and Secretary of Defense (the National Command 

·Authorities) concerning the application of military power. The resulting national military 
strategy provides strategic focus for US military activity. Strategy involves understanding 
the desired policy goals for a projected operation; that is, what should be the desired state of 
affairs when the conflict is terminated .. The clear articulation of aims and objectives and the 
resulting strategic focus are fundamental prerequisites for unity of effort. 

National security strategy is the art and science of developing, applying, and coordinating 
the instruments of national fx>wer (diplomatic, economic, military, informational)to achieve 
objectives that contribute to national security. ·It encompasses national defense, foreign 
relation$, and economic relations and assistance; and aims, among other objectives, at providing 
a favorable foreign relations position, and a defense posture capable of defeating hostile 
action. 

As the national leadership generates national objecti vesand a national security strategy to 
pursue them, the leadership will also devise - or modify - the military instrument of 
national power as a component of national security strategy. This strategy takes the form of 
objectives for the development of broad military capabilities, their worldwide posture, and 
their functional and geographic orientation. In the event of armed conflict, this strategy will 
take the form of military objectives for the establishment of military conditions essential to 
support national security objectives and terminate the conflict on terms favorable to US 
interests. These objectives need to be coordinated with associated diplomatic, economic, and 
informational objectives. 

Related Terms 
national military strategy; strategy; theater strategy 

JPI 
JP0-2 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

NATIONAL STRATEGIC DIRECTION 

National security s~tegy and national military strategy, shaped by and oriented on national 
security policies, provide strategic direction for combatant commanders. Combatant 
commanders, in tum, provide guidance and direction through their combatant command 
strategies and plans for the employment of military forces, in conjunction with interagency 
and multinational forces, in the conduct of military operations. These strategies integrate 
national and military objectives (ends), national policies and military concepts (ways), and 

544 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



NATIONAL STRATEGIC DIRECTION 

national resources and military forces and supplies (means). The figure below illustrates 
national strategic direction. 

The National Command Authorities, through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
direct the national effort that supports combatant and subordinate commanders to ensure the 
following: 

• Military objectives are defined, understood, and achievable. 
• Active Service forces are ready for combat and Reserve component forces are 

appropriately mobilized and readied to join active forces. 
• lnteiligence systems and efforts focus on the operational area, .including opposing nations 

and their armed forces. 
• Strategic direction is current and timely. . 
• Defense and other governmental agencies support the joint force commander's (JFC's) 

employment of forces. · · 
• The conti'nental US base and other combatant commands are ready to provide needed 

support. 
• Allies anq coalition partners are available when appropriate. 
• Forces and supplies deploy into the operational area in a timely manner to support the 

JFC's concept of operations. 
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. ·':-.-~~q ... ,; .-.;.;:;::~~·,:;.· .· . 
. · ·--~-:;<:\~~ :- t~· '.,.. ::~~?{~:-)~_.: f:~.:?>~~;;_::;..:_< .< : .... 

· .... · ······:~~~em~~.:~~~~~!~illl111tfl~l1t 
Related Terms 

national security strategy, national military strategy 
Source Joint Publications 

JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

NATION ASSISTANCE 

General. Nation assistance is civil or military assistance (other than humanitarian assistance 
(HA)) rendered to a nation by US ·forces within that nation's territory during peacetime, 
crises or emergencies, or war, based on agreements mutually concluded between the US and 
that nation. Nation assistance operations support a host nation (HN) by promoting sustainable 
development and growth of responsive institutions. The goal is to promote long-term regional 
stability. Nation assistance programs often include, but are not limited to, security assistance, 
foreign internal defense (FID), and humanitarian and civic assistance as shown in the figure 
below. All nation assistance actions are integrated through the US Ambassador's Country 
Plan. 

Security Assistance. Security assistance refers to a group of programs by which the US 
provides defense articles, military training, and other defense-related services to foreign nations 
by grant, loan, credit, or cash sales in furtherance of national policies and objectives. Some 
examples of US security assistance programs are Foreign Military sales, Foreign Military 
Financing Program, International Military Education and Training Program, Economic Support 
Fund, and commercial sales licensed under the Arms Export Control Act. 

Foreign Internal Defense. FID programs encompass the total political, economic, 
informational, and military support provided to another nation to assist its fight against 
subversion and insurgency. US military support to FID should focus on assisting HN personnel 
to anticipate, preclude, and counter these threats. FID supports HN internal defense and 
development (IDAD) programs. US military involvement in FID has traditionally been 
focused on helping another nation defeat an organized movement attempting to overthrow 
the government. US FID programs may address other threats to an HN's internal stability, 
such as civil disorder, illicit drug trafficking, and terrorism. 
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uThe severity of hum~~ suffering in Som~n~~.~~~~~\~~~~~h~;~~;[·~--fi~:~i~tPf. 
alleviate the situation on their own. Units were:d$piC)y~d, .to the:fiei.tl;to:pro~id8,:;e:,: 
security for the human.itarian relief agency convoys·of·fC,od~::.'upoh;sft8i~s{ih~r~( 
appalling conditions, and realizing they were not:~#ke~)o·g~~~·f~~~ pt;:prqY:i#~:!Ui 
direct support to the population, local commanclers:.,oo~: lfilp~i1/t.h.~lii,~~IV«:t,;t'ij( 
to try to arrange for or speed up. relief supplles?'t,Whii~··\IVell~iriteriCI~d; :thi~JJ;:t 

a~lvl~ dlve~d the commanders·.·a~ntlon:~jl~~~i~~~~~~(~' 

Humanitarian and Civic Assistance. Humanitarian and civic assistance programs are 
provided under title 10 US Code section 401. This assistance is provided in conjunction with 
military operations and exercises, and must fulfill unit training requirements that incidentally 
create humanitarian benefit to the local populace. In contrast to emergency relief conducted 
under HA operations, humanitarian and civic assistance programs generally encompass planned 
activities in the following categories: 

• Medical, dental, and veterinary care provided in rural areas of a country; 
. • Construction of rudimentary surface transportation systems; 
• Well drilling and construction of basic sanitation facilities; and, 
• Rudimentary construction and repair of public facilities. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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NAVAL COASTAL WARFARE 

1!lllfiA1~m~~~~S!;e1iill~lillli\!ll 
Naval coastal warfare (NCW) forces plan and conduct operations to ensure strategic mobility 

and provide a safe haven for US and multinational forces in NCW areas, during time of war 
or other contingency situations, in support of the joint force commander's (JFC's) concept of 
operations. NCW is the responsibility of the JFC. This responsibility is exercised through 
the Navy component commander (NCC), who will normally assign a naval coastal warfare 

. commander (NCWC) for an appropriate NCW area. The NCWC plans and conducts NCW 
operations within a defmed geographic area, normally designated as the NCW area. NCW 
encompasses coastal sea control, harbor defense, and port security. NCW operations include . 
but are not limited to intelligence gathering; reconnaissance and surveillance; interdiction; 
security and safety; and supporting operations. These operations may be done independently 
or in support of other operations. 

The NCWC may assign subarea operational commanders as needed for coastal sea control 
and harbor defense in order to conduct these operations. Supporting functions such as mine 
countermeasures or search and rescue may be assigned to the NCWC. The conceptual 
organization is illustrated in the figure below. 

Geographic combatant commanders and subordinate joint force commanders have the 
responsibility for NCW within their respective area of responsibility/jointoperations area. 
This responsibility is exercised through the NCC. The NCC tasks the NCWC to conduct 
NCW operations. The NCC will assign supporting forces to the NCWC as required and 
available. The NCWC may request Coast Guard support before the transfer of the Coast 
Guard as a Service to the Navy. 

The NCWC conducts NCW operations within a designated NCW area. The NCWC may 
identify .one or more coastal sea control commanders (CSCCs ), harbor defense commanders, 
and su.pporting function commanders, as appropriate. 

The NCWC conducts liaison with Service component forces ashore via the joint rear area 
coordinator or the joint rear area commander, if designated, during joint operations. Close 
coordination is essential. CSCCs and harbor defense commanders establish corresponding 
relationships with Service component forces ashore to coordinate security operations. 

The NCWC is subject to all agreements between the US and host nation (HN) governments. 
Close liaison between the NCWC and appropriate HN agencies is necessary in order to 
operate within that country's territorial waters and to coordinate support from local, civil, and 
military authorities. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 

NBC-CAPABLE NATION 

NBC-CAPABLE NATION 

The threat of the use of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) occurs across the range of 
military operations. Nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC)-capable nations, including 
developing nations. may use these weapons to achieve political or military objectives. WMD 
may be used in isolation or as an adjunct to conventional combat power. If used, they pose 
the problem to US forces of creating an asymmetrical battlefield. 

The number of nations capable of developing and possessing WMD is steadily increasing. 
Developing nations are receiving these weapons or means to develop them through 
technological transfer, overt or covert direct transfer, or support to belligerent groups or 
governments. The potential for their use can range from blackmail or acts of terrorism during 
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NETWORK 

peace to escalation during conflict or war. An NBC-capable nation is defined as one that has 
the capability to produce or acquire and employ one or more types of WMD to achieve 
political and military objectives. Inherent in this capability are varying degrees of abilities to 
conduct research and development, improve technology, stockpile, and effectively prosecute 
a war in an NBC environment. 

·Related Terms 
nuclear, biological,and chemical defense operations· 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

NETWORK 

The missions of the US military have changed dramatically in the last decades of the 
twentieth century. The current and future operating environment of joint forces will be 
increasingly characterized by rapid change. Technological improvements in mobility, directed 
energy weapons, and sensors will continue to reduce factors of time and space, and demand 
faster tempos of operation across vast areas. Increasing global population, rapidly expanding 
world economic markets, and unprecedented advances in information systems technology 
will c~ntinue to perpetuate a global explosion of military and commercial information 
networks. These ever increasing networks are rapidly creating a global sphere (or infosphere) 
of information. The infosphere refers ~o the rapidly growing global network of military and 
commercial command. control, communications, and computers systems and networks linking 
information data bases and fusion centers that are accessible to the warrior anywhere, anytime, 
in the performance of any mission. The infosphere provides a worldwide, automated 
information exchange that supports joint forces, which is secure and transparent to the warrior. 
This emerging capability is highly flexible to support the rapid task organization and power 
projection. Information technology and the existence and growth of a global infosphere have 
irreversibly impacted the fundamental approach to warfare of massing effects rather than 
forces. This has not only propelled joint forces into the age of information, but also into 
information-based warfare with precision-guided weapon systems that detect and engage 
targets based on the electronic transfer of data. Joint forces must quickly adapt to this 

·increasingly complex and highly uncertain operating environment. 
Related Terms 

information grid 

JP6-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Command, Control. Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

NONCOMBATANT EVACUATION OPERATIONS 

Noncombatantevacuation operations (NEO) normally relocate threatened noncombatants 
from a foreign country. Although principally conducted to evacuate US citizens, NEOs may 
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Selected Haitian noncombatants board a US C-130 bound for safe haven 
camps in Panama during Operation ABLE MANNER. · 

also include seleciive evacuation of citizens from the host nation as well as citizens from 
other countries. 

NEO methods and timing are significant} y influenced by diplomatic consideration~. Under 
ideal circumstances there may be little or no opposition; however, commanders should 
anticipate opposition and plan the operation like any combat operation. 

NEOs are similar to a raid in that the operation involves swift insertion of a force, temporary 
occupation of objectives. and ends with a planned. withdrawal. It differs from a raid in that 
force used is normally limited to that required to protect the evacuees and the evacuation 
force. Forces penetrating foreign territory to conduct a NEO should be kept to the minimum 
consistent with mission accomplishmentand the security of the force and the extraction and 
protection of evacuees. 
· Pursuant to Executive Order 12656. the Department of State (DOS) is responsible for the 
protection and evacuation of American citizens abroad and for guarding their property. This 
order also directs the Department of Defense to advise and assist the DOS in preparing and· 
implementing plans for the evacuation of US citizens. The US Ambassador, or Chief of the 
Diplomatic Mission. is responsible for the preparation of Emergency Action Plans that address 
the military evacuation of US citizens and designated foreign·nationals from a foreign country. 
The conduct of military operations to assist implementation of Emergency Action Plans is 
the responsibility of the geographic combatant commander. 

Evacuation operations are characterized by uncertainty. Evacuation operations may be 
directed without warning because of sudden changes in a country's government, reoriented 
political or military relationship with the US. a sudden hostile threat to US citizens from 
elements within or external to a foreign country. or in response to a natural disaster. 

Examples of NEO are EASTERN EXIT. conducted in 1991, when US and foreign national 
personnel were evacuated from Somalia, and QUICK UFf, also conducted in 1991, when 
personnel were evacuated from Zaire. 
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•• '> ·'~ •••• :. ;::.:·: •• ••• •• -·-: •• • ·.,..::<:~: .: . : . '• . . . . .·.: ·.·· .. ·-~·>.·~ ·.:: .. ;.: :.-·.·.:.:· .. :: .· ..... ····>··:·..:-,' ····.:;·-~.;:·-/··~·::·:·::-·~·-~:> 

b~·~:~Jr~;~;:~~;~;;~[~r:r~iar~~!r~t~~tt~,.~]~~~;~~~:{i~~31 
·•· · .. asa••laJ)¢8Jo•eVacuate·tl)e •• Embassy;•'•Amert~o~.jjo:otl)lir)~fl!l~?.?ll~oo1JI!l;jt; 

.·· :.,:·.· :.: :•. .,:1.?!·~~ 
. · .. ->_>:::.}\ .···. 

:south from the. North Arabian Sea.:toward Somali.:,• lriHI.I>pl8~$i•Cillid:·'f~r~~·;:! 
: . evacuation Of the endangered Americans throligh }Mogadls~·u~•-~•l'lie"'l~tiQn~l'i:\11 
•· · airpo·rt~ utiliZing Air Foree aircraft st~ged in Kei)y.~:Jl1 •.. sit~-~tion'-111iM99adi~·hij_;;.·,~; 
. rapidiy. worsened and • aircraft, even those of the U.s}~~f,::.~9r~~:;~~~~-~~9~~::1;~ij~:t1@j 

. safely· at the airport. It seemed unlikely In any· c•se;~hll~!.t~~~-'-··s.h,el,~~~;·at>t.~~::i;.~·, 

. Emba;ycould travel safely through.the emb;::.:ti~.~~i~~:!lti~~l~~~~f:~ 
By 4 January, It had become apparent ·that thE!:.Em~·~yr~:·()_r;~,y::~pP.,l•:JaYtYilt";:fif~ 
the two ships still steaming south· at flank·· s~~d{L:,;At~~-~24?,.·:·~y;~;:qti:~~~'JK 
helicopters with Marines and Navy SEALs dep~~~;;;~-~~Jl;':~~~:·~,t·i.~ir'.j~.2~:t!~!f::1::i:, 
466-mile flight to Mogadishu. After two In-flight ~fufji1.11Q~::trc;».I!''~Y:l~9 •• 1~~~)~J~ 
the helicopters arrived over the Embassy at dawn~ ~"b()ut 4()0• a~rmed?:S()I'J1'811~0i.!:' 
stood with ladders by one wall. As the CH-53Es: fle~Jt.tc),:<~he:.·~qmp(ju#~;·;.,~·---· · ~ 
Somali scattered. Shortly after the hellcopter .. :Jq~c~~-~~:#~W#~:;j'·!i~P,~i~J0~r:, 
operations AC-130 gunship arrived overhead to prqvld•ff.ite)$upp~h,~ilfneede(i#~~~ 
The CH-53Es unloaded the security force, embarkeet:•&.1~.evaiP~te·~~~~ih~,t6o~::~1fi:::; 

for the 35D-mile returo flight. . ; {; 'jS~c '•,;<: • •:;;-:;;[~~;~;~}~~;{,,/;~ 
The ships continued to steam at full speed towarcf.Somalla :t~ro~gll~~.lt.•tlt:t:r:·:::• 
day. The final evacuation of the Embassy started at:·"-'ICf.f'llg~t~:~~~~:·~~,,:#h~.ej.~~;.;i 
had arrived off the coast. The remaining 220 evacuees and the•:s~~.f.!W-;f~ri?t;t':·~·;•: 

::T::~::.d::: ::u:::·" the rescue of 2Bt~~~ji•·,:·~4~~~!~lli 
countries - from a bloody civil war, was the ·~e:sul~;··of.:.~~he::~tyn~n;Ji.~ti¢FtH; 
employment of widely dispersed joint forces:.::t~S.t:.rapldi.Y.:~;pl~·o~ed.·:·•·oc(W 

conducted a NEO in the midst of the Gulf war. . ....... ,. · ;: .. ::.·. · .:.::: : :.:<:T/··:,i[;(i~.:;f::::~D~Is;:;·;:~~;: 
Related Terms 

military operations other than war 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

552 The Joint Doctrin_e Encyclopedia 



NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

i\irlllf~~~~~&~~rf~~~~ii111itli:i;i 
:: ::·actiVities.(development and relief)~> ~No.h9ov~mm·~n.t~lorgarai~~pn_s~:i$. a,:t~rm , 
:, :.::"~rrna.ny use~ by non-United State~ orga_":iZa.t!~~:~F~,I:~~,8~n~;~ :~~g·':~·J \?}B~sg; 

General. Where long-term problems precede a deepening crisis, nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) are frequently on scene before US forces and are willing to operate in 
high-risk areas. They will most likely remain long after military forces have departed. NGOs 
are independent, diverse, flexible, grassroots-focused, primary relief providers . 

. These organizations play an important role in providing support to host nations. In fact, 
NGOs provide assistance to over 250 million people annually. Their worldwide contributions . 
total between $9 and $1 0 billion each year- more than any single nation or international 
body (such as the United Nations (UN)). Because of their capability to respond quickly and 
effectively to crises, they can lessen the civil-military resources that a commander would 
otherwise have to devote to an operation. Though differences may exist between military 
forces and civilian agencies, short-terril objectives are frequently very similar. Discovering 
this common ground is essential to unity of effort. In the final analysis, activities and capabilities 
ofNGOs must be factored into the commander'sassessmentof conditions and resources and 
integrated into the selected course of action. 

The Role ofNGOs. NGOs may range in size and expefience from those with multimillion 
dollar budgets and qecades of global experience in developmental and humanitarian relief to 
newly created small organizations dedicated to a particular emergency or disaster. The 
professionalism, capability, equipment and other resources, and expertise vary greatly from 
one NGO to another. NGOs are Involved in such diverse activities as education, technical 
projects, relief activities, refugee assistance, public policy, and development programs. The 
connectivity between NGOs and the Department of Defense is currently ad hoc, with no 
specific statutory linkage. But while their focus remains grassroots and their connections 
informal, NGOs are major players at the interagency table. The sheer number of lives they 
affect and resources they provide enables the NGO community to wield a great deal of power 
within the interagency community. In fact, individual organizations are often tapped by the 
UN and US government agencies to carry out specific relief functions. 

Military and Private Organization Relations. The extensive involvement, local contacts, 
and experience gained in various nations make private organizations valuable sources of 
information about local and regional governments and civilian attitudes toward the operation. 
While some organizations will seek the protection afforded by armed forces or the use of 
military aircraft to move relief supplies to overseas destinations, others may avoid a close 
affiliation with military forces, preferring autonomous operations. Their rationale may be 
fear of compromising their position with the local populace or suspicion that military forces 
intend to take control of, influence, or even prevent their operations. Combatant command 
staff planners should consult these organizations, along with the host country government(if 
sovereign), to identify local issues and concerns that should be reflected in the proposed 
public affairs guidance. 
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:,!,, •• -.• ~FiJi~~liiJ~;ex~rience·:ahd·~~mpassion: ·t;k';in thJ;.i~#ii~~'ft·J~;§WJN$fri~f,f;Z~~)li~~~-'-~ ,, 
:>·'(to :nothavti fiJE] ~apacity::to ·deal with ·su.ch largtr.s¢8./f!: C#ta~trgpl!~S/tvithout IJ(J.Ip:,: ·:. 
C:._He/Pfroni :the:military is :not'something: we should, begf.n.;t~'tak/J.lohiJranteg:oi;.re/y}.' 
~~?,~ePf!l~ .. ~l!#l.~i!~; .· !Jut·t~ere f1re. e_xfn:Jordin~ry circL!'!J~ti#J€P:~:tf!lj{(#!!!:t~{:[S,~I?f!/'.~~~,~· , 
f.::'~:7f:·ml!nlJ()V(Bf,·: 8Q/.!1Pment;': e.xpert1se, • /rtlnsport and."CPITJ(JJllfllf!lf~Ol1)P!lPI!P(fY: 7.}1/)at. ;.:~ 

f:.,i\.'f!L~,~~ lfl"i~if ean rJBp/Or, ·. . ············ ......... · · ._;·;~li;~l~~~l:f~~~~·~);0;i;SJ~ >":t-7t: 
::-::.~: r •• ····:::-;:::;_:·;: ? ••.. ·• . ·:.:Philip. JohriSton·:::·>PteSid8nt-~;·&~~CEO \CARE~-~t:~:: 
i-:: :::-::}. ·::?};~ .. -::::::.:~·:< ·_:_·< .:· ·.·_.- ·.. : · ·: : .·. :· . -: · -· . -~:·:<~:~::;~~{~~~;\i~~~~:~)~:\?~:~t~~~;~i~:l~~ii~:r~rf~~~~:;~;~~~\:;;~: ::~~:::~);\{~/::J::/;· 

,':/:::i,Zijj:,~:sn:::/::; ~:~:'!;;~~~f:tt~~~~~~~IJI/!fp~~~:,t 
: : instiiutione,llymore comfortable with). For exampl~~:1niRwl1l!ri.iJ~~fhi!if!i(!tiliy~~ii/YiJ(;Ij''· 
:> as.an enabling force which allowed the NGOs and PVQ~jo(exe~u(B.·tfi~iitunqfiPn ()f/:.': 
. humanitarian relief. A key component to our succej§:'in.lf?ta/jqa~ wa~':tJ1{,~factflfB.t~·~t 

. ··.·:ac:uh~~*':e: :;re~;kground and wi~:,~:::~~~r~ij~-~~r:ii~',' 
General George. A. Joulwa"r:l/:f.-.'~~·9o~J1man~~i',,l~·:chief~;w. 

· · . · · . ·. : ·.::: .. ti./:~.,c~~,{~~t~~~~~~g~~~~~i~~;·':}:. 
Military Support ofNGOs. The National Command Authorities may determine that it is 

in the national interest to task US military forces with missions that bring them into close 
contact with (if not support of) NGOs. In such circumstances, it is mutually beneficial to 
closely coordinate the activities of all participants. A climate of cooperation between NGOs, 
and the military forces should be the goal. Taskings to support NGOs are normally for a 
short-term purpose due to extraordinary events. In most situations, logistics, communications, 
and security are those capabilities most needed by the NGOs. It is, however, crucial to 
remember that in such missions the role of the armed forces should be to en·able - not 
perform- NGO tasks. As later described, US military assistance has frequently proven to 
be the critical difference that enabled success of an operation. Military commanders and 
other decision makers should also understand that mutually beneficial arrangements between 
the armed forces and NGOs and may be critical to the success of the campaign or operation 
plan. 

Related Terms 
private voluntary organizations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-08 Interagency Coordination During Joint Operations, Vol. I 

NUCLEAR, BIOLOGICAL, AND CHEMICAL (NBC) DEFENSE OPERATIONS 

General. A capability to defend ·against nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) attack 
and to survive and sustain combat operations in an NBC environment requires intelligence 
forewarning and highly trained, properly equipped forces throughout the theater of operations. 
US forces must be prepared to conduct operations in an NBC environment with minimal 
degradation. At the theater operational level, NBC defense involves protection for forces 
and the means to remove or cope with operationally significant hazards, conceal intentions in 
the area of responsi bi I i ty, and provide adequate health service support to preserve the fighting 
capability of the forces. Physical and mental demands of military operations can have profound 
effects on the performance of individual Service members and units. This is.particularlytrue 
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when the stress of combat is intensified by heat, continuous operations, and NBC protectiv~ 
clothing worn as part of a unit's mission-oriented protective posture (MOPP). 

NBC defense for the theater requires cognizance of the principles of NBC defense -
avoidance, protection, and decontamination- coupled with a proactive theater-level program 
of intelligence, psychological operations, deception, and obscuration. If the enemy uses 
NBC weapons, an effective NBC defense program gives our forces an advantage in operational 
tempo. This advantage causes the enemy to cease NBC warfare or continue the conflict on 
less favorable terms. Nuclear weapons cause casualties through blast, heat, and radiation 
effects. Biological and chemical weapons cause serious injury or death and restrict the use of 
terrain or equipment. NBC weapons also degrade force effectiveness by causing military 
personnel to don cumbersome protective clothing and equipment. To counter these effects, 
NBC defense, as shown in t}1e figure below, adheres to the three principles: avoidance, 
protection, and decontamination. 

Avoidance. Passive and active measures u~ed in avoiding NBC attack are keys to NBC 
defense. Passive measures include training, camouflage and concealment (including the use 
of smoke and obscurants), hardened positions, and dispersion. Active avoidance includes 
contamination detection, marking, alarms, warning, reporting, and control measures. 

Protection. This principle consists of hardening of positions, protecting personnel, 
assuming MOPP, physical defense measures, and reacting to attack. 

Hardening. Overhead cover, bunkered positions,.armored-like sections of ships, or tanks 
are examples. This measure pertains primarily ~o nuclear weapons in the NBC defense context. 

Protecting Personnel. Ordinary clothing can provide some protection against the thermal 
effects of a nuclear detonation, but more sophisticated protection is required against biological 
and chemical weapons. These measures may include medical prophylaxis (pre-treatments) 
protective masks or protective ensemble~ antidote, or other medical treatments. 
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Nuclear. Other measures to protect personnel from nuclear effects include implementing 
passive measures, warning others, locating and identifying burst location, and limiting 
exposure. 

Biological and Chemical. Other biological and chemical measures include providing 
individual and collective protection measures or relocation of personnel to toxic-free areas. 

Mission-OrientedProtective Posture. When considering the use of MOPP, the commander 
should balance protection with degradation of the forces' ability to perform their mission. 
Normally, the joint force commander will leave the decision ofMOPP level to the component 
commander, who usually will decentralize the decision to the various area commanders or 
captains of their .vessels. 

Physical Defense Measures. The optimum conditions for the enemy to employ biological 
aerosols or chemical attacks exist in the late evening or early morning. When threat conditions 
exist, it is recommended that during the hours of darkness as many personnel as possible 
remain inside any available fixed or improvised collective protective shelters or wear their 
protective masks. 

Decontamination. Decontamination stops the· erosion of combat power and reduces the 
possibility of additional casualties from inadvertent exposure or· failure of protection. The 
extent of and time required for decontamination depends on the tactical situation, mission, 
degree of contamination, and other alternatives to decontamination, such as deferring the use 
of the equipment. Forces should ordinarily decontaminate only that materiel needed for 
completion of the mission. Depending on agent type and weather conditions, decontamination 
may not be required because of natural weathering effects (temperature, wind, and sunlight). 
Non-mission essential equipment would have the decontamination deferred, or natural 
weathering could be used. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

NUCLEAR RADIATION 

. :. · ::. : .. : ... :::::::y;;~~T:}n~~1~,~~?r~?~~;~;t~~ft1~~1(~>~· 
Particulate and electromagnetic radiation emitted from atomic nucl9iilii)i.$ri()us:::: 
nuclear processes. The important . nuclear radi~~i9n~/:.tro"rilA~!~tw:~:a..RPh]F 
standpoint, are alpha and beta particles, gamma rays,:and ~eutrora~.:,:A.Ii;~'~p.I~-~~·:J:.' 
radiations are ionizing radiations, but the reverse is nottrue;·X:.ra~,f~rieiamplef,;;:i 
are included among ionizing radiations, but they are notnuci~ar.r~a)~fiotis··$i.nc&E; _ _:: 
they do not originate from atomic nuclei. ..•. ·· : :': ~':';:: ~H;~;,:';~~~;~·:".. ·· ·'' <• .~:~~g~!,;i]j'" 

Effects of a nuclear detonation are primarily in three areas: thermal radiation, blast, and 
nuclear radiation. Corollary effects, such as electromagnetic pulse, can break down electronics 
system protection, disrupt communications, and have significant psychological impacts on 
friendly forces. 

The most wide-spread and longest lasting weapon effect comes from the emission of 
radioactive products. These appear in two forms: initial and residual radiation. Initial radiation, 
which is emitted during the first minute after detonation, produces deadly gamma rays and 
neutrons. Residual radiation is most prevalent in ground bursts where the detonation heaves 
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up land, buildings, and other materials that are later dispersed as radioactive fallout. In the 
case of an air burst, residual radioactive emissions are extremely limited. 

Related Terms · 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 
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OBJECTIVE 

~;~~~~~~b~~~f~;~:#4~~~~~~~~~!i!~~~~;~~;~it~' 
Planning for employment of joint teams begins with articulating and understanding the 

objective, purpose of the operations, and commander's intent (the commander's vision of the 
end state to be achieved). Commanders of combatant commands (CINCs) and joint force 
commanders (JFCs) reporting directly to theN ational Command Authorities (NCA}receive 
guidance and direction from the NCA through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. · 
CINCs refme the guidance and direction for subordinate JFCs. Subordinate JFCs then translate 
this guidance and theater strategy into clearly defined and attainable objectives. JFCs then 
conduct campaigns and operations to accomplish these· objectives. The purpose of the objective 
. is to direct every military operation toward a clearly defmed, decisive, and attainable objective. 

The objective of combat operations is the destruction of the enemy armed forces' capabilities 
and will to fight. The objective of an operation other than war might be ·more difficult to 
define; nonetheless, it too must be dear from the beginning. Objectives must directly, quickly, 
and economically contribute to the purpose of the operation. Each operation must contribute 
to strategic objectives. Avoid actions that do not contribute directly to achieving the objective. 

Related Terms 
principles of war; target 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

OBJECTIVITY 

For intelligence to be objective, it should be unbiased, undistorted, and free from political 
or other constraints. The methodology, product, and use of intelligence must not be directed 
or manipulated to conform to a desired result, preconceptions of a situation or an adversary, 
institutional position, predetermined objective, operation, or method of operations. Intelligence 
concerning a situation is one of the factors in determining policy, but policy must not determine 
the intelligence. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

OFFENSIVE 

The purpose of an offensive action is to seize, retain, and exploit the initiative. Offensive 
action is the most effective and decisive way to attain a clearly defined objective. Offensive 
operations are the means by which a military force seizes and holds the initiative while 
maintaining freedom of action and achieving decisive results. The importance of offensive 
action is fundamentally true across all levels of war. Commanders adopt the defensive only 
as a temporary expedient and must seek every opportunity to seize or reseize the initiative. 
An offensive spirit must therefore be inherent in the conduct of all defensive operations. 
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Related Terms 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

OPERATIONAL AREA 

Organization of an Operational Area. To assist in the coordination and deconfliction of 
joint action, joint force commanders (JFCs) may define operational areas or joint areas. The 
size of these areas and the types of forces employed within them depend on the scope and 
nature of the crisis and the projected duration of operations. For operations somewhat limited 
in scope and dura~ion, geographic combatant commanders can employ the following 
operational areas (illustrated in the figure below). · 

Joint Operations Area (JOA). A JOA is an area of land, sea, and airspace, defined by a 
geographic combatant commander or subordinate unified commander, in which a JFC 
(normally a joint task force commander) conducts military operations to accomplish a specific 
mission. JOAs are particularly useful when operations are limited in scope and geographic 
area. JOAs are also appropriate when operations are to be conducted on the boundaries 
between theaters. 

:··,).;.: ... 

OPERATIONAL AREAS WITHIN A THEATER 
:,::.:·. 
~ .... ; . : . 

. . ·= ... . ~ 

THEATER OF WAR 

··t· :·: :·.:··: .. ::·:r.-::::::t':;:(:i:··i·~·. 

~i~:IJi:~· ... : :· .. :::: ::··.:: !.:.~?:;>:: .· .. 

·'?'.,f.l:···. 

. ·- . .:; .. 
;· 

.. ' : ;: ;: ~ .. 
,. '",1 

.-.::.:.(·< .... 

·.:.::·;:.::::::.:i·:.::··:-:;~: .. - .. :.,.:.)::-;·;. ': 

. : .. !'':! :; :.;·; ~-:::::·:~::·:·:-~:~:!< : .. ~:::{.::·1 

This example depicts a combatant commander's AOR, also known as a theater. )Afithii.(th~'.:AQRf,HH 
the CINC has designated a theater of war with two subordinate theaters of operations~' Also Witlliil;:. · 
the theater of war is a JSOA. To handle a situation outside the theater of war; theCINC has·':·"•;.r,·:::·'·'· 
established a JOA, within which a JTF will operate. JOAs could also be estabfished'Wittliif~~;:,:,;:y:;:.: 
theater of war or theaters of operations. · .... · ·,. · · 
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Joint Special Operations Area (JSOA). A JSOA is an area of land, sea, and airspace, 
defined by a JFC who has geographic responsibilities, for use by a joint special operations 
component or joint special operations task force for the conduct of special operations. JFCs 
may use a JSOA to delineate and facilitate simultaneous conventional and special operations 
in the same general operational area. 

Joint Rear Area (JRA). The JRA facilitates the protection and operation of bases, 
installations, and forces that support.combat operations. JRAs are not necessarily contiguous 
with areas actively engaged in combat. JRAs may include intermediate support bases and 
other support facilities intermixed with combat elements. The JRA is particularly useful in 
nonlinear combat situations. 

Amphibious Objective Area. The amphibious objective area includes the objectives to be 
secured by an amphibious task force. It needs to be large enough for necessary sea, air, land, 
and special operations. Refer to Joint Pub 3-02, "Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations," 
for further information and guidance. 

Area of Operations (AO). JFCs may define AOs for land and naval forces. AOs do not 
. typically encompass the entire operational area of the JFC, but should be large enough for 

component commanders to accomplish their missions and protect their forces. Component 
commanders with AOs typically designate subordinate AOs within which their subordinate 
forces operate. These commanders employ the full range·of joint arid Service doctrinal 
control measures and graphics to delineate responsibilities, deeonflict operations, and promote 
unity of effort. 

Area of Interest (AI). JFCs at all levels can designate Ais to monitor enemy activities 
outside the operations area. An AI is usually larger in size than the operational area and 
encompasses areas from which the enemy can act to affect current or future friendly operations. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

.OPERATIONAL ART 

The employment of military forces to attain strategic andJ~r·g~~~~()A:~I:~6fl'tJ~~.~··r 
through the design, ·organization, integration, and: .C()nduct}Of:':S.tfij(~~J"i.e~;:tj~ 
campaigns, major operations, and battles. Operational.ar(tfcio~.l~tes~Yi.~d.Q~fjf~::;~: 
force commander's strategy into operational design,~:·~·nq,:)~l~ini~l~!~~:t~~i~l)::' 
action, by integrating the key activities at alllevels:o!;o/.ar~ .. :·;·.:.:~{\:t·~~nn:~H~fW·t}~~®r~,~~~!f::~: 

The operational level links the tactical employment of forces to strategic objectives. The 
focus at this level is on operational art- the use of military forces to achieve strategic goals 
through the design. organization. integration. and conduct of strategies, campaigns, major 
operations, and battles. (See figure below.) Operational art determines when, where, and for 
what purpose major forces will be employed and should influence the enemy disposition 
before combat It governs the deployment of those forces, their commitment to or withdrawal 
from battle, and the arrangement of battles and major operations to achieve operational and 
strategic objectives. 

Operational art helps commanders use resources efficiently and effectively to achieve 
strategic objectives. It provides a framework to assist commanders in ordering their thoughts 
when designing campaigns and major operations. Operational art helps commanders 
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understand the conditions for victory before seeking battle, thus avoiding unnecessary battles. 
Without operational art. war would be a set of disconnected engagements, with relative attrition 
the only measure of success or failure. 

Operational art requires broad vision, the ability to anticipate, and effective joint and 
multinational cooperation. Operational art is practiced not only by joint force commanders 
but also by their senior staff officers and subordinate commanders. Joint operational art 
looks not only at the employment of military forces but also at the arrangement of their 
efforts in time, space, and purpose. Joint operational art, in particular, focuses on the 
fundamental methods and issues associated with the synchronization of air, land, sea, space, 
and special operations forces. 

Among many considerations, operational art requires commanders to answer the following 
questions: 

• What military (or related political and social) conditions must be produced in the 
operational area to achieve the strategic goal? (Ends) 

• What sequence of actions is most likely to produce that condition? (Ways) 
• How should the resources of the joint force be applied to accomplish that sequence of 

actions? (Means) 
• What is the likely cost or risk to the joint force in performing that sequence of actions? 

Related Terms 
operational level of war 

JP3-0 
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Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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OPERATIONAL CONTROL 

\::FTranste.rable command authority that may:be:.$x~rC.isedby;comm·ah'dersafany~~:~: 

.;i!~t~~E:~~ii~!!F!~i11fllilll!&' 
" assigning tasks, designating objectives, a~d :'gi:\ti'ng! a'u~olita,ive:~dir~tio~-~' 
. '· necessary to accomplish the mission. Operation~ICQ.~t~IJQ9!~~~~ ~utt,loiita~ve . 

·····••••:~tB~2~~~~£:~;::~
0

:~1Ei~liltl1f.~l1~ 
, . · 'this authority is exercised througti subordlnate.Joint':.toicijHoommaliet~rs:;and:::n;~ 
· · · · · · · · · · · ·. · . .-: .· ·::-·-·<~~.--::-~:-<~-:-~-:-:·~.c~~- j1~·r:::-;? ~-:~.::<::-·::<::_.~;~:,-::-.-;1:/B~ :~ :,;_ ,.>--::; ;:_:-::;:-.:~::,~.::::y:;:/?< 
' .. · S~rvice and/or functional component command~r8:<Qp~ratioria[¢Qrt@l:Ji(jriji~I!Yl%;~: 

[{~£~;~~E~;.;~~E:IItll~'~iJ 
Operational Control (OPCON) is the command authority which may be exercised by 

commanders at any echelon at or below the level of combatant command and can be delegated 
or transferred. 

OPCON is inherent in combatant command (command authority) (COCOM) and is the 
authority to perform those functions of command over subordinate forces involving organizing 
and employing commands and forces, assigning tasks, designating objectives, and giving 
authoritative direction necessary to accomplish the mission. OPCON includes authoritative 

. direction over all aspectS of military operations and joint training necessary to accomplish 
missions assigned to the command. It should be exercised through the commanders of 
subordinate organizations; normally, this authority is exercised through subordinate joint 
force commanders and Service and/or functional component commanders. OPCON normally 
provides full authority to organize commands arid forces and employ those forces as the 
commander in operational control considers necessary to accomplish assigned missions. It 
does not, in and of itself, include authoritative direction for logistics or matters of administration, 
discipline, internal organization, or unit training. These elements of COCOM must be 
specifically delegated by the combatant commander. OPCON does include the authority to 
delineate functional responsibilities and geographic joint operations areas of subordinate 
joint force commanders. Commanders of subordinate commands and joint task forces will 
normally be given OPCON of assigned or attached forces by the superior commander. 

OPCON is the authority to exercise the following: 
• Exercise or delegate OPCON and tactical control, establish support relationships among 

subordinates, and designate coordinating authorities. 
• Give direction to subordinate commands and forces necessary to carry out missions 

assigned to the command, including authoritative direction over all aspects of military 
operations and joint training. 

• Prescribe the chain of command to the commands and forces within the command. 
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• Organize commands and forces within the command as necessary to carry out missions 
assigned to the command. 

• Employ forces within the command, as necessary, to carry out missions assigned to the 
command. 

• Assign command functions to subordinate commanders. 
• Plan for, deploy, direct, control, and coordinate the action of subordinate forces. 
• Establish plans, policies, priorities, and overall requirements for the intelligence activities 

of the command. 
• Conduct joint training and joint training exercises required to achieve effective 

employment of the forces of the command, in accordance with joint doctrine established 
by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and establish training policies for joint 
operations required to accomplish the mission. This authority also applies to forces 
attached for purposes of joint exercises and training. 

• Suspend from duty and recommend reassignment of any officer assigned to the command. 
• Assign responsibilities to subordinate commanders for certain routine operational matters 

that require coordination of effort of two or more commanders. · 
• Establish an adequate system of control for local defense and delineate such areas of 

operation for subordinate commanders as deemed desirable. 
• Delineate functional responsibilities and geographic areas of operation of subordinate 

commanders. 
The Secretary of Defense may specify adjustments to accommodate authorities beyond 

OPCON in an establishing directive when forces are transferred between combatant 
commanders. Adjustments will be coordinated with the participating combatant commanders. 

Related Terms 
combatant command; combatant command (command authority); tactical control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

OPERATIONAL LEVEL OF WAR 

· - ·- . .: :·:.::- ·:>>~?~~~:: ~~:~;:·~: :~~>;~~>}:·:::~~~~i·{·:{i~~(f:~~~~::~~~T~~;~;~~?:~:~f\:~?)::r> 
The level of war at. which campaigns and majc)r · operati9n.s·v·~·re}fp,lanl1~ct~:;;:;: 
conducted, and sustained to accomplish strategic ()bjec.:tl.v~s\Yithin)fie~t~~'Pr;u> 
areas of operations. Activities at this level link tacticS a,:lCfS!rategy:by)~~blishingt} 
operational objectives needed to accomplish the strcitegiq:;o~j8cliv~·;:.~ue~6if19iL: 
events to achieve the operational objectives, initiatipg::~9t.io~§~::i'r1d,(:#lppiyihg:::.)!~ 
.resources to bring about and sustain these eventS:::)l"hes~:f'aciivities(irij'piy. ~~::t: 
broader dimension of time or space than do tacties;'th~y.·~~V~~:~~~<.Jf>gis~~,~h~:~Jfj: 
administrativesupport of tactical forces, and provide tl'le:rne~~s:b}~'~!,Ctj;f~~catp:;, 

successes a·re· exploited to achieve strategic obj~1iy~~:::j,.~:):::;~:~:\~;~:i_~~j,i~1~Jt~:~~~~g~ftii/ 
The operational level links the tactical employment of forces to strategic objectives. The 

focus at this level is on operational art- the use of military forces to achieve strategic goals 
through the design, organization, integration, and conduct of strategies, campaigns, major 
operations, and battles. Operational art determines when, where, and for what purpose major 
forces will be employed and should influence the enemy disposition before combat It governs 
the deployment of those forces, their commitment to or withdrawal from battle, and the 
arrangement of battles and major operations to achieve operational and strategic objectives. 
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Operational art helps commanders use resources efficiently and effectively to achieve 
strategic objectives. It provides a framework to assist commanders in ordering their.thoughts 
when designing campaigns and major operations. Operational art helps commanders 
understand the conditions for victory before seeking battle, thus avoiding unnecessary battles. 
Without operational art, war would be a set of disconnected engagements, with relative attrition 
the only measure of success or failure. 

dperational art requires broad vision, the ability to anticipate, and effective joint and 
multinational cooperation. Operational art is practiced not only by joint force commanders 
but also by their senior staff officers and subordinate co~anders. Joint operational art 
looks not only at the employment of military forces but also at the arrangement of their 
efforts in time, space, and purpose. Joint operational art, in particular, focuses on the 
fundamental methods and issues associated with the synchronization of air, land, sea, space, 
and special operations forces. 

Among many considerations, operational art requires commanders to answer the following 
questions: 

• What military (or related political and social) conditions must be produced in the 
operational area to achieve the strategic goal? (Ends) 

• What sequence of actions is most likely to produce that condition? (Ways) 
• How should the resources of the joint force be applied to accomplish that sequence of 

actions? (Means) 
• What is the likely cost or risk to the joint force in performing that sequence of actions? 

Related Terms 
operational art; strategic level of war; tactical level of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

(__ OPERATIONAL REACH 

~~sound logistics fonns the foundation for the developmentot~i!iJj~'J2::W~i/!Jj))jyklii:J\. 
mobility. If such flexibility is to be exercised and exploitecJ,.:ij1ilits!J1:~iiiif1f!i?i1jiJt!.~!:} 
have adequate control of its logistic support., . .. ···•::(,:•:; >•<;>.> < / • • · ···•·•· • · • · 

Rear Admiral Henry E. Eccles: Logistics in t~a N~l~n~l'~;~,t~~~!~'' 
On the first page of "On War," Clausewitz likens war to a duel. In joint operational art, 

effective symmetrical attack (fully supported by all components of the joint force) and 
asymmetrical attack constitute the dueler's sword; the actions of air, land, sea, space, and 
special operations forces to protect each other is the dueler's shield; and, in its broadest sense, 
basing is the dueler's footing, affecting the reach of the sword and the strength and resiliency 
of the shield. Basing, whether from overseas locati<;>ns, sea-based platforms, or continental 
US, directly affects operational reach. 

Operational reach is the distance over which military power can be concentrated and 
employed decisively. Reach is influenced by the geography surrounding and separating the 
opponents. It is extended by locating forces, reserves, bases, and logistics forward, by 
increasing the range of weapon systems, and by improving transportation availability and the 
effectiveness of lines of communications and throughput. Nevertheless, for any given 
operation, there is a finite range beyond which the joint force cannot prudently operate or 
maintain effective operations. (See figl.rre below.) 
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OPERATIONAL REACH 

Thus, basing in the broadest sense is an indispensable foundation of joint operatiomil art, 
directly affecting the combat power that the joint force is capable of generating by affecting 
such critical factors as sortie and resupply rates. In particular, the arrangement and successive 
positioning of advanced bases (often in austere, rapidly emplaced configurations) underwrites 

. the progressive ability of the joint force to shield its components from enemy action and 
deliver symmetric and asymmetric blows with increasing power and ferocity. Basing is often 
directly affe'cted by political and diplomatic considerations and as such can become a critical 
junction where strategic, operational, and tactical considerations interact. US force basing 
options span the spectrum from permanently basing forces in mature, strategically important 
theaters to temporary sea-.basing during crisis response in littoral areas of instability. Bases 
(including the flexible and responsive capability of sea-basing) are typically selected to be 
within operational reach of the opponent, where sufficient infrastructure is in place or can be 
fabricated to support the operational and sustaining requirements of deployed forces, and 
where they can be assured of some degree of security from enemy attacks. Basing thus plays 
a vital role in determining the operational approach, which may be conceived of in terms of 
lines of operations. · 

Lines of operations define the directional orientation of the force in time and space in 
relation to the enemy. They connect the force with its base of operations and its objectives. A 
force operates on interior lines when its operations diverge from a central point and when it 
is therefore closer to separate enemy forces than the latter are to one another. Interior lines 
benefit a weaker force by allowing it to shift the main effort laterally more rapidly than the 
enemy. A force operates on exterior lines when its operations converge on the enemy. 

. Successful operations on exterior lines require a stronger or more mobile force, but offer the 
opportunity to encircle and annihilate a weaker or less mobile opponent. 

In modem war, lines of operation attain a three-dimensional aspect and pertain to more 
than just maneuver. Joint force commanders (JFCs) use them to focus combat power effects 
toward a desired end. JFCs apply combat power throughout the three dimension~ of space 
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and over time in a logical design that integrates the capabilities of the joint force to converge 
on and defeat enemy centers of gravity. 

Operational reach also depends on the ability to phase reserves and materiel forward. Finally, 
it must include the operating ranges and endurance of combat forces and sustainment. The 
combatant commander (CINC) may seek to extend operational reach (with associated increase. 
in risk) by deploying forces ahead of supporting combat service support forces. The logistician 
must then creatively use available assets to provide the minimum level of sustainment to the 
deployed forces. Operational reach may be improved by establishing advanced bases or 
depots and by improving the security and efficiency of the lines of communications. 

Operational reach is a relative value. It may be improved by denying one or several 
components of the enemy's operational reach. The essence of a campaign plan is to accomplish 
the assigned national strategic objectives with logistics providing the extension of the CINC's 
strategic and operational reach into the enemy's depths while denying operational reach to 
the enemy. 

As CINCs move forces forward, they must gain control of command, control, 
communications, and computer systems centers, transportation nodes, and prospective base 
areas. These centers and areas become physical objectives for the combat forces to seize, 
control, and pass to the logistic system as it moves forward to exploit new gains. The resulting 
forward momentum of the logistic system results in an extension of the operational reach and 
endurance of the combat forces. · 

JP3-0 
JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

OPERATION ORDER 

· · ·.: :·: · · :: :; ,·::: · ~:_: ::: ·\:~ :?~: ~~ :~~:<?~;~;~: r~~t:~;~:r; ::.tn:~ -~{&~~~t0It< ~~~?~~:~~ ~:-~ :: ;~~ ~: }~~:~; 
A directive issued by a co·mmanderto subordinate commander$ Jor~.e.:pa;Jrpo~~\" 
of effecting the coordinated execution of an operatic:m~j Al~q:.¢ati.~~-~Q8C>.Rt>."~;;:::_-<; 

· .. ;·. ·.::~::,_:;'; .·:: ::·~:·:::;,':~:::~::·:•::~····:·.;r!t2:~~t~':t;[[:::::~~·~~~~t::~_·: 
Operation orders are prepared under joint procedures in prescribed formats during crisis 

action planning. They are in the form of a directive issued by a commander to subordinate 
commanders to effect the coordinated execution of an operation. 

Related Terms 
campaign plan; operation plan 

JPS-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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OPERATION PLAN 

~\,Wi'l~~rtri~~~:~~~;:;~~ii~~lti~itti1·~~": 
%icommanders of subordinate commands in resp()'nse,to/mguirement~'taske~:b}t::: : 
.:>·the: f)stabli~hing unified commander.:: Operation!piaos;~r!'Pt~p~r~d;i.r{~ith~t~~-,.·. 
··'·:.:complete format (OPLAN) or as a concept planJC()N.~!iAN}(~tH~-:;cpf\J,f.>lli\N>:: 
.. · can,be :pub.l.ished with .or without a time-phase~ftpr#~J~r~.;~~R[O.vm~nf·d.:~tai.·' 

(TPFDD) file·. a. OPLAN-An operation plan foi'the:CQOdLJ¢,i<)t)d!nh1p,eratiohs'f~ 
. . that can: be used as a basis for development ofart<>.P:~W~tl~ri.':<:)~~-r'((J>,P.OR.Pf](.~ 

·An·OPLAN identifies the forces and supplies requ.li.ecttcr~~E:i~6.t~·:t~~?,¢.1N'¢~~>:·: 
·. StrategicCor:-cept and a movement schedule of thEi~e_'r.~spg~~·~'~qtt,h!:.t.h~~~~;n: · 

.. of operations .. The forces and supplies are identifi8(j:i?.·:~RP.Plf.i1Eis~@.P:RCJ.\Ns:i;.: 
· will·include all phases of the tasked operation~·.l"h~::pl~pi.is'.pr§p~f~~;[\Yitb<t~E{.< 

appropriate annexes, appendixes, and TPFDD. f.ii~S.?~s\de~n~~st:Jn>!Ha:'J~i~t~: :; 
Operation Planning and Execution System manuals:C()ntafl'li~~:pl~~i.h~:Pei.ip!~~:;~~~: 
procedures, and formats. Also called OPLAN. b~· .·~CONP~t\(:~~:;;:i~£l;9P~ratiori}; 
plan in an abbreviated format that would require· 'c9hsl.d~r~~t_~·t.~~~~f:tsi9q'i~qr~:fi:. 
alteration to convert it into an OPLAN or OPORD~ <A'l~()NP.IfAN~bbntah1$:theV:~;: 
CINC's Strategic Concept and those annexes:·a~&:~pliehdije~}d~amed\": 
necessary by the combatant commander to corriplet~·~:p·l~nning:~~[;:,G.~ne~·llyh:t 
detailed support requirements are not calculated .'and'}TPFDDf:fil(i$:::aie:;hof;·(··: 
prepared. Also called CONPLAN. c. CONPLAN withTPFDi:t'./',~~_l(C.qN'~ILA~.~: ... 
with TPFDD is the same as a CONPLAN except thatifrequires.2rp6re:.detailec(:.:: 

planning for phased deployment of forces. ·': ·. :·::!!}·:/f:,;;~~:,:;?(i~[:::1[J~'~[:~~~~l:~~~~jJ:;~3::_;>· 
An operation plan (OPLAN) is a complete and detailed operation plan containing a full 

description of the concept of operations and all required annexes with associated appendixes. 
It identifies the specific forces, functional support, deployment sequence, and resources required 
to execute the plan and provides closure estimates for their movement into the theater. An 
OPLAN can be used as the basis of a campaign plan (if required) and then developed into an 
operation order. OPLANs are normally prepared under the following conditions: 

• The contingency haS a compelling national interest. a specific threat, is critical to national 
security, and requires detailed prior planning. 

• The nature (large scale) of the contingency requires detailed prior planning for complex 
issues. 

• Detailed planning will contribute to deterrence by demonstrating readiness and resolve. 
• Detailed planning is required to support multinational planning. OPLANs facilitate the 

transition to war and, through the development of supporting plans, establish the feasibility 
of the plan's concept of operations. 

• Detailed planning is necessary to determine force and sustainment requirements, determine 
available resources to fill identified requirements, and validate shortfalls. 

Related Terms 
operation order; time-phased force and deployment data 

Source Joint Publications 
JPS-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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OPERATION PLAN IN CONCEPT FORMAT 

An operation plan (OPLAN) in concept format (CONPLAN) is an operation plan in an 
abbreviated format that would require considerable expansion or alteration to convert it into 
an OPLAN, campaign plan, or operation order. A CONPLAN contains the commander of a 
combatant command's (CINC 's) Strategic Concept, Annexes A-D and K, and other annexes 
and appendixes either required by the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP) or deemed 
necessary-by the CINC to complete planning. CONPLANs are generally developed to meet 
common type missions that may develop rapidly and require implementation of like action 
but under markedly different circumstances; e.g., noncombatant evacuation operations. Unless 
specified in the JSCP, detailed support requirements are not calculated and time-phased force 
and deployment data (TPFDD) files are not prepared. 

A CONPLAN with TPFDD is a CONPLAN that requires more detailed planning for phased 
deployment of forces. Detailed planning may be required to support a contingency of 
compelling int~rest and critical to national security but is not likely to occur in the near term. 
These conditions require planning associated with the warfighting/employmentaspects of 
the plan for a clear understanding of the CINC's concept of operations. Phasing, centers of 
gravity, and commander's intent enhance a clear understanding of what forces are required 
and when they have to be deployed (e.g., TPFDD) in order to achieve the national objective. 
A CONPLAN with TPFDD may also be required where the primary purpose is foree movement 
planning in support of alliances. In this case campaign planning principles should be considered 
and incorporated to the maximum extent possible. Recognizing, however, that the level of 
detail contained in these plans is dependent upon similarly detailed alliance planning that 
these CONPLANs support, a campaign orientation may not be possible in all cases. 

Related Terms 
campaign plan; operation plan 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

OPERATIONS SECURITY 

A process of identifying c.ritical information and sub~:~qu;:~tiY~h~~i~ri~·tri;rld~y·; < 

actions attendant to military operations and otheractivitfesto:: :a:;:J·J~~htifY.ihos~}/ 
actions that can be observed by adversary intelligericesy~t~rnS.:~.,,pt:::Q~t~ijrih,~\:: 
indicators hostile intelligence systems might obtain thatcoqi~.P~··I:nt~mt~t~~·or.J,.:: 
pieced together to derive critical information in time ~oH~ :LI~ettJ,IJt?:~~y~~ri~·~~-:: ); 
c. Select and execute measures that eliminate or reduee·to.'ah'acc~pt8bl8.'1eyeL:L 
the vulnerabilities of friendly actions to adversary. e.xpioit8.tiqtffih::i~1~9~-q~IJ~··x·:~ 
OPSEC. ·. _:: ·. ·.:·:_:_·"',_:/.:;:'};~,;~~~~:~~.·· :~~:·E::~:;~?':>: 

Operations security (OPSEC) is a process of identifying critical information and 
subsequently analyzing· friendly actions attendant to military operations and other activities 
to accomplish objectives shown in the figure and text below: 

• identify those actions that can be observed by adversary intelligence systems; 
• determine indicators adversary intelligence systems might obtain that could be interpreted 

or pieced together to derive critical information in time to be useful to adversaries; 
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OPERATIONS SECURITY 

• select and execute measures that eliminate or reduce to an acceptable level the 
vulnerabilities of friendly actions to adversary exploitation. 

OPSEC's most important characteristic is that it is a process. OPSEC is not a collection of 
specific rules and instructions that can be applied to every operation. It is a methodology that 
can be applied to any operation or activity for the purpose of denying critical information to 
an adversary. 

Unlike security programs that seek to protect classified information, OPSEC is concerned 
with identifying, controlling, and protecting the generally unclassified evidence that is 
associated with sensitive operations and activities. OPSEC and security programs must be 
closely coordinated to ensure that all aspects of sensitive operations are protected. 

OPSEC acknowledges that commanders must be prepared to assume some degree of risk 
when choosing whether or not to execute OPSEC measures. OPSEC measures will, in most 
cases, entail the expenditure of resources. In choosing to execute particular OPSEC measures, 
commanders must decide that the assumed gain in secrecy outweighs the costs in resources. 
If commanders decide not to execute certain measures because the costs outweigh the gain, 
then they are assuming risks. The OPSEC process requires that decision makers directly 
address how much risk they are willing to assume. 

- . · .... :··. ·/ :::··;-: ~~ ~~:::::~~:~~~:+t(~~-j-:: ~-~~~:~~:::}~~/:-~: ~~:-~:~ :~c~~:7~}::n~:;;.t~~~:~;·:::::~v:~ 
"The general is skillful in attack whose opponent does no(knof;(t:wnat.lq.qe.fe~d:.f1il~ .. ,:-~; 

he~ sW!ffu/ln defense whose opponent does not kno~~~:~~t!f~~~~~~~~ 

JP 3-54 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Operations Security 
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PARALLEL CHAINS OF COMMAND 

;;;IIg~:~~~:J~~hi~~~~~~·~~~t~~~~~~~~~~[~~~#~~:J#!~~t!C 
·-::• assigned, ,wherein. correspondin~r commanqef$./~re~·'established: at-·each:,>, 
/;::·subbrqinate level of all component~i toJacili·t~te'c96fdihat~d· plannidg for; and;:·· 
· · executi_onof,the amphibious operati-~n~·:;':: .. · ... ,. · ··',h.r;M):,_ ··::::>:5-,.:~:>:·.ict'· ·J~'1.:-?2 ~_-. 

. .·. . ~:·:.~:. ;.{ ' . 

The interrelationship of naval and landing force (LF) tasks during the planning for and 
execution of the amphibious operation requires the establishment of parallel chains of command 
and corresponding commanders at all levels of the amphibious task force organization. The 
following fundamental considerations govern the application of such a system of parallel 
command: 

• The commander, amphibious task force (CATF), a Navy officer, is responsible for the 
operation and, except during the planning phase, exercises that degree of authority over 
the entire force as necessary to ensure success of the operation. 

• The commander, landing force (CLF) is either an Army or Marine Corps officer who 
has operational command of the LF (which may include aviation units). 

• The CATF and CLF are on a corresponding level of command with regard to their 
respective components. 

Parallel chains of command between the naval force, LF, and, in some cases, Air Force 
elements of an amphibious task force create special requirements for consultation. No 
significant decision contemplated by a commander in one chain of command that affects the 
plans, disposition,or intentions of a corresponding commander in· another chain of command 
will be made without consultation with the commander concerned. 

All necessary orders from one commander affecting personnel under command of a 
corresponding commander at a parallel level of command are, insofar as possible, issued 
through the appropriate counterpart commander. The foregoing will not affect the paramount 
authority of a commander of a ship or aircraft over persons embarked therein concerning 
matters affecting safety and good order of his ship or aircraft or authority of a senior officer 
present to act in an emergency. 

Related Terms 
amphibious operation 

JP 3-02 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 

PARALLEL COMMAND 

Parallel command exists when nations retain control of their deployed forces. If a nation 
within the coalition elects to exercise autonomous control of its force, a parallel command 
structure exists. Such structures can be organized with: Nations aligned in a common effort, 
each retaining national control; and Nations aligned in a common effort, some retaining 
national control, with others permitting control of their forces by a central authority or another 
member force. 

Parallel command is the simplest to establish and often the organization of choice. Coalition 
forces control operations through existing national chains of command. Coalition decisions 
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are made through a coordinated effort of the political and senior military leadership of member 
nations and forces. It is common for other command structures to emerge as coalitions 
mature, but the parallel model is often the starting point The figure below depicts the command 
relationships developed and employed by coalition forces for Operation DESERT STORM. 

These relationshipsrepresenteda parallel command structure, with coordin~tion facilitated 
by the Coalition Coordination, Communications, and Integration Center (C3IC). The C3IC 
was specifically established to facilitate exchange of intelligence and operational information, 

·ensure coordination of operations among coalition forces, and provide a forum where routine 
issues could be resolved informally and collegially among staff officers. 

Related Terms 
lead nation command 

JP 3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

PATIENT EVACUATION 

Patient evacuation in the combat zone or from Echelon I to Echelon II, from Echelon IT to 
Echelon m, and within Echelon m is norman y the responsibility of the component commands 
and is coordinated by a Theater Patient Movements Requirements Center. These mo.vements 
can be by surface (land or water), rotary-wing aircraft, or tactical aeromedical aircraft. 
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Dedicated patient evacuation for Navy hospital ships is provided by Army air ambulance 
assets. Tactical aeromedical evacuation from the combat zone (Echelon III) to the 
communications zone (Echelon N) is normally a responsibility of the supporting Air Force 
component. Patient evacuation from the theater is the responsibility of US Commander in 
Chief, Transportation Command, who is responsible for establishing, operating, training,. 
and maintaining the common-user aeromedical evacuation system worldwide. This mission 
is executed by the Air Mobility Command. 

······Reid.eVacuatlon an:1::;~::;o~:f:::::~t;~~~t~~l~l~~~i~~~~} 
·- ·any previously carried out In any war. In addition it. y~rie~·,b9tb.:l~)~im~/fln~f\; 

•. place within Vietnam. It was characterized· by ~h! !tlti~·ric!.i::~f. §f)(JI~!~-:.~rt~F'\ 
· the traditional chain of evacuation. -In general, ~~~tW()~<~~~::$~1~1~1'·\!'!~;~P.t>:: · 
to receive his wounds while with a small group:or,uoiOs~lateddeep:iij•·r<)ac:lle$siU:; 
jungle~ :and the wounds were more apt to be multipl~;:t;).\f~t;~.-11:~~~:·9,;~6!-f~()cjy):(~:) 
than In any previous war. First aid and emergency._fi;lf;ctl~l:.~~a~e~ta•V~-~;~n,·~Jt· 
the site by company aid men, however, dlffe~d!Jittie ;:Jfo.rij:;p~v:loq_~···,tlrp~~:·:·H 
Resuscitative equipment and procedures' inclu~~~.;p~~~su~f:)'::;~re~~i~g-~~:>;. 
tourniquets, and airways. Morphine was avallabl~_;b~-;~~d,q"'h~~#~!~~-~!~~S~~:; 
was not usually a problem at this point ancf:~i~:~-~~~-::~~f:~·:•ij!j~r~~~f;::(~~)f:~ 

. depressant effects of morphine. In all likelihood~ til~ P~tti~~~,~C:»llld_b!.;~y~~~fll~~?b': 
within a relatively few minutes by helicopter, elthefa.R.ledlcal arri~-~-~rictt:,cf.af;:#.l 
or a tactical one. The tacmtles available for resus.cltatic)n,al)oar~·tt;e~ll~ii~~P!·r~:·~ 
varied depending on whether It was a medl~l,'(':~t~~t~~tf~l'-.~~!~,i.Sqpt!~J!,~~;f!:j],:1 
combat helicopter. · · IV fluid, usually Rlnger~s::-~~~-a~•if~91uti,O.:o~t'W:ai,S,;:pft~~~j~~:B 
available, and trained medical technicians and· emergency 'eqillpn1erit ·""r-e:;··· 
also present on dust-off helicopters. · ·.·.. - .,--· ,, :~'." .·· ~<·.:-.~:.-' '·· 

· . · . :· ._._:: , .. ,':':f : :;;pr:::;·:fH?/;~l\;:.::N::";::··~'~~~t~:';;'~:·~~· .. ::::r/iH 
The destinations of the helicopters varied. In some,.~~iu(p~t,~r..,:;!l.~i'·>~,f(!.P.~k' 
to aid stations or medical companies •. More. often::ttie:'ftel·~~pter)[i:flil\!?~~!~%1;; 
patients directly to a surgical hospital where they couid:rec·elved~finitive~ca~~~>Y 
Blood and electrolyte solutions were often available afaid.·st&tlons,anc:t.:ln~CJ"ic~l'f.~~·~ 
and clearing companies, as was some surgical eapab.il~ty::~:.pompl!~~ • .'~~~gl#~~-.:;;c·· 
facilities, Including anesthetists, were available · af '~le~tri~.g_:: c~TI?i?~~~:;:t~~!J0~: · 
definitive surgery was usually not done here. At::tlmes .. b~ttaiiQ.n .:a·\J·rg~.-.~;~:::; 
flew forward to a site of combat, bringing blood:and.ot~e(s·uppll_e•\~Y{W)c:li,~U 

:::::::u::l: ::~the same function for cci~~~~'-i~'~~~~\'~ 
were surgical hospitals, field hospitals, or evacuation :hQspib11s{ _(ty.:i,ri~(~~·r,g,:'M: 
they were all "semipermanent," usually buildlngs·set'on_.·a::c~~~~~~;,;l_~r~~~,·~.;;f:§~ 
conditioned and with all utilities and other equipment of a.fil"s,;.r8.~&.-h.9~1:tiJ&fin};:~(; 

::s::::~~~= ~;:::::: war casualty. ~~~?~~,~~li~~;~:;;~'~L .,,;~J 
sophisticated procedure. The patient would often·:~,,~~o~~l1t1JO\•ta~!t.t'~laP~.If;~;[f; 
directly from the battlefield by medical evacu.atloriYhellc~·pt~r;:'·~~~~~~~~~;;l~'iB~:' 
less than an hour. Usually he received emergency·treat:rn•)lt19.~-;~h~~ b~~lt,t.fl,~l~:m~·,?' 
to Include control of hemorrhage, wound dresslilg~.;:.·~~~t,raf.o,r:y'::~9~~r~~I:t!~~j~~'\ 
often the starting of Intravenous fluid. At the hospitai~Jtl~-::wafi.:iiJ:r'm~~,•-~ly~;~:~ 

· :· ., >:: ··:-.: //.;·.: :: .::.:: ·;;><:i\U:.?~ ~r&iU(;.:/tt~~~ii;:iJ~}~2·~tt~~~~~~~z 
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'~ • " .! ... 

':of an:\vounded· Amerlean .Soldiers :clledo' If the:'medic.l :fre~tnient.;ofVI·t~IJ'Iti+j·: 
. · .. 'had been ava.ilable during World War II, 11.7,748·''Sb.ldi,rs{.wolllc:f:·h~~~~.ib~rl:~:; 

saVed; < . . . •. ..·. . • •••···.•· ... · . Sou~;!:~~~iil·\~~{~:wJJil: 
. care,'of:the'woiindett:tn'.VIetnam·:<~':: 

. s~~~~~j~~,!<g:~:~~~~!~~iJ.;~~;;~i~~:~~:'~·~:; 
Timely patient evacuation plays an important role in the design of the treatment sequence 

from front to rear. When the echelons of health service support become more sophisticated, 
the means of patient evacuation also become more sophisticated. Patient evacuati~n involves 
route planning, movement control, and the locating of evacuation facilities. The evacuation 
of patients in a theater will primarily be by aircraft when air transportation is available, 
feasible, and the patient's condition permits. The joint force surgeon (JFS) must plan the 
means for treatment, logistics support. and movement of joint force patients that exceed the 
capability.of individual medical treatment facilities (MTFs},just as the individual MTFs and 
medical units must have established internal operating procedures for these unforeseen surges 
in patient flow. The JFS must develop and exercise these plans for interorganizational suppon 
within the joint force. as well as those medical resources that will come from higher echelons 
or adjacent forces. 
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Health service plans must consider the evacuation of patients and casualties 
who cannot be returned to duty in the combat zone (Echelons 1-111) to more 

capable hospitals in the communication zone or CONUS. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP4-02 Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

PEACE BUILDING 
: :··?.·'>,;.··>·:'-".: .... ·· · ·· ·. · · · · · · . ' .·,.,,;·:c.:·.-'·'"'···:· ;:·~:r~:';~v:!:·Y<~::;,:\?~~~%:t':>~:c:';:·::,•::_;;·:-:,"',,/:{>\~:::·:7::::> :,>_ 

,. , Po.~t~~nflict actions, predominately diplomatic;~u<:t~.¢oliof:rii¢;Jt1~t,~tt,~h.~"~~J::·; 

••·.····~~~:~~~ovemmenml inkasbucture and iR,i1~~~:~l~\~~~~:J·i 
Peace building consists of post-conflict actions, predominantly diplomatic and economic, 

that strengthen and rebuild governmental infrastructure and institutions in order to avoid a 
relapse into conflict. Military support to peace building may include, for example, units 
rebuilding roads, reestablishing or creating government entities, or the training of defense 
forces. 

Related Terms 
peace enforceme·nt; peacekeeping; peacemaking; peace operations · 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PEACE ENFORCEMENT OPERATIONS 

Peace enforcement operations (PEO) are the application of military force, or threat of its 
use, normally pursuant to international authorization, to compel compliance with resolutions 
or sanctions designed to maintain or restore peace and order. PEO missions include intervention 
operations, as well as operations to restore order, enforce sanctions, forcibly separate 
belligerents, and establish and superVise exclusion zones for the purpose of establishing an 
environment for truce or ceasefire. Unlike peacekeeping operations, such operations do not 
require the consent of the states involved or of other parties to the conflict. Examples ofPEO 

Joint forces support Peace Enforcement Operations to compel compliance 
with measures designed to establish an environment for truce or ceasefire. 
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PEACEKEEPING 

are Operation POWER PACK conducted in the Dominican Republic in 1965 and the secondary 
effort in Somalia (UNITAF), 1992-1993. 

Related Terms 
peace operations; peacekeeping operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PEACEKEEPING 

... ::_: .. · ~ ·.· . : .. -: ·: .. : -.· .. - . · · .: : :.: .- · -~ .:.:.:.· . · : ._: .::}~:~<=:t.?j:~z~~~i~:-;;~~;;~-?f;:~~~:n~2~_1:~:~~!.~~~~:~:~:;:~ ;~:::,:~~::?::;-~-::_~;~~:--=~:<~~:~?;~~~/;;; 
:' ·; Milita•yop(:}r8.tions undertaken with th$ conseri(of:a~I.~Jri~H~r·p~rti~$.~t9.:~--di~P.li~~~j:J,,~ 

:~~r~!E~~~;~:!~~=~~~~=~lirltlir&riri;~tl!lll 
US doctrine has defined peacekeeping as "Military or para-military operations that are 

undertaken with the consent of all major belligerents, designed to monitor and facilitate 
implementation of an existing truce and support diplomatic efforts to reach a long-term political 
settlement." 

The Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, codified in title 22, US Code, authorizes 
the President to furnish assistance to friendly countries and international organizations for 
peacekeeping operations (PKOs) and other programs to further US national security interests. 
(See figure below.) 
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PKOs take place following diplomatic negotiation and agreement among the belligerents, 
the sponsoring organization, and potential force contributing nations concerning which nations 
will provide peacekeeping forces as well as the size and type of forces each will contribute. 
These operations are conducted in accordance with agreements among the parties to the 
conflict. Peacekeeping efforts often involve ambiguous situations requiring the peacekeeping 
force to deal with extreme tension and violence without becoming a participant. 

The United Nations (UN} has been the most frequent sponsor of international PKOs. 
However, regionai organizations such as the Organization of American States, the Organization 
of African Unity, and the Arab League have also acted to prevent, halt, or contain conflict in 
their respective regions. Similarly, some nations have negotiated multilateral agreements to 
create peacekeeping missions independent of any permanent international forum. Although 
there have been instances of other types of operations- such as the loose coalition of national 
units known as the Multinational Force in Beirut- these operations have usually taken 
place with the tacit approval of a regional organization or the UN. In some cases, unilateral 
interventions, such as Indian forces in Sri Lanka, have been termed "peacekeeping," but fall 
outside the use of the term as defined by US doctrine. 

Modem peacekeeping efforts evolved after World War ll with the establishment of the 
UN. Although the UN Charter did not address peacekeeping, the UN gradually developed 
peacekeeping doctrine. The term "peacekeeping force" was used in 1956 when the UN 
established the UN Emergency Force to supervise the disengagement of forces after the 
invasion of Egypt, in the Suez War, by Great Britain, France, and Israel. 

The. US has supported numerous UN and non-UN-sponsored peacekeeping efforts with 
logistical support,.financial support, observers, and forces. The US is one of a few nations 
capable of providing the intertheater airlift and sealift necessary to deploy peacekeeping 
forces around the world. 

Related Terms 
peace building; peace enforcement; peacemaking; peace operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07.3 JITP for Peacekeeping Operations 

PEACEKEEPING OPERATIONS 

Peacekeeping operations (PKO) are military operations undertaken with the consent of all 
major parties to a dispute, designed to monitor and facilitateimplementationof an agreement 
(ceasefire, truce, or other such agreements) and support diplomatic efforts to reach a long­
term political settlement. An example of PKO is the US commitment to the Multinational 
Force Observers in the Sinai since 1982. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PEACEMAKING 

The process of diplomacy. madiati~n. rie9oti~ti~H}¥F:~~~f·_j?@~;:§~IR~l~~!~(it!Jj 
settlements that arranges an end to a disp~e, arj.qf~sc)_Jy~~;iS$U~.;W~tJ~!9:.i!*if,{\ 

· ·. · · · · · .. : .. :~,:yu:::~;~iti: .:<; ~;·:·,:,-;:;; .. f':·.:::sl,J·.],:)~~:;~s!J~git~f'~ 
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Peacemaking is the process of diplomacy, mediation, negotiation, or other forms of peaceful 
settlements that arranges an end to a dispute, and resolves issues that led to conflict. Military 
activities that support peacemaking include military-to-military relations and security 
assistance. 

Related Terms 
peace building; peace enforcement; peace operations; peacekeeping 

Source Joint Publications 
· JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PEACE OPERATIONS 

.· .. : '. ·. ··: ·:: : .. ·:. . ... · .· . . .. ·.. . :. . ,: : ::_;:·,::.)?:f/~(}~~~~:/~i~_:·?~:;:-_:.\ :~~:/:~-: ;i~({{~~:;~~)?~~:~.:~-~~:~;r:;~:i::~:;~::j::::: . 
. .. A broad. :'term that encompasses peaceke~pihQi\QP.~.r~t,qns'}and;:p:~~~~·';k: 
:. enforcement operations conducted in support of diplomatic ·e.rtortsJ<t~stc[ibli$h\':':i 

:·' . and ·.maintain peace. : .. ·:·· :.:.i~::,J:l~;~f"i.t~:1'/ll;r.):·~[::}.tjJ~~~·~j:~~,'Jf"~;JJ·}~~~?.'~~~:~!:::,: 
Peace operations (PO) are military operations to suppoit diplomatic efforts to reach a long­

term political settlement and categorized as peacekeeping operations and peace enforcement 
operations. PO are conducted in conjunction with the various diplomatic activities necessary 
to secure a negotiated truce and resolve the conflict. Additional types of military operations 
other than war (e.g., humanitarian assistance and noncombatant evacuation operation) may 
complement peace operations. Military PO are tailored to each situation and may be conducted 
in support of diplomatic activities before, during, or after conflict. · 

Related Terms 
peace building; peacekeeping; peacemaking; peace operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PERSEVERANCE 

Perseverance requires the preparation for the measured, protracted application of military 
capability in support of strategic aims. Some militaryoperationsotherthan war may require 
years to achieve the desired results. The underlying causes of the crisis may be elusive, 
making it difficult to achieve decisive resolution. It is important to assess possible responses 
to a crisis in terms of each option's impact on the achievement of the long-term political 
objective. This assessment does not preclude decisive military action, but frames that action 
within the largercontextof strategic aims. Often, the patient, resolute, and persistent pursuit 
of national goals and objectives, for as long as necessary to achieve the in, is a requirement for 
success. This will often involve political, diplomatic, economic, and informational measures 
to supplement military efforts. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PHASE DURATION 

Phase duration is a useful tool for determining the allocation of resources. Phase duration 
is the joint force commander's projection of how long a specific phase of an operation is 
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expected to last. Two examples of phase duration: the air operation will last a certain number 
of days (time oriented); or the air operation will last until a certain percentage of enemy 
ground threat is destroyed (objective oriented). Threat distribution and phase duration help 
identify where the weight of the campaign will fall during various phases to prevent 
unnecessary duplication of support to diffeff?nt components. 

Related Terms 
threat distribution 

JP4-0 

·PHASES 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

The arrangement of major operations relates directly to the commander's decision on 
phasing. A phase represents a period during which a large portion of the forces are involved 
in similar or mutually supporting activities (deployment, for example). A transition to another 
phase- such as a shift from deployment to defensive operations- indicates a shift in 
emphasis. World War II's Operation OVERLORD contained six phases: buildup, rehearsals, 
embarkation, assault, buildup, and breakout. 

Phasing may be sequential or concurrent. Phases may overlap. The point where one phase 
stops and another begins is often difficult to define in absolute terms. During planning, 
commanders establish conditions for transitioning from one phase to another. The commander 
adjusts the phases to exploit opportunities presented by the enemy or to react to unforeseen 
situations. 

Phasing assists commanders to think through the entire operation and to define requirements 
in terms of forces, resources, and time. The primary benefit of phasing is that it assists 
commanders in achieving major objectives, which cannot be attained all at once, by planning 
manageable subordinate operations to gain progressive advantages, and so achieving the 
major objectives as quickly and affordably as possible. Campaign phasing should consider 
aspects such as pre hostilities (including predeployment activities), lodgment, decisive combat 
~md stabilization, follow-through, and posthostilities (including redeployment). 

Actions during a prehostilities phase may be for deterrence or to seek to set the terms for 
battle and enhance friendly and limit enemy freedom of action .. The friendly force should not 
seek battle until it has set the terms or established the conditions for battle in its favor and 
should avoid being rushed into battle before such conditions are established, if possible. 
During predeployment activities,joint force commanders (JFCs) tailor forces for deployment. 
The command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence and logistic requirements 
of the force must be developed during the predeployment phase .in order to support JFC 
concepts of operations. When in-place forces are not sufficient and/or are not appropriate for 
the envisioned operation, early determination of the forces required and the order in which 
they are needed, based on the JFC's concept of operations, assists in identifying the time 
required to deploy the force. Sealift and airlift capabilities are critical to JFC concepts. 

A lodgment phase allows the movement and buildup of a decisive combat force in the 
operational area. In operations during peacetime, deployment will normally include 
movements to host-nation air or sea ports. In operations conducted before and during combat, 
initial deployment may require forcible entry, followed by the occupation and expansion of 
lodgment areas. 

A decisive combat and stabilization phase initially focuses on the rapid buildup of joint 
force capabilities. The appropriate sequencing of forces into the operational area can contribute 
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greatly to the stabilization of the situation. Further, deployment of forces may serve as a 
deterrent to hostilities, but if deterrence fails, deployment will permit JFCs to build up full 

· dimensional capabilities rapidly to conduct decisive action as early as possible. Such decisive 
action focuses on winning, that is, achieving the objectives defined by the National Command 
Authorities and JFC, and may include control of ene~y territory and population and destruction 
of the e·nemy's ability and will to continue. 

Quick and decisive deployment of fighter forces may stabilize the situation 
and obviate actual hostilities. 

During a follow-through phase, JFCs synchronize joint force activities to bring the operation 
to a successful conclusion. Follow-through includes those actions that ensure the political 
objectives are achieved and sustained. Part of this phase may be to ensure the threat(military 
and/or political) is not able to resurrect itself. In essence, such a phase focuses on ensuring 
that the results achieved endure. During this phase, joint forces may conduct operations in 
support of other governmental agencies. JFCs continuously assess the impact of current 
operations during hostilities on the termination objectives. The outcome of military operations 
should not conflict with the long-term solution to the crisis. 

During the posthostilities and redeployment phase, JFCs may retain responsibility for 
operations or they may transfer control of the situation to another authority and redeploy 
their forces. JFCs should identify posthostilities requirements as early as possible to best 
accomplish these missions and simultaneously redeploy assets no longer needed to resolve 
the crisis. · 

Logistics is crucial to phasing. Joint force planners consider establishing logistic bases, 
opening and maintaining lines of communications, establishingintermediate logistic bases to 
support new phases, and defining priorities for services and support. Logistics, then, is key 
to arranging the operations of campaigns and should be planned and executed as a joint 
responsibility. 

Changes in phases at any level can represent a period of vulnerability for the force. At this 
point, missions and task organizations often change. The careful planning of branches and 
sequels tan reduce the risk associated with transition between phases. 
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operational art 

JP3-0 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

PLANNED REQUESTS 

When air movement requirements are known or projected in advance, they are handled as 
planned requests through normal logistic channels. Channel missions and most special 
assignment airlift missions result from planned requests. In all cases, the joint military 

582 The Joint Doctri~e Encyclopedia 



PLANNING AND DIRECTION 

command should task planned requests within the operational lead time established by the 
Air Force component commander. Lead time is the time required to source, task, and generate 
actual missions in support of a specific requirement. Lead time varies, depending on the 
scale of the request, available forces, and the theater air planning process. 

Related Terms 
immediate requests 

JP 3-17 
Source Joint Publications 

mP for Theater Airlift Support 

PLANNING AND DIRECTION 

Planning and direction involve establishing the command relationships between all 
intelligence elements within the joint force and identifying, prioritizing, and validating 
intelligence and intelligence system requirements. This step also includes preparing a collection 
plan, deterrnir)ing essential elements of information, issuing requests for information collection 
and production, and continuously monitoring the availability of collected data. 

Collection planning is normally conducted through the Collection Requirem~nts 
Management(CRM) process. CRM registers, validates, and prioritizes collection, exploitation, 
and dissemination requirements to meet the information needs of joint and component force 
commanders. Through the development of a comprehensive collection plan or strategy, 
CRM tasks requirements to appropriate organic, attached, and supporting external 
organizations and agencies. (See figure below.) CRM also monitors the overall satisfaction 
of these requirements and assesses the effectiveness of the collection strategy to satisfy the 
original and evolving intelligence needs. 

Planning and direction also includes identifying: intelligence personnel augmentation 
requirements to· the Manpower and Personnel Directorate, key logistical requirements to the 
Logistics Directorate, lift and transportation requirements in the time-phased force and 
deployment list to the Plans Directorate, and communications requirements for intelligence 
operations to the Command, Control, Communications, and Computer Systems Directorate. 
This step also includes establishing and coordinating intelligence dissemination procedures 
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and systems with subordinate, lateral, and higher intelligence organizations and commands,· 
and identifying national-level support requirements. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

· PLANNING ORDER 

::-.-.: :· :- ·_:-:.·: ·:- : ·.-.. :·· .· .·. . . . · .. . - . . . . .·., .··_::::: ::~:~.:~.::~:~?::~f:>-?~~::;r?1~f~~~~~--~:~::<r:~:)~;::;;:~~:~:>~!~:~:::-:·~/!r::}::~:~~:~}~:-: 
\_:-.:1 >fi) .O.·I'(j~rl,~ued by the Chairman o~the Joint~hi~§..:qf;_§~~,!§.;.iij~i,~t~~~8~~9rt~'.;';: 
::· :. 'Pian,nir:t.9~ ::·Tf:le planning order will normally follow ca;:C9rnr:n~n~~.~~:.~$.!.iro~t~.:~n9:}i] 

·····.··:J;:~=~i~~~::l1~~:fl!~o~~~~~~'~lll4i~~,~~~~ 
. · ofactioti is:.not required before issuing' a Chairmar(df:th~::~qibt:,:yni~~;:~f(Staffi·~;; 

~~]~;:~~~~~~£~~~::~:p~~=~!l;i~l·~~il;l 
The PLANNING ORDER is a message from the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to 

the supported commander and other members of the Joint Planning and Execution Community. 
The primary purpose of the PLANNING ORDER is to direct that execution planning activities 
begin before formal selection of a course of action (COA) by the National Command 
Authorities (NCA). Used in this manner, the PLANNING ORDER saves time by allowing 
the planning activities described in Phase V of crisis action planning to begin pending a 
decision by the NCA. The PLANNING ORDER is designed to allow the Chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff additional flexibility in directing military activities taken in response to 
a crisis. In extremelytime-sensitivesituations,the PLANNINGORDERmay.be used in lieu 
of a WARNING ORDER. When used in this manner, the PLANNING ORDER will describe 
a specific COA; direct execution planning activities; and provide the combat force, strategic 
lift, and C-day and L-hour information normally provided in a WARNING ORDER. The 

· PLANNING ORDER will normally not be used to ·direct the deployment of forces or to 
increase force readiness. If force deployment is directed, the PLANNING ORDER will 
require approval of the Secretary of Defense. 

Related Terms 
alert order; execute order; warning order 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-03.1 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol 1: (Planning Policies 

and Procedures) 

PLANNING, PROGRAMMING, AND BUDGETING SYSTEM 

The planning, programming, and budgeting system, (PPBS) is another major national­
level system related to the joint operation planning and execution process. The Department 
of Defense (DOD) military strategy formulation and resource management system develops 
and integrates defense policy, military strategy, Service programs, and the DOD budget. 
This system's ultimate objective .is the acquisition and allocation of resources to meet the 
warfighting needs of the combatant commanders. The PPBS applies Joint Strategic Planning 
System (JSPS) derived national military strategy and recommended forces, and translates 
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them into budgetary requirements to be presented to Congress. The PPBS encompasses 
three phases. 

Planning. The planning phase of the PPBS articulates the national policy, military strategy, 
and the force requirements to support the national defense. In response to guidance from the 

· President and the Secretary of Defense regarding projected budget levels and national security . 
objectives, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, in coordination with the other members 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, uses ~he J.SPS to develop national military objectives,.strategy, 
recommended forces, options, .assessments, and evaluation of risk for the President's 

· consideration. Following review by the Secretary of Defense, the President considers the 
recommendations of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and makes his strategy and 
option decisions, which are then incorporated in the development of the Defense Planning 
Guidance (DPG). The DPG is developed by the Under Secretary of Defense for Policy in 
close coordination with the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the combatant commanders, 

. the Services, and others. The final DPG is reviewed by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the Chiefs of the Services, the combatant commanders, and other members of the 
Defense Planning Resources Board (DPRB) before being forwarded to the Secretary ofDefense 

. for approval and publication. The DPG is the link between planning and programming as it 
articulates national defense strategy and appropriate force structure requirements, together 
with programming guidance sufficient to accomplish national security objectives to the Military 
Departments, the Defense agencies, and US Special Operations Command (USSOCOM) for 
the development of their Program Objective Memorandums (POMs). 

Programming. The programming phase of the PPBS focuses on the development ofPOMs 
and the integration of those POMs into a coherent defense program to support the warfighting 
requirements of the combatant commanders. With the exception of USSOCOM's special 
operations-unique requirements, the combatant commanders provide their requirements to 
the Services through their Service components and identify their highest priority needs to the 
Secretary of Defense and the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff by means of the Integrated 
Priority List. The Military Departments, Defense agencies, and USSOCOM develop their 
POMs based on the combatant command requirements and strategic concepts and guidance 
contained in the DPG. The POMs express the Services' total requirements and include 
assessments of risk, as well as descriptions of how well the POMs support the requirements 
ofthecombatantcommanders. TheChairmanoftheJointChiefsofStaffassessestheoverall 
balance and adequacy of the composite POM force and support levels in view of approved 
strategy and the requirements of the combatant commanders and documents his assessment 
in the Chairman's Program Assessment. In a coordinated effort, program issues are identified 
by the combatant commanders and DPRB members and are resolved by the DPRB. The 
results are promulgated in the Secretary's Program Decision Memorandum (PDM). The 
PDM is the link between programming and budgeting. 

Budgeting. The final phase of the PPBS is budgeting. Once the PDMs are received, 
budget estimates are prepared by each of the Military Departments, the Defense agencies, 
and USSOCOM and submitted to the Secretary of Defense. The Defense budget is reviewed . 
by the Office of the Secretary of Defense and the Office of Management and Budget to 
ensure that it is consistent with fiscal guidance. Changes to the budget are documented in 
Program Budget Decisions (PBDs). During this final phase of budgeting, the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chiefs of the Services, and the combatant commanders assess 
the impact ofPBDs on warfighting capabilities. Their concerns are presented to the Secretary 
of Defense. Final changes are incorporated with previous PBDs to establish the DOD portion 
of the President's budget, which is submitted to Congress for funding. When the President 
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signs the congressional appropriations act into law, the Services, Defense agencies, and 
USSOCOM execute the budget to procure forces and capabilities. 

JPS-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

POLITICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Military Operations Other Than War (MOOTW). All military operations are driven 
by political considerations. However, MOOTW are more sensitive to such considerations 
due to the overriding goal to prevent, preempt, or limit potential hostilities. In MOOTW, 
political considerations permeate all levels and the military may not be the primary player. 
As a result, these operations normally have more restrictive rules of engagement than in war. 
As in war, the goal is to achieve national objectives as quickly as possible and conclude 
military operations on terms favorable to the US and ·its allies. However, the purposes of 
conducting MOOTW may be multiple, with the relative importance or hierarchy of such 
purposes changing or unclear; for example, to deter potential aggressors, protect national 
interests, support the United Nations or other regional organizations, satisfy treaty obligations, 
support ci vii authorities, or provide humanitarian assistance. 

Political Considerations. There are two general means for obtaining objectives by force. 
The first seeks domination or overthrow of the opponent's military strength and political 
policy- an imposed settlement. The second seeks concession through coordinated military 
and negotiating actions. War is an instrument of policy. Negotiating power in armed conflict 
springs from two sources: military success and r:nilitary potential. Military success provides 
military, geographic, political, psychological, or economic advantage and the quid pro quo 
for negotiations. Military potential establishes the threat of further advantage accruing to the 
possessor, which forces the opposing nation to consider a negotiated conclusion. Negotiating 
an advantageous conclusion to conflict requires time and power and the demonstrated will to 
use both. In addition to imposed and negotiated termination, there is an armistice or truce, 
which is a negotiated intermission in hostilities, not a peace. In effect, it is a device to buy 
time pending negotiation of a permanent settlement or resumption of hostilities. A nation 
needs to consider the advantages accruing to a truce and the prospects for its supervision. 

Even when pursuing an imposed termination, the government requires some means of 
communication with the opponent(s ). Declarations of intentions, requirements, and minor 
concessions may speed conflict termination, as the enemy considers the advantages of early 
termination versus extended resistance in the light of fading leverage. 

The issue of conflict termination centers on national will and freedom of action. Once the 
opponent's strategic aim shifts from maintaining or extending gains to reducing losses, the 
possibilities for negotiating an advantageous termination improve. Military, economic, 
diplomatic, and informational effort need to be coordinated toward causing that shift and, 
once made, toward exploiting it. Conflict termination should be considered from the outset 
of planning and should be refined as the conflict moves toward advantageous termination. 

Related Term 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publication 
JP 3-07 Join·t Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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POLITICAL OBJECTIVES IN MOOTW 

Political objectives drive military operations other than war (MOOTW) at every level 
from strategic to tactical. A distinguishingcharacteristicofMOOTW is the degree to which 
political objectives influence operations and tactics. Two important factors about political 
primacy stand out. First, all military personnel should understand the political objectives and 
the potential impact of inappropriate actions. Having an understanding of the political objective 
helps avoid. actions which may have adverse political effects. It is not uncommon in some 
MOOTW, for example peacekeeping, for junior leaders to make decisions which have 
significant political implications. Secondly, commanders should remain aware of changes 
not only in the operational situation, but also to changes in political objectives that may 
warrant a change in military operations. These changes may not always be obvious. However, 
commanders should strive, through continuing mission analysis, to detect subtle changes 
which, over time, may lead to disconnects between political objectives and military operations. 
Failure to recog~ize changes in political objectives early may lead to ineffective or counter­
productive military operations. 

The political objectives which military objectives are based on may not specifically address 
the desired military end state. Joint force commanders (JFCs) should, therefore, translate 
their political guidance into appropriate military objectives through a rigorous and continuous 
miss_ion and threat analysis. JFCs should carefully explain to political authori~es the 
implications of political decisions on capabilities and risk to military forces. Care should be 
taken to avoid misunderstandings stemming from a lack of common terminology. 

Change to initial military objectives may occur because political and military leaders gain 
a better understanding of the situation. or it may occur because the situation itself changes. 
JFCs should be aware of shifts in the political objectives. or in the situation itself, that necessitate 
a change in the military objective. These changes may be very subtle, yet they still require 
adjustment of the military objectives. If this adjustment is not made, the military objectives 
may no longer support the political objectives. legitimacy may be undermined, and force 
security may be compromised. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

. Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

POSSE COMITATUS ACT 

Prohibits search, seizure, or arrest powers to US 
in 1981 under Public Law 97-86 to permit increased 
support of drug interdiction and other law · 
of Army and Air Force as Posse Comitatus" -
1385) . 

Limitations on military forces in providing support to civil authorities include, among 
others, the Posse Comitatus Act. Title 18, US Code Section 1385 -Use of Army and Air 
Force as Posse Comitatus. This Act prohibits the use of federal military forces to enforce or 
otherwise execute laws unless expressly authorized by the Constitution or Act of Congress. 
Statutory exceptions to the Posse Comitatus Act which allow active duty military members 
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to respond to civil disturbances are included under Title 10 Sections 331 to 333: Request 
from a State (331 ), Enforcement of Federal Law (332), and Protection of Civil Rights (333). 
Additional important exceptions to Posse Comitatus are found in Title 10 Seetions 371.-380. 

Related Terms 
military support to civil authorities 

Joint Source Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PREHOSTILITIES 

Actions during a prehostilities phase may be for deterrence or to seek to set the terms for 
battle and enhance friendly and limit enemy freedom of action. The friendly force should not . 
seek battle until it has set the terms or established the conditions for battle in its favor and 
should avoid being rushed into battle before such conditions are established, if possible . 

. During predeployment acti vities,joint force commanders (JFCs) tailor forces for deployment. 
The command, control, communications, computers, and intelligence and logistic requirements 
of the force must be developed during the predeployment phase in order to support JFC 
concepts of operations. When in-place forces are not sufficient and/or are not appropriate for 
the envisioned operation, early determination of the forces required and the order in which 
they are needed, based on the JFC's concept of operations, assists in identifying the time 
required to deploy the force. Sealift and airlift capabilities are critical to JFC concepts .. 

phases 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

PREPARING THE THEATER 

General. Actions joint force commanders (JFCs) are able to take before the initiation of 
hostilities can assist in determining the shape and character of future operations. Most inclusive 
is preparing the theater, which involves intelligence and counterintelligence operations to 
understandclearlythecapabilities,intentions,andpossibleactionsofpotentialopponents,as 
well as the geography, weather, demographics, and culture(s) of the operational area. 
Additionally, the infrastructure required to deploy and support combat operations must be · 
identified and emplaced as appropriate. In many cases, these actions enhance bonds between 
future· coalition partners. increase understanding of the region, help ensure access when 
required, and strengthen future multinational military operations. (See figure below.) 

Preparing the Theater. 
Intelligence. At the advent of a crisis or other indication of potential military action, JFCs 

examine available intelligence estimates. As part of the intelligence preparation of the 
battlespace process, JFCs then focus intelligence efforts to refine estimates of enemy 
capabilities, dispositions, intentions, and probable actions within the context of the current 
situation. They look for speCific indications and warning of imminent enemy activity that 
may require an immediate response or an acceleration of friendly decision cycles. 

JFCs direct reconnaissance, surveillance. and target acquisition operations by elements of 
the joint force to further develop the situation and gain information critical to decision making. 
In some cases, such information can be gained by passive or unobtrusive means. In other 
cases, elements of the joint force may have to fight to gain the information desired. Armed 
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reconnaissance operations conducted by manned systems have the potential to fight for 
information as well as process the information on site, providing commanders with real time 
intelligence. Special operations forces can be employed for special reconnaissance or other 
human intelligence operations. 

JFCs use a broad range of supporting capabilities to develop a current intelligence picture. 
These supporting capabilities include national intelligence and combat support agencies which 
are coordinated in support of the JFC by the National Military Joint Intelligence Center. 
Intelligence Directorates should integrate these supporting capabilities with the efforts of the 
joint intelligence center. Liaison personnel from the various agencies provide access to the 
entire range of capabilities resident in their agencies and can focus those capabilities on the 
JFC's intelligence requirements. intelligence operations serve to reduce uncertainty. 

·Organizing and Training Forces. Preparing the theater also includes organizing and, 
where possible, training forces to conduct operations throughout the theater. When it is not 
poss·ible to train forces in the theater of employment, as with continental US-based forces 
with multiple taskings, maximum use should be made of regularly scheduled and ad hoc 
exercise opportunities. Joint task forces and components that are likely to be employed in 
theater operations should be exercised regularly during peacetime. Staffs should be identified 
and trained for planning and con~ollingjoint operations. JFCs and the composition of their 
staffs should reflect the composition of the joint force to ensure those responsible for employing 
joint forces have thorough knowledge of their capabilities and limitations. The training 
focus for all forces and the basis for exercise objectives should be the combatant commander's 
joint mission essential task list. 

Maintaining Theater Access. 1FCs establish and maintain access (including exercises, 
basing, transit, and overflight rights) to operational areas in which they are likely to operate. 
In part, this effort is national or multinational, involving maintenance of intertheater (between 
theaters) air and sea lines of communications (LOCs). Supporting combatant commanders 
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P.RESIDENTIAL SELECTED RESERVE CALLUP AUTHORITY 

can greatly enhance this effort. Either at the outset or as operations progress, JFCs est~blish 
and secure intratheater(within the theater) LOCs through the application of appropriate joint 
force. 

JP 3.-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

PRESIDENTIAL SELECTED RESERVE CALLUP AUTHORITY 

Manpower mobilization options provide great flexibility to the National Command 
Authorities for responding to a crisis. Response levels are tied to the legal authorities available 
before a Presidential declaration of national emergency or a congressional declaration of 
national emergency or war. Before a declaration of national emergency, the Secretaries of the 
Military Departments can call for Reserve component (RC) volunteers who have needed 
skills and activate them for short periods oftime. RC volunteers were used effectively during 
Operation JUST CAUSE in Panama and Operation UPHOLD DEMOCRACY in Haiti. 
Volunteer Reservists and recalled retirees were used in Operations DESERT SHIELD and 
DESERT STORM in the Persian Gulf. 

Presidential Selective Reserve Call up authority makes up to 200,000 Selected Reservists 
available for up to 270 days ( 10 USC 12304 ). It was also used effectively in the Persian Gulf 
and during recent operations in Haiti. This authority can be used to send a strong signal of 
US resolve to friends and foes alike and can serve as a prelude to mobilization. 

mobilization 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

PREVENTIVE DIPLOMACY 

~~~;c!~ic adions ~ken in advance m a pmdi~~;~;~~~r!~~~~~~~~' 
Prevent~ve diplomacy consists of diplomatic actions taken in advance of a predictable 

crisis to prevent or limit violence. Military support to diplomacy may, for example, take the 
form of a preventive deployment. An example is Operation ABLE SENTRY, w~ere US 
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Forces deployed in 1993 to Macedonia in support of the United Nations effort to limit the 
fighting in the Former Republic of Yugoslavia. 

Related Terms 
peace operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PREVENTIVE MEDICINE 

Preventive medicine personnel must be included early in joint health service support 
planning. They conduct preliminary investigations for endemic diseases, arthropod and rodent 
infestations, and water quality. Specific preventive medicine procedures are generally the 
responsibility of the component commands. However, the geographic combatant commander 
may exercise directive authority and change componentresponsibilities based on operational 
or geographic considerations. ' 

In a nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) environment, preventive medicine services 
will be in great demand. There is a possibility that many deaths would occur if an effective 
biological agent attack occurred. Demands for military medical support to both military and 
civilian populations will probably be intense. Preventive medicine personnel must assist the 
commander in determining the health hazards associated with nuclear fallout and biological 
contamination, such as safe food and water sources, and in determining when to use 
prophylaxis, immunization, and other preventive measures associated with NBC warfare. 
Preventive medicine personnel must be aware of the NBC threat in the theater and continually 
update the.informational data base on diseases, potential disease vectors, and the susceptibility 
of troops to these diseases. In NBC conditions, diseases known to exist in the area may be 
manifested but not transmitted to our forces. The appearance of a disease or vector not 
known to exist in the theater is an indication that biological warfare agents are being introduced 
into the area. Following an effective NBC attack, the application of general preventive 
medicine principles will be important. 

Related Terms 
health service support 

JP 3-ll 
JP4-02 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological; and Chemical (NBC) Defense 
Doctrine for Health Service Support in Joint Operations 

PRINCIPLES OF INTELLIGENCE 

Basic Principles of Intelligence. (See figure below.) 
Joint Force Commander (JFC) is Responsible for Intelligence Support to Operations. 

The JFC determines the strategic and operational objectives for the theater of operations. 
The Intelligence Directorate of a joint staff (J-2) determines the intelligence requirements 
and direction of the intelligence effort in support of the JFC's objectives. The intelligence 
effort is critical to the mission. Its nature, orientation, and scope depend on the commander's 
decision on the relative importance of intelligence in accomplishing the mission. The J-2 
should refine the concept of intelligence operations to reflect changes in the commander's 
mission, estimate of the· situation, and objectives. JFCs, with their J-2s, must ensure that 
intelligence objectives are correct. adequately stated, understood, synchfonized, prioritized, 

·and translated into actions that will provide the intelligence needed to accomplish the mission. 
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Intelligence actions must be synchronized with other warfare disciplines to ensure integrated 
and responsive support throughout all phases of the operation. Acquiring intelligence is the 
responsibility of the commander. 

Synchronize Intelligence With Operations. The commander should require, and 
the J-2 should ensure, that all intelligence activities, assets, and disciplines are applied in 
time, space, and purpose to support optimally the JFC's operation plan. This synchronization 
process occurs across the range of military operations to provide timely, objective, tailored, 
complete, accurate, and relevant intelligence to achieve assigned operational objectives. This 
integration of intelligence and operations ensures the totality of effort against the adversary's 
centers of gravity. The product of effective synchronization is maximum use of every'resource, 
including intelligence assets, where and when it will make the greatest contribution to success. 
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Use the Same Approach for Operations Other Than War and War. Military intelligence 
systems should be single structures for warfighting support and be able to provide intelligence 
support for any military operation throughout the range of military operations. Warfighting 
intelligence structures of resources, methodologies, and products should be established, viable, 
exercised, and operational in peacetime to be available in any type of conflict and for any 
form of operation. Although it is recognized that intelligence organizations, particularly 
Joint Intelligence Centers (llCs) and joint intelligence support elements (llSEs ), will expand 
according to need, the concept of dual peacetime and wartime structures does not support the 
principle o.f "readiness" for all potential operations. Dual intelligence structures for peace 
and war require difficult and time-consuming transitions in critical situations. 

The J -2 Sholild Participate From the OutseL The J-2 should participate in decision and 
planning processes from the initial point when operations are contemplated or directed. 
Effective intelligence support requires a two-way flow of essential information. The J-2 
should be collocated with the JFC and function as a full member of the staff to provide the 
commander with the best possible view of the situation and adversary and to identify, develop, 
and dissemin~te the intelligence needed to support operations. The J-2 should apprise the 
JFC whether adequate intelligence can be made available for the campaigns, operations, and 
courses of action being considered. 

Ensure Unity of Intelligenc~ EfforL For a particular area of interest, there should be 
unity of intelligence effort to ensure-complete, accurate, and current intelligence to develop 
the best possible understanding of the adversary and the situation, and to reduce up necessary 
redundancy and duplication. 

JFCs have the responsibility and authority to determine, direct, and coordinate all mission­
related collection and analysis through centralized or apportioned collection and production 
management efforts. When liaison personnel are provided by national intelligence and/or 
combat support agencies, the J-2 should integrate their efforts with the llC/llSE. These 
liaison personnel are normally organized into a national intelligence support team (NIST) 
and support the JFC as an integral part of the J-2 organization. Access to intelligence 
capabilities to support mission responsibilities must be without regard to organization or 
command configurations. This approach allows the commander and J-2 to orchestrate pertinent 
intelligence activities to meet joint force intelligence requirements. 

The JFC should have assured access to all necessary national and theater intelligence 
capabilities. If higher priority or competing tasks preelude optimum support to the JFC, that 
commander and the senior commander assigning the mission must be informed so they may 
make timely and alternative provision for intelligence or assess the effects of gaps in intelligence 
to the operation. 

Subordinate commanders employ organic intelligence capabilities to support their assigned 
missions. At the same time, those capabilities must be available to assist the joint effort under 
the J-2' s concept of synchronizing all forces' intelligence requirements. The J -2 must establish 
a flexible and tailored architecture of procedures, organizations, and equipment focused on 
the joint commander's needs. This intelligence system of systems complements and reinforces 
the organic capabilities at each echelon and, when necessary, provides direct support to 
subordinate commanders whose organic capabilities cannot be brought to bear. 

The keys to unity of intelligence effort for joint operations are ensured access to any needed 
mission-relatedintelligencecapability and coordination of all intelligence efforts in or about 
the area of interest. Cooperation of intelligence organizations is important, but it is not a 
substitute for a unified and coordinated effort. 

593 



PRINCIPLES OF INTELLIGENCE 

The JFC should ensure that the subordinate commands assist each other in collecting and 
evaluating intelligence needed to the maximum extent compatible with the requirements of 
their respective commands and the joint force. This includes sharing intelligence sources, 
collection assets and operations, collection management, data bases, intelligence analysis, 
production, and communications. This principle of sharing also applies to other forces and to 
intelligence organizations that support the joint force. Sharing is an affirmative responsibility 
of commands and organizations that have the ability to support joint operations. Sharing and 
mutual support are essential to integrating all resources and capabilities into a unified system 
that will' best fulfill the prioritized intelligence needs for joint operations. The JFC will 
establish the command relationships for all assigned forces, including intelligence assets. 
Normally, components having organic intelligence staffs and forces will remain the assets of 
that component commander. If the JFC wants organic intelligence assets of a component to 
support other units, the JFC will usually assign that intelligence support mission to the 
component commander. Separate intelligence units and organizations assigned to the joint 
force will receive one of the four standard support missions from the JFC. Support relationships 
are shown in the figure below. 

Recognize Counterintelligence(Cn as a Source of Information. CI is a discipline that . 
is separate and distinct from foreign intelligence and supports military commanders, operational 
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planners, and the traditional intelligence disciplines. CI supports military operations and 
planning during peace~ime operations and at all levels of operations other than war and war. 
The type and methods of CI support differ at various organizational levels within the 
Department of Defense (DOD). CI develops information on the threat posed to plans, strategies, 
resources, programs, operations, and systems by foreign intelligence services and intelligence 
collection by foreign groups, including terrorists and drug traffickers. CI is responsible for 
the identification, neutralization, and/or exploitation of this threat. CI also determines the 
ability and willingness of host-nation forces to protect DOD resources and personnel. CI 
consists of four functions: operations, investigations, collection, and analysis. As such, CI 
plays a significant force protection role as well as conducting functions complementing 
intelligence such as analysis and collection. 

Prioritize Component Intelligence Requirements. The joint force J-2 should carefully 
manage·the flow of intelligence to the joint warfighter. Critical, time-sensitive component 
request for information should be expeditiously answered at the lowe~t command level possible. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

PRINCIPLES OF LOGISTICS 

General. The principles of logistics (see figure below) complement the principles of war. 
These principles and considerations serve as a guide to commanders and their staffs for 
planning and conducting logistic support for joint operations. 
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Responsiveness. Responsiveness is the right support in the right place at the right time. 
Among the logistic principles, responsiveness is the keystone; all else becomes irrelevant if 
the logistic system cannot support the concept of operations of the supported commander. 

Simplicity. Simplicity is avoidance of complexity and often fosters efficiency in both the 
·planning and execution of national and theater logistic operations. Mission-type orders and 
standardized procedures contribute to simplicity. Establishment of priorities and preallocation 
of supplies and services by the supported unit can simplify logistic support operations. 

Flexibility. Flexibility is the ability to adapt logistic structures and procedures to changing 
situations, missions, and concepts of operation. Logistic plans and operations must be flexible 
to achieve both responsiveness and economy. The commander must retain positive comm~d 
and control over subordinate organizations to maintain flexibility. The principle of flexibility 
also includes the concepts of alternative planning, anticipation, reserve assets, redundancy, 
forward support of phased logistics, and centralized control with decentralized operations. 

Economy. Economy is the provision of support at the least cost. At some level and to 
some degree, resources are always limited. Whe~ prioritizing and allocating resources, the 
commander must continuously consider economy. 

Attainability. Attainability(or adequacy) is the ability to provide the minimum essential 
supplies and services required to begin combat oper~tions. The commander's logistic staff 
develops the concept of logistic support, completes the logistic estimate, and initiates resource 
identification based on supported commander's requirements, priorities, and apportionment. 
An operation should not begin until minimum essential levels of support are on hand. 

Sustainability. Sustainabilityis a measure of the ability to maintain logistic support to all 
users throughout the theater for the duration of the operation. Sustaina~ility focuses the 
supporting commander's attention on long-term objectives and capabilities of the supported 
forces. Long-term support is the greatest challe~ge for the logistician, who mus~ not only 
attain the minimum essential materiel levels to initiate combat operations (readiness) but 
must also sustain those operations. 

Survivability. Survivability is the capacity of the organization to prevail in the face of 
potential destruction. Examples of military objectives selected for their effect on logistics 
and subsequent theater operational capability include industrial centers, airfields, seaports, 
railheads, supply points and depots, lines of communications, shipping, rail and road bridges, 
and intersections. Logistic units and installations are also high-value targets that must be 
safeguarded by both active and passive measures. Active measures must include a plan for 
ground defense of logistic installations with provisions for reinforcement and fire support. 
Passive measures include dispersion •. physical protection of personnel and equipment, 
deception, and limiting the size and capabilities of an installation to what is essential for the 
mission. Although the physical environment will most often only degrade logistic capabilities 
rather than destroy them, it must be considered when planning. Survivability may dictate 
dispersion and decentralization at the expense of economy. The allocation of reserves, 
development of alternatives, and phasing of logistic support contribute to survivability. These 
concepts are related to logistic indicators. 

· Related Terms 
logistics 

JP4-0 
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Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 
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PRINCIPLES OF NBC DEFENSE 

General. Nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) defense for the theater requires 
cognizance of the principles of NBC defense- avoidance, protection, and decontamination . 
-coupled with a proactive theater -level program of intelligence, psychological operations, 
deception, and obscuration. (See· figure below.) Theater-level intelligence assets gather 
information on the state of the area of responsibility and enemy capabilities and intentions. 
Psychological operations support deterrent measures and, in the event of the failure of 
deterrence, enhance reactive measures as a force multiplier. Deception at the theater level 
supports large-scale maneuvers. Obscuration increases survivability of large-scale operations 
and port and airfield operations. 

Avoidance. Passive and active measures used in avoiding NBC attack are keys to NBC 
defense. Passive measures include training, camouflage and concealment (including the use 
of smoke and obscurants), hardened positions, and dispersion. Active avoidance includes 
contamination detection, marking, alarms, warning, reporting, and control measures. 
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Protection. This principle consists of hardening of positions, protecting personnel, assuming 
mission-oriented protective posture (MOPP), physical defense measures, and reacting to 
attack. 

Hardening. Overhead cover, bunkered positions, armored-like sections of ships, or tanks 
are examples. This measure pertains primarily to nuclear weapons in the NBC defense context. 

Protecting Personnel. Ordinary clothing can provide some protection against the thermal 
effects of a nuclear detonation, but more sophisticated.protection is required against biological 
and chemical weapons. These measures may include medical prophylaxis (pre-treatments) 
protective masks or protective ensemble, antidote, or other medical treatments. Other measures 
to protect personnel from nuclear effects include implementing passive measures, warning 
others, locating and identifying burst location, and limiting exposure. 
Other biological and chemical measures include providing individual and collective protection 
measures or relocation of personnel to toxic-free areas. 

Mission-OrientedProtecti ve Posture. When considering the use ofMOPP, the commander 
should balance protection with degradation of the forces' ability to perform their mission. 
Normally, the joint force commander will leave the decisionofMOPPlevel tothecomponent 
commander, who usually will decentralize the decision to the various area commanders or 
captains of their vessels. 

Physical Defense Measures. The optimum conditions for the enemy to employ biological 
aerosols or chemical attacks exist in the late evening or early morning. When ~t conditions 
exist, it is recommended that during the hours of darkness as many personnel as possible 
remain inside any available fixed or improvised collective protective shelters or wear their 
protective masks. 

After an Attack. Following an attack, personnel should take immediate action to reduce 
the impact of the attack and restore the fighting power to continue the mission. Different 
procedures would be prescribed for nuclear, biological, or chemical attacks. 

Decontamination. Decontamination stops the erosion of combat power and reduces the 
possibility of additional casualties from inadvertent exposure or failure of protection. The 
extent of and time required for decontamination depends on the tactical situation, mission, 

. degree of contamination, and other alternatives to decontamination, such as deferring the use 
of the equipment. Forces should ordinarily decontaminate only that materiel needed for 
completion of the mission. Depending on agent type and weather conditions, decontamination 
may not be required because of natural weathering effects (temperature, wind, and sunlight). 
Non-mission essential equipment would have the decontamination deferred, or natural 
weathering could be used. 

Related Terms 
NBC defensive operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

PRINCIPLES OF WAR 

Principles of War. The principles of war represent the best efforts of military thinkers to · 
identify those aspects of warfare that are universally true and relevant. The principles of war 
currently adopted by the Armed Forces of the United States are objective, offensive, mass, 
economy of force, maneuver, unity of command, security, surprise, and simplicity. (See 

· figure below.) The principles of war guide warfighting at the strategic, operational, and 
tactical levels. They are the enduring bedrock of US military doctrine. 
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Objective. The purpose of the objective is to direct every military operation toward a 
clearly defined. decisive, and attainable objective. The objective of combat operations is the 
destruction of the enemy anned. forces' capabilities and will to fight. The objective of an 
operation other than war might be more difficult to define; nonetheless, it too must be clear 
from the beginning. Objectives must directly. quickly, and economically contribute to the 
purpose of the operation. Each operation must contribute to strategic objectives. Avoid 
actions that do not contribute directly to achieving the objective. 

Offensive. The purpose of an offensive action is to seize, retain, and exploit the initiative . 
. Offensive action is the most effective and decisive way to attain a clearly defined objective. 
Offensive.operations are the means by which a military force seizes and holds the initiative 
while maintaining freedom of action and achieving decisive results. The importance of 
offensive action is fundamentally true across all levels of war. Commanders adopt the defensive 
only as a temporary expedient and must seek every opportunity to seize or reseize the initiative. 
An offensive spirit must therefore be inherent in the conduct of all defensive operations. 

Mass. The purpose of mass is to concentrate the effects of combat power at the place and 
time to achieve decisive results. To achieve mass is to ~ynchronize appropriate joint force 
capabilities where they will have decisive effect in a short period oftime. Mass must often be 
sustained to have the desired effect. Massing effects, rather than concentrating forces, can 
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enable even numerically inferior forces to achieve decisive results and minimize human 
losses and waste of resources. 

Economy of Force. The purpose of the economy of force is to allocate minimum essential 
combat power to secondary efforts. Economy of force is the judicious employment and 
distribution of forces. It is the measured allocation of available combat power to such tasks 
as limited attacks, defense, delays, deception, or even retrograde operations in order to achieve 
mass elsewhere at the decisive point and time. 

Maneuver. The purpose of maneuver is to place the enemy in a position of disadvantage 
through the flexible application of combat power. Maneuver is the movement of forces in 
relation to the enemy to secure or retain positional advantage, usually in order to deliver- or 
threaten delivery of- the direct and indirect fires of the maneuvering force. Effective 
maneuver keeps the enemy off balance and thus also protects the friendly force. It contributes 
materially in exploiting successes, preserving freedom of action, and reducing vulnerability 
by continually posing new problems for the enemy. 

Unity of Command. The purpose of unity of command is to ensure unity of effort under 
one responsible commander for every objective. Unity of command means that all forces 
operate under a single commander with the requisite authority to direct all forces employed 
in pursuit of a common purpose. Unity of effort, however, requires coordination and 
cooperation among all forces toward a commonly recognized objective, although they are 
not necessarily part of the same command structure. In multinational and interagency 
operations, unity of command may not be possible, but the requirement for unity of effort 
becomes paramount. Unity of effort - coordination through cooperation and common 
interests- is an essential complement to unity of command. 

Security. The purpose of security is to never permit the enemy to acquire unexpected 
advantage. Security enhances freedom of action by reducing friendly vulnerability to hostile 
acts, influence, or surprise. Security results from the measures taken by commanders to 
protect their forces. Staff planning and an understanding of enemy strategy, tactics, and 
doctrine will enhance security. Risk is inherent in military operations. Application of this 
principle includes prudent risk management, not undue caution. Protecting the force increases 
friendly combat power and preserves freedom of action. 

Surprise. The purpose of surprise is to strike the enemy at a time or place or in a manner 
for which it is unprepared. Surprise can help the commander shift the balance of combat 
power and thus achieve success well out of proportion to the effort expended. Factors 
contributing to surprise include speed in decision making, information sharing, and force 
movement; effective intelligence; deception; application of unexpected combat power; 
operations security; and variations in tactics and methods of operation. 

Simplicity. The purpose of simplicity is to prepare clear, uncomplicated plans and concise 
orders to ensure thorough understanding. Simplicity contributes to successful operations. 
Simple plans and clear, concise orders minimize misunderstanding and confusion. When 
other factors are equal, the simplest plan is preferable. Simplicity in plans allows better 

. understanding and execution planning at all echelons. Simplicity and clarity of expression 
greatly facilitate mission execution in the stress, fatigue, and other complexities of modem 
combat and are especially critical to success in combined operations. 

JPI 
JP3-0 
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Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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PRIVATE VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 

General. Where long-term problems precede a deepening crisis, private voluntary 
organizations (PVOs) are frequently on scen'e before US forces and are willing to operate in 
high-risk areas. They will most likely remain long after military forces have departed. PVOs 
are independent, diverse, flexible, grassroots-focused, primary relief providers. These 
organizations phiy an important role in providing support to host nations. In fact, PVOs 
provide assistance to over 250 million people annually. Their worldwide contributions total 
between $9 and $10 billion each year- more than any single nation or international body 
(such as the United N~tions (UN)). Because of their capability to respond quickly and 
effectively to crises, they can lessen the civil-military resources that a commander would 
otherwise have to devote to an operation. Though differences may exist between military 
forces and civilian agencies, short-term objectives are frequently very similar. Discovering 
this common ground is essential to unity of effort. In the fmal analysis, activitieS and capabilities 
of PVOs must be factored into tbe commander's assessment of conditions and resources and 
integrated into the selected course of action .. 
. The Role ofPVOs. PVOs may range in size and experience from those with multimillion 

dollar budgets and decades of global experience in developmental and humanitarian relief to 
newly created small organizations dedicated to a particular emergency or disaster. The 
professionalism, capability, equipment and other resources, and expertise vary greatly from 
one PVO to another. PVOs are involved in such diverse activities as education, technical 
projects, relief activities, refugee assistance, public policy, and development programs. The 
connectivity between PVOs and the Department of Defense is currently ad hoc, with no 
specific statutory linkage. But while their focus remains grassroots and their connections 
informal, PVOs are major players at the interagency table. The sheer number of lives they 
affect and resources they provide enables the PVO community to wield a great deal of power 
within the interagency community. In fact, individual organizations are often tapped by the 

. UN and US Government agencies to carry out specific relief functions. 
Military and Private Organization Relations. The extensive involvement, local contacts, 

and experience gained in various nations make private organizations valuable sources of 
information about local and ~gional governments and civilian attitudes toward the operation. 
While some organizations will seek the protection afforded by armed forces or the use of 
military aircraft to move relief supplies to overseas destinations, others may avoid a close 
affiliation with military forces, preferring autonomous operations. Their rationale may be 
fear of compromising their position with the local populace or suspicion that military forces 
intend to take control of, influence, or even prevent their operations. Combatant command 
staff planners should consult these organizations, along with the host country government (if 
sovereign), to identify local issues and concerns that should be reflected in the proposed 
public affairs guidance. 

·. .. . · · . · · ... · . . · . · .· .. <·.:;~·::t::~~:i~t.~~-~·}~i?~~~~)~~~~~~;~r~f}:10'f)~t~m~~~{t~:.:?J?~r:~~~~f~;~~s$;~~:y 
"For all our experience and compassion, we in th81J!ilief:ljrtt:J/deitt?1ppfiiii.r1lPiJ~i({eS$::c 
do not have the capacity to deal with such large;.~CQ,f~ •. ·§f!t~~~frlpkf.~];:rrt,i/J~ul~t!IJ/Rt~:W;, 
Help from the military is not something we should !Jt!giri:!o::~l(e;:to~giiirj~~(//tii;;~;t11¥i~' 
upon in all cases. But there are extraordinary ·circurristii(1{;8$::(h(l.fifiill:loi;~${X6ri~~sX~1.; 

. ~n~C;;~;~m::~~~e, t:::~:~)rt;Jfi~lt~•~ 
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·f;:::;:·~J·,~$v~i:~:;e~niz~ .. #,~~ ... !h~. oep~~m~ki:~j'jj~~~jjjl!~J~i}/i;J.~~Jl:~;:;hiJiav~W~fi~i, 
~C:·operation$Js often mo,re. that of en~bler._('(Brsf!.~:(fJI£(sJV,~d9!ft#J~i~~WU.fiC.iion.:.~~ l!'k/. 
~.·'·~·-··lnstituiiona/Jymore comfortable with).·•.'ForeXflf!1Blt!)WJ/Jwi{f!C!i!t:the.frii.litillf':·~ef:Vif!::\ 

Military Support ofPVOs. The National Command Authorities may determine that it is 
in the national interest to task US military forces with missions that bring them into close 

·contact with (if not support of) PVOs. In such circumstances, it is mutually beneficial to 
closely coordinate the activities of all participants. A climate of cooperation between PVOs, 
and the military forces should be the goal. Taskings to support PVOs are normally for a 
short -term purpose due to extraordinary events. In most situations, logistics, communications, 
and security are those capabilities most needed by the PVOs. It is, however~ crucial to remember 
that in such missions the role of the armed forces should be to enable- not perform-PVO 
tasks. As later described. US military assistance has frequently proven to be the critical 
difference that enabled success of an operation. Military commanders and other decision 
makers should also understand that mutually beneficial arrangements between the armed 
forces and PVOs may be critical to the success of the campaign or operation plan. 

Related Terms 
nongovernmental organization 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-08 Interagency Coordination During Joint Operations, Vol. I 

PRODUCTION (INTELLIGENCE CYCLE) 

intelligence cycle . .· ·:··:··•·!:·:,:~·.::?:·'·.:~.,::·.::?.·~~: ... ::.t··~~;~l~~~;.~::~,~,;:~~j:rtt~i~:!tt.fiiJ[0~1J~ij·! 
The steps by which information is ronverted into inteliigenceandma~ti .. f:iv8i18bl~ft-·:~ 
to users. There are five steps in the cycle: a.:.: ·pl~mnh1g .. ari~''gi~~tH~ff:~::: ',:\:}1. 
Determination of intelligence requirements, preparatioriof.:'$>coll~.i()rj plan}7t::::. 

~~fn~~u~fc~=~n8~h~ ~:~:: ~~'~";:~~~~~~~~~~;~~:~~~\~~~~ 
Acquisition of infoll't:lation and the provision of t,hi~:inf(;)qn'~t1.9n.tcFpr(>~~irj·gi·:i, 

=:~~:n:::~en:~~~=::lfig~~~~~!~-~~ 
of information into intelligence through the integratiqr:~'~rialy~i~~~~y~IG.a.~~<?:p~;~D~}~~.; 
interpretation of all source data and the preparatiot(~tlr1te~lig~tt~''Rrq~p~~H~1Wh: 

· ~!~~~:;~~e~r9:~:iroa~:~~~~ ~~~i~l~l~t~lliifll\1iill 
Production. Intelligence production is the integration, evaluation, analysis, and 

interpretation of information from single or multiple sources into finished intelligence for 
known or anticipated military and related national security consumer requirements. A term 
associated with production is "intelligence application." Intelligence application is.the direct 
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extraction and tailoring of information fr()m an existing foundation of intelligence and near 
real time reporting. It is focused on and meets specific requirements, normally on demand. 

Production Guidelines. (See figure below.) 
Focus on the Purpose and Use of Intelligence. To better understand the exact needs of the 

consumer and the best way of answering the requirements, the producer needs to know who . 
will use the intelligence at what level(s) of command. the user's mission, the general intelligence 
requirements and responsibilities, and purpose of the intelligence products. 

Objectivity. Producers must be objective, unbiased, and avoid any tendency toward 
preconceived ideas. When conflicting information exists, efforts should be made to resolve 
the difference. If time or resources are inadequate to provide unambiguous intelligence, the 
joint force commander (JFC) should be made aware of the ambiguity or uncertainty. 
Commanders need all available pertinent intelligence, including conflicting or contradicting 
information and opinion. 

Provide Integrated Products. Intelligence analysts at joint intelligence centers and other 
fusion centers should use information available from multiple sources, integrate it, and provide 
the decision maker with a clear picture. 

Coordinate Production Among Echelons. Intelligence production should be coordinated 
from national through tactical levels. These production activities should be directed and 
coordinated by the Intelligence Directorate (J-2) so they are mutually supporting and 
nonduplicative. · 

• Intelligence production for joint operations is accomplished by units and organizations 
at every echelon. It includes Service-unique products at the component commands and 
operating forces. 

• Intelligence produced at higher echelons is derived from both collection assets organic 
to that echelon or higher and a refinement and compilation of intelligence received from 
subordinate units and external organizations. Subordinate units, in tum, use the 
intelligence products sent to them by the senior command to determine or adjust their 
mission and/or strategy. , 

Production Responsibilities. Higher echelons are responsible for ensuring subordinates 
are provided any required intelligence exceeding the subordinate's organic production 
capability. Toward this end. higher echelon commanders and J-2s should identify organizations 
able to contribute. and take necessary actions to provide JFCs with required intelligence 
products and services. 

Production ManagemenL Production management is a critical element in ensuring 
effective and efficient military intelligence production in support ofjoint operations. Within 
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each production agency, production managers receive, review, validate, prioritize, and 
coordinate production requirements to determine the producer and schedule, the task, and 

r editing requirements for intelligence products. Automated data processing (ADP) on-line 
updates are controlled by the production manager. Strict controls should be applied to changing 
information in ADP systems that can be accessed by other organizations. There must be a 
designated approving authority for such changes. Routinely, only one organization will have 
the authority to change a specific item (e.g., a data field in a record in an official data base). 

Related Terms 
intelligence cycle 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

PROTECTION 

Protection. Joint force commanders (JFCs) must protect their forces and their freedom of 
action. This protection dictates that JFCs be aw~ of and participate as appropriate in regional 
political and diplomatic activities. JFCs, in concert with US ambassadors, may spend as 
much time on regional political and diplomatic efforts as on direct preparation of their forces 
for combat. JFCs strive to conserve the fighting potential of the joint force. 

Protection from the Enemy's Firepower and Maneuver. JFCs counter the enemy's 
firepower and maneuver by making personnel, systems, and units difficult to locate, strike, 
and destroy. They protect their force from enemy maneuver and firepower, including the 
effects of weapons of mass destruction. Air and maritime superiority operations; air defense; 
and protection of airports and seaports. lines of communications, and friendly force lodgment 
all contribute to force protection. Operations security and military deception are key elements 
of protection. 

Health, Welfare, Morale, and Maintenance. JFCs keep personnel healthy and maintain 
their fighting spirit. This protection includes guarding equipment and supplies from loss or 
damage. JFCs ensure systems are in place for adequate medical care, quick return of minor 
casualties to duty, and preventive medicine. · 

Safety. JFCs make safety an integral part of all joint training and operations. Sustained, 
high-tempo operations put personnel at risk. Command interest, discipline, and training 
lessen those risks. Safety in training. planning. and operations is crucial to successful combat 
operations and the preservation of combat power. 

Prevention of Fratricide. JFCs make every effort to reduce the potential for fratricide­
the unintentional killing or wounding of friendly personnel by friendly fire. The destructive 
power and range of modern weapons. coupled with the high intensity and rapid tempo of 
modern combat, increase the potential for fratricide. Commanders must be aware of those 
situations that increase the risk of fratricide and institute appropriate preventative measures. 
The primary mechanisms for limiting fratricide are command emphasis, disciplined operations, 
close coordination among component commands, rehearsals, and enhanced situational 
awareness: Commanders should seek to minimize the potential for fratricide while not limiting 
boldness and audacity in combat. 

JP3-0 
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Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

PROTECTION OF SHIPPING 

r;<?:: :·;;: .:> -(\:~: (:~~-;:::.-~ . .: : : -. ·: ·-.·..::·: ~-.: :· :·: ::-:_. . . : : . _ .. : . . :· :_:; ; .. :: ::~:;:y.:~;:-~f.y?·rt!~:%~;~~\p.f:;.;~F=!'~r.~;?tf~~~t;~~~~~~~:~<?~;:;:.\~~f::)~/{-1:~~~>~~-j~-~:_;~;~:: 
· ;:;• .:Th~ u~e:ofproportiqnateforce by· United Stat9$\wc:itsliip$~tni,it~fY:air.craff;a;rd: .. ::~ 
t;~.:991~~J9.~~§'.:whe.n• .. n#es~ry for· ~~e P~9~~~ic?ij·:~9f:~-y[l.~~~!§!~~!.~'Ji~Q~K~~~~l~~-:·.•: 
:" ···andaircratt;·United States citizens (whether emb~r1(ecUriU~it~:~~~t~~ottoreigri>> 
; .• :•v6$s~ls), .and theiq:lroperty against unlawful viql$ncEiikJ:ti!$:·pr(it~9ii9oJnay::t>~···L . 
• ~: :.eXiended (consistentwith intemationallaw) to .. fore.l·g~·,fl,~si;Y.~.~ei~~:~Jr¢@tti~.ii.ncf: . 

· ·· ·• P~~sons.: · · · ·. · · · · · · ··: · ::;;I~::.,f;l,_li·:fJ.:t:~;~i.111~·;;.'~:[1~It~~:~·tf[j'~:-,,!{fJ;J;\~J~·::1:f-~3·,f;. 
When necessary, US forces provide protection of US flag vessels, US citizens (whether 

embarked in US or foreign vessels), and their property against unlawful violence in and over 
international waters. With the consent of the flag state this protection may be extended to 
foreign flag vessels under international law. Protection of shipping includes coastal sea 
control, harbor defense, port security, countennine operations, and environmental defense, in 
addition to ope.rations on the high seas. It requires the coordinated employment of surface, 
air, space, and subsurface units, sensors, and weapons, as well as a command structure both. 
ashore and afloat, and a .logistics base. 

Protection of shipping is accomplished by a combination of operations. Area operations, 
either land-based or sea-based, are designed to prevent a hostile force from obtaining a tactical . 
position from which to attack friendly or allied shipping. This includes ocean sw:veillance 
systems that pro.vide data for threat location and strike operations against offending bases or 
facilities. Threats not neutralized by area operations must be deterred or addressed by escort 
operations. Generally, escorts are associated with convoys, although individual ships or a 
temporary grouping of ships may be escorted for a specific purpose. Mine counterineasures 
operations are integral to successful protection of shipping and are an essential element of · 
escort operations. An example of protection of shipping is Operation EARNEST WILL, the 
reflagging of Kuwaiti ships in 1987. Environmental defense operations provide for coordinated 

. Coast Guard/Department of Defense response to major pollution incidents both at home and 
overseas. These incidents have the potential for grave damage to natural resources, the 
economy, and military operations. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

PSYCHOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 

Planned operations to convey selected informatl~~iiili~!)i~t€il~~!t~1~~~~~~ 
audiences to influence their emotions, motives';f,()bj~iy~j~t~~SQJ'i?9~.:::_~Q~j'iJ}. 

~~:~t~~s~~~e~~:;~:~~~:~~:Z:H~~;~~~t!~~~~j~i 
. foreign attitudes and behavior favorable to the origih~t()ft$.;t)t)f, · · ,,,.,>:; ''<;~I$Q.~b>. 

2
." 

PSYOP. . .· ~·· ::;_ /.1:1.:t[~,lt;~[~~~~tt~~~·J Jt~'ti~~~~,·(:~ ,·',~j"~~ 
General. Psychological operations ~SYOP) are operations planned to convey selected 

infonnation and indicators to foreign audiences to influence their emotions, motives, objective 
reasoning, and ultimately the behavior of foreign governments, organizations, groups, and 
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individuals. The purpose of PSYOP is to induce or reinforce foreign attitudes and behavior 
favorable to the originator's objectives. PSYOP are a vital part of .the broad range of US 
political, military, economic, and informational activities. When properly employed, PSYOP 
can lower the morale and reduce the efficiency of enemy forces and could create dissidence 
and disaffection within their ranks. 

Military PSYOP. PSYOP are an integral part of military operations and, as such, are an 
inherent responsibility of all mill~ commanders. PSYOP have been used throughout history 
to influence foreign groups and leaders. Modem PSYOP are enhanced by the expansion of 
mass communication capabilities. Nations may multiply the effects of their military capabilities 
by communicating directly to their intended targets promises or threats of force or retaliation, 
conditions of surrender, safe passage for deserters, invitations to sabotage, support to resistance 
groups, and other messages. The effectiveness of this communication depends on the 
perception of the communicator's credibility and capability to carry out promises or threatened 
actions. It is important not to confuse psychological impact with PSYOP. Actions such as 
shows-of-force or limited strikes may have a psychological impact, but they are not PSYOP 
unless the primary purpose is to influence the emotions, motives, objective reasoning, or 
behavior of the targeted audience. Categories of Military PSYOP are shown in the figure 
below. 

The employment of any element of national power, particularly the military element, has 
always had a psychological dimension. Foreign perceptions of US military capabilities are 
fundamental to strategic deterrence. The effectiveness of deterrence, power projection, and 
other strategic concepts hinges on US ability to influence the perceptions of others. Military 
PSYOP constitute a systematic process of conveying messages to selected foreign groups to 
promote particular themes that result in desired foreign attitudes and behaviors that can augment 
the national effort. PSYOP are used to establish and reinforce foreign perceptions of US 
military, political, and economic power and resolve. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Psychological Operations 
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RANGE OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 

· The US acts to meet various challenges, protect national interests, and achieve strategic 
aims in a variety of ways depending on the nature of the strategic environment. The figure · 
below shows the range of military operations.· 

When other instruments of nation·arpower (diplomatic, economic, and informational) are 
unable or inappropriate to achieve national objectives or protect national interests, the US 
national leadership may decide to conduct large-scale, sustained combat operations to achiev~ 
national ~bjectives or protect national interests, placing the US in a wartime state. In such 
cases, the goal is to win as quickly and with as few casualties as possible, achieving national 
objectives and concluding hostilities on terms favorable to the US and its multinational partners. 

Operations other than war are an aspect of military operations that focus on deterring war 
and promoting peace. ·In spite of efforts to promote peace, conditions within a country or . 
region may result in armed conflict. When other instruments of national power are unable to 
influence a deteriorating or potentially hostile situation, military force m.ay be required to 
demonstrate US resolve and capability, support the other instruments of national power, or 
terminate the situation on favorable terms. The general goals of US military operations 
during such periods are to support national objectives, deter war, and return to a state of 
peace. Such operations involve a greater risk that US forces could become involved in 
combat than operations conducted to promote peace. · 

Combatant commanders, at the direction of the National Command Authorities, may employ 
US forces to deter an adversary's action. The physical presence of these forces, coupled with 
their potential employment, can serve as a deterrent and facilitate achieving strategic aims. 
Should this deterrence fail, force may be required to compel compliance, for example, in the 
form of raids or strikes. Other such operations include peace enforcement, counterterrorism, 
enforcement of sanctions, support to insurgency and counterinsurgency, maritime interception, 
and evacuation of noncombatants. 
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At any point when force or the threat of its use is contemplated, those responsible for 
ordering, planning, or executing such action should remember Clausewitz 's dictum that the 
use of force and violence introduces the fear, physical strain, and the uncertainty that are 
some of the hallmarks of the nature of warfare. Just as there are important political, diplomatic, 
and legal differences between war and operations other than war, there is also a singularly 
important threshold where using military force of any kind or the threat of its use comes into 
play. In the range of military operations, this threshold is the distinction between combat and 
noncombat operations. 

Use of military forces in peacetime helps keep the day-to-day tensions between nations 
below the threshold of armed conflict and maintains· US influence in foreign lands. Such 
operation include humanitarian assistance and disaster relief, nation assistance, security 
assistance, foreign internal defense, counterdrug operations, arms control, support to US 
domestic ci vii authorities, evacuation of noncombatants, and peacekeeping. Such operations 
are typically joint in nature and may involve forward-presenceforces or units deployed from 
another theater or continental US or a combination of both. These operations, by definition, 
do not involve combat, but military forces always need to be prepared to protect themselves 
and respond to a changing situation. 

Operations other than war can involve simultaneous actions within an area of responsibility. 
These actions may or may not involve the use of force at times; part of the theater could also 
be in a wartime state. In such situations, geographic combatant commanders should pay 
particular attention to integrating and coordinating the effects and activities of forces toward 
a common purpose that supports attaining theater, national, and multinational str~tegic 
objectives. 

Some military operations may be conducted for one purpose. Disaster relief operations, 
for example, are peacetime military operations with a humanitarian purpose. A strike or raid 
-such as Operation ELDORADO CANYON, the 1986 joint operation to coerce Libya to 
conform with international laws against terrorism- can be an example of a military operatiop 
for a specific purpose of compelling action or deterrence. Often, however, military operations 
will have multiple purposes, such as the 1992-1993 operations in Somalia (Operations 
PROVIDE RELIEF and RESTORE HOPE) that corpbined humanitarian assistance efforts 
with peace enforcement operations. 

In war and operations other than war, combatant commanders and subordinate joint force 
commanders work with US ambassadors, the Department of State, and other agencies to best 
integrate the military with the diplomatic, economic, and informational instruments of national 
power. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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RECONNAISSANCE, SURVEILLANCE, AND TARGET ACQUISITION 

: ::.surveillance · · · . .·· : . . . < ~.:: :~;::!!~i?:'i\'-t!:}i.[::[''j~~12tr·~f:·]~·!}[:~t[,t[~·1:1j-\i~~~.~~1i;~f;:.(·::,, :c,:: 
: ·The systema~ic observation of aerospace, surf(ipe,:()r;§-Hp.§y,g~¢.~'~(~~~;;pl~~~,::;,;· 

··. ·.pefsons .. or•things. by ~sual, aureJ .. 61ectroniJ\~rr~~~~~~i~/~~\~~~li~£iilt~~~! 

· target acquisition . . : • . :_. . . ·, . , . :[_/·:;j;.J:·~,~Jj;;·~(-~·;1:jtf,lt;~;Jlf.;~~['_:~:r.f~~~-f·rr1:~~J~*I~i:}ti~!t.:,:r:,:·f.jli'!. 
The detection, identification,and location of a taig~~!.i~:~~i~.i-~r:ltji~~lt!c:?:;P..~tiil!t::>: 

. the effective employment of weapons~ · · ·_·1:,[~-t~~}·i~!·}';f~~J~~\;:[~-,[~:~),:l~~ij~~ ·:::<<:"'~ ;c~~~~~j~''.; 
General. The primary objective of reconnaissance, surveillance, and target acquisition 

(RSTA) operations is to support military operations across the range of military operations. 
RSTA operations are performed by forces with a primary RSTA mission and other forces 
with either a collateral mission or the capability to perform such a mission. Modem intelligence 
collection systems can accumulate vast amounts of information. To be useful, the information 
must be relevant. accurate, analyzed. properly formatted, and disseminated in a timely manner 
to the appropriate user. Also, the information must be appropriately classified to protect the 
RSTA system and its technology but sanitized to the degree necessary to allow dissemination 
_to the appropriate user level. 

RSTA Mission Areas. RSTA mission areas are essentially the same for the strategic, 
operational, and tactical levels of operations and interest. However, the tasking within these 
mission areas will vary based on the level, focus. need, and forces available. RSTA mission 
areas include indications and warning (I& W), planning and employment, and assessment. 
. Indications and Warning. Strategic- and operational-level RSTA operations provide 
information necessary to assess forces and installations that threaten the United States and its 
allies. It may be used to enhance an allied nation's ability to conduct military operations on 
a global, theater, or regional basis. RSTA missions may require both continuous surveillance 
and as-required reconnaissance to provide time I y I& W of a threat or impending attack. RSTA 
assets can assist in monitoring or verifying compliance with international agreements, e.g., 
arms control agreements. 

Tactical RSTA operations provide information and intelligence similar to the strategic and 
operational level necessary to assess force strength and deployment, defensive and offensive 
capabilities, and other factors that may affect US and/or allied military plans and operations. 
RSTA missions may require both continuous surveillance and as-required reconnaissance. 
They can assist in providing I& W of a thr:eat or impending attack in sufficient time for an 
appropriate response. 

611 



RECONNAISSANCE, SURVEILLANCE, AND TARGET ACQUISITION 

Planning and Employment. Strategic RSTA operations may be used to support the planning 
and conduct of nuclear and nonnuclear operations for all military environments, including 
the following: 

• Monitoring centers of gravity critical to a nation's warmakingcapability. 
• Single Integrated Operational Plan/limited attack option data base planning, adaptive 

planning, Unified Command Plan responsibilities, and Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan 
taskings. 

• Information on system capabilities, location, and other installations for the National 
Target Base and other target bases. 

Operational RSTA operations provide ~ommanders with current data on areas to include 
the environment, organizations, infrastructures, and forces necessary for planning theater 
campaigns and major operations, including contingencies. Additionally, they can provide 
for adaptive real time planning for current operations. RSTA operational-level support includes 
the following: 

• Monitoring centers of gravity critical to a nation's warmaking ability and enemy orders 
of battle against which the joint force commander (JFC) must concentrate his operations. 

• Strategic conventional attack data base planning. 
• Information on enemy offensive and defensive system capabilities, locations, and other 

data bases. 
• Collection of information on the conduct of combat or support operations across the 

range of military operations. 
Tactical RSTA operations forces and assets can provide the required detailed information 

(i.e., terrain, enemy disposition, orders of battle, movement, offensive and defensive 
capabilities) needed to plan and to employ forces successfully. This support includes providing 
target detection and acquisition, near real time intelligence, that provide opportunities for 
offensive and defensive actions and help reduce casualties and achieve victory. 

Assessment. RSTA operations provide assessment support to all levels of command before, 
during, and after the conduct of military operations. They can provide an important means 
for assessing friendly deception efforts. Assessments like battle damage assessment can 
provide information on the success of military operations and the need for follow-up or new 
operations. They can assist in determining where and when to employ scarce resources and 
concentrate efforts. Such assessments will affect the fprmulationofpolicy and military plans 
at all levels of conflict. 

Operations Security (OPSEC). Operations security must be used when generating RSTA 
resources, while sustaining and protecting the forces, and in planning and conducting 
reconnaissance and surveillanceoperations. The purpose is to enhance combat effectiveness 
by gaining and maintaining essential secrecy about friendly military capabilities, intentions, 
and operations. (See figure below.) 

-RSTA operations and planning must be closely coordinated with primary mission strategies 
and objectives to ensure activities and communications do not reveal indications of the primary 
mission that may be exploited by adversaries. Essential secrecy is required about the specific 
characteristics of sensors and data links, wartime reserve mode designs, deployment intentions, 
areas under surveillance, when and where reconnaissance will take place, patterns of operations 
that may imply operational objectives, and processing capabilities. 

Military Deception. RSTA operations may be used in four ways to support military 
deception. The first way tasks RSTA assets to identify and locate appropriate targets for 
military deception within the enemy command and control structure. The second way involves 
RSTA operations to monitor enemy actions or inactions relative to deception plans being · 
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implemented by the JFC. Enemy actions may include troop ~ovement in reaction to perceived 
friendly movement or increased surveillance activity by the enemy in attempts to monitor 
friendly activities. Third, increased RSTA activity in a specific area away from the main 
thrust of a planned operation may deceive the enemy into thinking that friendly forces ·may 
be preparing an operation into a specific area. Such RSTA activities, along with other military 
deception inputs, confuse enemy commanders, allowing.friendly commanders to exploit the 
situation. And fourth, RSTA assets may be used to support detection of enemy military 
deception. 

JP 3-55 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Reconnaissance, Surveillance, and Target Acquisition (RSTA) 
Support for Joint Operations 

RECOVERY AND RECONSTITUTION 

. Those actions taken by one nation prior to, duri~g;a~d't6JI6Wj'rig~~:~rl~d~i'~§-~H!li:'~ 
enemy nation to minimize the effects of the attack,·· ·rehabilitate'.the}~8.tioh~13;ltf 
economy, provide for the welfare of the populace::· ·arid. rriaxirlliz~··~~~:eg.mb~t,%~ 
potential of remaining forces and supporting activities.:,,:: .:, .. '·::cl!.ti/Jijt[(j~-.;r;~~4~.1~~~~·~ 
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Following a theater missile attack, units should be restored to a desired level of combat 
effectiveness commensurate with mission requirements and available resources. Reconstitution 
may include reestablishing.or reinforcing command and control; reallocating or replacing 
communications, personnel, supplies, and equipment; conducting essential training, 
reestablishing unit cohesion; and repairing battle damage. In some instances of· mass 
devastation, whole uni,t replacement may be necessary. 

Reconstitution actions taken by a commander to restore a unit to a desired level of combat 
·effectiveness include reestablishment of command and control; cross-leveling or replacement 
of personnel, supplies, and equipment; and conduct of essential training. Reconstitution sites 
in the joint rear area may require security augmentation and should be considered in joint rear 
area coordinator and component command security plans. 

On the nuclear, biological, and chemical battlefield, organizations may be subject to 
catastrophic losses. When such losses occur, each affected unit must be brought back to 
operational effectiveness or replaced. The reconstitution role of Service components is to 
restore debilitated or destroyed units from available ~sets. First, there must be an assessment 
of the criticality of the function. If the function is determined to be critical, it must be resumed. 
Second, the unit must be assessed for remaining capability in terms of personnel and equipment. 
Using the surviving assets as a base, component commanders must determine what personnel 
and equipment each unit will need to return to an acceptable level of effectiveness. Personnel 
may come from the replacement system, medical channels, or other organizations that perform 
less critical functions. The required equipment may come from the supply system, maintenance 
facilities, or other organizations. 

JP 3-01.5 
JP 3-10 
JP 3-11 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 
Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

RECOVERY OPERATIONS 

~s~~~c:~:~o~=~~~~~~~~1:~-~~~t'~~~-~J!~~ 
Recovery operations are conducted to search for, locate, identify, rescue, and return personnel 

or human remains, sensitive equipment, or items critical to national security. These operations 
are generally sophisticated activities requiring detailed planning in order to execute them, 
especially when conducting them in denied areas. They may be clandestine, covert, or overt. 
Other recovery operations may be conducted in friendly areas, particularly when the host 
nation does not have the means to provide technical assistance in conducting the recovery. 
An example of a recovery operation is Operation FULL ACCOUNTING conducted to account 
for and recover the remains of US service members lost during the Vietnam War .. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
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REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING 

RECURRENT OPERATIONS 

For scheduling purposes, theater airlift is conducted on either a recurrent or surge basis. 
Recurrent operations establish a scheduled flow of individual aircraft to make the most of . 
available aircraft and ground support assets. However, such operations require low-threat 
environments because they often involve aircraft flying predictable schedules and route 
structures, making them relatively easy to detect and attack. For other than low-threat 
environments, surge operations maximize the ability of air defense forces to protect airlift 
assets because they usually reduce movements in time and space, and thereby reduce their 
vulnerability to detection· and attack. Surge operations may disrupt the efficiency of the 
overafl theater airlift system. Aircraft already loaded and serviced may wait unproducti vely 
on the ground, for example, until all the aircraft in the surge are ready for the mission. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

.Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

REDEPLOYMENT 

The transfer of a unn, an individual, or supplieS de~l~~;~:;inrg;~~-.~~w~~:~~bf~l.~~;ti 
area, or to another location within the area,. or.': to ·:theXzone<ot···intenof;for~Jha·~::::•; 
purpose of further employment. · · :;·;,.:\::.:_;J;:]fJ~~;:;,_';i;;·,~;::i,·i::_[: ... cl'.:~J~~~·i!l1~~~'{~3;:l}j 
Redeployment may include waste disposal, port operations, closing of financial obligations, 

clearing and marking of minefields and other explosive ordnance disposal activities, and 
ensuring appropriate units remain in place until their missions are complete. Redeployment 
must be planned and executed in a manner that facilitates the use of redeploying forces and 
supplies to meet new missions or crises. 

mobilization 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

REDEPLOYMENT PLANNING 

Redeployment planning is directed toward the transfer of units •. individuals, or supplies 
deployed in one area to another area. or to another location within the area, or to the continental 
US for the purpose of further employment The demobilization of Reserve forces is considered 
during redeployment planning. 

JP5-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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REDUCING TARGETING EFFECTIVENESS 

REDUCING. TARGETING EFFECTIVENESS 

Reducing Targeting Effectiveness. Joint force commanders (JFCs) and component 
commanders are responsible for protecting forces against the effects of missile attack through 
the following: · 

Operations Security (OPSEC). The communications security, signature reduction, and 
security aspects of OPSEC deny enemy sensor and reconnaissance assets timely acquisition 
and identification of friendly targets. Signature reduction measures include camouflage, 
commonality of vehicle appearance, an emission control program for infrared, electromagnetic, 
and acoustic emissions, and cover and concealment. Local unit security is an important 
element in denying accurate targeting data to enemy special operations forces or other enemy 
agents. Frequent movement of units (inside the enemy's intelligence cycle) is of singular 
importance. 

Deception. Deception misleads enemies by manipulating, distorting, or falsifying friendly 
actions. This can cause enemies to deplete their tactical missile (TM) resources by attacking 
false targets through the use of decoys, missing intended targets, and denying them accurate 
battle damage assessments. Deception influences enemy decision makers by feeding their 
intelligence collectors what appears to be credible information or by denying the enemy the 
ability to gain tactical,operational, and strategic information when using reconnaissance and 
surveillance systems. TM deception is an integral element of the JFC's overall plan for 
deception and is included in the JFC's operation plan. The deception effort should be 
specifically tailored to counter or exploit the enemy's collection capability. 

Mobility. Mobility reduces vulnerability and contributes to survivability of certain systems 
by limiting exposure to reconnaissance and targeting. 

JP 3-01.5 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 

REDUCING VULNERABILITY 

Hardening. Hardening reduces the effect of attack on systems and facilities (i.e., aircraft, 
air base support equipment and facilities, nuclear delivery systems, nuclear storage areas, 
command and control (C2) elements, communications nodes, and theater logistic facilities). 
Hardening should be accomplished or begun in peacetime. However, political and fiscal 
constraints may preclude certain prehostility hardening measures, such as construction of 
fixed fortifications. Protection for mobile ground forces and equipment may be best 
accomplished by careful site selection, field fortifications, and other field-expedient methods. 

Redundancy and Robustness. A principal ·means of preserving combat power is 
duplication of critical capabilities that are particularly vulnerable to tactical missile attack 
and for which other passive measures may be less appropriate. Of primary concern are "soft" 
targets such as C2 nodes and sensors, and fixed sites such as airfields and ground stations for 
airborne sensors. The capabilities provided by these systems can be preserved through 
redundancy and robustness. That is. by having systems capable of backing up or duplicating 
the roles of other systems and having many systems with similar or identical capabilities. 

Dispersal. Dispersal reduces target vulnerability by decreasing concentration and making 
a target less lucrative. Combined with mobility and deception, dispersal increases enemy 
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RELEVANCE 

uncertainty as to whether a particular location is occupied and, if so, whether it will be occupied 
when the attack is executed. It forces the enemy to search more locations, which requires 
more resources and more time. 

Training Civil.ian Authorities. Civilian authorities should be trained to organize and 
instruct their populations on actions to take upon warning of missile attack. This training will 
facilitate civilian protection efforts and may reduce the political impact of missiles hitting 
civilian areas and facilities. · 

Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense. The elements of passive defense 
against NBC weapons are contamination avoidance, force protection, and decontamination. 
These form a hierarchy that protects the force, sustains operational effectiveness, and minimizes 
casualties. Units employ detection and NBC reconnaissance to avoid contamination, thus 
minimizing or eliminating NBC casualties, mission performance degradation, and logistical 
intensive decontamination requirements. If units fail to avoid being attacked or contaminated 
with NBC weapons, they use individual and collective protection to sustain operations and 
reduce the impact on NBC weapons on the unit. Individual protection uses physical protection 
devices, medi~al immunization and prophylaxis, and NBC casualty medical treatment. 
Collective protection provides relief from sustained operations in full NBC protective 
equipment, shelters sensitive equipment not easily decontaminated, and provides clean 
environments for operations that cannot be performed under NBC-contaminatedconditions. 
Decontamination removes NBC hazards from personnel and equipment. Decontamination . 
also minimizes the hazard and spread of contamination and facilitates the prompt r~storation 
of normal operalions. 

JP 3-01.5 

REHEARSAL 

Related Temis 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 

Rehearsal is the process ofleaming, understanding, and practicing a plan in the time available 
before actual execution. Rehearsing key combat and logistic actions allows participants to 
become familiar with the operation and to visualize the plan. This process assists them in 
orienting themselves to their surroundings and to other units during execution. Rehearsals 
also provide a forum for subordinate leaders to analyze the plan, but caution must be exercised 
in adjusting the plan in order to prevent errors in synchronization. While rehearsals with 
combat units usually occur at the tactical level, headquarters at the operational level can 
rehearse key aspects of a plan using command post exercises, typically supported by computer­
aided simulations. While the joint force may not be able to rehearse an entire operation, joint 
force commanders should identify key elements for rehearsal. 

JP3-0 

RELEVANCE 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

For intelligence to be truly relevant, it must also meet the qualitative criteria of being 
complete, accurate, timely, objective, and usable. Intelligence should be relevant to 
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RELIABILITY 

determining, planning, conducting, and evaluating operations. It must contribute to the joint 
force commander's (JFC's) understanding of the adversary and the JFC's own situation relative 
to the adversary. Intelligence must be appropriate to the purposes for which it is needed and 
how it will be applied for the operation. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

RELIABILITY 

Command, control, communications; and computers (C4) systems must be available when 
needed and must perform as intended. The reliability of C4 systems is achieved by designing 
equipment and systems with low failure rates and error correction techniques, standardizing 
equipment, establishing standardized procedures and supervising their execution, countering 
computer attacks and electromagnetic jamming and deception, and establishing effective 
logistic support programs. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

RELIGIOUS MINISTRY SUPPORT 
· ·- ·: ·· . :. .. - . · ·:. · · ._ .·. _;··-=::~::m~~~)~J{:;If)~~~~~:!!J~-H~t;I~J~~\?~~ .. >l~}~;~~;~~~?.1f~?i:-~iP??·t~?1~~~1~~r~ 

The entire spectrum of professional duties to incluq~pr~~i,q.!ng:fPr<?r;~~£ili~f}t!?~:Md 
essential religious needs and practices, pastoral caii:lffc\rniiY.supt>Qrfprpgiilirt$;~,~:;: 
religious education, volunteer and community activiti~~/~~,pi;og~#.~i.;fpti)1~~!j;, 
to enhance morale and moral, ethical, and personafW,e~,tt>e.~~9~ .·E.~Iist~9.J!Ii9~9.4~t~~, ': 
support personnel assist the chaplain in providing re.ligipy,~ niir:li~ti)';~ijppp(t.;\\yili~f:j~ 

... . >:~~}~·. ,· · ::> , : :,, ,,,:·r:<.• ... ·•.:: .. :.:.··.•.·.r.·.: .... ·.·.:,~·.;::, .. ' .... J,· ... '.·.··.•.·.·.P ... :.·.•· .. '·.·.',~.·~.' .. ':.:.:.·hc>.?::~m§. 
: -.::~--::;:·t·: :.:~-~:~;:):/((_; . - .... __ • _,. )::·;-x~::~:;:-; __ . 

Activities. Religious ministry support activities cover a wide range of professional t}lnctions 
accomplished across the entire operational continuum. Because there may be no precise 
boundary where one condition (peace. conflict, and war) ends and another begins, changes in 
religious ministry support activities will be more a matter of changing intensity and emphasis 
than dramatically altered duties. Chaplains and enlisted religious support personnel support 
the accomplishment of operational objectives through one or more of the following activities 
discussed and shown in the figure below. 

Advising. Chaplains advise the joint force commander (JFC) on matters of religion, morals, 
ethics, and morale and provide recommendations as to how the religious ministry support 
assets of the command can be most effectively employed. The chaplain advises the JFC on 
the role and influence of indigenous religious customs and practices as they affect the 
command's mission accomplishment. Chaplains also provide ethical decision making and 
moral leadership recommendations to the commander. 

Supporting. Chaplains provide religious worship services, rites, sacraments, ordinances, 
and ministrations. The primary focus of this activity is to nurture the living, care for the sick 
or wounded, minister to prisoners or prisoners of war, and honor the dead. They accompany 
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RELIGIOUS MINISTRY SUPPORT 

US forces during operations to implement the commander's religious ministry support plan. 
In addition, chaplains assist military personnel and family members in dealing with personal 
concerns such as faith issues, stress, anxiety, redeployment or reunion issues, moral and 
ethical· values, and social concerns. They combine care and pastoral counseling skills to 
provide spiritual comfort, moral support, and encouragement. 

Chaplains help to resolve problems by making appropriate referrals to command channels 
or social service agencies. They also assist military personnel in requesting emergency leave, 
compassionate reassignments, and hardship discharges. 

Chaplains conduct liaison with, and support humanitarian efforts by working with, 
humanitarian relief agencies~ civil affairs, and public affairs, where appropriate. Their skill 
and experience in public relations allows them to bring an added dimension and perspective 
to the command's total mission. 

Coordinating. As staff officers, chaplains coordinate a comprehensive religious ministry 
support plan that makes worship opportunities and pastoral care available to all members of 
the command. Chaplains coordinate religious ministry support plans with higher, lower, and 
adjacent headquarters to ensure a balance of faith group coverage throughout the force. 
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RESOURCE AREAS 

Coordinating instructions should be stated clearly in operating procedures or the religious 
ministry support annex·of operation, contingency, concept summary, and exercise plans. At 
a minimum, these will supply the following: 

Analyzing. In this area, chaplains, as staff officers: 
· • analyze joint force mission and religious ministry support requirements; 
• identify religious, ethical, and moral needs of the command; 
• research and interpret cultural and religious factors pertinent to a given area of operations. 

Work with civil affairs personnel in analyzing local religious organizations, customs and 
practices, doctrines, symbols, and the significance of shrines and holy places. Prepare 
area assessments and estimates of the local religious situation. 

Planning. Chaplains work continuously with staffs and other chaplains at all echelons to 
determine the best methods of employing religious ministry support assets to accomplish 
assigned missions, review after-action data from previous operations and apply appropriate 
lessons learned, and maintain current standing operating procedures. 

Writing. Chaplains draft proposed estimates •. assessments, agreements, instructions, 
operation plans, annexes, and other documentation relevant to use of chaplaincy assets and 
resources. 

Training. Chaplains are responsible for professional training and will identify the training 
needs of subordinate chaplains, enlisted religious support personnel, and lay readers or lay 
leaders. They provide personnel, materiel, guidance, coordination, and appropriate training 
activities to ensure readiness and a high level of professional development. 

Supervising. As supervisors, chaplains provide coordination and functional guidance to 
their chaplains and enlisted religious support personnel of the combatant command or 
subordinate task forces. Supervisory chaplains at all levels manage assets for ministry to 
ensure that chaplains are trained, equipped, and prepared to perform their duties. Chaplains 
in supervisory positions coordinate with appropriate staff agencies to ensure that subordinate 
chaplains and enlisted religious support personnel receive appropriate support, professional 
guidance, and performance evaluations. 

Evaluating. In a system where evaluation and feedback are highly valued, chaplains 
continually review and analyze religious ministry support to determine its effectiveness in 
supporting common objectives·. 

JP 1-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Religious Ministry Support for Joint Operations . 

RESOURCE AREAS 

National resources in the 12_ resource areas (manpower, materiel and equipment, 
transportation, facilities, industrial base. training base. health service support, communications, 
host-nation support. environment. legal authorities, and funding) are focused on defense 
needs. Military mobilization requires the assembly and organization of resources in 12 
interdependent resource areas. Mobilization planners and decision makers should understand 
that activities occurring in any one area may have an influence on each of the others; (e.g., 
activating additional manpower creates demands for additional materiel and equipment, 
transportation,and additional workloads at affected facilities). Depending on the situation, it 
could also generate requirements for additional industrial production, training base capacity, 
health service support, communications support, and host-nation support. · 
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RESTRICTED OPERATIONS AREA 

Inc.reasing levels of manpower and other resources may also create conflicts with 
environmental protection statutes, especially at various facilities in the US. Some mobilization 
actions may be delayed until these conflicts are resolved by either complying with 
environmental protection standards or by requesting temporary waivers. The appropriate 
legal authorities and funding would also have to be obtained to enable the call up. Mobilization . 
decisions in each resource area, therefore, should be made with an understanding of the effect 
the decision could have on other resource areas. 

Mobilization planners deal ~ith resource area interactions during deliberate and crisis 
action planning through staff coordination and the exchange of information among supported 
and supporting organizations. Thorough coordination and effective communications will 
ensure that mobilization activities initiated in a resource area can be supported by the other 
areas. 

mobilization 

JP4-05 

RESTRAINT 

Related .Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

Apply appropria~ military capability prudently. A single act could cause significant military 
and political consequences; therefore, judicious use of force is necessary. Restraint requires 
the careful balancing of the need for security, the conduct of operations, and the political 
objective. Excessive force antagonizes those parties involved, thereby damaging the legitimacy 
of the organization that uses it while possibly enhancing the legitimacy of the opposing party. 

Commanders at all levels must take proactive steps to ensure their personnel know and 
understand the rules of engagement (ROE) and are quickly informed of changes. Failure to 
understand and comply with established ROE can result in fratricide, mission failure, and 
national embarrassment. ROE in military operations other than war (MOOTW) are generally 
more restrictive, detailed, and sensitive to political concerns than in war, consistent always 
with the right of self -defense. Restraint is best achieved when ROE issued at the beginning 
of an operation address most anticipated situations that may arise. ROE should be consistently 
reviewed and revised as necessary. Additionally. ROE should be carefully scrutinized to 
ensure the lives and health of military personnel involved in MOOTW are not needlessly 
endangered. 

Related TermS 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

RESTRICTED OPERATIONS AREA 

Airspace of defined dimensions, designated by th~ ~~~~~d~E~~ff~f~~~~ijJ}~~ij)~1::: 
response to specific operational situations/require.in~nt$}iw:~h~~o:;~~-igt\'Jr;~~·.:~-;~ 
operation of one or more airspace users is rest~~~~:·:.~':·::~.: ,:: :::/·/:';~Mt·;t.l~~J~f~jj;~~g~f~;~~[·:: i 

The Restricted Operations Area (ROA) is airspace of defmed dimensions created in response 
to specific operational situations or requirements within which the operation of one or more 
airspace users is restricted. ROA is also known as a restricted operations zone. An ROA is 
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RIOT CONTROL AGENTS AND HERBICIDES 

an airspace control measure used to separate and identify areas. For example, artillery, mortar, 
naval gunfrre support, unmanned aerial vehicle (UAV) operating areas, aerial refueling, 
concentrated interdiction areas, areas of search and rescue (SAR), special operations forces 
operating areas, and areas in which the area air defense commander has declared "weapons 
free." ROA's are commonly used for drop zones, landing zones, SAR areas, UAV launch a1_1d 
recovery sites, UAV mission areas, and special electronics mission aircraft. ROA can adversely 
affect air defense operations; therefore, air defense ·missions generally have priority over 
ROAs. The point of contact for an ROA is the airspace control authority. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications · 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

RIOT CONTROL AGENTS AND HERBICIDES 

.. : .·riofbottticiJ ~9erit · . . . .· . . . . ... _ 
.. A substance. which produces tempor~· ry~··~·· ·~~·:~~~~i~-~~~~~~~~ that disappear within minutes of removalf~m 
· . ris~ .ofp~~anent injury, arid medica.l · .· · 

. . . . . 

Riot Control Agents (RCAs) and Herbicides Use in Wartime. The US has renounced 
first use of herbicides in war except under regulations applicable lo domestic use or for 
control of vegetation within US bases and installations and around their immediate perimeters . 

. The US has renounced the first use of RCAs in war. US forces will only use RCAs in war in 
defensive modes to save lives as approved by the President. In wartime, use ofRCAs outside 
the war zone is authorized as prescribed for peacetime as described in the paragraphs and 
figure below. 

For RCA and herbicide use, war is any period of armed conflict no matter how it may be 
characterized, including declared and undeclared war, counterinsurgency, and any other uses 
of armed forces in engagements between US military forces and foreign military or paramilitary 
forces. Armed conflict is conflict between states in which at least one party has resorted to 
the use of armed force to achieve its aims. It also may involve conflict between a state and 
uniformed or non-uniformed groups within that state, such as organized resistance groups. 

Commanders must recognize that, while the US does not consider herbicides and RCAs to 
be chemical weapons, some other countries do not draw a.distinction. Commanders must 
consider international ramifications and rules of engagement before recommending the use 
of herbicides or RCAs. 

RCAs and Herbicides Use in Peacetime. The Secretary of the Army, as Executive Agent 
for the Department of Defense for civil disturbance operations, has promulgated instructions 
governing the use of RCAs in civil disturbances In the US, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and US possessions and territories. RCAs may be used on US bases, posts, embassy 
grounds, and installations for protection and security purposes, riot control, installation security, 
and evacuation of US noncombatants and foreign nationals. The US-controlled portions of 
foreign installations are considered US installations. 

Chemical aerosol-irritant projectors may be used by military law enforcement personnel 
for the performance of law enforcement activities. They may be used in the following areas: 

• on-base and off-base in the US and its territories and possessions; 
• on-base overseas; 
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RIOT CONTROL AGENTS AND HERBICIDES 

The United States has 
renounced fl~st use of 
herbicides In war except 
under regulations 
applicable to domestic 
use or for control of 
vegetation within US 
bases and lnstall8tlons · · · 
and around their 
lm!J'edlate perimeters. 
The US has renounced the 
first use of RCA& In war. 
US forces wlil only use 
RCA& ·In war In defensive 
modes to save lives as 
approved by .the 
President.··· 

• off-base overseas in those countries where such use is specifically authorized by the 
host-country government. 

RCAs may be used off-base (world-wide) for the protection or recovery of nuclear weapons 
under the same conditions as those authorized for the use of lethal force. (See DOD Directive 
5210.56.) RCAs may be used ·in training. A review of current treaties and/or status-of­
forces agreements between the host country and US forces may be required in determining 
whether or not training with RCAs is authorized. 

Herbicides may be used within US bases, posts, and installations for control of vegetation. 
Use of herbicides off-base overseas must be in accordance with host-country laws and 
agreements, US Environmental Protection Agency requirements, or Service regulations, 
whichever are the most stringent. 

Authority. Only the President may authorize the following: 
• Use of RCAs in war, including defensive military modes. However, advance authority 

to use RCAs for protection or recovery of nuclear weapons has been delegated to the 
Secretary of the Defense. · 

• Wartime use of herbicides. including installation vegetation control. 
The Secretary of Defense may authorize the following: 
• Use of RCAs or herbicides in peacetime. 
• Use of RCAs in wartime for the protection or recovery of nuclear weapons. 
Combatant commanders and Service component commanders may authorize the following: 
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RISK 

• The use of RCAs in peacetime on US installations for riot control, installation security, 
ci vii disturbance operations, and noncombatant emergency evacuation operations. The 
US-controlled portions of foreign installations are considered US installations. 

• The movement and storage ofRCAs and herbicides, as necessary, to support requirements, 
provided US control is maintained. 

• The off-base use ofRCAs in peacetime for the protection or recovery of nuclear weapons 
under the same situations as authorized for the use of lethal force. 

• The use of herbicides in peacetime within and, when authorized by the host-country 
government, around US bases for control of vegetation. 

• The use of chemical aerosol-irritant projectors by military law enforcement personnel 
during peacetime for the performance of law enforcement activities on-base and off­
base in the US and its territories and possessions; on-base overseas; and off-base overseas 
in those countries where such use is specifically authorized by the host-country 
government. 

• Authority for use of RCAs in peacetime situations not covered by.the above (for example, 
to save lives in counterterrorist operations) will be addressed in plans and requested by 
the combatant commanders for Secretary of Defense approval. 

Related Terms 
nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) defense operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-11 Joint Doctrine for Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical (NBC) Defense 

RISK 

Risk is inherent in military operations. In peacetime operations, commanders consider a 
variety of risks- such as the implications of failure to national prestige or to joint force 
morale, or risk to the safety of individual joint force members. In combat or potential combat 
situations, commanders carefully identify conditions that constitute success- both for the 
envisioned end state and for the major operations or stages that lead to that end state. To the 
extent that these conditions are met, commanders reduce the risk. When these conditions are 
not met, or only partially met, commanders identify the risk associated with continuing. To 
alleviate or reduce risk. commanders may apply additional force- by reallocating combat 
forces or by shifting supporting operations. for example. Or they may decide the risk is 
acceptable. Commanders consider many factors as they identify risk in combat or potential 
combat situations. As in peacetime operations, commanders consider the risk to joint force 
members. It is for this reason. in part. that an indirect approach to enemy centers of gravity, 
attacking enemy vulnerabilities rather than strengths. is important in the design of campaigns 
and major operations. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

ROLES, MISSIONS, AND FUNCTIONS 

As illustrated in the figure below, the terms "roles, missions, and functions" are often used 
interchangeably, but the distinctions between them are important. "Roles" are the ~road and 
enduring purposes for which the Services and the US Special Operations Command 
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ROUTINE SUSTAINMENT 

(USSOCOM) were established by Congress in law. "Missions" are the tasks assigned by the 
President or Secretary of Defense to the combatant commanders. "Functions" are specific 
responsibilities assigned by the President and Secretary of Defense to enable the Services 
and USSOCOM to fulfill their legally established roles. Simply stated, the primary function 
of the Services and USSOCOM is to provide forces organized, trained, and equipped to 
perform a role- to be employed by the combatant commander in the accomplishment of a 
mission. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

ROUTINE SUSTAINMENT 

Routine sustainment theater airlift operations involve the administrative air movement of 
materiel and personnel to reinforce or resupply forces already deployed and/or employed in 
operations. These operations normally deliver the user's requirements with the minimum 
expenditure of ·airlift resources. Routine sustainment planning usually assumes that user 
requirements and_ the general air and ground security situation allow some flexibility in the 
actual delivery times of specific loads. Thus, flight schedules and load plans are usually 
made to get maximum throughput from available allowable cabin loads and support resources. 

· When practiCal, routine sustainment should be planned to utilize backhaul capacity. Depending 
on theater and user priorities, typical backhaulloads might include wounded personnel, other 
friendly evacuees, enemy prisoner~ of war, excess or reparable weapons and materiel of · 
moderate to high value, as well as mail. 
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theater airlift 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT 
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'~YDirectiv.es:::iss~·ad by competent'niilitary<authority;[;~Whi¢h::'de1Jn'~ale<:tti~~·:;::;,: 

:~~1#~~::i~~:=~~~~~~:~h::~~~:i~liililfill~11 
Joint forces operate in accordance with applicable rules of engagement (ROE), conduct 

warfare in compliance with international laws, and fight within restraints and constraints 
specified by superior commanders. Objectives are justified by militarynecessityandattained 
through appropriate and disciplined use of force. ROE, which specify the circumstances and 
limitations under which forces conduct operations other than war or begin or continue combat, 
are promulgated by the National Command Authorities. Many factors influence ROE, 
including national command policy, mission, operational environment, commander's intent, 
and international agreements regulating conduct. ROE always recognize the inherent right 
of self-defense. Properly developed ROE are clear and tailored to the situation. ROE will 
typically vary from operation to operation and may change during an operation. 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) should give early attention to developing ROE that are 
appropriate to the situation and can be employed by all m~mber forces. This task is often 
difficult, re·quiring the participation and cooperation of senior political and military 
representatives from member nations. Complete consensus or standardization of ROE may 
not be achievable because of individual national values and operational employment concepts. 
However, JFCs should strive to develop and implement simple ROE that can be tailored by 
member forces to their particular situation. 

In many cases, commanders of deployed member forces may lack the authority to speak on 
behalf of their nation in the ROE development process. This lack of authority may require 
considerable support from coalition political leadership both within and outside the operational 

1 . 

area to coordinate and implement appropriate ROE. 

lawofwar 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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SABOTAGE 

Sabotage is conducted from within the enemy's infrastructure in areas presumed to be safe 
from attack. It is designed to degrade or obstruct the warmaking capability of a country by 
damaging, destroying, or diverting war material, facilities, utilities, and resources. Sabotage 
may be the most effective or only means of attacking specific targets that lie beyond the 
capabilities of conventional weapon systems. Sabotage selectively disrupts, destroys, or 
neutralizes hostile capabilities with a minimum expenditure of manpower and materiel. Once 
accomplished, these. incursions can further result in the enemy spending excessive resources 
to guard against future attack. 

JP 3-05 

SANITIZE 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

· ... ·- ·. . ._ :;:··<-> ~;~-:~~-;~:y~~-~~}~~;:~\~{~~r;~~~;~J~~1~1[;~E~~;tD~;~~~~~~Jjhi~}~l:ft.J?tT()~rrr~ 
Revise a report or other document in such a fashion-a:s;to)prey~n~~id~~~ifiC8\ior'fG£) 
of sources, or of the actual persons ahd places witt{which:'iti~.b~i)c~m·~a;·c;~-bf:~t:: 
the means by which it was acquired~ Usually involve~ci.~.l~~ipP. .. 9,r~~~~:i,tilit.ipr)pf,(.·;.: 
names and other key details. . .•.. :>: .~:.·t-:;:;:jJ,::.:-~:,~~Ji~~:;f:~~;;·;~:~~~J;:~J~;;~,}.I~:(::: 

Intelligence should be sanitized when personnel who need it cannot be cleared for knowledge 
of its sources and methods, cannot meet the security requirements for that category of 
intelligence material, or the timeliness for application is jeopardized. Security by sanitizing 
is attained by effectively separating intelligence from its sources and methods. 

The policy for sanitizing intelligence must ensure timely access and application to operations. 
The interpretation of this policy should be accomplished by the joint force commander(JFC) 
who, with the Director of Intelligence (J-2), has the best appreciation of the criticality, utility, 
and time sensitivity of the intelligence. Establishment of sanitization policy should be 
accomplished by the chain of command prior to, or at the outset of, joint operations. This is 
of particular importance for JFCs who will be operating with multinational forces. 

The reasoning used in developing and applying the policies and guidelines for intelligence 
security and accessibility should include consideration of the value of intended and potential 
uses of the intelligence, future value of intelligence sources and methods in light of national 
and theater military strategies and operational objectives, and situations of threat and 
opportunity. 

Where the sources and methods of critical information cannot be protected (i.e., the 
intelligence cannot be sanitized), the senior commander assigned the military objective or 
mission and the J-2 should be apprised. When the protection of the information sources and 
methods is paramount, the commander can then make a reevaluation of objectives in light of 
the probable outcome of operations without the intelligence. 
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SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations. 

SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INTELLIGENCE 

Scientific and technical (S&T) intelligence is intelligence on foreign developments in basic 
and applied sciences and technologies with warfare potential. It includes S&T characteristics, 
capabilities, vulnerabilities, and limitations of all weapon systems, subsystems, and associated 
material; research and development related thereto; and the production methods employed 
for their manufacture. S&T intelligence also addresses overall weapon systems and equipment 
effectiveness and the foreign material program. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations· 

SECURITY 

!g~~==~:~~~~~~~:~~~i:~;i~:!%s6!~~N1fi~8Jiitll!i 
that·results from the establishment and mainten~n.G~~otpr()t~iV~'·m~~~'l~ffl~Nn~ 
that ensure a state of inviolability from hostile acts ()r:iij~u.~-~C.~¥>~~::~i!~i~~~.: .. ~-~ 
to classified matter, it is the condition that preventsun~uthoriz~d:persqiJ~rt9~{j~~ 
having ac6ess to official information that is safeguardec:fifilhe·inter~s~'bf.natio~{l;~ 
security. · · : :.;:_;:;:~;·:.;::;::;~:i!·~:i·f:[,:· .. ;[~;:i;J~{;~t;~!!l~:t.;~f}~~!t~~~~{~~~l;~·j!~ 

Security in the Joint Rear Area (JRA). The security function addresses those measures or 
activities used to protect against hostile threats to ensure survival and sustainment of mission 
capability. It also includes the specific category of security operations that contributes to the 
security of the joint force. 

The joint force commander (JFC) is responsible for providing sufficient forces to ensure 
the security of the JRA. All US forces in the JRA have an inherent responsibility to contribute 
as many forces as possible for base defense and local security for themselves, their facilities, 
installations, and activities. This must be_ done without seriously degrading their capabilities 
to perform their primary mission. Headquarters will frequently be collocated with host nation 
(HN) counterparts. The security of the area will be enhanced by dose cooperation with HN 
authorities. Additionally, the integration of HN security personnel with US facility and 
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persormel detachments is invaluable in evaluating and resolving issues and incidents with the 
local population and with HN authorities. 

Objectives of Security Operations in JRA. (See figure below.) . 
Prevent or Minimize Disruption of Support Operations. Commanders should take all 

reasonable measures, including camouflage, concealment, deception, dispersion, and . 
movement to avoid becoming engaged with threat forces that could disrupt forward support 
of combat forces. 

Prevent or Minimize Enemy Interference with Command, Control, Communications, 
Computers and Intelligence (C4D. US forces should establish effective C4I for day-to-day 
operations and for successful security operations. Security forces should protect key C4I 
facilities to prevent or minimize enemy interference. 

Protect Personnel and Facilities. Units should take active and passive measures that protect 
· themselves and high value assets in the JRA. 

Protect JRA Lines of Communications (LOCs). Protection of land, water, and air routes 
within the JRA that connect an operating military force with its theater base of operations is 
essential to sustaining campaigns. Geographic features may be used, and friendly security 
forces and uncommitted combat units should be employed to maximize LOCs security. 
Responsibility for overall protection of JRA LOCs is assigned to the joint rear area coordinator 
(JRAC) with active participation and coordination by the respective component commanders. 

Find, Fix, Contain, and Defeat Enemy Incursions. US forces should use all means of 
intelligence, counterintelligence, reconnaissance, counterreconnaissance, law enforcement 
agency support, surveillance, and detection to anticipate and locate enemy incursions. 
Surveillance and warning assets and fighting forces should be linked together as simply, 
robustly, and reliably as possible. Once located, enemy forces should be contained or defeated 
quickly. 
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Plan and Execute Area Damage Control (ADC). Conimanders at all levels must prepare 
plans, establish specific responsibilities, and ensure all available assets are prepared for 
operations to ensure continuous support and restoration of assets. Comprehensive intelligence, 
counterintelligence, and law enforcement agency information regarding threats to the rear 
area are key to the prior planning in ADC that will prevent or minimize casualties or physical 
damage associated with enemy attacks against JRA facilities and personnel. 

Assess and Prioritize Bases. The JRAC ensures component commanders, in accordance 
with JFC priorities and the nature of the threat, assess arid prioritize bases for protection and 
damage repair in order to ensure that operational and logistics planners are able to identify 
key bases, establish security and ADC requirements for those bases, and position other assets. 
This process should help to maximize defense force and ADC efforts. 

Related Terms 
national security; principles of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-10 Doctrine for JoinrRear Area Operations 

SECURITY ASSISTANCE 

. . · · : . . . . · . ·: ~ :: ~- :}:~~~~ t( < :~ :·::; ~~ r~~ ~~:~ )~;~~~~;;t:~~~Df ;~~tB~~~{~~~Y~ ~·~~~t!~~ti:~~~~~~%1-t; ~~ ~.;·~ r~ 
... Group of p~ograms authorized by the.Foreigi1.:A~$i.$t~ir(c~;~A(?t;:9J:1~~.~6l~:';f:tt$;i:~~~,; 

· . ~~a~~~~~~s 1~: !r:"~ ::~~it~~~!:Sc~~~~~t~,~~t~ri~~t'~~~i! 
.. training, and otherdefense-relatedservices, by grari~;l(jar:t: c~~Cii!'f()r,cl.l.$t)••Sa:t~$';U;~ 

· in furtherance of nation~~,.~! ides and objective~~ :,:::;:·:.:~ti~.::,~':i(1{'.\i~:;:}:,~;·'~I}~~~t;:~[~~~is11t~~J;~~~ 
Security assistance (SA) refers to a group of programs by which the US provides defense 

articles, military training, and other defense-related services to foreign nations by grant, loan, 
credit, or cash sales in. furtherance of national policies and objectives. Some examples of US 
security assistance programs are Foreign Military sales, Foreign Military Financing Program, 
International Military Education and Training Program, Economic Support Fund, and 
commercial sales licensed under the Arms Export Control Act (AECA). SA surges accelerate 
release of equipment, supplies, or services when an allied or friendly natiori faces an imminent 
military threat. SA surges are military in nature and are focused on providing additional 

. combat systems (weapons and equipment) or supplies, but may include the full range of SA, 
to include financial and training support. · 

SA is a principal instrument in. the US foreign internal defense (FID) effort. Like FID 
itself, SA is a broad, encompassing topic and includes efforts of civilian agencies as well as 
those of the military. By definition, SA is the provision of defense articles, military training, 
and other defense-related services by grant, loan, credit, or cash saleS in furtherance of US 
national policies and objectives. SA, while integral to our FID program, is also much broader 
than FID alone. The preponderance of SA (80 to 90 percent), is aimed at enhancing regional 
stability of areas of the world facing external rather than internal threats. This relationship of 
SA to FID is depicted in the figure beiow. Note that only a portion of the overall SA effort fits 
into the FID area, but that it is a large part of the overall FID effort. Also, it is important to 
note that the direct support (not involving combat operations) category makes up the 
preponderance of the remaining military operations. 

The SA program is authorized by the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, and the 
AECA of 1976, as amended, and is under the supervision and general direction of the 
Department of State (DOS). The military comi>onent of SA, implemented by the Department 
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of Defense in accordance with policies established by DOS, has as its principal components 
the foreign military financing program, International Military Education and Training, foreign 
military sales, and peacekeeping operations. These components, combined with the Economic 
Support Fund and commercial sales licensed under the AECA provide the SA tools that the 
United States can use to further its national interests and support the overall FID effort. The 
specific procedures for requesting and approving host nation SA requests and integrating the 
SA tool into the combatant commanders' military plans to support a FID program are complex. 
This area will be examined in more detail later in this publication. The figure below offers a 
general overview of the SA management process and lists th~ key military programs. 
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US SECURITY ASSISTANCE 
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SERVICE COMPONENT COMMAND 

Related Terms 
foreign internal defense; nation assistance 

JP3-07 
JP 3-07.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
JTIP for Foreign Internal Defense (FID) 

SEIZING AND MAINTAINING THE INITIATIVE 

Seizing and maintaining the initiative is an American military tradition. Because the United 
States of America is not an aggressor nation, we may initially find ourselves forced to fight 
defensively for a time. However, our actions should be offensive in spirit, exploiting the full 
leverage of balanced, versatile joint forces to confuse, demoralize, and defeat the enemy. 
Taking calculated risks to throw an opponent off balance or achieve major military advantage 
·may be required. In any case, retaining the initiative relies on the ability of our military 
people to think for themselves and execute orders intelligently- the ingenuity that has 
always been an .American trademark. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPI Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

SERVICE COMPONENT COMMAND 

:- - · · -· · . . > _:_:. :;-:.~-~~-=~:t·}~}~~~I~~rt{~~f:it1Wl~~~r~~-tf~]f;~ffgi~?W.~~1~~~Tf~~1)~'\f~j~~tti~~~~~t 
A command consisting of the Serv1ce componentcomm~ncl~r~~;a,nt:halF·t1Jos~·:J\' 
Service forces, such as individuals, u~its, deta.9~m~ri~~~k;qt~~H~~~9.Q~/~n~~i;~ 
installations under the command, including the supJ)9~f(i~~$1:ftj~~~;~'Sv~,~~~~ti?:;·: 
assigned to a combatant command, or further a5slgn~ to~a··~oSoltiifa~j~(Jf:lifi~IiW 
command or joint task force. . .: :,:,- :::.!{.:.:~/~.J~!~·!t.:;i~t·1,~r~~·t·rJf.~~f~~[·f~~'[:~~~?·Jr 
General. The Secretaries of the Military Departments are responsible for the administration 

and support of the forces assigned or attached to combatant commands. They fulfill their 
responsibilities by exercising administrative control through the commanders of the Service 
component commands assigned to combatant commands. 

All joint forces include Service component commands because administrative and logistic 
support for joint forces are provided through Service component commands. Service forces 
may be assigned or attached to subordinate joint forces without the formal creation of a 
Service component of that joint force. The joint force commander (JFC) also may conduct 
operations through the Service component commanders or, at lower echelons, Service force 
commanders. This relationship is appropriate when stability, continuity, economy,,ease of 
long-range planning, and scope of operations dictate organizational integrity of Service forces 
for conducting operations. 

A combatant command-level Service component command consists of the Service 
component commander and all the Service forces, such as individuals, units, detachments, 
organizations, and installations, including the support forces, that have been assigned to a 
combatant command or further assigned to a subordinate unified command or joint task 
force. Other individuals, units, detachments, organizations, or installations may operate directly 
under the Service component commander and contribute to the mission of the JFC. When a 
Service command is designated as the "Service component" to multiple combatant 
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commanders, the commander and only that portion of the commander's assets assigned to a 
particular commander of combatant command (CINC) are under the command authority of 
that particular CINC. 

Designation of Service Component Commanders. With the exception of the commander 
of a combatant command and members of the command's joint staff, the senior officer of 
each Service assigned to a combatant command and qualified for command by the regulations 
of the parent Service is designated the commander of the Service component forces, unless 
another officer is so designated by competent authority. The aSsignment of any specific 
individual as a Service component commander of a combatant command is subject to ·the 
concurrence of the combatant commander. 

Responsibilitiesof Service Component Commanders. Service component commanders 
have responsibilities that derive from their roles in fulfilling the. Services' support function. 
The JFC also may conduct operations through the Service component commanders or, at 
lower echelons, Service force commanders. In the event that operational control of Service 
component forces is delegated by the JFC to a Service component commander of a subordinate 
joint force command, the authority of the Service component of the superior JFC is described 
as administrativecontrol that includes responsibilities for certain Service-specific functions. 
Service component commanders are responsible to the JFC for the following: 

• Making recommendations to the JFC on the proper employment of the forces of the 
Service component. 

• Accomplishing such operational missions as may be assigned. 
• Selecting and nominating specific units of the parent Service component for assignment 

to other subordinate forces. Unless otherwise directed, these units revert to the Service 
component commander's control when such subordinate forces are dissolved. 

• Conducting joint training, including the training, as directed, of components of other 
Services in joint operations for which the Service component commander has or may be 
assigned primary responsibility, or for which the Service component's facilities and 
capabilities are suitable. 

• Informing their JFC (and their combatant commander, if affecte4) of planning for changes 
in logistic support that would significantly affect operational capability or sustainability 
sufficiently early in the planning process for the JFC to evaluate the proposals prior to 
final decision or implementation. l.f the combatant commander does not approve the 
proposal and discrepancies cannot be resolved between the combatant commander and 
the Service component commander, the combatant commander will forward the issue 
through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the Secretary of Defense for resolution. 
Under crisis action or wartime conditions, and where critical situations make diversion 
of the normal logistic process necessary, Service component commanders will implement 
directives issued by the· combatant commander. 

• Developing program and budget requests that comply with combatant commander 
guidance on warfighting requirements and priorities. The Service component commander 
will provide to the combatant commander a copy of the program submission prior to 
forwarding it to the Service headquarters. The Service component commander will 
keep the combatant commander informed of the status of combatant commander 
requirements while Service programs are under development. 

• Informing the combatant commander (and any intermediate JFCs) of program and budget 
decisions that may affect joint operation planning. The Service component commander 
will inform the combatant commander of such decisions and of program and budget 
changes in a timely manner during the process in order to permit the combatant commander 
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SHORT-RANGE AIR DEFENSE ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

to express his views before final decision. The Service component commander will 
include in this information Service rationale for nonsupport of the combatant commander's 
requirements. 

• Providing, as requested, supporting joint operation and exercise plans with necessary 
force data to support missions that may be assigned by the combatant commander. 

Responsibilities of Subordinate Service Component Commanders. Service component 
commanders in joint forces at any level within a combatant command are responsible to the 
combatant command-level Service component commander for the following: 

• internal administration and discipline; 
• training in own Service doctrine, tactical methods, and techniques; 
• logistic functions normal to the command, except as otherwise directed by higher 

authority; 
• Service intelligence matters and oversight of intelligence activities to ensure compliance 

with the laws, policies, and directives. 
Communication With a Chief of Service. Unless otherwise directed by the combatant 

commander, the Service component commander will communicate through the combatant 
command on those matters over which th~ combatant commander exercises combatant 
command (command authority) or directive authority. On Service specific matters such as 
personnel, administration, and unit training, the Service component commander will normally 
communicate directly with the Chief of the Service, informing the combatant commander as 
the combatant commander directs. 

Logistic Authority. The operating details of any Service logistic support system will be 
retained and exercised by the Service component commanders in accordance with instructions 
of their Military Departments, subject to the directive authority of the combatant commander. 
Joint force transportation policies will comply with the guidelines established in the Defense 
Transportation System. 

Related Terms 
functional component command. 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

SHORT-RANGE AIR DEFENSE ENGAGEMENT ZONE 

See weapon engagement zone. 
Short Range Air Defense Engagement Zone (SHORADEZ) 
Description. Areas of short-range air defense (SHORAD) deployment may fall within a 

low-altitude missile engagement zone or high-altitude missile engagement zone. It is possible 
that some areas may be solely defended by SHORAD assets. A SHORADEZ can be 
established to define the airspace within which these assets will operate. Because centralized 
control over the SHORAD weapons may not be possible, these areas must be clearly defined 
and disseminated so friendly aircraft can avoid them. 

Uses. SHORADEZ is normally established for the local air defense of high-value assets. 
From an airspace control perspective, SHORADEZ provides airspace users with the location 
of the engagement zone of short-range air defense systems for mission planning purposes. 

Considerations. Centralized control of SHORADEZ may not be possible. 
Point of Contact. Area air defense commander. 
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Related Terms 
air corridor; coordinating altitude; fighter engagement zone; high altitude missile engagement 
zone; high-density airspace control zone; joint engagement zone; low-altitude missile 
engagement zone; positive identification radar adviso.ry zone; restricted operations area 

Source Joint Publications · 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

·SHOW OF FORCE 

:: .. :: :_ :. ';~--::: :_ :': :.~:· :: . ::·::·: . ·.· ... . : : :~:···· . . _: ": ' . :· ::)--;: : .' ; .· _ . .: ._ .. : ~\>:·>~:~i:i~~:~f-1~~/~~~:{:~~:_:~:-:: ·?<::~(:~;t (?'(:·::~:_::~;·::;});~;~<;::~:-;·}?.::~~:.~~:~-~~-~-2-~:~~t~~~;:; 
•· .An· operation, designed to demonstrate .us resol\i~~·W,hichdnvolv~s·.i~C~fi-~9d,.:& 

·;~?a~:r£::?.·rt~~~J:.~~d;~~~~~~~tilit~1 
Show of force operations, designed to demonstrate US resolve, involve increased visibility 

of US deployed forces in an attempt to defuse a specific situation that if allowed to continue 
may be detrimental to us interests or national objectives. us forces deployed abroad lend 
credibility to US promises and commitments, increase its regional influen.ce, and demonstrate 
its resolve to use military force if necessary. In addition, the National Command Authorities 
order shows of force to bolster and reassure friends and allies. Show of force operations are 
military in nature but often serve both political and military purposes. These operations can 
influence other governments or politico-militaryorganizations to respect US interests as well 
as international law. 

A show of force involves the appearance of a credible military force to underscore US 
policy interests or commitment to an alliance or coalition. Political concerns dominate a 
show of force. Military forces conduct these operations within legal and political constraints. 
The force coordinates its operations with the country teams affected. A show of force can 
involve a wide range of military forces indudingjoint US military or multinational forces. 
Additionally, a show of force may include or transition to joint or multinational exercises. 

As an example of a show of force, Operation Joint Task Force-Philippines, was conducted 
by US forces in 1989 in support of President Aquino during a coup attempt against the 
Philippine government. During this operation, a large special operations force was formed, 
US Air Force fighter aircraft patrolled above rebel air bases, and two aircraft carriers :were 

. positioned off the Philippines. 
Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 
SIMPLICITY 

•Everything is sim,Jm in war. but Ule simplest Uling~;~~~~'~i~l!:~ 

Simplicity is one of the principles of war. The purpose of simplicity is to prepare clear, 
uncomplicated plans and concise orders to ensure thorough understanding. Simplicity 
contributes to successful operations. Simple plans and clear, concise orders minimize 
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misunderstanding and confusion. When other factors are equal, the simplest plan is preferable. 
Simplicity in plans allows better understanding and execution planning at all echelons. 
Simplicity and clanty of expression greatly facilitate mission execution in the stress, fatigue, 
and other complexities of modern combat and are especially critical to success in combined 
operations. 

Related Terms 
principles of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint ·operations 

SIMULTANEITY AND DEPTH 

General. The concepts of simultaneity and depth are foundations of deep operations . 
·theory. (See figure below.) The intent is to bring force to bear on the opponent's entire 
structure in a near simultaneous manner that is within the decision making cycle of the 
opponent. The goat is to overwhelm and cripple enemy capabilities and enemy will to resist. 

Simultaneity. Simultaneity is a key characteristic of the American way of war. It refers to 
the simultaneous application of capability against the full array of enemy capabilities and 
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sources of strength. This does not mean that all elements of the joint force are employed with 
equal priority or that even all elements of the joint force will be employed. It refers specifically 
to the concept of attacking appropriate enemy forces and functions in such a manner as to 
cause confusion and demoralization. 

Simultaneity also refers to the concurrent conduct of operations at the tactical, operational, 
and strategic levels. Tactical commanders fight engagements and battles, understanding 
their relevance to the operational plan. Joint force commanders (JFCs) set the conditions for 
battles within a major operation to achieve operational and strategic objectives. Geographic 
combatant commanders integrate theater strategy and operational art. At the same time, they 
remain acutely aware of the impact of tactical events. Because of the inherent interrelationships 
between the various levels of war, commanders cannot be concerned only with events at their 
respective echelon. 

Depth. The evolution of warfare and advances in technology have continuously expanded 
the depth of operations. Airpower can be projected at greater distances while surface forces 
are able to maneuver more rapidly and project their influence at increasing depths. To be 
effective, JFCs should not allow an enemy sanctuary or respite. Joint force operations should 
be conducted across the full breadth and depth of the operational area, creating competing 
and simultaneous demands on enemy commanders and resources. Just as with simultaneity, 
the concept of depth seeks to overwhelm the enemy throughout the battle area from multiple 
dimensions, contributing to its speedy defeat or capitulation. Interdiction, for example, is 
one manner in which JFCs add depth to operations. 

The concept of depth applies to time as well as to space (geographically). Operations 
extended in depth, in time as well as space (geographically ),shape future conditions and can 
disrupt an opponent's decision cycle. Depth contributes to protection of the force by destroying 
enemy potentials before its capabilities can be realized and employed. 

Simultaneity and depth place a premium on situational awareness at the operational level. 
JFCs should exploit the full capabilities of the joint force and supporting capabilities to develop 
and maintain a clear picture of events in the operational area as well as their linkage to future 
operations and attainment of strategic objectives. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

SIMULTANEOUS OPERATIONS 

Military operations other than war (MOOTW) often involve simultaneous operations. 
Noncombat MOOTW may be conducted simultaneously with combat MOOTW, such as 
humanitarian assistance in conjunction with peace .enforcement operations. It is also possible 
for part of a theater to be in a wartime state while MOOTW is being conducted elsewhere 
within the same theater. For example, during the final stages of Operation DESERT STORM, 
US Central Command conducted a noncombatantevacuationoperationin Somalia. In such 
situations, geographic combatant commanders should pay particular attention to integrating, 
coordinating, and synchronizing the effects and activities of their operations with US 
ambassadors, Department of State, and other agencies. Furthermore, whenever a possibility 
of a threat to US forces exists, even in a noncombat operation, commanders should plan for 
and be prepared to either transition to combat operations or leave the area. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

SINGLE-SERVICE LOGISTIC SUPPORT 

Each s.ervice is responsible for the logistic support of its own forces, except when logistic 
support is otherwise provided for by agreements with national agencies or allies, or by 
assignments to common, joint, or cross-servicing. The combatant commanders may determine 
that common servicing would be beneficial within the theater or a designated area.· If so, the 

· combatant commander may delegate the responsibility for providing or coordinating service 
for all Service components in the theater or designated area to the Service component that is 
the dominant user. 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of .Joint Operations 

SKIP-ECHELON INTELLIGENCE SUPPORT 

Senior commanders should authorize skip-echelon direct intelligence support when 
necessary to provide timely critical intelligence for operating forces being constituted, in 
transit, or engaged. Analyst-to-analyst exchange is a form of skip-echelon support. Intelligence 
analysts at all levels can contribute important perspectives to other intelligenceorganizations 
collecting, processing, and producing intelligence. Command authorization of skip-echelon 
intelligence support does not alleviate the requirement to provide the same intelligence to 
intermediate commands through the chain of command and to supporting commands and 
organizations. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

SMALL AUSTERE AIRFIELD 

A small austere airfield is an unsophisticated airfield, usually with a short runway and 
limited in one or a combination of the following: taxiway systems, ramp space, security, 
materials handling equipment, aircraft servicing, maintenance, navigation aids, weather 
observing sensors, and communications: The greatest disadvantage of airfields is their 
relativelylimitedavailability,particularlyin lesser-developedregionsoftheworld. Many of 
the available facilities may have limited space as a result of other combat forces beddown .. 
They may be targeted as the focus of enemy forces and are often too far from surface combat 
units to be efficient destination terminals for combat sustainment operations. 

landing zone 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
J1TP for Theater Airlift Operations 
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SOURCES AND METHODS 

Sharing intelligence sources and methods, including cooperative intelligence collection 
and production, may help attain the common objectives of the alliance members or coalition 
partners. When, however, intelligence sources and methods cannot be shared among allied 
or coalition nations, the intelligence should be provided after it is sanitized by effectively 
separating the information from the sources and methods used to obtain it. This sanitizing 
process must also be exercised in peacetime for both known and probable allies. Intelligence 
production agencies should consider use of tear lines to separate that ·intelligence and/or 
information within a given report that may be immediately disclosed to alliance members or 
coalition partners. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

SPAN OF CONTROL 

Span of control is the joint force commander's ability to command and control actions. 
Span of control is based on the number of subordinates, number of activities, and the area of 
responsibility/joint operations area. Span of control is related to the duration and scope of 
joint air operations. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

SPECIAL ASSIGNMENT AIRLIFT MISSIONS 

Special Assignment Airlift Missions (SAAMs) provide airlift to satisfy unique customer 
requirements and are funded directly by the requesting organization. These requirements 
may be due to constraints of time, geographic location, and/or type of cargo that preclude the 
use of surface transport, established airlift channel service, or other transportation means.· 

. Theater airlift is usually divided between channel and SAAMs. Channel missions provide 
common-user general airlift service. usually on relatively fixed schedules and route structures, 
over an extended period of time. However. channel missions can also be event driven, i.e., 
based on mission requirements to move cargo or personnel outside of the established schedule. 
SAAMs provide dedicated airlift for specific requirements, usually at times, places, and in 
load configurations requested by a specific user. SAAM operations may involve any level of 
activity, from a single aircraft sortie to operations involving large formations or many sorties 
over extended periods of time. 

SAAMs provide service for the exclusive use of an agency to meet special considerations 
of pickup, delivery, classification, off-route requirements, or other factors that preclude the 
use of channel airlift. In effect, this is a chartered mission supporting that particular request. 
Units submit their request through their component validator to the theater validator. If 

. approved, the theater validator forwards the requests to the joint air operations center for 
tasking. 
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theater airlift 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

. SPECIAL FORCES 

:I~~.;·G·s:·~~Y:tb~6~;·~~:~ri,ii~d.·~~ih~:~:.,~a:~Ji·~~~d:~~b.1.ii~li~i~~~6a~~;~~~e;i~,(':.: 
;: : operations' •. ·special forces have five.primary-mission~i:'~nc9riv~hH()naiw~liar~,':\·: 

···. ~:~~~~~~:~ ~6~~!:~~!~:~it~~:i~~~f~~~1~~~~t~:~ii~~~~ 
.. ·.trained, and· equipped special forces' units· desigri_~t9.:C:tir1:5tl.ie~1et·¢Qt\ti_ngency. ·< 
.·· plans~. -~~~o called SF.. · ·. . . . ': .... :: ·.:::::i·::./>::·:jl&!:~::,~·.Jl~-.J~;.;;"\~):s:~~~;[~~;~i(~!':;J;i.;?:~t¥:1:~?~~{~ 

General. Although all Anny forces have an inherent capability to support special operations 
(SO), Army units specifically designated by the Secretary of Defense are prepared, trained, 
and task organized especially for SO. Core special operations forces (SOF) designated by 
the Secretary of Defense include active and reserve component special forces (SF), Ranger, 
and separate operating agency. In addition, the Secretary of the Army has designated civil 
affairs and psychological operations forces as Army special operations forces. 

Special Forces Group. The SF group is a. multipurpose combat force organized, trained, 
and equipped to plan, conduct, and support a variety of SO in all operational environments 
throughout the operational continuum. Although principally structured for unco~ventional 
warfare (UW), SF units are capable of task-organizing their composition to meet more specific 
requirements. 

Organization. SF are organized into groups of thr~e battalions, each with one support and 
three operational companies. Each company is composed of a headquarters element and six 
operational detachments of 12 personnel. SF units are regionally oriented to specific areas of 
the world and possess language training and cultural familiarity. 

Missions. The primary missions generally assigned to SF are UW, foreign inte.mal defense, 
special reconnaissance, direct action (DA), and counterterrorism (CT). Also, certain SF 
units are speci fica II y organized, trained, and equipped to conduct CT as a principal mission. 

Capabilities. The con:tmand, control, and support elements of an SF group can: 
• function as the Army component of a joint special operations task force (JSOTF) or as a 

JSOTF when augmented by resources from other Services; 
• command, control, and support organic and attached elements; 
• establish and operate with the group headquarters (HQ) a special forces operations base 

and up to three forward operations bases by employing its organic battalion HQ 
(C detachments); 

• provide up to three command and control (C2) elements (B detachments) to cotps or 
higher conventional headquarters or to specified operational areas. B detachments can 
also operate as tactical C2 elements. 

The operational detachment-Alpha(ODA) of an SF group can: 
• infiltrate or exfiltrate specified operational areas by air, land, or sea; 
• conduct operations in remote areas and hostile environments for extended periods of 

time with appropriate support or resupply; 
• plan and conduct SO unilaterally or as part of a largerforce; 
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• develop, organize, equip, train, and advise or direct indigenous forces of up to a battalion 
in size. 

• organize, train, advise, and assist US, allied, and other friendly military and paramilitary 
forces or agencies in the conduct of SO, especially in environments requiring language 
proficiency and area and/or cultural orientation; 

Limitations. SF units: 
• generally require specialized support from other military Services and nonmilitary 

agencies for infiltration, exfiltration, and resupply; 
• are restricted in their ability to conduct sustained combat operations by limited firepower, 

mobility, organic combat support, and combat service support assets; 
· • dependent upon the resources of the theater Army component to support and sustain 

operations; 
• endurance and fatigue as influenced by terrain, mode of transport, environment, enemy 

situation, and weather: 
Employment. SF may be employed as individuals, teams, or larger units up to group.in 

size. The principal operating element is the ODA. SF elements are frequently task-organized 
for specific missions, but are rarely, if ever, employed outside their specific area of orientation. 

Rangers. Rangers are rapidly deployable airborne light infantry organized and trained to 
conduct highly complex joint DA operations in coordination with or in support of other SO 
units of all Services. Also, they can execute DA operations in support of conventional missions 
conducted by a combatant commander and can operate as conventional light infantry when 
properly augmented with other elements of combined arms. 

Organization. Rangers are organized into a regiment of three battalions. Battalions are 
organized into a headquarters company and three rifle companies, each composed of three 
rifle platoons and a weapons platoon. 

Mission. When employed in SO, Rangers are primarily tasked to conduct DA and other 
special light infantry missions. They may conduct these operations independently, in support 
of conventional forces or other SO F. 

Capabilities. The Ranger regiment can: 
• deploy quickly to conduct operations on all types of terrain and in all weather conditions; 
• establish a credible US military presence in any part of the world to demonstrate US 

interest or resolve; 
• infiltrate and ex filtrate an area of operations and assault an objective by land, sea, and 

air; 
• conduct DA missions consisting of raids, ambushes, and recovery operations. 

Related Terms 
special operations forces 

JP 3-05 
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SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS BASE 

The special forces operations base (SFOB) is established by a special force group to 
synchronize the activities of subordinate forward operations bases and/or advanced operations 
bases. The SFOB normally serves as an Army special operations component or Army special 
operations task force headquarters directly subordinate to the joint force special operations 
component commander. 

JP 3-05.3 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Special Operations Operational Procedures 

SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS 

After the Ma~ter Air Attack Plan (MAAP) is approved by the joint force air component 
commander (JFACC) (joint force commander (JFC) under the JFC staff option), detailed 
preparations continue by Combat Plans section on the joint air tasking order (ATO), special 
instructions(SPINS),and the airspace control order(ACO)(providedby the airspace control 
authority (ACA) ). JFC and JFACC guidance, target worksheets, the MAAP, and component 
requirements are used to finalize the ATO/SPINS/ACO. Components may submit critical 
changes to target requests and asset availability during this final phase of joint ATO 
development. The ACA and area air defense commander (AADC) instructions must be 
provided in sufficient detail to allow components to plan and execute all missions tasked in 
the joint ATO. These directions must enable combat operations without undue restrictions, 
balancing combat effectiveness with the safe, orderly, and expeditious use of airspace. ACA 
instructions must provide for quick coordination of task assignment or reassignment. The 
AADC must direct aircraft identification and engagement procedures and rules of engagement 
that are appropriate to the nature of the threat.· ACA and AADC instructions should also 
consider the volume of friendly air traffic, friendly air defense req:uirements, identification, 
friend or foe technology, weather, and enemy capabilities. ACA and AADC instructions are 

·contained in monthly, weekly, and daily SPINS, and also in the ACO that is updated as 
frequently as required. 

The joint ATO, ACO, and SPINS provide operational and tactical direction at appropriate 
levels of detail. The level of detail should be very explicit when forces operate from different 
bases and multi-component and/or composite missions are tasked. By contrast, less detail is 
required when missions are tasked to a single component or base. 

JP 3-56.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 
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SPECIAL OPERATIONS . 
. . '. '. ·•·.· ·.~- ... 

::>· ~p~ial operations, requiring clandestine, covert;:qr,~g\V'\ij~i~i,!it;Yleqljhiq~~~~ijg;f 
•· oversight at tt:ae national level. Special ope.ra~i9n~:f:~iff~(;~frct)gti;~;£§gy~ptj§r)~(~:x 
· :: operationsin :degree of physical and: Political iisk: ()'p~r~tion~lt~qH~i.qtl~~~tn9d~1!i~~ 

·· ..•.. tP;~:~~h~i~~:=~~~:;~~~s:a~~~-~-~~~~~ 
Special operations (SO) are a form of warfare characterized by a unique set of objectives, 

weapons, and forces. (See figure below.) 
A mission, under a certain set of environmental constraints, may. require the application of 

SO skills and techniques. Change one or more of those characteristics, and the mission may 
no longer fit the category of SO. For example, the Grenada operation was designed to rescue 
a large number of American citizens and publicly demonstrate US resolve. As such, it required 
a visible, conventional operation on a relatively large scale, with SO in support and targeted 
at specific objectives. Conversely, had the goals been to recover a small number of detained 
personnel and to limit US presence, SO might have been selected as the preferred option. SO 
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are not bound by any specific environment. They are described by the transitory characteristics 
and the constraints placed upon a given mission. 

Employment of conventional forces usually involves movement oflarge operational units 
and requires extensive support structures. Such force movement and employmeritgenerally 
are observable and traceable to the US. However, the capabilities of special operations forces 
(SOF) primarily are a function of individual and small unit proficiency in a multitude of 
specialized, often unconventional, combat skills applied with adaptability, improvisation, 
innovation, and self-reliance. The small size, unique capabilities, and often self-sufficient 
(for short periods) nature of SOF operational units provide the US with feasible and appropriate 
military responses that do not entail the degree of political liability or risk of escalation 
·normally associated with employment of necessarily larger, or more visible, conventional 
forces. 

SOF are not a substitute for strong conventional forces but a necessary adjunct to existing 
conventional capabilities. Depending upon requirements,SOF can operate independently or 
in conjunction with conventional forces. SOF can complement and reinforce conventional 
forces so that ~ey can achieve an objective that might not otherwise be attainable. The 
special skills and low visibility capabilities inherent in SOF also provide an adaptable military 
response in situations or crises requiring tailored, precisely focused use of force. 

SOF can be quickly task-organized and rapidly deployed to provide the National Command 
Authorities (NCA) a selective, flexible crisis response capability. Often, SOF may be the 
force of choice for the NCA to provide a capability that falls between diplomatic i~itiatives 
and the overt commitment of conventional force. SOF are designed for specific principal 
missions. Properly employed, they provide an added dimension for the combatant commander. 
An imprecise understanding of SOF capabilities or the improper employment or support of 
SOF at any level of command can result in mission failure, attendant political costs, and 
possible loss of the entire force. 

SO are usually joint, but they may be conducted as single-Serviceoperations. Even single- · 
Service conduct of SO requires joint support and coordination. The planning process may be 
~taffed jointly, while the execution and command and control (C2) structure may be either· 
joint or single-Service. This publication describes SOF interoperability requirements and 
provides for employment of SOF in coordination with conventional forces. 

Characteristics of Special Operations. SO are marked by certain characteristics that 
cumulatively distinguish them from conventional operations. 

• They are principally offensive, usually of high physical and political risk, and directed at 
. high-value, critical, and often perishable targets. They offer. the potential for high returns, 
but rarely a second·chance should a first mission fail. · 

• They are often principally politico-military in nature and subject to oversight at the 
national level. They frequently demand operator-level detailed planning and rapid 
coordination with other commands, Services, and Government agencies. · 

• They often require responsive joint ground, air, and maritime operations and the C2 
architecture permanently resident in the existing SOF structure. 

• They may frequently be covert or clandestine .. 
• They are frequently prosecuted when the use of conventional forces is either inappropriate 

or infeasible for either military or political reasons. 
• They rely on surprise, security, and audacity and frequently employ deception to achieve 

success. 
• They are often conducted at great distances from established support bases, requiring 

sophisticated communications and means of infiltration, exfiltration, and support to 
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penetrate and recover from hostile, denied, or politically sensitive areas. 
• They may require patient, long-term commitment in a given operational area to achieve 

nationalgoalsthroughsecurityassistanceand/ornationassistanceactivitiesorextended 
unconventional warfare operations. Often, the training and organization of indigenous 
forces are required to attain these objectives. 

• They frequently require discriminate and precise use of force; a mix of high and low 
technology weapons and equipment; and often rapid development, acquisition, and 
employment of weapons and equipment not standard for other Department of Defense 
forces. 

• They are primarily conducted by specially recruited, selected, and trained personnel, 
organized into small units tailored for specific missions or environments. Missions 
often require detailed knowledge of the culture(s) and language(s) of the country where 
employed. 

• They require detailed intelligence, thorough planning, decentralized execution, and 
rigorous detailed rehearsal. 

Related Terms 
special.operations forces 

. JP 3-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES 

· · · · . · · . ·. .. . . , : · ::·. -:~:::~-:?~/?-<: ·:: ·_:_: ~~!).:~~~~~:~~r::y~ ~:~;~~~Y1f~~r~~~~,~~~{~~?~::_;~{~ ~.:·~~-~~~!;~~~-~~::~!<# 
Those active and reserve componentforces of th~ mili~r:y.:Sejyige~:d~~$o~ted,~;1;: 
by th~ Secretary of Defense and specifically Or:Q~~i*~~,'!f~!P~.i;,~: ;{t~fli,pp~'i;[~. 

· ·to conduct and support special operations. Also·called~SOF.:1~~Jh, :(9:!:;:-ae:i.l;()2:m~:· 
. . . .· . ·. . .·. ·= .· ·: . .?. ·• • • :·:>:>. :S}tJ~~:lh:~H~t:~~{}fit~:S.:\ ... · i:UlB;~~~-~1:\;.::;:~~i:~~~/~~~!.\~_:F~~;;·>-)~t~ 

As specified by law in title 10, US Code Section 167, special operations forces (SOF) are 
units of the armed forces that meet one of the following criteria: 

. • identified as core forces or as augmenting forces in the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan, 
AnnexE; 

• described in the Terms of Reference and Conceptual Operations Plan for the Joint Special 
Operations Command, as in effect on April 1, 1986; 

• designated as SOF by the Secretary of Defense. 
Under certain circumstances, conventional forces may provide the capabilities required to 

conduct a specific special operation. However, designated SOF are principally structured to 
be the force of choice under most circumstances. They possess unique capabilities designed 
to address those missions, regardless of where they are conducted in the operational continuum. 
(See figure below.) 

US Army. Active and Reserve component forces include Special Forces, Ranger, Special 
Operations Aviation, psychological operations and civil affairs units. 

US Navy. Active and Reserve component forces include sea-air-land team, sea-air-land 
team delivery vehicles and special boat units. 

US Air Force. Active and Reserve component forces include: 
• fixed-wing and vertical-liftaircraft and aircrews to conduct infiltration,exfiltration,and 

resupply; aerial fire support; and aerial refueling; 
• composite special tactics teams composed of combat control and pararescue forces, 

weather, communications, and other combat support units. 
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The demands of special operations (SO) require forces with attributes that distinguish 
them from conventional forces. Commanders must be familiar with these characteristics to 
ensure that missions selected for SOF are compatible with their capabilities. Persoimel may 
undergo lengthy selection processes or extensive mission-specific training programs above . 
basic military skill training to achieve entry-level SO skills. Units are small and necessarily 
maintain high personal and professional levels of maturity and experience, usually in more 
than one principal field. The complex SO selection and long leadtime objective and subjective 
maturation process make any rapid replacement of personnel or capabilities very difficult. 

SOF are often organized jointly and routinely plan, execute, command, and control 
operations from a joint perspective. Area orientation is often required and includes the 
capability to execute all foreseeable operations in the full range of the area's environmental 
conditions. Detailed area orientation, including mastery of language and culture, requires 
long-term, dedicated training and may be applicable to air, ground, and maritime SOF units, 
depending upon mission assignment. To develop and maintain skills, SOF should train and 
exercise under conditions resembling the operational environment in which they intend to 
operate. 

Related Terms 
special forces; special operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-05 Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 
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SPECIFIED COMMAND 

111~1~r~i~~illlilfllt 
A specified command is a command that has broad continuing missions and that is 

established by the President through the Secretary of Defense with the advice and assistance 
of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. (See figure below.) Although a specified 
command normally is composed of forces from one Military Department, it may include 
units and staff representation from other Military Departments. 

When units of other Military Departments are transferred (assigned or attached) to the 
commander of a specified command, the purpose and duration of the transfer will normally 
be indicated. Such transfer, in itself, does not constitute the specified command as a unified 
command or a joint task force. If the transfer is major and to be of long duration, a unified . 
command normally would be established in lieu of a specified command. 

The commander of a specified command has the same authority and responsibilitiesas the 
commander of a unified command, except that no authority exists to establish subordinate 
unified commandS. 

Related Terms 

combatant command; unified command 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
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SPECTRUM MANAGEMENT 

~!illl!~!@if[t~~~~fillliltlltl· 
The complexity and v.ast distances involved in joint warfighting makes control and 

management of the electromagnetic spectrum a crucial factor in the joint force commander's 
(JFC's) ability to influence decisive action. The horizontal flow of information between 
adjacent subordinate commands is equally critical during mission execution and demands 
continuous and uninterrupted access to the electromagnetic spectrum to support highly mobile, 
fast moving operations. The JFC ensures that favorableelectromagneticcompatibilityexists 
through the comprehensive management of the electromagnetic spectrum. 

Related Terms · 
electronic warfare 

Source Joint Publications 
JP6-0 Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 

Systems Support to Joint Operations 

STAFF CHANNEL 

The staff channel is the term used to describe the channel by which commanders interact 
with staffs. It also describes the channel by which staff officers contact their counterparts at 
higher, adjacent. and subordinate headquarters. These staff-to-staff contacts are for 
coordination an~ cooperation only. Higher headquarters staff officers exercise no independent 
authority over subordinate headquarters staffs, although staff officers normally honor requests 
for information. 

Related Terms 
command channel 

JP0-2 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

STANDARDIZATION 

The process by which the Department of Defense · 
cooperation among the Services and Defense 
use .of research, development, and production . 
on the broadest possible basis the use of: a. 
administrative, and logistic procedures; b. con, 

·:·proceduresand criteria; c. common~ 
Components, weapons, or equipment; and d. 
doctrine with corresponding organizationalcornp~ltibiiUty;;;N;/i: 

General. The broad objectives of the National Communications System and the Defense 
Information Systems Network (DISN), coupled with the need for tactical command, control, 
communications, and computer(C4)systems to interface with facilities of the DISN,require 
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that C4 systems ·be standardized as far as practical. Standardization includes aspects of 
compatibility, interoperability, and commonality. Plans for standardization must ensure that 
the essential requirements of all Services and agencies are accommodated. Space, weight, or 
other limitations may prevent systems used by different Services and agencies from taking 
the same form. In such cases, the equipment should include the maximum possible number 
of components common to all Services, and operational characteristics must be coordinated 
between the Services and agencies concerned. · 

Objectives. The following are objectives of standardization: 
• minimize the addition of buffering, translative, or siniilardevices for the specific purpose 

of achieving workable interface connections; 
• achieve the maximum economy possible from cross-servicing and cross-procurement; 
• permit emergency supply assistance among Services; 
• facilitate interoperability of functionally similar joint and Service C4 systems; 
• avoid unnecessary duplication in research and development of new technology. 

JP6-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Command, Control, Communications, and Computer (C4) 
Systems Support to Joint Operations 

STRATEGIC AIRLIFT FORCES · 

The US establishes air lines of communications by coordinating the operations of three· 
distinct components of airlift forces. Strategic airlift forces (also called intertheateror global 
airlift forces) primarily provide common-user airlift into theater terminals from outside the 
theater. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

STRATEGIC DEFENSE FORCES 

Strategic defense forces combine the capabilities of air defense, ballistic missile defense, 
and space defense for North America. The Commander in Chief, US SpaceCoinmand, is the 
coordinating authority for strategic defense, and is the combatant commanderresponsible for 
ballistic missile defense of North America, missile warning support to theaters, and space 
defense missions. The Commander in Chief, North American Aerospace Defense Command, 
provides attack assessments of strategic defense. 

Strategic defense forces provide direct support to geographic combatant commanders 
through global surveillance, tactical warning and attack assessment, ballistic missile warning, 
and by providing a secure mobilization base to support regional conflicts. During wartime, 
geographic combatant commanders continue to receive missile defense support consistent 
with both the degree and nature of the threat of attacks against US strategic assets. 

Combat operations conducted within a theater may contribute to strategic defense through 
detection and/or attrition of hostile aerospace forces in the process of attack on the United 
States. These operations include theater sea control, antisubmarine warfare, counterair, theater 
ballistic missile defense, or special operations.· 
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JP 3-01.5 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 

STRATEGIC END STATE 

The desired end state should be clearly described by the National Command Authorities 
before Aimed Forces of the United States are committed to an action. An end state is the set 
of required conditions that achieve the strategic objectives. There may be a preliminary end 
state- described by a set of military conditions - when military force is no longer the 
principal means to the strategic aim. There may also be a broader end state that typically 
involves returning to a state of peace and stability and inay include a variety of diplomatic, 
economic, informational, and military conditions. The relative emphasis among these 

. instruments of national power will vary according to the nature of the crisis. 
Although mi.litary end state conditions normally will represent what combatant commanders 

want their campaigns to achieve, commanders are rarely concerned with only those conditions. 
Often, combatant commanders may be required to support the other instruments of national 
power as directed by national and multinational leadership. 

Defining the end state, which may change as the operation progresses, and ensuring it . 
supports achieving national objectives are the critical first steps in the estimateancl planning 
process. Additionally, clearly defining the desired end state reduces the wasting of scarce 
resources and helps clarify (and may reduce) the risk associated with the operation. In order 
to clearly describe the desired end state, planners should consider what may be necessary to 
.end the armed conflict and the period of postconflictactivitieslikely to follow. Commanders 
at all levels should have a common understanding of the conditions that define success before 
initiation of the operation. 

Achieving the desired end state seldom, if ever, ends US national efforts to protect interests 
in a situation. The term "end state" simply represents the set of conditions necessary to 
resolve a crisis and transition from predominant use of the military instrument of national 
po\Ver to other instruments. 

end state 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

STRATEGIC ESTIMATE 

.The estimate of the broad strategic factors :~at~~f~~~~~~~~~~ missions, objectives, and courses of action~ 
· · includes the strategic direction received from 

or the authoritative body of an alliance or co~llitiloo~::.:::O:')?:;:r:iL<:;~Y 

The strategic estimate is a tool available to combatant commanders and subordinate joint 
force commanders (JFCs) as they develop campaign plans and subordinate campaign and 
operation plans. JFCs use strategic estimates developed in peacetime to facilitate the 
employment of military forces across the range of military operations. The strategic estimate 
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is more comprehensive in scope than estimates of subordinate commanders, encompasses all 
strategic concepts, and is the basis for combatant command strategy. 

In the strategic estimate, commanders focus on the threat and consider other circumstances 
affecting the military situation as they develop and analyze courses of action. Items contained 
in strategic estimate are shown in the figure below. 

The result of the estimate is a visualization of the current enemy and friendly situation, 
including opportunities available for exploitation. The estimate includes a visualization of 
what these states must look like to accomplish the mission and a clear expression of alternatives· 
to achieve that state. Commanders employ the estimate to consider the enemy's likely intent 
and courses of action and compare friendly alternatives that result in a decision. 

The strategic estimate process is continuous and based on direction from national and 
multinational leadership. Estimates for the current operation can often provide the basis for 
estimates for future operations. 

JFCs develop strategic estimates after reviewing the strategic environment, potential threats, 
the nature of anticipated operations, and national strategic direction. The strategic estimate 
process helps clarify the strategic end state ·and supporting military conditions. Both supported 
and supporting JFCs prepare strategic estimates based on assigned tasks. Combatant 
commanders who support multiple JFCs prepare estimates for each supporting operation. 

STRATEGIC ESTIMATE 

o Assigned objectives from national authorities 

• Translation of national objectives to objectives applicable to 
the combatant command or theater 

• Visualization of the strategic environment and how it relates 
to the accomplishment of assigned objectives 

• Assessment of the threats to accomplishment of assigned 
objectives 

• Assessment of strategic alternatives available, with 
accompanying analysis, risks, and the requirements for 
plans 

• Considerations of available resources, linked to 
accomplishment of assigned objectives 

Related Terms 
estimate; logistic estimate of the situation 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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STRATEGIC LEVEL OF WAR 

:),· military and other histn.imentsot n~ltional powe..; d~Y,e_Jpp glptiat:[>l~~~-c)dheat~r>·: 
':-' warJ)fans to .. achieve:these objectives;. and··.provi_d~· n)iii~~&:J9rqe$·:a~#>oth~r/~: 
,· ·eapabi_litie~:i.n_ ·accor~~~~ wit~ str,a~~~_ic· pi~~-~~Ji.;-:;•::::.-~f_:;lr.;·:;({~1·j:\[1:'!~·-·~~!-~~ .. ~-i~;)J:··}t.~~I1i~::fi9::~J~~£P3:·: ..• l· 

The strategic level is that level of war at which a nation, often as a member of a group of 
nations, determines national or multinational (alliance or coalition) strategic security objectives 
and guidance and develops and uses national resources to accomplish these objectives. Strategy · 
is the art and science of developing and employing armed forces and other instruments of 
national power in a synchronized fashion to secure national or multinational objectives. The 
National Command Authorities (NCA) translate policy into national strategic military 
objectives. These military objectives facilitate theater strategic planning. 

A geographic combatant commander usually participates in discussions with the NCA 
through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and with allies and coalition members. The 
theater strategy is thus an element that relates to both US national strategy and operational 
activities within the theater. Strategy, derived from policy, is the basis for all operations. 

Rela~ed Terms 
operational level of war; tactical level of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

STRATEGY 

Th~ ~rt a~d scien~e ~~-d~~et~pi~9 a~d-·usin9. ponti~'it'-~riciffila~~,~:§~cihal~~ici~m':'t; 
and military forces as necessary during peace and war., tO· E!ffc)rq .th~::rfiilXirriU.rrl.:;;;, 

~~:~!~C:'~;~~J~ ~~de;o 11~~:~~~!~~=~~:l~tt~~~f~~~~~ti~~ti~~ 
General. National security strategy and national military strategy, shaped by and oriented 

on national security policies, provide strategic direction for combatant commanders. 
Combatant commanders, in tum, provide guidance and direction through their combatant 
command strategies and plans for the employment of military forces, in conjunction with 
interagency and multinational forces, in the conduct of military operations. These strategies 
integrate national and military objectives (ends), national policies and military concepts (ways), 
and national resources and military forces and supplies (means). The figure below illustrates 
national strategic direction. 

National Security Strategic Content. The US approaches its global commitments with a 
strategy founded on deterrence and buttressed by the capability to project power to safeguard 
its national interests. Successful military operations may not, by themselves, achieve the 
desired strategic end state. Military activities across the full range of operations need to be 

653 



STRATEGY 

synchronized with other instruments of national power and focused on common national 
aims. 

National Military Strategy. National military strategy is derived from the national security 
. strategy. National military strategy attempts to promote peace, deter aggression, and, failing 

that, fight and win. But in the larger. context, defeating an enemy military force is rarely 
sufficient, in and of itself, to ensure a long-term solution to a crisis. The national military 
strategy and defense policy provide strategic guidance for the employment of military forces. 
TheNationalMilitaryStrategy(NMS)providesadviceoftheChairman,inconsultationwith 
the other members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the combatant commanders, to the President, 
the National Security Council, and the Secretary of Defense as to the recommended NMS 
and fiscally constrained force structure required to attain the national security objectives. 
The Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan (JSCP) provides guidance for planning purposes to the 
combatant commanders and the Chiefs of the Services to accomplish tasks and missions 
based on current military capabilities. This guidance capitalizes on US strengths and permits 
it to exploit the weaknesses of those who may threaten our national interests. The JSCP 
provides a coherent framework forcapabilities-basedmilitary advice provided to the National 
Command Authorities. 

Related Terms 
military strategy; national strategy 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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The strategy determination function furnishes direction from the national level for developing 
courses of action. It assists theN ational Command Authorities and the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff in formulating appropriate ·options to counter the threat Strategy determination 
involves formulating politico-military assessments, clearly defining political and military 
objectives or· end states, developing strategic concepts and options, apportioning forces and 
other resources, and formulating planning guidance. 

JP 5-0 

·Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

rajd . . .· ... : ,,.,,·:,·.:::·::.: •. ,~(:.:·:)··!!:)''·)}:;;2;J%l'-i~!~~~l~)~}J'li~~::(c:11,,,~;~~~(~·':: 
An operation, usually small scale, involving a swift periE!tn:ltiQnof:hostileterrit~i';)'if.ii · 
to secure information, confuse the enemy, or to d.~$.1f(;y)g~~~~~~~jpry~~Y11t:.,~m9~t~W·: 
with a planned withdrawal upon completion of the a8S!9n~~ in.i~i~!'l:· ·: R4~0~ -~~ 

• -~ ... ~ -~-~1 ~:' ":::~-.~~:t.;~~{:." ;)l~i~f8;f.1,:[;)~£¥i~i 

Strikes are offensive operations conducted to inflict damage on, seize, or destroy an objective 
for political purposes. Strikes may be used for punishing offending nations or groups, 
upholding international law, or preventing those nations or groups from launching their own 
offensive actions. A raid is usually a small-sc~le operation involving swift penetration of. 
hostile territory to secure information, confuse the enemy, or destroy installations. It ends 
with a planned withdrawal upon completion of the assigned mission. An example of a strike 
is Operation URGENT FURY, conducted on the island of Grenada in 1983. An example of 
a raid is Operation ELDORADO CANYON conducted against Libya in 1986, in response to 
the terrorist bombing of US Service members in Berlin. 
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SUBORDINATE COMMANDER 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

SUBORDINATE COMMANDER. 

In addition to other responsibilities that change according to circumstances, all subordinate 
commanders possess the general responsibilities to provide for the following: 

• The accomplishment of missions or tasks assigned by the plans and orders of the superior. 
Wide latitude is normally given to the subordinate commander to select the methodology 
for accomplishing the mission; however, this latitude may be limited by coordinating 
directives issued by the superior commander to ensure effective joint operations. When 
required by a changing situation, a subordinate commander may depart in some measure 
from the plan if the action will not jeopardize friendly forces and is in the best interest of 
better accomplishing the overall objective. Any such departure from the plan by a 
subordinate commander should, if possible, be coordinated with other concerned 
commanders prior to departure from the plan. In addition, the departure must be 
communicated as soon as practicable to the superior. 

• Advice to the superior commander regarding employment possibilities of and 
consequences to the subordinate command, cooperation with appropriate government 
and nongovernment agencies, and other matters of common concern. 

• Timely information to the superior commander relating to the subordinate commander's 
situation and progress. 

Related Terms 
superior commander 

JP0-2 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

SUBORDINATE UNIFIED COMMAND 

A command established by comma~ders of unified,.toffi~~~~~f;(w~~nT¥8.11L.: 
authorized through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff~to:(x)ndpCtQPEtriltiOf:lS'::~::·: 
on a continuing basis in accordance with the criteH~.: s~~::'t§r:t~i:tpf.:.~~iJi~·,:{ 
commands. A subordinate unified command may be e~tablif;h.~~.Pf'l·~o ~r~a ()(':~:'.: 
functional basis. Commanders of subordinate unified eomm'andsh8ye:flin9ti0hs{ > 

and responsibilities similar to those of the commanders·oftinffi~~c:c>.mm~~d~.f:t~ 
and exercise operational control of assigned commands:::andWore~~i''\~ith'ih·thesi.> 
assigned joint operations area. . : .. : ::-: :;>: ):~~3~,;1l_f:,'t:·1}~::·~·~].''[l[jij_~~i~!:~~~l~;·.; 
When authorized through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, commanders of unified 

commands may establish subordinate unified commands (also called subunifiedcommands) 
to conduct operations on a continuing basis in accordance with the criteria set forth for unified 
commands. (See figure below.) A subordinate unified command may be established on a 
geographical area or functional basis. Commanders of subordinate unified commands have 
functions and responsibilities similar to those of the commanders of unified commands and 
exercise operational control of assigned commands and forces and normally over attached 
forces within the assigned joint operations area or functional area. The commanders of 
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components or.Service forces of subordinate unified commands have responsibilities and 
missions similar to those listed for component commanders within a unified command. The 
Service component commanders qf a subordinate unified command will normally 
communicate directly with the commanders of the Service component command of the unified 
command on Service-specific matters and in form the commander of the subordinate unified 
command as that commander directs. 

Related Terms 
joint task force; unified command 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Anned Forces (UNAAF) 

SUPERIOR COMMANDER 

Although specific responsibilities will vary, every superior commander possesses the general 
responsibilities to provide the following: 

.• Timely communication of clear-cut missions or tasks, together with the role of each 
subordinate in the superior's plan. Tasks must be realistic and leave the subordinate as 
much freedom of execution as possible. 

• Forces and other means in a timely manner to immediate subordinates for accomplishing 
assigned tasks. This includes the requisite time to plan and prepare for military action. 

• All available information to subordinates that bears on the changing situation including 
changes in plans, missions and tasks; resources; and friendly, enemy, and environmental 
situations. 

· • To delegate authority to subordinates commensurate with their responsibilities. 

657 



SUPPLY 

Related Terms 
subordinate commander 

JP0-2 
Source Joint Publications 

Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

A geographic combatant commander's responsibilities for supply are illustrated in the 
figure below. Geographic combatant commanders are responsible for effectively coordinating 
supply support between the Service components, establishing supply buildup rates, and stating 
theater stockage levels. When practical to improve economy of effort, common-item support 
may be assigned to a Service component command, normally the dominant user. Geographic 
combatant commanders are also responsible for the allocation of critical logistic resources 
within their theaters. They must ensure that statements of the requirements of assigned 
forces (including mutual support arrangements and associated inter-Service support 
agreements) are prepared and submitted in accordance with existing directives of the Secretary 
of Defense, the Secretaries of the Military Departments, and the Chiefs of the Services. 

Subject to combatant commanders' responsibility and authority as outlined above, 
commanders of the Service component commands are responsible for logistic support of 
their forces and direct communication with appropriate headquarters on all supply matters, 
and related requirements, such as the deployment of supplies, materiel, and equipment into 
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the area of responsibility. Commanders of component commands will keep the geographic 
combatant commander informed of the status of supply matters affecting readiness of their 
forces. 

Commanders of subordinate commands may be assigned th~ responsibility for providing 
supply support to elements or individuals of other Services within the theater or designated 
area The geographic combatant commander. is responsible for provision of supplies to civilians 
in occupied areas in accordance with current directives, obligations, and treaties the US 
recognizes. The geographic combatant commander is responsible for recommending to the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff the priority of the phased buildup and cutback of supplies, 
installations, and organizations essential to the mission. 

JP4-0 

SUPPORT 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

. ;i~t~~~g~~~;~;~~t!lll'i~ii~,~~~ 
as a reserve. 4. An element of a command whic~,.~~i~t~i:.Pt9~~~~.·()(si:Jppli~~'t.,; 

other forces in combat:.· . . . :::. c·:,::.i·iitir1~J~)]1:§1~'Ji;:~:~~l~t!;,·[~frf~;~;'~:(l:[::::.Ji~;:~.te~(;;;·> 
Support is a command authority. A support relationship is established by a superior 

commander between subordinate commanders when one organization should aid, protect, 
complement, or sustain another force. 

Support may be exercised by commanders at any echelon at or below the level of combatant 
command. This includes the National Command Authorities designating a support relationship 
between combatant commanders as well as within a combatant command. The designation 
of supporting relationships is important as it conveys priorities to commanders and staffs 
who are planning or executing joint operations. The support command relationship is, by 
design, a somewhat vague, but very flexible arrangement. The establishing authority (the 
common superior commander) is responsible for ensuring that both the supported and 
supporting commander understand the degree of authority the supported commander is granted. 

The supported commander should ensure that the supporting commander understands the 
assistance required. The supporting commander will then provide the assistance needed, 
subject to the supporting commander's existing capabilities and other assigned tasks. When 
the supporting commander cannot fulfill the needs of the supported commander, the 
establishing authority will be notified by either the supported or supporting commander. The 
establishing authority is tesponsible for determining a solution. 

An establishing directive is normally issued to specify the purpose of the support relationship, 
the effect desired, and the scope of the action to be taken. It should also include: 

• the forces and other resources allocated to the supporting effort; 
• the time, place, level, and duration of the supporting effort; 
• the relative priority of the supporting effort; 
• the authority, if any, of the supporting commander to modify the supporting effort in the 

event of exceptional opportunity or an emergency; 
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• the degree of authority granted to the supported commander over the supporting effort. 
Unless limited by the establishing directive, the supported commander will have the authority 

to exercise general direction of the supporting effort. General direction includes the designation 
and prioritization of targets or objectives, timing and duration of the supporting action, and 
other instructions necessary for coordination and efficiency. 

The supporting commander determines the forces, tactics, methods, procedures, and 
communications to be employed in providing this support. The supporting commander Will 

· advise and coordinate with the supported commander on matters concerning the employment · 
and limitations (e.g., logistics) of such support, assist in planning for the integration of such 
support into the supported commander's effort as a whole, and ensure that support requirements 
are appropriately communicated into the supporting commander's organization. 

The supporting commander has the responsibility to ascertain the needs of the supported 
force and take action to fulfill them within existing capabilities, consistent with priorities and 
requirements of other assigned tasks. 

Several categories of support have been defined for use within a combatant command to 
better characterize the support that should be given. These are shown in the fi~ure below. 

Related Terms 
close support; direct support; general support; inter-Servicesupport; mutual support 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 
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SUPPORTED AND SUPPORTING RELATIONSHIPS 

SUPPORTED AND SUPPORTING RELATIONSHIPS 

Establishing supported and supporting relationships between components is a useful option 
to accomplish needed tasks. Each subordinate element of the joint force can support or be 
supported by other elements.· Joint force commanders (JFCs) will often assign one of their 
components or subordinate joint forces as a supjx>rted activity for a certain pwpose and time. 
In fulfilling that responsibility, the supported commanders must coordinate and synchronize 
the fighting activity of supporting commands in conjunction with their own forces under the 
overall supervision and authority of the JFC. More than one supported command may be 
designated simultaneously. For instance, a joint force special operations component may be 
supported for direct action missions, while a joint force maritime component is supported for 
sea control. (See figure below.) 

Supporting activities can take many forms as air, land, sea, special operations, and space 
forces support one another. For instance, close support occurs when the supporting force acts 
against targets or objectives that ~e sufficiently near the supported force to require detailed 
integration or coordination of the supporting attack with fire, movement, or other actions of 
the supported force. Examples include air support to land (close air support, tactical airlift); 
sea support to land (naval gunfire and missile support); and land support for air (suppression 
of enemy air defenses) . 
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Other forms of support do not require coordination with ftre and movement of the supported 
commander. Some examples are air s~pport to sea (aerial sea mining, air delivery to ships); 
sea support to land (sea lift); sea support to air (sea delivery of fuel and ammunition); land 
support to air (seizure and protection of air bases, antimissile defense of air bases); land 
support to sea (seizure or protection of naval bases and choke points); and space support to 
air, land, and sea (force enhancement). . 

All these ·forms of support constitute important ways in which JFCs can obtain leverage 
from the interaction of their forces. Support relations require careful attention by JFCs, 
component commanders, and their staffs to integrate and harmonize. · 

JPI 
JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

SUPPORTED COMMANDER 

The commander having primary resPari:sibili;t6~~fi:~:~~cis6.t~~.t~~~:-~j~,~~'ij">·~·· 
by the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan or other joiritope~tl(jrlj)hi.l'l~.i~g;at#ti<)fffY~~U 
In the context of joint operation planning, this ten;rl ~fe'r$Jo:t~~:~qqmffi:~pd~:t\~ 
who prepares operation plans or operation ordeffi. in re:~p(>'n~etotEi;q~i~~m~nt~;;~:: 

of the Chairman of the Joiilt Chiefs of ~~fl. • ' .~t i:,·;i!~l~;JJ~J~~~~~~~~~~~~~?J1;;, · 

The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff (CJCS) organizes the joint planning and execution 
community (JPEC) for joint operation planning by establishing supported and supporting 
command relationships between the combatant commands. A supported commander is 
identified for each planning task, and supporting commanders, Services, US Special Operation 
Command, and agencies are designated as appropriate. This process provides for unity of 
command in the planning and execution of joint operations and facilitates unity of effort · 
within the JPEC. 

The supported commander is the combatant commander having primary responsibility for 
all aspects of a task assigned by the Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan or other joint operation 
planning authority. In the context of joint operation planning, this term refers to the commander 
who prepares operation plans, campaign plans, or operation orders in response to CJCS 
requirements. 

Support may be exercised by commanders at any echelon at or below the level of combatant 
command. This includes the National Command Authorities designating a support relationship 
between combatant commanders as well as within a combatant command. The designation 
of supporting relationships is important as it conveys priorities to commanders and staffs 
who are planning or executing joint operations. The support command relationship is, by 
design, a somewhat vague, but very flexible arrangement. The establishing authority (the 
comm'on superior commander) is responsibie for ensuring that both the supported and 
supporting commander understand the degree of authority the supported commander is granted. 

The supported commander should ensure that the supporting commander understands the 
assistance required. The supporting commander will then provide the assistance needed, 
subject to the supporting commander's existing capabilities and other assigned tasks. When 
the supporting commander cannot fulfill the needs of the supported commander, the 
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establishing authority will be notified by either the supported or supporting commander. The 
establishing authority is responsible for determining a solution. 

An establishing directive is normally issued to specify the purpose of the support relationship, 
the effect desired, and the scope of the action to be taken. It should also include: 

• the forces and other resources allocated to the supporting effort; 
• the time, place, level, and duration of the supporting effort; . 
• the relative priority of the supporting effort; 
• the authority, if any, of the supporting commander to modify the supporting effort in the 

event of exceptional opportunity or an emergency; 
• the degree of authority granted to the supported commander over the supporting effort. 
Unless limited by the establishing directive, the supported commander will have the authority 

to exercise general direction of the supporting effort. General direction includes the designation 
and prioritization of targets or objectives, timing and duration of the supporting action, and 
other instructions necessary for coordination and efficiency. 

The supporting commander determines the forces, tactics, methods, procedures, and 
communicatio.ns to be employed in providing this support. The supporting commander will 
advise and coordinate with the supported commander on matters concerning the employment 
and limitations (e.g., logistics) of such support, assist in planning for the integration of such 
support into the suppo.rted commander's effort as a whole, and ensure that support requirements 
are appropriately communicated into the supporting commander's organization. 

The supporting commander has the responsibility to ascertain the needs of the ~upported 
force and take action to fulfill them within existing capabilities, consistent with priorities and 
requirements of other assigned tasks. 

Related Terms 
supporting commander 

JPS-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

SUPPORTING COMMANDER 

A commander who p~vides aug~entati~n forces;6ii6ffi~i!~G:t~H.J~~1~~~~~~l~1l~ 
commander or who develops a supporting plari,~:> ir'l#ludes::jij~::d~~igp~te·~.{& 
combatant commands and Defense agencies a~.f~~~~:~n~~~~·~1%~1;J~~~~j]i:~g~!·i~~~~·~]~ 
Supporting commanders are designated by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Relationships between the supported and supporting commander will be in accordance with 
Joint Pub 0-2, "Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF)." Supporting commanders determine 
their ability to support each of the proposed military courses of action (CO As), as shown in 
the figure below, and identify the actual units and associated movement data. 

Support may be exercised by commanders at any echelon at or below the level of combatant 
command. This includes the National Command Authorities designating a support relationship 
between combatant commanders as well as within a combatant command. The designation 
of supporting relationships is important as it conveys priorities to commanders and staffs 
who are planning or executing joint operations. The support command relationship is, by 
design, a somewhat vague, but very flexible arrangement. The establishing authority (the 
common superior commander) is responsible for ensuring that both the supported and 
supporting commander understand the degree of authority the supported commander is granted. 
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The supported commander should ensure that the supporting commander understands the 
assistance required. The supporting commander will then provide the assistance needed, 
subject to the supporting commander's existing capabilities and other assigned tasks. When 
the supporting commander cannot fulfill the needs of the supported commander, the 
establishing authority will be notified by either the supported or supporting commander. The 
establishing authority is responsible for determining a solution. 

An establishing directive is normally issued to specify the pwpose of the support relationship, 
the effect desired, and the scope of the action to be taken. It should also include: 

• the forces and other resources allocated to the supporting effort; 
• the time, place, level, and duration of the supporting effort; 
• the relative priority of the supporting effort; 
• the authority, if any, of the supporting commander to modify the supporting effort in the 

event of exceptional opportunity or an emergency; 
• the degree of authority granted to the supported commander over the supporting effort. 
Unless limited by the establishing directive, the supported commander will have the authority 

to exercise general direction of the supporting effort. General direction includes the designation 
and prioritization of targets or objectives, timing and duration of the supporting action, and 
other instructions necessary for coordination and efficiency. 

The supporting commander determines the f<?rces, tactics, methods, procedures, and 
communications to be employed in providing this support. The supporting commander will 
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advise and coordinate with the supported commander on matters concerning the employment 
and limitations (e.g., logistics) of such support, assist in planning for the integration of such 
support into the supported commander's effort as a whole, and ensure that support requirements 
are appropriately communicated into the supporting commander's organization. 

The supporting commander has the responsibility to ascertain the needs of the supported 
force and take.action to fulfill theiii:within existing capabilities, consistent with priorities and 
requirements of other assigned tasks. 

Related Terms 
supported commander~ supporting plan 

Source Joint Publications 
IP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

SUPPORTING OPERATIONS 

· ·in ~r)hiblous operations, those opem,tions 6ori~~¢i~~·[:b~}·,i8i~~-:g~~;f;~:~~~~'_:; 
.. those assigned to the amphibious task forCe .. .They_ a~:·Q.td~re~fQy·fjigh.~r~~ritY'•;,:· 
· at the request ot the··amphibious .. task torce·:commanC:t$.t,aKcCn.o@l~nyh~t~~y: 
. conducted outside the area for which the amphlbious:taskf<)rce':corrimande'r'i$j,,); 

· · · responsibl~ at the time of their ex~~~io~ ... · .. ·.: ·.::_::''_:i!~·:i]~~l~i~~:~i·~~~ii:][,_~;Ji:·~~t~l~i~~;~'!ff~l~~f:l!~~[>\~,l 
In amphibious operations, supporting operations are those operations conducted by forces 

other than those assigned to the amphibious task force (ATF). They are ordered by higher· 
authority· at the request of the commander, amphibious task force (CATF) and normally are 
conducted outside the area for which the CATF is responsible at the time of their execution. 
Supporting operations conducted in the amphibious objective area (AOA) before or during 
the amphibious operation will be coordinated with the CATF. The CATF exercises authority 
through the commanders of the task organizations, who exercise authority through their 
respective chains of command. Examples of supporting operations are as follows, and are 
depicted in the figure below: 

• Military deception operations conducted to induce favorable enemy actions that contribute 
to the accomplishment of the ATF mission. 

• Isolation of the landing area by the conduct of interdiction operations. 
• Operations desfgned to assist in gaining or maintaining air, ground, or naval superiority 

in the landing area. 
• Air, surface, subsurface, or special operations designed to secure information. 
• Special operations designed to disrupt, delay, or confuse the enemy. 
• Mine countermeasures operations conducted in the vicinity of the intended landing area(s) 

before the establishment of the AOA. 
• Special operations, in and along the beachhead area(s) prior to the establishment of the. 
AOA~ to gather intelligence and/or clear obstacles. 

J Preassault operations are not supporting operations. Preassault operations are conducted 
in the AOA by elements of the ATF before the arrival of the major assault elements. 
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Related Terms 
amphibious operations 

JP 3-02 
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Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Amphibious Operations 
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SUPPORTING PLAN 

i;~~~~f'~~~;~;~a;~: ~:~~s~1~~ijlililllfll!lltfl(~ · 
Suppo~g plans are prepared~ tasked by the supported combatant commanders in support 

of their deliberate plans. They are prepared by supporting combatant commanders, subordinate 
joint force commanders, component commanders, or other agencies. These commanders or 
agencies may, in tum, assign their subordinates the task of preparing additional supporting 
plans. Employment plans normally are the responsibility of the commander who will direct 
the forces when the supported plan is implemented. In many cases, however, the political or 
military situation cannot be clearly forecast, so employment planning may be delayed until 
circumstances require it. In the absence of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff instructions 
to the contrary, ttie combatant commanders responsible for the supported plans will review 
and approve supporting plans. 

Related Terms 
supported commander; supporting commander 

· Source Joint Publications· 
JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

SUPPORTTOINSURGENCY 
. . . ·· · : : >>:::~ {\::?~ii!~:;:~/(~~;~f~~;~;,0.~~~~:~f1rrr;·~:i~}~r~·r1~;f.~11~;~ .sf~~~t~:f; · ·-~··: 

Support provided to an organized ·movement:.:aimecL!itdlle~;;Ov$~1lro ..... ~Jif> .,.~ 

constituted governmentthrough use of subve~io~~~[~~:~~.;~~g~:,~~)1~~~i;~~g~t(:i~~. 
An insurgency is aJJ organized movement aimed at the overthrow of a constituted government 

through the use; of subversion and armed conflict. The US Government may support an 
insurgency against a regime threatening US interests. US forces may provide logistic and 
training support to an insurgency, but normally do not themselves conduct combat operations. 
An example of support to insurgency was US support to the Mujahadin resistance in 
Afghanistan during the Soviet invasion. 

Related Terms 
military operations other than war 

Source Joint Publications. 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

SURPRISE 

The purpose of surprise is to strike the enemy at a time or place or in a manner for which it 
is unprepared. Surprise can help the commander shift the balance of combat power and thus 
achieve success well out of proportion to the effort expended. Factors contributing to surprise 
include speed in decision making, information sharing, and force movement; effective 
intelligence; deception; application of unexpected combat power; operations security; and 
variations in tactics and methods of operation. 

667 



SUSTAINABILITY 

Related Tenns 
principles of war 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

SUSTAINABILITY 

Sustainabilityis a measure of the ability to maintain logistic support to all users throughout 
the theater for the duration of the operation. S ustainability focuses the supporting coriunander 's 
attention on long-term objectives and capabilities of the supported forces. Long-term support 
is the greatest challenge for the logistician, who must not only attain the minimum essential 
materiel levels to initiate combat operations (readiness) but must also sustain those operations. 

Sustaining operations at the strategic and operational levels underwrites agility, extension 
of operations, and freedom of action. Strategic and theater logistics and deployment concepts 
are integral to combat success. These concepts are driven by the plans and orders of joint 
force commanders and supported by the Services, by other supporting commands, and often 
by host-nation support from allies and friends. Logistic standardization (to include deployment 
procedures and equipment interoperabilitywhere practical) will also enhance sustainment of 
joint force operations. 

logistics 

JPl 
JP4-0 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

SUSTAINMENT PLANNING 

Sustainment planning is directed toward providing and maintaining levels of personnel, 
materiel, and consumables required to sustain the planned levels of combat activity for the 
estimated duration and at the desired level of intensity. Sustainment planning is the 
responsibility of the combatant commanders in close coordination with the Services and 
Defense agencies. 

JPS-0 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

SYMMETRICAL AND ASYMMETRICAL ACTIONS 

As shown in the figure below, symmetric engagements are battles between similar forces 
where superior correlation of forces and technological advantage are important to ensure 
victory and minimize losses. Examples of symmetric conflict are land versus land (Meuse­
Argonne in World War I); sea versus sea (the Battle of Jutland in World War I); air versus air 
(the Battle of Britain in World War ll). 

Asymmetric engagements are battles between dissimilar forces. These engagements can 
be extremely lethal, especially if the force being attacked is not ready to defend itself against 
the threat. An example is air versus land (such as the air attack of land targets in the Korean 
War). 
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Other examples are air versus sea (air attack of ships as in the Battle of the Bismarck Sea in 
1943 ); sea and air versus land and air (strike operations and anti air warfare as in the raid on 
Libya in 1986); and land versus air and sea (denial of enemy air and naval bases as when 
Allied ground forces overran German air, missile, and naval bases along the Atlantic coast of 
Europe in 1944). Special operations may function in all these modes. The concept also 
extends to space forces (for example, space-based jamming of terrestrial communications or 
terrestrial attack against an enemy ground space installation). 

Joint operations should also shield the joint force against enemy asymmetric action. 
Protective action and posture, usually including joint offensive action, should be taken to 
defend our forces from potentially effective asymmetric attack. Anti terrorism is one example 
of friendly force protection. In another instance, t~ counter the Iraqi tactical ballistic missile 
threat during Operation DESERT STORM, the combination of space-based warning, 
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antitacticalmissile defenses, friendly force protective measures, and active efforts to destroy 
SCUD launchers provided a full-dimensionaljointshield. 

Both types of engagements support the joint campaign. Symmetric actions are often 
delegated to component commands for planning and execution within the overall framework 
of the campaign. Asymmetric engagements may require greater supervision by the joint 
force headquarters and offer tremendous potential efficiencies. The properly functioning 
joint force is powerful in asymmetric attack, po.sing threats from a variety of directions with 
a broad range of weapon systems to stress the enemy's defenses. The land attack on a submarine 
pen, the sea-launched cruise missile strike or special operations force raid against a key air 
defense radar, the air strike against a vital ground transportation node - such asymmetric 
attacks afford devastating ways to attack or create enemy weaknesses and can avoid casualties 
and save resources. 

Being alert to seizing or creating such opportunities is the business of the joint force as a 
whole, including not only joint force commanders (JFCs) anQ their staffs but their component 
commanders and staffs. "Cross-talk" and cross-fertilization of ideas often produce cheaper, 

· better, and faster solutions to combat problems. 
The key to the most productive integration of these supporting capabilities, and to the joint 

campaign as a whole, is attitude. In years past, the sea was a barrier to the Soldier and a 
highway to the Sailor; the different mediums of air, land, sea, and space were alien to one 
another. To the joint force team, all forms of combat power present advantages for exploitation. 

When required to employ force, JFCs seek combinations of forces and actions to achieve 
concentration in various dimensions, all culminating in attaining the assigned objective(s)in 
the shortest time possible and with minimal casualties. JFCs arrange symmetrical and 
asymmetrical actions to take advantage of friendly strengths and enemy vulnerabilities and 
to preserve freedom of action for future operations. As Joint Pub 1, "Joint Warfare of the 
Armed Forces of the United States," indicates, JFCs are uniquely situated to seize opportunities 
for asymmetrical action and must be especially alert to exploit the tremendous potential 
combat power of such actions. 

Force interaction with regard to enemy forces is another way for JFCs to achieve 
concentration in the various dimensions. The history of joint operations highlights the 
enormous lethality of asymmetrical operations and the great operational sensitivity to such 
threats. Asymmetrical actions that pit joint force strengths against enemy weaknesses and 
maneuver in time and space ·can provide decisive advantage. Asymmetrical operations are 
particularly effective when applied against enemy forces not postured for immediate tactical 
battle but instead operating in more vulnerable aspects - operational deployment and/or 
movement, extended logistic activity (including rest and refitting), or mobilization and training 
(including industrial production). Thus, JFCs aggressively seek opportunities to apply 
asymmetrical force against an enemy in as vulnerable an aspect as possible. There are literally 
dozens of potential modes of attack to be considered as JFCs plan the application of air~ land, 
sea, space, and special operations forces against the various aspects of enemy capabilities. 

JPl 
JP3-0 
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SYNCHRONIZATION 

Synchronizing interdiction and maneuver (both land and sea) provides one of the most 
dynamic concepts available to the joint force, and is shown in the figure below. Interdiction 
and maneuver should not be considered separate operations against a common enemy, but 
rather complementary operations designed to achieve the joint force commander's (JFC's) 
campaign objectives. Moreover, maneuver by land or naval forces can be conducted to 
interdict enemy surface potential. Potential responses to synchronized maneuver and 
interdiction can create an agonizing dilemma for the enemy. If the enemy attempts to counter 
the maneuver, enemy forces can be exposed to unacceptable losses from interdiction. If the 
enemy employs measures to reduce such interdiction losses, enemy forces may not be able to 
counter the maneuver. The synergy achieved by integrating and synchronizing interdiction 
and maneuver assists commanders in optimizing leverage at the operational level. 

As a guiding principle, JFCs should exploit the flexibility inherent in joint force command 
relationships, joint targeting procedures, and other techniques to resolve the issues that can 
arise from the relationship between interdiction and maneuver. When maneuver is employed, 
JFCs need to carefully balance doctrinal imperatives that may be in tension, including the 
needs of the maneuver force and the undesirability of fragmenting theater/joint operations 
area (JOA) air assets. The JFC's objectives, intent, and priorities, reflected in mission 
assignments and coordinating arrangements, enable subordinates to exploit fully the military 
potential of their forces while minimizing the friction generated by competing requirements .. 
Effective targeting procedures in the joint force also alleviate such friction. As an example, 
interdiction requirements will often exceed interdiction means, requiring JFCs to prioritize 
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requirements. Land and naval force commanders responsible for synchronizing maneuver 
and interdiction within their area of operations (AOs) should be knowledgeable of JFC 
priorities. Component commanders aggressively seek the best means to accomplish assigned 
missions. JFCs alleviate this friction through clear statements of intent for theater/JOA-level 
interdiction (that is, interdiction effort conducted relatively independent of surface maneuver 
operations). In doing this, JFCs rely on their vision as to how the major elements of the joint 
force contribute to accomplishing strategic objectives. The campaign concept articulates 

· that vision. JFCs then employ a flexible range of techniques to assist in identifying requirements 
'and applying resources to meet them. JFCs define appropriate command relationships, establish 
effective joint targeting procedures, and make apportionment decisions. 

Interdiction is not limited to any particular region of the joint battle, but generally is conducted 
forward of or at a distance from friendly forces. Interdiction may be planned to create 
advantages at any level from tactical to strategic with corresponding impacts. on the enemy 
and the speed with which interdiction affects front-line enemy forces. Interdiction deep in 
the enemy's rear area can have broad theater strat~gic or operational effects; however, deep 
interdiction normally has a delayed effect on land and naval combat which will be a direct 
concern to the JFC. Interdiction closer to land and naval combat will be of more immediate 
operational and tactical concern to maneuver forces. Thus, JFCs vary the emphasis upon 
interdiction operations and surface maneuvers depending on the strategic and operational 
situation confronting them. JFCs may choose to employ interdiction as a principal means to 
achieve the intended objective (with other components supporting the component leading 
the interdiction effort). 

Where maneuver is part of the JFC's concept, JFCs may synchronize that maneuver and 
interdiction. For the joint force campaign level, JFCs synchronize maneuver and interdiction 
to present the enemy with the dilem~a previously discussed. Indeed, JFCs may employ a 
scheme of maneuver that enhances interdiction operations or vice versa. For instance, actual 
or threatened maneuver can force an enemy to respond by attempting rapid maneuver or 
resupply. These reactions can provide excellent and vulnerable targets for interdiction. 

All commanders should consider how their capabilities and operations can complement 
interdiction in achieving campaign objectives and vice versa. These operations may include 
actions such as deception operations, withdrawals, lateral repositioning, and flanking 
movements that are like I y to cause the enemy to reposition surface forces making them better 
targets for interdiction. 

Likewise, interdiction operations need to conform to and enhance the JFC's scheme of 
maneuver during the campaign. JFCs need to properly integrate maneuver and interdiction 
operations to place the enemy in the operational dilemma of either defending from 
disadvantageous positions or exposing forces to interdiction strikes during ·attempted 
repositioning. 

JFCs are responsible for the conduct of theater/JOA operations. To facilitate these operations, 
JFCs may establish boundaries within the theater/JOAfor the conduct of operations. Within 
the joint force theater of operations. all missions must contribute to the accomplishment of 

· the overall objective. Synchronization of efforts within land or naval AOs is of particular 
importance. . 

Land and navcll commanders are directly concerned with those ~nemy forces and capabilities 
that can affect their near-term operations (current operations and those required to facilitate 
future operations). Accordingly, that part of interdiction with a near-term effect on land and 
naval maneuver normally supports that maneuver to enable the land or naval commander to 
achieve the JFC's objectives. In fact, successful operations may depend on successful 
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interdiction operations, for instance, to isolate the battle or weaken the enemy force before 
battle is fully joined. 

The size, shape, and positioning of land or naval force AOs will be established by JFCs 
based on their concept of operations and the land or naval force commander's requirement 
for depth to maneuver rapidly and to fight at extended ranges. Within these AOs, land and . 
naval operational force commanders are designated the supported commander and are 
responsible for the synchronization of maneuver, fires, and interdiction. To facilitate this 
synchronization, such commanders designate the target priority, effects, and timing of 
interdiction operations within their AOs. 

The supported commander should articulate clearly the vision of maneuver operations to 
those commanders that apply interdiction forces within the supported commander's boundaries 
to attack the designated interdiction targets or objectives. The supported commanders should 
clearly state how they en vision interdiction enabling or enhancing their maneuver operations 
and what they want to accomplish with interdiction (as well as those actions they want to 
avoid, such as the destruction of key transportation nodes or the use of certain munitions in a 
specific area). However, supported commanders should provide supporting commanders as 
much latitude as possible in the .planning and execution of their operations. 

Once they understand what the supported commanders want to accomplish and what they 
want to avoid, interdiction-capable commanders can nonnally plan and execute their operations 
with only that coordination required with supported commanders. 

Joint force operations in maritime areas often require a higher degree of coordination among 
commanders because of the highly specialized nature of some naval operations, such as 
submarine and mine warfare. This type of coordination requires that the interdiction-capable 
commander maintain communication with the naval commander. As in all operations, lack 
of close coordination among commanders in naval operating areas can result in fratricide and 
failedmissions,especiallyin those areas adjacent to naval forces. The same principle applies 
concerning joint force air component mining operations in areas where land or naval forces 
may maneuver. 

Interdiction target priorities within the land or naval force boundaries are considered along 
with theater/JOA-wide interdiction priorities by JFCs and reflected in the apportionment 
decision. The joint force air component commander will use these priorities to plan and 
execute the theater/JOA-wideinterdictioneffort. 

JFCs need to pay particular attention to, and give priority to, activities impinging on and 
supporting the maneuver of all forces. In addition to normal target nomination procedures, 
JFCs establish procedures through which land or naval force commanders can specifically 
identify those interdiction targets they are unable to strike with organic assets within their 
boundaries that could affect planned or ongoing maneuver. These targets may be identified, 
individually or by category, specified geographically, and/or tied to desired effects and time 
periods. The purpose of these procedures is to afford added visibility to, and allow JFCs to 
give priority to, targets directly affecting planned maneuver by land or naval forces. 

Related Terms 
interdiction; maneuver 

JP3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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SYNERGY 

Synergy results when the elements of the joint force are so effectively employed that their 
total military impact exceeds the sum of their individual contributions. Synergy is reinforced 
when operations are integrated and extended throughout the theater, including rear areas. 
The full dimensional joint campaign is in major respects "non-linear." That is, the dominant 
effects of air, sea, space, and special operations may be felt more or less independently of the 
front line of ground troops. The impact of these operations on land battles, interacting with 
the modem dynamics ~f land combat itself, helps obtain the required fluidity, breadth, and 
depth of operations. In the same way,land operations can provide or protect critical bases for 
air, land, sea, and space operations and enable these operations to be supported and extended 
throughout the theater. (See figure below.) 

Joi~t force commanders (JFCs) employ air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces 
in a wide variety of operations in war and in operations other than war. JFCs not only attack 
the enemy's physical capabilities but also the enemy's morale and will. 
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When required to employ force, JFCs seek combinations of forces and actions to achieve 
concentration in various dimensions, all culminating in attaining the assigned objective( s) in 
the shortest time possible and with minimal casualties. JFCs arrange symmetrical and 
asymmetrical actions to take advantage of friendly strengths .and enemy vulnerabilities and 
to preserve freedom of action for future operations. Engagements with the enemy may be 
thought of as symmetrical, if our force and the enemy force are similar (for example, land 
versus land) or asymmetric, if forces are dissimilar (for example, air versus sea, sea versus 
land). As Joint Pub 1, "Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States," indicates, 
JFCs are uniquely situated to seize opportunities for asymmetrical action and must be especially 
alert to exploit the tremendous potential combat power of such actions. 

It is difficult to view the contributions of air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces 
in isolation. Each may be critical to the success of the joint force, and each has certain unique 
capabilities that cannot be duplicated by other types of forces. Given the appropriate 
circumstances, any dimension of combat power can be dominant- and even decisive- in 
certain aspects of an operation or phase of a campaign, and each force can support or be 
supported by qther forces. The contributions of these forces will vary over time with the 
nature of the threat and other strategic, operational, and tactical circumstances. The challenge 
for supported JFCs is to integrate and synchronize the wide range of capabilities at their 
disposal into full dimensional operations against the enemy. 

The synergy achieved by synchronizing the actions of air, land, sea, space, and special . 
operations forces in joint operations and in multiple dimensions enables JFCs ~o project 
focused capabilities that present no seams or vulnerabilities to an enemy to exploit. JFCs are 
especially suited to develop and project joint synergy given the multiple unique and 
complementary capabilities available only within joint forces. 

The synergy of the joint force depends in large part on a shared understanding of the 
operational situation. JFCs integrate and synchronize operations in a manner that applies 
force from different dimensions to shock, disrupt. and defeat opponents. The JFC's vision of 
how operations will be conducted includes not only how to arrange operations but also a 

. clear understanding of the desired end state. 

operational art 
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Related Tenns 
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Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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TACTICAL CONTROL 

11il1itl~~:~~f!llllfllll(tilf' 
:::..·controL.: Tactical control may be delegated to/ah~ ex~rcised. ·~~;·a.~y.:laV.~f~t\Q(. 
:.:. ··. belo~ the level of oo~bat~nt com,!!la~~:.: :t'~?:,~ll~-~::2-~?:~~:::· ~~~·;\i;l~:i;.':.,P~·:1:~g~,:,: 

Tactical control (TACON) is the command authority over assigned or attached forces or 
commands, or military capability or forces made available for tasking, that is limited to the 
detailed and usually local direction and control of movements or maneuvers necessary to 
accomplish assigned missions or tasks. TACON rriay be delegated to and exercised by 
commanders at any echelon at or below the level of combatant command. TACON is inherent 
in operational control. 

TACON provides the authority to give direction for military operations and control 
designated forces (e.g., ground forces, aircraft sorties, missile launches, or satellite payload 
management). TACON provides sufficient authority for controlling and directing the 
application of force or tactical use of combat support assets. TACON does not provide 
organizational authority or authoritativedirection for administrativeand logistic support; the 
commander of the parent unit continues to exercise these authorities unless otherwise specified 
in the establishing directive. 

TACON is typically exercised by functional component commanders over military capability 
or forces made available to the functional component for tasking. 

Related Terms · 
combatant command; combatant command (command authority); operational control 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Fe>rces (UNAAF) 

TACTICAL LEVEL OF WAR 

The level of war at which battles and engagem~rit~~i~::~i,~~~~4}~~~~~#;~~ijtfJ 
to accomplish military objectives assigned to tactical·unitS or.ta5k:~6.fdEts~··:f6.~~iesR? 

~:~~~~~~~~::~:~~=;~:::~:~~iil1~iJII~ 
Tactics is the employment of units in combat. It includes the ordered arrangement and 

maneuver of units in relation to each other and/or to the enemy in order to use their full 
potential. An engagement is normally short in duration and fought between small forces, 
such as individual aircraft in air-to-air combat. Engagements include a wide variety of actions · 
between opposing forces in the air, on and under the sea, or on land. A battle consists of a set· 
of related engagements. Battles typically last longer; involve larger forces such as fleets, 
armies, and air forces; and could affect the course of a campaign. 
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Related Terms 
operational level of war; strategic level of war 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

TACTICAL WARNING 

· ?~ii~,;·)Jw~fu)h:~'~ri~/iri.ni~ticiri·~f a th~~~i~:rii~bcir~~&~~T.~-~~~~~~~~~~~~Jir!~~~~~~if~~t:i,;~:· 
:.of.iriformation from all available sources~ 2~ In satellite''ancfmi$Sile:s~:rveiflartce~:(··:;: 

Geographic combatant commanders are responsible for establishing theater event reporting 
systems to acquire, process, and disseminate warning information to joint force components 
and population centers. They are also responsible for implementing tactical event system 
architectures into local operations and intelligence nets. Component commanders are 
responsible for providing warning to assigned forces. Tactical warning triggers passive defense 
actions. Warnings are both general (that missile launches are imminent or have occurred) and 
specific (that specific units or areas of the battlefield or theater are.in danger of attack). The 
geographic combatant commanders' tactical warning requirements are supported by national 
and theater intelligence systems. 

JP 3-01.5 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Missile Defense 

TANKER AIRLIFT CONTROL ELEMENT 

A mobile command and control organization de.ploy~d)o ···'·····P,· 1P(:).[!~Ilf~1:~ii¢::~nftil~t; 
theater air mobility operations at fixed, en route, ~~n~d~· ·.~·~· ·~~i~~~i~~~ii air mobility operational support is nonexistent ~r .. • . . . 
Control Element provides on-sne management of air·· . · . 

· ·to include command and control, communications ; : · 
maintenance, security, transportation, weather,· inteim.,_.l.E ·mae; 
functions, as necessary. The Tanker Airlift · 
mission support elements from various units an~ 

. contingency, and emergency relief operations.. 
basis. Also called TALC E. · · 

.::'::::\&}:@i:2@::n:~tt.5M: 

Tanker Airlift Control Elements (TALCEs) are mobile command and control units deployed 
to support strategic and theater air mobility operations. When deployed specifically to support 
theater air mobility operations, TALCEs should be attached to the command of a ge~graphic 
combatant commander as an element of the Theater Air Control System. Tanker/ Airlift Control 
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Center decisions to position TALCE assets will be.based upon strategic and theater mobility 
support requirements. It is a theater responsibility to identify requirements for such support. 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

TARGET DEVELOPMENT 

The target development portion of the targeting process is the systematic evaluation of 
pOtential target systems and their components to determine which elements of the target 
system(s) military action should, or could, be taken against to achieve the given objectives. 
All sources of intelligence are reviewed and potential target systems and components are 
selected for consideration. Potential targeted systems and their components are then analyzed 
for their military, economic, and political importance; priority of attack; and weapon systems 
required to determine the required level of disruption, destruction, neutralization, or 
exploitation. 

Targeteers must identify key target systems that are relevant to objectives and guidance 
and suitable for disruption, degradation, neutralization, or destruction. To accomplish this 
task, targeteers must understand target system characteristics, target linkage, and 
interdependence. In addition, targeteers must identify critical nodes, prepare preliminary 
documentation, validate the target, identify recommended aim points for attack, and develop 
a potential prioritized target list. This list is then used for weaponeering assessment. 

Targeted systems have a number of characteristics. First, a targeted system is oriented 
toward a goal, objective, or purpose that is achieved through the system 'scomponents. These 
components are interdependent; a change in one causes a change in one or more of the other 
components. Second, each targeted system is a component of another more inclusive system. 

Target linkage is the connection between targets performing identical, similar, or 
complementary activities or functions. Target interdependence is the mutual relationships 
among targets where the activity of one is contingent, influenced, controlled, or determined 
by another. 

Targeted system activities are those actions or functions _performed by target system 
components in pursuit of system goals. This is the area where targeteers should focus their 
efforts. Once enemy activities that must be modified or defeated have been identified, targeteers 
can identify key activities of the targeted system or components that should be attacked, 
degraded, or exploited to produce the desired effect. 

Target development focuses on identifying critical nodes withiiJ key target systems that 
will satisfy targeting objectives and conform to joint force commander (JFC) guidance .. Critical 
nodes are points within a targeted system that will produce a cascading destructive, disruptive, 
or crippling effect on the targeted system. · 

Preliminary documentation includes identification of prohibited targets, incorporation of 
targe,ts directed by higher headquarters, verification of targets recommended by components 
or other agencies, and identification of targets suitable for attack by specialized systems. 

Targets are validated by evaluating and approving candidate targets. Certain questions 
need to be considered during this portion of the target development process: Does the taigeting 
process meet JFC objectives and guidance received? Does the target contribute to the enemy's 
capability and will to wage war? Is the target significant, operationally, or politically sensitive? 
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What psychological impact will operations against the target have on the enemy? Have all 
applicable laws of armed conflict or rules of engagement been considered? 

The end product of the target development process is an unconstrained prioritized list of 
potential targets. It reflects relative importance of targets to the enemy's ability to wage war. 
This list is the basis for the weaponeering assessment phase. 

JP 3-55 

TARGETING 

·Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Reconnaissance, Surveillance, and Target Acquisition (RSTA) 
Support for Joint Operations 

: · : : - . < .. · -: -~ .;·:: · -: ·:· · · · · . · · ·· -; -~ · :-:-:.- .. :··· - ·: :- · .: ·:··~:::q:~~;·:~.:tff:~::r~~i~F~:::~~it~~;~r~rf:::~~:~~:i~~~~~R~:::~~~w~~~fft~JJ?·:·t~~n~i~:.;~;~~~\ 
· , 1. .~ The process of selecting targets and matching.t~e·,.a,pprqpti.~t~.'t~~p,9nse:tct~f:,~ 

Targeting is the process of selecting targets and matching the appropriate response to them 
taking account of operational requirements and capabilities. As with all actions of the joint 
force, targeting and attack functions are accomplished in accordance with international law, 
the law of war, and international agreements and conventions, as well as rules of engagement 
approved by the National Command Authorities (NCA) for the particular operation. Military 
commanders, planners, and legal experts must consider the desired end state and political 
aims when making targeting decisions. 

Targeting occurs at all levels of command within a joint force and is performed at all levels 
· by forces capable of delivering fires or attacking targets with both lethal and nonlethal disruptive 
and destructive means. Targeting is complicated by the requirement to deconflictduplicative 
targeting by different forces or different echelons within the same force and to synchronize 
the attack of those targets with other dimensions of the joint force. 

Joint force commanders (JFCs) establish broad planning objectives and guidance for attack 
of enemy strategic and operational centers of gravity and interdiction of enemy forces as an 
integral part of joint campaigns and major operations. With the advice of subordinate 
commanders, JFCs set priorities, provide targeting guidance, and determine the weight of 
effort to be provided to various operations. Subordinate commanders recommend to JFCs 
how to use their combat power more effectively to achieve the objective. Weight of effort for 
any aspect of joint targeting, for instance, may be expressed in terms of percentage of total 
available resources; by assigning priorities for resources used with respect to the other aspects 
of the theater campaign or operation; or as otherwise determined by the JFC. · 

The targeting process is cyclic. (See figure below.) It begin~ with guidance and priorities 
issued by the NCA, JFCs, or headquarters senior to JFCs and continues with identification of 
requirements by components, the prioritization of these requirements, the acquisition of targets 
or target sets, the attack of targets by components, the assessment of the effects of those 
missions by both components and JFCs, and continuing guidance from JFCs on future fires 
or attack of targets. 

680 The Joint Doctrine Encyclopedia 



TARGETING 

Targeting mechanisms should exist at multiple levels. Joint force components identify 
requirements, nominate targets that are outside their boundaries or exceed the capabilities of 

. organic and supporting assets (based on JFC's apportionment and subapportionment decisions), 
and conduct execution planning. After the JFC makes the targeting and apportionment 
decisions, components plan and execute assigned missions. 

Targeting mechanisms should ~xist at multiple levels. The NCA or headquarters senior to 
JFCs may provide guidance, priorities, and targeting support to JFCs. Joint force components 
identify requirements, nominate targets that are outside their area of operations or exceed the 
capabilities of organic and supporting assets (based on the JFC's air apportionment decision), 
and conduct execution planning. After the JFC makes the targeting and air apportionment 
decisions, components plan and execute assigned missions. 

The JFC may establish and task an organization within the JFC staff to accomplish these 
broad targeting oversight functions or may delegate the responsibility to a subordinate 
commander (e.g., jo~t force air component commander (JFACC)). Typically, the JFC organizes 
a Joint Targeting Coordination Board (JTCB ). If the JFC so designates, a JTCB may be an 
integrating center to accomplish the broad targeting oversight functions, or a JFC-level review 
mechanism. In either case, it needs to be a joint activity comprised of representatives from 
the staff, all components, and if required, their subordinate units. · 

The JFC defines the role of the JTCB. Typically, the JTCB reviews targeting information, 
develops targeting guidance and priorities, and may prepare and refine joint target lists. The 
JTCB must also maintain a complete listof restricted targets and areas where special operations 
forces are operating to avoid endangering current or future operations. 
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The JTCB may assist the JFC in developing or revising the targeting guidance and/or 
priorities. The JTCB maintains a macro-level view of the area of responsibility/jointoperations 
area and ensures targeting nominations are consistent with the JFC's campaign plan. 

The JFC will normally delegate the authority to conduct execution planning, coordination, 
and deconfliction associated with joint air targeting to the JFACC/JFC staff and will ensure 
that this process is a joint effort. The JFACC/JFC staff must possess a sufficient command 
and control infrastructure, adequate facilities, and ready availability of joint planning expertise. 
A targeting mechanism, tasked with detailed planning, weaponeering, and execution, is also 
required at the component level to facilitate the process. 

Related Terms 
Joint Targeting Coordination Board 

JP3-0 
JP 3-56.1 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 

TARGET SYSTEM ANALYSIS 

Target system analysis is a systematic approach to determine enemy vulnerabilities and 
weaknesses to be exploited. It determines what effects will be achieved against target systems 
and their activities. A target analysis must review the systems and their interactions between 
components and elements of a target system to determine how the system works and, 
subsequently, how to attack that system so it beco~es inoperable. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-05.5 Joint Special Operations Targeting and Mission Planning Procedures 

TECHNOLOGY AS A FORCE MULTIPLIER 

In the post-Cold War era, US military forces are tasked with a wide variety of missions, 
from disaster relief to peacekeeping to fighting a major regional conflict. Historically, the US 

· military has relied on technology as a force multiplier to accomplish assigned missions as 
efficiently as possible while preserving human life and limiting the destruction of property. 
The use of sophisticated information technologies as a force multiplier is the latest example 
of this trend. 
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The Defense Information Infrastructure links 
mission support and intelligence 

infrastructures and puts vital information at 
DOD user's work stations. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 

TERMINATION 

JP 3-13.1 Joint Doctrine for Command and Control Warfare (C2W) 

TERMINATION 

General. Properly conceived conflict termination criteria are key to ensuring that victories 
achieved with military force endure. To facilitate conception of effective termination criteria, 
US forces must be dominant in the final stages of an armed conflict by achieving the leverage 
sufficient to impose a lasting solution. Because the nature of the termination will shape the 
futures of the contesting nations, it is fundamentally important to understand that conflict 
termination is an essential link between national security strategy, National Military Strategy, 
and posthostility aims -the desired outcome. This principle holds true for both war and 
military operations other than war. (See figure below.) 

Political Considerations. There are two general means for obtaining objectives by force. 
The first seeks domination or overthrow of the opponent's military strength and political 
policy- an imposed settlement. The second seeks concession through coordinated military 
and negotiating actions. War is an instrument of policy. Negotiating power in armed conflict 
springs from two sources: military success and military potential. Military success provides 
military, geographic, political, psychological, or economic advantage and the quid pro quo 
for negotiations. Military potential establishes the threat of further advantage accruing to the 
possessor, which forces the opposing nation to consider a negotiated conclusion. Negotiating 
an advantageous conclusion to conflict requires time and power and the demonstrated will to 
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TERMINATION 

. POLITICAL CONS~DERATIONS 
Seeks domination or overthrow of the opponent•s military strength 
and politica; policy an imposed settlement; seeks concession 
through coordinated military and negotiating actions. 

MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS 
Military strategic advice to political authorities regarding national 
military objectives for termination should include estimates of 
military feasibility, adequacy, and acceptability and estimates of the 
time, costs, and military forces required to achieve the objectives. 

WHEN TO TERMINATE 
Knowing when to terminate military operations and how to preserve 
achieved advantages is a component of strategy and operational art. 

WAR TERMINATION 
Terminating a global war involving the use of large numbers of 
weapons of mass destruction on both sides and the degradation or 
destruction of their central means of control could be vastly more 
difficult than ending a theater or regional nuclear conflict involving 
the relatively constrained use of a limited number of nuclear 
weapons. 

TERMINATION STRATEGY 
United States nuclear forces, supporting command, control, 

· communications, computer, and intelligence systems, and 
employment planning must provide the capability to deny enemy war 
aims, even in a conflict of indefinite duration. 

TERMINATION OF OPERATIONS 

·The manner in which United States forces terminate their 
involvement may influence the perception of the legitimacy of the 
entire operation, and application of this principle of military 
operation other than war requires careful planning. 

use both. In addition to imposed and negotiated termination, there is an armistice or truce, 
which is a negotiated intermission in hostilities, not a peace. In effect, it is a device to buy 
time pending negotiation of a permanent settlement or resumption of hostilities. A nation 
needs to consider the advantages accruing to a truce and the prospects for its supervision. 

Even when pursuing an imposed termination, the government requires some means of 
communication with the opponent(s). Declarations of intentions, requirements, and minor 
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Coalition commanders communicate war terminating conditions to Iraq 
military leadership during Operation DESERT STORM 

concessions may speed conflict termination, as the enemy considers the advantages of early 
termination versus extended resistance in the light of fading leverage. 

The issue of conflict termination centers on national will and freedom of action. Once the 
opponent's strategic aim shifts from maintaining or extending gains to reducing losses, the 
possibilities for negotiating an advantageous termination improve. Military, economic, 
diplomatic, and informational effort need to be coordinated toward causing that shift and, 
once made, toward exploiting it. Conflict termination should be considered from the outset 
of planning and should be refined as the conflict moves toward advantageous termination. 

Military Considerations. In its strategic context, military victory is measured in the 
achievement of the overall political aim and associated termination objectives. Operational 
and tactical victory is measured by its contribution to strategic success. Military objectives 
may differ significantly for a negotiated settlement than for an imposed one. Military strategic 
advice to political authorities regarding national military objectives for termination should 
include estimates of military feasibility, adequacy, and acceptability and estimates of the 
time, costs, and military forces required to achieve the objectives. Implementing military 
commanders need to understand the overall political aim and military objectives for termination 
and should request clarification from higher authority. in the absence of the political authorities. 

Another military consideration is the follow up political exploitation of completed military 
action and the mili~ role in the transition to peace. This exploitation includes matters such 
as military government, civil affairs, and humanitarian assistance and requires early planning 
and coordination both at the national level and in theater among diplomatic, military, and 
political leadership. 

When to Terminate. Knowing when to terminate military operations and how to preserve 
achieved advantages is a component of strategy and operational art. Before forces are 
committed, JFCs must know how the National Command Authorities (NCA) intend to 
terminate the operation and ensure its outcomes endure, and then determine how to implement 
that strategic design at the operational level. In war, termination design is driven in part by 
the nature of the war itself. Wars over territorial disputes or economic advantage tend to be 
interest-basedand lend themselves to negotiation, persuasion, and coercion. Wars fought in 
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the name of ideology, ethnicity, or religious or cultural primacy tend to be value-based and 
reflect demands that are seldom negotiable. Often, wars are a result of both value and interest­
based differences. 

The underlying causes of a· particular war - such as cultural, religious, territorial, or 
hegemonic- must influence the understanding of conditions necessary for termination of 
hostilities and resolution of conflict. Ideally, national and allied or coalition decision makers 
will seek the advice of senior military leaders concerning how and when to end combat 
operations. Passing the lead from the military to other agencies to achieve final strategic 
aims following conflict usually requires the participation of JFCs. · 

Military operations typically conclude with attainment of the strategic ends for which the 
NCA committed forces. In some cases, these aims will be military strategic aims that, once 
achieved, allow transition to other instruments of national power and agencies as the means 
to achieve broader aims. World War II and the transition from the end of the war to other 
means to achieve a free and independent Europe is an example. 

Commanders strive to end combat operations on terms favorable to the US and its allies or 
coalition partners. The basic element of this goal is gaining control over the enemy in the . 
final stages of combat. When friendly forces can freely impose their will on the enemy, the 
opponent may have to accept defeat, terminate active hostilities, or revert to other types of 
conflict such as geopolitical actions or guerrilla warfare. Nonetheless, a hasty or ill-designed 

. end to the operation may bring with it the possibility that related disputes will arise, leading 
to further conflict. There is a delicate balance between the desire for quick victory and 
termination on truly favorable terms. 

JFCs and their subordinate commanders consider the conditions necessary to bring 
operations to a favorable end. They translate political aims into strategy and operational 
design. They provide decision makers with critical information on enemy intent, objectives, 
strategy, and chances of success in obtaining desired goals. JFCs and subordinate commanders 
consider the nature and type of conflict, the objective of military force, the plans and operations 
that will most affect the enemy's judgment of cost and risk and the impact on alliance and 
coalition warfare. 

If the conditions have been properly set and met for ending the conflict, the necessary 
leverage should exist to prevent the enemy from renewing hostilities. Moreover, the strategic 
aims for which the US fought should be secured by the leverage that US and multinational 
forces gained and can maintain. Wars are fought for political aims. Wars are only successful 
when political aims are achieved and these aims endure. 

A period of postconflict activities exists from the immediate end of the conflict to the 
redeployment of the last US Service member. A variety of operations other than war occur 
during this period. These operations inv.olve all instruments of national power and include 
those actions that ensure political objectives are achieved and sustained. Part of this effort 
may be to ensure the threat (military and/or political) does not resurrect itself. The effort 
focuses on ensuring that the results achieved endure and the conditions that resulted in the 
conflict do not recur. 

Even as· forces transition from combat operations to postconflict activities, requirements 
for humanitarian assistance will emerge. Working with DepartmentofDefense and other US 
Government agencies, as well as nongovernmental organizations, JFCs prepare to meet the 
requirementsofhumanitarian support, including the provisioning of food and shelter and the 
protection of various groups against the depredations of opposing groups. 

During postconflictoperations,JFCs may transfer control to other authorities and redeploy 
forces. JFCs should identify postconflictrequirementsas early as possible so as to facilitate 
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transition and to permit the simultaneousredeploymentofforces no longer required. 
War Tennination. The fundamental differences between a potential nuclear war and 

previous military conflicts involve the speed, scope, and degree of destruction inherent in 
nuclear weapons employment, as well as the uncertainty of negotiating opportunities and 
enduring control over military forces. Depending on the scope and intensity of a nuclear war, 
how and under what conditions it is brought to a conclusion may be very different from 
previous wars. Terminating a global war involving the use of large numbers of weapons of 
mass des~ction (WMD) on both sides and the degradation or destruction of their central 
means of control could be vastly more difficult than ending a theater or regional nuclear 
conflict involving the relatively constrained use of a limited number of nuclear weapons. In 
the latter case, war-termination strategies may more readily lead to a cessation of hostilities, 
assuming that the belligerents' interests in war termination are mutual. 

Termination Strategy. The objective of termination strategy should be to end a conflict at 
the lowest level of destruction possible, consistent with national objectives. However, there 
can be no assurances that a conflict involving WMD could be controllable or would be·of 
short duration .. Nor are negotiations opportunities and the capacity for enduring control over 
military forces clear. Therefore, US nuclear forces, supporting command control, 
communications, computer, and intelligence systems (e.g., sensors, communications, command 
facilities), and employment planning must provide the capability to deny enemy war aims, 
even in a conflict of indefinite duration. 

Reserve Forces. Adequate nuclear reserve forces reduce opportunities for another nation 
to dominate or coerce behavior before, during, or after the use ofWMD. Such forces provide 
the US with the capability to continue to deny enemy war aims, influence other nations, and 
exert leverage for war termination. 

Military Operations Other Than War. As in war, 'lnilitary operations other than war 
(MOOTW) operational planning includes actions to be taken as soon as the operation is 
complete. These actions depend on the specific operation and may include the items listed in 
figure below. The manner in which US forces terminatetheirinvolvementmay influence the 

. perception of the legitimacy of the entire operation, and application of this principle of 
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MOOTW requires careful planning for this phase. Additionally, proper accountability of 
funds and equipment facilitates disbursement of funds and reimbursements any outstanding 
claims. 

Planners should schedule redeployment of specific units as soon as possible after their part 
in the operation has been completed. This is critical for maintaining readiness for future 
operations in either the primary role of fighting the nation's wars or deploying for subsequent 
MOOTW. Forces that have been performing noncombat types of MOOTW, such as 
peacekeeping operations, may be degraded in combat proficiency. If the MOOTW tasks are 
significantly different from their combat tasks, forces may require proficiency training prior 
to being deployed as warfighters. 

Pub 3-0 
Pub 3-07 

TERRORISM 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

General. Acts of terrorism span the globe and are an inescapable element across the range 
of militarY operations. Each joint force commander (JFC) must institute continuous and 
aggressive programs to combat terrorism in his area of responsibility/jointoperations area. 
These include use of psychological operations support to develop operations that encourage 
international acceptance of US actions. 

Response to Terrorism. Responses to terrorism can occur with either of the two measures 
summarized in the figure below and discussed in the text following. 

Antiterrorism (Defensive Measures). The basis of this program includes the collection, 
analysis, and dissemination of timely threat information, the conduct of threat awareness 
programs, and the implementation of sound defensive programs. The joint rear area coordinator 
(JRAC) and component commanders ensure that these measures are incorporated into security 
operations. Counterintelligence serves as the main source for collection, analysis, and 
dissemination of antiterrorism information for the JRAC. 

Counterterrorism (Offensive Measures). The responsive phase of combatting terrorism is 
based on extensive preparations and planning, as well as response measures that can include 
preemptive, retaliatory, and rescue operations. The type forces and command and control 
structure used depend on the location, type of incident, and degree of force required. The 
JRAC and area commanders support counterterrorism operations within force capabilities. 
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Related Terms 
antiterrorism; combatting terrorism; counterterrorism 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-10 Doctrine for Joint Rear Area Operations 

THEATER AIR CONT~OL SYSTEM 

The organization and equipment necessary to plan, dir~ci.·:~~~;;~~~?(~IJ~h~~~~f:_::::, 
air operations between Services .. It is composed·ofccmtr9F~Q8.h¢.ies;~nd:'; 
communications-electronics facilities which provide th~. meansl.t()r/centrailzedh. 

control and decentralized execution of missions~ ·. , :> _: ; .. :.:r,::·',:;:i~~'Ijt[il~~:~\;i~z:.j};~~~.~:,· 
The Theater Air Control System (TACS). 
Air Operations Center (USAF) (AOC). The AOC serves as the central node of the Air 

Force command and control system called the TACS. The TACS, which also comprises the 
Air Force element of the Army/ Air Force Air-Ground Operations System, consists of fixed­
and mobile-units and facilities that provide the AOC with the information and communications 
required to monitor the ongoing air operation and control Air Force aircraft in theater air 
operations. The broad organization and functions of these units and facilities are discussed 
here in their relationship to theater airlift. 
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Control and Reporting Center (CRC). Directly subordinate to the AOC and charged with 
broad air defense, surveillance, and control functions, the CRC provides the means to flight­
follow, direct, and coordinate the support and defense of theater airlift aircraft and formations 
operating in the area of operations. 

Tactical Air Contro~ Party (TACP). TACPs consist of Air Force personnel equipped and 
trained to assist US ground commanders to plan and request tactical air support, including 
theater airlift. 

Wing Operations Center (WOC). As the command and control facility of Air Force wings, 
WOCs provide control and communications facilities to link wing commanders to the AOC 
and enable them to command their forces. To facilitate joint operations, Army Ground Liaison · 
Officers or other component representatives may be assigned to a WOC. 

Tanker Airlift Control Element (TALCE). TALCEs are mobile command and control 
units deployed to support strategic and theater air mobility operations. When deployed 
specifically to support theater air mobility operations, TALCEs should be attached to the 
command of a geographic combatant commander as an element of the TACS. Tanker airlift 
control center (USAF) (TACC) decisions to position TALCE assets will be based upon strategic 
and theater mobility support requirements. It is a theater responsibility to identify requirements 
for such support. 

Mission Support Team (MSn. Smaller than TALCEs, MSTs perform similar functions at 
locations where airlift command and control otherwise would not exist. 

Combat Control Team (CCn. CCTs are small, task-organized teams of Air Force parachute 
and combat diver-qualified personnel, trained and equipped to quickly establish and control 
drop, landing, and extraction zone air traffic in austere or hostile conditions. These teams 
survey and establish terminal airheads as well as provide guidance to aircraft for airlift 
operations. They provide command and control and conduct reconnaissance, surveillance, 
and survey assessments of potential airfields or assault zones and perform limited weather 
observation and removal of obstacles or unexploded ordinance with demolitions. 

Theater Airlift Liaison Officers (TALOs). TALOs are rated airlift officers aligned under 
TACPs supporting the Army at corps, division, and separate brigade or regiment levels .. Air 
Mobility Command (AMC) liaison officers (LNOs) are normally assigned to a Marine 
expeditionary force. The AMC LNOs perform similar functions as the TALOs, but are not 
designated as TALOs. T ALOs ad vise ground commanders on the capabilities and limitations 
of airlift, and assist in planning, requesting, and using airlift resources. 

Airborne Elements. As airborne command and control nodes of the TACS, the airborne 
battlefield command and control center and the Airborne Warning and Control System may 
perform AOC functions in support oftheaterairliftoperations. This may occur either early in 
a campaign (before the regular AOC is established) or during operations conducted in the 
presence of enemy air and ground threats. 

Director of Mobility Forces (DIRMOBFOR). A DIRMOBFOR may be established to 
assist in the coordination of airlift issues within the theater. The DIRMOBFOR will normally 
be a senior officer who is familiar with the area of responsibility or joint operations area and 
has an extensive background in airlift operations. The DIRMOBFOR may be sourced from 
the theater's organizations, or nominated by US Transportation Command, or United States 
Atlantic Command. When established, the DIRMOBFOR serves as the designated agent of 
the joint force air component commander or air force component commander for all airlift 
issues. The DIRMOBFORexercises coordinating authority between the airlift control center, 
air mobility element (AME) (or TACC if no AME is deployed), joint movementce~ter, and 
the joint air operations center in order to expedite the resolution of any airlift problems. 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

THEATER AIRLIFT 

THEATER AIRLIFT 

·!i::i~lS~l~~;~f~~t~~~~!llilill~! 
::. · inCluding those engaged in combat operation~.~t() ri:i~~~,$~ifi¢.~~t~(9Qj~~Eis t\: 

8,nCi requi~ements.. .. . . . ·. · · · · · • : · · . , ·, ·: :r!;[~;,J~~r~;~~t.!t~J:~-~:~:~,;£[·J·~::~~~[fJ.[i·~,~}1~·~;,~~!f~[~e~~l\Jj 
Categories of Theater Airlift. Theater airlift operations are categorized in different ways 

for different purposes and are shown in the first figure below. 
Missions. Theater airlift is usually divided between channel and special assignment airlift 

missions (SAAMs). Channel missions provide common-user general airlift service, usually 
·on relative I y fixed schedules and route structures, over an extended period of time. However, 
channel missions can also be event driven, i.e., based on mission requirements to move cargo 
or personnel outside of the established schedule. SAAMs provide dedicated airlift for specific 

. requirements, usually at times, places, and in load configurations requested by a specific user. 
SAAM operations may involve any level of activity, from a single aircraft sortie to operations 
involving large formations or many sorties over extended periods of time. 

Scheduling. For scheduling purposes, theater airlift is conducted on either a recurrent or 
surge basis. Recurrent operations establish a scheduled flow of individual aircraft to make 
the most of available aircraft and ground support assets. However, such operations require 
low-threaten viroriments because they often involve aircraft flying predictable schedules and 
route structures, making them relatively easy to detect and attack. For other than low-threat 
environments, surge operations maximize the ability of air defense forces to protect airlift 
assets because they usually reduce movements in time and spac·e, and thereby.reduce their 
·vulnerability to detection and attack. Surge operations may disrupt the efficiency of the 
overall theater airlift system. Aircraft already loaded and serviced may wait unproductively 
on the ground, for example, until all the aircraft in the surge are ready for the mission. 

Movement Planning. For movement planning purposes, theater airlift aircraft are either 
administrative- or combat-loaded. Administrative-loading gives primary consideration to 
achieving maximum use of aircraft passenger and cargo capacities, without regard to ground 
force tactical considerations. Administrative-loadedmateriel usually requires unloading and 
sorting before it is used. Combat-loading arranges personnel and materiel to arrive at their 
intended destina.tion in an order and condition so that they are ready for immediate use. 
Administrative-loading maximizes the use of the volumes and weight capacities of airlift 
aircraft, their allowable cabin load (ACL). while combat-loading maximizes the combat 
readiness of the organizations and equipment being moved. 
· Theater Airlift Missions Basic Tasks. For operational planning purposes, most theater 

airlift missions perform one of six basic tasks, as shown in the second figure below and then 
discussed: deployment. employment. routine sustainment. combat sustainment. redeployment. 
or force extraction. Each of these tasks is different and has specific applications to distinct 
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phases of a campaign or operation. This categorization is useful because it relates directly to 
the problem of maximizing theater airlift support to immediate requirements, while .also 
maximizing its contribution to the long-term requirements of the theater campaign. 

Deployment Deployment theater airlift operations involve the administrative or combat 
movement of personnel, units, and materiel into or·within an area of responsibility(AOR) or 
joint operations area (JOA) before they engage in operations. Ideally, deployment airlift 
should operate in a low-threat environment. They can operate in higher threat environments, 
but their tactics, escort requirements, and objective area support requirements could reduce 
the throughput of the overall theater airlift system and individual aircraft cargo capacity. 
Backhaul airlift- the efficient rearward movement of personnel, intelligence materials, 
mail, reparable items, and other materiel could be an important planning consideration, even 
at the start of a deployment operation. 

Employment. Employment theater airlift operations inv.olve the combat movement of 
units as an integral part of their operations. Usually, employment airlift moves combat­
loaded units to maximize their readiness for immediate combat operations. Given the 
assumption of immediate combat, user requirements should drive scheduling and load planning. 
However, for large-scale operations or increased threat situations, it may be necessary to 
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adjust the user's plans or operations to accommodate the ACL limitations, tactical procedures, 
and defensive support requirements of the theater airlift force. In most cases, employment 
airlift could be provided through surge operations, given the requirement to deliver combat­
ready units in the minimum time possible. Defensive arrangements for both the forces and 
airlift assets involved depend on the situation; they could possibly be high at the beginning of 
an operation and then taper off as the delivered units establish their operational effectiveness. 
Backhaul airlift is seldom feasible or worth the risk during employment operations, except 
for the rearward movement of essential items of intelligence, wounded personnel or other 
friendly evacuees. 

Routine Sustainment. Routine sustainment theater airlift operations involve the 
administrative air movement of materiel and personnel to reinforce or resupply forces already 
deployed and/or employed in operations. These operations normally deliver the user's 
requirements with the minimum expenditure of airlift resources. Routine sustainment planning 
usually assumes that user requirements and the general air and ground security situation 
allow some flexibility in the actual delivery times of specific loads. Thus, flight schedules 
and load plans are usually made to get maximum throughput from available ACLs and support 
resources. When practical •. routine sustainment should be planned to utilize backhaul capacity. 
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Depending on theater and user priorities, typical backhaul loads might include wounded 
personnel, other friendly evacuees, enemy prisoners of war, excess orreparable weapons and 
materiel of moderate to high value, as well as mail. 

Combat Sustainment. Combat sustainment theater airlift operations involve the combat 
movement of supplies, materiel, and personnel to reinforce or resupply units already engaged 
in combat operations. Combat sustainment planning usually assumes that user requirements 
and general threat situations allow little or no flexibility in the delivery times, locations, and 
configurations of specific loads. Combat sustainment usually involves individual aircraft or 
small formations employing combat tactics to deliver loads to terminals in close proximity to 
the enemy; it may also be conducted as an air flow operation, depending on requirements and 
threats. Only essential backhaul requirements justify the increased risks for theater airlift 
·assets involved in these operations. Priority consideration should be given to retrograde of 
critical reparable items from forward areas to rear echelon repair activities. 

Redeployment. Redeployment theater airlift operations involve the combat or administrative 
air movement of personnel, units, and materiel from deployed positions within an AOR or 
JOA. Redeployment operations are conducted to move the maximum force in the minimum 
time or with the fewest resources possible. They normally require a low-threat situation. If 
circumstances permit, backhaul should be accomplished with whatever capacity is not used 
by the primary movement. 

Force Extraction. Force extraction theater airlift operations involve the combat air movement 
of personnel, units, and materiel from positions in the immediate vicinity of enemy forces. 
Because the purpo_se of these movements may range from withdrawal operations to the lateral 
movement of forces to new operating locations, the relationship of operational and logistic 
considerations can vary widely. These operations generally are planned to accomplish a 
movement with the minimum expenditure of airlift resources. However, in higher threat 
situations it may also be necessary to preserve the combat capabilities of departing units for 
as long as possible at the departure terminal, while building them up as rapidly as possible at 
the arrival terminal. In such cases, operational requirements may be more important than the 
efficient use of ACLs. In the latter stages of a complete extraction of friendly forces from a 
combat area, planners should provide suitable operational assets to protect both the extracting 
forces and the airlift forces engaged in their movement. Extractions are logistical backhaul 
operations. Commanders must evaluate the risk of extracting materiel as compared to the 
impact of abandonment and replacement. 

strategic airlift 

JP 3-17 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTIP for Theater Airlift Operations 

THEATER AIRLIFT FORCES 

The US establishes air lines of communications by coordinating the operations of three 
distinct components of airlift forces. Strategic airlift forces (also called intertheateror global 
airlift forces) primarily provide common-user airlift into theater terminals from outside the 
theater. Theater airlift forces primarily provide common-user lift between terminals within a 
theater. Organic airlift forces, drawn mainly from Service elements, are not common-user 
assets, and primarily provide specialized lift to specific users, usually between terminals 
within a theater. 
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Theater airlift operations provided for the timely distribution of cargo 
and passengers during Operations DESERT SHIELD/DESERT 
STORM- perhaps the most impressive short-term buildup of 

people and materiel in the history of warfare. 

In daily operations, airlift forces sometimes operate at bases a~d carry loads that overlap 
with the strategic, theater, and organic ·airlift missions. They may also operate aircraft of the 
same type or design. These operational and technological overlaps have complicated many 
past efforts to establish distinct organizational boundaries between airlift forces. However, 
they also provide an opportunity and an obligation to organize and operate each airlift force 
in ways that satisfy its primary customers, while also maximizing the effectiveness of the 
overall theater airlift system. 

Theater airlift forces exist to support the plans, operations, and priorities of the geographic 
combatant commander by operating air transport aircraft and ground support assets for all 
theater forces. Theater airlift forces have a dual identity; they are both air operating forces 
and they are an element of the logistic support system. Planning and organization of theater 
airlift forces should reflect this dual nature. 

Related Terms 
strategic airlift forces 

JP 3-17 
Source Joint Publications 

JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

THEATER AIRLIFT LIAISON OFFICER 

An officer specially trained to implement the theate'r ~~;:6():r1~~~,~9-~t~~,:<~d·f~:~(;. 
control tactical airlift assets. Theater airlift liaison ·offi~~rs:::~re: bi$h1y~g~~J,ifi9.~}ii~·; 

. ::;;~::~~y:~~~~:~~~:~;~~~~~~~1i~;~~~lt~~-~ti~; 
Theater airlift liaison officers (TALOs) are rated airlift officers aligned under tactical air 

control parties supporting the Army at corps, division, and separate brigade or regiment 
levels. Air Mobility Command (AMC) liaison officers (LNOs) are normally assigned to a 
Marine expeditionary force. The AMC LNOs perform similar functions as the TALOs, but 
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are not designated as TALOs. TALOs advise ground commanders on the capabilities and 
limitations of airlift, and assist in planning, requesting, and using airlift resources. 

JP 3-17 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Theater Airlift Operations 

·THEATER MISSILE 

lf,!i~~~~~~!if~:;~~~~~~l&i11~11111 
Potential adversaries possessing theater missiles (TMs) pose a threat to US security interests 

and forward-deployed forces. The proliferation ofTMs and advances in missile and associated 
technologies, coupled with the pursuit of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) capabilities, 
can provide these adversaries with potentially decisive attack capabilities which can include 
the use of WMD against critical friendly targets. 

TMs may be as much a political weapon as a military weapon. In many cases, their political 
impact may outweigh their military significance. Commanders must consider the political as 
well as the military impact ofTMs. The precise time, location, and nature ofTM employment 
is uncertain, thus complicating the determination of friendly force composition and method 
of power projection to overcome specific threats. The nature and extent of US global interests 
require that theater missile defense (TMD) forces be rapidly deployable or employable from 
the US, forward bases, and/or ships. Furthermore, the intelligence, reconnaissance, 
surveillance, target acquisition systems, weapon systems, and communication architectures 
and resources required to conduct TMD operations must be flexible enough to provide timely 
and accurate support throughout the area of interest. Geographic combatant commanders 
should plan for TMD operations within the theater in support of contingencies and national 
military strategy. 

JP 3-01.5 

Related Tenns 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater !vfissile Defense 

THEATER NUCLEAR WEAPONS 

When directed by the National Command Authorities (NCA), joint force commanders 
plan for the employment of theater nuclear weapons by US forces in a manner consistent 
with national policy and strategic guidance. The employment of such weapons signifies an 
escalation of the war and is an NCA decision. The Commander in Chief, US Strategic 
Command's capabilities to assist in the planning of all nuclear missions are available to 
support nuclear weapon employment. 
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THEATER OF OPERATIONS 

JP 3-12.1 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Theater Nuclear Operations · 

THEATER OF OPERATIONS 

~:-?~·~,~Jb~~~~:-:lNithin· .a. • th~~~~-r- ~f-. ·~1.r·: .. define~f;::6i~~h~~;;:~~~~}~~B·~§]··.·:[6~6~1~~t~·}~-· 
· , :60mm~neta·r required to ·ronduct or support specific.(;or~nt>afot>~~tiqos>Oiffe~nt~i,.' 

• ~::~h~a~::~~~:·.:~h:~~~~~~i~:!~\t~~~~~~b~~~:'7~f$1';;, 
·ape'rations are usually of significant size, allowin~#c>FoP.~raflqns:pv~~~-Xte!ld~~cf,:> 

... P~.".~d~-·~f: ~ime. . · · · .. : ~ :. ,)·;:l~U]\~.t~j~1~]\~~.ttJ·j~~·;});;;'J:~l~t~;~:.·,,:;:~::~~;"J~,~~l,Ji~; 
When warranted, geographic combatant commanders may designate theaters of war and, 

perhaps, subordinate theaters of operations for each major threat. Geographic combatant . 
commanders can elect to directly control operations in the theater of war or theater of operations, 
or may establish subordinate joint forces for that purpose, allowing themselves to remain 
focused on the broader theater (i.e., the area of responsibility). 

Geographic combatant commanders may further define one or more theaters of operations 
-that area required to conduct or support specific combat operations- within the theater· 
of war. Different theaters of operations within the same theater of war will normally be 
geographically separate and focused on different enemy forces. Theaters of operations are 
usually of significant size, allowing for operations over extended periods of time. Subordinate 
unified commanders are typically assigned theaters of operations. 
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THEATER OF WAR 

OPERATIONAL AREAS WITHIN A THEATER 
.. • .... ~ • - .. • - • ' ., " ~-~ ' .,._ w ~ ·-.,. ~ ;- --~ ' ~ .....,..,. .... ......,._ - "("':' -.,. 

.... 
. ·.· 

::··:.::< -~::)·:: __ U:::~: 
.. · ·.· ... :. 

THEATER OF WAR 

····.·;·1 

This example depicts a combatant commander's AOR, also knoWn' a~ a t~eater.·· ·vw~i~!til~'AoF( , , • • 
the CINC has designated a theater of war with two subordinate theaters•of:operations.'·Aiso•within·\' 
the theater of war is a JSOA. To handle a situation outside the theater of war, the CINC ~as.:': , .: ··' .. : 
established a JOA, within which a JTF will operate. JOAs could also be.establ~hed'W,ithirhh~<i· •• 
theater of war or theaters of operations. · · · ···. :· · :·.:,_·:·::: •.. :::: .. <• · ,' ... 

theater of war 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

THEATER OF WAR 

. · -· ·. :-: .: :::r~~:{/~(;)r:;~n~~;:;~-~~~?r;·~/}/~~~flfr~~~!::~)rr~~!~2~l~~~~~~~1n<~~ 
Defined by the National Command Authorities or:.the·:g~Q.Qt~pljig:~c:P.iti.P~t~gtf:d 
commander, the area of air, land, and water that is~·:'?i<mayJ)acqm:~~;_aifeetly?2: 

. involved in the ·conduct of the war. A theater of war does h()fn9riil~~-~oC9.mP.~~~$)~} 
the geographic combatant commander's entire area of.:~~e()Msi~ili!)i:~ll~·;fu~y#;} 

contain more than one ·theater of operations. :: : . _:_::-~·;t;_z~~S~~~t~~J~~~:r\~t~,h~~i~~{[~~~~~~~~;&-
When warranted, geographic combatant commanders may designate theaters of war and, 

perhaps, subordinate theaters of operations for each major threat. Geographic combatant 
commanders can elect to directly control operations in the theater of war or theater of operations, 
or may establish subordinate joint forces for that purpose, allowing themselves to remain 
focused on the broader theater (i.e., the area of responsibility (AOR)). 
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THEATER PATIENT MOVEMENT REQUIREMENTS CENTER 

OPERATIONAL AREAS WITHIN A THEATER 
v ~· • ~~ .. ~ ' • ~ ,~; ' - ..... ~~ 

: .. '.' :: ·.:. :. :.: ·.: .: ~ . : :· . 
·-:·,;· . 

···-.; ····: >.l • 

. THEATER OF WAR 

This example depicts a combatant commander's AOR, also koowri.as:a ttieater.:··Wrth.l.n .. ·tt. ~••~~QAI;: 
the CINC has designated a theater of war with two subordinate theaters of ciJ)erations,A. Jsaw. ithiff, 
the theater of war is a JSOA. To handle a situation outside the theater of war, the CINC ~s · .. ,, · ... 
established a JOA, within which a JTF will operate. JOAs could also be established wit~inthe ; ::· 
theater of war or theaters of operations. · · · · , ... ·· · ·· ·. · 

In time of war, the National Command Authorities or a geographic combatant commander 
may elect to define a theater of war within the geographic combatant commander's AOR. 
The theater of war is thatareaofa~r.land, and waterthatis,ormay become, directly involved 
in the conduct of the war. A theater of war does not normally encompass the geographic 
combatant commander's entire AOR and may contain more than one theater of operations. 

R:elated Terms 
area of responsibility;theaterof operations 

Source Joint Publications 
JP3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

THEATER PATIENT MOVEMENT REQUIREMENTS CENTER 

The second integral part of patient regulating is the Theater Patient Movement Requirements 
Center (TPMRC). TPMRCs assume responsibilities formerly performed by the Joint Medical 
Regulating Office and theater aeromedical evacuation control centers. Active TPMRCs are 
located in US European Command and US Pacific·Command. Other TPMRCs would be 
established in US Atlantic Co,mmand, US Central Command, US Southern Command, and 
the continental US as the need arose. The primary role of TPMRCs is to generate theater 
plans and schedules, and then modify (as needed) and execute Global Patient Movement 

699 



THEATER STRATEGIC CONCEPTS 

Requirements Center (GPMRC)-deliverectschedules, ultimately delivering the patient to the 
medical treatment facility (which includes both fixed and deployable, Veterans Administration, 
Department of Defense, and National Disaster Medical System hospitals). 

The TPMRC is under the control of the joint force surgeon and coordinates and controls, in 
terms of identifying bed space requirements, the movement of patients within and out of the 
assigned area of responsibility. TPMRCs generate theater plans and schedules, and then 
modify (as needed) and execute GPMRC-delivered schedules, ultimately delivering the patient 
to the medical treatment facility. The TPMRC should be task-organized to maintain flexibility 
in response to the tactical situation and mission of the combatant commander. 

Related Terms 
global patient movement requirements center 

Source Joint Publications · 
JP 4-0 Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

THEATER STRATEGIC CONCEPTS ' 

Theater strategic concepts are statements of intent as to what, where, and how operations 
are to be conducted in broad, flexible terms. These statements must incorporate a variety of 
factors, including nuclear and conventional deterrence, current or potential alliances or 
coalitions, forces available, command and control capabilities, intelligence assets, anticipated 
postconflict measures, mobilization, deployment, and sustainability. Theater strategic concepts 
allow for the employment of theater nuclear forces, conventional and special operations forces, 
space assets, military assistance from all Services and supporting commands, and interagency 
and multinational forces in each course of action. 

Theater strategic concepts should provide for unity of effort and strategic advantage. 
Strategic advantage is the favorable overall relative power relationship that enables one nation 
or group of nations to effectively control the course of politico-military events to ensure the 
accomplishment of objectives through national, international, and theater efforts. 

Combatant commanders use the advantages and capabilities of assigned, attached, and 
supporting military forces, as well as alliance, coalition, and interagency relationships and 
military assistance enhancements in theater as the basis of military power. Combatant 
commanders also consider the other instruments of national power for their contribution to 
gaining and maintaining strategic advantage. 

Though geographic and functional responsibilities of the combatant commanders may 
differ, there are several common strategic considerations. Strategic concepts must integrate 
ends, ways, and means and consider the following: 

• Protection of US citizens, forces, and interests and implementation of national policies. 
• Integration of deterrence measures and transition to combat operations. 
• Adjustments for multinational, interagency, or United Nations circumstailces. 
• Identification of conflict termination criteria and postconflict objectives and measures. 
• Identification of potential military requirements across the range of military operations. 
• Support for security assistance or nation assistance. 
• Inputs to higher strategies or subordinate planning requirements. 

JP3-0 
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Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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THREAT ASSESSMENT 

THEATER STRATEGY 

Theater strategy translates national and alliance strategic tasks and. direction into long­
term, regionally focused concepts to accomplish specific missions and objectives. The National 
MilitaryStrategyandJointStrategicCapabilitiesPlanguidethedevelopmentofthisstrategy 
that incorporates peacetime and war objectives and reflects national and Department ofDefense 
policy arid guidance. Peacetime goals will normally focus on deterring hostilities and 
enhancing stability in the theater. Foreign internal defense is an integral part of this strategy. 
The determination of the desired end state for the theater is an important element in the 
strategy process. This determination establishes the theater's strategic direction on which 
planners base campaign plans as well as other plans. There is no specific format for developing 
or documenting the theater strategy. In general, the theater strategy will normally include an 
analysis of US national policy and interests, a strategic assessment of the area of responsibility, 
a threat analysis, the combatant commander's vision, and a statement of theater missions and 
objectives. 

Theater campaign plans are operational extensions of the theater strategy. They provide 
the commander's vision and intent through broad operational concepts and provide the 
framework for supporting operation plans. 

Related Terms 
joint strategic capabilities plan; national military strategy; national security strategy; strategy 

Source Joint PUblications 
.JP 3-0 Doctrine for Joint Operations 

THREAT ASSESSMENT 

In antiterrorism, threat assessment brings togetherthe threat analysis and the vulnerability 
analysis, as depicted in the figure below. The threat assessment concerns people or items 
essential to the mission or function of the installation, port, base, or unit. It also applies to 
people or facilities that, by virtue of their symbolic value to a terrorist group (as determined 
by the threat assessment), are probable targets. The threat assessment is provided by the 
supporting counterintelligence staff element Based on the threat assessment, the commander 
and staff should identify and prioritize critical personnel, facilities, and equipment, and should 
conduct a vulnerability assessment for each. Assessing the vulnerability of a unit, installation, 
base, facility, material, or personnel to the terrorist threat helps uncover and isolate security 
·weakness. Steps can then be taken to reduce or eliminate the weakness. Once the vulnerability 
assessment is completed, steps should be taken (planning, training, and if necessary, design 
or redesign of construction projects) to correct or reduce these vulnerabilities. The installation 
commander and staff should review this vulnerability assessment at least annually to ensure 
that it remains accurate in view of the ·changing threat, installation makeup, and unit missions. 
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THREAT DISTRIBUTION 

antiterrorism 

JP 3-07.2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTTP for Antiterrorism 

THREAT DISTRIBUTION 

Threat distribution and phase duration are useful tools for determining the allocation of 
resources. Using threat distribution. the joint force commander (JFC) will assign destruction 
of a portion of the enemy's total combat capability (i.e., forces, installations, organizations) 
to Service component commands. An example of threat distribution would be to assign 
destruction of a certain percentage of enemy. mechanized. armor, follow-on forces, and artillery 
forces during an air operations phase among the Services. The remaining percentage of the 
threat. increased intentionally to provide a deliberate total overlap, would be distributed among 
the Services during the ground maneuver operations phases. Phase duration is the JFC's 
projectionof how long a specific phase of an operation is expected to last. Two examples of 
phase duration: the air operation will last a certain number of days (time oriented) or the air 
operation will last until a certain percentage of enemy ground threat is destroyed (objective 

· oriented). Threat distribution and phase duration help identify where the weig~t of the · 
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TIME-PHASED FORCE AND DEPLOYMENT DATA 

campaign will fall during various phases to prevent unnecessary duplication of support to 
different components. 

phase duration 

JP4-0 

TIMELINESS 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 

Intelligence must be available in time to be effective. Timely intelligence enables the 
commander to make sound decisions, use the principles of war, and to act decisively. Timeliness 
is influenced by the intelligence process of developing essential elements of information, 
identifying and stating requirements, and collecting and producing intelligence. The 
commander must inform the Intelligence Directorate (J-2) of intent and the J-2 must identify 
intelligence requirements to supporting intelligence organizations in a timely manner. 

Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

TIME-PHASED FORCE AND DEPLOYMENT DATA 

·. ~:r;~~~ ~:~~~~~~~n;~~~a~~=~~i11J;{~~~1;t~~~ 
·personnel data, and movement data for the op~r~,.i9~~pl~(.~.;;: . ..;·~'ga.~r)g;;:'[~{ '<<; 

~~:~~:~h~.d~~i~0s~~=~~=~~=~~=:=~t~~~%1~\,illfg~;~~i 
Routing of forces to be deployed. d. Movement data,~S§(?ci~!~~~!!H:dfipio~!f191~1\1 

~~:~~~:;~~~~~;£~~~~iili~il\1 
Time-phased force and deployment data (TPFDD) is the list of units and sustainment 

·requirements needed to execute the operation plan (OPLAN). It phases them into the theater 
of operations at the times and places required to support the concept of operations. Its 
development and refinement are critical to achieving executable OPLAN sand to developing 
executable operation orders when using an approved TPFDD in crisis action planning. 

US Transportation Command uses TPFDD to analyze the flow of forces and cargo from 
their points of origin to arrival in theater. They distribute the apportioned strategic 
transportation resources. During this process, Commander in Chief, US Transportation 
Command follows the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff guidance and coordinates all 
major decisions with the supported combatant commander. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP4-01.3 
Source Joint Publications 

JTIP for Movement Control 
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TIME-SENSITIVE TARGETS 

TIME-SENSITIVE TARGETS 

~~:~lill~~~~i~~i~~~~~~~~f~ifllilllfl1 
Time-sensi~ivity can play an important part in categorizing a target and determining its 

appropriateness as a special operations target. Time-sensitivity can be viewed from either a 
targeting or mission planning perspective or a combination of both, as in the case of personnel 
recovery missions. 

A target is time-sensitive when it requires an immediate response because it poses (or will 
soon pose) a danger to friendly forces or is highly lucrative, fleeting target of opportunity. 
Time-sensitive targets are usually mobile, such as a mobile intercontinental ballistic missile, 
or they may lose their value quickly, such as a bridge being used for an enemy advance or 
withdrawal. 

Related Terms 
targeting 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-05.5 Joint Special Operations Targeting and Mission Planning Procedures 

TIMING AND TEMPO 

The joint force should conduct operations at a tempo and point in time that best exploits 
friendly capabilities and inhibits the enemy. (See figure below.) With proper timing, joint 
force commanders (JFCs) can dominate the action, remain unpredictable, and operate beyond 
the enemy's ability to react. In its 1940 attack on France, for instance, Germany combined 
the speed, range, and flexibility of aircraft with the power and mobility of armor to conduct 
operations at a pace that surprised and overwhelmed French commanders, disrupting their 
forces and operations. France capitulated in little more than one month. 

The tempo of warfare has increased over time as technological advancements and innovative 
· doctrines have been applied to military requirements. While in many situations JFCs may 
elect to maintain an operational tempo that stretches the capabilities of both friendly and 
enemy forces, on other occasions JFCs may elect to conduct operations at a reduced pace. 
This reduced pace may be particularly appropriate when enemy forces enjoy a mobility 
advantage or when friendly forces are not yet able to conduct decisive operations. 

JFCs may vary the tempo of operations. During selected phases of a campaign, JFCs may 
· elect to reduce the pace of operations, frustrating enemy commanders while buying time to 

build a decisive force or tend to other priorities in the operational area such as relief to 
displaced persons. During other phases, JFCs may conduct high-tempo operations designed 
specifically to exceed enemy capabilities. · 

Just as JFCs carefully select which capabilities of the joint force to employ, so do they 
consider the timing of the application of those capabilities. Timing refers to the effects 
achieved as well as to the application of force. While JFCs may have substantial capabilities 
available, they selectively apply such capabilities in a manner that synchronizes their 
application in time, space, and purpose. Defining priorities assists in the timing of operations. 

JFCs plan and conduct operations in a manner that synchronizes the effects of operations 
so that the maximum benefit of their contributions are felt by the opponent at the desired 
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TOTAL FORCE 

TIMING AND TEMPO 

time. Although some operations of the joint force can achieve near-immediateeffects, JFCs 
may elect to delay their application until the contributions of other elements can be brought 
to bear in a synchronized manner. Additionally. commanders and planners strive to ensure 
that effects achieved through combat operations build toward decisive results but are not 
unduly or inappropriately felt by opponents long after their defeat. 

JP3-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

TOTAL FORCE 

The total force policy is one fundamental premise upon which our military force structure 
is built. It was institutionalized in 1973 and caused a shift of substantial military roles and 
missions to the Reserve component along with the resources necessary to maintain high 
levels of readiness, especially in units that are needed early in a ·crisis. As the total force 
policy matured. military retirees, Department of Defense (DOD) civilian personnel, contractor 
personnel, and host-nation support personnel were brought under its umbrella to reflect ihe 
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TOTAL FORCE 

value of their contributions to our military capability. Total force policy focuses awareness 
and energy on sound, thorough mobilization planning and the development of procedures 
that are essential to the timely activation of reserve military power. The total force policy 
was tested by the war in the Persian Gulf, which involved the largest mobilization and 
deployment of Reserve forces since the Korean War. There was significant reliance on military 
retirees, DOD civilian personnel, contractor personnel, and host-nation support for critical 
skills and performance of many essential tasks. 
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TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS AND FACILITIES 

mobilization 

JP4-05 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

TRAINING BASE 

The Services expand their institutional training bases to train nonprior Service personnel 
to support and sustain an expanded force structure. The training base also provides 
reclassification and refresher training for pre trained individual manpower who need it. Based 
on the rate of force expansion and attrition due to casualties, training base output requirements, 
over time, are determined and compared to available capacity. If there is a shortfall, additional 
capacity is added by mobilizing additional training organizations from the Reserve component, 
by hiring Department of Defense civilian employees, and by contracting for additional 
instructors and other training resources from the. private sector. Sources, options, and actions 
for expanding training base capacity are listed in the figure below. 

SOURCES OF 
ADDITIONAL TRAINING BASE 

SITUATION TRAINING BASE EXPANSION 
CAPACITY OPTIONS 

Wartime policies and Implemented 
programs of wartime training 

Any Level of instruction policies and 
emergency 

Reserve Component Expand existing 
training units training centers and 

schools 

New training centers Add new training 
and schools centers and schools 

Related Terms 
mobilization· 

JP4-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Joint Doctrine for Mobilization Planning 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS AND FACILITIES 

ACTIONS REQUIRED 

Military Departments act to expand 
their institutional training 
establishments: 

Implement wartime programs of 
instruction; extend the training day 
and training week; increase class 
size. · 

Call up Reserve component training 
base augmentation units as 
required. 

Call up remaining Reserve 
component training base 
augmentation units; activate new 
training units, acquire new training 
facilities and support. 

A commander of a combatant command (CINC) has the a~thority to issue and implement 
directives to transfer civil engineering functions between or among Service components within 
the. area of responsibility during war or military operations other than war. However, in 
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TRANSIENT FORCES 

peacetime, the CINC must obtain the concurrence of the affected Service or refer the matter 
through the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff to the Secretary of Defense for resolution. 

A CINC's directive authority is not intended to abrogate Service responsibility for civil 
engineering support. Every effort will be made to obtain the Service's concurrence through 
coordination with Service component commands or directly to the headquarters of the 
appropriate Service. Under all conditions, the implementation of such directed transfers, 
including administrative and procedural. aspects, is the responsibility of the Service component 

·commander involved. The CINC retains the responsibility for overseeing and resolving 
issues. 

Related Terms 
directive authority for logistics 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 4-04 Joint Doctrine for Civil Engineering Support 

TRANSIENT FORCES 

In accordance with the "Forces for Unified Commands" and the "Unified Command Plan," 
except as otherwise directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense, all forces operating 
within the geographic area assigned to a combatant command shall be assigned or attached to 
and under the command of the commander of that command. Forces directed by the President 
or the Secretary of Defense may conduct operations from or within any geographic area as· 
required for accomplishing assigned tasks, as mutually agreed by the commanders concerned 
or as directed by the President or the Secretary of Defense. Transient forces do not come 
under the chain of command of the area commander solely by their movement across area of 
responsibility (AOR)/joint operations area boundaries. 

Transient forces within the assigned AOR of a combatant commander are subject to the 
area commander's orders in some instances, e.g., for coordination for emergency defense or 
allocation of local facilities. However, transient forces are not part of the area commander's 
command, and the area commander is not in their normal chain of command. 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

TRANSPORTATION 

Transportation enables the joint campaign to begin and continue. The projection of power 
relies upon the mobility inherent in air, naval, and land forces, supported by the defense 
transportation system. Transportation at the strategic and operational levels of war is a complex 
operation. It can best be served by a single, sound deployment concept that reflects en route 
and theater constraints and undergoes minimum rapid changes (which may create unforeseen, 
cascading effects). Experience has shown that the cooperation of all supporting combatant 
commands and Services is required to ensure the efficient coordination and execution of a 
major deployment. Furthermore, transportation requires control of the necessa.rY lines of 
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TRANSPORTATION 

communications. Without secure air, sea, space, and land lines of communications we cannot 
reliably move forces and materiel, reinforce forward-deployed forces, or sustain the campaign. 

The Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command (USCINCTRANS) has the mission 
to provide strategic air, land, and sea transportation to deploy, employ, and sustain military 
forces to meet national security objectives across the range of military operations. Combatant. 

The sealift element of the Strategic Mobility Triad provides 
logistics support with almost unlimited capacity. 

commanders coordinate their movement requirements and required delivery dates with 
USCINCTRANS who, with the transportation component commands, provides a complete 
movement system from origin to initial theater destination. This system includes the effective 
use of military and commercial assets. Finally, USCINCTRANS has the authority to procure 
commercial transportation services through component commands (within legal constraints) 
and to activate, with approval of the Secretary of Defense, the Civil Reserve Air Fleet, Ready 
Reserve Force, and Sealift Readiness Program. 

Air Mobility Command (AMC), Military Sealift Command, and Military Traffic 
Management Command transportation facilities and supplies not assigned to the geographic 
combatant commander~ normally exempted from the logistic authority of the geographic 
combatant commander. Combatant commanders should communicate their requirements 
and priorities for modification of existing facilities and establishment of new transportation 
facilities to Service component commander:s and USCINCTRANS. 

Most airports and seaports located outside the continental US are operated and controlled 
by host nations but may be augmented by US forces. During wartime, each Service has 
primary responsibility for loading and unloading itS military units. The responsibilities of 
AMC and individual units moving via AMC or AMC-controlled aircraft are contained in 
multi-Service publications. 

logistics 

JP4-0 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Logistic Support of Joint Operations 
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TRANSPORTATION REFINEMENT 

Transportation refinement simulates the planned movement resources to ensure that the 
plan is transportation feasible. US Transportation Command uses computer simulation to 
determine transportation feasibility. In tum, the supported commander adjusts timed-phased 
force and deployment data (TPFDD) requirements as necessary to remain within lift capability. 

Transportation refinement is conducted by Commander in Chief, US Transportation 
Command (USCINCTRANS) in coordination with the Joint Staff, Services, and· supported 
and supporting commands. USCINCTRANS will· normally host transportation refinement 
conferences. The purpose of transportation refinement is to adjust the flow of operations 
plans to ensure they are transportation feasible and consistent with the Joint Strategic 
Capabilities Plan, Joint Staff, and Service guidance. 

Related Terms 
joint operation planning 

JP5-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 

TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

All the _:land, water, and air routes· and trahsp~rl~~jc)~~1~~!~I~:g~r~~[j~~~1~·~·~~if.~! 
movement of US forces and their supplies during pea~tiffi~:t.@iQJi:i9.i9>nt!i,q!;pf,r::!' 
war,· involving both mature and contingency thea~EtrS. .. :an(J)!~tFt.~ijJ::.~ftcit~giq~~~[i~ 
operational, and tactical levels of war.:· ·. .-: :: ~::~:': .. __ ;·@~};-i[~:;!i..J.hlJ}~[['.~-: · ,i~~[H~r2:~~~~~~· 

The employment of military forces and combat power decides the outcome of campaigns 
and operations. The success of these forces often depends on sound, timely deployment and 
support. A well-defined, integrated transportation system is a critical part of this support. It 
provides time and place utility for units and sustainment. Inadequate control of logistic 
movement results in waste, reduced efficiency, and loss of potential combat power. 

The three elements of a transportation system, shown in the figure below, are mode operations 
(surface, water, air), terminal operations, and movement control. Movement control is the 
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most critical component of the system. It must coordinate the transportation assets of all 
modes, terminals, Services, commands, and host nations during deployment, sustainment, 
and redeployment. 

Force deployments occur in five phases. The phases are predeployment, movement to a 
port of embarkation (POE), strategic movement, in-theater reception at a port of debarkation, 
and theater onward movement. The figure below shows this process, using the continental 
US (CONUS) as the origin. In general, predeploymentactivitiesare a Service responsibility 
and movement to a POE within CONUS is shared between the Services and the US 
Transportation Command (USTRANSCOM). Commercial movement to a POE within 
CONUS is arranged by USTRANSCOM's Military Traffic Management Command. 
Additionally, USTRANSCOMexecutes the strategic movement to the theater. The last two 
phases, in-theater reception and onward movement, are the responsibility of the St,ipported 
geographic combatant commander. 

The transportation system also encompasses patient and enemy prisoners of war evacuations, 
noncombatant evacuation operations, and foree redeployment. Redeployments can take twice 
as long as deployments, and planners must address them early in an operation. The 
transportation system must be capable of. moving joint forces by multiple modes. It must 
move forces over long distances and through an array of different types of terminals. It must 
accomplish all this while adhering to the timetable of the supported joint force commander. 

The complexity of the transportation system requires that both the providers and users 
develop integrated, executable movement plans. An effective interface between the. strategic 
and theater movement systems is cruci'!l. The supported combatant commander and 
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Commander in Chief, US Transportation Command, along with other supporting combatant 
commanders, are responsible for establishing that interface. . 

JP 4-01.3 

712 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JTfP for Movement Control 

The Joint Doctrit:te Encyclopedia 



u 

UNCERTAINTY 

Friction, chance, and uncertainty still characterize battle. Their cumulative effect comprises 
"the fog of war." We have, for instance, no precisely defined picture of where, when, for how 
long, or why we may be obliged to use force in the defense of our nation or its friends and 
allies. We must be prepared for a broad range of possibilities. Modem technology will not 
eliminate friction, chance, or uncertainty from military undertakings. Indeed, the massive 
quantity of information available to modem commanders produces its own component of 
uncertainty. Instead, friction, chance, and uncertainty are an inevitable part of the medium in 
which we operate. We should prepare mentally, physically, and psychologically to deal with 
this. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JPI Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 

UNCONVENTIONAL WARFARE 

· . . · . . · : .· · . ·:··· . ·.·. . · . <<: < .. :: ·}~~:\!)r~::$1:?-n:~?>i~~?D:~~\:·;::~t::~:.;~~:~~;rs~;·:}~~;<::/~::·}.i~!\:;·~~;~</;}:\: 
. A broad spectrum of. military and,·paramilitary;operalipf'ls~d1oi'J'!l~~~t~C>t~]lpng}:; 

duration, predominantly oonducteQ by indigenous:·9'r:.S.urrog~te:fd.~~;wfip.'~t~'~;~~!~. 
organized, trained, equipped, supported, and dir:e.¢!9~ {i{V,arylngd~gr~e~;t>y,:~n.·g: 

' external source. It includes guerrma:warfare.~~~;:q!f'l~r.'dir~:gff~h·~iy~~~;I(>W~:.:, 
visibility, covert, or clandestine operations, as.w~tf~sJf19.'h1dir~Ft:~~#~i~~~;(jf;~:} 
subversion, sabotage~ intelligence' activities,' ah~:'ev~~lpn·.«:u1tf,~$¢apE)J(:]fi!\ls·(i:~h 
called UW · · ·· ~_.,_: ·. · ,··. · ·.;.:~'; ;; ·<: JP'1'~02 < 

~··. . .,... ··:· • _,< :.:. • •• :" :<>:},::":. :;;:qr,: << 

Unconventional warfare (UW) includes guerrilla warfare (GW) and other low visibility, 
covert, or clandestine operations, as well as subversion, sabotage, intelligence collection, and 
evasion and escape (E&E). (See figure below.) GW consists of military and paramilitary 
operations conducted by irregular, predominaittl y indigenous forces in enemy-held or hostile 
territory. It is the overt military aspect of an insurgency or other armed resistance movement. 
Guerrilla forces primarily employ raid and ambush tactics against enemy vulnerabilities. In 
the ,latter stages of a successful insurgency, guerrilla forces may directly oppose selected, 
vulnerable enemy forces while avoiding enemy concentrations of strength. 

Subversion is an activity designed to undermine the military, economic, psychological, or 
political strength or morale of a regime or nation. All elements of the resistance organization 
contribute to the subversive effort, but the clandestine nature of subversion dictates that the 
underground elements perform the bulk of the activity. 

Sabotage is conducted from within the enemy's infrastructure in areas presumed to be safe 
from attack. It is designed to degrade or obstruct the warmaking capability of a country by 
damaging, destroying, or diverting war material, facilities, utilities, and resources. Sabotage 
may be the most effective or only means of attacking specific targets that lie beyond the 
capabilities of conventional weapon systems. Sabotage selectively disrupts, destroys, or 
neutralizes hostile capabilities with a minimum expenditure of manpower and materiel. Once 
accomplished, these incursions can further result in the enemy spending excessive reso.urces 
to guard against future attack. 
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In UW, the intelligence function must collect, develop, and report information concerning 
the capabilities, intentions, and activities of the established government or occupying power 
and its external sponsors. In this context, intelligence activities have both offensive and 
defensive purposes and range well beyond military issues, including social, economic, and 
political information that may be used to identify threats, operational objectives, and necessary 
supporting operations. 

E&E is an activity that assists military personnel and other selected persons to: 
• move from an enemy-held, hostile, or sensitive area to areas under friendly control; 
• avoid capture if unable to return to an area of friendly control; 
• once captured, escape. Special operations personnel often will work in concert with the 

Joint Search and Rescue Center of the joint force commander (JFC) while operating in 
an E&E network. 

UW is the military and paramilitary aspect of an insurgency or other armed resistance 
movement and may often become a protracted politico-military activity. From the US 
perspective, UW may be the conduct of indirect or proxy warfare against a hostile power for 
the purpose of achieving US national interests in peacetime; UW may be employed when 
conventional military involvement is impractical or undesirable; or UW may be a complement 
to conventional operations in war. The focus of UW is primarily on existing or potential 
insurgent, secessionist, or other resistance movements. Special operations forces (SO F) provide 
advice, training, and assistance to existing indigenous resistance organizations. The intent of 
UW operations is to exploit a hostile power's political, military, economic, and psychological 
vulnerabilities by advising, assisting. and sustaining resistance forces to accomplish US 
strategic or operational objectives. 

When UW is conducted independently during military operations other than war or war, 
its primary focus is on political and psychological objectives. A successful effort to organize 
and mobilize a segment of the civil population may culminate in military action. Strategic 
UW objectives may include the following: 

• Undermining the domestic and international legitimacy of the target authority._ 
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• Neutralizing the target authority's power and shifting that power to the resistance 
organization. 

• Destroying the confidence and will of the target authority's leadership. 
• Isolating the target authority from international diplomatic and material support while 

obtaining such support for the resistance organization. 
• Obtaining the support or neutrality of the various segments of the society. 
When UW operations support conventional rililitary operations, the focus shifts to primarily 

military objectives. However, the political and psychological implications remain. UW 
operations delay and disrupt hostile military activities, interdict lines of communications, 
deny the hostile power unrestricted use of key areas, divert the hostile power's attention and 
resources from the main battle area, and interdict hostile warfighting capabilities. Properly 
integrated and synchronized UW operations can extend the depth of air, sea, or ground battles, 
complement conventional military operations, and provide the JFC with the windows of 
opportunity needed to seize the ·initiative through offensive action.· 

During war, SOF may directly support the resistance movement by infiltrating operational 
elements into denied or politically sensitive areas. They organize, train, equip, and advise or 
direct the indigenous resistance organization. In situations short of war, when direct US 
military involvement is inappropriate or infeasible, SOF may instead provide indirect support 
from an external location. 

UW may be conducted by all designated SOF, but it is principally the responsibility of 
Army special forces. Augmentation other than SOF, will usually be provided as the situation 
dictates by psychological operations and civil affairs units, as well as other selected 
conventional combat. combat support. and combat service support forces. 

Related Terms 
special operations 

3-05 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Special Operations 

UNIFIED ACTION 

. ·. · ~. · .: · / .< ::~/;~,-::(.::::.·~·t~.)\~:\\i::::~~\:if:Tt:~~~~~:+<~~~d?~~~~~~~~~~-?;3~\H~~~ 
A broad generic tenn that describes the wide seopepf,aetions·(i(191lidifigtt)~3:[ 
synchronization of activities with governmental and non-gOvemmen~al'ag~~~e$).:!l/ 
taking place within unified commands, subordinate unitied:cornm~n~~,:or.Jotrtt·;;u~ 
task forces under the overall direction of the commanders of tho~Eh:orit"riJ,~dsJ;:,/, 

·· : :: -:·:··:·•·::·•··••:!::j·::,•:r:·;,.:::-:.·~r~::::;{:~:.;}!~,r-~i.'j;~;.~~:·m~~li[t 
The term "unified action" is a broad generic term referring. to the wide scope of activities 

(including the synchronization of the activities of governmental and nongovernmental 
agencies) taking place within unified commands, subordinate unified commands, or joint 
task forces under the overall direction of the commanders of those commands. Within this 
general category of operations, subordinate commanders of forces conduct either single­
Service or joint operations to support the overall operation. It integrates joint, single-Service, 
special, and supporting operations; in conjunction with interagency, nongovernmental, private 
voluntary organizations, multinational. or United Nations (UN) operations, into a unity of 
effort in the theater or joint operations area. Unified action within the military element of 
national power supports the national strategic unity of effort through close coordination with 
the other instruments of national power as they apply within the theater environment and its 
unity of effort. (See figure below.) 
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Success often.depends on these unified actions. The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
and all combatant commanders are in pivotal positions to ensure unified actions are planned 
and conducted in accordance with the guidance and direction received from the National 
Command Authorities in coordination with other authorities (i.e., alliance or coalition 
leadership). Combatant commanders should ensure that their unified action synchronizes 
joint operations and single-Service operations in time, space, and purpose with the actions of 
supporting combatant commands and other military forces (multinational operations) and 
non-military organizations (Department of Defense and other federal government agencies 
such as the Defense Logistics Agency, the Agency for International Development, 
nongovernmental organizations such as religious relief agencies, corporations, private and 
nongovernment volunteer organizations, international agencies such as the International Red 
Cross, and the UN). 

Unified action of the Armed Forces of the United States starts with unified direction. For 
US military operations, unified direction is normally accomplished by establishing a joint 
force, assigning a mission or objective to the joint force commander, establishing command 
relationships, assign~ng or attaching appropriate forces to the joint force, and empowering 
the joint force commander with sufficient authority over the forces to accomplish the assigned 
mission. 

Related Terms 
joint task force; subordinate unified command; unified command 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 0-2 Unified Act.ion Armed Forces (UNAAF) · 
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General. A unified command is a command with broad continuing missions under a 
single commander and is composed of forces from two or more Military Departments, 
established by the President, through the Secretary of Defense, with the advice arid assistance 
of the ChairmanoftheJointChiefs of Staff. (See figure below.) The unified commander can 
adapt a command structure using any of the following six options: subordinate unified 
command; joint task force; functional component; Service component; single-Service force 
(normally the ~ommander of a combatant command (CINC) assigns operations requiring a 
single-Service force to a Service component); or specific operational forces that, because of 
mission assigned and the urgency of the situation, must remain immediately responsive to the 
CINC. These options do not in any way limit the commanders' authority to organize their 
forces as they see fit. Unless authorized by the Secretary of Defense, the commander of a . 
unified command will not act as the commander of a subordinate command. 

Criteria for Establishing a Unified Command. When either or both of the following 
criteria apply generally to a situation, a unified command normally is required to secure the 
necessary unit of effort. 

• A broad continuing mission exists requiring execution by significant forces of two or 
more Military Departments and necessitating a single strategic direction. 

• Any combination of the following exists and significant forces of two or more Military 
Departments are involved: a large-scale operation requiring positive control of tactical 
execution by a large and complex force; a large geographic or functional area requiring 
single responsibility for effective coordination of the operations therein; and necessity 
for common utilization of limited logistic means. · 
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The commander of a unified command will have a joint staff. Normally, a member of the 
joint staff will not also function as the commander of a subordinate force. The commander of 
a unified command has the authority to communicate to the Services his views on the 
nomination of senior officers serving in the command for immediate follow-on assignment, 
further joint assignments, and promotional potential. 

Primary Responsibilitiesof the Comm~der of a Unified Command. The combatant 
commanders are responsible for the development and production of joint operation plans. 
During peacetime, they act to deter war and prepare for war by planning for the transition to 
war and military operations other than war. During war, they plan and conduct campaigns 
and major operations to accomplish assigned missions. Combatant command responsibilities 
include the following: 

• Planning and conducting military operations in response to crises, to include the security 
of the command and protection of the US, its possessions and bases against attack or 
hostile incursion. The Joint Strategic Capabilities Plan tasks the combatant commanders · 
to prepare joint operation plans that may be. operation plans (OPLANs), concept plans 
with or without time-phased force and deployment data, or functional plans. 

• Maintaining the preparedness of the command to carry out missions assigned to the 
command. 

• Carrying out assigned missions, tasks, and responsibilities. 
• Assigning tasks to, and direct coordination among, the subordinate commands to ensure 

unity of effort in the accomplishment of the assigned missions . 
. •· Communication directly with the Chiefs of the Services on single-Service matters as 

deemed appropriate; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff on other matters, including 
the preparation of strategic,joint operation, and logistic plans, strategic and operational 
direction of assigned forces, conduct of combat operations, and any other necessary 
function of command required to accomplish the mission; the Secretary of Defense, in 
accordance with applicable directives; subordinate elements, including the development 
organizations, of the Defense agency or the Military Department directly supporting the 
development and acquisition of the combatant commander's command and control system 
in coordination with the Director of the Defense agency or Secretary of the Military 
Department concerned. 

• Keeping the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff promptly advised of significant events 
and incidents that occur in the functional or geographic area of responsibility, particularly 
those incidents that could create national or international repercussions. 

Authority of the Commander of a Unified Command in an Emergency. In the event 
of a major emergency in the geographic combatant commander's area of responsibility (AOR) 
requiring the use of all available forces, the geographic combatant commander may assume· 
temporary operation control (OPCON)of all forces in the assigned A OR, except those forces 
scheduled for or actually engaged in the execution of specific operational missions under 
joint OPLAN s approved by the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff that would be interfered 
with by contemplated use of such forces. The commander determines when such an emergency 
exists and, on assuming temporary OPCON over forces of another command, immediately 
advises the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the appropriate operational commanders, 
and the Chief of the Service of the forces concerned of the nature and estimated duration of 
employment of such forces. 

The authority to assume temporary OPCON of forces in the event of a major emergency 
will not be delegated. Unusual circumstances in wartime, emergencies, or crises involving 
military operations other than war (such as a terrorist incident) may require a geographic 

718 The Joint Doctri.ne Encyclopedia 



UNIT INTEGRITY 

combatant commander to directly exercise combatant command (command authority) 
(COCOM) through a shortened chain of command to forces assigned for the purpose of 
resolving the crisis. Additionally, the combatant commander can assume COCOM, in the 
event of war or an emergency that prevents control through normal channels, of security 
assistance organizations within the commander's general geographic AOR, or as directed by 
the National Command Authorities. All commanders bypassed in such exceptional command 
arrangements will be kept advised of all directives issued to and reports sent from elements 
under such exceptional command arrangements. Such arra.ngements will be terminated as 
soon as practicable, consistent with accomplishment of the mission. 

Assumption of Temporary Command. In the temporary absence of a combatant 
commander from the command, interim command will pass to the deputy commander. If a 
deputy commander has not been designated, interim command will pass to the next senior 
officer present for duty who is eligible to exercise command, regardless of Service affiliation. 

Related Terms 
combatant command; subordinate unified command(s) 

Source Joint Publications 
· JP 0-2 Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

UNIFIED COMMAND PLAN 

·. ' . . : . .. . :. :: 'i>>·:; .. ;~-~:~:::)?~;f>};_:. ·F.t,. ,·~-~ -~~~ ~~- ~~ _/ .':; ;·~:>~;-~:-:;.;:_~··:·;:~;::-;~~\ 
The document, approved·by the President, which:S.ets·::forthJ?asic:::g~iQ~r:t~:~c?.':Ff:: 
all unified combatant commanders; establishes their.rrilssi.on$~i~.sp()fisibilifie~{:< 
and force structure; delineates the general geogtlip~J~I-~r~~\c;),f/r~~P()~sibilifY-':\ 
for geographic combatant commanders; and specifie$.fl.lf:lC'tion~l(8,$pqn~il:>Jii~i.~~-'H j 
for functional combatant commanders. Also caU~~;&;~:~·ijj,;:H!r:~V;:··;-'?~,n::'.JP 1 ~b~};:J 
The Unified Command Plan contains descriptions of the geographic boundaries assigned 

to combatant commanders. It provides that, unless otherwise directed by the Secretary of 
Defense, when significant operations overlap the boundaries of two combatant commands, a 
joint task force will be formed and assigned an appropriate joint operations area. Command 
of this joint task force will be determined by the National Command Authorities and forces 
transferred to the appropriate combatant commander. 1

• 

JP0-2 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Unified Action Armed Forces (UNAAF) 

UNIT INTEGRITY 

Planners should attempt to maintain unit integrity. US forces train as units, and are best 
able to accomplish a mission when deployed intact. By deploying as an existing unit, forces 
are able to continue to operate under established procedures, adapting these to the mission 
and situation, as required. When personnel and elements are drawn from various commands, 
effectiveness is decreased. By deploying without established operating procedures, an ad 
hoc force is less effective and takes more time to adjust to requirements of the mission. This 
not only complicates mission accomplishment, but may also have an impact on force protection. 
Even if political restraints on an operation dictate that a large force cannot be deployed intact, 
commanders should select smaller elements for deployment that have established internal 
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structures and have trained and operated together. Additionally, when deploying into a situation 
which may involve combat operations, commanders should deploy with appropriate joint 
force combat capability, including elements that have had the opportunity to train together 
and develop common operating procedures. In order to provide joint force commanders with 
needed versatility, it may not be possible to preserve unit integrity. In such cases, units must 
be prepared to send elements which are able to operate independently of parent units. 
Attachment to a related unit is the usual. mode. Units not accustomed to having attachments 
·may be required to provide administrative and logistic support to normally unrelated units. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-07 Joint Doctrine for Military Operations Other Than War 

UNITY OF COMMAND 

The purpose of unity of command is to ensure unity of effort under one responsible 
commander for every objective. 

Unity of command means that all forces operate under a single commander with the requisite 
authority to direct all forces employed in pursuit of a common purpose. Unity of effort, 
however, requires coordination and cooperation among all forces toward a commonly 
recognized objective, although they are not necessarily part of the same command structure. 
In multinational and interagency operations, unity of command may not be possible, but the 
requirement for unity of effort becomes paramount. Unity of effort~ coordination through 
cooperation and common interests- is an essential complement to unity of command. 

Related Terms 
principles of war 

JP 3-0 
Source Joint Publications 

Doctrine for Joint Operations 

UNITY OF EFFORT 

Unity of Effort. Unity of effort. as shown in the figure below, requires coordination 
among government departments and agencies within the executive branch, between the 
executive and legislative branches. nongovernmental organizations, and among nations in 
any alliance or coalition. National unified action is influenced by the Constitution, federal 
law, international law. and the national interest. 

Responsibilities for strategic coordination established in law and practice are as follows: 
• The President of the US, ad vised by the National Security Council, is responsible to the 

American people for national strategic unity of effort. 
• The Secretary of Defense is responsible to the President for national military unity of 

effort for creating, supporting, and employing military capabilities. Unity of effort among 
the Military Services at the natio.nallevel is obtained from the authority of the President 
and the Secretary of Defense, by the strategic planning of the Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, and by cross-Service efforts by the Military Departments. The Secretary 
of Defense exercises authority, direction, and control over the Services through the 
Secretaries of the Military Departments .. The Secretaries of the Military Departments 
are responsible for administraTion and support of their forces assigned to c~mbatant 
commanders. 
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• TheN ational Command Authorities (NCA), consisting of the President and the Secretary 
of Defense, or their authorized alternates, exercise authority over the anned forces through 
the combatant commanqers for those forces assigned to the combatant commands and 
through the Secretaries of the Military Departments and the Chiefs of the Services for 
those forces not assigned to the combatant commands. 

• The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff functions under the authority, direction, and 
control of the NCA and transmits communicatio~s between the NCA and combatant 
commanders and oversees activities of combatant commanders as directed by the Secretary 

· of Defense. 
• Commanders of combatant commands exercise combatant command (command 

authority) over assigned forces and are directly responsible to the NCA for the performance 
of assigned missions and the preparedness of their commandS to perform a8signed 
missions. 

• In a foreign country, the US Ambassador is responsible to the President for directing, 
coordinating, and supervising all US Government elements in the host nation, except 
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those under the command of a combatant commander. ·Geographic combatant 
commanders are responsible for coordinating with US Ambassadors in their geographic 
area of responsibility as necessary across the range of military operations. 

Multinational Unity of Effort. As shown in the figure below, there are some general 
principles for attaining unity of effort among allied or coalition forces. 

Unity of command may not be politically feasible but should be a goal if at all possible. 
Although important, it is only one of the components of unity of effort, and the others must be 
attained in any case. First, there must be common understanding among all national forces of 
the overall rum of the multinational force and the concept for its attainment. Simplicity of 
plan and organization is essential. 

Coordinated policy, particularly on such matters as alliance or coalition commanders' 
authority over national logistics (including infrastructure) and intelligence, is required. 
Coordinated planning for rules of engagement, fratricide prevention, deception, electronic 
warfare, communications, special weapons, source and employment of reserves, and timing 
of operations is essential for unity of effort. Actions to improve interoperability and the 
ability to share information need to be addressed early (as early as the development of'rnilitary 
systems for formal alliances). Nations should exchange qualified liaison officers at the earliest 
opportunity to ensure mutual understanding and unity of effort. 

Finally, commanders and their representatives must establish and maintain trust and 
confidence among the multinational forces. Plain and objective communication, together 
with common courtesy, is essential. 

JP3-0 
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PRINCIPLES OF MULTINATIONAL 
UNITY OF EFFORT 

. ~ ~ •· ~. 

· COftt1Pv10N UNDERSTA~··-JDiNG 
Among all forces of the overall aim and the concept of its 
attainment. Simplicity of plan and organizatio·n is essential. 

CCORDiNATED POLICV 
Nations should exchange qualified liaison officers at the 
earliest opportunity to improve interoperability and mutual 
understanding. 

TRUST AND CONFIDENCE 

Must be established and maintained by commanders and 
their representatives. Plain and objective communication, 
together with common courtesy, is essential. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 
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UNITY OF INTELLIGENCE EFFORT 

For a particular area of interest. there should be unity of intelligence effort to ensure complete, 
accurate, and current intelligence to develop the best possible understanding of the adversary 
and the situation, and to reduce unnecessary redundancy and duplication. Joint force 
commanders (JFCs) have the responsibility and authority to determine; direct, and coordinate 
all mission-related~ollection and analysis through centralized or apportioned collection and 
production management efforts. When liaison personnel are provided by national iritelligence 
and/or combat support agencies, the Intelligence Directorate (J-2) should integrate their efforts 
with the joint intelligencecenter/jointintelligencesupport element. These liaison personnel 
are normally organized into a national intelligence support team and support the JFC as an 
integral part of the J-2 organization. Access to intelligence capabilities to support mission 
responsibilities must be without regard to organization or command configurations. This 
approach allows the commander and J-2 to orchestrate pertinent intelligence activities to 
meet joint force intelligence requirements. 

The JFC should have assured access to all necessary national and theater intelligence 
capabilities. If higher priority or competing tasks preclude optimum support to the JFC, that 
commander and the senior commander assigning the missionmust be informed so they may 
make timely and alternative provision for intelligence or assess the effects of gaps in intelligence 
to the operation. 

Subordinate commanders employ organic intelligence capabilities to support their assigned 
missions. At the same time, those capabilities must be available to assist the joint ~ffort under 
the J-2' s concept of synchronizing all forces' intelligence requirements. The J -2 must establish 
a flexible and tailored architecture of procedures, organizations, and equipment focused on 

· the joint commander's needs. This intelligence system of systems complements and reinforces 
the organic c·apabilities at each echelon and, when necessary, provides direct support to 
subordinate commanders whose organic capabilities cannot be brought to bear. 

The keys to unity of intelligence effort for joint operations are ensured access to any needed. 
mission-relatedintelligencecapability and coordination of all intelligence efforts in or about 
the area of interest. Cooperation of intelligence organizations is important, but it is not a 
substitute for a unified and coordinated effort. 

The JFC should ensure that the subordinate commands assist each other in collecting and 
evaluating intelligence needed to the maximum extent compatible with the requirements of 
their respective commands and the joint force. As shown in the figure below, this includes 
sharing intelligence sources, collection assets and operations; collection management, data 
bases, intelligence analysis, production, and communications. This principle of sharing also 
applies to other forces and to intelligence organizations that support the joint force. Sharing 
is an affirmative responsibility of commands and organizations that have the ability to support 
joint operations. Sharing and mutual support are essential to integrating all resources and 
capabilities into a unified system that will best fulfill the prioritized intelligence needs for 
joint operations. The JFC will establish the command relationships for all assigned forces, 
including intelligence assets. Normally, components having organic intelligence staffs and 

. forces will remain the assets of that component commander. If the JFC wants organic 
intelligence assets of a component to support other units,.the JFC will usually assign that 
intelligence support mission to the component commander. Separate intelligence units and 
organizations assigned to the joint force will receive one of the four standard support missions 
from the JFC. • 
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Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 

UNMANNED AERIAL VEHICLE 

: · . · .. · .. ·~·· ... :: , ...... >~-:::·:>;~~:.:~~[::~~~:;f~tR?JJf:~~:~~~~;t);;~~~r~:F:;?J:~~~::T:;:~ 
A powered, aerial vehicle that does not carr-Y :a.·human'~'op·etatO.r/:·uses;:·· 
aerodynamic forces to provide vehicle lift, can fly ~utonprnq~$1Y,.:()f.ij~~?P..ilot~~L:: 
remotely, can be expendable or recoverable, and can'earry::~:letluif()t.neri.l~to~t"/: 
payload. BalliStic or semiballisticvehicles-~ cruise misslles~and:a~illecy,pr:Qj~le$::2=: 
are not considered unmanned aerial vehicles. Alsti call~~- 8.~Y:i!~[i~~[1~~:·,~;~;]J.]~·fJ~:;1 

Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs) are operated in the airspace control area by each 
component of the joint force. The established principles of airspace management used in 
manned flight operations will normally apply to UAV operations. The UAV is difficult to 
acquire and does not provide a clear radar signature, presenting a potential hazard to high 
performance aircraft. Therefore, U AV operations should be coordinated with all appropriate 
airspace control agencies to provide safe separation of UAV sand manned aircraft and prevent 
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engagement by friendly forces. UAV airspacecontrolconsiderationsare shown in the figure 
below. 

Present reconnaissance assets available to the commander are generally large, costly, and 
· usually manned, or are satellite systems. The unmanned aerial vehicle provides an additional 

capability to the commander to conduct day or night reconnaissance, surveillance, and target 
acquisition (RSTA), rapid battle damage assessment (BDA), and battlefield management 
(within line-of-sight of the ground control station) in high-threat or heavily defended areas 
where the loss of high-value, manned systems is likely and near real time information is 
r!;!quired. Employment of UAVs in Vietnam and Operation DESERT STORM proved the 
capability of the UAV in a combat environment. UAV s require relatively few maintenance, 
control, and operating personnel or transportation assets for deployment (versus manned 
fixed-wing, helicopter, or radio units). Satellite systems are national assets and may not be 
available, or it may take too long to get the information from these assets to the supported 
commander. U AV s provide commanders with an enhanced capability to collect, disseminate, 
and exploit combat intelligence information in n~ar real time. 

UAVs are significant force enhancers. When first introduced, the UAVs were referred to 
as remotely piloted vehicles. With the development of Department of Defense-approved 
class categories, the name has been changed to UAV. 

Future improvements promise mission area growth. The UAV also provides fire support 
agencies an ability to target and adjust supporting arms at significantly greater distances and 
at reduced risk when compared to current forward observer, forward air controller, and forward 
air controller (airborne) procedures. The U AV provides near real time target information and 
weapon designation capabilities, which can reduce the risk to manned aircraft performing 
air-to-surface weapon spotting and delivery. UAV assets can be task-organized, and UAV 
class categories can be selected to achieve maximum flexibility and mission success. Present 
mission assignments center on the UAV's ability to perform RSTA and BDA. 
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airspace control 

JP 3-52 
3-55.1 

USABILITY 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
JTIP for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 

The form in which intelligence is provided to the joint force commander (JFC) should be 
tailored for particular applications or be suitable for general use without additional analysis 
or manipulation. As much as practicable, intelligence must be in a- form suitable for application 
when it is received. Intelligence production and the tailoring of particular materials for 
operational and tactical commanders must be done in the perspective of the JFC's need for 
timely application. Dissemination must be direct and concise with the command mission and 
the intelligence purpose in mind. The commander should be able to quickly identify and 
apply relevant intelligence. Common terminology and multimedia methods must be employed 
in the communication of intelligence so that it is understandable and useful given the capabilities 
and time constraints of the commander. Provision of useful intelligence requires producers 
to understand the circumstances under which their products are used, and implies the JFC's 
responsibility to communicate his operational intent or situation and any particular requirements 
of content, form, medium, or presentation. 
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Related Terms 
intelligence 

Source Joint Publications 
JP2-0 Joint Doctrine for Intelligence Support to Operations 
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VALUES 

Our military service is based on values- those standards that American military experience 
has proven to be the bedrock of combat success. These values are common to .all the Services 
and represent the essence of our professionalism. 

First and always is integrity. In the case of joint action, as within a Service, integrity is the 
cornerstone for building trust. We know as members of the armed forces that whatever the 
issue at hand, we can count on each other to say what we mean and do what we say. This 
allows us to rely with confidence on others to carry out assigned tasks. This is an enormous 
advantage for building effective teams. 

Competence is at the center of our relationship with the American people and cements the 
mutual cohesion between leader and follower. Our fellow citizens expect that we are competent 
in every aspect of warfare; those we lead into battle deserve no less. Each of the Services has 
organized, trained, and equipped superbly competent forces whose ability to fight with 
devastating effectiveness in the air, on land, and at sea is the foundation on which successful 
joint action rests. 

For the dedicated professional, building Service competence is an intense, lifelong affair. 
In addition, many serve in assignments req~iring an additional competency in joint skills; 
and all members of the armed forces must understand their fellow Services to the extent 
required for effective operations. Moreover, those who will lead joint forces must develop 
skill in orchestrating air, land, sea, space, and special operations forces into smoothly 
functioning joint teams. 

Since warfare began, physical courage has defined warriors. The United States of America 
is blessed with its Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, Marines, and Coast Guardsmen, whose courage 
knows no boundaries. This publication recounts examples of splendid acts of heroism. Even 
in warfare featuring advanced technology, individual fighting spirit and courage remain the 
inspiration for battle teamwork. 

Moral courage is also essential in military operations. This includes the willingness to 
stand up for what we believe is right even if that stand is unpopular or contrary to conventional 
wisdom. Other aspects of moral courage involve risk taking and tenacity: making bold decisions 
in the face of uncertainty, accepting full responsibility for the outcome, and holding to the 
chosen course despite challenges or difficulties. 

We also must have the courage to wield military power in an unimpeachable moral fashion. 
We respect human rights. We observe the Geneva Conventions not only as a matter of legality 
but from conscience. This behavior is integral to our status as American fighting men and 
women. Acting with conscience reinforces the links among the Services and between the 
Armed Forces of the United States and the American people, and these linkages are basic 
sources of our strength. 

Lastly, teamwork is the cooperative effort by the members of a group to achieve common 
goals. The Armed Forces of the United States are the team. Deterring aggression and, if need 
be, winning our wars are the team's common goals. Americans culturally respond to and 
respect teamwork as an important value. This provides the Armed Forces of the United States 
a solid basis upon which to build effective joint teams. Several elements support effective 
teamwork. 

• Trust and Confidence. Trust - defined as total confidence in the integrity, ability, and 
good character of another- is one of the most important ingredients in building strong 
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teams. Trust expands the commander's options and enhances flexibility, agility, and the 
freedom to take the initiative when conditions warrant. Trust does not result from good 
feelings or devout wishes but is based on the mutual confidence resulting from honest 

,,... efforts to learn about and understand the capabilities each member brings to the team. 
Trust and confidence within a joint force are built the same way as within a Service 
tactical unit: by han~ work, demonstrated competence, and planning and training together. 
Trust has often been singled out by key members of the most effective US joint forces as 
a dominant characteristic of their teams. 

• Delegation. The delegation of authority commensurate with responsibility is a necessary 
part of building trust and teamwork. Oversupervision disrupts teamwork. Military history 
demonstrates that delegation unleashes the best efforts and greatest initiative among all 
members of military teams. Delegation is especially important in joint warfare where 
Service expertise is the essential building block. 

• Cooperation. This aspect of teamwork can be at .tension with competition. Both are 
central human characteristics, but the nature of modem warfare puts a premium on 
cooperation with each other to compete with the enemy. Higher echelons should never 
have to mandate cooperation. Cooperation requires team players and the willingness to 
share credit with all team members. 

In conclusion, military analysts have long pointed out that unit cohesion is a most important 
cause of excellence in combat. At a higher organizational level, cultivation of the values 
discussed here helps master the challenges inherent in building joint cohesion from individual 
Service elements and produces a shared loyalty among the members of a joint team. 

. . .. · . ·. • ... • .. · .. ·· . • Joint Wa~~ I~ ~~~,~~i~~~\~~~;i).~!~~~1i\~~~~l~~~2'[ 
'"When a team takes to the field, individual speciali$ts come:togetf1er:to·achievEtV;:'· 

~~e.:~a~:i.::•:!::~~!:'r!~!:~X:~!'::!:~:;~~':f;~~tt~i~;~;!~~l 
so It Is when the Armed Forces of the United States ·g·o :t~Jw•rl;•:YI,e\mu•t:WJt1:>:· 
every time. . . . .. ::· .. ,: · •. :, ·:~--:::::~::- .~. };.,:·;,~,:·.:.;,.:,;·,j\;.:~.:·:"i:F1.::F. 
Every soldier must .take· the battlefield. believing his .or.:hef.''unlt;~ls(th•fb&S•·=iri\':;; 

. ·r::~o=~~~~=~= =~~·~~:~~:=~~~:~~~~f~~~;]i;N:;;~f; 
Every Marine must hit'the beach believing that there are•nq:~!firl.f.ntrym:8~~?':::, 
In the world. . . · . . . : ·. ·. :, : · =i : ::' :. :;·~:).:•:j}M'>Uf![;:·,,.:;~\~::0\;.) :.;;/,:; .. 
But they all must also believe that they are part of::a·:ta.rii; :a]()lfl.(;t~m~:,:u.;iit,::>. 

~~~at:~~~~!~~~is Ia our hdWon, this Is .o~r·~~i!~~:~Jllr~~~~l 
Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 1 Joint Warfare of the Armed Forces of the United States 
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When other instruments of national power (diplomatic, economic, and informational) are 
unable or inappropriate to achieve national objectives or protect national interests, the US . 
national leadership may decide to conduct large-scale, sustained combat operations to achieve 
national objectives or protect national interests, placing the US in a wartime state. In such 
cases, the goal is to win as quickly and with as few casualties as possible, achieving national 
objectives and concluding hostilities on terms favorable to the US and its multinational partners. 

JP3-0 

· Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
Doctrine for Joint Operations 

WARNING ORDER 

.. : 1.;~. "A "pielim·i~ary noti~ of an orde'~ 6~ actiori':w~fJ6;'~~:tw::t~i1§~~~i(~~~)t~~~~1:f~J'~;;: 
crisis aCtion planning directive issued by the. Ch~irffi~p-'ot;:l~~:i·~piplrC~l~f~,.(){";~:: 
Staff that initiates the development: and evaluatiq,~),()f:::¢q~~~:~;QfjR!iq"q'~§~f:'~:l,1ir 
supported commander.and requests that a corrim~n.~~r'~·~sljm~,~~:·$u~rJ)jtt9,p.;·'1( 
3. A planning directive that describes the. sit~~tiQ.ij·~~:-_:~n()Ca;i~~ .. ~:tpfc:e~;:;~~;:;~:~.~ 
resources, establishes command relationships.,j),r:dyi~e~.'Qtt:f~f:,;t~:~l~( pJ~nQ·i~9>l·.: 
guidance, and initiates subordinat_~-~-~it missi~~Ae':~g~i~n~~f:~~~t!{%~i.b,fJJiF~J·~~1[J1~f~;S~l~~~J~r,J_:: 
During Phase m of crisis action planning, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff normally 

publishes the WARNING ORDER. a planning guidance message to the supported commander 
and other members of the Joint Planning and Execution Community. TheW ARNING ORDER 
establishes command relationships( designating supported and supporting commanders) and 
states the mission. objectives. and known constraints. The WARNING ORDER usually 
allocates forces and strategic lift or requests the supported commander to develop force and 
strategic lift requirements using Joint Operation Planning and Execution System (JOPES). 
A tentative C-day and L-hour are provided in the WARNING ORDER, or the supported 
commander is requested to propose a C-day and L-hour. Finally, the WARNING ORDER 
directs the supported commander to develop courses of action (CO As). If time permits, the 
supported command should use JOPES automated data processing and begin entering 
preliminary force movement requirements. If a specific COA is already being considered, 
the WARNING ORDER will be used to describe that COA and request the supported 
commander's assessment. The WARNING ORDER establishes a deadline for US 
Transportation Command's (USTRANSCOM 's )preliminary force deployment estimate and 
forceclosureprofileandforthesupportedcommander'sresponse-theCOMMANDER'S 
ESTIMATE. Time permitting, the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff may direct 
USTRANSCOM to develop a DEPLOYMENT ESTIMATE for analytical purposes. 

In extremely time-sensitive situations, the WARNING ORDER may be issued orally or 
even omitted. When theW ARNING ORDER is omitted, a PLANNING ORDER or ALERT 
ORDER may be issued. When issued in lieu of a WARNING ORDER, the PLANNING or 
ALERT ORDERs will contain the force, strategic lift, and C-day and L-hour information. 
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Related Terms 
alert order; execute order; planning order 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 5-03.1 Joint Operation Planning and Execution System, Vol 1: (Planning Policies 

and Procedures) 

WEAPONEERING 

Th~ ~:rb~~:s~ of dete~ining the. q~~~titY of a sp~~~i~a'~b-~'6t~i~t~~~6f)ABti~,~~~t . 
. · weapons. :required to achieve a speeific level ofdafri~ge:ttg::a_,giver:~_targ~t;i<~ · 
? : .. :con~idering ·target vulnerability, weapon effect~. mu~itiol'ls:':d~liv~ryiacp~··ra.,cy~'':ii' 
·: .: . da~a~~ ~rite ria,- probability of kill, and weap~n .r~li~-~~!~{!;~:~~};~1~J':j,'1~·}.~i~·j"~[~;_-{;:;[.,:~~f([;Tz~~-;j8~ 

During the weaponeering/allocation phase, targeting personnel quantify the expected results 
of lethal and nonlethal weapons employment against prioritized targets. The joint integrated 
prioritized target list (JIPTL), the prioritized listing of potential targets, constructed during 
the target development phase, provides the basis for weaponeering assessmentacti vi ties. All 
approved targets are weaponeered on target worksheets, which detail recommended aim 
points, recommended number/type aircraft and weapons, fuzing, target identification and 
description, target attack objectives, target area threats, and probability of destruction. The 
final prioritized targets are then included into the Master Air Attack Plan (MAAP). The 
resulting MAAP is the plan of employment that forms the foundation of the joint air tasking 
order. The MAAP is a key element of the concept of joint air operations. The development 
of the MAAP includes the review of joint force commander and joint force air component 
commander guidance; component direct air support plans and support requests from 
components; updates to target requests; availability of capabilities/forces; target selection 
from the JIPTL; and aircraft allocation. 

JP 3-56.1 
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Source Joint Publications 
Command and Control for Joint Air Operations 
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WEAPONENGAGEMENTZONE 

;· . engagement zone'~. ·In air defense~· that airspaC,~ ~Of: defi~e~ Ci!iri9,Q~i§ps'-lN,ithin?'~ 
~:.<whiqh the. responsibility for engagement of airtllre(its,;(lorfri~UYJ~~~'-Wi~t,i;tjigfi~f,:;;: 

' =~~~~~~~:~~~~~a;~ ~~~~~=~s:.~~a~~~~~r~~~t~~~~i~~~r~~~~"~i 
which the responsibility for engagement of aidijreat~'hQi111~1.19~r:~~st~·:).Y~ry'l§yy~:tq£:): 

.·, rriedium-altitudesurface-to-airmissiles. Also call~d-4:QM~~J\~>:~n9r~±r~[l9~~~t/: 
> .. defense engagement zone. In air defense, that:airspa~;qf,g~~,6e.{jQ.~vt~9~i9nS,;).,, 
. · withh1 which the responsibilityfor.engagement9t:a.!r~tt1t~a~io?f:M~!Iyie~Js,With~;c;· 

... :;a2~!~i5E.~~n~=:~:~$1ilf~~-~li 
' air defense systems (surface-to-air missiles and aircraft)::ara·:·sirljplt~nepysly:{':j 
employed to engage air threats. Also called J~~:-.~\':.~:,,;_{i:l~:{\~'',j~-;1~-~1~-~~~t;:f;,1't~~~t!~J:t~.~~~J(iB~~-;J 
In air defense, a weapons engagement zone (WEZ) is airspace of defined dimensions within 

which the responsibility for engagement normally rests with a particular weapon system. 
These include fighter engagement zone, high-altitudemissileengagementzone, low-altitude 
missile engagement zone, short-range ait defense engagement zone, and joint engagement 
zone. 

WEZ defines air defense areas by weapon system. From. an airspace control perspective, 
WEZ provides airspace users with location of the air defense engagement for mission planning 
purposes. Design of the WEZ is -dependent on specific weapon system capabilities. The 
point of contact for designation of a WEZ is the area air defense commander. 

Related Terms 

Source Joint Publications 
JP 3-52 Doctrine for Joint Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 
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can cause large-scale shifts in strategic and operational objectives, phases, and courses of 
action. Thus, planning for the possibility of both friendly and enemy use is important to 
campaign design. 

It may not be the sheer killing power of these weapons that represents the grea~esteffect. It 
is the strategic, operational, psychological, and political impacts of their use that can affect 
strategic objectives and campaign design. 

The effective combination of conventional offensive and defensive operations can·help 
reduce the effectiveness or success of an enemy's use ofWMD. Offensive measures include 
raids, strikes, and operations designed to locate and neutralize the threat of such weapons. 
Joint force commanders (JFCs) implement defensive nuclear, biological, and chemical 
measures and plan for effective air and theater missile defense with different systems. 

Multinational operations become more complicated with the threat of employment of these 
weapons. An enemy may use W1viD against other coalition members, especially those with 
no or little defense against these weapons, to disintegrate the coalition. 

·Intelligence systems and planners advise JFCs of an opponent's capability to employ W1viD 
and under what ~onditions that opponent is most likely to do so. This advice includes an 
assessment of the enemy's willingness and intent to employ these weapons. It is importantto 
ensure that friendly force dispositions do not provide lucrative targets for enemy WMD. 

When directed by the National Command Authorities (NCA), JFCs plan for the employment 
of theater nuclear weapons by US forces in a manner consistent with national policy and 
strategic guidance. The employment of such weapons signifies an escalation of the war and 
is an NCA decision. The Commander in Chief, US Strategic Command's capabilities to 
assist in the planning of all nuclear missions are available to support nuclear weapon 
employment. 

If directed to plan for the use of theater nuclear weapons, JFCs typically have two escalating 
objectives. The first is to deter or prevent an enemy attack that employs WMD. To make 
opponents understand that friendly forces possess ·and will use such weapons, JFCs may 
simply communicate that to the enemy, using psychological operations (PSYOP) or other 
means. Regardless, JFCs implement measures to increase readiness and preserve the option · 
to respond, including the alert and forward positioning, if required, of appropriate systems. 
Attempts at prevention or denial may include targeting and attacking enemy W1viD capability 
by conventional and special operations forces. 

If deterrence fails. JFCs respond appropriately, consistent with national policy and strategic 
guidance, to enemy aggression while seeking to control the intensity and scope of conflict 
and destruction. That response could be conventional in nature, but may include the 
employment of W1viD. 

Force protection is imperative in this environment. The joint force can survive use of 
WMD by anticipating their employment. Commanders can protect their forces in a variety 
of ways, including training. PSYOP. operations security, dispersion of forces, use of protective 
clothing, inoculation.and proper use of terrain for shielding against effects. Enhancement of 
force protection by using all available measures reduces incentives for a first strike by an 
enemy with NBC weapons. 

JP3-0 
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WORLDWIDE MILITARY COMMAND AND CONTROL SYSTEM 

Worldwide Military Command and ControlS ystem (WWMCCS) is the system that provides 
the means for operati~nal direction and technical administrative support for command and 
control of US military forces. It supports joint operation planning and implementation. 
WWMCCS furnishes the multi path channel of secure communications that transmits tactical 
warning and assessment intelligence to the National Command Authorities (NCA) and 
direction from the NCA to the combatant commanders. WWMCCS consists of theN ational 
Military Command System, the command, control, communications, and computer (C4) 
systems of the combatant commanders, the WWMCCS-relatedmanagement and information 
systems of the Military Departments, the C4 systems of the Service component commands, 
and the C4 support systems of Department of Defense agencies. The automated data processing 
system supports four basic functional areas: resource and unit monitoring, conventional 
planning and execution, nuclear planning and execution, and tactical warning and attack 
assessment intelligence. 

WWMCCS Intercomputer Network (WIN) provides planners with the means to review, 
update, and transfer data rapidly between WWMCCS locations. It permits real time secure 
communications. WIN enables commanders and staffs to work critical compartmented plans 
and operation orders by innate characteristics of user identification and other system safeguards. 
Within WIN, the telecommunications network permits access to computer resources at separate 
WWMCCS locations and use of those resources. The WIN file transfer service supports the 
exchange of large volumes of data such as time-phased force and deployment data files 
between members of the Joint Planning and Execution Commuriity (JPEC). The WIN 
teleconference enables interconnected members of the JPEC to confer and exchange textual 

. information simultaneously. 
Related Terms 

Joint Operation Planning and Execution System 
Source Joint Publications 

JP 5-0 Doctrine for Planning Joint Operations 
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