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l. The purpose of this Airmunitions Letter is to present a 
periodic summary of incidents wherein nuc•ear weapons were involved, 
and to provide a resume of the EOD operatio~s conducted at the site(s). 

2. This summary includes an incide~t reported during March l96l 
and which will hereafter be referred to as NWI-61-3. 

NWI-61-3 

l. Locationt 

Near Yuba City, Califcr::ia 

2. Oatet 

March l96l 

~. Type of Incidentt 

Crash of S-52 aircraft 

4. Srieft -- . 

a. A s-52 aircraft carrying two~ombs crashed 
near Yuba City, California. Upon impact, ~e torn from 
the plane and severely damaged. 

b. An AMC EOD team was dispatched to the site and arrived 
there approximately four hours after initial notifiCation. The follow­
ing preliminary observations and findings were madet 

(1) Apprqpriate security of the impact area had been 
effected by Seale Air Force Base and the County Sheriff's Office 
personnel. 

(2) Radiation monitoring had been conducted with negative 
results. 

(3) The aircraf" disintegrated upon impact and wreckage 
was strewn over a large area (Figures 1 and 2). 
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!4'- Tne Beille Air For:e Ba•e EOD E~emer:t had searched 
the area, poJi:ed up all !:,t~e~ed HE. a~d re.·a~ered or lo:ated all 
significant weapo.:: -:'Vm90~Br.ts, .:.:;.::.;pt. r·~=· O!:e tr1tium bottle, which 
was lo•:ated later was mo,"l tared w! tn -:egati ''e results and packaged 
with the other bottle, · 

c, To facilitate descriprio-:, the bombs will be referred t~ 
as Bomb A ar:d Bomb B. 

Figure 2 shows 
shows the mai!': 
from the case .. 
were intact, 

11) Bomb A was ::ot as se-:-erly. damaged as Bomb So 
the para,;nute assembly i:: th;; foregrou'ld af!d Figure 3 
case se:tlo:: ar;d pr~m3:'Y op!l ~e ·:flamber after removal 

The Prima·:ord rud de~.or.;.ted but tr.e reef !ir.e cutters 

d, Re'lderir:g Safe Prv:edu::-p~ - Bomb A, ~- \ 

(1) Sir.ce the trit!um to•. t.l e had beer. tor .r. loose upon 
impact, Beale Air Force Base EOD perso::r.el had crimped the gas tube 
protruding from the polar cap. Mo ni t·)rir.g with tr.e T-290, AMC EOD per~ 
sonnel removed the polar cap. Powder~d HE : ou~d be observed inside. 
Interior monitorir.g witn a PDR~27 gd·,e ~ Lu·::.\.l!ltion of ,1 mr/hr. The 
entire HE sphere was distorted a~ ·;ppare::1 "y shattered 1 nside the 
plastic space chamber. Ter. g~ll0rs of engi~2 vll were poured over the 
HE and satisfactor1ly acted as a oesen.s:t!2er and also as a coagulant 
to facilitate remo~al of the HE E.udge, 

(2• The polal" :dp r~,:~1d!lg bo~ts were remo\i'ed and the 

! ' 

\.! 

assembly det3thed ~:Flgure i2;; !'F<;:3l1::; the broken ar.d powdered JiE, 
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Flpra 1. Aircraft vreckaae • looltlaa llortb fr- poiot of Uop.ct. 



Figure 2. Aircraft wreckage ... looking South. Bomb A Parachute assembly in foregrouud • 
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e. Rendering Safe Pro:edures - Bomb B. 

T; 

(l) The HE sphere had 
AF Base EOD personnel had recovered the 
was found intact. AMC EOD perso~nel compl con-
sisted of locating the remaining detonators, locating and identifying 
remaining weapon compone~ts and cleaning up nuclear residue. The RSP 
was simplified and quickly accomplished due to the broken condition 
of the bomb. 

f. Recovered HE a~ deto~tors were burned, and the nuclear 
components were turned in to the Munitio~s Maintenance Squadron at 
Beale Air Force Base. 

g. 
operation are 

detonators not found during the AMC EOD 
recovered by the Beale AF Base EOD Element. 

- h. Excellent support and cooperation were given all phases 
of the EOD mission. 

5. Unusual problems! 

Rain and muddy terrain hampered the operation. 

6. Contamination! 

None. 

FOR THE CCl!MANDER 

#r:J~:;.~ 
fw ~OE M. WHITFIELD 

Colonel, USAF 
Commander 
2705th Airmunitions Wing 
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