








rmtmI Well the - and I am just going off memory from reading the story this morning 
because I think that it mentioned that they wouldn't reveal the name of the reporter for 
security reasons, one who may have gone into Haditha to conduct the interviews, but also 
believe that they conducted interviews with individuals, so various levels of sourcing in 
tenns of people who may have seen what happened, may have been involved, or may 
have heard from others - so it could have been second- or third-hand information. I 
didn't get the indication that the reporters were there when any of this happened, but then 
went back afterwards to talk to the townspeople. Does that - does that help at all? 

Q: Yeah, it is littered with quotes that are very incendiary, so I am just curious as to the 
sourcing, so if that's what you have; that's what you have. 

Q: Jed Babbin again, guys. In tenns of the Congress, we're hearing that Senator Warner 
might want to have hearings or something, I mean, what requirements or what requests 
are these helpful folks levying on you these days? 

Sandkuhler: Kevin Sandkuhler. We have -I am not aware of having received any official 
request for infonnation or documents or people to testify, et cetera, yet. They have all 
said that, you know, we are going to have hearings on this some time. We have not 
gotten, as you characterize it, the helpful requests so that they can help clarify the issues 
for us. 

It does raise Jed, as you know, a significant number of legal issues. Are they going to 
subpoena witnesses? Are these witnesses going to be people that will have to get some 
level of immunization to testify at the Congress? How does it impact cases in the future if 
there are cases? Evidence, other infonnation. It does not make life simpler. 

Q: It's precisely the kind ofhe1p you really don't need. 

Sandkuhler: From the legal standpoint, I would love for everybody to keep their mouths 
shut so we can get the investigations done so people will keep talking to us, so we can get 
all the evidence gathered without having any taints and people ruJUling and hiding with 
information when they find out, you know, their name is going to be plastered allover the 
media, and get that all concluded so we could proceed in an orderly fashion without the 
helpful people from other sources. 

So the Congress - that will be problematic, as you can imagine. And just go back to the 
prior history - you know, the last, I don't - go back 30 years, 25 years, 20 years - think 
of all the problems when they wanted to have Ollie North before the criminal 
investigation was done, and how that impacted the ability to prosecute and defend, et 
cetera. 

Q: Thanks. 

rmm One other note on the congressional piece, too. As I am sure you are aware, the 
commandant did go over to the Hill, again not on specific request, but in order to keep 
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the leadership apprised of what was going on in these cases and his legislative director 
followed him and did some briefing as well. > 

Q: The nature of the enemy that was being fought on November the 19th in Haditha, were 
they characterized in the immediate after action as just Sunni insurgents, or were there 
evidence offoreignjihadists th~t were embedded and perhaps were even using children, 
women as shields? 

•	 Don't know the answer to that one. That may be something that comes out in the 
course of the investigation, but I do not know. I was there at the time in terms of - in Iraq 
- we felt, in our intelligence, you know, verified that the foreign fighter influence'­
influence, I should - the numbers of foreign fighters in western Iraq was pretty small. 
Obviously they had a big influence. But most of the ~ys we were fighting in western 
Iraq were local Sunni insurgents. 

Q: Okay. 

_ All right gentlemen, any other questions? 

Q: Yeah, I just sent that email to you mIGD Could you just read that over and make sure 
it's okay? 

mmD Will do, sir. 

Q:Bare you going to follow up with the Corps to find out ifthey sent out something 
on a traming stand down, because I am confused by what is on the web page. 

_ Yeah, no, we'll get that to you. 

Sandkuhler(?) : I don't think they have used the tenn stand down. I am looking at the 
press release, and they just talked about a training, commander direct training. 

Q: They even said one report I got (inaudible - that it?) would be conducted over the next 
30 days. 

Voice (?): Right, that's what it says in here. 

Q:mIm anything you can get on that, I've got to go on two TV programs here, that 
would be great, as well as that press release by the commandant of the Marine Corps. 

rmmtJ Sure. 

_ And,~again. Just one last point I'd like to make, and I think General 
Sandkuhler will probably jump on. As you can imagine, we have received a lot of 
requests from media to get the commandant out there'to talk, to do interviews, to have 
media tag along as he goes and talks to Marines. Obviously, Jots of concerns with that on 
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a number of levels, not the least of which is, again, perceptions of unlawful command 
influence. So we are getting a lot of pressure, but the commandant's talks to his Marines 
are intended to be that, for him to talk to his Marines. 

Again, we do not want to put the commandant in a position based on, you know, the 
media's desire to get him to talk that's going to pollute the system. So, while he is 
obviously concerned, he has serious concerns with these allegations, he is not in a 
position to address them while there are ongoing investigations. Sir? 

Sandkuhler: I would just reinforce, you know, the statement that he has made on Marine 
virtue is the kind of statement that you would expect the senior Marine, our leader, to talk 
about with Marines when there's investigations pending, to talk about how we expect 
each of us to behave, and at what level to behave, and how we can comport ourselves to 
comply with our honor, courage and commitment. And that's the kind of things he needs 
to go out and reinforce. 

Talking to specifics to all of the Marines in the Marine Corps doesn't do any good. That's 
not what he needs to reinforce. He needs to reinforce the basic virtue. So that's what he is 
going when he goes out; he is talking to his Marines about how we expect Marines to 
behave, whether it is on liberty, on duty, on the battlefield or off the battlefield. 

Q: Could you say again the exact title of AR15-6 investigation, what do you call it in the 
Marine Corps? 

Sandkuhler: Well, in the Marine Corps tenns we'd call it like a JAG manual 
investigation. And that the 15-6 again is - the Anny guys can tell you this - is AR15-6 
that refers to the regulation that guides it. It's an administrative investigation that 
commanders can use for a variety of reasons - to find out why their supply system is 
losing gear, to find out why people are getting in trouble in town - they can use it for any 
number of reasons. In this case it's to look at why the reporting was not accurate, and 
also was the level of training of the Marines involved prior to the event sufficient? And 
those are characterized as administrative investigations. And then if they find the criminal 
investigation - criminal matters that they think exists, then they can tum it over to NCIS, 
or the commander can take some administrative and disciplinary action based up on that 
investigation. 

Q: This is Jeff McCausland again. Sadly, I don't think this is going to go away any time 
soon -- I sure hope to God it does -- but it might be useful rmrm and General 
Sandkuhler, if you can have mIl send us some contact info in addition to ~"'m·~l'Jm~iI· email 
address and you all's offices in case we need to make a quick check on the legal side or 
on the public affairs side as this thing goes on for however long it goes on. 

~ Yeah, I am happy to do that. All right gentlemen, thanks again for joining us, and I 
will send - and I will be sending out stuff this afternoon. Keep us posted for media that 
you do on this. . 

NY TIMES 6082
 



Q: Yeah, I'll be on O'Reilly tonight. 

Q: CNN in the morning,. 

_Okay, great. 

Q: Thanks very muoh guys. 

_ Let us know if we can do anything else foryou. 

Q:Bye. 
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(b)(6) 
-----~ 

From:· . rb1tld CIV, OASD-PA
 
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 20066:48 PM
 
To: Ruff, Eric, SES, OSD; Barber, Alli"so~n~. ~CI1IVii'IIiOiiAiiSiiDiI-.PA
 
Cc: ~Mlri CIV, OASD-PA; UMlij
 
Subject: haditha
 

fyi. here are some media hits reo haditha. also, jed babbin will be on o'reilly tonight, the second half of the hour.
 
general shepperd, general scales, and bob maginnis were also on the call this afternoon.
 
thanks
 

ml 

From: McCausland, Jeffrey [mailto:mccauslj@ (b)(6)
 
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 2006 2:48 PM
 
To:~mm ;CIV,OASD-PA
 
Subject: RE: conference call
 

mICiJ·· thanks for all the great work. Here is what I have done on the story.and will be doing in the near term: 

CBS radio in a couple of minutes for their national roundup. 

Up to the Minute tonite (I think) 

American Morning tomorrow at 0830 

Already done about 10 two-ways with CBS affiliates around the country. 

Send the material as qUick as you can... they are coming over the wire... 

jeff 

Jeffrey D. McCausland, PhD
 
Director, Leadership in Conflict Initiative
 
Dickinson College
 
233 Louther Street
 
Carlisle, Penns Ivania 17013 
Tel: • 
Fax 
Email: mccauslj 
WMN.dickinson.edu/departments/leadershipl 
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From: JedBabbin@tlt1fl.W
 
Sent: ThUI1i(' June 01, 20062:25 PM
 
To: tmTm 
Cc: Ruff, Eric, SES, OSD
 
SUbject: Hugh Hewitt Show
 

tmmI I'm guest-hosting for Hugh Hewitt on his national radio show tomorrow (6-9 pm, EDT, Salem 
Radio Network, www.hughhewitt.com). I know the commandant is in Iraq, but is he or his deputy 
available to talk about this for 10 minutes on the air? Or one of the former commandants? The 
message I want to send is in my RealClearPolitics column today: this is an aberration. Ple,ase let me 
know. Best, Jed. 

Jed Babbin 
(b)(2) (Home office) 

(Mobile) 
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--- - - - - - --- -~-----~----~- -- ­

elV, QASD-PA
 
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 2006 9: 15 AM
 
To: Ruff, Eric, SES, QSD
 
Subject: RE: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request
 

From: 

Importance: High 

.~: I just faxed the Haditha story by Jed Babbin and the email. Let me know when you receive 
it. 

-----Original Message----­
From: Ruff, Eric, SES, OSC 
Sent; Thursday, June 01, 2006 9:06 AM 
To:N5ffri. CIV, OASC-PA 
Subject: Re: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request 

Ok. Can you please print out the entire email and fax? Thanks. 

-----Original Message----­
From:N5Ua CIV, OASC-PA 
To: Ruff, Eric, SES, OSC; • • CIV, OASC-PA 
CC: t.miri SFC, OASD-PA
 
Sent: Thu Jun 01 08:58:32 2006
 
Subject: RE: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request
 

There are no attachments. 

-----Oriqinal Message----­
From: _ • 
Sent: Thursday, June 01, 2006 8:53 AM 
To: rJ!!W1d CIV, OASC-PA; (b)(6) CIV, OASD-PA 
Cc: N~f:i SFC, OASD-PA 
Subject: Re: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request 

I am unable to open the attachments/images. [~ij anc yo please print these out and 
fax to the plane in a few hours? Thanks 

-----Ori~inal Message----­
From: tUuM • CIV, OASD-PA
 
To: Ruff, Eric, SES, OSD
 
Sent: Thu Jun 01 07:13:59 2006
 
Subject: Fw: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request
 

I know where you stand on wsj but here is gouge on autralia journalist. Need a decision 
so I can work a read ahead. Thx and have a great trip! 

111111111111., CIV, OASD-PA 

their interview request 

NMlri 
Thanks. It turns out that the only Aussie print journalist we know is attending the 
Dialogue is a terrific candidate for the roundtable. Patrick Walters, National Security 
Editor for The Australian, is attending as a delegate. We've checked into his writing, 
and it's straight-forward. I've attached a sample article, and copied it below, should 
you be reading this on Blackberry. I've confirmed with my Australian counterpart ' that 
there are no Australians credentialed as print journalists. 

A roundtable with Barry Wain of the AWSJ, Felix Soh of the Straits Times, Patrick Walters 
3 

NY TIMES 6086
 



of the Australian, and a pool writer from your traveling group would make for a great 
conversation. 

Cheers, Valerie 

copyright 2005 Nationwide News pty Limited The Australian December 10, 2005 Saturday Xtra 
Edition 

HEADLINE: RISING COST OF TERRORISM - SPECIAL REPORT: Defence 
BYLINE: Patrick Walters 

BODY:
 
spending level, a critical concern for analysts, is barely mentioned in Australia's
 
strategic defence update, writes Patrick Walters
 

THE global terrorist challenge, the looming threat of weapons of mass destruction, and the 
problem of failing states in Australia's neighbourhood form the focus of Defence's new 
strategic update due to launched next week by Defence Minister Robert Hill. 

The update will confirm global terrorism as Australia's top security priority for the 
foreseeable future as the Government prepares to commit more troops to Afghanistan, and 
possibly Iraq, next year and give the Army more combat weight. 

It also stipulates that Defence's role in the war on terror should form part of a more co­
ordinated whole-of-government approach which recognises the limited utility of military 
force in defeating Islamist terrorism. 

Senator Hill and Prime Minister John Howard are also expected to announce details of a 
billion-dollar plan to upgrade the Army -- the biggest transformation in the land force 
since Wolrd War II. 

The need to give the Army more combat punch and create more flexible fighting formations 
which can be adapted for contingencies ranging from peacekeeping to war-fighting will be 
the main capability upgrade detailed in the update document -- the first Government 
defence review since 2003. 

The update contains no radical departures in Australia's defence doctrine as laid down in 
the 2000 defence white paper. 

It confirms the defence of Australia and its immediate security interests in the South 
Pacific and South-East Asia as the principal determinants of the defence force structure. 

It also recognises that Defence's emerging capabilities such as a larger, more mobile and 
better protected Army, and the Navy's planned amphibious ships and air warfare destroyers 
should also be able to contribute to coalition operations further away from the borders of 
Australia. 

As well as giving an overview of the global terrorist threat and Australia's security 
interests in Iraq and Afghanistan, the update will detail the Government's concerns about 
weapons of mass destruction proliferation and emerging security issues thrown up by 
failing small neighbouring states. 

The update reviews regional security developments, including the steady evolution of both 
China and Japan's military capabilities and US power projection in the Pacific as the us 
reviews its forward military bases in the region. 

"We don't see anything in the changes occurring in the region that causes us to make 
changes in the defence force structure," Senator Hill told The Australian. 

He said terrorism continued to pose "the real and immediate threat" and would do so for 
some time to come. "There's obviously a threat from within our region and certainly 
terrorism continues to be a major problem within the Middle East." 

The defence review comes at a time when rapidly rising capital equipment costs and 
personnel pressures continue to threaten the longer-term capability of Australia's 52,000­
strong defence force-, 
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In the absence of government approval for continued real increases in the defence budget 
beyond 2010, the update sidesteps the most critical issue -- the level of future spending. 

There is also speculation about the future of Senator Hill, who several months ago was 
tipped to become Australian ambassador to the United Nations in New York. 

Late last month Senator Hill steered the defence update and the Army "hardening and 
networking" submissions through Cabinet's national security committee after a last minute 
reprieve from John Howard. 

Senator Hill, defence minister since 2001, continues to deny he is moving on. 

"There is no change in my position. I look forward to continuing in my position as long as 
the prime minister wants me to do it," he told The Australian this week. 

But some political observers see his long-awaited win on the Army's hardening and 
networking submission and the latest strategic update as his political swansong. 

Senator Hill expects to win Cabinet backing for his submission on revised funding for the 
updated 2006-16 defence capability plan. 

The submission, held over until the New Year, recommended that real increases in the 
defence bUdget be maintained at 3 per cent beyond 2010 with even higher real increases for 
some high-tech capital projects where annual real price increases easily outstrip 
inflation. 

As Defence Materiel Organisation chief Stephen Gumley has pointed out, the real cost of 
high-tech defence equipment is increasing at an average of close to 4 per cent -- well 
beyond the current 3 per cent real growth accorded the defence budget since the 2000 white 
paper. Zero growth for the defence budge~ beyond 2010 would have drastic consequences for 
the defence force. Key parts of the $50 billion capital program such as the F-35 joint 
strike fighter (JSF) could face cuts, as well as the overall size of the defence force. 

The $12 billion JSF program is likely to come under particular pressure in the wake of the 
Pentagon's quadrennial defence review. The unit cost of new generation fighter could rise 
as the Pentagon reviews the planned production and the US air force revises its options 
for procurement of the F-35 and the more expensive F-22 Raptor. ­

Any cut in JSF production would result in a sharp increase in the unit cost of the new 
fighters. There is now considerable speculation in RAAF circles that the F-35 won't arrive 
in Australia until 2015 at the earliest. This would mean the Air Force would have to look 
at extending the life of the F-111 fleet, due to be retired by 2010, or look at an interim 
lease of combat planes to fill the gap before the first F-35 squadron is deployed. 

Spiralling personnel costs are also eating into the defence bUdget and now account for 
around 40 per cent of total funding. Personnel costs have been rising by an average of six 
per cent per annum. 

At the same time the defence force, particularly the Army, is still struggling to meet 
recruitment targets in a labour market desperately short of skilled workers. 

In an important intervention in the defence debate, Treasury Secretary Ken Henry recently 
warned that the prospect of slower real GDP growth could render unsustainable the current 
3 per cent real growth in the defence budget. 

"Barring a further significant deterioration in the strategic environment -- a heroic 
assumption -- I would venture that, with slower GDP growth and increasing funding 
pressures elsewhere in the budget. Defence will find it difficult to maintain its calIon 
the nation's people and financial resources, let alone increase its share," Henry 
concluded. 

Cabinet's national security committee approved the Army's "hardening and networking"
 
submission which will involve new investment of at least $1.5 billion over the next
 
decade. The plan will see the Army progressively re-equipped with armoured vehicles,
 
artillery, helicopters and advanced networked communications moving away from its
 
traditional light infantry formations. The aim is more lethal, adaptable, nimble and
 
better protected fighting formations.
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Senator Hill told The Australian the current threat environment, particularly the global 
terrorist challenge, dictated a sharper focus on the Army. "Everything we have done in 
recent years right through to peacekeeping and humanitarian missions has been a major 
demand on Army. We, therefore see a need to continue to build its capability to meet those 
security challenges. 

"While we have done quite a lot we do think there's more to be qone in growing the size of 
the Army, reforming the reserves so that reservists in specialist areas are seen as more 
of an integral part of the primary forces rather than the reserve force and further 
improvements in protection. Even in low-intensity conflict the other side has very 
threatening weapons." 

The plan will see the creation of two composite brigade-sized units. each of 3000 
soldiers. From these larger formations nine new battle groups '-- around 750 strong and 
based on current battalions and regiments -~ will be created for operational deployments. 

This would enable a brigade-strength force to be maintained on operations overseas 
simultaneously with a smaller battalion or battle group -- a goal set in the 2000 White 
Paper and not yet achieved. 

The Army is set to grow to around 28,000 -- up 2500 from its current strength -- a 
formidable recruitment challenge in the current environment. 

South Australia will be a major beneficiary with 3RAR moving to Adelaide from Holsworthy, 
NSW. The Army Reserve will also be restructured with the merger or abolition of some 
commands and a more active role for specialist reservists. 

The New Year will see key decisions made on the composition and size of an Army provincial 
reconstruction team in Afghanistan, and debate about a fresh Army mission in Ira~ beyond 
the 450-strong Muthanna deployment due to finish in May~June 2006. 

"It's a recognition that support for Afghanistan requires, regrettably, a combat element 
-- but also a need to build their economic and social infrastructure," Senator Hill says. 

Defence officials are still ironing out the command structure of any deployment which is 
likely to be in conjunction with Dutch forces under the NATO umbrella. 

On Iraq. Senator Hill says three factors will determine the future involvement of 
Australian ground forces. They are the future of the Japanese engineering team in Al 
Muthanna, the future role for the British forces in southern Iraq, and the position of the 
new Iraqi government after this month's elections. 

With the Japanese almost certain to end their deployment in mid-2006, the pressure from 
washington will be for Canberra to agree to another land force commitment. 

"There is an issue about the whole support structure of the international force in 
southern Iraq," says Senator Hill. 

One option for Australia is to provide a provincial reconstruction team for Iraq -- a 
deployment the us now increasingly favours with regard to Iraq as much as Afghanistan. 

"There are some signs that the Brits are now seeing more merit in that type of approach as 
well. YOU could say that southern Iraq is arguably better suited to that approach," 
Senator Hill says. "If all that comes to pass it seems to me it would not be surprising if 
Australia is asked to make a contribution in that regard. If the Japanese mission has come 
to a end (by mid-2006) then it's a decision for next year but logically the request would 
be considered by us." 

Patrick Walters is The Australian's 

Nati.onal security Editor 

From: • • CIV, OASO-PA (b)(6) 
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2006 8:09 PM 
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To: OASD-PA 
Cc: 
Subject: RE: Additional info from CNBC for their inter~iew request 

Thank you ~. I think Asia WSJ, Straits Times, and the Australian (if they come) is 
sUfficient. We might have a pool writer from our press corps attend. 

Thank you again and stay in touch! 
Hollen 

• 

Fro11):~5fm ~ 
Sent: Wednesday, May 31, 2006 5:37 AM 
To:. CIV, OASD-PA; , CIV, OASD-PA
 
Cc : • • CIV, OASD ­ PA; rm.im.n•• 
Subject: RE: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request 

ttl1tl3 
Happy wednesday. It was great to meet rlft'Tf;Iand MbTl5_ today - - how they were still 
standing late afternoon with jet lag is beyond my comprehension. The IISS folks just got 
us the list of accredited journalists today, hurrah. A few surprises, including a smaller 
number of print journalists than I'd anticipated. 

Does the VIP have a particular message to convey in the print roundtable? If so, that 
would affect my recommendations. In broad strokes: 

I would definitely include the Asia wall St Journal (Barry Wain will be attending as a 
delegate, and covering for the paper as well) and the (Singapore) Straits Times (Deputy 
Editor Felix Soh would be my rec, if he's in town -- he's participated in a previous 
roundtable with the same VIP). Both have tremendous, and complementary, regional reach. 

We're still working on identifying an Australian print journalist -- lots of Aussie 
television folks are attending, few pencils. The same, with the Korean journalists - ­
heavy on the cameras. From Malaysia, you may wish to include the Bernama Bureau Chief 
from KL, Jackson Sawatan. The Bernama wire stories would also be picked up in Indonesia. 
It may make sense to have a Japanese paper, unless you think your traveling Asahi Shimbun 
journalist will suffice. Perhaps Kyodo News Bureau Chief (from Tokyo) .Hideaki Kanazawa. 

For the wild card: if you're interested in getting a message to the Chinese, perhaps the 
Xinhua News Agency's Chief correspondent from Beijing, Yongxing zhang? Of course, the 
full transcript of the roundtable would make it back to Beijing quickly, rather than 
respecting off-the-record portions. 

Best Regards, 

From: firlUmi\Nlr::tnl••••••••• CIV, OASD- PA (b)(6)
Sent: Tuesday, May 3D, 2006 11:29 PM 
To: • • CIV, OASD-PA 
Cc: IV, OASD-PA 
Subject: RE: Additional info from CNBC for their interview request 

Hello~ 

Happy Tuesday I I am eager 'to make suggestions on a print roundtable so please get in 
touch when you can. 

Thank you and kind regards­

mImII 
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