May 2, 2003

Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Upn’afe from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

"While your adversary did everything in his power to put civilian lives at risk, you, our coalition partners, took such great care
to protect the lives of innocent civilians. indeed, in a reat sense, many of the Iragi people were hostages to that regime. We
want the lragi people to live in freedom so that they can build a future where Iraqi leaders answer to the lragi people instead
of killing them. And because of you, they will have a chance to do just that.

"There's still work to be done. The remnants of that regime need to be removed from every corner of this country. We still
have to find and deal with the remaining elements of the former regime. We have to root out and eliminate terrorist networks
operating in this country. We have to help Iragis restore their basic services. And we have to help provide conditions of
stability and security so that the Iragi people can form an interim authority, an interim govemment, and then ultimately a free

Iraqi govemment based on political freedom, individual liberty and the rule of law." | |
- Secretary of Defense Denald Rumsfeid
Town Hall Meeting with Coalition Trocps
Baghdad, April 30, 2003
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A President Bush greets service members shortly after his historic trapped
landing aboard the U.S. aircraft carrier Abraham Lincoln on May 1,

President Addresses Nation from the USS Lincoln

"In the images of falling statues, we have witnessed the arrival of a new
era. For a hundred of years of war, culminating in the nuclear age, military
technology was designed and geployed to inflict casualties on an ever-
growing scale. In defealing Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan, Allied forces
destroyed entire cities, while enemy leaders who startea the conflict were
safe unti the final days. Military power was used to end a regime by
breaking a nation.

"Today, we have the greater power to free a nation by breaking a
dangerous and aggressive regime. With new tactics and precision
weapons, we can achieve military objectives without directing violence
against civilians, No device of man ¢an remove the tragedy from war; yet it
I8 a great moral advance when the guilty have far more to fear from war
than the innocent.” Full Address at www.whitehouse.gov

All mtbrmation derved Fotm open saprces. No endorseanenl mapHicd.
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From the Podium

The WMD Discovery Process

"[Tlhe Coalition [has] a comprehensive approach to identifying, assessing and eliminating irag's weapons of mass destruction
programs and delivery systems, and that effort is focused on three things. We're looking fo interview and obtain cooperation irom key
Iraqi personnel, some of whom are doing so as walk-ins and voluntarily; others are those who have been members of the former
regime. We're looking to access and to assess and exploit a number of sensitive sites throughout the couniry. And we're working very
hard to obtain and exploit documents, computers, hard drives, [and] things fike that, which can give us some indication of how {the]
WMD system... So what we have ongoing here is a highly iterafive process in the theater where we try to...take advantage of each bit
of information to get to the next step in unraveling the puzzie that is the weapons of mass destruction program.”

On the Suspected Iragi Mobile WMD Lab
"[Y]ou end up...asking...: What's the equipment for? What are the suppliers? Where do we know they've been connected? How did the

documentation come together? How is the van configured? [Hlow do you think the process works? Where do the...pars fit in here?
And so you go through all that, and you ask yourself. What other processes might be accomplished by this kind of configuration and
this type of equipment? And the conclusion [the experts] have come to thus far is that they have not had one. So, now you go fo the
next step, and...it takes time. And it isn't sort of an instant "eureka.” It is a constant effort to get to the answer.

- Dr. Stephen Cambone
Under Segretary of Defense
for Inteligence

May 7, 2003
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A Seabees from Task Farce Charlie lay concrete to repair a
runway sabotaged by hostile forces at Blair Airfield, Iraq.
More pictures at; www.defendamerica. mil
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Secretary Rumsfeld's Messaae to the Iraqi People

"Let me be clear: Iraq belongs to you. The coalition has no intention
of owning or running Irag. Our coalition came here for a purpose,
and it was to remove a regime that oppressed your people and
threatened ours. Cur goat is {0 restore sfability and security so that
you can form an interim government of your own and, eventually, a
free Iraqi govemment; a government of your choosing..." Complete
text at: Secretary's Message
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I]t:p.lltment of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Runm 2E8G) - Washington, DO 20301 -1460
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Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Update from the Department of Defense
. www dafondamerica mil

From the Podium

Gravesite Evidence of Saddam Brutality

“With the discovery this week of mass graves in [rag we have seen still more evidence of the brutaiity of that regime. The
discovery was still ancther chifling reminder of why so many nations came together to remove Saddam Hussein from power,
Looking at that mass grave and the photographs of it one cannot help but feel that it's a good thing that a regime with such
disregard for innocent human life is gone and wilt not possess the tools of mass murder.”

-Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
May 15, 2003

Free from Tyranny, lraq on Road to Recovery
“Across most of Irag, life is already getting better. The regime of fear and oppression is gone. The Shi'a of Iraq have been
able to honor their religious traditions for the first time in decades. Town councils and local politicians are already starting to
meet and openly and freely select their leaders. Water quality today is better in Basra than it has been for years. More Iragis
today have access to electricity than ever before.”

- L. Paui Bremer
Special Envoy to Irag
May 15, 2003

......

A Staff Sgt. Charles A. Joseph provides extra incentive to a
focused recruit at the Marine Corps Recruit Depot in San
Diego. From “A Day in the Life of the United States Armed
Forces.” More pictures at: DefenselINK News:

Secretary Rumsfeld's Testifies Before Senate on Budget

“The threats we face in this dangerous new century are emerging,
often without warning. We need 1o apply the lessons from the:

experience in iraq to transform how the Department and the
Services organize, train and equip for the 21st century.”

Prepared testimony at Defense Budget Request; it

Prepared Statement for the Senate Aporopristions Defense Subcommittes;  jACiScLgEnse LIV NEWssnencan e ierais:

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washington, 1D 203011400

All wilommaton derived from open sources. No endorsemaent impdicd.
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Pentagon Briefing

A Weekfy Updété from the Depaﬁmeht of Defense  ywww.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Gravesite Evidence of Saddam Brutal;ty
“With the discovery this week of mass graves in Irag we have seen stili more ewdence of the brutality of that regime. The

discovery was still another chilling reminder of why so many nations came together to remove Saddam Hussein from power.
Looking at that mass grave and the photographs of it one cannot help but feel that i's a good thing that a regime with such
disregard for innocent human life is gone and will not possess the tools of mass murder.”

-Secretary Donald Rurnsfeld
May 15, 2003

Free from Tyranny, Iraq on Road to Recovery

“Across most of Irag, life is already getling better. The regime of fear and oppression is gone. The Shi‘a of irag have been
able to honor their religious traditions for the first time in decades. Town councils and local politicians are already starting to
meet and openly and freely select their leaders. Water quality foday is better in Basra than it has been for years. More Iraqis
today have access to electricity than ever before,”

- L. Paui Bremer
Special Envoy fo Iraqg
May 135, 2003

A TANK ART — Iraqis celebrate their liberation by
turning weapons into pieces of art. U.S. Army
photo by Spc. Jose |. Sanchez More News Phofos

Secretary Rumsfeld's Testifies Before Senate on Budget

“The threats we face in this dangerous new century are emerging,
often without warning. We need to apply the lessons from the
expenience in Iraq to fransform how the Department and the
Services organize, frain and equip for the 21%t century.”

Prepared testimeny at Defense Budget Request:
Prepared Statement for the Senate Approgpriations Defense Subcommittee:

[H:;Hrtment of Pefense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense PE-nlagnn - Room 2E808 - Washington, DC 20301-140:0
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Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Update from the Department of Defense _ _
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From the Podium

Progress Report on Basic Services in iraq |

“‘USAID's reconstruction team reports that residential electric customers in the north and the south of Iraq have more electric service today
than at any time in the past 12 years. In Basra, operation Leak Stop began on May 14th with a team of Iragi plumbers moving through the city
repairing leaks in water pipes, which has been a fairly continuous problem because of the degradation of the infrastructure. In Kirkuk, 13 of 16
primary health care centers and 46 of 56 heaith care facilities are now operational. In Baghdad the coalition is employing some 1,500 iragis to
remove trash and clean overflowing sewage in the neighborhood of Throrah, formerly known as Saddam City, and clean up and refurbish the
Ministry of Justice. The Oil for Food distribution system has been re-activated in Umm Qasr, and the coalition is working {o restart it through

other portions of the country.” (DoD News Briefing - Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. Myers)

‘Secretary Donald Rumsfeld (May 20, 2003)

Bush: Freedom Is a Calling for Americans |
“The advance of freedom is more than an interest we pursue, it is a calling we follow. Our country was created in the name and cause of -

freedom, and if the self-evident truths of our founding are frue for us, they are true for all. As a people dedicated to civil rights, we are driven
to defend the human rights of others. We are the nation that liberated continents and concentration camps. We're the nafion of the Marshall
Plan, the Beriin Airlift and the Peace Corps. We're the nation that ended the oppression of Afghan women, and we are the nation that closed
the torture chambers of Iraq.” (President Delivers Commencement Address at Coast Guard) |

~ President George W. Bush (May 21, 2003)

New Office to Help Set DobD Intelligence Priorities
WASHINGTON - Looking to the future and setting the defense priorities
for the intelligence community will be the focus of the new Office of the
Undersecretary of Defense for Intelligence in the Pentagon. Steve
Cambone is the undersecretary in charge of the office. The office is part
of Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld's move to transform the
department. Rumsfeld said during a press conference May 20 that the
ofiice will *help pull together these [infeliigence] agencies in the
department so that they can interact with the Central Intelligence Agency
and the other intelligence entities in the United States governmentin a
more professional and coordinated way.” (full story at DefenseLINK

News: New Office to Help Set DoD Intaliiggg Prign'!‘gs-_) I
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The Defense Department will observe Memoriat Day at
bases and deployed locations worldwide. Soldiers of the 31

U.S. infantry Regiment will place 285,000 flags at graves in
Arfinglon National Cemetery. The holiday marks the start of
Operation Tribute to Freedom, a program of activities
slated for the weeks and months ahead that demonstrates
public appreciation for service members' accomplishments
and sacrifices in the global war against {errorism. This
morning, nine veterans of Operation Iragi Freedom will ring
the opening bell at the New York Stock Exchange. They
will also meet NYSE Chairman Dick Grasso and board
members, and conduct interviews on the trading floor with
national media. The event is just one of hundreds plans for

Operation Tribute to Freedom. (For OTF updates and

additional Memorial Day events, please go to the Defend
America website hitp:/fwww.defendamerica.mil/ .)
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- Joint Logistics Effort Made a Difference in the War
WASHINGTON - The speed of the battle in Iraq strained the logistics

effort, but the service men and women were up to the task, said Army
logistics officials in Iraq and the United Siates. Speaking via a
teleconference call from traq, Brig. Gen. Jack C. Stultz Jr. said the

- unprecedented speed of the coalition attack into Irag, and the enormous

distance the warfighters covered strained the logistics system. But it was
never in danger of breaking, and the logisticians were able fo supply
warfighters with the ammunition, food, water and fuel they needed to
complete the mission. Stuliz said the joint logistics effort made a
difierence in the war. "[Army, Marine Corps, Navy and Air Force
logisticians] were able to combine our logistics efforts, combine the use of
our equipment and work as one team," he said. (full story Defensal INK

News: Speed of Irag Battie Tested U.S. Logistics Efforts)
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- Pentagon Briefing

A Wééhfj?_ Update from the bepartmgn; of Defense  ywww.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

On Weapons of Mass Destruction

"[Iraq] is a country the size of California. itis not as though we've managed fo look [in] every place. There are hundreds and hundreds of suspect
chemical or biological or nuclear sites that have not been investigated as yet. It will take time... Why? Because we've only been there seven weeks.
The teams of people are ocut investigating site after site after site. And they have found these two mebile biclogical laboratories, which the [Defense
Intelligence] agency assesses to be just that - biological weapons taboratories. They're still doing investigations and checking them out, but atthe

moment, that's the current evaluation of the investigators.” - Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld
Council on Foreign Relations, May 27, 2003

"..[l]n the case of the weapons of mass destruction, there's been 12 years of conscious, delibarate effort to hide the program, as indicated, for
example, in...the mobile trailers that we have discovered, that Secretary Powell spoke about at the Uinited Nations. That's why from the beginning of
the UN effort, we put sa much emphasis on giving the inspectors unprecedented authority to take Iraqi scientists and other knowledgeable people out

of the country, with their families, so they could be interviewed in circumstances that were free from infimidation.”
- Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz

Senate Foreign Refations Commitlee, May 22, 2003

*Coalition experts...nave been unabie to identify any legitimate industrial use...that would justify the effort and expense of a mobile production
capablility. We have investigated what other industrial processes may require such equipment...and agree with the experts that [biolegical weapons]
agent production is the only consistent, logical propose for these vehicles.” - “Iraqi Mobile Biclogical Warfare Agent Production Plants®
Report by the CIA & Defense Inteligence Agency
May 28, 2003
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A A report posted by the CIA & DoD today describes in detail the variety
of techniques and sources used {o verify the Coalition's recent discovery
of a mabile bio-weapons factlity. See: www.cia.gov.
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Pentagon Brleflng

A Week!y Update fram the Department of Defense _ _
. __ . www.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies Before Senate on DoD Civilian Workforce Transformation

“DoD is working to deal with the security threats of the 21t century with a personnel system that was fashioned for the mid-20"
century. We have an industrial age arganization that is struggling to perform in an information age world. We need the help of the
Members of Congress to free us so we can better serve the American taxpayers...This does not mean an end fo congressional
oversight. What it means is that we need to work together to ensure that the Department of Defense has the flexibility to keep up with
the new threats emerging as this century unfolds.” {Prepared Statement on the National Security Personnel System)

Secrelary Donald Rumsfeld (June 4, 2003)

Deputy Security Wolfowitz in Seoul

“Our commitment to the defense of Korea remains fim. It has been the basis of a half a century of democratic and economic progress
here on the peninsula that has benefited both our countries. We want to continue building the foundations for another half century of
close partnership between our two nations. We believe that the kinds of capabilities that both our countries can infreduce can
substantially counter the asymmetric advantages that North Kerea pursues and further contribute to detemring war on this peninsula,
which is our most fundamental objective.” (DoD News: Deputy Secretary Wolfgwitz Press Conference in Seoul)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz (June 2, 2003)

Bush Praises Coalition Troops During Qatar Visit
President Bush thanked coalition service members for enlarging "the-reaim of liberty”

during a stop in Qatar on June 5. It was the last stop of a trip that took him to Europe,
Russia and the Middie East. In 100-degree heat, Bush praised the U.S. soldiers, saying
that America had sent them on a mission *to remove a grave threat and to liberate an
oppressed people, and that mission has been accomplished.” Bush aiso addressed the
fact that coalition forces have not found Iraqi weapons of mass destruction yet. "We're
on the lock," Bush said. "We'll reveal the truth." {DefenselINK News: Bush Praises
Coaliion Troops During Qatar Visi)

Pentagon Launches Nationwide Troop Thank You Initiative
Operation Tribute to Freedom is "a way to thank the men and women in uniform whn

have done such an amazing job," said Chris Willcox, a deputy assistant secretary of
defense for public affairs. “"There are an enormous number of spontaneous events
going on around the country, from Kiwanis events, Chamber of Commerce events,
parades in small towns to declarations by cities and towns thanking the men and

women in uniform." (Tribute to Freedom)

DoD has set up a special web page with updateé
on Operation Tribute to Freedom. To leam about
the initiative and how if can reach your

comimunities, link to the site at (DefendAmerica

Home Page)}. You can also link to eight new OTF
screensavers (Qperation Tribute to Freedom
Artwork).

Sailors aboard the USS Valley Forge man the
rails as they pull into their homeport of San Diego
on June 2. (U.S. Navy photo by Photographer’s
Mate 2n Class Daniel A. Jones)

Dcpartmmt of Defense - Office of Public 'hffau*. - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Reom 2ZE800) - Washington, DC 20501-1400
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Pentagon Brleflng

A Week:‘y Update from the Department uf Defense _ 3
R _ . www.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld. Belgian War Crimes Law Absurd

Secretary Rumsfeld said Thursday in Brussels that American officials may stop attending NATO meetings in Belgium because of a law
that aliows "spurious” suits accusing American leaders of war crimes. The United States will withhold any further funding for a new
NATO headquarters building here until the matter is resolved, he said. The problem stems from Belgium’s Universat Competence Law.
Under this law, U.S. Central Command chief Army Gen. Tommy Franks has been charged with war crimes for his actions in Operation
Iragi Freedom. The law gives Beigian courls the power to try citizens of any nation for war crimes. "These suits are absurd,” Rumsfeld
said. He said Franks went to great lengths to spare civilian fives during the war in Iraq. “The point is this: By passing that law, Belgium
has turned its legal system into a platiorm for divisive, politicized lawsuits against uﬂ" cials of its NATO allies.” DefenseLINK News:
Belgian Law Maz Force LS. to Stop Attending NATO Meetings

Secretary Rumsfeld, June 12, 2003

Ambassador Paul Bremer, Director of the Coalition Provisional Authority, Gives Update on Irag

“We've completed, | think it's fair to say, the first phase of the Coalition's efforts towards the reconstitution of Irag. The focus on that
phase was getting basic services delivered, utifities fumed on, and providing better law and order for everybody. We've got the water
and the power on. In many parts of the country it's actually now above levels of what it was before the war... The second phase of
reconsiitution, which really begins now, has as its main emphasis restoring economic activity.” {transcript Dol News: Briefing on
Coalition Post-war Reconstruction and Stabilization Efforts )

Ambassador Bremer, June 12, 2003

OPERATION TRIBUTE TO FREEDOM

News & Notes Fans at 13 Major League Baseball games on June 14 will
watch as flags flown over the Pentagon will be raised in
Rumsfeld Discusses NATO Membership With Albanians honor of our troops. Gen. Myers will throw the first pitch at
TIRANA, Albania, June 10, 2003 — American and Albanian defense the Yankees-Cardinals Game. And D.C. United soccer team
officials discussed the Balkan nation's desire to become a full- will host Armed Forces Appreciation Day. All events are part
fledged member of NATO and the war on terrorism during meetings of Operation Tribute to Freedom. DefenseL.INK News: Major
here today. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld also thanked League Baseball, Soccer to Salute Troops on Fiag Day

Albanian Defense Minister Pandeli Majko and the rest of his

government for their help in Afghanistan and Irag. *The whole
Albanian population in the region considers the United States of
America a strategic ally,” Majko said. *In hot areas of the globe

Paui Rock {left), a Vietnam veteran, organized an Operation Tribute
to Freedom parade in Longmont. Colo., for his son, 18-year-old
Zachary, a U.S. Marine tance corporal who served in Iraq.

where (the war on terror) is being fought for peace and democracy, | D f LiNK Ne A d th Band Played on ,
Albania is carrying its duty there.” DefenseLINK News. Rumsfeld T _ : | - T F oo
| Discusses NATO Membership With Albanians | EPE R

War on Terrorism Is "Toughest Challenge’ Yet, Myers Says
WASHINGTON, June 11, 2003 -- Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, told graduates of the National Defense
University that U.S. and coalition forces have achieved significant
victories in Afghanistan and Iraq. Yet it is paramount, he said, "that
we don't ket our successes Uil us into a sense of complacency.” He
emphasized that "the war on terrorism is far from over." Another
modern-day threat to global security involves the proliferation of
weapons of mass destruction, the general remarked, noting that
some countries with WMD programs *would let these weapons fali
into thE' hands of termrists " DefenseLlNK News: War on -Terrnrism
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Pentagon Briefing

A Week.'y Update frnm the ﬂepartment nf Defense

www.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Retired Lt. Gen. Jay Garner Brief on Progress In Ira

"In the north and south, electric service is better than it's been in 12 years. Basra has power 24 hours a day. Baghdad is now averaging
something like 18, 19 or 20 hours a day. Gas lines for cars that mark the first weeks of after-liberaticn are disappearing, and production
and importation of gasoline continues at approximately 14 milfion liters a day. There has not been a major health crisis. There is not a
humanitarian crisis in the country. Ali of the nongovemnmental experts who have gone in have indicated that that's the case. Doctors and
nurses have gone back to work. Twelve public hospitals in Baghdad are functioning and receiving power. Iragi children are retuming to
schools. Emergency payments have been made in the Ministry of Education, as well as to some 20,000 teachers in Baghdad aione.
The de-Ba'athification process is underway. And hundreds of individuals have been removed from their positions.”

{transcript: DoD News: Secretary Rumsfeld Media Availabitity with Jay Gamer)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Washington (June 18, 2003)

Maj. Gen. Ray Odierno Discusses 4™ Infantry Division’s Ongoing Role in lraqg
“Although major combat operations have concluded, our soldiers are involved in almost daily contact with noncompliant forces, former

regime members and common criminals. To defeat these attacks and to continue to improve the security and stability within our area,
the task force is conducting search and attack missions, presence patrols and raids to disarm, defeat and destroy hostile forces, as well
as to capture the former regime members. These efforts have produced a stabilizing effect throughout the region and resuited in the
capture of several top 55 "most wanted” individuals of the former regime within our area of operafions.” (transcript: DoD News: Maj.
Gen, Odierno Videoconference from Baghdad)

Maj. Gen. Odierno, Baghdad (June 18, 2003)

In the News

No. 4, Ace of Diamonds, In Coalition Custody

MACDILL AFB, FL, June 18 — General Abid Hamid Mahmud al-Tikriti is now in
custody of Codition Forces. He was Saddam Hussein's personal secretary and
senior bodyguard. (CENTCOM: Ace of Diamands)

30t Anniversary of All-Volunteer Force

WASHINGTON, June 17 - President Bush will host a re-enlist ceremony at the White

House on July 1 to mark the 30t anniversary of the All-Volunteer Force. Enlistment
(Y Y o ceremonies will also be held at 65 military entrance-processing stations around the

W GTNN ) -- The Senate announced | country. In the late 1960s, the draft came under intense scrutiny and was viewed with

June 17 that Chief of Navy Chaplains Rear Adm growing dissatisfaction and a sense of inequity by the American public. As‘a result,

Barry C. Black has been appointed to serve as ' Defense Secretary Melvin R. Laird established the AII-UnIunjseer Force, which

the 62rd Senate Ch apkain. (story: Chief of Navy Congress approved in 1973.( DefenseLINK News: 30th Anniversary)

Chaplains Selected to Serve as Senate Chaplain)

Desert Scorpion Missions: Hunt for Saddam, Aid Humanitarian Efforts

WASHINGTON, June 17 — Operation Desert Scorpicn continues throughout Irag.

Web Links Officials said Combined Joint Task Force 7 commanders are using all available
assets in the hunt for former Saddam Hussein regime officials and forces, including
air power and special operations forces as needed. Humanitarian missions are a

Status of Irag’s 55 Most Wanted component of the operation. In the north, units helpad to facilitate payment of civilian
Operation Tribute to Freedom workers and to establish a police academy. In Baghdad, units helped repair roads
Department of Defense News and pipelines. in the central region, units continue to escort fuel convoys throughout

the area of caperat'mn. ( DefenseLlNK News: Dneratinn _Iggs_ert Scurpiun )
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Pentagon Brleflng

A Week;'y Update frnm the ﬂepartment of Defense -
T | | www. defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld: U.S. Committed to Stahility and Security In Iracg

“In Iraq, difficult work remains. Coalition forces have captured now some 32 out of 55 of the most wanted, and an additional two were
killed. And they continue to pursue those that remain at large. Theyre making progress against the dead-enders who are harassing
coalition forces. Just as they were unable to stop the coalition advance in Baghdad, the death squads will not siop our commitment {o
create stability and security in postwar irag.”

(transcript of press conference: DoD News Briefing - Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. Myers)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Washingtnh (June 24, 2003)

Ambassador Bremer: Economic Freedom Must Be Priority In lrag

By improving domestic economic policy, Irag will be able to participate fully in the global marketplace. Today, lraq's workers, factories

and consumers rely on equipment and technclogies from the 1950s and 1960s. Free trade and investment will allow Iraq to benefit from
the ideas and technologies that have lifted living standards around the world. It is not just a question of buying better machines or

obtaining better blueprints. By limiting foreign investment, Iraq has been denied the chance to berefit from the world’s best know-how

that also raises economic growth. Like other countries, Irag will no doubt find that opening its borders to trade and investment will
increase competitive pressure on its domestic firms and thereby raise productivity. raq starts this process with many advantages:
potentially fertile farmiand, an educated population eager to join the international community, and oil wealth.

(transcript: Chief Administrator in Iragq, World Economic Forum)

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer Ill, Jordan (June 22, 2003}

In the News

Military Study Shows Safety of Smallpox Vaccination Program
WASHINGTON, June 26 - Dr. William Winkenwerder, Jr., assistant secrefary of
defense for health affairs, announced yesterday that research DoD conducted
over a six-month period suggests that a large-scale vaccination program can be
carried out safely with few serious adverse events. “Data from our research are
vitally important to the preparedness of the nation. The ability of the military to
conduct this vaccination program safely demonstrates the capability to protect the
public at large from the specter of smallpox as a weapon of terrorism,” he said.
{story: DoD News: Smallpox Vaccination Study)

WASHINGTON (AFPS) = Presidemt Bush and Cal
Ripken open the annual T-ball game by welcoming

the teams from Fort Belvoir and Norfolk, The June | oonMyers: All-volunteer Military Soing Strong

. . WASHINGTON, June 25 - Today's all-volunteer force is strong, vibrant ard has
ﬁ;ﬁn;ﬂaﬁﬁgﬁg{%ﬁg&gﬁ r%ﬂ;h; ?reelggi- 1. successfully met myriad challenges in the global war on tetrorism, the U.S.
Bail Story — — military's top officer said here June 25. This is largely so, because "for the most
part, everybody who is serving is someone who wanis to serve,” asserted Air

' . Force Gen. Richard 8. Myers, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Under the
Fast Facts Link conscription, or draft, military, which was replaced by the ali-volunteer system
, | July 1, 1973, draftees were required to spend two years in the active military.
Total Reserve and National Guard on active Adaption of the all-volunteer military concept resulted in having people stay in
duty is 207,911. For release and cumulative uniform longer, Myers pointed out, and in tum enabiled the military to focus on
roster, link{o: -} improving the training and quality of life for service members.
-DoD News: June 25, 2003 2003 T +1 (story:DefenseLINK News: Volunteer Military).
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From the Podium

White House Ceremony Marks 30 Years of Ali-Volunteer Force

“At present, 230,000 Americans are serving inside or near irag. Our whole nation, especially their families, recognizes that our pecple
In uniferm face continuing danger. We appreciate their service under difficuit circumstances, and their willingness to fight for American
security and iraqi freedom. As Commander-in-Chief | assure them, we will stay on the offensive against the enemy. And ali wha attack
our troops will be met with direct and decisive force. As America fights our war against terror, we will continue to depend on the skill
and the courage of cur volunteer military. In these last 22 months, our Armed Forces have been tested and tested again. In every case,
in every mission, America's servicemen and women have brought credit to the uniform, to our flag, and to our country. We have
needed you, and you have never let us down. “ {transcript All-Volunteer Force Re-enlistment Ceremony)

President George W. Bush, Washington {(July 1, 2003)

Secretary Rumsfeld Press_Briefing: Thanking Those Who Make Freedom Possible

“This Friday Americans will mark the 227th anniversary of our country's independence. We do so in a time of war, when our forces are
engaged across the globe, defending our people against adversaries who have a desire to kilt innocent men, women and children, and
disrupt our way of life. And as we stop to give thanks for our freedom, we also give thanks for those who make our freedom possible:
the men and women of our armed forces. This year in Iraq, Americans saw our forces in action, but it is important to remember that
Operation Iragi Freedom was just cne battle in a difficult and dangerous war that is still going on: the global war on terror. Today and
every day, brave men and women are fighting that war, risking their lives to defend our people from terrorism. On July 4th, a grateful

nation stops to thank them all.” (transeript Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers News Briefing)
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Washinaton (June 30, 2003)

ORLANDQ, Fia. In the News
Teacher Mary

E;EET;T ]!ls:fs::;; Thousands of Troops Take Part In Operation Tribute to Freedom
some of her < 'WASHINGTON, June 30 — More than 4,000 military troops and Defense

Department civilians will take part in Independence Day events across the Uinited
States as part of Operation Tribute to Freedom, the DoD iniiative encouraging
Americans to thank and support U.S, troops. The "Hometown Heroes" program

students. Millions
will celebrate the

July 4" by flying is sending more than 1,000 troops back 1o their hometowns to participate in
the Stars and Fourth of July events. (story DefenseLINK News: Fourth Events)

Stripes, in - -

remembrance of CENTCOM Change of Command

the birth of our WASHINGTON, Juty 2 - Army Lt. Gen. John P. Abizaid is set to receive his
nation and to fourth star and to take over U.S. Central Command from outgoing commander
honor our troops Army Gen. Tommy R. Franks at ceremonies in Tampa, Fla., July 7. The U.S.

who serve to keep
us free.

Senate confirmed President Bush's nomination of Abizaid June 27.
(story Defensel INK News: Abizaid New CENTCOM Commander)

Bremer Savs More lragis Cooperating With Coalition

WASHINGTON, July 1 — The remnants of Saddam Hussein's regime are not
only attacking Cealition forces, but also the infrastructure all Iraqgis rely on, said
ihe presidential envoy to Irag today. The death squad leftovers and
unreconstructed members of the Iragi Repubiican Guard and Baath Party
loyalists "are increasingly alienating the rest of the population, which is beginning
to enjoy their new-found freedoms,” Paul Bremer said.

(story Defenset INK News: Bremer Press Conference)

DoD Web Links

Operation Tribute To Freedom
Ways to Support Qur Troops
Secretary's July 4 Message to Troops

T e
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies Before Senate Armed Services Committee

“One of the challenges facing the Coalition is finding iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, as the chairman mentioned. We're still early in
that process, and the task before us is sizable and complex. Major combat operations ended less than 10 weeks ago. The Iragi regime
had 12 years fo conceal its programs, to move materials, hide documents, disperse equipment, develop mobile production faciities and
sanitize known WMD sites, including four years with no U.N. weapons inspectors on the ground. Needless to say, uncovering those
programs will take time. The Coalition did not act in lraq because we had discovered dramatic new evidence of Irag's pursuit of
weapons of mass murder. We acted because we saw the existing evidence in a new light, through the prism of our experience on
September 11th." {transcript Testimony on Iraq)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Washington (July 9, 2003)

Director of Iraqi Reconstruction and Development Council Briefs Pentagon Press Corps
“The objectives of those people, the remnants of Saddam, are different from the objectives of the Iraq peupte The objective of the Iraqi

people is to enjoy liberty and start the democratic process. They are looking forward having a free and just frag, and they try to enjoy the
new future that the United States is helping to build in Irag. And unfortunately, those remnants will be there until we take them out. |
think once the Iraqi people realize Saddam and his sons are either dead or captured, we will have much more cooperation in this

process.” (transcript Briefing on Post-War Developments in frag) -
- Director Emad Dhia, Washington {July 7, 2003)

Bush Says U.S. Committed {o Peace in Africa

WASHINGTON, July 9 - President Bush said the United States is firmly committed to
peace in Africa and said America would support peacekeeping efforts in Liberia. He
spoke at a joint press conferance with South African President Thabo Mbeki in
Pretoria. Bush said that Liberian President Chares Taylor must ieave the country for
any peace effort to have a chance. Bush also said that he will not over-extend the
U.S. military. He said the U.S. mititary has helped train seven battalions of West
African peacekeepers, and their presence will help ensure the U.S. military is not

over-extended. (Defensel.INK News story)

President Says U.S. Will Stay the Course in lraq

WASHINGTON, July 10 - The United States "will stay the course” in Iraqg, President
Bush said today in Gaberone, Botswana, following a meeting with President Festus
Gontebanye Mogae. The U.S. president noted that Ambassador Jerry Bremer, the
American civil administrator in traq, reports that "the vast majority of Iraqi citizens are
thrilled that Saddam Hussein is no longer in power.” (Defensel INK News story)

Franks Hands Over CENTCOM Reins to Abizaid

TAMPA, Fla., July 7 - Army Gen. John P. Abizaid assumed command of U.S. Central
Command from Army Gen. Tommy R. Franks today during & ceremony at the St.
Pete Times Forum. Abizaid served as the Central Command's deputy commander.
He said the greaiest honor for any soldier is to command the sons and daughters of
America. "It is a particular honor to embark upon this command in time of war” he

Troops carry the Deratn Tribute to Freedom
banner down Main Street USA at Wait Disney

World on July 4 as spectators cheer. Hundreds said. "Central Command will continue o take the ﬁght to the enemy on his grﬂund. .
of OTF events took place across the country to We wiil continue to do our work with our friends and allies to defeat our mortal
hcnor those who serve. {Disney photo) enemies.” (DefenseLINK News story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Aftairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washington, DC 20301-1404
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From the Podium

President Bush, Prime Minister Blair Hold White House Press Conference

“In Irag, the United States, Britain and other nations confronted a violent regime that armed to threaten the peace, that culfivated ties to
terror and defied the clear demands of the United Nations Security Council. Saddam Hussein produced and possessed chemical and
biological weapons and was trying o reconstitute his nuclear weapons program. He used chemical weapons in acts of murder against
his own people. The U.N. Security Council, acting on information it had acguired over many years, passed more than a dozen
resolutions demanding that the dictator reveal and destroy all of his prohibited weapons. A final Security Council resolution promised
serious consequences if he continued his defiance. The former dictator of Irag chose his course of action; and, for the sake of peace
and security, we chose ours.”( White House transcript} (Defensel. INK story)

President George W. Bush {July 17, 2003)

CENTCOM Commander Gen. John Abizaid Briefs Pentagon Reporters on Iraq Situation ‘ o
“| think our current force levels are about right. [{ the situation gets worse, | won't hesitate to ask for more. The most important thing in

all of this is causing the level of violence to go down so that governance can move forward. And governance has moved forward in a
pretty interesting way. And | think that -- you have to understand that there will be an increase in violence as we achieve political
success, because the people that have a stake in ensuring the defeat of the coalition realize that time is getting short as the Iragi face
becomes more and more prevalent on the future of Irag. And that's precisely what's going on now.” (DoD News transcript)

Gen. John Abizaid {July 16, 2003)
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Norfolk, Va. {duly 12, 2003} -- Crewmembers of the Navy's
newest Nimitz-class aircraft camrier USS Ronald Reagan
(CVN 76} run up the brows to "bring the ship to fife," a
tradition during a ship's commissiching ceremony.

{Navy phote by Photographer's Mate 3rd Class Rusty Black)

Mass Grave Found in Al Hatra

MOSUL, traq, July 17, 2003 — The remains of an
estimated 200 people were found by soldiers of the 101st
Airborne Division (Air Assault) recently in a mass grave

in Al Hatra, about 40 miles south of Mosul, according to
.S, Central Command officials. A mass grave
assessment team confirmed the find by partiaty
excavating the site located on a slight depression on the
edge of a wadi, or dry riverbed.

link 0 more detaiis about Saddam's atrocities

News & Notes

Military Professionals Know Mission Comes First

WASHINGTON, July 16, 2003 — "We can either fight this bat!le against
ferrorism at home, or we can fight it abroad,” U.S. Amy Gen. John Abizaid
said. "Qur soldiers have to know in their heart of hearts that they've got fo fight
it abroad." The new Operation Iragi Freedom commander gave an update on
the security situation in Irag. He also discussed how long troops wouid remain
in Irag, a question being posed by the public, military family members and the
troops themselves. "It's very important to alt of us to make sure that our
soldiers, sailors, airmen and Marines know when they're coming home. i know
this personally," Abizaid stressed. Defenset INK story

Baathists Organized, Coalition Faces Determined Enemy
WASHINGTON, July 16, 2003 — U.S. and Coalition forces are facing

organized opposition by Baathist remnants throughout irag, U.S. Army Gen.
John Abizaid told reporters. He said mid-level Baathist intelligence, Special
Security Organization and Special Republican Guard people "have organized
at the regional level in cellular structure and are conducting what | would
describe as a classical guerrilla-type campaign against us. It's low-intensity
conflictin our doctrinal terms, but if's war, however you describe it.”
Defensel ink story

Operation Soda Mountain Nets Iraqi Weapons Caches

BAGHDAD, iraqg, July 16, 2003 - The 4th Infantry Division seized an extensive
amouni of weapons in Operation Soda Mountain in support of the efiort to
create a secure environment in Iraq, U.S. Central Command officials said.
Since the operation began July 12, the 4th ID has conducted 85 raids and
detained 482 individuals, including 48 individuals identified as key former

regime loyalist leaders. DefendAmerica story

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2EB00 - Washington, DO 20381 -1400
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Ambassador Bremer Brief Pentagon Press Corps on Progress in irag

“In Iraq, Coalition forces removed a regime. Now, they're deafing forcefully with the remnants of that regime. As they do so, there will be continued
attacks; some by the remnants, more by our forces going after those who are sfill attempting to re-impose their dictatorship... Progress is taking place:
The formation of an Iraqi national army has begun; 30,000 Iragi police have been hired. An Iraqi civil defense corps is being formed. Coalition forces
have captured or killed 38 of lraq's 55 most wanted. Thousands of iower-level Ba'ath Party loyalists have Heen rounded up or otherwise deaif with,

iraq has returned to the world ot market. All of Iraq's universities have reopened. Power and water are, in most places, at prewar levels, and we're
making progress in Baghdad. The food distribution system has been restarted. Nearly all of Iraq's 240 hospitals and 1,200 ¢linics are open. In all
major cities and in 85 percent of the towns, municipal councils have been formed of Iragis. Ambassador Bremer has helped establish a new national
Governing Gouncil. It's begun exercising executive authority, appointing ministers and preparing the way for a new national conslitution.” {transcript]

Secrefary Rumsfeld, July 24, Washington

Yice President Cheney Addresses the American Enterprise Institute on the War on Terror
"America and our allies have continued the relentless pursuit of the global terror network. Of those directly involved in organizing the September 11th
attacks, many are now In custody or confirmed dead. The leadership of al Qaeda has sustained heavy losses. We must recognize, however, that
terrorism is a long-term challenge, and fighting terrorism will require a long-term commitment. The loose and decentralized networks of ferorism are
still finding recruits, still pletting attacks. A hateful ideology, which defiles a great religion, has taken root in many parts of the world.” {transcript)

Vice President Cheney, July 24, Washington

_News & Notes

Iraq: Coalition Provisional Authority Head Describes Progress, Future Plang
WASHINGTON, July 24 ~ In a speech to the National Press Club, Ambassador Paul Bremer,

administrator of the Coalition Provisional Authority, focused on successes in rebuilding Iraq and
restoring the government there. He said the CPA still faces three challenges: securing the
country, setting the economy on a path to prosperity, and builging the foundations of a sovereign
democratic government. "And in all three areas - security, the economy and governance -- we
have a pian,” he said. "It is a plan with clear benchmarks for the next 60 and 120 days. Itis a plan
that will guide our work and our mission in frag.” (story}

NAJAF, Irag — (July 21) Petty Officer 1st Officials Announce Plan for Irag Troop Rotations into 2004

Class Pasquale N. Dudas, a construction site WASHINGTON, July 24 - Defense officials have come up with a troop-rotation plan for Iraq that
supervisor for Naval Mobile Construction will give the commander of U.S. Central Command "the force he needs to decisively defeat those
Battalion 4 {Air Detachment), based in Port elements that threaten security,” the acting Army chief said July 23. The troop-rotation plan will
Hueneme, Caiif., talks with a iittle gir cutside use active Army brigade combat teams and forces from the other military services, including the
the Al Fikr primary school. I} was the ninth reserve components, Gen. John Keane said in a Pentagan press brigfing. The plan also calls for
school that the 1st Marine Division more use of international forces and rapidly developing Iraqi police, civil defense and military
sponsored in Najaf, (Photo by: Sgt. Michael forces. in the future, iraq tours for U.S. service members will be "up to 12 months,” Keane said in
Sweet) (story) laying out the details for upcoming unit rotations. {story) (transcript)

Photos of Hussein Brothers’ Bedies Provide Proof to lraqis

Links WASHINGTON, July 24, 2003 — The deaths of Uday and Qusay Hussein sent "a very clear signal

lraq Update to the lraqis that the Hussein family is finished and wilt not be returning to terrorize them again,”
Afahanistan Undate Cefense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said today. "To get closure that two particularty wvicious

members of {the former) regime are, in fact, dead is ... something that will contribute o more
War on Terrorism Progress Iragi peopie being willing to come forward with information, less enthusiasm and heart on the part

of some of the lower-level Baathists to continue the fight, and a greater conviction (that) the
- regime is done," he sad. "It's gone. It's not coming back.” (story) . .

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - {400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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From the Podium

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Testifies on Iraq Before Senate Foreign Relations Committee

*Just 89 days after the end of major combat operations, our foroes and their Coalition partners are making significant progress in helping lraqis
build the kind of country that will reflect their enormous tatents and resgurces and that they can be proud of one day. Getting ria of the Hussein
regime for good is not only in the interest of the iraqi people, it enhances the security of Americans and of pecple throughout the Middie
East...The military and rehabilitation efforts now underway in Iraq are an essential part of the war on terror. in fact, the battle to secure the
peace in Iraq is now the central battle in the war on terror.” (story) {testimony)

Deputy Secretaty of Defense Paul Wolfowitz (July 29, 2003}

Lt. Gen. Norton Schwartz Briefs Pentagon Press Coms on Operations in Irag

“Major operations, as well as the daily patrols and training and assistance that our forces perform each and every day, are slowly but
deliberately building a more stable and secure Irag...In the last 48 hours, coalition forces conducted nearly 2,000 patrols, 900 night patrols, as
well as over 100 day and some 140 night patrols conducted jointly with Iragi police. They alsc conducted 30 raids. In total, these raids have
resuited in 241 amrests for various criminal activity, from car theft to murder, and demonstrate that law and order are gradually being restored in
raq.” (franscript) {story)

Lt. Gen. Narton Schwartz, Director for Operations for the Joint Staff (July 29, 2003)

The reward on Saddam stands at $25 millon. The | News & Notes
Coaiition Provisional Authority has recently - i
announced rewards for information about attacks on
the Coaliticn, Iragi officials and pofice; sabotage of

waler and utilities; and weapons caches. {CPA link)

Gen. Richard Myers Meets with Pakistani Counterpart

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan, July 28 — Joint Chiefs chairman Air Force Gen. Richard B.
Myers continued consultations in South Asia with meetings with his Pakistani

T ‘ counterparts here today. The leaders discussed ongoing operations on the border
Any infermation with Afghanistan. Coalition troops working in Afghanistan and Pakistani troops in their

leading o the . e :
arrest or proot country are continuing the military effort to trace Taliban and al Qtaeda. [story)

f death of
sadd;, H;s;n 1).5., Allies Help Iraqis Repair Their Health Care System

may lead to |§ WASHINGTON, July 25, 2003 - Members of Iraq's medical community - with U.S.
an award up to || and allied help — are determined to restore their nation's health care system after
US 525 million. decades of abuse and neglect by Saddam Hussein's regime, DoD's fop medical
Saddam Hussein | officiat said here today. Dr. William Winkenwerder Jr., assistant secretary of defense
US $25 milion for health affairs, noted that Iraq has "an energized and educated medicai community
- that's ready and capable of reestablishing” the country's position as one of the health
care leaders in the Middle East. (transcript} {story)

: LPA CHITA

Roots of Hope in a Realm of Fear: Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz on |raq

“One of my strongest impressions is that fear of the old regime is still pervasive, A

smothering blanket of apprehension and dread woven by 35 years of repression -

where even the smallest mistake cauld hring torture or death -- won't be cast off in a

few weeks' time. Iragis are understandably cautious. Until they are convinced that

| every remnant of Hussein's old regime is removed, and until a long and ghastly part

"Sf{,?ﬁi'" Gusay Hussein of their history is overcome, that fear will remain. That history of atrocities and the

Fimgort any information 1o Coalition Suthortetias. fpprehending | punishment of those responsible are directly linked to our success in helping the Iraqi
frpime mumbers 12 yual o fhe nataty and secumy of ims- - 8 peopie build a free, secure and democratic fulure.” Washington Post {op-ed)

Phione: 964-813.8886
Email: tipsforha centcom. mil
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Praise Progress in Irag

"In addition to the military successes that the forces are having, the Coalition Provisional Authority has had successes on the civil side
as well: the opening of the universities and hospitals, the return of Iraq to the world oit market, the hiring of Iragi police and the formation
of an Iraqi army, and the local municipal councils that are taking office all across Irag. Most important, of course, is the formation of the
Iraq Governing Coungll. The 25-person council includes Sunni, Shi'a, Kurds, Turkomen, Assyrians, men and women. It is broadly
representative of the Iraqi population. indeed, | would suspect that i is very likely the most representative body that Iraq has ever had.”
(transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Aug. &

Lt. Gen. Norton Schwartz Briefs Pentagon Press Corps on Operations in Irag
“Coalition forces are continuing to track down former regime loyalists and noncompliant forces. Specifically, Operation Victory Bounty is

tracking down remaining elements of the Saddam Fedayeen. Since it began last week, Victory Bounty has netted nearly 70 former
Fedayeen fighters, including several general and field grade officers. The daily raids and patrols that our troops conduct every day are
steadily and deliberately building a more stable and secure Iraq. On average, Coalition forces are conducting almost 2,000 patrols
every day, hundreds of night patrols, and many of those are conducted icintly with the Iraqi police.” (transcripf) {story)

Lt. Gen. Norton Schwartz, Aug. 7

Memorlal Service for Saddam’s Victims News & Notes
Saddam Hussein, who killed countless innocent
Iraqis, was himself a weapon of mass destruction,
said Shaik Fadil Alsahfani of the Al- Khoei .
Foundation. Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz was
the keynote speaker at the memaorial service for the
w:tlms of Saddam Hussein's regime at George

Army Medical Teams to Investigate Overseas Pneumonia Cases
WASHINGTON, Aug. &~ The U.S. Army is deploying two medical teams overseas — one
- {0 Germany and the other to Iraq -- to examine a spate of pneumaonia cases within the
U.S. Central Command region that apparently killed two soldiers. Since March 1, about
10C active duty service members deployed to Southwest Asia in support of military
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq have come down with pneumonia, DoD civilan and
military medica officials told reporters at a Pentagon press briefing today. (transcript]

(story)

DoD Will Examine Options Before Requesting More Troops
WASHINGTON, Aug. 5 - If needed, Dol will ask Congress to authorize more soldiers.

But first officiais at the department would like to see if there are other ways to handie
deployments and not raise the troop ceiling, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said
during a Pentagon news conference Aug, 3. If after carefui consideration, Rumsfeld
decides that the military needs more service members, he will recommend that to
President Bush. But first, there are a number of other methods to extend the span of U.S.

forces. (transcript) (story)

The “Straight Scoop” - A Seabee Shares His Perspective on Post-war Irag
Senior Chief Art Messer, a Navy Seabee senving southern Iraq, shared his perspective on
post-war fife It irag in a recent lefter fo American Legit:.-n Post 45. He gave permission 10
refease his letter.

Dear Post 45: | caught wind of and read the recent news articles being circulated back
there in the states. | figured | could clarify some things for you. As usual the news media
has blown some things way out of proportion. The countryside is getting more safe by the
day despite all the attacks you are hearing about. {read entire letter)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld and CENTCOM Commander Gen. John Abizaid Brief Pentagon Press Corps

“It's notthe lone American rifleman out there defending Iraq. We're working in conjunction with iragis to make the place a better place 1o live.
That having been said, there's a hell of a lot more work that has to be done to secure irag in terms of building their capacity. And | know the
secretary's talked to you a number of times about what we want to do with regard to building intematicnat capacity. True, we've got 27 nations
as part of the Coalition. They're up over 20,000, and we hope to increase that number over time, We're hopefut that aver time we (will) get
islamic forces that would come into Iraq to help us. So, it is not an American-only mission by any stretch of the imagination. It's an Iraqi
mission, it is a Coalition mission, and we are participating."{transcript) {story)

Gen. John Abizaid, Aug.21

Ambassador Bremer Discusses Bombing at U.N. Headquarters in Baghdad
“The security problem now has got & terrorist dimension, which is new, but the rest of the security is basically in betier shape than it was three

months ago when | arrived here. it is true that we're taking some casualties among the Coalition forces, but that's fargely coming from a smatt
group of bitter-enders from the former regime, and almost all of it in a very small geographic area. The attacks on the pipelines that you
mentioned and on the electricity are basically a different problem. Those are attacks on the Iraqi people, as the acting minister of oil made
clear in his press conference on Saturday.”(transcript of CBS Early Show}

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer, Aug. 20

Chemical All in Coalition Custody News & Notes

No. 5 on Most Wanted List
Bremer Says Work to Rebuild lraq Will Go Forward

7 WASHINGTON, Aug. 20, 2003 - U.S. work with the United Nations to help build Iraq will
go forward, Ambassador L. Paul Bremer said today. "(This was) obviously a very
unfortunate incident, but it does not derail our efforts,” he said on CNN's "Armerican
Morning.” "As the president said in his statement at Crawford (Texas), we're going to go
forward. We have a very good plan to deal with problems of security and more importantly
to get the economy going here. The political process is well under way." (story}

Rumsfeld: Colombia Is Doing 'An Excellent Job' Fighting Narcoterrorists
BOGQOTA, Colombia, Aug. 19 — The Coiombian government and its military have made

great progress in fighting narcoterrorists in the past year, U.S. Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld told reporters here today. He said that President Ahvaro Uribe and his
country's military "have done an excellent job and they are making very good progress” in
fighting narcoterrorists who are funding anti-government groups, such as the leftist
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia, known by the Spanish acronym FARC. {story)

Officials: No Intention of Lowering Pay for Troops in Irag, Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, Aug. 15 — Pentagon officials have no intention of lowering total
compensation for troops in iraq and Afghanistan, said David S.C. Chu, defense

MACDILL AFB, Tampa, Aug. 21 - GEN Aii Hasan undersecretary for personnel and readiness. At issue are temporary increases Congress
al-Majid "Chemical Ali* has been captured and is in approved in April for two forms of compensation: imminent danger pay and famlly

custody of Coalition forces. All Hasan al-Majid was separation allowance. The two increases are set to expire Sept. 30, and defense officiais
the former Revolutionary Command Council have urged Congrass not to extend them, saying they are unfunded. "We are not going to
Commander and he ts Na. 5 on Central Command’s reduce their compensation,” Chu said. Instead, the Defense Department would prefer to
"iraqi Top 85" list. Coalition forces will continue to compensate the troops through other means. "We have some incentive pay with which we
wark at apprehending former members of Saddam can mmpensate people in trag (and Afghanistan) should the current aliowance provisions

Hussein's regime. (Top 55 poster) exmre Chu said. Amﬂnq these are hardshm duw pav and incentive pay, he sald {5tnw]
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses Troops at Lackland Air Force Base

“Qur world is a different place than it was two years ago. September 11th ushered in a new age, an age of -- some are calling, of asymmetric
warfare. In this age, the threats we have faced have not baen so much large armies, large navies and large air forces locked in great battle,
but suicide bombers, cyber-terrorists, low-intensity warfare, and the spreading contagion of weapons of mass destruction.” (transcript) (story)

Ambassador Bremer Briefs Press in Baghdad

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Aug.25
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antenio, Texas

“It is important to accelerate the Iragl invalvement in the reconstruction of iraq, and in particutar in the security procedures being taken for Iraq.
Today there are more than 50,000 iragis already serving in security areas in the defense of Iraq: in the Iraqi police, the border guards, in the

Facilities Protection Service, which has been set up to protect fixed sites, and in the new Iragi army, as well as the [ragi Civil Defense Corps. |
believe that the Governing Council has made very clear in the statement they issued on Wednesday that they encourage Iraqis 1o take part in
these various processes and encourage Iragis to step up and become part of the security forces defending their country against terrorists and

‘Saddamists.” {franscript)

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer, Aug. 23

Weapons Search

Soldiers with Bravo Company, 588th Engineers, search for
weapons caches guring a raid on the outskirts of Bagubah, Iraq, on
Aug. 20, 2003. The village sits along a stretch of road known as
"RPG Alley.” It has been the site of many attacks on military
convoys and patrols. DoD photo by Sgt. Michael Barranti, U.S.
Army {Released)

Operation Tribute to Freedom- NFL Season Kickoff
The National Football League is dedicating the start of its season to

the men and women of the U.S. armed forces as part of the
Defense Department's Operation Tribute fo Freedom. Thousands
of servicemembers will be on the Mall on Sept. 4 to hear Britney

Spears Aerosmith, MaryJ Bllge and Aretha Frankhn In concert.

News & Notes
Mvers Tells Vets U.§. Making 'Amazing Difference’ in lrag
WASHINGTON, Aug. 26 - American service members are making "an
amazing difference” in the tives of Iragis, Air Force Gen. Richard 8.
Myers said Aug. 25. Speaking at the annual Veterans of Foreign Wars
convention in San Antonic, Myers said the deaths of Uday and (Jusay
Hussein sent a message to the Iraqi people that America is not going to
et a similar regime back in power. (story)

Officials Discuss Rebalancing Guard, Reserve, Active Forces
WASHINGTON, Aug. 26 — The days of the "weekend warrior” are
gone, Thomas F, Hall, assistant secrefary of defense for reserve
affairs, said. Guardsmen and reservists are giving much more than a
weekend a month and two weeks of annual training a year, he said.
Many serve 60 to 120 days a year. Although onty about 2 percent of
the 1.2 million guardsmen and reservists have been called up in eight
mobilizations in the past 13 years, Hall said it's the same kinds of
spacialties - civil affairs, air traffic control, mortuary affairs and force
protection — that always are nesded. "it's a new world and we need to
ransition," he said. (story)

Bush Vows 'No Retreat’ in Global Anti-Terror Campaign
WASHINGTON, Aug. 26 - President George Bush vowed today to
continue the war against global terrorism. America and its allies have
achieved many victories against global terrorists since the attacks on
the United States, Bush declared at the American Legion's nationat
convention in St. Louis. The president noted that al Qaeda no longer is
using Afghanistan as a haven, and that Saddam Hussein's brutal and
terrorist-friendly regime was xicked out of power in lraq. (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld en Route 1o Iraq

"l think that there is a value in showing that this Coalition is brc:ad So | think that the idea of going to the U.N., seeking an appropriate
resciution, possibly having the effect of broadening somewhat the Coalition, although it's quite broad at the present time, is a good thing for
Irag. i think it's a geod thing for the region. | think having the additional Iragis in the security roles and now taking over some of the ministries --
that is a big thing that's just happened, For these governing councils fo select 25 people to be in charge of these ministries and to work with
the Governing Council and the Coalition Provisional Authority on the work of those ministries is a very significant step forward. And it's the
combination of &ll of those things that { think is important. * (transcrip} (story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Sept. 4

Coalition Provisional Authority Update Briefing from Baghdad

“Terrorism is not new in Irag. The govemnment of rag was a terrorist government, a terrorist government which terrorized its own people.
Saddam Hussein, by several reports 've seen, killed more Muslims than any other man in history; most of them, was, perhaps, not car bombs;
it was a more silent and in some ways a more awful terrorism. So | would say to iraqis | understand their anguish -- and share it — about the
car bombs. I's a fight we're now going 1o have to win here -- this fight against temrcrism. But the [ragi people are now free. And they do not
have to worry about the secref police coming after them in the middle of the night, and they don't have fo WOITY | about their husbands and
brothers being taken off and shot, or their wives being taken to rape rooms. Thuse days are over." (transcript)

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer. Sept. 2

Bunker Search - News & Notes

Myers, Rumsfeld Eye to Eye on internationalizing Irag Mission
WASHINGTON, Sept. 4, 2003 - U.S. military leaders have no reason

la try to "go around" civilian defense leaders {0 make policy, because
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid and other ieaders take their
generais' advice, Gen. Richard B. Myers said today. (story)

Iraq Health Care System improvin |
WASHINGTON, Sept. 4 — After years of neglect during the Saddam
Hussein regime, Iraq's health care system is slowly moving ahead, said
Jim Haveman, the Coalition Provisional Autheority's senior adviser {o the
Irag! Ministry of Health, More than 500 security people have been

g S e frained, and a posttraumatic siress program for children and aduits has
Snidiers wnth the 3f5ﬂ2nd infantry Reglment search a bunker begun. Doctors' safaries have gone from $20 a month to between $160

D e B ool Iraq, Aug. 31, 2003.( U.8. Amy and $260 a month. Some 9,000 tons of drugs have been distributed

since May 24. (franscript) (story)

DoD Announces September 11 Commemorative Events Deployed Troops Get Break on School Loans

The Department of Defense will commemorate the terrorist WASHINGTON, Sept. 4 — Military personnel who have been depioyed
attack of Sept. 11, 2001, with Secretary of Defense Donaid or mobilized are not required to make student loan payments during
Rumsfeld participating in a wreath-laying ceremony at Arfington iheir absences. Federal regulations require lenders to postpone the
National Cemetery on Thursday, Sept. 11, at 9:3¢ a.m. EDT. At student loan program payments of active duty military personnel. This
11 a.m, DT, Secretary Rumsfeld, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs applies to members of the National Guard and Ready Reserves who
{Gen. Richard B. Myers, USAF, and Speaker Dennis Hastert will have been called to active duly, as well as to active duty personnel
join Pentagon chaplains and employees in a chapel flag ‘whose duty station has been changed as a result of a military
presentation and stained glass window dedication ceremony, mobilization. {story}
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Pentagon Chapel Window Dedication

‘And to us, for whom the task o seek justice’ has been set
from on high, we pray that for ever more our grief be
tempered with a faith to look to the future and the resolve o
unite in the struggle for peace.”

(Benediction by Chaplain Robert Beltrarmn, Sept. 11 window dedication)

Four stained-glass windows in the Pentagon chapel were
dedicated Sept. 11, 2003, in a ceremony of remembrance for
the 1832 victims at the Pentagon and on American Airlines
Flight 77.

One window was dedicated to the Office of the Administrative
Assistant to the Secretary of the Army; one to the Army G-1,
Manpower and Reserve Affairs, and Defense Intelligence
Agency; one to those on American Airtines Flight 77; and

one to Navy personnel who died.

In the four panels, the anchor (top left) iliustrates strength;

a tree (bottom, right} represents growth and life, and the two
center panels, which mirror each other, show an eagle,
symbol of our nation.

| A fitth window in the shape of the Pentagon was dedicated
|last year. {story)

Patriot Day Observances

President Bush

“Today our nation remembers — we remember a sad and
terrivle day, September the 11th, 2001, We remember lives
lost. We remember the heroic deeds. We remember the
compassion and the decency of our fellow citizens on that
terrible day.”

St John's Episcopal Church, Washington, D.C., Sepf. 11

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld

“Thomas Paine said during the American Revoiution, "America
shall make a stand not for itself alone, but for the world." And from
that day 1o this, the voices of other patriots in other imes have rung
out in support of human freedom. President Ronhald Reagan telling
Mr. Gorbachev to "tear down that wall." President Bush atop the -
rubble at the World Trade Center telling the terronsts that they
would “hear from all of us soon.’

“They did hear from us, and the fight for freedom continues,
because we know that if we do not fight the terronists over there in
Irag, in Afghanistan and across the world, then we wili have fo face
them here, and many more innocent men, women and children, as
weli as the patriots defending them, will perish, That's why we will
prevail.”

Arlington National Cemetery, Sept. 11 |

Gen. Richard B. Myers
“Those who lost their lives in the Pentagon two years ago were

aircrew members, innocent passengers, inside the Pentagon,
officers and enlisted, active duty and reserve, civil servants,
contractors. Some were just beginning their careers, and some had
& long record of honorable service... It wasnt just their deaths that
made them heroes. They're heroes because they lived lives of
dedication to duty and service to country.”

Artington National Cemetery, Sept. 11

(link to full text of President Bush's message)
(link to Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers transcript)

Link to designs for the memorial park to be built on the grounds of
the Pentagon honoring the 184 victims of the Sept. 11 attack on the
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses National Press Club

*Our goal is not to create a dependency in rag by flooding it with Americans, our goal is 1o get a broad — stilt broader intemnational face
on it, and then a considerably greater Iraqi face on it as they contribute more and more to their own political future and their own
econamic future. To the extent you are too heavy a footprint, you don't help them, you hurt them. Because foreign forces in a country
are an anomaly. They're not natural. They're unnatural. And to the extent they're there, people tend to rely on them. And we don't want
to create a reliance or a dependency, we want them to begin steadily increasing their assumption of their own responsibilities.”

transcnpt) (story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Sep. 10'

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Testifies Before Senate Armed Services Committee

“I'd like to jocus...on three critical areas where we seek the support of the Congress, and particulary, of this committee: first, the
specific issue of obtaining the resources and the authority to train and equip and field foreign military forces fighting alongside our own;
second, to give us the flexibility that we've asked for to reduce the stress on active duty end-strength by making it easier to convert
military jobs fo civilian jobs; and most important, and most demanding, to support the President's request, expressed so forcefully
Sunday night, for the resources needed to wage and win this war. We need resources for our military.” {testimony transcript} (story)

Deputy Secretary Paul Woffowitz, Sept. 9

School Days

Iraqt schooigirls show off their new chalkboards donated by
friends -and family of U.S. Navy Seabees assigned to Naval
Mobile Construction Battalion Four. Navy Seabee units have
been participating in extensive reconstruction of schools,
hospitals and bridges throughout Irag in support of Operation
lraqgi Freedom. (U.5. Navy photo by Lt Brandon Harding)

Web Links
DefenseLINK — Defense Department Web Site
DefendAmerica - Defense Department Web Site
Today in DoD - Events Calendar
DoD Transcripts - briefings, interviews
American Forces Information Service - news articles
Operation Tribute To Freednm

News & Notes
Myers, Wolfowtiz Cite Progress in War on Terror
WASHINGTON, Sept. 11, - Two years after terrorist attacks at the
World Trade Center and the Pentagon, defense leaders said America
has heeded "that wake-up call to the real threat of international
terrorism," and is making solid progress in the war on terrorism. "We've
had great success in the last two years,” Air Force Gen. Richard B.
Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said. (story)

Many Iraqgi Artifacts Found, but Many Still Missing

WASHINGTON, Sept. 10 -- Precious artifacts looted from Iraqi
museums shortly after the war with iraq began slowly are finding their
way back to where they belong, said Marine Corps Col. Matthew
Bogdanos, the official leading the 10-agency investigation. Bogdanos
said so far during a four-month investigation, about 3,500 artifacts have
been recovered and returned fo the {ragi people, but many items

remain missing. (transcript) (siory)

Afghan National Army Key to Afghan Nationalism

GARDEZ, Afghanistan, Sept. 7 - The Afghan National Army is one key
to extending the interim government's influence throughout
Afghanistan. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld met a platoon of that
army during a visit to the Provincial Reconstruction Team headguarters
here today. Officials said the Afghan army has about 5,000 soldiers. It
reports to the interim government headed by Hamid Karzai. It is one of
the few "national" efforts in Afghanistan. The idea is-that the army will
take over securty functions from the militias each provincial governor
maintains. (story) -
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld News Conference oh Progress [n Irag

“If you compare the progress in Iraq to what happened in Germany after World War il, I'm told that in Germany it took three years to get
an independent central bank. In Iraq it took two months. To get German police established, it took 14 months. In Irag, two months. To
get a new German currency, three years. In Irag, two and a half months. To have a German cabinet, 14 months. In iraq, four months.

So some things are being achieved at a good ¢lip.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Rumsfeld Appears on CBS Sunday Show “Face the Nation”

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Sept. 16

“The $87 biliion (requested by the president of Congress) is part of the global war on tetror, and it is a lot better to be fighting terrorists
in Iraq and Afghanistan than in the United States. The effort is one that has not as its purpose, | think, as you phrased it, rebuilding Iraq.
Iragis are going to have to rebuild fraq. What this proposal by the president really does is to say, look, we have a chance to put that
country on a path to democracy, a path towards representative government, a path so that we'll have a country that's friendly with its
neighbors instead of invading its neighbors, and that wilt be a very good thing for that region. It will be a very good thing for the world.”

(transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeid, Sept. 14

News & Notes

Myers Gets Upbeat Report on Kosovo

PRISTINA, Kosovo, Sept. 17 -- Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers had just finished answering a
news conference question here on how long U.S. troops would be in Irag when a Kosovar
reporter piped up, "We want you to stay here for a hundred years," he said. Myers said that
while the situation in Kosovo is stabilizing, challenges remain. He said the U.S. military is in
Kosovo as part of the greater NATO mission. The United States will stand with the NATO allies
and wilf not leave early, he said. "In together, out together is the plan,” he said during the press
conference. The chairman said NATO will continue to study the situation in the region, and is
“almost continuously® reviewing the troop levels needed in the country. [story)

Installations Gear Up for Hurricane Isabel
WASHINGTON, Sept. 16 -- Military bases along the East Coast are taking steps 1o protect

people, ships, aircraft and facilities from the potential destructive winds and water of Hurricane
Isabel. Ships were being ordered out to sea, aircraft were flying west, and installations
throughout the mid-Atiantic were bracing for the potential of maximum sustained winds near
115 miles per hour. In addition, news reports said the Navy was calting for the voluntary
gvacuation of all its personnel in advance of the hurricane’s approach. {story)

Filipinc Troops Contribute 1o Iraqg Stability
CAMP UDAIR!, Kuwait -- Soldiers and civilians from the Philippines deployed to Iraq in late
August to provide peacekeeping and humanitarian assistance to the Iragi peopie. The
Philippines has also sent a task force of civilian medical and police professionals. “The police
will train the Iragi police force, and the engineers will provide some assistance with construction
for civit and military projects,” said Brig. Gen. Pedro Ramboanga, commander of the Philippine
Humanitarian Contingent to fraq. The Phitippines has pledged a fotal of 500 peopie — both
soldiers and civilians — to assist with post-war rehabilitations and reconstruction. {story)

Sept. 19 is Naticnal POW/MIA Recognition
Day. More than 88,000 Americans still are
missing from World War |l, the Korgan
War, the Cold War, the Vietnam War and
the 1991 Guif War. More than 600 L.S.
specialists work every day around the
world to locate and identify them. Since
the end of the Vietnam War, U.S. teams
have located and identified more than 700
Arnericans who were missing as a result of
the Vietnam War, (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies About War on Terror Before the Senate Appropriations Committee

"As a sign of his conviction that we must prosecute this war, and defeat those who threaten us, the President has requested $87 billion in
emergency funds to fight the war on terror. The vast majority of the funds the President has requested will go to the troops who are risking
their lives in this struggle. Of the $87 billion in the President's request, $66 billion is to support ongoing military operations - money for military
pay, fuel, fransportation, maintenance, weapons, equipment, iife-saving body armor, ammunition and other critical military needs...The
remaining $21 billion is to help the pecple of Afghanistan and Iraq secure their nations for freedom - 5o that they can get on a path to stability,
sel-government and seff-reliance.” (prepared statement) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Sept. 24, 2003
Washington, D.C.
Gen, John Abizaid Testifies Before Senate Armed Services Committee
"We are focusing our efforts in five areas: (1) improving intelligence; (2) developing Iragi security forces; (3) internationalizing our security
effort; (4) protecting the infrastructure; and (5) helping to communicate our aims, plans and successes to the Iragi people. We have also
repositioned forces to concentrate our efforts in problem areas and establish a higher degree of control over irag's borders. In areas in which
we achieve stability, we will disengage cur forces and turn over securtty responsibilities to Iragis while maintaining the capability to anticipate
and respond rapidly to any changes in the situation. Later, as the New Iraq expands its security capacity, we intend to move our forces to less
visible locations from which we can react to external threats and prepare to relinquish national defense Ttesponsibilities to the New Iragi Army.”

(prepared statement) (story)

Gen. John Abizaid, Sept. 25, 2003,
Washington, D.C,

News Stories New Iragi Army Training

Defensge Leaders Discuss Reserve Component Role
WASHINGTON, Sept. 25 -- National Guard and Reserve forces
"have been absolutely essential” to the war on temorism, the
commander of U.S. Central Command told the Senate
Appropriations Committee during a Sept. 24 hearing about the
fiscal 2004 supplemental funding request for fraq and
Afghanistan. "We couldn't get the job done without them,” Army
Gen. John Abizaigd said. "It isn't & matter of 'nice to have,' it's a
matter of 'must have." (story)

R & R Leave Begins for Troops, Civilians in OIF
WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 — Service members and Defense
Department civilians on 12-month orders in Iraq and Jordan
supporiing Operation Iragi Freedom now have a rest and

U.S. Army Sgt. Duane Smith conducts drill and ceremony training at the
. \ raqi Civil Defense Course, held near Baghdad on Sept. 16. The course is
recuperatlﬂnlleaue progranm that "'f"'" allpw them o tgke up to ,15 conducted weekly in Baghdad fo train new lragi recruits in soldier skills and
days, excluding travel time, to visit family or friends in the United prepare to them to work with coalition forces supporting Operation Iragi
States or Europe. (story) Freedom. {U.S. Air Force photo by Master Sgt. Robert R. Hargreaves Jr.)

Military Investigates Guantanamo Bay Cases

WASHINGTON, Sept. 24 — The Defense Department is

continuing its investigations into two cases associated with the

confinement facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, in which an Air

| Force translator is charged with espionage and an Army
chaplain is being held pending charges. (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps: Secretary Says Bulk of Money for Irag Will Come From Iragis
“Some have properly asked why the American taxpayer should pay $20 billion to train Iraqis to provide for their own security in that country
and to repair Iragi infrastructure. [f's a fair question. The answer is so that Iragis can take responsibility for their own security and for the
reconstruction of their country as quickly as possible, and U.S. forces and Coalition forces can turn that responsibiiity over to the Iraqis. The
$20 billion the President requested is not intended to cover all of Iraq's needs, The bulk of the funds for [raq's reconstruction will come from
Iragis - from oil revenues, recovered assets, international trade, direct foreign investment, as well as some c:nntnbutlc-ns we've already
received and hape to receive from the international community.” (transcrip!) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Oct. 2, 2003

Brig. Gen. Cone Briefing on Joint Lessons Learned From Operation Iraqi Freetiom

“The {lessons leamed) process involves thousands of hours of observation, of key meetings and key decisions with people in the room taking
notes, et cetera... The key points that the leaders | interviewed mentioned were: A, having initiative to determine time and place of attack; B,
having better and more timely information than the enemy -- again, a relative comparison; the ability to leverage the air and sea arm into the
ground fight, because we achieved air and sea supremacy so quickly; and then the application of precision, precision fires on a scope and
scale that's unprecedented, linked to speed and depth of ground maneuver.” {transcript) (story)

Brig. Gen. Robert W. Cone, Oct. 2, 2003

News Stories New School Year

NORTHCOM Chief Says U.S. Better Prepared To Face Terrorist Threals
WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 -The United States is better prepared to face terrorist
threats today and the U.S. Northern Command will continue to improve U.S.
capabilities, Air Force Gen. Ralph Eberhart said today during an interview. The
command stood up Oct, 1, 2002, and was declared "fully operational” Oct. 1,
2003, Based in Colorado Springs, Colo., it is responsible for the U.S. military's
homeland defense mission. The command's credo is to defer, prevent and
defeat. Eberhart said the key is to have actionable intelligence.

Liberia Mission Winds Down
WASHINGTON, Sept. 30 - The U.S. Joint Task Force that participated in

stability operations in Liberia is pulling out, Defense Department officials said. BAGHDAD - U.S. Amy Maj, Gregg Softy, operations officer, ist
Military forces from the Economic Community of West African States have Squadron, 1st Cavalry Regiment, 1st Anmored Division, heips a
succeeded in establishing a safe area so humanitarian operations in Liberia can young traqi schoolgirl tie hier shaes on the first day of classes at
proceed, said officiais. A totat of 55 Marines will remain in Monrovia to beef u Dufat Al-Neit primary schaol in Baghdad on Oct 1. Unit
s * . P members handed out school supplies, hygiene products and
security at the U.S, embassy. Atits greatest, U.S. presence in Liberia was about toys that had been donated by LS. organizations. (U.S. Army
300, L.5. officiais said. (story) photo by Spe. Shauna McRoberts)
WASHINGTON, Oct. 2 - Pop artist National Guard Meets End Strength Goals
Peter Max has unveiled a new ARLINGTON, Va., Oct. 2 -The Army and Air National Guard met their end
poster {left) for sale in November to strength goals for fiscal year (FY) 2003, announced Lt. Gen. H Steven
;j':; ;?Efnl_l'ﬂﬁ; fr‘f';;:i r%;’t"—;g:—“ Blum, chief of the Natlonal Guard Bureau. The Army National Guard's
series of ¢ ‘ | programmed end strength for the fiscal year was 350,000. As of today,
posters for the September . ) :
11th Victims Fund. After visiting the they have 351,031 members. The Army National Guard has achieved its
Pentagon fast October to see the end-strength mission for seven consecutive years. The Air National
restoration efforts, he said he felt Guard's programmed end strength for the fiscal year was 106,600. They
-compelled to create ancther poster currently have 108,332 members. “The National Guard Bureau sees no
to raise money for the Pentagon indications that the homeland security mission or the war on terrofism are
, ___MEE?E lai FU"d iﬂﬂ o 1 hawng any serious |mpact on recrmtmg Blum said. {Elﬂ[ﬂ
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- ﬂfﬁf’é&k{}r Update from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld and NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson Brief Press at NATO Meeting in Colorado Springs, Colorado

“The geal of the Coalition is not to become the permanent provider of security for that country. Rather, itis to be there for & shorf period, whatever it
takes, assist in getting the Iraqi forces up to speed and armed and equipped and trained so that they can, in fact, provide for Irag's security, which is
the job of lragis, not of Americans, not of Coalition forces, except for a period, and then allow them to take that over... The same thing's true in the
political area, where the transition will go from the Coalition Provisional Authority, a transfer of sovereignty over a period of time fo the lraqi
government as it evolves.” (transcript, story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Oct. 8, 2003

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Accepts the Keeper of the Flame Award

“Success in the battle for demaocracy in Iraq will be a major victory in the war against terrorism. Iragis understand this. And alongside us, they are

working hard to fight the forces of anger and hopelessness. They are seizing this opportunity to move their country forward. The brave Americans
who liberated iIraq have brought us to the possibility of a major victory in the war on terrorism. We must complete that victory. That is the best way
that we can honor the memory of the heroes who have died and the heroes who are stili risking their lives. And we are winning.” {transcript)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wotfowitz, Oct. 9, 2003

__Afghani School Girls In the News

Media's Focus After Interim Report Surprises Top Arms Inspector
WASHINGTON, Oct. 5 - The man leading the search for weapons of mass
destruction in iraq expressed surprise that media reports focused mainly on what
his teamn has yet to find and not on what it has turned up so far after his Oct, 2
interim report to Congress. David Kay, chief U.S. arms inspector, told host Tony
Snow on the "Fox News Sunday"” that while his team indeed has yet to find illicit
weapons; "I'm sort of amazed that what was powerful information about both {the
former fragi regime’s) intent and their actual activifies that were not known and
were hidden from (United Nations) inspectors seems not fo have made it to the
press.” This is information (that), if it had been available last year, would have
been headiine news,” Kay noted. {story}
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Pfc. Omadai Lali with the 486th Civil Affairs Battalion, talks with
ghani school girs during 2 visit (o Orgun, Alghanistan, Sept. 22, Number of Attacks in lraq Constant, Enemy Tactics Change
i‘;ﬁftﬂh‘g‘;ﬁ"ﬂ? ;ggrﬁﬁ‘; ;’ﬁg{;ﬁ;ﬂﬁaﬂgj@”?gg? nd 1 | WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — While the number of attacks against Coalition troops in
photo by Staff Sat. Kyle Davis, U.S. Army.) ‘ Irag _has re-_mgmeﬁ constant, the tactics enemy fur:.?es use _have chs_npged, Coalition
. officials said in Baghdad. The nature of enemy action against Coalition forces has

changed since May 1, officials said. Enemy forces are moving away from small-

Six-Month Progress Report in Irag unit infantry attacks against Coalition forces. Regime holdouts are moving toward
Ambassador Bremer Press Conference more hit-and-run attacks using improvised explosive devices, mortars or rocket-
propelled grenades. "They are using different tactics so they do not need to
The Coalition has completed over 13,000 reconstruction engage our forces directly,” said a Combined Joint Task Force 7 spokesman. The
prajects, large and small, as part of our strategic plan for change in tactics did not create a rise in the number of incidents. (story}

the reconstruction of fraq. That plan has four elements:
Wolfowitz Asserts Value of Ground Forces

-  Create a secure environment; WASHINGTON, Oct. 8 — Ground faorces are an important part of the Defense

»  Begin restoration of essentiai services: Department's plans in transforming itself to meet 21st century challenges, Deputy
= Begin to transform the economy; and Secretary Paul Wolfowitz said at a speech to members of the Association of the

:  Begin the transformation to democracy. U.S. Army. Wolfowitz said he's puzzled by media reports that say civilian leaders

think ground forces are obsolete. "Yes, the armed forces today have ming-
- Ambassador Bremer. | .| boggling long-range precision-strike capabiliies,” Wolfowitz said, "and yes, we
Oct. 9, 2003, Baghdad intend o take full advantage of that. But that hardly suggests that the Army is no

(transcript longer necessary.” {transcript, story}
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Penta on Briefin

A Week.'y Update frnm the ﬂepartmenr of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps, Discuss Troop Morale

| don't think we could ignore how tough conditions are in Iraq. | mean, we are still a nation at war. We're at war against terrorism...And, while
they're volunteers, and while they raised their right hand and they wanted to go defend their country and are proud to do that, our obiigation is
to... provide as much quality of [ife as we can for them, to allow them to connect hack to their families back here. So this is a very tough and
difficult environment. And the survey (in the Stars and Stripes), as | read it, about a third said their morale was low, two-thirds say it was above
average to average...It's something we take very, very seriously, {and that) we look at all the time."” {transcript) {story)

Gen. Richard B. Myers, Oct, 16, 2003
Washington

Secretaﬂ Rumsfeld Delivers Ronald Reagan Policy Briefing at Reagan Presidential Library
“The Cealition in Iraq... now includes military forces from 32 nations... Why are so many of these nations, many small, most not very wealthy,

sending their forces, their young men and women put at risk halfway around the world to help bring freedom to the iraqi people? | suspect it's
because so many of them have just recovered their own freedom, and they're eager, they're proud to help the Iragi people recover theirs. God
bless them all, and God bless Ronald Reagan for what he did to help liberate them. In a sense, their contributions are important in another
way. They demonstrate that the seeds of freedom, when planted, can do more than simply take root where they're sown. They can have the
power 1o spread freedom across the globe to other countries.” {transcript) {stary)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Oct. 10, 2003
| Simi Valley, Calif.

Bush: Iraq Is Making Progress Under a Clear Strategy
WASHINGTON, Qct, 11 - The United States and ifs Coalition
pariners are making progress in rebuilding Iraq into "a stable, just
and prosperous country" that doesn't threaten its neighbors or the
world, President Bush said Oct. 11 during his weekly radio address.
He emphasized that the U.S. and the Coalition "are following a clear
strategy” in rebuilding iraq. The President said the United States
remains committed "to expanding interational cooperation in the
reconstruction and security of lraq.” {story) {radic address)

Planning for Replacing Troops in iraq

WASHINGTON, Oct. 16 -- Whether or not another multinational
division is ready for deployment in February, the 101st Airborne
Division will come home on time, sald U.S. Central Command
officials. A plan unveiled in July calied for a multinational division to
replace the 101stin Mosul, Iraq, in February. Defense Secrefary
Rumsfeld said he still hopes an international division will be ready for

An Iragi woman destroys old dinars by dipping them in red dye. Oct. 15 duty in {raq, but the U.S. military is making plans in case this does
was the first day new Iraqi dinars could be exchanged. Saddam’s face not happen. Rumsfeld said getting a multinational division in place is
was replaced on the new notes with images of Iraq's scientific, cultural complicated and wilt {ake time. He said the nation providing froops
and historical contributions. (GPA photo) would have to work with the U.S. Central Command and the Iragi
(story) (Bremer Dinar Transcript) (Briefing Transcript) Governing Council. The nation would have to work out a

memorandum of understanding on how the iroops would be
supplied, where they wouid be based and how they would receive
orders. "That suggests to me that it will take a bit of time,” he said
during a Pentagon press conference on Oct. 16. -

(transeript) (story)
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Penta on Briefin

A Week.'y Update fmm the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. Peter Pace Brief Pentagon Press Corps

“The goal over time is to adjust the U.S. feotprint in Iraq and increasingly pass responsibility for security and govemance of the country
to the people of Irag. That's why the Coalition has trained some 85,000 Iragi forces in just over five months, 55,000 police, 6,400 border
guards, 18,700 serving in the Facilities Protection Service, a 700-man battalion in the new Iragi army and 4,700 in the new Iraqi civil
defense corps. And there are an additional 10,000 above the 85,000 that are currently in training for these various lragi security forces.
There are, as you know, some 32 countries that have 24,000 troops on the ground in Iraq, as well. We're still in discussion with other
countries, which are also considering sending troops as well as other types of support.” (tfranscript, story, briefing siides)

Secretary Donald Rumsteld, Oct. 21

Ambassador Bremer's Remarks to the Madrid Donors’ Conference

‘Iraq’s progress towards & constitution, elections and sovereignty is well advanced. Additionally, Iraq has already implemented a series
of economic measures which will prove very attractive to private investors from inside and outside Iraq. Reconstruction efforts are going
forward everyday. | urge you to join now in that reconstruction effort. Alt the iragi people, Sunni and Shia, Kurd and Arab, from the
marshes to the mountains, need your assistance...It is a vast and historic undertaking. The countries represented in this hall may have
disagreed in the past. We may disagree today on one point or another. But by our presence we signify that we agree on one major
point: The Iraqi people need help to realize their future of hope; we are ready to contribute.” {prepared remarks)

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer II_I, Oct. 24

Weapons Search o ' In the News

Irag Improving, But Challenges Remain, Sanchez Reports
WASHINGTON, Oct. 23 - The commander of Coalition ground forces in Irag,
Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez, said the Coalition has a foundation of support
among the Iraqi people. "Once we get economic progress and the law and
order capacities built in the country, (that) will go a long way towards re-
establishing & safe and secure environment here in this country,” he said. “If
we give them the political hope, get the disenfranchised elements of the
society back into the fold, if we get the unemployed back to working, then that
will contribute fo eliminating some anti-Coalition sources out there.* (story)

Iragis Strive for Progress in Economic Sphere
R R LT T WASHINGTON, Oct. 23 — Three members of the Iragi Ministry of Labor and
U.S. Army Seldiers of the 4th infantry Division conduct a Secial Affairs, in the United States to learn how to set up naticnal

raid on a house in Kiffi, Irag, in search of illegal weapons employment and training programs, briefed Pentagon reporiers on economic
on Oct 20, 2003. (U.S. Army photo by Sgt. Brian Cox) progress in fraq. Ultimately, tourism may be a big moneymaker in Iraq, they

said. iraq has great freasures, from the Ziggurat of Ur to the Baghdad

Fulbright Scholarship Program Begins Again In lrag Museum to Babylon to Nineveh. {story)

BAGHDAD, Oct. 21 — Ambassador Bremer announced the

United States is re-starting the Fulbright Scholarship Program in Muslim toly Month of Ramadan to Begin |

Iraq. Prior 10 its suspension 14 years ago, the program between (By Rabia Jami, Special to ME”GH”_F‘:‘@? Press Service)

the U.S. and Iraq had a rich history of pramoting mutual respect - WASHINGTON, QOct. 20 - More than 1.2 biflion Muslims woridwide wil

and understanding through educational and cultural celebrate the start of Ramadan, islam's holy month of fasting, on Oct. 26 or
exchange, Beginning in 1952, 190 participants studied, taught or Oct. 27. Many Muslims aftend evening “taraweeh” prayer at their local
conducted research in the U.S. This vear, a minimum of 20 mosque, which involves the recitation of one thirtieth of the Koran. By going
participants will be selected. {retease) ' | o fo these prayers each night, a Muslim will hear the entire book recited by the

end of the month. {story)
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From the Podium

Secrefary Rumsfeld Briefs Pentagon Press Corps on Irag

“A terrorist can attack at any time, at any place, using any technigue. It's been going on in country after country across the gliobe throughout
my entire lifetime and before. There aren't short-term fixes to these problems. The aftacker has the advantage. And that is why the task is to
root ouf terrorists and terrorist organizations where they are, to find them and to capture them or kill them. And that is what we are doing...The
dea that there's some short-term fix -- you can put up barricades around your building. Sure, that'll stop a truck. And you can do that. And you
can hang wire mesh over your building, and it'll repel a rocket-propelled grenade. And then they'll attack soft targets going to and from

work. Terrorists are out to Kill innocent men, women and children, and to alter the behavior and terrorize people. And free people can't be free
and live in terror, Therefore, the only choice is to do what the President's doing.” (transcript] {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Oct. 30

Maj. Gen. Raymond Odierno, Commander of the 4th Infantry Division, Holds Press Conference from Tikrit

"We are getting more and mare tips every day...prabably ten- or twenty fold more than when we first started... Even more importantly, it's
more accurate human informaticn. In fact, our success rate is about 90 percent now accurate, where in the beginning it was 40 to 50 percent.
Some of that has 1o do with our ability 1o understand...who are our goc-d informants and who gives us good information and who doesn't,
because there are those who try to give us false infarmation. And we've sorted through most of that. There are threats to Iragis who come
forward. There is intimidation that is atliempted. That's part of th|s reg1rne They don't care what they do to their people. They don't care about
the Iragi pecple. All they care about is coming back into power.” (franseript) {story)

Maj. Gen. Raymond Cdierno, Cct. 27

Military Help Fight California Fires In the News

Bremer Says Iraq Frontline of War on Terrorism

WASHINGTON, Oct. 26 -- Ambassador Paul Bremer has ordered a fuil
investigation of the attack on Baghdad's Al Rasheed Hote, but said Iraq
is the frontline of the war on ferrorism and these types of aitacks must be
expected. Almost 80 percent of the attacks on Caalition forces have been
concentrated in the region to the north and west of Baghdad. Bremer said
the solution is enlisting the help of Iraqis. (story}

Common Commitment Unifies Multinational Division Troops
WASHINGTON, Oct. 29 -- It's probably one of the most diverse military

units ever established: a 10,000-man division made up of soldiers from 21

As smoke fums day into mght a MAFFS (Mndular Alrbume F,m countries and have different equipment, cperating procedures and rules
Fighting System) equipped, C-130E aircraft from the 146th Airlift of engagement. Deputy Defense Secretary Patt Wolfowitz visited the
Wing, Channe! Istands Air National Guard Station, is reloaded with headquarters in Hillah Oct. 24, where the Polish commander told him the
Phoschek fire retardant. The aircraft is currently fighting the Simi unit's biggest challenge is overcoming its many differences 1o operate as
Fire in southem California. {Air Force photo by Senior Master Sgt. "one team with one mission." {story)

Cennis W. Goff [story)

Independent Panel Releases Report on Aug. 19 UN Bombing

Thanking Thnse Who Serve and Their Families United Nations, Oct. 22 - The United Nations security management
system failed in its mission to provide adeqguate security to L.N. staff in
| Nov, 11 is Veterans Day Send a message to the I:mups Iraq, a special panel investigating the bombing of U.N. headquarters in
from the Departmant of Defense s Operation Tribute'to - Baghdad reported. The panel noted that the U.N. asked Coalition Forces
- Freedom web page (link here). November is also Mllltary fo ... dismantle an observation outpost set up on the roof and remove the
|- Families Apprematlnn Munth Lmk her& to read a Nauy ______________ | barriers placed to prevent traffic on the access road that was eventually
News reiease IM e e used by the attackers to approach and target the building. (story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washingztan, DC 2030 1-1400
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps on Troop Rotation

“The U.S. footprint will depend on the security situation, which Js continually being reassessed by the commanders on the ground. .. it's
impartant to recognize that numbers (of U.S. troops in irag) do not necessarily equate with capability. We're bringing in forces that are
appropriate to deal with the evolving thieats in iraq today, including more mobile infantry elements. So while the number of U.S. forces may be
level or decling siightly, this much is certain: the averall capability of the security forces in iraq will increase. Moreover, as the number of Iragi
forces continues 1o increase and as other countries consider deployments, as they are, the total number of Coalition forces, including iraq
security forces, clearly will grow, as it has been growing every month for the past three or four months.*

(franscript) (story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Nov. 6

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Speaks on Iragi Reconstruction to George Mason University’s Mercatus Center Audience

"Our plan in Iraq called for an Iragi cabinet of ministers, which took office in four months: it took 14 months fo reach that milestone in post-war
Germany. Our plan for Iraq calied for an independent central bank, which was achieved in two months: it took three years in post-war
Germany, Qur pian called for establishing a new [ragi currency, which was announced in two months and in circuiation in five: it took three
years to do that in post-war Germany. The plan calfled for new lragi Police Force, which was accomplished in two months: it took 44 manths in
post-war Germany. The plan called for the establishment of a new Iragi army. It began training within three months and completed fraining of
the first battalion in less than five; it took 10 years 1o stand up the German ammy." {transcript)

~ Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, Nov. 4

In the News
President Signs $87.5 Billion Package for Irag, Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, Nov. 6 — "No enemy or friend can doubt that America has
the resources and the will to see this war through to victory,” said President
Bush before signing the $87.5 billion supplemental appropriations bill for
military operations in Irag and Afghanistan. He called America’s investment
in Iraq and Afghanistan the *greatest commitment® since the Marshad Plan.
"By this action we show the generous spirit of cur country, and we serve the
Interest of aur country, because our security is as stake,” he said. "The
Middie East region will either become a place of progress and peace, or it
will remain a source of violence and terror.” (story} {President's remarks)

-,

Iragis Shouldering More of Security Mission
WASHINGTON, Nov. 6 — While the number of U.S. forces in Irag wilt drop

Staff Sgt. Camn Cook, with the 2nd Brigade Combat

Team, and a translator seek information Nov. 1 from local
fraqis about a rocket launcher discovered in a Baghdad
neighborhood. (U.S. Amy photo by Sgt. Vernon Freeman)
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by May 2004, the security capability in the country will increase, DoD
officials said today, in part because the U.S. is placing different capabilities
in the country. The main reason is because the Iragis aré shouldering an
increasing portion of the security burden, Secretary Rumsfeld said, adding
118,000 Iragis are serving in their country’s security forces. (siory)

Chu Qutlines Challenges in Management of Reserve Forces

. *—!-"PF *ﬁé‘d* Fﬁv -

(Power Paint Slides on Progress in Iraq)

WASHINGTON, Nov. § ~ Recruiting and retention has "held up nicely
despite stress on the force as a whole," Undersecretary of Defense for
Personnel and Readiness Dayid Chu told the House Armed Services
Committee. He said a survey of mifitary acfive and reserve personnel taken
every four months shows a higher level of safisfaction with military life than
three to four years ago. "Their intentions to-stay {in the military) remain
strong,” he said. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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A Week.'y Update frnm the Department of ﬂefense

From the Podium

Brig. Gen. Dempsey Briefs Press on Operation Iron Hammer, Says Attacks Down Seventy Percent

‘Here In Baghdad we do two things. We're either fighting for intelligence or we're fighting based on that intelfigence. This particular operation
Is the result of several weeks of intelligence galns, largely human intelligence, and largely provided by the citizens of Baghdad, as well as
extensive pattern analysis by our intelligence experts fo determine who, where and how the enemy is attacking us... The operation was
planned and is being conducted in three phases. We aftack based on intelligence, and then we fight for additional intelligence... We're looking
for those individuals who are fighting us. And then we will attack, again, based on that intelligence, as well as exploiting the intelligence that
we've gained in the earlier phases. Each phase is event-driven, not time-driven."({ranscript) {story)

Under Secretary for Policy Douglas Feith Speaks to Council on Foreign Relations

Brig. Gen. Martin Dempsey
Nov. 20, Baghdad

“Our strategic goal in iraq is to give fraq back to the Iragi people well launched, on the road to freedom, security and prosperity. We can't build
the new Iraq for them, but we can make sure that when we leave they are in 2 position to build it themselves. Our foremost objective now is to
improve the security situation to make political and economic development possible, We recognize that security, freedom and prosperity are
tightly interrelated. There's no solution to the security problem without progress on the economic and political fronts.” {transcript)

Under Secretary Douglas Feith
Nov. 13, Washington

Operation Iron Hammer

Enldlers Esmgned to Smut F'latnun Headquanars am:l
Headquaners Company, 1st Eattalmn 36th Infantry Regiment, 1st
Armmored Division, wait to begin a corden and search of a Baghdad
area hostile to Coalition forces on Nov. 16. {Sgt. Mark Bell / 372nd
Mobile Public Affairs Detachment)

In the News

Leaders Pledge Sclidarity in Wake of Terror Bombings in Turkey

Veterans History Project

WASHINGTON, Nov. 19 --The letters, memoirs, audio
interviews and photographs are "everything that you could
imagine,” said Efen McCulloch- Lovell, director of the
Veterans History Project, an effort begun by Cungress two
years ago to preserve the stories and memories of

- America's war veterans. She said the project will help
people look bar:k and understand ‘why veterans served.
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WASHINGTON, Nov. 20 - President George Bush and Prime Minister Tony
Blair today pledged to stand fastin Iraq and continue their unified fight against
world terrorism as yst another apparent terrorist bombing rocked Istanbul,
Turkey. Meeting with reporiers in London, they offered condolences to the
estimated 25 killed and near-400 injured in separate Istanbul bombings that
targeted a London-based bank and the British consuiate. The bombings
llustrated the terrorists’ "ambitions of murder," Bush said. Terrorists "want fo
Intimidate and demoralize free nations. They're not going to succeed.” {story)

Rumsfeld Reassures South Koreans on Reorganization Efforts
SEQUL, South Korea, Nov. 18 — Defense Secretary Donald Rumsteld

reassured South Korean leaders that any changes in the U.S. posture in the
country will do nothing to detract from the United States' commitment to defend
Korea. "Nothing we do will diminish our commitment to Korea's security or our
ability to fulfill our obligations under the mutual defanse treaty," Rumsfeld said
during a jeint press conference here with Korean Minister of National Defense

Cho Yung Kil on Nov, 17. (story)

President Grants Extra Time Off for War on Terror Returnees
WASHINGTON, Nov. 20 -- Federal employees returning from Guard and
Reserve auty in the terror war are receiving an extra five days' "uncharged”
civilian leave. President Bush directed the move in a Nov. 14 memorandum
issued to the heads of all executive departments and agencies. According to the
Cffice of Personnel Management, the president's request covers all employees
who were activated for military service in connection with Operations Nable
Eagle, Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom. (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld and Chairman Mvers: Irag Update from the Pentagon

"This Thanksgiving we have a great deal to be thankful for; thankful for the brave Ametricans who serve our country in the
global war on ferror -- and we pray especially for the families of those who have given their lives; those families can know
that millions of Americans will have them in their thoughts and prayers; and thankfui for the forces from all of our Coalition
partners, many of whom have been injured or killed, including the brave Iraqis who have died in the service of their country's
security forces." {Transcript) -

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Nov. 25, 2003

On Patrol In Baghdad In the News

Gen. Abizaid Calls Attacks in Irag 'Despicable’
WASHINGTON, Nov. 25, 2003 — The Coalition's intensified offensive
operations in lrag have reduced attacks on American forces by about
50 percent during the past two weeks, but as a result, desperate
Saddam Hussein loyalists have turned their aggression foward
innocent lraqis, officials told reporters in Baghdad. U.S. Army Gen.
John Abizaid, head of Li.S. Central Command , said these *despicable
terrorist attacks,” many against women and children, "are designed

o T ~ only to terrorize people and intimidate them in a way that absolutely

LT cannot be excused.” More

Soldiers from A Company, Task Force 1st Battalion, 35th . :

Armor Regiment, 2,“? B,--,Eade Combat Team, 1st Amored Defense Bill Transforms DoD Personnel System
Division, on patrol under the "Arches of Victory" at Zawra Park [ | WASHINGTON, Nov. 25, 2003 — The Defense Department's top
in central Baghdad Nov. 14. (U.S. Army photo by Spe. Chad personnel and readiness official called the fiscal 2004 National

D. Wilkerson, 372nd Mobile Public Affairs Detachment) Defense Authorization Act "transformational® for its support of the

department's aim to confront the threats of the future. President Bush

signed the act into law during a Pentagon ceremony Nov. 24, The
$401.3 billion budget funds the department through Sept. 30, 2004.
Dr. David Chu, Undersecretary of Defense for Personnel and

VERNANGE g -'*i.: . readiness, spoke about the personnel provisions of the legislation.
m.m'mméw . Wore

U.S. Consuits Allies on Global Defense Posture
WASHINGTON, Nov. 25, 2003 — The Defense Department is ready to

start consulting with allies on what the woridwide American military
posture should be, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said at a

ﬁ” s Dﬂfﬂﬁﬁmﬂf slides Wﬁ"”fﬂm E. Pentagon press conference Tuesday. Rumsfeld said the decision
ures on reconstruction aﬂurts inirag. . ﬁ_:,; . o T

follows years of inferagency work on America's military posture and
Click above for the latest facts and figures on what it should look like to confront the threats of the 21st century.
reconstruction and security progress in Irag. More

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs ~ 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E800 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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A Weekfy Update frum the Department of Defense

‘From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Praises NATO Transformation

*The more the United States has locked at our circumstance and the more NATC has looked at NATO's circumstance, we have tended fo
move towards a capabilities-based approach...capabilities are different than numbers of things. {In the past) we looked at numbers of troops
or numbers of tanks or numbers of aircraft or numbers of ships and began to make judgments about capabilities based on numbers. Of course
the real world today is a single precision bomb can do whaf six, eight or ten dumb bombs can do.”

{transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Dec. 1, 2003
NATO Conference, Brussels
Undersecretary of Defense for Policy Douglas J. Feith Discusses Transformation
‘Let’s be clear about what we are and what we're not aiming o achieve through transforming our global defense posiure. We are not aiming at
retrenching it, curtailing U.S. commitments, isclationism or unilateralism. On the contrary, our realignment plans are motivated by appreciation
of the sirategic vaiue of defense alliances and partnerships with other states. We are aiming to increase our ability to fulfill cur intemationa

commitments more effectively. We're aiming to ensure that our alliances are capable, affordable, sustainable and relevant in the future.”
(transcript) {story)

Undersecretary of Defense Dougias J. Feith, Dec. 3
Address to the Center for Strategic international Studies

In the News

Rumsfeld, Karzai Note Progress in Afghanistan
KABUL, Afghanistan, Dec. 4 - U.S. Defense Secrefary Donald H. Rumsfeld today praised

the “truly remarkable" progress Afghanistan's government has made in the two years
since the country's liberation, and Afghan President Hamid Karzai said he expects his
country's condition to continue improving in the months and years o come. The pair met
here today to discuss Afghanistan's progress and future, and they spoke to reporters at a
joint press conference afterward. Karzai pledged his government would continue to
empower the Afghan people on their path to freedom. He and Rumsfeld both expressed
the view that any remaining Taliban fighters wotiid not be able to stop the continued
conduct of free elections. (story)

A paratrooper uses a metal detector to search for | | Transformation Part of War on Terror, Myers says |
hidden rmunitions and ams in Pir Ahmad, Iraq, on WASHINGTON, Dec. 3 - Transforming the U.S. armed forces while still fighting a globa
Dec. 4 as members of Iragi law enforcement war on terrorism is the biggest challenge facing military leaders today, Air Force Gen.

agencies look on. The soldier is assigned to the Richard B. Myers said today. "We have to focus on the near-, the mid- and the long-term

173rd Airborne Brigade. fs”‘_:' Clinton Tarzia) capabilities ali at the same time. That task is every bit as difficult as it sounds.” Ensuring

transformation takes place is more than just buying new equipment or upgrading
technology in older equipment, Myers said. It requires a change in culture in the military.
sto

New NATO Chem/Bio Battalion Starts QOperations

BRUSSELS, Belgium, Dec. 1 — A new mullinational baitalion designed te defend against
and respond to atiacks by weapons of mass destruction is now gperational, NATO officials
announced here today. Various NATO countries will supply specific capabilities to the
battalion, which will operate in six-month rotations. The Czech Repubiic will lead the unit's
first six-month rotation, with Gemmany scheduted to tiead the second. The United States is

supporting the battalion's deployable nuclear, biclogical and chemical analytical laboratory

Dec. 6 is the 104t Army-Navy game A;my In the first rotation; NATO officials said. For the second rotation, the United States will
Ieads the nua[r:.’f 49_47 7 fstmﬂ support-the biological laboratory and sampllng team. (story}

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Pe nta on Briefing

_ A Weekfy Update frum the Depan‘ment of Defense |

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps

“Iraq! security forces now number close te 160,000, are assuming more responsibility for the security of their country, In Kirkuk, General
Odierno reports that today nearly all crime is dealt with by the 2,200 Coalition-trained Iraqi security police. Joint patrols have largely ended,
and [ragis have stepped forward in that particular area to patrol on their own. | should underline that each portion of the country is different,
and that's not the pattern everywhere, 1o be sure. But itis the pattern there. There's a city jall, a functioning Iragi court system. So Iragis now
c¢an begin to handle crime, from arrest to trial 1o sentencing.” {transcript) (story) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumstfeld, Dec. 9, 2003

Secretary Rumsfeld’s Television Address to the Iragi People

“Today, in Kirkuk and Baghdad, | had & chance to meet with some of the courageous iraqi fighters who have volunteered to serve in the Iragl
Civil Defense Corps. They are impressive. They are serving alongside many other brave Iragis, who have joined the new Iraqi Army, as well
as the border guard, police and facilities protection service - and the equally courageous civilians, who are serving in local and national

governing institutions, paving the way for the establishment of a transitional government next year, a new Iraqi constitution and free elections.”
(transctipt) [stnrv‘l

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Dec. 5, 2003

Successful Test In the News

Defense Auditors Investigate Potential KBR Overcharges

WASHINGTON, Cec. 11 — Halliburton's Kellogg, Brown and Root, a iong-time supplier of
logistical support for the mifitary, may have overpriced fuel provided to the [raqi people by
as much as $61 million, according to defense contract auditors. Defense auditors have
also discovered a §67 miliion billing dispute for dining facility services. Officials are making
sure aggressive action is taken to resolve these issues. (story) (transcript)

Oniy Coalition Countries Allowed to Bid on Iraqi Contracts
WASHINGTON, Dec. 10 - Only nations committed {0 Operation lraqi Freedom may bid on

contracts to rebuild Iraq, Pentagon officials said today. Nations that are not part of the
Coalition cannot serve as prime contractors for any of the $18.6 billion in reconstruction
funds provided by Congress as part of the fiscal 2004 defense supplemental spendlng bill.

(story)

Military Pay Increases, Concurrent Receipt Changes Highlights of 2004 Act
WASHINGTON, Dec. 8 - Military personnel will see their basic pay more in line with that of
civilian counterparts in the private sector in 2004 thanks o an increased pay and benefits
compensation package inciuded in the 2004 Defense Authorization Act approved by

— Congress this year, The act also includes changes 1o the confroversial "concurrent
An SM-3 is launched from the Aegis cruiser USS receipt” issue. (story)

Lake Erie as part of the Missile Defense Agency's -
latest Ballistic Missile Defense System test o

defeat a medium_mngﬂ hallistic: missile threat. US"Cﬂﬂ“tlﬂn DﬁEHSWE Effﬂl'ts |n II'EIEI BEEI’II‘IQ FrUit, San{:hez 5&‘1\"3

The missile, part of the Aegis Weapon System, WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 - Recent U.S.-coalition operations against insurgents in lraq are
intercepted a target launched from the Pacific succeeding, a senior U.S. military commander said today during a bnefing from Baghdad.
Missile Range Facility on the Hawaiian island of "The only way you win in combat is {o stay on the offensive,” Anmy Lt. Gen. Ricardo S.
Kauai on Dec. 11. This was the fourth successful Sanchez, commander of Combined Joint Task Force 7, told reporiers, noting that

intercept for Aegis BMD and SM 3 Navy photo. insurgent actions against American and Coalition forces have dropped off in recent weeks.

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Reom 2ZESS6 - Washington, DC 20304-1400
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Pentagon Briefin

A Special Edition from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

President Bush Addresses the Nation on the Capture of Saddam Hussein

‘| have a message for the Iraqi people: You wilt not have to fear the rule of Saddam Hussein ever again. All Iragis who take the side of

freedom have taken the winning side. The goals of our Coalition are the same as your goals - sovereignty for your country, dignity for your

great cuiture, and for every Iraqi citizen, the opportunity for a befter life... | also have a message for ali Americans: The capture of Saddam

Hussein does not mean the end of violence in Irag. We still face terrorists who would rather go on killing the innocent than accept the rise of
liberty in the heart of the Middie East. Such men are a direct threat to the American people, and they will be defeated.” {transcript) {story)

President George W. Bush, Dec. 14, 2003

Statement by Secretary Rumsfeld on Saddam’s Capture

“Yesterday's successful capture was the result of close coordination of intelligence and a rapid, skillfulty-executed military action by U.5.
forces. It reflects hard work, the courage and the determination of U.S. and Coalition forces serving in lrag. Americans can be enormously
proud of them. It is important io remember that each is a volunteer. Each stepped forward to serve and to help fight the global war on terror.
Challenges remain, to be sure. But, as President Bush said today, the United States will see this mission through.” {transcript) {story}

Sacretary Rumsfeld, Dec. 14, 2003

Ambassador Bremer and Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez Briefing from Baghdad

“Ladies and gentlemen. We got him! Saddam Hussein was capiured Saturday, December 13th, at about 8:30 p.m. local in a cellar in the town
of Abduar which is about 15 kilometers south of Tikrit...1 want to say a few words fo the people of Iraq. This is a great day in lrag's histary. For
decades hundreds of thousands of you suffered at the hands of this cruel man. For decades Saddam Hussein divided you citizens against
each other. For decades he threatened and attacked your neighbors. Those days are over forever. Now it is time to look to the future - to your

future of hope, 1o a future of recongiiiation."(iranscript} {story)

Ambassadur Bremer, Dec. 14, 2003

Statement by Prime Minister Blair |

“To the Sunnis whose allegiance Saddam falsely claimed | say there is a place for you playing a full part in a new and a democratic traq. To
those formally in Saddam's Party, there by force and not by conviction, | say we can put the past behind us. Where his rule meant terror and
division and brutality let his capture bring abuut unity, reconciiation and peace between all the people in traq.” {transcript)

Prime Minister Biair, Dec 14, 2003

‘Before and After In the News

Saddam Hussein ‘Caught Like a Rat,’ 4th ID Commander Says

WASHINGTON, Dec. 14 - Saddam Hussein was “caught like a rat” and offered no
resistance when U.S. soldiers captured him near Tikiit on Dec. 13, Maj. Gen Raymond T.
Odierno said today. Saddam was found hiding at the bottom of a hele hidden on a farm near
his hometown. Roughty 600 U.S. soldiers were involved in the operation, but no shots were

fired. (story)

Sanchez Says Saddam Receiving Geneva Conventions Protections

_ — WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 - Coalition forces are ensuring that former iraqi dictator Saddam
Photos of Saddam Hussein shown duringa |- | Hussein's Geneva Conventions fights are protected while he is in custody and that he
HI‘ESE ’D"ﬁﬁﬂg ﬂt the Iraq1 Forum in Baghdad-- | receivesall of the priviieges of a-prisener-of war;" Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez said today. -

Department of Defense - Office of Pubtic Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E356 - Washington. DC 20301- 1400
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Pentagon Briefing

Jan. 2, 2004

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps

“The global war on terror is not something that is going to end precipitously, and if's not going to end with a surrender on the USS
Missouri; it is a war where we have no choice but to go after the terrorists where they are. Terrorism is not something that you can
defend against in your homeland and think that they're not going to bother you. They did bother us; they killed 3,000 people. They ate
bothering us now with threats that suggest that we needed to elevate the threat levels. Our choice is the only choice, and that is if we
want fa live as free people, we simply have to find the terrorists where they are and capture or kill them and break up the terorist
networks and dry up their funding. And we have moved through the past 12 months and made nolable, specific progress in a variety of
ways. And (that's} not to suggest that it's over: itisn't.” (franscript) {story)

Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, Dec. 23, 2003
Washington, DC

Brig. Gen. Martin Dempsey Gives Operational Update on Irag
“The question is, what have we seen in the aftermath of the capture of Saddam Hussein; have attacks gone up or gone down?

Absolutely gone down. I'm reluctant to put a percentage on it because | just haven't done that kind of analysis. We tend to do analysis
on a monthly -- we do analysis every day, but we tend to decide whether things are going up or down not on a daily or weekly basis, but
on a monthly basis. It just provides us a larger sample from which to draw. But clearly, the attacks on us have gone down. The

intelligence being provided for us by local Iragis has gone up.” {transcript) {story)

Brig. Gen. Martin Dempsey, Dec. 31, 2003
Baghdad, Iraq

The American Soldier

The American Soldiet, representing 2ll men
and women who wear the uniform, has been
named Time magazine's Person of the Year.
Three 1st Armored Division soidiers — Sgt.
Ronald Buxton, Spe. Billie Grimes and Sgt.
Marquette Whiteside - are featured on the
magazing's Dec. 29 - Jan. 5 cover, (Photo by
James Nachtwey for TIITlE used hy

'pennlssmn j {_Lqm

]5‘1 RSON OF THEYEAR

In the News

Small Business Loans Bring Temporary Relief to Reservists
WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 - For the past two years, the U.S. Small Business Administration's Military

Reservist Economic Injury Disaster Loan program has provided loans fo gligible small businesses to

| cover operating costs that can't be met after a key employee is called to active duty in the reserves

or National Guard. "This loan program has helped many businesses survive, and the SBA will
continue to support these dedicated men and women who have made such a great sacrifice in the
course of serving their country,” said SBA Administrator Hector V. Barreto." (story)

Transforming the Military
WASHINGTON, Dec. 31 - "Keep in mind that at the heart of transformation is behavioral change -

that is, the forces are able to behave in a different way,” said Retired Navy Vice Admirat Arthur
Cebrowski, chief of the Defense Department's transformation office. "Frequently, new equipment
can catalyze new behavior and make new tactics possible, and that's iaudabie. But it's the bshavior
that counts ~ new tactics, new processes, new doctrine, new organizational structures, new
information flows. That's where the transformation is, and i all involves peopie advancing new

ideas.” {story} (story)

DoD Announces Military Commission Review Panel

WASHINGTON, Dec. 30 -Trials of detainees accused of terrorist acts came a step closer today,
following three moves announced by senior Pentagon officiais. The Defense Depariment
announced the selection of key personnel associated with military commissions and the issuance of
a new instruction that creates a Military Commission Review Panel. The miiitary commissions were
set up to establish a process that allows full and fair frials for those accused of terrorism, while
protecting national security. On July 3, President Bush determined that six enemy combatants are
subject to the military commissions. Two of those detainees have received defense counsels. No

frials have been scheduled: {story) {transcript) {release)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2ESS6 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Update from the Department of Defense

www.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses DoD Priorities for 2004

"Our agenda is ¢lear. The global war on terror is continuing, and it will for the foreseeable future. As we prosecute the war, we'll need
to continue to strengthen, improve and transform our forces; modemize and restructure programs and commands, which we're working
on; streamline DOD processes and procedures. Already what | would characterize as remarkabie progress has been made in these

areas." {Transcript: News Briefing with Sec. Rumsfeld & Gen. Myers)

Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld (January 6, 2004)

Brig. Gen. Kimmitt Briefs on Progress In frag

“Ba'ath Party weapons tumn-ins continue. A Shua'bah-level Ba'ath Party member from Tali Afar tumed in a total of 76 AK-47s and 108
AK magazines. A Shuabah-level Ba'ath party member from Zumar turned in 98 82mm mortar rounds and one complete 82mm mortar
system and a sandbag full of mortar fuses. The weapons turn-ins afe continuing in the north, and [are] evidence of the former Ba'ath

party members' willingness to support coalition activities and assist in the reconstruction of a new Iraq.” (Transcript; Coalition
Provisional Authority Briefing from Baghdad)

Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, Deputy Director of Operations, Coalition Joint Task Force 7 (January 8, 2004)

In the News

Hundreds of Iragi Detainees Eligible for Release
Administraters in fraq Thursday announced the release of
hundreds of Iraqis detained by the Coalition as part of a
reconciliation effort. The first 100 nonviolent detainees were

"~ eligible o be released Jan. 8. "More than ever, it's clear that the
old ways of coups and corruption and divide-and-rule are over in
Irag,” he added. "The tyrant, Saddam Hussein, is a prisoner (and}
most of his henchmen are dead or captured, * said Coalition
Provisional Authority chief L. Paul Bremer. {Link to story: Iraqis
Released)

Blair Visits lrag, Praises Work of Coalitien's British Troops
British Prime Minister Tony Blair praised the work of British armed

forces in Irag during a Jan. 4 visit to the region. He thanked them

for their role in "a noble and a good cause.” Blair flew into lraq by .
A U‘.S. Sﬂldit%r _gives gits to _IDGEII children dyring a medicsl military aircraft from the Egyptian Red Sea resort of Sharm al-
T e ;’;"?Q;‘ﬁiﬁ;“:‘f,}ﬁﬁf‘ﬁ’“* raq, Jan. ©, 2004 Sheik, where he was vacationing with his family, according to
— _ British embassy officials in Washlngton {Link to story: Blair
lRAQ WHEHLY > |raq UDd ate Praises Troops)
Pl{(}bﬁhhs Ul’UAI l‘ Click here for Powell Defends February U.N. Presentation on Irag's WMD
g _ . updates on the Secretary of State Colin Powell today defended his Feb. 5
Coalition's progress  assertions before the United Nations Security Council that
toward a safe, stable  Saddam Hussein's fraq possessed and was hiding weapons of
and secure Iraq. mass destruction in defiance of numerous council resolutions.
Information updated ~ "The fact of the matter is Irag did have weapons of mass
.. weekiy at destruction and programs of weapons of mass destruction, and
. www.DefendAmerica - used weapons of mass destruction against lran and against their
g omil. | own penple he said 1 ink tn stn[g WMD Rggorti

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 I}elense Pultlgnn Room 2E800 - W .-lshmgtun, DC 20301-14H)
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Pace Hold Press Briefing on End Strength, Irag Operations

"The (Defense} department has several dozen initiatives under way to relieve stress on the force and to increase its capability. We're
investing in new information-age technologies, precision weapons, unmanned air and sea vehicles, and other less manpower-intensive
platforms and technologies. We're working to increase the jointness of our forces, creating power that exceeds the sum of the individual
services. We're in the process of rebalancing the active force with the Guard and Reserve, to reduce our refiance on involuntary
mobilization of quard and reserve forces for a number of frequently-needed skills. And we're working to take jobs currently performed by
uniformed personnel and convert them to civilian jobs, freeing military personnel for military tasks.” (transcript} (story}

Brig. Gen. David Blackledge Briefs From Baghdad on Post-Saddam Iraq

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Jan. 13, 2004
Washington, DC

‘For the first time in 30 years, an independent judiciary is functioning, and nearly all of irag's 400 courts are open...Baghdad now has 88
neighborhood advisory councils. The citizens of Iraq stay informed about developments in the country through more than 200
independent newspapers...The Iraqi people see the improvements and are optimistic. Seven out of 10 lraqis expect their country and
their personal lives 1o be better five years from now.” {transcript) (story)

Brig. Gen. David N. Blackledge, Jan. 14, 2004
Baghdad, Iraq

A Mongolian honor guard salutes during weicoming
ceremonies for Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of
the Jaint Chiefs of Staff, on Jan. 13, 2004. Myers
became the first chairman to visit Mongotia. He
thanked the Mongolian leaders for their support in
Operation Iraqi Freedom. (American Forces Press

Service photo by Jim Garamone) {story)

In the News
Saddam Is a POW, But Status Could Change
WASHINGTON, Jan. 10 -- The United States now considers former Iraql dictator
Saddam Hussein to be a prisoner of war under the Geneva Conventions, a senior
U.S. official said today in Baghdad. Hussein has been accused of being
responsible for the deaths of up to 300,000 fragis during his 24-year rule, including
using chernical weapons against those who opposed him. {story)

Iraqgis Coming Forward With Information Since Saddam's Capture
WASHINGTON, Jan, 14 - Despiie attacks against U.5. and Coalition froops and

innogent fraqis, an encouraging trend since Saddam Hussein's capture has been
the increasing number of Iraqis who are coming forward with information, Marine
Corps General Peter Pace told reporters Jan, 13 during a Pentagon briefing with
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld. Pace said both those who had no apparent previous
affiliation with the Ba'ath Party and now some previous Ba'ath Party officials are
"coming forward and leading us to caches, giving us information about individuals
who we're looking for." {story)
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Jan. 23, 2004

Pentagon Briefin

- A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Maj. Gen. Odierno, Commanding General of the 4th Infantry Division, Gives Update on Progress in Irag

“The former regime elements we have been combating have been brought to their knees. Capturing Saddam was a major operational
and psychological defeat for the enemy. But a mare important result of his capture is the increase in accurate information brought
forward by Iraqis allowing us to conduct numerous precise raids to kill or capture financiers, |ED (improvised explosive device)} makers,
and mid-ievel leaders of the former regime. These groups are stilt a threat, but a fractured, sporadic threat with the leadership
destabilized, finances interdicted and no hope of the Ba'athists' return to power.

‘It is so clear here on a day-to-day basis the difference from 30 days ago, the difference from two weeks ago. You see the construction
going on, the roads being paved in the center of Kirkuk. You see the amount of people now working. You see the amount of people
volunteering to be policemen, voluntsering to be in the Iragi Civil Defense Corps. You see improvements — the gas lines have now gone
away again. So...we see constant improverment. And so it is getting better. The type of attacks are really much less violent, much less

coordinated, but they still do have effects sometimes. That's why | try to make sure | paint the picture that it is improving, that we are
making significant progress. That's nof to say that there are stilt not pecple shooting at us here, there are still not people trying to work

our will. But the progress really is very, very good.” (transcript) (story)

Maj. Gen. Raymond T. Odierno
Tiknt, Irag (Jan. 22, 2004)

Tranéferring Authority

Col. Ben Hodges, commander, 1st
Brigade, 327th Infantry Regiment, 101st
Airpome Division [Air Assault), and
Command Sgt. Maj. Bart Womack,
brigade command sergeant major, wrap
the brigade fiag up to symbelize that they
are transferring authority in the Tigris
River Vdley to the Sth Battalion, 20th
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade {Stryker)
2nd Infantry Division, during a ceremony
Jan. 22. (Phato by Spc. Joshua
Hutcheson, USA) (stary)

In the News

CPA Requests U.N. Team to See If Elections Can Move Forward

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22 -- The Coalition Provisional Authority {CPA) has asked the United Nations to
send a team of advisors fo {ake a look at the viability of direct elections in Iraq. The request comes just
months before the June 30 handover of sovereigniy in the country, a timetable sef by a Nov. 15
agreement and strongiy supported by President Bush. (sfory}

Jointness, Transformation Benefit From Lessons Learned in Battle '
WASHINGTON, Jan. 21 — Lessons leamed from U.S. military operations in Afghanistan and Iraq are
greatly asststing Defense Department transformation efforts, the chief of U.S. Joint Forces Command
said here today. "The fact that we are conducting {those) operations with the breadth and depth that we
are allows our services and allows our joint forces to experiment in a way that you can't replicate running
any type of concept development and experimentation program - war games or the fike," said Navy
Adm. Edmund P, Giambastiani Jr. (story)

New tragi Army First Brigade Naarly Complete
WASHINGTON, Jan. 21 ~ The first of nine brigades planned for the new Iragi army nearly is complete,

the officer responsible for helping to rebuild the country's military reported in a Baghdad briefing today.
Addressing progress in the rebuilding effort, Maj. Gen. Paul Eaton, commander of the Coalition's military
assistance and training team in Iraq, said three battalions of iragi soldiers have graduated from military
training academies since October. The desired "end state” is fo eventually have "iraqi officers and
soldiers take over the training of their own soldiers,” Eaton said. "I would like to emphasize that this will
be an Iraqi Army, trained by Iraqis,” he said. {story}

U.S. Committed to Asian-Pacific Region, Chairman of Joint Chiefs of Staff Says

WASHINGTON, Jan. 19 - Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers' trip fo Japan, Mongolia, China and Austratia
reemphasized to leaders in the region that the United States is interested and committed to progress in
the region, senior defense officials said. (story) e .

Department of Defensc - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2ES56 - Washington, PYC 20301-1400

All informoation derived ftom open sowrces, Wo endarsenent nmplued




- Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Lt. Gen. Sanchez Gives Operational Update on frag

“Our aggressive efforts to kill or capture former regime elements and other noncompliant forces, foreign fighters and other threats that are out
there that are continuing 1o attack the Iraqi people have been particularly successful this past week. Among the captured was Hassan Ghul,
who reported directly to Khalid Sheik Mohammed, the mastermind of the September 11th, 2001 attacks in the United States. For months |'ve
been saying that al Qaeda's fingerprints have been here in Iraq. Those are showing themselves in the fechniques that were being employed
by foreign fighters, and this included the tactics being employed by suicide bombers against innocent Iragis and against Coalition forces. Of
course, the capiure of Ghul is pretty strang proof that al Qaeda is trying to gain a foothold here to continue their murderous campaigns. Ghul's
capture is great news for both the Iragis, for the Coalition and for the international community's war against terror.” (transcript) (story)

Lt. Gen. Ricardo S. Sanchez
Baghdad, Irag (Jan. 29, 2004)

Gen. Richard B. Myers Calls Reservists ‘America’s Treasure’

"Four centuries ago, our militias took up their muskets {o defend their families, their friends, and to fight for their liberty. Today our all-volunteer
force fulfills that solemn contract spelled out in the first lines of the Constitution 1o provide for the common defense’... These men and women
bring a great enthusiasm (to the military). They bring experience — not just from their miiitary jobs. And they bring a tremendous strength of
character. And it may be that last part that {is) the most important thing that reservists bring to the fight." (story)

| Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Richard B, Myers
Address to Reserve Officers Association
Jan. 28, 2004, Washington, D.C.

Spirit of America In the News

e

Army to Restructure, Will Grow by 30,000
WASHINGTON, Jan. 29 — The Army will grow to 510,000 soldiers over the next

four years as a temporary measure, a senior Army official said today. The
official briefed the press on background after Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter
Schoomaker told Congress Jan. 28 that Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
has authorized the Army to exceed end strength limits by 30,000. The increase
is allowed under emergency authorities Congress granted the Defense
Department. {story)
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Iraq May Have Been "Far More Dangerous' Than Believed, Kay Says
WASHINGTON, Jan. 28 — The man who spent eighf months leading the hunt for
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq tolg senators here Jan. 28 that although no

Marines and volunteers at Camp Pendieton, Ca such weapons have been found, he believes iraq may have been "even more

supply kils funded through donations to Spirit of America. The | | dangerous than we thought' before Saddam Hussein was removed from power.

Marines will distribute the supplies to local children when they deploy David Kay, who stepped down last week as head of the traq Survey Group,

to Irag. {Photo courtesy of Spirit of America) (story) appeared before the Senate Armed Services Committee. (story)
OPERATION Bo Knows How to Party, Will Host Super Bowl Bash for Troops

- | WASHINGTON, Jan. 28 - With 200,000 pounds of chicken wings, meatballs and his sighature "Bo
TR' B UTE Burgers" on the menu, and the biggest game in sporis on the tube, it's safe to say that former two-sport star
I O Bo Jackson knows more than foatball and baseball. Bo knows how to throw a Super Bowl party as well,

F F‘:'-_DOM Jackson, who starred with the NFL's Raiders and with the Royals, White Sox and Angels in major league
W - baseball, ieft for Kuwait today to host what is believed to be the iargest Super Bowl party ever to fake place

m;dafeﬂdmﬁga_ggy in the Middle East. "To be honesi, | couldn't think of a better way to spend my Super Bowl weekend,” he
T said. {story) (story} {Show Your Support for the Troops - Visit Operation Tribute to Freedom}

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E356 - Washington, DC 20303-§400
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Pentagon Briefin

Feb. 5, 2004

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

“We know Saddam Hussein had the capability to produce weapons of mass
destruction. He had the scientists and technology in place to make those
waapons. We know he had the necessary infrastructure to produce weapons
of mass destruction because we found the labs and dual use facilities that
could be used to produce chemical and biological weapons. We know he was
developing the delivery systems, ballistic missiles that the United Nations had
prohibited. We know Saddam Hussein had the intent to arm his regime with
weapons of mass destruction, because he hid all those activities from the
world untif the last day of his regime. And Saddam Hussein had something
else -- he had a record of using weapons of mass destruction against his
enemtes and against innocent Iragi citizens. Knowing what | knew then, and
knowing what | know today, America did the right thing in Iraq.” {transcript)

(story}

President George W, Bush
{Charleston, S.C., Feb. 5, 2004

“It's the job of Dr. Kay's successor... and the Iraq Survey Group (ISG) is to
pursue these issues wherever the facts may take them. It's a difficult task.
Think -- it took us 10 months to find Saddam Hussein. The reality is that the
hole he was found hiding in was large enough to hold enough biclogical
weapons to kill thousands of human beings. Our peopie had gone past that
farm several times, had no idea he was there. And uniike Saddam Hussein,
such objects, once buried, can stay buried. In a country the size of Califomia,
the chances of inspectors finding something buried in the ground without their
being led to it by people knowledgeable about where it was are minimal. As
Dr. Kay has testified, what we have learned thus far has not proven Saddam
Hussein had what intelligence indicated and what we believed he had, but it
also has not proven the opposite. The I15G's work is some distance from
complation. There are some 1,300 peopile in the I1SG in Iraq, working hard to
find ground truth. When that work is complete, we will know more.”
{transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsteld
Senate Armed Services Committee, Feb. 4, 2004

‘| came here today to discuss our prewar estimate on Iraq and how we have
followed Iraq's development of weapons of mass destruction programs for
well over 10 years. It is absolutely essential o do so openly and honastly. |
have argued for patience as we continue to ieam the truth. We are nowhere
near the end of our work in [rag, we need more time. | have foid you where
we are and where our performance can be improved. Our analysts at the end
of the day have a duty to inform and warn. They did so honestly and with
integrity when making judgments about the dangers posed by Saddam
Hussein.,.We cannot afford an environmeni to develop where analysis are
afraid to make a call. Where judgments are held back because analysts fear
they will be wrong. Their work and these iudgments make vital contributions
to our nation's securify.” {franscripl) (story)

CIA Director George Tenet

3 . A e Ry
fragi Civil Defense Corps members during the opening
ceremony of the Joint Operations Center in Tuz, Irag, Jan. 31.
(LS. Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jeffrey A. Wolfe) (story)

-
L]

In the News

Rumsfeld Says Better Management Needed for Force
WASHINGTON, Feb. 4 -- Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld highlighted efforts being made to transform the military
aven as the war on terrof continues. Rumsfeld testified before
the Senate Armed Senvices Committee today. He toid the
senators that the military force is stressed now, but that it is more
a management problem than a force size problem. The secretary
said one effect of the war on terror is a significant increase in
operational tempe and an increased demand on the force. "To
manage the demand on the force, we first must be clear about
what the problem really is, o we can work together to fashion
appropriate solutions," he said. (story)

Fiscal Year 2005 Department of Defense Budget Release
WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 -- President Bush's fiscal year 2005
budget requests $401.7 billion in discretionary budget authority
for the Department of Defense {DoD). The budget maintains
implementation of the Bush Administration’s defense strategy
and continues the transformation of the U.S. military to ensure
that it has the capabilities needed to counter 21st century
security threats most effectively and efficiently. (DoD release)

Services, Joint Commands Revamping Cperational Tactics

Terrar War Needs Funded in Proposed 2005 Defense Budget

Budget Request Funds Current Readihess, Transformation

Proposed 2005 Budget Contains Money For Troop Pay Raise

FY 05 Military Construction, Family Housing Budget Announced

Georgetown University, Feb. 5, 2004

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2ES56 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps
“There are also lessons being learned by the world's terrorist regimes. The last 12 months have provided themn with two different models of
behavior: the path of cooperation and the path of deffance. Libya chose the path of cooperation when it announced its decision to disclose
and eliminate its chemical, biological and nuclear weapons programs, as well as its ballistic missiles. Iraq, by contrast, chose the path of
defiance when Saddam Hussein passed up his final opportunity that was given fo him in U.N. Resolution 1441...We may never know why
Saddam Hussein made the choices he made, but we do know this. He chose war. If he had chosen differently, if the Iraqi regime had taken
the steps Libya is now taking, there wouid have been no war. And the lessons are clear. Choices camy costs. Leaders who abandon the
pursuit of those weapons wilf find an open path to better refations with the free nations of the world.” {transcript) (story)

Secretary Rumsfeld, Feb. 10, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses Munich Conference on European Security Policy
‘In one year, NATO has undergone probably more positive change than in most 10-year periods in its history. We've streamlined the NATO
Command Structure; stood up & new NATO Response Force; stood up a new chemical, biological, radiological and nuclear battalion;
worked with Poland and Spain fo stand up @ multinational division in south central Irag; siood up a transformation command that's working
with Allies (from all over the world) to improve interoperability and our ability to work together. (We've) deployed NATO forces to iead the
International Security Assistance Force in Afghanistan — the Alliance’s first mission outside of Europe and the North Atlantic area; and we
are preparing to welcome seven important new members to the Alliance at the istanbul Summit later this year.” {remarks}

Secretary Rumsfeld, Feb. 7, 2004

~ Munich, Germany

Weapons Detonation In the News

Bush Asks for Tougher Focus on Weapons of Mass Destruction
WASHINGTON, Feb. 11 - The United States and its allies “will act on
every lead to find the middlemen, the suppliers and the buyers” to stop
the spread of deadly weapons President Bush said today. During a
speech at the National Defense University at Fort McNair, the president
proposed ways to strengthen the world's efforts to stop weapons |
proliferation, including expanding the work of the Proliferation Security
Initiative to address more than shipments and fransfers. {story)

Feb. 5 - Engineers detonate a large weapons cache uncovered by

the Coalition in Iraq. (Air Force photo by Staff Sgt. Jeffrey A. Walfe.) DoD Supplemental Request Won't Go to Hill Until January
WASHINGTORN, Feb. 11 — The Defense Department has a number of
Army Chief Focuses on Force Stabilization | good reasons to delay asking for 2 warime suppiemental funding
WASHINGTON, Feb. 9 {Following is the fifth in a series of articles requ_est for fiscal 2005, said Dol Comp@mller Dov Zakheim._Defense
on 16 focus areas Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker officiais cannct guess how much operations in fiscat 2005 will cost now.

He said there wiil be changes in Irag and Afghanistan before the start of

identified last fall.) While the primary goal of stabilizing soldiers is to
) primary g 3 SOETS | the next fiscal year. He said the Coalition turnover of sovereignty to the

increase the readiness of their units for national security

requirements, that stabilization aiso supports weli-being for soldiers iraqi people will mean changes that no one can anticipate now. (story)
and their family members, according to offiials. "We think by . ' N

stabilizing the Army, where we don't move the Army every two to Coalition Nabs Another 'Most Wanted' Fugitive

three years on an individual basis, but we keep peopie in place, WﬁﬁHiNGTDﬂ, F:ei:{. 10 - P:nﬂther fuglti*.*"e featured in the deck of 58
develop cohesive, stable units, where spouses can work, where playing cards mgn_nfylng the _must wanted mambers of Saddam"

kids can go to school, where people can invest in homes ang Hussein's regime is in Coaliion custody. Muhsin Kradr al-Khafaji was
develop equity, stabifizes forces,” Schoomaker told members of the captured Feb. 7, Combined Joint Task Force 7 officials announced
House Armed Services Committee, Jan. 28. "Ii's better for the today. He was No. 48 on the "most wanted" list and served Saddam's
fighting forces. [t's better for the families. And, it will increase our Ba'ath Party as a regional commander and as party chairman for the

retention ™ { stg[ﬂ L _ Qﬂdiﬁi}‘ﬂh district. [Et_Q! E[

bepartment of Detense - Office of Public Affairs - 1480 Befensc Pentagon - Room 2E356 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Feb. 20, 2004

. A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Enemy Combatants

“America is a nafion at war. It is a war we did not ask for, but it's a war that we must fight. If's a2 war that we must win, and we will.
Detaining enemy combatants is a part of that war. They are being treated in a manner that is consistent with the Geneva Convention,
and... they are being treated in a manner that is in accordance with the principles upon which our nation was founded and has
flourished.” (transcript) (background briefing transcript) {story) (Joint Task Force Guantanamo Bay web site) {transcript from Tampa

media interview)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Feb. 13, 2004
Greater Miami Chamber of Commerce, Miami, Fla.

Ambassador Bremer Says Timeline for Iragi Sovereignty is Firm

“There are 133 days before sovereignty retums to an lragi government on June 30th. Changes in the mechanism for forming an
interim government are possible, but the date holds. And hold it should. In the November 15th agreement, the Govemning Council and
the Coalition promised the lraqi people sovereignty on a date certain, and we will give it to them. The Coalition's goal has always
been an lraq which is free and democratic, peaceful and prosperous, sovereign and united. The plan...{o achieve that goal is divided
_ into three interdependent parts: security, governance and the economy. We've made great progress in all three." {transcript} (story)

Ambassador L. Paul Bremer |l!, Feh.19, 2004
Baghdad, Iraq

__Airlift Support

Strategi-: airlift dlre-:turate -:rfrc:ala at Robins A|r Furce Ease Ga are at 1:he
center of an cngeing effort to step up aircraft and parts production to support
Air Mobility Command dunng the largest rotation of U.S. forces since World
War Il. The affort is scheduled to last several manths. {U.S. Air Force photo
by Sue Sapp)

Al-Zargawi Letter
The CPA and Iragi Governing Council officials released the text
of an intercepted letter written by Abu Mus'ab al-Zargawi, a
Jordanian terrorist with al Qaeda affiliations, to al Quaeda
officials. In the document, Zargawi acknowledges that "{ime is
running ouf” for the insurgents and terrorists as the transition
to Iragi sovereignty draws near, and writes the only sclution is to
force a ¢ivil war between Sunni and Shi'a,

In the News

Officials Report on Troop Rotation

WASHINGTON, Feb. 19 -The rotation of troops into and out of Iraq is in full
swing, DoD officials said today. More than 40,000 troops scheduled to
deploy to Iraq have moved into theater, and 35,000 of those set 10 come
home already have departed, said Amy Brig. Gen. David Rodriguez, a
Joint Staff spokesman. Pentagon cofficials said the rotation is the largest
troop rovement since World War |1, A logistics official in Kuwait said it was
like the Normandy invasion "in both directions.” {transcript) (story)

Tactics Changing for Coalition Forces, Terrorists

WASHINGTON, Feb. 17 - U.S. and Coalition actions in Afghanistan have
forced terrorist groups operating there to change their strategies. So
Coalition forces continue to adapt their tactical approach in response,
Army Lt. Gen, David Bamo, commander of Combined Forces Command,
said today. He said Taliban forces used to attack Coalition elements in
large numbers, unti they realized that wouid get them killed in large
numbers. Today terrorists go after soft targets in smaller numbers.

{transcript) {story)

Termrorists Know Time Is Running Qut

WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 - As the June 30 turnover of sovereignty in Iraq
to the Iragi people approaches, terrorists trying to start a civil warin the
country know their window of apportunity is closing, the Coalition
Pravisional Authority administrator said today. Ambassador L. Paul Bremer
il told "ABC News This Week” the 17-page ietter written by fugitive
Jordanian terrorist Abu Mussab al-Zargawi seeking help from top al Qaeda
leaders shows Zargawi knows the terrorists are failing and that their time is

running out. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Reom 2E53306 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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A Wee&fy Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Progress in Irag

“(What is notable) is the fact that we have security forces that have gone from zero up to something in the range of 200,000 and they
are being attacked by the terrorists and the forces opposing the Coalition. They're killing fragis. And interestingly, the Iragi people
don't like it. Instead of respending by acquiescing...volunteers are siill in line 1o join the police; they're still in jine to join the army.
Instead of retreating they are leaning forward and taking losses and God bless them for it. When the story is written on Iraq, finally, it
will be a story that will include Iragis fighting for their own freedom and putting their own lives at risk, and that's impressive.”
{transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Feb. 22, 2004
En raute to Kuwait

Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt Explains Transition to lraqgi Sovereignty
"(It is} also important to keep in mind that June 30th is not this magical date {on) which the Coalition...on the civilian side, just
disappears. That's not the case at all. June 30th is the date at which we hand over sovereignty, we hand over political authority to the
Iraqis to run their own country, to govem their own country, While Ambassador Bremer will leave on June 30th, much of the operation
that we've built up here will be in place as part of a U.S. mission. Il be the largest U.S. embassy in the world." {transcript)
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, Feb.24, 2004
Baghdad, Iraq

In the News

Karzai Says Taliban Movement Dead

KABUL., Afghanistan, Feb. 27 - The Taliban is dead as a movement or a
military factor in Afghanistan, the country's president said here Feb. 26,
and former Taliban leaders seeking fo return home will be allowed back if
they dor't have criminal records. President Hamid Karzai held a joint news
conference with Secretary Rumsfeld after they met in Afghanistan’s
presidential palace. He challenged the implications of a question posed by
a correspondent from the Arab sateflite television network al Jazeera that
implied a! Qaeda and the Taliban were becoming increasingly active in the
country. (story] {Story: Rumsfeld-Karzai meebng) -

Myers Updates Baltimore Audience on Terror War

WASHINGTON, Feb. 24 — It wasn't a choice between combating Saddam
Hussein's regime in Iraq or going after al Qaeda, the nation's top military
officer told members of the Council of Foreign Affairs in Baltimore on Feb.
23. The United States had to do both. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Air Force Gen. Richard 8. Myers assured the audience that "nobedy has
taken their eyes off the al Qaeda ball’ as qperations in Irag continue,

ﬁ‘iﬁ"'ﬂ ‘rapled front theﬁrﬂﬁﬁﬁegbaﬁ‘he Uited Siaiés. The ba =
o , nkand'swords along wlth me mﬂpﬁ@.w

Sexual Assault Allegations Iragis Want £nd to Occupation, But Don't Want Coalition fo Leavs
WASHINGTON, Feb. 25 - The Defense Department's senior BAGHDAD, Irag, Feb. 23 - Polls indicate Iragis want the nn:cupati_un uf
personnel official today assured Senate Armed Services | their country to end, but don't want the Coaiition to leave, the senior
Commitiee members that the military would examine allegations | | Spokesman for the Coalition Provisional Authority said here today. Dan
that scores of female service members were sexually assaulted Senor said the overwhelming majority of iraqis are gratefut for their
during overseas depioyments. A task force is investigating media | liberation and are giad _that Saddam Hussein's rulg 18 over. Th_ay want to
reports of alleged sexual assaults on service members serving rule themselves, he said, but they know the security situation in Iraq
‘overseas. (story) {survey story){ transeript) requires a continued Coalition presence. (story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Penlagnn - Room 2E336 - Washington, 1DC 20301- 1400
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- A Weekly R_epqrf from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Press Corps on Situation in Haitt
“At the request of Haiti's new president, President Bush has ordered the deployment of a contingent of U.S. Marines to the island as the
leading element of a multinational interim force. U.S. forces are being deployed to secure key sites in the Haitian capital. Their migsion
is to contribute to a more secure and stable environment during this initial phase, in order to help support the constitutional political
process, to protect U.S. citizens, fo facilitate the repatriation of any Haitians interdicted at sea, to help stand up the interim force and
create conditions for the arrival of a U.N. multinational force.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Washington (March 1, 2004}

Ambassador Bremer, Gen. Sanchez Discuss rag’s Interim Constitution, Attacks in Baghdad and Karbaia

“| want to take note of the contrast in the events on Monday and Tuesday. The Monday pre-dawn agreement on the transitional
administrative law demonstrated what can happen when a broad range of Iragis work and talk and reason together with the goal of
achieving justice, harmony and progress. This is the path to a democratic Iraq. Tuesday showed us the dark vision of the evildoers.
They fight to ward off harmony and are happy to pave the road to power with the corpses of their innocent victims. The terronists are

dead set against the vision of a democratic Irag, a vision shared by an overwhelming majority of the Iraqi people.” {transcript) {story)
Ambassador L. Paul Bremer
Baghdad, Irag {(March 3, 2004)

]
-

In the News

Middle East Engaged in War Between Extremists, Moderates
WASHINGTON, March 3 — The Coalition against terrorists is engaged in a war
ta ensure the will of the many prevaiis against the wishes of a few, said
Defense Department [eaders before the House Armed Services Commitiee
today. Army Gen. John Abizaid, commander of U.8. Central Command, and
Peter Rodman, assistant defense secretary for intemational security affairs,
told the representatives that the recent attacks in Baghdad and Karbala
3= | | underscore the danger still facing the Coalition in the region. Abizaic stressed

E-— ;| the warin not just for stabilization, but a fight "about extremism vs.

P |  moderation. It's a fight about the ideas of free men vs. those who would
ensiave people.” {story)

DoD Announces Draft Detainee Review Policy

e - -
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| Hattal & Rigirnent anive at PoRA(: - WASHINGTON, March 3 —The Department of Defense today released a draft
EFE:,;’*”?{;?M Eahgffgﬂmﬂig ﬂgﬂgﬂﬁh‘ﬂfmﬂ .| | administrative review process memorandum. This draft memorandum would
Eunﬁay}j&i et 'm‘“’ ”E‘:Sgt A"d”‘ | | establish an administrative review process to reassess at least annuaily the

need to continue to detain each enemy combatant in the controi of the

Defense Department at Guantanamo Bay Naval Base in Cuba. (release]
More Guard Forces Available to Governors

WASHINGTON (March 1) -- Govemors will be abie fo cali BRAC Criteria Focus on 'Military Value'

on at least S0 percent of their Nafional Guard forces for WASHINGTON, Feb. 28 -- Military valug will be the focus for the finat selection
homeland defense missions and other state emergencies criteria to be used in the 2005 round of Base Realignment and Closures
because of a plan to realign Army and Air Guard units (BRAC). That value represents the ability of the installation to conlribute to
during the next few years. “We will balance our forces, future mission capabilities and operationat readiness, said Philip Grone,

focusing on the right force mix and the right kinds of units
with the right capabilities in every state and terrtory,” said
Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum at the National Governors
Associalion's winter meeting in Washington. (story)

principal assistant deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and
environment, in an interview on Feb. 26. In fact, four of the eight guiding
principles are centered on mifitary value. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Rooni 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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March 11. 2004

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Pace Brief Pentagon Press Corps

"As the Governing Council debated this weekend, the world had an opportunity t0 see Iraqgis from a full range of ethnic and political and
religious traditions settle their differences peacefully, debate, discuss and engage in a free exchange of views that are, as we all know, the
hallmarks of democratic societies. .. Just as important as the (Transitionat Administrative) law itself it the process by which it was estabiished, a
pracess that required debate but also compromise. The leaders of Irag's Goveming Council have not only enacted a landmark iaw, they have
shown the world that Iraqis are on the path and have a willingness to do the difficult work of democracies.” {transcript) (story}

Secretary Donald K. Rumsfeld
Washington, March 9

Army Gen. James T. Hill, Commander of U.S. Southern Command, Gives Haiti Update

“.S. and infernational forces are in Hait at the request of the new president of Haiti and in support of U.N. Resclution 1529 authorizing the
deployment of a multinational interim force {MIF). We {appreciate) the great support of cur partner nations -- from Canada, Chile and France --
and are working very closely with them to expedite the security and stability of the country. As of today, we've flown over 75 flights into Hai;,
delivering approximately 1,600 U.S. troops, mere than 1,900 tons of equipment and supplies. More than 2,400 forces are on the grﬂund as
part of the MIF Haiti: 1,600 U.S., about 516 French, 328 Chileans, 52 Canadians, with 400 more arrlwng within the week." {transcript) (story}

Gen. James T. Hill
Washington, March 10

(Baghdad, Marnh E} The Ira-::|| Gﬂvernlng Council signs the
Transitiocnal Administrative Law. {(CPA link)

Transitional Administfative Law |

WASHINGTON, March 8 -- The Iragi Governing Council
celebraled today what council president Mohammed
Bahr al-Ullowsn called “a historic moment, decisive in the
history of Irag” by sigring an interim constitution in
Baghdad. The new "Transitional Administrative Law"
(TAL) will serve as raq's constitution between June 30,
when the Coalition Provisional Authority retums
sovereignty 1o the Iraqi people, and completion of a
permanent constitution by a directly elected parliament.
The document includes a 13-article bill of rights that
guarantees basic rights to all lraqis. (sfory)

TAL-Full Text
TAL-Executive Summary

Individual Rights Guaranteed in the TAL

In the News

EUCOM Deputy: Al Qaeda 'Has An interest In Morth Africa’
WASHINGTON, March 9 — Al Qaeda operatives flushed out of Afghanistan and

other locales have likely cast their eyes on the continent of Africa as a source for
new recruits and funding, a senior U.S. military officer said March 8. "There has,
without a doubt, been some al Qaeda presence in porfions of North Alrica,” Air
Force (en. Charles F. Wald fold reporters during a roundtabie discussion at the
State Department's Foreign Press Center here. For example, he related that an
Algerian terrorist group had announced about four months ago that it was
associated with al Qaeda. "Now, whether al Qaeda has agreed to that or not, we
don't know," Wald remarked. But, he pointed ouf, the Algerian group "made the
staiement they want to be associated with al Qaeda.” (story)

First Baghdad Women’s Center Opens

BAGHDAD, March 8 - Ambassador L. Paul Bremer celebrated International
Women’s Day with 2 group of Iragi women at the new Mansour Women's Center
in Baghdad, the first of nine scheduled to open in the Baghdad area. The centers
are funded by a $1.4 million grant from the Coalition Provisional Authority and the
U.S. Agency for international Development (USAID}, and implemented by Women
for Women International. Some of the services offered include educational and
medical referral services and leadership training. {CPA release)

Of Note

One year later: a rebound in Iraq_- Column by David Francis
Rocket attacks. Political and sectarian strife. Given all the turmoil in Iraq, it's easy

to miss what's going right there one year after the war: economic recovery.
Despite high unemplcyment ang power blackouts, iraqis are seeing a big rebound
in business. That tumaround is one key to improving the nation's politicai stability.
{Read the entire cojumn in the Christian Science Monitor)

Department of Defense - Office of Pubtic Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, 12C 20301-1400
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Pentaaon Briefin

A we._e'gry Report from the Department of Defense

Defense Leaders’ Views on One-Year Anniversary of Operation Iragi Freedom

“They (al Qaeda) are operating differentty than they did...When you think of 90 nations in the Global War on Temor, trading intelligence,
trying to freeze bank accounts, putting pressure, law enforcement pressure, making it more difficult for al Qaeda and other terrorist
networks to move across borders to recruit - to retain their people and killing and capturing a reasonabie number. It has to be harder
for them. So what they've done is they've altered their approaches. They're doing things differently than they were three years ago, and
that's not surprising. Just as we go to school on them, they go to school on us.” {transcript)

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
March 16, 2004

*...the most important thing in the intelligence world is to keep our focus on an enemy that is stifl out there. Madrid is a clear
demonstration that despite a lot of success, even though they don't have a secure sanctuary in Afghanistan any more, they don't have a
secure sanctuary in Irag any more, many hundreds of them have been caught or killed, they're still out there, they're still dangerous, and
| think that's where our intelligence effort needs to focus.” (transcript] {storv)

Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
March 16, 2004

“The region is now more secure due to the elimination of a dangerous regime with a history of aggression and links with terrorist
organizations. The achievement of this historic effort is thanks to the brave and selfless sacrifice of our Coalition forces.” (story)

Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
March 17, 2004

o .RE_'.‘_._"__Q?ing_ Saddam Progress In Iraq

On March 19, 2003, the United States and its Coalition
partners launched the first air strikes of Operation Iraqi
Freedom. A year later, Hussein's decades-old regime

has been removed and 25 million iraqis have been

iberated from one of the world's most brutal tyrannies. IRAQ WELKLY

A broad Coalition of nations is providing support for _ ““-H*"" Ul] {] -

efforts to stabilize and rebuild Iraq: 34 countries,
including 11 of the 19 NATC countries, have provided
more than 25,000 troops.

The iragi Governing Council has passed an interim
constitution.

More than 200,000 Iragis now provide security for their

feliow citizens. Iraqi security forces now account for
the majority of ail forces in Irag.

 The head of Saddam Husseinis | | 22 universities and 43 technical institutes are open e
; "E:l;;:ifg}ang‘;g:dﬁr:saﬁwﬁ ; c_?."_':; as are nearly all primary and secondary schools, Al % We Wil Nor Fater, We W"* N i
CUSAE phum w Tach Smm Sy 240 hospitals and more than 1,200 ciinics are open. Cnmbmed Jmnt Task an:e-?
- FHotahtonY: i
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‘Pentagon Briefin

March 25, 2004

- A Weekly Report frdm the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps

"I raised some questions for the (September 11ty Commission to consider. For example...Can we sirengthen intelligence by considering
expanding access to compartmentalized information and taking on some added risk, admittedly, that some information might be compromised,
in exchange for reducing the risk that people who urgently need to know that information, t¢ use it, and to integrate it with other facts, wilf be
kept in the dark?...How can we better wage the battle of ideas to stop the next generation of terrorists from being recruited, trained, financed
and deployed? Next, should we ask the various departments and agencies of the U.S, government to do what the military services did some
years ago with the Goldwater-Nichels faw, and agjust existing authorities to achieve a stronger, more agite, more efficient, indeed, a more

government-wide joint effort?” (transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, March 25

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies Before September 11% Commission

“In the aftermath of 9/11, the Department of Defense has pursued two tracks simultaneously; We have prosecuted the global war on terror in
concert with other departments and agencies of the U.S. Government; and we have continued and, where possible, accelerated, the effort to
transform the Department to be able to meet and defeat the threats of the 21st century. We are having success on both fronts. Whai the

courageous men and women in uniform have accomplished since our country was attacked 30 months ago Is impressive.

in the 2% years

since 9111, with our Coalition partners, they have overthrown two terrorist regimes, and liberated some 50 million people; hunted down
thousands of terrorists and regime remnants in Irag, Afghanistan and other countries; captured or killed 46 of the 5§56 most wanted in Irag -
including Saddam Hussein, disrupted terrorist financing; interdicted shipments of chemical and nuclear weapons components bound for
terrorist states; disrupted terrorist cells on several continents; and undoubtedly prevented a number of planned terrorist attacks.” (full franscript

of prepared remarks) {story) (story)

~ Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid, March 24

The 1% Marine Bivision uncases the “Blue diamond's” colors during a
relief ceremony in Baghdad on March 20. The Camp Pendleton,
Caiifornia-based unit relived the Army's 820 Airbome Division of its
duties iniraq. In all, neary 20,000 Marines will conduct security and
stabilization operations in the region fo tum over full power of Iraq to
its citizens. (Official USMC photo by Cpl. Paula M. Fitzgerald) {story)

.In the News

Defense Department Report Cites Need for More Base Cuts

WASHINGTON, March 24 — The U.S. military still has too many hases and
otherinfrasiructure, a senior Defense Department official said March 23. DoD'’s
2005 base realignment and closure report just submitted fo Congress estimates
the department doesn't need about a quarter of its current overall infrastructure,
Raymond F. DuBois, deputy undersecretary of defense for installations and
environment, told reporters at a Pentagon media roundtable. Congress
authorized DoD to perform ancther BRAC for 2005. (story)

New Provincial Reconstruction Team to Open in Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, March 24 - A new provincial recenstruction team in Khowst
opens March 25, bringing the total of PRTs in the country to 12. Officials said
four more teams are scheduled to open in the next several months. PRTs serve
as a catalyst for stabilization, building relationships and enabling Afghanistan's
reconstruction and development, officials said. They also help unify the country,
officials added, by expanding the influence of the country's central government
out into the provinces, well beyond the national capitai of Kabul. {story)

" Maiti Interim Force Rises to 3,300: Confiscates Arms

AFRTS_ ISjI‘IE Amencan anas Radm and Telews:nn Semue
'Pari of the Defense Department, its mission is to cnmmumﬂate
" DoD policies, prlnrittes programs, goals arid jnitiatives. The ™
. AFRTS News Center produces the Two-Minuts Report and .
: two News Mmutes eanh weekday for broadcast on AFRTS

_;;:_atatluns wurld%\!ide ILmk here

urhstinf_ reuant_W’Emadcasts_f__f“

WASHINGTON, March 23 — The troop level in Haiti has risen to 3,300, and
members of the Multinational Interim Force now are stabilizing parts of the
troubled country beyond the capital of Port-au-Prince, Defense Depariment
officials said. Haiti now has 1,800 U.S., 760 French, 330 Chilean and 340
Canadian military personnel assigned, U.S, Southem Command officials said.
The operation now has a name; Operation Secure Tomormrow. (stary)
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Pentagon Briefin

‘A Weekly Report from the Eepartmént of Defense

From the Podium
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt Calls Killing of American Contractors Act of Cowardice
“We have not seen significant number of new tactics. We haven't seen, quite frankly, any new bravery on the part of these cowards. They
continue to put bombs by the side of the road to kill women and children. They continue to shoot contractors whose only purpose is to come in
this town -- to come into a town to deliver food. They kill washwomen. These are despicable people. They're a small minority of the Iraqi
people. And | suspect that most Iragi people were as horrified with what they saw yesterday because they realized that (it) is painting the
entire country of irag with a very wide brush. But | think pecple here cerainly understand that that's a very, very small minority of the people in
this country, and we have 200,000 members of the Iraqi pelice, ICDC, the overall Iraqi security forces and the Coalition forces that are resolute
in their determination to hunt them down and kilt them.” (transcript) {story)

Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, Apri 1
Baghdad, traq

Secretary Rumsfeid Speaks at NATO Enlargement Ceremony
“Let me first offer & very warm welcome to the prime ministers of Bulgaria and Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, and
also to Albania, Croatia and Macedonia... (1)t should come as no surprise to any of us that nations that so recently recovered their own
freedom are at the forefront of the effor to help the Afghan and the Iragi people to recover their own freedom. it shows that NATO trulyis a
community of free nations -- nations that share common values: democracy, human rights, freedom of speech, freedom of religion, free
market economies and, | would add, nations that are willing to help extend freedom to others. President Bush said it today, NATO needs your
leadership. It needs the leadership and the energy and the vitality and the perspective that each of your countries bring. We recognize the
aspirations of other nations that have expressed a desire to join NATQ, including Albania and Croatia and Macedonia.” (transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, March 29
| Washington, D.C.

In the News

iraqi School Opening

Navy May Play Lead Transformation Role, DoD Official Says

ANNAPOLIS, Md., April 1~ Naval sefvices have the opportunity to play leading roles in the
transformation of the U.S. military, the Defense Department's director of force transformation
said here March 31. Transformation, retired Vice Adm. Arthur K. Cebrowski said at the
Annapoiis Naval History Symposium, is "new values, new attitudes and new beliefs" and
how those are expressed in human behavior and institutional behavior. The war in fraq, the
war on terrorism and globalization are compelling not only the pace and the intensity of
fransformation, but also its character, Cebrowski said. (story)

Official Urges More Balanced Treatment for Reserve Components

WASHINGTON, March 31 -- With Reserve and National Guard forces now critical elements
in the Global War on Temorism, the Defense Depariment's senior reserve affairs adviser told
a Senate subcommittee here today that the country must do more to care for Reserve and
Guard members and their families. Thomas F. Hali, assistant secretary of defense for
reserve affairs, went to Capitol Hill to provide the reserve affairs fiscal 2005 posture
statement and to detail the department’s budget request. (story)
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SOUTHCOM Faces Threats to Peace in Latin America, Caribbean Sehoolchidren raise thé”l::ﬂ' ﬂag | whll o fheir

WASHINGTON, March 31 —- Despite the many pressing demands on the nation and its
resources, the United States must pay more attention to traditional and emerging threats in
Latin America and theCaribbean region, Army Gen. James T. Hill said in March 24
testimony before the House Armad Services Committee. Hill said the U.S. faces two primary
-{ypes of threats in the region: iraditionai and emerging threats. On the traditional front are
threats from narcoterronsts and their ilk, a growing threat to law and order in partner nations
from urban gangs and other legal armed groups, Hili said. islamic radical groups pose a
lesser, but sophisticated tnhreat. (story)

classmates sing the new lraqi national anthem during
an opening celebration at the Al Anef Primary School in -

Abu Ghrab.{Ll.5. Army Spe. Andy Miiler) (story)
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps

“The vast majority of the 25 miltion Iraqi people want freedom for their country. Nonetheless, as we have said for some time, as the
date for Iraq's transition to self-governance approaches, those opposed to a free Iraq will grow increasingly desperate; and indeed, they
are. What we're witnessing today in Iraq is a power-play between those who favor terrorism and a return to oppression, and those
determined to have freedom and self-government.” {transcrpt) {story)

'Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
April 7, 2004

Coailtion Provisional Authority Briefing From Baghdad

“(18} really comes down to the message of extremism versus moderation. The exiremists want to split the population from their
govemment, from their security forces and from the Coalition, so that they can take this country back to an authoritarian regime, as they
had for so many years, or possibly, even worse, take it back to some sort of Talibanization of this country, where anarchy and chaos
rule. And it's important jor the people of this country to understand that the Coalition forces and the Iraqi security forces are here to
prevent that from happening. We wili conduct offensive operations, We will attack to destroy the Mahdi Amy. Those offensive

operations will be deliberate, they will be precise, and they will be pﬂwerful and they will succeed.” {transcript) (story)
Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt

April 7, 2004

In the News

Re enlrstment Ceremon -
Ambassador: Afghan Success Requires 'Sustained Commitment’
WASHINGTON, April 6 -- Life in Afghanistan, “the first theater in the
war against terror," is looking up, U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan
Zalmay Khalilzad noted here April 5. U.S., Coalition and Afghan
forces have marginalized Taliban and al Qaeda remnants since the
terrorists were driven from power, Khalilzad said at the Center for
Strategic and Intemnational Studies. However, the diplomat
emphasized, ultimate success in establishing a freestanding,
moderate and democratic government for all Afghans "wiil require a
sustained commitment” in both time — at least five years or more --
and resources. {story)

First Stryker Brigade Proving Its Worth in Irag
AR e . WASHINGTON, Army News Service - April 6 -- A year after
Master Sqt. Natalie Ehgham Wlth the 1D?th Expedmnnary FIthEI' conducting its Initial Operational Capabilities testing, the Army's first

Squadron, Selfridge Air National Guard Base, Mich., takes the Stryker Brigade Combat Team is faring well in Iraq, according fo

Soldier's Oath of Allegiance from Lt. Col. Glenn Schmidt during her senior Army procurement officials. The speed and quietness of the

reenlistment ceremony at Freedom Air Base Kirkuk, on March 23, :

2004. Holding the flag is Maj. William Hargrove and Senior Airman Wheefd f&twkem; d{:umpared to qrmnreq track vehicles, has ealme-fi

Mike Squier. All are members of the 107th Fighter Squadren out of the 3’ _E“Q&dﬂa 2" |nfantry Diviston a nlc:lfname amaong marny Iragts.

Selfridge Air National Guard Bureau, Mich., currently deployed Iraqi citizens around Samarra gave the brigade Scldiers the lmckname

supporting Operation Iraqi Freedom. (U.5. Air National Guard photo by “Ghost Riders” as the Stryker vehicies arrive and deploy their

Master Sgt. Glenn Wilkewitz) | | infantrymen with litlle noise cr warning. {storv}
e T e "] | DoD Assists Anti-Drug Efforts in Colombia, Afghanistan

WASHINGTON, April 6 — Mindful that terrorist groups use the drug
trade to fund operations, the Defense Department is helping local
governments fight narco-frafficking in Colombia and Afghanistan,
senior U.S. officiais noted on Capitol Hill. {story)
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- Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report frnm__r the Department of Defense

) From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Briefs Pentagon Press Corps on Troop Extensions in Iraq, Kuwait
“General Abizaid has requested additional combat capabifity for the period ahead above the current levei that has been the pattern, which has
been plus or minus 115,000 troops in Iraq. The current level, because of the deployment/redeployment transfers is about 137,000, {W)e've
approved the extension of roughty 20,000 forces, peaple who are currently in the theater, of which roughly a quarter, as | recall, are likely to be
Guard and Reserve personnel. The period will be for up to an additional 90 days in lraq and up to 120 days total deployment. Note that this
does not represent a freeze on all of the forces that were scheduled to rotate out of Iraq. Of the roughly 115,000 troops that had been
scheduled to rotate out, some 36,000 are still in the theater. And of that 36,000, a portion -- as | said, about 20,000 — will likely be retained for
a period, while the remainder will continue their rotations home. If additional capability is needed in Irag, longer than the up-t0-90 days that
‘General Abizaid anticipates, the current plan is to replace them by bringing in other forces; that is to say, replace those that would be extended
by bringing in other forces from other locations in the world.” (franscript) (story) (additional transcript. details of redeployment)

. Secretary Donald Rumsfeld

April 15, 2004

Gen. Myers, Lt. Gen. Sanchez Brief Press in Baghdad
“(P)art of the effort that we're taking here on the ground and in the country to communicate with the Iragi people that this is not about the
Coaiition forces against the Iraqi people...(There's a common thread between these two enemy forces that I'm encountering on the battlefietd.
These are forces that are attacking the democratic institutions of the country. They're attacking the religicus, the political and the secunily -
structures of this country in an effort o take it back towards an oppressive era. We're communicating that o the people. There is an element of
the former regime that is against us today, there is an element of foreign fighters that is out there striking at the Iragi people, and there's a
terrorist elernent that has claimed responsibility for attacking the Iragi people. That's what we're facing. And that's what we're working very
hard to communicate to the Iraqi people, to the international community and, clearly, to the American public.” {transcript) {story]

| - Lt. Gen. Ricardo Sanchez

April 15, 2004, Baghdad

In the News

Senior Leadership Approves New Civilian Personnel System Plan
WASHINGTON, April 15 -- Senior leadership in the Defense Department
approved plans for the new National Security Personnel System, Secretary of
the Navy Gardon R. Engiand, who is heading the project, announced April

14. The system, authorized by the fiscal 2004 National Defense Authonzation
Act, will introduce changes in the way the depariment hires, pays, promotes,
disciplines and fires its civilian employees. While NSPS is mission-first, it's
also employee-centric. Mechanisms such as Web pages and town meetings
will not only provide information to the work force, but also will allow for
feedback. The plan also calls for "aggressive, but event-driven scheduies,”
England said. The first milestone is to have a labor-relations draft reguiafion
to the Federal Register by November. {story)

Voter Education Key For Iraqi Elestions, U.N. Official Says
WASHINGTON, April 15 - Iraqi cifizens who will vote in January's elections
will need to be educated about the new system, a senior United Nations
official said in Baghdad today. The "most important thing in an election,”
observed U.N. election expert Carina Perelli, is "to make sure that the voters
and the citizens know exactly what ... they are voting for" and how the
electoral process works. Some other requirements for Iraqi elections, Perell

P filea B noted, involve establishing voter lists and training 70,000 to 130,000 poll
. rodites . . ..o -0 | * workers, Legislative changes necessary to hold Iraqgi elections in January,
Profiles of the men and women fighting the Global War on Terror she noted, need to be conciuded by the end of May. {sfory)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Reﬁm from the Department of Defense

- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld. Gen. Pace Brief Pentagon Press Corps on iraq

“This is a tough, difficult business to go from a vicious, repressive regime to something that's representative and protective of the rights of different
minorities, different religicus groups in the country, and that can give them reascnable confidence and conviction that they can live in that
circumstance safely and successfully. And everyone has to feel they have a stake in it. And | think the Shi'as tend to believe they do because they're
a majority. | think the Sunnis may feel that their dominant role wilt disappear because they're a minority, and certainty it will, the domination that they
hag under Saddam Hussein, and that's 2 good thing. But on the other hand, the Sunnis have to feel that they have a role in that country, a stake in
that country, that they'll be able to find jobs as teachers and government emplayees and in the military and in the secunty forces, or else that system's

not going to work.” { ranscrlpl 4| 15’{0511

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
April 20, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses American Society of Newspaper Editors

“To know the whole story about what's going on in Irag today, America and other nations need to hear not just the truth that there are aftacks and
sethacks, which there certainly are, but also why these attacks are happening and why the terrorists and the regime remnants are lashing out. And
this is where the print media can play a special roie. You have the space to give context; to inform the pubiic about things that don't make the sound

bite on evening news. Terorists and bomb-throwers get headlines, to be sure. The good people of Irag and Afghanistan do not.” (transcript) {story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumnsfeld

April 22. 2004

Co;don andSearch In the News

Leaders in Fallujah Have 'Days, Not Weeks' to Comply
WASHINGTCN, April 22 — It's a matter of "days not weeks” for Fallujans
to demonstrate they are serious about honoring the agreement they
made earlier this week, Coalition Provisional Authority spokesman in
Iraq said today. U.S. Marines stand ready to restart offensive operations
in Fallujah. The 1st Marine Expeditionary Force declared a uniiateral
cease-fire in the city Aprit 9. Members of the iragi Governing Council
have spoken with officials in Falujah in hopes of defusing the situation
and getting anti-Coalition forces there under control, {story)

Lawlessness Part of Life in Fallujah |
WASHINGTON, April 21 — A certain amount of lawlessness has always
been a part of kife in Fallujah, Defense Depariment officials said recently.
While U.S. Marines stand ready inside the city, anti-Coalition forces

ol e s R o 1 tinue to attack in defiance of a ceasefire agreement. The cityis a
- dunng acordon ana search in the village of Qarah Tappah, Iraq, on April 18, con : " .. .
‘The Dibbis Police Department is searching the village for illegal contraband hotbed of anti- Coalition activity, and has been since the U.S. troops

that could be used against Coalition fnmeﬁ (DoD photo by Sgt. Apﬂl Johnson, entered the area in April last year. But Fallujah’s reputation for violence
55t Signal Compm‘_f, U.S. Army.) - didn't start when the Coalition rofled into fown. It has always had the

" Members of the Dibbis Police eprtmént disa’ése an Irag wean’

taste of what Americans would call the Wild West. {story)
'1.-"'“:"; Th&_ sofékhﬁt x L et G H N;

-----

Terrorists Can't Compete With Provingial Reconstruction Teams
WASHINGTON, April 21 — The scope and scale of projects being
undertaken by provincial reconstruction teams throughout Afghanistan

s Sl ek ettt ‘accept defeat. | u,, *~ are among the best defenses against terrorism in the region, according
LWl never Jeave & fal -'*%@"“ “E*m"*d'mpf‘ﬁﬂ’ 13': sioally: 4 | to the commander of the 18th Airbome Corps. It's something the Taiiban

DC ey oUgh, A ﬁéﬂ,_mﬂ Pfﬂﬁaﬁfm my Wﬁfﬁﬁﬁaﬁ”‘ recognizes they can't compete with,” said Army Lt Gen. John R. Vines,
ahyays ﬂmz, quipTy whamatic = | who commanded Coalition forces in Afghanistan from September 2002

to October 2003. He told the American Forces Press Service last week
that these teams are increasing the central Aighan government's ability
to improve the lives of its pecple. (story)

Depariment of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 14D0 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washingten, DC 20301-1400
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Repﬁnt from the Department of Defense

- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Draft Not Under Consideration

“| know of nobody who is studying re-instituting the draft at the present time...We are perfectly capable...of attracting and retaining the
number of people we need without using compulsion. All we have todo is to increase the incentives. That's what anyone does in any
activity in the world, except for situations that use compulsion for their military. But in everything else — in business, in govemment - we
don’t use compulsion to get people to be firemen or poficemen or any number of other things. And as long as we're willing to compete
in the civilian manpower market...in fact, at the present time, our recruiting and retention’s quite good. So | don't know what's causing
this discussion. | personally don't favor re-insfituting the draft. | think we've got superb volunteers and...if we need a larger military, we
certainly are capable of paying for a larger military,” (transcript} -

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

interview on Laura ingraham Radio Show
Aprit 27, 2004

Maj. Gen. Sattler Briefs Press on Central Command Operations and Faliufah
“We are very comfortable that we have the combat support and the supporting amms that would be necessary fo, if it comes to it...take

Fallujah by force. But...the intent's not to take the town of Fallujah. The intent is to give the town of Fallujah back to the Fallujan people
and...if it does require violence, (it} is very precise, and that it is only used in the places where it has to be used, and that it's only used
against those forces that it needs to be used against. And those would be the individuals who have taken the town away from the
Faliujan people.” {transcript) (story)

Maj. Gen John Sattler, USMC Director of Central Command Operations
Qatar, April 28

In the News Recoverm ) Wea 9 Qnsg_}'::

Iraq Ambassador Nominee Meets Senate Committee . A IR U R RTUR I A0
WASHINGTON, April 27 — The nominee for U.S. ambassador to lraq today singled out the AR TR I I
chalienge facing the United States in Iraq: Establish the conditions by which the Iraqi people can AR AN L TSI . =
pursue their interests and celebrate their differences through iegitimate political channels, rather
than through viclence and retribution. John D. Negroponte, nominated by President Bush on Aprii
18, appeared before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee for his confirmation hearing. He has
been the U.S. representative to the United Nations since September 2001, {story)

Government Leaders Detail Biodefense Plan, Initiatives

WASHINGTON, April 29 ~ The govemment's new plan to counter a bioterrorism attack on the
United States was announced at an April 28 news conference here. The announcement came as
part of President Bush's directive to infegrate anti-bioterrosism efforts across all government
agencies. "We've done a good job so far, but you haven't seen anything yet,” said Health and
Human Services Secretary Tommy G. Thompson, after he gave reporters a four of the department's
new mobile command center. Thompson, who was joined by Homeland Security Secretary Tom
Ridge and Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz, told reporters the "highest priority” of the
government is to safeguard the American peopie. {story)

Coalition Condemns Prisoner Abuse | e s
WASHINGTON, April 28 — Six sofdiers to be tried for abusing detainees at a Baghdad prison fali |
far short of representing their mititary comrades who are serving honorabty at the facility, a Coalition
spokesman told reporters in Baghdad today. "This does not refiect the vast majority of Coalition
soldiers, the vast majority of American soldiers, who are cperating at Abu Ghuraib prison,” said
Army Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, deputy operations officer for Combined Joint Task Force 7.
"Understand that a very, very small number were invoived in this incident and of the hundreds and
hundreds of guards that they have out there, a small number were involved.” {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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Pentagon Briefin

A Weekly Report from the Department of Defense - www.defendamerica.mil

From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Pace Brief Pentagon Press Corps on Abu Ghraib

“The vast majority of the men and women I uniform serve our country with honer, and they
uphold the vafues of our country as they battle enemies that show little compassion or respect
for innocent human life, That's one of the many reasons why it's so troubling to find instances
n v{hich the trust we are establishing has been damaged. The images that we've seen that
include U.S. forces are deeply disturbing, both because of the fundamental unacceptability of
what they depicted and because the actions by U.S, military personnel in those photos do not
in any way represent the values of our country or the armed forces. As President Bush has
stated, their treatment does not reflect the nature of the American people. Have no doubt that
we wilf take these charges and allegations most seriously.” (franscript) {story)

PR

Secretary Donaid H. Rumsfeld
May 4, 2004

Gen. Pace Interview on CBS “Early Show"
"These incidents are not acceptable. They are being thoroughly investigated. They were

reported from within the chain of command. And there are five or six separate investigations
ongoing as | speak that are, in fact, looking into every detail of every facet of this that we can
find...We are going to go about finding out how this happened, why it happened, take action
against those who are responsible, and correct our training systems and aur procedures as
best we can to prevent this in the future.” {transeript) {stony} -

Gen. Peter Pace Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and Gen. Peter
Vice Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff Pace brief press comespondents at the Pentagon

May 5, 2004 on May 4, 2004. {Photo by Tech. Sgt. Jery
Morrison, U.S. Air Force.)

In the News

Prison Abuse 'Unacceptable, Un-American', Rumsfeld Says
WASHINGTON, May 5 - "Any American who sees the photographs that we've seen has to feel apologetic to the Iragi people who were abused and

recognize that that is something that is unacceptable and certainly un-American,* Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said today on ABC TV's
"Good Moming America." Rumsield said that as soon as the command heard about the allegations of abuse at the prison, leaders took actions. The
criminal investigation began the day after a young soldier presented photos to Army Criminat Investigation Command special agents in Baghdad. On -
Jan. 14, 2004, leaders immediately hafted any alleged abusive actions in the prison and announced via a Jan. 16 press release and a prass
conference that problems existed. (story) | |

Detainees Getting Proper Care, Assures Coalition Military Official
WASHINGTON, May 5 - Detainees at fraq's Abu Ghraib prison are being fed, have and wear clothes, ang do not sleep on the ground, asserted a
Coalition military spokesman at a Baghdad press briefing today. Army Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, deputy direcior for operations, Combined Joinl Task
‘Force 7, said a reporter had "obviously been misinformed” about an aflegation that Abu Ghraib prisoners are being held without clothes or food and
sleep on he ground in tents. Kimmitt assured that abuse had stopped at the prison. "We continue in the vast majority of cases to be in absolute
adherence to the Geneva Conventions on the freatment of security detainess," he said. {story)

MP Training Stresses Ethics, Values, Officials

WASHINGTON, May 4 — All American mifitary police receive training in the athical treatment of prisoners, detainees and refugees, officials here and
at the Military Police School at Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., said today. While all service members receive training on the Geneva Conventions and the
rules qf war, these aspects are particularly stressed in training military police, officials said. {story)

Abizaid Asks to Maintain Higher Force Level in Irag
WASHINGTON, May 4 — An Army brigade and two Marine expeditionary units wili replace units of the 1st Armored Division and the 2nd Armored

Cavalry Regiment in Iraq, Defense, Joint Staff and Army officials said. Secretary Rumsfeld told reporters today at a DoD news briefing that he has

approved Army Gen. John Abizaid's request to keep the number of U.3. troops in Irag at between 135,000 and 138,000, {story) (Dol news releass)
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- DoD Launches the Pentagon Channel

- Pentagon

T CHANNEL

WASHINGTON - May 13 — The Pentagon Channel, the Defense Department's
news and information tetevision service, officially launches May 14 with a live

broadcast from the Armed Forces Day opening ceremony at Andrews Air Force

Base, Md. Watch the new

The Pentagon Channel, which previously existed as an information channel Pentagon Channel...
within the Pentagon, will be now be distributed 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, 10 afl military installations in the United States via domestic satellite, ang
overseas through the American Forces Radio and Television Service.

.. for miltary news and

Recent research showed that military members — both in the United States and information, 24/7, worldwide.
overseas — felf that they had adequate access to general news and information,
but not enough access to military news, said Allison Barber, Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Internat Communications. "The important thing about
the Pentagon Channel is it's information specifically geared to the military, and
that's what our audience is looking for, because it's relevant, it's credible and it's

Visit pentagenchannel.mil and find out how!

important to their success," she said. | R o pentaganchannel.mil

- | The Pﬁntagnn Channel broadcasts military news and” * -
She said the operational tempo across the services further demonstrated a need information for the 2.6 miflion members of the LS. Anned
for DoD leaders to be able to talk directly to the military audience, Guand and Forces through programming such as Department of -
Reserve members and their families, who are the most isolated from DoD news Defense news briefings, military news, interviews with top
and information. {story) ~ Defense officials and short stories about the work of the.U. S

military. The URL is www. nentaqunmmnel mil,

Electronic “Stars and Stripes” Available World-Wide

The Department of Defense has expanded its internal communications
efforts with a new initiative during National Military Appreciation Month in
May. An electronic version of the "Stars and Stripes” newspaper became
available for downloading at no cost on May 1.

Making the electronic “Stars and Siripes” avaiiable world-wide allows
service members to view exact reptica copies of the newspaper's European,
Pacific and Mideast editions, providing timely theater news and information
for and about deployed forces.

For the first time, service members in the United States have access to this
online newspaper, where the hardcopy newspaper is not printed.
The *Stars and Stripes” electronic files, used for satellite downlink to
R A overseas printing iocations, reguired only minor modifications to create the
ISBH& Meet.s A W i free electronic online newspaper.
New Standar d ﬂ v & The avaitability of both the electronic “Stars and Stripes” and the Pentagon
: ”“ ;em L % 3 ! Channel's daily programming strengthens DoD'’s commitment o keeping
‘. "’“m ﬂﬂm m ¥ i-si h - il America’s 2.6 mitlion active duty Armed Forces and National Guard and
ke gt S e, mmmmm:; ¥ Reserve members the best informed miiitary in the world. DoD is also
i I i b offering the Pentagon Channel o all cable and satellite providers.

The newspaper is available online at http:/festripes.osd.mil ,
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses The Heritage Foundation |

“Since September 11th, we have known that we have a mission to complete. The Global War on Terror, like the Cold War before it, will
be the work of a generation. Terronists will strike at will. To defeat them, we not only have to eliminate their leaders, but we also have to
wage a war of ideas to win the allegiance of a new generation that needs o see that freedom is a vastly better choice than terrorism
and hatred."(transcript) (story) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Washington, May 17

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Testifies Before Senate Foreign Relations Committee -
"We need to continue to move forward on all fronts impiementing the Coalition’s strategy to set conditions that will ensure a free Irag

that is stable and at peace with its neighbors. Our strategy involves three interdependent fines of operations to build indigenous Iragi
capacity and transition responsibilities from the Cealition to Iraq rapidly, but not hastily. While the lessons to be feamed from the violent
events of the past few weeks affect the way we pursue these three lines of operation, these are still the three key elements that will
bring success in Iraq. The first element involves building capable Iraqi security forces to achieve stability... The second element involves
nurturing Iraq's capacity for representative self-government, with the aim of creating a government that can assume sovereignty on
behalf of the Iraqi people... The third element of the strategy involves the reconstruction of traq's infrastructure and the restoration of
essental services that are providing better lives for Iragis and pumng people back to work.” {prepared statement) (story)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz

Prepared Statement, May 18

Activation ~ In the News
RO AT PR Soldier Sentenced to One-Year Confinement
WASHINGTON, May 20 - The first soldier to receive a court martial in connection
with the Abu Ghraib prison abuse was senfenced May 19 in Baghdad. A military
judge sentenced U.S. Army Spc. Jeremy Sivits to one year in confinement, a had
conduct discharge and a reduction in rank fo private. As part of a pre-trial agreement,
Sivits pleaded guilly to one count of conspiracy to maltreat detainees, two counts of
maltreatment of detainees and one count of dereliction of duty, according fo Central
Command officials. Sivits remains eligible in fufure trals to be calied as a witness by
either the prosecution or the defense, a command spokesman said in a May 19

press release. (story)

R - o e G o e, Officials Set Up Review Procedure for Guantanamo Detainees
AL Faw Palar:.e Garnp ‘u'sctr::ry, !raq piays. hc;st to the mactwatiﬂn WASHINGTON, May 19 — Nearty 600 enemy combatants being held at the U.5.

- of Combined Joint Task Force 7 and activation of Multi-National detention facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, will now have an annual opporunity to
Force-Iraq and Multi-National Corps-Irag on May 15, 2004, Al petition for their release. Defense officials have put into place an administrative
35 nations involved in the coalition where represented by their review pracess to determine whether detainees should continue to be held, a senior

nation fiag. (U.3. Marine Corps pheto by Sgt. Donaid Bohanner) defense official said at the Pentagon on May 18. The official explained the new

procedures apply enly to combatants detained in the Afghan theater and currently

May is National Military Appreciation Month. held at Guantanamo. {story)
L.S. Brigade in Korea to Deploy to irag

Tﬂ,fhﬂ"'-’ ‘J’U'-c;" support for ttg?hmf';” and women in WASHINGTON, May 17 — About 3,600 members of the 2nd Brigade of the 2nd
uniform send a message 1o the roops or sign an on- infantry Division will deploy to Iraq from the Republic of Korea, Defense Department
line thank you note. {story page) officials confirmed today. The troops will begin deploying to Iraq in mid-summer, a

senior official said speaking on background. {story) (background roundtable)

Maticrnal Miltary

Anpreciation Month Watch the new Pentagon Channel a‘tww.'enta onchannel.mil. -

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

All information derived from open sources. Mo endorsement implied,




Pentagon Briefin

May 25, 2004

A Special Report from the ﬂepartment of Defense - www.defendamerica.mil

- World War Il Memorial

More than 16 million Americans served in the U.S, Armed Forces during
World War If, and 400,000 died, making the ultimate sacrifice for their
country. The National World War il Memorial honors them and the millions

who supported the war effort from home. (WW |l fact sheef}

A design by architect Friedrich St. Florian of Providence, R.1., was selected
from more than 400 initial entries for the new memorial. (design competition

TheMemorlaI Plaza ]

R

link} The fund-raising campaign was led by National Chairman Senator Bob
Dole and National Co-Chairman Frederick W. Smith, president and chief
executive officer of FedEx Corporation. The memorial received more than
$195 miltion in cash and pledges. This total includes $16 million provided by
the federat government, (Memorial fact sheet) The History Channel and C-
SPAN have agreed to carry the two-hour dedication ceremony “live” starting

at 2 p.m. ET on Saturday, May 29.

| The Nannnal Warfd War it Memoriat 1ur.ull be fmmally dedfca{eﬂ
. on Sathday, May 29. The memorial was authorized by
Congress in 1893. Construction began in Septemher“zﬂt}i
after several years of fund raising and pubhﬁ heanngs (Phﬂtﬂ
Rick LatofilAmerican Battle Munuments Commmsmn}: mﬂrﬁ
pb_q,_l [event mfnrmahan} S L

:'Geh leght D Elsenhnwer's D- Da}r quutattun engraved in the:
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“agent for the Department of Defense World War 1l anniversary. -

“ obseryances. In addition to the World War il Memoriat dedlcatmn

ceremmonies will.be held cﬂmmenmra:hng thie. S0i annwersaryof D- .

: Dayin Mamandy, France on-June6, and-also the 60th -

fi:annwersary commemoration-of the Battles of Sagpan and Tmmn
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Events

The World War !| Memorial dedication is just one of many events
planned over the Memorial Day weekend. Other celebrations
include a WW Il-themed reunion exhibition on the National Mall,

“staged in partnership with the Smithsonian Institution's Center for

Folklife and Cultural Heritage; a service at the National Cathedral;
and an entertainment salute to WW |l veterans by military
performers.

Following are some of the events. Information also can be
obtained by calling the World War Ii Memonal's toll-free telephone
number: 800-639-4992. {events details)

« $1:00 a.m., May 27: National World War || Reuniocn—National Mall
« 2:00 p.m., May 28: Salute to WW I Veterans—MCI Center

+ 7:00 p.m., May 28: Salute to WW |i Veterans—MCI| Center

+ 10:00 a.m., May 29: Interfaith Memorial Service--National
Cathedral

+ 2:00 p.m., May 29: National World War || Memorial Dedication
Ceremony—National Mall

» 7:00 p.m., May 29: Salute to WW |l Veterans—MCI Center

+ 7.00 p.m., May 30: Concluding ceremonies for the Natmnal World
War | Reunlnn—Natmnal Mall

+ 8:30 a.m., May 31: A Parade Salute to World War || Veterans—
Independence Ave. -

National Moment of Remembrance: At 3 p.m. on Memorial Day,
pause as an act of reflection honoring those wha died for our country.

Trumpet players are encouraged to play “Taps." (www remember.qov)

World War |l Registry
Honor members of the Worid War i generation by enroiling them in the
World War [l Registry, a list of individual Americans who participated in
the war effort. To search for currently enroiled honorees, or to enroll a
family member or friend, click here. |
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- Memorial Day Message from the Secretary Of Defense

Ever since Memorial Day was established in 1868, Americans across the land have gathered fogether to remember, in ceremony
and sacred observance, all those who, in the words of one soldier-post, "tasted death in youth, that Liberty might grow oid." We
carry on this solemn tradition, for only by remembering the sacrifice of those who died can we fully appreciate the price that was
paid for our freedom and abundance.

This Memorial Day, we remember all who have fallen fighting oppression and tyranny, including the tyranny of terrorism. We
remember as welt their families and friends — and we assure them that their loved ones will not be forgotten but will live on in the
hearts and minds of alt of us. For as Henry Ward Beecher so movingly reminded us, "They who die for a good cause are
redeemed from death.”

"Are they dead,” he asked, "that yet move upon society and inspire the people with nobler motives and more heroic patriotism?
.. Let gladness mingle with your tears," he said. "It was your son, but now he is the Nation's. He made your household bright;
nﬂw his example inspires a thousand huusehﬂlds And so it is with all the heroes, of all the wars, who have gone befnre

| urge all Americans to join fogether at 3:00 p.m. this Memorial Day for a national Moment of Remembrance in honor of all thﬂse
who have made our freedom possible. {link}

Paying Tribute In the News

U.S. Is Hopeful For Iragi-Brokerad Najaf, Kufa Peace Deal
WASHINGTON, May 27 — A Coalition Provisional Authority official
today said he is hopeful about an Iragi-to-Iragi-brokered agreement
designed to end fighting in the cities of Najaf and Kufa. Dan Senor,
chief CPA spokesman, told reporters in Baghdad that renegade cleric
Mugtada al-Sadr stated in a recent letter that he'd order his militia fo
pull out of Najaf and Kufa as part of 2 peace deal made between him
and senior Shiite religious leaders. {story)

Haiti-based Marines to Return Home by End of June
WASHINGTON, May 26 —Marines now part of Combined Joint Task
Force Haiti will leave the island nation by the end of June, Pentagon
officials said today. The multinational force in Haiti is supplying
humanitarian aid and disaster refief to Haitians suffering from the
effects of severe fiooding and mudslides, said Army Brig. Gen. David

? - i Rodriguez, a Joint Staff operations officer. Rodriguez said the
A”"E" Spc Patrick Moran, an "01d Guard' solder fom the 3rd US. mandate for the Muitinational interim Force runs out on May 31, but

infantry, helps members of an Iraqi delegation lay a wreath at Arington : . ; - I
National Cemetery on May 27 o honar U.S. service members kilied in U.8. personnel will continue to serve in Haiti as the U.N. Stabilization

Operation Iragi Freedom. The men have been the United States to Mission to Haiti sets up. (story}
receive their new "bidnic” hands to repiace the ones ordered amputated ' _ _
by Saddam Hussein as punishment. {Phote by Donna Miles) {story) Sanchez's Reported Departure is According to Rotation Plan

WASHINGTON, May 25 — The media-reported upcoming departure of

Army Lt Gen. Ricarde S. Sanchez from Iraq was planned long ago

Moment of Remembrance - and has nothing to do with the Abu Ghraib prison scandal, a senior
WASHINGTON, May 27 — White House officials are asking all U.8. military spokesman nofed today. "We have always expected
Americans worldwide to pause for 60 seconds at 3 p.m. local General Sanchez to depart (iraq) sometime after (the} transfer of
time on Memorial Day o honor America's fallen and to recognize sovereignty,” Army Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt, deputy operations
veterans and today's servicemen and women, particularly those director for Multinational Force Iraq said at a Baghdad news
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan. (story) conference. News reporis that speculate Sanchez is leaving Irag

prematureiy due to the Abu Ghraib prisoner abuse investigations

'have got the story wrong,” Kimmiti said. Combat commanders in iraq
Lmk* tn ‘l:he New F'E ntagnn Channaf typically serve in theater for a year before rotation, he said. (story)

| "'-.':-5.':- :'.‘%.-i..- il -“ '-;"-."l-:- T D
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- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses West Point Cadets

"We've also been rethinking our global posture, After the Cold War, U.S. forces remained essentially where they were, in a static
defense pesture, arranged fo defend against a Soviet Empire that no longer exists. Today, dangers come from enemies that are
unpredictable, who can strike around the globe with little or no warning. So we've fashioned a set of concepts to help guide America's
responsibiliies in this new world, working in close consultation with our allies and with the Congress...L.et me set out some

priorities: Foremost is sirengthening our partnerships with our existing allies and working with new ones; developing greater flexibility to
deal with the unexpected; focusing on more rapidly deployable capabilities, rather than simply presence or mass; and working within
and across regions and having our forces where they are wanted.” (franscript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
West Point, N.Y. , May 29, 2004

Lakhdar Brahimi, UN Special Envoy to Iraq, Discusses the Iraqi Interim Government |
‘I would appeal to the Iraqi peopie, as | said yesterday, to give this government a chance...| also hope that they will recognize that it is a

government that can effectively lead this great country during this critical seven-month period. As | said before, there is a great deal of
talent in this Cabinet. All of this interim government's talent will need to be summoned to ensure that suitable conditions.can exist for
credible, free and fair elections to take place no later than January 2005. None of us should forget that ultimately, it is only an elected
government that can legitimately claim to represent the people of Iraq: Meanwhile, the members of this government know and should
not forget that they have not been elected, and this places an extremely heavy burden on them. This government will, therefore, have its
work cut out for it. it will not be easy for them to prove the skEptms wrong, but | know they will try theur very best, and | join Iragis around
the country in sincere hopes and prayers for their success.” {franscript
- Mr. Lakhdar Brahimi
Baghdad, Iraq, June 2, 2004

In the News
Officials Testify on Funding Request for Iraq, Afghanistan Ops
WASHINGTON, June 2 -- White House and Defense Department officials
tesfified on Capitol Hill today on the president's request for $25 billion in
contingency funds for operations in Iraq and Afghanistan. During a meeting
before the Senate Appropriations Subcommitiee on Defense, officials stated
that "unforeseen developments® on the ground in Iraq and Afghanisian have
led to the need for additional funding as an "insurance policy” for continued

operations. {story)

Leaders Named for Interim Iragi Government

WASHINGTON, June 1 -- The interim government that will runs [raq after the
June 30 transfer of sovereignty took shape today, as U.N. officials in
Baghdad announced the members of the government's presidential council
and recommended the composition of a new ¢abinet t¢ the country's prime
minister-designate. {siory) (Coalition Provisionat Authority website)

2 ¥ General Praises Coalition, Afghan Forces' Efforts
M7 WASHINGTON, June 1 -- The U.S. fop general in Afghanistan today praised
Coalition nation, U.S. and Afghan forces operating in the country. Army Lt.

Speeding Overseas Ballots Gen. David W. Barno, head of Combined Forces Command Afghanistan, said
during a Kabul press conference the Afghan National Army should meet its
The Department of Defense and the U. S. Postal Service are goal of 10,000 soldiers by the end of this June, and its goal of 20,000 by June
launching a series of initiatives intended o expedite the 2005. {story)
-delivery of absentee baliots to U.S. military personnel abroad —~ - e ——————
for thus year's general election. (stoty) (release) (franscript) Watch the new Pentagon Channel at www.pentagonchannel.mil.
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From the Podium

President Bush’s Remarks at the 60t Anniversary of D-Day

“Generations to come will know what happened here, but these men heard the guns. Visitors will always pay respects at this cemetery, but
these veterans come looking for a name, and remembering faces and voices from a lifetime ago. Today, we hanor all the veterans of
Normandy and all their comrades who never ieft... All who are buried and named in this place are held in the loving memory of America, We
pray in the peace of this cemetety that they have reached the far shore of God's mercy. And we stitl look with pride on the men of D-Day, on
those who served and went on. It is a strange tum of history that called on young men from the prairie towns and city streets of America to
cross an ocean and throw back the marching, mechanized evils of fascism. And those young men did it. You did it." (transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Normandy, France, June &, 2004

President Reagan’s Speech at the U.S. Ranger Monument to the “Boys of Pointe du Hoc”

“The men of Normandy had faith that what they were doing was right, faith that they fought for all humanity, faith that a just God would grant
them mercy on this beachhead or on the next. it was the deep knowledge--and pray God we have not lost it—-that there is a profound, moral
difference between the use of force for liberation and the use of force for conquest. You were here to liberate, not to conquer, and o you and
those others did not doubt your cause. And you were right not fo doubt.” {transcript)

- President Ronald W, Reagan
Pointe du Hoc, France, June 6, 1984

In the News

W W 5 55 Bush: Resolution Passage Marks ‘Important Day' for Irag
PR SR N WY .| | WASHINGTON, June 9 - The passage of a new U.N. Security

RS ET B R | | Council resolution on Iragmarks *an important day for the Iragi
people,” President Bush noted today at the G8 summit at Sea
island, Ga. The U.N. Security Council voted 15-0 June 8 {0 approve
the U.S.-British-backed Resolution 1546, which effectivety provides
internationat legitimacy for the Iraqi interim govemnment slated fo
take power June 30, {story)

K
.:1-.‘1

Myers: No Final Decision Yet on U.S. Posture in Germany
WIESBADEN, Germany, June 7 - No final decisions have been
made about the posture of American forces in Europe, the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said during a press conference
here today. Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers told reporters the

_ “ER B | | news reports that both American divisions are moving out of
e of the And nfanry Regiment; ld Guard” guides the fideriess ha;se Germany are premature. "Any realignment of our froops is in the
 downs Consifion Hﬂﬂu&.dnﬁg the funeral procegsion for former Pres ol | context of a larger global posture ook that the United States is
';'L:chna]d Eeaganﬂn duneQ 20}}4‘ dn Washmgtnn .6, The hools; backwa[ﬁs |n thE taking,” he said. Local press reported that the 1st Armored and 1st

- slimups;indicates 1he wairior will never fide again, and aiso betokans fhe:: - Infantry divisions will move out of Germany in the near future.
commander's | parting Iﬂﬁkmhis tmnps, who march behind: {U S Alf Furﬂe photﬂ Myers stressed that any move will be taken only after full

__::;_;_E:iblr' StaﬁSgt ﬁhﬁnﬂ Fh Cuumﬁ} Lmt-rE phmﬂs_lm,gml e | discussions with allies and host countries. He said the look at the
SRR U.S. global fooiprint is overdue and, in many cases, is being done

SECRETARY'S STATEMENT ON PASSING OF PRESIDENT REAGAN gﬂ”ﬂmﬂn with allles” own examination of traop deployments.

“President Ronald Reagan's resolve in the defense of freedom helped to
change the course of modem history. Among his many legacies, he
restored America's prige in the men and women who wear the military
uniform. This modest man of good hurmor had the conviction and personal Honoring
courage to provide our nation and the free world with directional feadership RO ‘Q ALD RE A G &N
at a time when it was so sorely needed. My thoughts and prayers are with -} | _ -
Nancy and the Reagan family.” {link fo release) Reaﬂan Page Link
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- From the Podium

President Bush Thanks U.S. Troops at MacDill Air Force Base. Headguarters of U.S. Central Command

“Yesterday, President Karzai of Afghanistan came to the White House and to the U.S. Capitol and thanked the American people for heiping
to free his country and for being a friend to the Afghan pecple. The president of Iraq came to America last week and expressed his gratitude
for the sacrifices of the American people and our troops. These two presidents, and the nations they serve, know the character of the
American armed forces. They're seeing the nature of your mission as well. We have come not to conquer, but fo liberate people, and we will
stand with them until their freedom is secure. We're moving forward with our five-point plan for iragi self- government. We're handing over
authority to a sovereign Iraqi government. We're encouraging more intemational support for Irag's palitical transition. We're helping Iragis

take responsibility for their own security. We're continuing to rebuild Iraq's infrastructure. And we're helping Iraq move to free elections.”

transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Tampa, Fla., June 16, 2004

Brig. Gen. Kimmitt Discusses Future of U.S. Forces In Iraq After June 30 Transttion to Sovereignty

“We still have responsibitity, in cooperation and partnership with our Iraqi security partners, to make a safe and secure environment... here
in Irag. We will not be pulling out of the cities. We will not be reiocating. We certainly would fike to see more and more Iraqi securily forces
at the lead. But it is important that the people of Irag understand that the clear message from the United Nations Security Council resolution
and from the prime minister-designate of Irag, for the choice to continue, the presence of the multinational forces, be in partnership with the
Iraql security forces. So we do not see lhat as either a catalyst or a requirement 1o significantly change our uperatlnns our locations or our

patterns.” (transcript} (story)

Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt
Baghdad, Iraq, June 12, 2004

Sept. 11" Memorial Tour

Afghan President Hamid Karzai views the Pentagon Memorial on
June 14. With him is SPC Kevin Smith, U.S. Army, of Qakland, Calif,
The memorial is dedicated to the 184 persons killed in the terrorists’
attack of Sept. 11, 2001. Karzai toured the memcrial and the adjacent
chapel with Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeid following their
meetings. President Karzal also met with President George W. Bush,
and addressed a Joint Session of Congress. DoD photo by R. D.
Ward. (Rumsfeld, Karzai press avail transcript) {story)

" WEE.S': e Explains National Security Pérsuﬁﬁél System
) :WASHIMGTGN June 14 -- The Defense Departmenthas .
launched a new Web site fo educate civilian employees about

-fhe new National Sewnty Personnel, System that will mtroduce

' SwWeeping: changes inthe way. the depariment hirés, pays, ..
prometes; disclphnes and fires civilian employees. (story} . .
._.____Vimt the new Web site at www. ¥.COmS, 0sd mllfnsusf o

in the News

Coalition Officials Expect Violence to Continue in lragq

WASHINGTON, June 15 - Coalition officials expect more violence leading up
to and after the June 30 handover of authority in Irag. Army Brig. Gen. Mark
Kimmitt, deputy operaticns director for Multinationai Force Iraq, said "mixed
intelligence" reports regarding post-June 30 Iraq suggests there will be
continued violence, "with that violence directed at trying to demonstrate that
the new government is shaky, wobbly and won't hang in there.” {story)

Sovereignty Transfer Won't End Mission, House Pane! Told
WASHINGTON, June 16 -- L1.S. and Coalition military responsibilities will not
end with the June 30 fransfer of power in [raq, Defense Department officials
told members of the House Armed Service Commitiee. However, they also
stated that U.S. troops would be pulled from the country if asked by the new
sovereign government, Army Lt. Gen. Walter L. Sharp, Joint Staff director for
strategic plans and policy, said multinational forces will remain in iraq only at
the invitation of the Iragi people and with the authorization of the United
Nations. He said the U.S. has the backing of lrag's interim government and
the United Nations for a security presence in the country. (story)

Wolfowitz Arrives in Baghdad for Meetings. Troop Visits
BAGHDAD, Iraq, June 16 ~ Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz is in

Iraq to visit with troops and with Iragi and Coalition leaders. A senior defense
official said this trip is one of a series of periodic visits “to get a first-hand
appreciation of the situation on the ground and to better understand the
things that our troops need ... to help support them.” An important topic of
discussions with Coalition and Iraqi laaders will be efforts and funding to train
and equip traqi defense forces. (siory)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Talks With Fox’s Brit Hume About the Global War on Terror

“No, there’s no way they (the terrorists) can prevail on the battlefield. Their numbers are very small. Obviously, a terronst can go out
and kill a group of innocent Iragis or innocent Afghans anytime they want. That's a doable thing, just like we have homicides in the
cities of the world every day. The only thing that could really be effective is if what they did was so dramatic that it persuaded people
that, In fact, all was lost or it's not worth the effort or not worth the pain and we should throw in the towel. But the president’s
determined. [ know that the Iraqi government is determined. The new prime minister is a courageous individual. And what we simply
have to do is to see this through and see that we get the Iragi and the Afghan forces sufficiently strong that they can begin to take
over more and more of the security responsibilities in the country.” (transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
June 24, 2004

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Briefs Congress on Progress in lrag and the Transition to Sovereignty

“Although there are currently over 200,000 Iragi Secunty Forces on duty or in training, lraq's security forces are still a work in
progress.. U.S. and other international forces will remain indispensable to preserving security while |raqgi forces build their strength,
This is recognized in UN Security Council Resolution 1548, which reaffirms the authorization for Multinational Force-Irag. U.S. forces
in Irag will remain under U.S. command and will have clear rules of engagement. U.S, commanders, however, will coordinate secunty
efforts closely with their [ragi counterparts.” {transcript) {story)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
Prepared Statement to the House Armed Services Committee
June 22, 2004

Building a Future In the News

—.

Iragi Government Reshapes Forces for National Security
WASHINGTON, June 21 — The prime minister of Iraq's interim

government announced organizational changes for the country's
security forces, along with a plan for taking on irag's enemies, at a
June 20 Baghdad news conference. Prime Minister Ayad Allawi said
his government is committed to confronting the threats it faces when
sovereignty transfers to the Iragi people June 30. He pointed out the
continued presence of sabotage elements in Irag, including those
from Saddam's former regime and foreign elements. {story)

White House, DoD Discuss Interrogation Process
WASHINGTCN, June 23 - Even facing a different kind of enemy, the
United States will continue to adhere to its values, international law
and treaty obligations, White House and DD officials said June 22.

June 24, 2004 - Lt. Col, Robert Cody visits the construction site of the new President Bush made the U.S. position on toriure very clear during a
medical clinic his unit is sponsoring in Al Anwar Village, Iraq. Cody is meeting with Hungarian Prime Minister Peter Medgyessy June 22.
commander of the 118th Medical Battalion, Connecticut Army National Guard, "We do not condone torture,” Bush said. "l have never ordered -
supperting the 13th Coms Support Command (COSCOM) during Operation forture. | will never order torture. The values of this country are such
Iraqi Freedom. The 13th COSCOM operates from Logistical Supply Area that torture is not a part of our soul and our being.” (story)

Anaconda in Balad, iraq. {(Photo courtesy of 1.5, Ammy, Sqgt. David E.
Gillespie} (Army photos and press releases)

DoD Values Red Cross Scrutiny, ideas for Improvement

v WASHINGTON, June 25 — The United States welcomes the
Live Dab Programming I 461 @ S S/el BR T gl et 1 7 & | International Committee of the Red Cross's scrutiny of detainee
"ird-&l:l nn DE’:I'"I-i.'Ind B : - Foear ot S G B e \ P . . \
Pent 0 96s aNOPE e Miiary O aficc s ehllasy operations and listens closely to their suggestions, said defense
cniagor L aane, Wew Denlaqohcng i | officials during @ background briefing at the Pentagon. {story}
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses the Number and Use of U.S. Armed Forces

“So0 what we need to do is to manage the force smarier. We need to rebalance the Reserve components — the Guard and Reserves -
with the Active force, so that we have the right people on active duty and the right skill sets there, We need to make better use of
civilians — both contractors and civilian employees - and stop over-using uniform personnel in things they need not do. And my
estimate is that if we do that skillfully, we'll find that we're probably sized about right, although we do need to increase the force, when
we have a crisis like we have with respect to a war in Afghanistan after September 11% or a conflict in Iraq. But we can do that. We

have emergency powers and we've increased the Army by something like 25[000] or 30,000 people over the last 2.5 years.”
(transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Interview with Roger Hedgecock, News Radio 600 KOGO
June 30, 2004

Iragi Prime Minister Ayad Allawi Talks About the New Irag

*Our country has now entered into a new era, the second new era within the past 14 months. Last April Iraq began an era free from
Saddam Hussein. We Iragis are grateful for the Coalition action that liberated us from the former dictator's tyrannical grip. Now we
have entered an era free from occupation. We Iragis now again control the affairs of Irag. We Iragis believe that to truly be in control
of our affairs and our own future, we must be in control of the destiny of the peopie we beheve most responsible for so much of the
suffering the {ragi people endured over the past 35 years.” {transcript)

Prime Minister Ayad Allawi
Baghdad, Iraq, June 29, 2004
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Coalition Transfers Legal Custody of Saddam Hussein
WASHINGTON, June 30 — The Coalition officially transferred legal
custody of Saddam Hussein and 11 other high-profile detainees to -
Irag on June 30. Salerm Chalabi, head of the Special Iraqgi Tribunal,
said Saddam and the other detainees will physicaily remain in U.S.
hands urdil [raqi correctional service is ready to accept them. (story}

NATO Makes Key Decisions on lraq, Afghanistan

ISTANBUL, Turkey, June 28 - "it's been a very good day” was
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld's response as NATO leaders
agreed to support the Iragi government's request for help in training
its security and police forces. (story)

Afghan Girls on Sports Trip to U.S, Visit Pentagen
WASHINGTON, June 30 — Nine Afghan girls visiting the United States
. N ) el ¥ to aftend a sports camp stopped by the Pentagon and were greeted
~.Prime M:mstar Ayad All awr (i}i Ambassadnr L. Pau Bremer and Presdent by senior DoD leaders’ wives and Paul Dobriansky, undersecratary of
 Sheikh Ghazi Ajit al-Yawar say their farewells after a ceremony: ceiehratmg State for global affairs. Secretary Rumsfeld dropped in during a

. the transfer of full Gvernmental authority to the tragj Interim:Govemment, of - scrimmage game to greet the girls. After being introduced, young Roia
;'_'51;__‘]{"1&23 in Baghdact lfa‘ii- (U—S ﬁnﬂ.‘ Fnrne phutu byr Staf SgL Mhi&? Em} wasn't shy about sharing her feelings with the secretary. "Mr.

Secretary, all the girls we are very, very happy and very pleased to be
here," she said through a franslator. "We have one message for you,
.. please don't forget the Afghan girls and Afghan women.”
Rumsfeld's answer was simple, but carried a lot of weight. "We won't,”
he said. "You can count on it." {story)
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From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Global Posture
“The Soviet Union's gone. That Kind of an attack is not going to oceur. Weapons have evolved, precision weapons have
changed. The speed and precision have reduced the need for mass. Second, the fact that we could understand where the threats
were going to come from in the last century, today we know the capabilities that can be used against us, but we can't anticipate where
the threats are going to come from...So what we're doing is going to end up with adjusting the total number of forces we have around |
the world, modestly towards the United States and Guam and Hawaii (and) Alaska. If's going to reduce the number of permanent
changes of stations slightly. | think people will have a better chance to see their children finish high school and spouses not have to
change jobs so frequently. We will, in many respects, have increased the tooth-to-tail ratio. We'll have a more capabie, more agite,
more readily deployable force than in the past. And | think that the men and women in uniform are going to find it's a good thing for
them. And there’s no question but that it's a good thing for our country.” {transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Interwew with The Pentagon Channel and AFPS
July 2, 2004

New Grad uate S - In the News

ot Irag, Afghanistan Troop-Rotation Plans Announced
WASHINGTON, July 8 - Troop levels will stay the same for the next rotations of
operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom, Defense Department officials
said today. Army Gen. John Abizaid, commander of U.S. Central Command,

has requested 138,000 troops in support of 17 brigades for Iraqi Freedom 3. He
also requested about 20,000 American scldiers for Afghanistan in suppaort of

three brigades for Enduring Freedom 6. {story}

Emergency Measures, Not Desperate Attampts, Fill Troop Rotations
WASHINGTON, July 7 - Pentagaon leaders faced tough questions on Capitol Hill

on issues of deployment and force structure as the military gears up for another
round of {roop rotations in iraq and Afghanistan. The next major rotation of

'E?Sﬂan a recent grathiate of iraqi Army basac u'almng in. -f_s' troops signals the third of U.S. forces into Iraq, the sixth for Afghanistan. House
__:'.‘:AmFTEI."I ‘Jardan, holds rank insighia of captain.she 7= | | Armed Services Committee members questioned whether measures by the
_received on-June 18, 2004. The training: |a$t&€i ‘EU we&ks | | Pentagon to call up 5,600 Individua) Ready Reserve members to active duty
N (” S. Air Force P"“*“h?s'iﬂ“ 59‘“5“'9? Emkﬂl?l! I and whether the pultout of thousands of troops from South Korea by the
| Pentagon for missions in Iraq and Afghanistan indicated a manpower chisis in
_ the military. {story)
fRAl] Reconsiruciion |
- For stories about progress on femnsh*uchnn in irag, link to DoD to Review Status of All Guantanamo Detainegs
DefendAmerica’s Iraq reconstruction web pags. {link) WASHINGTON, July 8 - Within 10 c}ays, all 584 detainees 'held atthe U.S, ngval
base at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, will be informed of their right to contest thair
— ' status under new procedures. Defense officials announced July 7 that they are
DoD’s Six Transformation Goals sefting up a series of hearings 1o give ali detainees a forum to plead their case
- | to a panel of three U.S. military officers, officiaily called a Combatant Status
‘Defense officials have identified six transformational goals Review Tribunal. (story) (release)

as part of the naticnal defense strategy:
1. Protect the U.3. homeland and critical bases of operation. Second Class of Iraqi Female Soldiers Graduates

2. Deny enemies sanctuary. ZARQA MILITARY TRAINING BASE, Jordan, July 7 - Forty female Iraqi

3. Protect and sustain power in ‘access-denied areas. | soldiers will graduate from the Jordanian Royal Military Academy here July 8,

4. Leverage mfurmahnn technnlogy to connect froops and the second of three classes of this type planned fo train at the academy,

teir operations. .. ' | 1 acconding fo Office of Security Transition officials. “This is an innovation for this
- S.improve.and. pmtect mformahﬂn netﬂorks fmm attack |1 partof the world,” said UK. Army Col. Kim Sith, chief liaison officer for the

6 Enhance space operaions. . e Coalition Military Assistance Training Team. “At a certain stage in the battle,
{l"nk tu DoD's transfonnahnn web paqa} o wornen will be needed.” (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Troop Strength in lrag

“... There are also people who argue the other side, that the real task of security is not to flood a country with more and more troops, and
become a foreign occupier. If you think about it, the Soviet Union had 300,000 troops in Afghanistan and lost the war. So victory and
success is not inversely proportional to the number of pecple you have in the country. We don't want to be an occupying power. In the last
analysis governance and essential services and progress economically go hand in hand with successful security. The iragi peopie are going
to have 1o provide for the security of that country and they're well on the way o doing it.” {transcripf)

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Talks About America’s New Aflies in the Global War on Terror

Secretary Conald H. Rumsfeld
Interview with BBC's David Frost, June 27, 2004

“In removing Saddam and the Taliban, we have removed two dangerous regimes, but we can't stop there. By helping Afghans and ltagis to
establish stable demacratic governments, we ¢an prevent those countries from reverting once again to being states that support terrorism
and provide sanctuaries for terrorists, But more than that, we are enlisting new allies in the fight against terrorist extremism.” (transcript)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
Omaha, Neb., July 9, 2004

_Rebuilding Irag’s Infrastructure

iraqi workers construct new buildings at a water treatment facility
in Baghdad on July 10. The Untted States Agency for intemational
Development is funding the construction effort, contributing $520
million foward water and sanitation projects that will benefit over 11
million Iragis. (Pholo by Staff Sgt. Ashley Brokop, U.S. Air Force.)

AL Reconstruction
Continuing to rebuild Iraq’s infrastructure is one of the five
steps announced by President Bush to help Iraq achieve
freedom and democracy. (Read the President's full speech to
the U.S. Amy War College in Cadigle, Pa. speech fact sheet.)
For stories about progress on reconstruction, link fo Defend
America’s iraq reconstruction web page. (link)

In the News

‘Lightning Resolve’ to Protect Afghan Election Process

WASHINGTON, July 14 — Coalition forces have launched Operation Lightning
Resolve in Afghanistan to protect the country's electoral process, a senior
military spokesman annhounced at a Pentagon news conference today. Army
Brig. Gen. David Redriquez said the operation is similar to operation Mountain
Storm, which was designed to destroy terrorist crganizations and their
infrastructure while continuing to focus on national stability and support in
Afghanistan's south, scutheast, and eastern regions. (story)

Realignment Planners Working Closely with Allies, Congress
WASHINGTON, July 13 — Defense Department officials planning a global force-
posture realignment are working closely with U.S. allies overseas and members
of Congress {0 ensure the best possible outcome. DoD officials have been
working for some time to determine what the ideal force structure, both in the
United States and overseas, should look like. Officials have said U.S. forces

" need to be overhauled because assumptions made during the Cold War no

longer apply. (story)

\).8. Peacekeeping Operations Continue in Balkans

WASHINGTON, July 13 ~ U.S. forces, in addition to heiping to stabilize Iraq and
Afghanistan, continue to have a peacekeeaping roie in the Balkans. Former
strongman Slobodan Milosevi¢ had ruled his native Serbia and later Yugoslavia
with an iron hand, but fell from power after U.S.-NATQ airpower dashed his
visions of empire. Charged with war crimes, Milosevic today sits in a jail celi in
The Hague, Netherlands, awaiting his fate. {story)

Soidiers Preparing to Compete in 2004 Olympics

FORT BENNING, Ga., July 12, 2004 — When the Olympic torch lights the flame
at the 2004 Games in Athens, eight U.S. Army Marksmanship Unit soldiers and

four other current and retired service members wilt be there to see it. Seven

shooters and a gunsmith from the Army Marksmanship Unit will march with the
U.S. Olympic Team in the Opening Ceremony Aug. 13 at 2 p.m. Athens time.
510
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps
*You've got the Senate committee. You've got the 9/11 commission. You're going to have the presidential commission, the Silberman
commission. And what | would say about it is this: that the most important thing that will come out of these commissions, in my view,
ultimately will be recommendations for how we can improve infelligence. Part of their report will be looking back, trying to connect the
dots after the fact. But part of it will be iooking forward and saying: How could we do a better job connecting the dots before the fact,
so people don't get killed? And that will be in various types of recommendations for reform.” (transcript) (story) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Arlington, Va., July 21, 2004

Secretary Rumfeld Discusses DoD Transformation With Steve Gill, Nashville Radio Host

"Well, there's a lof of steps we're taking to make our force more deployable. The Army under General {Peter) Schaomaker is making
it more modular so that we can mix and match, depending on what kinds of circumstances may exist in the world. We're reatranging
our footprint around the globe so that we have greater usabil'rty of our forces...And we're positioning them in ways that we can rapidly
deploy them and move them around the world. ..We're increasing the number of Army brigades, for example, from 33 up fo 43 0r 48
and moving some of the division capabilities down to the brigade level so that we'll have the right mix of forces at any given time."

franscipt
| Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Arlington, Va., July 21, 2004

In the News
Bad Troops, Poor Leaders Responsible for Detainee Abuses
WASHINGTON, July 22 — A few "bad apples® and a lack of proper
supervision — not a failure in military training, doctrine or policy -
were responsible for detainee abuses in Afghanistan and Iraq,
senior Army leaders told a Senate committee. Referring (o a
recently completed Army inspector general report on detainee
operations and poficies in U.S. Central Command, Army Secretary
Les Brownlee told the Senate Armed Services Committee that 94
cases of alleged detainee abuse weren't precipitated by a system-
wide collapse of mititary ethics. (story)

Army Chief Says Force Gaining Flexibility, Agility
WASHINGTON, July 22 - The Army has an "extraordinary
opportunity” to transform its forces to respond to "one of the most

iraqi stock traders update the sales boards with the latest prices on
the available stocks at the iragi Stock Exchange (1SX), Baghdad,
Iraq, on its opening day July 18, 2004. The Philadelphia Stock
Exchange sent a miniature “Liberty Bell” to start the trading. The
market is open on Wednesday and Sunday. {U.5. Air Force photo
by Staff Sgt. D. Myles Cullen)

See the courage and Mili tary
determination of some of
the nearly 2.5 million men Pkatagr ﬂF hers

and women who serve in
the U.S. Armed Forces on
a DetendAmerica special,
“Military Photographers on
the Frontlines." (link} |

dangerous times in our history," the Army chief of staff told
Congress July 21. Gen. Peter Schoomaker said the Army has
more than 600,000 people mobilized and on active duty supporting
the war on terror, He said the Army is adding 30,000 people
through recruiting and retention, "growing the Army as fast as we
can grow the Amy” 1o increase this contribution. (story} {story)

Army Hits Retention Mark

WASHINGTON July 19 - The active Army is at 100 percent
mission accomplished of its retention goal for the third quarier. In
addition, said Brig. Gen. Sean Byrne, chief of Military Policy, at a
media round table, all 10 divisions are at or above 100-percent
retention. He also said tha aggregate number for the Army is 100

percent. (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Changes in the Military With Radio Host Edd Hendee
“We'te adjusting our force posture around the world — our bases, our forward operating sites and our locations to fit the 21st
century. We're rebalancing the Guard and Reserve with the active force so that we have the right skill sets on active duty, so that we
don't have fo cait up certain skiil sets from the Guard and Reserve too frequently because, clearly, those people consider themselves
reservists and not fult-time people. And to the extent you have to call them up because you don't have those skills on active duty, it's
not a good thing. So we're fixing all of that. | think that the progress that's been made is so significant that we're going to see over
time that we've been able to reduce stress on the force in a rather significant way.” (transcript]

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld

July 22, 2004

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Speaks to the Sailors Aboard the USS Ronald Reagan
“We need you out there. Today, we face the most recent version of totalitarianism. It's not religion. It's an evil. In fighting that evil,

America’s forces have freed some 50 million people in Afghanistan and Iraq. They are helping two formerly totalitarian states become
our newest ailies, allies in the free world and champions of freedom in the Muslim world. It's no exaggeration to say that those of you
serving today are changing history in a way that will make America and the world safer for us and for our children and for our
grandchildren. So | want to personally thank you.” (transcript)
- Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
san Diego, July 23, 2004

In the News

Army on Target With Force Growth, Transformation
WASHINGTON, July 27 - The Army is on track in its efforts to
temporarily grow the active force by 30,000 soldiers as it restructures
into moduiar brigade combat team units of action, or BCT (UA)s, Chief
of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker said. Schoomaker discussed troop
strength and transformation in a Department of Defense press briefing
July 26, pointing out that some news stories have been inaccurate or
misieading. He emphasized there is a difference between growing the
Army - a temporary measure granted under the Global War on Terror
authorities and paid for with supplemental dollars — and increasing
end strength, a parmanent move that becomes part of the Army’s core
budget. Adding 30,000 saldiers to end strength could cost as much as
$3.8 hillion a year, which would take away dollars needed for current
and future programs, Schoomaker said. (story)

Congress Sends $416.2 Billion Budget to President
WASHINGTON, July 26 - A 3.5 percent pay raise, elimination of out-
of-pocket housing expenses and continued funding for military
transformation are all parts of the Defense Appropriations Act that
Congress has sent to President Bush. The act cails for $416.2 billion
in spending in fiscal 2005. (story)

Message to the Troops from Secretary Rumsfeld Pentagon Launches 'Operation Blue to Green'
Mare than 15 months ago, a global Coalition ended the brutal regime WASHINGTON, July 28 - Saiors and airmen may soon be abie fo
of Saddam Hussein and liberated the people of Irag. As in all conflicts, "Go Army” under a new Defense Department program intended to
this has come at a cost in lives, Some of youtr comrades made the ] 1 rebalance the size of the military. The program is generating new
ultimate sacrifice. For your sacrifices, our country and the President opportunities for continued service and career advancement for those
are deeply grateful, {fuil fexd) _, willing to transfer into the Amy from other services. {story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses the War on Terror
"...What we're engaged in here is a global struggle, and
Afghanistan and iragq and the activities that we've been
engaged in in the Philippines and in other countries are part
of that global struggle. | mean, if one looks at i, we see that
there have been terrorist attacks by extremists — radicats —
in Bali, in indonesia, in Spain and Turkey, as wetl as the
United States and Western Europe. So it is a giobal
struggle. it is a struggle between extremists and
moderates, it's a struggle between people who want o {ell
everyone glse in the world how they should live and people
who want to live and let live. And it's important that we
recognize that.” {transcript)
Secretary Donald H, Rumsfeld
Radio Interview with Neil Boortz, Aug. 3, 2004

Vice President Cheney Talks to Peterson AFB Troops
“Since 9/11, we have taken the fight to our enemies
wherever they plot and plan. Yet we understand that

winning this war requires more than that. We must put forth

a sustained effort on every major battlefront -- and as we
saw s0 clearly ort 9/11, the homeland is one of those fronts.
That is why the Northern Command was such a ¢rifical
addition to our military strategy. In NORTHCOM, we have a
unified command fully aedicated fo defending against
threats to the United States. Already, NORTHCOM units
have flown more than 36,000 sorties in support of
Operation Noble Eagle, a far-reaching effort to deter and
disrupt attacks against America from the sky. You've also
made extraordinary progress toward developing a nationa
missi#e defense system -- and that is one of the great
contributions to national security in the past three years.”
(transcript) (story) (siory)

Vice President Cheﬁey
Coiorado Springs, Colo., Aug. 2, 2004

Summer Pulse ‘04

An F/A-18F Super Hornet assigned to the "diamondbacks” of Strike Fighter Squadron
One Zero Two (VFA-102) launches off one of four steam-powered catapults aboard
the aircraft carrier USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63}, July 28, 2004, The Kitty Hawk Strike
Group is one of seven carrier strike groups involved in Summer Pulse ‘04,
demonstrating the Navy's ability to provide credible combat power across the globe in
five theaters with other U.S,, allied, and coalition military forces. Summear Puige is the
Navy's first test of its new Flest Response Plan. (L.S. Navy photo by Photographer's
Mate 3rd Class Jonathan Chandler) Summer Pulse '04 web paqe

NORTHCOM
The Department of Defense established U.S. Northern
Command in 2002 to consolidate under a single unified
command existing missions that were previously executed by
other military organizations. The command's mission is
homeland defense and civil support, specifically:

» Conduct operations to deter, prevent, and defeat threats
and aggression aimed at the United States, its territories,
and interests within the assigned area of responsibility.

o As directed by the President or Secretary of Defense,
provide military assistance to civil authorities inciuding
cansequence management operalions. NORTHCOM

website

In the News

Army Engineers Helping Restore ragi Wetlands
WASHINGTON, Aug. 4-The Mesopotamian Marshlands, considered by many

to be the cradle of civilization, were largely drained by Saddam's regime. Now
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is helping restore the wetlands, {story)

Growth, Modernization Mark Coast Guard Birthday

WASHINGTON, Aug. 4-The U.S. Coast Guard is celebrating its 214th
birthday at a time of near-unprecedented growth and modernization, the
Coast Guard commandant said during an interview. Adm. Thomas H. Collins
said the "fifth armed senvice” is expanding its force by about 2,000 members
per year, which wilt bring the Coast Guard fo almost 41,000 uniformed
members by fiscal 2005. Recruiting has been "positive” and retention rates
are at the highest rates since the early 1950s, Collins said. (story)

Trbunals Beqin for Guantanamo Detainees

WASHINGTON, July 30-The tribunals to determine if detainees held at
Guantanamo-are enemy combatants began July 30, said Navy Secretary
Gordon England. England said the process will review the status of detainees
to determine if they are enemy combatants. If they are deemed not to be
enemy combatants, they will be freed, England said. {story)

Project DE-STRESS Helps Treat Traumatic Stress

WASHINGTON, Aug. 3-One unavoidable fact about military action is that
servicemembers will have to deal with traumatic stress. The Defense
Department is working to fing the best way 1o heip froops deal with the
hamnful effects of the stress peaple face in combat. One part of that effort is a
treatment trial called F‘rcuect DE- STRESS {Mﬂ
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Secretary Rumsfeld Says Taliban, al Qaeda Will Fail in Afghanistan

“We know that the Taliban and the ai Qaeda are operating on the borders of the country. We know that they are determined to not
have Afghanistan be a successful, free nation. They would like very much to be able to re-impose their will over the Afghan peopie
and to use that area as a terrorist training area and operating base. They're not going to. They're going to fail. And it will very likely
continue - they'll continue to try to go after soft targets — that is to say they're not going to tackle Coalition forces. And | think that to
the extent they have opportunities, they'll try to dissuade the Afghan people from moving forward towards a democratic state. And it's
a tough part of the world, and the people in Afghanistan are going to have to be tough fo continue the success that's already been
achieved.” (transcript) (story) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
En Route to Afghanistan, Aug. 10, 2004

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Says Desire of People to Be Free Is Strongest Weapon to Defeat Extremlsts
“Support for freedom and democracy is not the imposition of U.S. values on other people. It is giving other people a chance to decide
their own futures. It is not utopian idealism that is divorced from the real world. Rather, it involves hamessing one of the most powerful
forces in the world - the desire of people to be free — which is ultimately our strongest weapon for defeating the extremists who offer
nothing but tyranny and death. 1t is the weapon that won the Cold War, and it is the weapon that will win the war on terror.” {prepared
statement before House Armed Setvices Committee) {story) {story)

Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
Washington, DC, Aug. 10, 2004

Afghanistan Visit | - Inthe News

Iraqi Elactions, Forces Will Determine Coalition Size

ABL DHABI, nited Arab Emirates, Aug. 10 -- Elections and the status of the
Iragi security forces wili determine the number of Coalition forces in the
country, said Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff. Myers saig that evenis on the ground will set the pace for an
eventual Coalition withdrawal from Irag. Elections for a constitutional
assembly are now set for December or January. Those will be followed by
elections for a permanent government in 2006, (story)

International Community Works te Rebuild lraqi Health System

| WASHINGTON, Aug. 11 — When the United States and intemational aid
L& I ik organizations began to look closely at Irag’s health-care network, they found

Defense 53'3"3“3”' Donald H, Rumeld Afgha" President a system in ruins after decades of neglect and misuse, said Dr. Alaadin

Karzal respond to reporter's questions, Aug, 11, 2004, during the Alwan, health minister for Iraq's interim government, He said that in the

secrelary's seventh visi to Afghanistan. Rumsfeld reaffirmed U.S. 1970s and '80s, Iraq's health care was among the best in the Middle East,

support for the democratic process, reviewed Afghan government ~ : Ly - :
counter-naraotics efforts and underscored the importance of the then went into a rapid decline. "Following more than two decades of major

disarmament process fo a stable and secure Afghanistan. (Photo by wars, disastrous military adventures and irrational policies, ihe health system
1J.S. Air Force Master Sat. James M. Bowman) [story} went into a steady decline driven by a combination of negligence, poar
management, severe lack of resources and more than 12 years of sanctions,”
Alwan said at the U.5. National Academies' Keck Center. {story)

~ America's Call to Action

Every service member's commitment to our nation’s defense is': |

invaluable. During September, DefendAmerica.mil and the -
.Fentagun Channel will spotiight some of the many menand
- women in uniform who joined the armed forces in the wake of
the-9/11 terrorist attack on the United States. If you respﬂnded
to the attack by joiniing the military and wouid like us to |
. Consider your story forpublication, please filin our emaikform, |

Multi-National Corps-Iraq: ‘Training Wheels’ for fradi Government
BAGHDAD, Iraq , Aug. 10 -- Multi-National Corps-iraq acts as a set of
training wheels, assisting the new Iraqi government creale a secure and
prosperous environment, said Lt. Gen. Thomas Metz, MNC-i commander.
MNC-l is one of two military commands in Irag, the other being the Muiti-

Naticnal Force-Iraq, commanded by Gen. (George Casey. {story)
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r Gold

Military Bolsters Team USA for Athens Games

WASHINGTON, Aug. 7, 2004 -Twenty-four military competitors will represent
Team USA in the Summer Olympic Games at Athens, Greece, Aug. 13 through
29. The Army is providing eight shooters, two medern pentathletes, a race
walker, a rower, a wrestler, a marathoner who may double in the 13,000
‘meters, a head coach for boxing, a Greco-Roman wrestling coach, a rifle coach
and a gunsmith for the world's largest sporting event. The Air Force will be
represented by a hammer thrower, a race walker and a fencer. The Navy wil
provide a rower. (story)

Shooﬁn:_

Military Supports Olympic Hopefuls on the Road to Athens Arm S . T :

: ¥ Reserve Staff Sgt. Libby Callahan, 52, a refied
WASH'NGTON, JUIY 23, 2004 - MEH}' athletes dream of Standmg atop an Washington, D.C., police officer and South Carclina
Olympic medal podium. However, without the necessary support, even the native, will be the oldest member of Team USA. She
slightest chance of that happening is a long shot. Military athletes can find that competes in women's 10-mefer air pistol and in women's

‘support within their respective services. (story) 25-meter spart pistol shooting. (Phato by Tim Hipps) story

In Their Own Words

“I've aiways dreamed of being an Olympian. But to be an Olympian and a soldier, especially nght NOw, makes it all that much better.”
Army 5gt. Oscar Wood (Wrestling)

“I'm doing this for my family in green and | have decided that if | get a medal this tima that | am going to dedicate it to the troops.”
Army Sgt. 18 Class James Graves {Shooting)

“| came into the Air Force to serve my country. To represent the Air Force and the country on the athletic side is... the biggest honor
of my life.” Air Force Lt. James Parker {Track and Field)

“I ran the race to make the team, but | also ran it o honor my West point classmates who died in lrag.”
National Guard Captain Dan Browne (Track and Field)

“Representing the Army and the soldiers worldwide is a great honor. It's the biggest honor that we have as soldier-athletes,
representing myself, my teammates and anyone who's ever served in the Army.” Army Sgt. 15t Class Bret Erickson {Shooting)

~Focu Determination Airman Earns Spot On Olympic Track, Field Team
T e SAN ANTONIO, July 17, 2004 - First Lt. James Parker, an Air Force world-class
athiete from Malmstrom Air Force Base, Mont., earned a spot on the U.S.

Olympic track and field team July 12 with a hammer throw of 254 feet, 6 inches.
(stary)

Two Soldiers Selected for U.S. Olympic Modern Pentathlon Team

ALEXANDRIA , Va. - Two modemn pentathletes from the U.S. Army World Class
Athlete Program (WCAP) have been selected to compets in the Olympic Games
at Athens , Greece. First Lt. Chad Senior and Capt. Anita Allen are scheduled to

cﬂm Matthew Smith, a member of the U.S. compete Aug. 26 and 27 respectively for Team USA in the one-day, five-sport
World Class Athlete Program from Woodbridge, Va., event that includes pistol shooting, fencing, swimming, equestrian riding and

wil row far Team USA in men's fightweight four in the cross-country running. “1 always wanted to go to the Olympics, but | knew that in
Olympic Games at Athens, Gresce. Smith was a track and field and cross country | just wasn't going to cut it,” Aflen said. “I'm still

collegiate rower for the University of Wisconsin at
Maﬁigﬂn, where he earmed bac;.gws AEEE 3 pinching myself. | don't think it will hit me unt|I I'm actually on the plane landing in

ROTC scholarship. (Photo by Joel Rogers) story Athens, (story]




SAN JOSE, May 21, 2004 -
Cryptoiogic Technician
Interprater 2nd Class Casey
Tibbs wins a 100-meter race
while qualifying for the LS.
Paralympics Sprint Team.
Petty Officer Tibbs will
participate in the 2004

~ Paralympics, Sept. 16-29 in
Athens, Greecs, the second
largest sporting event in the
world, next to the able-bodied
scheduled in Athens this
August. { U.S. Navy photo by
Petty Cfficer {st Class James
G. Pinsky) story

d—'—r:—'—n-—h-n‘-h.l-

Meet the Athletes
Boxing

Army Staff Sgt. Basheer Abdullah, 41, of St. Louis, Mo. - Mead Coach

Fencing
Air Force 2nd L, Seth Kelsey, 22, of Bush Prairie, Wash. - Epee fencing contender

Modern Pentathion
Army Capt. Anita Allen, 26, of Star City, Ind.
Army 20 Lt Chad Senior, 28, of North Fort Myers, Fla.

Rowing
Navy Lt. j.g. Henry Nuzum, 27, of Chapel Hill, N.C. - Double scull

Army Capt. Matt Smith, 28, of Woodbridge, Va. - Lightweight four

Shooting

Army Maj. Michael E. Anti, 40, of Winterville, N.C.- 3- position and prone rifle

Sgt. 1¢ Class James “Todd” Graves, 41, of Laurel, Miss. - Skeet shooter

Army Reserve Staff Sqgt. Elizabeth Callahan, 52, of Columbia, S.C. - Air pisto!
Army Sgt. 1¢t Class Shawn Dulohery, 39, of Lee’s Summit, Mo. - Skeet shooler
Army Sgt. 15t Class Brett Erickson, 43, of Bennington, Neb - trap and double trap
shotgun -
Army Reserve Maj. David Johnson, 40, of Mount Holly, N.J. - Rifle coach

Army Spec. Hattie Johnson, 23, of Athol, Idaho- Women's air rifle

Army 8gt. Jason Parker, 30, of Cusseta, Ga.- Men's air rifle

Army Sgt. 1 Class Daryl Szarenski, 36, of Saginaw, Mich.- Air and free pistol
Army Sgt. 1¢t Class Charles Gartland, 39, of Bardstown, Ky., - Gunsmith.

Track and Field

Army National Guard Capt. Dan Browne, 29, of Portland, Ore. - Marathon and
10,000 meter events.

Air Force Capt. Kevin Eastier, 28, of Farmington, Maine - 20-kilometer race walk
Army 3gt. John Nunn, 26, of Chula Vista, Calif. - 20-kilometer race walk

Alr Force 1% Lt. James Parker, 28, of Great Falls, Mont. - Hammer throw

Wrestling
Army Staff Sgt. Shon Lewis, 36, of Oakland Caiif. - Greco-Roman Wrestling coach

Army $gt. Oscar Wood, 29, of Fort Carson, Colo.- 66-Kilogram class event

Paralympics
Navy Petty Office 3™ Class Casey Tibbs, 23, of Austin, Texas — Pentathlon and

the 400-, 200-, 100-meter events

General-Athlete

Beginning with 15t Lt,
(3eorge Patton {above) at
the 1912 Olympic games in
Stockholm, the Army has
sent soldier-athletes to the
Olympics to represent both
the American military and
the United States, Since
then, U.S. soldiers have
captured more than 131
medals in a wide range of
sports. To learn mora about
the Army’s Ofympic history,
including Gen. Patton's
joumney, dick here,

13-29 Avgust
DefendAmernica Oivmpics nage

+ 301 medal ceremonies will take place over a period of 16 days.
» 28 sports will be represented in 38 venties.
* 10,500 athletes and 5,500 team officials from 201 National Olympic Committees

(NOCs) will participate.

+ 21,500 members of the media are expected to cover the Games (16,000
broadcasters and 5,500 photo/written press members).

* The Olympic Village will house 16,000 athletes and team officials during the
Olympic Games and 6,000 during the Paralympic Games.

» Some 45,000 security personnel will work at the Olympic Games: 25,000 from
the police, 7,000 from the military, 3,000 coast guard, 1,500 fire-fighters, 3,500
private secunty contractors and 5,000 trained volunteers.

Eor_more information link to the official Olympic web page

By the Numbers

Fort Benning Represented at Olympics
FORT BENNING, Ga. - When the 2004 Oiympic Games'
in Athens, Greece, kick off, there will be eight soldiers
from Fort Benning representing the United States.
Seven shooters and a gunsmith of the LS. Army
Marksmanship Unit have been selected to the 2004
t).S. Olympic Team. The following seven USAMU
shooters will compete in 10 Olympic shooting events:
Maj. Michael E. Anti, Men's Prone Rifle and Three
Pesition Rifle; Sgt. 1st Class Bret E. Erickson, Men's
Trap and Double Trap; Sgt. 1st Class Daryl L.
Szarenski, Men's Air Pistol and Free Pistof; Sgt. 1st
Class Shawn C. Dulohery, Men's Skeet; Sgt. 1st Ciass
James "Todd" Graves, Men's Skeet; Sgt. 1st Class
Jason A, Parker, Men's Air Rifle; and Spc. Hattie J.
Johnson, Women's Air Rifle. (story)
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From the Podium

President Bush Announces America's New Global Force Posture Before VFW Convention in Cincinnati

“More than three years ago, we launched a comprehensive review of America's global force posture -- the numbers, types, locations,
and capabilities of U.S. forces around the world. We've consutted closely with our allies and with Congress; we've examined the
challenges posed by today's threats and emerging threats. And so, today | announce a new plan for deploying America's Armed
Forces. Over the coming decade, we'll deploy a more agile and more flexibte force, which means that more of our troops will be
stationed and deployed from here at home. We'll move some of our troops and capabilities to new locations, so they can surge
quickly to deal with unexpected threats. We'll take advantage of 21st century military technologies to rapidly deploy increased combat
power. The new plan will help us fight and win these wars of the 21st century. It will strengthen our alliances around the world, while

we build new partnerships to better prasewe the peace. It will reduce the stress on our troops and our military families.” (transcript)
(story) (story) (story) |

President George W. Bush
Cincinnati, Ohio, Aug. 16, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies Before Senate Armed Services Commitiee On Reorganizing the U.S. Intelligence Communi

“The objective of intelligence community reform is to provide the community with a renewal, to refashion it to befter succeed in this
still new and different 21st century. Those objectives include improved indications of waming of impending events in enough time to
anticipate them and to permit effective action. This requires, in my view: (1) Aggressively breaking down the stovepipes within and
between domestic, foreign and military intelligence; (2) Integrating domestic intefligence into the intelligence community while
providing for appropriate protections for civil liberties. And that's not an easy task; it's a big issue for this committee and for the
country. (3) Authorizing and enabling intelligence users to access required intelligence data wherever it may reside; and {4) Improved
analysis of the environment to reduce the likelthood of surprise, especially by terrorists.” {story) (prepared statement)

- Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Washington, D.C., Aug. 17, 2004

In the News ~_On Patrol In An Najaf

Wissile Defense Needed to Thwart Extremists, Rumsfeld Says
HUNTSVILLE, Ala., Aug. 18 - With extremists constantly looking for
weaknesses to exploit and the means to exploit them, missile defense
capabilities are a must, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said
here. Rumsfeld spoke at the 7th annual Space and Missile Defense
Conference befare an audience of military and corporate leaders.
"Extremists go to school on us; they watch our behavior, they watch
what we do,” the secretary said. {story)

Rumsfeld: 3. Korea Troop Moves Won't Degrade Deterrence
WASHINGTON, Aug. 18 — Any U.S. troop realignments in South
Korga won't degrade the deterrence capability against possible
aggression by North Korea, Secretary Rumsfeld told PBS television
news host Jim Lehrer on Aug. 17, The United States — in consultation
with its allies — has worked the past three years in developing plans to

realign its global military presence in Europe and Asia, the secretary cover fire for fellow Soldiers during a search for weapons caches and

said. Rumsfeld also addressed critics of the decision to move U.S. : : :
) . ce An Najaf, Iraq, Aug. 10, 2004. (Photo b
troops stationed in South Korea away from the demilitarized zone and g}sglrg;l;tté? Cnﬁ;: ?ET:;E}"H n Aajal, T2, AU (Photo by

out of the capital city of Seoul to locations further south. "We
obviously wouldn't have done it if there were any risk of a weakening —_—

in the deterrent up there," he said. (story) DefendAmenca Phota Essays

mans a .50 caliber machine gun atop @ Humvee to pravide
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From the Podium

Schlesinger Panel Releases Report
“Those {(Abu Ghraib) photos, as you know, triggered a
widespread reaction and a fair amount of speculation. Contrary
to that specuiation, the abuses that were depicted in the photos
did not come from authorized interrogation. They did not come
from seeking intefligence. They were freelance activities on the
part of the night shift at Abu Ghraib... There was no policy of
abuse; quite the contrary. Senior officials repeatedly said that in
Iraq, Geneva regulations would apply. In Afghanistan and
Guantanamo, it was quite different, but even there it was said,
foliowing the president's directive, that all activity should be
consistent with the Geneva Accord ... it was a kind of animai
house on the night shift. That is reflected in the fact that there
was no such activities during the day shift when there were
different noncoms in charge. There was direct responsibility for
those activities on the part of the commanders on the scene up
to the brigade level, because they did not adequately supervise
what was going on at Abu Ghraib. In addition, there was
indirect responsibility at higher leveis, in that the weaknesses at
Abu Ghraib were well known and that corrective action couid
have been taken and should have been taken. We believe that
there is institutional and personal responsibility right up the
chain of command as far as Washington is concemed.”
{transcript) (story)

Secretary James Schlesinger

The Pentagon, Aug. 25, 2004
Secretary Rumsfeld Qutlines Progress in Irag |
“We have a plan to train up Iragi forces, police, border patrol,
counterterrorism, Army, National Guard and train those folks up
so that they can assume that responsibility. We're already
ahead of plan. We transferred sovereignty to the -
government. They now are planning for elections in January.
And we have a Coalition of nations, | think 32 countries, that
are now participating there in Irag and assisting in training and
equipping the Iraqi secunty forces. And as fast as they are able
to take over that responsibility, the United States and the
Coalition countries will be passing that responsibility to them.
And 1t is that frajectory that we're on. It's a process that's been
going on now, roughly, for a year. It's going well. It is a bumpy
road, as it always is as a country goes from a violent
dictatorship to a democracy. But the promise has been
| good...Schoois are open, hospitais are open, clinics are
open, They've got an interim government. They are building up
their security forces. They have a stock market. They've even
gut a snccerteam in the Olympics.” {transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld |
Interview with Enrique Gratas, Univision TV |

EI Pasn Texas Aug 23 2004

Schlesm ger Panel

Members of the Independem Panei tu Rewew Depanmant of Defense
Detention Operations hold a press conference at the Pentagon
following the delivery of their final report to Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld, on Aug. 24, 2004. The panel's four members are
(left to right). James Schlesinger, a former secretary of defense and
secretary of energy; retired Air Force GGen, Charles A. Homer,
architect of the air campaign during the 19891 Gulf War,; Tillie K.
Fowler, a former U.S. Representative and member of the House
Armed Services Committee; and participating by telephonetink, former
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown. {DoD photo by R. D. Ward.)

Web Page - Detainee Investigations

in the News
Fay Report Faults Intelligence Soldiers at Abu Ghraib
WASHINGTON, Aug. 25 - Military inteligence personnel did
participate in abusing scme prisoners in Irag's Abu Ghraib prison,
the three top officials in the Army's investigation said at a news
conference here today... The report found that there was no direct
compiicity in abuse at command levels above the brigade, but that
commanders and staff officers at Combined Joint Task ¥orce 7
should have recognized the signs of trouble and taken corrective

action. (transcript) (story} (story)

Shadow 200 Flies Unfriendly Skies

CAMP COOKE, Irag, Aug. 25 -The Shadow 200 Unmanned Aerial
Vehicle, operated and maimained by a slice element of the 312th
Mifitary Intelligence Battalion, 1st Cavalry Division, has become as
important to successful combat operations in Irag as tanks,
Bradiey fighting vehicles and .50 Caliber machine guns. (story}

In Their Own Words — “Why | Serve”
AYER, Mass., Aug. 23, 2004 - "I ance saw this special on tetevision
that stated for every one soldier serving, that soldier protects 80,000
civilians. | am the defender and protector of 80,000 civilians,” stated -
Army Staff-Sgt. Jamie A. Deimolino, personnel specialist with the 94th

| Regional Readiness Commend. (story)
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Secretary Rumsfeld Says Civilized World Must Stay On the Offensive Against Terrorists
“Civilized people everywhere can only express sympathy and solidarity with the Russian people. Extremists seek to terrunze innocent
men, wemen and children whoever they are and wherever they may live. There are really no free passes in this struggle, this war;
there are no free passes for countries; there are really no free passes for individuals. And for that reason, the civilized world has to
stay on the offensive, and that's exactly what the Coalition is doing. Taking the offense, however, of course has its cost, justas
staying on defense has its cost. And soon the American forces are likely to suffer the 1,000th casualty at the hands of terrarists and
extremists in Iraq. When combined with U.S. losses in other theaters in the Global War on Terror, we have lost welf more thana
thousand already. And we certainly honor the courage and sacrifice of every man and woman in uniform who has served in lraq and
who is cutrently serving there. And needless to say, we moumn with the families of those lost.” {transcript) (story)
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeid
Press Conference at the Pentagon, Sept. 7, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Outlines Progress Against Terrorism Since the 9-11 Attacks
‘Well, we've come a great distance if you think about it. The Taliban were in power in Afghanistan three years ago and killing people
in soccer stadiums in Kabul. And they're gone. They're out. And they were hosting Osama bin Laden and his al Qaeda crew. Those
folks are on the run and a large fraction of the senior leadership have been killed or captured: Saddam Hussein's regime, he was
trying to assassinate a former U.S. president. He was giving $25,000 fo suicide bombers’ families. He was thumbing his nose at 17 .
U.N. resolutions. And here he's now in jail and his sons are dead. We have made enormous strides. We have a Coalition of 85 to 90
countries and this is the kind of thing no one country can do alone. it takes a large Coalition and probably the largest Coalition in
human history. We have 32 countries or 30 countries in Irag and 286, | believe, in Afghanistan helping. So we are putting pressure on
terrorist networks. There's no way to be on the defensive. We simply have to be on the offensive, and it takes a lot of cmperatinn in
the intemational community to do it and that's what's happening. So | thlnk we have made enormous progress.” {franscript)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Radio [nterview with Scott Hennen, WDAY, Fargo, North Dakota
Sept. 7, 2004

Power Production Gains In the News

C ey : Tribunal Finds Guantanamo Detainee Not Combatant
WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 - A tribunal in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has
determined & detainee there is nol an enemy combatant, and the U.S.
government wilt release the man to his home country scon, officials satd.
Defense officials announced in July all detainees at Guantanamo Bay were
to be given the opportunity o contest their determination as enemy
combatants and submit evidence or call witnesses on their behalf. (story)
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Gen. Pace Proposes [nteragency Goldwater-Nichols Act
ARLINGTON, Va., Sept, 7 - Gen. Peter Pace, vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, suggested a Goldwater-Nichols Act for all of the federal
gavemnment to improve the way the country responds to terrorism. The
Goldwater-Nichols Act of 1986 strengthened the position of the cha¥man
of the Jeint Chiefs of Staff and created the position of vice chairman, It
made the services act mere in concert and forced the services to place
their best people in joint billets. (story)
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A new chiller unit fike this one at Bayji Irag, came online Sept, 6
at a power plant north of Najaf, helping to bring electricity to
more Iragi households. The gain is one of many logged over the

past 18 months that have boosted electricity production here to - _
more than 5,300 megawatts, enough to service 27 million more WIESBADEN, Germany, Sept. 7 - The first femaie West Point graduate to

ke promoted to general officer assumed command of V Corps' 3rd Corps
Iragi homes than were fueled under the former regime. - i
(Courtesy photo) {story’ Support Command in a ceremony Sept. 2 at Wiesbaden Army Airfield,

Germany. {stary)

West Point’s First Female General Commands COSCOM
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Secreta;y’s Patriot Day Radio Message to the Troops

I value this opportunity to talk to those of you serving in our armed
forces, and | want to thank ycu, personally, for your commitment to
our country. As you know, this week we [ost the thousandth
service member in iraq. Some ask whether the Global War on
Terror 18 worth a thousand American lives. It's an understandable
question, but the answer should be clear to all who have studied
our nation's history... (A)fter September 11th, our country could no
longer accept the risk of failing to act. Because of your courage
and commitment, some 50 milfion people from Afghanistan and
Iraq are now experiencing freedom. Other regimes that also
sponsored terror now support our cause. Because we are
eliminating the havens of those who seek 1o terrorize our nation,
our country is safer foday. And that is why the important work you
are doing is worth the cost, and why 1t is so deeply appreciated.”

(read the full text) {listen fo the message)

Sept. 11, 2001 — The Pentagon

WASHINGTON - Aftermath from terrorist attack on the Pentagon, Sept. 11, 2001.
(U.S. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 2nd Class Robert Houlihan)

Hororing those who answeeed America’s ‘Ca” {o Aclion

As aresult of the 9-11 terrorist attacks, many people felt compelled fo
joir the mifitary. While every military member's service is valued, in
recognition of the third anniversary of the terrorist attacks, the stories
of some of those who answered America's call to action are featured
on the Pentagon’s web site on the Global War on Terror,
www.defendamerica.mil. For more Call to Action stories, link here.

Spc. Mark A. Jensen, U.S. Army, Balad, Iraqg

"My name is SPC Mark A. Jensen. [ am a member of an Army
National Guard Unit, out of Tucson, Ariz. The fragedy of 9/11 left me,
like 50 many others, in a state of disbelief, sadness, horror, and

outrage. | knew from the initiai news report that | could not sit idly by
without getting back into the fight.”

Sgt. Robert L Green Ill, U.S. Army, FOB KMTB (Caldwell) Irag
“During Desert Storm, { was active duty Air Force and was in Saudi
Arabia, At the time of the terrorists’ attacks, | was a 36-year-oid
convenience store manager in Charlotte, N.C. | am now 39 years old
and am in Iraq as a combat medic. | have a new skill and passion for
medicine | would have never discovered had | not answered the call

to help my country. The soldiers | serve with were customers of mine
at one time. Now they are my brothers.”

Pfc. Micah Seibel, U.S. Army, Bamberg, Germany

“‘We are helping these people in the wake of a tyrant leader, as well
as helping our country. Helping to eliminate terrorists is a commitment

- we have all made that will heilp ensure peace worldwide. It is

something that we are all committed to, and is the right thing to do.”

“Why | Serve”

.S, Army Staff Sgt. Jesse Prater
and Sgt. Charles Hall say they
recognized the importance of
their jobs more fully after they
deployed to Operation tragi
Freedom. (story)

“There is no better place to be
part of ateam, no better place to
grow moarally and ethically.”

Staff Sgt. Jamie A. Deimolino

Army Reserve Spc. Everad Lewis
dreamed about being a firefighter.
He said that serving in Irag has
allowed him to serve his country,
and be the man he neaded to be,

(story)

To read more stories from the men and women in the U.5.
military, link here. To watch video stories, link here to the
Pentagon Channel and click on the top left tab "Why | Serve.

Honoring Those Who Made the Ultimate Sacrifice
Remembering the Victims at the Pentagon

Defense Link Web Special 9-11 Web Page

U.S. Army Web Page Special - Timeline of Terrorism
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Media Availahlhty at Fort Leonard Wood

“There have always been times in a war, in an insurgency when things look bleak and when things look difficult and they are
difficult...there have always been people that have said, “it's not worth the cost, it's not worth the price.” And people said it about the
Korean War, people said it about World War Ii...you look back and you see the accomplishment that was made. | mean, the countries
that were fascist and Nazis in italy, German, and the Japanese situation - in all three, people said they're not ready for democracy
and yet during the 55 years of the Cold War they were bulwarks against the communist expansion from the Soviet Union. For many,
many months and years it was untidy, it was difficult, it was slow, it was hard, just as it was hard on the Korean peninsula. | think
people need fo recognize that if we're steadfast and if we're purposeful that there isn't reason in the world we can't be successful and
those 50 miltion people (in Iraq and Afghanistan) can’t become areas of stability and peace in that part of the world.” (transcript)

- Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld,

. Fort Leonard Wood, Mo., Sept. 14, 2004

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Speaks at National POW/MIA Recognition Day

“The recovery and retum of our missing Americans can mean years of painstaking effort. Some 600 men and women, both military
and civilians, around the world take part in everything from diplomatic negotiations and field operations to forensic analysis. They are
tireless and dedicated. And through their latest efforts, the remains of falien Americans have just been recovered in North Knrea and
are now headed home." (transcript)

Deputy Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
The Pentagon, Sept. 14, 2004

In the News

Agencies Must Cooperate to Win Terror War, Pace Says
WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 - In the fieids and deserts of the Middle
2 1 | East, Americans already are working toward a joint interagency ideal.

They just have to ignore their superiors to make it work, the vice
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said here today. Marine Gen.
Peter Pace toid the attendees at the 2004 Eisenhower National
Security Conference that agencies throughout the government must
cooperate {0 win the global war on terrorism. {story)

" 'National POW/MIA Recognition Day

American Impatience Strength and Weakness, Deputy Says
WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 -- Americans are an impatient pecple,
Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz said, adding that this is
both strength and a weakness. Wolfowilz spoke at the Eisenhower
LS. Air Force General-Richard B. Myers chaiman of the Jomt - | | Nationat Security Conference on Sept. 14. He said Americans must

g’;ﬁz E,_f Eﬁﬁy?ﬁﬁmfﬁggiﬁ'&riiﬁcﬁgﬁ155“ | remain patient to win the war on terrorism. “We will win, but victory
- Company, 21i Aviation Battation, £t Belvoir, Va. pr;ld sthe will not be marked by anything as dramatic as the (Japanese World
“helicopter ﬂyuv&r dting the Matmnal FOW/MIA Recng"itmn Day War |1} surrender aboard the USS Missouri or the coliapse of the
. ‘ghservance atthe Pentagon on Sept: 14, 2004. (DoD pheteby. - | | Berlin Wall (signifying the end to the Cold War),” he said. (story)

'__-Hﬂi’emf-’- Shmawmmm&mm I@mm
Irag Adds First Female Offlcer to Army’s Medical Corps

“Why | Serve” - Air Force Senior Airman Stephanie Henvy of the BAGHDAD, iraq, Sept. 14 - The Iraqi army added its first female

Jfat im;;mf' ; ications Sﬂ”.adm: Eﬂsﬁd atLangley Air Force Base, medical officer here as part of the government's continuing effort to
ain ?u hakE:;?; aaﬁarzlgp .,e R ?:r.\‘aper; and idcatrr:e n, | k“e’:LL"" fully integrate both genders into its armed forces. The officer, a
Yo  Read her Story and others at the hy dentist assigned to the Iragi Armed Forces’ Surgeon General's office

| Serve web page. To watch video "Why | Serve® stories, go to the
Pentagon Channet . For stories about Americans who jeinsd the
Armed Forces after 3-11, go to the America's Cali to Action page.

as a staff officer, will compiete three months of advanced training at
Harvard Medical School in Bostoen prior to her service. (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Outlines How the U.S. Military s Changing to Confront New Threats

“Today, in testimony to Congress, i will cutline changes under way in the Department of Defense to transform our military to confront
these new threats, including changes in America's global posture. .. Transformation is about more than just new ways of fighting. It's
about new ways of thinking. Today, our forces are stfll situated in large part as if little has changed for the iast 50 years - as if, for
exampte, Germany is still bracing for a Soviet tank invasion across its northern plain. In South Korea, our troops have been virtually
frozen in place where they were when the Korean War ended in 1953. So we have developed, in frequent consultation with our allies
and with Congress, a set of new concepts fo govern the way we will align ourselves in the cﬂmmg years and decades.” (link} (fext)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid
Op-ed, San Diego Union-Tribune, Sept. 23, 2004

Media Availability With Lt. Gen. Sharp on Iragi Security Forces -
“The Iraqi Security Force recruiting is not a problem. it continues, We get many, many Iraqls who | think are really answering to

Prime Minister Allawi's call that security is the responsibility of Iraqis and that's the only way that it will end. And they are standing up
to that test. We are working very closely in partnership with Iragis across the board. And as | said earfier, that is making a huge
difference for Iragi security forces to stand up and do well these operations where they see their leaders from Allawi all the way down
at the local level standing up and taking responsibility. Gen. (David) Petraeus has started schools. We're working very closely with our
units to develop thuse mid- and lower-level leadership qualities that are needed throughout there.” {transcript} (story}
U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Walter Sh:arp, director of strategic plans on the Joint Staff
- The Pentagon, Sept. 20, 2004

- In the News
Abizaid Pledges to Root Out, Destroy Zargawi Terror Network
WASHINGTON, Sept. 22 - The L1.5. general responsible for U.8. military
operations from the Horn of Africa to Central and Southwest Asia pledged
today to destroy "piece by piece” the terror network of fugitive Jordanian
terrorist Abu Musab al-Zargawi. Army Gen. John Abizaid, commander of
J.S. Central Command, met briefly with reporters along with Secretary
Rumsfeld and U.S. Ambassador to Iraq John D. Negroponte following a
closed Senate briefing. Zargawi is believed to have personally decapitated
several hostages whose gruesome deaths were recorded and posted on.
extremist Web sites. {(story)

New Wah Site Offers Information on Terrorist In::ir.lan'ts, Groups
WASHINGTON, Sept. 22 - A nonprofit organization dedicated to

3 preventing terrorism on U.S. soil has launched a Web site that provides
g raqunrﬂe Mrn:ster ﬁ ﬁd " a'm and Presr da o Bu sh hnl ci a press " extensive information on global terrorist incidents and organizations. The

 confesence i he Rose Garden n Sépt. 23, 2004. Thie piime in ;ster . National Memorial Institute for the Prevention of Terrorism, known as

_l_"sald lFanE thanked, God: Ameuca and its allies that Saddanm | |sgme | MiPT, is funded by the Department of Homeland Security. (story}
;_;meprmemumsteralsa addeessed a joint session of Congress, . -+ : |
“Secretary Rumnstéld will welcome the prime minister to the F'entagun on Iragi Translator's Service Comes at High Cost

Fndéﬂ (White House ohote) dranscripf fstor -~ 0 - | ANBAR PROVINCE, Iraq, Sept. 22 - Sally's children were taken away from

her mare than six months ago. Her husbhand beat her. Her brother

threatensd her life while holding a gun to her head. Her own father

Wiry | SERvE

An occupationat therapy assistant at Brooke Army Medical cuntr_acteq her dqam lwith a $5,000 reward. Sally, an Iraq| traflslator
Center in Texas, Army Staff Sgt. Heather Martin helps wounded | working with Multinational Force laq, lost everything by worl_:lng to help
troops from Iraq and Afghanistan rebuiid their lives. " may not Americans rebuild Iraq. Stifl, she feels her service with Amencang is the
actually be on the front fines, but somebody has to be there for right thing for her country. "f lost everything | have, but | have gained so
the soldiers when they get back 1o help them get to the point much," Sally said. "If | had to do it over again | would. | heip the Americans,
where they can be soldiers again,” she said. (Why | Serve sforiesy | | NeIP MY people.” (story)
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Recruiting Numbers Are Good

... the recruiting numbers are generally very good...for example, on recruiting, the Army is at about 101 percent of goal and Navy is
100 percent, Marine Corps is at 103 percent, Air Force is at 100 percent of goals. We've got a soft spot in retention in one area, but

basically things are very good.” {transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Sept. 28, 2004

Interview with Hoppy Kercheval, WCHS-AM Radio, Charleston, W.V.

Secrefary Rumsfeld Highlights Progress in Irag

‘A little over a year-and-a-half ago, {Iraq} was the only nation on the face of the earth that was on a weekly basis firing at our aircraft
and forcing the U.N. resolutions in the northern and southem no-fly zones. It was a country that harbored and sheltered terrorists. It
was & country that was paying $25,000 or $20,000 to the families of suicide bombers; rewarding them, encouraging that. And here
we are, 18 months later, and Iraq is a free nation, with a new government determined to defeat the extremists and to hold elections.
Every Iraqi deserves the right to vote. We and the government of Iraq intend to see that the elections are held, intend to see that they
are held on time, and to do...everything possible to see that that happens, and to see that every Iragi has the right to vote.”

{transcript) -

~ Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, Sept. 24, 2004
Media availability following meeting with Prime Minister Allawi
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Marines with Weapans Company, 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, talk

-~ withlocal officials abaut the security of the votsr registration-and ballot sites

ihin their area of operation in Khows!, Afghanistan, on Sept. 2. The
. battalion is currently conducting security assessments of eacti district voter

-~ Tegistration and ballot site in the Khiowst region 1o prepare forthe Oct. § -
Afghan elections {U.S. Marine C_ﬁfps phato by Lance Cpl. Justin M. Mason)- -

.. Afghanistan Elections Security

in the News

Despite Challenges, Iragi Forces 'in.the Fight' -
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28~ Although insurgents are making things
difficult, the task of training, equipping and depicying new lraqi
security forces is progressing, Army Lt Gen. David H. Petraeus
wrote in a Sept. 26 commentary published in the Washington Post.
Petraeus, commander of the Multinational Security Transition
Command Iraq, is charged with overseeing effarts to prepare Iragis
to assume security of their country. [n the past few months, he
noted, 7,500 Iragis signed up for the new Iragi Army, while 3,500
new Iraqi police recruits recently reported for training. (story)

Chairman Poses Question fo Counterterror Experts
ALEXANDRIA, Va., Sept. 27 - As the United States continues the
global war on terrorism, the question officials should ask is, "Are we
being as bold and innovative as we need to be?" Air Force Gen.
Richard B. Myers, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, posed
the question ¢ officials attending a counterterrorism conference. "
don't want to ask that question after what we are now calling 10/12
-- the next 9/11," he said. "The time {o ask the question is now."

{story)

Commentary: Your Vote Counts By Spc. Nicole Waich

Wity | SERvE
WASHINGTON, Sept. 28 - " just love knowing that I'm part of taking
care of this country and making sure that we keep all the freedoms that
we have now,” said Air Force Staff Sgt. Georgina Baldwin. "l just love it.
| love the military. It's just iike one big family.” Baldwin, an allergy and
immunization technician, serves in the 347th Medical Operations
Squadron at Moody Air Force Base in Georgia. {Why 1 Serve s

BAGHDAD, Iraq (Army News Service, Sept. 29) - Time is running
out to make your vole count to help decide who leads our country
info the future. The 2004 November general election is just around
the comer, and U.S. service members deployed overseas are
encouraged to exercise thair right to vote fhrough absentee
balfloting, which is part of the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens
Absentee Voting Act. (story)
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- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses The Council on Foreign Relations
“From the outset of this conflict it was clear that our Coalition had to go on the offense against terrorists. The goals inciuded the
need to pursue terrorists and their regimes that provide them aid and comfort, havens; to establish relationships with new allies and
boister international coalitions to prosecute the war; to improve considerably America's homeland defense; and to advance freedom
and democracy, and to work with moderate leaders to undermine terrorism's ideological foundation.” (transcript) {release) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
New York, NY, Oct. 4, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Reiterates Opposition to Draft .
“‘We do not need a draft. We've got...295 miflion people in this country and we have an active force of about a 1.4 million and we
are having no trouble at all attracting and retaining the people that we need to serve in the Armed Forces. The people are all
volunteers. And if #t happened that we didn't have enough people to serve, all we have to do is what anyone else in the country
would do and that's increase the incentives and make it a more attractive thing for people to do. So the idea of usmg compulsion
and going back to a draft in this day and age | think is just a terrible idea and | would fight it vigorously.” (transcript) {letter)

(Note, HR 163 to reinstitute the draft was defeated in the House of Representatives 402-2 on Oct. 5)

Secretary Rumsfeld
Radio Interview with WABC's Sean Hannity, Oct. 4, 2004

U.S. Commander Notes OEF Successes

WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 ~ Three years after the Coalition
began combat operations against the Taliban and al Qaseda in
Afghanistan, the Afghan people are just days away froma
presidential election expected to be a major stahilizing effort in
a lynchpin country in the war on terror, said Army Lt Gen.
David W. Barno, commander of Combined Forces Command
Afghanistan. He said credit for this "awesome
accomplishment’ goes largely to the “very unsung, very heroic
work” being performed by U.S. soldiers, sailors, airmen and
Marines supporting Operation Enduring Freedom. (story}

.......

Saddam Had WMD Ambitions
WASHINGTON, Oct. 7 - Saddam Hussein “clearly had
ambitions with respect to weapons of mass destruction,” the

” . , head of the fraq Survey Group that searched Iraq for weapons
: Sat?aﬁncgtzm and caeﬁ;ﬁ:{?;;ﬂiﬂﬂgﬁﬂfmﬂﬁ.." pany, fﬁ - | of mass destruction told the Senate Armed Services
; Regim SECUety o he. | Committee Oct. 6. The former dictator intended to resume

WMD production in the event U.N. economic sanctions placed
on Irag after the 1991 Persian Gulf War were lifted, Charles A.

D

. voter.fegistration.and balot sites withip their area of operation in: Khowst,
:_:_Afghmmtan Sent 2& {{J S !ﬂanne Cnrps phutu hy Lanﬂe Cp¥ Justm M. Masnn]

Duelter said. {story)

Into A_fghamstan_ N Reduction Doesn't Lessen U.S. Commitment to Europe
Fmim«*“ @u‘e TE*"E‘E*‘EE‘%E - WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 - A drop in the number of U.S. forces
Cperaton Ef dumng Freecon NemsdYees . in Europe does not mean any lessening in U.S. commitment to
' ' ' — ' the continent, the commander of U.S. European Command

T said. The United States will realign its forces in Europe "o
»Read‘pnmrg ahqutme Sﬁ&ar annwarsa!ynf Gp&raﬂmﬁﬂﬂﬂf!ﬂﬁ Fm meet the family of threats that face us in a way that is more

. an ess made in A v paqe i : : : :
iﬁﬂﬁw Lo EEH“'E*H'L (EEia"l‘E{Siﬁ it oo | | suitable,” said Marine Gen. Jim Jones. {story)

ﬂ"ﬁ:ﬁ%‘ '\-q--ﬁ-.l-‘i—--'ll“f'.dw—-'\ .'\_-\.- PO .g..u.--\.
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From th_e Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Talks About Irag Progress. Coalition’s Mission at Town Hall With U.S. Troops

*Despite the terror, despite the infimidation, tens of thousands of Iragis have voluntesred, and they continue to volunteer. And they're
protecting their country. They performed bravely in Najaf and in Samarra. And since the beginning of this year, over 700 iraqi security forces
have been kilied. 0 they're not hiding in their baracks. They're out there serving their country. And there are now something close to
100,000 Iraql security forces. We expect to have 150,000 by the end of January when the elections are to be held. The goal is to go up over
200, towards 225-plus thousand in the pericd thereafter. This is their country. 1t will be Iragis who will have to build this country. It will be
raqis that will have to defend this country. And our task, this Coalition's task, is to be here for a period and create an environment where
they can do that, where they can make this a single nation at peace with its neighbors, without weapons of mass destruction, a country that
creates a powerful influence in the region for the good.” {transcript) {slory) (story)

Secretary Donaid H. Rumsfeld
Al Asad, iraq, Oct. 10, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Highlights Progress in Afghanistan

"Afghanistan just had a historicat election. | recognize that the media will flyspeck that election and say: well, this was not perfect, that
happened...but it was an enormous accomplishment. Three years ago in Afghanistan the Al-Qaeda was launching an attack against the
United States that killed 3,000 people. Three years ago the Taliban was using the soccer stadium in Kabul to chop off peopie's heads
instead of play soccer. And not withstanding all the comments in the media that it was a quagmire, that this wouldn't work and that was
going to go bad and everything was terrible, the fact is they have just had an election. It is breathtaking! The great sweep of human history
s for freedom. We see that in this region, we have seen it in Afghanistan, and let there be no doubt we are going fo see it in Irag.”

(transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
SKopje, Former Yugosiav Republic of Macedonia, Oct. 11, 2004

-

In the News

Rumsfeld: Transformation Moving NATQ Into 21st Century
PCIANA BRASQOV, Romania, Oct. 12 - Initiatives designed to expand NATO's
capabiiities are helping the alliance to better confront 21st-century challenges
such as global terrorism, Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said. For example,
NATO's recently estahlished rapid response force "will help the entire alliance
rmove into the 21st century.” Rumsfeld is attending the Oct. 13-14 NATO informal
defense ministerial meetings. Now with 26 member nations, NATQ has also
e TR . - | expanded its chemical-biological warfare capabilities. With NATO deployments to

R WA ot T SR S < PR | | the Balkans, Afghanistan and lraq, the alliance has also moved outside of its
RN TR 5 NP AR fraditional sphere of operations. (story)
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R T YFEEE A M. W | | Peaceful Afghan Elections a ‘Milestone' for Country -
/ kocal Afghans and United Nations consultarits unload ballots of . | WASHINGTON, Oct. 13-The presidential elections in Afghanistan on Oct. 9 were
b firf presidentia election from 2 1 Avation Regiment a "milestone” in the history of the troubled country, said a Coalition spokesman in

- Chiinook Helicopter at Bagrami Air Field, Afghanistan, en'Oct, - | | 1cabul. Army Mai ~ :
e i A A i . Army Mai. Scoft Nelson said Afghans "demonstrated to all on Saturday
HM{US Aqmay photo by 1st Lt Patricia S‘""Eﬂ}-.f-st'—ﬁfﬁ | | their powerful courage and resoive in the face of terrorist propaganda and threats

of intimidation and viclence." (story)

Missile Defense and Broast Cancer Research i :
HUNTSVILLE, Ala., Oct. 8 -The U.S. Army Space and Bin Laden Hunt Continues 24/7, DoD Leaders Report

Missile Defense Command’s Technical Center is WASHINGTON, Gct; 10 - The manhunt for 0§§ama bin Lalden cuntipues "avery
investigating whether or not missite defense technology day, 24 hours a day,” the commander of Coalition forces in Afghanistan told NBC

can be used to improve mammoaram imagary. The News. Army Lt. Gen, David W. Bamo said "a very, very desdir:ated,. highly capable
researchers are hgping to knuwog.!hether Dg nrgt tha element” is committed {o the effart and they're "looking at the injelligence and ...

approach will work by January 2005. (sfory) ready to respond.” (story) |

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

All informaticn derived frorm apen stwrces. No endorsement impled.




Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense Oct. 21. 2004

www.defendamerica.mil www.pentagonchannel mif

From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld Reiterates Opposition to the Draft
“This Is a mischievous political effort that’s being made to frighten young men and women. The truth is we do not need a draft, We're not
going to have a draft. There is a law that exists on the books passed by Congress that requires that there be a selective service system and
that it requires that they make assessments from time to time about various siilf sets, But there is not a draft. There will not be a draft. | was
one of the first people that opposed the draft back in the 1960s when | recommended we move fo an all-volunteer service when | was a
congressman from the state of lllinois and introduced legislation to achieve what we finally achieved in 1969 and 1970. We've got 295
million peopie in this country. We have 1.4 miltion on active duty and another 865,000 in the Guard and Reserve. And it is not a problem at
all atiracting and retaining the people we need to serve in the armed forces. Every one of them is a volunteer. | just looked at the recruiting
numbers here. The Army and the Navy are at 100 percent of their targets in goal; the Marine Corps is at 100 percent and the Air Force is at

101 percent. So the idea that we need a draft is false and mischievous and, in my view, nothing better than a scare technique.” (transcript)
(story) (related story)

| | Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Radio Interview with Bob Guthrie, WOAI-AM Radio, San Antonio, Texas
Oct. 20, 2004

Lt. Gen. Barno Briefs on Afghanistan Election Successes

"...the Tafiban threatened, they cajoled; they intimidated; but when election day came, they essentially were absent from the battlefield.
They were not out there except in very, very, very small numbers across the country. Number one, that's a huge face loss for them for their
role in that part of the world...The big -- not only is it a big defeat to have the election take place, despite all their threats against if, and their

specific targeting of the election process, but it's also a big defeat for them to make all of the threats they've made and then essentially not
show up to follow through on any of those threats.” (franscript) {story) |

Lt. Gen. David W. Barno, Commander, Combined Forces Command-Afghanistan
The Pentagon, Oct. 19, 2004

=t .

In the News o NewFriends . ... . °
- Alleged Troop Mutiny Was 'Isolated Incident,' General Says " T v s Lo ~
WASHINGTON, Oct. 18 -The commanding general of a group of - 0 B '-“

soldiers that allegedly refused to take part in a recent convoy .
operation in Iraq told reporters the event was an “isclated
incident.” Army Brig. Gen. Jim Chambers, commanding general
of the 13% Corps Support Command, confirmed that about 18
reserve soldiers with the 3437 Quartermaster Company didn't
accompany a recent fuel supply convoy, (story)

Fast Tracking - Army Reserve Speeds fragj Army Training
WASHINGTON, Oct. 8 -The U. S. Army Reserve's 98th Division

{Institutional Training) is heading to Irag to take the lead in a
historic fraining venture. The Reserve division will speed the
fraining of the new Iraqi Army and provide command and control
as part of the Army's new Foreign Army Training Assistance

Command or FA-TRAC. {story) ASRIT LS TU  du A L S
U soldiers from the 15t Cavalry Divisoris Company A, 20 Batalion,

Disabled Soldier Support System Helping Wounded Troops Sth Infantry Regiment, stap to play ball with some boys inThawra, Iraq,

WASHINGTON, Oct, 20 - Six months after introducing its Ot 72004, (U2 Meprproto Sy Doty Oty st Slase Jeemy LW L

program to help severely disabled soldiers and their families tap

into services available to them through the m:_lltaryr and the Troop Profiles - Deployed Physician Dedicated to Duties
Department of Velerans Affairs, the officer who oversees the MUGDADIYAH. Iraq. Oct 21 - Aftér being deploved now for over 10 %
program said it's sending a strong message that the military is - 1aq, Lt & belng Fepoy ’

: e months, U.S. Army Maj. (Dr.) Lisa Dewitt is still bubbling over with
standing by them at their time of need. [story) enthusiasm. "l feel fike | am the luckiest girl in the world,” she said. (story}
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Afghanistan Progress

... The Soviet Union took 2[00,000] or 300,00C troaps, | believe, and attempted to
subdue Afghanistan and they lost the war. We had less than 20,000 and we won. The
Tealiban are gone, the al Qaeda are out of there. They've had an eleciion. They have a
constitution. Women voted. The people voted for the first time in the history of that
country. It was a breathtaking accomplishment. And for anyene to be running around
fiyspecking what took place in Afghanistan, when we just had this brilliant, unbelievable
historic election...and that country is on a path of 23 million people liberated, on a path
towards being respectful o its various diverse elements, is beyond comprehension.”

(transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Radio Interview with WLW-AM Cincinnati, Oct. 26, 2004

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses the Association of the U.S. Army Annual Meeting
*... The Army is restructuring and retraining the active component and the reserve
components to achieve a more appropriate 21st century balance to get a distribution of
skill sets between the active force and the reserve components to fit this new century...
and so that Reservists and Guardsmen will be called somewhat less often, possibly for
shorter periods of time, and with somewhat more predictability.” {transcript) {story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid

Washington, Oct. 27, 2004

In the News
Officials Say Chances of Enamy Ordnance Move Nearly Nil
WASHINGTON, Oct. 27 - The chances that enemy forces moved 377 tons of heavy
ordnance out of the Al Qagaa arms facilty after U.S. forces arrived in the area are nearly
impossible, said Army Col. David Perkins, who commanded the American troops who took
the area during major combat operations in iraq in 2003, Perkins, now assigned to the Joint
Staff, said it is "highly improbable” that the enemy was able to take the explosives out any
time after .S, forces arrived in the area, it would require *that the enemy sneaks a convoy
of 10-ton trucks in and joads them up in the dark of night and infiltrates them in YOUr CoNvoy
and moves out,” he said. "That's kind of a stretch too far.” (story) (franscript)

Apparent Karzai Victory in Afghanistan a Big Win for Democracy

WASHINGTON, Oct. 28 - Aithough the Joint Election Management Body won't officially
certify results of the Afghan elections for a few more days, interim President Hamid Karzai
appears to be the clear winner, the U.S, ambassador fo Afghanistan said Oct. 27. (story)

BRAC '05 to Support DoD Transformation

WASHINGTON, Oct. 26 - The 2005 base reafignment and closure initiative will be different
from previous rounds in that it will directly contribute to DoD's iransformation efforts, a top
DoD official said here Oct. 25. BRACs conducted between 1988 and 1995 closed 97 mifitary
bases and realigned 57, Raymond DuBois, deputy undersecretary of defense for
instadlations and environment, told attendees at the Association of the U.S. Army's annual
meeting here, Officials foday estimate the department still carries about 23 percent excess
Infrastructure. The 2005 BRAC will be unique in that besides paring no-longer-needed -
facilities, it wilt aiso support fransformation goals, thereby making DoD better prepared for

Back in Action |

Oct. 24, 2004 - Several members of a team of
service membpers who lost limbs in Afghanistan and
Iraq prepare to run the annual Army Ten-Miler, Army
Capt. Bavid Rozelle, who lost part of his rightieg in a
tand mine explosion in Iraq, spearheaded the effort
to assembie a team of amputees from Walter Reed
Army Medicat Center for the Washington race. ‘It's
guts, nothing but guts,” he said. "Some may walk,
but that's okay, What matiers is that they will finish.”
(Fhoto by Sat. Lorie Jewell} (story)

Draft Rumors False, Secretary Writes
The peculiar thing about myths is that even the
most far-fetched can be nearly impossible to
extinguish. This is especially so when there is a
vested interest in some quarters in keeping
them alive. Like many Americans, | have
recentiy heard a great deal of misinformed talk
about a so-called "secret plan” to bring back the
draft. This plot is so secret that it doesn't exist.
Neither our commander in chief nor the
secretary of defense know anything about

it. That's hacause it simply is not true. Let me be
even more emphatic on that point. To my
knowledge, in the time | have served as
secretary of defense, the idea of reinstating
draft has hever been debated, endorsed,
discussed, theorized, pondered or even
whispered by anyone in the Bush

combating 21st century threats like global terrorism, DuBois observed. {story)
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From the Podium

President Vows to Continue Fighting the Global War on Terror

“We will help the emerging democracies of Iraq and Afghanistan so they can grow in strength and defend their freedom.
Apd then our servicemen and women will come home with the honor they have earned. With good allies at our side, we
will fight this war on terror with every resource of our national power so our children can live in freedom and in peace.”

{transcript) (story)

President George W, Bush
Washington, Nov. 3, 2004 -

In the News

Insurgent Barricades Tarqeted As Fallujah Action Increases
WASHINGTON, Nov. 4 - U.S. military and Iraqi security forces stepped up

offensive operations against insurgent strongholds in Fallujah overnight by
attacking several fortified fighting positions in the city. Marines with the 1st Marine
Expeditionary Force, with the help of Air Force bombers using precision-guided
munitions, destroyed several barricaded positions in the northeastem part of the
city. A second offensive operation by the Air Force and Marine Corps targeted
insurgent barricades in the southeast. During both operations, several *known"
anti-Iragyi fighting positions were destroyed, military officials said. {story)

First NATO Coursae for Iraqg Begins in Norway

WASHINGTON, Nov. 4 - Key raqi civilian and military leaders arrived at the
NATO Joint Warfare Centre in Norway this week to attend an eight-day pilot
fraining course designed to teach them how to promoie civil-military cooperation
as they build their security institutions. Ninateen mid- and high-ranking Iragi
securty personnel are participating in the first training conducted outside of Iraq in
support of the fraining mission announced by NATO Secretary-General Jaap de
Hoop Scheffer at the alliance's Istanbul Summit in June. At the summit, 26 heads
of state and government declared "full support" for the interim government in Irag
and pledged to help frain Iraq's security forces. (story)

Judge's Ruling Pauses Anthrax-Vaccination Program

WASHINGTON, Nov. 2 - The Defense Department has temporarily paused the
anthrax vaccination program because of an injunction issued by the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia. Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs
Dr. William Winkenwerder emphasized the injunction was not related to the safety
or effectiveness of the vaccine, but rather fo a technical issue as to whether the
Food and Drug Administration followed a proper procedure when it issued a rule
about the vaccine one year ago. (story)

Defense Act Increases Pay, Provides Benefits

WASHINGTCN, Nov. 1 - President Bush signed the $420.6 billion National
Defense Authorization Act Oct. 28. The bill raises the end-strength level of the
Army and Marine Corps by 20,000 and 3,000, respectively. Army end-strength will
be set at 502,000; Marines, 178,000. tn addition, the bill funds a 3.5 percent
across-the-board pay raise for service members and eliminates out-of-pocket
expenses for housing by increasing the basic allowance for housing. The bill also

allows the base realignment and closure process (BRAC) to move forward. The

House version of the bilt would have delayed the process for two years. (story}
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Soldiers qllmpsa futura :apabllitms

WASHINGTON, Nov. 3 - Soldiers of the future will head
into battle with lighter loads, enhanced body protection,
better chow, and more portable electrical power.
Technoicgies like nanotechnology and photovoltaics —
evolving methods that are responsible for much of the
improvements —were part of a recent forum cn
“Equipping the Soldier for the 21st Gentury” at the
Association of the United States Army annual meeting.
Using nanatechnology, scientists and engineers envision
the soldier of the future in a battle uniform that can stop:
or slow bullets and other projectites, repel water, monitor
health and automatically deliver medicines to treat
injuries. The forum also included a demonstration of the
new combat uniform. The uniform has been field tested

| by Stryker Brigade Soldiers in iraq. {story)
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Thank You From Qur Leaders

“America’s military forces are the finest in the world...Qur Nation is also
graieful for the military families who serve our country by giving their
suppori to these brave individuzls. As we continue to fight terrorism and
advance peace around the world, America stands behind you and the
members of our Armed Forces.”

President George W. Bush

‘Qur Army has a tough mission and they need the support of husbands
and wives, children and parents, brothers and sisters. Our families and
communities are what make our Army and this country strong.”
Kenneth Q. Preston

Sergeant Major of the Army

‘ttis no small job being in & Navy family.,.| am sure { speak for all
Sailors when | say thank you. Thank you for your understanding when
duty keeps us apart. Thank you for supporting us when times get
tough. But most of all, thank you for your love and support that gives us
the strength to serve.”

Terry D. Scott

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy

"We know that military service brings many sacrifices - missed
holidays, baligames and dance recitals. Your willingness to stand

strong in the face of those sacrifices is vital to the effectiveness of our

force...Qur Air Force is better because of the families who stand behind
it.”

Gerald R. Murray

Chief Master Sergeant of the Alr Force

“The role of the family is critical to military success. Guard and Reserve
members can stay focused on their mission when they know their
families support them in the Global War on Terror...1 thank you for your
steadfast backing and support.”

Lawnence W, Holland

Command Sergeant Major, OASD Seventh Senior Enlisted Advisor
Reserve Affairs

“We are certain that you have felt the additional strains of increased
homeland security operations but frust that you understand the many
challenges that cantinue to face our great country.”

Frank Welch

Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard

“Regan Kligthermes,’3, leans thé: controls of an AH-64 Apadhe
higlicopter with the hefpoi’herfa@&n;ﬂdal Ken Klisthermes, ea(ecuﬁve
“officer of the, st Cavalry Division’s 1stEatI:airﬂﬁ Bth Cavalry Reglrrﬁnt
held-on Fort Hood, Texas. The stafic d‘rsplajt was part of the unifs ' v
-Family Day celebration that alsp.included 3 BBQ; a:mslt#um the
Houston Texans Cheerleaders; humvee ridés and ah
‘ famuy dunng thiir field tranlng {U 8, Am—ny phntt} by Spc I{eﬂy Huntj

ity to see

The Military Assistance Program Family Center Intemet Site, provided by the
Deputy Assistant-Secretary for Defense for Personnel Support, Families and
Education, provides many links to resources for military families. (link fo site)

For Armed Setvices YMCA, November All About Family
By Samantha L. Quigley
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1- It began about two decades ago as
part of The Great American Family preject. Then in 1996, the
Armed Services YMCA expanded Miitary Family Week, which
occurred around Thanksgiving, into Military Family Month,

And just like the week grew into a month-long celebration, so too
military families have been growing in number and percentage of
force, said retired Navy Rear Adm. Frank Gallo, director of the
Armed Services YMCA, "When | came in the service back in the
Dark Ages, most of the froops were single. Everybody was
single," he said. Now, he added, 65 percent to 70 percent of
service members are married, many with childrer, This makes
the family a big part of the military, and the health of those
families is a big part of the readiness of the military, he said, The
ASYMCA, part of the national YMCA, is dedicated to supporting
ongoing outreach activities for these families. Military Family
Month puts a little extra focus on supporting families. This is
especlalty true since the beginning of the conflicts in Afghanistan
and lraq, Galio said. Galio said the war on terror has brought out
the good in a lot of people. "Amerncan people are generous o a
fault. That's a really good part of what's come out of this war,” he
said. Military Family Month continues throughout November.

(full story)
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Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Irag's Future

(transcript)

‘From the Podium

“It's important for all elements in that country to feel they have a stake in the future of the country if the country is to be successfut.
The Iraqi government has been reaching out to all elements. | have high confidence that there will be elections, that they will be on
time and that they’ll be successful. And when one looks at this country and recognizes the fierce struggle that existed here 20 years
ago and the success they've had despite the fact that there was awar raging during their election, | think it proves that the great
sweep of human history is for freedom. We've seen that in this country, we've seen it in Afghanistan, and | believe we'll see it in Iraq.”

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Press Conference in El Salvador, Nov. 12, 2004

AMERICA SUPPORTS YOU

.

OUR MILITARY MEN & WOMEN

w

In the News

Fallujah Secure, But Not Yet Safe, Marine Commander Says
WASHINGTON, Nov. 18 - Although the Iragi city of Fallujah is

Supporting Those Who Defend Us |
The Defense Depariment today launches “America Supports You,"a
nationwide campaign to recognize citizens’ support for U.S. froops
serving at home and abroad. The efforts of the American paople
hationwide help build the morale of our servicemen and women who
defend freedom and fight tyranny. “America Supports You" spotiights
what cifizens, groups and businesses are doing for the troops and their
families. Visit the "America Supports You" website to read stories, share
your own, and download material. www.americasupportsyou.mil

secure now that Marines there control the city, it is not yet safe for
residents to retum, the commander of the 1st Marine Expeditionary -
Force said during a briefing to reporters. Marine Lt. Gen. John F.
Sattler said he cannot consider the city safe until Marines have
gone through every house and purged the fown of weapons and
insurgents, "who may want to fight to the death.” (story}

Rumsfeld Lauds Successes, Promotes Inter-Ametican Stability
QUITO, Ecuador, Nov. 18 - Defense ministers from 34 nations

throughout the Western Hemisphere opened the Defense
Ministerial of the Americas to discuss ways to improve inter-
. American security. Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said he's

Secunn ¢ Infrastructure

- pR

river from a recently mortared bridge in Litafiyah, frag, on Nov. 13, 2004, to
. bridge reconstruction efforts. The bridge was severet]r damaged n repeated

" stabilify operations in the Northern Babil pravince. TLann:e Cpl. Sarah Bedvers)

:Mannes with the 24th Manne Expedntmnar:.r Umt (MEU} secure wire 20706 1 5
- keep possible floating improvised explosive devices from destroying the MEU's.

aftacks by anti-Iragi militants, The 24th MEU s curfently conducting security and

impressed by increased coordination already under way such as
maritime cooperation and increased parficipation in peacekeepmg

rnissions. {story)

Afghan Security Situation Continues to Show Improvement
WASHINGTON, Nov. 17 - Citing "significantly fewer" incidents
during Ramadan this year than in the past two years' nbservanc:es
the security situation in Afghanistan continues to show
improvement, a military spokesman said teday in the Afghan capital
of Kabul. "This is an important indicator of progress,” said Army
Maj. Scott Nelson, spokesman for Combined Forces Command
Afghanistan. "We attribufe this improvement in large part to the
strengthening of Afghanistan’s own security farces, especially the
Afghan Naticnal Army.” {story)

Myers Wraps Up lraq Trip With Meetings, Unit Visits
BAGHDALD, Irag, Nov. 16 - Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Gen. Richard B. Myers wrapped up his frip to Iraq with a series of
unit visits and high-levei meetings, including one with Prime
Minister Ayad Aliawi. Myers said that although he knows the way
ahead will continue to be "very, very tough,"” he is encouraged by
what he saw and heard during his visit, and he is optimistic about

Iraq's future, (slory)
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From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld, Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps
‘Predictably we're hearing from those who say the Iragis cannot pull off a fransition to democracy - can't be done. Let them telf that fo the people
of Afghanistan who braved the threats and viclence fo elect their first democratic president, or to the people of Asia or Eastern Europe, or Lafin
America, for that matter. History has shown in most every region of the world, when people are given a chance to rule their own lives, they seize

it. And why should we believe that the people of Irag will choose any differently?” (transcripf) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
The Pentagon, Nov. 23, 2004
Lt. Gen. Lance L. Smith Gives Operational Updates on Irag
“We are very pleased with operations in Fallujah. It happened the way it was planned. it was swift. There was overwhelming firepower that was put
in the right place at the right time. And | wouldn't say that we are in mopping up operations; that sounds like nathing's going on. There's some
intense fighting still going on in some pockets in Fattujah and we will confinue until those pockets are gone...We're going to find continued

evidence, we think, that we've severely disrupted the insurgents’ game plan as we go back and take a look at the exploitation of what we've done.”
franscript

Lt. Gen. Lance Smith, Deputy Commanding General, U.S. Central Command
| The Pentagon, Nov. 19, 2004

A Trnbute to Dur f.‘lilltary Vien and Wamen . : In the News
Rﬂd‘ Wﬁltﬂ ﬂﬂc{ (B[HB Rumsfeld Calls Lobbying Reports ‘Nonsense’
_ ® 202 WASHINGTON (Nov. 23} - Defense Secretary Donald H.
A a . Rumsfeld called published reports that he lobbied against the
R R f23% Senate intelligence bill "nansense." Rumsfeld spoke during a
Pentagon press conference. The intelligence bill is siafied in
Congress. The secretary said the Senate and House versions of
the biit are very close and that the conferees are trying to smooth
out the differences. Rumsfeld said he fully supports President
Bush's policy in regard to intelligence reform. "Needless 1o say, I'm
part of this administration,” Rumsfeld said. "I support the
president's position.” (story)

Jones Outlines NATO, EUCOM Transformations
WASHINGTON {Nov. 23) - NATO and U.S. European Command
are shedding their Cold War-era structures and mindsets and
transforming to more effectively meet 21st-century threats, the

With Thanks for Our Troops - Red White and Blue Video

Thanksgiving Day Messages commander of U.S. European Command said here. Marine Gen,

| James L. Jones told reporters at the National Press Club that
“...on this Thanksgiving Day, | offer my thanks: Toour menand NATO is engaged in a variely of missions against threats
women in uniform for their steadfast devotion to our nation and to the unforeseen when the alliance formed in 1949, (story)
cause of liberty; to families and friends of those servicemen and
women for the strength, support, and encouragement they offer their Task Force Eagile Leaving Bosnia
loved ones; and to the families of the falien, for the sacrifices they TUZLA, Bosnia (Nov. 23) - Task Force Eagle, the U.S.-led effort of
have endured on behalf of a grateful nation and a future of freedom. the SFOR in Bosnia-Herzegovina, will case its colors during a
May God bless them ail this day and always. And may God continue disestablishment ceremony Nov, 24. {story)

to biess the United States of America.” - Secretary Rumsfeld (fink)
Huge Weapons Cache Unearthed in Northern Irag

"... Among the many blessings Americans can be thankful for is the MOSUL, iraq (Nov. 22} - Multi-national forces from the 1st

fact that every day, brave servicemen and women are willing to go | Brigade, 25th Infantry Division (Stryker Brigade Combat Team)
into harm’s way to defend our freedom. Whether far from home on unearthed Nov. 22 one of the largest weapons caches ever found
this great American holiday or in the company of family and friends, in northern frag, about 45 kilometers south of Mosul in the village
you are doing great work at an important time.” Gen. Myers {link} of Shafa'at. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

All infarmiation derived from open saurces. No sndorsement imgplied.




Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense

www.defendamerica.mil www.pentagonchannel.mil

Dec. 2, 2004

" From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Iragi Elections
“The Iraqi government has announced that they will go
forward with the elections. They fully infend 1o do
that. | expect them to do that, certainly we favor

that. My attitude about it is that the Iraqi people want
glections. The overwhelming majority of them are
determined to have elections, that there will be
elections, and that the eiections will give a strength to
the Iragi government that is important for the success
of that country, And the United States of America is
determined that those elections go forward.”

{transcript) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Inferview with WNDB-AM Radio, Daytona Beach, Fla.
Nov. 30, 2004

BG Rodriguez Discusses OIF Troop Rotations
“As you look closely through the timing of when the
people are rotating in and how they're rotating in, the
ground commander believes that the most
experienced troops are the ones he needs to stay
there longer during this critical time surrounding the
Iragi election. They're the ones who know the ground
best, who have worked with the people closest...And
as the ground commander assessed the situation on
the ground between the operation in Fallujah and the
results of that and what we were able to accomplish
there, and then as he looked forward he came forward
with this request.” {transcript} {story)
Brig. Gen. David Rodriguez
The Pentagon, Dec. 1, 2004

?AMERICA SUPPORTS YOU

* QOUR MILITARY MEN & WOMEN

Show Your Support for Our Troops - www.americasupportsyou.org

S 200NS Cache

Flags weapuns detnnatmrs am:i documents are found in the
complex of what appears 10 be a Red Gross and Red Crasnent
establishment in Fallujah, lraq on Nov. 18, 2004. (U.S. Marine
Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Jeremy W, Ferguson)

In the News

Coalition Plans to Keep Insurgents on Run, Commander Says
WASHINGTON, Dec. 1 - Successful military operations in Fallujah, Iraq, have
put insurgents and farmgn fighters on the run, and the military commander of
Coalition forces in iraq said today the city is "no longer held hostags to terror.”
In an interview from Baghdad with the Pentagon Channel, Army Gen. George
W. Casey Jr., commander of Multi-National Force-Iraq, said Coalition forces
have taken a "major step forward* in the campaign to end the insurgent
stronghold that has held the cily captive. Casey said eliminating Fallujah as a
safe haven "will ge a long way" toward helping the Iraqi peopie hold safe
eiections in January, and that a free and prosperous Irag will exert a stablllztng
effecl on the Middle East region. (story)

[rag Committed to Free, Fair, On-Tima Elections

WASHINGTON, Nov. 29 - Iraq's interim government is committed to holding
free and fair elections throughout the country as planned on Jan. 30 and is
actively working to prepare for that end, Iraqi Deputy. Prime Minister Barham
Salih said in London. (story)

Coalition Partners Increase Support in Irag
WASHINGTON, Nov. 22 - Two Coalition allies, Singapore and Denmark, have
agreed to extend their countries' support for Operation Iraqi Freedom, and
Japan is expected to follow suit in the weeks ahead. Denmark voted to increase
its troop strength in Afghanistan and to extend their tour by six months. (story)

Pace Visits U.S. Troops in Central Asia

WASHINGTON, Nov. 20 - Marine Gen. Peter Pace met thousands of U.S.
servicemembers duning a swing through Afghanistan, Uzbekistan and
Kyrgyzstan Nov, 20-24. Pace, the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
want to the region to thank American servicemembers for their contributions fo
the global war on terrorism. {story)

Authorization Act Funds 3.5 Percent Troop Pay Raise, Cuts Housing Costs
WASHINGTON, Nov. 26 - Money contained within the 2005 National Defense
Authorization Act will fund a 3.5 percent troop pay raise and eliminate
servicemembers' out-of-pocket costs for family housing. (story)

Army Helicopters Borrow NASCAR Windshield Technology
WASHINGTON, Nov. 29 - A laminate that protects NASCAR racecar
windshields from rocks and debris will soon give extra protection to Army
helicopiers flying in Irag and Afghanistan. The Army's Aviation Appiied
Technology Directorate at Fort Eustis, Va., started {esting the concept in March
and just got the green light to begin applwng the Mylar polyester cuatlng to the

- windshields of DpEI‘ﬂtiDnE] aircraft, {stom
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Responds to Soldier's Question on Armored Vehicles
| talked to the General coming out here about the pace at which the vehicles are being armored. They have been brought from all
over the world, wherever they're not needed, to a place here where they are needed. I'm told that they are being — the Army is — |
think it's something like 400 & month are being done. And i's essentially a matter of physics. itisn't a matter of money. itisn'ta
matter on the part of the Ammy of desire. it's a matter of production and capability of doing it. As you know, you go to war with the
Army you have. They're not the Army you might want or wish to have at a later time. Since the Irag conflict began, the Army has been
pressing ahead to produce the armor necessary at a rate that they believe - it's a greatly expanded rate from what existed previously,
but a rate that they believe is the rate that is all that can be accomplished at this moment.” {transcript) (story) {story) (story)

. Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Town Hall with Troops, Camp Buehring, Kuwait, Dec. 8, 2004

Lt. fa‘en. Steve Whitcomb Briefs Pentagon Press Corps on Armored Vehicles
‘| didn't -- as | said, | did not tatk to the soldier. Looking at his unit, he is assigned the 278th Brigade Combat Team, and so for their

unit they have not totally deployed into Iraq. They have started moving into lraq a couple days ago. But the objective and the
requirement for that unit is the same for all units -- that any wheeled vehicle that drives from Kuwait into iraq wilt have some level of
armor plating on it - level three, two or one, as we have discussed. And so I'm satisfied. That unit may not be cumplatety outfitted
| now, because it hasn't completed its deployment into Iraq, and that witl take place over some period of time. So we're continuing to
work feverishly to ensure that they meet our requirement, and that's that nobody goes north without it.” (transcript) (story)
Lt. Gen. Steve Whitcomb
Via teleconference from Kuwait, Dec. 9, 2004

Pre5|denttal Inau ¢ uratlon

President Hamid Karzai amives at the Presidential Palace to take the oath
of office in Kabul, Afghanistan, Dec 7, 2004. (SPC JOHNNY R. ARAGON,
55TH SIGNAL CO.) Vice President Cheney and Secretary Rumsfeld
attended the historic ceremony.

President Highlights “America Supports You” Web Site
Speaking to Marines and their families at Camp Pendleten, Calif.,
on Dec. 7, President Bush urged every American "o find some way
to thank our military and help out the military family down the
street” Bush urged people {o go to the Defense Department's
"America Supports You" Web site to learn about private efforts
being undertaken nationwide to show support for the troops. (story)

Log on to WWw.americasupportsyou.mil

In the News

Afghanistan’s First Elected President Takes Oath in Triumph

- KABUL, Afghanistan, Dec. 7 - The first freely elected president in

Afghanistan's 5,000-year history took the oath of office here today.
"Nothing makes me more hapefut to the future of this country and my
ability to serve it than the incredible experience of our country's
participation in recent elections,” President Hamid Karzai said in his

inauguration speech. {story)

Construction Making a 'Difference’ in iragi Neighborhoods
WASHINGTON, Dec. 9 - With more than 1,000 new construction
projects started in November, the iraqi peopie are "beginning to see a
difference in their neighborhoods," the military commander of the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers in lraq said. During a press briefing in
Baghdad, Army Brig. Gen. Themas Bostick, who heads the Corps' Gulf
Region Division, said a large percentage of the projects are set for
completion over the next five to six months. He added that some
projects, such as schools, may be completed even faster. (story)

Academy Fallout Will Change All Military Services
WASHINGTON, Dec. § - All servicemembers will deal with the fallout

from the sexual assault problems at the U.S. Air Force Academy,
Department of Defense officials said here Dec. 7. First, the department
"takes any and all aflegations of sexual harassment and sexual assauit
very seriously,” said Pentagon spokesman Larry Dt Rita. He said DOD
officials are commitied to improving pravention efforts, enhancing
support fo victims and increasing offender accountability. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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From the Podium

Bria. Gen. Jeffrey Sorenson Discusses Situation in Iraq, Armared Vehicles

‘Now | think, as has been expiained in many points and references, there's an art and science to this. As General Speakes mentioned with
the cultural aspect, the whole point of what we're doing there is to win the hearts and minds of that particular population in that country. You
don't do that by sitting -- staying in a vehicte, not getting out of the vehicle and not being exposed. So there is an art there from the
standpoint of what is the balance in-terms of protection that is required to that particular vulnerability where we're unprotected. And it's that
art and science that we're actually working with. On the science piece, you know, we have basically provided levels of protection, add-on
armor for the soidier, add-on armor for the vehicles, sophisticated systems to essentially defeat, sophisticated systems to identify; but
there's also a part of this that | think, as | mentioned before, we're trying to win the hearts and minds of this population, and you can't do that
sifting within a closed vehicle. You can't do that in isolation. You have to get out and essentially engage. So from that standpoint, there's a
little bit of balance here and we're trying to make sure we get that right balance by making sure we provide the right, proper levels of
protection as well as what's required.’ {transcript} {story)

Brig. Gen. Jeffrey Sorenson
The Pentagon, Dec. 15, 2004
Lt. Gen. Lance Smith, CENTCOM Deputy Commander, Briefs Pentagon Press Corps
"Right now we believe it is a small percentage of the Sunni population that is invelved in these extremist activities. And I'd remind again that
for the most part it's Sunnis that they're killing. And so, you know, thaf's a losing proposition, in our opinion. And | think if we can get through
the elections and the aftermath of that, that we will have more and more moderates that will be prepared and willing to take a lead, and
hapefully that will help destroy the spirit, if you will, of the insurgency. But it's not going to be a silver bullet. It is going to have fo be a
gradual thing that they're going to have to find light at the end of the tunnel. And Prime Minister Aliawi clearly is - understands that part of
what he has to do is give them some hope and move down the road of reconciliation with the former regime and the Ba'athists.” (franscript)
(story) i | Lt. Gen. Lance Smith
The Pentagon, Dec. 15, 2004

USO Tour | In the News

‘Have to Expect Problems’ During Iragi Elections, Rumsfeld Says
WASHINGTON, Dec. 16 - Insurgents realize upcoming Iraqi elections
represent a tremendous threat to their interests, Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld told radio personality Sean Hannity on Dec, 15.
Consequently, U.S., Coalition and pro-government Iragi forces
“certainly have to expect problems" before and during the January
voting the secretary said. {story)

Commander in Irag Says Campaign Plan 'Broadly on Track'
WASHINGTON, Dec. 16 - Things in Iraq are generally headed in the

right direction, the commander of Coalition forces in Iraq said. "Our
assessment is that we're broadly on track in helping the Iragi people
get to the (general) elections at the end of next year," Army Gen,
George Casey, commander of Multi-National Force-Iraq, said in a
conference call with military analysts. (slory)
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Hall Fe Quarterback John Elway autugrahs footbali for a soldier with
the 25bth Infantry Brigade outside of the post exchange at Camp Liberty, iraq,
on Dec, 14, Elway joined other entertainers and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs

of Staff Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers for a USO tour of the region. (L.5. Battalion's IRRs Readily Answer Call to Du .
Army photo by Spc. Erk LeDrew) {story} (story) CAMP ATTERBURY, Ind. Dec. 14 - Like thousands of former active

duty soldiers, many soldiers now serving with the 844th Engineer

Battahon {Combat Heavy) got ietters and {elegrams ordering them
back to service. They were among more than 4,000 members of the
individual Ready Reserve, enlisted soldiers and officers who had
service obligations remaining after leaving the active Army or drilling
Reserve, who have been calied back since tast summer. The Army

& AMERICA SUPPORTS YOU

* OUR MILITARY NEN & WOMEN « -

has more than 100,000 such soldiers on its rolls. {story)

Show Your Support for the Troops www.americasupportsyou.mil

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld and Gen. Myers Brief Pentagon Press Corps, Discuss Efforts in Irag

'If | were to elevate a concept, it Is that the task for the Coalition, for the United States particularly, and ultimately for the fragi people, is to
have the Iraqi people take over responsibility for their own security. Therefore...our principal job is to work with the Iragis so that they
develop the persistent presence of Iraqi security forces in that country so that there is a penalty for the kind of behavior one sees with a
suicide bomber or a random rocket or mortar. And in the last analysis, that is our task. Our task is not to get in there with a persistent
presence of Americans over a sustained periad of time, because that has the counterproductive aspect of it of creating additional targets
and creating a sense of occupation. Our goal is to enable and create an environment that's hospitabie for the iragis to step forward and do

the things they need to do.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Briefing, Dec. 22, 2004

“This is an insurgency. And | think if you step back a minute and you think about insurgencies versus conventional warfare, in conventional
warfare at some point you're going to get to an unconditional surender, and in many cases you have very neat front lines. We have no front
lines. The frant line ¢an be the dining hall, it can be the road outside the base, it can be the police station or the govemor's office or the
mayor's office down at Mosul. That's their territory, They operate all over that. They can wear — and they do -- wear clothes like every other
lragi. !t's a much different thing and the mindset has to be much different. What it tells us is — and we know this from our history with
Insurgencies -- it's going o be very tough. And as this insurgency has changed in its nature and its character and has become more intense,
our resolve just has to be all that tougher. | know the Iraqi resolve is hard and tough and | know that our resolve is hard and tough.” (story)

Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Pentagon Press Briefing, Dec. 22, 2004

In the News
Command in Iraq Releases Statement on Mosul Attack
WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 - A preliminary investigation indicates that
the explosion at the U.3. Army dining facility at Forward Operating
Base Marez in Mosul on Dec. 21 was likely caused by a makeshift
bomb wom by a suicide attacker, a written statement from Multi-
Naticnal Force-traq said. (story)

Officials Try fo 'Strike Right Balance’ in Releasing Detainees
WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 - U.S. officials are balancing individual rights
against the need to protect American citizens in determining who to
release from custody in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. "This is a very
difficult process we're in. We don't want to let people out who will
come back, fight and kill Americans or anyone else in the world,"
Navy Secretary Gordon England said at a Pentagon press
conference. "At the same time, we are trying to strike the right
balance in terms of their rights and their freedoms.” {story)

Coalition Begins Winter Offensive [n Afghanistan

FOB SALERNO, Afghanistan, Dec. 20 - Combined Task Force
Thunder recently launched “Operation Thunder Freedom.” The
operation includes hunting Tafiban and al Qaeda militants through the
Afghan winter, and sapping their strength ahead of the elections.
Tradtionally, fighters in Afghanistan iay tow during the harsh winter
months and come back out strong in the spring. {story)

Show Your Support for the Troops www.americasupportsyou. mil
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An Independent Electoral Commission of iraq (IECI) official draws numbered
balls from a container during a lottery on Dec. 20, 2004, to determing the
order political parties wili appear on the baliot for the upcoming Jan. 30, 2005,
elections. More than 200 political party ooservers and 40 media gathered at
the Baghdad Convention Center in Baghdad to withess the histonic event.

(U.S Alr Force phota by Master Sgt. Michae! E. Best)

Secretary Rumsfeld Holiday Message fo the Troops
Gen. Mvers Holiday Message fo the Troops

Track Santal View declassified Santa photos and follow his Chrisimas
Eve journey around the globe on the NORAD web site.

Al infarmati

Department of Detense - Office of Public Aﬁairs_ - 1400 Defense Pentagon - Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20331-1400
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From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld Discuases U.8, Military Investments, Expectations in Disaster Aid
“IY's just an amazing accomplishment. if you lock at the front pages of many papers, you'll see pictures of U.S. military personnel rescuing people,
delivering food and water, assisting with emergency medical types of assistance. .. If you look around the world, the reason you see these pictures
of U.S. military people doing it is because our couniry, our taxpayers are the ones who've made these investments and have these capabilities.
There aren't a lot of countries where the taxpayers have invested in those capabilities, therefore when an emergency comes, they look to the
United States. I's just been a terrific outpouring and brillianty organized by our Pacific Command forces.” (transcript] (story) |
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid
Interview on WTFK Radio, Jacksonwville, N.C., Jan. 4, 2004

Admiral Thomas Fargo, Commander of U.S. Pacific Command, Briefs Press on Military’s Tsunami Relief Efforts
‘There’s an important point that /'d like to reiterate. We see our job as one of assistance. Many organizations -- itarnational, national,
govermmental and nongovernmental -- have joined together to help. We've coordinated closely with the State Department and with USAID, and
we're in support fo the host nation, who's responsible for its citizens...All of us are working together to land a hand, mindfut that we do so in a way
that meets the request of our host governments, and we join with many to provide assistance and relief. It's hard for us to comprehend the
devastation suffered by so many. And aver the next days, weeks and months, we'll push forward to prnwda aid and comfort, responding with the
team of dedicated countries and organizations, and we'll continuously improve our efforts as we go.” (transcript) {story)
Admiral Thomas B. Fargo
The Pentagon, Jan. 4, 2005

In the News
More Ships, Helicopters Arrive to Aid Tsunami Victims
WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 -- Navy helicopters continue to airlift aid to thousands of people left
struggling for survival due to the earthquake-generated tsunami that hit Indian Ocean nations
fromn Indonesia to Somalia. The helicopters — part of newly named Operation Unified -
Assistance - are delvering supplies to parts of the Indonesian province of Aceh, the epicenter
for the disaster. Aceh iost aimost 100,000 people Dec. 26, and officials estimate that more than
155,000 people died across the region. U.S. Pacific Command officials stressed that the
-| - affected nations themselves are directing the relief operations. {story)

i — .

BHR Repair Division Innovating New Way to Bring Fresh Water to Tsunami Victims
ABOARD USS BONHOMME RICHARD, At sea —- USS Bonhomme Richard's (BHR) {LHD 6)
Repair Division began manufacturing mere than 20 fresh water distribution manifolds Jan. 2 to
help dispense fresh water to tsunami victims in South Asia. Repair division Sailors have been
working around the clock to produce the in-house-designed manifolds. (story)

American General: Ensurgents Will Not Stop Iraqi Elections
WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 -- Multinational forces are getting better at finding and foiling bomb

attacks in the Baghdad area, Army Maj. Gen. Peter Chiarefli, commander of 1st Cavairy -
- Division, fold reporters. He said the overall security situation in Baghdad is improving over
time, but attacks are likely o increase in the days leading up to scheduled elections. (story)

15 Navy sailcns ahﬂard thﬁ LISS Ahraham

t’”ﬁrﬂzﬁﬁﬁﬁ pf"ggﬁwa?grﬁli mﬁ? Tsunami Web Sites: Department of Defense, U.S. Navy, U.S. Pacific Command,

| “'S an Jﬂ l'Elﬂl'I FE Eeesi eﬂ -N' | The White House, Siate Department, FirstGov.Gov

Secretary Praises Troops’ Work, Highlights Opportunity to Thank Them
MR. PHILLIPS: itis amazing... here they are, they've been trained theoretically to break things and yet you can calt upon them at a moment’s
notice and they can actually repair it and do things that...to some degree are outside of what is expected of them in their nommal job descriptions.

SEC. RUMSFELD: You're exactly right I'd like to just on a matter of personal privilege here mention the America Supports You Web site, which is
wWww.americasupportsyou.mit, People can go to that Web site and find ways they can support these wonderful young men and women in uniform

and their families. | hope people will take the time to do that because they sure deserve our support. (Inferview on WTFK Radio, Jan. 4, 2004)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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From the Podium

President Briefed at Pentagon, Praises Troops and Tsunami Relief Efforts

“...Aur military is making a significant difference in providing relief and aid and help and compassion for those who have suffered. |
am very impressed...by how quickly we have responded and the assets that you have ordered deployed to heip these peopie. And
there’s a tot of talk about how some in the world don't appreciate America, well, | can assure you that those who have been helped by

our mHitary appreciate America.” {transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
The Pentagon, Jan. 13, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Entire Civilized World Has Stake in Iragi Electicns

“On January 30th, the Iragis will finally have an opportunity to choose their own leadership and to take charge of their own future. This
has been the Coalition's goal — an Iraq run by Iragis and secured by Iraqi security forces. The Iragi people and their interim
government are making progress in that direction, although there is stilt a distance to go. The entire civilized world has a stake in
these elections. Following the elections in Afghanistan and the elections recently in the Palestinian Authority, the Iraqi vote will mark
still another success for democracy and a defeat for the pro-dictalorship and extremist elements in that region.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donaid H. Rumsfeld
The Pentagon, Jan. 11, 2005

Tsunami Aid _

A Landing Craft Air Cushioned crew, assigned to USS BONHOMME
RICHARD (LHD 6), unload humanitarian relief supplies in the city of
Meulcboh, on the Island of Sumatra, Indenesia, on Jan. 10, 2005. The
supphes are destined for citizens affected by the Dec. 26, 2004, Indian Ocean
tsunami. The USS Bonhomme Richard Expeditionary Strike Group is
currently operating in the Indian Ocean off the coasts of Indonesia and
Thailand, supporting Operation Unified Assistance. {Photographer's Mate 1st
Class Bart A. Bauer, U.S. Navy.)

Links
Department of Defense tsunami relief web page
Support the Troops: www.americasupportsyou.mil
U.S. Military Support to the Inauguration

U.S. Military - Freedom’s Ambassadors (slide show)
Web Watch - DoD web site links

in the News

Guard General Says Steps Now Will Prevent Future Crisis
WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 - The United States "should never go to
war without its National Guard,” the chief of the National Guard
Bureau said during an interview on CNN's "American Moming.”
While stressing that he supports the National Guard's key mole in
U.S. military operations, Army Lt. Gen. H Steven Blum said during
CNN interviews aired today and Jan. 12 that it's critical political
and military leaders take measures now to ensure the Guard is
manned, trained and equipped to keep up its current pace. {story)

-Jan. 30 Election a 'High Stakes' Event for Irag

BAGHDAD, iraq, Jan. 12 - Troops from Multinational Force Iraq
are working to ensure every Iraqi who wants to vote has the
chance 10 do so in the Jan. 30 election. The election is "a high
stakes" event for the [ragi people and for the Coalition, said a
senior MNF| official. *This is the first democratic electien since the
state of Iraq was established in 1928," said the official. "l guess
you could really say it's the first election in this part of Iraq in 5,000

years." (story)

Reconstruction in lraq Moving Forward at Steady Clip
WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 - Security and reconstruction go hand in
hand and are equally critical o Irag's future, the commander of the
Army Corps of Engineers Gulf Region Division told reporters in
Baghdad. "You need a secure environment to do reconstruction,”

- said Army Brig. Gen. Thomas Bostick. "But you also need

reconstruction {o have a secure envirpnment." Multinationat Force
Iraq, the U.S5. government and the interim Iraqi government are
wquing_ tugether to ensure success on both fronts. (story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 203011400
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From the Podium

President Praises Military During Inauqural Celebration
“In these four years, we have moved forward as a people. We
have faced chailenges. We have faced them together. And we've
taken up senous tasks at home, as well as abroad. We have
grown in appreciation for our freedom, and we have grown in
appreciation for the men and women who defend it. At this very
hour, more than a million of our fellow citizens are standing watch
for America. We are grateful fo them all. And we are grateful to
their families. We pray for our troops; we pray for their families.”
(transcript) {DoD special Inaugural web page)
President Gearge W. Bush
Celebration of Freedom Concert, The Elfipse
Washington, D.C., Jan. 18, 2004

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Visits Indonesia, Discusses Aid
“We intend fo do everything we can fo filt the need as long as
there is need for our people...For example, large numbers of - -
helicopters are required...But 1 repeat that | think we all need to

look at this in terms of how 1o fill a need that is just indescribable
from a humanitarian point of view...” (transcript) {story)
Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz, Jan. 18

“And we would like to emphasize that March 26% is not a deadline
for involvement of foreign military personnel in the relief effort: it is
a benchmark for the Indonesian Government to improve and
accelerate its relief efforts so that by March the 26%, the large part
of the burden of the relief effort will be camied by the Indonesian
Government and the indonesian authorities on the ground.
Foreign military assistance, foreign military operations providing
relief and rehabilitation will be allowed to continue albeit on a

reduced scale.” (DoD tsunami web page)

- Minister of Defense Juwono Sudarsono, Jan. 16
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Memb&rs of the Genrgm Bndgeman band ﬁnm Luwndes H|gh Smul |n Valdnsta.
Ga,, carry an "America Supports You" banner as they march in the inaugura
parade Jan. 20, 2005. (Photo by Kathleen T. Rhem) {story}

WWw.armericasupportsyou.mil

oA Celebration of Freedom

U.S. Army soidiers of CDI‘I‘ID&I‘I'}' A, Brd Llnlted States Infantry, The Old
Guard, present the 50 state fags at the opening ceremony far the b5th
Presidential inauguration near the Ellipse in Washington, D.C., Jan. 18,
2005, Defense Dept. (U.S. Navy Petty Officer 2na Class Mark O'Donald)

| U |

In the News

Rumsfeld: Iragi Elections Will Proceed as Planned
WASRINGTON, Jan. 21 - Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld dismissed speculation that the lraqi elections
"won't happen® or will be delayed beyond Jan. 30 during an
inaugural ball here Jan. 20 honoring troops wounded in rag
and Afghanistan. (story)

Training and Equipping Iraqi Forces
MOSUL, Iraq, Jan. 21 - "It's like building an aiplane while

you are already in flight’ is how one official at Multinational
Security Transition Command Irag describes building the
Iraqi security forces. The command is responsible for training
and equipping the Iraqi army and the Iraqi police. The
Coalition formed it foliowing the disappointing showing of the
Iraqi security forces during radical cleric Mugtada al-Sadr's
uprising in April. U.S. Amy Lt. Gen. David Petraeus is the
commander, (story) |

Poll Finds Iraqgis Overwhelmingly Favor Elections
BAGHDAD, Iraq, Jan. 19 - As Coalition and Iraqi forces
continue to kill and capture insurgents bent on disrupting or
preventing lrag's national assembly election, a new poll
shows Iragis overwhelmingly betieve it's important for them to
cast their ballots Jan. 30. According to a public opinion
survey in lraq taken in earty January, more than 90 percent of
Iraqis believe it is important to vote in the election. A total of
82.9 percent said it was "very important,” and 9.4 percent
said it was "somewhat important.” (story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-14¢0
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From the Podium

President Praises Election Efforts
‘| am impressed by the bravery of the lraqi citizens. | am heartened by the strong words of Prime Minister Alawi. [ talked to him
yesterday on the phone. He is determined to lead his country forward into the elections. | appreciate the hard work of the United
Nations, which is providing good leadership on the ground. And [ anticipate a grand moment in Iraqi history.” {transcript) {story]
President George W. Bush
Press Conference at the White House, Jan. 26, 2005

Gen. Abizaid Says Insurgents Will Continue to Fight Against a New Future for Irag

“I think that we all need to understand that in Iraq today that what is happening is revolutionary in political terms. We also need to
understand that the thing the enemy fears the most, the thing that people such as Zarqawi and bin Laden and Zawahiri fear the most
are free elections, elections that are the result of a fair process where a new govemnment is chosen and a new future is taken. And so
we should anticipate that after the elections that the peopie that desire to derail the process of a new future for Iraq will continue to
fight and continue to fight hard, but they're fighting an uphili battle because the Iraqi security forces, with our backing, will be

successful” (transcnpt) {story)

Gen. John Abizaid, Commander, 1.S. Central Command
Media Availability with Secretary Rumsfeld and Sen. John Warner, Capitol Hill, Jan. 26, 2005

Getting Out the Vote . In the News

lraq Taking Steps to Promote Security During Elections
WASHINGTON, Jan. 27, 2005 - The inferim Iraqi govemment is taking
active steps to reduce the likelihood of violence on eiection day while
encouraging Iraqis to vole, Iraq's minister of state for national security told
Pentagon repcrters today during a videoconference from Baghdad. Kasim
Daoud said several secusity measures will go into effect Jan. 28 and
continue through Jan. 31, the day after the elections. These include
curfew, limitations on vehicle movement, restrictions on civilian travel
between provinces, increased vehicle searches and a ban on carrying

weapans. {stary)

e — . DoD Tsunami Relief Efforts in Transition
A billboard at a traffic intersection in Baghdad reads, "How we will WASHINGTON, Jan. 27 - Department of Defense tsunami relief efforts are

Efsﬂ;gf h; h;gﬂ;f”"ﬁﬂ ;?;:iiffaﬂﬂﬁfﬁ[‘ of thtE ”Etﬁf’"?" ] "transitioning to something different,” Peter Rodman, the assistant
eround the Ireg caa;?nta Lcity. The Ia i“ﬂ“;g{'i:';lggt;ﬁ i::zliar;:dnfa secretary of defense for intemational security affairs, told a House
' ' q ' subsornmittee Jan. 26. "A lot of what the U.S. Department of Defense has

Jan. 30. 2005. {U.S. '
{U.5. Armv photo bv Spc. Brian Schroeder) provided may not be as necessary as it was, and we're in the process of

' handing this cver,” Rodman said. "The military headquarters in Thailand,
* % 4% JRAQI ELECTIONS 2005 * % % for example, has stood down; the one in Sri Lanka, later this week," he
said. "Of course, the effort in Indonesia, because it's bigger, wili continue a
little bit longer." Redman called the overall level of involvement "a longer-

The Depariment of Defense Office of Public Affairs has term reconstruction effort.” (story)

~ created a special web page highlighting the Jan. 3G elections
in Iraq. Included are news stories, fact sheets and photo Birthing Democracy a Painful Process
essays. The page will be updated throughout the weekend as BAGHDAD, Iraq, Jan. 24 - The Iragi elections Jan. 30 *will not be perfect,
news develops and is reported from iraq. {iink to lraqi will not be pretty,” officials have said, and in that they wili have a lotin
elections page) You can also tog on to The Pentagon common with the beginning of democracy in the United States. The Jan.
Channel, which broadcasts milifary news and information for 30 election will select 270 Iragis to be members of a national assembly,
the 2.6 million members of the U.S. Armed Forces. The which will choose a president and two deputy presidents. It will alsc name

channe! streams five 24 hours a day. a prime minister and department ministers. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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From the Podium

President Pledges United States Will Pursue Terrorists Until the Fight is Won

“Our nation, working with allies and friends, has also confronted the enemy abroad, with measures that are determined, successfut,
and continuing. The al Qaeda terror network that attacked our country still has leaders -- but many of its top commanders have been
removed ... There are still regimes seeking weapons of mass destruction - but no longer without attention and without consequence.
Our country is still the target of terrorists who want to kill many, and intimidate us all -- and we will stay on the offensive against them,
until the fight is won.” (transcript} (story)

| . President George W. Bush
State of the Union Address, The Capitol, Feb. 2, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Future of iraq

"The goal is fo have a secure environment, and the goal is to have the Iragis provide the secure environment, not us and not the
Coalition, and that's the path we're on. And as more and more Iraqi people fest they have a stake in that country, and they will, as
they vote -- | have no doubt in my mind but that that's the case — and as they are more supportive of the Interim Iragi Government,
and as the numbers of Iragi security forces increase, obviously there'll be less of a need for Coalition forces.” {transcript) {story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
The Pentagon, Feb. 3, 2005

In The News

lraqi Security Forces Top Armed Services Hearing Agenda

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 - "The Coalition must focus our efforts on reaching the point
where we can shift our mission 1o fighting the counterinsurgency oursetves to
developing Iraqi capacity to conduct those operations,” Gen. Richard B. Myers,
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said during a hearing of the Senate Armed
Services Committes. it was developing the Iragis capacity to fight the
counterinsurgency that became a topic of discussion during the Senate Armed Services
Committee hearing. Myers. said that the training process is moving along. (story)

Pentagon, Senate Seek Doubling Of G.1. Survivors' Benefit
WASHINGTON, Feb. 1 - Pentagon leaders and Capitol Hill tegislators want to increase

- the government death benefit for families of fallen service members by about $250,000.
- indedible ik mdncanng fie has ¥oted in an eastermn If enacted, the proposed change essentiaily would double the $262,000 now available

‘Baghdad pﬂllmg station. dunng Irai's first free national - ': 4 | tofamilies of service members Killed in wartime operations. {stt_:-r_*,f}

“ election in decades on Jan. 30. 2005, (Dob ohatol (story) . |
Quadrennial Defense Review to Reflect Uncertain Environment

WASHINGTON, Feb. 3 -The 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review will reflect the reality
that potential threats against the United States remain uncertain and "we just can't
predict, iike we could during the Cold War, of what it is we've got fo face," Ryan Henry,
principal deputy under secretary of defense for policy, told reporters at the Heritage
Foundation. Henry is among the senior defense policy experts working on the 2005
QDR, a format review of DoD strategy that's conducted every four years. The review is
slated for completion sometime next February. (story]

Secretary’s Message to the Troops

On January 30th in Iraq, the world witnessed an
important moment in the global struggle against
tyranny, a moment that historians might cne day
call a major tuming point. America's men and
women in uniform, who were instrumental in the
liberation of iraq, were there to witness this
mement as well, {read letter)

iraq Begins Next Phase of Plan After Successful Election

BAGHDAD, Iraq, Jan. 31 - By any measure, the Jan. 30 Iraqi elections for a national
assembly were a success. Members of the Independent Electoral Commission for Irag
said the elections exceeded their expectations. But what happens next? The process is
spelled out as part of the Transitional Administrative Law, the document that governed

how the elections were carried cut and charis the road ahead. {story)

Support the troops - www.americasupportsyou.mil
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Addresses the 41st Munich Conference On European Security Policy

“NATO has a great deal of energy and vitality. It is doing things that are significant. Just only a few years ago, people would not have
dreamed that NATO wouid be involved in places like Kosovo, lraq and Afghanistan to the extent they are. | believe they are
undertaking the kind of reforms to bring that institution into the 21% century -- which it needs to do, just as all our respective ministries
and bureaucracies need to do. The place to discuss transatlantic issues, clearly, is in NATO. And we do it bilaterally, which is
important; we da it multilaterally, which is important. The advantages of doing things within NATO is that we have countries there that
have such common interests and such common approaches to the world and are able to do it tagemer and in front of each other in a
very efficient way.” (transcript} (story}

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Munich, Germany, Feb. 12, 2005
Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies on FY 2006 Budget Before the House Armed Services Committee
“After more than three years of conflict, two central realities of this war are quite clear. The first is that the struggle cannot be won by
military means alone. The Defense Department must continue to work with other govemnment agencies to successfully employ all
instruments of national power ... A second reality of the new era is that the United States can't win this global struggle alone. Clearly,
it will take cooperation among a great many nations to stop weapans proliferation, for example. it akes a great many nations working
together to locate and dismantle gicbal extremist calls: It takes a great many nations to gather and share the intelligence that's crucial

to stopping future aftacks.” (opening statement as prepared)
| Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Opening Statement before the House Armed Services Committee, Feb. 16, 2005

Urban Combat . In the News
L aEER e e Abizaid: War on Terror Requires Patlence, Perseverance
DOHA, Qatar, Feb. 17 — The elections in Iraq were a significant
accomplishment for the citizens of that nation, and Iraqi forces have
- come a long way, but the Iragi people need the continuing help of
Coalition forces to combat the forces of extremism, according to the
commander of U.S. Central Command, Army Gen. John Abizaid. {story)

Military Stressed, But Able to Execute Strateqy, Myers Says
WASHINGTON, Feb. 16 - Despite stresses and strains on the force, the

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff told members of the House Armed
Services Committee that the American military remains able 10 execute
America's national military strategy. "We are naw in our fourth year of
sustained combat operations,” Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers said.
L e T A N "We are sfilt a nation at war. Our servicemen and women continue to
An iraql Emergency Response Unnt demﬂnstrates urban mmbat tactlas in perform superbly under conditions of significant stress and in the face of

Baghdad, Iraq, on Feb. 11,-2005. {DoD photo by Tech. Sgt. Cherie A myriad challenges. They stand ready to protect the United States,
‘Thurlby; LS. Alr Force.) LEBJQ.M_MQEED_Q&E} - prevent conflict and surprise attack, and prevaif against adversaries.”
(stary)
Links
Special Report: Freedom to Vote - Iraqj Elections 2005 Bush Sends Supplemental Budget Request to Congrass
DoD photos; Photo Essavs and Archive ) WASHINGTON, Feb. 15, 2005 - President Bush requested almost $90

bilion from Congress to pay for the on-gaing war on teorism andg other

emergency measures. The White House submitted the request to
{ongress Feb. 14. Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said it is

AMERICA SUPPORTS YOU important to view the supplementai request and the fiscal 2006 Defense
T UER MILITARY MEn 2 women  ~ Budget Request together. The supplemental funds the force for current

combat. The 2006 request allows military officials to plan for the long-
term capabilities of the U.S, military. (story) {link to DoD budget)

Support the troops - www.americasupportsyou.mi
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From the Podium

President Praises Troops During Visit to Wieshaden

“The sacrifices you have made will change the world for decades to
come. By fighting ferrorists in places ke Baghdad and Karbala and
Tiknit, you are making sure we do not face those enemies at home. By
helping captive peoples gain their freedom, you have made a critical
contribution to the history of liberty. And that means the world will be
more peaceful, and our children and grandchildren will be more
secure. Your success is sending a clear message throughout the
Middle East, that the only force powerfui enough fo stop the rise of
tyranny and terror, and replace hatred with hope, is the force of human
freedom.” (transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Wiesbaden Amy Airfield Base, Germany, Feb. 23, 2005

In the News

Iragi Elections Ended eex Insuraent Legitimacy, Myers Says
HUTCHISON, Kan., Feb. 24 - The Jan. 30 elections in Irag "put an end to any

moral legitimacy the insurgents may have had,” Gen, Richard B. Myers said
during & news conference here. He said the terror tactics the insurgents use
against innocents already had proven their lack of moral worth, but the
elections - in which 58 percent of eligible Iragis voted ~ showed they had no
following in the country either. "The iragis voted, and they said ‘No' fo
intoierance, and they said 'No' to tyranny and 'No' fo ferror,” he said. (story)

Abizaid Contrasts Situations in Irag, Afghanistan -

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 - Having visited both Iraq and Afghanistan during
the past couple of weeks, Army Gen. John Abizaid said there are both
similarities and differences in the cument situation in both countries. "In Iraq
and Afghanistan, cultures are different, histories are different. In many ways
there are more differences about it than there are similarities," Abizaid said.
He said the countries are bath "developing a process of political rebuilding
and restructuring of constitutional and representative government.” {story)

Bush Calls Euro-Ametican Alliance Main Pillar of Security
WASHINGTON, Feb. 21 - in his first frip abroad of his second term in office,
President Bush told Europeans that "the alliance of Europe and North
America is the main pillar of our security." Bush spoke in Brusseis, Belgium,
home of the NATQ alliance and the European Union. He acknowledged that
many in Europe have not agreed with U.S. foreign policy. But, he added, for
the sake of peace in the world, America and Europe must not forget their
shared befiefs. "Our strong friendship is essential to peace and prosperity
across the globe, and no temporary debate, no passing disagreement of
govermments, no power cn earth will ever divide us," he said. (story)

Australia to Send More Troops to Irag |
WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 - Noting that Iraq is at "a filting point,” Australian
Prime Minister Johin Howard announced plans to send a 450-member task
group to the southern Iragi province of Muthanna to provide security for
Japanese engineers and to train lragi security forces in the province. {siory)

lwo Jima 60%' Anniversary

Retlred Merrne Cel Frenk Celdwell an Iwe Jlme eurwver represents

his fe!Iew Marines and sailors by presenting the wreath during the

ceremony Feb. 19, 2005, to mark the 60th anniversany of the battie, -
The bronze monument was modeled after the famous: phota by Joe
Rosenthal of the flag raising on Mount Suribachi. Inscribed on the
base is the tribute of Fleet Adm. Chester W. Nirnitz'to the frghtleg
men on lwo'Jima: *Uncomman valor was a commor virtue.* (U;S,
Navy photo hr Lt Crgr, Jene Cempbell ) {link to wo Jima he_g_@ge}

Declared 'Fit for Dutv.' Amputee Plans Return to Irag
WASHINGTON, Fab. 22 - Like many Cperation iragi Freedom
veterans, U.S. Amy Capt. David Rozelle's story began in iraq,
Uniike many of those same veterans, his is set to continue
there as well. Cieared to return to the same battlefield where
he was injured, Rozeile said he is the first amputee in recent
military history to be retumed 10 a dangerous command.{story)

AFRICAN AMERICANS IN THE U.S. ARMY

Throughout America's history, from the Battle of Lexington to
the Battle for Fallujah, biack soidiers have honorably

-answered the call to duty, serving with great valor and

distinction in America's armed forces. During February, the
Army celebrates and pays tribute ta African-American soldiers
and recognizes the important contributions they have made in
past wars and are continuing to make today in the Global Wer
on Terrarism. (link to special Army web page)

William Carney - First African-American Congressional
Medal of Honor recipient

Cathay Williams — First African-American female to eniist in
the U.S. Army

Benjamin O. Davis, Sr. - First Alrican-American general
officer in the regular Army

Colin L. Powell - First African-American chairman of the Joint

Chiefs of Staff
(link to Profiles in Bravery page)
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From the Podium

Secretary Wolfowitz Outlines Department’s Budget Request

“...the President has requested $419.3 billion in discretionary budget authority for Department of Defense, a 4.8 percent increase
from FY 2005. Combined with the supplemental, this request includes sufficient funding to sustair the President's pledges to defeat
global terrorism, restructure America's armed forces and global defense posture, develop and field advanced war fighting capabilities,
and provide for the needs of our forces.” (staterment) {story} (storyl

Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
Senate Budget Committee, Capitol Hill, March 1, 2005

Secretary Teets Testifies Before Senate Budget Committee

“As this century unfolds, technological innovation is accelerating at an unprecedented pace. Our challenge is to guickly convert
laboratory ideas into battlefield effects. This entails more than creating new weapons systems; it means adopting a developmental
culture that is inherently agile and responsive, enabling state-of-the-art technologies to reach the battlefield in real time.” (statement)
Acting Secretary of the Air Force Peter Teets
Senate Armed Services Committee, Capitol Hill, March 3, 2005

In the News

Army Misses Recruiting Goal, Raises Enlistment Bonuses

WASHINGTON, March 3 - The Army “is a particularly stressed force” and officials are studying
ways to increase rectuiting, Pentagon spokesman Larry Di Rita said. The Army missed its
February recruiting goals for the active duty, Guard and Reserve forces. It was the first time the
service missed recruiting goals in five years. In February, the active Army's goal was 7,050 new
recruits, and the service fell short by 1,900, All other services made recruiting goals, DoD officials

said. {story)

DoD Works to Improve Care, Transition for Wounded Troops

WASHINGTON, March 3 - The military's goal is to provide world-ciass care from injury on the
battiefield through its stateside medical facilities, a top Army medical official said. Maj. Gen.
Joseph Webb Jr., the Amny's deputy surgeon general and chief of staff of its medical command,
testified with six other military officials before the House Armed Ssrvices Committee's
subcommittee on military personnel. {story) (story)

NATO Response Force Will Transform Alliance, Jones Says

WASHINGTON, March 1 - The infroduction of NATO's respense force in 2006 will transform the
alliance and help it to better confront 21st century challenges, the U.S. military's top officer in
Europe told members of the Senate Armed Services Committee. Deploying NATO forces outside
of Europe “is the concept that gets us away from the static” 20th century defensive posture that
characterized the alliance since its formation in 1949, Marine Gen. James L. Jones said. (story)

: : : _ -|smavaf 19 we:mndeﬂ SEWH:E membemhasted
20,000th Afghanistan National Army Soldier Graduates from KMTC by Vair Resorts for 4 ski weekend: Vait R&e&ﬁs
CAMP PHOENIX, KABUL, Afghanistan {Army News Service March 2, 2005) - February 27 -~ has ;nmad l;ls "Ainerica Sopports You®
marked the graduation of the 20,000th soldier to train at the Kabul Military Training Center. The . tesnt, an-ongoing naimnmde effoit {feelgnedm
Afghanistan National Army’s first kandak, or battalion, graduated July 23, 2002, and less than - shuwcasa Amefica's SUppo hmb'mej:ﬁmd

three years later the ANA has grown into a force of more than 20,000 ANA soldiers. {story) | """W afihe-#;‘m?ﬂ;? tm S

fraq Refers First Case Involving Saddam Officials for Trial

WASHINGTON, March 1-rag's new court system is moving forward on prosecuting five men

charged with mass executions following an attempt on former Iraqi dictator Saddam Hussein's life SUPPORTS
in 1982. The case is the first involving charges against officials connected with the former regime. « YOU =
Rules of the court system require a 45-day waiting period before the frial can begin. {story) O e atareontevon.m T
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- From the Podium

President Bush Discusses the War on Terror

“In three and a haif years, the United States and our allies have waged a campaign of global scale -- from the mountains of
Afghanistan, to the border regions of Pakistan, to the Hom of Africa, to the istands of the Philippines, to the plains of North Centra
Irag. The al Qaeda terror network that attacked our country still has leaders, but many of its top commanders have been removed.
There are still governments that sponsor and harbor terrorists, but their number has declined. There are still regimes seeking
weapons of mass destruction ~ but no longer without attention and without conseguence. Our country is still the target of terrorists
who want to kill many, and intimidate us all. We will stay on the offensive against them, until the fight is won."(transcnpt) {story) (story)

Gen. Casey Briefs Pentagon Press Corps on Progress in Irag
“(Iraqi Security Forces) ...

President George W. Bush
National Defense University, Fort Lesley J. McNair
Washington, March 8, 2005

continue to get stronger every day. And the election success was a great boost not only to their own self-

confidence, but also to the Iraqi people's confidence in them. Today we have just over 148,000 trained and equipped Iragi security
forces -- about 80,000 in the Ministry of Interior and about 60,000 in the Ministry of Defense ... We will continue to build lragi divisions
and hrigades that are capable of independent counterinsurgency operations, so that the Iraqi armed forces themselves can take the
ieading role in fighting the insurgency, and the Coatition forces can move 6 a supporting role. That will be our main effort here over

the course of this year."(transcript) {story)

Gen. George W. Casey Jr.
Cummandlng General, Multi-National Force-irag
The Pentagon, March 8, 2005

In the News
Admiral lssues Report: ‘No Policy Condoned Torture, Abuse’
WASHINGTON, March 10 — The latest review of detention operations has found “no
policy that considered or condoned torture,” said the officer appointed to lead the
investigation. Vice Adm. Albert T. Church I}, director of the Navy staff, alsc saig he
found no policy “that condoned or in any way encouraged abuse of detainees.” The
| admiral said the investigation did find inconsistencies with regard to the
development, promulgation and dissemination of interrogation techniques. These

techniques “migrated” from Naval Station Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to Afghanistan, to

Iraq, he said. (story) {story) (Church Report findings)

Team to Conduct Inguiry Into Checkpoint Shooting
WASHINGTON, March 8 — U.S. Army Brig. Gen. Peter Vangje! will lead a
Muttinational Corps Iraq team to investigate the March 4 incident on a Baghdad road

that left Italian security specialist Nicola Calipari dead and Halian journalist Guiliana
Sgrena wounded, Multinational Force Iraq announced. {story)

U.S. Military Footprint in Europe Changing to Meet Strateqv

WASHINGTON, March 8 — The U.S. military footprint in Eurcpe is changing as
radically as the capabilities of American forces, the NATO's supreme allied
commander Europe said in an interview. Marine Corps Gen. James Jones said that
the 20th century military philosophy that mass equals commitment is not true in the
21st cantury. “it's not the size of the force you have, it's what you are able to do with
it that's important,” Jones said. He said the borders of the alliance are harder to
define, and the alliance has moved away from the “defensive crouch” it maintained
against the Soviet Union. {story)

Theﬁarmy Ramng prngl:am isin hlgh~ @ar for 2005: Theling’
- up mdu-:l&s thé NASCAR Hﬂm‘ber ﬂ‘; {i ‘S An'nyeﬂmrﬁei

o

I Support the Troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou. mil
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WASHINGTON, March B Transfurmatlnn dummat&d
testimony from Pacific area unified commanders to the
Sanate Armed Services Committes. Adm. Wiiliam
Fallon, commander of U.S. Pacific Command, told the
committee that the evolving environment in the Pacific
requires U.S. forces in the region to transform. The
commander of L).S. Forces in Korea, Army Gen, Leon
LaPorte, laid out how the United States and the
Republic of Korea are working fo build new capabilities

to deter North Korean aggression. {story) (link o page)
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- From the Podium

Positive Signs in Iraqi Security Forces Development. President Tells White House Press Corps

“...1 think what you're going to find is that countries will be willing -- anxious to get out when iragis have got the capacity to defend
themselves. And that's the position of the United States. Our troops will come home when Iraq is capable of defending herself ... One
of the issues in terms of iraqi troops being able to defend their country is the ability to stand up ¢hains of command. | think I've shared
this with you before, and it's stil! an issue that they're working on. There's officer training schools, pius the ability for a command to go
from a civitian government to a miiitary chain of command, down io the lower ranks of troops. And there's positive signs that have
taken place in the development of the Iragi security forces, and there's still work to be done. Our allies understand that.” (franscript)

(story)

- President George W. Bush
The White House, March 16, 2005

|declogical Fight Key to Victory in War on Terrorism, Assistant Secretary Paul McHale Tells Congress

“A successful defense of the United States homeland is the preeminent requirement of the Global War on Terrorism. There is no
*home game.” There is no “away game,” We are engaged in a global conflict. And in that global conflict, the defense of the U.S,
homeland is the preeminent duty ... The main elements of the U.S. strategy in the global war on terrorism are: (1) protecting the
homeland; (2) disrupting and attacking terrorist networks; and (3) countering ideological support for terrarism. The third - the
ideological fight — we see as the key to victory.” {statement) {story)
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Homeland Defense Paul McHale
House Armed Services Subcommittee on Terrorism, Unconventional Threats and Capabilities:
Capitol Hill, March 15, 2005

In the News " Reenlistment.

President to Nominate Wolfowitz to Head World Bank
WASHINGTON, March 16, 2005 - Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz is President Bush’s choice to head the World Bank. Bush
reveated his decision at a White House news conference.[President's
Statement) (Rumsfeld Statement} (Wolfowitz Statement) (story)

CENTCOM Officials Cite Prongs to Irag Success

MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla., March 15 — Continued progress in
Iraq requires a four-pronged approach that will create conditions where
a representative government operates freely in a secure, economically
viable environment, U.S. Central Command officials said [sfory)

President Nominates 2005 Base Closure Commissioners
WASHINGTON, March 16 — President Bush nominated eight people to '

serve on the Defense Base Realignment and Closure Commission. U.8. Alr Force Gen. Richard 8. Myers, ehaimman:of the Jﬂ*ﬂi Chigfsof .~
Base realignment and closure is the process DoD uses to reorganize its Staff, swears in four Army soldiers from the 3td Infantry Division a5 part of -

installation infrastructure. R s : a reenfistment ceremony at Camp Viclory, lrag, on March 14, -2005. Myeﬁ o
'e. Reorganization allows mors efficient and is traveiing thiroughout irag to meet.with various commangds withinthe . . =

effective support of forces as well as a way to increase readiness.[story) cuuntry {DﬂD Dhﬂt@ by Staff E-gt B Myﬁes Gullan us. Arr Fﬂme} I.&Eﬂ

Accessions Chiefi No Crisis in State of Military Recruiting

WASHINGTON, March 11 - Despite headlines to the contrary, there’s WASHINGTON. March 14 — ESPN.com and Team ESPN. the

no crisis i the military’s recruiting efforts, the Pentagon's director of corporate sutreach program of ESPN, Inc., have joined DoD's
accession policy said. Alarm bells sounded after the Army missed its America Supports You campaign, Fans on ESPN.com will be able
recruiting goal for February by 1,900 people, but Curt Gilroy saidhe and | 1 4+ cand an ESPN 'spurts-mmed ‘E.Card” to a friend or family
the Army leadership are “cautiously optimistic” its a temporary setback member serving n the Armed Foroes, o pbst a message of

and that the Army will meet its end-of-year goal of 80,000 recruits.(story) support that will appear on the site. www.AmericaSupportsYou.mi
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Progress in Irag on Two-Year OIF Anniversa

“In Iraq, its been two years since the beginning of the conflict. The political situation is moving along well. They had a successful
election. They just seated their Constituent Assembly. They'll be drafting a constitution soon, ther: electing people under that new
constitution. The economic situation's improving in lraq steadily. The refugees are returning. Hospitals and schools are open. The
stock market's open. Pecple are investing. The military situation has been improving as welt. The insurgency is still difficult. People
are still being attacked and killed by the Zarqawi network and the former regime elements - the Saddam Hussein elements. But the
Iraqi Security Forces now number some 145,000 and they're doing a good job of working with us to deal with the insurgency. Our
hope and expectation is that we will be able to continue to pass off more and more responsibility fo the Iragi Security Forces and the
Coalition at that point would be ahle to be adjusted and some of them redeployed.” {transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Media stakenut following appearance on ABC's “This Week”
Washington, D.C., March 20, 2005

Secretary of the Army Francis J. Harvey Discusses Army Recruiting and Retention Goals
“Retention is exceeding all our goals ... i's over 100 percent in the Active; it's near 100 percentin both the Reserves and the Guard.
So, retention-wise, we're doing quite well. Statistics show particularly for units that have deployed to theater, the retention is actually
| higher than goal. So that's a good news story. In terms of recruiting, the active component, through February, is at 94 percent of the
goal, the year-to-date goal, the Reserves is at 90, and the National Guard's at 75. So, obviously, I'm concemned about the National

Guard. | am cautiously optimistic about the Reserve and the Active component. But we are ... taking a number of steps to ensure that
we make our goals ... We are increasing the number of recruiters across the board; we've increased that by 33 percent. We've
increased the incentives across the board. And we're really doing everything that we know how to do in order to meet our goals. It's
March. I'm, clearly, not going to give up. At this stage we still have six months to go." {transcript] (story)

Secretary of the Ammy Francis J. Harvey

The Pentagon, March 23, 2005

in the News | Faces of the Fallen
Rumsfeld Seeks Strengthening Of U.S..Latin American Ties | S _
BUENGS AIRES, Argentina, March 22 - Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld arrived here at the Argentine capital city March 21,
kicking off a four-day Latin-American trip. The secretary will seek to
strengthen the U.S, bilateral defense relationship with Argentina,
according to senior defense officials, as well as solidify relationships
with Brazil and Guatemaia, which Rumsfeld is aiso slated to visit
between now and March 24. (story)

General Explains New Defense Department Sexual Assault Policy
WASHINGTGON, March 22 — The new guidelines for reporting

incidents of sexual assault within the military create, for the first time,
a department-wide standard that will both provide victims with the
support they need after an incident occurs, and help commanders get o . >
to the root cause of the problem, the head of the Pentagon joint task so

. * Pnrtralts of more than 1 mhmencanmllftar}f men and women whohave
force tor sexual assault prevention and response said here. (story) paid the ultimate sacrifice during the war against terrorism are.on display in

: o . N the "Faces of the Fallen® éxhiibit that opened at Arlington National Cemetery
Horn of Africa Generai Describes ‘Regional Approach to Stability’ on March 22, {Phntn by u 5 An* Fﬂrﬂe Staff sgt D Myies Gullen} (story)

WASHINGTON, March 23 - As stability and security increase in

Afghanistan and Iraq, terrorists will iook for other places where they
can not only find sanctuary but also continue to operate, receive
supplies and indoctrinate new recruits, the general in charge of
Coalition forces on the Hom of Africa said here. {story)

"Facing the Future: Meeting the Threats and Challenqes of the 21st Century"
Tsunami Reliet Efforts Slide Show

America Suppors You

Face of Defense - Profiles of U.S. Servicemen and Women

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

All information derived from oper scurces. No endorsement implied.




Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense M
] i www.penfagonchannel! mif

www. defendamerica.mif

From the Podium

Iragis, Not the Coalition, Will Defeat Insurgency, Secretary Rumsfeld Says

"I think it certainly is reasonable to say that the Coalition is not going to defeat the insurgency. The Iragi people will moderate the
insurgency and eveniually defeat it. Insurgencies eventually end one way or another, but clearly in this instance it strikes me that it
will be the Iraqi people who will have to do this. And they'll do it because of progress in the political area, which legitimizes the
government and de-legitimizes the people opposing the government. It will happen because of economic progress, and fewer people
will be attracted to it because of that. It wilt be defeated because of the success of the Iragi security forces as they develop skill sets
and are better equipped and have much better situational awareness than Coalition forces would, for example. They know the
language; their relatives live in those areas; they have a desire to live in a peaceful environment. So it will be all of those things over
time that will do it, but it will basically be the Iraqgi peopie.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Interview with Steve Inskeep of NPR
March 29, 2005
Combatant Status Review Tribunals for All Detainees at GTMQ Complete, Secretary England Says
“The Combatant Status Review Tribunals for alt of the DOD detainees at Guantanamo are completed ... The basis of detaining
captured enemy combatants is not to punish but, rather, to prevent them from continuing to fight against the United States and its
Coalition partners in the ongoing global war on terrorism. Detention of captured enemy combatants is both allowed and accepled
under international law of armed conflict ... We have completed a total of 558 of the Combatant Status Review Tribunals ... The
tribunals also concluded that 38 detainees were found to no longer meet the criteria to be designated as enemy combatants ... The
Department of State has been notified of all of these determinations, and State is coordinating the return of the 38 non- enemy-
combatants fo their home countries.” {iranscript) {story)

Secretary of the Navy Gordon England
Press Briefing on Combatant Status Review Tribunals
The Pentagon, March 29, 2005

In the News . Medal of Honor -
President Lauds Iram Spirit, Cites Encouraging Signs President George W, Bush will present
WASHINGTON, March 29 — President Bush cited “encouraging signs” in lraq the first Meda! of Honor to be awarded
and expressed cunf dence in the country's future. In remarks at the White during the Global War on Terror {o the .
House's Rose Garden after meeting with a group of Iragis who voted in the Jan. family of Sgt. 1t Class Paul R, Smith
30 elections, the president noted the success sa far of the country’s fledgling at the White House on April 4, 2005,
political process. “We have seen many encouraging signs in Iraq,” he said. the second anniversary of Smith's
Bush praised the Iraqi people's courage in tuming out to vote Jan. 30. (story) courageous actions during the Battle
of Baghdad Airport.
Long-Range Plans Key to Winning Anti-terror Effort
GLENDALE, Ariz., March 30 - Defense, offense and long-range actions Sot. 1#t Class Smith prevented the enemy from overtaking
characterize U.S. operations in the war on terror, Air Force Gen, Richard B. | | his unit's position, protected his Task Force's fiank, and
Myers said in a speech here March 2. And while the first two are imporiant, it's defended the lives of more than 100 soldiers, according to
lang-range actions that will ultimately help the United States win the war. {story} his award citation. His family remembered that as far back
- as they could recall, when anyone wouid ask what he
Americans Support Military in Myriad Ways, Rumsfeid Says wanted {0 do as an adult, he always said, "I wanttobe a

WASHINGTON, March 28 - Americans nationwide continue to support U.S. soldier, get married, and have kids.”
servicemembers’ efforts in nelping countries like Afghanistan and (raq establish —

free and democratic secieties, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld fold
reporters at & Pentagon news conference. To highlight these initiatives and to
create a forum fe foster additionat participation and support, Rumsfeld said,
DoD recently faunched the "America Supports You" web site; On March 31, he
noted, £nid, Okla., will become the first U.S. city to adopt an Army brigade and
an Air Force squadron as part of the America Supports You program. {story}

The Medal of Honor is the nation’s
highest medal for vator in combat
that can be awarded to members of
the armed forces.

(Army web tribute) (video) {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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President Bush Awards First Medal of Honor in Global War on Terror

"On this day two years ago, Sergeant Smith gave his all for his men. Five days later, Baghdad fell, and the Iraqi pecple were
liberated. And today, we bestow upon Sergeant Smith the first Medal of Honor in the war on terror. He's also the first to be awarded
this new Medal of Honor flag, authorized by the United States Congress. We count ourselves blessed to have soldiers like Sergeant
Smith, who put their lives on the line to advance the cause of freedom and protect the American people. Like every one of the men
and women in uniform who have served in Operation Iragi Freedom, Sergeant Paul Smith was a volunteer. We thank his family for
the father, husband and son and brother who can never be replaced. We recall with appreciation the fellow soldiers whose lives he
saved, and the many more he inspired. And we express our gratitude for a new generation of Americans, every bit as selfless and
dedicated fo liberty as any that has gone on bafore - a dedication exemplified by the sacrifice and valor of Sergeant First Class Paul

Ray Smith.” (White House ceremony franscript) (story) (Pentagon ceremony transcrint) (story) (story)
President George W. Bush
The White House, Aprif 4, 2005

Deputy Secretary Wolfowitz Thanks Veterans for Service to Their Country
‘| want to thank all of you servicemembers for your service to our country. Whether you're combat veterans or not, you have put on

the uniform, you have contributed fo a cause greater than yourselves, and we are in your debt. We are particularly in the debt of all of
you who served and sacrificed in combat. You are testimony to the fact that freedom isn't free. And | personally feel deeply indsbted
to all of you for being able to live in this great country today. To the veterans of World War |l the veterans of Korea, the veterans of
Vielnam, the veterans of Desert Starm, and now our newest combat veterans from Afghanistan and iraq, you're all heroes.”
(transcript) (story}
| Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz
Opening Ceremonies, Disabled American Veterans Winter Sports Clinic
Snowmass Village, Colo,, April 3, 2005

Medal of Honor Presentation In the News
THE 5% IS B VM) | | BushLauds New Iragi Government
7 \ J WASHINGTON, April 7 — President Bush has extended congratulations to Iraq’s

Transitional National Assembly on its selection of its next president and two
deputy presidents. Jalal Talabani, a Kurdish leader, was formalty sworn in as
president today. Ghazi al-Yawer, who had been serving as Iraq's interim
president, and Adil Abd al-Mahdi were swom in as deputy presidents. {story)

Army fo "Agqgressively Attack' Potential Recruiting Shortfalls

WASHINGTON, April 6 — The Army fell short of its recruiting goals for the first

K part of this year, but the service is working to improve the situation, DoD's top
§ personnel official tola a Senate Armed Services subcommitiee. {story}

Space Important to U.S. National Security, General Says |
WASHINGTON, April & = “The importance of the space mission to our naticnal

security cannot be overstated,” Marine Gen. James E. Cartwright told a

O i Gy e subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services Committee. The economy and
President Bush presents the family of U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Americans guality of life and nationa! defense, he said, "are all linked to our
Class Paul Ray Smith with Smith's Medal of Honor ata freedom of action in space.” (story)

White House ceremony on April 4, 2005..(From left |

daughter Jessica, 18; wife, Birgit; and son David, 11) (UsS. - Oklahoma Town Takes 'America Supports You' a Step Further

- Army photo by Staff Sgt..Reeba Critser) (photoessay}) . -| | ENID, Okla., Aprit 1 ~ The prairie town that sprung from a fand grab in 1893
—— e - has evolved into Enid, Okla., a city that's proudly proclaiming “Enid Supports

— You' fo U.S. servicemembers. The city joined DoD's “America Supports You®
DoD announces criteria for two campaign medals. {release) program, the first community to form a parinership with the program. {story)

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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- From the Podium
President Bush Thanks U.S. Troops for Their Role in Fighting Terror
“The terrorists have made Iraq a central front in the war on terror. Because of your service, because of your sacrifice, we are
defeating them there where they live, so we do not have to face them where we live, Because of you, the people of [raq no longer live
in fear of being executed and left in mass graves. Because of you, freedom is taking root in Iraq. Our success in Iraq will make
America safer, for us and for future generations. In my liberation message to the [ragi people, | made them a solemn promise: ‘The
government of Irag, and the future of your country, will soon belong to you.' | went on to say: “We will help you build a peaceful and
representative government that protects the rights of all citizens. And then our military forces will leave.™ {transcript) {story)
President George W. Bush
Fort Hoed, Texas, April 12, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Press Availability with Prime Minister Allawi
“Every time | come back | am impressed by the closer coordination with the Iragi security forces, with the strengthening of the Iraqi
Security Forces in terms of their training and equipping. Needless to say, our goal is to have the Iragi Security Forces assume ful

responsibility of the secunty of the country as the basis for continuing the successful political process and the successtil economic
reconstruction of the country.” {transcript) {story)

Secrelary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Baghdad, Iraq, April 12, 2005

In the News - | Calnof the o!ors

Joint Chiefs Chairman Says U.3., Latin American Cooperation Growing
WASHINGTON, April 13 — The military-to-military relationships between the

United States and countnies of Latin America continue to improve, Air Force Gen.
Richard B. Myers said following meetings in the region April 10-12. Myers visited
Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico during a three-day tour to the region. {story)

Afghanistan Seeking Closer, Long-Term Ties to U.S.

KABLUL, Afghanistan, April 13 — Afghanistan is “aggressively seeking" a closer
economic and strategic security relationship with the United States, Afghan
President Hamid Karzai said here. (story)

Security Conditions Improving in Southern Afghanistan

QALAT, Afghanistan, April 13 - The securify situation in the southern region of
Afghanistan has improved considerably over the past year, local commanders
told Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld here. Much improvement in the
southeastern part of the country can be attributed fo concerted efforts among
Coalition and Iragi forces to improve conditions as construction progresses along
the Ring Road, between Kabul, Kandahar and Herat. {story)

Readiness, Environment Missions "Closely Intertwined' 'Regsnt

WA.SHINGTON, April 13 — Sustaining readirjess_ an_d talfing care of the Ry Infantry Division (Light), Scofiold Bafracks, Hawaii,
environment are not separate realms but twin missions in the same cause, Paul participate in'a Casing of the Colors Ceramony at the
Mayberry, deputy undersecretary of defense for readiness, told environmental Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, on Apal 13, 2008, The- .
managers and DoD officials in Tampa. “We have all come to realize," he said, : ?ﬂ{f&%ﬁ“&fﬁ;iﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬂfﬂ
‘that as far as military training goes, readiness and environmental responsibilities ____.__C;'fmed Joit Task Foroe 76.ivolvementin. .. .
are closely intertwined and cannot be separated. Range sustainment makes us . Operation Enduring Freedom, (spc Je,qu Combes)

alt responsible for keeping our forces ready and for protecting the environmental

resources entrusted to our care. Qur missions are inseparable.” (story} Support the Troops- www.AmericaSupportsY oy.mil

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2ES56 - Washington, DC 20301-1404
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- From the Podium

Secretary England Highlights Major Challenges He Would Face as Next Deputy Secretary of Defense

"...We live in a time of confrontational challenges and strategic uncertainties. Our Nation is confronted by fundamentally different
chalienges than those faced by the American defense establishment in the Cold War and in previous eras. The major challenge
confronting the Secretary and the Deputy, along with our Nation, is to influence events before threats become more dangerous and
less manageable. Our goal is to defeat today's threats and to prepare the Department of Defense fo meet the threats and
uncertainties of the 215t century.” (statement) (story)

Secretary of the Navy Gordon England
Senate Armed Services Committee, Capitol Hill, April 19, 2005

Lt. Gen. Metz Testifies on Readiness of Military Units in Operation Iragi Freedom

“The Army's training strate'gy produced soldiers, leaders and units that were well prepared for the intense demands of counter-
insurgency operations in iraq. Our training strategy relies on a building block approach that first emphasizes sound application of
basic skills, and then increases the complexity of the tasks and demands of the environment. Everything begins with the individual
soldier, who must be ready to fight anytime, anywhere. No rear area exists in Iraq, only frontlines, and every soldier knows it. They
have to be ready from the moment they cross the berm into Iraq, and they were." (statement)

Lt Gen. Thomas Metz
Commander of |ll Corps and Fort Hood; former commander of Multi-National Corps-Irag
Senate Armed Services Committee, Capitol Hill, Aprit 20, 2005

In the News _______Combat Mission _

Mullen Sees 3 Main Challenges Facing U.S. Navy

WASHINGTON, April 19 — Adm. Michae! Mullen told the Senate Armed
Services Committee that if he is confirmed as the next chief of naval operations,
he will fight for the sailors who are doing so much for freedom around the world.
Mullen, who woutd succeed Adm. Vemn Clark, currently commands U.S, Naval
Forces Europe and Allied Joint Ferce Command Naples. (story)

DoD Joint Task Force Making Progress Against IED Threat
WASHINGTON, April 18 — Crudely assembled and easy fo make, improvised
explosive devices are the biggest threat to servicemembers in Afghanistan and
Iraq, according to the head of a new Pentagon task force looking into ways to
betler protect troops. {story)

Language 'Is Latest Weapon in America’s 21t Century Arsenal

WASHINGTON, Apﬂ' 18 - DEEPitE the tremendous advances in military (Apr. 20, 2005) " A- - Hornet, assigned to the "Argonauts”

hardware and technology on display in the global war on terror, there are still of Strike Fighter Sguadron One Four Seven (VFA-147), flies over

some capabilities only humans can provide. That was the thinking behind a new Iraq during a combat mission prior to retuming to the Nimiiz-ciass

initiafive to improve foreign language and cultural expertise at DoD. (story} aircraft carrier USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70). The Carl Vinson Carrier
Strike Group is conducting operations in support of multi-nationat

Exchange Services' Prepaid Phone Cards Better Than Others foroes n raq ﬁrdngatgtmo securty ”ﬁﬁ’g‘:f;;;’;;"fsﬁ;ﬁf" Gul

148 _ : : : arl Vinson will e y wi
?AinlrEgEON’ ?Tl :]8 : "iv'ahen Itt G'ﬁmes dtﬂ hu?'ﬁ prﬁqpald phnne: dcardi tumcatil Norfolk, Va., and will conduct a three-year refuei and complex
om raq or Afghanistan, not all cards are alike. Many prepaid cards tha averhau!. {U.S. Navy photo by Cmdr. Don Berry)

offer low per-minute calling charges are actually geared for stateside use,

according to Judd Anstey, public affairs speciafist for the Army and Air Force
Exchange Service. When used overseas to cail home, these-type prepaid cards Show Your SUpﬁOrt For the Troops

often buy just a fraction of their advertised calling minutes. (story) Log on to AmericaSupportsYou.mil
WWW. PD .
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- From the Podium

Gen. Myers Discusses Progress in Irag
“The essential point is that for things to work in Iraq, you got to work against -- what we said, all these lines of operation, of which

good governance is one, which means the political process must go forward. We must have a cabinet appointed here very

quickly. The ministries must continue to work. People must focus on two things, developing a constitution and developing their
ministries into functioning ministries that continue to help. Without that — and that's what will give the disenfranchised, the various
sects, hope. And that's got to be part of the strategy. So to focus on any one part of this and say — to draw conclusions, | think, would
be wrong. You've got to look at the total picture.” {transcript) {story)

Gen. Richard B. Myers
Press Conference at the Pentagon, April 26, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Testifies Before Senate, Discusses BRAC

“The new global security environment drives the approach to our domestic force posture as well. The Department continues to

maintain more military bases and facilities than are needed -- consuming and diverting valuabie personnel and resources. Base

Realignment and Closure, or BRAC, wiil allow the Depariment to reconfigure its current infrastructure to one that maximizes

warfighting capability and efficiency. And it will provide substantial savings over fime -- money that is needed to improve the quality

of life for the men and women in uniform, for force pmtectmn and for investments in needed weapons systems.” {statement) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Statement before Senate Appropriations Defense Subcc:«mmlttae Capitol Hill, Apnit 27, 2005

In the News | o Super Support

WASHINGTON, April 28 — Message to U.S. froops:
Spiderman and Captain America Support You. And the
two Marvel Comics superheroes came fo the Pentagon
to prove it. Spiderman, the original webbed wonder,
and Captain America, a former 88-pound weakling who
a science experiment turned into the perfect soldier,
visited the nation's military headquarters to shake
hands, pose for photos and unveil a new Marvel comic
book that features a military character in the opening
scene. The comic was designed and is being
gdistributed in partnership with DoD's "America
Supports You" program, which seeks to showcase
ways in which the American public is supporting the
men and women of the armed forces, and the Army
and Air Farce Exchange Service.

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400
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. From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Testlfies Before Senate, Discusses BRAC

“The new global secunty environment drives the approach to our domestic force posture as well. The Department continues fo
maintain more milltary bases and facilities than are needed -- consuming and diverting valuable personnel and resources. Base
Realignment and Closure, or BRAC, will allow the Department to reconfigure its current infrastructure to one that maximizes
warfighting capability and efficiency. And it will provide substantial savings over time — money that is needed to improve the quality of
life for the men and women in uniform, for force protection, and for investments in needed weapons systems.” {statement) {stary)

Statement before Senate Appropriations Defense Subcommittee, Capitol Hill, April 27, 2005

Gen. Myers Discusses Progress in Irag

“The essential point is that for things to work in Iraq, you got to work against -- what we said, all these lines of operation, of which
good governance is one, which means the political process must go forward. We must have a cabinet appointed here very

quickly. The ministries must continue to work. People must focus on two things, developing a constitution and developing their
ministries into functioning ministries that continue to help. Without that — and that's what will give the disenfranchised, the various
sects, hope. And that's got to be part of the strategy. So to focus on any one part of this and say -- to draw conclusions, | think, would

be wrong. You've got 0 look at the total picture.” {transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Gen. Richard B. Myers
Press Conference at the Pentagon, April 26, 2005

In the News

Bush Pleased With Progress in Irag, Explains N. Korea Steps

WASHINGTON, April 28 — President Bush said the Iragi people are making good
progress in creafing a democracy in the nation and said that as the democracy takes
root, more people will see the benefits. He spoke during a White House press
canference April 28, "There are sill some in Iraqg who aren't happy with democracy,”
Bush said. "They want to go back to the old days of tyranny and darkness, torture
chambers and mass graves. | believe we're making really good progress in iraq,
because the Iraqi people are beginning to see the benefits of a free society.” (story)

Bush Proposes Qil Refineries on Closed Military Bases

WASHINGTON, April 27 ~ President Bush has unveiled a plan to encourage building
oil refineries on military sites that have closed. Speaking at a Small Business
Administration conference, he recommended this and other initiatives to address the
country's energy needs and reduce dependence on foreign energy sources. (slory)

Pace Passes Along Combat Lessons to West Polnt Cadets

WASHINGTON, April 28 - You could hear a pin drop as Marine Gen. Peter Pace fold
cadets at the U.S. Military Academy here about his experiences during the Vietnam
War. Pace, the vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, was doing more than telling
war stories o an appreciative audience. He was passing along hard-won lessons to
young leaders who in all likelihood ceuld find themseives in combat next year. (story)

Georgia Air Force Base Struts lts Stuff for Civilian Leaders

MOGDY AIR FORCE BASE, Ga., April 27 — Moody Air Force Base, home of the
J47th Rescue Wing and the anly active duty combat-search-and-rescue wing in the
U.8. Air Force, pufled out all stops Apri 26 for a visiting group of civic leaders. The
Joint Civilian Orientation Conference is a weeklong tour of military iristallatiohs for
top civic and community leaders from across the United States. {story)

Captain America greets children of servicemenoers
assigned to the Pentagon on April 28, 20035. {DoD photo by
U5, Air Force Tech, Sgt. Chene A, Thurlby)

WASHINGTON, April 28 — Message to U.S. troops:
Spiderman and Captain America Support You, And
the two Marvel Comics superherces came fo the
Pentagon to prove it. Spiderman, the original webbed
wonder, and Captain America, a former 98-pound
weakling who a science experiment turned into the

perfect soldier, visited to shake hands, pose for photos
and unveil a new Marvel comic book that features a
military character in the opening scene. The comic

was designed and is being distributed in partnership
with DoD's "America Supports You" program, which
seeks fo showcase ways in which the American public
s stpporting the men and womenr of the armed forces, -
and the Army and Air Force Exchange Service. (story)
(storvt www AmesicaSunoortsYou mil |

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

Al information derived from cpen sources. Na endorsement implied,



Pentagon Briefing

- A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense
- www.pentagonchannei.mif

www. defendamerica.mif

- From the Podium

Gen. Myers Says U.S. Military Ready to Handle Any Task

“The message i'm sending to Congress is that the United States military can fulfill its tasks under the National Security Strategy, the
National Defense Strategy and the Naticnal Military Strategy and we will be successful and prevail in anything that our Nation asks us
to do under those strategies and that’s the bottom line.” (franscript) (story)

Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers
Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Media Stakeout, The Pentagon, May 3, 2005

Lt. Gen. Conway Says Jointness Now Way of Life in U.S. Military

"My personal view is that jointness is almost passe now. K is a way of life. And as a classic example, in Ramadi we had a Marine
battalion working for an Army brigade commander who worked for a Marine division commander who worked for me, and | work for
an Army three-star. So itis - it has infiltrated up and down the chain of command. We still have some work to do on interopertability,
in terms of the equipment meshing and some of that type of thing. But the concepts are there. And you're going to see soon our Army
soldiers wearing a 1st Marine Division or a 2nd Marine Division patch that represents their battle patch. And | think that!l be very
symbolic of this whole idea of jointness.” (transcript) (story)

Marine Lt. Gen. James T. Conway
Dirgctor, Operations, Joint Staff
Pentagon Press Conference, May 5, 2005

In the News Standing Watch

Bush Lauds Pakistan for Capture of Top al Qaeda Genera!

WASHINGTON, May 4 — Calling it "a critical victory in the war on terror,” President Bush praised the
Pakistani government for capturing Abu Faraj al-Libbi, the No. 3 man in Osama bin Laden's al
Qaeda terror network. "Al-Libbi was a top general for bin Laden,” Bush said, before beginning a
Social Security address to the Latino Coalition Conference here. "He was a major facilitator and a
chief planner for the al Qaeda network. His arrest removes a dangerous enemy who was a direct
threat to America and for those who love freedom.” {story)

IED Conference Looks for Solutions to Save Lives

HATTIESBURG, Miss., May 4, 2005 — Powerful improvised explosive devices set off by cell phones,
doorbeils, toy remotes and tripwires are the leading cause of death among U.S. soldiers in Iraq. For
that reason, Army L. Gen. Russel L. Honore, commander of 1st U.S. Army, summoned observers
and trainers from his command to Camp Shelby here for a two-day conference to discuss ways 1o
better frain sofdiers to react, intardict and defeat IEDs on the battlefield. {story)

Investigation Finds talian Officer’s Death a ‘Tragic Accident’
WASHINGTON, May 1 - Army investigators have recommended that no disciplinary action be taken

against U.S. soldiers in the March 4 killing of Italian inteliigence officer Nicola Calipari, Multinational

Force Iraqg officials announced April 30. Calipari's death, according to a recently completed Army 1).S. Ammy Pfc. Ray Browrlee stands a night
investigation, was whoily unintentional and not attributable to negligence by the soldiers. [story) watch at Forward Operating Base Hotel as a
storm rapidly approaches Najaf, raq, on
Pentagon Concert Kicks Off First 'America Supports You Salute' Aptil 26, 2005, Brownige is atfached to
WASHINGTON, May 5 — Al five sides of the Pentagon reverberated with the patriotic sounds of Headquarters Company, st Batialion, 138th.
country music as more than a thousand servicemembers and DoD civifians packed around the ._I"-:‘:; *:%E?%“T;L:tiﬁtgggiﬁ%gi i
building's courtyard stage fo hear a tribute concert to the troops today. Country musicians Craig Male Edward G, Martens US, Navy)

- Morgan, Keni Thomas and Rockie perfarmed for the crowd. All three singers have served in the

Army. The concert was part of the first America Supports You Salute to the Men and Women of the

Armed Forces. America Supports You is a Defense Department program designed fo highlight how

Americans across the country are supporting the troops. (story) (photo essay) WWW.americasupportsyou mil
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From the Podium

Operation Matador Launched in Western Iraq to Eliminate Foreign Fighters and Insurgents

“Multinational forces centinue Operation Matador in the western portion of the Al-Anbar province. The mission is to eliminate insurgents and
foreign fighters in this region that's known for its smuggiing and as a recent focation for foreign fighters and insurgents. Recently iragis have
taken over the Iragi TIPS hotline from U.S. forces in Baghdad, where Iragi civilians can anonymously report criminal and insurgent

activity. In the first week of operation under Iragi controi, we find that the numbers of calls that have provided substantive information have
increased tenfold. And we see that as a testament to the determination of those Iragis who want to see a safe and stable country.”

(transcript) (story)

BRAC Rationalizes DoD Infrastructure to Force Structure

Marine Lt. Gen, James T, Conway
Pentagon Briefing, May 10, 2005

‘| want to spend a moment just on this notion of the 20-25 percent or the 24 percent excess capacity because it has caused periodically
some confusion. That number was never meant to suggest nor did it ever suggest that one in four bases would be closed throughout this
process. [t was a parametric estimate similar to a study that the Congress had requested six years earlier that resulted in a number of 23
percent excess, and it was a base closure construct that was not a military value analysis, nor was it a BRAC analysis. So what we've done
with an actual BRAC process is we've put the appropriate military value around our installations and the functions that we're analyzing, to
come up with a way to rationalize our infrastructure to our force structure in a way that improves military effectiveness and in addition to

support the warfighter.” (transcript} {story)

Phil Grone, DUSD Installations & Environment, May 10, 2005
Pentagon Briefing on Base Closure and Realignment {BRAC)

;-Haﬂ Fefl*f ﬁ}fﬁcer End Class R:fan A Legge meci:s radar mhhes
~Tor corosion hlgh on the mast of the; gmded m:ssiie cruiser USS

" Normandy {CG 60} as the LSS Firebolt (PC:10)-and USS T}*phmn {F’C- |

- 5) conduct refueling nperatluns alongside on May 8, 2005 The USS
Nﬂrmaﬂdy, LSS Typhoon and LSS Fireboltare mnductmg maritime

- securify uperatinns séttirg the conditions for secirty and stability in-the

~miarifiroe envirorimient. (Photo PH1 (AW/SW) ROBERT MCRILL, FLEET
COMBAT CAMERA; ATEANTIC, !NDiAH OCEﬂN CﬂﬁST {}F -
- SOMALIA; HORN'OF AFRICA} - .

BRAC Base Reafignment and Closure 2005

The BRAC press briefing will be 10:30 a.m. on Friday, May 13.
Information will be avallable-at the conelusion of the briefing at .
www.gefenselink. milibrac. The web page is already set up with
articles, franscripts and docurnents, Watch the brigfing live on the

pentagonchannel.mi.

In the News

Bush Approves $82 Billion in Supplemental Funding
WASHINGTON, May 12 - President Bush signed inte law on May 11
legislation that provides $82 billion in supplemental funding, most of it o
help cover the cost of operations in [raq and Afghanistan. The measure
provides $75.9 billion for the Defense Department, including funds for
Operations Enduring Freedom and Iragi Freedom. Aiso included are
additional protections for deployed froops and new benefits for wounded
servicemembers andg families of those killed in the war, {story)

Rumsfeld Meets with Six Latin-American Presidents

WASHINGTON, May 11 — Six presidents of Latin American nations met
with Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsield and other senior officials at
the Pentagen foday. Foliowing a ceremony, Rumsfeld and the presidents
discussed economic development and security, as well as what effect the
Central American Free Trade Agreement woutd have on those issues. The
six presidents will meet with President Bush on May 12 to press the case
for ratifying the free-trade agreement. "Economic progress and security are
interdependent," Rumsfeld said in a Pentagon written release. (story)

EUCOM Commander Describes Dverseas Basing Priorities
WASHINGTON, May 10 - The top U.S. general in Europe supports plans
to reshape the U.S. force structure overseas and said it's a catical step in
ensuring the U.S. military is prepared to face new and emerging threats,
Forward presence of U.S. troops, both permanent and rotationat, wil
confinue to be an essential componant of U.S. national strategy, Marine

Gen. James L. Jones, commander of U.S, European Command, said in a

"étatement. {story)

Support the Troops - www.americasupportsyou.mil
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From the Podium

Rumsfeld Says BRAC Process Transparent, Stresses Military Value

*... The services and the combatant commanders and the members in the Department of Defense have spent years in preparing
these (BRAC) recommendations. it is hard work. It involved millions of pieces of data. The task is over. It is now in the hands of this
commission. And this commission wilt hold hearings and it wit hear from people, and i will leam more things and have hearings. And
that's a good.thing. And then i{ll go to the president. And then it'll go to the Congress. So this process is one that was based in
statute. It is one that has been transparent. It has had the principle interest being military value, throughout, and that is at the root of

these recommendations.” (transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Media Availability, Capitol Hill, May 16, 2005

Gen. Abizaid Says Middle East Rejecting Terrorists

"F_’Enaple like Zarqawi and bin Laden are regarded by the whole region as being extremists. The people out there don't want them o
win. They have no vision of the future. It's just a dark, dark way ahead. People don't befieve in them, and they don't want them to
win. They want to enable their own government to win the battle, and that's why the Iragis are going to win on their own.” (transcript)

Army Gen, John Abizaid
Commander, U.S. Central Command

Media Availability, Capitol Hiil, May 18, 2005

ARMED FORCES DAY__

iy | ) {0

AMERICA
SUPPORTS
YOU

Anned an Day 'S May 2%, President
Harry 8. Truman led the effort to establish a
single holiday for ctizens to come together
and thank our military members for their
patriotic service in support of our country.
On August 31, 1948 Secretary Lowis
Johnson anncunced the creation of an
Ammed Forces Day to replace separate
Ammy, Navy, Marine Comps and Air Force
Days. The celebration stemmed from the
unification of the Armed Forces under one

~ department = the Department of Defense.
. www.AmericaSupportsYou. mil

DoD BRAC web site

In the News

BRAC 2005: Rumsfeld, Myers State Their Case to Commission

WASRHINGTON, May 16 - As the military confronts the "new demands of the war against extremism
and other evolving chalenges in the world," the Defense Department's recommendations for base
realignments and closures are necessary, Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld told the commission
considering DoD's proposals. Rumsfeld and Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Air Force Gen.
Richard B. Myers stressed the joint approach taken in forming this year's BRAC recommendations,
(story) (Army BRAC story] {Navy, Marine BRAC story} {Air Force BRAC story)

Latest Zargawi Message 'An Qutrage,’' Myers Says |
WASHINGTON, May 18 - Chairman of the Joini Chiefs of Staff Gen, Richard B. Myers called a

~ purported new audio message from fugifive terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi "an outrage.” In a
message posted on some Islamic web sites today, a speaker introduced as Zarqawi states that
Mustims killing innocent Muslims is religiously sanctioned in a holy war. {story)

Pentagon Official Debunks Koran Desecration Story

WASHINGTON, May 17 - A Newsweek magazine articie accusing U.S. personne!l at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, of desecrating a Koran has no basis in fact, a senior Defense Department official said
here. "We've certainty found nothing that would give any substance to the Newsweek story,"
Lawrence Di Rita, principal deputy assistant secretary of defense for public affairs, toid reporters
today at a Pentagon news conference. (story)

Bill s Reservist, Troops During Performance
RALEIGH, N.C., June 18 [NNS) -- Former Hospital Corpsman 3rd Class-turned-actor/comedian Biil

Cosby took time to honor a locai Navy Reservist during his performance here, Afier meeting with
her backstage, Cosby told Navy Counselor 15t Class Lauren R. Fyfe to follow him out onto the
stage. He introduced her to thousands in attendance and began to ask her about her Navy service
.and the Navy's role in the war on terrorism. Cosby led the audience in a round of applause for Fyfe.
Later, he asked the audience to join him in three moments of silence for those serving overseas and
those who will not be returning and for the family members of those service members. {story)
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- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeid Addresses Philadelphia World Affairs Council

“What, then, is the strategy for winning this struggle against viclent extremists? | would offer some of the following considerations.
First, we must find ways to reduce the ideological appeal of viclent extremism. This is a chief motivation behind President Bush's
strategy of promoting political and economic freedom. When people have more cantrol aver their own lives, and have civil outlets
through which to air and remedy grievances, they are far less likely to be attracted to the appeais of extremists.” (remarks) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
May 25, 2005, Philadelphia

Brig. Gen. Carter Ham Addresses Reports Al-Zarqawi Has Been Wounded

"I'd love to be able to confirm or deny that, but the truth is, we are not able to do so. We do not have an independent corroboration of

the statements from the Iraqi govemment officials. | would also note, though, that it's important to put this in context. While Zargawi

certainly Is an important character, his organization is bigger than just one guy. And so his demise, whether he be captured -- which
would be preferable -- orif he's killed or wounded, that will not cause al Qaeda in Iraq to cease to function. So it is - it is important,
certanly. But it -- if he's killed or captured, it won't cause the organization to necessarily crumble.” {transcript} {story)

Army Brig. Gen. Carter Ham
Pentagon Press Briefing, May 26, 2005

Present Arms

A Naw Colc:r Guaﬂ:l presents arms in preparatmn fnr 3 21gun salute
during the dedication of 2 Vietnam Memoria Monument at Naval
Amphibious Base Coronado in San Diego, Calif., on May 21, 2005. The
ceremony was held to honor Navy and Coast Guard personnel who lost
their lives during the Vietnam War. oD phato by Petty Officer 2nd
Class Prince Albert Hughes fll, U.S. Navy. |Released)

Memorial Day, Armed Forces Day 2005
Message From the Secretary of Defense

This new war we face has required our military fo adapt its
thinking, and challenged us to prepare in new ways. Yet
whatever the mission, whatever the chalienge that lies before us,
each of you who are serving our country. are confronting it with...

grit and courage. § thank each of you and your families for your

service to our country. (link to full text)

In the News

Rumsfeld Praises 'All-American Division’

FCRT BRAGG, N.C., May 26 - Speaking to 12,000 §2nd Airborne Division
soldiers gathered here at Pike Field for their annual divisionwide review,
Defense Secretary Rumsfeld praised the "All-American® Division's
accomplishments in Afghanistan, Irag and the greater Middle East. [story)

Operation Squeeze Play Aims to Crack Down on Terrorists
WASHINGTCN, May 23 - Local commanders from the Iragi Interior and
Defense ministries and Coalition forces met May 21 {o discuss Operation
Sgueeze Play, which is designed lo deal with terronst actions in Baghdad's
Rusafa neighborhocd. "This is just the baginning of a new era of
cooperation between the iraqi police, public-order brigades and the Iragi
army. From now on, forces from the Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Defense
and Coalition forces will work together to defeat the terrorists in Baghdad,”
U.S. Army Cal. Joseph DiSalvo, commander of Coalition forces in the
easten Baghdad area, said to open the meeting. {story}

Program Returns Wounded Guard, Reserve Troops Home to Recover
WASHINGTON, May 24 - When wounded active-compenent soldiers get
sent home from a deployment for medical care, they're generally freated
directly at their home bases. Not so for their reserve-component
counterparts, Typically they return to their mobilizafion stations and get
assigned to a medical hoid company. There, sometimes hundreds or even
thousands of miles away from their homes and families, they recetve
follow-on medical care that can stretch out for months. But now new
Community-Based Healthcare Organizations offices arrange for wounded
froops to live at home while getting medical care in their communities
through a military facility or civilian Tricare provider. {story)

Support the troops -- www.americasupportsyou.mil
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- Off They Go From the Podium
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E T A Vice President Addresses Air Force Academy Graduates

“To protect the American people, we are confronting new dangers
with & new national security strategy. During the '80s and '90s, as
terror networks began to wage attacks against Americans, there was
a tendency to treat those attacks as isolated incidents. And those
acts were answered, if at all, on an ad hoc basis with stibpoenas,
criminal indictments, and the occasional cruise missile. As time
passed, the ferrorists concluded that they could hit America with very
little consequence fo themselves and might even change American
policy through acts of murder, so their attacks became more
ambitious and more deadly. After 9/11 this nation made a decision:
We will not sit back and wait for future aftacks. We will prevent those
attacks by taking the fight to the enemy.” {transcript) {(story)

Vice President Richard B. Cheney
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Graduates toss their parade caps into the air as the contrails from five ;
F-185 stream averhegs during tl:;m U.S. Air Force Academy graduation on June 1, 2005, Colorado Springs, Colo.
June 1, 2005. Nine hundred six graduates became commissioned officers
in the U.S. Air Force after their four-year curriculum that began shortly Gen. Myers Says Insurgents Forced to Change Tactics
before Sept. 11, 2001. White House photo by David Bohrer. | | “We're seeing the insurgents in lrag change their tactics and swiich
their centers of gravity because of the perseverance and
commitment of Coalition forces — and not only Coalition forces, but
In the News the Iraqi people ... aimed at afree Irag. Let me tell you what | mean
_ by centers of gravity. First the insurgents tried to drive out the
Rumsfeld Travels {o Asia, Europe for Defense Minister Talks Coalition from Irag, but we're still there. Next they focused on Iraqi
WASHINGTON, June 1 - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld security forces, but they continue 1o sign up in record numbers. And
departs from Washington early June 2 fo attend international then they attempted to intimidate the Iraqi people, but they went to
security conferences in Singapore and Belgium, Rumsfeld will the polls and voted for a representative government. And a recent .
gpegk to defense ministers from throughout the Asia-Pacific region ooll in Iraq shows that 85 percent of the Iraqis who responded said
in Smgapur.e June 4 _at the Asia Seqnity anference, sponsored by that they would likely vote in the October constitutional
the International institute for Strategic Studies. (story) 1 | referendum. Political progress is key, of course, to success in iraq.”
Rumsfeld Calls ULS. SEWEEHMEMbEﬁ__L_ibEfﬂtﬂm ﬁranscnpn rsmw} Gen. Richard B. Mvers
WASHINGTON, June 1 - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld Sentacan Press Corference,. Jira 1. 2005
defended U.S. military men and women accused of running a entagon Fress Lonierence, June 1,
"gulag” at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The secretary spoke during a '
Pentagon press conference. "Those privileged to live in free | We Love the Troops
countsies are forever in the debt of those who make that freedom - -
possible,” Rumsfeld said. "No force in the world has done more to Adam Brodsky, New York Post (May 29)
liberale p}a:npie that they have never met, than the men and women They're euerywl':ere: Ribbons - pink, white, vellow - on cars, boats, vans,
of the United States military. That's why the recent allegation that urging support for America's troops. There are bands on people’s wrists.
the U.S. military is running a gulag at Guantanamo Bay is so American flags posted in windows or adoming porches. No question,
reprehensible.” {story} few things are as corny as these ubiquitous public dispiays of support for
. . _ Gl Joe and Jane. But that's a small price to pay for freedom. | Know:
1,000th Reconstruction Project Complsted in Iraq That notion is itself corny. But it's trupe. In facﬁ, imerica's support for its
BAGHDAD, lraq, May 31— The public spotlight recently shone on fighting men and women ultimalely may be the decisive factor in the War
an unassuming, eight-classroom school in the town of Zakho, Irag, on Terror - and many of its major battles, like Irag. That's even more frue
and for good reason. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Guif now that mititary planners are capitalizing on that support in a systematic
Region Dw:gmn, responsible for oversight of reconstruction in irag, way, magnifying its impact. It's all part of a new weapon the Pentagon
announced it had identified Betas School as its 1,000th completed rolled out last November, called "America Supports You." Here's how it
reconstruction project. (story} {link to Corps site} works: Through a Web site {America Supports You.mif), Americans -
] PR T _ | individuals, businesses; private-organizations - can register their support:
Support the Troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil for the troops. They can list campaigns they've launched or simply send
messages to GIs. {link to op-ed)
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- From the Podium

President Bush Reaffirms Coalition Support For Iraqis '

*Prime Minister Blair and | share a common vision of 8 world that is free, prosperous, and at peace. When men and women are free
to choose their own governments, o speak their minds, and to pursue a good life for their families, they build a strong, prosperous
and just society. This is the vision chosen by Iragis in elections in January. And the United States and Britain will stand with the Irag
people as they continue their journey toward freedom and democracy. We'll support Iraqis as they take the lead in providing their own
securty. Our strategy is clear: We're training Iragi forces so they can take the fight to the enemy, so they can defend their country.
And then our troops will come home with the hnnur they have eamed.” (transcript) (story)

o President George W. Bush
Joint Press Conference with British Prime Minister Blair
The White House, June 7, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Stresses Importance of Pacific Region Countries
“...the region of course and the Pacific countries are enormously important to the United States. If you think of the changes that have

taken place in the region and the number of countries which now have free political systems and the number of countries which have
relatively free economic systems and the success a number of those countries have had...It's a region of growing importance in the
world and it's important to the United States to be engaged with these countries.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
En route to Singapore, June 2, 2005

In the News Airfield Operations

BRAC Communities Regained 90 Percent Of Lost Jobs, Official Says
DENVER, June 8 — Redevelopment efforts have created more than 115,000
new jobs nationwide in communities affected by the last four base realignment
and closure actions, a senior Defense Department official said here this week.
Those employment gains account for "nearly 90 percent of the civilian jobs that
were lost” as the result of BRAC rounds conducted in 1988, 1891, 1993, and
1993, said Patrick J. O'Brien, director of DoD's Office of Economic Adjustment.

{story)

England Says DoD Actions Must Be 'Above Reproach'
WASHINGTON, June 7 - Emphasizing that the Defense Department has "very
high ethical standards," acting Deputy Defense Secretary Gordan England told

the Senate Armed Services Committee that he expects everyone in DoD to act Corps Lance Gpi Gilb ,
legally and ethically with every action they deal with. England appeared before airfield operator, sprays the airfield at Camp Korean Village,
the committee today along with other high-ranking defense officials to provide iraq, with dust abating solution, May 31, 2005. The miure

4 \ . keeps dust and debris from damaging aircraft and restricting
testimony about the DoD ||"|$pECtDr Generat's ME"EGEmEﬂt ﬁCﬂUUﬂtﬂbllltj’ the view of pilots. DoD photo by Cpl. Rocco DeFilippis,
Review of the Boeing KC-767A Tanker Program. (story) USMC

Media Need to Focus on Extremist Acts, Myers Says -
KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia, June 6 — The media ought fo focus on the very

real, vicious acts of violent extremists, and not on vague allegations of Koran AMERICA SUPPORTS YOU
abuse, Gen, Richard B. Myers said to reporters here. (story) « OUR MILITARY MEN & WOMEN ~»

AmericaSupportsYou.mii
Contrast Between Two Koreas 'Profound,' Rumsfeld Says

SINGAPCRE, June 4 — The difference between freedom and tyranny is more

vivid on the Korean peninsuia than in any other place on Earth, Defense Send a message to the troops from the America Supports
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said here. I his speech-at the Asia Security You Web-site and read how others-are-supporiing our -
Conference, Rumsfeld said the United States has urged North Korea to return servicemen and women. www,AmericaSupportsYou.mil

to the Six-Party Talks over the country's proliferation ambitions. {story)
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Secretary Rumsfeld Qutlines Guantanamo Policies

From the Podium

"Detainees are sent to Guantanamo only after a proper screening process that identifies these prisoners who pose a threat to the
United States or who have intelligence value. The kind of people held at Guantanamo include terrorist trainers, homb-makers,
extremist recruiters and financiers, bodyguards of Osama bin Laden and would-be suicide bombers. They are not commen car
thieves. They are believed to be determined killers.” (transcript) {story) {DoD release)

Gen. Pace Discusses Army Recruiting Goals

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Conference, June 14, 2005

| think the Army's taking the right leadership approach to the problems it had the last couple of months in meeting their recruiting
goals. First of all, we should make note of the fact that they're looking for almost 8,000 more soldiers this year than they were last
year, because of our desire to grow the Army so it can transform itself, and then go back down to its prewar size. But there is an
increased number there. The Army has aliocated another 3,000 recruiters and a good deal of leadership time to train those recruiters
in getting out to our communities. Interestingly, those who serve in the Army today, who are currently on active duty, are reenlisting at
historic numbers. We have had the goals for reenlistment exceeded, especially by those units who have served in Afghanistan and
Iraq. Why? Because those soldiers have had the opportunity to serve the country the way they volunteered to do. They get it. They
understand the tremendous positive impact they are having.” {transcript) {storv)

\_!ice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Peter Pace

Pentagon Press Conference, June 14, 2005

In the News

Despite Insurgency, Things Better in Iraq, Rumsfeld Says
WASHINGTON, June 15 - Despite the insurgency, things are getting better in
Iraq, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld toid the BBC's David Frost.
Statistically, the security situation in Iraq is unchanged in recent menths. DoD
officials said between 50 and 60 attacks a day take place in the country. But
Rumsfeld pointed {o the increase in trained and equipped Iraqi security forces
as an important security and political milestone. (story)

Top Army Sergeant Outlines Transformation

WASHINGTON, June 14 — In addition 1o making the Army a sleeker, more
deployabie force, transformation will add predictability and stability to the lives of
soldiers and their families, Sgt. Maj. of the Army Kenneth C. Preston said in an
interview with the Pentagon Channel. (story)

Terrorist Threat Not Just a U.S. Problem, Cheney Says

MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, Fla., June 13 — The United States is far from
alone in facing the threat posed by terrorists, Vice President Richard B. Cheney
said here June 10 in an inferview with the Pentagon Channei. "The global
terrorist threat really is a worldwide problem:; it's not just a U.S. problem," he
said. "Since we were attacked on 9/11, obvicusly, there have been attacks in
Madrid, Casaplanca, Mombassa, Istanbut, Bali (and) Jakarta. So our ability to
deal with this threat requires really an international effort." Cheney cited the
need to share intelfigence and conduct hilateral and multinational training,
exerases and operations as being key to that effort for the United States. {story}

] . .;I;‘:“

Army Chief of Staff Gen, Peter Schoomaker administers the oath
of office to about 30 new Army volunteers fram the recruiting
district of Baitimore, Md., during Pentagon ceremonies on June 14,
2005, marking the 230%™ anniversary of the Army's founding.
Secretary of the Amy Francis J. Harvey {laft) looks on. Dol pholo
by R.D. Ward. {Released)

Support the Troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

Iragi Freedom Veteran Reflects on Meaning of Flag Day
WASHINGTON, June 14 ~ {t's been a litHe more than two
months since | returned from Irag. More than a year earlier |
premised my wife I'd come home safely, and the day |
returned, hours after | had come homs, | watched my wife
eagerly remove the Blue Star Service Banner that hung in
our front window, and she happily watched me bring down

| the yellow ribbon that had hugged our yard's corner tree for

a year. {link to Capt. Steve Alvarez's essay)
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- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Outlines Terms of Success in Iraqg

‘Iraq was a viclent place long befere its liberation, and there may undoubtedly be some violence in traq after Coaiition forces depart.
But success in this effort cannot be defined as domestic tranquility, Rather, success will be when there is a free Iraq, where Iragis are
the guarantors of their own security, with minimal Cealition involvement, And that will be a truly historic accomplishment.”

{prepared testimony) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Capitol Hill, June 23, 2005

Lt. Gen. Vines Says Iraqis Are Increasingly Rejecting the Insurgency
“(Iraqi security forces) recruiting remains very strong. And in fact, the tips are up. That's one of the things we monitor very closely, is

how effective the attacks are. And if's not just whether or not there are attacks; it is what is the effect on the [ragi population, because
iet's be honest about that. That is — what they're attempting to do is {o intimidate, threaten, coerce the population. And we see
increased evidence that the population is rejecting the insurgency. It is rejecting attacks against the population. You know, imagine:
Zargawi asserts that it is acceptable to murder innocent Iraqis, to murder innocent Muslims in the pursuit of his objectives. lragis
obviously don't agree with that. And so the number of tips are up. And that's one of the indicators that we continually monitor, is
whether - what's the effect on the population. And we see the population increasingly rejecting the insurgency at large. It wants to
see an [ragi government that provides for its own security.” (transcript) (story)
Lt. Gen. John R. Vines, Commander, Multinational Corps-lraq
Video teleconference from Baghdad with Pentagon press corps, June 21, 2005

In the News
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Cheney Aftributes Spike in Attacks to Insurgents Sensing Defeat
WASHINGTON, June 24 - Increased violence and a growing number of foreign
insurgents are signs that the United States is close to accomplishing its |
cbjective in Iraq, Vice President Richard B. Cheney said in an interview with
CNN's Woif Blitzer June 23. Cheney clarified earlier comments he made that

the insurgents in Iraq were in their last throes. There has been significant

political progress in iraq, Cheney said, and the insurgents are stepping up
violence because they recognize that ihe establishment of a democracy would
mean defeat for them. {story)

Srane

Rumsfeld: Operations at Guantanamo 'Transparent’
WASHINGTON, June 23 — There has been no torture at Guantanamo Bay,

"-Iraql SﬂlﬂlEIS frmn thie 3¥d @ﬂmpsan;ﬁ 2nid Squaidron, 8t Task: -

Cuba, Secretary Rumsfeld said in a series of radio interviews June 21. In fact, Force, follow the yellow Smioke signal o
he added, the facility there is being run as a model detention facility. (story) :_. '_needfobe seamgeﬁfnr oS and conlrah
“village of Deles, frad, ba June 24, m JJG Awﬁm rg &*"

Coaltion, NATO Forces Take Pride in Afghanistan's Progress Staﬁ Sg’t Suzannaﬂ Day efdgsad; 0 o
WASHINGTCN, June 23 - Afghanistan "has come alive," thanks to progress SR SR Tre
made during Cperation Enduring Freedom, and troops serving there can't help
but feei mofivated knowing the role they're playing in that progress, Gen. Robert Links
H. "Do¢” Foglesong said. (story)

Thank the troops -- www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

Air Force Addressing Problem of Religious Intolerance www.DefendAmerica.mil

WASHINGTON, June 22 - Air Foroes officials have instituted changes designed www.pentagonchannel.mil

to stop instances of religious intolerance. The changes came as a result of an Multi-National Force-Irag

investigation into allegations of religious disrespect at the 1.S. Air Forge Iraqi Reconstruction

Academy, The suggestions, developed by a commission headed by persennel Combined Forces Command Afghanigtan
chiefLt. Gen. Roger Brady, will be adopted Air Force-wide, said Acting Air DoD Special Reports

Force Secretary Michael L. Deminguez during a DoD news conference. (story) Military Photographers on the Front Lines

Department of Defense - Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

All information denved from opear sources. No endorsement implied,



Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense June 30, 2005
www.defendamerica.mil www.pentagonchannel.mil

- From the Podium

President Bush Thanks Troops for Courage, Service .

“To the soldiers in this hall, and cur servicemen and women across the globe; | thank you for your courage under fire and your service

to our nation. | thank our military families -- the burden of war falls especially hard on you. In this war, we have lost good men and

women who left our shores to defend freedom and did not live fo make the journey home. I've met with families grieving the loss of

loved ones who were taken from us 100 scon. {'ve been inspired by their strength in the face of such great loss. We pray for the

families. And the best way to honor the lives that have been given in this struggle is to complete the mission.” {transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush

Address to the Nation, Fort Bragg, N.C., June 28, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Qutlines Progress in irag

“The suggestion of those who say we are losing, or that we're in a quagmire, seems to be that, as long as there's violence in lraq, that
the conciusion must be that insurgents are winning. Not so. Consider the changes of the past year. A democratically elected
government is in place, and more than & million Iragis went to the poils, defying intimidation at home and skepticism here in the
United States, in their region and abroad. The Sunni minority now has belatedly recognized that boycotting their election was &
mistake. And they are rejoining the political process. Insurgents remain capable of savage attacks, to be sure. But they can no longer
take advantage of sanctuaries like Fallujah to train, plan and hold hostages. Irag's security forces have grown steadity in size and
capability. They have equipment and experience they previously lacked, and are eaming the confidence and suppoit of the Iraqi

people.” (transcripf)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
- Pentagon Press Conference, June 27, 2005

In the News
AM E RICA Insurgents Changed Tactics After Fallujah Fight, General Says
WASHINGTON, June 3C - Insurgents in iraq are increasingly employing
SUPPORTS suicide bombers and roadside explosives and not engaging U.S. and
Coalition forces in stand-up battles like the one at Fallujah last fall, a senior
x YO | ’ * U.S. military officer said in Baghdad. "I think that the ability of the enemy to
sustain high-volume attacks is just something that we haven’t seen” since
- OUR MILETARY MEN & WOMEN the Fallujah operation in November, Air Force Brig. Gen. Donald Alston, a
AMERICASUFFORTSYQLU. ML Multinational Force traq spokesman, told reporters. {story)

Overseas Basing Changes Mean Less Troop Stress, Dol Tells Senate

President Urges Americans to Thank Troops WASHINGTON, June 29 - The plan to reiocate troops from overseas
“In this time of testing, our troops can know: The American bases back to the United States as part of the Defense Departrng_nt's
people are behind you. Next week, our nation has an Global Defense Posture Realignment wili mean less stress on military

peopte and their families, DoD officials told a Senate Appropriations

opportunity to make sure that support is felt by every subcommittee here June 28, {story)

soldier, sailor, airman, Coast Guardsman, and Marine at

every outpost across the . Thi |
ygu% ﬂntggsway to thankwt}?:dmln I::dwwr?mu&?gg'e:jzﬁrg Detainees Treated Humanely as Task Force Supports Terror War

our freedom — by flying the flag, sending a letter to our WASHINGTON, June 28 — Probably no example in madern history

. . - \ matches the extent of the effort going into ensuring the fairest and most
troops in the field, or helping the military family down the humane treatment possible for enemy combatants being detained at

street. The Department of Defense has set up a website - Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, the task force commander there asserted during
AmericaSupportsYou.mil. You ¢an go there to leam about questioning by the House Armed Services Committee. Army Brig. Gen. Jay
private efforts in your own community. At this time when Hood, commander of Joint Task Force Guantanamo, said the task force

- we celebrate our freedom, Jet us stand with the menand | | members are ever mindful of the strict standards guiding their behavior.
women who defend us all.” (story)

President Bush, Fort Bragg, N.C., June 28, 2005
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Statement by Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld
on London Bomhings

This morning, the civilized world watched with
concern as the people of London saw the face of viclence and

brutality. We offer our deepest sympathies to the famflies who |

have ost loved ones and to those who were wounded.

Too often the global struggie against violent extremists
Is discussed in a context that can distract from the harsh
reality that its victims are innccent mothers and fathers,
husbands and wives, and neighbors we see and work with
-gvery day.

Images from London have shown faces filled with tears
and shock. Such faces are sadly familiar to us here in
America, However, reports from London are already telling of
calm passengers, compassionate strangers, and courageous
rescuers. And that foo is familiar -- the grace and humanity
that contrasts vividly with the hatred and violence of terrorists.

The London attacks have a special resonance for the
American peopie -- for America has no stronger or closer ally
in the world than Great Britain. We are bound together by a
common heritage, 2 common language, and a deeply shared
commitment to freedom. As President Bush indicated earlier
this moming, the United States will stand with the British
people with unflinching resolve,

Though it is not yet known with certainty precisely who
is responsible, we do know terrorists’ intentions. They sirike

without warning and without regard for human life in the hope -

that they can frighten ana intimidate free people — to change
our way of life. And they won't stop until their side or our side
has prevailed.

But if these terrorists thought they could intimidate the
peopie of a great nation, they picked the wrong people and the
wrong nation. For generations, tyrants, fascists, and terrorists
have sought to carry out their violent designs upon the British
people only to founder upon its unrelenting sheres,

Before long, | suspect that those responsible for these
acts will encounter British steel. Their kind of steel has an
uncommen strength. It does not bend or break.

The Brtish have leamed from history that this kind of
evii must be confronted. It cannot be appeased. Qur two
countries understand well that once a people give in to
terronsts’ demands, whatever they are, their demands will
grow.

The British people are determined and resolute. And |

know the pedpie of the United States are proud to stand at
their side. {release) {story)

Standing Together

Presu:lent George W, Bush stands with fellow G8 leaders as Engiands Prime MInlster
Fany Blair issuas a brief statement from Gleneagles Hotel in Auchterarder, Scotland,
regarding the July 7 terrorist attacks in London, White. House phaota by Eric Draper Eg:_ :
_ ﬁﬂggm Blair Statement Chertoff Statement G8 stajﬂth {stony)

In the News

Death Benefits, Insurance [ncrease for Servicemembers
WASHINGTON, July 7 — Compensation for the survivors of
servicemembers who die in combat zones and insurance coverage for
servicemembers wili both increase significantly this year, a miiitary pay
official said. An increase in death gratuity benefits from $12,500 to
$100,000 already has taken effect, and Servicemembers’ Group Life
Insurance maximum coverage will increase to $400,000) starting Sept. 1,
said Col, Virginia Penrod, director of military compensation. (story)

Quadrennial Defense Review Process Revs Up
WASHINGTON, July 6 — The Quadrennial Defense Review looks to make

sure DoD is "arranged in the way that makes the most sense for the
curent situation," a senior Pentagon spokesman said here July 5. The
QDR is a congressionally mandated study used te anatyze the full range of
DoD activities. DoD will present the review to Congress with the Fiscai
2007 Defense Budget Request on Feb. 6. (stary)

Army Programs Combat Rising Divorce Rate
WASHINGTON, July 6 — An increase of divorces among active-duty
soldiers has Army chaplains undertaking a number of programs to combat

the rising trend and help soldiers cope. (story)

Progress Continues in Iraq; Officials Note June Milestones
BAGHDAD, Irag, July 4, 2005 — Daily accomplishments, both large and
small - in governance, security and reconstruction - marked progress
toward Iraqi self-reliance as the country passed a year of sovereignty June
28, Officials have compiled a list of accomplishments during June. (story)

Thank the Troops For Your Freedom - www.americasupportsyou.mil
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President Bush Discusses Global War on Terror at the FBI Academy

“We're working 1o profect the homeland. We're working fo improve our intelligence so we can uncover terrorist plots before they
unfokl. And we're staying on the offensive. We're fighting the enemy in Irag and Afghanistan and across the world so we do not have

to face them here at home. And we are spreading the hope of freedom across the broader Middle East. By offering an alternative to
the terrorists' dark vision of hatred and fear, we are laying the foundation of peace for our children and our grandchildren.” (transcript)
sto '

President George W. Bush
Quantico, Va,, July 11, 2005

- Secretary Rumsfeld Says Terrorists’ Trying to Force Free People to Change Their Way of Life

‘| think we have to be very clear about what the terrorists’ intentions are. Their goal is to build and secure new bases for extremists
and viotent terrorism acts. It is to force free people to change their way of life and their behavior. It's to export the hatred and violence
throughout the Middle East and Europe, and bring it against any nation that disagrees with their stand. They know they can't win a
conventional conflict against an army or a navy or an air force; that's not their purpose. But they do hope to damage free people by
terrorizing their citizens, by hoping that public opinion will force the leaders of free countries to accommodate or retreat, by
undermining alliances and trying to pick off countries from global coalition against terrorism — one at a ime. Those efforts are going to
fail.” (franscript) {story)

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
Media Availability with Italian Defense Minister Antonio Martino
The Pentagon, July 12, 2005

In the News
Iraqi, U.S. Forces Capture Al Qaeda Leaders |
WASHINGTON, July 14 — Multinational forces in {raq have captured two
high-ranking al Qaeda operatives with ties to wanted terrorist Abu
Musab al-Zargawi, military officials announced. The two men were

among mare than 30 suspected terrorists captured during raids
throughout the country. (story}

Myers Stresses Political Progress in Iragq, Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, July 13 - Political progress in Iraq and Afghanistan will
end the insurgencies in those countries, but American and Coalition
troops will be needed to provide the security and stability for that
progress to take place, Gen. Richard B. Myers, the chairman of the Joint
Chiels of Stafi, said on PBS' "The NewsHour With Jim Lehrer." {story)

Alleged Guantanamo Abuse Did Nol Rise t¢ Level of 'Inhumang’ Vice Chairrrian of the Jaint Chiefs of Staff Gen Peter Pacg, 11.S. Manne- e
WASHINGTON, July 13 ~ A close look at aliegations of detainee abuse " Gorps, Lt Gen. Karl Eikenberry, Combinied Forces Compiander far: -
in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, has found a small number of instances in - Afghanistan, and Turkish Amy Lt. Gen. Ether Erdagi, Commander e

International Security Assistance Forges, tatk af Kabui International Airport,
~ Afghanistan, on July 12, 2005. Pace is’in Afghanlstan to thank 78, service
" members for what they have acmmphshad while deployed i in the war . |

which DoD policies were violated during interrogafions. However, the
actions were not severe enough to be called "inhumane,” a general

investigating the allegations told Congress. (story] {story]  against terror. DoD photo by Staff Sgt. D: Myles Culien, U.S. Al Fﬁ,ﬂa

Juné Recruiting, Retention Stats Up for All Services e S —
WASHINGTON, July 11 - Recruiting and retention rates were up in ““America Supports You" is a Department of Defense nationwide

June for alt the senvices in both the aclive and reserve components, initiative to showcase and communicate what thousands of citizens,
Defense Depariment officials announced. The release of June recruiting community groups, businesses and others are doing to support our
and retention statistics for al four services today came as welcome | service members and their families. Log on to the site to learn more
news following a spring slump for the active hrmy and the reserve and to sénd a message id the troops and thank them for our
components. (story} freedom. www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Iraqis Determined to Defeat the Insurgents

... despite their headline-grabbing mass murders, the extremists are failing. Indeed, the murders of Iragi citizens and children appear
to be hardening the majority of the Iraqi people's commitment to defeat al Qaeda and to build a better country. And with the support of
the outstanding men and women in uniform fram our country and from the other Coalition countries, | betieve they will do just that.”
{transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Briefing, Juty 20, 2005

Gen. Pace Says Servicemembers Understand Importance of Mission

‘| was just in Afghanistan last week, and out - pretty far out into the mountains talking to some of our great Army soldiers who have
been out there for almost a full tour. You look them in the eye and you ask them -- if you say to them, would they like to go home, the
answer is of course they would. If you say to them: Do you understand the value of your service over here? They swell up with pride
and they say yes, they do. And they do not want to come home until the job is done. They understand.” (transcript) (story)
USMC Gen. Peter Pace, Vice Chaiman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Pentagon Press Briefing, July 20, 2005

Take Off - ~ Inthe News

DoD Report: Indicators Show Progress Toward Stable Irag
WASHINGTON, July 21 - Tearrorists in Iraq have besn unable to
derail the political process, a new Defense Department repart on
Iraqi stabiiity and security states. Still, the report contends,
insurgents "remain capabig, adaptable, and intent on cairying out
attacks." The report to Congress on measuring stabikty and
security in Iraq says the inability of insurgents o derail political
progress is a "noteworthy strategic indicator of progress toward a
stable security environment.” (story) {story) (link to PDF report) -

Panel Adds Bases For Closure, Realignment Consideration

4 WASHINGTON, July 20 - The 2005 Base Realignment and
Closure Commession voted to add several military instaliations tc a
list for closure consideration during July 19 hearings at the Dirksen

A new tragi air force C-130 Hercules takes off from Al Base, traq, July 15, 2005,

(U.S. Air Forcs photo by Staff Sgt. Suzanne M. Day) {Released) Senate Building here. {story)

Myers Promises Transformation Aid to Slovak Military
Chinese Military Power Report Addresses U.S. Concerns - BRATISLAVA, Siovakia, July 19 - The United States will help the
WASHINGTON, Jul‘f 20 = The Defense Department‘s annusl r&pnrt an Slovakian I'I"Iﬂﬂﬂr}" as it transitions 0 an ail-volunteer force, Air
Chinese military power, released late July 19, is "deliberately non- Force Gen. Richard B. Myers said here. Myers, the chairman of the
alarmist,” a senior official said. However, some findings are "worrisome,” Joint Chiefs of Staff, also thanked Slovakia for military help in Iraq
the official added. The 45-page report, required by Congress each year, and Afghanistan. Slovakia has a 100-soldier unit serving with the
"is a very factual presentation of what's taken place in the People's Multinational Division Central South, based in Hillah, Iraq. {story)
Republic of China," Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said, shortly
before the report was released. An executive summary of the report Recruiting, Retention On Track, Official Says
contends "the United States welcomes the rise of a peaceful and WASHINGTON, July 19 — Although the Army is experiencing
prosperous China." However, it goes on to say, China faces a "strategic recruiting chailenges, overall retention and recruiting in the armed
crosstoads” with regard to the country's growing military capabilities and forces remain solid, David Chu, the undersecretary of defense for

strategic influence. (story) (story) {stary} {link to PDF report) personnel and readiness testified to the military personnel
. o e o | | subcommittee of the House Armed Services Commitiee. The

quality objective for recruits is eritical, Chu said, and is measured

Thank the Troops — www.AmericaSupportsYou.mi by aptitude and educational achievement, {story}
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From the Podium

Army Restationing Plan Will Reduce Stress on Force, Help Families

| think that you will see -- albeit a complex set of chess moves in a way -- you will see that these restationing decisions truly ensure
that our soldiers and their families remain at the centerpiece of all that we do, especially from the point of view of reduging net stress
on the force ... and making more predictable both force rotation and permanent changes of station for our families.” {transcripl) (story)

(Army modular force web page)

People of Afghanistan Rejecting Taliban's Rhetoric

Ray DuBois, Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Army
Pentagon Press Briefing, July 27, 2005

“My observation tracking this day in and day out is that virtually every time the Taliban come up against our requiar forces or those of
the Afghan National Army, they're losing prefty badly. And what we suspect over time is that they're going to be driven to the standoff
tactics that we see being employed in Iraq because they can't sustain those kinds of losses — our view -- and confinue to remain
viable. We're hearing reports now that they're attempting to recruit 14- through 18-year-olds to their cause because older and wiser
Afghanis are simply not buying into their rhetaric.” (transcript} (story)

Marine Lt. Gen. James T. Conway
Pentagon Press Briefing, July 26, 2005

One hundred forty-three U.S. military members become U.S.
citizens at a naturalization ceremony at Camp Victory, irag, on July
29, Photo by Sat. Andy Meissner, USA. (story)

U.S. Must Maintain Will in Terror War, Myers Says
WASHINGTON, July 25 - The war against violent -
extremism is a battle of wills, and if the American people
give up, they'l end up living in a world ruled by violence and
fear, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff told reporters
at the National Press Club here. "if we lose our will - if
people decide this fight isn't worth it - then | think we will rue
the day, and we will not like the world that will be left for us,”
Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers told the group. "It will be a
world where what happened in London and what happened
in New York and ... what happens in Iraq every day could
happen anywhere in this world." No one living in that world

will be safe, and everyone would live in fear, he said. {story)

In the News

Service Will Benefit Generations to Come, Rumsfeld Tells Troops

BALAD, Irag, July 27 — Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld saiuted soldiers,
sailors, Marines and airmen serving in lrag and around the world during a town
hall meeting here. Rumsfeld arrived in Baghdad this moming for an aperational
update from senor U.S. commanders as well as top Iragi government and
military leaders. "Thanks to you, the terrorists are far from achieving their goals”
in Irag and Afghanistan, the secretary told about 500 U.S. servicemembers
gathered for the town hall meeting. {story)

Troop Withdrawals Could Begin Next Year, Casey Says
BAGHDAD, Irag, July 27 — A "fairly substantial" withdrawal of U.S. forces from

Iraq could take place next spring or summer if the insurgency doesn't grow and
the country's political process continues as scheduled, the commander of
Coalition forces said here. U.S. Army Gen. George W. Casey, the head of
Multi-National Force-Iraq, spoke during a surprise visit to Iraq by Defense
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, {story)

New U.S. Ambassador to Afghanistan Sworn In
WASHINGTON, July 27 — Saying he has the "ability to work hand in hand” with
the {).S. mifitary in the country, the new U.S. ambassador to Afghanistan took
his cath of office from Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice here. Ronald
Neumann, whose father once served as ambassador to Afghanistan, said the
struggle against violent extremists Is not a clash of civitizations, but "a clash
within Istam that seeks to remove our influence, so that it can impose by force a
narrow view that would restrict human freedom and progress throughout the

Islamic world." (story)

Thank the Troops for Your Freadom - www.AmericaSupporisYou.mil
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From the Podium

President Bush Vows America Will Complete Mission in Iraqg
“The violence in recent days in Irag is a grim reminder of the enemies we face. These terrorisis and insurgents wilt use brutai tactics
because they're trying 1o shake the will of the United States of America. They want us to retreat. They want us, in our compassion for
the innocent, to say we're through. That's what they want. They will fail. They do not understand the character and the strength of the
United States of America. They do not understand our desire to protect ourselves, 1o protect our friends, protect our allies, and to
spread freedom around the world. Our men and women who have lost their lives in Iraq and Afghanistan and in this war on teror
have died in a noble cause, in a selfless cause. Their families can know that American cifizens pray for them. And the families can
know that we wilt honor their ioved one's sacrifice by completing the mission, by laying the foundations for peace for generations to
come.” (transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Grapevine, Texas, Aug. 3, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Coalition Must Win the Test of Wills

"Resolve, not retreat, is what is needed in this war -- this test of wills. Courage, not concession, is called for. And freedom, not
tyranny, must be the path we forge together, the future we insist on, and the legacy America and her allies help other nations build.
Our Coalition must win this test of wills, vowing that we will not surrender Iraq and Afghanistan to temorists, we do not apologize for
our country's meaning and symbol in the world and we will not betray the principles of freedom that define our nation. And we
recognize that these enemies would not be placated by a surrender, an apology, or a hetrayai of our values and of our free way of
life.” {remarks) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Remarks to Dallas Chamber of Commetce, Aug. 2, 2005

_-S_'o_uhd Barrier In the News

Rumsfeld Lauds Air Force Progress in Adapting to Fight Terrorists
DALLAS, Aug. 3 - Air Foree personnel worldwide have been filling

nontraditional roles to contribuie to the fight against a multifaceted, adaptive
insurgency, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said here Aug. 2.
Addressing a meeting of the Air Force Sergeanis Association, Rumsfeld
“highlighted the different joibs Air Force personnel have been doing in the war
on terror. Airmen have been manning gun trucks, guarding supply convoys,
and working on Army vehicles, among other things, he said. {story)

Next Vice Chairman of Joint Chiefs Turns Over Reins in Norfolk
WASHINGTON, Aug. 2 — The next vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
tumed over the reins of U.S. Joint Forces Command during an Aug. 1
ceremony aboard the USS Theodore Roosevelt in Norfplk, Va. Adm, Edmund
Giambastiani will succeed Marine Gen. Peter Pace as vice chairman later this

Water vapor builds up around a Navy F/A-18F Super Homiat as it
brezks the sound barrier during fly-by near the aircraft carmier USS

Kitty Hawk (CV 63) on July 27, 2006, Kitty Hawk and embarked summer. Pace will take over as the new chairman Oct. 1. {story)

Carrier Air Wing 5 are currently mnducﬁmg operations in the .

Philippine Sea. The Homet is aftached to Strike Fighter Squadron. Coast Guard Celehrates 213 Years of Securing Homeland

102 of Naval Air Facility' Atsugi, Japan. Kitty Hawk is home purted in SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 4 — The homeland defense mission is nothing new
- Yekosuka; Japan. Dol phote by F'Effr Otficer 3rd Class J“ﬂﬁaihﬂ" | ta the Coast Guard. Although it may be more visible to many since the

; Cha"d'm U8, Navy. (Released) terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, its been a major Coast Guard mission

since the federal government estabiished the Coast Guard 215 years ago as

Thank our troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou. mil the country's first maritme service. (story}

. Al
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Timetable for Iraagi Constitution Important, Secretary Rumsfeld Says
“In less than a week, Iragis representing all of the various ethnic factions in the country are expected to have completed drafting the
new constitution. It's important that they stay with their timetable. This will be a critical step in persuading the majority of the Iragis that
the new Iraq is worth fighting for; that they have a stake in it. Indeed, their new constitution, a piece of paper, could well turn out to be
one of the most powerful weapons fo be deployed against the terrorists. The enemy understandably senses this and is determined to
stop the constitutional process through temor and intimidation.” {transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Conference, Aug. 9, 2005

Coalition Forces Have Will Power to Fight Enemy in Iraq, Gen. Myers Says
"Defeating the insurgency takes wili power. Coalition forces continue to have the will power to take the fight to the enemy, as we have
for two years now. And the only way the insurgents can win is to convince the iragis, to convince the American people, our Coalition
partners and the rest of the worid that the fight in Iraq is not worth it. What | can tell you is that soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines in
Iraq overwhelmingly see the benefits of this fight, and they believe as i believe, it is worth the fight.” (franscript)
Gen. Richard B. Myers, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Pentagon Press Conference, Aug. 8, 2005

“Every year since the September 111h attacks, In the News
Americans have commemorated that anniversary. |

This year the Department of Defense will initiate an
America Supports You Freedom Walk. The walk will
begin at the Pentagon and ena at the National Mall. It
will include many of the major monuments in
Washington, D.C., reminding participants of the
sactifices of this generation and of each previous
generation that has so successfuily defended our
freedoms.” (story)

July Recruiting, Retention Figures Reflect Continued Success

WASHINGTON, Aug. 10 - A fresh supply of recent high school graduates, more
recruiters and more enticing enlistment incentives are being credited with the Army's
sacond straight successful month of meeting its recruiting goals, according to the
DoD's acting deputy undersecretary for military personnel policy. (story}

LL.S. Marines, Iraqgi Troops Finish "Quick Strike' Operation
WASHINGTON, Aug. 10 - Iraqi special operations forces, iraqi army soldiers and
U.S. Marines from Regimental Combat Team 2 conciuded Operation Quick Strike

Secretary Rumsfeld, Aug. 9, 2005

today. American and Iraqi forces had teamed up to sweep the Haditha, Hagliniyah
and Barwanah areas in recent days as a part of a joint operation interdicting foreign
and domestic terrorists' presence and networks, and coliecting intefligence. Quick
Strike netted 36 suspected terrosists for questioning, officials said. (story)

(Great Raid on Cabanatuan Depicts Warrior Ethos
"WASHINGTON (Army News Service, Aug. 10) — It was one of the most daring and

successful Special Operations missions of World War |1, fuli of drama, suspease and
heroism —just the sort of thing that would make an exciting movie. The 1943 raid by
the U.S. Army's 6th Ranger Battalion to rescue Americans held at the Japanese
POW camp near Cabanatuan in the Philippines is the subject of “The Great Raid,” a
movie opening nationally Aug. 12. {story)

Coalition Forces Transfer Authority to Iragi Army in Divala
The tragic events of Sept. 11, 2001, left an indelibie BAQUBAH, lrag, Aug. 8 — Cheers rang out during the closing moments of a
mark on the American conscicusness. This ceremony that transferred the security responsibility for one fifth of the Diyaia
September 11th, the nation will gather in province to the Iragi Army July 31. Improved security in the Diyala Province has
Wastington, -G 1o remember the victims, honor our 1 1 aliowed Coalition forces to successfully transition operational control of Forward
veterans, past and present, and celebrate our : o . . . ,
freedom with the America Supports You Freedom | | Operaling Base Scunion to Iragi control. Diyala Provincial Governor Ra'ad Hameed
Walk, organized by the Department of Defense. Juwad believes the citizens of fraq are gaining a sense of security. “The iragi Army
Click here for details. gives confidence to the people of Iraq,” Ra'ad said. {story)
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From the Podium

President's Statement on Iragi Draft Constitution

Yiraqi leaders have announced that they have made substantial progress toward a draft constituion. They have indicated that their
deliberations will continue beyond today to refine the text and build an enduring consensus. [ applaud the heroic efforts of lraqi
negotiators and appreciate their work to resolve remaining issues through continued negotiation and dialogue. Their efforts are a
tribute to democracy and an example that difficult problems can be solved peacefully through debate, negotiation and compromise.
We wish the raqi leaders and the Iraqi people well as the negotialors complete the constitutionat drafting process.” (release) (story)

President George W. Bush
August 15, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Says U.S. Military on the Offensive in iraq

“Well, first of all, the U.S. military is on the offensive. They have been out going after the terrarists and the insurgents where they are
and napturjng and killing large numbers of them every single month. The numbers of people that are being detained and killed have
‘been growing month by month. The situation in the country is that an insurgency can - it doesn't take a genius to strap on a suicide

vest and go out and kill some Iragis and some American and Coalition forces. That can be done. What ...

it would take over time is for

the Iraqi security forces, as they finish developing their capabilities, to repress that insurgency over a period of time.” {transcript)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Radio Interview, WFLA Tampa, Aug. 16, 2005

Oath of Office

Adm. Edmund P. Giambastian, left, is administerad the cath of office
as the seventh vice chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff by Air Force
Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, duringa
Pentagon ceremony on Aug. 12, Giambastiani succeeds Marine Gen.
Peter Pace as the nation's second highest-ranking military officer.
Pace wil! replace Myers as chairman at the end of September. Photo
by Tech. Sgt. Kevin J. Gruenwald, USAF. (story)

Navy, Air Force Secretary Nominations
The White House on Tuesday announced the President’s
intent to nominate Donatd C. Winter, of Virginia, to be

Secrefary of the Navy, and Michael W, Wynne, of Florida, to

be Secretary of the Air Force. {White House release)

Support the Troops - www.AmercaSupportsYou.mil

In the News
Rumsfeld, Paraguayan President Discuss Mutual Concerns |
ASUNCION, Paraguay, Aug. 17 — Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
met here iate Aug. 16 with Paraguayan President Nicanor Duarte Frutos to
reaffirm ties between Paraguay and the United States and to lay groundwork
for a stronger cooperative relationship in the future. (story)

Joint Chiefs Chairman Says Expectations Not Lowerad in Irag
WASHINGTON, Aug. 17 — The chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff today
dismissed rhetoric that the United States has lowered its expectations in Iraq.
Speaking with Matt Lauver in Baghdad, Iraq, on NBC's "Today" program, Air
Force Gen. Richard B. Myers blamed the rhetoric on people hoping to expose
a rift between miltary leaders in Iraq and officials in Washington.

Emphasizing that pians in Iraq are "on track,” Myers said those who say -
otherwise "are trying to find some divide between the military leadership over
here and the folks back in Washington and so forth.” °l can guarantee you
there is none,” Myers said. {story)

Canadian Military Assumes Command of Afghanistan PRT
WASHINGTON, Aug. 17 — The Canadian military assumed responsibiity for
the provisional reconstruction team located in Kandahar, Alghanistan, during
an Aug. 18 ceremony. The U.S. military had previcusly commanded the
team. More than 1,500 Canadians are serving in Afghanistan. Of that
number, more than 250 will serve at the Kandahar PRT, officials said. (story)

Kosovo Mission Successful, important, U.S. Forces Say
WASHINGTON, Aug. 15 - White U.S. forces have been defending freedom in
Afghanistan and Iraq, another missian to pretect iocal populations from

- brutality and oppression has been winding down in the Balkans. That mission

holds importani lessons for operations currently under way in Iraq, U.S.
forces in Kosovo say. {story)
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Fresident Bush Tells |daho National Guard Soldiers. Families That a Free fraq Will Be a Crushing Blow to the Terrorists
“The stakes in Iraq could not be higher. The brutal violence in iraq today is a clear sign of the terrorists’ determination to stop
democracy from taxing root in the Middle East. They know that the success of a free Irag, who can be a key ally in the war on terror
and a symboi of success for others, will be a crushing blow fo their strategy to dominate the region, and threaten America and the free
world. They know that when their hateful ideclogy is defeated in Iraq, the Middle East will have a ¢lear example of freedom and
prospenity and hope. And the terrorists will begin to lose their sponsors and lose their recruits and lose the sanctuaries they need to
plan new attacks. And so they're fighting these effuns in Iraq with all the brutality they can-muster.” (franscript) {fact sheet) {story)
President George W. Bush
Nampa, Idaho, Aug. 24, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Anger Growing Against Terrorists in lraq

“Of course, some are arguing that the effort in Iraq is doomed. Recently we've again been told that iraq may prove worse than
Vietnam, and it's been alleged that we're not winning. If's worth noting that the enemy does not appear to share that view. On the
contrary, termorists like Zargawi are indicating concern about the lack of support from the Iragi people, and the reasons are clear. The
terrorists, the insurgents, are not a nationalist movement with a strong popular support. They have lost their safe havens in Irag. Their
most prominent leaders are not Iragis, they're not Ho Chi Minhs with a nationalist base, but, in the case of Zargawi, a Jordanian
murderer. And their massacres of innocents have outraged most Iraqis rather than attracting broad support. Indeed, polls indicate that
the anger against the terrorists and the insurgents is growing.” {transcript) {stom

| Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Conference, Aug. 23, 2005

In the News R Screemn Rel?mltﬁ S

Joint Chiefs of Staff Chairman: U.S. Troops Fight for American |deas, ldeals
HONCLULY, Aug. 24 - Americans must hold on to their resolve to win the war against
terror, Chairman of the Joint Chisfs of Staff L. S. Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers told
the National Convention of the American Legion. (story)

Two More Battalions to Boost Security During Irag Elections

WASHINGTON, Aug. 24 - Two infantry battalions from the 82nd Airborne Division will
deploy from Fort Bragg, N.C., to Iraq to support security efforts during the upcoming
election period, defense officials have announced. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld
approved the request from Army Gen. George Casey, commander of Multi-National

Foree-Iraq. (story)

BRAC Panel Begins Final Deliberations

WASHINGTON, Aug. 24 - The Base Realignment and Closure Commission generally
supported the Defense Department's recommendations today as the panef began its
finat four days of deliberations. The panel met in Arlington, Va., to begin vating on
DoD's proposai o reshape the military infrastructure and eliminate excess by closing
33 major Dases and realigning 29 others. {story)

Female: Iragi police recruits 1ake 4 1est as' pam:if fhe-

Afghan Army, U.S. Marine Operation Helps Secure Konar Province screening process mmdhms fﬂmee attha Fzﬂﬁse
BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, Aug. 22 — Afghan National Army forces and U.S. Training Fammy in ﬂ}emyg{ W N
Marines killed more than 40 enemy combatants during an offensive operation over the The screeriifig:procass ensirds the re ;

last few weeks in the districts of Chawkay, Asadabad, Pech and Narang, in ~Write and. ihattheYarephymﬁlabfe O

Afghanistan's Konar province. The ANA and Marines fought side by side in 29 separate Photo by UISAF Stif Sgt. Jeromy K- Cross (iseased). .

engagements against the enemy, disrupting hostile activity during Operation Whalers.

The operation’s purpose was to disrupt enemy forces in the area and to clear the way "Thank the Trnops for Your Freedom
for successful elections, Combined Forces Command Afghanistan officials said. {story) www.AmeticaSupportsYou.mil
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Secretary Rumsfeld Says DoD Can Prosecute War on Terror and Respond to Katrina

“We have the forces, the capabiliies and the intention to fully prosecute the global war on terror while responding to this
unprecedented humanitarian crisis here at home. We can and will do both. it is important to remember that there are more than
300,000 National Guard, soldiers and airmen, who are not deployed overseas. And they are available for relief and security efforts in
the United States, should they be necessary. These men and women in uniform at home and overseas are demonstrating the full
depth of the compassion of the American people. They're risking their lives as they work around the clock. And certainly i join in
expressing appreciation and great respect for their fireless efforts.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid
The Pentagon, Sept. 6, 2005

Lt.. Gen. Inge Says Progress Continues on Katrina Relief; Military Saving Lives, Reducing Suffering

“In the coming 24 to 72 hours, we will continue to explore isolated areas and conduct rescue. We will provide for immediate needs of
residents awaiting evacuation. We will expand the house-to-house searches. We will expand medical facilities as needed for sick and
injured. And we will deploy additional ships and aviation assets, should they become needed. The Comfort will arrive within the next
72-hour period. And we will continue to respond to FEMA requests for assistance. In summary, we continue to save lives and reduce
human suffering. We're fighting fires, restoring levees, recovering estabiishing communications, and transporting vital supplies. You
will continue to see progress. And let me close by saying we are prepared to respond to any threat to our homeland.” (transcript)

sto |

Lt. Gen. Joseph Inge, Depu'ty Commander, U.3. Northem Command
Press Conference with Pentagon Press Corps via Satellite, Sept. 7, 2005

Levee Repair In the News

LA National Guard Brigade Ready to Join Recovery Efforts
WASHINGTON, Sept. 9 - After a year in [raq, the 256th Brigade
Combat Team of the Louisiana Nafional Guard is coming back to
the United States 10 join ancther fight -- the fight against the death
and destruction caused by Hurricane Kafrina. In a news briefing
{oday from Baghdad, Iraq, Army Brig. Gen, John P. Basilica, 256th
BCT commander, said his soldiers already have started the
redepioyment process and are prepared to join in recovery efforls
along the Guif Coast, (story)

Progress Made on Katrina Evacuations |
WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 - U.S. troops continue to comb New
Orleans for hurricane survivors as local officials enforce a
mandatory evacuation order. U.S. {roops are also helping Katrina

Army National Guardsmen Spc Clmt Aucoia from Murgnn Clt}", La escapes the survivors as they move 1o new areas. News reports indicate that
rotor wash of the blades of a CH-47 Chinook helicopter after attaching a cargo many of the people who rode out Katrina in New Orleans are

hook supperting large bags of sand to a CH-47 Chinook heficopter in New
Orleans, La., on Sept. 7, 2005. U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 1st Class
Robert McRili (refeased).

heeding the latest evacuation order. DoD officiais speaking on
background said the number of froops in the region wili exceed
70,000 in the next two days. {story)

Katrina Web Sites The Pentagan Memmal sﬂa and'the | NORTHCOM Admiral: U.S. Military Vigilant Against Terrorism
| ?1;"3:?35”?;5 ”ﬁ”&‘;’"‘m Tpcafetg PETERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Colo. Sept. 8 — U.S. Northem
DoD Katrina web page ’thei Lﬁe gwilf, e e e Command is prepared to respond to threats of terrorism, even with
. public for tha: ﬁrsitfme’simme i )
Webwalch - DoD sites Heventsof Sept AR08 ot thousands of military personnei mobitized to the Gulf Coast
U.S. Nerthem Command - Sattirday;: Sept-10; mm arm.,;:ﬂ 2 vﬁ assisting in Hurricane Katrina relief and recovery operations,
p.m EDT 5_11@5 SR according to USNORTHCOM officials. {story)
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Transfer of Authori

lraqi troops participate in the transfer of authority ceremony in Najaf, Iraq, Sept. 6,
2005. U5, Army Lt. Col. James Oliver, commander of 1st Battalion, 198th Armor,
155th Brigade Combat Team, and Brig. Gen. Augustus L. Coliins, 155th Brigade

Combat Team commander, were on hand to tum over the key to the city and local
control to Col. Sa'aid, commander of the 1st Brigade, 8th Division Iraqi Army. U.S.

Army photo by Sgt. 1st Class Kevin W, Reeves. (released) (story}

In the News — War on Terror

Unit Responsible for Training Iraqi Forces Changes Command
WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 - The multinational command responsible for
training and equipping Iragi security forces changed hands today in
Baghdad, Irag. U.S. Army Lt. Gen. David H. Petraeus passed
commang of the Multinational Security Transition Command Iraq to
U.S. Army Lt Gen. Martin E. Dempsey in a change-of-command
ceremony today. Pefrasus also passed responsibiity and control of
MNSTCI and the NATO Training Mission lraq to Dempsey. (story)

Democratic Process Continues in Irag

WASHINGTON, Sept. 8 — The voter registration period for Iraqi
citizens officially ended Sept. 7. And while final results have not been
compiled, estimates so far indicate a willingness by the Iragg people to
participate in the polifical process, a military spokesman in Baghdad,
Iraq, said today. In Samarra alone, more new voters registered this
past month than voted in the January elections, said Army Maj. Gen.
Rick Lynch, a Multinational Force Iraq spokesman. (story}

General Shares Thoughts as 9/11 Anniversary Approaches

In the News — DoD

BRAC Pansl Sends Final Report to President

WASHINGTON, Sept. 9 — The Base Realignment and Closure
Commission delivered its final report, outlining its recommendaticns for
reshaping the Pentagon's infrastructure and force structure plan, to
President Bush late Sept. 8. The president now has several options. If he
concurs, he can approve the report and send it to Congress by Sept. 23.
He also can reject it or retum it to the commission for revisions. If Bush
sends the report to Congress, its members will have 45 legislative days fo
accept or reject the list in its entirety. Congress is not authorized to make
changes to the final report. (story) DoD BRAC web site

Schwartz Takes Reins of U.S. Transportation Command

SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, IIl., Sept. 8 - Transportation of war materials
has been vital to military services throughout U.S. history, a fact proved
every day the United States fights the war on terror and recovers from a
natural disaster, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said here Sept, 7
during a change-of-command ceremony for U.S, Transportation
Command. Air Force Gen. Norton A. Schwartz accepted command of the
joint-service force that provides land, sea and air transportation for the
Defense Department and manages military logistics from factory to
foxhole. Schwartz succeeds Air Force Gen. John W, Handy who is retiring
after 39 years of service. (story)

WWI Vets Honored at 60th Anniversary of War's End

WASHINGTON, Sept. 3 — Veterans of World War |l gathered with military,
political and diplomatic leaders and the public fo celebrate the 60th
anniversary of the war's end Sept. 2 at the World War Il Memorial on the
National Mall here. Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld hosted the event,
and mililary leaders from every branch of service as weil as other countries
attended, along with diplomatic representatives from more than 50
countries. In his speech, Rumsfeld thanked the veterans for their service,
saying that all the young Americans who fought in World War |i played an
important role in history. "With faith, they entered a fierce and blinding
storm, and from their btood and sacrifice, the world was made anew," he
said. (story) {Secretary’s remarks)

BOULDER, Colo., Sept. 7—The approaching anniversary of the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks on the United States gives Americans
cause o think about things that happened hefore, during and after
that day, the Army's chief of public affairs told an audience here Sept.
6. Brig. Gen. Vincent Braoks toid the Boulder Valley Rotary Club it's
important to "refiect on the circumstances that led up to 9/11, what we
faced on 9111, and what we continue to face today.” The general said

-he's reminded of Sept. 11 every day when he gets to his office, which

is about 20 steps from where the left engine of the airliner that
crashed into the Pentagon hit. While that serves as a reminder of the
tragedy, he said, it aiso symbolizes the American character. The
Pentagon has "been reconstructed,” he said, "showing our resilience
and our resolve, and cur continued work that engaged right away,
undaunted, and how much more resolve has been shown since that

point in time.” {story}

Iraqi Forces to Provide Bulk of Election Security
WASHINGTON, Sept. 2 - lraqi security forces will provide the primary

security for the Oct, 15 constitutional referendum and the December
eiections, a U.S. commander in Baghdad, Iraq, said. In a news
briefing, Army Lt. Gen, John Vines, commander of Multinational Corps
iraq, said that because Iragis will be mainly responsible for security,
U.S. forces in the area wiil be increased only by about 2,000 troops
for the referendum and elections. Vines said he expects insurgents to
ncrease attacks as the referendum approaches, but coalition and
Iragi forces will be prepared to defend the Iragis’ democratic process.
"Unfortunately, there are those who want to deprive them of the
opportunity to determine their own destiny, and they'lt use violence o
doit," he said. "We'll do everything we can to create the conditions so
Iraqis have the opportunity to be heard and make their own
decisions.” traqi security forces continue to make progress in their
training, Vines said, and they are closely parthered with codition units
in all aspects of their operations. (story)

Training ignites first Afghan Army demining operation
KABUL, Afghanistan -~ The Afghan National Army recently put their

fraining to use as they successfully conducted the first ANA-led
demining operation in Afghanistan. The mission highlighted not only
the expanding military capabilities of the ANA, but the govemment's
commitment to achieve a mine-free Afghanistan for future

generations. (story)
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Secretary Rumsfeld Says Caveats Limit Commanders’ Flexibility

“Afghanistan {is) where NATO is taking on a bigger and bigger role, and one of the issues we'll have o wrestle with is the reality that
while a number of NATO nations have been reducing the restrictions that they impose on their forces and the caveats that they
require, some nations have not yet done that. Clearly if you're a NATO commander in an area of operations and there are different
rules of engagement, different restrictions on national forces, it makes it enormously difficult for the commander to have the flexibility
to function. They vary all across the spectrum, the types of restrictions and caveats that they give. 'm very pleased that a large
number have been reduced.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid, Sept. 12, 2005
Media availability en route to Berin for informal NATO defense ministerial meeting

Col. H.R. McMaster Briefs on Successes of Operation Restore Rights in Tall Afar, Irag

“These Iraqi soldiers are brave, They're courageous. They're building capabifities every day. And we draw strength from thelr
example. | mean, these afe men who, like our soldiers, are committed to this mission. They're doing it at great risk to themselves ...
Also, we achieved, | think, an unprecedented level of cooperation between civil officials and our partnership units: the police, the
mayor and the people. | think the people are sick and tired of this viclence, of this enemy, and they are very grateful for our efforts,
and the fraqi ammy's efforts in particular, to rid them of this enemy. The cooperation with the people, again: another important element
of our success here, the access to the intetligence that that relationship we've developed with the people has given us. And then ...
the American soldier. the American people have got to be so proud of our soldiers. [ can't tell you how proud 1 am of the troopers of
this regiment.” (transcript) (story)

Army Col. H.R. McMaster, commander, 3 Armored Cavalry Regiment, Sept. 13, 2005
Press Conference with Pentagon press corps from Iraq

In the News

NATO Prepares to Expand Mission into Southern Afghanistan
BERLIN, Sept. 15 — NATCQ defense ministers, who met here Sept.
13 and 14, "are strongly committed to expanding NATO's role” in
Afghanistan, Secretary Rumsfeld said Sept. 14. "By spring, our goal
is for NATO fo partner with the Afghan National Army io manage
security in what will amount to something like three quarters of that
country,” he said. The secretary said U.S. forces would continue to

play a strong role, (story}

Some JTF Katrina Units to Keturn Home

WASHINGTON, Sept. 14 - Some military units that deployed to
support Hurricane Katrina operations are preparing fo return to their
home stations, military officials announced. Officiais said some
redeploying forces have completed their missions, while local or
state capabilities are In piace to take over the missicns of others. At
FEMA's request, officials said, more military resources are being
deployed to support relief and recovery operations. {story)

U.S. Navy Sailors assigned to Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit Two (MDSU-2).
Detachment Two, work together to clean and sanitize a diver after completing
dive operations from a mechanized landing craft (LCM) in the wei! deck of the

dock landing ship USS Tortuga (LSD 46) on Sept. 11, 2005. The divers are Terror Occurs During Times of Iragi Progress, General Says
sanitized due to the condition of the water in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina WASHINGTON, Sept. 15 - Because "democracy means failure for
in the New Orleans area. {UJ.3. Navy photo by Photographer's Mate 3rd Class the insurgency” in Irag, terrorists are employing viclence across
Kristopher Wilson} {Released) iraq in an effort to derail the democratic process, a senicr miiitary

Multi-Naticnal Force-Irag spokesman told reporters during a
Baghdad news conference. (story)

Thousands Mark 9/11 With 'America Supports You Freedom Walk' {story)

N
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Secretary Rumsfeld Praises Afghanistan Elections
*On Sunday the people of Afghanistan voted in their second successful democratic election in less than one year. These were their
provincial and parliamentary elections. Terrorists have done everything in their power to try to intimidate the millions of Afghan voters
and the literally thousands, in this case of the most recent election, thousands of candidates from parficipating in their elections. And
they failed this week, just as they failed in the successful presidential elections. Think of it. The country that hosted Osama bin Laden,
that supported training camps for al Qaeda, endured decades of civil war, Soviet occupation, drought, Tafiban brutality, is nowa
democracy that fights terrorists instead of harboring them. The Afghan people's courage should be a stunning reminder to all of those
seemingly self-confident prognosticators who foresaw an Afghan quagmire. They were not just wrong, they were harmful by making
the cause seem hopeless.” (transcript) (story) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Conference, Sept. 20, 2005

Gen. Myers Praises Guard, Reserves
“We have a National Guard force -- and | could talk about the Reserves in the same light, we have a Guard force that has never been

more ready to support whatever mission this country calls upon; never been more ready. And you ¢an talk to any Guard leader and |
say, ‘Are you more ready today than you were four years ago?’ and they would say, 'Yes, we are.” And you'd also find morale is
extremely high because this has been a very effective force, they like to be called upon. Yes, you can overuse them; yes, there's
some equipment issues that have to be dealt with, as there are for the active component as well because of the way we're trying to
husband resources inside Iraq and not move a lot of equipment back and forth. So there are those issues. Absolutely. But a lot of that
stems from prior decisions a iong time ago, and not current decisions, | can tell you that.” {transcript) (story)

Gen. Richard B. Myers, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Pentagon Press Conference, Sept. 20, 2005

Corps of Engineers Preparing for Hurvicane Rita

NEW ORLEANS, (Army News Service) Sept. 22 ~ The Army Corps of Engineers
began closing two damaged canals in New Orleans at noon Sept. 21 in
preparation for storm surges asscciated with Hurricane Rita. The storm
sirengthened overnight in the Gulf of Mexico to a potentially catastrophic category
5 hurricane, according to the National Weather Service. (story)

Horn of Africa Force Seeks to Win Friends. Prevent Terrorism
WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 — LS. military forces in the Horn of Africa are working to
win the hearts and minds of the people and are preventing the spread of terrorism
throughout the region, Marine Maj. Gen. Timothy Ghormiey, commander of
Combined Joint Task Force Hom of Africa, said in a Pentagon news briefing.

(story]

! . (v | + Military Commission Proceedings to Resume for 'Australian Taliban'
. .F’res;dent Bush wﬂ ._ resent the Madal off H i T Rubin, _ = == ——
“whio sétved i Knrég 3t a Whﬁe Hm?se ceriﬂn?;nﬁ ﬂ;bﬂstﬁ gg | WASHINGTON, Sept. 21 - Proceedings will resume within the month at

GGuantanamo Bay, Cuba, in the military commission trial of David Hicks, the so-

called "Australian Taliban,” DoD officials announced Sept. 20. An Australian
lice itch when crawling aver skin and how aiving up on l cifizen, Hicks allegedly frained in Kosovo and then fraveled to Aighanistan to fight
seem easier than ﬁgh%ng for it. Nazi guamg;éd:psu; 'EBEJ for the Taliban government. He was captured on the battiefield in Afghanistan and

understood despair at the age of 13. A Hungarian Jew, he was has been held at Guantanamo Bay since early 2002. {story)

"Ted" Rubin knows what it's like to slowly starve fo death, how

forced into the Mauthausen Concentration Camp toward the

end of World War II. But Rubin defied odds: He survived. After

the war he moved to New York, and eventually joined the same Thank the troops for your freedom - www.AmericaSupportsYou. mil
Ammy that liberated him from hell on earth. (story, web site}
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Secretary Rumsfeld Praises Service of Retiring Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Richard B. Myers

“When the history of this time is written, an era of tragedy and turmoil and triumph, | believe, it will be said of Dick Myers that he was
one of the most consequentiai chairman of the Joint Chiefs in our history. No chairman has been more deeply invoived in more critical
decisions involving our country and our security and certainly involving the men and women in uniform. At a time of historic
challenges and opportunities, our country needed the best, and America fnund it in Dick Myers, whose courage |'ve seen, whose
counsel! | wilt miss, and whose friendship | value.”

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid
Pentagon Press Conference, Sept. 27, 2005 (franschpt)

Gen. Myers Says United States Must Remain Steadfast in War Aqgainst Terrorism
“The violent extremists are determined to commit despicable acts of violence in an effort to shatter the will of the United States and

our Goalition partners. They want to see us leave Iraq without completing the mission. The enemy knows very clearly they cannot
defeat us militarily, so. they rely on acts of terrorism to try to chip away at our resolve, our resolve to win. And that's -- of which Iraq is
a part, butit's not the only part because we're talking here about the long war against terrorism. So consequently, we must remain
steacfast in our fight against this very determined enemy. As a nation, our best weapons are patience and resolve, or in one word,
our will. We simply cannot afford to lose the will to finish the job at hand. We have the people, we have the plans and we have the
leadership to see this to the end and to see victory.” {story} |
Air Force Gen. Richard B. Myers
Pentagon Press Conference, Sept. 27, 2005 (transcript)

Service to Country In the News

Abizaid Details al Qaeda's Long-Term Goals

WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 ~ Al Qaeda terrorists hope to drive American influence from
the Middle East and install a global Muslim ieader in Saudi Arabia, Army Gen. John
Abizaid said. Speaking during Senate testimony, Abizaid, chief of U.S. Central
Command, said al Qaeda's objectives are clear. "They believe in a jihad, a jihad to
averthrow the legitimate regimes in the region,” he said. "In order to do that, they first
must drive America from the region.” {story}

Top Army Engineer Reports on 'Dewatering' of New Orleans
WASHINGTON, Sept. 29 — The Army's senior engineer described ongoing efforts to

"dewater" New QOrleans following hurricanes Katrina and Rita during a Sept. 28 House
subcommittee hearing here. (story)

DoD Wants to Study Lessons from Katrina Before Proposing Changes
WASHINGTON, Sept. 27 — The Defense Depariment wants 1o wait for after-action
reviews of operations following Hurricane Katrina before making recommendations on
changing laws or policies, Defense leaders said. President Bush has said the idea of
DoD taking & lead roie in domestic disasters is a decision Congress must make.
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said it is too early to say how DoD would respond.
Rumsfeld and Gen. Richard B. Myers spoke during a press conference Tuesday.
"The president has made some statements that he is interested in discussing lessons
leamed in the execufive branch, and then thinking about how our country can best be
arranged to best serve the American people," Rumsteld said. (story)

Air Force Gen. Richard B.- Myres answers a question
during a town hall meeting at the Pentagon in June.
Gen. Myers, who has served the past four years as

- chairman of the Joint Chiefs of-Staff, is retiring after a2 -

40-year military career. (story] (story) {story]

Thank the troops for your freedom - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil
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From the Podium

President Bush Discusses War on Terror at National Endowment for Democracy

“Some observers also claim that America would be better off by cutting our losses and leaving Iraq now. This is a dangemus Husion,
refuted with a simple question: Would the United States and other free nations be more safe, orless safe, with Zargawi and bin Laden
in controi of iraq, its pecple, and its resources? Having removed a dictator who hated free peoples, we will not stand by as a new set
of killers, dedicated to the destruction of our own country, seizes control of Iraq by violence.” {transcript) (White House fact sheet)
{story) (story) (story)

President George W. Bush
Washington, D.C., Oct. 6, 2005

Lt. Gen. Petraeus Reports Iragi Security Forces Readiness Continues to Grow
“The bottom line up front that I'd like to leave with you today is that there has been enormous progress with the traqi security forces
over the course of the past 16 months in the face of a brutal insurgency, and there is considerable work still to be done, Iragi security
force readiness has continued to grow with each passing week. You can take a percentage off every metric that's out there, whatever
you want -- training, equipping, infrastructure reconstruction, units in the fight; schools, academies reestablished -- you name it -- and
what has been accomplished since the transition to sovereignty late last June would stil be remarkable.” {transcript) (story)

U.S. Army Lt. Gen, David Petraeus
Pentagon Press Conference, Oct. 5, 2005

Transferring Authority In the News

Coalition, Afghans Mark Four Years of Operation Enduring Freedom
WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — Four years ago, America launched its courtterattack
against terrorism, hammering terrorist targets in Afghanistan and ushering in
Operation Enduring Freedom and the global war on terror. That volley,
launched Oct. 7, 2001, targeted far more than al Qaeda training camps and
facilities and the repressive Tafiban regime in Afghanistan, President Bush
said in announcing the attacks during a White House address. [story) {mare)

Army Engineers Focus on Helping South Recover from Hurricanes
WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — The "dewatering” of New Qrieans should be
complete today, the Army's top engineer said dufing a news conference here.
"The city is essentially ary now," Lt. Gen. Carl Strock, the Army's chief of

SeRES I T e T engineers and commander of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, said. "There
A parade nf Iraql Army scsldlers s part Df 2 transfer nf :am:hﬂnt:.f may be some small pockets (of water) here and there." (story)
ceremony for four Baghdad districts Oct. 3 at Muthana Airfield. Photo
by Spc. Derex Del Rosario. Refeased. {story} | | Iragis Will Have Safe Environment for Referendum, General Says
WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 — Coalition and Iraq security forces are committed to
Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff praviding a secure environment for [ragis to participate in the Oct. 15

constitutional referendum, and they have the abilities to do so, Army Maj.

Marine Gen. Peter Pace {bio) is the new chairman of the Joint Gen. Rick Lynch said. (story)
Chiefs of Staff, taking over from Air Force Gen. Richard B. . _
Myers last week. The Goldwater-Nichols DOD Reorganization Personnel Who Bought Gear Can Claim Reimbursement

Act of 1986 identifies the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff WASHINGTON, Oct. 6 - Some servicemembers who bought their own
as the senior ranking member of the Amed Forces. As such, protective gear will get reimbursed for the purchase under a new policy
the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staffis the principal military | | approved Oct. 4. David S.C. Chu, the undersecretary.of defense for
adviser 1o the president. ‘He may seek the advice of and 't | personnei and readiness, approved the directive that allows military
consult with the other JCS members and combatant perscnne! to be reimbursed “for privately purchased protective, safety or
commanders. (read more) {Jeint Chiefs web page) health equipment” (storvl
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Holds Town Hall with Troops at MacDill AFB
"Some may ask, well what's the geal of this Global War on Tetror? What's the goal of the effort in Iraq or Afghanistan? Well, tell them

it's victory. Unconditionat, unapologetic and unyielding. And you can telf them one more thing. That we know and we appreciate the
cost of war, and it is costly. It's costly in time away from families; it's costly when one visits the wounded in the hospitals in
Washington at Bethesda and Walter Reed and elsewhere around the country; it's costly in its pain and the tragedies that war involves;
and every loss of life and every injury weighs on our hearts and on the hearts of America.” (franscript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsield
MacDill Air Force Base, Florida
Oct, 13, 2005

Iraqi Maj. Gen. Ayoub Says Morale High Among His Troops

“{ can give you an example. What we saw yesterday -- I'm sorry, the day before yesterday, Wwas they started the missions to go to
secure these election polls. We had the first missions for the 1st Mech Battalion, 2nd Brigade. This was their first mission outside Taji
for the new location. | wish we had the chance to photo them to give you the idea how glad they were, how anxious to take control
outskle the Tayji terrtory, especially in these checkpoints. You can't imagine the morale they have, how high that it was, how excited

they were to have their first mission outside Tajl." (transcript)

Maj. Gen. Bashar M. Ayoub, commander, 9th Mechanized Division, Iragi Army

Briefing to Pentagon Press Corps with Col. David J. Bishop, commander, 3rd Brigade, 1st Armored Division

Oct. 14, 2005

Earthquake Aid

Pamsiam scﬂmers +c:-:5':rr1pr an :njured woman nﬂ‘ a U S Naw_.r MH 53E
Sea Stallion helicopter, assigned to Helicopter Mine
Couniermeasure Squadron 15, in Chakiala, Pakistan, Oct. 14,
2005. U.S. Navy phote by Petty Officer 2nd Class Timothy Smith

Top Employers Honored for Guard, Reserve Support
WASHINGTON, Oct. 14 - Representatives of the nation's
top organizations in supparting their Reserve and National
Guard employees are here to meet President Bush and
Defense Secretary Danald H. Rumsfeld and to receive the
2005 Secretary of Defense Freedom Award. The award, to
| be presented here during an Oct. 15 ceremony, publicly
recegnizes employers for exceptional support above what
the law requires. [story}

In thé News

Troops in Iraq Talk With President Bugh

WASHINGTON, Oct. 13 - President Bush said today he's looking forward fo

coming back fo Iraq to visit with U.S. froops and 1o thank "those brave lragis

who are standing strong in the face of these foreign fighters and radicals that

are {rying 1o stop the march of freedom.” (story)

Report on lrag Cites Progress on Security and Other Fronts
WASHINGTON, Oct. 13 — A new Defense Depariment report sent to Congress
today cifes strong forward momentum in developing irag's security forees,
noting a2 50 percent increase in the number of froops capable of taking the lead
in combat operations. The Report to Congress Measuring Stability and Security
in Irag, the second quarterly "report card” on the security, political and economic
environment in fraq, addresses specific baseling mefrics, measurements and
indicators of Iraq's security, political and economic environment. {story)

U.S. Military Efforts Continue in Pakistan Earthquake Relief
WASHINGTON, Cct. 13 - U.S. mititary units continue to support relief
operations in Pakistan following the devastating earthquake that struck South
Asia Oct. 8. (stary)

Rumsfeld, Central American Ministers Discuss Regional Ops
KEY BISCAYNE, Fla., Oct. 13 — Central American defense and security

ministers meeting here this week with U.S. Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld are planning to {ake several agreed-upon recommendations back to
their home countries for further discussion. (story) {story}

Thank the Troops for Your Freedom — www.AmericaSupporisYou.mil
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From the Podium

President Congratulates Iragis on Successful Elections

“This is a very positive day for the ragis and, as well, for world peace. Democracies are peaceful countries. The vote today in Irag
stands in stark contrast fo the atfitudes and philosophy and strategy of al Qaeda and its terrorist friends and killers. We believe, and
the Iraqis believe, the best way forward is through the democratic process. Al Qaeda wants to use their violent ways to stop the
march of democracy because democracy is the exact opposite of what they believe is right.” {ranscript) {(story)
President George W. Bush
The White House, Oct. 16, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld Discusses Relationship with China

‘The EP-3 incident in 2001 clearly set back the military-to-military relationship when our plane was brought down and the crew of that
plane was made hostages for a period. We've been incrementally taking some steps since. if | were to characterize the overall
relationship, it's one that China's an important country in the region. It's a country that's increasingly important in the world. Its
economy’s growing at a smart clip. They're active worldwide. It's a country that we would like 1o see engage the worid as they are in a
peacefui and constructive way." (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Media availability with traveling press en route to China, Oct. 17, 2005

In the News

Rumsfeld Urges More Transparency from Chinese Military

BELING, Oct. 20 — Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld urged members
of China's Academy of Military Science today to share information that could
shed light on its military programs and, hopefully, eliminate concerns by the

United States and other nations. {story)

U.S. Investigates Misconduct Allegation in Afghanistan

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, Oct. 20 — The Army Criminal Investigation
Division has begun an investigation inte alleged misconduct by U.S.
servicemembers, including the burning of dead enemy combatant bodies

under inappropriate circumstances. {story)

Saddam Hussein's Trial Beqins in Baghdad
A | WASHINGTON, Oct. 18 - Saddam Hussein is getting something he didn't
fﬁf;.‘h”'fﬂozeﬁmm__'_f%ﬂfﬂm E’BCR in Kafﬂﬂh* Paiistas, on Gﬂ, 18‘ 29@5 give his victms - a fair trial. Saddam's trial, which began in Baghdad today, is
::ﬁg';iﬁfﬂ;?;?: ;m&ﬂrﬂ Eﬁgﬂ“{‘{?j\‘?mﬂﬂaﬂh ﬁ;ftgtgﬁf’eﬁfﬂ! being held under the rufe of law and is in accordance with international

Phaioyraphers M s am Ciass TW Spker) ! <" | | norms. Iraqi laws will be followed, officials said. The judge granted a defense
o oy mofion for more time to prepare for trial. The proceedings will reconvene Nov.

28. Officials said the trial could last for several months. {story)

President Nomipates Air Force General New Commander

WASHINGTON, Oct. 19 - Secretary of Defense Donald Conference Introduces Influential Civilians to Military

Rumsfeld announced today that President George W. Bush WASHINGTON, Oct. 18 — A group of civilian business professionals and

has nominated Air Force Lt. Gen. Lance L. Smith for politicians embarked Oct. 17 on a weeklong trip meant to familiarize them
appointment to the rank of gencral with assignment as with the military. The Joint Civilian Orientation Conference began here with
commander, U.S. Joint Forces Command (USJFCOM). the group of 45 peopie touring the Pentagon and Marine Corps Base
HﬁﬂﬁqUﬂﬂEfEd in Norfolk, Va., USJFCOM is one of nine Quantico, Va. The group will travel to Germany, the United Kingdom and ltaly
unified commands in the Department of Defense. Pending befere coming back to Washington Oct. 22. {story)

confirmation by the U.3. Senate, the general will oversee the

command's roles in transformation, experimentation, joint

fraining, interoperability and force provision and management Thank the Trooos for Your Freedom ~ AmericaSunoorsYou.mi
as outlined in the Unified Command Plan. (USJFCOM release) "O0pS k ' g :
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From the Podium

President Bush Says Terrorists’ Vision Defined By Warped Image of the Past

"And Islamic radicalism, like the ideology of communism, contains inherent contradictions that doom it to failure. By fearing freedom - by
distrusting human creativity and punishing change, and limiting the contributions of half the population -- this ideology undermines the very
- qualities that make human progress possible, and human societies successful. The only thing modern about the militants' vision is the
weapons they want to use against us, The rest of their grim vision is defined by a warped image of the past -- a declaration of war on the
idea of progress itself. And whatever lies ahead in the war against this ideology, the cutcome is not in doubt: Those who despise freedom
and progress have condemned themselves to isolation, decline and collapse. Because free peoples believe in the future, free peoples will

own the future.” (transcript) {story) (story) (story)

Ambassador Khalilzad Discusses Iragq's New Constitution

President George W. Bush
Bolling Air Force Base, Maryland, Oct. 25, 2005

"Suceess in Iraq, both for Iragis and for Americans, depends on whether the Iragi leaders ¢an agree on a national compact, a vision for the
new Iraq that has the support of Iraq's communities. The ratification of the constitution signals major progress towards that goal. In
negotiating the constitution, Iragis on all sides of all major issues worked towards compromise. Sometimes the talks were difficult and some
of the compromises did nof come easily. We can take heart that the process of overcoming differences through negotiations, not conflict,

has begun to take root.” {transcript

Ambassador to Iraq Zal Khalilzad
The White House, Oct. 26, 2005

An eprﬁwas urdnance_ etachmmt saitar uses 4 tﬂn::h tn cut thmugh steal dunng a
-~ demonstration for Joint Civilian Orientation Conférence participants aboard the LSS, .
Mount Whitney off the coast of Naples, Ifﬂl'f Elr:t, 21, Zﬂﬂﬁ U. S Air Force photu byr

' Staff Sqt. Suzanne Day JCOC web page

... Explosives Demonstration .. =~

Troop Visits Give Doctor New Respect for the Military
SHANNON, Irefand, Qct. 24 - Dr. Neil Fruman didr't realize how

much of an impact a trip to military installations around the world had
made on him until, during an airpert stopover in Ireland on the way
home QOct. 22, he saw a group of soldiers headed to Iraq. "It became

very clear to me then," said Fruman, a family practitioner from
Lafayette, Calif. "Looking in the eyes and shaking the hands of these

men and women of different countries of erigin, nationalities, heights,
weights, sexes - all with smiles on their faces, eager, anxious and
respectful, standing proudly for me, my family and my country - |
realized | didn't have that feeling of respect for them before. | had a
lump in my throat the entire time." {story)

In the News

Iragl Voters Say 'Yes' to New Constitution

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25 — A majority of Iraq's citizens have approved
their country's new constitution, an event the top .S, diplomat called
"a remarkable story." iragis "achieved yet another step on their march
toward democracy,” Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice said to
reporters during a trip Ottawa, Canada. Iragis voted on the new
constitution during an Oct. 15 referendum. The Iragi government
announced that 78 percent of voters approved the document, {siory)

Information Important as Bullets Against Terror, Chairman Says
WASHINGTON, Qct. 25 - Information ig as important in the globat
war on terrorism as bullets and bombs, the chairman of the .ioint
Chiefs of Staff said Cct. 24. in addition to killing or capturing terrorists,
the United States is aiming to stop people from wanting to join
extremist groups, Marine Gen. Peter Pace said. (story)

National Guardsmen Assisfing in Wilma's Waks

ORLANDO, Fla., Qet. 25 — National Guard soldiers from the Carofinas
and New York are providing air and communications support to
Florida in the wake of Huricane Wilma. Aircrews have airlifted
hospital patients in the Florida Keys, and communications teams are
providing satellite, video and radio communication capabilities to
assist emergency workers in their operations, officials said. (story)

Pakistan Relief Effort to Top 1,000 U.S. Troops

WASHINGTON, Oct. 24 — More than 1,000 U.S. servicemembers will
so0n be assisting earthquake relief efforts in Pakistan, Navy Rear
Adm. Michael A. LeFever, commander of the [}.S. reilef eﬁ‘nrt in

Pakistan, told Pentagon reporfers here. (storv}
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From the Podium

Gen. Pace Discusses Insurgent Attacks in Irag

“t think what we have is an insurgency that is more and more aware of the fact that each time the iraqi people go to vote, each time
they state their own free will in the way they have at the ballot box, that the insurgency is more and more in trouble of doing what they
want {o do, which is to dominate those people. So from the standpoint of the insurgents, they are very concemed, as they should be,
that the Iragi people want to have a free lifestyle that they pick for themselves. And therefore they are using attacks on civilians,
primarily murder of civilians, as a way to try to get the Iragi peopleto back down from their opportunity to live the way they want to
live. So | see the insurgents' acts as an indication that the iraqi people are in fact moving -- making progress, moving forward, and
their govemment is as well." {transcript) {story)

Gen. Peter Pace, Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff
Press Conference with Pentagon Press Corps, Nov. 1, 2005

Maj. Gen. Taluto Discusses the importance of Building the Iragis’ Sustainment Capabilities

"All ight, sustainment -- in the functional areas we have personnel, we have logistics and we have training. In our logistics arena -
everything about maintaining and sustaining your equipment leveis. So if you take a truck out, and it gets hit with an [ED and it gets
destroyed, how do | get my truck replaced? If my truck breaks, and | don't have parts to fix it, how do | get the parts — the necessary
parts to put it back on the road? ... If i need leaders and personnel, and | have to have -- rotate leaders, there has got to be a system
In place to — and a thoughtful system on how they select commanders, and put in leaders, and make assignments because that
sustains the personnel side. In training, if | can conduct - if I've got my soldiers and their marksmanship is good, their -- they know
how to conduct, aim, fire, that their individual training skills are good, if | don't use those skills, they will erode. 5o [ need to
understand that | have to schedule time to go back to training at certain periodic times. | need to be able to conduct that kind of
training over again to sustain their skills. So in these functional areas, there are sustainment requirements, and you have to have
systems in place.” {transcript) (story) -

Army Maj. Gen. Joseph Taluto, Commander, Multinational Division North-Central of Task Force Liberty
Press Briefing from Baghdad, Oct. 28, 2005

In the News

Marine Corps to Join U.S, Special Operations Command

WASHINGTON, Nov. 1 — The Marine Corps will soon officially join the special cperations
community with a new Marine Special Operations Command to become a component of
LS. Special Operations Command, Defense Secretary Rumsfeld announced. {story)

Bush Praises Haly as 'Partner for Peace’
WASHINGTON, Oct. 31 - President Bush praised italy as a strong partner for peace
foliowing a meeting with Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi here. Italy is a close ally in the
Coalition against terror, The Italians have been on the ground in Afghanistan since 2002,
Some 2,900 Italian soldiers and "Carabinieri” - members of an Italian military and police

- corps - serve in Iraq with the British-led Multi-National Division Southeast. The ltalians also
contribute to the NATQ mission training raqi officers. {story)

U.S., Japanese Leaders Recommend Closer Ties, Troop Shifts

WASHINGTON, Oct. 29 — Some 7,000 Marines of the headquarters of the 3rd Marine
Expediticnary Force will relocate from Okinawa, Japan, to Guam over the next six years as
part of recommendations accepted by the United States and Japan. The recemmendations

The guided-missile stmr UDtu[I 3} come out of the "2 plus 2" meeting hosted by Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld and
follows the cruiser USS Lake Champlain (CG'57) during - including the Japanese defense minister, Yoshinori Ohno; U.S. Secretary of State
maneuvers off the coast of southem Califonia on Oct. 28, Condoleezza Rice; and Japanese foreign minister Nobutaka Machimura. {story)

2003, DoD photo by Petty Officer 3™ Class Aaron Burden.
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld: Enemy We're Fighting in Iraqg Has Global Designs
“The leaders of our two democracies have taken the measure cf an enemy with global designs, an enemy whose explicit threats in
writings -- in President Bush's words, an open warning to the free world. If they are not defeated in lraq, these enemies will become
more powerful, more ambitious and launch more attacks on free people everywhere. We are firm in the convigtion that leaving before
the job is done in either Afghanistan or Iraq, as the terrorists hope, would iead to even greater danger later.” (transcript) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Joint News Briefing with British Secrefary of State for Defense John Reid
The Pentagon, Nov. 7, 2005

Gen. Pace: Each Vote in traq Is a Strike Against the Insurgency
“The numbers of attacks that have laken place during the October elections and as we get ready for the December elections are

indicative of the fact that the insurgency understands that every time an Iragi goes to the poll and votes that is a strike against the
insurgency. The insurgents fear the fact the Iraqis will be able to pick their own future. So when | say that, no, to your question about
how they (insurgents) are getting stronger, | believe they are not because of the efections; because 64 percent of the tragi populous
went and voted {in the Oct. 15 constitutional referendum); because 210,080 Iragis now serve in their armed forces and their police.
Everything that is good and measurable about the stability of the country now and its potential for future stability is working in the new
government's favor. That then works against insurgents and therefore, inside that environment | do not see the insurgency growing.”
(transcript) {story) S
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Peter Pace
interview with Jim Lehrer on The NewsHotir with Jim Lehrer, Nov. 7, 2005

HONORING ALL In the News

WHO SERVED Bush Presents Medal of Freedom to Former Joint Chiefs Chairman

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 — President Bush presented refired Air Force Gen. Richard B.
Myers with the Presidential Medat of Freedom during a White House ceremony on
Wednesday. Myers, who stepped down as chairman cf the Joint Chiefs of Staff Sept. 30,
was one of 14 Americans honored with the nation's highest civilian award. Bush praised
Myers for his efforts that helped free 50 miltion people in Afghanistan and raq. (story)

Army Has No Plans to Drop Recruiting Standards

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 « The Army is looking for the best in its prospective recruits and
won't let standards slip as it fills its ranks, the top general for Army recruiting and retention
said today during an interview on C-SPAN's "Washington Journal.” Lt. Gen, Robert L. Van
Antwerp, who heads the Army Accessions Command, dismissed allegations that a recent
spike in recruits who score lowest in military entrance tests and an increase in those
without high school diplomas represents a watering down of the force. (story)

VETERANS DAY . . . .
November 11, 2005 BRAC Deadline Expires; DoD to Begin Closures, Reafignments

WASHINGTON, Nov. 9 - The Base Realignment and Closure Commission’s
recommendations for reshaping the Defense Department's infrastructure and force
structure officidly took effect at 12:01 a.m. Wednesday after Congress allowed them 10

pass into law at the mandated Mov. 8 deadline. (story)

Pentagon Channel Adds Podcasting to Produet Line

VETCRANS DAY 2005 - WASHINGTON, Nov. 4 - On Nov. 7, the Pentagon Channel will add podcasting as a
T (A TN o RO R e A o TN R [ B | | means of distributing the channets military news and informatior: targeted to the men and
 mpacial Goverans women in uniform. The Pentagon Channel broadcasts military news and information for
pacial Coverage - and about the 2.6 million members of the U.S. Armed Forces. (release)
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Secretary Rumsfeld: Pre-War Intelligence Not Unigue to President
“We've got men and women serving in Iraq, risking their iives, and -- on the one hand, and on the cther hand, we have people
suggesting that the reason we're there was because this president decided to go in based on information that was unique to him. And
it wasn't unique to him. The information that he based his decision on was the same information that President Clinton and the
previous administration had. It's the same information members of the House and Senate had. Its the same information that the other
intelligence services have. And it seems to me that people whe are willing to risk their lives need to know the truth. They needto
understand that they are there based on decisions that were made in good faith by responsible people, and that this world is going fo
be a lot batter off with Saddam Hussein gone and with that country on a path towards democracy.” (transcript) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Briefing, Nov. 15, 2005

Brig. Gen. Alston: Iraqi Security Forces Securing Ground Won During Operations
“The most current operaticns that we have been doing in the Euphrates River Valtey over the iast couple of months, in Haditha and

now out farther west in Husayba, al Qaim, Karabilah, in these areas we are establishing permanent Iragi security force presence.
Forts and outposts are being built to sustain the Iragi security forces in those areas. In the past, if there has been an operation and we
would be unable -- wouid have been unable to leave behind a permanent security presence, there have been times that the
insurgents or terrorists would come back into those areas. But now, today, the fact that the Iragi security forces number more than
211,000 has enabled a different way to sclve this problem, and that new way is to leave behind competent Iragi security forces to
secure the ground that is won. And that is the fundamental difference in the operations that we are able to perform today and that the
Iraqi security forces are able to perform today. So | think that that factor more than any other will enable us to continue to, with that
sustained presence, provide stability to those areas.” {tfranscript)

Air Force Brig. Gen. Donald Alston
Press Conference in Baghdad, Nov. 13, 2005

Afghan Women Increasing Role in Army

P : KABUL, Afghanistan, Nov. 17 - Only four years after the Taliban was ousted from
. EEEE power, Afghan women are playing an increasing role in their country's security

- SO A | | through an accessions program allowing them to become members of the Afghan
National Army. {story}

Judge Orders Military Trial at Guantanamo Bay Halted

WASHINGTON, Nov. 15 — A federal judge ordered a halt Nov. 14 to the military
trial of an Australian detainee captured in Afghanistan and held at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, pending a Supreme Court ruling in a related case. {story)

; ;A U S. Manne and his K—Q waich uver the streets uf I{arahﬁa Coalition Forces Capture High-Level Baath Party Leader

. .while thé Marines of India Cnmpany, 3rdf Battalion, 6th Mannes .
tlear houses during: Gperatlun Steal Curtain in Husaybah fraq, |

*on Nov..10, 2005: The intent of Steel Curtain is fo'restore Iragj-

'-'smrerergn GE}ﬂtfﬂl along t the iraq—Syrna bcrder and degtruy the at |

 Qiaeds network operating thiroughoit the Qaim ragier: Do~
pmtnhy Gpl Hﬁali sk $ﬂ'teli:u§, U.ﬂ Marine: Garps (Releaeed}

WASHINGTON, Nov. 15 — Coalition forces captured the leader of the New Baath
Party in Diyala province, Iraq, during a Nov. 9 patrol, officials announced. Hamid
Sharki Shadid is a former member of the Baath Party in Diyala province and is
suspected of being responsibie for all insurgent Baath Party activities in that area.

{story}

Secretary Rumsfald Commaentary: U,S.-Australia Relationship

Multi-National Ferce-lrag -
Combined Forces Command - Afg_nlstan
www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

"For six decades the close friendship and military alliance between our two great
democracies has been a force for peace and prosperity in the Asia-Pacific region.”
{link to full article}
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Says Iragis Will Not Tolerate insurgency
“‘Ultimately ... the Iragi people will be able to completely reduce that insurgency, and they will do it because they know the insurgents
are not against the Coalition forces, the insurgents are against the Iraqi people; they are against the elected iraqi government; they
are against the constitution of the Iragis, and the Iragi people are not going to tolerate that over fime.” {transcript) (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Media Stakeout after CBS appearance, Nov. 20, 2005

Lt. Gen. Vines Thanks Troops For Their Sacrifices
‘| am struck, in this holiday season, by the enormous sacrifice of the young men and women over here ... | believe, in a very direct
way, they're helping to provide for the security and safety of our fellow citizens back in the United States. And | believe there's a direct
linkage between the security of our citizens back in the United States and what goes on here in Iraq, because those jihadists, those
terrorists that seek to impose their will on Iraq -- the U.S. is an archenemy, and they would like to use Irag as a base from which to
strike us. And those young men and women in harm's way here recognize that, and [ think they are committed to the fight. And we
owe them a debt of gratitude, and il is my high honor to serve with them.” {transcript) (story) {story)

Army Lt. Gen. John R. Vings, Baghdad, Nov. 22, 2005

In the News

Persistent Presence Creates Secure Environment, Spokesman Says
WASHINGTON, Nov. 23 - Operations that have been ongoing in the Irag's Anbar province

since September have had a significant impact nationwide and have limited the ability of
terrorists to conduct suicide attacks, a U.S. military spokesman said in Baghdad. {story)

Top Enlisted Advisor Impressed With Gitmo Troop Quality, Dedication

NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba, Nov. 23 — At the tail end of his first visit here,
the recently appointed senior enlisted advisor to the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said
he's "happy with the quality of people you see here.” Army Command Sgt. Maj. William J. "Joe"
Gainey said he is impressed with the dedication he withessed during a visit Nov. 22, (story)

Iraqi Government Takes Control of Base In Tikrit |
TIKRIT, Iraq, Nov. 23 — The Iragi government took control of Saddam Hussein's palace

compiex in Tikrit from U.S. Coalition forces during & ceremony Nov. 22 which continued
despite a dud round fired by terrorists, [story)

More Military Funds Committed for Pakistan Quake Relief

WASHINGTON, Nov. 21 ~ The Defense Department is nearly doubling ifs funding for
earthquake relief operations in Pakistan - to $410 million - following the country's devastating
Qct. 8 earthquake that left an estimated 73,000 people dead, State Department officials
announced Nov. 19. The added military commitment is part of a larger overall U.S. aid

package for Pakistan's reflief and reconstruction, now $510 million. This includes $300 million in
assistance from USAID and at least $10C million in private contributions. {story}

Commentary: Give Thanks For Those Who Answer Call .;_f?:':LOQ!StIGS Gﬂmlrﬁﬂﬂﬂfiﬁﬁi
FORT MONROGE, Va., Nov. 23 — Thanksgiving is a special time for our naticn. We remember - gmung "Eﬂﬂimﬁ'k‘m_ﬁ}_@. < Mg

our forefathers’ journey fo a new land - seeking freedom from persecution, finding a country ﬂlﬁ%%ﬂ

that presented the opportunity for peace and a fruitfut future — for which we give thanks this _:-:;;_:j,treatmentanﬂ
time of year, We also celebrate our military families this ime of year during National Miitary el
Family Week, Many — mor thari a quarter of a million people — face this holiday without their 11 555
loved ones. {link to commentary) Thank the troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil :
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From the Podium

President Bush: As Iraai Security Forces Stand Up, Coalition Forces Can Stand Down
“As the Iragl Security Forces stand up, their confidence is growing and they are taking on tougher and more important missions on
1 their own. As the Iraqi Security Forces stand up, the confidence of the Iragi peopie is growing — and Iragis are providing the vital
inteligence needed to track down the terrorists. And as the Iraqi Security Forces stand up, Coalition forces can stand down — and
when our mission of defeating the terrorists in traq is complete, our troops will return home to a proud nation.” {transcript) (story)
President George W. Bush
Annapolis, Md., Nov. 30, 2005

Secretary Rumsfeld: Victory, Not Quitting, Is the Exit Strategy

“If a country decides to quit they've got a date certain for withdrawal. And of course quitting is no exit strategy. Victory is the exit
strategy you want, and we're winning this thing and we're going to win it and we're going to be able to transfer responsibility to the

Iragi people, and most important of all, think of what the world would be tike if we pulled out precipitously.” transcript
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Interview, The Neal Boortz Radio Show, Nov. 29, 2005

- Successful Operation - | In the News

Iragi Security Forces Steadily Improving, But $tili Need Support
WASHINGTON, Nov. 28 — U.8. and Coalition initiatives to create well-trained
and -equipped Iraqgi security forces are paying off, with iragis taking on more
of the fight, a U.S. Central Command general said Nov. 28 at the Heritage
Foundation here. "lraqi Security Forces are fighting hard. They're fighting
well. They are not cracking under pressure, as you see in some armies, and
they are making a tremendous contribution,” Brig. Gen. Mark Kimmitt,
CENTCOM's deputy director of plans and strategy, told the audience. (story)

Chairman Calls White Phosphorous Legitimate Military Teol
WASHINGTON, Nov. 30 — White phospharous is a legitimate military tool, but

- : B e L . U.S. forces have been highly judicious about using it to avoid harming
y Iraq: zlm'q,r soddiers raise the ﬂag W|th pﬂde n Husayhah traq, after a - civilians, Marne Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, toid
| cerefmony symbolizing the success'of Operation Steal Curtain which Pentagon reporters Nov. 28. Pace defended use of the substance, which
_--iiearedhareahs of enemy control along the fragi-Syriah border. (U. 5 U.S. forces use primarily as a smokescreen, to mark targets or to fiush
“Avmy photo by Spe. Rick Rzepka) “"km CENTCOM release. enemy combatants out of protecied positions. "It is well within the faw of war
——— __-—uuu-.ﬁ . ‘ '
to use those weapons as they are being used for marking and screening,” he
. said. U.S. forces have never used white phosphorous to target innocent
Web Links civilians, officiais said, and have taken great pains to avoid doing so. (story)
White House -
National Strategy for Victory in Iraq document Officials Decry Use of Qutdated Images to Portray Gitmo
Training Iraqi Security Forces fact sheet U.S. NAVAL STATION GUANTANAMO BAY, Cuba, Nov. 28 — Leaders at the
Department of Defense LS. detention facility for enemy combatants here wonder why media outlets
www defenselink. mil - DoD main web page continue to use outdated images of defunct facilities to accompany news
www defendamerica.mil - News about the war on terrorism reparts ahout the base. {story)
www.pentagonchanne!.mif — Watch DoD news briefings |
www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil — Support the troops Army's Ongoing Transformation Was Decades in the Making
www mnt-irag.com - Multi-National Force-Irag WASHINGTON, Nov. 30 — Although the Army only began its transformation
Multi-National Security Transition Command-Irag in 2002, the process has been ongoing and decades in the making, Lt. Gen.
www mnstcl. irac.centcom. mil Joseph L. Yakovac, the mifitary deputy to the assistant secretary of the Army
Combined Forces Command-Afghariistan for acquisition, fogistics afid t&chnology, said here Nov. 29. [story) -
www.cfc-3.centcorm. mil
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From the Podium

Secrefary Rumsfeld Says Defeating Extremists’ Aspirations in Irag Essential to Protecting Americans

“But simply put, defeating extremists’ aspirations in [raq is essential to protecting the lives of the American people. Imagine the world
our children would face if we allowed Zawahiri and Zargawi and bin Laden and others of their ilk to seize power and operate with
impunity out of Iraq. |t would turn Iraq inte what Afghanistan was before September 11 -- a haven for terrorist recruitment, training,
and a launching pad for attacks against U.S. interests and our fellow citizens. Iraq would serve as the base of a new Islamic caliphate
to extend throughout the Middle East and which would threaten legitimate governments in Europe, Africa, and Asia. This is their plan,
they have said so. We make a terrible mistake if we fail to listen and leam.” {transcript} (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Remarks to the John Hopkins, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced Intemational Studies
Washington, D.C, , Dec. 5, 2005

Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry Briefs on Progress, Challenges in Afghanistan

"Consider where Afghanistan is foday. The country now has a constitution. Political processes have been formalized. The country has
a democratically elected president. A representative National Assembly and provincial councils have been elected, and parliament will
sit within the next two weeks for the first time in decades. The Afghan National Army now numbers about 30,000 strong, and isa
nationally recognized institution with a nationwide presence ... The Afghan National Police force is taking shape as well. Roads,

wells, schools and clinics are being built around the country. Millions of children are now attending schools, many for the first time.
And just as important, there is a strong international consensus in place to continue this productive partnership with the Afghan
people.” (transcript) {story)

U.S. Army Lt. Gen. Karl Eikenberry
Briefing with Pentagon press corps, Dec. 8, 2005

In the News

Rumsfeld: Terrorists Can Win Only in U.S., Media

WASHINGTON, Dec. 3 — Enemies of a free Iraq recognize they can't win
against the United States and the coalition on the battlefieid, and the only
way they can hope to win is in Washington, D.C., and through American
public opinion, Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said Dec. 8. (story)

Rumsfeld Expects Immediate Troop Reduction After Iraq Elaction
WASHINGTON, Dec. @ - The United States expects to reduce its troop
numbers in iraq by more than 17,000 following the Dec. 15 national elections,
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said Dec. 8. {story)

|ED Center, Task Force Bridge Gap Between Training Centers, Theatar
WASHINGTCN, Dec. 7 — A new improvised-explosive-device center of
excellence at Fort Irwin, Calif., and the existing Joint IED Task Force will use
lessons learned in Iraq to develop strategies to defeat the significant threat

Sg . E‘ﬁ_3rd Armnred Gavalrr Regimaﬂi

E ffpa’trﬂis the: markei d|5: ”trai Afar lraq; on'Dec. & zmﬁ IEDs pose to servicemembers around the world, a senior military official said
uiphoﬁl by Pétty-Officer 15t Class Alan D Monyelie) 2 | here Dec. 6. (story)
ink:fo MuIt;-Naﬁ::maI Fnroeﬂrau wwwmnf-i: ig.C0M y -}f:ﬁ;,;_l_-fjl?_';{ ;

Bush Cites Iraq Rebuilding Progress, Accomplishments
WASHINGTON, Dec. 7 - President Bush today highlighted reconstruction
achievements made in lraq over the past two years as positive evidence that
that muntry IS maklng pmgress tuward bemmlng a self-suffi GIEﬂL prnductwe

Support the Troops
www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld: Elections In Iragq Defeat for Enemies of the Iraqi People

“So this election, of course, is not only important to those Iragis, it's important to the people in the region. It would be the first real
democracy in the Arab world. And | think the back-side of it is alsc important. This election constitutes a defeat for the enemies of the
Iraqi people, the enemies of the legitimate Iragi government. It constitutes a defeat to the people who have been doing the
beheadings and conducting the suicide raids and threatening people and assassinating people who were boid enough to go out and
run for pubtic office, or to go out and vote, or to serve, Yet, if you think about it, the moderate Muslim nations in the region have been
under threat. And so it's a victory for them as well.” {transcript} (story) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Town Hall, Dec. 15, 2005
Gen Casey: Accomplishments In Irag Unprecedented
.. what the Iraqi people and the Coalition have accomplished here in less than three years is unprecedented. And if you think about
|t three years ago Saddam Hussein was still tyrannizing the iraqi people. And in the year period, or less than three years since then,
the Iraqis have taken sovereignty to their country, they've had elections for a transitional government, the peaceful fransition of
governments from the interim government to the transitional govemment. They've written a constitution. They've approved the
constitution. They've built up Iraqi security forces of over 200,000. And today they elected an assembly that will select a government
based on that constitution. All of that in less than three and a half - three years, and done against a ruthless and resilient insurgency.
It's remarkable, and as | said, it's unprecedented. The third point, we still have a lot of work to do here in traq in 2006. The new
government’s got to get elected, make the transition and come in.” (transcript) (story)

Gen. George W. Casey Jr.
Commanding General, Multi-National Force-Irag
Update from Iraq to the Pentagon Town Hall, Dec. 15, 2005

'In the News

Iragi Voters Flock to Polls Amid Tight Security

WASHINGTON, De¢. 15 ~ Reports {rom Iraq's national parliamentary elections
Dec. 15 indicate voter tumout was higher than the numbers seen for the Oct. 15
consfitutional referendum, military officials here said. The outcome of the
etection will determine the first full-term govemment since the fall of Saddam

Hussein. {story)

Senior Leaders Focus on Urban Fight

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — Senior defense and government leaders gathered at
Fort McNair to consider challenges the t.S. military faces operating in urban
1 : environments and to discuss strategies to make them as effective in cities as m

Iragi men pmm:il*_ur show their mk—stamed ﬁngers after voting in
Hayijl, Irag, on Bec. 15, 2005, Iraqi citizens are voling io elect
Iraq's first free, permanent parliamentary government, DoD photo
by Tech. Sqgf. Andy Dunaway, U.S, Air Force. {Released)

+ IRAQ ELECYTIONS 2005 i

Visit the DoD elections web site on www.DefengdAmerica.mil

Track Santal View declassified Santa photos and follow his
journey around the globe on the NORAD web site.

open terrain. The Urban Operations Senior Leader Review, sponsored by U.S.
Joint Forces Command, focused on better ways to fight an enemy that's
increasingly moving inte urban areas to plan and faunch its attacks. {story)

DoD Orders Review of Anti-Threat Intel-Gathering System

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15 — The Defense Depariment has ordered a review of an
intelligence system that compiles informatlon on possibie worldwide threats to
U.S. military personnel and installations, a senior DoD official said here. (story)

Recruiting Rates Up Militarywide; Army Targets New Veterans
WASHINGTON, Dec. 12 ~ Both the active Army and Army National Guard
continued reversing a springtime recruiting slump, exceeding their November
goals at 105 and 110 percent, respectively, defense officials said. (story)
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From the Podium
Secretary Rumsfeld Holiday Message to the Troops
“In this “long war" ahead, the freedom and opportunity that our forefathers sought are the very things the enemy attacks and hopes to
take away. They are what some have calied the American Dream, and what led one writer to say, "America is a willingness of the
heart." That dream, that wilingness of the heart, is what each of you have sacrificed for and helped to defend, And | want you to know
that your country is grateful to each of you, and the cause of human freedom is stronger today because of you. And so 1o every
American in uniform, | thank you for your service. | congratulate you on a year of enormous accomplishment. And [ wish you and your
families a happy holiday season, and a safe and successful new year.” (link to full text)

Gen. Pace Holiday Message to the Troops
“Throughout our history, the men and woemen of the Armed Forces have spent many holidays far from loved ones, serving to defend

the ideals of freedom and liberty that Americans hold so dear. Today, you continue to display that same uncompromising devotion to
duty. From full combat operations to critical relief missions, your efforis across the globe bring peace to troubled lands and hope to
those in need.” (link to full text)

In the News
Rumsfeld Cites 2005 Successes, Challenges for New Year
WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld heraided 2005 as

a year of extraordinary contributions by the U.S. military and looked toward the new
year as an opportunity to continue building on those efforts and transforming the

military into a 21st-century force, (story)

Home for the Holiday

Rumsfeld Visits Troops at Bagram, Kandahar

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, Dec. 22 - Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld spent the moming today with troops from Combined Joint Task Force 76 in
Afghanistan, awarding medals.to aviatars for valor in combat and answering
servicemembers' questions during a town hall meeting. " wanted to tell each of you
personally that the American people are proud of what you're doing and grateful to
you and your families,” he said. (story}

Security, Sunni Participation Deterred Election Violence, General Says
WASHINGTON, Dec. 22 - Increased numbers of capabie iragi security forces and
more Sunni involvement in the electoral process were among the factors that
deterred terrorist viclence before and during the Dec. 15 voting, a senior U.S. military

A U.S. Navy sailor with the USS Mcciky (FFG 41) grests his
children as he retuns home to Naval Station San Diego after a

five-month deployment to the Eastern Pacific Ocean Deg. 20. officer told reporters at a Baghdad news conference tnday Unlike the days

While under way, the ship seized more than 3.5 tons of cocaine preceding the Jan. 30 Iraqi election, there was no jump in ferrorist activity just befure
worth $100 million dofiars and rescued Ecuadorians from or during the Dec. 15 voting, Army Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, spokesman for

overinaded vessels off the coast of Central America. U.S. NEW Muitinationzl Force |raq said. istotﬂ

photo by Photographar's Mate 2nd Class LaGuisha 5. Davis.

U.S. Troop Levels in Afghanistan Slated to Drop Next Year

WASHINGTON, Dec. 20 — The number of American troaps serving in Afghanistan,
currently about 19,000, is slated to dectine by about 2,500 next year, a senior U.S.
mifitary officer said here Dec. 19. {story)

send 2 Hollday Mefsage Ll Work on Quadrennial Defense Review, 2007 DoD Budgef Continues
' 1o the Troops via # gen WASHINGTON, Dec. 18 - Pentagon civilian and military leaders continue work on
W ARERICA SUPFORTS YoU Zdh developing the 2005 Quadrennial Defense Review and the 2007 DoD budget,
i . - officials said. QDRs are performed every four years o help cefense pianners
ascertain what the military wifl need in manpower and matenel to address anhmpated
‘missions 20 years in the future. {story} |
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Speaks to U.S. Troops In Mosul
“When you read things or hear things that express a doubt about the future here in Iraq or in Afghanistan, know that there have
always been doubts expressed. There have always been those who suggested that the cause could not be successiul; that the cause
would be lost; and in fact it was the people that persevered that proved them wrong. The great sweep of human history is for freedom,
and you're on the side of freedom, and you and cur country will prevail. God bless you ail; thank you. {transeript} (story)
Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Mosul, fraq, Dec. 24, 2005

Gen. Casey: Still Work Ahead In Iraq

“As | have said many times before, there is no quick solution to the issues facing lrag. There is much more to do. In order to succeed,
the people of Iraq must unite behind their security forces and their govemment, and tumn against terror and violence in 2006. This is
part of a conditions-based assessment process in coordination with the Iragi Security Forces and Iraqi government leadership. Qur
next assessment for continued transition will take place this spring, but remember, this will be a gradual process that wilk take place
over 2006 and beyond.” (link to MNF-| newsletter commentary)

Gen. George W. Casey Jr.
Dec. 28, 2005

L _-;ZPdstin 'U_dafes In the News

iraqi, Afghan Elections Signal Most Significant Progress in 2005

WASHINGTON, Dec. 28 — Free and fair elections in Iraq and Afghanistan represent the U.5.
military's most significant accomplishment in 2005, the top U.S. enlisted servicemember said.
Army Command Sgt. Maj. William J, Gainey, senior enlisted advisor to the chaiman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, began 2005 in Iraq as the senior enlisted advisor for Multinational Corps
Irag. He witnessed the Jan. 30 elections there and said the event and subsequent eieciions in
lrag and Afghanistan are significant on many levels. {story)

Cvcles to Enhance Army Reserve Readiness, Predictability

WASHINGTON, Dec. 27 - The Army Reserve is instituting five-year readiness cycles to
ensure a steady suppty of deployment-ready forces while bringing more predictability to
reservists, their families and their civitian employers, a top Army Reserve general said. (story)

Pace Explains High Re-up Rate Among Deployed Servicemembers

WASHINGTON, Dect. 25 — Servicemembers who have served in Iraq and Afghanistan are re-

enlisting in high numbers, and the chairman of the Jeint Chiefs of Staff said he thinks he knows
- | why. Marine Gen. Peter Pace spoke with Chris Wallace on the Fox News Channel's "Fox

"""" ~ - News Sunday.” *(The high re-enlistment rate) shows their pride in what they're doing and their

Persian Guif (Dec. 21, 2005) - Cperations | understanding of how important it is," the general said. "It is absolutely true that for those units
Specialist 3rd Class Richard Taylor, left, and that have served overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan, that their re-enlistment rates are the
Operations Specialist Seaman Zachary Machnics, highest of all of our ammed forces.” (story)

right; post updates in their workstation in the

Combat Direction Genter {CDC) on board USS Casey Explains Troop Reduction Rafionale

Theadore Roosevelt {GVN 71). Roosevett and BAGHDAD, Dec. 23. - Two U.S. brigades wili not deploy to Iraq as originally planned, the

embarked Carner Air Wing Eight (CYW-8) aré
- underway on a regularly scheduled deploymentt commander of Coalition forces in lraq said here. Amy Gen. George W. Casey Jr., commander

conducting maritime security operations. U.S. of Multinational Force Iraqg, said President Bush has accepted his remmmendatmn that the
" Navy photo by Phgtggraphgr*s Mate 2nd Classs | | number of American forces in Iraq drop over the coming months, Progress with the Iragi
. Matthew Bash {released}. ... ... | { Security forces means the number of American brigades in Iraq can drop from 17 to 15. (story)
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President Bush Highlights Progress, Challenges In Global War on Terror

“So in 2008, the mission is to continue to hand over more and more territory and more and more responsibility to Iragi forces. A year
ago there was only a handful of Iragi army and police battalions ready for combat, ready to take the lead; today, there are more than
125 Iraqi combat battalions fighting the enemy, and 50 of those are in the lead. That's progress. And it's important progress, and it's
an imporiant part of our strategy to win in Iraq. And as these forces become more battle-hardened and take the lead, we're going to
see continued confidence in the Iragi people of the Iragis being able to defend themselves, and that's important. And as we see more
of these lragi forces in the Jead, we'll be able to continue with our desire, our stated strategy that says as Iragis stand up, we'll stand
down.” (transcript} (story) {story)

President George W. Bush
The Pentagon, Jan. 4, 2006

Maj. Gen. Webster Says Troops’ Ability to Adapt Helping Win Global War on Terror

“There are some out there who question our mission or our capabiity to perform the mission. And all | can say is that the war is being
conducted in a very complex combat environment, and we are moving the ball forward. And our greatest quality is our people and
their abiiity to adapt to the situation 50 we can be successiul. Cnndltmns are being set to allow the Iraqis to run and secure their own
country.” {transcript) {story)

Maj.-Gen. Wiltiam Wehster, commander of Muiti-National Division-Baghdad
Brief] ng with Pentagon Press Corps from Iraq
Dec. 30, 2005

In the News

Bush Announces Appointments to Two Top DoD Posts

WASHINGTON, Jan. 5 - President Bush announced recess appointments to
two key Pentagon positions: Goerdon England as deputy defense secretary and
J. Domance Smith as assistant secretary of defense for public affairs, (story)

Chiefs Continually Examine Differing Combat Tour Lengths
WASHINGTON, Jan. 4 — The service chiefs continue to examine how long
servicemembers should serve in Irag, but for now they are satisfied the tour
lengths are about right, Marine Gen. Peter Pace said Jan. 3. Iraq tour lengths
are different among the services. Airmen generally are depioyed for four
months, Marines and sailors serve about seven months. Soldiers generally
spend a year with “boots on the ground.” {story}

Pres:dent George W. Bush shakes hands with .S, Aﬂ' Force Staff

.S, Servicemembers "Waging Peace' on Horn of Africa Sqt. David Koleun of tha Air Force Surgeon Genéral's office after
CAMP LEMONIER, Djibouti, Jan. 3 — Servicemembers on an important front in the president met with senior defense officials in the Pentagon, -

the giobal war on terror are fighting hard, but not with weapons. "We're waging Jan, 4, 2008, to discuss the war in raqg. Def_ens;é'Sacretw-Eﬂnatd
peace as hard as we can,” the commander of Combined Joint Task Farce Horn Rumsfeld (far right) and other defense leaders also stoppedto
of Africa told American Forces Press Service Jan. 2 here. Marine Maj. Gen. shake hands with enlisted members from alt the services. Defénse
Timothy Ghormley said Marines, airmen, sallors and soldiers in the command Dept. photo by Helene C. Stikkel {link to photo essays)

are strengthening and stabilizing the nafions of the region. "We are setting the

conditicns for victory," the general said. "We're avoiding another Iraq or

. . - > Y
Afghanistan.” (story) | _ iﬂ;ﬂﬁ{ Ll l/. {‘I: SRR umrmlmﬂ WA
Afghanistan: Year In Review WASHINGTON, Jan. 3, 2006 — Troops conducting urban
KABLL, Afghanistan, Jan. 3 — One year can change the face of a nation. operations soon will have the capabilities of superheroes,
Afghanistan made significant advancements in 2005 toward autonomy and | | Deing able to sense through 12 inches of concrete to
secuirity. The changes started in the first few days of the new year. (siory] determine if someone is inside a building. {sfory] (info)
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From the Podium

President Bush: Three Areas of Focus In Irag This Year

“Our work in Iraq in 2006 wilt be focused on three critical areas. On the political side, we will help Iragis consolidate the democratic
gains they made 1ast year, and help them build democratic institufions, a unified govemment, and a lasting free society. On the
security side, we will stay on the offense against the terrorists and Saddamists. We will continue fo strengthen the Iraqi security forces
-- with an emphasis on improving the capabilities of the iraqi police, so that over the next 12 months, fraqi forces can take control of
more territory from our Coalition and take the lead in the fight. And on the economic side, we will continue reconstruction efforts, and
help lrag's new government implement difficult reforms that are necessary to build a modem economy and a better life.”

{transcript) {story}

President George W. Bush
Address to Veterans of Foreign Wars, Washington, Jan. 10, 2006

Secretary Rumsfeld: Defense Department Must Be Prepared For Unforeseen Eventualities
“While we can't know for certain what kinds of wars we may be fighting in the decades 1o come, we do know what our priarities have

to be, and certainly they include preparing for unforeseen eventualities from full-scale combat operations to counter-insurgency
missions; stability operations and homeland defense; creating the best structured, trained and equipped forces for these missions;
confinuing jeininess and connectivity within and between the services to provide commanders with the greatest possible number of
options; arranging the department to conduct a war against agile and unconventional enemies that are tied to no nation state, are
unencumbered by bureaucracies, and use terror, pmpaganda and indiscriminate violence to try to exhaust our will and advance their

radical aims.” {transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
News Brief ing, The Pentagon, Jan. 12, 2006

- Heavy Cargo

“The he:awyr Iift vessel MV Blue Marhn with its deck cargnof the Sea

" Based X-Band Radar enters Pearl Harbor, Hawalii, after.

- completing a 15,000-mile jounéy. from Corpus Christi, Texas, on
Jan. 9, 2008. The Sea Based X-Band Radar is a combination of
the world's argest phased amay X-band radar carried aboard a
mobile, ccean-going semi-subimersible oit platform. The radar is
¢capable-of highty advanced, ballistic missile detec:tlun while -

".'- dlscnmmatmg g hostile warhead from decoys.and - e

<countemeasures.: The-platform;larger than a football fiels:hmu

undergu minor modifications, maintenance and routine mspechnns

in Pear} Harbor before completing its voyage to ifs homepist of -

|--Adak Alaska,inthe Aleutian lslands.. DeD photo by Petty Qfﬁuer |

2nd C!ass. Ryan C ‘McGinley, U.S. Navy. (Released) . .

In the News

Al Qaeda in Iraq 'In Disarray,’ U.S. General Says

WASHINGTON, Jan. 13 — Al Qaeda's influence in Iraq is unraveling, a senior
U.S. general based in Baghdad told reporters at the Pentagon. "Al Qaeda is
increasingly in disatray and we have pursued, captured and killed a large
number of them," Army Lt. Gen. John R. Vines, commanding general of
Multinational Corps Iraq and the 18th Airberne Corps, said. (story)

Improved Armored Vests Reflect Changing Enemy Tactics
WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 - U.S. military members serving in lrag, Afghanistan
and other dangerous {ocales will soon receive revamped armored vests that
provide more side protection, officials said. {story}

Martin Luther King Jr. Honored at Pentagon Breakfast

WASHINGTON, Jan. 12 - Defense Depariment leaders and guests gathered
here to honor a champion of civil rights at the Pentagen's 21st Annual Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Breakfast. "Dr. King helped America come to terms with the
shame of its past, to find a way to move beyond it," Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld said at the breakfast. "He understood that our nation could never
be 2 moral force in the world as long as it denied the promise of its founding to
its own people.” (story)

Changing Face of War Means Morphing Guard, Regerve

SAN DIEGO, Jan. 11 ~ The days of the weekend warrior are over, a top
defense official said here Jan. 10. Thomas F. Hall, assistant secretary of
defense for reserve affairs, said the country has entered the era of an
operational reserve force vs. a strategic one. (story}
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From the Podium

Secretary Harvey Briefs on 2005 Army Accomplishments, Challenges

“Two thousand and five was a year of solid accomplishment for the Ammy, but in the ongoing discussion and debate about Iraq, some
have said the Army is severely stretched. A few have even described it as broken. | believe these comments are incomrect. To be
sure, the Army is facing great challenges, but it is more accurate to describe the Army as a full spectrum force with a portfolio of
capabilities that are relevant to the 21st century. The Army is, without a question, the preeminent fand power in the world. Today's
Ammy is the most capable, best-trained, best-equipped and most experienced force our nation has fielded in well over a decade.

(transcript) (story) (story) (sfory)

oecretary of the Army Francis J. Harvey
Pentagon Press Briefing, Jan. 18, 2006

Lt. Gen. Vines: Sunnis Recognize Their Future Is Through Democratic Process, Not Violence
“Sunnis need to feet like they have a place in this government. They need to feel like that they have an opportunity to be a part of the

great Iraq -- economic opportunity and to participate in the political process. And if there was a perception that they had no place in
the varous govemance and economic development of the country, they certainly would feel at risk. So of course we're happy to see
Sunni involvement. They voted, particularly in al Anbar and sectors, in exponentially greater numbers than they did in the national
election in January. We think that's a very good sign. They recognize that their future is th rnugh the democratic process, not through
viclence. And we, of course, are heartened by that." (transcript) (story)

Army L{. Gen. John Vines
Commander, Multi-Naticnal Corps-Iraq and Cﬂmmandlng General of the VXIII Airborne Corps
Briefing to Pentagon Press Corps from Irag, Jan. 13, 2006

Americans Must Understand U.S. Is at War, General Says |
WASHINGTON, Jan. 18 — The American pecple must remind themselves every
day that the United States is at war, a top Army general said. Army Lt. Gen. Ray
Odierno, speaking at the American Enterprise Institute here, said that 21st century
warfare is mare about *wiil and perception, than taking lerritory or enemies kilied.”
The will of the American people and people around the world to confront the
terrorists and defeat them is the center of gravity in what Pentagon officials are
calling "the long war," Odierno said. {story)

Better Jointness Needed Between Milttary and Diplomats, Rice Says
WASHINGTON, Jan. 18 - Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice in a speech at
Georgetown University highlighted the importance of promoting a more
cooperative working retationship between American diplomats and the U.S.
miiitary in order to achieve global objectives. (story)

Fartysrxsc}ldlersfanrtCarsun Cnln uath nf
. reenfisiment fror L. Col. David Johinson, ?m Infantw Dlwsmn
- public affairs ofﬁner gn Jan: 14-at Mile High Stadium, muments

- before adivisional playoff game betwaen the Denver B America Supports You: Fox News Spotlights Teen's Letter-writing Campaign
* ang th.E New Eﬁgmﬂd }i;atnguts {phmﬂ b}; Spc. QE:? émﬁ?m 1 WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 — The 18-year-old founder of "A Million Thanks," a

nationwide program encouraging students to write thank-you ietters to

servicemembers, appeared on "Fox and Friends" {0 speak about her new

New Navy Secretary Sworn In campaign to send 2.5 million cards and letters to the troops in 2006. (story)
Donald C. Winter was sworn in this month &s secretary of

the Navy. As leader of America's Navy and Marine Corps Caffeine Gum Now In Army Supply Channels

team, he is responsible for an annual budgetofmore | | FORT DETRICK, Md., Jan. 17.— The Army recently finished testing “Stay Alert”
than $125 billion and almost 800,000 people. . caffeine gum as a countermeasure for fatigue and the new product is now
[biography) (message to the Fleet) (Navy web site) avaitabie through military supply channels. (story)
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From the Podium

President Bush: U.S. Military Transforming
“ ... after five years of war, there is a need to make sure that our troops are balanced properly, that threats are met with capability.
And that's why we're transforming our military. The things | look for are the following: morale, retention and recruitment. And retention
is high, recruitment is meeting goals and people are feeling strong about the mission. But | also recognize that we've got to make sure
that our mititary is transformed. And that's what's taking place right now -- we're fransforming the United States Army so that
capabilities and the threats are better aligned.” (transchipf} (story)

President George W. Bush
White House press conference, Jan. 26, 2006

Rumsfeld: U.S. Forces Enormously Capable, Battle Hardened

“The force is not broken. The implication in what you said is also, | think, almost backwards in this sense: the world saw the United
States military go halfway around the world and in a matter of weeks throw the al Qaeda and Taliban out of Afghanistan,ina
landlocked country thousands and thousands of miles away. They saw what the United States military did in Irag, and the message
from that is not that this armed force is broken, but that this amed force is enormously capable. Second, | would say that it is not only
capable of functioning in a very effective way and therefore ought to increase the deterrent rather than weaken If; in addition, if's battle
hardened and it is not a peacetime force that has been in barracks or garrisons. It is a force that has been deployed, functluned

- effectively and, as | say, batile hardened.” (transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentaqon press conference, Jan. 25, 2006

Rollover Training Device In the News

Iragi Insurgents Now Battling Al Qaeda Terrorists

WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — The al Qaeda in Iraq network has lost scores of key
leaders as the result of anti-terrorist operations and now it's being attacked by Irag
insurgents, a senior U.S. military officer told reporters at a Baghdad news
conference. Al Qaeda in Iraq has had 111 of its ieaders killed or captured in the
past year, Army Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, a spckesman for Multinationat Force lraq,
said. Jordanian terrorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi runs al Qtaeda in iraq. (story)

Marine Corps Special Ops Will Add to Military Capability, Commander Says
WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — The Marine Corps Special Operations Command, the
newest addition to the special operations community, will be 2 complementary
force that will ease the strain on other services' lite units and wili coniribute to the
nation's readiness in the war on terror, the new unit's commander said., (story)

- 'SgL Shawn Heitzman, 233rd Transportation .Cnmpanytmk |
. driver, sits In the driver's seat of the HEAT trainer Jan, 23 at

Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, as it simulates a Humvee at a 30-degree

angle befors rolling over. The HEAT simulations program - , .
- teaches servicemembers about rollover condifions, avoidance Most Reserve, Guard Members Eam More, Not Less, in Uniform

and immediate action taken after one has occurred. (Photo by WASHINGTON, Jan. 26 — Despite generaf perceptions that National Guard and
" Spc. Robert Adams) fArmy News Service story) Reserve troops lose income when called to active duty, most actually eam more in
' — uniform than as civilians, a new Rand Corp. study reveais. (story}

QDR Dominate Uncertain, Unpradictable World

Pent a gen WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 - The Quadrennial Defense Review, to be delivered to
A Congress Feb. 8, will be dominated by two words; uncertainty and unpredictability,
CHANNEL . senior defense officials said. "We cannot predict with any certainty whatsoever
how our forces may be used in the future,” one cofficial said. "We can say with a
Watch DoD) briefings live on The Pentagon Channet via very high probability that in the next 10 years, U.S. forces will be empinyed
its webcast at pentagonchannel.mil. T somewtiers inthe world whiere they are ot today.” (Story) —
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Rumsfeld: Quadrennial Defense Review Assesses How DoD Should Operate, Organize to Confront Threats
‘As the president said last night, our own generation is in a long war against a determined enemy. He said they seek to impose a
hearfless system of tofalitarian controt throughout the Middie East. Their aim is to seize power in Iraq and use it as a safe haven to
launch attacks against America and free people across the globe. Soon the Department of Defense will release a document called the
Quadrennial Defense Review, or QDR. It's an assessment of how the Department of Defense will need to operate and be organized
to confront these and other threats to cur nation's security. The review builds on the QDR we implemented in 200. It has paid
narticular attention to finding ways to provide greater flexibility to military commanders so that they can employ a full range of
capabilities in this new era of surprise.” (transcript) {story) {story)

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
Press Conference with Vice Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Adm. Edmund P. Giambastiani Jr.
The Pentagon, Feb. 1, 2006

Schoomaker: Army to Ensure Reserve Components Fully Manned, Trained, Equipped
“To be clear, we have no intention of cutting the number of Guard or Reserve brigades, reducing the number of Guard or Reserve

soldiers, or cutting the level of Guard or Reserve funding. We have every intention of building active, Guard and Reserve units that
are fully manned, trained, equipped and led to perform the most likely missions that we will face in the 21st century operating
environment. The Army Reserve and National Guard are no longer a strategic reserve with months to prepare its people and
equipment for deployment. Today they are the nation's operational force and reserve. They must be ready on relatively short notice
for wartime deployments or to react immediately to domestic situations and missions.” (transcript) {story)
Army Chief of Staff Gen. Peter Schoomaker
Press Conference with Lt. Gen. James Helmly, Chief, U.S. Army Reserve and Lt. Gen. Clyde Vaughn, Director, Army National Guard
The Pentagon, Feb. 2, 2006

. “Korea Visit =~ In the News

Rumsfeld is Cautious on Irag Force Reduction Predictions
WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 — Some Beltway pundits have opined that U.S. force levels in

Iraq could fall to 100,000 by the end of this year, but Secretary of Defense Donald H.
Rumsfeld said he won't play the speculation game. The Iraqi security forces, now at
about 227,000 soidiers and police, are "doing a good job," he said. {story)

QDR Will Help Military Meet Challenges, England Says

WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 — The Quadrenniai Defense Review will shift the "strategic
direction™ of the U.S. armed forces to help the United States win the long war against
terrorism, Deputy Defense Secretary Gordon R. England said here Feb. 1. England
said the strategy put forth in the upcoming QDR will help the U.S. armed forces
respond fo "asymmetrical threats’ and chatlenges to national security. (story)

Chairman of the JmntChlefs of Staff Marine Gen, Peter | Military Working to Ensure Best Body Armor Possible

Pace, and his Korean counterpart, Gen. Leg, review the WASHINGTON, Feb. 2 — The Army and Marine Corps are puiting out all the stops fo
Repuiblic of Korea Honor Guard at Yongsun, Koréd, on Feb. ensure deployed troops have the best body armor possible, including ceramic side
2, 2006. Pace is in South Korea to oversee the US. Forces plates to protect their torsos, leaders from bath services told members of the House
Korea change of gommand ceremony. Army Gen, Leon Armed Services Committee on Feb. 1. {story)
LaPorte is tuning over the reins to Army Gen. B.B. Bell.
'"Ejiﬁ?eiiféﬁhﬁgﬂkhﬂiﬂ%ﬁEfi Cullen, US.Air-- | | President Praises Military Efforts in Terror War, Urges Resoive
A — WASHINGTON, Jan. 31 ~ President Bush praised the sacrifices U.S.

servicemembers are making to protect the country and urged the American people to

Read the QDR Report - DoD QDR webpage | | stay the cotrse in the war on terror during his' State of the Union address. {story}
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld Highlights Fiscal Year 2007 Defense Budget
~“The president's budget request for the Department of Defense represents an increase over last year. [t reflects what we ... believe
should be the country's national security priorities -- namely to help defend the United States of America and the American people
and their interests, to give flexibility to commanders, to prepare for both conventional and unconventional or irregular warfare, and
importantly, to work closely with partner nations to help them develop the capabilities needed to defeat terrorists within their
borders, and to cooperate with us and other countries with respect fe this global threat.” {transcript) (story) (story} (story)

Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld

Pentagon Press Briefing, Feb. 6, 2006

Gen. Pace Discusses the Long War
“We are in a long war. Our enemy intends to destroy our way of life. They seek to expel Amencan influence from the Middle East,
overthrow the existing secular governments of the region, and establish a fundamentalist refigious empire on which to base
eventual global domination. To accomplish this they intend to defeat the United States and our Allies — not militarily, but by
targeting our unity and our will.” {link to testimony as prepared) (story)
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine Gen. Peter Pace
Testimony to the Senate Amed Services Committee, Capitol Hill, Feb. 7, 2006

In the News

NATO Defense Minister Meetings Beqin in italy
TAORMINA, Italy, Feb. 9 - NATO defense ministers, including
Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld, are meeting here to
discuss the alliance's continuing transformation, its mission in
Afghanistan and other issues. [story)

Iragis Fighting Terrnnsts Cooperating With Coalition
WASHINGTON, Feb. 8 - Iragi citizens are tired of insurgents and
i -_ Fa |0 ek their violent tactics and are turning against them, providing fips to
MINTARY SPLOATIONS  WURRNITABISHAID 81SASTEE BELRE coalition and tragi security forces and, in some cases, taking
action themselves, a U.S. military spokesman said. (story}

Fe0a YEAR INREVIEW
Link to ﬂ}e Defense Deparlment's 2005 year in.revigw special web page Leaders Assess Katrina Successes, Lessons Leamed
'Answenlng the lCaIi: Detending People, Changing Lives” and to The Pentagon WASHINGTON_ Feb. 9 — The Defense DeFartment is applying

h | www.pentagonchannel.mit. : - g e
Channel's special broadcast at www. pentagonchannel.mit lessons leamned from Hurricane Katrina to build its capabilities to

respond to similar or even bigger catastrophes within the United

On the Hi States, defense and mifitary leaders who oversaw the military
e Hill respoense told Congress. (story)

Army Far From a Broken Force, Officials Tell Congress

WASHINGTON, Feb. 8 — The Army is going through a remarkable U.S. Army Reseirve Streamlining Force, Helmly Says

transformation and is far from a "broken” force, DoD officials told the WASHINGTON, Feb. 7 - The U.S. Army Reserve must

House Armed Services Committee. (story) modernize how it "manages manpower” fo prepare for future
missions and challenges, the head of the Army Reserve

Gen. Jongs Details NATO Missions, Transformation Command said Feb. 6. "We are streamlining the command and

WASHINGTON, Feb. 8 — Far from being a pact that has had its day, the control structure of the Army Reserve," Army Lt. Gen. James R.

NATO alliance may have yet to make its major contributions, said the Helmiy said at the Reserve Officers Association's winter

Supreme Allied Commander Europe before the Senate Fnragn convention. "We need to move the reserve to the fulure as

Relations Committee on Feb. 7. {story) -~ - - | -{-opposed te being comfortably ensconced in-the past.” (story)
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Gen. Pace: Iraqi Security Forces Stepping Forward, Progressin
“The progress in lraq this year has been incredible; one example, just their armed forces. About a year ago, there were just a
handful of Iraqi battalions operating in the field; now, there are over 130. A year ago, there were zero operational Iraqi brigades,
now, there are over 30. A year ago, there were zero Iraqi divisions operating; now, there are eight growing to 10. The capacity of
these units has increased dramatically, This past December was the first time that of all the operations throughout the country,
more were conducted independently by the Iragis than were conducted independently by the Coalition. The Iragis are stepping
forward. They are progressing. They are becoming much more capable, and with our sustained support, they will continue to grow.”
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Marine Gen, Peter Pace
Testimony to the House Appropriations Commitiee Defense Subcommitiee, Feb. 16, 2006

Harvey, Schoomaker: Army Transforming, Preparing Soldiers for the Future |
“We have the confidence of the Nalion as we continue to engage in a long struggle against globat terrorism and the conditions that

give it life and sustain it. Over a half-million active and reserve soldiers have served overseas in the war on terrorism. More than
600,000 soldiers are on active duty today. Almost half of them are deployed, serving in 120 countries woridwide in defense of U.S.
interests. While fighting, we are preparing soldiers and leaders for the challenges that they wili face. We continue to transform, to
modemize, and to realign our global force posture.” {link to document) {story)
Foreword to the Army Posture Statement, Feb. 10, 2006
Secretary of the Ammy Francis J. Harvey and Ammy Chief of Staff Gen. Peter J. Schoomaker

Prepare to Fire In the News
'‘Able Danger’ Yielded Counterterrorism Tools, Official Says
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 - The Defense Department did not hamper the transfer
of intelligence gleaned from the Able Danger program to other agencies, and
the program did, in fact, yield usefut tools for the counterterrorism effort, a
senior DoD official said here. {story)

U.N. Inspectors Declined Guantanamo Visit, Officials Say

WASHINGTON, Feb, 14 - The authors of an upcoming U.N.-sponsored report
that alleges torfure was committed against detainees heid in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, had declined an offer to observe operations at the facility, Defense and
State Depariment officials said. "Any report that they may be writing would
certainly suffer from the opportunity that was offered {o them fo go down there

G ' G B and wimess firsthand the operations at Guantanamo,” DoD spokesman Bryan
AL 5, < e Whitman told reporters at the Pentagon. {story)
Spe Jeremy Teeia prepares te ﬁre his .22- eellber nﬂe | -
during the men’s 10-kilometer sprint biathlon Feb. 14 in U.8. Ambassador Welcomes Iragi Assembly Vote Certification
Torino, Italy. The Vermont National Guard infantryman WASHINGTON, Feb. 14 - The new tragi national assembly must bring all lragis
placed 62nd in the competition that saw 90 athletes from together to ensure a stable and prosperaus future, Zalmay Khaliizad, U.S.
throughout the world compete. (photo by Jack L. Gillund) Ambassador to {raq said. "The national unity government will need o implement
{link to U.S. Amy Olympians web page) a program that brings all ragis together, builds a happy future for the people of
' Iraq, and gets Iraq to stand on its own feet," Khalilzad said in a Feb. 10
statement as he welcomed the announcement of the final certified results of
Web Page Links Irag's Dec. 15 legislative eiections. {(story)
African-American History Monith link Terrorist Foothold in N. Africa 'Extremely Low Possibility,’ Rumsfeld Says
America Supports You link IFRANE, Morocco, Feb. 13 — Thanks to the way Tunisia, Aigeria and Morocco
Department of Defense transformation link = manage their infernal affairs, it's "an extremely ow possibility" that al Qaeda or
Global War on Terror (www.defendamerica.mil) | a similar terror organization can estabilish a foothoid in those North African
Guadrennial Defense Review fink nations, Defense Secretary Donaid H. Rumsfeld said here. {story)
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From the Podium

Great Sweep of Human History Is for Freedom, Secretary Rumsfeld Says

“The news we read about are the acts of violence (in Irag) by the terrorists for the most part. We don't read about the acts of
compassion that are being undertaken by the men and women in uniform. They are on the right side. We as a country are on the
right side because we're on the side of freedom. The great sweep of human history is for freedom. There have always been
dictators, there have always been terrorists, there have always been people who have attempted to impose their will on others, but
over time they've failed. Despite the fact that they succeeded at various stages, over time they've failed. Our future will be written
by your generation.” (transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Speech to National Guard Youth Challenge Participants
The Pentagon, Feb. 28, 2006
Iragi Army Progressing, U.S. Commander Says
“It's a slow and it's a deliberate process, but each day the (Iraqi) army grows in capability, the closer they are to meeting the needs
of the people. They understand the great expectations heaped upon them, as do we, They know the streets; they are Iragis, and
they have the trust of the people they protect. Their determination to succeed is matched by the daily sacrifice they endure to
ensure the future of their country. It will be a struggle, and it will take longer than people want, but in this most complex military task
~ a counterinsurgency — the standards expected of the army are different, and the lraqgis have the required tools to succeed. To
them, time and the people are on their side.” {transcript) {story)

Army Col, Jeffrey Snow
Commander, 1¢t Brigade, 10t Mountain Division
Press Conference with Pentagon Press Corps from Baghdad, Feb. 24, 2006

in the News - .Af" | hanlstanVISEt

Pentagon Officials Not Panicked Over Recent Irag Strife =
WASHINGTON, March 1 - American military commanders in Irag are calmly assessing 2 } .
the impact of a week's worth of violence and civil strife that has erupted across Irag since E\ﬂ OU NTA! N

terronists bombed a Shiite mosque, a senior Pentagon official said here. (sto - ——
9 g . story) B i W

DoD Dfficials Prepare for Possible Pandemic

FORT SAM HOUSTON, Texas, March 1 - Defense Department officials are working to
create a pandemic influenza plan in time for the Department of Homeland Defense's end-
of-March deadline, a DoD medical official said Feb. 27. The plan will lay out the
department's roles and responsibilities in varying stages of an avian influenza -- or "bird
flu" — outbreak, both at home and overseas. (story)

DoD to Join Re-review of Ports Issue, Official Says

WASHINGTON, Feb. 28 ~ The Defense Department will participate in a re-review of a
siated acquisition of shipping terminal operations at six major U.S. ports by a United Arab
Emirates-owned firm, a senior Pentagon official said here. (story)

Advisory Committee Recommends Big Changes to Military Pay System
WASHINGTOCN, Feb. 28 — A committee thal's spent the past year studying the military
compensation system is recommending sweeping changes that, if approved, would bfing
military compensation more on par with private-sector compensation. (story)

.- Presigent Bush addta%a&l.f_% an@ﬂoatuuw__ I0pS -..
America Supports You: Advocates Discuss Issues at Summit during a visit 10 Bagrany Airfield,-Afghanistan, f'fﬂ"ﬂh__". ’
WASHINGTON, Feb. 26 - Supporting U.S. servicemembers who are defending America 1,,2008: Bush, traveling with first lady Laura Bush,... .
against terrorism is a cause that all citizens can identify with, advocates of DoD's - | [ thanked the troops for their setvice a0d assured. |

" : t : : ~ them they are making.strides towards demomaw mo
America Supports You" program agreed at a summit held in New York City. (story} Afghamatan w]_lm Hnuse phcﬂn by Eiic Draper _L‘t

Department of Defense Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DC 20301-1400

Al information derived from open sources  No endorsament implied



Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense
www defendamenca mil www.pentagonchannel.mil www. AmericaSupportsYou.mil

- From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld: Time of Testing for Iragi People

“In Iraq, the terrorists are obviously trying to ignite a civit war to divide that country and to demoralize the Cealition that's helping
them along the path towards self-government. The desire to foment civil strife was behind last month's bombing of the golden dome
shrine, It has heen and remains a time of testing for the Iragi people, but the Iraqis are meeting that test thus far successiully, !
would say, and defying the seeming rush fo -- by some here and abroad - to proclaim exactly what the terrorists seek, namely a

civil war.” (transcript) {story)

Secretary of Defense Denald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon Press Briefing, March 7, 2006

Gen. Jones: Afghanistan Progressing, But Still Faces Challenges
“My take on the situation in Afghanistan is that the Taliban and af Qaeda are not in a position to where they can restart an
insurgency of any size and major scope, From my standpoint -- and #'ve been going to Afghanistan about once every six weeks
now for almost two-and-a-half years - from my standpoint, the way to understand the level of viclence in Afghanistan is o not limit
it to the rather simple discussion of the Taliban and al Qaeda. it's more complex than that. Afghanistan is on the way to recovery,
but is also fighting some internal demons, and that is -- one is certainly the narcotics culture and the dependence of the economy
on narcotics, which, from my standpaint, is probably the most serious problem facing the restructuring and the new path that
Afghanistan would like to go on.” {transcript) (story)

Marine Gen. James L. Jones
Pentagon Press Briefing, March 6, 2006

| Raptor Delive In the News

U.8. Has No Immediate Plans to Close Abu Ghraib Prison
WASHINGTON, March 9 - The United States always has pianned to
fransfer authority for all detention facilities in Irag to the Iragis, but
announcements regarding the imminent closure at the Abu Ghraib prison
are premature, defense officials said. (story)

DoD Cites Fairness in Top Court's Ruling on Campus Recruiting
WASHINGTON, March 7 — The Supreme Court's March 6 fuling that

military recruiters must have as equal access as other organizations
meet with studenis on college and university campuses is a matter of
faimess, a military official said here. The court's decision upholds a law
that eliminates federal funding for colleges and universities that ban
military recruiters from conducting their business on campus. (story}

U.S. Air Foroe L, Co, Dirk Smith, 94th Fighter Squadron
commanider, peels away from Maj. Kevin Dolata, 94th Fighter
Squadron assistant director of operations, during the delivery flight of

the first F-224 Raptors to be assigned to the 84th Fighter Squadron War on Terror Victory Tops PAGOM's Priorities .
at Langley Air Force Base, Va., March 3, 2006. The S4th is the WASHINGTON, March 7 — Winning the war on terrarism is U.S. Paciic

~ second squadron at Langley lo receive the new stealth fighter, {Air Command's highest priority, the command's ieader told the Senate Armed
Force Tech. Sgt. Ben Bioker) {fact sheet) (transformation web page) Services Committee. To achieve that goal, the command is striving to

eliminate the violence that now threatens the people and stability of the

Asia-Pacific region and, more importantly, to transform at-risk

environments, Navy Adm. William J. Fallon said. (story}

. Pe n t ago n New Orleans Wall Rehuilding on Track, Engineers' General Says

— cHANNEL WASHINGTON, March 7 - Restoration of the flood protection system in
New Orleans is on track and by June 1 will be equai to or better than it was

before Hurricane Katrina, Lt Gen. Carl Strock, commander and chief of

‘Watch DoD briefings live on pentagonchannel.mil. engineers, Army Corps of Engineers, said. {story)
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From the Podium

Gen, Abizaid: U.S., Iraq Share Goals for Iraq’s_Future
“This past year, U.S. and Coalition forces in Iraq focused on
training, building, and conducting operations with capable
Iragi security forces; providing the shield behind which
political and economic progress can continue and legitimate
government institutions can form and take root; and kitling
and capturing terrorists and neutralizing the insurgency. In
2006, the training and transitions with fraqi Security Forces
will continue with a focus on the lraqi amy assuming the lead
in counterinsurgency and stability activities and an enhanced
effort on the Iragi police. Our goal, which we share with the
peopie of raq, is a country at peace with its neighbors and an
ally in the broader war against extremism, with a
representative government and security forces sufficient to
maintain domestic order and deny Iraq as a safe haven for
terrorists.” (Senate Armed Services Committee statement} -
Gen. John P. Abizaid, Capitol Hill, March 18, 2008

Gen, Pace: Iragis Rejecting Civil War Path

“ ... both sides of the path have opened to the Iraqi people
right now. There is the path toward civil war, and pieces of
that path are in place. And there's the path to freedom and
representative government and a prosperous future ... And
right now, i believe that they have looked at the path that
leads to civil war and decided they do not want to go in that
direction, and they're very much looking toward how can they
have a unified govemment and move down that path. And
there are many, many more voices for unification and
freedom amongst the leadership, both elected and religious,
in that country than there are voices of opposition.”

(transcript)
Marine Gen. Peter Pace, The Pentagon, March 14, 2006

Maj. Gen. Lynch: Iragi People Have Joined Together
“Think about what's happened here. Three years ago,
Saddam Hussein was in control of this country. Yesterday he
was testifying in his own trial, a trial by Iragi people in an Iraq
court against Saddam Hussein for his crimes against the Iragi
people. Free from Saddam's tyranny, the lragi pecple have
joined together - two elections, the constitution of last year,
and today they seated their constitutionally elected
govermment - a 275-member Council of Representatives.
Clearly, an important milestone on Irag's pathway {o
democracy.” (Multi-National Force-lrag transcript)

Army Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, Baghdad, March 16, 2006

......

“meh

| Iraqi afmv,r sulchers EIIl' al S Anny CH-4? Gh|an helmnpter dunng

Operation Swarmer in Brassfieid:Vora, Iraq, on March 16,:2006.: . |
“Operation Swarmer is 2 combingd airassauft operation fo clearﬂie a'ea
* notheast of Samarra of suspected msurgents (U S Nawy phqto by Petty,___ﬁ_-:_-

Officer 3rd Class Shawn Hussnng} L__r!l

Support the Troops -- www. AmericaSupports’Y ou.mil

From the Podium

Proaress Continues As Iraqi Freedom Nears Three-Year Mark
WASHINGTON, March 16 — Three years after a multinational force

liverated Iraq from Saddam Hussein's regime, steady progress
continues to be made in the nation, U.S. military and embassy officials
said. Coalition forces and their governments have worked to establish
demacracy in Iraq since forces entered Irag on Mareh 20, 2003, In
three years Iraqi security forces have gone from zero to 240,000, an
undertaking led by Muiti-National Security Transition Command-Iraq.

{story}

Sectarian Violence Diminishing in Irag, General Says
WASHINGTON, March 17 — The sectarian viclence that surged after
the Feb. 22 bombing of a Shiite mosque in Samarra, Iraq, has tapered
off, and iragis are optimistic about the future, a top U.S. commander
in Irag said foday. (story)

General Sees 'Significant Accomplishments' in Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, March 17 - There's more to do, but U.S, and

Coalition efforts in Afghanistan have achieved considerable progress
in helping that nation to become a stable member of the world
community, & senior U.S. military officer teld Pentagon reporters

March 16. (story)

Northern Command Integrating Lessons Learned From Katrina
WASHINGTON, March 14 — The Defense Department and U.S.
Northern Command leamed valuable iessons from the government's
response to Hurricane Katrina, and those lessons are being applied to
prepare for future civil support operations, the commander of Northem

Command said here. {story)
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From the Podium

President Bush: America’s Security Directly Linked to Liberty of Iragi People

“The security of our country is directly linked to the liberty of the Iragi people - and we will settle for nothing less than victory.
Victory will come when the terrorists and Saddamists can no longer threaten Irag's democracy, when the Iragi security forces can
provide for the safety of their citizens on their own, and when Iraq is not a safe haven for terrorists to plot new attacks against our
nation. There will be more days of sacrifice and tough fighting before the victory is achieved. Yet by helping the Iraqis defeat the
terrorists in their land, we bring greater security to our own.” {transcript) {story)

President George W. Bush
Cleveland, Ohio, March 20, 2006

Lt, Gen. Chiarelli: Iragis Want National Unity Government {n Place
| think the thing that | see when | go out and talk to Iragis today that they're most concerned about is the formation of a
government, and yesterday was a big step forward for them. The seating of the Council of Representatives was big. It marks the
beginning of this process, and | know all Iragis will be happy to see a national unity govemment in place, a government that can
start tackling some of the problems that all Iragis want fixed.” {transcript) (story)
Lt. Gen. Peter Chiarelli, Commander of Multi-National Corps-lrag
Press Briefing to Pentagon Reporters from Baghdad, March 17, 2006

Pace VlSlts Paktstan In the News

Threa Years into OIF, Top General in Iraq "Optimjstic’ About Success
WASHINGTON, March 19— The top U.S. general in Itaqg said that despite
media reports of an imminent or impending Iragi civil war, the vast majority
of Iraq is stable, calm and peacefutl. "in 15 of the 18 provinces, there are
stx or less incidents of violence a day -~ (and) that's not just sectarian
(vickence), that's all kinds of viclence,” said Ammy Gen. George W, Casey
Jr., commander of Multi-Nationa! Force-Iraq, on Sunday morning talk
shows. “So the country is not awash in sectanian violence.” (story)

Americans Must Maintain Resolve to Win Long War, General Says
WASHINGTON, March 20 - Extremists cannot hope to match the United
States and its coalition allies in battle, but that might not matter at all, Al
Qaeda and Hke terrorist groups understand that they only have to win the
. :, | ) battie for American resolve to be successful, a top military strategy official
o=yl said. Americans are an impatient people, and that impatience will work
E;?;ﬂa;gggzigglt E;fé{;ﬂ;lﬂi v'::'trma GE“ PEter Pace against final victory in what many people are now calling "the Long War,"
ing islamabad, : . :
Pakistan, on March 20, 2006. Defense Dept. photo by U.S. Alr Force Army Brig. Gen. Rabert L. Caslen Jr., the Joint Staff's director of strategy
Staff Sat. D. Myles Culien. {story) for the giobal war on terrorism, said in an interview. {stary)

DoD May Issue New Instructions to Military Commissions
WASHINGTON, March 22 — The Defense Department is considering
issuing new instructions to military commissions that specifically prohibit
the admission of evidence that's been obtained by torture, a senior Dol
official told reporters hare. {story)

Link to DoD's special web page about Chairman of the Joint C-17 Cargo Aircraft Breaks Airdrop Record
Chiefs of Staff Gen. Pefer Pace’s visit to Pakistan. {link} SOUTHWEST ASIA, March 20 - A single U.S. Air Force C-17

Globemaster !l transport jet set a record by airdropping 32,400 pounds of
humanitarian aid within 40 minutes fo four locations in centrat and eastern

Link to DoD's special web page about the third anniversary of Afghanistan-March 16. Airdrop missions involve delivering cargo without
Operation iragi Freedom (fink} landing the airplane. (story)
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- N From the Podium

President Bush Discusses Democracy in [rag with Freedom House

“Iraqi leaders are coming to grips with an important truth: The only practical way to overcome the divisions of three decades of
tyranny is through democracy. Democracy is the only form of government where every person has a say in the govemance of a
country. It's the only form of government that will yield 1o a peaceful Middle East. So Iraqis are working fo overcome past divisions
and build a free society that protects the rights of all its citizens. They're undertaking this progress with just 2 year's expenence in
democratic politics.” {transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Washington, D.C., March 28, 2006

Secretary Rumsfeld Speaks at Army War College
“Today there are some who want America to go back on the defensive, to the strategy that failed before September 11*. They say

that a retreat from Iraq would provide an American escape from the violence. However we know that any reprieve would be.short
lived. To the terrorists the West would remain the great Satan. The war that the terrorists began would coniinue. And free people
would continue to be their target.” (franscript) (storv)

| Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
U.S. Army War College, Carlisie Barracks, Pa., March 27, 2006

Court Hears Arquments on Leqgality of Military Commissions
WASHINGTON, March 28 — The Supreme Court heard oral arguments
in a case that could make or break the government's military
commissions process for terror war detainees held at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba. At issue in the case of Hamdan v. Rumsfeld is the legality of the
military commissions set up after the 2001 terrorist attacks. The court
also is deciding a question on its own jurisdiction in the case. (story)

Cooperation Essential to DoD Mission, Deputy Secretary Says
WASHINGTON, Marcn 27 — Partnerships and cooperation with allies
and friendiy nations are essential for the United States to address
threats in the global war on terrorism, the deputy defense secretary said

here. The U.5. faces a wider array of threats and 2 more uncertain Ecretar}r of Defense Caspar W. ngrger mnu a Pmagnﬂ |

future than ever before, and no single country can stand up fo these press briefing on Nov. 22, 1982, to announce MX (Peacekeeper) basing
threats and win alone, Gordon England said at the Defense Security Mode - Closely Spaced Basing. (Photo by Robert D. Ward)
Cooperation Agency Worldwide Conference. {slory) assmsmre -
Official Reports Irag Reconstruction, Economy Proaressing Secretary Rumsfeld: Casper w‘einll}erggr Left Lasting Legacy
WASHINGTON, March 27 — Qver the past three years Iraq has “Today the men and women serving in this Department of .
witnessed a tremendous boom in reconstruction and economic Defense moum the dgath of former Se;c:retary_ of Defeqse Casper
development, the U.S. director of the Iraq Reconstruction Management Weinberger. Cap Weinberger was a friend, His extensive career
Office said. Iraq now has a free press, more than 2,000 internet cafes, In P'Ub_i!G service, hlﬁ suppc_-rt for thg men ang wornen In unlfnnﬁ,
and more than 5 million cell phone users — up from virtually zero in and his central role in helping to win the Cold War leave a lasting
2003, Ambassador Daniel Speckhard said. (story) legacy. He left the United States armed forces stronger, our

country safer, and the world more free. Certainly, | offer my
Fallujans Turn Qut Big For Iragi Army Recruiting Drive deepest sympathy to his wife, Jane, and his family and his many
FALLUJAH, lrag, March 30 - Eight hundred thirteen Iragi men enlisted friends throughout the world.” March 28, 2006 (transcript) (story)
in the Iragi Army during a three-day recruiting drive here by a Mobile {DoD release) (DoD Special Report)

Recruiting Team from the Minisiry of Defense. The 813 recruits were

part of a larger recruiting effort to enlist 1,000 Iragi men from the Al

o . - www.AmericaSupports You.mil
Anbar Province into the Iragi army. (story) Support the Troops - www.AMEncasupports
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From the Podium

Iracis Have Made Great Progress in Three Years Since Liberation of Baghdad
“The situation in Iraq suggests that there's a good deal of work remaining, obviously, but on the other hand, the country has come a
long way since the liberation of Baghdad three years ago this week. We've unearthed the mass graves of Saddam Hussein and
he's been ptaced on irial. The Iraqi people have defied terrorist threats and successfully had two elections and a referendum on a
new constitution, each time with still larger turnouts. More than 250,000 Iragi Security Forces have now been trained and equipped
and are on the job providing security for the Iragi people. The same population that boycotted the earlier electoral activity has since
stopped the boycott of politics and emerged as a voice in the political process.” (transcript) {story)
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
Pentagon News Briefing with United Kingdom Secretary of State for Defense John Reid, April 6, 2006

War on Terrorism Making It Harder for Terrorist Networks
"On the broader question of the war against terrorism, we're having excellent success in the sense that we have a lot of pressure
from 80 or 85 countrigs on the terrorist networks around the world. It's harder for them to communicate; to cross borders; to raise
money: to move weapaons - and it's not to say that they're not capable of conducting an attack somewhere in the world as we've
seen from time to time - but life is more difficult for them and that's important.” {transcript)
Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld
Radio Interview with Lars Larson Show on KXL. Radio Portland, Ore., April 4, 2006

~ Training for the Title In the News

Official Cites Progress as 'lraqi Freedom Day' Approaches
WASHINGTON, April 7 — insurgents may still be working to derail the
democratic process in Iraq. But it's important to look at the bigger picture as a
three-year milestone approaches, Army Maj. Gen, Rick Lynch lold reporters
in Baghdad on Aprit 6. "On the 9th of Aprit (2003) ... the statue of Saddam
Hussein in Firdos Square was toppled,” Lynch said. "Sometimes we get s¢
B o AT caught up in the event of the day ... we forget progress has been made aver
TR L7 " the last three years." {story)

DoD Official: Rudimentary Missile Defense System in Place
WASHINGTON, April 6 — The United States now has a rudimentary missile
defense system in place, a senior defense officiat told the Senate's strategic
forces subcommittee here April 4. "The United States today has all the pieces
in place needed to intercept an incoming long-range ballistic missile: ground-
based interceptors in Alaska and California; a network of ground-, sea- and

Humr. the meeeet for Marine Corps Recruit Depot Parris
Island, is undergoing his cbedience training. The pupoy will follow
recruits through several training events before earning the title of _
depot mascot. U.S. Marine Corps photo by Cpl. Brian Kester. space-based sensors; a command-and-control network; and, most
{story) importantly, trained servicemen and women ready to operate the system,

Peter C.W. Flory, assistant defense secretary for international security policy,

said in prepared testimony. {story}

The Menth of the Military Chl[d Web Sp eclel

1rigk e Commanders Share Ideas on Provincial Reconstruction Teams
LI VE BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan, April § — Provincial reconstruction team
commanders from around the couniry converged here last week to share

ideas on how to improve stability and security in Afghanistan. PRTs extend

April is the Month of the Military Child. Watch video the visibility and reach of the Afghan government, shape the environmeant for
greetings from troops to their kids and read how Americans reconsiruction, and provide a visible intemational presence that deters
are supporting our traops at www.AmericaSupportsYou. mil. terrorist and criminal activities, especially in remote areas. (story)
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From the Podium

President Bush: lraqis Determined to Live in Freedom

“In the past three years since fiberation, the Iraqi people have begun the difficult process of recovering from Saddam's repression.
They're beginning {o build a democracy on the rubble of his tyranny. They stilt face brutal and determined enemies, members of the
deposed regime who dream of retuming to power; other insurgents and foreign terrorists who dream of tuming Iraq into what
Afghanistan was under the Taliban -- a safe haven from which to plot and plar new attacks against America and our allies. The
enemies of a free Iraq are determined fo ignite a civit war ... to pit the Iraqi people against one another and to stop the country's
democratic progress. Yet the Iragi people are determined to live in freedom, and America is determined 1o defeat the terrorists, and
we're determined to help the Iraqi people succeed.” {transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
The Paui H. Nitze School of Advanced Intemational Studies, The Johns Hopkins University, Washington, D.C., April 10, 2006

Maj. Gen. Lynch: Zargawi, al-Qaida in Irag Real Threats to lrag’s Security and Stability

“A recent article citing a military briefing from 2004 has called into question the threat that Abu Musab Zargawi (AMZ) and al-Qaida
In Iraq pose to Iraq, dismissing it as ‘propaganda’ — nothing could be further from the truth ... As we have always stated, while AMZ
and al-Qaida in Iraq do represent a relatively small portion of the overall insurgency, their impact has been ruthlessly devastating.
The temcrists and foreign fighters that he recruits, trains and equips carry out more than 90 percent of the insidious suicide attacks
against the men, women and children of Iraq - attacks that have kiiled or injured thousands of Iragis in the last year alone.”
(statement)

Ammy Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, Multi-National Force-lrag spokesman
Statement Released in Baghdad, April 10, 2006

On Patrol In the News

Coalition Launches 'Operation Mountain Lion' in Afghanistan
WASHINGTON, April 12 - Coalition forces, in cooperaticn with the Afghan
Nationa Army, began "Operation Mountain Lien" April 11 to establish
security, deter the re-emergence of terrorism, and enhance the sovereignty of
Afghanistan, military officials reported. (story)

Rumsfeld, Bush Support Diplomatic Policy Toward Iran

WASHINGTON, April 11 —~ The United Stales and its allies are pursing a
diplomatic course with Iran, and news reports suggesting that a U.S. aftack
on iran is in the works "get into fantasy jand,” Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeid
told Pentagon reporiers. "Let me be clear," Rumsfeld said. "The department's

policy is the president's policy." (story)

- Iragi pulice depart fora patmt from the AJ-Hun}fah dlstnct |:}D|i{: '

- station in Baghdad, Iraq, on April 10, 2006. iraqi police officers " L C .
continuously conduct patrols throughout Baghdad, ensuring the Rectuiting, Retention Rates Remain High for 10th Straight Month

safety and security of the community. (U.S. Navy-phota by WASHINGTON, April 10 - Recruiting and retention rates released today

Photographer's Mate 1st Class Samuef W. Shavers) demonstrate that young pecpie see military service as a viable career option
' and, once they join, they want to continue serving, Defense Department

officials said. Active-duty statistics for March reflect continued across-the-

TR TTTYW a4 Y AN hoard success for the 10th consecutive month, Air Foree Lt Col. Elien
IR..A(:H__ FRE EDM x| Krenke, a Pentagon spokesman, said. (story) |

Troops in Irag Note Progress, Counsel Patience on Iragi Freedom Day

Links WASHINGTON, April 8 — U.S. soldiers who served in Iraq three years ago
DoD iragi Freedom Day special web page when it was liberated from Saddam Hussein's regime and are back again
DoD War on Terror web page www.DefendAmerica. mil during its reconsiruction said today the country had made and continues 1o
Support the Troops www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil make great progress. (story}
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From the Podium

Vice President Cheney: War on Terror |s Battle for Future of Civilization

“The terrorists know that as freedom takes hold (in Irag), the ideclogies of hatred and resentment will lose their appeal, and the
advance of democracy will inspire reformers across the broader Middle East. And as that region experiences new hope and
srogress, we wilt see the power of freedom to lift up whole nations, and the spread of liberty will produce a much safer world for our
children and grandchildren The war on terror is a battle for the future of civilization. It is a battle worth fighting. It is a battle we are

going to win.” {transcript} {story)

SEGI‘E’(EIFE Rumsfeld: We're in a Test of Wills

Vice President Richard Cheney
Fort Riley, Kansas, April 18, 2006

..we have to recognize that we're not going to lose any battles in the global war on tervor out in Irag or Afghanistan The center of
grawty of that war is right here, and in the capital of the United States of America and other Westem capitals, in London. Its a test
of witls. What's at stake for our country is our way of life. They want o strike at the very essence of what we are. We're free

people. Our fask in government ..

.is 1o help protect the American people from people who killed 3,000 people here on September

11th, and killed people in London and Madrid and Bali and country after country around the world, who have no problems
beheading people and murdering innocent men, women and children.” {transcript) (story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
The Rush Limbaugh Show, April 17, 2006

In the News

Iragis Continue "'Dominant Contribution’ to Operations, General Says
WASHINGTON, April 20 — Iraqi Security Forces continue to play an
increasingly larger rale in the fight against terrorism, with many units taking
responsibility for their own areas and making connections with citizens, a
U.S. miltary spokesman in Baghdad said. In a marked improvement over last
year's three battalions, the Iraqi army now has two divisions, 16 brigades and
58 battdions that have the lead in counterinsurgency operations in their
areas, Army Maj. Gen. Rick Lynch, Multi-National Force-Irag spokesman,
said at a news conference. (siory)

Pace: Military, Civilian Collaboration Critical to Military Decision Making
WASHINGTON, April 18 — Senior military leaders play a big part in decisions
made within the Defense Depariment and have plenty of opportunity to make

their views known, the highest ranking miktary officer told Pentagan reporters.

Marine Corps Gen. Peter Pace, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, said the
decision-making process is based on "a great deal of dialog" that involves
close callaboration between the department's military and civiiian leaders. He
disputed highly publicized assertions being made by several refired generals
that Rumsfeld disregards senior military leaders' advice. (story)

Doolittle Tokyo Raiders Celebrate 64th Anniversary
WRIGHT-PATTERSCN AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio, April 19 — Eight of the

surviving 16 "Doolitlle Tokyc Raiders” gathered at the National Museum of
the I.S. Air Force here April 18 for their 64th annual reunion and to
remember those who have gone before them. The Doolittle Raiders were a
group of 80 volunteer airmen from the U.8. Army Air Forces who on April 18,
1942, flew 16 B-26 Mitchell airplanes from the deck of the USS Hornet on a
daring mission to bomb Japan. Their name is derived from the man who ted
the air raid, Army Lt. Col. James H. "Jimmy" Doolittle. {story) {web special)

) Transfer_of Authorlty Balad

......

U S Arl'l"l:f Etaﬁ Sgt Juan VI"EI"‘tLIE"u"E 1-E Cﬂmblned An'ns
Battalion, 3rd Heavy Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division,
Task Force Band of Brothers, stands next fo his Iragi amny
brothers-in-ams during a Iransfer of autherity ceremony at an lrag)
army post near Balad, irag, April 15, 2008. (story)

April Is the Month of the Military Chitd
WASHINGTON, April 18 — Children in military families make
sacrifices and serve their country as much as anyone in
uniform does, the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff said
here. "In so many loving ways, our children quietly shoulder
parf of the burden, making their mom or dad understand
that what they are doing is important," Marine Gen. Peter
Pace said in an interview with the Pentagon Channel and
Amerijcan Forces Press Service. [stoty)

Read Gen. Pace's letier to military children
Support the Troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil

Department of Defense Office of Public Affairs - 1400 Defense Pentagon Room 2E556 - Washington, DG 20301-1400

All information denved from open sources. No endorsement implied.




Pentagon Briefing

A Weekly Report From the Department of Defense

www.defendamerica.mil www.pentagonchannel.mil I www.AmericaSuppoirtsYou.mil

From the Podium

President Congratulates iragi Leadership on National Unity Government Agreement

“Today the iraqi people reached an important milestons in their joumey on democracy. iragi leaders announced agreement on the
top leadership posts for a national unity government. This agreement represents compromise and consensus among many different
Iragi groups, and it came after months of patient negotiations. The agreement reflects the will of the Iragi people, who defied the
terrorists by voting to choose the men and women who will fead their nation forward. And this historic achievement, by determined

Iragis, will make America more secure.” {transcript) (story)

President George W. Bush
Sacramento, Calif., April 22, 2006

Secretary Rumsfeld Says New Iraqi Ministers Must Develop Strong, Capable Govemment That Iraqis Trust

“ ... the next step in Iraq is to have the ministers appointed and have them develop a strong, capable government that gixlrles
confidence to the people in that country that it can protect them. And as the Iraqi Security Forces grow in size and capability and
competence and experience, then they will take over more and more of that responsibility and we'li see that happen over the

coming weeks and months.” (transcript) {story)

Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld
Interview with The Pentagon Channel, Apri 25, 2006

In the News

Rice, Rumsfeld Find New Iraqi Leaders 'Focused'

BAGHDAD, Aprii 26 ~ After meeting with Iraq's newly selected top leaders,
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice and Defense Secretary Donald H.
Rumsfeld told reporters here today that they liked what they heard. Four
days after the Iraqi parliament named a prime minister-designate, a
president and five other teaders for the country's government, Rice and
Rumsfeld came to Baghdad to show support for the new government and
to exchange views on Iraq's future. (story)

Eight Thousand U.S. Marines to Move From Okinawa to Guam
WASHINGTON, April 26 — The United States will move 8,000 Marines from
Okinawa, Japan, to Guam by 2012, Defense Depariment officials said here
April 25. The move is part of a broader Aliance Transformation
Realignment agreement between the U.S. and Japan. An agreement in
principle for the move was made in October with the Security Consultative
Committee Report. It was finalized April 23, when U.3, Defense Secretary
Donald H. Rumsfeld and Japanese Minister of State for Defense Fukushiro
Nukaga met at the Pentagon to work out mst—sharlng particulars, DoD
officials said. (story)

CENTCOM Leader Urges Civilian Group: Observe, Learn During Trip
MACDILL AIR FORCE BASE, Fia., April 25 — A top admiral at U.S. Cenfrai
Command challenged a group of civilian leaders visiting here Aprit 24 to
use the experience to learn all they can about ongoing military operations
so they can act on that knowiedge when they return home as better
informed citizens. Navy Vice Adm. Davigd C. Nichols Jr., deputy
commander of U.S. Central Command, spoke to paricipants in the 71st
Joint Civilian Orientation Conference before they left CENTCOM
headquarters on a weeklong trip that will iake them {o areas in the Middle
East to observe ongoing military operations and meet U.S,
servicemembers carrying them out. (story} (JCOC web site)

Visitors o the Defense Depaitment's America Suppods You booth at
the “Thunder Over Louisville” festival in Louisville; Ky., write -
postcards to troaps deployed to-Irag and Afghanistan on Aprit 22,
2006. Louisville became an America Supports You pariner on‘April
21 as part of the kick-ff for the Kentucky Derby Festival, Thunder
Over Louisvilie is the world's targest annual fireworks display. it was
started 17 years ago by Wayne Hettinger, an alumnus of the Defense
Department’s Joint Civilian Orientation Conference. (Dol photo by
John 0. Banusiewicz) (City of Louisvifle Support the Troops)

(story) {story) (stary)

New Civilian Personnel System Set to Kick Off April 30
WASHINGTON, April 26 - The first phase of the new National

Security Personnel System is ready to launch Apnl 30. "Spiral
1.1" includes 11,000 Defense Department civilian empioyees
throughout the United States. (story)

Send a message to the troops - www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil
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From the Podium

Secretary Rumsfeld: Irag Security Forces Assuming More Responsibility
“The success we're having in training and equipping the Iraqi Security Forces is notable. There are now over 250,000 Iraqi Security
Forces. They're headed up towards something like 325,000 later this year. And those folks are out there doing the job. They're
assuming more and more responsibility across the country for the security of the Iraqi people - as they should. And, as they take over
responsibility, obviously the need for U.S. forces will decline and we ought fo be able to make some reductions in our force levels as
we have been doing. We hit a high, [ think, of 160,000. We're now down to 132,000 and | have every confidence that the Iraq|
government and the fraqi Security Forces will be abie to assume additional responsibility this year and next, and that we'll be abie to
continue that process of reducing our force levels.” (transcript)

Secretary of Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld, Radio Interview with Mike Gallagher, Aprit 28, 2006

Gen. Casey: Irag’s New Unity Govemment Helping Country Become Peaceful, Free, Democratic Nation
“Iraq recently marked ancther milestone when the Council of Representatives appointed the Presidency Council ... The

preponderance of Jragis remain steadfast in opposing those who would divide traq and derail fiberty. The Council of Representative's
dedicated efforts to forge a national unity government are as important in this fight against terrorism as the endeavors of the Iragi
Security Forces who shield the Iraqi people from insurgent threats. Together the Iragi government and its security forces, supported
by Coalition partners, will make steady progress to realize the vision of Irag's constitution - a peaceful, free and democratic nation that

respects and represents the will of all Iragis.” {link to Gen. Casey's weekly column) -
Army Gen. George W. Casey Jr., Baghdad, May 1, 2006

_ -i.‘éiO FQ . ure In the News

Rumsfeld, Rice Brief Congress on Iraqg Visit

WASHINGTON, May 3 - Defense Secretary Donald H. Rumsfeld said it's highly
unlikely his senior officers at U.S. Central Command and Multinational Force Irag wil
recommend any U.S. troop reductions until the iragi government is fully up and
runming. But once that begins, those discussions are likely to begin, Rumsfeid told
reporters after he and Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice met with House and
Senate members to report on their recent trip to Iraq. (story}

U.S., Japanese Defense Leaders Focus on Realignment Plans
WASHINGTON, May 3 - Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Fukushiro
Nukaga, Japan's minister of state for defense, met at the Pentagon to continue
discussions about realigning U.S. forces in Japan, including moving 8,600 Marines
from Okinawa. (story}

Walter Reed to Continue Legacy at New Locatjon, General Says

o 1 1 WASHINGTON, May 2 — When the premier medical centers from the Ammy and Navy
— B e - merge into one joint facility in Bethesda, Md., in 2011, the rich heritage and world-
“Amy Sgt. Tommy Rieman shows anexample of whathis | | w2oq reatment reputation of Walter Reed Army Medical Center will continue under

character will look lke in "America's Amy," the Amy's - - o -
‘Video game. Rieman is amang the first participants in the the same name at a different location, the hospital's commander said. (story}

"America's Army: Real Heroes" program, which aims to
“honor scidiers who have shown heroism in the war ¢n
terror by making them info characters in the video game
and action figures. Rieman was awarded a Silver Star for

America Supports You: Steak Night Treats Vets' Toughest Injuries
WASHINGTON, May 1 — For the past two and a half years, veterans of wars past
have been helping heal the latest generation of wounded troops every Friday ina

‘his actions when his recorinaissance squad was aitacked | | Dasement steakhouse here. Fran O'Brien's has become a source of healing for many
by insurgents near the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq in froops as they convalesce in nearby military hospitals. The restaurant closed this
Decerriber 2003. Photo by Army Sgt.Sara Wood. {story) weekend, bul its owners, Hal Koster and Marty C'Brien, have vowed fo keep putting

(America's Army: RealHeroes} =~ on their free steak dinners at other locations. {story) www.AmericaSupportsYou.mil
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